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The Godly.
THE fool hath said in his heart that there is lio GOd; and this is indeed
the creed of the natural man who lives according to the lusts of the
flesh, the lusts of the eye and the pride of life. As he entertains and
cherishes this terrible delusion in his unbelieving heart, then a life of
utter disregard to the name of God, His W,ord and revealed will is his
delight and ruin, if sovereign mercy from heaven intervene not. And
where there is an outward conformity to moral standards and a hollow
profession of the Christian religion, this will not, and cannot, make the
fool a godly man. Sau1 of Taursus was a moralist for quite a period
of his life, but in face of the revelation of Christ Jesus in the gospel,
he was also a blasphemer and persecutor. His outward morality in
relation to the law was nothing, especially in the light of his blasphemy
when confronted with the gospel of God's way of redemption for
sinners.
But the godly man is a ruined sinner of our race whom the great
God of eternity has met with and dealt with according to the riches
of His sovereign grace. He has been brought by the Spirit of God
and under the light of the divine law to know in his conscience that
he hath sinned against heaven and in the very sight of God. "I have
sinned against heaven and before Thee" (Luke xv, v. 18) is a confession
which has COme from his heart to God and out of a bitter experience
of the shame and reality of his sins. He has learned how useless and
futile are man's deeds, wisdom, medt and endeavours to effect reconciliation between his guilty person and the Holy One of heaven; that
in fact "by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in
His sight" (Rom., chap. iii, v. 20). And so the Pharisee's relig'ion and
prayer in the temple, as recorded in the parable of Jesus, have no place
in the religion of the godly man as to his salvation. That salvation
is not of works, is a truth which has been stamped upon his soul by
the blessed and effectual operation of the Spirit of Truth.
He
discovered that he had no help of man at all and that he would in
G
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justice die the death of the ungodly, unless God as sovereign, gracious
and merciful would reveal to his poor, guilty soul the way of salvation.
This revelation has indeed been given to all who may be numbered
among the godly. Godlines:;; means absolutely nothing at all apart
from the revelation of the divine Lord Jesus Christ in His sufferings
and sacrificial death on the Cross of Calvary, unto the sin-laden soul;
and the soul's apprehension of God's love and mercy in Christ, in
the exercise of that living faith upon the suffering Redeemer which
the Holy Spirit alone can beget in the heart. Christ has become, and
is, all the salvation of the godly man, inasmuch as he has received the
forgiveness of sins, peace with God and the hope of the glory of God
through Christ Jesus. And the fear of God is in this man's heart.
Now let us refer to several particulars regarding the godly man
as he takes his journey through the world.
He is solemnl;y affected by the truth that God is acquainted .with all
his ways. This he believes as he reads, for example, the 139th Psalm,
where David unfolds his belief in the omniscience of God when he
writes: "0, Lord, thou hast searched me, and known )ne.
Thou
knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising . . . and art acqlwinted
with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, \0,
Lord, thou knowest it altogether" (verses 1-4). The godly man is not
alone when separated from all his fellow creatures and beyond their
seeing and hearing, as he has still to say, "Thou God seest me"
(Genesis xvi, v. f3); and this will be his habitual frame of mind when
And what a heavenly
his soul is in a spiritually healthy state.
influence this is in the war against sin, and what a comforting truth
when alone in distress and trouble!
Then, he is frequently a 'wretched man in his heart and mind. But
surely this cannot be, say many who have a form of godliness but
know not the power thereof. Yet it is so in the experience of all who
know anything of vital godliness. The godly man has an "old man"
to harass him and contend with, that is, " the old man, which is COlTUpt
according to the deceitful lusts" (Gal.. iv, v. 22); and of which Paul
writes thus, "Fm I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwclleth
no good thing . . . when I would do good, evil is present with me
wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the
body of this death 1 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord
. . ." (Rom., chap. vii, v. 18-25). And so carnal and unholy thoughts,
a prayerless frame, unbelief seeking to deprive them of the realities
of the very foundation of their ·hope of eternal glory, a sense of
unwillingness to crucify the flesh and such like experiences, ·do render
the godly most wretched in their feelings at times, inasmuch as the
life of grace in their souls would have it otherwise. But grace will
nevertheless abound and obtain the ultimate victory for the tried and
grieved believer.
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The godly are not stmngers to adverse and afflictive providences.
The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments reveal that those who
fear the Lord must not think it strange when fiery trials eome to try
them, although some strange thing hath happened unto them (I Peter,
ch. iv, v. 12). 'Their Covenant God permits them at times to be exposed
to affliction" for His own name, for the sake of Christ Jesus and
the cause of the Gospel. David and Daniel, Peter and Paul were as
eminent as they 'were in godliness, but what a history of suffering in
the divine llnd all wise pl'ovidence surrounds their names, persons and
activities as faithful servants of the Lord in an evil world. And then
on the other hand, "vVhom the Lord loveth He chasteneth," as He
sees they have need. For the godly are God's sons and daughters and
He their Father acoording to His 'Vord, and therefore when occasion
requires, He visits their transgn~sion with the rod and their iniquity
with stripes (Ps. lxxxix, v. 32). Although it is true also that some
of the sore and heavy afflictions which God's people experience are
not specially related to any particular sin of theirs, but allowed or
sent in Covenant love and wisdom to sanctify them, to wean them
from, this world and to make Jesus sweeter than ever to their precious
souls. "If so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified
together" (Rom., ch. viii, v. 17).
MemOl'ials of God's goodness .have been granted to them in seasons
of need. They have been secretly and wonderfully sustained in spirit
under the most severe and heavy afflictions and sorrows, so that they
have been amazed at the inwal'd composure and strength afforded them
in the divine kindness. Now and then they have had reason to say,
"WIlD turned not my prayer from him, nor yet His grace from me"
(Ps. lxvi, v. 20). And such answers to prayer as they have received
have truly been tokens for good and evidences of Ood'E! gracious care
for them, unworthy though they feel themselves to be. And His Word
has been made a lamp and a light to them when difficulties, problems
and anxieties have confronted them, giving them guidance, instruction
and encouragement, as to what to do, how to act and what to hope
for-according to the will of God. And the Most High hath intervened time and again to break the power of temptation for them,
enabling them to overcome Satan in the strength of the Great High
Priest, Jesus Christ, who is able to succour them that are tempted.
And indeed, tlley fIDd His mercies to be new every morning and His
faithfulness to be great.
Many are the desires of the godly, while they remain here and
contemplate Eternity. They desire an open ear to the Word of God,
that their eyes would be fixed on Christ, that they would have much
of the spirit of secret prayer, that they would be fitted w serve the
Lord J e"us in love to His name, and that they would be kept w
the end of their journey "by the power of God through faith," from
Gl
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falling, from hurting the cause of Christ, from giving any occasion
to the enemies of God to blaspheme, and that they as poor sinners,
resting entirely on the blood of the Lamb, will be given an l1bundant
entrance into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Savi,our,
Jesus Christ.

Bearing His Reproach.
By REv. .T. COLQUITOllN, Glenrlale, Skye.
The Reproach ot Chi'ist.-In Paul'B Epi~tl() to tiJe Hebrews wo read,
" Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His 0\\'11
tlood, suffered without the gate. Let u~ go forth therefore unto Him
without the camp, bearing His reproach."
In much of what passes for
Christianity in our day there is no understanding of what is meant by
" bearing His reproach," but in every age of time the Lord's people
were brought, by bitter experiences, to learn their dllty of bearing the
reproach of Christ. This was in R special sense the case with the early
Christian converts, and nothing short of grace would enable them to
pll blicly profess One concerning whom the leaders of the Jewish Church
had given the verdict that He was worthy of death by crucifixion. If the
Saviour of sinners had appeared in this world surrounded by worldly pomp
and power He would have a great following of those who rejected Him
hecause of the lack of that pomp.
It was looked upon as a mark of
reproach that He was poor in His lot in the world, and that He had no
worldly influence to advance His claims to be the promised Messiah.
His attitude to the traditions of the elders was looked upon as a cause
of reproach. He was accused of going, and alRo permitting His disciples
to go, contrary to these traditions, and thus contract ceremonial uncleanness, and therefore not fit to be associated with. His teaching, becauRe of
the authority which accompanied it, making it different from that of the
Scribes, aroused the jealousy of His enemies, and though it waB accompanied by miracles, which proved conclusively that He was the SOIl of
God, yet because that teaching condemned their dogmas, and because He
could not be silenced in any other way, they determined upon His death.
In order to stifle any qualms of conscience which they might have in
connection with that determination they reproached Him as being a
Samaritan, having a devil and being mad, and in their accusations of Him
before Pilate they stubbornly, and contrary to the light which they
possessed, asserted, " If He were not a malefaetor, we would not have
delivered Him up unto thee."

