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occupied by congregations in churches are unsafe in air raids.

In addition to the almost invariable danger from falling glass,

churches are usually one-cell buildings offering a high degree

of danger from debris and they frequently have indifferent

facilities for egress in a crisis. (2) As a general rule, therefore,

the continued presence of the congregations in their nOlmal

positions after a war~ing stands to be discouraged, except where

local experience shows that warnings are rarely followed by

bombing in the neighbourhood. (3) Much depends on the pro,

tection obtainable in some part or another of the church, on the

remoteness of public shelters likely to be available, and of the

homes of the congregation. Each case therefore must be

examined on its merits, but it seems that apart from areas

proved reasonably safe by experience it will generally be right
to discontinue the service on a warning and to make an announce
ment on the following lines :-(a) if the church possesses fair
shelter, e.g., in vaults or in a safe part of the main building to
advise the congregation, except those whose homes are near to

the church, to proceed to the vaults where worship will be
resumed. (b) if the church off·ers no reasonable protection, and
if in particular the danger from flying glass cannot be escaped
from, to advise them that the serviee will not be resumed and

that all are advised to make for public shelters or their homes
if nearer. If no public shelter is available and home are remote,
the service will be continued and the congregation will be well
advised to remain where they are, but be ready to take cover under
or behind the pews on gunfire being heard. (c) if in any case

imminent danger is threatened by gunfire in the absence of a
warning, that the congregation should take cover under or behind
the pews. 'l'his correspondence and memorandum were sub

mitted to the Church Interests Committee of our Church, which
decided as follows :-" Publish the memorandum in the Magazine
and request Ministers and Missiona.ries to read it publicly; and
also to indicate to their congregations the local arrangements
for their particular congregations, suitable to their cirum~

stances.-Robert R. Sinclair, Clerk of Synod. January, 1941.
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