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Leaning upon her Beloved.
THE salvation of a simler consists essentially in the living spiritual
union of that sinner with the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. This
union is often described in the Vvord of God by the use of many and
various similitudes: Christ the Vine, his disciples the branches; Christ
the Shepherd, His followers the sheep; Christ the Redeemer, His
people the redeemed, etc., etc. Each one of these descriptions has its
own lesson to teach us. In the Song of Solomon, as is well known,
the relationship most often recurring is that of the maniage union as
between the Lord Jesus Christ, the Heavenly Bridegroom, and His
earthly bride, the Church; and the language used to describe the relationship is often of the most sweet, intimate and endearing kind. In
the fifth verse of the eighth chapter the Church and each gracious
soul is described as "coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon her
Beloved": a description full of suggestion for sanctified meditation.
No doubt there is a reference in this verse to the Children of Israel
on their journey from Egypt through the wilderness to the Promised
Land. But that journey itself is evidently intended to set forth, in a
typical way, the spiritual relationship and experience of the believer
on his way from the city of destruction, tlll'oUlgh the wilderness of
this world, to the Heavenly Home prepared by the Bridegroom, in
his love and mel'CY, for His blood-bought Bride. "Coming up .from
the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved": every spirit-taught soul
will understand and appreciate the beauty and appropriateness of this
description interpreted for each by the golden key of his own
experience.
"The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was
lost." The Holy Spirit throu,gh the vVord convinces the soul of sin,
righteousness and of judgment, and there results a very real and painful sense of losmess: a conviction which transforms the world into a
spiritual wilderness for the soul concerned. Not that any actual change
,comes upon the world; the change is upon the soul of the sinner convinced of sin and brought face to face with eternal realities-God,
sin, heaven and hell: solemn realities from which he cannot escape.
Dnder the tremendous impressions of these the world is spoiled of its
pleasures; its pretentions, ambitions, pursuits and prosperity are
K

~H~

exposed as false and ensnaring and utter contempt is poured upon all
its glory. "Should a man gain the whole world and lose his soul,
what should it profit him~" In the searching and convincing light of"
God's 'Word, Oh, what an empty wilderness the godless world comes
to be: a world full of shadows which only mock and haunt the poor
sinner. Lost on the way to eternity; lost in a wilderness wherein
there is no way. How terrible the realisation, yet not more terrible
than true! And this is just where Christ in the grace and power of
the Gospel, and in the light of the Holy Spirit, finds the sinner. Even
a.s the lost sheep wandm'ing far from the fold, is sought for by the
shepherd until it is found, and having found it he layeth it on his
shoulder, rejoicing, for he has found his sheep which was lost. Oh,
what a never-to-be-forgotten meeting is this: the sinner out in the
wilderness of his own sin, guilt and misery, sought and found by the
Saviour of the lost. Here is one spot in the depths 0 f the wilderness
which will never lose its heavenly fragrance. \Vhat place is this ~
This is none other than that hill outside Jcrusal('1ll ('nJled Calvary
-the hill with its cross of both shame and glory. Here it is that the
poor bewildered sinner sees the Lamb of God taking awny the sin of
the world, taking away his own sin. Bunyan describes it thus: "Now
I saw in my dream that the high way up which Chri"tian was to go·
was fmced on either side with a wall, and that wall was Salvation.
Up this way, therefore,did burdened Christian run hut not without
difficulty because of the load on his back. He ran thus till he came
to a place somewhat ascending; and upon that place stood a cross,
and a little below, in the bottom a sepulchre. So I saw in lily dream
that just as Christian came up with the cross, his burden loosed off
his shoulders and fell from off his back and began to tumble, and so
continued to do till it came to the mouth of the sepulehre, where it
fell in, and I saw it no more. Then was Christian glad and lightsome,
and said, with a merry heart, 'He hath given me rest by His sorrow,
and life by His death.' Then he stood still awhile to look and wonder,
for it was very surprising to him that the sight of the cross should
thus case him of his burden. He looked therefore, and looked again,
even till the springs that were in his head sent the waters down his
cheeks. Now as he stood looking and weeping, behold, Three Shining
Ones came to him and saluted him with, 'Peace be to thee.' So the
first said to him, 'Thy sins be forgiven thee'; the second stripped him
of his rags and clothed him with change of raiment; the third also set
a mark on his forehead and gave llim a roll with a seal upon it, wJtich
he bade him look upon as he ran, and that he should give it in at
the Celestial Gate: so they went their way.
"Then Christian gave three leaps for joy, and went onsingillg:
'Blest cross! Blest sepulchre! ,Blest, rather, be The Man that there
was put to shame for me.''' Yes, from there he went on, going up
from the wilderness, leaning on the Beloved, and a song, a new song,
in his heart. Oh, what a wonder of grace that even ill this the most
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desolate part of the wilderness, there should be a cross, the glQry of
which, for the time being at any rate, transforms the :desolation into
the House of God and the Gate of Heaven. Here the Holy Spirit
first meets with the sinner in the grace and power of the Gospel,
takes of the things of Christ-the Cross and the open Sepulchreshows them to one made willing and able to receive them, and there a
union is effected never to be dissolved. "Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ ," Can we be surprised if as a result of this union
the whole attitude and outlook of the soul is altered' Nay, we would
be very much surprised if they did not alter, for "If any man be in
Christ he is a new creature; old things pass away and an things
become new."
The actual locality of this meeting may differ widely in the case of
different persons: with J acob it was Penuel; with Moses it was the
burning bush; with Mary it was her sister's house in Bethany; with
iPaul it was the road to Damascus. 'Wherever it is and whatever the
local name, the Cross of Jesus gives to each place for each individual
concerned its 'real and abiding importance. Nevertheless, who among
us would blame Abraham for thinking much of Mount Moriah, nor
Jacob of iPenuel, nor would we blame the woman of Samaria if we
found her visiting Jacob's well more often than was strictly necessary
for the purpose of drawing water. The question for us is, has such a
place ever figured in our own history? If there is such a place, then
it is the cross that has invested it with all its hallowed importance.
There, in the sovereign grace and mercy of God our Saviour, the
sinner willingly and joyously gives up his sinful independence, surrendering himself to a love that will take no denial. " We love him
because he first loved us." Henceforth, and for ever, the soul thus
won by redeeming love, is united in bonds of closest spiritual union
to the Redeemer; and what description could better interpret the
daily experience and exercise of repentance, faith, love and trust than
this "coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved"?
The Chtwch leans on Christ fm' her spiritual life and activity. The
risen Saviour, victorious over sin, death and hell, is the life of the
Church. He who in dying gave himself an offering for sin, whereby
He abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through
the Gospel, He ascended on high and lives after the power of an
endless life. As Mediator He lives for the purpose of imparting that
life to all His people, and evermore maintaining it in all its parts,
qualities and exercises so that it is in very deed· Eternal Life, life that
will never, never end. By the simple practice of leaning all the inexhaustible resources of that life, which ,dwells in its divine fulness in
Christ are made available as far as that is necessary and possible. To
the living soul Christ says, "I am the resurrection and the life, he
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live, and he
that liveth and believeth in Me shall never die." The believing soul
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says, "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I but
Christ liveth in me, and the life that I now live, I live by the faith of
the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me." Thu'i we
see how a living soul, still in the wilderness and surrounded on all
sides by sin, death and destruction, nevertheless comes up step by
step from the wilderness because that soul leans upon Eternal Life
in the glorious Person of the Redeemer, the Beloved of the Church.
The Church le.ans ~bpon Christ for j~tstification unto life,and all
Taught by the Holy Spirit, the
the blessings which accortlAp<tny it.
gracious soul is not ignorant of the Divine mysteries of suretyship,
substitution and imputation as these are set forth in the Scriptures in
such portions as "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him, and by His stripes we are healed," and" He was made "in for us
who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Him." These portions and many others of like import are understood as signifying that way of salvation through the obedience, sufferings and death of Christ which meets every requirement of Eternal
Law and satisfies every claim of Divinc Justice to the glory of God.
When taught of the Holy Spirit the soul not only nnderstancls but
gives its wholehearted consent to this way of salvation, and \\'illingly,
humbly and 10ving'1y appropriates for itself by faith the perfod righteousness therein revealed. "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth," and on being received hy faith
He immediately becomes "The Lord our Righteousness." T1Iis is the
perfect and costly wedding garment which clothes the Bride, the King's
Daughter, with heavenly beauty-the beauty of the Lord. Her filthy
garments, her rags of righteousness, her sins and iniquities. are for
evcr cast aside, "I have blotted out thy sins as a thick cloud, and
thine iniquities will I remember no more for ever." And what a wealth
of blessing follows! "Being justified by faith, we have peace with
God," "Peace I leave with you, my peacc I give unto you; let not
your heart be troubled." Here then in a state of justification unto
life and of reconciliation with God, the Bride comes up from the
wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved, who is one and the same with
"the Lord our Righteousness."
The Church leans ~tpon Clwist for sanctification and preZJaration
fOI' Heaven.
The necessity for holincss and the earnest desire after it
are features inseparable from the New Creation. The new birth is
the beginning of that conformity to the image of God's Son to which
every elect sinner is predestinated; but though that is itself a mercy
unspeakably precious, yet it is only a beginning. In regenerntiol1 the
holy law of God is written in f~tll on the new man, but as yet it is far
from being in possession of the whole man. It is a very wiclc law,
and spiritual and heavenly, a law that is even as the moral irnag-c of
God restored to the soul. This law, and the soul's delight ill it and
love for it, are in full accord with the solemn Gospel H'({n irement,
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".Be ye holy for I am holy," and "Without holiness shall no man see
God." While the spiritually quickened conscience will give the soul
no rest short of perfect holiness in heart and conduct, the affections
earnestly seek for it, often with tearful longing "as the hart panteth
after the water brooks, so pantpth my soul after thee, 0 God .
My tears have been my meat day and night." But not till death are
the souls of believers made perfect in holiness, and here we are thinking of the believer still in the wilderness, though coming up out of it.
There are still the remains of the oldcoITuption in the heart,
corruption which refuses subjection and offers strong resistance to the
law of holiness. In the seventh chapter of Romans we have the
Apostle's description of the conflict between these two: one a pl;nciple of evil belonging to the old nature, the other a holy principle of
the very essence of the new man and born with it. "For I delight
in the Law of God after the inward man. But I see another law in
my members warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members, 0 wretched
man that I am who shall deliver me from the body of this death ~ I
thank God, through Jesus ChTist our Lord." Yes, through Jesus
Clnist our Lord, "who of God is made unto us . . . sanctification."
On Him the pilgrim soul leans and coming up from the wilderness
progresses in that sanctification which is such a necessary an<l desirable preparation for heaven. So she leans on her Beloved for holiness
-perfect holiness of heart and conduct. And in this she is not disappointed for when she shall see Him (in glory) she shall be like Him,
and not only shall the King's Daughter be clothed in garments of
wrought gold, but she shall be all glorious within, and she shall enter
in to the King's Palace with gladness and rejoicing there to abide
for ever.

