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The Fellowship Meetings.

THE

A BRmF

H1STORICAJJ SKE'l'CH.

origin of the Fellowship, or "Men's," Meetings l held
on the Friday of t.he Communion in the Highlands is involved in obscurity. The earliest traditions of "the Men "2 gather
round the name of John MUlll"O (" Caird ")3, a convert under the
ministry of t.he Rev. Thomas Hog, Kiltearn, and from whom
descended t.he Rev. John Mnuro, Halkirk, and the Rev.
Christoplll'!' Munro, St.rathy.
According to Dr. Kennedy's
t.est.imony e_xer(',i~ed believers used to meet in private houses and
for t.heir mutual edification discussed their religious experiences.
In this way the Fellowship Meetings began and in order to have
t.hem under the control of t.he ministry it was ultimately decided
t.hat they should have a place in the religions exercises of the
Chnreh and especially on the Friday of the Communion when
they would he presided over by a minister.
Accepting this
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lFor a description of what these Fellowship Mcctin~s really arc sce
Dr,Killluefl.y'8 DCfyS of the Fathers in Ross-shl:n', p. 83, (4th Edit.).
~Dr. WilIiam Mackay, in his preface to the 1n111WI1e8S and Dinpwall
Presbytm'y B(>oords, says: "It was .long aft"r the period to which
these records refer, that 'the Men' who have fol' the lastc,entury
and a half been so noted as 41lP.tee,hists and expounders and nhm of
prayer, first appeared within the bounds of our Presbyteries," p. xxv.
In his U?'q'II!tCl1't and GlenmoTiston, in referring to 'the Men '--na
Daoine, he writes: "'I'here \V('re 110ne in our parish before Culloden"
(p. 382, 2nd Edit.). I have carefnlly gOl1e over all the extant preRevolution chmch registers (Synod, Presbytery and Kirk-Session)
of Sutherland and Caithness but there is no reference to "the Men"
in any of them. The first reference is as late as 1737. The fact,
however, of lion· mention in church records does not necessarily meat
the non-existence of "the ME'll."
3Dc£ys of the Fathers in Ross-shi?'e, p. 91 (4th Edit.). There is an
interestillg' account of J ohl! Mulll'o (" Caird") in Memorials of Rev.
C. M1vl1ro, StTothy, p. 298.
p
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testimony as to the origin of the Fellowship Meetings it is seen
that Ross-shire can claim to be the early home of "the Men "t
and here, under a numher of gifted and pious preadlCrs the
institution flourished, so tliat this part of the Highlands was
privileged to possess some of the brightest and most shining
.lights of their class. In connection with the Fellowship Meetings' Controversy in Cnithness and Sutherland in the 18th
century, it is of somc interest 1'0 remember that it was not the
first controversy to rage round fellow-ship meetings. Baillie in
his Letters in re-fening to the Aberdeen A..;;sembly (1640) informs
us that Mr. Hmry (aftm.'\\-ards Bishop) Gutln:ie madp no small
stir about \·prtnin private fellowsliip nwetings whidl had originated during the perseention in Ireland and were eoutinnrd
in Seotland by those who had Hed to this eountr)' for refuge.
Those especiallY ]wld und!'r the leadership of the Laird of Leekie,
a.t Stirling, came under "Mr. Harry's" ban.
The" Irish
Novations,"" ns the objedionHblp points in eonneetioll with thesp
meetings w(~re tet'med, provf'd n troublesome affair for all COI1ce1'11ed. Alexander Henderson was opposed to the meetings but
Bobert Blair, David Di"ksoll and John Livingstone were favourable. No satisfactory solution Wlts comu to at this Assembly,
but the year following It settlenwnt was made. It was of sholt
dnration, however, for the Laird of Lookie gave in a bill 01'
complaint tD the Assembly against Mr. Harry Guthrie for
slandering him at the Aberdeen Assembly.
It ended more
happily than most ecclesiastical controversies, for, according to
Baillie, "the parties agreed, both in a writ, read to the Assembly,
nnder their hands, deelaring their good opinions each of other:
4Thcre is a d{)()ument extant, da.tedll\!l.7th September, 1788, setting
forth the rules of the society of "the Men" in Ross-sllire (Hastings'
Encyclopaedia of Relig'ion and Ethics, VIII. 543).

Some Brownists," says Baillie, "insinuating themselves aIllong
them whileas their ministers were away, did move divers towards
their conceits. 'l'he most of thcm good people flying over to us [from
Irelal1d] WCl'e heartily embraced of us all. Their pl'ivate meetings
wcre overlookl'd. Some of their conceits though spreading, we let
alone, till the Laird of Leckic, one who had suffered much by the
bishops, was mal'ked, using his Irish form of private exercises in
Stirling. "
From these words it would appeal' that the "Irish
novations" refened chiefly to Brownist idea-s,
5"
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for Leckie truly witnessed, that he knew no blame to Mr. Harry,
neither in doctrine nor life; and Mr. Harry testified, that he
never had a thought that Leckie, or any of his family, was
guilty of those slanders he complained of."
Guthrie's contention found embodiment in the General Assembly Act of 1647,
Section VII., which reads as follows :-" \Vhatsoever hath been
the effects and fruits of meetings of persons of divers Families
in the times of corruption or trouble (in which cases many things
are commendable, which othen~ise are not tolerable) yet when
God hath blessed us with Peace and the purity of the Gospel,
such meetings of persons of divers Families (except in the cases
mentioned in these directions) are to be disapproved, as tending
to the hindrance of the religious exercise of each Familie by itself,
to the prejudice of the publike Ministery, to the renting of
Families of particular Congregations, and (in progress of time)
of the whole Kirk; be:;ides many offences which may come thereby, to the hardening of the hearts of camall men, and grief of
the godly." Had this Act been carried out to the letter it
would have made an end of Fellowship Meetings and if the
Fellowship Meetings it condemns were similar to those which
became such a well recognised institution in the Highlands it is
more than probable the Act would have been quoted by the
opponents to Fellowship Meetings in the Synod of Sutherland
and Caithness. 6 Still the fact that the evangelical ministers of
UFoI' Instance, Rev. Murdo MacDonald, Durness, who took a part in
the Fellowship Meeting Controversy, writes: "It was ordinary at
such convcntions to start questions, eithcr frivolous or ill-stated,
and to allow ignorant people to harangue on them at random, pcrhaps
without touehing at all, 01' vcry supcrficially, on the subject in debate,
.while the ministers present allowed them, without eontrol, correction
In modern
or diTection to ramble on in their undigested stuff."
times, "the Men" have been severely eritieised in "Investigator's"
[Rev. Dr. K. Phin, Galashiels] The Ch1tTOh and heT Aoo11seT in the
Fm' North (Glasgow: 1850) and Fanatioism in the Nm'th (Edinburgh:
1852).
An article in the QuaTteTly Review (September, 1851)
Plltitled "Puritanism in the Highlands-The Men," is founded on
"Investigator's" pamphlets and written in the same spirit. I nwheisd
Eagla'is 1Ut h-Alba (Embarrassment of the Church of Scotland) by
Rev. J. Macdonald, Alvie, is a bitter attack in verse on Peter Stewart.
Rev. Gilbert MacMillan's Reminisoenoes of the N oTth (Inverness:
1905) contains a description of "The Men" which is nothing betteT
than a caricature.
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the time werc favourable to t.hese private meetings and that Mr.
Hog, who camc to Kiltearn ill 1654, would, ill all likelihood, havp
associated with those of like sentiments, mnkt's it prohahle that
there may be some couneetion, evcu thongh distant, between the
:F'ello\Vship Meetings of the first and those of tllo s(,'(;ond C011troversy.7 But this is stated tentatively, [or it lllUSt be aeknowledg'ed that tlJ(~ links iu the dlllilJ arc no!: Slh·h a.s would enable
one to take up sueb a position with allY thing like eer!:ailJty, 'l'he
history of the Pello\VshilJ Meetings in later times while illteresting
caUllO!: be dealt with here. 'l'hey have heeu highly praised by
some alld severely criticised by utben;, uut. it. will be generally
admitted by all candid minds that, whell rightly l~()nduded, they
are eminently conducive to the spirit.ual edification of those who
attend them. Befol'll leaving tbis snbjed it is necessary to point
out that all "t1H' Men" are not to be .iudg'ed by the opinions
held, and till', attitude to t.he dlUrd! and ministry assumed, by
the Separatists, Both DI'. l~()llu()dy, DingwaH, alld Mr, Auld,
Olrig, who have done so llludl to lJcrpetuate the mmnol'y of " the
Men," enter a strong' caveat against classifying' "the Men"
generally with the Separatists. s
Aeeonling' to Sage, Peter
Stewart, Strathrnol'c, Caithness IUlll a.fterwards Catechist of
Duthil was the rounder of the St~pamtists. Limits of spaee
forbid any attempt in this papor to dea.l witll th.e position
7}'Ql' au accouut of the Caithuess and Sutherland "Men"s" Meetings
sce l'mns, of the Gaelic 80c'iety of Inve?"1lCss (VoL xxix. 15!J-IR2).
8Refereuces to the Separatists will be found in Sage's M el/10mb ilia
Domestioa" p. 270 (1st Edit.); Annals of the Disruption pp. (j76-682
(1884 Edit.); Rev. D. MacLeall 's DntMI-PlIst and P1'ese'nt PIJ. 28-42;
Dr. Kenuedy's Days of the Fathers ion Boss,shire pp. 79·81 (4th Edit.) ;
Rev. Alexander Auld's Ministers and Men of the Fa1' North, 2nd
.Edit. In passing verdict on the Sepnratists, it should 1Je borne in
milHl that aU the above al'e from the ministerial standpoint. Norman
Ma.eLeod (afterwards Rev. NOJ'nJan MacLeod, Cape Breton, Canada),
a leader of the AssYllt Separatists, gave expression to his views in
The P1'esent C111/.1'oh 0/ 8cotland and al Timt of NOT1nanis'/l1. The
Letters of ,John Grant, Joseph Mlwkay and Alexander Gair were
privately IJrinted by Cameron MacKay, a lltnnbm' of years ago, and
Peter Stewart's and J oseph MacKay 's Gaelic poems will be found in
Davn 8pioradail le ughdairibh Eug·samhail (Forres:. 1852).
The
fullest a.ccount of the Separatists will be found in Principal Mnclood's
The North COnllt1'Y Separati~t~ (Inverness: 1930).
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doctrine of its integrity and infallibility, and anything that
hints at its imperfection is rejected.
We have spoken of their piety; we might speak of their
beautiful Christian character, !lnd their marked ability.
Dr.
Mackintosh Mackay, in referring to one of them, the saintly
William Calder, said: "If it please God to aecept me in the
great day as Ol1e of His own, redeemed by sovereign grace, I
trust to carry the remembrance of what I now tell you into the
Kingdom above. This memorable patriarch-like person, leaning
upon his spade while he laboUl'ed in his harvest field-alHl (full of
chastened dignity was that person in stature and expression
wherever he appeared), in solemn accents and with loving looks
of fatherly kindness, said: 'My SOl1, know thou the God of thy
father, and serve Him with a perfect heart and with a willing
mind; for the Lord seal'eheth all hearts and all the inHlginafions
of the thoug'hts; if thou seek Him, He will be found of thee, but
if thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off for ever.' A word
spoken in season, how good it is." Then there is the famous
Alexander Gair, a genius in his way, with a caustic wit that
made his victims wince. "Don't you know," said a Romanist to
him one day, "that the Pope is sitting in 81. Peter's Chair?"
QUIck as lightning came the unexpected reply, "Yes! Peter had
been in that chair once, that is when he denied his Master, and
the Pope has been sitting in it ever since." Then thet·e is the
goodly cloud of witnesses in the counties of Caithness, Sutherland, Ross, Inverness and Argyll, who in their day and gcuf'ratioll
were living epistles known and read of all men.