Again we Ree that the humble condition of HiR followers was made an
occasion for reproaching Him. It is true that" not many wise men after
the flesh, not many mighty, .not many noble, are called: but God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world, to confound the wise . . . that
no llesh should glory in His presence (I Cor., i, 26-29), but in the
estimation of men who were wise after the flesh this was made an opportunity for casting a reproach on the Lord Jesus. Thi!'! is very evident
from the way in which they taunteel their own officers who failed to
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apprehend Him. "Are ye also deceived' Have any of the rulers 01' of
the Pharisees believed on him f but this people, who knoweth not the law,
are accursed."
This l"emark, which was made in order to cast a repl"oach
upon G'lrist and His followers, could hardly be made in reference to the
Law as contained in the :five Books of Moses which were read publicly
from Sabbath to Sabbath, causing the people to have a tolerable acquaintance with it, but it is more than probable that the reference is to the
oral traditions and the written glosses and comments of the Rabbies, the
knowledge of which was the monopoly of the leamed. Similarly, in our
day, efforts aTe being made to reproach Christ in His members because
many of them may be unacquaillted with much of the rubbish that passes
for learning, and which came as a :flood upon this country from Germany.
As Hi::; life, teachiug and followers, wel'e deemed reasons for reproaching
Him, so was His death. It was not only a violent death but a death
which would never be meted out to any who claimed the high privileges
of the Roman Empire, and was reserved only for malefactors. At the
death of Christ there Wel'e no relatives found to minister tenderly to His
bodily needs, no professor of religion to offer comfort to the soul. Even
the Eternal Father hid His face, and the angels, who on other occasions
were commissioned to minister to Him, waited in vain for a command to do
so on this occasion, Truly it was an awful death where He was separated
ftorn all comfort and consolation, bearing the guilt of His people, the
curse of a bl'oken law and the unrestrained wrath of a holy God. Under
these circumstances He was made the scorn of the wicked, who were so
brutalised by sin that their language was, " He saved others, Himself
He cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down
from the cross, and we will believe Him. He tmsted in God; let Him
deliver Him now, if He will have Him: for He said, I am the ,Son of God."
The very gORpel which shows forth Chrbt as a wonderful Saviour is, by
the wicked, made an instrument for reproaching Christ.
The Apostle
eould say, in his own day, " But we preach Christ cmci:fied unto the Jews,
a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks fooli~hness." The Jews were
still seeking a sign though Christ had already told them that no sign
would be given them but the ~ign of the prophet Jonas. The Greeks
wel'e so intent on seeking wisdom, and so sme that they could not fmel it
except in their own deep philosophies, that they failed to see it in the
~i mplicity of the gospel. It is the same in evel"y age.
The gospel, in it"
8implieity, is considered suitable for people of weak intellects, with the
l'e~ult that people substitute for it the vain philosophies that are
conlleeted with human leal'lling, and put the gospel out of sight as
something for which one should be a~hame(l. In doing this they are
aiming their shafts at Christ Himself, but at the ~ame time betl"aying their
own true state, fm the go~pel i~ incomprehensible to the natural man.
As it is written, " The natmal man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness to him; neither can he know them,
becau~e they are spiritually eliscerned."
Th'ings to be met with in bear'ing Christ'8 l~epJ'Oach,-Having noticed a
little concerning the reproach of Christ, we have now to consider what
they have to meet \\'ith who bear that reproach.
They must count on
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being in the minority in their day and generation. This has been the
invariable state of matters in every age of time and in the Scriptures we
often find them referred to as a small number. Not only are they few
in the world but, being scattered over a large part ot the earth, they are
very much in the minority in every community in which they have their
lot. 'l'hus they are too weak and insignificant, in the eyes of the world,
to be counted a force to be reckoned with in the place of their abode.
Being few in number they have not much power with those in authority
to advance the cause of true religion, and so, part of what they have
to meet with in bearing the reproa!lh of Christ is to see the world getting
prior consideration, and that expended on its amusements which should
be used for the Cause of Christ,
.
. They are made the off-scouring of all things, and are treated by the
world as nonentities who have no right or claim to preferment, and that
has often been the case though a true child of God could bring forward
excellent testimonials as to qualifications and experience. In effect it iK
said concerning such what was said of Daniel, " We shall not find any
occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning
the law of his God."
When a community has a voice in electing one to
a public office those at the head of affairs very often consider whether
the one to be elected would, or would not, be likely to associate with them
in their frivolities, and, in far too many instances, a man or a woman
who has the fear of God is turned down, and a worldling, whose qualifications are of an inferior order, is preferred, simply because they are of
the world, and, of course, the world loves its own.
Those who love the LOTd Jesus Cllrist have to bear His reproach when
they finCl. their Master dishonoured before their eyes. All the circumstances
of Christ's death show the dishonour which the wOl'ld was ready to heap
upon Him, while in a moment of weaknei<s and slavish fear His avowed
disciples deserted Him, thus fulfilling what He warned them of, " Behold,
the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man
to his own, and shall leave Me alone," It was now time for Hb hidden
disciples to go fOl'th without the camp bearing His reproach, and in doing
so they had to meet with much which required grace. Joseph of Arimathea
was one such. He was an honourable counsellor and a member of the
Jewish Sanhedrim, and had much to lose by showing favour to one whom
the Jews' hated. He might have many misgivings as to the reception he
would get from Pilate if he would ask for the body of Jesus, and by
showing himself as a disciple he might incur suspicion of disloyalty to the
Roman EmpiTe, for it was the fear of incurring this suspicion that
weighed so mightily with Pilate himself when it was said to him, " If
thou let this man go, thou art not Cresar's friend."
In the face of all
this we find that he " went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of
Jesus." It was likewise with Nicodemus, In seeking his first intel'view
with Jesus he was so timid that it was under cover of night. His honour
as a ruler in Israel was at stake, and probably many other things as well,
but when God's time came for him to profess Jesus publicly, we find
him going without the camp and witnessing as a disciple before Jew antI
Gentile, and honouring Him whom they alike dishonoured.
,
(1'0 be continued.)
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Spain-1952.
Br THE REv. F. A. SCHAEFFJ.!:R, Switzerland.
THERE are two Spains-the Spain of Travel Posters and the Spain one
sees when he observes more closely. The Spain of the Posters is there
--old castles, "calor," historic buildings, the fabulous boulevards of
Madrid; but there is something else-poverty, totalitarianism of State and
Church, and persecution.
For the Protestants of Spain persecution is the daily atmosphere in
which they live.
They are a minority, and the Spanish concept of
national unity considers religious unity as necessary for the good of the
State. Thus the hand of both ,State and Church is set to minimize,
isolate, and if possible, remove the Protestant minority which challenges
this ideal of national unity. This concept of " unity" is not a peripheral
01' passing feature.
It is founded, first, in Roman Catholic theology.
Rome considers this the ideal condition for every country, if it could be
achieved. Second, this concept of unity rests in the totalitarianism of the
State. Franco's Spain is as Fascist as Hitler's Germany, or Mussolini's
Italy, it is as totalitarian as Soviet Russia. Coming into Barcelona we
flew over the ancient fort near the sea which dominates the heights above
the city. No one outside the government can know how many political
prisoners are locked away in this jail and others like it throughout Spain.
The end of the persecutions of the Protestants is not just to annoy them.
It is to make it impossible for the number to increase, and, if possible,
to systematically reduce that number.
One is not allowed to forget the Police State aspect of Spain. There
are soldiers everywhere, and police everywhere. There are a multitude
of, different uniforms, and secret police who wear no uniform. At one
of our meetings, two police came in, stoorl at the back and listened to
our whole service. This often happens. On the train from Madrid to
Valdepenas an officer in civilian clothes entered our compartment and each
person had to show his papers. The inspection was thorough, and when
he departed there was a sigh of relief among the Spaniards.
Every main road is patrolled by police carrying rifles. They walk one
on one side of the l'oad and one on the other, both day and night. One
night I was in an auto being driven along a country road, about one
hour's drive, froni one town to the next. A policeman stepped out from
the shadows with his gun " on the ready." Our car came to a stop and
our papers were demanded. I have travelled through every country in
Western Europe except Yugoslavia, in most of them numerous times,
beginning in the upset days of 1947, and I have never had such experiences
i.n any country-except where I have come up against the Russians. The
parallel between my experiences with the Russians and in Spain is no
accident. They are both totalitarian.
What are the practical forms which persecution takes against the
Protestants' Probably the most serious is the recent marriage law. The
law is that a person who has been, baptised a Roman Catholic cannot have
a civil wedding-they must be mall'ied by the Roman Catholic Church.
As many Protestants come from Roman Catholic families this catches a
majority of the young people of marriageable age. To be married by
G2
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the Roman Catholic Church would mean taking part in the Mass and a
practical denial of their Christian faith. If they are married by their
own Protestant churches their children are called illegitimate. Further,
the workers in Spain earn the equivalent of less than a dollar a day.
Food, etc., is not proportionately this cheap, and to live a married worker
must have the supplements given by the State to married men, and for
each child. If the marriage is not recognised by the State the worker
does not get these supplements, which for most means hungry wives and
children. Thus, this marriage law is most serious for the Protestants.
The young men have persecution in military service. In Spain there is
universal military service, and so all the Protestant young men are involved.
In the army each man must salute the Spanish flag, and then each man
must adore the " Host " of the Mass. The two things are demanded.
This is an expression of the " national unity " idea of which I wrote
above. Legally it is as necessary for the soldier to adore the" Host" as
to salute his flag. When they do not, some have been severely punished.
Outside of Barcelona there is a young man who probably will never walk
again because of the beating he received when he refused. I preached in
a church which has a young man as a member who has been in prison for
a considerable time only because he refused to obey when commanded by
his officer to adore the " Host." Numerous churches are closed. I visited
one which has been sealed by the State. Usually older church buildings
are not disturbed, but new buildings tend to be forbidilen. Each new
building causes a struggle. Legally, Protestants may only worship and
witness inside of the four walls of their church buildings. And these
buildings are not allowed to bear any mark of a church-no sign, no
church appearance, etc. Most of the church buildings look like apartments
or private homes on the outside. Inside of the four walls there is usually
freedom, but this differs in some degree in different parts of Spain.
Tracts, invitations to the meetings, etc., are forbidden.
I visited the church in Seville which was recently burned. The facts
are these: the pastor was alone in the church building. <Seven young men
entered the building. Discerning. their purpose the pastor tried to withstand them, they beat him, knocked him to the floor and stood on him.
They then collected the hymn books and Bibles, piled them at the front
of the church, put gasoline Oll them, a11d set fire to them. The men ran
off and Roman Catholic neighbours came in and extinguished the fire
before the building was destroyed. As I write this I have before me a
picture of the building immediately after the fire. The wall at the front
is burned badly, furniture is thrown around, and Bibles and hymn books
are scattered about.
The police were notified; but for some strange
reason, though Seville is a small city and police and soldiers are everywhere,
yet not one of the young men was caught. This incident was inspired
by the recent sword rattling of the Cardinal of Seville.
In Barcelona the Protestants have a hospital. In other parts of Spain,
the Protestants when ill often face a serious problem. The hospitals are
kept up by the State, run by the Roman Catholic Church. Mass is .given
each morning to the patients. If the patient refuses Mass, the hospital
facilities may be shut to him.