"The Strong M,an Armed."
By REV. JAMES MAcLEOD, Greenock.(Luke xi, 21, 22.)
" 'WHEN a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace.
But .when
than
he shall
come
upon hinl, and overcome him,
__.. a---stronger
------._-_._-_
... _----_.... -_ .. _._---_._-_.
._- -

* This

__

discourse was first delivered by the writer some 35 years ago
while assisting the late Rev. D. Mac Farlane at Moy. Mr. MacFarlane
made me promise to send it to the "Free Presbyterian Magazine."
After serious thoughts I finally decided to write it out, as near as possible to the original. If I had not promised the saintly man that I
would try to do what I could it would probably have remained in the
silence of my own mind. I did promise, and that promise has followed
me through the years, so now at long last I venture to send it to the
Editor of our 'Magazine for publication, and may the divine blessing
follow anything in it that may be a comfort to the weakest of the flock
of God: and if so to the Head of the Church be the glory for ever.]. M.
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he taketh from him all his armour wherein he tru~tec1, and divid(,t It his
spoils." The above is quoted by Matthew and Mark. John is ~ilpnt
on this subject. Not because John did not hear it, but the Holy Spirit,
who is the guide of them all, saw proper to brillg' forward the j]lree
witnesses to this event. Let us not forget that the Holy Spirit dil'i'dpd
the writers to state exactly what is written; and not one sentence more.
The difference is how they state the facts, no differell(,(' in the suh,jpf't
matter. The Holy Spirit directed them to write, mch in his own
style and method, but He directed them. There io-; no tautolog}' or
eonfusion in what the Holy Spirit dictates. Some give the impression
that the Holy Spirit had no hand or supervision and diredive authority
over the writers, as if Paul wrote what he liked. This way of criticism
is to rob the Holy Spirit of His adorable prerogativp. The writers
wrote as they were led by the Holy Spirit. Moses wrotp as he was
led by the Holy Spirit. If this is called in question the Bihle will be
like any other historical record of past events. The destruetivp critics
who call in question the faet that the writers were moved and guided
by the Holy Spirit must definitely, and logically, concludp that the
Bible is not better, higher, or more authentic than any other lmman
record! That is the quagmire the sons of Voltaire plunged the p('ople
into when they tore the Bible into shreds.
The Pope took the Bible from the people. The destructivp (,ritics
left it in the hands of the people as a useless book. Dr. Rainy produced a new way of " approach" and called it " The Deelaratory Act!"
We must be careful not to lay emphasis on the writers. If so, we
are in ,danger of forgetting the Author 'who took such marvellous
care of the Scriptures, and kept all the books intad in the Tllidst of
all the changes and persecutions that the Bible suffered. \Ve must
give the Holy Spirit all the praise,honour, and glory that is (1\H' to
Him for His infinite love and mercy towards us! Yet we do not
forget the blessed writers the Holy Spirit made use of through the
ages till the Canon of Scripture was graeiously finished and ,paled.
And let us not forget that the Holy Spirit is now in chal'g(' o[ the
Word of God for the good and sanetifieation of the eled u j' trod to
the end of time. In the hand of the blessed Spirit it will suhdue and
convince kings and generations of mankind. See Ps. xxii. :28-31. It
will east out Satan, crucify lusts, expose idolatry, ('onvert atheists,
change Pagans, eomfort the tried soul; console the widow and orphan,
and guide the poor and needy into unsearehable riches: the guilty conscience to peaee with God through the blood of the Lamb of Godthis is the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God.
We must therefore look to the Bible from Genesis to Revelation
as the Word of God, infallible, inspired, inerring, and complete. If
we lose sight of this, we have no Bible, or any light, to lead us in the
right way to eternity. We will be like a ship nt sea without compass,
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'chart, or rudder. The work of men and devils is to destroy the auth'oritv of the Word of God : first, in parts, then in doubts, finally casting'it away altogether. This is what happened in our own day. Men
rose in the Church who began to question the truth and accuraey of
the Bible. These doubts came in gradually, so that finally the Book
of God was not better than any other book. Men could believe what
any Pagan or heathen wrote without question or doubt but not the
Bible. This was the work of the devil. The Lord Jesus who preached
and taught the people out of the sacred Scripture from Genesis to
Malaehi found no errors in it. Paul, Peter, John, J ames, Luke, J ude
and the writer to the Hebrews found no errors in the Bible. The
erities say, "But there were no seholars in those days. The writers
were not learned in modern science." Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah were skilful in all wisdom, andeunning in knowledge, and
understanding seienee. They did not belong, of eourse, to the modern
sceptical atheistical scientists of the twentieth eentury of the Christian
era! The Holy Spirit warns us ,against them. In writing to Timothy,
Paul says, "0 Timothy, keep that whieh is committed to thy trust,
avoiding profane and vain babblings and oppositions of science falsely
so called: which some professing have erred coneerning the faith"
{I Tim. vi.).
So we see from the \Vord of God that there can be most excellent
Christian Scientists and most wieked unbelieving scientists. As one
eminent scientist once said, " That scientists never discovered anything
that could or would contradict one sentence of the Bible" (Sir Ambrose
Fleming). Oh! how true! "When a strong man armed keepeth his
palace his goods are in peace. But when a stronger than he shall
come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour
wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils."
First, we shall eonsider the strong man armed, his palace, his goods,
his pcaee.
Second, The stronger than he
" overcomes him
taketh
his arlllour ,from him wherein he trusted.
Third, He divideth the spoils.
Pirst,We shall consider the strong man armed, his palace, his goods,
his peace.
'When ,satan came to our first parents in the garden of Eden it
was in the form of a serpent. NIan fell to his lies and machinations.
It is not necessary for SataIi to come in the form of an irrational
animal-he can come in the form of men and angels-in the form of
bad men, good men, good and bad angels. His choiee of means,
methods, and agents is many, and no doubt he uses irrational animals
and inanimate objects as well. He is long on the field of battle. Satan
is a Hebrew name which means adversary or aceuscr. This evil Spirit
has many names in Seripture. He is called the devil. This may be
taken as the destroyer, an implaeable enemy of the human race, and
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a malicious foe to God's people (I Peter v. 8). "He is called A ha(ldon
in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek, which means destroyer. ITe is
called the angel of the bottomless pit; Prince of the world" (.T ohn
xii. 31). The Prince of Darkness, a roaring lion, dragon, liar, leviathan,
tormentor, the god of this world, a dog (Ps. xxii. 16), wolf, adder,
Diabolos-he is also called Belial (an Hebrew word) which ITlPans
good for nothing. Beelzebub means that he is the head of other wieked
spirits which do what he directs-the prince of the devils (see Matt.
xii. 24). Some time wicked men arc called devils, as for instance,
"Have not I chosen you twelve, and onc of you is a devil" (John vi.
70). "Ve read of the synagogue of Satan. The kingdom of Satan.
That this is "the strong man" of our text is plain from the foregoing and from other passages of the Scriptures. From the context
the inference is also plain from Matthew xii. 22-29; Mark iii. 23-29.
The soul of man retained its spiritual substance and will retain it
forever. The soul is verily indestructible. Sin cannot destroy the
substance of the soul. Sin destroyed the original functions of the soul.
" And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die" (Gen. ii. 16-17). When Adam sinned
against God, he immediately died spiritually, and his soul became a
receptacle of Satan. The noble palace became "As a cage is full of
birds, so are their houses full of deceit" (Jer. v. 27). See again Rev.
xviii. 2 and J er. xvii. 9. Oh! the lost state of man! "Who can bring
a clean thing out of an unclean 7 Not one" (Job xiv. 4). "Vhen Satan
entered into the soul of man all was confusion, rebellion, death, corruption, and enmity to God.
Satan (the strong man) was fully armed with the armoury of malice,
hatred and death. The peaee of death reigned in the soul. Man the
slave of Satan. The servant must obey his lord. Cain must murder
his brother Abel! Eve's first child a murderer! Adam must be an
eye-witness to his own crime. "And God saw that the wickedness of
man was gTeat on the earth and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that
He had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart. And
the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face
of the earth: both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the
fowls of the air: for it repenteth me that I have made them. But
Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord" (Gen. vi. 5-8). We have
in the above passages a clear description of the strength and work of
Satan as he began to operate from the soul of man. He was well
armed in his acquired palace. His goods are in peace. All quiet,
peace, and harmony reigning in the death of the soul. The foolish
virgin and proud Pharisee could sleep on. The" strong man" would
not allow anyone to come near his domains!
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Here is part of the armoury of the « strong man"; " Now the
works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkeJU1ess, revellings, and such like" (Gal. v). "His goods are in peace."
What one holds as his own he claims them as his goods. That was
the way with Satan. He claims man as his property. We have
another clear description in Romans iii of how Satan claims his property, verse 10; "As it is written there is none righteous, no not onc."
And from v. 11-18. Again 1st Chapter from vs. 17-32. This is the
devil's armour! Ezekiel, chapter xvi. throughout! David in Psalms
H. says, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conceive me." Mankind fell in Adam! The power of sin is simply
terrific. The more this awful subject i" studied the more solemn and
gruesome the abominable work of Satan appears. It goes to the root
of our being. The soul. spirit, and person of man is saturated with
original sin. "For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease: and
there is no soundness in my flesh" (IPs. xxxviii. 7). Sin and death is
the armour ·of the" strong man." "None of them can by any means
redeem his brother; nor give God a ransom for him" (Ps. xlix. 7).
The will, the understanding, the affections, judgment, conscience,
memory, desires, are the servants of un righteousness; as well as the
members of the body obedient to the desires of the sinful soul. It is
original sin that oozes out through the members in the sinful and
corrupt actions. The eye, the car, the tongue are active agents in
the service of the devil. The carnal mind is extremely devilish, " enmity
against God." vVe are poisoned to death. Through death, corruption,
lusts, enmity to God, hatred and murder, and Oh! the "creeping
things" that cannot be mentioned. The strong man holds his palace
and his goods are in peace. Once noble man is now the devi!'s beast
of burden. "The chief end of man's creation is to glorify God and
to enjoy Him for ever." From the da~' man fell llis ·chief end is to
obey Satan, satisfy the lusts of the flesh, and the lusts of the eye.
"Tlle Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity"
(Ps. xciv. 2): "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fOI11ications, theft, false witness, blasphemies" (Matt. xv.
19). No douht false religions have been and are the strongest weapons
in the hands of Satan. The Papal religion; the Mohammedan religion;
Hindoo religion; the Arminian religion (which includes the Scottish
DeclaTatory Act and the Episcopalian religion), and the various false
religions of t}1C United States, Canada, Germany, Holland, France,
Russia, India, China, Japan, South America, and the numerous religions
of Africa. That is one of the strongest weapons Satan has in his
armoury-false religion.
vVhere man appears, corruption, falsehood, and treachery dwells.
In studying the nature and entrance or sin, with all its subsequent
Kl
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results in human history, we arc hound by conscience, and by ('I'l'ry
fibre of our being to conclude on Scriptural grounds that tho,;(\ whn
framed the Declaratory ACt did not believe or understand the lustll(~"S
of man as fallen in Adam.! Impossible! As long as Satan holds his
palace (the soul) in the peace of death, all is quiet. The conSCi('III'C
dead (and no dead conscience can serve tllC living God) ma.v hn
" speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their cO!1Seience seared with allot
iron." We conclude this part of the present discourse by poiutillg"
out according to the Word of God that mankind is under the powl'r
of darkness and under the dominion of sin. It is the spirit of till'
devil that rules in us by nature, state, and prndil~f~ whatever may be
the external restraints by birth, education, privileg'l's, traditions, and
training. "Ve are all in the category of "0, gCllf'ration of viper:;."
The seed of evil-doers. The ,children of a fallen llIan!
Second, (( But when a st'l"onger than he cmnes ~Lp()'n him, and OVel'comes him, he taketh from him all his ((rmo'ur wherein he tnLsted, and
divideth his spoils." Vve have given a brief account above or: tIle power
of Satan over mankind. vVe must Itot forget although man Jost his
original righteousness and lost his soul, he did not lose his ahi!ity to
sin, neither did he lose his responsibility and his accountability. Man
is still accountable to God. Adam was called to account immediately
after his sinning against God. Cain was called to account after he
murdered his brother Abe!. All must appear before the judgment-seat
of Christ. Every knee must bow and every tongt.0 must confess, " For
it is written, as I live saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
al)d every tongue shall confess to God r. (Rom. xiv. 2). The law of
God demands of man perfect obedience in thought, word, and action.
The moral law of God did not clJange or can it change for ever. The
obedience required of Adam in a state of innocency never altered when
he sinned against God! "And He saw that there was no m.an, nnd
wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore His arm bronght
salvation unto Him; and His righteousness it sustained Him" (Isa.
lix. 16). "I, even I, am the Lord: and beside me there is no Saviour"
(Isa. xliii. 11; J er. xiv.; Isa. lxiii. 8).
There was no Saviour to be found among the sons of men. "For
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God." Who then can it
be who is stronger than the strong man armed but Christ Himself'!
" And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the g~trden in
the coo! of the day" (Gen iii. 8). That this was the first revelation
and intimation to fallen maL of a Mediator cannot be callC<1 in question
by those \vho believe in the LOl'd Jesus Christ as their Saviour. "1
was set up from everlasting, from the beginning or (lver the earth
was (Pro. viii. 23). "Rejoicing in the habitable pnrt: 01' His earth:
and my delig'hts were with the sons of men" (Pro. viii. 31). We
could multiply passages from the VV ord of God to show and prove
who revealed Himself in the garden of Eden to 0111' first parents ill
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"the cool of the day." That fallen and sinful man could not see or
meet God in the absolute sense is also plain from the Wora of God:
"For our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. xii. 29).
(To be continued.)