The best qualification is to feel yourself ill-qualified.-Elisha
Gales.

. Zeal without knowledge is like wild fire in a fool's hand.John Trapp.
Of all our troubles the troubles of a pToud heart are the
greatest.-Sibbes.
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The Faith of the People, the Comfort
of the Minister.
A sermon by the Rev. JOSEPH IRoNs,Camberwell, Lonrlon.
• 'Therefore, brethren, we were' comforted over you in all our
affliction and distress by your faith " (I. ThesB. iii. 7).
(Continued from p. 171.)

n. The Solace. "In all our afflictions and distress," put
upon us whatever weight you will, let it be in addition to what: I
have noticed, let it be reproach, distress, persecution, want,
sonow, poverty loss, trial, affliction, bereavement-put all these
together, yet there is something to solace us, and "in all our
:affliction and distress we are comforted." And by what? 'Why,
"by your faith." "Why," say ,you, "what have you to do with
-our faith?" You will recollect those words: "The communi.cation of thy faith "-in spiritual fellowship one with another,
-God Almighty help you to carry this out.
But in addition to this, the sent servants of God get comfort
or solace in the midst od: their afflictions, from knowing that
there is faith wrought in the heart of this man or of that woman,
and that this or that sermon is owned of God to the working
of faith in the soul. I mean saving faith; I mean living faith;
I mean supernatural faith; I would not give a straw, I would
not take the trouble to stand up to preach a sermon, merely
for the purpose of bringing you to credit what I say-merely
for the purpose of bringing you to subscribe to what I subscribe to; merely to bring you to credit the facts and statements
·of the Word: of God, whi0h I acknowledge. The devil does not
deny H; infi·dels may, many of them, be brought to confess it,
though they will not receive it. This is merely the natural man;
this is merely changing the colour of old Adam; this is merely
cnltivating human intellect. There is nothing of spiritual life
in this. The faith I want, is th.at which is wrought in the heart
'by the Holy Spirit, through the preaohed word. Mark that
text: 'Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
,God." Many people say, "Faith comes by hea.ring, and by
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dint of study;" but the faith of God's people comes by hearing
tlie gospel preached; it is put into their hearts in that way. Many
people's faith is that which they have schooled themselves into
very nicely by argument and process of natural reasoning, but
it has no more to do with religion, than it has to do with creating
a world; it has no more to do with religion, than it has to do
with creating a soul anew. The faith I want is a faith wrought
in the heart by a supernatural power; the grace of the Holy
Spirit descend,ing from above and taking possession of a soul
for Jesus Christ, to assert His authority and His sovereignty
there. Now this is our solace as ministers; when this faith is
wrought through our preaching of the everlasting gospel. I
mean, when hearers do not merely go away, and say, "Oh! that
was a fine sermon; we liked that sermon very much, we liked the
text and we Liked the style and we liked the manner."
What
have your likes and dislikes to do with iU You may like it all
very much, and go away without the least benefit. I pray you
see, not whether you like the sermon, but whether it is fastened
upon your conscience; whether the Holy Ghost has made use
of it to work faith-for "faith cometh by hearing i" whether it
has accomplished a spiritual t.ransformation in you; and whether
it has given a capacity, a principle, which lays hold on Christ
and on eternal life in Him. It is when we are called to witness
this, and we recognise the work of God thus going on, that we
are "comforted in all our affliction and distress."
I will give you an instance now how we are sometimes comfortedby this. I am l(Joking back now only a few days. I have
found my mind extremely harassed and distressed, by some of
the most vexatious letters that perhaps could, be penned on
purpose to insult a man, and then again by some of the most
trying visitors, that would weary the patience of Job to talk
with them; and I have sat down and sighed: "Oh! who would
be a minister~" That was just the feeling of my mind, fretting
under the accumulation of troubles. Then comes a letter: what
is it? some new plague to torment me' No! but to tell of some
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poor sinner brought under'the preached Word here out of capt.ivity into glorious liberty, aut of darkness iI1to light, rejoicing
in the salvation of Christ Jesus; and two or three similar cases
<In the back of it. And then, instead of crying out, "Oh! who
would be a minister~" we cry, "Oh! who would not~" I name
this, as an illustration how we are comfurted: we are comforted
when we witness that the work of God goes on through the
instrumentality of a preached Word, and that we' do not "labour
in vain, nor spend our strength for nought."
Yet further: we are" comf<lrted by your faith," when we
witness that it has drawn you from the world, and made you
what believers should be: We are comforted, when we witness
the charity and love which always accompany saving faith;
when we witness the purity that it always effects, for you will
recollect it is written, that God, "put no difference between Jews
and Gentiles, purify~ng their hearts by faith."
Mark that
genuine property-purifying. I do not mind what they call
their faith, whether they call it a human faith, a carnal-reason
faith, or an accrediting faith, if it does not purify the heart,
it is not worth having; if it d.oes not make its possessor love
holiness it will never give him a place in heaven; if it does not
make its posses.'.''or hate sin, it is not the faith of God's elect;
if it does not "work by love," it is a lazYJofaith, and good for
nothing; if it .does not "purify the heartlf"~d will never take
that heart as His habitation. You cannot prove that the Holy
Ghost has made your heart His temple unless mighty gracesaving faith-has purified it; for when He comes into a temple,
He alway<s casts out id<lls, and, buyers and s~Jlers too; He comes
there to purify it, and make it fit for God. Now, when we
witness, as the Apostle did in these Thessalonians, that the faith
of God has purified the hearts of our people, that they love
purity, spirituality, and holiness, that they are. in love with
Christ, and hate everything <lontrary to His mind and will; that
they are exemplary chara.cters, separated from the world; that
they have really been with Jesus, and imbibed His Spirit, then,
as the Apostle was when he saw this, " we are comforted."
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Again: when the Apostle says, "We are comforted by your
faith," I cannot but believe that he had this in view: the growth
of their faith: "Because your faith groweth." A growing faith
must be a living faith. A growing faith: a grain of mustard
seed that is cast into the earth, and groweth until it becomes
a tree, large enough for the fowls of. the air to lodge in the
branches of it,-for that is our Lord's history of it. But do
mark here, I beseech you, that even when it is as small as a
grain of mustard seed, it is sufficient to overturn a mountain:
"If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto
this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place, and it shall
remove." This is His simile; and fairly carried out, you see
the child of God taking a grain of mustard seed, and rolling it
against a mountain, and it easts the mountain down. It may be
a mountain of unbelief, a mountain of sin, a mountain of
difficulty; a grain of mnstard seed overturns it all. Then, what
a very little portion of faith you and I must have, to let the
mountain stand! to be stand,ing kicking at mountains, both in
providence and in grace, instead of rolling the graiIi of mustard
seed at them! "If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed." said
Ollr Lord. (and He never spoke anything but the truth), "ye shall
say unto this mountain, Remove hence, and it s.hall ·remove."
But now, what s·hall we say of its growth ~. I find some
recorded in the Word of God, so strong in faith, that whenever
they came to a promise, they seized upon it and called it their
own.
I find some of them so strollg in faith, as to knou'
there was a erown of righteousness laid up for them whenever
they had done with the wilderness. I find some so strong in
faith; as to come even "boldly" to the throne of grace in its
exercise. I find some so strong in faith, as even to "stir up
themselves to take hold of Ood." I find some so strong in faith
that when have got hold, they will not let Him go: "I will not
let Thee go, except Thou bless me." And I find old Abraham
so strong in faith, as to take God at His word in the face of
seeming impossibilities; for "he went out, not knowing whither
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---------he went." A poor worldling's faith, you know, is only founded
upon his knowledge; but the faith of Abraham was where knowledge did not exist: "He went out, not knowing whither he
went." And did he know the result when: he went to offer up his
son Isaad Nobody told him there would be a mm in the thicket;
nobody told him that God would stay his hand, when it was
uplifted with the knife to slay his SOI1 Isaac.
Yet without
any knowledge, or anything like it, merely at God's bare word,
merely at the command of the Most High, he goes, and God
appears at the proper time. It is faith's province io trust God;
it is God's busineS& to deliver. It is faith's business to walk in
the dark; it is God's business to guide it. It is faith's bU~~·lesS
to wage war with ten thousand foes, quite apart from the question
how they are to be conquered; that is God's business. It is faith's
business to take God at His word; it is God's business to honour
fa.ith.
Now, the Apostle witnessed in the.<:;e Thessalonians that their
faith "grew "-" grew exceedinly."
Oh! do let me look at
your experience; do let me know how you are getting on in this
very thing; whether your faith is growing, "growing excee~
ingly;" whether it has got at all beyond its infancy, its boyhood;
whether it has reached the "young man" or "the father";
whether it is "the blade" or "the ear," or "the full corn in
the ear." These are our Lord's similes.
But another thought here: a growing faith must be a living
faith, and not a dead one. It must be one which has the life of
God in it/and can never dae. And this will lea{[ on, by growth,
to the full assurance of it. I do not like to find young Christians
professing to be in~ possession of assurance in a very early
experience, but I do.like them to grow. I never knew a man
to stand well that jumped into assurance; but I have known
many stand well who have grown into it, and grown, too, with
mruch discipline. There is a great deal to be done. The plants
in our gardens must be watered, and we must" dig about them
and dung them"; and depend upon it, if God means to make
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faith strong, He will water it, and prune it, and lop it, and then
refresh it by "the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ."
There is one thing more: the Apostle's comfort was extended
and incrBased by the stability of their faith, which evinced its
reality. There was such tenacity, and firmness, and abiding
steadfastness in these disciples at Thessalonica, that they were
H not moved with afflictions."
And I am very anxious that this
should be the case with my hearers. There are so many moonshine pretensions in the present day which have no foundation
whatever in the 'Word of God, but profess to spring from what
they call an enlightened age. But verily this" enlightened age"
is i:lt the path towards darkness again; we are going down int.o
the darkness of Popery at a most tremendous mte. And yet
they call this an enlightened age; and there are some that are
foolish enough to tell us: "Oh! people are too well edrucated
now to be guilty of the persecutions of the barbarous age; they
belong to times bygone." But, pray, 'who were the persecutors
in times bygone ~ Were they not the well educated ~ Were they
not the learned ~ Were they not men like those at Oxford?
Nay, wpre they not the very men who heaped to themselves and
monopolised all the learning of the day, that it should not become
common ~ These were the very parties; and, they will be the
men again. This argument falls to the ground in a Ir!0ment.
But none of us are to be moved with these persecutions. If the
law is to prevent our meeting together as now, if it is to prohibit
our reading the Bible, if it is to silence the men who preach what
I preach-the doctrines of God's eternal grace-you are not to
be moved by these afflictions, and so to evidence your fa.ith by
its firmness. Let us see that you can stand in trying times and
in the face of the hitterest foes; that the faith of God's elect
is like God Himself, and standeth sure and firm and immovable,
"having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are His."
Much occurs to my mindl here, but I must indulge only m a
concluding thought: the apostle's comfort strengthened brotheI'ly
affection, and therefore in the language of my text he opens

