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Meeting of Synod. *
FIRST PUBLlC SEDERUNT.

WITHIN the Hall of St. J'ude's Church, Glasgow, on the
18th day of May, 1937, the Synod of the Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland met. Rev. James MacLeod, retiring Moderator preached from 1. Corinth. iv., 1: "Let a man so account
of us as of the ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries
of God. Moreover it is required of stewards tpat a man be
found faithful." There was a large attendance of the public.
Divine worship being ended, the Moderator constituted the Synod.
The Roll was called and there were present-NorthJern
Presbytery :-Revs. E. MacQueen, D. A. MacFarlane, W. Grant,
F. MacLeod, D. J. Matheson, R. R. Sinclair, ministers; w;ith
Messrs. Donald Macrae, Samuel Fraser, Charles Sutherland,
Southern P1·esbytery:-Revs. N. MacIntyre,
ruling elders.
Donald Beaton, James MacLeod, R. Mackenzie, Dr. R.
MacDonald, J. P. MacQueen, ministers; with Messrs. Alex.
Mackay, D. J. Walker, D. MacDonald, Jas. Mackay, AIex.
MacDougall, Dr. J. M. Johnston, M. MacPhee, ruling elders.
Western Presbytery :-Revs. D. N. MacLeod, D. M. MacDonald,
John Colquhoul1, Arch. Beaton, Angus Mackay, ministers; with
Messrs. M. Macaskill, K. Macaskill, J. Campbell, ..,Jas. Fraser,
J. MacLennan, K. MacDonald, ruling elders.
Outer Ist.es
Presby.ery:-Revs. M. Gillies, D. R. MacDonald, D. J.
Macaskill, ministers; with Mr. Edward Morrison, rqling elder.
"This Report is not the official minutes of Synod.R. R. Sillclair, Olerk of Synod.
Cl
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Minutes of previous Synod's public meetings were read by
the Clerk and approved. A letter of apology for absence from
Mr. D. J. MacKenzie was read. Mr. James Skinner was
appointed Officer of Court and agreed to perform the necessary
duties.
Rev. W. Grant reported that Mr. Alex. Macaskill, student,
would probably be ready for licensing in the Autumn, God
willing.
New Modt:rator.-Rev. D. Beaton moved that Rev. Dr. R.
This was
MaeDonald be appointed Moderator of Synod.
unanimously agreed to. Dr. MacDonald on accepting office was
welcomed by the retiring Moderator and on taking the Chair
he thanked the Synod for the honour confened upon him and
said he would endeavour to carry out the duties to the best of
his ability. Rev. N. Maclntyre pointed out the necessity of
appointing one to act as Moderator when Dr. MacDonald returned
to Africa. The Synod after a brief discussion appointed Mr.
Maclntyre to act as Moderator after Dr. MacDonald's departure.
Comm~tDaes

for Examinatvon of SYrI<od a.nd P"esbyt6ry
N. Maclntyre and D. M. MacDonald were
appointed as a Committee to examine the Synod Records. Rev.
D. A. MacFarlane and Mr. S. Fraser were appointcd to examine
Southern Presbytery Records; Rev. Jas. MacLeod and Dr.
J ohnston to examine W e~tern Presbytery Records; Revs. D. R.
MacDonald and D. J. Macaskill to examine Northern Presbytery
Records; Rev. A. Beaton and Mr. Jas. Fraser to examine Outer
Isles Presbytery Records.

