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Church Deputy's Report on Visit to New Zealand
and Australia.
October, 1940, we sailed from Vancouver in the "Aorangi"*
O N thefor 30th
New Zealand and took our farewell of many kind friends who
accompanied us to the quay to bid us God-speed. This was not the first
time I sailed on the Pacific but it was to be the longest of my sea voyages
with the exception of that from Australia to England.
Por the first
few days the Pacific belied its name and it was somewhat dreary with cold
winds and rains until we came within the warm belt of the Tropics. As
we reached the Hawaiian Islands the weather was delightfully warm and
later on we had real tropical weather which I greatly enjoyed. As the
"Aorangi" berthed for a number of hours at Honolulu an opportunity' was
given to visit the beautiful island, Oahu, on which Honolulu is situated.
Six miles west of the city lay Pearl Harbour basking in the beautiful
sunshine and as yet untouched by the dread tragedy of war with which it
was so soon to be' visited. At the request of an Inverness friend I visited
a lady'tn Honolulu, whose address had been given me, and whose husband,
the late Rev. Prof. Ross, hailed from Inverness. I was agreeably surprised
on reaching her beautiful home to see Iona written over the door, a name
which always has tender associations for me as the birth-place of my
mother. I was ushered into the house by a Japanese maid and cordially
received by Mrs. Ross with that spontaneous hospitality which is such a
fine trait characteristic of Americans in receiving visitors into their homes.
Mrs. Ross offered to drive me to interesting places in the island but as I
had already seen these she said: "You must see the boys, my nephews."
So I was driven to the school where I met the two boYs only shortly out
from Edinburgh, the sons of Dr. Martin, the Edinburgh specialist, and a
relative of Mrs. Neil Macintyre of that city. The boys gave me a real
Scottish welcome: no doubt glad to shake hands with a countryman, like
themselves, so far from home.
On leaving Honolulu, we passed through the region where flying fish are
seen in abundance. Here w'e had the strange experience of a day slipping
-This is the Maori name for Mount Cook, New Zealandis highest
mountain which reaches the height of .12,350 feet: The Dame "Aorangi"
means "cloud piercer"; surely appropriate enough for such a high
mountian.
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out of the calendar when we reached the International Date Line. We went
to bed on Monday night and wakened up on Wednesday morning. We next
reached the Fijian Islands, which unlike the Hawaiian, are British. The
capital, Suva, is not a very impressive city, but the Fijian policemen, and
porters, with their bushy heads and white skirts cut a very picturesque
:figure. The native soldiers, smart looking fellows also wore skirts-khaki
coloured of course. The islands of the Pacific at one time were inhabited
by cannibals but through the missionary labours of devoted men whose
labours were blessed of the Lord the bulk of the people were brought under
the power of the gospel. The classic story of Dr. John G. Paton's work
is well known to most of my readers. I had the pleasure Of meeting two
of the New Hebrides missionaries who were returning to the mission field
and enjoyed their intercourse. It was a noble motive that took the early
missionaries to the cannibal islands. On our way to Auckland we pabsed
over the waters where the "Niagara'" had been sunk by a raider with three
million pounds of gold on board which has since been recovered. But in
the good providence of God no incident happended to disturb us. I got into
talk with some of the crew and dIscovered there were Highlanders on the
"Aorangi" from Skye and Lewis, and Lowlanders from Glasgow and
Edinburgh.
On the 17th November the "Aorangi" safely berthed at
Auckland, and on the followiIJ,g day I set off to Ruawai, North Auckland,
where after a bus run of six hours I was kindly and hospitably entertained
by Mr. and Mrs. Urquhart and Mrs. Urquhart's brother, Mr. Duncan
Mackenzie, all from Wester Ross. On Sabbath a meeting was held at
Dargaville at which there was a goodly gathering-including not a few
Free Presbyter~ans. The praise was led by Mr. Macrae, Kaikohe, formerly
of Inverness, and who was well knowIII to our people there. He passed
away some months after and left behind him his widow, a daughter of the
late Mr. Bryden, one of our Inverness deacons, and a daughter, to mourn
his loss in distant New Zealand. While at Ruawai my kind host ttlok, me
to Waipu one of the historic emigrant settlements. Here that remarkable
man, Rev. Norman Macleod, ruled with a stern hand the emigrants that
accompanied him across the Atlantic to Canada, thence to Australia and
finally settled in the beautiful and fertile district of Waipu, New Zealand.
Most of the old people of the second generation of the Assynt emigrants
are now gone. While at Ruawai Mr. George Matheson and his wife invited
me to stay some days with them at Marapiu, an invitation which I gladly
accepted as I knew their_ parents in Stoer. I need not say that I was very
hospitably entertained. On one of the days I was there, I was taken to
Ilee the famous Waiopua Forest with its magnificent Kauri trees. No one
who has not seen these giants of the forest can have any conception of
their size. They are one of the sights of North Auckland. The same God
that made these giants to grow can raise in New Zealand trees of
righteousness the planting of the Lord-trees which will one day evoke
greater wonder than the far-fanied Kauris. After biding farewell to my
kind hosts at Marapiu and Ruawai I returned to Auckland accompanied
by Mr. Duncan Mackenzie. We had a service in a hall on Sabbath at
which there was a fair attendance including some from Inverness, Gairloch,
Raasay, Lewis, Diabaig, Assy'nt, etc. While in Auckland I was kindly
entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher, son-in-law and daughter of my
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namesake, Mr. Donald Beaton, Matiere. Both Mr. Beaton and his wife
came all the way from Matiere to be present at the service. On Monday
we set out for Paparua the home of Mr. and Mrs. De Malmanche (a
daughter of Mr. D. Beaton) where a meeting was held and the ordinance
of baptism administered. Next day, accompanied by my kind friends from
Matiere, we set out on a long journey and after a ten hours' run we reached
our destination safely. I felt at home at once on reaching Matiere. Meetings were held in Mr. Beaton's house. Like the Bible patriarch, the
Matiere patriarch, who hails from Diabaig, has a large family and a rising
host, of grandchildren who attend his meetings which he holds every
Sabbath. At our meetings I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. and Mrs.
Maclean, formerly of Shieldaig, and their daughter, Mrs. CantYI and their
grandchild, Chrissy Canty. The first Sabbath at Matiere we drove to
Otangiwai where we met in a nice little church which was quite filled. The
audience included representatives of the Maori race, one of the finest and
most intelligent of the South Seas races though at one time savage enough
as the early settlers 'knew to their cost. The second Sabbath I preached
at Matiere but the audience was not so large as at Otangiwai. During
the week a service was held at Niho Niho and the ordinance of baptism
was administered. I enjoyed my stay at Matiere but the time came when
we had to part. Early one morning accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Beaton
and their son, lain, we set out for the railway station which after a long
motor run we reached about seven. I took farewell of my kind friends
there, carrying with me pleasant memories of VlY host and hostess, and of
Marion and lain and the other members of their family. Before leaving
Matiere I had an opportunity of visiting Mr. and Mrs. Maclean already
referred to. The fact that Mr. Beaton keeps meetings regularly at Matiere
forms a nucleus around which those interested may gather and who knows
what the seed sown will yet yield'
As I had received the addresses of some whose friends. wished me to call
on them I endeavoured to carry out their requests. So I set off for Glen
Massey, and through the kindness of Mr. Macdonald, the General Stores
there, I was motored over a considerable part of the country making calls
on my way. Mr. Macdonald is a native of North Dist and though not connected 'with our Church both he and his wife showed me every kindness and
hospitality. After a few days' stay at Glen Massey I set off to visit Mr.
and Mrs. Batchelor, Reporoa. Mrs. Batchelor is a sister of Mrs. Matheson,
Marapiu, and a daughter of Mr. and the late Mrs. Maclean of the Stoer
congregation. I reached Rotorua and through the kindness of the Rev.
Mr. Carter was motored to the wonderful thermal region with its geysers
spouting fOIth boiling water and had an opportunity of seeing a real
Maori whare (township).
Mr. Carter motored me to Mr. and Mrs.
Batchelor's place at Reporoa, and next day to Taqua where I got the bus
for Napier. Mr. Carter is ministering to the Maoris in that part of New
Zealand and had many things to tell me about this interesting people. We
called at the printing office where Maori literature is issued when I was
saluted in good Inverness Gaelic: "Cia'IMf a thra sibh f" (How are you f)
"G'lb gasda: Clia,rn<J,f a tha sibh fMinf", I replied but as our vocabulal'Y of
the ancient tongue was limited we soon turned to the language in which we
could more easily express ourseLves. Mr. Gallanders presented me with a
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copy of the Pilgrim's Progress and the Shorter Catechism both of which
had been translated into Maori in this distant part of the world. I had
an opportunity of meeting with Maori women and their children and though
pressed by Mr. Carter to stay for the Sabbath and preach to them when
the men would be also at home I had to deny myself as I had an engagement to preach at Wellington. I feel it my duty to acknowledge in this
public way my sense of appreciation to Mr. Carter for all his kindness to