r
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with: "Therefore, brethren." W'hen he first sent Timotheus
to Thessalonica to make inquiriE',s about the matter of their
faith, I query much if he had not some suspicions whether he
should be able to call them "brethren," whether they had not
forfeited their claim to that blessed appelation, and whether
they had not gone back from the faith to the world and become
apostates. But when Timotheus came, and brings. good tidings
of their faith, he says, "Bl'ethren." There is a strengthening
and a refining of the relative affection which existed, so that he
recognises them and knows them, as part of the same family,
standing fast in the same faith, and looking to the same glorious
end and goal. "Therefore, brethren, we were comforted in all
our affliction and distress by your faith."
But I beseech you, brethren, be upon your guard against the
abuse of this aippellation; while you ,do not abandon its use,
because it is abused. Thei'e are whimsical visionaries enough,
with about as much religion 'as horses and dogs at heart, who
are priding themselves upon the term and arrogating to themselves the term, bretMen; and I believ,e they are infidels in
heart. Do not be beguiled by them. But on the other hand,
do not' abandon the faith of God's elect. Love as brethren,
I ive as brethren, walk as brethren, claim alliance and joint privileges as brethren. Let it be seen and known, that your relationship to each other, as real 'Christians, is of God; that Jesus is
the Elder Brother, and that those who possess the s.pirit nnd
mind of Jesus are all. related to each other as a holy brotherhood. Then we shall say concerning you, as Paul did. "\Ve
are comrorted in all our affliction and distress by your faith."
May the eternal Goel make your faith to "grow exceedingly,"
and keep it in lively exercise. And His Name shall have all
the glory.

A proud heart and a lofty mountain are never fruitful.
-Gurnall.
Il

'"
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A Soliloquy on the Art of Man-Fishing
By

THOMAS BOSTON.

1.