Records.-Revs~

Trwute to laOe Rev. D. MacLeod.-A comrrnittee consisting of
Revs. M. Gillies, D. M. MacDonald, R. MacKenzie, and D. l
Matheson was appointed to draw up a Tribute to the late Rev.
Donald MacLeod, Shieldaig, and to submit same to the Synod
at a later sederunt.
Letter of sympathy.-The Clerk was instructed to send a. letter
of sympathy from the Synod to Mrs. D. Matheson, Portree,
whose late husband was a respected member of the Court.
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Loyal Address Committee.-The following Committee was
appointed to draw up the Loyal Address to the King for next
year, viz: Revs. W. Grant, F. MacLeod, D. J. Matheson, and
R. R. Sinclair.
Commit'te.e on Bills.-It was decided that the following COOlmittee on Bills be appointed viz: The Moderator and Clerk
of Synod with Revs. D. Beaton, D. A. MacFarlane, R. MacKenzie,
and Arch. Beaton; and that they meet at 11 a.m. in St. Jude's
Hall, next day, the 19th May. Due notice was given to all
parties who had Appeals, Complaints or Petitions for the Synod,
to be present at Committee on Bills next day at 11 a.m.
Business Committeie.-The members of Synod were appointed
as a Business Committee, to meet in St. Jude's Hall at 2 p.m.,
next day, the 19th May. It was also agreed that the Synod
meet ~ Public on Wednesday, 19th May, in St. Jude's Hall,
at 6.30' pm.
Synod Sermon.-Rev. Ja!. MacLeod was asked to send his
sermon for publication in the Magazine.
The meeting was closed with praise and prayer.
SECOND PUBLIC

SEDERUNT.

The Synod again met within the Hall of St. Jude's Church,
the 19th day of May, 1937, at 6.30 p.m.
Rev. E. MacQuoon's Request.-The Rev. E. MacQueeu asked
the Synod to take up his case that evening which had been
before the Committee on Bills, because he had to leave for
Ullapool that same night. The Moderator stated that the Synod
did propose to deal with Mr. McQueen's case that evening.
Committee on Bills.-The Clerk then read the first Report of
the Committee on Bills which was adopted. Rev. R. MacKenzie,
a member of aforesaid Committee, explained the question,
mentioned in the Report, whether it was within the powers of
the Committee to adjudge the competency of the Complaint before
it. The Committee were divided on this point. After prolonged
discussion, the Committee on Bills were instructed to transmit
all 'papers in this ease to the Synod, on an approved motion
of Synod.
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F01'eign lI1iJssion Report.--Rev. N. MacIntyre submitted the
Report on Foreign Missions which was adopted. In referring
to Foreign Mission work, he said, "I would like to refer to
the digging of the well. Mr. Tallach, our Missionary, reports
that after digging for about 86 feet through blue rock there
was no appearance of water.
They were getting very discouraged when one morning he found a little stream at the
bottom of the well and after digging for a foot more water
began pouring in so that there is now about 1000 gallons per
day and this will be sufficient for some time to come.
The
estimated cost of the well was about £100, but after all their
difficulty in digging the expense will be much heavier. I would
like to take this opportunity of thanking the Church for its
help in contributing £250. We have to provide for a pump.
Mr. Tallach had to go to Bulawayo and buy one for £5. Mr.
1'allaoh n~ade a request in a letter in referenoo to five different
stations where there are no schools. Native chiefs have sent
an application that schools be opened up for the children to
be taught to read the Bible. The Committee could not see their
way to grant more than two just now, but we hope that the
other three will be opened later on. The schools will each cost
£24. Then there is the question of Dr. MacDonald's house.
The !louse which he occupies at present was an old one and
white ants have made a hav00 of it, so the Committee have agreed
that the house will be replaced. Mr. Tallach requests\Wbuilding
with about 12 rooms for about 220 children, so we granted this.
I would like to repeat that while we appreciate Miss Nicolson's
work and our worthy Moderator's (Dr. Macdollald) work that
the educational and medical work is only complementary-o\ll'
object in Africa being to send the gospel to the poor people
of Africa." Mr. James Fraser spoke in appreciation of the
work done as indicated in Mr. MacIntyre's Report.
Dr. MacDonald then vacated the Chair and addressed the
Synod. He referred to the difficulty of getting water in the

* All cross-headings marked with an asterisk indicate that the .Reports
will be found printed in this issue, unless held over to next issue.-

Editor.

"
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Mission and corroborated Mr. MacIntyre's remarks regarding
the new well. He acknowledged the great kindness which he
received, while going round the various congregations, from
ministers, office-bearers and others. He had met with nothing
r
but good will and sympathy in the work of the Foreign M~ssion
and he was greatly encouraged and his mind fortified in going
back again to South Africa. He mentioned that the collections
made in connection with the well had exceeded expectations,
and that thereby the missionaries would be relieved of a great
deal of anxiety.
It was agreed that the Synod meet on Thursday, at 6.30 p.m.
THIRD PUBLIC SEDERUNT.