me, a complete stranger to him. In the afternoon I caught the bus for
Napier. Warning had been given me of the hair - raising experience
encountered on this road but it was far worse than any description I had
of it; never in all my life had I ever known anything like it. Once in a
life-time i~ enough to traverse that road. Only drivers of the coolest nerve
could ever successfully negotiate such a road and certainly our driver was
one of the finest and coolest drivers that surely ever handled a bus. Soon
after setting out I noticed a board with the words, "Forty~six miles of
Hillroad." 11 Surely,"~I said to myself, "it cannot ,be like this all that
distance of forty-six miles." But it was, every inch of it. Wheeling round
hair-pin bends with yawning gorges at the very side of the road it was an
experience that will not soon be forgotten. At last we reached the end
of the forty-six miles of hill road-such hill road as I· never had seen.
Under the kind hand of the Most High we reached Napier in safety. Some
of my hearers probably will remember the earthquake disaster which
destroyed the greater part of this city a number of years ago. Near Lake
Tapua ono could see a volcano still active and this part of the world is
certainly not the most stable on the face of the earth. After a night's
rest at Napier I proceeded to Wellington where I preached on the Sabbath.
There were representatives from Lewis, the mainland of Ross-shire, Stroma,
Stoer, etc., 'present. The singing was conducted in Gaelic for the benefit
of the Gaelic·speaking people present. 'l'he following week·end I went up
to Palmerston North to visit Mr. \Villiam Anderson, a native of Tain, and
with whom I had corresponded many years. Mr. AndersoIli has been a good
friend to our Church and especiallY' to the Tain congregation.
He has
reached the great age of 95. Needless to say a very hearty welcome was
given me. I was agreeably surprised to find that Mrs. Anderson knew the
late Mr. Alexander Maclean, elder, Inverness, and his wife when they were
at Clunes. As Mr. Anderson could not attend a service outside in a hall
we had a service in his house to which a number of peoplegathered including
Mr. and Mrs. Maclean, Free Presbyterians. During my stay in Wellington
I enjoyed the kind hospitality of Captain and Mrs. Macleod, both from
Stoer. 'rho Captain is doing his bit on the Pacific and I pray the Lord
may bring him back in safety to his wife and familyt I had invitations
to go to the South Island, but had regretfully to decline them as I was
anxious to get on to Australia. The Rev. J. P. Macqueen was the first
Free Presbyterian deputy to hold services in New Zealand and he is very
warmly remembered in the places where he preached. He and others may
yet visit this wonderful land-a country that appealed to me more than
any of those I passed through.
On the 4th January the "Manganui" set sail from Wellington to Sydney
and on the 8th Januaryl we reached Sydney; sailing up .the bay in the early
morning with the sun shining on its magnificent harbour. Sydney is a
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beautiful city, the second largest white city in the Empire and its citizens
al'e justly proud of its famous Bridge and harbour. Though the raiders
were busy as the press told us before we left they gave us no trouble and
the dread Tasman Sea was as calm as a lake. Quite a number of friends
were down meeting the ship and I was touched by this act of kindness
as we were not allowed to mention name of' ship or date of sailing except
in the vaguest way. Their vigil was, therefore, longer and more uncertain
than it would have been in normal times. Soon after my ar,rival we had
a service in <Sydney at which I met quite a number of Old Country friends
whom I knew in other days, including the widow and family of the late
Mr. John Sinclair, cabinet maker, who acted as my church officer during
my! early ministry in Wick. For the week-end I went out to Wollongong,
about 60 miles from Sydney. Here I put up in the hospitable home of
Mr. Neil and Mrs. Shaw, natives of Glendale. On the sabbath a service
was heldoooin Mr. Shaw's house. During the week two meetings were hold
in Sydney in one of the Y.M.C.A. halls in Pitt Street. At the week-end
I turned my face northwards to Grafton and after a long, dreary, night
train journey of about 16 hours I was made welcome by Mrs. Scott and
her sisters whose kindnesses soon made me forget the dreariness of the long
journey. During my stay at Grafton two services were conducted overy
Sabbath and a prayer meeting during the week. There were also prayer
meetings held during the summer months at Brushgrove in Mr. Hugh
Grant's house and. in Mr. Norman Shaw's house at Lawrence. Brushgrove
is about 16 miles from Grafton and Lawrence about 26 miles. The
possibility of conducting these meetings was due to the kindness of Mr.
James A. Maclachl~, formerly of Glasgow and Kames, placing his car
at OUI; disposal. Mr. Maclachlan put me further in his debt by' taking me
north to the Tweed River as far as Murw\llumbah. On the way northward,s we brake our journey at Nimbin and stayed overnight in Mr.
and Mrs. Richmond Kidd's house where we were hospitably entertained.
That night we had a service in the house after which two of Mr. Kidd's
children were baptised. Mr. Richmond (Ritchie, as he is commonly called)
Kidd is a brother of Messrs. Alexander and James Kidd, elders, Ballina.
I should have mentioned that Mr. Alexander Kidd met us at the Richmond
and directed us on our way to Nimbin. We passed through beautiful
country, somewhat mountainous reminding us of our native land. On
Saturday we set off early from Murwillumbah having Ballina as our
objective. On the way one or two calls were made at the houses of friends
whose addresses had been given me. After a long but pleasant motor run
we reached Ballina where we put up for the week-end. On 'sabbath two
services wet'e conducted in the house of Mr. James Kidd, elder. Death
and the removal of a number of the young people to the cities are thinning
the ranks of the gathering at Ballina since some of the deputies had
been there. On Tuesday we turned our faces towards Grafton and as ,an
election of elders and the administration of t~ Lord's Supper had been
appointed by the Kirk-session both Mr. Alexander and Mr. James Kidd
accompanied us. On Wednesday before the Communion the new church was
opened when a lecture on the history and principles of the F.P. Church
of Scotland was given. The Church is a very nice building and it is of
interest as the first place of worship erected in Australia in connection
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with the Free Presbyterian Ohurch of Scotland. It is now quite free of
debt. The small congregation did nobly and friends of the cause in New
South Wales also responded heartily to the appeal made to them. The
Oommunion services were conducted on five days as at home. ThCTe was,
however, no "Men's" Meeting on Friday. Through indisposition Mr. Hugh
Grant was not able to be present which was a matter of regret to us all.
Since then he has passed to his rest. It \~as a pleasure to meet him and to
have the fellowship we had even though it was short.
On Wednesday after the Communion Mr. Donald J. Shaw was ordained
to the office of the elders)lip. The eldership now consists of Mr. Alexander
Kidd, Mr. James Kidd and Mr. Donald J. Shaw. After this service a
congregational meeting called by the Kirk-session for the appointment'
of trustees for the congregational property met. The appointment of these
trustees enabled the lawyer to draw up title deeds in conformity with our
church rules which included the insertion of the Model Clause. I then bade
the little company to whom I had been ministering farewell and ieft next
day for Sydney having received a promise of a berth in a ship sailing at
the end of April. At the last moment the ship was commandeered by the
Government for war purposes as likewise two other ships. While waiting
for these in which berths had been promised I held services on Sabbath
in Mr. Shaw's house Wollongong, and in Hurstville in the house of Mr.
Murdo MacGregor formerly of Kishorn. I will long remember the kindness
of Mr. and Mrs. Shaw and Mr.. and Mrs. McGregor and their families.
During the week while waiting for a ship- meetings were held in Sydneyl.
At last I was told that the ship promised had been again commandeered
by the Government and the Shipping Company did nott know when a berth
would be available. So I returned to Grafton. Here I had to wait six
months beyond the time I had planned for leaving for home. I feel it my
duty to acknowledge here that it waE; through the good offices of Mr. Peter
Fraser, Prime Minister of New Zealand, who cabled to the Prime Minister
of Australia to use his influence in getting a passage for me that I did get
away when I did. This was not the only occasion when Mr. Fraser showed
his kindness and made it easier for me to get through the stringent rules
and regulations imposed by war conditions.
To him and his kind lady
I tender, ilL this public manner, my sincerest thanks. I have also to tb-ank
the Greenock friends who got into touch with the Admiralty and the
London friends who approached the high Australian officials in London
and though I was on the high seas, nearing my native land by the time
their efforts succeeded, I, none the less, appreciate their efforts and their
solicitude on my behalf and tender them my! sincerest thanks. There are
many interesting matters which took place on the high seas to which I
might have referred but in these days one has to bear in mind that the
censor is in the land.
This ends the account of my sojourn in Australia; and on the page of
memory the kindness I received from many friends in that land will ever,
I trust, remain a green spot on memory'l'\ page. But above all others, Mrs.
Scott and her sisters, are to be specially mentioned for all the kindnesses
they so generously lavished on me.
.
The Lord in His kindness was good to me beyond measure in the health
I enjoyed, in the many comforts bestowed upon me and in the measure of
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f~eedom graIj.ted to me in preaching
~eclare what took me on this mission