The Singing of Psalms.
By the REV. JOHN BROWN, Haddington.
No part of the Christian worship is more plainly warranted by the
oracles of God than the ordinance of "singing of Psalms." The
ancient Hebrews practised it at the Red Sea before their system of
ceremonial worship was prescribed them by God (Exod. xv.). It was
preferred to the most pompous sacrifices, even while the ceremonial
observances remained in their rigour: "I will praise the name of
God with a song, and will magnify Him with thanksgiving. This also
shall please the Lord better than an ox or bullock that hath horns
and hoofs" (Ps. lxix. 30). The divine obligation to it remained in full
force when the ceremonial law, with all its rites, was abolished:
"Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord" (Eph. x. 19).
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you ricWy in all wisdom; teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord" (Col. iii. 16). See also
Ps. xlvii. 1-7; lxvii. 4; c. 1-4.
We have it enforced with the most engaging example of the angels
who kept their first estate: "And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ,Glory to
God in the highest and on earth peace, good will towards men" (Luke
ii. 13, 14). "And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels
rOll11d about the throne
. saying with a loud voice, Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches, and wisdom and
strength, and honour and glory, and blessing" (Rev. x. 11, 12), and of
apostles and saints (Acts xvi. 25); nay of the Redeemer Himself (Matt.
xxvi. 30). This exercise performed in a manner suited to the dignity
of the glorified soul will be the everlasting employ of established
angels and ransomed men. "Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall
return and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be
upon their head."
Nor is this exercise of inconsiderable usefuLness. The whole glories
of Jehovah, as made known to creatures, and all the wonders of His
creating power, His redeeming love and providential care, belonging to
its extensive theme, it is an excellent means of conveying holy instructions: "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual song, singing with grace in your hearts" (Col. iii. 16); of
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inspiring heavenly affections, "My heart is fixed, 0 God, my hei1rt is
fixed: I will sing and give praise" (Ps. Ivii. 7); of recreating holy
souls, "Is any among you afflicted ~ let him pray. Is any men".""1 let
him sing psalms" (Jas. 1'.13); and of bearing up and comfortin~' amid
grief and trouble, "And at midnight IPaul :and Silas prayed and ,ani;
praises unto God" (Acts xvi. 25). Hence it is seasonable, not only
in this vale of tears but even in the most distressful COlHlih"n.
"Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in
the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yip]<1
no meat; and the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there ,;]wll
be no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in
the God of my salvation" (Heb. iii. 17, 18).
The praise of God is a duty which ought to be praetised by every
person in secret by himself. "Seven times a day do I praise thee
because of thy righteous judgments" (Ps. cxix. 1(4); hy every Christian family and society, "'l.'he voice of rejoicing and salvation is in
the tabernacles of the righteous" (Ps. cxviii. 15), and in every public
worshipping assembly and congregation (Isa. xxxv. 1-10), etc.
This duty being of so much importance we ought to pNform it
under the special influence of the Holy Ghost, "God is a Spirit; and
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth (John
iI'. 24); with understanding of the warrantableness, matter, manner
and end of our praise. "I will sing with the understanding also"
(I Cor. xiv. 15); with an holy ardour of affection and rigour of mind,
" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy
name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all his benefits"
(Ps. ciii. 1 and 2); with grace in our hearts, making melody then~in,
to the Lord (Eph. v. 19); in the name of Christ as mediator between
God and us, "singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him" (Col. iii. 1G. 17),
and with an earnest aim to glorify God, "that God in all things may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen" (I Pet. iI'. ii). The matter ought to he prudently suited to our occasions and conditions; nor ought tlw melody,
or, in social worship, the harmony of voices to be overlooked (Ps. cL).
No doubt, one may compose spiritual hymns for his own and
others' religious recreation; but· to admit forms of human composure
into the stated and public worship of God appears to me very
improper. (1) It is extremely dangerous. Heresies and errors, hy
this means, may and often have been very insensibly introduced into
churches, congregations or families; (2) There is no ]lPed for it. The
Holy Ghost hath, in the Psalms of David and other spiritual songs,
furnished us with snch a rich collection of gospc! doctrines and
precious promises; an extensive fund of solid experiences; an exhaustless mine of gospel grace and truth; an endless va riety to suit every
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state or condition in which either our own soul or the Church of Christ
can be upon earth. These were framed by Him who searcheth the
hearts and knows the deep things of God ; and hence must be better
adapted in the case of souls or societies than any private .composition
whatever; (3) Though the Holy Ghost never saw meet to leave us a
liturgy of prayers, yet from the poetical composition thereof it is
plain He intended these psalms and songs for a standing form of
praise in the Church. It is certain they were used in this manner
under the Old Testament. The Holy Ghost bath, under the new,
plainly directed us in the use thereof. "Let the Word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom: teaching and admonishing one another
in psalm~ and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord (Col. iii. 16). The psalms, hymns and spiritual songs
there' recommended are plainly the same with the Mirmorim, Ichillim
and Shirim mentioned in the Hebrew of David's Psalms (Ps. iii, iv. v and
cxlv, exx and cxxxiv).
It hath been pretended the language and manner of these psalms
are Hot suited to the spiritual nature of our gospel worship. That,
however, may as well be urged against the reading of them as against
the singing of them; nay, against the reading of a great part of the
Old Testament in our Christian worship. It is certain many passages
in the Book of Psalms or of other Scripture songs are expression of
the exercises of faith, repentance, love or the like graces, which still
remain of the same form as under the Old Testament. The predictions are either accomplished and so may be sung to the honour of
God's mercy and faithfulness, or, if not accomplished, may be sung
in the hope that God will accomplish them in His time. The history
of what God did for His Jewish servants and Church maybe sung
with admiration of His love, wisdom, power and grace, therein manifested. It is further to be considered that much of what related to
David, or the Jewish Church, was typical of the character and concerns of Jesus Christ and the Gospel Church, and so ought to be
sung with a special application thereto.
As for these :Psalms which contain denunciations of Divine vengeance upon the enemies of God and His Church, we are to consider
that these expressions were dictated by the infallible Spirit of God;
that the objects of them were foreseen to ·be irreconcileable enemies
of Christ and His cause; that those who sing them only applaud the
equity of the doom which God hath justly pronounced upon such
offenders; and that they are to be sung with a full persuasion of the
event, as a celtain, awful and just display of the glory and tremendous justice of Jehovah. Though we ought, therefore, never to apply
them to particular parties or persons who have injured us, yet to
decline using them, out of a pretence of eharity, is to suppose ourselves wiser than Him whose understanding is infinite; and more merciful than the Father of Mercies, who is full of compassion and
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delighteth in mercy. Moreover, as these external enemies devoll'll to
destruction were in some sense emblematic of our spiritual PIH'ltlies,
within and without us, the passages may be sung with applicatiol1 to
ourselves, as directed against these principalities and power~ and
spiritual wickednesses in high places with whom we have to wrestle
while on earth.
The Book of Psalms is one of the most extensive and useful in
the Holy Scriptures, as it is everywhere suited to the case of the
saints. It is at first much mixed with complaints and supplications,
and at last issues in pure and lasting praise.