A H! Lord, who hath believed our

~eport1 and to whom is the
arm of the Lord revealeli 1 ThLs day seems to be a day of
lIarkness and gloominess; the glory is departed even to the
threshold of the temple. We may call ol'dinances Ichabod, and
name the faithful preachers of Scotland no more Naomi, but
.Ma11ah j for the Lord deals bitterly with them, in forsaking His
ordinances so much at this day. Th·e Lord hath forsaken them
ill a great measure, as to suecess attending their labours. They
toil all the night; but little or nothing is caught; few or none
ean they find to come into the Gospel net. So that Jeremiah's
exercise may be theirs-Cha.p. xiii. 17-" Ir ye will not hear it,
my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine
eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears."
And thou, 0 my soul, mayest make this thy exercise, if thou
hadst a heart that could mourn either for thyself or others.
Though indeed it is no great wonder that God does not countenance with much success the like of me, who (if I mayor dare
class myself among those that are faithful) am the meanest, the
most unworthy of them all, not worthy to take His covenant in
my mouth, who am a,child in piety and the mystery of godliness,
though not in years, who am a poor fool, having a weak heart and a
shallow head; who might rather be learning of others than
teaching them; who can hut wade about the outer parts of that
depth, into which others call enter far; who have so little love to
Christ, and so little pure zeal for His glory; can say so little
for the truth, and so little against error; who am altogether
llllworthy and insufficient ,for these things :-no wonder, I say,
God does not countenance me, when others, that liTe as tall cedars
in the Lord's vineyard, do so little good-cven others that are
great men in the Chureh for piety and learni.ng. But yet, seeing
I am called ont to preach this everlasting gospel, it is my duty
t{) endeavour, and i.t is my desire to be (Lord thou knowest) a
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fj·Jwr of men. But, alas! I may come in with my complaints to
my Lord, that I have toiled in some measure, but caught nothing,
for any thing I know, as to the conversion of anyone soul.
r fenr I may say, I have almost spent my strength in vain, and
my labour for nought-, for Israel is not gathered. 0 my soul,
what mny be the cause of this 'I why does my preaching so little
good? No doubt, part of the blame lies on myself, and a great
part of it too. But who can give help in this case but the Lord
Himself? and how can I expect it from Him but by prayer, and
faith in the promises, and by consulting His W OI1d, where I may,
by His Spirit shining on my heart, (shine, 0 Sun of righteousness)
learn how to carry, and what to do, to the end the gospel preached
by me may not be unsuccessful 'I Therefore did my heart cry
out after Christ this day, and my soul was moved, when I read
thnt sweet promise of Christ-M'atth. iv. 19-Follow me, and J
1rill make yOU! fishers of men, directed to those that would follow
Him! 0 how fain would my soul follow Him, as on other
accounts, so on this, that I might be honoured to be a fisher of
men! Therefore, my soul would fain know what sort of following of Christ this is, to which this sweet promise is annexed.
I woulCt know it, (Lord thou knowest) that I might do it, and
so catch poor souls by the gospel, and that I might know whether
I hnve a right to this promise or not. 0 let thy light and thy
truth shine forth, that they may be guides to me in this matter;
and let the meditations of my heart be according to thy mind.
and directed by thy unerring Spirit. Grant light and life, 0
Lord my God!
Follow, me, and I will make you fishe1's of Men. In these
words there are two things to be considered :-1. There is a duty,
Follow me. Wherein consider, (1.) The object, me, even the
Lord Jesus Christ, the chief fisher of men, who was sent by tlw
:B'ather to gather in the lost sheep of the house of Israel; who
was and is the infinitely wise God, and so know the best way to •
cateh men, and can instruct men how to be fishers of others.
(2.) The act, Follow (Gr. come after) me: Leave your employ1111'l1t, and come after me. Though no doubt there is a directioH
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to all the ministers of the gospel, that they have left their other
employments, and betaken themselves to the preaching of the
Word, 1Jiz., that jf tliey would do good to souls, and gain them
by their ministry, then they are to imitate Christ, in their
earriage and preaching j-o make Him their pattern, to write
after His copy, as a fit mean for gaining of souls. 2. There is
a promis(' annexed to the duty. vVherein wc may consider, (1.)
The henefit promised; that is, to be made fishers of men; wlJich
I take to be not only an investing of them with authority, llnd
a calling of them to the otIice, but also a promise of the success
they should have, that fishing of men should be their employment,
and tliey should not be employed in vain, but, following Christ,
they should indeed catch men by the gospel. (2.) The fonntaincause of this, J,-l will make you; none other can make you
fishers of men but me.
Thou mayest observe, 1, then, 0 my soul, That ·it is the TioHt
Jesus Ch1'ist that make" men fishers of mell. Here I shall shcw,
I. How Christ makes men fishers of men. n. \Vhy unconverted
men arc compared to fish in the water. HI. 'l'hat ministers are
fishers by o(fice.
I. How does Cllrist make mt'1l fishers of men'! In nnswer to
this question, consider spiritual fishing two ways. 1. As to the
office and work itself: and 2. As to the suecess of it. First, He
makes them fishers as to their offiee, by His call, which is twofolll,
outward and in ward, b.v settillg thmn apart to the of'fir'C of the
ministry;. and it is thy husiness, 0 my soul, to know whether
thou hast it or not. But of this more afterwards. Secondly, He
makes them fishers as to success; t.hat is, He makes them catch
men to Himself hy the power of His Spirit accompanying the
\Yord they preath, alld the discipline tlw.v administer; ] Cor. i.
18, "The prcar·hing of the eross-unto us whieh are saved, is
the power of Gon." 1 Thess. i. 5--" Our gospel came not unto
you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and
in m.uch assurante." He it is that brings sinners into the net
which ministers spread; and if He be not with them to drive
the fish into the net, they may toil all the night and day too, and
eateb nothing.
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1. 0 my soul, theu, see that gifts will not do the business. A
man may preach as an angel, and yet be useless. If Christ
withdraw His 'presence, all will be to no purpose. If the Master
of the house be away, the household will loath their food; though
it he dropping down about their tent-doors. 2. Why shouldst
thou then on the onc hand, as sometimes thou art, be lifted up
when thou preaehest a good and solid discourse, wherein gifts
do appear, and thou g'ettest the applause of men ~ ",Vhy, thOI1
mayest do all this, and yet he no fisher of men. The fish may
see the bait, and play about it as pleasant, but this is not enough
to catch them. On the other hand, why shouldst thou he SO much
discouraged, (as many times is the case) because thy gifts are
so small, and thou. a.rt but as a child in comp.arison of others?
Why, if Christ will, He can make thee a fisher of men, as well
as the most learned rabbi in the Church; Psal. viii. 2-0ut of the
m01tths of b1nbes and su.cklings h(!st th01t ordoined strength. Has
not God put this treasure in earthen vessels, that the power
might be seen to be of Him 'I Lift up thyself then,
my soul;
Christ can make thee a fisher of men, however weak thon art.
Follow thou Him. My soul desires to follow hard after thee,
o God. 3. Be concerned then, in the first place, 0 my soul,
for the presence of God in ordinances, and for His power that
will make a change among people, Psa!. ex. 3. When thy discourse, though never so elaborate, shall be but as a lovely song,
set thyself most for this.
",V.hen thou studiest, send up
ejaculations to thy Lord for it. When thou writest a sermon, or
ruminates on it, then say to God, Lord, this will he a,uogether weak
without thy power accompanying it. 0, power and life from
God in ordinances is sweet! ,seek it for thyself, and seek it for
thy hearers. Acknowledge thine own weakness and uselessness
without it, and so cry incessantly for it, that the Lord may drive
the fish into the net, when thou are spreading it out. Have an
eye to this power, when thou are preaching: and think not
thon to convert men by the force of reason: 1£ thou do, thou wilt
be beguiled. 4. \Vhntan honourable thing is it to be fishers of
men! How great all honour shouldst thou esteem it, to be a
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catcher of souls! We are workers together with God, says the
Apostle. If God has ever so honounxl thee,
that thou
knewest it, that thou mightest bless His holy name, that ever
made such a poor fool as thee to be a co-worker with Him. God
has owned thee to do good to those who were before caught: 0
my soul, bless thou the Lord. Lord, what am I, or what is my
father's house, that thou hast brought me to this! 5. Then seest
thou not here what is the reason thou toilest so long, and catchest
nothing' The power comes not. Men are like Samuel, who,
when God was calling him, thought it had beenEli. So when
thou speakest many times, they do not discern God's voice, hut
thine; and theref~re the Word goes out as it comes in. 6.. Then,
my soul, despair not of the conversion of any, be they ever so
profligate. For it is the power of the Spirit that drives any
person into the net; and this cannot be resisted. Mockers of
religion, yea blasphemers, may he brought into the net; and
many times the wind of God's Spirit in the Word lays the tall
cedars in sin down upon the ground, when they that seem to be
as low shrubs in respect of them, stand fast upon their root.
Publicans and harlots shall enter into the kingdom of heaven
before self-righteous Pharisees. 7. 'What thinkest thou,
my
soul, of that doctrine that lays aside this power of the Spirit,
and makes moral suasion all that is requisite to the fishing of
men 7 That doctrine'is hateful to thee. My soul loathes it, as
attributing too much to the preacher, and too much to corrupt
nature, in taking away its natural impotency to good, and as
against the work of God's Spirit, contrary to experience; and
is to me a sign of the rottenness of the heart that embraces it.
A.las! that it should be owned by any among us, where so much
of the Spirit's power has heen felt.
n. But why are unconverted men compared to fish in the
water' Among other reasons they are so. 1. Because, as the
water is the natural element of fish, so sin is the proper and
natural element of an unconverted soul. Take the fish .out of
the water, it cannot live; and take from a natural man his idols,
he is ready to say with Micah, Ye have taken away my gods,
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and whJat have I more' The young man in the gospel could not
be persuaded to seek after treasure in heaven, and lay by the
world. It is in sin that the only delight of natural men is; but
in holiness they have no more delight than a fish upon the earth.
Oh, the woful case of a natural man! Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, that when that was thy element as well as that of others,
yet Christ took thee in his net, held thee, and would not let thee
go, and put another principle in thee, so that now it is difficult
for thee to wade, far more to swim in these waters. 2. The fish
in a sunny day are seen to play themselves in the water. So
the unregenerate, whatever grief they may seem to have upon
their spi~'its, when a storm arises either without, by outward
troubles, or within lly conscIence-gnawing convictions, yet when
these are over, and they are in a prosperous state, they play
themselves in the- way of sin, and take their pleasure in it, not
I'ollsidering what it Illay cost them at the last. Oh! how does
prosperity in the wor14 ruin many a soul! The prosperity of
fools shall destroy them. And, 0 how destTIlctive would prosperity have been to thee, my soul, if God had given it to thee
many times when thou wouldst have had it! Bless the Lord,
that ever he was pleased to cross thee in a sinful course! 3. As
the fish greedily look after and snatch at the bait, not minding
the hook, even so natural men i1rink in sin greedily, as the ox
drinketh in the water. They look on sin as a sweet morsel;
and it is to them sweet in the mouth though bitter in the belly.
They play with it, as the fish with the bait; but, oh, alas! when
they take the serpent in their bosom, they mind not the sting,
Prov. ix. 17, 18. The devil knows well how to dress his hooks;
but, alas! men know not by nature how to discern them. Pity,
then, 0 my soul, the wicked of the world, whom thou seest
greedily satisfying their lusts.
Alas! they are pOOl' blinded
souls; they see the bait, but not the hook; and therefore it is
that they are even seeTI' as it were dancing !tbout the mouth of
the pit; therefore TIlsh they on to sin as a horse to the battle,
not knowing the bazard. 0, pity the poor drunkard, the swearer,
the unclean person, &c. that is wallowing in his sin. Bless thou
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the Lord also, 0 my soul, that when thou wast playing with the
bait, a:nd as little minding the hook as others, God opened thine
eyes and let thee see thy madness and danger, that thou mightest
flee from it. And; 0 be now careful that thou snatch at none
of th6 devils baits, lest he· catch thee with his ho~k; for though
thou mayest he restored again by grace, yet it Shall not be without a wound; as the fish sometimes slip the hook,but go away
wounded; which wound may be sad ·to thee, and long a-healing;
-.and this thou hast experienced. 4. As fish in water love deep
places and welis, and are most frequently found there, so 'wicked
men have a, great love to earna.) security, and have no will to
strive against the stream.
Fish love deep places best, where
there is least noise. 0, how careful are natural men to keep all
quiet, that there may be nothing to disturb them in their rest
in sin! they love to be secure, which is their destruction. 0 my
soul, beware of carnal security, of heing secure, though plunged
over hell,d and ears in sin, 5. As fish are altogether unprofitabl()
as long as they are in the water, so are wicked men in their
natural estate-they can do nothing that is .really good; they
are unprofitable to themselves, and unprofitable to others, Rom.
iii. 12. How far must they then be mistaken, who think the
wicked of the world the most useful in the place where th~y live!
They may indeed be useful for carrying on designs for Satan's
interest, or their own vainglory; but really to layout themselves
for God, they cannot.