the gospel. The Great Day will
to the ends of the earth and my
prayer for young and old to whom I preached is that in that Day they
will be found at the right hand of the Judge of the whole earth.
I received many warnings about the Australian heat but I quite enjoyed
it after the tropics the highest temperature being only 95°.
It would
hava been more to the point if I had been warned by my kind mentors
ot the bitter cold of the Australian westerly winds during the winter nights.
In a letter I had from Mr. Angus MacKay, Innisfail, Alberta, before his
~eath he said: "When our Church began in 1893 it was said it was only
a storm in a teapot but in 1940 you have been in the U.S.A. and Canada
addressing meetings of Free Presbyteri&ns and you are now going 'On to
New Zealand, and Australia." I repeat this in no boasting spirit but for
the satisfaction it gives one in driving another nail into the coffins of the
lying prophets of 1893. Former deputies have given a historical sketch of
the Brushgrove-Grafton congregation so I need not repeat what has been
so well said already but I would like to take this opportunity of! reminding
our people that between the visits of the first deputy, Rev. Duncan MacKenzie, and, the second, Rev. Rooerick Mackenzie; there was the long period
of 14 years and between Mr. Mackenzie's in 1929 and Rev. J. P. Macqueen's the third deputy, there were six years and a like period between
the last visit and the present. It is difficult for us to put ourselves in
the place of this little band during all these years and realise all they
passed through-always hoping that better days would comll. I !ppeal
to our ministers at home to do what they can to remove the feeling of
isolation which has such a depressing effect at times. Sympathy is not
enough and it was because I felt this that something more than an annual
expression of sympathy at the Synod was required that I ventured to face
the dangers of the ocean in war time to bring them a personal message of
eheer and my prayer is that my visit may not have been altogether in vain.
I conclude by saying that I was deeply' touched to learn that so many
were solicitous for my well-being and that they were remembering me at
the tlll'one of grace. I fully believe that their prayers were abundantly
answered. And what shall I say for, myselH Well, as I have acknowledged
in the Magazine already surely I saw the fulfilment of His promise-" Thy
life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest."

