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Ye are Entered into their Labours.
THERE are times and events which forcibly bring to mind that "one
generation passeth away and a~other cometh" (Eccles. i. 4), and that
this solemn process obtains within the realm of the Church of God
as elsewhere among men, and so at the threshold of another year we
cannot avoid some special thoughts regarding the past and the present.
And as to those who have a gracious regard for those things which
concern the Lord Jesus Christ and His King{lom, their minds' at such
a season as this will no doubt reflect upon those with whom they
were acquainted, more or less, and who were witnesses for Christ and
His 1'ruth in the past, but aTe now no more in the Chun~h on earth.
Such an exercise of mind may tend to cast down the servants of the
Lord in the gospel and to sadden the hearts of His believing people in
general. But the words of the Redeemer, "Ye are entered into their
labours" (John iv. 38), constitute a suitable and timely message to all
such; and thus we desire to pen some observations upon the same.
At the conclusion of the meeting between the Lord Jesus and the
woman of Samaria (John iv.) she went her way into the city to invite
the men there to come and see a man which told her all things that
ever she did, saying, "Is not this the Christ?" And we are told that
"In the meanwhile His disciples prayed Him, saying, "Master, eat."
Jesus replied to them, "I have meat to eat that ye know not of," and
later explained the meaning of this answer as follows :-" My meat is
to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work." The
Lord Jesus was wholly absorbed in serving the Father, in fulfilling
His will in all things delegated to Him as' the servant of the Father,
and had always in view finishing the work of redemption which the
Father gave Him to do, in the behalf of all those given to Him out of
the sinful race of Adam. Then the Saviour refers to the harvest and
to he that soweth and he that reapeth, and to their rejoicing together
(John iv. 36). Then again He speaks {Iirectly to His {Iisciples find
makes application to them of His references to sowers and reapers,
saying, "I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other
men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours" (John iv. 38).
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And thus the Lord Jesus reminded the disciples that they, too, had
work devolving upon them in t;onnection with the service of God and
His Kingdom and Church in the world. They had in fact entered
upon labours carried on by those who loved and served God before
their day. Other men such as Moses, Samuel, Isaiah, J el'erniah, John
the Baptist and others had laboured,and were now resting from their
labours in heaven. And they, His intimate followers, had been called
to continue those labours in their day, involving the work of making
known the truth of God to their fellow sinners for their salvation, their
being witneses unto the name and glory of God as a just God and
Saviour, and the work of conserving and building up God's Church in
the world, as they would be used by the Holy Spirit.
And now in our midst as a branch of Christ's Church, these words
of the Saviour, "And ye are entered into their labours," must have
an emphatic meaning and a definite message for all who know and
love the truth as it is in Jesus, among us.
For truly other men
laboured in the past, by the grace and strength of God, to the preserving in Scotland of a Scriptural and pure cause of truth,. embodying
all the vital essentials of the New Testament Church. This was the
case during times of Reformation centuries ago, at the time of the
Disruption in 1843, and no less true in 1893, when the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland was originated, following upon the controversy which arose over the erroneous and God dishonouring Declaratory
Act, passed in the then Free Church Assembly in 1892. Our fathers,
who under God, founded the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
did so on the divine and solid rock of the Word of God and the
doctrine, worship, government and practice required by that same Word.
And we are sadly reminded of their noble, gracious and faithful labours,
during the early and later periods of our Church's history and experiences, by the removal from this earthly scene by death to their eternal
resting place with Christ in heaven, of the late Rev. Neil MacIntyre
and the late Rev. Donald Beaton so recently. These servants of the
Lord Jesus Christ were really the last left among us of those ministers
who as students to begin with, stood by the late Rev. Donald MacFarlane, at the time of the separation from the Free Church in 1893;
and who as ministers were among the few ministers who by the Lord's
help remained stedfast and immovable all their days in their attachment to and labours for the testimony for Christ and His Truth among
us as a Church. Among others who laboured in the Cause of Truth
among us from 1893 until they ended their days in their Master's
service here, were the late Rev. Neil Carneron and the late Rev. J ames
S. Sinclair. And these, with many God-fearing laymen and mothers in
Israel have been removed from the Church on earth to join the ransomed Church in heaven. But in their day they served their Lord and
Master faithfully and were alive and sensitive to the unspeakable value
of the Word of God, a pure gospel and purity in practice within the
Church. They perceived the dangers of compromise in matters
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pertaining to the Cause of Christ and enjoined upon those following
after them, to " stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together
for the faith of the gospel" (Philippians i. 27).
They had their
-encouragements from the Lord and trials time and again from men
and Satan; and through all the Lord Jesus Christ and His testimony
and His law were their delight.
It now remains to be stated tl1at those who truly believe in Christ
and humbly fear the Lord among us as a Church in these days, would
do well to give an ear tD the words of the Redeemer, "And ye are
€ntered into their labours "-yea! by the help of the blessed Holy
Spirit to open their heart to these words which lay such a responsibility
.and 'privilege upon them.
With respect to entering into the labours of those who sel'Ved the
Lord faithfully in the past, there are several matters we would draw
attention to. Let those who profess the name of Christ, look well
and constantly to their profession, 'conscioD's that the eyes of the Church
and the world are upon them. It is expected than such walk wOlthy
of the vocation wherewith they profess to be called. The darker the day,
the greater need there is to "watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation" (Matt. xxvi. 41). Then care not to be considered behind and
out of line with present-day trends in the religious world, where even
those who profess devotion to the faith of the Gospel consider it the
requirement of Christian charity to associate officially with those who
cl well in the camp of modernists as to doctrine and practice. Let us
continue to value and to require the continuance of the preaching of
the whoJecounsel of God regarding sin and salvation; and to discountenance and to disown a one-sided gospel which would tend to avoid
such as the more solemn truths of righteousness and judgment to come,
as well as a positively erroneous type of preaching. And further, the
Church must ever concern itself in the granting of Church privileges
respecting baptism and the Lord's Supper, to do so not only ill the
spirit of Scriptural charity, but also with care and prudence, in a
day when these are permitted to all kinds of persons indiscriminately
in most branches of the visible Church. We are enjoined not to cast
the pearls of the Church's privileges before swine lest such trample
them under their feet, and turn again and rend the Church (see Matt.
vii. 6). Indeed, these words of caution are fully applicable also to
the care which the Church ought to exercise, in the acceptance of
men for the ministry of the gospel. Of course we are keenly sensible
of the fact that those who hold office in the Church and govern therein,
in such matters, are fallible. But as the Church is situated in the
midst of an unfriendly world, it is incumbent upon all who are concerned for the honour of Christ Jesus, that they emulate the Apostle,
who was set for the defence of the gospel (Phi!. i. 17). Other men
laboUl~ed in the past after this manner, and it behoves those who now
follow their footsteps to be likewise engaged in the strength of the
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---------Spirit of God. On the other hand, those sincerely interested in the
furtherance of Christ's cause among us, are to apply themselves to
the encouragement of the true fear of Hod where evidences of it
appear in young or old persons in our congregations. And prayer
there should be also, that the great Head of the Church would send
forth labourers into the ministry of the gospel. Only those whom He
commissions and sends, will endeavour truly to enter into the labours
of those who formerly served the Master faithfully; having in view
the conversion of sinners and the edification of believers. "iPray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send' forth labourers
into His harvest" (Matt. ix. 38). And for tIle internal unity and
purity of the Church, there must of necessity to be the continuance
of Scriptural government and discipline. To these our fathers adhered
strongly. Albeit the exercise of these has occasioned conflict and
trials in the remote and recent past, yet in the ultimate issue good
may he ,expected, and divinely given authority maintained. And finally,
the anointing of the spirit of grace which was undoubtedly upon our
fathers, is greatly needed by those now entering into their labours,
that a distinctive testimony for the Lord Jesus Christ and His Truth,
be conserv.edand made known to generations yet to come.