----
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Children get their .introduction to persecution early. In the schools,
children must not only take Roman Catholic religious instruction, but at
the proper time also take their first communion. The Communists officially
shut the Protestant schools in 1936, but they were allowed to go on in a
small way in some places until the present regime closed them completely
in 1940. When a Protestant dies, the problem is not always over for often
with the burial problems are raised which are serious and doubly cruel to
the bereaved family.
As these things are so, how are the Protestants able to live" The
answer lies in the arbitrariness of all totalitarian rule. The laws are such
that they can be enforced with great severity, and often are; but the
enforcement is not always so rigid. Some civil magistrates in some cities
still will marry, some priests look the other way-often with hands
outstretched for a " gift." Some military ,officers are ruthless, but there
are cases where officers have shown admiration for young men who have
The police in one place will
courageously refused to adore the " Host."
zealously close church buildings, in another place they do not see the new
church buildings. Many Protestant children are sent at great sacrifice
on the part of their parents to private schools, often at such schools the
headmaster does not notice the child not taking the Mass.
But, and this is the important thing, not only are there many cases
where the laws are administered ruthlessly and without compassion, but
all Protestants constantly live under the realisation that they only escape
the worst treatment by the arbitrary choice of sOme official, and that
this might change overnight. '£he worst is always immediately above
their heads and if it falls, as it does in no small percentage of cases, the
laws of State and Church are all against them. In the face of this, life
goes on, and with great courage and at great cost many of the Christiaus
give their testimony to those about them.
Tourists in Spain are sealed off from these things. As a very small
example-a group of students whom we know were in Madrid this past
"Easter Sunday."
They asked where they could attend a Protestant
service, and their hotel told them solemnly that there were no Protestant
churches in Madrid. This could not have been anything but a deliberate
fabrication. Tourists in general are also sealed off from the realisation
of another fact-not only is .spain a gigantic prison, much of it is a
gigantic slum. 40,000 to 60,000 people around Barcelona alone are living
in caves or shacks made of crude mud walls, most of them without
windows and almost without furniture. We visited some of these, the
poverty is excruciating. Around Madrid and in other parts of Spain
thousands more so live. I would guess that the poverty in Spain is the
worst in Western Europe.
Spain is poor because one third of the people must support two thirds
in the Church and ,State-and no economy could survive properly under
that. There are soldiers, police, a deluge of officials and the showy
buildings and projects which foreigners are shown, and a host of priests,
monks, nuns and churches. New Roman Catholic churches are going up
everywhere. The State supports the "Church " lavishly. Listen well,
Franco gave the Roman Catholic Church 72,700,874 pesetas for the recent
Eucharistic Congress in Barcelona. This is an equivalent of $1,817,521.001

Free .______
Presbyterian__0_-__
MagaziM.
"-'-'

178

Some Spaniards think that Franco is turning this money over to the
Roman Catholic Church from funds he has received from the United State.,
Government. This is only a portion of the money the State gives to the
Roman Catholic Church each year. New churches, old churches are being
enlarged, new gold heaped into t)le tt treasuries " of the various
Cathedrals, material glory piled on material grandeur is everywhere evideut
in the Roman Catholic Church. In Toledo, Seat of the Primate of Spain,
the gold in the Cathedral treasury daz7.les (you have to buy a ticket to
look at it!)-including a ten foot high Custodia of pure gold. At Mont
Sel'rat the Black Madonna is covered by gold and surrounded by gold.
Wealth is everywhere apparent in the Roman Catholic Church in Spainwhile the people are poverty ridden.
As if all this is no~ enough for the Christians to bear, the World
Council of Churches has entered Spain to complicate the picture further.
It must be clear from all the above that some sort of unity among the
Christians would seem desirable. The Ecumenical Movement has entered
obviously hoping to capitalize on this needed unity; but their entering has
swept away any possibility of unity, for the best, anll largest, group" in
Spain will not join with them. Hence the Ecumenical Movement, in the
name of unity, has destroyed unity. The Methodist, Presbyterian aud
Lutheran Churches have recently united to form one Church-the Spanish
Evangelical Church, and this Church is in the world Council. Some of
their men don't like it, I met some who seemed confused by it, but they
are now in it.
One would think that being persecuted for so long that the Ecumenical
Movement group in Spain would refrain from using pressure; but it has
not been so. There is a Methodist lay-preacher who was given the facts
on the World Council by the Action Biblique man in Barcelona. Therefore,
he spoke against church union and the entrance into tlw World Council.
He had been a lay-preacher for 25 years in the Methodist Church. The
Methodist Superintendent came in Decembel', 1951, I'ead I Cor., 13, am]
put him out of his place without even giving him a chance to answer.
The Ecumenical Movement in Spain represents only a small part of the
Spanish Chmches, but they would like to be considered as representing
all of them. 'I'hey have written to gTOUpS which do not brlong suggesting
closer co-operation, and the leader of their :Sabbath School Committee told
me that eventually this Committee hopes to represent all in Spain.
When Mackayt comes to Spain he speaks against Modernism, and from
this and also from the latest worker they have sent to live in Madrid, an
American, it would seem that Barthianism is to be their tool in attempting
to break down resistance. On the other hand, they must reveal themselves at times-as when Mrs. Schaeffer was observing a meeting at th&
Madrid Y.W.C.A. and a young Spanish lady read a paper on peace as
the world's great need, and said that the Pope is working for 'the same
end as we are. From talking to some of the 'Spanish men in the World
Council it is clear that they themselves are deeply disturbed over the'
World Council's attitude towal'ds Rome.
And without question, the
largest and most active groups in Spain do not want anything to do with
the World Council.
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Concerning freedom in Spain, the Western Nations, and especially the
United States, have a great opportunity at this moment. Franco needs
American dollars, and both the government and the Roman Catholic
Ohurch are sensitive concerning the exhibition in Spain of what the
Roman Catholic Church is wllNe she has control-where she can do what
she will.
There are signs of strain between Franco and the Spanish
hierarchy, and even in the Roman Catholic Church itself. The Spanish
hierarchy, led especially by Cardinal Segura of Seville is insisting that
the official Roman Catholic position: of libi6l'ty to the Roman Catholic
Clmrch only, in a land whm'e it is in the majority, be maintained in
practise regardless of what it means to Spain or in world opinion.
Others, including some Roman Catholics in the United States, differ-not
that the Roman Catholic position is to be changed, but an open and
honest statement of this position ooes not sound so well in the 'Western
World right now. Both France and Cardinal- Segura have appealed to
the Pope. All this make~ interesting reading-the official Roman Catholic
position versus the public, relations necessity of the Roman Catholic
Church at this moment. But let us not be deluded-Spain is what all
countries would be if the Roman Catholic Church had the power in them
that she has in Spain. Rome goes as far as she can in each situation,
but her official position is unchanged. The situation in Spain, where
she has uulimited power, the laws in Montreal forcibly closing all businesses on Roman Catholic Holidays, our own experiences in Roman
Catholic Switzerland, the business boycott in New York of stores which
do not close 01' contribute financially when the Roman Catholic Chmch
thinks they should, all these are the official Roman catholic position in
action, but temperecl to the amount of power Rome has in each given
situation.
As an American I pray that the UniteJ .States will show statesmanship
in this moment of opportunity.
'I.'he vVestern countties have so often
failed in their diplomacy in theh' opportlUlities before God-millions of
men, women, and. c:hildrcn turned over to the Reds in Eastern Europe and
the Orient, the Italians pressed by our allowing MUHsolini's treaty with
the Pope to stand, etc., I hope this will not be another bad chapter. As I
write this the United. States Senate has approved 25 million dollars for
Spain and I wonder if the opportunity is not already past, Humanly
looking at it, ifinCl'cased liberty is to come to the Protestants of Spain
there must be help from the outsioe, for the totalitarian State and the
totalitarian CIllU'ch of Spain have no more natural inclination to grant
freedom than has Russia.
As one leaves Spain, he would be without "ensibilities not to be touched
by the plight of its people-poverty, a high rate of illiteracy, a police
state, but most of aY-paganism. Thousands of "Marys" take the
place with but a change of name of the older pagan goddesses of spring
and mountain. The great majority of Spaniards know nothing of the
gospel, and, as in the case of other Roman Catholic countries, most of
the intelligentsiv, are cynical and materialistic, most of the ignorant have
a religion of superstitution. We visited the shrine of the Black Madonna
at 'Mont Scrrat; she is surrounded by gold, up the stairs go the multitude
to kiss the hand. which extends through the glass which covers this ugly
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black idol. She is called the patroness of Catolina (the region about
Barcelona), and so she is-a local goddess with surely no relationship to
Mary, the virgin mother of Jesus Christ. To me the impact of Romanism
is greater in Spain and in Portugal than it is even in Rome. At Fatima,
in Portugal, we saw thousands of pilgrims walking-some 50 to 60 miles,
barefooted and bloodyfooted, to pay a vow, the roads black with them,
babies in arms, baskets and bundles on their heads, but it is the bleeding
feet I'll not forget.
At Fatima the frolicing, the commercialism is
sickening. But that is not the worst . . . the worst thing is to see the
serious ones-seeking, tl')'ing, one coming on her knees across the great
paved space in front of the church, at least a half a mile, on her knees
across the small stones, knees blue with the bruises from the little stones,
" telling her beads " as she comes, trying to suffer enough to earn her
way to heaven-these serious ones, these are the worst. What are they
trying to do~ They are trying to grasp the promise Mary is supposed
to have made at this place. "She promised that those who received Holy
Communion, said the rosary and meditated for 15 minutes on the mysteries
of the Rosary on the first Saturday of the following months, would go to
Heaven." Then the idol is lifted out, and as they carry "her," the
thousands wave their handkerchiefs to her-to what-to the idol, painted,
with a crown on her head.
For a long time I have called Romanism a false church, but even that
did not seem sufficient after my visits to Rome. But after Spain and
Portugal I know what to say-Rome is not a false church, she is worse,
she is a heathen religion which uses some Christian terminology. After
seeing them in Spain and Portugal, there can be no question-those bound.
by Rome are a mission neld-whether in Spain, South America or our
own countries-whether in a place where Rome shows itself clearlycrass, totalitarian and openly heathen, or in some country where of
necessity it presents itself, for the time, with half talk of liberty and a
smiling face.