Bright Ornaments of the Church of Christ.
5.

RICHARDSIBBE.8, D.D.

IMES of persecution have in all ages been fnlitful in producing 'men
in the Church of God, who were a blessing, not only in their own
,
(lay and generation, but through their writings conferred benefits on after
generations, the value of which will only be revealed on the Great Day..
The truth of this is evidenced nowhere more clearly than in what is known
'as the "Puritan period" in England. Richard Sibbes, the subject of this
sketch was brought up in these troublous times. Born at Tostock in Suffolk
in the year 1577, he would be about eleven years of age when the Spanish
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Armada set sail for the coasts of England, blessed by the Pope, and with
the avowed intention of exterminating Protestantism in these islands.
Nothing seems to be known of his parents beyond the fact that they were
truly God-fearing, and that his father, Paul Sibbes was a wheelwright to
trade.
Young Richard was educated, first at the Grammar School of Thurston,
and then at the FI'ee School at Bury, founded by King Edward VI. After
spending some time at this latter school, it is said that his father "grew
weary of his expenses for books and learning," took him from school, and
sent him to wOI'k in his own workshop. Thus we see that but for the overruling providence of Him who" doeth all things well," Richard Sibbes, the
Puritan Divine would never have ,been heard of. The Most High, hov.:ever,
raised up kind friends who interested themselves in the wheelwright's son,
sent him to St. John's College, Cambridge, and paid part of his expenses
while there. This happened in his eighteentll year. Here he made great
progress with his studies receiving his M.A. degree in 1602, and was shortly
afterwards appointed to preach. By 1609 he gained such popularity as a
preacher that he was elected as one of the College preachers, and the
following year graduated B.D. It was during his College career that he
underwent a saving change under the preaching of that eminent divine,
Paul Bayne, who was at this time preacher at St. Andrew's Church, Cambridge, and who is known to students of Puritan literature as the writer
of a choice collection of religious letters, and the author of a valuable
commentary on Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians.
In 1610 the congregation of Trinity Parish Church, Cambridge, addressed
a " Memorial" to him to accept a lectureship in their church, which he did
and very sdon drew a large congregation around him, not only of the
common people, but also many< eminent scholars were among his regular
hearers. This re~als that the preaching of a full-orbed Gospel was valued
in Cambridge at that time. 'fo many he was the messenger of -heaven to
reveal to them what they were in the sight of God, and to lead! them to the
finished work of Christ, as the God-provided remedy to meet with the lost
and ruined condition of man, while those who were already in a state of
grace were comforted and edified. Sibbes, though not alone in the preaching of a crucified, risen and exalted Redeemer, was in the minority among
the preachers of Cambridge, for the majority preached another gospel than
that of the Lord Jesus, for their preaching consisted of dry essays,
garnished with ample quotations from the philosophers of Greece, and, like
the masters which they followed, the preaching of the Cross was to them
foolishness.
Tht' God-honouring and God-owned ministry of Richard Sibbes could not
long remain unmolested in a worm that has as its god "the prince of the
power of the ail'," who has in it so many agents to do hill bidding, and so
we find that in 1615 Sibbes was deprived of his lectureship. Laud, the
sworn foe of Gospel simplicity and orthodox preaching was now in power,
and such a bright star among the Puritans as the subject of our sketch,
could not shine long without drawing his attention and his enmity alike,
with the result that the large and appreciative congregation which met in
Trinity Parish Church were deprived of their justly renowned lecturer, aud
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another great sin added to the accouut of a man who was fast filling the
cup of his iniquitY'.
The work which God gave him to do, howeve~, was not finished, and
while that was so neither Laud nor any other emissary of the prince of
darkness could silence him. His connection with the congregation of
Trinity was severed but it was in order that he would be fransferred to
another sphere of labour. Sir Henry Yelverton, who was a great help at
that time to many a godly minister, and who had great influence among the
nobility, secured for him the" preachership" of the Chapel of Gray's Inn,
London. The members of the Society which met at Gray's Inn were drawn.
from most of the families of note among the old nobility of England and
among them may be found the names of men who took the foremost places
in making the history of their own times. To them he preached the same
gospel which he preached to the "common people" in Trinity Church, Cambridge, and many of them "heard him gladly," with the result to them
that they' are now on Mount Sion above, singing the praises of redeeming
love. Thus we see how God used the enmity of Laud to bring about what
He purposed from all eternity concerning those of His elect who were in
Gray's Inn at that time.
In the year 1626 Sibbes was invited to become Provost of Trinity College,
Dublin. He, however, declined the honour, but in the same year was elected
to be Master of St. Katherine's Hall, Cambridge. 'l.'hus we find that in a
few years after he had to leave Cambridge, a great honour done to him
in the. very town which he previously had to leave, witnes.sing in the
strongest possible way to his high attainments and to the place he occupied
in the hearts of the people of that place. This appointment gives testimony
to his great worth from another source also. One of. the conditions upon
which he was appointed to Gray's Inn was, that he should resign his place
there should he accept another appointment, but the fact that he continued
preacher at Gray's Inn to the end of his days reveals that that condition,
in his case, must have been relaxed. Probably the Society which met there
realised the value of the man theY' had and would have sacrificed anything
short of principle in order to retain him.
Having entered on his duties in St. Katherine's Hall, he soon raised that
college to a very high ·standard. His piety, eloquence and learning soon
drew around him a noble band of studel}ts. He, along with the Master of
Emanuel College, Dr. John Preston, became the great centre· of attraction
in Cambridge, and from their influential positions were instrumental in
advancing the Cause of Christ in England in a'way that only eternity will
reveal. During this time Sibpes was asked often to preach in St. Mary's
Church, which was the church of ·the whole University of Cambridge. Here,
from time to time, there listened to him a· congregation of men that, from
the point of view of talents and learning,· could not be surpassed anywhere
else. Professors and students, who on account of their attainments in all
branches of learning, will be remembered as long,· as time will last, were to
be found listening to him spellbound with admiration and awe, for many
of them, for the fust time felt the .authority of heaven behind his preaching. His gospel to such a galaxy of talent and learning was the same as
that which he preached before .in Trinity Parish Church, and in Gray's
Inn, having as its centre the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.
It was
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preached with a consciousness of being under the All-seeing eye of God,
and that caused the greatest of men to go out of the preacher's s.ight. Like
a true preacher of the Gospel he feared no frowns and he desired to court
no favours. Well might he adopt the words of J. C. Philpot, spoken in a
later generation, "I will stand before Him, Whose eyes are as flames of
fire, to search out the secrets of my heart. And what is this poor vain
world with all its gilded-claY', painted-touchwood honours and respectability,
and soap-bubble charms' What is all the wealth of the Church piled up in
one heap, compared to a smile of a loving Saviour's countenancef"
Though a peaceable man, Dr. Sibbes suffered much annoyance through
the attentions of Archbishop Laud, an instance of which has been noticed
already in his being ejected from the Trinity lectureship.
After being
installed as Ma~ter of St. Katherine's Hall, Sibbes, along with ,three other
eminent and godly men, signed his name to a circular letter, asking for
help for the persecuted and poverty-striken Protestant ministers and their
families on the continent of Europe who had suffered through the 'invasion
of Bohemia and the Palatinate by the Romanists. For this he and his
friends, the other three signatories to the circular letter, were summoned
before the Court of the Star Chamber, severely reprimanded, and treated
as "notorious deliquents." This incident, together with being coustantly
watched by the Primate's spies, and k~owing how ready they were to misconstrue his' words in order to curry favour with their master, was a source
of much vexation, but it never caused him to keep back one word of that
message which it was his duty, as a gospel preacher, and a true Protestant
and patriot, to deliver. Though his plain speaking caused a good deal of
offence in the camp of his enemies, yet we find that such was the influence
which he possessed, and the respect in wihich he was held, that in the year
1633 he was appointed by King Charles 1. to the vicarage of Trinity in
Cambridge, and about the same time received his D.D. degree.
His many duties as Preacher at Gray's Inn, Master of St. Katherine's
Hall, and Vicar of Trinity, together with many preaching engagements in
various parts of the country wore out his body, and soon it became apparent
to himself and others that the "earthly house of this tabernacle" was
soon to be dissolved, yet he continued preaching to the last. His last two
sermons· were from John xiv., 1, 2; "Let not your heart be troubled; ye
In my Father's house are many
believe in God, believe also in me.
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you." Having preached two sermons from these words he beCame
seriously ill that very night, and feeling the cold hand of death upon. him,
he revised his last will and testament, and then calmly waited for the
change, which took place the following day, Sabbath, 5th July, 1635, in
the fifty-eighth year 'of his age. He was buried the following day in St.
Andrew's Church, Holborn.
Richard Sibbes spent his whole ministerial
life preaching Christ to perishing sinners, and had now heard his Master's
"Well done, good and faithful servant," and entered into the joy of his
·Lord.
Two of his best known works are, "The Bruised Reed and Smoking
Flax," and "The Soul's Conflict with Itself." In the former there is a
beautiful presentation of Christ in His dealings with His people, and
especially with such' of them as are often bruised in conflicts with Satan,
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and discouraged by their own corruptions; in the latter he enters largely
into the many discouragements which the Lord's people meet with and the
perplexing questions which these discouragements give rise to. He then
points out many things which, under these conditions, may be taken by the
soul as tokens for encouragement. In these two treatises, which., by the
way, are the substance of sermons preached by him at various times, and
afford ue very good specimens of his preaching, he enters into the experiences of the Lord's people in such a way that those who are cast down
'and "in heaviness' through manifold temptations;" often find their own
case described so clearly, together with encouragements suitable for them,
that they are taken out of the Slough of Despond and sent on their way
rejoicing. Almost invariably he is referred to by writers as "the heavenly
'Sibbes" which indicates not only the direction in which his affections were
set while on earth, but also the heavenly unction which accompanied his
sermons and writings.-J. C.

Protest Sent by the Southern Presbytery' to the
Director of the B.B.C.

t

'THE Southern Presbytery of flie Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland
view with considerable' aiarm the decision of the British Br~adcasting
'Corporation to broadcast a. Passion Play to begin on December 21st, 1941,
in which it is proposed to represent Christ as a living man. The Presbytery
herebY' expresses its grief at, and enters its emphatic Protest against the
proposal. Such excerpts from the script as have been published in the
Press indicate that the broadcast would be nothing short of blasphemy.
There are thousands of loyal subjects in these islands, many of them already
deeply grieved by war sorrows, whose religious feelings would suffer further
torture by such a degrading representation of Him who is, and Whom they
have learned to reverence as, the Eternal Word, Only Begotten of the
'Father, full of grace and truth. For these and other reasons the Presbytery
is hopeful that the British Broadcasting Corporation will yet reconsider its
{IecisiQn in this matter and abandon the prop·osal.-J. MacLeod, Moderator.
In reply to this Protest the B.B.C. sent the following:London, 31st January, 1942.-Dear Sir,-We thank you for your letter
about the proposal to broadcast a series of plays on the life of OUl' Lord,
which has been most carefully considered by those in charge of our religious
broadcasting. We do indeed understand and sympathise with the religious
sentiments which are afraid of the broadcasts, and nothing could be further
from our thoughts than to cause, any offence to Christian feeling.
We
would, however, point out that there has been grave misrepresentation of
what we hope to do. The Corporation has sought the advice of leaders of
the different Christian confessions in this country and they have advised
us to proceed with the broadcasts .hich are, in our judgment, reverent,
moving and profound.-Yours faithfully, Mary P. Ussher, Direct01',
Secretari{l,t.
To the above letter the Presbytery sent the following reply:Kames, 9th March, 1942.-Dear Sir,-Your letter of 31st January, 1942,
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in reply to the Presbytery's Protest, has been received and read. I am
instructed to inform you that the Presbytery consider it quite unsatisfactory. We regard any attempt on the part of a mere man to impersonate
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is very God of very God, as the most glaring
kind of sacrilegious presumption, which no explanation can mitigate; and
we, therefore, adhere to our former Protest.
We note YOUI' expressioJ;ls of understanding and sympathy with the
religious sentiment which is outraged by these broadcasts, and your unwillingness to cause offence to Christian feeling, but we quite fail to
reconcile such expressions with YOUI' determination to proceed with the
broadcasts. That these plays may be moving and profound the Presbytery
is prepared to concede, but that they are reverent we cannot allow; in our
view, which we base upon the infallible Word of God, they are essentially
irreverent, and no amount of encouragement from aIfY member of so-called
church leaders and others <¥tn sanction them.
Moreover" we have been
reliably infoTmed that there is an Act still OIT the Statute Book which
forbids the representation of Gospel Plays. May we hope that even yet
the RRC. will alter their attitude and withdraw these plays.-Jas. A.
Tallack, Clerk.