Life of Dr. Andrew Rivet.
(From the Christian Magazine, Vol. IX., October, 1805,
by DR. THOJlUS MCCRIE, D.D.)
(Continued from page 242.)
In 1641, Rivet accompanied the court of the Hague to London as
domestic chaplain, on oecasion of the marriage of the Prince of Orange
with the Princess Mary, {laughter of Charles I. 'Vhen he was formerly
in England upon his own marriage,he was graciously received by King
J ames; and such was the respect in which he was held, that Charles I,
on the present occasion, presented him with his picture, together with
a golden chain of great value. At this time, the affairs of religion
were greatly embroiled in England, in consequence of the high hierarchical measures of Archbishop Laud and his party, who had made an
unsuccessful attempt to obh'ude the liturgic worship and ceremonies
upon Scotland, and laboured to spread Arminianism and Popery in
England. The nation called loudly for reformation of religious, as well
as of civil abuses; and various petitions were presented to the English
Parliament for the abolition of Episcopacy, and other grievances. Dr.
Rivet mane it ·his business to investigate the true state of matters, and
the ground of dissatisfactions.
He was intimately. acquainted with Archbishop Usher; Williams,
Archbishop of York; and Morton, Bishop of Durham. These prelates
acknowledged to him, that the Church of England stood in need of
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reformation, and professed their great dissatisfaction with the proceedings of Laud, who was then in prison. They eonsulted with him as to
the best method of restoring peace to the distraeted Church. They
wished to adopt a middle plan between the discipline of Holland and
England, aeknowledging that the latter was lax, but alleging that the
former was too rigid. In doctrine they, and particularly Bishop Usher,
professed a cordial agreement with their brethren in Holland. During
the time that Dr. Rivet was in London, Mes&l·s. Henderson, Baillie, and
RutherfOTd were also there, attending upon the Commissioners of
Scotland for a treaty between the two kingdoms. They had several
meetings with him, which were to their mutual satisfaction. " We
have met at length sometimes with Dr. Rivet," says Mr. Baillie; "he
is fully in our minds, and against the bishops." Some years afterwards,
when the Assembly of Divines at Westminster were labouring, against
manifold opposition, to bring the Church of England to a nearer conjunction ~md uniformity with the Reformed Churches, some of their
enemies endeavoured to pr,epossess the mind of Dr. Rivet against them
by fahe aspersions. Of this Mr. Baillie eomplains to Mr. Spang,
minister of the Scots congregation at Campvere in Holland, in a
letter, dated June 28, 1644. "Certainly Mr. Rivet is very ill informed.
As I am an honest man, I never heard man, privately or publicly, speak
either of his person, or any of his writs, but with honour; if he or
any there will give ear to all that is written from London at this time,
they will wrong themselves. That of burning his, or any other divine's
book over"eas, is a malignant calumny." And in a subsequent letter
he says, "I did assure you of the great falsehood of the information
which came to Dr. Rivet."
In the year 1646, our divine was placed at the head of the Orange
College, which llis Highness, Prince William, had newly founded and
endowed in the city of Breda. In this station he continued until his
death.
Though removed from France, Dr. Rivet eontinued to take a lively
interest in the affairs of the Reformed Churches of his native country.
We need not therefore wonder that he did not remain an indifferent
observer of the disputes concerning universal grace, which were excited
among them, and by which they were so much divided and w,eakened.
The seeds of the new doctrine were sown while Mr. Rivet was in France,
by Mr. Cameron, a Scotsman, who was first minister at Bourdeaux, and
afterwards Professor of Divinity at Saumur, a mau possessed of a
quick and subtle genius, of. great reading, considerable eloquence, and
very insinuating in his manners; but greatly addicted to his own
opinions, and fond of novelty in his views of doctrine, and explicatious
of Scripture. His opinions took root, particularly in the University of
Saumur; and two of his scholars, Amyrald and Testard, publiclycirculated them in their discourses and writings. They did not deny, that
by the purpose of God, and the death of Christ, the salvation of a
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certain number was secured; but they taught, that the1',o was an antecedent decree, or purpose of God, to give salvation to all mankind
through Jesus Christ, if they believed on him; and that, in the same
sense, Christ died for all mankind. This doctrine is substantially the
same with that which was attempted to be revived in this country about
the middle of the last century. In following out this opinion, Amyrald
advanced a number of untenable and dangerous propositions, as to the
means of salvation enjoyed by the heathen (teaching that there was a
faith which might be derived from the works of creation and providence), and aho as to the imputation of Adam's sin.
When Amyrald taught more avowedly and boldly the sentiments of
his master, he (Dr. Riv,et) became sensible of the extent and dangerous
nature of the evil. In the meantime, the new opinions continued to
spread in France, and produced great agitation. Dr. Rivet, who was
now in Holland, was repeatedly urged by his Fr.euch acquaintances to
declare his sentiments upon the controver::,y, and to vindicate the doctrine
received in the Reformed Churches. Hearing that the cause was to
come before the National Synod at Alenson, anno 1637, he, in com~
pliance with these solicitations, drew up a " Synopsis of doctrine, concerning Nature and Graoo,drawn from the writings of Amyrald and
Testard, with Reflections," which he sent to the Synod, with the
approbation of thedivinc::, of the University of Leydcn, Groningen, and
Franequer. This treatise, whicll is published among the author's works,
may justly be pointed out asa specimen of the most candid And pacific
controversy. He first states distinctly, from their writings, and often
in their own word::" the sentiments of the patrons of the new doctrine,
on the different articles which were controverted.
Secondly, he
separates, and mentions with due commendation, those things in which
He then more
they did not recede from the orthodox doctrine.
particularly points out those things in which they departed from the
common doctrine, shows briefly. the invalidity of their arguments, their
inconsistency with other sentiments to which they still professedly
adhered, and that all their refinements did not free the doctrinc of
predestination and grace from the objections alleged against it, or
satisfy the adversaries. This treatise was read in the Synod, and
contributed materially to elucidate the question, and to discover the
dangerous tendency of the new opinions. "The Synod writes to you,"
says Monsieur l'Angle, in a letter to Dr. Rivet, "and thanks you for
the care you have of us. All good people think your book excellent.
You have as many friends in the Synod as there are heads in it; for,
thank God, your name is blessed in our churches."
Dr. Rivet, while he was prepared to defend his doctrine from the
Word of God, was careful to vindicate the authors who had been
represented as favouring the new doCtrine; and, with the same view,
he drew up a collection of testimonies from the public confessions and
acts of the Reformed Churches, and from their most eminent writers,
which he pubIlshed separately from the Synopsis.
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The controv,ersy soon broke out with greater violence. Amyrald had
been greatly irritated by the clear exposure which our divine had made
of his tenets, and by his steady opposition to them. In a long preface
to " A Specimen of Animadversions conoorning Universal Grace," which
he publiohed in the year 1648, he attacked Dr. Rivet with great virulence
and abuse, accusing him of creating enemies to him in France, by
private Letters to ministers and people, and even persecuting him beyond
seas, by inciting the Assembly at Westminster to condemn his doctrine.
Thus rudely attacked in a book which was everywhere circulated, the
venerable divine, at the age of beventy-six, again 'appeared in the field
of controversy, and, in an "Apologetical Epistle," addressed to his
brother, he repelled the assault with becoming dignity and spirit; but,
at the same time, with a moderation in which he showed himself as
much superior to his antagonist, 'as in yea1'5 and learning. After a
modest allusion to his long services and his age, with a complaint of
the manner in which he had been treated, he gave a particular detail of
all that he had done in the affair, either privately or publicly, which
completely wiped off the aspersions which had been thrown upon him.
The Assembly at London had alsownt him a formal attestation, in
which they unanimously declared, that he never made any representation
to them, directly or indirectly, on the 'affair of Amyrald, nor had ever
urged them to condemn his doctrine.
Dr. Rivet, now far advanced in years, still continued stout, and in
general, healthy. In the year 1650, he wrote to his beloved and only
surviving brother, William, lord of Champvernon, and minister of TailLeburgh, a letter concerning "a good old age." In it he says, "On
the 2nd of July last, according to the Gregorian computation, I finished
my 78th year, and, on the day following, entered my 79th; my comfort,
whom God hath yet preberved to me, having reached the 76th year of
her age, and the 29th of our matrimonial connection. Both of us,
thank God, enjoy a healthy old age; I particularly, who can either walk
or stand (for I sddom sit) when I read 01' write. My eyes are not yet
so dim as to require the assistance of glasses, which my wife has used
for several year&, as also her celebrated brother (Peter du Moulin), who
is four years older than me, and is a rare exampLe of one who, at
such an age, retaining his wonted strength of body and mind, still
discharges his office in the church and in the university, to the singular
edification of both." He then proceeds to mention, that their advanced
age, and the disease with which they had lately been attacked,
admonibhed both him wnd his brother to prepare for death, and
rendered the subject of his letter proper for their meditation. The
subject is excellently handled. A rich vein of piety, erudition, and
wisdom, matured by experience, runs through the whole. The philosophy
of Cicero, and the morals of Seneca, are here refined and exalted by
the divinity of Paul, and the wisdom of Solomon.
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We are now approaching to the close of the life of this great and
good man. During the remaining part of this year, he was principally
employed in revising llis printed works, and insup.erintending a new
edition of the whole, which had been much called for. He had the
satisfaction of seeing the first volume in folio published in 1651, and
proceeding with the remainder; but his attention to this work was
withdrawn by events of a distressing nature; nor did he ever recover,
so as to be able to resume it. He who had borne domestic trials with
fortitude, who had laid in the grave a beloved wife, and thr<>e sons
of great expectation, who had just arrived at maturity,· now sunk
under the calamities which befell the church and commonwealth. A
dark cloud threatened to cover the British Churches, after a bright
prospect of r.efonnation. Late occurrences did not augur well to the
reformed churches in France; and during the last year, they had been
deprived of some great lights, his fonner acquaintances and drar
friends. The rec.ent death of Frederic Spanheim, that ornament of
the University of Leyden, greatly affected him. But above all was he
afflicted by the mournful tidings of the death of the two illustrious
members of the houS€ of Orange--the father, who had always treated
him with the most distinguished regard, and the son, his pupil, of
whose piety, ardent attachment to the true religion, and resolutions to
set forward reformation, he had the most satisfactory proofs, but who
was taken away in the 25th year of his age, after exciting hopes in
all who knew him. The grief of Dr. Rivet on this occasion was neither
slight nor transitory. It was observed by his friends that his visage
was altered and that his strength visibly decayed, and was the means
of bringing on that inveterate disorder which, in a short time, put a
period to his mortal life.
He who was made so instrumental in promoting the interests of the
Church during the active part of his life was honouroo by God to give
a remarkable testimony to religion on his death-bed, which is deserving
of a particular record, and of being more generally known than it
has hitherto been.
Although Dr. Rivet still enjoyed good health, with the exception of
occasional attacks of the stoM, yet his mind had for some time been
turned to the subject of death, and he appeal'ed to be impressed with
the opinion of the near approach of his own dissolution. He often
departed from his ordinary course in reading the Scriptures in his
family, and selected such passages as Job xiv., PsaI. xlix" cxliv., Eccles.
iii., iv. Walking in the garden with a friend the week before he was
seized with his last illness, and giving directions as to the dressing of
SOlll€ trees, "If I am spared," said he, "to the spring, the sight of
them will give me pleasure; if not, I shall enjoy a garden infinitely
more delightful." His friend, suggesting that there was no reason for
him speaking thus, as his constitution was so finn, he reproved him,
and said that he ought to speak to him in another manner: that he
was arrived at that age when he should be daily looking for death, and
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that he had reawn to thank God that he was prepared for an immediate
departure. The same day being requested by Monsieur Hulse, the
pastor of the French church at Breda, to preach the sermon after the
dispensation of the Sacrament of the Supper, he chos'e as his text
Psa!' cxliv., 3, 4: "Lord, what is man, that thou takest knowledge
of him! or the son of man, that thou makest account of him! Man is
like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that passeth away." To a
friend he signified, before going to the pulpit, that he had a design of
choosing another passage more adapted to the occasion, but felt himself
so strongly inclined to meditation upon death, that he could not apply
his mind to any other subject. He delivered the discourse with a strong
voice, and with great animation and fervency. Never did his audience
hear from him a more excellent sermon, both as to the matter and the
weighty expressions he used. Every word which he uttered appeared
to come from the heart, and to sink into the hearts of the hearers. He
enlarged upon the shortness and vanity of human life, which he illustrated by many striking comparisons. He placed death before the
eyes of the aged ; but when he came to that part of the sermon in
which he mentioned the recent death of his illiistrious pupil, his firmness gav,e way, and he melted into tears.
Next day he continued to enjoy bis usual health, but on Tuesday, the
27th December, 1650, he complained of a violent pain in the lower part
of the intestines, caused by obstruction. In vain did the most skilful
physicians use means to expel the cause of the disorder; its virulence
resisted and baffled all their efforts. His body swelLed, and the tumour
ascending and spreading to his vitab, his heart and breasts were excessively pained. When he learned the nature of the disease, he himself
pronounced it mortal: "Not," said he, "that I refuse the use of
remedies; for the sake of my friends, let ev,erything which is thought
proper be done; as to the event, I rest securely upon my God." His
niece, Mary du Moulin, having signified, in answer to his inquiry, that
she also thought his disease nwrtal, he commended her for speaking
to him in that manner, requested her never to leave him, but to
endeavour to comfort and support him; "For, though I am not alarmed
at death," added he, "yet I am afraid I may sink under the acuteness
of the pain." He then prayed thus: "Great God, thou art my Father,
and' hast given me both life and the new life. Thou hast taught me
from my early youth, and hitherto I have declared thy wonders; leave
me not now in old age. Hitherto Thou ha...,t graciously continued me
in uncommon soundness of body and faculties. Lord God, if it is
Thy will that I be farther employed in Thy service, Thou canst in a
momen t alleviate the disease; but if Thou hast decreed otherwise, I
am Thy servant-Thy will be done; only make me resigned to Thy
will. Let not the good Spirit depart from me; and since Thou !bast
been pleased to lay me aside from Thy work, grant that I may die
in such a manner as to be an example to others; that I may persevere
Xl
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in that sound doctrine which I have taught, and give such a confession
before witnesses, as may in~truct and edify Thy Church; that, by a
lively faith, I may apply to myself the promises of the Gospel, to my
eternal consolation. Thou knowest my debility and infirmities j suffer
not these excruciating pains to carry me to impatience and complaints.
Support me under them; keep the door of my lips."
He earne;;tly entreated his wife to leave him, and take another bed,
that she might not be afflicted with the sight of his sufferings. He
continued to pour out, in the hearing of his niece, the most pious
ejaculations, expressive of patience, penitence, faith, and zeal, mingled
with selr"denial and abasement: "God hath wrought for me; I will
mention His righteousness toward me. If I should say I am righteous,
my mouth would condemn me. God forbid; rather I will acknowledge
mine iniquity. I pray that my grief for sin may be increased as this
body is rent with pain, that I may present the sacrifice of a contrite
heart, pleasing to God. Accept, 0 Lord, this imperfect sacrifice,and
let its defedts be supplied by the perfect righteou;;ness of the great
High Priest."
" Grace," cried he again, "mere grace," and repeated Rom. viii. 33, 34.
Awakening from a short slumber, he broke out, " I am God's, He shall
save me. He hath honoured me with an holy vocation; He hath not
allowed His gifts to he altogether useless in me; indeed I can say that
in His ~ervice I was far from being actuated by covetousness. I was
first persuaded of the truth of the Gospel which I preached to others.
Yea, I tasted of the good word of God j I felt its power p.enetrating
even to the dividing of the soul and spirit. Thou knowest my heart,
eternal God; Thou knowest that I am not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ, and that I have studied Thy honour. I humbly acknowledge
that any good that is about me has flowed from Thy grace; my defects
I ascrihe entirely to my own innate corruption. Alas! how often
have I come short and sinned in the discharge of the duties of my
sacred office, not only by omission but positive transgression. Long
ago would I have been rejected had I not had to do with a benign
and forgiving Master. Enter not into judgment with Thy servant.
Pardon, my God, pardon the iniquities of Thy servant. I do not
object to Thy correction, only let not the temptation exceed my
strength, lest I fall into impatience, and become a stumbling-block to
others. 0 how light is the correction when compared with the. greatness of my fault! How slight are any temporary pains compared
with the eternal punishment from which I am redeemed by Him who
poured out His soul on the cross for me; FOR ME-this is the language
of faith, particularly applying the general promises! This indeed
is ·a faithful saying, and worthy it is to be received by all, that Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sinners, of whom I. am the' first.
Seal all Thy promises on my soul. Grant that from the bottom of my
heart I may understand these delightful words, Be of good cheer, my
son, thy sins be forgiven thee."
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His wife having put him in mind that he ought to send for his
son from the Hague, "By all means," said he, "it should have been
done before. I desire to see him, not from any carnal affection (for I
no longer love any according to the flesh), but that I may bless him
before I die." He gave directions that every visitant should be admitted
to him. "A man in my station," said he, "ought to be an example
to others on such an occasion, and to give a confession of his faith,
not to gratify vain glorification, for it is a small matter with me to
obtain the approbation of men; but I wish the salvation of many,
and to bear testimony to the truth of those things which I have publicly
taught." 'When a number of his friends w,ere present, "Behold," cried
he, "a monument of the great mercy of God! He hath loaded me
with 'benefits temporal and spiritual all my life; and now, before
excessive ag,e has made me peevish and sick, He comes to me, He
prev,ents me, He calls me. I do not mourn at leaving the world, I
have lived long enough; I have been allowed to make ,a trial of all
things, and have found them to he vanity and vexation of spirit. Christ
is gain; in life and death He will not desert me; if He loads the body
withpuin, He increases the joy of the soul. Come, and I will tell
you' what He hath done for my soul: I called upon Him, He opened
His ear, He heal'd mc, and blotted out my iniquities like a cloud." He
would permit no minister to go away until he had prayed with him.
"Pray," he would say, "it is a proper season."
His wife still continuing beside him, "It is gl'ieving to me," said
he, "'to see one whom I honoul' so much, so aged, and feeble, thus
deprived of rest, and distressed"; but finding that she was reluctant
to leave him, he acquiesced: "Well, as you will have it so, stay; it
is a satisfaction to me to see you; God will strengthen you." Throughout the evening of Friday, the 30th, he endured the most excruciating
pains; the intervals of relaxation were filled up with fervent prayers
for the Church, the pastors, and magistrates. "0 God, do not withdraw
Thy protection from these provinces; transfer not from them Thy
candlestick; let not Thine anger wax hot on account of the great
increase of wickedness and profanity. Incline the hearts of men to
repentance, that Thy judgments may be prevented. Preserve the body
in unity; in the first place, keep them united to Thee, without which
all uni'ty is but conspiracy. Grant that the people may remain grateful
and kind to that prince who, is the only surviving branch of that
illustrious race which Thou hast used to bring Thy work to perfection
in the midst of them. Inspire the boy (the young Prince of Orange,
William, who was afterwards the inS<trument of the happy deliverance
of Britain, at the Revolution in 1688) with the spirit of Thy fear, of
prUdence, courage, and magnanimity; deliver him from profane men,
from flatterers, and persons who minister to vicious and infamous
pleasure,,; and give him the assistance of faithful and uncoTI"upt men,
lovers of -the truth and of equity. It is time, Lord, for Thee to assist."
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In the morning he was completely exhausted by much speaking and
by abstinence; for such was the violence of the disorder that his
stomach instantly rejected even the;,mallest quantity of drink which
he took to quench his burning ,thirst. His body, too, was tortured by
the different remedies which the physicians were using. Yet he bore
all with great patience, often saying, "I told you before that they
would not avail j but it matters not, the usual practice must be followed; do what you think proper for your own satisfaction." And
f>miting upon his belly, "This sack," said he, "is corrupt and filthy;
it is a sink and collection of pains.
I thank my God who hath
afflicted me in this ignoble part, and ha'th, in the meantime, left my
iheart sound and my brain free and pure. Grant, 0 God, what above
all things I desire, that nothing may come from this mouth, breathing
aught that is contrary to charity and thanksgiving. 0, that it may
never be contaminated with such filthiness."
(To be continued.)