Of Spiritual Comfort in General.
By REV. JOHN COLQUHOUN, D.D.,
Minister of the Gospel, Leith, 1813.
(Continued from Page 133.)
8. The pem~liar seasons, in which, actual and sensible comfort is
commonly afforded to believers, are the following:The tim~ of some special manifestation of redeeming love to the soul,
after a dark night of desertion (Ps. xxx, 5); the season of God's appearing
l'emarkably for his chUl'ch (Exod., xv, 1); when some heavy trial is
approaching, in order to fortify their minds to endUl'e it (Acts xxvii, 24);
in, and especially after, a time of deep affliction (Isa. xliii, 2); the time
of tribulation, for the cause of Christ and his gospel (Acts xvi, 25); often,
about the time of their first conversion (Luke xv, 22-24); the season in
which, the ordinances of the gospel, are administered to them, with
uncommon liveliness (Isa., lvi, 7); frequently, at the season of much
humiliation, sorrow (A good man who, lying upon his bed of sickness, was
once asked, Which were the most comfortable days, that ever he enjoyed'l
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cried out, in his artless manner, " 0 give me my mourning days; give me
my mourning days again; for they were the joyfullest days, that ever I
had "-Brooks' Cabinet, p. 242), and melting of heart for sin (Dan. ix, 21);
the time in which, they are more than ordinarily engaged in the exercise
of grace, and practice of duty, and especially, when they are conflicting
much, with the corruptions of their heart (ll Cor., xii, 7-9); after sharp
conflicts with sin or temptation, from which, they have come off victorious
(Rev., ii, 17); the season in which, the Lord is calling them to some
extraordinary service, for which, they need special encouragement (Gen.,
xiii, 15, 16, and xlvi, 3, 4); the time in which, they see and find least
comfort in creatures, or in which, they are destitute of creature-comforts,
and are enabled more than usually to despise them, in com.parisons of
Christ and God in him; the season in which, the Lord confers upon them,
some remarkable and unexpected favour (1 Sam., ii, 1-10; Luke i, 46, 47);
and the time in which, they employ themselves in fixed and deep meditation
on the adorable Redeemer, and his glorious grace (Ps., civ, 34). These
are, for the most part, the ordinary seasons of sensible comfort, to the
saints.
But, as the Lord is infinitely sovereign, wise, and gracious, in
dispensing his blessings to them; there are also some extraordinary seasons
of rejoicing; some ineffable glances of light, upon their souls, which
penetrate, transform, and fill them with rapturous and inexpressible joy.
9. '1'he comfort which the Lord bestoweth, is, in every instance, the
-m.ost switab~e to the present necessity of the belieyer. "As thy days,"
saith Moses, "so shall thy strength be" (Deut., xxxiii, 25).
The
Christian's comforts are wisely and wonderfully adapted to the nature,
degree, and continuance, of his grievances.
When he has the most
discouragement WIthout, he has usually the most consolation within: when
the Lord .Jesus giveth him least of creature-comfort, he commonly affords
him most of himself, as the Consolation of Israel. He seldom allows him,
much of the fatness of the earth, and of refreshment from above, at
once; but when he shutteth before him, all doors of help from this world,
he openeth to him the doors of heaven. It was only, when ilie Martyr
Stephen saw nothing but death for him in this world, that he saw " the
heavens opened, and the Son of man, standing on the right hand of God"
(Acts, vii, 56). When the Lord bringeth his people into outward straits,
he commonly favours them with inward enlargements: when he putteth
a cup of affliction into their hands, he usually giveth them a cup of
consolation. "'iVill he plead against me, saith .Job, with his great power1
No; but he would put strength in me " (.Job, xxiii, 6). The Lord .Jesus
said to Paul, when he was afflicted by a thorn in the flesh, " My strength
i~ made perfect in weakness"
(ll Cor., xii, 9).
The time, in which,
believers are most sensible of their utter inability, to resist and overcome
their corruptions, or temptations, and are most engaged in relying on
their great Redeemer, for strength; is the season, in which, by supporting
and strengthening them, He usually affords them, the most illustrious
displays of the perfection of his strength. In proportion as their weakness
appears to them, will his strength appeal' perfect, in comforting or
strengthening their souls, under that weakness. Accordingly, the apostle
in another place saith, " As the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our
consolation also aboundeth by Christ" (H Cor., i, 5).
The comfort
afforded to the saints, is admirably fitted and proportioned, to their
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sufferings in conformity to Christ, and especially, to their sufferings for
him. If the one aboundeth, so does the other, and that, in the most suitable
and exact proportion.
If gall be dropped into their cup, a suitable
proportion of sweetness, will also be infused; so that, their affliction will
be in measure (Isa., xxvii, 2). If they be under various troubles, and
trust in Christ, he hath various comforts for them: if they labour under
powerful evils, he hath ~trong consolations, if, under new afflictions, he
hath new comforts; if, under small grievances, he hath small degrees of
support to bestow; if, under great perplexities, he hath great measuras
of consolation to impart; if, ill deep distresses, he hath deep comforts,
comforts, that will sink to the very centre of the soul; and if, undCl'
continued trials, whether external or internal, he hath continued, yea,
everlasting consolations, to give them. He" will not suffer them to be
tempted, above that they are able; but will with the temptation, also
make a way to escape, that they may be able to bear it " (I Cor., x, 13).
He will either bring down the trial to their strength, or bring up their
strength to the trial. If, accordingly, their holy consolation be at any
time small, it is because they are then not exposed, as at other times,
either to outward temptations, or to inward conflicts.
So long as
believers are liable to yield to the prevalence of unbelief, pride, indolence,
an inordinate attachment to earthly things, and a legal temper; the Lord
is pleased to bestow or suspend, to restore or increase, spiritual eonsolation, at such seasons, and in such degrees, as he sees most suitable, to
prevent or control those evils, and to promote the increase of holiness
in their souls (:&wk., xxxi.v, 16).
Seeing true comfort is an inward
strengthening of the soul, against trouble felt or feared, it must, as was
hinted above, be stronger than the trouble, else the act of comforting
will not follow. If the comfort be not above the uneasiness, it is' no
longer comforts.
No comforts, therefore, but such as are Di1Jine, eau
refresh the holy soul under trouble; because, in all other comforts, the
disease is above the remedy. Believers could never be discouraged in
the prospect even of the highest degree of affliction; for the spiritual
comfort, will be so adapted to the trouble, as to rise above, and prevail
over it (Ps., xciv, 19).
It is therefore better for them, to have the
consolation, than to be exempted from the trouble, and to want the
consolation. This is one special advantage of an afflicted condition, to
the saints, that the Lord Jesus pities them most, and comforts them
most, in that condition. It is commonly, when Batan, or the world, or
the flesh, is most bitter to them, that he and his grace are most sweet.
Indeed, his sharpest dispensations, would often be his sweetest, if they
but knew better, how to improve them.
10. The spiritual comfort of the saints, is according to their faith.
" According to your faith," said the Lord Jesus, "be it unto you "
(Matth., ix, 29).
It is according to the strength of their faith.
If a man's faith be
weak, his consolation is weak and unstable. In some happy moment, he
may, indeed, feel a sudden transport of joy; but still, he has very little
solid 01' lasting consolation. Doubts, fears, and perplexities, will often
prevail against the peace of his mind. "Why are ye fearful, 0 ye of
little faith!" (Matth., viii, 26). That which usually stands' between a
Christian, and the joy of God's salvation, is his being unwilling to come
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anew, as a sinn6l', to Christ. So long as this is the case, any small degree
of consolation that he may have, will rise and fall, according to his frames
or feelings. But, if his faith be strong, though he may not have rapturous
joy, yet his consolation will usually be strong (Heb., vi, 18); if stable,
his peace of conscience will also be stable. "He shall not be afraid of
evil tidings: his heart is fixed trusting in the Lord. His heart is established, he shall not be afraid" (Ps., cxii, 7, 8).
Faith is not only a
spiritual grace, but is the spirit of every other grace, and especially of
joy. Spiritual joy is " the joy of faith" (Phil., i, 25); for it proceeds
from faith, as its principle. It is the office of faith, to take, and to hand,
comfort to the soul; to bring peace into the conscience, and joy into the
heart. If direct and firm reliance on the Saviour increases, slavish fear
subsides, and settled comfort ensues. Sense looketh upon the face, the
external conduct of Jesus Christ; but faith, especially strong faith, looketh
upon his heart, as discovering itself in the sure, the unchangeable promise;
and seeth inward affections of love and mercy, even under outward
expressions of displeasure. Faith, when it is strong, can look through a
thick cloud of desertion, and discem the affection of a Father, under
the appearance of an enemy (Isa., viii, 17; Job, xiii, 15).
It is also accordinl?; to the exercise of their faith, that believers are
eomforted. If the Christian seldom exercises faith, his consolation is
proportionately small: if he exercises it frequently, and rather because it
is his duty, than merely because he is impelled to it by a painful sense of
need, his holy consolation is, in proportion, great. The more frequently,
and simply, he acteth faith on Christ the Consolation of Israel, as the
object thereof, and on the good tidings of great joy to all people, as the
ground of it; the more, will he have the comfort of being conscious, that
he has the grace of faith. Besides, the more cordially and frequently
he eXel'cises faith, the more of spiritual pleasure, will he enjoy: for, to
trust cordially that, Jesus loveth and saveth me, and that, he will save
me with an everlasting salvation, is in itself, a delightful, a cheering
persuasion. Moreover, faith is the instrument, by which, the believer
received consolation at first, and by which, he continues to receive it still.
It is, by trusting daily in the Lord Jesus, for all his salvation, of which,
holy consolation is a pal·t; that the Christian derives daily, renewed
supplies of spiritual consolation, from his fulness. The more frequent, and
simple, and lively, his actings of confidence in his gracious Redeemer, are;
the more of holy comfort, will he in every time of need receive. To feel
comfortable, when he is conscious that, he has clear evidences of his vital
union with Christ, is a duty; but, to take his comfort fresh from the
fountain, by the direct application and particular trust of faith, is still a
greater duty; a duty, by which he glorifies his faithful Redeemer more,
and receives an increase of pure and solid consolation. Hence, are these
cheering passages of Scripture: " I had fainted, unless I had believed
to see the goodness of the Lord, in the land of the living" (Ps., xxvii, 13).
" I have tmsted in thy mercy, my heart shall 'l)ejoice in thy salvation"
(Ps., xiii, 5). "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, IJIelie,ve
also in me " (John, xiv, 1). "Now the God of hope, fill you with all
joy and peace in bel'ieving" (Rom., xv, 13). "We who have bel~eved
do enter into rest" (Heb., iv, 3). Although the sight of his evidences of
grace, is indeed pleasant to a holy man; yet the sight of Christ, in the
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offer and promise, should be much more delig'htful to him. Unbelief and
a legal spirit, will dispose a man always to look for something in himself,
as his ground of comfort; but a holy faith, will have to do with none
but Christ. Nothing is such a delight to the Lord Jesus; because nothing
honours him so much, as direct and unsuspecting confidence ill him, for
salvation. Whereas, looking to him, or looking upon him, through one's
own graces and frames, reflects much dishonour upon him. The man,
who so looks upon him, is like one who sees the sun reflected by water;
which appears to move or waver, as much as the surface of the water does.
(To be continued.)