No Teply has been Teceived to the above.

An Ominous Movement.
effect of the War is its extraordinary unsettling effect on the
O NEminds
of men and the foolish things theY' do in consequence. Some
of OUT leaders, especially in the ecclesiastical world, have lost all balance
and the sense of the fitness of things. This is evidenced in the broadcast
made at the end of May by the Bishop of London, Dr. Fisher. According
to this announcement the Anglican, Free (Nonconformists) and Roman
Catholic Churches are to set up a joint Committee of Religion and Life1
It was pointed out there was nothing in this movement which savoured of
any action for the union of these various chUTches but it will require more
than a mere aSSUTance to satisfy many that these churches have left the
King's highway and that they are proceeding with open eyes towards a
The Moderator of the General Assembly of the
dangerous- precipice.
Church of Scotland is reported in the Glasgow Hemld to have said: "The
, Church of Scotland, as such, has not in any way committed itself, nor does
there arise any question of union with any other body. It was an attempt,
as Dr. Fisher said in his broadcast, to try to draw together Christian
communions to make a common witness wherev~r it was possible in these
dayls when hostility is being evidenced against true religion by our enemies.
Anything that could draw Christians together is to be welcomed." Dr. J.
Hutchison Cockburll', Dr. Taylor's predecessor in the Moderatorial Chair
explained that the Church of Scotlandhad been engaged in the negotiations
for some time. He pointed out, acco~ding to the Herald's report that the
agreement between the Commission and the Roman Catholic organisation,
"The Sword of the Spirit," stipulated that organised Christianity, to fulfil
its propel' function, must everywhere be seCUTe in certain essential
freedoms.
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" Full freedoms," the agreement insisted, "must mean freedom to worship
according to conscience, freedom to preach, educate, and persuade (all in
the spirit of Christian charity), and freedom to bring up children iu the
faith of their parents.
The Christian life is one life in and throug'll
membership of Christian society, and its corporate nature and its constitutional freedom and independence must be recognised and guaranteed
by the State."
The Rev. Donald Mackintosh, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Glasgow,
stated that at the present stage he preferred to say little on the subject
beyond that he welcomed the move. He added that he had been in close
touch with the Roman Catholic Bishops in England on the matter, and that
"a good feeling of co-operation prevails among us Catholics."
"I am delighted' with the broadcast of the Bishop of London," was the
comment of the Rev. J. C. H. How, Bishop of the Diocese of Glasgow and
Galloway of the Episcopal Church in Scotland.
"I should like to see
some such movement getting to work to Scotland, and I certainly would
be prepared to help in such a movement to the utmost of my power, because
I am quite sure that if we are going to make any impression on the country
and the world we c~n only do it by common action." The Bishop added
that some already had been exploring the possibilities of co-operation. A
joint committee of Glasgow churches, he pointed out, already existed and
was working together for the welfare of youth.
He was hoping that
perhaps similar committees might be formed to get to work on other big
problems which were facing them.
,Surely the people of the Church of Scotland are not yet so ·far gone as
to countenance this coquetting with the Romau Harlot. At the time of
writing this note we have not seen any indication of their reaction to this
extraordinary movement.
We need in the Church of Scotland another
intrepid John Davidson who was quick enough to see the movement to
introduce bishops and countered it with one of the pithy sayings of Scottish
Church history-it Ay, busk (dress), busk, busk him as bonnilie as ye can,
and fetch him in as fairlie as ye will, we see him weill eneuch (enough);
we see the horns of his mitre." In this particular case it is the triple
crown we see instead of the bishop's mitre.

, The Doctrine of Justification by Faith.
n.
Let us linger over these terms, "the righteousness of God by faith."
Two subjects present themselves here for our consideration (1) the righteous.
ness of God, (2) by faith.
(1) The righteousness of God. What is meant by these words? First,
they are used to contradistinguish them from the righteousness of man,
to which he clings with criminal and fatal tenacity. That righteousness
in the eyes of God is only filthy rags. No one ever onnfronted with Heaven's
high standard will ever delude hmseH that his own righteousness is quite
sufficient. Generally speaking, "God's righteousnElCs" may be taken to
mean just what God oosa right to. ,And what has God a right to from
man? Is it not to love the Lord his God with all his heart, with all
his soul, wiVh all his strength, and with all his mind, and his neighbour
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as himself? Yes, and to do so in all circumstances~ at all times, and
forever ,and ever. No mere man has ever been able to do this, but there
came One who stood in the law-place of His people, who loved the Lord
His God with all His heart, with all His soul, with all His strength,
and with all His mind, and His neighbour as Himself. One that always
did that which pleased the Father and who was pre-eminently the Good
Samaritan, loving His neighbour as Himself. This is the One who wrought
out a righteousness satisfying the claims of Justice to the uttermost. This
is such a righeousness as God required, <lnd which, according to His
own eternal arrangement, was provided by Himself. This is the righteousness which is imput-ed to the pardoned sinner in the day he is justified.
(2) By faith.
This righteousness is not by works, though it certainly
was wrought out by works on the part of the Redeemer. But the believer
had no part or lot in the working out of this righteousness; to him it
isa righteousness by faith; this is the kind of righteousness that is presented to faith and received by it. What is meant by receiving this
righteousness of God? Halyburton puts it somewhat after this fashionwhen the gospel, in which is revealed the righteousness of God by faith,
is being presented. the believer listening to the good news is heartily
consenting to God's way of salvation. His understW'ding is laying hold
of it, his conscience is satisfied with it, the affection of his heart is won
by God's wonderful way of salvation so glorifying to Hinlself and so
eternally beneficial to the saved sinner. With such a message as this
well may the preacher go forth with hope and his hearers sit listening
with joy to the gladdest message that ever fell on mortal ears. Why is
it that this note is so seldom heard in modern preaching--even among
those who esteem themselves as free from modern tendencies? We are
not sounding the trumpet as the Reformers did. The truths enshrined in
the doctrine of justification hy_faith are glorifying to God and are strengthening and comforting to His heritage.

Healing of the Conscience.
By the Late

DA YID DICKSON,

Irvine.