•

The Synod again met on the 20th day of May.
Rep01't of Cdmmit~ee on Bills.-The Clerk then read the Report
of Committee on Bills in which there was transmitted to the
Synod, a Petition from the Northern Presbytery and a Reference
from the Southern Presbytery.
Missiona1'y to the Jews.-Rev. N. MacIntyre reported that
there was no Report from our Missionary to the Jews as he
had recently suffered from an attack of influenza and on account
of this his activities among the Jews in Winnipeg had been
restricted but that he would send a Report later,
Fishing Stations CommitteesJ Rep01:t.·-Rev. M. Gillies submitted the Fishing Stations Report which was adopted. He
said: "The Chul'ch in former yeal'S, sent supply to Stornoway,
Wick, Fraserburgh, Lowestoft and Yarmouth, but there has
been a great change in the yearly exodus from the vVestern
Isles to these fishing stations with the result that we need not
now send supply to Stomoway and Fraserburgh; but we have
eontinued to send supply to Wick from season to season. The
Fishing Stations COmJInittee is indebted to Revs. R. R. Sinclair
and W. Grant, who take an interest in those w)1o go from the
West to the fishing year by year in Wick. The position is
changed somewhat regarding England.
In former years a
number of professing men from Lewis went yearly to Yarmouth
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and Lowestoft and those men took an interest in the work of
the Committee. Last year we had none of those people going
to these stations. ....Ve consider, if the Committee was augmented,
and provision was made for the sending of a missionary or
minister to Yarmouth, the Comm~ttee could make arrangements."
He moved, "That the Fishing Stations Committee be enlarged
to include Revs. M. Gillies, D. M. MacDonald, W. Grant and
R. R. Sinclair, with the Synod eldor of the North Harris Congregation." This was agreed to.
T1"Cuinitng of the Mitnist1Y CommitMe's Report.--Rev. W.
Grant submitted the Training of the Ministry Committee's
Report which was adopted. He said, "We have six students
studying at present and they ought to be remembered in the
prayers of our people that they may go forth ,as workmen
who need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of God."
Pass-Mark in Theological Subjects.-Rev. J. A. Tallach pointed
out that there had been some uncertainty regarding the fixed passmark in certain subjects which the students studied. He, therefore,
moved the following motion which was agreed to "That the
following percentages be fixed as a minimum pass-mark governing
the examinations which our students are required to sit; Bible
K.no\\·ledge and Confession of Faith, 60 per cent.; Greek and
Hebrew. 40 per cent; all other subjects, 50 per cent."
He
said in support of his motion, "The main and most essential
thing for our students is grace, but at the same time we recognise
the desirability of a 'certain measure of study in these subjects
which are handmaidens to the gospel." The Rev. Jas. MacLeod
corroborated all that Mr. Tallach said.
PetiHon f1'om Nort~ern P1'esbytery ne Gaelic PoIem.-There
was now dealt with a Petition from the NOl'thern Presbytery
regarding a Gaelic poem handed in to the Editor of the Northern
Ch1'on,icle by Mr. Ronald Connor and published on 31st March,
The
1937, in which were alleged defamatory statements.
members of Northern Presbytery were called as parties to the
bar of the Synod. The Clerk then read a section of the Standing
Orders, p. 29, par. 8, and all the papers in the case. Members
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of Synod asked questions of the parties at the bar and parties
at the bar replied. It was moved that the Petition be received
by the Court. This was seconded and agreed to. It was then
moved that the following answer be given to the prayer of the
Petition-" That the Northern Presbytery in view of their
prayer in their Petition be advised to make application in this
matter to the Kirk-Session of St. Jude's, Glasgow, of which
congregation Mr. Connor is a member, and which is, therefore,
the Court of first instance.'" This was seconded and agreed to.
Rev. D. J. Matheson, on request, was granted the documents in
this case, as the Clerk of the Northern Presbytery.
Ca<l1JG,diJan ,wnd Co'tonial Report.·-Rev. F. MacLeod submitted
the Canadian and,Colonial Report and moved its adoption, which
was approved. He said, "In connection with this Report I
have to state that it is a brief one and to a large oe:ldent will
be augmented by the Report which Rev. J. P. MacQueen the
deputy to Canada and Australia will give. One of our deputies
last year, the late Rev. Donald MacLeod, Shieldaig, had promised
ere he passed away to have a report for the Synod.
That
Report has not been written. Mr. MacLeod has gone to the
reward which awaits those who are the Lord's true servants.
In speaking to Mr. MacLeod as late as the end of January of
this year, he expressed to me that he was very happy in Canada
-it was there he began first to preach and it was there that
he spent his last year. I wish also to state that the Church
has not a deputy for this year. We wrote a number of our
ministers to go to the various stations in Canada, but so far
our ,efforts have proved fruitless.
Mr. Urquhart is now in
Winnipeg and reports that the congregation, though not increasing, are m<Jre attentive on Sabbath and week-days in their
attendance on the House of God. The Financial :Statement of
the Winnipeg Congregation shows that they are doing well as
regards financial matters."
Deputy to CarnJada Cllrtd AUSltrCllia's Repart."'-Rev. J. P.
MacQueen read his Report. Rev. D. Beaton in moving the
adoption of this Report said, "I listened with great interest