Observations upon Strathpeffer Convention.
By the

REV.

DONALD MACLEAN, Portree.

THE Strathpeffer Convention of 1953 reach'ed a new record in point of
numbers and wa,s considered by its supporters to be the most successful
ever held. 'l'he purpose of this religious Convention is "the deepening
of the spiritual life by prayer, by Bible study and united Christian
witness." It is evident that, in the main, the Conference has in view
those who are already converted and who are in possession of spiritual
life, which appears to need deepening. We must say that we do not
like the expression "deepening of spiritual life" as it seems to imply
in some way that there is some defect in the life imparted by the
Holy Ghost in regeneration, which needs to be deepened by Conventions
such as these. Once a sinner has been bol'Il again, the life imparted to
him can never die. We readily agree that the Lord's people grow in
grace and inbhe knowledge of their Lord and Saviour but this is
not a deepening of the life, but renewed exercises of that life which
they came to possess when the Holy Spirit regenerated them. For
these exercises they are completely dependent on the same Spirit, who
leads them into all truth.
Another danger in conventions such as these arises from the
assumption of the speakers, in addressing their audience, to treat
their hearers as those who are already in the faith and to ignore the
discriminating nature of Divine Truth in separating the precious from
the vile. This lack of discrimination is all the more serious W1hen
people are gathered from all quarters to a Convention such as this.
Unless a sinner is effectually called by the Holy Ghost and united to
Christ by faith in that call, he is a complete stranger to the privileges