Ill. Ministers are fishers by office; they are catchers of the
souls of men, sent "to open the eyes of the blind, and to turn
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God," Acts xxvi. 18. Preachers of the gospel are fishers; and
their work, and that of fishers, agree in several things·. 1. The
design and work of fishers is to catch fish. This is the work
that preachers of the gospeI have taken in hand, even to endeavour to bring souls to Christ. .Their design in their work should
be the same. Tell me, 0 my soul, what is thy design in
preaching~ for what end- dost thou lay the net in the water~ is
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it to shew thy gifts, and to gain the applause of men? Oh! no.
Lord, thou knowest my gifts are very small; and had I not SOmf!
other thing than them to lean to, I had never gone to a pulpit.
I confess, that, for as small. as they are, the dovil and my corruptions do sometimes present them to me in a magnifying glass,
and so would blow me up with wind. But, Lord, thou knowest
it is my work to repel these motions. (But of this sce afterwards). 2. Their work is hard work; they are exposed to much
cold in the water. So is the minister's work. 3. A storm that
will affright others, they will venture on, that they may not lose
their fish So should preachers of the gospel do. 4. Fishers
catch fuh with a net. So preachers have a net to eatch souls
with. This is the everlasting gospel, the word of peace and
reconciliation, wherewith sinners are caught. It is compared to
a net wherewith fishers catch fish.
(1.) Because it is spread out, ready to catch all that will come
into it; 1sa. Iv. 1, "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye· to the
waters; and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea,
come, buy wine and milk, without money and without price."
God excludes none from the benefits of the gospel, that will not
exclude themselves; it is free to all. (2.) Because, as fish are
taken unexpectedly by the net, so are sinnCl'S by the gospel.
Zaccheus was little thinking on salvation from Christ, when he
went up to the tree, Paul was not thinking on a sweet meeting
with Christ, whom he persecuted, when he was going, post-haste,
on the devil's errand; but the man is caught unexpectedly. Little
wast thou thinking, 0 my soul, on Christ, heaven, or thyself,
when thou went to the Newton of Whitsome," to hear a preaching,
"Whit80me is a parish in the presbytery of Chirnside, at a place in
which, called Newton, Rev. Henry Erskine, who in August, 1662,
had been ejected from Cornhill, in Northumberland, began to exercise
his ministry in a meeting-house, upon the coming out of King .lames's
toleration, in 1687, and where he continued till the Revolution, when
he was· settled at Chirnside. It was pmbably in the year 1687, that.
Mr. Boston, then a boy only t.en years of age, went from Dunse,
where his parents lived to hear Mr. Erskine, by whose ministry he
was converted. He speaks of this worthy minist.er as his spirit.ual
fat.her, afterwards, in this Soliloquy. This Mr. Erskine was fatherof Eben€'Zer and Ralph Erskine, whose praise is in all the churches.
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w,hen Christ first dealt with thee; there thou got an une~pected
cast. (3.) As fish sometimes come near and touch the nft, and
yet draw back, so many souls are somewhat affected at the
llearillg of the gospel, and yet remain in the gall of bitterness,
and the bond of iniquity. So Herod hear,d John the Baptist
gladly; but yet the poor man was not caught. Wonder not then,
o my soul, that thou seest some affected in the time of preaching,
and yet when they are away again, all is worn off. (4.) Some
fish that have not been taken fast hold enough by the net, struggle
and get out again. So some souls have their convictions, and
may seem to be caught; but yet, alas! they stifle all ,,their convictions, stay in the place of the breaking forth; their goodness
is like the morning eloud, and as the early dew, that soon passeth
away. Wherefore, 0 my soul, if ever thou be taken up with
exercised consciences, have a care that thou do not apply the cure
before the wound be deep enough. Take all means to understand
whether the souls be content to take Christ on His own terms or
not. Alas! many this way, by having the wound scurfed over,
are rather killed than cured. (5.) All that are taken in the net
do make some struggle to get free. Even so every one whom the
Lord deals with by His Word and Spirit, make some kind of
resistance, before they are thoroughly caught. And this thou
also Imowest, 0 my soul, how thou wouldest have been content
to have been out of the net. Oh, the wickedness of the heart
of man by nature! opposite is it, and an enemy to all that may
be for its eternal welfare. There is, indeed, a power in our
will to resist, yea, and such a power as cannot but be exercised
by the will of man, which can do nothing but resist, till the overcoming power of God, come and make the unwilling heart willing,
Phi!. ii. 13.
(Q.) Yet this struggling will not do with those
which the net has fast enough. So neither will the resistance do
that is made by an elect soul, whom God intends to catch; John,
vi. 37, All that the Father hath given me, shall come to me.
Indeed, God does not convert men to himself against their will;
He does not force the soul to receive Christ; but He conquers
the will, and it becomes obedient. He that was unwilling before,
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is then willing. 0 the power of grace! When God speaks, then
men shall hear; then is it that the dead hear the voice of the
Son of Man, and they that hear do live. (7.) In a net are many
meshes in which the fi;;h are caught. Such are the invitations
made to sinners in the gospel, the sweet promises made to them
that will come to Christ; these are the meshes wherewith the
soul is catched. This then is gospel-preaching, thus to spread
out the net of the gospel, wherein are so many mesh~s of various
invitations and promises, to which if the fish do come, they are
(~aught. Bet yet, (8.) Lest the net bfl lifted up with the water,
and so not fit for taking of fish, and the fish slight it, and pass
under it; there are some pieces of lead put to it, to hold it right
in the water, that it may be before them as they come. So lest
invitations and promises of the gospel be slighted, there must
be used some legal terrors and law-threatenings to drive the fish
into the net. Thou seest then, that both law and gospel are to
be preaehed; the law as a pendicle of the gospel-net, which makes
it effectual; the law being a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ.
(9.) The meshes must not be over-wide, lest the fish run through.
So neither must thy doctrine be general, without particular
application, lest thou be no fisher of men. Indeed, men may be
t.he better pleased, when thou preachest doctrIne so as wicked
men may run out-through and in-through it, than when thou
makest it so as to take hold of them; but be not a servant of
men. (10.) Neither must they be too neat and fine, and curiously
wrought, lest they ·hold ant th€' fish. So have a care, 0 my soul,
of striving to make by wit any fine and curious discourse, which
thy hearers cannot understand. Of this more afterwards.
5. Fishers observe in what places they should cast their nets,
and where they may expect fish. So do thou, 0 my soul, observe
where thou mayest catch souls. There are two pools wherein tlw
net should be set. (1.) In the public assemblies of the Lord's
people. There it was that Lydia's heart was opened. The pool
of ordinances sometimes is made healing water to souls pining
away in thril' iniquity. (2.) In privat.e conference. Many times
Some
the Lord is pleased to bless this for the good of souls.
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have found it so. But morc of these things afterwards, when I
C''()nJP to followil.)g" of Christ.
6. Lastly, Fishers may toiL long',
and yet catch nothing; but they do not therefore lay aside their
work. So many preachers preach long, and yet not catch any
soul, Isa. xlix. 4, and liii. 1; but they arc not to give over for
all that. 0 my soul, here thou art checked for thy behaviour at
SOllle times under the absenc~e of Christ from ordinances, when
thou hast been ready to wish thou hadst never taken it in hand.
This was my sin: the good Lord pardon it.
It becomes me
better to lie low under God's hand, and to inquire into the
('Huses of His withdrawing His preselwe from me and from
ordinances, and yet to hold on in duty till He be pleased to lay
me hy.
Have a care of that, 0 my soul, and let not such
thonghts and wishes possess thee again. Forget not how God
made thee to read, this thy sin in thy punishment: Hold on, 0
my soul, and give not way to these discouragements.
Thou
knowest not but Christ may come ~nd teach thee to let down
the net at the right side of the ship, and thou mayest yet be a
fisher of men. Trust God thou shalt yet praise Him for the
help of His countenance, as thou hast done, and perhaps for
some souls that thou mayest be yet honoured to catch.
And thus I have briefly considered these things.
But the
main question that I would have resolvoo is-How I may come
by this art ~ 'Vhat way I shall take to be a fisher of men 'I How
I may order and set the net, that it may bring in souls to God '!
This the great Master of Assemblies sets down in the first part
of the verse. 'Vhence, Observe, 2, 0 my soul, That the 'Way f01'
me to a fisher of me1~ is to follow Ch'rist. What it is to follow
thee, 0 Lord, show me; and, Lord, help me do it.

THE CIIIUSTIAN ,SABBATH.

It is not too much to say that the prosperity or decay of
Englis!h Christianity depends on tIle maintenance of the Christian
Swbbath.-The late Bishop J. C. Ryle.·