"Altering the Word."
The following extract from "The Sword and Trowel" (1888) was
written by Rev. C. H. .spurgeon and is issued as a Leaflet by' the
" Trinitarian Bible Society," London.
It is a solemn wa1'1ling sadly
needed at the present day and a reason why the work of the T.RS. should
be supported.-W. GRAN'!'.
" Every motive that could move men to alter the Word of God has
been fully delineated in various portions of the Bible. It shows that God
was aware from the first of the reception that would be given to His
truth; and it is as instructive to the humble believer as it is humiliating
to the modern lover of penknife criticism.
"1. The tendency to alter the Word of God is human, It is manifested
in the first religious conversation on record.
The Divine voice had
asserted, ' Thou shalt not eat of it '; the human voice added, 'neither
shall ye touch it.' The addition was the precursor of the fall.
"2. The desire to alter the Word of God is dlllnger0118.
In the
wilderness God himself points this out. 'Ye shall not add unto the Word
which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it ' (Deut.,
iv, 2). The nations they were advancing to conquer had long cast aside
their allegiance to their Maker, and the least tendency to question or alter
God's Word might result in the ,'ame downfall for Israel. Deut. xii, 31,
32 distinctly refers to this danger, and re-asserts the warning, ' Thou
shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.' That idolatry does result
from such daring rebellion is proved by the state of the Roman Catholic
community to-day.
"3. The act of altering the Word of God is sinful. 'Add thou not
unto His words, lest He reprove thee, and thou be found a liar' (PI'OV.
xxx, 5, 6). 'Every word of God is pure'; and he who essays to improve
upon it imputes error to the All-wise. Only unholy minds could attempt it.
"4. The desire to alter the Word of God isweaJcness. Jeremiah's was
a terrible message, and even he might yield to feelings of pity for his·
race; God saw this, and in words that could not be misunderstood, Re
said to the prophet, ' Diminish not a word' (Jer. xxvi, 2).
If GOd'S
message is diminished, its power is lessened, and its results are consequently
less certain. The authority, the power, the meaning, the terror of God's
truth must be preserved in all their fullness if God's purposes are to be
carried out.
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"5. The ambition to alter the Word of God is Pharisaio. To break
the perfection of the law and teach our own alterations or additions as if
they were of God is vile indeed (Matt. v, 19, 20). Our Lord repr~ved this
~pirit in scathing and unmistakable language.
Why is it His words are
forgotten' 'Ye have made the commandment of God of none effect by
your tradition,' He says. 'They teach for doctrines the commandments
of men' (Matt. xv, 6-9). Th,e Pharisaic spirit thus renders impossible
obedience and loyalty to God as the Supreme Teacher.
"6. The craving to alter the Word of God is aocmTsed. Rev. xxii, 18,
19, should be I'ead with fear and trembling. 'God shall take away his
part from the tI'ee of life' (see Revised Version). Is not the offender's
name to be taken away as Adam'R was' Thus all down the ages God has
warned men !tgaulHt this crime. He is a jealous God, and has determined
to visit with the direst llUnishment all who dare to alter His completed
and full revelation.
'I 'l.'his is the crime of the pres~nt day: the Lord preserve us from it! "

A Happy Day For a Sinner.
Reverend John Blackader was an eminent minister of the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ during the 17th century, in the south of Scotland, and
suffered much under Episcopal persecution as a faithful and courageous
witness for the Truth of God. In his memoirs theI'e appears from the
pen of his son the following account of the awakening and conversion of
a man under his ministry.
" I was once with my father at a conventicle (as they call it) on the
Craig above Balcams, in Fife, where was a great confluence of people, and
many o~ distinction. His text was Job xxiii, 3, I t 0 that I knew where I
might find him!" While he was setting forth the miseries of those who
had lost God for ever, and despaired ever to find Him in mercy, a country
man, with a blue bonnet, standing hard by me, dropped down all of a
sudden and tumbled over and over upon the ground. My mother, who
was sitting upon the stones beside me, cries, ' Dear sirs, will ye take care
of the poor man for he is sick '-but none durst come near him. After
he tuIiIbled and wrestled about half a minute, he threw himself upon hiR
back at full length, takes himself all in his arms, and hugs himself; then
lift up his eyes to heaven (it seems they had been shut all this time)
and cried out, I 0 blessed be the Lord that ever I did see this happy day! '
With that he starts quickly upon his feet-his hair all hanging about
his eyes, his bonnet lying under his foot, and cries, ' Let me tell him, for
the Lord's sake, let me tell him' (meaning my father), and came near
the tent. All this while there was such a noise and disturbance among
the people that my father was necessitate to desist for a time, not knowing
the matter, till he observed the poor man pressing' to be near him. Then
he gave a sign to the people to give way and let him come forward, which
they did, till he came to the very tent door, when my father began where
he had left off-the poor man staring him all the while broad in the face,
and hearing every word as if he had been sucking it out of the preacher's
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mouth. When all was over and my father going to a neighbour's house
with some of the gentry to take a little refreshment, the poor man comes
to the door, and would needs be in. The people of the house told him he
could not have access as yet. But the man was importunate, and cries,
, Dear sirs, hinder me not, for I mauu speak with the minister,' which
they acquainted my father with, who, caused all present to withdraw, then
called him into' the room, where he made a clear breast, confessing what
for a notorious sinner he had been all his llfe, an enemy to everything
that was good. Such instances of the powel' and irresistible grace of God,
he used to say, rejoiced his heart, and did him more good than t\ypnty
yeal's' stipend."

The Late Mrs. Nicolson, North Tolsta.
The writer regrets that this obituary is so long overdue but owing to
circumstances, which need not be related here, the delay was unavoidable.
For one reason the writer very much depended for material on friend~
who knew Mrs. Nicolson more intimately than it was his privilege to do.
Mrs. Nicolson was the daughter of the late Donalll Mackenzie, who
was an Elder of our North Tolsta congregation from its beginning until
he died in 1922, at the good old age of 89 years. She was born at North
Tolsta on 15th December, 1884. When she was about 25 years of age
she married John Nicolson, one of our Elders there, who is still spared
to mourn after her. They lived happily together for many years, a
couple truly married in the Lord.
We understand that the Spirit strove with her from her youth. This
would account for her regular attendance on the means of grace, including
the weekly prayer-meetings. How she came to enjoy the liberty of the
gospel for the first time we are unable to say. The Holy Spirit exercises
His sovereignty in the means used to enlighten a soul in the knowledge
of Christ as a Saviour. We are led to conclude, however, from what a
friend told us that for some considerable time after she was justified
through faith in Christ, she enjoyed much of His presence. When' an
intimate friend of hers once complained of the infidelity of the old heart
she said she could not understand that, but that tranquillity of resting
in the love of the Redeemer did not continue long with her. Few had
a deeper knowledge of the enmity of the carnal mind. She became a
member in full communion in October, 1914, and verily adorned her
profession by a life sincerely dedicated to the service and glory of the
Lord, who redeemed her with His own blood. Her love to the cause of
Christ, His people and the Sabbath was no ordinary kind. She was 'never
happier than when attending to the Lord's people, many of whom not
only from her own native island but from places further afield, received
of her hospitality especially during communion seasons. Many who are
now in glory were regular visitors at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Nicolson
during such seasons.
Mrs. Nicolson's love to the Bible made her a constant reader of it with
the result that she had few equals in Bible knowledge. Another book
dear to her was the Shorter Catechism, the answers of which she knew
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perfectly. She loved the Truth and was given to be faithful to that
testimony, given to her generation in the Free Presbyterian Church. She
was a friend indeed, in whom one could place implicit confidence. The
writer has received a tribute to her memory from one of her most intimate
friends and because he considers it a conect estimate of her he inserts
it here in full.
"That she was an outstanding Christian we all know but the fact
that she wanted God's glory above all else left her to say little of herself.
She was of a quiet disposition: most of her life seen and not heard. Her
knowledge of the Truth was accurate, and if any of the friends had a
difficulty in finding a passage of Scripture, they had. only to find her and
they found the passage.
" I cannot remember what she said of her conversion, but to a friend
who did not find it easy to go forward for the first time she said that
when she went forward first, she was so willing to go that she felt she
had been taken by the hand by the Lord .Tesus and led to the Table. '1'hat
her conversion was genuine could not be questioned. Full of the love of
Christ and love to all men, she followed the cause of Christ from her
youth. It was no rare thing for her and her husband to walk to Ness
and Breasclete in those days.
" She delighted in giving hospitality and was as full of vigour in the
service of Christ at the end as at the beginning. Her deep interest in an
concern.iug the cause of Ghrist nmde olle regard her as Phoebe, a serva11t
of the church and a succourer of many."
'1'0 her friends her death came as a great shock but she "'as found
ready. "So to the haven He them brings, which they desired to see."
The night bef01'e her death, becn,u~e of a question which she and a friend
were discussing, she took up John Bunyan's "View of Heaven" and
read aloud. The friend marvelled at the heavenly tone of her reading and
could not help remarking on it. Twice she said, " When I am reading
this I feel as if I am there." She was there the following evening.
All who knew Mrs. Nicolson will agree that the above is a true estimate
of her.
She and her hnsband came to the Stornoway Communion in
February, 1951, although the latter did not feel well at the time. So
unwell that he questioued the wisdom of going away from home. She,
however, insisted that they should go, and she al'l'ived in a very happy
frame of mind. Like David she could say, " I was glad when they said
unto me, lot us go into the house of the Lord."
On Saturday she visited
several of the friends, some of whom had been lifelong ones, While others
were of a more recent order. On Sabbath morning, after dressing for
church a few moments before leaving for the Communion service, she
collapsed in the house of her friend, Mrs. Maciver, Lewis Street, and
that same evening she passed away in the Lewis Hospital. Although it
was not the will of the Lord that she should sit at His Table that day
on earth, it was His will that she would sit at it in heaven.
By her
removal the Church has been bereaved of a loyal and useful member. Let
those who knew her follow her example and they will not regret it.
To her husband and her other relatives we extend our sympathy in their
great loss, which is her gain. "Father, I will that they also, whom thou
hast given me, be with me where I am.' '-D. C.
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Litir bho Shomhairle Rutherford.
Gu ALASDAIR GORDAN.