Prayer Meeting Address.
By REV. JOHN COLQUHOUN in Glendale, 6th .Tune, 1955.
« There remaineth thet'efore a rest ·to the people of God" (Heb. iv. 9).
IN the previous chapter the Apostle Paul refers to the conduct of the
children of Israel in the wilderness as that with which God was so
grieved that He said of that generation, "They do alway err in
their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I sware in my
wrath, They shall not enter into my rest." From this the Apostle
takes the opportunity of warning sinners by saying, "Take heed,
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God," and thus come short of God's rest
from which unbelievers were shut out, and, in the chapter read in your
hearing,he says, "For we which have believed do enter into rest."
Thus he hints at what he explicitly states in our text that « there
remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." From these \vards
we may notice, as enabled at this time, two things: 1. The people
spoken of; n. That which is said of them.
1. The people spoken of. They are the people of God. Here we
have one of the most amazing matters which was ever spoken of in
this world, that is, that God should have a people in this \nn'ld.
When, from the height of His sanctuary, He viewed the children of
men, His verdict was that" They are all gone aside, they are alto~'ether
become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one" (Psalmi
xiv. 3). Yet it is from that fallen, ruined, filthy, and condemned race
that He elected, from all eternity, a countless number" to he a peculiar
people unto himself."
(1) As the people of God they are a privileged people, in the sense
that God is their God. As such He manifests His interest in them
in that He takes all their concerns upon Himself. They need to be
upheld, and He keeps the feet of His saints; they need guidance, and
He enables them to say, "This God is our God for ever and ever;
he will be our guide even unto death." In sorrow He turns for them
their "mourning into dancing," He puts off their sackcloth, and girds
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them with gladness. In their weary journeyings through the valley
of Baca He causeth the rain that falleth down to fill the pools, and
thus they are refreshed so that they go from strength unto strength
until they appaar at last in Zion. Privileged indeed are the people
who have a right to say, though they might never say it with their
lips, "My beloved is mine, and I am His.' These are the people to
whom He has revealed Himself, through the saving work of the Spirit,
in another way than He does unto the world.
They are a people who occupy a unique position in the world, for
although they are in the world, yet they are not of the world. They
are strangers and pilgrims whose life here manifests that they are
seeking a better country, even a heavenly. Their conversation, or
citil':enship, is in heaven, from whence also they look for the Saviour,
the Lord J es~" Christ; "who shall change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working
whereby he is able even to snbdue all things unto himself."
(2) They are a people who are known to God as His people. He
knows them from all eternity by a sovereign, discriminating exercise
of His eternal love, decreeing that they should be set apart as a people
unto Himself, who were to all eternity, to experience that rest which
He has reserved for them. This act of discriminating love was the
prerogative of God, and no one has any right to find fault with Him
for it. The parable of the labourers in the vineyard, if properly
studied, would effectively silence all gainsayers on this point, for it
shows that God has the right to do with His own what seems good
in His sight.
He knows them as their Surety. Through the Fall of Adam they
became spiritually bankrupt, and could never be able to pay their
debts. The Second Person of the glorious and ever-adorable Trinity
undertook that the debt would be paid, and that those upon whom the
electing love of God lighted should be set free, and put in possession
of an everlasting salvation. Speaking after the manner of men, the
bargain was made, the conditions were laid down that the redemption
price should be acceptable in the Court of Heaven, and that it should
cover all the sins of all the elect of God. Xone eould do this but
One who was incalculably rich in grace. This was true of the Surety
of this people, for though He beeame poor in order that many be
made rieh, yet He retained His riches in order to enrich them with
eternal riches, and yet, after all that they get out of His fulness, that
fulness will never be impoverished, in the least degree, throughout
eternity.
Because of this eternal transaction, on their behalf, with the Father,
when the fulness of time came that the debt should be paid, He appeared
as their Substitute. In every step of His humiliation, and in the
greatest agonies of His sufferings, He had knowledge of them as the
people given Him by the Father, and for whom He endured all that
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He suffered in this world. Because of His great love for them He
}lid not His face from shame and from spitting, and for their sake
"He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the <leath
of the cross." 'When the sword of Divine Justice was unsheathed,
having voluntarily become their Surety, He, as their Substitute, willingly bared His bosom to its awful stroke, so that the command to the
sword was not to awake against the elect of God but" Awake, 0 sword,
against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow." Such
was the infinite efficacy of His sufferings and death that all the sins
of this people were atoned for, and in consequence of this there was a
glorious harmony in the attributes of the Godhead in connection with
the flowing forth of mercy towards self-ruined and hell-deserving
sinners. Justice, which formerly barred the way, now proclaimed
concerning every elect sinner, "Deliver him from going down to the
pit; I have found a ransom."
They are known to Him in their effectual calling. They are, by
nature, dead in trespasses and sins, and therefore, not able of themselves to benefit from His substitionary work, but in the plan of salvation there is provision made to meet with such a condition, Christ
Himself says of the Holy Spirit, "He shall glorify me: for he
shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you," 'When the Spirit
begins to do this work, He shall cause tbe sinner to hear the voice
of Christ. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and
they that hear shall live." The hearing of the voice of the Son of
God, when accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit, in the Scriptures of truth, ha.s a remarkable effect on the sinner. No matter how
much he is bound to his sins, and how much he may kick against
giving obedience to that voice, he ultimately begins to confonn to
the exhortation, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, and he will abundantly pardon." In
short, they become new creatures, for "if any man be in Christ, he
is a new creature: old things have passed away; behold, all things
are become new." They are justified, adopted, and the work of sanctification has begun, which will, at last, make the effectually called sinner
fit for that perfect rest which remains for the people of God.
(3) These are a people who have a duty to perform, that is, they
must exalt the Lord, and in connection with this duty there arc two
things which they ought to bear continually in mind: (a) They must
show that their Lord and Saviour is glorious. This was the C<'l.se with
the Psalmist when he was saying, "Thou art fairer than the children
of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed
thee for ever." He is not merely a God who is a consuming fire, for
how then could he save, but He is "God and man, in two distinct
natures, and one person for ever," and it is in this that the glory of
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His Person is seen. In holding to that fundamental doctrine of God's
Word they are showing that ehTist is glorious, and that there is none
that can be compared to Him. They see the glory of His offices and
of His teaching, for them can truly say, "Never man spake like this
man." Thus they are seeking, and ought to seek, to have a good word
for Christ in whatever company they might be found. This was the
case with David when he says, "I will speak of thy testimonies also
before kings, and will not be ashamed."
(b) They must, in the second place, speak of His gracious dealings
with their own souls. The Sweet Psalmist of Israel left his exercises
on record, on this point, when he said, "Come and hear, all ye that
fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my sou1." They
are living witnesses of the fact that they could do nothing, but that
He did all things for them, both in the work of redemption, and in
the saving work of the Holy Spirit. "He that spared not his own
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also
freely give us all things?" He has done much for their souls in giving
them a hope that their sins are forgiven and that they have tastr,d the
peace of God which passes all knowledge. Exercised souls have much
to say concerning the gracious visits which He .condescends to give
them after periods of absence on His part, which were occasioned by
lack of watchfulness on their part, and other sins. 'When He comes
over the mountains of Bether they have to say, "He hath not dealt
with us after our sins, nDr rewaTded us according to our iniquities."
(4) They aTe a people upon whom a great value is set by their God.
That has been proved by the sufferings and death of the Son of God.
The Lord honours them by showing that He prefers them to those
who are highest in honour among men. "I gave Egypt for thy ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight,
thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give
m('n for thee, and people for thy life." He protects them from all
theiT enemies, and will suffer none of these enemies to prevail, for He
has d('elared that " No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; .and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou
shalt eondcrnn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and
their righkousness is of me, saith the Lord."
(5) Bl'ing not of this world they are a people who have many trials,
for" Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivereth
him out of tlJCm all." Of this, Christ Himself forewarns them when
He says, " In the world ye shall have tribulation : but be of good cheer;
I have overcome the world." This was the hard experience of His
Apostles also. Paul says, "For when we were come into Macedonia,
our flesh 'had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without
were fightings, within were fears" (II Cor. vii. 5). While going through
these trials they were ready to write hard thing" against themselves,
concluding that their afflictions are evidences that they are not of
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the Lord's people, and that they are strangers to the blessings of these