Obse1'vations upon Strathpeffer Convention.
-------

267

of the child of God and has no saving interest in those promises which
are yea and amen in Christ Jesus. Therefore, to address an audienee
gathered together in this way and to fail to make this distinction clear
is to do violence to the Word of God and to be unfaithful to souls.
We have not had an opportunity of reading any of the addresses
given, as we understand that they are not published, but an article
did appear in the Free Church Monthly Record from the pen, we
expect, of its editor who was one of the speakers at the Convention.
The subject is on Christian Worship, the address being given at one
of the moming meetings. Here we meet with that lack of discrimination, for the speaker evidently assumes that all his hearers are
worshippers and makes no effort to bring before them that there can
be no true worship apart from the new birth and the presence and
power of the Holy Ghost. In fact the Holy Ghost is not mentioned
at all-a rather strange omission when dealing with such a subject.
While we lack the materials to form a complete conclusion as to
the doctrine taught at this Convention we can conclude what kind
of "life" needed deepening from the unscriptural practices which
abounded. As we would expect, hymns and instnlmental music formed
a large part of the diets. "lvVe are told that" the musical requirements
of the Convention were never so fully met as on this occasion. Rev.
John Macbeath, of Inverness, showed himself a competent and Spi1'ited
conductor," etc. It is to be 'hoped that this reverend gentleman will
have his eyes opened to learn that "bodily exercise profiteth little:
but godliness is profitable unto all things, having the promise of the
life that now is and of that whioh is to come." Vve commend to
him the study of true godliness and it will save him from such exhibitions as a musical conductor.
We have already mentioned that
Professor Finlayson of the Free Church was a speaker at this Convention. We are also told that the evening meetings were under the
"able cihainnanship of the Rev.D. Leitch," who is Free Church
minister of Dingwall. These two men arc not youths who have recently
appeared from the portals of the Free Church College and might
be carried away by untutored zeal to mingle with such an affair. On
the contrary, they are men whom the Free Church delig'ht to honour.
One is the Professor of Theology, the other is the Moderator-elect for
1954. We do not know if there were other Free Church ministers
at the Convention, but we do know from reports in the press that at a
Youth Rally broadcast on a Sabbath night, the" hymns were announced
by a Free Church minister, and every one, including ministers of the
Free Church joined to sing them to the accompaniment of organ
music." A letter was written to the paper congratulating the Free
Churcih on this departure. The writer signed himself as "Exile "-a
singularly appropriate name, for only one with a Babylonish spirit
would hasten to eongratulate men on what is, in our opinion, a breach
of their ordination vows. It is only too evident that these Free Church
ministers were thoroughly at home amidst these unscriptural practices.
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Perhaps the most extraordinary thing at this Convention was Il
commemoration of the Lord's Supper which took place on the Thursday.
V.le are told that the service was conducted hy a minister of the
Chmch of Scotland while the elements were distributed by an elder
of the Church of Scotland, an elder of the Free Church, a deacon
of the Baptist Church, and a leader of the Plymouth Brethren. This
disappearance of " all barriers of sect and denomination" is doubtless
meant to be an evidence of the deepening of spi~itual life and, when
we come to examine the principles professed by these people during
the rest of the year, we are met with confusion leading us to conclude
that they are not really serioas in their profession. For instan.ce, the
}<'ree Chmch elder belongs to a Chmch which has its existence as a
separate body because it is in a state of protest against the present
Church of Scotland, while the Baptist, acting on his principles, would
ordinarily exclude the officiating minister and the two elders from
the Lord's Supper because they were not "immersed believers." T,he
Plymouth Brother, while agTeeing with his Baptist friend, would take
a step further as 118 does not admit the need of a ministry in the
sense that we do. All these principles are now thrown overboard for
the sake of a mere outward unity, for the following week these people
would all be back at their various denominations contending earnestly
for the very points they set aside at this Convention. The Free
Church elder will retul'll to his Church with its form of worship, etc.,
and may, for all we know, belong to the noisy minority in that body
who are for ever speaking about that ecdesiastical mirage called the
"Free Churoh Testimony." The Baptist and Plymouth Brother likewise will be setting forth the distinctive tenets they abandoned at
Strathpeffer as part of their testimony! It seems a pity that men,
by their conduct, should pillory themselves in the public gaze as lacking
in religious principle and consistency, but to act in the foregoing manner
is to go contrary to the elementary promptings of common sense. Rev.
W. Craig, Fortrose, addressing his Presbytery in the Church of Scotland, referred to the Convention in the following tenus: "It had
been blessed with a wave of spiritual power, the borders of which no
man could calculate. The power of God had been manifestly present."
Referring to the commemoration of the Lord's Supper already referred
to, he gives us one of the fruits of this power. (( No one lcnmv or cared
who was distributing the elements because the motto was 'All one in
Christ Jesus.''' We would solemnly remind this minister that there
is One who does know and who does care who take to do with His
ordinances. In connection with this very ordinance He has issued the
most solemn warning through His holy Word, "Wherefore whosoever
shall eat of this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily,
.shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that
cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body" (I Cor. ii. 27-29).
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We would further suggest that one should reserve their utterances
about the power of God until they had some real experience of its
blessed influence. Should that day ever come in the experienee of some
they will n'lalise and appreciate the authority of Divine Truth and in
our opinion that will lead them out of the Church of Scotland and
cause them to turn their back upon the sentimentalism of Strathpeffer.
These strange happenings are symptomatic of the worthlessness of
the modern religion. This applies not only to that section commonly
called 'Modernistic" but also in large measure to that usually termed
" Evangelistic." Let our readers ever remember that the word
" Ev,angelistic " is used to cover both Calvinistic and Arminian teaching.
Because a man is described as Rn "evangelical" that does not mean
for a moment that he is necessarily a Calvinist preaehing the glorious
gospel of the blessed God. On the contrary, a perusal of religious
literature makes it abundantly plain that the majority of " evangeli~als "
are Arminian in their teaching. This is not the place to discourse on
the deceitful errors of Anninianism. It will suffice to say at present
that the Arminian teaches that Christ died for all men in the same
sense and that His death does not actually save anybody in particular
but makes the salvation of all men possible. He teaches, not that
man is completely dead in sin and unable to do anything to save 'himself
or to prepare himself for salvation, but rather that man has power
to co-operate with common grace and that which alone distinguishes
the believer from others is his own use of grace. It is obvious that
the faith inculcated by such teaching is a faith that rests in the power
of man to exercise upon a Saviour who, he believes, died for all men.
lt is essentially a man-made religion and like all the works of men
will be of no avail at the last, however loud-sounding the profession at
the present time.
We take the opportunity also of warning our people against the
attending of services held by travelling evangelists where unscriptural
practices are given a place. Added to the usual hymns and instrumental
music, there is a practice which we disapprove, only too common at
such meetings. We refer to the custom of asking new "converts" to
give their testimony. These people, mostly young, moved by a zeal
without knowledg'e give a public account of their " conversion" which,
on some occasions, causes quite an impression. After a lapse of time
it only too often happens that these very people go bade to the world
to the disgrace of religion and the delight of those who blaspheme.
This is a serious evil and should not be countenanced.
Our times are rendered specially dangerous because they are times
of apostacy and declension. The darkness, like that of Egypt, can be
felt, and as the Lord is taking away His witnesses one by one, the
darkness ,gets more intense, and those who do not feel it thus are
sadly in need of an awakening.
Never at any time was it more
necessary for those who desire to follow the Lamb whithersQever He
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goeth to take the Word of God as a light to their feet and a lamp to
their path with regard to doctrine, worship and pra<ltice. Never was
it more necessary to keep clear the line of demarcation between the
Church and the World, and between that religion which is a fruit of
Christ's death and the operation of the Holy Ghost, and that which
is the product of man's devising.
We earnestly commend to our
people the close study of the Word of God and a constant application
to the Throne of Mercy for grace to keep them in this cloudy and
dark day. "0 Lord my God, consider well, and answer to me make;
mine eyes enlighten, lest the sleep of death me overtake" (Ps. xiii. 3).