Calvin etnd Servetns.
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Calvin and Servetus.
THERE are two distinct charges brought against Calvin in
connection with Servetus, onc being that it was Calvin
that stirred up the Inquisition at Lyons to arrest him, by telling
that Court where he was Jiving, and so leading to his imprisonment and condemnation to death.
The other is that when
Servetus, fleeing from the power of Rome at 'liennc, songht
refuge in Geneva, Calvin stirre.d np the Magistrates there to
secure his person, thus leading on to his condemnation and execution. Let us take these charges in their order. Calvin, it is
said, informed the Inquisition at Lyons, as to the residence and
assumed name of Servetus, and thus betrayed into their hands a
man-religious and God-fearing according to his light-who was
a talented physician and who was living far away from Geneva.
The charge is a gross misrepresentation of tbe facts.
Servetus calling himself "Reformed," had been living for a
number of years under the name of 'lillanova, in the house of
the Archbishop of Vienne, as his private physician, and where
lie professed to be a Roman Catholic. While there, he wrote the
book Christianismi Restitutio, and in 1546 or 1567, sent a manuscript copy of the same to Calvin. Calvin thus came to know
where he was, and the name he had assumed. Living at Geneva
at that time was a French refugee named De Trie, with whom
Calvin was very intimate. De Trie's friends sought to bring
him back to Rome, and remonstrated with him for living in a
eity so immoral, they said, as Geneva, and assoeiating with men
of such bad private characters as were the members of the
Reformed community. De Trie replied, that the morality of the
Reformed was worthy of all commendation, and that it did not
become them to speak in that manne!' of other people, when they
allowed a man to be living in the Archbishop's house, who laughed
to scorn many of the doctrines of their Church. His friends at
once challenged the statement, and insisted on knowing whom he
meant. De Trie had received the information some time before
from Calvin, in the course of casual conversation, and now found
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himself ill a difficulty. He must either make good hi~ language,
or withdn1w his words and stand convicted of bearing falsp
witness. He applied to Cal vin for counsol and assistallcr. For
some time Calvin refused to allow De Tric to sec the manuscript.
whi(~.h was in the handwriting of Servetus, but after somc
llcsitation did so; when Dc Trie informed his friends that it was
to Scrvetus lie referred, who was living' in the housc of the Arl'hbishop. De Trie's friend" lost no time in making the fact known
to the Inquisition, which thell pl'Oc'cedecl to arrest Servetus, who
was subsequently tried at LYOll" aml condemncd to death.
Hd'ore the scntelw(' ('onl,a be enl'riecl out, however, Ill; escaped
from prison wl](,11, in the absence of the real man, he was burnt
in effigy in the comt yard of tllC' Archbishop\; palace. Having'
escaped from Vienlle, SP1'vetns turned his steps to Geneva, the
last place in the world he should have gone to.
Now, wherein was Calvin to blame in all this? That lw had
no ~()mmuni·('.ation with the Inquisition may bl; taken for granted.
Calvin Jlad not lwen exerting him~elf to discover the residelH'e
of Scrvdus. He was content to leave him alonc,so long as he did
not come to Gl'neva. Nor was this knowledge a recent a,equisitioll.
He had knowll it for a number of yeaTs, hut remained silent.,
until in the familiarity of friendship he mentioned it to Dc Trie.
Dc rrrie resenting the accusations- of his relations against tlle
Reformed, thought to turn the tables on them, and in doing so,
led to the arrest of Servetus by the Inquisition, with his s1111srquent escape and unhappy arrival at. Geneva.
The do('nmC'l1tary evidence supporting the statements now given lln' to
he found in the Eighth volume of Calvin's works and Correspondence, (p. 728), while not a scrllp of paper is known to exist
to snpport the accusation thatCalvin had infornlPd De Trio abont
Sprvetus, fm' the purpose of having him arrested by the Inquisition. It was the correspondence between Do Trie and his friends,
together with Calvin's loyalty to the reputation of the Reformed
for speaking the truth, thflt led to the discovery by the Infiuisitioll.
Calvin was lllso charg'cd with having violated all the laws of
humanity in sdting the GeneVfll1 Magistrat.cs to work in tlw
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arresting of Servetus, professedly a refugee for his religious
opinions, and in forcing these Magistrates to put him to death
because of them. In reply we say: Let it be remembered that
in 1550, heresy ~was a crime punishable throughout Europe with
death-as with the Jews under the Law, idolatry was punishable
with death. That it should have had such a law at that period,
was no distinction for Geneva. From 1553 to 1558, the fires of
persecution flamed in England and hundreds of men and women
were burnt to death during that brief interval as "heretics"that is, for holding religious opinions and beliefs that differed
from those of the Established Church. A similar course prevailed in Spain, in France, and in many other countries. In
Switzerland on the other hand, "Publie Discussions" on the subjeet of religion were encouraged, for the better ascertaining of
what opinions :;bould be regarded as true. But even here the
sword of judgment hung over the arena. He that sought to
refute the heresy of an opponent did SO at the risk of his life,
if Iw failed; while if, in the judgment of the judges, he was
sUC<lessful, the opponent paid the penalty with his life. Under
these eircumstances, religious controversy was no child's play,
and every man knew the risk he ran. Previous to his fatal visit
to Geneva, Servetus had sought to induce Calvin to enter the
controversial lists with him; but Calvin had refrained from doing
so, either beeause he wa~ unwilling to expose Servetus to the
condemnation for his opinions which was inevitable, or because
he thought him unworthy of refutation, and the fact remain"
he did nothing. He did not notice the challenge which Servetus
sent him, when in 1546, he received from him, as we have mentioned, a copy of his book, though he retained in his possession
what Servetus, who had tried to get it back, admitted to H
friend, "would one day be the death of him." Nor was he in
error when he so spoke, for on the da~ on which Calvin acknowledged to Servetus the receipt of the book, he wrote to Farel
saying, that if Servetus ever came to Geneva, and Calvin's
authority remained, he should never leave it alive, and Sen;etus
knew this.
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Sorvetus knew that thi" was Calvin's determination, canying
out the universal conclusion of the times as to heresy and.
hereties; yet it was to Geneva that Servetus went, as if courting
cIeatl!. Thero wns 110 eonoenlmont about his movements. He
arrived there on a Sabbath morning and wont openly into the
Church in whidJ Calvin was prenching, as if he helieved that
hl' hncl so many friends in Geneva, that he ('(Juld set Calvin and
his supporters at defiaJH'l'. For a man who aetl.'d in s\ll'1I a
manner lIot to have booll lll'l'l~i;ted., would have been n louch
stranger thing; than Ulnl; he should have been arrosted, and. at
onee put into prison. That he was Heeing fl'OJll the Inquisition
of Rome llad nothing' to cia with his past writings. Ho was
al'l'e.~ted not as a religious refugee, hut a" tllP writer of books
daringly Hnd intolerably blasphemous. He might have gone elsewllCre, 01' even in G('n(~vn ('ould haV(~ hidlll.'n Ijim"df till Illl cOllld
quietly escape. But, knowing of Calvin's antagonism, knowing
Calvin's strength in tlwt. city, knowing what Calvin had a.ln,ady
saill ,lilt'! thl'cntened ahout himself, into that (·ity he \Vpnt in
hroad aay-light, and t.JH']'(' making himself visihle to all, mshed
--01\0 might say, wilfully-into the very jaws of aeHth.
But Calvin, it is said, did nothing to save him from the punishment of death, on a('eount of a few opinion" he held.
His
private life was not stained with such eonlli.1<'t as might be soen
ill others; but simply for opini()1'I,~!-What intolerable, diaholieal
(·.melty!
Certainly not.
The 1.00mb-at hptween himself and
Servetus was "unto the death." Calvill regarded himself as
sct fo1' the c1efC'I1<"C of th(' t.l'I1th of God, and believed that whoS(leVer 0P.l'0iied that truth should die. Perversion or denial of
the trutll WHS in his judgmellt a (>rime against humanity, so that
the glory of God demanded that the evil dopr should he punished
in accordanee with the greatness of his crime. So fal' from
denying having had any share in this trial, Calvin ever allmitted
that it was on his appeal, that the Magistrates had taken action.
and sei7,cd the person of Servetus. During the trial, he appeared
as a witness against him, testifying to the nature of his
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erroneous beliefs, and always said that it would have been dishonourable for him to have done otherwise. Only when the
Magistrates condemned Servetus to be burnt did he iriterfere,
and then simply to the extent of asking, that the punishment
might rather be beheading than burning, but failed to obtain
their consent. So far indeed was he from repenting or regretting
what he had done, that during the following year, he published
a little work entitled: "Declaration to uphold the true faith of
all persons in the Trinity of Persons in the One God-head, in
opposition to the detestable errors of Michael Servetus, Spaniard.
In which it is also shown that it is lawful to punish heretics,
and that it is of right, that that deceiver has been executed by
law in the city of Geneva."
During the trial, the Genevan Council, unwilling to appear
harsh, asked the advice of the Authorities in the Cantons of
Berne, Basle, Schaffhausen, and Zurich. An these supported
the aetion of Geneva, so that no fewer than five Swiss Cantons
agreed in the punishing of heresy with death, thus sharing with
Calvin the responsibility for the tragedy. These Cantons and
their Churches had inherited this doctrinal position from Rome,
where it is still regarded as morally right and a Christian duty,
while now it is rejected by all the Reformed Churches of the
world. Is it needful for Calvinists to be for ever defending
Calvin for actions of which he was not ashamed ~ All that can
be required of us is simply, to set forth a correct statement of
the facts, taking care "not to extenuate or set down aught in
malice," and then to leave to successive generations to pass what
judgment they please upon them. We are no more called on
as Christian men, to make ourselves responsible for every thing
'Calvin said or wrote, than were the Jews to do so for every
thing Abraham, David, Solomon, or others of the Old Testament
worthies may have said or done. When the enemies of Calvin
concentrate all their efforts to destroy his moral and religious
influence by this one incident in his life, they bear high testimony
to his general excellenee and uprightness, entitling us to say
to his accusers, "Be ye followers of him as he was of
Christ."-Pl'esbyte·l'ian Re,qiste1·.
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The Hirtden Treasure.
THFJRE died recently, in the great city of Lyons, a poor
widow, who had been so fortunate as to become posses::;ed
of a gTeat treasure in her old age. Her parents were very poor,
and her husband had nothing but his industry to dnpend on; as
long, however, as he was able to work, they honestly gained their
daily bread, though they were never able to put anything hy
for a ra.iny day. But \Vllen the old man died, leaving his poor
widow childless and infirm, want entered her (1P.~olate dwelling
as an armed man. She ::;old everything but what wa'l indispensable, and removed to a miserable garret, to spend the remainder
of her days.
She was not entirely without some feeling of
dependence upon the God of tlH' fatherless and the widow; but
she was a poor Romanist, and knew much more about saints and
guardian angels than of .Jeslls Christ and what He ha::; done
for us.
Onc day, as she Wl).'" sitting Hlone in her comfortless halfempty room, it struck her that there was a singular outline 011
the beams of the wall. The walls had been whitewashed; hilt
she thought it looked a.s if there had been a square opening in
onc of them, which had been carefully closed with a kind or
door. She examined it more closely, and the thought occlUTed
to her, "Perhaps there is some heasure hidden there," for she
remembered as a child, the fearful days of the Revolution, when
no property was safe from the men of "liberty and equality."
Perhaps some rich man had contealed his treasure there for their
rapacity, who had himself fallen a victim to the Revolution before
lie had time to remove it. And perhaps ono of the saints, to
whom she daily prayed, had preserved it there for her, to
sweeten the evening of her days. She tapped it with her finger,
and the boards returned a hollow sound. With beating heart
she tried to remove the square door, and soon succeeded without
much difficulty; but alas! instead of the gold and silver she
hoped to see, she beheld a damp, diTty, mouldy old hook; In
her disap.poilliment, shc was ready to fix in the boards again,
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and leave the book to mould and crumble away; but a secret
impulse induced her to take it out, and see if there were any
bank-notes or valuable papers in it; but no, it was nothing but
a book, a mouldy book!
When she had recovered from her vexation, she began to
wonder what book it could be that someone had, hidden away so
carefully. It must surely be something extraordinary. So she
wiped it clean, and set herself to. read. Her eyes fell upon the
words, " Therefore, say I unto you, take no thought for your life,.
what ye shall eat and what ye shall drink, nor yet for your body,
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat and the body
than raiment ¥ Behold the fowls of the .air; they sow not, neither do
they reap, nor gather into barns, yet your heavenly father feeds
them.
Are ye not much bett~r than they ¥"
And the words
which she read appeared to her so sweet and precious, that she
read on and on during the whoie day, and far into the night,
almost forgetting to eat or sleep. The next morning she sat
down again to the damp old book, the words of which made an
ever-deepening imp;ession on her soul. She began to see that
she had indeed found a treasure, and an invaluable one. Her
little chamber no longer looked SO desolate; her food which had
so often seemed to her as the bread of tears, now appeared to
her more like bread from heaven; and her solitude was relieved
by the presence of the great King, from whose book of gracious
words streams of blessedness flowed.
She had the book cleaned and bound, and it was to her as
meat and drink, by day and by night, until she was' permitted
to close her eyes and enter into the joy of her Lord.
She
related this history, in the latter days of her pilgrimage, to a
beloved pastor i~ Lyons, in whose hands the blessed book is now.
It is Amelotte'sedition of the New Testament, of the time of
the Huguenot persecution.-Christian Treasnry, 1860.

God wills many changes but He never changes His will.
-Matthew Henry.
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Affl~ction

the Common Lot of the Saints.