A Dhuine Ro-urramaich,-Ged a bhithinn toilicht' t 'fhaicinn, gidheadh
bho na thoilich e 'ur 'l'ighearn rib 'ur 'n eascairdean a bhriseadh, tha
mi le'm uilechridhe a beannachadh ur Tighearn air do shon. Oha 'n eH
ur croinn-cheusaidh air son Ohriosd air an deanamh de iarunn; tha iad
air an deanamh de mhiotal a tha ni's taise. Tha e furasda do Dhia
amadan a dheanamh de 'n diabhol, athair nan uile' amadan.
Air mo
shon.sa, cha 'n eH mi ach ag analachadh a mach an ni a tha mo
Thighearna ag analachadh g, stigh. Tha mi cur cop agus salachar mo
litrichean air mo chridhe eas-creidmheach fein. Tha nos agam gU'ill
bheil ni aig do Thighearn ri dheanamh leat-sa, do bhrigh gu 'n do bhuail
Satan agus gamhlas gu trom ort; ach tha do bhogha a mairsinn na
neart. Oha bhi thu, air mo chomhairle-sa, a dol leth-roinn le Oriosd, a
roinn gloir do thearnaidh ea,dar thusa agus Esan, no meadhon air bith
eile. Bitheadh aig Oriosd (mar a fhreagras gu math dha) a ghloir agm;
a bhuaidh uile na aonar. Cuireadh an Tighearn E Fein suas gu hoard
annad-sa.
1. Tha mi faicinn gu 'n gabh Oriosd iasad de chrann-ceusaidh air son
beagan uairean, agus cuiridh E a sheirbhisich ri taobh, agus cha 'n ann
foipe, agus a choisneas E a chilis mar an ceudna; seadh, agus ni E gloir
dha fein, agus naire dha naimhdean, agus comh.fhurtachd dha chloinn
a mach as. Ach co-dhiubh a .cheannaicheas Criosd croinn-cheusaidh na
ghabhas E iasad dhiubh, tha E na Righ nan cruinn-cheusaidh, agus na
Righ nan diabhol, agus na Righ thairis air ifrinn, agus na Righ thairis
air gabhlas. 'N uair a bha E anns an uaigh, thainig E mach, agus thug
E na h-iuchraichean leis. Is E Fear-coimhead a phriosain Tighearnail E;
ni h-eadh, ciod a tha mi 'g radh ~ Is E Caiptein a Ghaisteil, agus tha aig
iuchraichean a bhais agus ifrinn. Agus ciod e ur trioblaidean-ne ach
bais bheag~ agus Esan aig am bheil ughdaras thairis air a chaiseal mhor
tha ughdaras aig thairis air an fheadhan bheag mar an ceudna.
2. Tha mi faicinn gu'r a aghaidh air a cruadhachadh agus da
chraicionn air 301' malaidhean, an aghaidh clach-mheallain a gheamhraidh
agus na stoirm, an aon ni is freagaraich do fhear turais bochd air turas
geamhraidh do neamh. 0 ciod an obair a th 'ann a bhi foghlom cruaidhchas fhulang, agus a bhi foghlom a dhol cas-ruisgte, aon chuid tre eibhlibh
tinnteach an diabhoil, na tre na h-uisgeachan reodhta aig.
3. Tha mi dearbh-chinnteach gu 'n dean turas-cuain maille ri Criosd
mor-shoibhreas: nach eil bata ur Righ Iosa a tighean dhachaidh agus
nach fhaigh sinn cuid dhe 'n or ~ Mo thruaigh! tha na h-amadain a tha
sinn ann a deanamh droch cunntas air ar buannachd 'n uair a tha sinn
a saoilsinn gu bheil sinn a call.
Oreidibh mi, cha 'n eil ni agam an
aghaidh a chroinne-cheusaidh so a tha air a dheagh ghiullean: oil' tha
e air tighinn a tigh Chriosd, agus the e urramach, agus na chomharradh
air a dheagh-dhean.
Thiodhlaiceadh dhuibh-se fulang-O ciod e na
h-amadain a tha sinn ann, a bhi cur beag-Iuach air a thiodhlacan agus a
bhi meas suarach an ni is nor urram. Oil' na'm b 'urrain tihuinn a bhi
dileas cha bhitheadh aI' 'n aC£huinn air a fuasgladh, na ar crann air a
bhriseadh, na ar siuil air an tilgeadh a mach do 'n chuan. Tha cruinn-
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cheusaidh shuarach agus iosal na 'n saoghaltach air son droch-dheanadas
nan nithean a dh 'fheumas a bhi trom agus craiteach; ach tha air
n-amhghair-ne aotrom agus re sealan.
4. Tha mi ga mo mheas fein sona gu 'n do chail! mi creideas aig
Criosd agus anns a chuis so gu'm bheil mi briste ann an sealladh Chriosd,
ris nach earb E ni air bith, eadhon pinne ann an obair mo shlainte.
Seasam a'mach ann an dubh 's an geal ann an leabhar-fiach Chriosd.
Tha mi sona gu'm bheil mo shIaint' air a lan-earbsa ri eadar-mheadhonaireachd Chriosd. Cha 'n eil earbs aig Criosd annam'sa, gu bhi 'g earbsa
ni air blth rium; Ach 0 cion e'n creidimh a bhuineadh dhomh-sa a bhi
agam ann-san. Tuiteadh m 'ainm·sa, ach seasadh aimm Chriosd ann an
urram aig daoine agus aig ainglean. Mo thruaigh I Cha 'n eil ait agam
gu bhi sgaoileadh a mach mo ghriLidh ann an lathair sluagh Dhe; agus
<'ha 'n fhaic mi cia mar a dh 'eigheas mi mach maise, ard urram, agus
gloir mo Thigheam Criosd, is ro-mhaisich.
0 nach tugadh E dhomh
leabaidh gu laigh oirre, a chum agus gu 'n deanain saothair, a churn agus
gu 'n nochdain E mach do dhaoine, na mhaise, mar a bhithinn comasach.
5. Bha mi aon uair a gabhail ioghnaidh de fhreasdal DM agus bha
mi a gairm freasdalan geala, dubh agus mi-chothromach, a cha g'm
mhuchadh ann am baile far nach gabhadh anam air bith Criosd bho mo
laimh. Ach tha dealradh eadar-dhealaicht' aig freasdal ann an sealladh
Dhe na ann an sealldh mo shuilibh dorch-sa. Tha mi ga'm ghairm fein
am chreutair dall, do nach aithne geal na dubh, ann an ceumaibh
iongantach freasdal Dhe. Abair na 'n cuireadh Criosd ifrinn anns an
ilit anns am bheil neamh, agus diabhoil shuas an gloir ri taobh nan ainglean
taghta (ni nach urrain a bhi) bu mhath learn cridhe a bhi agam gu
aontachadh ri shlighe, gu 'n fhocal a raah na aghaidh. Tha mi faicinn
gu'r e gliocas neo-chriochnach mathair a bhreitheanais-san, agus gu'm
bheil a shlighean do-rannsaicht'.
6. Cha 'n urrain mi foghlom, ach tha mi 'g iarruidh a bhi foghlom, mo
smuaintean, mo thoil, agus m' ana-miannaibh a thoirt fodh chosaibh
Chriosd, a chum aglls gu 'n saltair E orra. Ach, mo thruaigh, tha mi
fathasd air taobh cearr Chriosd.
Gras gu 'n robh dhuit ann n 'am 'l'highearn rosa milis.· Somhairle
Rutherfora.-Eail'al--theangaicht' le I. Mao a' Ghombaioh.

Notes and Comments.
Sacred and Secular Things.