The Importance of Spiritual Comfort.
By REV. JOHN COLQUHOUN, D.D., Minister of the Gospel, Leith (1813).
THE high importance and utility of spiritual consolation, in qualifying
believers for the lively exercise of their graces, and the spiritual perfornlance of their duties, will appear, if the following particulars be
considered : 1. It is of such unspeakllJble consequence to them, that the eternal
Father hath, in the greatness of His love, sent His Only Begotten Son
into the world, with a commission to purchase it for them. The Father,
according to His Eternal Covenant with the Son as last Adam, sent
Him, in order that He might bear their griefs, and carry their sorrows;
and so might, at the infinite expense of His unparalleled anguish,
agony and death, purchase for them, the comfort which they, in the
first Adam, had forfeited. He sent His Only, His Dear Son, to endure
the pains of eternal death for them, that they might enjoy, in union
with Him, the comfort of eternal life; that they might enter into
Zion, with songs of triumph in their lips, and with everlasting joy on
their heads. The Lord Jesus HiIThs·elf hath declared, that the comforting
of mourners in Zion, was a prirtcipal object of His mission into the
world. "The Spirit of the Lord God," saith He, "is upon Me, because
the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek: He
hath sent Me to bind up the broken hearted . . . to comfort all
that mourn; to give unto them that mourn in Zion, beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of prais·e for the spirit
of heaviness" (Isaiah lxi. 1-3). Tihe Father hath also exalted Him, in
the human nature, to universal dominion; on purpose that, He might
dispense the comfort of salvation, to all who should believe in Him.
Accordingly, when He was about to leave the world, the legacy which
He left to His disciples, was comfort (John xiv. 27). He promised
that, their sorrow should be turned into joy; and that, in Him, they
should have peace, when, in the world, they should have tribulation
(John xvi. 20, 33). So great is the importance of Divine consolation
to the saints, and to the glory of God in their salvation; that the Father
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and the Son, send the Holy Spirit, to apply it to their souls. The
Spirit, accordingly, testifieth of Christ (John xv. '26); witnesseth their
adoption into the family of God; and seals them to the day of redemption. In performing these offices, He invigorates and cheers their
hearts. Nay, so important, so excellent, is spiritual comfort,. in: the
estimation of God, that God the Father, assumeth this title, " The God
of consolation" (Romans xv. 5), "The God of all comfort" (II Cor.
i. 3): God the Son, is styled, "The Consolation of Israel" (Luke ii.
25); and God the Adorable Spirit, is distinguished by this cheering
title, "The Comforter" (John xvi. 7). In few words, so high is the
value, whicih the Lord setteth upon holy comfort, that He gives this
solemn charge to the ministers of His Word: "Strengthen ye the
weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a
fearful heart, Be strong, fear not" (Isa. xxxv. 3, 4). Do men set
such a high value upon earthly comforts, as to pursue, 'With unwearied
diligence, the enjoyment of them ~ With what incomparably higher
esteem, should believers regard heavenly consolations, in which, the
infinite excellence of redeeming grace, is displayed with transcendent
lustre (Job xv. 11)!
2. Spiritual consolation is of such high importamce, as to form an
essential part of that eternal life, which God who cannot lie, promised
before the world began. Tilmt it is a part of eternal life, was evinced
above. Comfort or joy, is so essential a part of life eternal in heaven,
that heaven itself is, in scripture, styled Joy (Matt. xxv. 21). To
enter into heaven, is, to enter into joy, the joy of the Lord Jesus. If
then, fulness of joy is a necessary part of eternal life, as consummated
in heaven; doubtless joy, though in an inferior degree, is a part of
the same etemal life, as begun upon earth. Now, doth spiritual
consolation form a part, even of life eternal ~ Is it necessary to holiness and happiness, not only as a means to the end, but, by a nobler
kind of necessity, as a part of the end itself'
How unspeakably
important, then, how divinely exceHent, must it be! It is supernatural,
spiritnal, and Divine; and, therefore, is of a nature inconceivably more
pure, sublime, and ennobling, than any natural delight, any earthly
joy.
Instead of corrupting and debasing the soul, as carnal joys
frequently do, it beautifies and dignifies it. So highly important in
our view, is even earthly comfort or joy, that, as Chrysostom says,
" '"ve do all in order that we may joy." But creature comforts, even
though enjoyed in the utmost variety, and in the 'highest degree, are in
comparison of Divine consolation, and that,· in the lowest degree, but
as the glimmering taper before the meridian sun. Holy consolation is
a commodity .of heaven, that distant country, not to be imported, but
by faith and prayer. It makes a man inexpressibly more happy, than
any earthly comforts can do. One smile of the Redeemer, one glance
of heaven, as the sure portion of the holy soul, yields more content
and .comfort, than all the delights of this world. What are any, what
are all, earthly joys, compared with the joy of him, who rejoiceth in the
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Lord. Indeed, ru;; Luther says, to comfort the heart is more than to
create a world. How inexpressibly powerful and grateful is heavenly
consolation, to the distressed soul! When David had been under great
trouble, when a flood of bitter waters, had overflowed his soul; the
Lord let fall a drop or two of heavenly comfort, and all was turned
unto sweetness (Ps. xciv. 19). 0 the inconceivable excellence, the
unparalleled sweetness, of Divine cansolation!
3. The high importance of spiritual comfort, will also appear, if we
eonsider that, it is the pure delight which saints havc, in common with
holy angels. The plcasures of s'cnse, are such as believers have, in
common with irrational creatures; the pleasures merely of reason, are
such as they 'atl<ain equally with other men; but the delights of communion with God, are such as they enjoy in common with the angels
of light. They are not, indeed, the same in degree, as the joys of
angels, but they are the same in kind .. They are the pleasures of a
soul, and not of bodily sense; the delights of a holy soul, and not of
a carnal mind. The pleasures of tTIle religion, do immediately affect
the soul, that part ,of a holy man, by which he is allied to the world
of spirits; and therefore they are to be regarded, as the only sublime,
the only tTIle, pleasures of a man. When holy souls are comfOlted,
they are entertained as with angels food. Their consolation is not
only spiritual, and therefore suitable to a holy and immortal spirit;
but, it is substantial and satisfying, heavenly and glorious (I Pet. i. 8).
Their joy is, in its own nature, unspeakably glorious, and is accompanied with glorying in the cross of the Lord Jesus Ohrist. It is
truly honourable, and is the earnest of glory, in their souls. When
sinners have" come to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to
the blood of sprinkling," they so "come to an innumerable eompany
of angels," as, in some measure, to participate with them, in that
sublime, that celestial delight, wihich they always enjoy, in the presenee
of God and the Lamb. They then, begin to imitate the holy and
'blessed angels, in delighting in objects of the greatest worth, and especially, in the will and the glory of God in Christ.
4. Spiritual consolation is of such consequence to believers, and
to the glory of God in their salvation, that every part of sacred Scripture, contributes to p1·omote it, and is intended to do so. "Whatsoever
things were written aforetime," says the Apostle Paul, "were written
for our learning, that we, thro~a'h patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4): as if he had said, "Whatever
things were, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, written in the Old
Testament, were left on record, not only for the instruction of our
ancestors, but for ours likewise; in order that we, by means of them,
might be excited and encouraged to exercise patience, under all our
afflictions, and might be partakers of the joy of faith, and comfort of
the Holy Spirit, so as to attain the sure hope of grace to bear them,
and of glory to crown them." All the types and prophesies, histories
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-----and examples, laws and doctrines, recorded in the Scriptures, were
designed to increase the consolation of believers, under their various
troubles. Accordingly, they all, in the hand of the Adorable Spirit,
serve, either directly or indirectly, to advance t'heir ·corofort. For
this end, were the Old and New Testaments written, that they might,
like· breasts of consolation, be sucked by the children of God (Isa.
lxvi. 11). The blessed Word is, in all its parts, a magazine of comfort
to the saints. Even those parts of it, whieh seem least adapted to
afford them comfort, do, notwithstanding, promote their consolation
and their delight. The strictest of its commands, prescribe to them
delightful work (Ps. cxix. 140). The severest of its threatenings, deter
them from wandering out of such ways, as are ways of pleasantness
and paths of peace. The law as a covenant, is subservient to the
Gospel, and both serve, to bring the believing soul to holy comfort
(I Cor. xiv. 3). One commendation of the statutes of God, is, that
"they rejoice the heart" (Ps. xix. .8). The Holy Word of God is,
in all its parts, inexpressibly sweet to the exereised Christian: it is
" the joy and rejoicing of his heart" (J er. xv. 16). The most delicious
honey, is not so grateful to the palate, as the Holy Scriptures are,
to the spiritual taste (Ps. xix. 10). How unspeakably important and
useful, then, must spiritual consolation be; when it is the great design
of every part of sacred Scripture, to advallCe it in the souls of
believers!
5. So important is t'his comfort, that all the dispensations of
Divine grace and providence, m'e contimtally concun'ing, to increase it
in the saints. "'Ve know," says an apostle, "that all things work
together for good, to them who love God, to them who are called
according to His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). By the "good" which
is here mentioned, is meant, the spil'itual and eternal happiness, or
welfare of the saints. But the spiritual and eternal happiness of
the saints, consists in spiritual joy, as well as, in spiritual knowledge
and true holiness. All things, then, all dispensations and occurrences
of providence, however .diversified, however afflictive, do, even now,
under the special influence of the over-ruling wisdom and grace of
God, co-operate, in all their diversified connections and consequences,
one with another, to promote the spiritual joy, the holy consolation,
of them who sincerely love Him. All hands, in heaven, and eart'h,
and hell, are presently and continually at work; in order to increase,
either directly or indirectly, the comfort of them who delight in the
Lord: and, if all things, do continually work together f01" their consolation, nothing remains, to work ,against it. How important, then,
how useful, to subserve the purposes of the Divine glory in their
salvation, must the consolation of ibelievers be, when all things in the
universe, are continually employed in advancing it! when all persons,
all dispensations, all events, are incessantly concurring to promote it!
Prosperity and adversity, whether in things internal or external, work
together, and under gracious and providential influence, from a curious
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checker-work, which afterwards will, in the light of glory, be contemplated with unceasing admiration. If the Lord brings His people to
His holy mountain, it is that He may make them joyful in His house
of prayer (Isa. Ivi. 7): if He brings them into the wilderness, it is
with a view to speak comfortably to them (Hos. ii. 14): if their
sufferings, at any time, abound, it is in ol'der that, their consolation
may also abound (II Cor. i. 5). The sufferings of others, are conductive to the increase of their consolation; and the comforts of others,
are also for their consolation and salvation (II Cor. i. 6). The Lord,
by afflictions, empties, humbles, and melts them, t'hat they may be
vessels, fitted to receive a larger measure of grace and comfort CPs.
cxix. 71). Their loss of other comforts, commonly issues in their being
favoured with more of spiritual comfort; and therefore it is more
profitable for them. The Lord Jesus woundeth, in order to heal them;
He casteth down, when He designs to raise them up; and He brings
death, as it were, upon their feelings, wishes, and prospects, when He is
about to grant them, the desire of their souls. When He had told
His disciples, that He was soon to depart from them, and so to
remove from them the greatest earthly comfort that ever they enjoyed,
which was His bodily presence; sorrow filled their 'hearts; but He
assured them, that this loss would be expedient, or, as the original
word also signifies, profitable for them; inasmuch as it would make
way for a still greater mercy, the coming of the Comforter, to abide
with them for ever (John xvi. 6, 7).
Believers then may assure
themselves, that t'he all-compassionate Saviour will, at no time, and on
no account, take away any of their comforts from them, but with a
view to give them better comforts. He will usually be sweetest to
them, when their lot, in the world, is bitterest; for the sharper their
trials are, the more will they serve, to prepare them for His sweetest
consolations. If even thick clouds intercept, for a season, t'he cheering
light of His countenance from them; those very clouds, will occasion
this light to break forth again upon them, with the brighter splendour.
Whether their troubles be external, or internal, they, in the hand of
the Holy Spirit, serve to shew them, how much they need to trust
constantly and solely in the Lord Jesus, for sanctifying and supporting
grace; and the more tihey trust in Him, the more comfort, as well as
holiness, do they receive from His fulness.
(To be continued.)

. 'CHRISTI.AN: What a fool, quoth he, am I, thus to lie in a stinking
dungeon, when I may as well walk at liberty! I have a Key in my
bosom, called Promise, that will, I am persuaded, open any lock in
Doubting Castle. Then said HOPEFUL : That is good news, good
brother; pluck it out of thy bosom, and try.-From Pilgrim's Progress.
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Tribute to the late Rev. Neil Maclntyre.
THE Southern Presbytery of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland
resolves to place on record its deep sense of the great loss which has
been sustained through the death of Rev. Neil MacIntyre, Edinburgh.
In his early manhood Mr. MacIntyre was brought to a saving knowledge of the truth. Shortly afterwards he began to study for the
ministry and was a student at the time the infamous Declaratory Act
was passed in the Free Church. He gave his wholehearted support to
those who opposed that Act, and when the Free Presbyterian Church
was formed in 1893 none was more pleased than he to cast in his lot
with those who felt tMy owed it to God and to their feUow-men to
separate from the Declaratory Act Free Church which had so grievously
departed from the ·Word of God. Some who promised well at that
time, and whom Mr. MacIntyre regarded as true friends, showed afterwards by separating from the Free Presbyterian Church that they
had never grasped the real significance of the testimony which was
raised by the Rev. Donald Macfarlane and the Rev. Donald Macdonald
in 1893.
Mr. MacIntyre, however, proved all along that the Cause of Christ
was more precious to him than having the friendship of mere men and
he could not therefore follow them in the wrong step they had taken.
Before going to Edinburgh as the minister of our congregation there,
Mr. MacIntyre had been in Stornoway for 15 years and in Glendale
-his first charge-for nine years. During those years he experienced
much hardship in fulfilling his duties as a minister of the Gospel, for
travelling facilities were not then what they are now, and this hardship
no doubt contributed to the indifferent state of health in which he was
when he became the minister of our Edinburgh congregation, but, with
the good hand of the Lord upon him, he was restored and continued
afterwards to labour in Chlist's vineyard for 27 years.
As a preacher of the Everlasting Gospel, he declared the whole
counsel of God without fear or favour. There was no attempt on his
part of being eloquent, or of adopting excellency of speech, but he
presented the truth in a plain, simple, deliberate manner. His sermons
were well thought out, and, as he had the gift of spiritualising in no
ordinary measure, some were able to remember what they heard from
him and to meditate thereon to their comfort and edification. His
preaching was doctrinal, practical and experimental, and the Lord's
people throughout our Church were refreshed and encouraged by bis
careful handling of the Word. He was a workman that needed not
to ,be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. For a considerable
time he was Clerk to the Yvestern Presbytery, and also for some time
Clerk to the Southern Presbytery. While in the Parish of Duirinish,
Skye, Mr. MacIntyre served for a number of years on the School
Board of that Parish, also on the Stornoway School Board. He served
the Free Presbyterian Church in Canada, travelling as far west as
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'Winnipeg, and his labours there were highly appreciated by those who
loved the Gospel and the "good old ways" of the Lord. He was a
man who never hesitated to bear public testimony in defence of God's
VV'ord, whether in the pulpit, at public meetings, or travelling about
in the world. He served his master, Christ.
After the death of that most eminent servant of Christ-the Rev.
Neil Cameron-Mr. MacIntYl'e was appointed Convener of the Je~sh
and Foreign Mission Committee and gave it excellent service.
He W:JS of a cheerful disposition, and though he was much disabled
during the last two years of his life he endured his affliction most
patiently and showed cheerful resignation to the will of God.
When it became known on the 12th September that he had passed
away, at the ripe age of 86 years, there was much mourning throughout
the Church, and particularly in those congregations where he had
laboured for many years with much acceptance and where he was
greatly beloved.
We extend to his widow and family our heartfelt sympathy in the
great loss sustained by them in particular, and by our Church in general.