people. Again, when they see these afflictions coming upon others,
whom they believe to be the people of God, they are puzzled, and
especially when they see the prosperity of the wicked, yet, being taught
in the school of the Holy Spirit, they are brought to see that all tlling-s,
even these troubles and trials, work together for good to them that
love God, and that, very often, the Lord makes afflictions the laver in
which He cleanses His own.

n. I come now to the second thing which we purposed to notice,
that is, What is said concerning them. \Ve are told that "there remaineth a rest" for them.
(1) In this world they have foretastes of that rest. (a) The first
time when they tasted this rest was in the day of justification. The
Holy Spirit awakened them toa sense of their lost and ruined condition so that they had to say with another, "There is no soundness in
my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there any rest in my boiles
because of my sin" (Ps. xxxviii. 3). This is the condition of those
who are called effectually while they are faced with the question, How
can a holy God save such a miserable sinner as I am ~ The day in
which the Holy Spirit answers that question is the day of Justification,
and the answer is that God is just and the Justifier of the ungodly
who believes in Jesus. In that day the sinner is brought to experience
peace with God. "Therefore being justified by faith, we llave peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." He sees all obstacles that
stand in the way of his .being justified removed, his sins which are
many are forgiven, the anger of God turned away, and the assurance
given, <Jonfirmed by the oath of God which can never be changed, that
this wrath will never return to overwhelm the repentant sinner, any
more than the waters of Noah were again to deluge the earth.
(IJ) They experience this rest in the midst of troubles and trials
such as have been alluded to already. Whatever the nature of the
trial is the Lord's people have given many evidences, in the very midst
of the trial, that they are experiencing this rest. Going through the
fires Df persecution, wc read of some to whom the words of the Apostle
are applicable, ye " took joyfully to the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance." In the eleventh .chapter of Hebrews the Apostle gives a
genel'alaccount of the sufferings of God's people when he says, 'And
others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of
bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder,
were tempted, slain with the sword, they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented." We have
known of· Christian soldiers who, in going through some of the fiercest
battles in the history of our land, had so much of the presence of the
Most High that they felt no fear, so that what was to others "the
valley of the shadow of death" was to them the presence chamber of
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the King, where they had foretastes of the rest that remaineth for
the people of God. Thus it was with them as with Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego in the fiery furnace in Babylon.
(2) Many will endeavour to rob them of these foretastes of the
rest reserved for them. Satan is a busy enemy in this connection. He
casts up to them the sins of which they have been guilty, and will
endeavour to persuade them, in spite of the plain declarations of Scripture, that for these sins there is no forgiveness. ·When he will not
succeed in this way he will tempt them to sin, so that, though they
might not actually yield to the temptation, yet the foul tempter may
so far succeed as to cause them to entertain thoughts of yielding, and,
when they come to themselves and see how far they have gone with
Satan, it raises such a storm in their breasts as to rob them of all
comforts, causing them to fear that they shall never taste of the rest
of which they had hoped that they had foretastes.
The world is hostile to all who experimentally know anything of
this rest. In His intercessory prayer on behalf of His people Christ
says to the Father, "I have given them thy word; and the world
hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world." He also gives the reason why the world hates this
people when He says, "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated
me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love
his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you" (John xv. 18, 19).
This is the case in the history of this people in every age of time, though
they should be ever so harmless. It was so with Daniel when we read,
" Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel
concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault;
for as much as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault
found in him. Then said these men, we shall not find any occasion
against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law
of his God" (Dan. vi. 4, 5).
The flesh in themselves often robs them of the comfort of this rest.
They find within themselves, not a remnant of indwelling sin, but a
whole body of sin. They are harassed by the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eye, and the pride of life, and these seek to overcome them
so that their mournful complaint often is, "My soul hath long dwelt
with him that hateth peace. I am for peace: but when I speak, they
are for war." The flesh loves ease and when the child of God begins
to pay attention to its demands his sight becomes dim as to his duty
to his Saviour so that often Christ is neglected, secret duties are
neglected, the family altar is compassed about in a formal way, and
he ceases to practise his wonted diligence in seeking to derive benefit
from the public worship of the sanctuary. Then he becomes painfully
conscious that the Lord has withdrawn Himself, and that it was the
believer's own folly that made it so.
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(3) In spite of all this there are encouragements g'iven to the true
believer to hope for this rest. The people of Israel had sinned against
God, so that, as a token of His displea:sure the Tabernacle of the
Congregation was removed and set up " afar off from the camp," yet
Moses, who had not been a partaker in the sins of the people, found
grace in the sight of the Lord, and by way of encouragement the Lord
said unto him, "My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee
rest." "\Vhat was true of Moses is true of everyone of the Lord's
people. God promises them Test; that rest has been laid up in the
Covenant of Grace from all eteruity, it has been purchased by the
blood of Christ, and freely made over to them in the day in which they
are taken out of the slavery of sin and Satan, and put in possession
of the glorious liberty of the people of God.
Someone may say, There is no eomparison between Moses and me.
He saw God face to face and there are many indications that he was
the particular favourite of heaven among men. That is true, but Moses
was a partaker of the afflictions of God's people in the wilderness of
this world, and he knew much of what you and I have to go through
if we are to be partakers of the rest that remains to the people of
God. None of the Lord's people is to travel the way to heaven
ignorant of the privations of this world. The reverse is true. "They
wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they f.ound no city to
dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them." Truly
here we have a graphic picture of the trials of the Lord's people travelling on to where this rest is to be experienced in its perfection; and
of 'Such it is said, "And he led them forth by the right way, that
they might go to a city of habitation." It is the weary and heavyladen who are promised rest.
(4) This rest is experienced in its fulness in Heaven. When the
House of the Lord was being built in Jerusalem "there was neither
hammer nor axe, nor any tool of iron, heard in the house while it was
in building." It was" built of stone made ready before it was brought
thither." Of believers it is said, "Ye ,also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
aeceptable to God by Jesus Christ" (I Peter i1. 5). These" lively
stones" are prepared in this world. The Holy Spirit uses trials and
afflictions to further the work of sanctification in them. Their enemies,
though influenced hy the spirit of enmity, do them a good service for
they are, by their conduct, hastening their preparation for the place
where their eyes shall see the King in His beauty and the land that
is very far off, and where the inhabitH.nt shall not say, I am sick.
Their rest ~will consist in beholding eternally the face of their Saviour,
for" they shall see his face; and his name shall be on their foreheads.
And there shall be no night there: and they need no candle, neither
light of the sun: for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall
reign for ever and ever" (Rev. xxii. 4, 5). What a wonderful exchange
they make when they leave this world of sin and sorrow to be " absent
from the body, present with the Lord."
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(5) There remaineth a rest. As has been already noticed, they
experience foretastes of that rest in this world. These foretastes arc
so sweet at times that the world becomes very small in their estima..
tion, and they are constrained to say, " 0 taste and see that the Lord
is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him." The Apostle,
however, says, "If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are
of all men most miserable." If in his tasting of the pleasures of an
i.nterest in Christ the child of God had a consciousness that these
pleasures came to an end at death, that would considerably mar his
enjoyment, but what adds sweetness to his pleasures in this world is
that he is enabled to believe that he shall have a fulness of these
pleasures in eternity. In the strength of a Spirit-wroug-ht faith he is
enabled to say, "Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence
is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."
They need not doubt this, for it is the Goel who cannot lie who
assures them of it, and He has pleasure in bestowing that rest upon
them. Further, He is all-powerful to bring them into that rest. The
Devil and the world put many obstacles in their way, imagining that
they can keep them from this rest, but all who are against them seem
to forget that all such obstacles are put, not so much in their '''ay
as in God's way, in order to keep them from experiencing this rest,
and that this is but vain work. As He Himself says, "Who would
set the briars and thorns against me in battle' I would go through
them, I woula burn them together." God has purposed to give them
this rest, and" the Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought:
he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. The counsel of
the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations."
In spite of all opposition the Omnipotent J ehovah will bring His people
into that fulness of rest which He has l'eserved for them, and of
which it is wl'itten, that "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him."