(Continued from p. 14)
And to clear this yet further, that extreme fear to be swallowed up of
wrath, could well consist in Christ with strong faith to overcome and
bear out that terrible wrath-let it be considered, that as it was needful
Christ should be subject to the infirmity of natural strength, that He
might suffer death; so it was needful, that He should have strong faith,
to enable Him to bear out in a holy way, that which He behoved ,to
suffer.
For if, on the one hand, Christ had not been weakened, and
emptied of all human strength in His flesh, He could not have been
humbled enough for us; He could not have suffered so much as justice
did exact for satisfaction for us; and on the other hand, if He had not
stood firm in faith and love towards God's glory and our salvation, He
could not have satisfied justice, nor been still the innocent and spotless
Lamb of God, nor have perfected the expiatory sacrifice for us. Objection.
But was He not tempted to doubt by Satan ~ A:nswer. We grant that
He was indeed tempted by Satan to doubt; yea, we shall not stand to grant
that He was tempted to desperation; but we altogether deny that He was
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tainted with sin by temptation in the least degree: for the Scriptures
say, He was tempted in all things like unto us, but yet without sin in
Him, or yielding in any sort to any temptation.
And seeing by the
Evangelist (Matt. iv.), we understand, that He was tempted in the wilder·
ness by the devil, unto the most horrible sins that Satan could devise, and
yet was not stained or polluted in the least degree, with the least measure
of yielding to the sinful temptations; we need not stand to grant that
He might be tempted, or that He was tempted unto doubting and
desperation; for this was among the most notable and prime temptations,
whereby Satan in his impudent' boldness, solicited the Son of God, very
God and man in one person, even to doubt of that which Satan knew He
was: "If thou be the Son of God," says he. It is true indeed, that we
who are sinners by nature, and corrupted in all the powers of our soul,
cannot be tempted, tossed, a-nd troubled,' but therein our sinful nature in
some'measure may appear, and be polluted. But the matter was not so
with our holy Lord, the God of glory, who was separate from ·sinners.
For our impure nature is like to water in a puddle, which being stirred,
does presently become muddy and foul: but the holy human nature of
Christ, was altogether pure, like unto clear and pure fountain water in
a glass, which, howsoever, it be troubled and tossed, remains most pure,
and free of all muddiness.
Objection. But at least, was there not a conflict in our Lord between
His faith, and the temptation to doubting1 Answm·. We grant not only
a conflict of Christ's human natural strength with the burden of affliction,
but also a conflict and wrestling of His faith against the temptation to
For wrestling does not always argue the infirmity of the
doubting.
wrestler j for the Angel who is called God (Hos. xii.) wrestles with Jacob,
and in God was no infirmity.
Again, wrestling does not arg.ue always
infirmity, but does only evidence the wrestler's power, and the importunate
obstinacy of an adversary, who being repulsed and cast down, does not
at first leave the field, but rises up again, insists and presses on, so long
as it pleases the most powerful party to suffer the adversary to make
opposition. . Objection. But you must grant, that in the conflict of
G'hrist's human natural strength, with the affliction and burden of the
punishment laid upon Him by the Father, He was overcome, and
succumbed, and died. Answer. Yes, indeed: but we must put a difference between the conflict of natural strength with the burden of affliction,
and the conflict between faith and a temptation unto sin. In the conflict
of holy human nature in Christ, with the punishment of our sins laid
on Him, it was not a sin to have His natural strength overpowered, and
to lie down under the burden, and to lay down His life and di.e; but it
was a main part of His obedience; it was the performance of His promise
and undertaking, to yield Himself to justice and to die fo~ us, that we
might be delivered from death eternal. But in the wrestling of. His faith
with the temptation unto doubting, it had been a sin to have yielded in
the least degree, and that which could not consist with the perfect
holiness of the Mediator, surety for sinners.
Objection. But did not the perplexity of His thoughts, and the anxiety
of His mind, diminish something of the vigour and constancy of His
faith ~ Answer. It did diminish nothing of the vigour and constancy of

5G

____F_r_e_e_P_resbyte1·ian

~1. agazin,{'_:

His faith; for there is a great difference between the troubling of the
thoughts, and the hesitation or weakening of faith, as there is also a
great difference between the perturbation of the mind, and the perturbation of the conscience. For as the mind may be troubled, when, in the
consideration of some difficulty, it cannot at first perceive an outgate,
meantime the conscience remaining sound and quiet; so may the work of
the mind's discoursing be interrupted, and at a stay for a time, faith
meantime remaining untouched, wholly seund and quiet. For example,
upon the sudden receiving of a wound, or upon an unexpected report of
some great loss, such as befell Job, the wheels of the reasoning faculty
may be at a stand for a time, and the conscience in the meantime be
quiet; yea, and faith in the meantime remain strong, as we see in Job's
first exercise.
Now, if this may be found in a holy imperfect man in
any measure, why shall we not consider rightly of the exercise of the
Holy One of Israel, suffering in His human nature the punishment of
our sin'
(To be Contimbed)

God Who Commanded the Light.

"GOD

who Gommanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined
into our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the f:&Ce of Jesus Christ," n. COR. iv. 6. It is a loaden expression, and hold's forth the inward teachings of God on both sides; both
in reference to the subject, and in reference to the object. In reference
to the subject. He that commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined into our hearts; man's light ma,y shine into the head, but
God's light. doth shine into the hea,rt. God bath His throne in heaven,
but His ~hair, His pulpit, is in the heart; He "hath shined into our
hearts." And then you have the inwardness of divine teaching in respect
of the objeGt; "He }lltth given us the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." Man may give knowledge,
confused general knowledge, but God giveth the light of knowledge in
the lustre and brightness of it. "In thy light we shall 'see light," Psalm
xxxvi. 9. The soul seeth by the same light whereby God Himself sooth,
"thy light." And not only so; here is not only knowledge and light
of knowledge, but the glory of that light; the light which God bring's
in to the sanctified understanding, is a glorious light, a marvellous light,
1. Pet. ii 9. The' soul that the Spirit of God taketh by the hand, and
leadeth into truth, standeth wondering at the glory and excellence of that
light which shines round about it. And then lastly, all this in the face
of Jesus Christ; the face is the full discovery of a per'son. Moses could
not see God's face, but only His back-parts he might see, EXOD. xxxiii. 23.
But now by the flesh of Jesus Ohrist God hath put a veil upon His face;
the veil of His flesh, liEB. x. 20, through which we may see the face of
God; for now in Christ it is God manifest in the flesh, 1. TIM. iii. 16, the
human nature of Jesus Christ hath made God visible. In this face now
of Jesus Christ do they, whom God teacheth by a saving gospel-teaching,
see divine truth, that is, they see it now not only by borrowed representations and natural resemblances, but in its own native beauty and
lustre, "as the truth is in Jesus," EPH. iv. 21. "He bath shined into
0UI' hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ." This is the first property of divine teaching.

Notes and Comments.
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It is inward, and that both in respect of subject and object. -

Case's

Correction, Instruction; The Rod and the Word.