Suipeir an- Tighearn.
LE EANRUIG GROVE.

(Air a leantuinn bho t.d. 248.)
Tha da ni gu sonraicht' a tha air a theagasg dhuinn le samhlachadh
iobairt Chriosd ann a sacramaid na suipeir, 's e sin, mol' olcas a
pheacaidh, agus cho ullamh 's a tha Dia gu a mhaitheadh, ni a
dh'fheumas sinn beacdachadh air mar dhearbhadh air a mhOnnhaitheas.
Chi sinn olcas a pheacaidh ann am fulungais dhaoine eil agus fairichidh
sinn e na'r fulungais fein. Ach cha dean uile thruaighean beatha
dhaoille, na'm has a bhi rioghachadh bho Adhamh dh'ionnsuidh a ghinealaich mu dheireadh de dhaoine a bhitlleas air an talamh, dearbhshoilleireachd agus fianuis dhruighteach a thoirt air olcas a pheacaidh a
bheir fulungais agus has Mhic Dhe. Am feum esan, ancuspair oirdheirc
sin, do'n ainm Mac Dhe, gus an inbhe aig a chumail a mach, agus Uan
Dhe, gu bhi nochdadh a neo-chiontais, basachadh a chum riarachadh
a thoirt air son ciont a pheacaidh ~
Ag'Us cia cho mol' ·agus a
dh-fheumadh a leithid sin de riarachadh ~ Agus c'ar son a tha mise,
hho fhulungasaibhcrniteach mo SUmuighear, gu cothrom a ghabhail
air beachdaihadh air olcas a pheacaidh ach a ooum gu'm bithinn air mo
chur thuige gus fhuathachadh ni's motha na rilln mi riamh, agus gu
cur rotham faire a dheanamh na aghaidh' 'S e so, tha mi mothachail,
a chriocha tha 's an amharc; agus tha mi nis, uimc sin, a toirt thairis,
gach co-bhuinn agus dlirdeas ris a pheacadh, agus an da chuid, ann
am fuath do na pheacadh, agus ann an gradh do mo Slanuighear, a
cur rotham a bhi'n toil' air a dh'ionnsuidh a sgrios gu tur. Agus 's
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mor a mhisneach a tha agam gu so a dheanamh, do bhrigh anns an
ordugh fa'm ehomhair, gu'm bheil a,gam seorsa de shealladh-sul gu
bheil Dia ullamh gu bhi maitheadh gach uile pheaiadh, ni a tha
nochdadh gu'm bheil echo maith agus a tha'm peacadh cho olc.
Bhasaich Criosd mar iobairt, agus mar an robh an iobairt so air
gabhail rithe, c'ar son a tha'n cuimhneachan daonnan so oirre ~ Mar
eil gu leoir innte, c'ar son 11ach eil i bitheanta air a toirt suas, an ait
a bhi bitheanta air a samhlachadh ~ Gu'n amhrus, tha Dia ann an
Criosd a deanamh an t-saoghail reidh ris fein, agus tha e gu h-achdail
reidh riuth-san a ni aithreachas. Thadochas ri maitheanas dosheaehainte feumail do dhiadhachd chreutaireana thuit, agus aon de
na buadhan is beothail de'n diadhachd sin, agus far am bheil an dochas
so air a thogail gu dearbh-bheachd, mar a tha ,e le iobairt Ghriosd, a
tha sinn ann an so a cuimhneachadh, nach fheum sinn suil a bhi ris
gur e tobar na h-umhlachd is suilbhear, is treibhdhirich, agus is
iomlaine~ Cha'n urrain mi ni's motha smuainteachadh gun diult Dia
mo sheirbhis threibhdhireach agus dhileas dha, ged a tha i air a cuartachadh le moran theachdan-gearr agus easbhuidhean pheacach, na gu'n
gabhadh e rium, agus gu'm bitheadh e toilicht' leam na'n leanain ann
an grrath-iJhleachdadh peacadh air bith.
Tha a mhaitheanas agus
gabhail riu-san a threigeas am peacaidhean, agus a bhi peanasachadh
gu ro-gheur iadsan nach gabh impidh gu sin a dheanamh, le cheile
soilleir bho gh1'adh Dhe do pheacaich agus fhuath do'n pheacadh.. Tha
bas Chriosd a deanamh a pheacaidh na nia ghabhas maitheadh, ach
cha'n eil e ga dheanamh na ni a tha ni's lugha a toilltean fuath, ach na
ni a tha ni's fuathaich. Dime sin cuiridh mi mo dhMhas ann an trOcair
Dhe, do bhrigh gun do bhasaich Criosd; ach air son an dearbh aobhair
gu'n do bhasaich e, ilia bhi mi a leantuinn a pheacaidh; oir ma rinneadh
uibhir anns a chrann uaine (ris-san a tha fireanta agus neo-chiontaeh,
agus coltach 1'i fiodh uaine, nach robh abuich air son an teine) ciod a
nithear anns a'chrionaich; riu-san le neo-aithreachas ann an cursa
peacach a tha ga'n deanamh fein na'n soithichean feirg ullamh air son
sgrios, cho freagarach air a shon agus a tha fiodh tioram air son a
losgadh ~
(R'a leantuinn.)

Literary Notice.
Gleanings of Highland Harvest, by Rev. Murdoch Campbell, M.A.,
Free Church Manse, Resolis, Conon Bridge, Ross-shire: printed by
Messrs. N. Adshead & Son, Glasgow, price 3s. 6d. This booklet extends
to 120 pages, is printed in excellent, large, clear type, and bound in
attractive paper covers, and is light and easy to hold in reading. Mr.
Campbell, in his introduction, relates why he wrote this booklet, as
follows:- "The motive of the writer in giving those notes to his
friends is to save 'the fragments which remain' following the 'feast
of fat things' which the Lord prepared for His people in the North."
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Having read through this booklet at our leisure, we can truly say that
our interest was held throughout all its pages. There are ten chapters,
in which are recorded the spiritual experiences, activities, sayings,
characteristics and outstandin'g spiritual events in connection with
ministers of the gospel of Christ, whose names are well known, and
many pious laymen and godly mothers in Israel, who lived in the
1,Vestern Isles, Ross-shire, Inverness-shire, Sutherland and Caithness, up
to a period which closes about 50 years ago. Such persons as Revs.
AIex. MacLeod, Dig; Rev. Finlay Cook, Dr. John MacDonald, Ferintosh; Dr. Kennedy, Dingwall; John Grant of Strathy; Sandy Gair,
J ames Mathison, Clachnagrave, Dornoch, and Angus Murray, Dornoch,
and indeed a host of other pious men appear in this booklet. There
is a chapter under the heading " Elect Ladies" which also provides us
with spiritual and interesting narrative concerning godly women who
lived in Skye and Lewis, although throughout the booklet there are
references to and anecdotes of other eminent Christian women.
For example, in the chapter "The Sower Who Also Reaped" we
read: "Dr. Kel1l1edy, Dingwall, once preached a powerful sermon in
Stornoway. The great herald of God gave seven marks peculiar to
the true Christian, white seven were also given to describe the mere
formalist. Mr. MacBeath (minister, Ness) listened to the sermon. An
exercised CJ1ristian woman who also listened to that sermon was much
alarmed to find herself, as she believed, answering to all the fourteen
marks given! In a state of fear she went over to Ness a few days
afterwards to see if Mr. MacBeath could throw any light on her rather
alarming discovery of her own heart. Her surprise knew no bounds
when Mr. MacBeath, in the course of his sermon, said, 'You are here
to-day who heard Dr. Kennedygiving marks which described the
righteous and the hypocrite, and you are afraid hecause you seem to
find all these in your own bosom. If that is your case, my soul for
your soul,that you will never enter a lost eternity.''' And so, on
every page the author gathers and retains for us pr,ecious information
and notes regarding the godly of other days; and he does so in an
able manner and with a style both attractive and easily read. We
recommend this booklet, not only to our older readers, but to the young
as well. It will be most suitable to send as a gift to any interested
friend at home or abroad: 3s. 6d. is not by any means too much for
this type of publication. The book is to be had from the author, whose
name and address are given above.

"
Notes and Comments.
Universal Atonement or Particular Redemption?

As The Bulwark circulates widely among Free Presbyterian families,
it is only right and proper that attention should be drawn to any
statements of false doctrine appearing in its pages, as otherwise,
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uncriticised, such doctrines might easily impose themselves upon less
wideawake readers. In an address entitled" Signs of the Reformation
in Ireland To-day," given by Rev. Rupert F. Gibson 'B.A., at the annual
meeting of the Scottish Reformation Society in Glasgow, 22nd September, 1953, and reported in the November, 1953, issue of The B~tlwark,
under the heading, " The Fourth Principle of Evangelical Protestanism,"
there appears tlle statement: "We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ
is our Ol1e and' only High Priest, and that He has made complete and
final atDneme1!t f01' the sins of all man7cind." The Scripture that Rev.
Mr. Gibson quotes in support of his wrong exegesis is ~ John ii. 2:
" He is tlle propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world." It is a pity that an otherwise excellent
address should be marred by this false interpretation, but "a little
leaven lCllvcneth the whole lamp," and it would be mistaken charity to
allow such an error, so popular among many professed Evangelical
Protestants in our day, to go uncondemned. In reply we cannot do
better than give Matthew Henry's comment, supported by Rev. Prof.
John Brown of Haddington, in conjunction with our historical and
traditional Reformed theological Calvinists: "He is the Propitiation for
our sins and not for ours only, not only for the sins of us, Jews, us,
that are Abraham's seed according to the flesm; not only for the past,
or us present believers, but for the sins of all who hereafter believe on
Him, or come to God through Him, of all tribes, nations and countries."
The false do(;trine of universal atonement declares that Christ died
for all men indiscriminately, for Judas Iscariot as well as for the
Apostle Peter, yet Judas perished. \Vhile such a view is ul1Scriptural
and dangerous, there is nothing haphazard or ineffectual about the
everlasting Covenant of Grace, or the redemptive work of Christ for
those who are eLected unto salv3Jtion.-J. P. MacQueen.
A Grave Warning to the Nation by Lord Samuel.