During last July the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland, the Rev. Dr. J. J. Jeffrey, D.D., was given a civic reception
in the town of Thmso, Caithness.
In his speech on this occasion Dr.
Jeffrey said, among other things, " One of the signs of real progres~ in
the world to-day was the laying aside of denominationalism, and the
putting away of old-fashioned differences between sacred and secular
things. ' , It would be wise for us to inquire as to the nature of this
" progress" in putting away old-fashioned differences between sacred and
secular things. Aaron was instructed by the Lord thus, " And that ye
may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and
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clean" (Lev., x, v. 10). Then in the days of Ezekiel the prophet, the
Lord declared through him, " Her priests have violated my law, and have
profaned mine holy things; they have put no difference between the holy
and profane, neither have they showed difference between the unclean
and the clean . . ." (Ezekiel, ch. xxii, v. 26). And later in this book we
read, " And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy
and profane . . ." Then we read in the New Testament of " the cares
of this world and the deceitfulness of riches and the lusts of other things
entering in, choke the Word, and it becometh unfruitfuL"
Further, the
Lord Jesus Himself emphasised in no uncertain manner the difference
which was to be retained as between the sacred and the secular, when He
drove out of the Temple the money changers and those that bought and
sold doves. And what of dances, whist drives, pantomimes and the use
of the cinema in connection with Church activities to-day'
These are
secular indeed, but many in Dr. Jeffrey's denomination who profess regard
for sacred things make no diffel'ence between these secular things and
what is considered sacred in the life and organised activities of their
Church. Is all this a sign of real progress' Certainly not in the light
of God's WOl'd. It is positive and God-dishonouring retrogression of the
most evil kind, with ruinous results to the spiritual well-being of precious
souls in Scotland as elsewhere. Surely the masses to-day have need of a
clear, unmixed and faithful witness to the sacred and holy claims of the
Lord Jesus Christ and the gospel, and not a flattering pandering to
~ecularism in which the most of this generation are already steeped.
The Church of Scotland's Gateway Theatre-An Exposure.

We have received a copy of the following letter from the writer himself.
The letter had been sent to several daily papers, and Mr. Ramsay is to be
commended for exposing this disgusting' secularism authorised and
supported by the Church of Scotland. Where is Dr. Jeffrey's creed when
tile Church of Scotland dare not display God's Word on the walls of the
Gateway Theatre' The difference between the sacred Word of God and
a sex-play, etc., is too glaring to permit the Word of God to appear in
the same building. Letter:Sir,-Thl'ough the courtesy of the Press I was able to publish a protest
earlier in tile year about a " daring" sex-play as well as " HogmanayRiotous Extravaganza" that the Church of Scotland had put on at its
Gateway Theatre. The Director (Rev. George Candlish) replied that
" even where the Church of Scotland plays did not have a religious theme,
they had a Christian impact." Can anyone who experienced the Christian
impact of those plays write and say what it felt likef And did anyone
feel Christian impact at the Priestley play just staged at the Festival by
the Church ~ It was about some couples who suddenly discover that they
are not really married. The critics called it "hilarious fun." Thank
God, they did not suggest that our Saviour had anything to do with it!
Apal't from his astounding remark about the impact of Gateway plays
(a sublime insult to the intelligence of the public, by the way) the Director
side-stepped my challenge issued at that time, viz., that he dare not,
without mockery, put up a Bible text proclaiming the Gospel at the
Gateway. It is surely a daring effrontery for the Church of Scotland to
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offer for sale to you and me Bible texts at its bookrooms in Glasgow and
Edinburgh, and at the same time to run anestabli~hment upon whose walls
it dare not display God's Word!
Apart from play8 at its own theatre the Church has a play
(" Sel'eamingly funny,') the critics say) in the Assembly Hall, ani!
another in St. Giles' Cathedral. So far as its activities at the Festival
are concerned, God is not even on the agenda of the Chmch of Scotland.
WM. A. RAMSAY.
DingwaIl Councillors in the News.
Major W. S. Dewar was reported in the pTe~s, in July, to have asked
Din.gwall (Ross and Cromarty) Town Council to number a house in Skiach
Gardens 12A instead of 13, claiming that many tenants were superstitious.
We were not aware that a Councillor's duty included endeavours to
support foolish and childish superstition which would abolish the number
13 on houses in the Dingwall and other areas. We wonder if the tenant
in question would refuse thirteen shillings change when spending seven
out of a pound. We sorely need the influence of true religion.
The
members of the Town Council described the request as " nonsense," and
rightly so. Then in September, Councillor James Deas of Dingwall Town
Council made a truly misemble plea on behalf of dances held in the hall
from which the Council obtains revenue. He is reported to have said,
" Only a liquor licence would help attendances at dances and increase
the revenue from the hall. We must cater for people the same as private
hotels. " He complained, " Only eight couples attended a recent Dingwall
dance. " Here we obtain an insight into the world's activities to-day,
even in the North. The dance itself now is not enough to draw the
crowd and ~atisfy the carnal hearts of young men and women. Councillor
Deas declares that drink is now necessary in addition to make the letting
of the hall pay, as the dancers must have theil' drink as well. And the
results of dancing and drinking-what are they1 There are young people
in the North of Scotland, as elHewhere, who could tell out of the bitterness
of their hearts, if they would. We need the moral law in Dingwall and
th roughout Scotland.
The Vatican Bans a Priest.

On September 6th the press reported from Boston that the Vatican has
reaffirmed its ban on Rev. Leonard Feeney's St. Benedict's Centre at
Cambridge, Massachu~ett~, and his teaching that all non-Catholics are
<la-mnen. Archbishop Cushing gave this information.
Reverend Feeney
and his followers declared three years ago that Roman Catholic college~
were teaching heresy by telling students that there was salvation outside
the Chmch. Let us here comment that the above is just another case
of diswnity within the Church of Rome, which boasts so much and so
persistently of the universal unity prevailing within her borders.
In
assessing the true character of this controversy at Massachusetts, we must
ever remember that Roman policy frequently corre~ponds to Bunyan'~
Mr. Facing Both Ways.
We would quote from a Roman Catholic
authority* to illustrate this-" Catholics do not believe that Protestants
who al'e baptised, who lead a good life, love God and their neighbour,
and are blamelessly (italics not oul's) ignorant of the just claims of the
., " Catholic 11clicf." by Rev. Joscph Dj Dnmo.
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Catholic Religion to be the only one true Religion, are excluded from
Heaven," etc. And again, " Our Saviour gave no hope of salvation to
the Samaritan woman unless she entered the one true Church of that time,
~aying to her, destitute of a sure guide: 'You adore that which you
know not; we adore that which we know; for salvation is of the Jews.'
So likewise there is no salvation for anyone who, having by God's g]'ace
eome to the knowledge of the truth, obstinately refuses to join the true
Church of God." We must note that" the true Church of God" refel'l'ed
to means, of course, in Roman eyes the Roman Catholic Church. So now
readers ean sum up for themselves that two views may be held within
the R.C. Church, as best suits the situation. But then, why has the
priest Feeney been banned in Americat The answer seems to be that
his rigid adherence to the tloctrine that all non-Catholics are damned run~
counter to the intensive campaign of the R.C. Church in America to
win over non-Catholics to tlleir Church, and thus non-Catholics must be
gently handled as to their non-Catholic beliefs. The farce of the ban is
that Feeney as a Roman Catholic is doubtless right in his interpretation
of Roman theolog.y.
France Criticised by General Eisenhower.
During' last summer General Eisenhower discussed moral and religious
questions with a gTOUp at the Republican Convention in Chicago. He is
reported in the press as saying, that where the French have gone astray
i~ that they have become 50 per cent. agnostic or atheistic, and that it
takes no brains to be an agnostic. The French had approached the point
where their moral fibre has disintegrated, he said. This is a serious
comment by such a responsible person as General Eisenhower. Fmnce
religiously i~, of course, predominantly Roman Catholic, ~o it appears
that the greatly publicised in!11ll;'nee of the Roman Church does not apply
to France to-tlay. 'l'he fact is that atheistic Communism ha~ made great
st. rides in l"mnce in recent years over the heads of prelate and priest.
May this not be in part a reaction against the Romish system 7
The Duty of Ministers of Religion.
At a Protestant Chmch convention in New York some time ago the
well known American, Governor Thomas E. Dewey, declared that ministers
of religion should concentrate on preaching- the gospel. He said that when
he had been forced to listen to some ministers "discussing intricate
problems of economics or government," he added, " I vowed to stay away
from their churches in the future at all costs."
Here we have a sound
rebuke administered to those professing ministers of the gospel of Christ
who do everything and anything but preach the gospel of salvation to their
~illful and needy hearers.
There are many such trifiers and false prophets
in the pulpits of Britain as well as in America. Governor Dewey, a man
bteeped in the problems of civil government, etc., during week days, sets
a good example before others when he refuses to waste his time listening
to ministers of religion discussing worldly affairs instead of preaching
the glad tidings of the gospel to a lost world. What need there is that
the Holy Spirit would come and turn multitudes of men and women, boys
and girls from the dead, carnal, useless preaching to which they are
accustomed, to seek Christ crucified in the Scriptures and where the pure
go::<pel may be preached.
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Church Notes.
Communions.
N ovemb.er-First

Sabbath, Oban and RaaRay; second, Glasgow and
Halkirk; third, Edinburgh, Dornoch and Uig. December-First Sabbath,
Lonclon.
Any cO'i'rections to Commllniol1 dat"" to be sent at once to the Editor.
London F.P. Communion Services.

The Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, London congregation,
Eccleston Hall, Eccleston Street, Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.I.
In connection with the dispensation of the Lord's Supper on Sabbath, 7th
December, 1952, the following services have been arranged (D.V.), to be
conducted by the Rev. William MacLean, M.A., Ness, Lewis, and the Rev.
Donald MacLean, Portree, Skye :-Thursday, 4th December, 7 p.m.; Friday,
5th December, 4 p.m. (Gaelic), and 7 p.m. (Fellowship Meeting); Saturday,
6th December, 3.30 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. (Prayer Meeting); Sabbath, 7th
December, 11 a.m., 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic) (with a corresponding English service
in downstairs Hall simultaneously), and 7 p.m.; Monday, 8th December,
4 p.m. (Gaelic) and 7 p.m.
Services are held every Sabbath at 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and 7 p.m.
Weekly Prayer Meeting-Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Editor Resumes Duties.

We have 1'eaS01\ to he deeply gmteful to the Most High for restOl'ation
to health afte1' our recent illness. And we would acknowledge with deep
appreciation the kind and sympathetic messages we have received from
friends at home and abroad.
Further, we would personally thank the
Revcrend J. A. Tallach, now of Stornoway, for so willingly and efficiently
IIllllertaking editorial duties from May until October. Communications for
the Magazine will, from now onwards, be sent to the Editor, ReverelHI
Rohcrt R. Sine1ail', Free Presbyterian Manse, 'Vick, Caithness.
Southern Presbytery Clerkship.