Notes and Comments.
The Communists.-Since Russia has come into the War the Communist
Party in this country has become more voluble and are demanding a place
in the sun. As an American commentator of world affairs sententiously
put it: Russia is not so red' as it used to be. Last month the Edinburgh
Town Council granted the use of the Synod Hall for the Communists to
hold a meeting on the Sabbath. The plea advanced on their behalf was
that there was a war on and that it was with the purpose of advancing
the Allied cause.
These politicians of the red type were not quite so
patriotic to the Allied cause before Russia came in. They need careful
watching. AfJart altogether from their political colour the Lord's Day is
not a day to be used by Conservatives, Liberals, Labour or Communists to
set forth their war aims.
We may have plenty of trouble from these
Sabbath breakers later on if we are not on our guard.
Anti-Nazi Protests in Holland.-Declarations protesting against Nazi
anti-Christian actions were read in all churches in the Netherlands on
Sabbath, April 19th, it is learned in London. This was the first united
protest to be made by the Churches of an occupied country against Nazi
barbarity. The Protestant declaration referred to the" heavy struggle in
the course of which many may have to sacrifice their freedom." The, Roman
Catholic authorities also caused a protest to be read in their churches.
Brothers All.--0n another page attention is called to an extraordinary
movement launched recently in London. At the end of May, Dr. Fisher,
Bishop of London, presided at a meeting at which Dr. Temple, the recently
appointed Archbishop of Canterbury, the Roman Catholic Archbishop, Dr.,
Hinsley, and representatives of the Free Churchees (Non-Conformists), were
present. A joint statement on co-operation between the churches to promote
the application of what was termed Christian principles to national and
international life was issued. The Bishop of London declared that "never
since the Reformation has there been such a measure as this." Cardinal
Hinsley, wearing his red robe, attended as the President of that dangerous
movement, the Sword of the Spirit.
The Archbishop of Canterbury
attended as chairman of the Anglican and Frce Church Commision (NonConformist) of the Churches.
The Babel tower-builders were not the
last who embarked on foolish schemes and their fate ought to be a warning
to these church dignitaries with their present schemes.
What is it all About~-The statement read at the meeting is to the
following effect: "Our purpose is to unite informed and convinced
Christians all over the country in common action on broad lines and international policy. We agree to act together to secure the effective influence
of Christian teaching and witness iii the handling of social, economic and
civic problems, now and in the critical post-war period. We are all pro-
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foundly impressed with tile increasing danger that in Our generation the
Christian heritage may be lost, and that our country may increasingly slip
into accepting Pagan standards and ideals, The crisis of civilisation, and
the possibilities open to Christians in the period of reconstruction in the
national and international field, make it essential that all this work of
Christian co-operation should be intensified and extended." Even though
the aims were better than they are it should not be forgotten that many a
ship with valuable cargo has been wrecked by the careless seamanship of
those who sailed the vessel. The avowed effort to unite informed and convinced Christians on broad lines and international sounds very well but
it seems to us that its very policy will be its greatest handicap. From Dr.
Hinsley's remarks it is evident that as far as the Papists are concerned
this movement is receiving their. blessing for certain well known reasons.
The Pilgrim Plriyers.-The following paragraph appeared in the June
number of Life and Work: The Record of the Church of Scotland: "There
is a breath of medireval romance in the. name of this little company of
professional actors. And their performances certainly do not belie the
promise of the name. The company was formed with a definite war-time
aim-to carry religious drama to people in, every part of the country. The
plays they perform include The W~ of the Cross, a Passion Play, by
Henri Gheon; Murder in the Cathedral, by T. S. Eliot; Noah, by AndnJ
Obey; Tobias and the Angel, by J ames Bl'idie; and Pilgrim Pie, a series
of thl'ee plays on Bible stories adapted for childl'en. Perfol'mances have
been given in' an extraordinary variety of places-in Cathedrals, in churches,
in churcll halls, in town halls, in schools, Nissen hnts and gal'l'ison theatres,
in social centres, in air-raid shelters, and in prisons.
In Scotland they have already toured in the Borders. In Edinburgh they
had many engagements including performances in St. Giles' Cathedral and
St. Mary's Cathedral. From there they have visited St. Andrew's, Stirling,
and Kirkcaldy. The first days of this month al'e to be spent in Kirkcaldy,
and after a return to Edinburgh they will visit Dundee, Aberdeen, and the
West and South-West of Scotland. . .. They have greatly appreciated
the welcome they have so far received in Scotland; and they, on their side,
are giving Scotland a treat of a unique kind."
Is Life and Work approving of the work of these actors' If not, why
is there no word of disapproval' Nothing further need be said except to
add that this consorting with the stage bodes no good for the Church.
A Bad MOtJe Contemplated.-An application to the Sheriff was to be
made by Glasgow Corporation to amend the Pal'ks by-laws in order to
permit the playing of bowls on the Municipal Greens on the Sabbath. At
the time of wl'iting the Sheriff's decision has not been announced but the
trend of opinion in the Town Council was clearly seen by a vote of 51 to
27. in favoul' of the proposal. Glasgow cut itself adrift from its moorings
when it excised fl'om ~ts motto, "by the preaching of the Word"-Let
Glasgow flourish by the preaching of the Word." Since then one step has
led to anothel' on the downward coarse. The most devoted advocate of AntiSabbatarianisID can scarcely plead that the playing of bowls is a work
of necessity and mercy. One of the speakers (a lady councillor) .said
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that the }'equest had come from the Glasgow Trades Council, an organization which repI'esented 170,000. To clinch her plea this lady informed
the Council that she had played bridge on a Sabbath evening with church
elders. This is pOOl' logic and worse ethics. If church elders are doing
what they ought not to do that is no reason why one should take another
wrong' step in breaking the divine law.

Roman Catholics in Office.-Bamford, Eric St. John, a.M.G., Deputy
Director-General Ministry of Information; Bruce-Lockhart, R. H., DirectorGeneral Political WaI'fare, Ministry of Information; Bums, '1'hos. Ferrier,
Ministry of Information; Casey, Miss May, Examiner to Censorship;
Downes, ~iss Margaret May, Credits Dept. Exports Gnarantee, Board of
Trade; Greene, Sir W., P.O., O.B.E., M.O.., .Master of the Rolls; Hope,
Hon. Richard, Ministry of Information; Heath, Dr. Isobel Powell, Regional Officer, British Hygienic Oouncil; Kirkpatrick, Ivone, Assistant to
Director-General Ministry of Information; Lanktree, H. E., Director
Newsprint, Paper Control, Ministry of Supply; Lomax, Michael Trappes',
Ministry of Information; Malley, Bernard, Assistant Press Attache,
British Embassy, Madrid; Rewcastle, Dr. Attracta G., Supt. Women's
Royal Naval Service.-Church Magazilne.
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Church Notices.
PROCEEDINGS OF SYNOD.--This booklet is to be published separately
as it was last year. When the Clerks have it ready for publication intimation will be made in the· Magazine and the names and addresses of those
from whom it may be had abroad in the U.S.A., Canada, New Zealand and
Australia will be given. The price of the booklet is 7d.-post free 8d. In
the meantime it may be intimated that the Clerks ef Synod hope to have
copies of those Proceedings ready in August. It is, however, to be taken
into account that our printers are handicapped by depleted. staffs. Copies
when ready will be sent to ministers and missionaries for distribution.
'~

DAY OF HUMILIATION AND PRAYER.-The Synod appointed
Wednesday, 19th day of August as a Day of Humiliation and Prayer
throughout the Church.
COMMUNIONS.-July, first Sabbath, Raasay, Lairg a'lId Beauly; second,
Tain, Staffin and Tomatin; third, Daviot, Halkhk, Flashadder and Rogart;
fourth, Achmore, Bracadale, Stratherrick, Plockton and North Uist. August,
first Sabbath, Dingwall; second, Portree and Thurso; third, Finsbay, Laide,
Bonarbridge; fourth, Vatten; fifth, Stornoway. September, first Sabbath,
Ullapool and Breasc1ete; second, Strathy; third, Tarbert (Hanis) and
Stoer.
October, first Sabbath, Tolsta; second, Ness.
Sou·th Afrioan
Mission.-The following are the dates of the Communions :-Last Sabbath
of March, June, September and December. NOTE.-Notice of any
additions to, or alterations of, the above dates of Communions should be
sent to the Editor.
ERRATUM.-" Popular" in the cross-heading at foot of page 30 should
'be "Unpopular."
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Acknowledgment for May, 1942.
A li'riend, Toscaig, £1 J'ohn )!acBeath, Loubain, Arrina, 3/6; Wm. !toss, 60 Marlo"\\'e
Cres., Ottawa, 11/6; Rev. Jas, A. Tallach, Kames, 2/6; Mrs. M. Campbell, 15 Argyle
Street, Inverness, 5/-; Mrs. Frame, 1646 Pacific Avenue, Winnipeg, 6/9; Mrs. Wm.
MacI&od, 26 Idugih, Uig, Sl\:ye, 5/6·; Mrs. N. ){cLennan, Cromalt, Elphin, 2/6; Mrs.
Dunbsr, Inverness, 3/6; James MaeLeod, Kerracber, Drumbeg, 2/6; Mias E. Black,
Watten, 2/6; Mrs. R. GIIUes, Millpark, Raasay, 6/3; Mrs. C. Fraser, Hlllside,.
Dornocb, 6/3; Mrs. A. MacCorquodale, Tlree, 3/9; Miss G. M. Alexander, ClIfton,
Bristol, 3/6; Mrs. MaeLeod, Struth, Leverburgb, 4/6; Miss Isa Kerr, Tbe Hall,
Lochlnver, 5/6; John Gordon, Blrlchen, Dornoch, 2/6; John MacDonald, 3 Tockavalg,
SIeat, 2/6; J. Matheson, Taners Cattage, Inver, 2/t>; Rod Macdonald, Achmore,.
Lashmaddy, 5/-; Miss H. FinlaJ'soll, Garve, 2/6; Mr. 1(, Matheson, Acharry Road,
Dingwall, £1; Rev. J. Colqnhoun, Glendaie, 12/6; Miss MacAulay, Kyles, Harrls, 6/6;.
Mrs. :MacKenzie, Killnraglen, Portrec, 5/6; ~ll's. MacKenzie, Brackloch, Lochinver,
6/6.