W HEN I consider the conduct of Providence towards all His
saints, I should rather be astonished that I am permitted
to pass through the world not more chastised, than take it amiss

that I am Clhastened every morning. And surely, were I free
from afflictions, whereof all are partakers, I might infer, that I
were a ·bastard, and not a son. W:hatever be my affliction, the
wisdom of Him that sends it should make me embrace and bear
it without a grudge. Though it springs not out of the dust, nor
comes at random, yet man is born to trouble as the sparks fly
upward; and even some of His favourite ones have, for wise
ends, had the severest afflictions. The wisdom of God, however,
in afflicting His people, is folly to the world, who would compute
love and hatred by common providences; and, therefore, they cry
out, as the ignorant Jews of old to the Captain of our salvation,
who Himself was made perfect through suffering, "Let Him
deliver them, if He delighteth in them."
Again, as the infinite goodness of God shines in sending
afflictions, though the scales on mine eyes hinder me from seeing
all their 'beauty, insomuch that I often wonder why it fares 6<J
a.nd so with me, and would fain essay to swallow up all in submission and faith, believing the veracity of the promise, that all
things shall work together for good to them t.hat are the called
and chosen of God: I say, as His goodness appears in sending
them, so the divine wisdom is conspicuous in their variety.
Abraham, the friend of God, had a trial which would have
startled the whole world of believers. haac and J acob, heirs of
the same promise; Moses the man, and Aaron, the saint of God;
Joshua and the Judges; Job, David, and his royal line; Samuel
aud the Prophets; yea, the Lamb and His Apostles, had afflictions
of every kind, in substance and estate, in relations and connections,
in name and character, in soul and body. Now, such has been
the conduct of God these five thousand years with His
Church and people; and had not this government of His house
been both for His own glory, and the good of His people, such
a wise Father, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is
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named, would by this time have changed the manner of His
procedure towards His own. But, who can doubt the wisdom
and goodness of His conduct, who considers, that through this
discipline many thousands have gone to glory, and are this day
happy in their joyful harvest from their weeping seed-time~
How happy is it for me that the WOI'M often gives me the
slip, that I may forsake the world, and look more out for the
better country: :-That men often prove false to me, that I
may rely only on the God of trnth :-That wants beset me on
every side, that I by faith may set myself down at the gate of
Heaven, and, in the promise, and in His fulness, find a ricll
supply:-That death now and then cuts off a relation, that I
may more remember mine own end, the immortal world, and
Him who is the resurrection and the life. Aff,liction renders the
creature tasteles~, the world ,barren, and dispels the intoxicating
juice of carnal pleasures and sensual delights. It breaks the
sleep of secUl'ity, and awakes and rouses up to duties. Even the
saints themselves are more frequE'nt and fervent in their devotions
under the rod of affliction; and many in trouble visit the throne
of grace and pour out a prayer, when His chastening :hand is
upon them, who before were utter strangers both to the place and
theemployment. I verily believe the whOle church of the first··
horn are children of the cross, and have drunk of the cup of
affliction,sweetened by Christ's drinking so largely of it. Now,
would I go another way to Heaven than the redeemed have trod
in '1 Would I walk Zion-wards out of the King's high-way, out
of the covenaut~ However much in the dark I may be about
particular providences, and singular afflictions, till all things are
clealled up above, yet, in general, I shall welcome whatever may
loose me from this world, and bring me nearer God.-Solituile
Sweetened M' Miscellaneous Meditations.

I am tried about the beginning, middle and end of my religion.
Tried about sin in myself and tried about siri in others.William Tiptaft.
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Cases of Conscience.

I N cases of conscience Dr. Duncan's advice was most valuable;
and he could be very freely consulted, for he ent.ered int.o
the inquirer's position with singular quickness of apprehension.
He had' the tender unsophisticated conscience that is the best
casuistry. Once, when the case was put whether one who had
wronged another was bound not only to make restitution, but also
to eonfess to the injured person, he said promptly, " He must confess. The mind is so constituted that without confession it
cannot be at peace. It may in certain cases be right. t.o withhold
eonfession, wheli t.he interests of others are at. stake, never when
our own only is concerned. A man is not in a right. stat.e unless
he is willing, at any, hazaI1d to himself, t.o confess t.he wrong.
He can never be fully assured of his willingness to confess till
he has made confession. Hence till the wrong has been confessed
settled peace of mind is impossible:"-Dr. Moody Stuart's
Recollections of Dr. Du.ncaln (pp. 107. 8).

King

James

VI. and Patrick Simson.

THREE hundred years ago there were men in Scotland who
weTe courageous enough to speak their minds t.o kings.
Among these was t.he Rev. Patrick Simson. On Tuesday, 8th
February, 1572, Edinburgh was thrown into great exeitement and
sorrow, t.hrough the news that the Earl of Moray had been done
to death by the Earl of Huntly, who went out from the company
King J ames and set fire to Donibri8tle House. On coming :forth
from t.he burning house Moray was killed. The King' went forth
hunting that morning as if nothing had happened and saw the
fire, which had not yet died out.
Aware of being suspected of having been privy to the deed, he
sent for some of the ministeTs, and asked them to " cleare his part
before the people." They replied, if he was innocent, he should
.arrest Huntly and try him for murder. A few days after the
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murder, Mr. Patrick Simson preached before the King at Stirling.
He took for his text: "The Lord said to Cain, where is Abel
thy brother" (Gen. iv. 9).
In the course of his sermon he
turned to the King and bluntly addressed him with the words":Sir, I assure you, in God's name, the Lord will ask you, 'Where
is the Earl of Moray, thy brother~'" The King was startled
and in his excitement said: "Mr. Patrick, my chalmer [chamber]
door was never steiked [closed] upon you; ye might have told
me anything ye thought in secret." Simson replied: "Sir, the
scandal is public." After the service was over the King sent for
him. He went up to the Castle with his Bible in his" ockster "
saying that the Book would speak for him. What happened at
the Castle is not recorded, but the fact that Simson preached
six years after this before the King again shows that his outspokenness did not interfere with his influence over his King.

The late Miss MacConnachie, Oban.

T HIS worthy woman departed this life at the age of 91 years.
I am asked to write a few lines eoneerning her, but in one
way I knew, and could know, very little of her owing to her
deafness. One could only ask her some questions as to her
health and endeavour to engage in prayer and read the VYord
with her. I understand that she latterly became partiaJ.ly blind.
She was a member of the Free Church Congregation in Oban
before 1893, and at that crisis, when the Constitution of the Old
Free Chureh was altered by the passing of the rationalistic
Deelaratory Ad of 1892, she followed elders and others who
stayed not in all the plain, but fled for their lives. She proved
a consistent, GOld-fearing member of our congregation in Oban
until the end. She was almost deaf' when we met her first and
that affliction gradually got worse. While regretting that we
can tell little of her experience, we willingly write this line
regarding her. "Surely I know that it shall be well with them
that fear God, whieh fear before Him."-D. A. Ma cF.
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Literary Notices.
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l<'OUR CHAlNED BOOKS: being the Story of the Four Books
ordered to be set up in the Parish Churches of England by
Henry J. Cowell. London: Protestant Truth Society, 31
Cannon Street, E.CA. Price 6d.
This pamphlet contains a great deal of interesting information.
THE FAME OF JESUS: A Sermon by the late Joseph Irons.
London: C. J. F'arncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30 Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Cir<,lus, E.C.4. Price 3d.; Post free 3H.
This is a fine sermon on a noble theme by that eminent prfl3cher,
the late Rev. Joseph Irons. Mr. Irons has treated the sub~ect
in !in impressive way.
THROUGH BACA'S VALE OR, DAILY WORDS FOR ZlON'S WAYFARERS:
Selected from the Works of J. C. Philpot, by his Daughters.
Oxford: J. C. Pembrey, 164 Walton Street. Price 6s.
Mr. J. C. Philpot's writings need no introduction from us.
In this excellently printed volume his daughters have done their
work well and the extracts judiciously culled from his sermons
will be very helpful to Zion's Wayfarers. Those who have read
the former volume of selections will find similar fare in this one.
Mr. Philpot wa.s a faithful servant in His Master's house in
dividing the good from the vile and this characteristic runs
throughout this volume and will be warmly appreciated in these
days of laxity in dubious doctrine and no less dubious emotional
experimental preaching. We like the clear ring of the teaching
in this book and wc are sure it will be highly appreciated by
the most discerning of our readers.

Church Notes.
Communions.-September-First Sabbath, Ullapool and
Breasclete; second, Strathy; third, Tarbert (Harris), and Stoer.
October-First Sabbath, North Tolsta; second, Ness and Gairloch; fourth, Lochinver, Greenock; fifth, Wick.
November-
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First Sabbath, Oban; second, Glasgow; third, Edinburgh and
Dornocll. South African Missiol1-1'he following are the dates
of the Communion:; :---Last Sabath oJ' March, June, September,
and December. N ote.---N otice of any addition;; to, or alterations
of, the above dates of Communion shonld be sent to the Editor.