Lord Samuel is a Jew, and has been an eminent ,and wise statesman
in Britain for many years. Although ihe is 83 years of age, he is
politically the Liberal leader in the House of Lords, and is highly
respected as a public man. On the 4th of November last year he
delivered a speech in the House of Lords, the theme of which was a
grave warning about the crime and immorality which threaten the
"moral sense of the nation." The public press in general printed
reports of this startling and timely speech, and we are indebted to
the News Chronicle of 5th November, 1953, for a very full ~eport. 'Ve
quote as much of the salient parts of this speech as possible herewith.
Lord Samuel said, among other things, "Beyond and beneath all
political, economic and financial, and even international, questions there
is one thing that touches each of us and is more important than any
other. That is the character of the people, the moral state of the
nation. That is at the base of everything else. In these days there is,
among careful watchers of the times, a feeling of deep anxiety.
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" As for the public virtues of patriotism and courage, we have them
in this nation to the full. In ,two great wars they have been displayed
to a degree that has never been known in the whole history of mankind.
I do not wish to indulge :in any sweeping' gener.alisations or condemnations about the present generation or the young people of to-day. But
there are pockets of crime and immorality in our great cities which
are a grave blot on our civilisation.
"When they com~ within the rev.ealing grasp of statistics, we see
in the figures of juvenile delinquency a very grave revelation. There
was a time ,after the first world war when half the prisons in this
country could be closed. Now there is a terrible reaction and, as we
all know, the number of young offenders has gravely increased.
"Violent crime also has gTeatly increased, and wc read in the newspapers every day of cruel and ruthless murders such as are, in the
age of educ-ation and enlightenment, a disgrace to us all. There is
no question but that sexual laxity is much more than it has been in
earlier generations. Marriages are continually breaking up. SeparatiOlLS are frequent. "'IVe find in literature, in the drama, in life, that
adultery is regarded as a jest and divorce a mere unimportant incident.
Now, a few days ago the new Press Council, as the first thing it did,
proclaimed that it is deeply disturbed by the unwholesome exploitation
of sex by certain newspapers and periodicals.
" Now, last of all, we find to our dismay that the vices of Sodom and
Gomorrah-the Cities of the Plain-appear to be rife among us. If
they spread and if they become common, then retribution will not be
found in earthquake and conflagration, but in something much more
deadly and insidious-the poisoning of the moral sense. We are shy
of talking about these things. Many of us think they are not for
laymen at all. We look to the bishops to speak about them. But
conditions being what they are, the moral law being weakened, all
men are concerned. It is weakened: partly because the dogmas of the
old theology, of Heaven and Hell, no longer grip and control conduct.
Partly because of two great wars which have shaken faith in a providential order. Partly also because of the developments of science,
which teach strange new doctrines of physiology and psyohology,
tending to weaken individual responsibility.
" \Ve are told that men's actions are the result of the genes with
which they are born. We arc told if we really understood we should
be slow to blame. This is a kind of amiable, humane, broad-minded
view which would lead us to be very tolerant in all these matters. I
believe that view is quite false and very harmful.
" What is of main importance is the climate of public opinion, the
tone of society. I believe a great deal of nonsense is talked about
this quack kind of psychology. We should return to common sense,
which is nothing else than the requirement that the ruLes of conduct
should be based 011 the universal moral law."
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These now are quotations of a remarkable speech which, it was
reported, gripped the attention of everyone present in the House of
Lords and called forth cheers from the House. YV'e are indebted to
Lord Samuel for the dignified and fearless manner in whieh he brought
before the nation some dark features of our condition morally, reminding us of Sodom and Gomorrah,and that "the dogmas of the old
theology of Heaven and Hell no longer grip and control conduct." If
many professed Christian ministers throughout the nation would speak
as they ought to their people about sin, in the light of the law of God
and the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, then under the authority of
the truth and the blessing of God our downward trend would not be
so widespread.
British Homes without the Bible.

Mr. David Gammans, Assistant Postmaster-General, speaking at the
opening of an exhibition of the British and Foreign Bible Society
in London on 22nd October, 1953, said: "There must be millions of
homes in this country to-day which do not contain a Bible, and if
there is a Bible there, it is never read. It is not an exaggeration to
say that the greatness of Victorian Britain rested very largely on a
knowledge of the Bible and the inspiration which the ordinary man
and woman get from it. Much of the so-called' frustration' of modern
life does not come from the pace of living, but because people have
no firm anchors, and therefore nothing to fall back on. In the past
50 years there has been an almost unbelievable improvement in the
material condition of most of OUr people-better health services,
education, housing, holidays with pay, etc., which would have been
thought impossible in the Victorian Age.
"But these were only material things, and they had been offset by
lower moral standards, and above all by a decline in religious belief.
The welfare state will have done us an ill service if it makes us believe
that man can live by bread alone."
These are true and wise words which the Rt. Hon. gentleman uttered;
and it is indeed an ,encouragement to Christian friends of the nation and
all lovers of the VV'ord of God that a man concerned with government
and politics, and in lligh office, would not be ashamed in these irreligious
times to commend the Bible and deplore the present-day lack of its
influence. We are coming to the conclusion that such men as Mr.
Gammans and Lord Samuel (whose speech we note elsewhere) have
been led to speak as they have done, to put to shame some leaders
in the Churches, whose statements regarding the Bible and other religious
matters recently have been derogatory to the Bible and fitted to turn
people away altogether from true religion. For example, on the 18th
of November last, the Bishop of London, speaking in Westminster
Abbey, said that many people have dropped reading the Bible because
its language is out of date, and because they no longer understand it.
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The impression received from the remainder of ,the Bishop's address,
as reported, was that he did not disagree with people ceasing to read
the Bible for the reasons stated. But we do not accept at all as a
statement of fact that people in general who have read the Bible al'e
now ceasing to r·ead it because its language is out of date and because
they cannot understand it. The Bishop with others of his mind are
seeking to insinuate into the minds of the people views of the Bible
which will in their view justify the turning out of modern translations
and model:nistic translations. What miserable and undermining statements the Bishop's were, in comparison to Mr. Gammans', regarding
the Bible! To revert to the BiShop's observations, those who have
ceased to read the Bible thl'OUgiliout our nation (if such ever read it
consistently) have done so from absolute indiffel'ence to the 'Vord of
God and from being swallowed up with the world. The man who is
"born again" of the Spirit, lives upon the Bible; but the natural
man, although a professor of Christianity, has no mind or desire
for the Bible.
Communion Service Televised.

In Dunbarney Churoh of the Church of Scotland, Bridge of Earn,
Perthshire, the Communion service, that is, the administration of the
Lord's Supper, was televised on Sabbath, 29th November, 1953, From
this same Church the RRC. made the first sound broadcast of the
administration of this most solemn ordinance, Now very large numbers
of viewers have seen on their television sets, on a Sabbath afternoon,
the Lord's Supper dispensed. And without a sha,dow of a doubt
many of these viewers witnessed this spectacle under conditions very
far removed from that which is conducive to the true worship of God.
The television programme, even on Sabbath, contains items which are
altogether worldly and vain and whioh minister' to the minds and
entertainment of those to whom Sabbath-keeping is a weariness. 'Vhen
one considers the conditions under which those taking part in the
televising of the Lord's Supper, do so, it cannot but amaze those who
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, In connection with such an
unhallowed undertaking, and on the Lord's Day, there are technicians,
operators working away in the precincts; and those taking part in the
sacrament itself, brought under the strong blaze of special lights
required for the purpose. Here we have men engaged in a Chureh on
the Lord's Day, at their worldly calling audearning their salaries, and
incapable of joining the professed solemn acts of worship participated
in by others in that same Church, And we cannot see their work as
partaking of the nature of necessity or mercy. Now as to those who
partook of the Lord's Supper under these conditions, they were bound
to be keenly conscious of the fact that they were being televised. No
genuine Ohristians, with the grace of God in exercise in their hearts,
could possibly remember the Lord's death after a spiritual manner
under such circumstances. This is our opinion. Others may think
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differently.
The whole service savours of a dramatic display by
actors, the actors being a minister and members of the Church of
Scotland. What the Church of Scotland think to achieve by this
latest device, we know not. Many ministers and Church members
would be well advised to take a "back seat" and seek that the Lord
would convert them by His Spirit of grace and power, that they might
tmly discern the Lord's body. vVe would just add by way of interest,
that as yet the Houses of Parliament 'have not agreed to even sound
broadcasting by the RRC. of any of the proceedings and debates
taking place there. This was proposed some time ago, but the suggestion was rejected, one reason being, if we remember rightly, that it
would not become the digmity of the House. What about the dignity
of the Lord's Supper'!
The New Year.

As we see the dawning of another year, 1954, according to the will
of God, we know not what a day or a new year may hold for us. One
thing is certain, we are journeying to Eternity and the older we grow
the time of our departure from the world draws nearer. To ignore
this is our folly, to live under a real sense of the brevity and uncertainty
of our days is our wisdom. We need heavenly grace to set our hearts
and affections upon things above where Christ is; and to be concerned,
amid all the temptations, trials, duties and activities of earth, with
attaining to a better country, even an heavenly. The Lord's people
are enjoined to "Watch and pray," to be "followers of them who
through faith and patience inherit the promises," and to abide in Christ
that when He shall appear, they may have confidence and not be
ashamed before Him at His coming. There is grace in overflowing
fullness in the Lord Jesus Christ to help the poor, needy believer to
endure unto the end, however long or short their journey may yet be.
But what of young and aged sinners, without Christ, without repentance or faith, and devoid of a good hope of etcmal life 'I May the
Holy Spirit quicken many such to flee from sin and the wrath to
come, unto the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish
and without spot, while it is called to-day. We wish our readers and
friends at home and abroad" Grace, mercy and peace, from God the
:Father and the Lord Jesus Christ," and health and comfort in providence according to the good will of heaven. And in all things and at
all times remembering that God is a refuge for the needy.

Communions.

Church Notes.

January-Fifth Sabbath, Inverness.
February-First Sabbath,
Dingwall; third, Stornoway; fourth, North Uist.
March-First
Sabbath, Ullapool; second, Ness and Portree; third, Finsbay and
Lochinver; fourth, Kinlochbervie; fifth, North Tolsta. April-First

284

Free Presbyterian Magazine.