Searmonan.
LEtS AN URR. TEARLACH

C. MAc

AN TOISICH,

D.D.

(Air a le.ant~linn bho t.d. 245.)
1. Staid Chriosd roimh fhoillsea,chadh anns an fheoil. "Bha E
saoibhir "--saoibhir ann an uile ionmhasan na Diadhachd. Bho shiorruidheachd hIm E ann an cruth Dhe, agus elm do m:heas E na reubainn
a bhi co-ionnan ri Dia. B's a shealbh siorruidh, fein-bhith, agus siorl'uidheachd, agus morachd,' agus uile-chumhachd, agus uile-lathaireachd
DhC. Bu leis-san uachc1aranachd Dhe; bha crun a clll'uinne-chc a
cuartachac1h a hlmthah'i. Bu leis-san gloir lleo-chruthaicltte, iomlanachd gu'n choimeas agus co-chQirde, am f~ein-thlachd agus bcallnachd
uile fhoghaintea<-h ag'us nco-ehriochnaeh na Diadhachd hu leis iad uile.
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Bha gloir aigemaillerisanAthairmu.n robh an saoghal ann; a gabhail
comhnuidh na bhroilleach, agus maille ris, na dhealradh a ghloir-san,
agus na fhior iomhaigh a Phearsa; agus a ghnath a sealbhachadh
thLachd agus deagh-gbean neo-chriochnach an Athar. Bha e mar sin,
anns gach seadh, neo-chriochnach agus gu neo-atharraichte saoibhir.
Bha e eucomasach, tre'n t-siorruidheachd ri teachd, gu'm bitheadh a
shaoibhreas, aon chuid air a mheudachadb, na air a lughadachadh.
Bhitheadh a ghloir a dealrachadh ged nach robh creutair riamh air a
chruthachadh gu bhi ga faicinn; agus a bheannachd chu buan ged a
bhitheadh an saog'hal uile air fhagail gu bhi caillte maille ris na h-ainglean a thuit. Tha e eucomasach, uime sin, gu'n do dh'eirich rim gu
bhi saoradh bho mhiann gu bhi meudachadh na gloir so, na am beannachd so. Ann an so, da rireadh, feumaidh sinn an aire a thoirt naC:h
bi sinn a "dorchachadhcomhairle le briathran gun eolas"; oil' "An
urrainn thusa le rannsachadh Dia fhaigheal a mach~" "Aithnichtc do
Dhia tha oibre fein uile 0 thoiseach an t-saoghail "-bho shiorruidheachd. Ach tba e do-sheachainte feumail dhilinn fios a bhi againn,
agus cuimhneachadh gm e ar Fear-saoraidh an Dia cumbachdach, agus
mar sin gu'm bheil E" neo-eisemeileach air a chreutairean, a seilbheachadh bcannachadh neo-chriochnach agus bith-bhuan ann Fein. Tha e
riatanach dhuinn fhios a bhi 'againn air so agus a chuimhneachadh, a
chum agus gu'n lorgaich sinn saorsa a chum an tobair bho'n dh'eirich i,
mal' a bhuine,as sin dhuinne-gras saoibhir agus saor a faotainn cleachdadh a thaobh chreutairean truagh agus cionntach. Tha e riatanach
dhilinn mal' an ceudna beachd-smuainteachadh gu suidhichte, agus
beachd-smuaintcachadh gus am bi sinn air ar slugadh suas agus a
gabhail ioghnaidh a thaobh saoibhreas agus gloir an Fhir-shaoraidh mar
a tha E gu £ior agus gu siorruidh na Dhia. As eugmhais a bheachdsmuainteachidh so, cha tig sinn gu brath gu fradharc ail', aon chuid,
meudachd na saorsa fein, gras an Tighearn Iosa air fhoillseachadh
innte, tearuillteachd na bUllait a thoa air a leagadh ann-san, maise
ghlonnhor fhlreantachd-san, na luachmhorachd fhuil-san mar Mhac
Dhe. Ni motha bhitheas sinn ann an rathadair bith eile air ar teagasg,
'n ar deiligeadh ris an Aon Bheannaichte so gu aoradh a thoirt Dhil,
agus gu bhi air chrith am feadh's a bhitheas sinn a creidsinn agus ag
altrum dochais. Is e ar Fear-saoraidh cfLuimh dhe ar cnaimh agus
feoil dhe ar feoil; is Ros Sharon E agus Lili nan Gleann; ach is E
maranceudna dealradh gloir Athar agus fior iomhaigh a Phcarsa, an
lathnir am hlleil na seraphim agus na cembim a foluch an aghaidhean
le an sgiathaibh, ag radh, "Naomh, naomh, naomh tha Tighearna nail
slnngh; tha'n talamh uile lan de ghloir."
n. A mhuinntir ail' son a d'thdinig an Tighearn Iosa gtt bhi boc!id.
Is a ereutairean 'a bh'annta. Na'n rob]1 iad, mar chreut-airean, ail' a
hhi tighinn suas ri crioeh araidh an eruthaehaidh, dhionadh a ehil1l1haehd iad agus bheannaicheadh a mhaitheas iad; aeh ann an sin dm
bhitheadh aobhar air bith air foillseachadh ur air a ehIiu. Bha iad
truagh., Na'n rohh e eomasaeh gu'm bitheadh bith aig trnaigh ann an
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• aobhar air, bhitheadh rum
cl'uinne-ce DhC gun am peacadh a bhi mar
ann air son foillseachadh saoibhir air truas Dhe. Ach 's e ceannaircich
a bh'annta. Bha iad air an cruthachadh 'n a iomhaigh fein, bha iad air
an suidheachadh fodh a riaghladh grasmhor agus sona, agus rinn iad
ceannairc 'n a aghaidh; bu dlma leo oidheirpeachadh a bhi beo as
eugmhais Dhe. Bha iad nan naimhdean-nan luchd fuath air Dia, air a
bhuadhan, agus air a laghanan. Bha iad nan naimhdean gun aobhar,
agus gidheadh nan naimhdean searbh. Bha an na5mhdeas, mar an
ceudna, dhe leithid de glme agus nach toireadh coibhneas air bith, na
g~a.'3 ann fein, buaidh air-naimhdeas a bha fas na bu sheirbh; fior
nuiml1deas neo-mheasgaichte; niuimhdeas nach riaraicheadh ni air bith
ach gu'n sguireadh Dia a bhi na Dhia. Bha iad mi-naomh agus truailte.
Blm gach buadh dhe'n anamaibh air a thrl1ailleadh agus mar lobhair,
leis an ni ghraineil; cha ghabhadh an dearbh-shealladh so a bhi air a
ghiulain le fior-ghloine neo-chriochnach. '8 e so ar suidheachadh mar a
tha so air a chur an ceiH ann am Focal Dhe, agus 's ann mar sin a
tha e air aithneachadh agus air fhaireachadh leo-san uile a tha tuigsinn na'm briathran, "Air dhuinn a bhi 'n ar naimhdean, gu'n d'rinneadh reidh ri Dia slim tre bhus a Mhic." Ann an so, uime sin, bha
cothrom gu bhi gabhail grain, gu teicheadh bh'uatha, gu fuath; ach
c'ait an robh aite air son graidh'! An duisgeadh ceannairc e'! An
duisgeadh truaillidheachd e'! Ann an so bha aite air son foillseachadh
ceartais; air son foillseachadh do'n chruinne-chee, mar a rinneadh a
tlmobh nan ainglean nach do ghleidh an ceud inbhe, nach robh ughdarras Dhe ri bhi air a chur ann an suarachas. Ann an so bha cothrom
air son an dara foiUseachadh a b'uamhasaich dhe dhian-chorruich an
ng'haidh peacaidh. Cha chrathadh an truaigh shiorruidh-san a shonassnn; ni-headh 's anna bhitheadh e na chomharadh buan air a cheartas
ngw; air a m'haitheas. Agus, gidheadh, thoisich gras agus trocair a
tlw.ohh aireamh de na creut-airean truaillidh so air gluasad ann an
nehd TVrllic DM, agus a bhi'g iarruidh cleacdadh. Ann an so tha 8inn
ga'l' ('all; ga'r call ann an oidhearp gu bhi tomhas an ni nach gabh a
bhi air a thomhas, ni-headh cha'n urminn sinn a thuigsinn gu'm bitheacl11 a leithid sin a dh' fhaireachadh comasach ann an doigh air bith
eile a('h so, gur eh-ann Dia.
(R'a Il?Jantuinn.)
Notes and Comments.
Evolution and the RB.C.