Church Collections.-Organisation Pm/d to be taken up in
June; Oollege Fl/ind in Augnst; Gene'ral B,ttildvug FWlld in
Se.ptember; H ollle Mission Fund (first colledion) in October;
Foreign Mission F'tUlCl (bll book) in December; Aged and inf-i1'm
~lin'ister8) Fuud in February (19:39); Home Mission F1md
(;;lKlOlld ~)lleetion, by book) in May (1939).
Standing Church Committees.-Chttrch interest Committee; Moderator, Clerk of Synod, Clerks of thE! four Presbyteries. Religiocu and Morals Committee; Revs. D. A.
Macfarlane (Convener), D. M. Ma,cdonald, W. Grant, J.
Colquhoun, AlIgus Mackay. Finance Committee: 'Revs. D. J.
Ml1thesou (Conveller), N. 1facintyre, W. Grant, M. Gillies, Arch.
Hel1.ton, lllld repl'esentative elders of Inverness, Dingwall and
Gairlo0h. Mr. John Grant, treasurer, to be lISsociated with the
Comtnittl'('. Jewish and FOI'eig'/1, Mission Uumrn.!:ttee: Revs. N.
Macint.vrc (Convener), Jas. Mneleod, .J. P. MacQueen, D. Beaton,
Jas. A. Tallach, with representative elders of Edinburgh,
Greenock, Glasgow, London, Ohan, and Kames. Trailning of
the 1I1ini8try; Revs. W. Grant (Convener), F. Macleod, D. J.
MatIIPso]1. General Tru.stees: Clerk of Synod, Clerks of the
four Prcsbyteries, with Rev. N. 1vlacintyre in addition, as
Convc!)('r. Sabbath Observance Committee; Rmis. F. Macleod
(Convener), D. R. l\Jaedonald, .Jas. M'Leod, A. M'Askill, J. A.
Tallach, Arch. Beaton.
Oh1(,1'ch Ma,qazine Cornmittee :Rev.
Donald Beaton (Convener), with Clerks of the four Preshyteries.
Synod's Proceedings Publication.-The Clerk of Synod
l'egTots that owing to eertain circumstances there has been a
clelay in issuing the above publication.-M. Gillies, Clerk of
Synod pl'O tern.
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F. Mackay.
Daviot Church Building Fund.-Mr J. Grant, Inverness, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following :-From Mr A. MacBean,
Tordarroch, Farr, the sum of £3; a donation of it from Mr J.' S.
F., Timaru Strathpeffer, per Mr A. MacPherson and the sum of
£3 15s 5d from Mr Wm. Macqueen, Balloan, Farr, being balance
of funds on hand.
Dornoch Congregational Funds.-Rev. F. MacLeod acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following donations:-Winnipeg Friend,
£2; Friend, Kishorn, £2; G. M., lOs; Friend, Oban, IOs; Miss B.,
Glasgow, £1.
E.dinburgh Manse Purchase Fund.-Mr A. MacAulay, 20
Leamington Terrace, Edinburgh, acknowledges with grateful
thanks a donation of Ss 6d from Anon., In IVIemory of John
"Udrigle," per Rev. N. McInlyre.
Fo·rt WiIliam Church Purchase Fund.-Mr Alex Rankin,
1Iamo're Cottage, ackuowledges with thanks the following donations :-Miss Fairbriclge, Bath, Ellgland, lUs; Miss Rankin,
Edinburgh, lOs; Mr J. A. M acdonald, Drinishac1er, Harris, Ss; Miss
S., Edinburgh, per Rev. K. MacIntyre, £2; Collecting Card, per,
l\Jr Alex. :MacLenllan, Muir-of-Ord, £6 12s; :\Irs Macican, Inverness, £2; Donald Beaton Mackod, Ss; Young Friend, Gairloch, 4~.
Islivig MissiOO1 House Fund.-1lr M. MacLeod, P.O., Islivig,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:J. McL., 4 Mangersta, Ss; J. M. R, Maugersta, lis.
London Congregational Funds.-Hev. J, P. :Vfactjuccn acknowkdges with grateful thanks a donatioll of .ss 6d from A Y()llnp;
Friend.
Tain Co~gregational Funds.-:\fr D. Leitch, Market Street,
Tain, acknowledges with grateful thanks a donation of £1 from
A Friend, pCI' Mr A. Robel'tson, Missionary.
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Carneron-Mackintosh, Isleview, Kirkhill; A. Calder, Tannachy,
Rogart; 11 rs J, Stewart, Bay View, Lochcarron; Mrs F. Mackenzie, J.3 Inverasdalc, Achnashecn; ?\Irs ?I'IacLennan, Fern
Cottage, Alcaig, Conon Bridge; George Ross, Market Street,
Ullapool; Mrs A. :\lackintosh, Lochrosque, Achnasheen; Mrs K.
1facAskill, 15 North Beach, Stornoway; Hugh Morrison, Woodlands, Lairg ;Miss C. Clunas, .3 Southfield Avenue, Potterhill,
Paisley; Lach. Macdonald, Soil as, Lochmaddy; Angus Stewart,
Flashadcler, Skyc; Mrs 1. R Crowe, Beech Hollow, Oatlands,
Weybridgc; John Nicolson, 9 North Tolsta, Stornoway j Mrs
Macdonald, Vancouver; John Mackenzie, Vancouver; Rod.
MacLeod, Vancouver; Mrs Noble, Vancouver; Mrs Keny, Vancouver; :Mrs Ross, Vancouver; Mrs McLean, Vancouver; fl'frs
George lVlackay, Kirtomy; John Mackintosh, 13 EIgoll, Skye; A.
Mackenzie, Durnamuch, Garve; M rs D. MacLeod, 53 Hill Street,
North Tolsta; Mrs D. R. Mclvor, StettIer, Alberta; :Mrs S. K.
Wallaee, 428 Lipton Street, Winnipeg; Don. Macdonald, 58 Railway Cottage, Gorton; Mrs Rose, Errogie Cottage, Stratherrick.
6s 3d Subscriptions for F.P. and Y.P. Magazines.-Miss M. Ross,
Dornie Hotel, Dornie; NI. McRitchie, 11 Ardvoil, Uig; Wm. G.
Swanson, Mossedge, Thurso; A. Mackenzie, Drumchorck, Aultbea;
Angus Munro, Nedd, Drurnbeg; Miss J, Graharn, Auchenfroe,
Cardross; John MacLeod, Underwoocl, Spean Bric1ge; Flora Kerr,
Clashmore, Clllkein; lv[iss A. Gillies, Kinseleyre, Skye j lvII'S D,
McLeod, Strathan, Lochinver; M. H. Wakeley, 37 Beaconsfield
Villas, Brighton; ]. Delves, Firs Cottage, Fitzwilliam Road,
Clapham; Mrs G. D, Levell, 13 Rockbollrne Road, Forrest Hill;
Nurse C. 1. Kelly, Stornoway; Norman Robertsoll, Wellington
Buildings, Dllnoon; Evander Graham, 356 Russell Court, Woburn
Place, W.c.!.; Mrs ]. :\1ackenzie, 2 Campbeltown, Leckmelm
Garve; Mrs A. Forgie, Woodside Cottage, Brownrigg, Slamannan;
Miss B. MacBeath, Upper Toscaig, Applecross; Miss E. C.
Sinclair, 406 London Road, Glasgow; Mrs Byers, Burnbrae,
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Methven, Perthshire; Mrs MacPherson, Duriner, Shieldaig; Miss
NI. McInnes, Clachan, Cairndow; D. MacDougall, 8 Croft ,Ga.rdens,
Rinslip; Samuel Clark, 24 Murray Road, Invergordon; MIss K
Sansul11, 19 Lowndes Square, London; Angus Stewart, Glendessary,
Achnacary; Mrs A. Miller, Amister, Thurso; D, MacLeod, School
House, Elphin; Ronald Larnont, Annishadder, Skye; Thos.
Finlayson, Trantlemore, Forsinard; Ivr rs 1.1. Macdonald, School
House, Dalarossie, Tomatin; A. MacLean, Teafrish, Beauly; Mrs
W. D. Bannerman, Inchape, Rogart; John :'-fcLcod, 1 Balincanach,
Raasay; Miss}. MacGilIivray, School House, Errogie.
'Other Subsc:riptions.-Rev. J. P. 1.1acqueen, London, 155; Mrs
11'1. Matheson, 29 VaItos, Uig, 45 6d; Miss A. Stewart, Bourtree,
Whiting Bay, Arran, 45 6d; J. N. Morrison, Finsbay, Harris, for
self and others, £1 125 6d; Miss A. Mackenzie, Barnfield, Inverasdale, 185 9d; John Clark, Maldy View, UnapooJ, 55; Mrs C.
Murray, ] r., Ben Atho11, Lax<1ale, Stornoway, 55; Mrs M. McLeod,
Ardrisnich, Recharn, 9s 9d; A. Munro, Fecldall, Recharn, Lairg,
105; Colin MacLean, 19 Rose Street, Thurso, 55; Miss C.
Mackenzie, Fernabeg, Shielclaig, 55; Chris. MacLeocl, Pollochan,
Achmelvich, 105; Mrs D. 'Mackay, Hillcrest, Duncan, Canada,
35 lld; Mrs I. Mackenzie, Seabank, Lochinver, 75 6cl; Miss Annie
Livingstone, \Vest End, Lochcarron, 55; Mrs, R. MacLennan,
Rodney, Ontario, 35 lld; K. MacLennan, Nth Aclams, Ivlich.,
U.s.A., 45; Mrs R. Humphrey, Roclney, Ontario, 45; Miss A.
Campbell, P.O., Strath, Gairloch, 75 6d; Angus MacPhee, 620
Ontari,o Street, Toronto, 105; John Fraser, Carnoch, Arclgour, 55;
Murdo Mackenzie, 8 Arclvoil, Uig, 85; Rod. MacLeocl, P.O., Strathkanaircl, Garve, 15s; Mr Nicolson, Vancouver, 65 6cl; 1.1rs Rod.
Macdonalc1, Vancouver, 85; ~vlrs Nilllmo, Vancouver, 12s; F. A,
Mittheson, Vancouver, 65 6cl; Hugh Mackay, Vancouver, 6s 6<1;
Miss Ena Mackcnzie, Elphin, Lairg, 75 6d; Geo, Macdonald Vic\\,hill, Kirkhi11, 75 6d; Mrs Fraser, 151 Sherwood Ave., Toronto, 55; A.
A. MacPherson, 9 Dunlop St., Greenock, 75 6cl; lvliss M. Martin,
Scarista, PS, Leverburgh, 45 6d;. A Fletcher, Chalnlers Street,
Arclrishaig, 25; M. McInnes, Baclcall, Scourie, 55; D, l\f urchison,
128 West Graham Street, Glasgow, 75 ; Miss }. lI.fcLeod, U.F.
Manse, Kincardine, Ardgay, 55; Miss C. Mackenzie, 28 North
Tolsta, Stornoway, 105; M. Gillanders, Applecross, 105 Miss MarO'
Grant, Ardroch, Broadford, 105,
Free DistribuHon.-Miss E, C. Sinclair, 406 LOllc!on Roacl,
Glasgow, 35 9el; Miss 'M, Livingstone, Cove, 3s 9el; :Miss M,
McInnes, Clachan, Cairndow, 35 9d; Donald MacLeod, Upper
Bighouse, Forsinaid, 75; Anon" Leverburgh postmark, 105; Mrs
M. J. Macdougall, 48 Grant Street, Glasgow, 15 3d; Angus
MacPhee, 620 Ontario Street, Toronto, 9s lId; A Vancouver
Friend, per Rev, ]. P. Macqueen, London, £5; Murclo MacRae,
Ardvoe, Lochinver, 35; K. McLean, F.P. Missionary, Achrnore,
4s; Miss J. :Mackenzie, School House, Kildary, 25 3d; Mrs I.
Mackenzie, Seabank, Lochinver, 35 9d; Miss K. San sum, 19
Lowndes Sq., London, 35 9d; John Mackenzie, Vancouver, per
Mr Hugh Mackay, £2; Angus Stewart, Glendessary, Achnacary
35 9d; - - , 4S Lonemore, Gairloch (letter not signed), 55; Miss
C. Nicolson, Garden, Bl1cklyvie; Miss B. MacBeath, Upper Toscaig,
Applecross, 3s 6d.