Reverend D. J. Matheson, 5 Park Quadrant, Glasgow, C.3, has been
appointed Clerk of the Southern Presbytery of the Church in place of the
Rev. .T. A. Tallach, formerly of Kames, and now minister of Stornowa~'
1<'.1'. Congregation.-D. J. M., Cle1'7c of S. P7·es.
November Meeting of Synod.

A('.eordiIlg to resolution of the May Synod, the Synod of thc Free
Presbyterian Church Of Scotland will meet, the Lord willing, in the
C'hllreh, Inverness, on Tuesday, the 18th day of November, 1952, at 6.:1Il
p.fll., when the Moderator of Synod, the Reverend William MacLean, M.A.,
Netis, will c@nduct public WOl'ship.-RoBER'l' R. SINCLAIR, Ck'l'lc of Synocl.
Addresses for Sea-faring Men.

We would like to draw the attention of sea-faring men, who are often
in ports in London and Leith during the week-ends, and who do not wish
to stay in private houses, nor yet to travel on Sabbath by vehicles run
:EOI' hire, to the two following addresses, of which their relatives at home
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might also take note :-(1) The Mission to Seamen, Buckingham Palace
Road (opposite Victoria Station), London, S.W. (2) The Sailors' Rest
(opposite G.P.O.), Princes Street, Edinburgh.
Induction of Rev. James A. Tallach at Stornoway.

The Outer Isles Presbytery met at Stornoway on 16th September, 1952.
The Church was well full of the general public. 'fhere were many present
from Harris, and some from Skye. After the Moderator had constituted
the PreRbytery, the Roll was called. There were present Rev. W. Macleau,
M.A., Moderator; Rev. D. Maclean, ASRessor; Rev. Fraser Macd.onald,
M.A.; Rev. D. J. Macaskill, M.A., Clerk. The eldms present were MesRrs.
D. G. Mackenzie, D. Matheson, D. Mackay, J. Mackay, John Macinnes, A.
Maclennan. The minute of preceding meeting was read and approved. An
Officer of Court was appointed, who· read a proclamation in terms' of the
edict three times in English. There being no objection to the prOCeeding-s,
Rev. Fraser Macdonald entered the pulpit, and gave out the 68th Psalm
from verse 10 to be sung in Gaelic. The text· was Psalm lviii, v. 5,
" Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so
wisely. " The sermon was preached in English, the preliminaries having
been conducted in Gaelic. The heads of the sermon were :-(1) The
Charmer or Preacher of Righteousness; (2) The Charm of the Gospel;
(3) Duty of the Gospel Minister to Charm Wisely; (4) Those who will not
hear, though charmed never so wisely.
A narrative was read by Rev. W. MacIean of events that took place in
order to fill the vacancy. The Pastor-elect then was called on to answer
the questions usually put to ministers at inductions, and having given
satisfactory answers, he signed the formula. The Moderator, in the name
of the Presbytery, and by the authority of the Divine Head of the Church,
received and admitted Mr. Tallach to the pastoral charge of Stornoway
congregation, and in token thereof gave him the right hand of fellowship.
He was followed by members of Presbytery. The Modemtor then engaged
in solemn prayer. Rev. D. Maclean gave the charge to the Pastor. He
refelTed to the priest having need of blood and anointing oil. Likewise
there is need for the blood of Christ on the ear of the minister, to hear
messages from God, and on the thumb for spiritual activity, such as
pastoral visitation, and the defence of the cause of Christ. There is blood
on the toe for fellowship with· God, carefulness in walk, life and conversation. There are foes within and without. There is protection under the
blood. Our feet need to be " kept from falling and our eyes from tears."
" Fear not, Abraham, I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward."
The Holy Ghost
The oil of anointing is the Holy Spirit of promise.
applies the Word of God. Rev. W. Maclean gave the charge to the
congregation.
He said he hoped Mr. Tallach's ministry in Stornoway
would be blessed, so that souls would get to know Him to Whom belollg
the issues from death.
He also referred to the establishment of religion by the State as a
principle we hold in opposition to Voluntaryism. Christ, as King of the
nations, should be acknowledged by governments, and His Cause should
be supported and defended by them. He said he hoped that Mo.del'llism
and Armenianism and Voluntaryism WQuld never get a footing in the Free
Presbyterian Church. It was intimated that the congregation would have
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the opportunity of welcoming the new minister as they went out. The
proceedings were brought to a close by the singing of'the 122nd Psalm
led by Rev. Fraser Macdonald, and the benediction. It is hoped that the
two new ministries, recently commenced, will be for the advancement of
the Cause of Christ in the Outer Isles. As there are still 30,000 souls on
the Long Island, in spite of Highland depopulation, we are glad that
r;ome value souls in the North.-D. J. MACASKILI" Clerk of Presbytery.

,

Guthrie's .. Christian's Great Interest."

.

The demand for this book; reprinted by our" Publications Committee,"
is such that it is now almost sold out. Another issue is being arranged.
North Tolsta Induction (Correction).

In the adobe!' issue of the Magazine the numbers who signed the Rev.
F. MacDonald's call were incorrectly given as 19 members and 206
adherents. 'I'he correct numbers are 19 members and 286 adherents, making
a total of 305.
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Vall(',ollver, 10/-.
•hwish a.nd FOTeign Missions-Plockton Prayer Meetings. Bibles for
8.A. Mission, £5 11/-; Friend, Broadford, £2; Friend, London, per Ramsay
Rrown & Co., C.A. (under covenant), £5 8/7; Mrs; A. MacKinnon, Faolin,
Strathaird, £1.
Legacy F~lnd-Received from the Executors of the late John Macdonald,
Braes, Portree, the sum of £114 14/8, being the residue of his estate
. bequeathed to the Funds of the Free Presbyterian Church per Messrs.
Mncdollald & Fraser, Solicitors, POl'tree.
'rhe following lists sent in for publication:A]lplccross Church Repairs F1md-Mr. CoIin Gillies, Treasurer, acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of £2 from A Friend, Greenock, per
Rev. J. A. Macdol1ald.
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Bayhem ChJwrch and Manse Bepatirs l'und-Rev. D. J. Mac.ABkill
acknowledges with grateful thanks the sum of £2 from A Glasgow Friend.
])omoch Chiurch Btdlding Fund-Rev. F. MacLeod acknowledges with
sincere thanks the following donations :-A Free Presbyterian, Dornoch,
£30; Mrs. M., Vancouver, £2; Mrs. F., Dingwall, £3; Friend, Ardineaskin,
£1; Two Friends, Lochcarron, £1; Two Friends, Glendale, £2; Mr. K. C.
M., Glenvicaskill, £2; Mrs. M.R., Vancouver, £2; Friend at Vatten
Communion, 10/-; Friend, Glasgow, £1; Friend, Oban, £1; Friend, Gairloch,
£4; Two Friends, Portree, £2; Friend, Southside, Gairloch, £1; Mr. and
Mrs. F., Raasay, £2; Friend, Institution, Bonar Bridge, £1; Miss R.,
Bonar Bridge, £1; Friend of the Cause, Dornoch, £20; Nurse M., Kildary,
£2 2/,; Mrs. MeA., £1; " A Poor Worm," per Rev. D. J. Mc.ABkill at
Glasgow, ' £50; Free Presbyterian, Glasgow postmark, £20; Mr. and Mrs.
R., Vancouver, £5; Mrs. S., Vancouver, £2.
Lochcarron Manse Building Fund-The Treasurer most sincerely
acknowledges by Congregational Collecting Books, Jeantown, per M. M. R.,
£16 10/-; .8lumbay per D. M. R., £16; Strome and Ardineaskan per K.
M. K, £18 15/-; Kishorn per J. M. K, £16 16/-; Coulags and Achintee
per D. G., £5 12/6; "A Poor Worm," Glasgow, per Rev. MeA., £50;
K A. M. D. per D. M. L., £1 10/-.
London Oong1'egational Funds-Rev. J. P. Macqueen acknowledges with
sincere thanks £1 from A Brighton Friend and £1 from A Former
Adherent.
Ness Manse Purchase Fwnd-Mr. D. Mackay, Treasurer, 72 Cross
Skigersta, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:Anonymous, £100; Stornoway Congregation, £73; in loving memory of
Donald Finlayson, 18 Skigersta, from his widow and fam~ly, £20; Two
Friends, £7; Portree Congregation, £2; Mr. D. McL., Portree, £2; Mrs.
R. McK., Shader Lewis, £2; Mr. D. McK., 284 Paisley Road, Glasgow, £1;
Mr. D. M., Swainbost, £1; C. MeA., 510 Crookston Road, Glasgow, £1 10/·;
Anon, £1; Friend, Ness, £3.
North Tolsta Congregation-Mr. J. Nicolson, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges a donation of £1 from A Friend, St. Jude's, Glasgow, o/a
Sustentation Fund.
Plockton Oh1/fT'ch Btdlding Fund-Mr. A. Gollan, Treasurer, acknowledges
with sincere thanks £5 from Friend, Gairloch; £2 from Anon, Gairloch.
Portree 'Congregation-The Treasurer acknowledges with grateful thanks
receipt of £1 o/a Sustentation Fund from Miss M., Glenelg.
Baasay Manse Btdlding Fund-Mr. E. MacRae, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges £1 from R. McL., Lochgilphead, also £1 o/a Sustentation
Fund.
Stratherrick Congregation--Mr. J. Fraser, Treasurer, acknowledges with
sincere thanks a donation of £5 from Dr. Fraser, Manchester, and £2 from
A. Fraser, Malta, both for Communion expenses.
Tain Oongregation-Mr. A. Robertson acknowledges with grateful thanks
a donation of £2 from J. M., Clarkston.
Vatten -Ohurch Extension Fund-Mr. J. Mackay, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges a donation of £2 from A Friend per Rev. J. Colquhoun.
St.J11,de's Ladies' Organisation in Aid of S. African Mission--The
Committee acknowledge with grateful thanks contributions amounting to
£13 4/6, also parcel of Clothing from Miss C. M., Edinburgh.