Sabbath, London, Portnalong and Breasclete; second, Fort William;
third, Greenock; fonrth, Glasgow and Wick. May-First Sabbath,
Rames and Oban; second, Scourie and Broadford; third, Edinburgh.
June-First Sabbath, Tarbert, Applecross, Coigach; second, Shieldaig;
third, Lochcarron, Glendale, Helmsdale, Dornoch and Uig; fourth,
Inverness and Gairloch.
July-First Sabbath, Lairg, Raasay and
Beauly; second, Staffin, Tomatin and Tain; third, Halkirk, Rogart,
Flashadder and Daviot; fourth, Achmore, Bracadale, North Uist and
Plockton. August-First Sabbath, Dingwall; second, Portree and
Stratherrick; third, Bonar, Finsbay and Laide; fourth, Vatten and
Thurso; fifth, Stornoway. September-First Sabbath, Ullapool and
OctoberBreasclete; second, Strathy; third, Tarbertand Stoer.
First Sabbath, Tolsta an<\ Lochcarron; second, Gairloch and Ness;
third, Applecross; fourth, Greenock, Lochinver and Wick. November
-First Sabbath, Oban and Raasay; second, Glasgow and Halkirk;
third, Edinbur,gh, Dornoch and Uig. December-First Sabbath, London.
We have published above all the Communion dates for the year 1954.
Will ministers kindly check the list and forward a note of omissions or
corrections to the Editor.
Shangani Teachers' Training Centre Appeal Fund.

As our readers already know the appeal for thi." Fund was launched
after the last Synod on the instructions of that Court. The Rev. James
Fraser, as far as he was able, went I'ound congregations in the Church
giving lectures on the work in Africa for the interest of our people
and also taking collections for the above purpose, Due mainly to his
efforts the sum of £1,600 has now been ingathered. VVe would like
to express our gratitude to the Giver of every good and perfect gift
for the way in which this has been supported. We are also indebted to
Mr. Fraser for his efforts and to the people of the Church for their
support.
The expected cost of this project, as already intimated, is £2,000,
and we hope that the remaining £400 will be realised at an early date.
All contributions should be sent to the General Treasurer, Mr. John
Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, and marked for this Fund.
" But rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which
is good, that he may have to give to him that ne.edeth" (Eph. iv. 28).DONALD MAcLEAN, Clel'k to the FOI'eign Mission Committee.
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B.C., £2.
Orgawisation Fund.-Mr. J. McL., New Westminster, B.C., £1 14/-.
Publication Fund.-Miss J. Alexander, 13 St. Michaels Road, Worthing,
6/6; Mrs. M. A. MacKillop, Kyles, Scalpay P. School, Tarbet, 13/-. The
following received on behalf of the Trinitarian Bible Society:-Taill Con·
gregation, per Mr. A. Robertson, £3 10/·; Daviot Congregation, per Miss
1. M. Cameron, £9; Stratherrick Congregation, per Mr. J. Fraser, £4 15/6.
Legacy F1ond.-Received with grateful thanks from the Estate of the
late Miss E. Mowat Miller, " Harland Villa," Northcote Street, Wick,
the sum of £25 bequeathed to the funds of the Free Presbyterian Church
per .Mr. J. Graham, Solicitor, Wick.
Jewish and F01,eign Missions.-Anonymous Friend, £1; A Friend per
Mr. D. MacKenzie, 7 Diabaig, £2; A Shieldaig Friend, £1.
The f{)llowing o/a Shangani Teachers' Training Fund.-Mr. R. A. Kidd,
Grafton, N.S. Wales, £10; Montana Friend per Mrs. Gollan, Plockton,
£3 10/-. Rev. Jas. S. Fraser thankfully acknowledges the following:Lochcarron Fl'iends, £4; Friend, Skye, £30; Anon., Beauly postmark, £5;
Invel'Jless Nurses (additional to collection made at Inverness Manse), £4;
Friend, Knockfarel, 10/-; Seilabost Congregation, South Hards, £2; Daviot
and Stratherrick Congregations (additional), £6; Lochcarron Congregation
(Harvest thanksgiving day collection), £7 4/-; London Congregation, £48
14/-; Dingwall Congregation (additional), £3.
Magazine 1'?'ee Distrib1btion.-Mr. John MacLennan, Muir of Ord, 10/-;
Miss E. MacKen'lie, Gordon, 10/-; Mrs. J. Grewar,,:Inverness, 10/-; Miss H.
A. Matthew, Kilwinning, 8/-; Rev. M. MacLeod, Gravir, Lewis, £10;
" Billings," Montana, £5; Mr. D. MacKenzie, Corrary, Glellelg, 10/-.
The following lists sent in for publication:Bayhead Congregation.-Mr. A. Macdonald, Treasurer, ackno\vledges
with sincere thanks the following o/a Church and Manse Repairs Fund:1. McD., Cuaig, 2/-, per Rev. D. J. McAskill; Friend, Stol'lloway, £5; also
£1 o/a Sustentatioll l"und from W. McD., Stramore, per Mr. N. Mclsaac.
The following per Rev. D. J. M. :-A Friend, £1 o/a Sustentation Fund;
£1 o/a Home Mission; and £1 o/a Foreign Missions Fund.
Bracadale Cong?·egation.-Mr. P. Beaton, Treasurer, acknowledges with
sincere thanks £5 from Mr. M. A. McL. Fielding, New Zealand, o/a Sustentation Funu, per Miss McLeod, Oze. Rev. M. MacSween acknowledges
with grateful thanks £10 from" Two Friends," o/a Congregational Funds.
Greenodv Chm'oh Repairs 1'und.-Mr. A. Y. Carneron, Treasurer, 17 Clyde
Road, Gourock, Renfrewshire, acknowledges the following per Rev. Jas.
McLeod :-A. M., Portree, £2; J. S. M., Portree, £1; E. F., Stirling, £1;
Miss S. Y. McL., Greenock, £1 10/-; " C. R. E. D. E.," Edinburgh, £3;
Mr. N. McL., Greenock,£2; A. C., Knightswood, Glasgow, £2; F. P.,
Portree, 10/-, per General Treasurer; Miss McC., Toward, £1; Mrs. N.
S., Dunoon, £1.
Halkirk Congregation.-Rev. W. Grant gratefully acknowledges £1 from
Miss K. C., Inverness, per T. Bible .society. The following o/a Literature
Fund :-Mrs. M., Barvas, £1; Mrs. C., Finsbay, £1.
Inverness Congregational 1'unds.-Mr. Wm. MacKenzie, Treasurer,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the sum of £2 o/a Sustentation Fund
from " A Raigmore Patient" per Rev. A. F. Mackay; also 10/- o/a
Manse Fund from F. P., Portree, per General Treasurer.
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Kyles, Stockinis}o" Mission House Building Fumd.-Mr. Norman MacKinnon, Treasurer, Tarbert, thankfully acknowledges the following :-Mr.
and Mrs. E. MacKinnon, U.S.A., in memory of the late Mr. and Mrs.
Fraser and Edward MackaJ', Collam, £10; M1'. and Mrs. N. S., Dunoon, £2;
Mr. J. M., Wick, 10/-; F.P. Friend, Carragreich, £2; Miss M. McD.,
Luskentyre, £1; D. McA., jun., Ardlasaig, £1; Mr. R. McC., Glasgow, £3;
Mr. A. C., Ullapool, £1; R. McD., S.S. Lochasafirth, £1; A Friend, 5/-;
D. McL_, LochpOltan, £2; A. M., Scadabay, £1; N. McD., Cluer, 10/-;
J. McL, Kyles, Scalpay, £1; Anon., West Tarbert, £1; C. M. McD., Molnafarig, £2; Mrs. A. McL., Scadabay, £1; Mrs. W. F., Glasgow, £1; Mr.
J. N., Stratherrick, £1; N. McL., Lochportan, £1; A Friend (Harris postmark), £1; J. McC., Kenmure, Shieldaig, £2; Mr. A. M., Scadabay, £1;
,Collecting Card per C. A. Morrison, Portnalong, £12 7/6; Card per A.
McCuish, Leachlee, £5 5/-; Card per Mr. N. Shaw, Dunoon, £7 10/-; Card
per Joan Macdonald, Glasgow, £25; Card per Mr. J. McInnes, Missionary,
Kyles, £1 5/-; Card per K. Macdonald, 1 Bay Stein, Skye, £6 4/-; Mrs.
McA., Ardhasaig, 10/-; D. McL., Stornoway, £1.
London Congregational Funds.-Rev. J. P. Macqueen ,acknowledges
with sincere thanks £3 from M1'. N. S., Wollongong, N.S.W.; £2 from
Mr. D. McC., Toward Lighthouse, Dunoon.
Ness Manse Purcha.'!e Fund.-Mr. D. Mackay, Treasurer, 72 Cross
Skigersta Road, acknowledges with sincere thanks £1 from Mrs. E. M.,
107 Edgemore, and £25 from Mr. J. MacDonald, Mayor of Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, S. Africa.
Dingwall Church Building Fund.-Mr. D. Matheson, Treasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following; -Friends, Evanton, £2; Mrs.
Hunter, £2; Mrs. McCuish, £3; Mr. A. MacPherson, £5; Anon.,
Shieldaig, 10/-.
Edinburgh Manse Purchase Fund.-Mr. Hugh MacDougall, Hon. Treas.,
has much pleasure in acknowledging the following donation, namely, F.P.,
Portree, 10/-.
Ploekton Church Building Fund.-The Treasurer returns grateful thanks
for the following :-Kyle Congregation. £22; Mr. and Mrs. M., Killilan,
£1; J. N., Camustinivaig, £1; Mrs. G., Dornie, £1; Mrs. M., Dornie, £1;
Mrs. N., LochcarroIl, £1; Dr. A. A., Bonar, £1; F. M., Ardgay, £1. Rev. A.
Beaton, Gairloch, thankfully acknowledges for the above fund: -Mrs. D.
McL, Brisbane Street, Greenock, £1; Friend, Greenock, £2; Mrs. L McK.,
Luss, Dumbarton, £1.
Stattin Mlanse Btllilding FUThd.-Mr. D. Gordon, Treasurer. acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following :-B. M., Inverness, £5; " M. G.," £2;
Mrs. M., Glenelg, 10/-; F.P., Portree, per Mr. J. Grant, 10/-; Wellwisher
per Mr. A. Mackay, £1; Broadford Friend per Mr. J. Nicolson, £1.
Baasay Manse Building Fund.-M1'. E. MacRae, Treasurer, acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following: -Friond, Raasay, £6; Friend, Dumbarton, £2; Friend, Ross-shire, per D. M., £2; P.P., Portree, per
E. M. S., 10/-.
Ullapool Churroh Building Fumd.-Mr. A. Corbett, Treasurer, acknowledges with sincere thanks the following :-Mr. M. A. McLeod, New
Zealand, £5, per Rev. D. N. McLeod; A Friend, Ooigach, £5; F.P., Portree,
10/-; Misses G., Ullapool, £5; Miss C. A. McD., Glasgow, £1; Mr. J. M.,
Ardmair, £3; A. M., Edinburgh, £10; A. M., Coigach, £2; A Priend,
Ullapool, £1.
St. Jude' 8 S.A. Clothing Fund.-The Treasurer acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following donations: - " A Friend," Kames, 10/-;
Miss G., Edinburgh, £1; also parcel of clothing.