In this issue of the Magazine, under Church Notes, we print a copy
of a protest sent by the Onter Isles Presbytery to the RB.C. protC'sting against a series of talks to children on "How Things Began."
In these talks it is blatantly assumed that the evolutionary theory of
Danvin is the trne explanation of "how things began." Our objection
to this assumption i" that it is false, and our authority for saying so·
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is the Word of God. Th~' Bible tells us plainly and clearly "how
things began," and any theory however widely supported by mere
human authority, which is out of 'harmony with scriptural teaching, is
,bound to be wrong, and in so far as it is accepted as a basis for teaching young people it becomes most pernicious and dangerous, and those
responsible incur grave guilt. Althoughaccerting the Bible as the
inspired truth of God and, therefore, our final authority on this as on
all other subjeds coming within its scope, nevertheless it is encouraging to recall that many names accepted as authorities in the world of
science do not believe in the theory of Darwinian Evolution. IVe
quote the following' from a pamphlet on the subject: Names like Lt.Col. Merson Davis, D.Sc., F.G.S.; Dr. ",V. Bell Dawson, M.A., D.Sc.,
F.R.S.C.; Sir J. W. Dawsoo., Douglas Dewar, RA., F.Z.S.; Sir
Ambrose Fleming, D.Sc., F.R.S.; Prof. G. McCready Price may be
mentioned. Prof. Bateson, in his presidential address in Melbourne,
1914, to the British Association, said: "To us Darwin speaks no more
with philosophical authority." Prof. Leo Berg: "All theories of
evolution based on natural selection fall to the ground." The Scientific Encyclopedia (French) says: "Darwinism is a fiction, a poetical
accumulation of probabilities without proof and of attractive explanations without demonstration," etc., etc.
Victory for Lovers of the Sabbath.

It is not often we have the pleasure of recording a victory for the
Sabbath. In the Kyle-Kyleakin area a stubborn contest has been
waging' for over five months. There is a regular ferry service run by
British Railways betiveen Kyle of Lochalsh on the mainland and
Kyleakin in Skye. Up until last summer the S.'1bbath law was strictly
observed and no ferry, except in emergency cases, was run on the
Lord's Day. Towards the end of last summer, however, this praetice
was broken and the service operated on the Sabbath with the consequent loss of the peace and quietness which we associate with that
day in the Highlands. Local feeling on both sides of the Kyle was
deeply roused, and over 5,{)OO people resident in or near the area
signed a petition against the evil practice. It appears that the petition
had the support of both the Inverness and the Ross-shire County Councils. vVe learn from the press that British Rail ways at a recent meeting, "taking all the circumstances into account," have decided that
the service will not be resumed next summer. "'''le would express our
deep sense of gratitude to the Lord of the Sabbath for the succe:>s
with which He has crowned the efforts of those who resisted this
encroachment upon the sanctity of the Sabbath in our beloved
Highlands.
A Public Nuisance.

Over-indulgence in strong drink is a habit deplorable in itself, but
when it is accompanied with Sabbath desecration of such a character
as disturbs the peace of the community it is surely high time the
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matter was effectively dealt with by the authorities. Complaints have
been made by many smaller towns and villages against the conduct of
organised bus parties w110 instead of sanctifying the Sabbath desecrate
it in this form of sinful indulgence. These parties evidently charter a
bus and leave the larger towns for some seaside village or quiet country
town some distance away, where they spend the evening. They procure an abundant supply of strong drink which they carry with them,
and when they reach their chosen destination they apparently think
they have a perfect right to indulge in drunken hooliganism without
regard to the peace, privacy or religious feelings of the resident community. This deplorable practice appears to be on the increase. The
matter has been raised in Parliament, but the Scottish Secretary, Mr.
James Stewart, though personally sympathising with those who complained, does not think that there is any widespread demand to alter
the licensing laws so as to deal with this matter. Nevertheless, the
situation is being closely watched and consideration is to be given to
asking chief constables for reports. Certainly if the present licensing
laws allow such practices it is high time they were altered. T·he Law
of God, however, does meet the situation and establishes the conviction
and condemnation of all those who indulge in such God-dishonouring
practices.
Television and the Sabbath.

Another invasion of the sacred rights of the Lord's Day is that
made upon its sanctity by television broadcasts on Sabbath afternoons
and evenings. From a recent note in the public press it appears that
television programmes on Sabbath afternoons ·are to be consid~rably
"brightened up" by the introduction of variety shows and comedy
films. When one thinks of the large number of homes with parents
and children where it is regular practice to spend Sabbath afternoon
watching the television screen one cannot but be filled with the greatest
sadness and foreboding. What shall the end of these things be~

Communions.

Church Notes.

January-Fifth Sabbath, Inverness.
February-First Sabbath,
Dingwall; third, Stornoway; fourth, North Uist.
March-First
Sabbath, Ullapool; second, Ness and Portree; third, Finsbay; fourth,
Kinlochbervie and North Tolsta. April-First Sabbath, London,
Portnalong, Achmore and Stoer; second, Fort William; third,
Greenock; fourth, Glasgow; and fifth, Wick. May-First Sabbath,
Rames and Oban; second, Scourie and Broadford; third, Edinburgh.
June-First Sabbath, Tarbert, Applecross, Coigach; second, Shieldaig;
third, Lochcarron, Glendale, Helmsdale, Dornoch and Uig; fourth,
Inverness and GairloCh. July-First Sabbath, Lairg, Raasay and
Beauly; second, Stafl1n, Tomatin and Tain; third, Halkirk, Rogart,
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Flashadder and Daviot; fourth, Bracadale, North Uistand Plockton;
fifth, Achmore and TJlUTSO. August-First Sabbath, Dingwall and
Vancouver (Canada); second, Portree and Stratherrick; third, Bonar,
Finsbay and Laide; fourth, Vatten and Stornoway. SeptembeT-First
Sabbath, Ullapool and Breasclete; second, Strathy; third, Tarbert and
Stoer. OctobeT-First Sabbath, Tolsta and Lochcarron; second, Gairloch and Ness; third, Applecross; fourth, Greenock, Lochinver and
Wick. N ovembeT-First Sabbath, Oban and Raasay; second, Gla.,,;gow
and Halkirk; third, Edinburgh, Dornoch and Uig. December-First
Sabbath, London.
Special Notice.

We have published above all the Communion dates for the year 1956.
Will ministers kindly check the list and forward a note of omissions
or corrections to the Editor.
London Communion Services.