Acknowledgment of Donations.
Mr. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following donations.
Su,tenation F.",d.-Mrs. M, McL., 44 Rlpley, Canada, 17/10; Mjss C., Cralglea,
Strontlan, 10/-; Mlas M. MeR., Acbquart, £1; Mrs. A. MacKay, Saltburn, 5/G; Miss.
J. E. M., 125 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh, 10/-; Miss M. M., London, £1; Mrs.
A. C., 9 Broallan, Kilmorack, £1/5; "Rbumorc, " £1; D. MeD., Arrs. Isle ot lIo!ull,
10/-; Miss A. C., Cedar Cottage, Drlmaln, 8/-'; Mrs. Brown, 13 SeD<;lrk Street,.
Hamilton, 15/6.
Home Mi,1ion Fund.-Miss A. M., Torran, Rusay, £1; Miss M. M., Sehool House,
Achduart, 4/-.
Pro,pectwe OMna JliB8ion.-From, "Please read 2nd Chron,: 24-8 to 14," £25;
Miss A. B. McK., Eastbourne, Sussex, £1/10s.; Friend, Skye, £2; Miss M, M.,
London, £1; Weilwlsher, Skye, 10/-; Mrs, J. E., 9 Park Avenue, Dunfermline, 12/6;
John Frflsel', SeamHois,CluneB, 10;-; "Adhuent," North Diet, 7/6; HA Friend across
the Border," 10/-.
Jewish and Foreign M",rion8',-Miss A. B. McK., Eastbourne, Sussex, £2; "Rhumore,"
£1; R.A.F. friend, £6; Miss K. S., The Firs, Craseley Gloeen, Herts, £1; M. McL"
Kames, 10/-; Miss M. M., London, £1; Miss J. E. M., Clyde Street. Helensburgh,
10/-; Intueslea,
Nr. Scourle, 7/6; Mrs. T. M., 60 Blossom Street, Lowell, Mass.,
U.S.A., £1/10s.; Mrs. R., 9 Park Ave., DWlferml1ne, £1; Miss J. F., 168 l:Srlarbtll,
Toronto (o/a Car Fund), £1; Mrs. K. M. H., 46 Manor Rd., London, 10/·; R. D.
N" 2 Penefiler, Portree, 15/6; Mrs. D. C. MCL., P'arkhill, OntariO, o/a S, A. Mission,
£2/4/9d.; Mrs. D. C, McL., ParklJ.llI, Ontario, a/a Jewlslt Mission" £2/4/9d.; Miss·
MacD. per Rev. N. Mclntyre, £1; Anon, Greenock pcr Rev. N. Mclntyre, 10/·; A
F'riend, Skye, 10/·,

The Magazine.
Free Di8tribution Fu..d.-Mrs. M. MaeLennan, 12 Big Sand, Galrloch, 2/6; Donald

GlIIles, 40 Alma Road, Fort WiIllam, 2/6; Gollan, Hillside, Slumby, 2/6; Mrs. D.
C. MacLelslt, Parkh1ll, Ontario, 4/5; Mr. J. Fraser, Seanlols" Klrkhill, 2/6' Miss K.
Sallsum. The Firrs, 2/6; Alex Campbelll, 5 Diabaig, Achnnsheell, 3/-; L. M. R.oga,rt,
5/- i Miss M. MacKenzie, Island Cottage, Lochcarron, 2/6; H. MacEwan, 2 PutersOll
Street, Lochgllphead, 3/-; Wss A. M. MaeLeod, 47 Ashley St.•, Glasgow, 2/6; Mrs.
MacKenzie, KllIaraglen, Portree, 10/-; Jas. CampiJell, 93 Oaks"'Ave., Norcaster Park,
Surrey, 2/6; Mrs. MacLeod, Beaufort Road, Inverness, 5/-; Alex. MacLeod, Crana
View, Clashnessie, 5/6-; Angus Munro, Nedd, Drumbeg, 2/0; J. MacKenzie Missionary,
Kishorn, 4/-; Miss Urquhart, Gask HOlH~e, Auchterarder, 5/-; :Mnrdo SteWRl't, Nedd,
Drllmbeg, 9/-.
H.M. Force. Magazine (Free Distribution FtuUl).-Dunoon, F. P. Congregation pcr
Mr. NOTInan Shaw, £1; Misses MacAdie, GerstoIl, 12/6; Wm. MacKay, Howara,
Glendale, 10/-; Wss' C. MacKenzie, 28 North Toista, 5/-; Alex., MacAsklll, Inver,
F'ellrn, 5/:'; Adhuent,North Uist, 5/-; A Reader, 2/6; MJss C. MacKenzie, Home of
Rest, Inverness, 5/6; John MacKenzie, Reanacarn, Clashnessle, 5/·; Miss M. Beaton,
510 Crookston Road, Glasgow, 7/6; "A Free Presbyterian," 4-; G, MaeKay, Farlary,
I:'ogart, 4/6; Miss ~I. MacLeod, 1 Inverarish TelTace, R-aasay, 5/- l 'Vm. MacLeao, Ness,
3/6; D. MacLean, Cairnglass, 2/6; Friend, Ayrshire, 5/-;' Mrs. K. MacLean, Strome,
2/6; Miss 8. A. Urquhart, Balblair, 3/6; John McLeod, 1 Balmeanack, Raasay, 2/6;
.Tohn McKay, 30 Knocb Folnt, Stornoway, 2/6; Mrs. T. Walker, Lochend Crescent,
Bearsden, 7/6; F. MacCuish, 17 Nortbton, 5/6; Miss D, Poison, 4 Royal Circus,
Edinburgh, 3/-; Miss M. J. MacLean, 7 Devonshire Terrace, Glasgow, 1/·; Mrs.
Munro, Myrtle Cottage, Glen Morlston, 6/-; Mrs. W. M. Finlayson, Queen Street,
Dunoon. 4/-; Mrs. I. MacDonald, Badeal1, Scourle, 5/6; John Stewart, Cralgscoule,
Ueaolj". Ke.n MaeLcnt1J\D , Ttillor, Sbicldnlg, :JIG; Mrt/.. A. ~[un!h160J.l, 4- DUl1tlt~locb,
nUJ'llle, ~/6; MIss A. MlIcilollald, Scbool House, :loflY, lIlnllllil:, ../0; Don MarltlL(',
.Altnehulrn,
Locl'csl",.on, 2(6; Ml's. M. ~{acR.c, :) South OSClL;g, RlIasa)', fi/G;
"lUllllnore," JO/-; "L. M.," ltogart, 5/·; Mi•• .IlL M. lIiacLood, ·17 Ashley Shoee!.
Glusgow, 2/U; 1>1,... 1>fucl.eod, Beaufort, Road, Illven,esa, 0/-; M.rs. lit.. ~luct.cou. 1
In-vcrurlsh, Raasa,', 5/-; MI~s 1>1aeOoll, Ballacllullsh. 12/6; Mr.. (;, ],{a('!lonllld,
Uiqulsh, DWlvegan,. 2/6; "A Friend, Bayhead" per Mr. N. Maclsaac, £1; n. MncITlcur,
D. Macdonald, A. Macdonald, A.. MacCulsh, Mrs. Calder and Mrs, Boyd per Do., 6/-;
R.,,{,F'. Benevolent F"nd.-Mrs, A.. MacPhail, School House, Bellocbanrlny, 2/G;
Mrs. M, J. MacKay and Friends, Goderlch, Ontario £2/18/3d.; Miss D. MacDonald,
Torran, Raasay, £1; Portrec Congregation per Mr. Mclver, £6/15/4d.