Sabbath, 1st April, 1956. At Eccleston Hall, Eccleston Street,
Buckingham Palace Road, S.vV.l. The following services have been
arranged, to be conducted by Rev. D. J. Matheson, Glasgow, and Rev.
D. lVI. MacLeod, Lairg (D.Y.) :-Thursday, 29th March, 7 p.m. Friday,
3.3'0 p.m. (Gaelic); 7 p.m. (Fellowwip Meeting). Saturday, 3.30 p.m.
and 6.30 p.m. (Prayer Meeting). Sabbath, 11 a.m., 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic),
Upstairs Hall and English (Downstairs Hall), and 7 p.m. Monday,
3.30 p.m. (Gaelic) and 7 p.m. Services are held every Sabbath at 11
a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and 7 p.m. Weekly Prayer Meeting, Weclnesday, 7 p.m.
Church Deputies to African Mission.

Rev. R. R. Sinclair, Clerk of Synod, and Rev. D. MacLean, Assistant
Clerk, having been appointed by the Synod, in May, 1955, to visit
the Church's mission stations in Southern Rhodesia, Africa, have
arranged, the Lord willing, to sail for Africa on Thursday, the 26th
January, 1956, in the Union Castle liner the" Pretoria Castle." These
deputies have need of the prayers of the Lord's people, that the Keeper
of Israel would surround them in their travels with His divine and
almighty care; and that He would guide and direct them during their
sojourn in Africa, and make their visitation there a blessing. They
intend (D.V.) to return to this country by the middle of' April.
Magazine Business during Editor's Absence.

As the Editor of the Fl'ee PTesbyte1'ian
be away from 26th January until the 2{)th
ence and articles for the Editor should
Tallach, Free Presbyterian Manse, James
Lewis, during the above period.

Magazine expects (D.V.) to
April, 1956, all correspondbe sent to Rev. J ames A.
Street, Stornoway, Isle of
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Synod Busine8ll during Clerk's Absence.

The Clerk of Synod, Rev. R. R. Sinclair, Wick, expects (D.V.) to
be abroad from 2(jth January until the 20th April, 11.)56, and hopes
on his return to prepare business for the Synod meeting in May, if
well. But during his absence the Rev. A. F. MacKay, M.A., Free
Presbyterian Manse, 11 Auldcastle Road, Inverness, will receive and
deal with any correspondence or business requiring attention.
RepoJ'ts O'f Standing Committees.

The Synod decided at its meeting la,'it May to return to the former
pradiee of having Reports of all Standing Committees of the Church
printed and sent out with Notice and Agenda of Synod Business to
mem)wrs. This means that l{eports of Standing Committees should
be in the hands of the Synod Clerk at the latest by the end of March.
In the absence of the Synod Clerks in Southern Rhodesia, where they
are on a visit to the foreign field, will Conveners of Standing Committees please forward their Reports to me not later than, it is again
emphasised, the Inst week of March ~-A. F. MACKAY, Clerk p.t.
Inducti,on at Finsbay, Harris.

A large co!ltourse of people gathered in the Church at Finsbay to witnes,'i the induction of the Rev. A. Cattanach, M.A. The large Church
was comfortably filled, many coming from Lewis to swell the congregation. After the usual preliminaries on such an occasion the Rev. A. •
MacKay, Tarbert, conducted the service and preached a suitable sermon
on II Tim. iv. and 2: "iPreach the VVord: be instant in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine."
(1) Two qualifications essential to all preachers :-(a) The effectual
caJl of the Holy Spirit; (b) A personal call from the Lord to the
ministry. (2) The commission given to Timothy-Preach the vVord.
(:j) The manner in which he was to preach the word-earnestly. (4)
Other duties-reprove, rebuke, eX'hort.
The sermon being finished, the usual questions were put to Mr.
Cattanach and suitably answered, and the formula was signed.
Rev. VV. MacLean, Ness, then addressed the newly inducted minister
in suitable terms, basing his remarks on the words in II Chron. xxxi.
2,0 and 21. In the light of the context he outlined the factors which
contributed to the success and prosperity with which the Lord favoured
Hezekiah. It was furthermore emphasised to the young minister that
he must strive to keep the purity of worship in the Free Presbyterian
Church by reminding the people of the evils of the Declaratory Act.
The Rev. J. A. Tallach, in addressing the congregation, reminded
them that they as a people needed more than a minister. The Holy
Spirit was needed, and for that blessing they should earnestly pray.
He also remarked that it was the duty of all who had called Mr. Cattanach to attend regularly and prayerfully on his ministry.
We pray that the Lord may richly bless and keep the new pastor
of the South Harris eongregation. The call was signed by 507 names.
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B.B.eo's "Pernicious" Teaching.

A protest against "pernicious and anti-scriptural teaching" of
children by the B.J3.C. has been sent to the B.RC. and to the Postmaster General by the Outer Isles Presbytery of the Free Presbyterian
Church. The message was prepared while the Presbytery was convened at Fiusbay, Harris, at a recent induction. It says : " We, the Outer Isles Presbytery of the Free Presbyterian Church
of Scotland emphatically protest against a pernicious and anti-scriptural teaching propagated to schools by the B.B.C. in their talks on
" How Things Began." We resent with the strongest feelings of righteous indignation the poisoning of the minds of the beloved youth of
our land with evolutionary fables. Such preposterous assumptions we
utterly repudiate. They undermine the very foundations of the Christian Faith and lead to infidelity, atheism and Communism.
"vVe' could name a list of noted scientists of international reputation in this country and abroad who reject the Theory of Organic
Evolution in toto. Suffice it for our present purpose to quote the words
of the late Sir Ambrose Fleming, M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S.: 'At present
we can say that although a number cling tenaciously to it as it enables
them to dispense with any idea of special creation and although it has
still a widespread popular vogue, yet many experts of high rank consider it to be invalid and no longer adhere to it.' Sir Ambrose concluded this address with the words: 'Experience shows that the only
message which is effectual is the old yet ever new Gospel of the grace
of God.'
" We respectfully request that the propagating of falsehood in the
name of truth be immediately banned."
Sabbath Work at Dounreay.

At a recent meeting of the Northern Presbytery a report from the
Rev. H.. R. Sinclair was read. According to the report large numbers
of men are employed at the Atomic Power Station, Dounreay, every
Lord's Day. These include men resident on the station as well as
others taken to and from their work by bus from ·different parts of
the county. In the course of the report the following quotation from
a letter of 23rd June, 1954, from the former Minister of Works, Sir
David Eccles, anent this question to the Clerk of Synod is given, viz.,
Inter alia, "The need for continuity and economy on big building
operations may well make it necessary to have recourse to Sunday work
-perhaps only by a few men-at certain times. You may, however,
be sure that the Department will proceed prudently in this matter and
that the considerations you mention will be clearly borne in mind in
planning the work."
The lPresbytery therefore resolve to protest, and do herewith protest, to the Minister of Works and to the Atomic Energy Commission
against this extensive and continual employment of labour on work of
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an unnecessary nature on the Lord's Day during normal peace-time
conditions, which in the view of the Presbytery is a flagrant breach of
the divine Law, relative to the Fourth Commandment; and also out
of harmony with the terms of Sir David Eccles' letter; and which
work is also condemned by sections of the community on account of the
financial outlay in higher wages paid for work done on the Lord's
Day, taxpayers' money being involved; and which work has been publicly criticised by other Churches and the County Council of Caithness.
Copies of the above protest were sent to the Minister of Works, the
Secretary of State for Scotland, and Sir David Robertson, M.P. for
Caithness and Sutherland.
Foreign Mission, Shangani.

At Mbuma, where Rev. J. Fraser and Miss MacAulay are labouring,
there is a large tract of land under ,cultivation. The produce helps to
feed the scholars while the work is of an instructional nature very
necessary among an agricultural people. November is the usual month
for sowing. The result depends very much upon the rainfall. In
contrast to the previous year, the November of 1955 was very dry, and
the results are consequently not very promising. 'Without timely
showers the seed sown simply rots in the ground and great hardship
may result. The gardens directly connected with the school, and worked
by the scholars under supervision, are not so dependent on rain water.
There is a bore-hole (well), the property of the Mission, in this case
300 feet deep, where there is an abundant supply of water. The water
is raised to the surface by a pump and engine. In all tl1ere are 117
plots, each 12 feet by 4 feet (the most convenient size for watering),
and each student is responsible for the cultivation of three of these.
Because water is plentiful there is usually a fine show of vegetables
when in season-tomatoes, onions, carrots,cabbage, beans and spinach.
On December the 7th the schools closed, and on the night previous
all met together to bid farewell to the students who had finished the
Teacher Training Course and were going out to take up appointments
in various places. As this was the first batch of teachers trained by
Mr. Frascr under the auspices of the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotlan(l, the occasion, we are sure, was quite a memorable onc. In
a letter dated 12th December, 1955, Mr. Fraser writes, "May the
Lord uphold them and keep them in the many temptations with which
they will be beset. They need our prayers."
Mr. Fraser is to be congratulated on the successful completion of
the first two years' course, and we hope and pray that these young
teachers may not only be kept themselves, but may prove under the
blessing of God an influence for good among their fellows wherever
they go.
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