Free Presbyterian Magazine.

88

to Mr. MacQueen's Report. I know part of the way over
which he travelled in Canada-but I am not familiar with the
Australia and New Zealand part. It was very interesting to
hear mention of the names of friends whom we met in Canada
many years ago and it seems from Mr. MacQueen's Report that
they are as kind as ever. The Synod is very much indelbted
to Mr. MacQueen for placing His services at the disposal of
the Colonial Committee." Rev. D. M. MacDonald"also spoke
r.ncl pointed out that MT. MacQueen was a pioneer of the
Church in that ·he made his way to New Zealand and commenced
services there. '1'he Church was small at home, yet we were
very widety scattered abroad .for we are in Canada, Australia,
New Zealand and Africa and the Church ought to encourage
our people in Australia and New Zealand. Rev. R. McKenzie
said: "I want ·to associate myself with what has already been
said. The recollections of my own experience in Australia
especially makes Mr. MacQueen's Report one of intense interest
to me. As to Australia, I would like if the Church would bear
in mind this small group of people at the other end of the
world. There are there, those who appreciate the gospel and
who feel that they cannot associate themselves with other people.
Mr. Grant holds a service in his house every Sabbath. They
still persevere in holding these services but I hope the Church
will -continue to send deputies to them."

ana

Religion
Morals Report. ·-The Religion and Morals
Report .was submitted by Rev. D. M. MacDonald who moved
its adoption. Mr. MacDonald in reference to this Report said:
"There is a reference in the Report. to the use of strong d'rink
and I am sorry to Isay that in some parts of the Highlands
there is an attempt to introduce licences in places where hitherto
there were no licences or where these had been taken away
years ago. I think we should Tenew our energies in opposing
licences. Another matter is the foolish and sinful production
of the film called, ' Green Pastures.' It. is deplorable that some
professed ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ should attend
the exhibition of that production. The plea, of course, has been
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put forward that it portrays the negro conception of God. Thl'
Corporation of the ,City of Belfast refused to allow it to be
shown in that City. It is the Holy Ghost pouTed forth that
)Ve require and thE\n we would see ,a ,chang;e in our people and
in our localities." Rev. W. Grant, supporting Mr. MacDonald,
said, "Reference has been made to the film known as I Green
Pastures.' According to .Press reports the Divine Being is portJ'ayed in this film as a frock~coated old negro preacher smoking
a cigar. SUl'ely this is supreme blasphemy against the King
Eternal, Irnlmortal and Invisible, who dwells in light that is
unapproachable. The Board of Film Censors say that some
of the clergy lare anxious to secure the fiJIm for exhibition in
churches. We hope these dergy are few; for their attitude
reveals ignorance of the God of heaven and earth. I am sure
the Synod will record its solemn protest against the reloose
of this film." The tfollowing motion was approved, "That the
S;ynod instruct Presbyterians to keep a watchful eye on developments in connection w:ith the ,blasphemous film known as I Green
Pastures'; and if it is ,foUJIld necessary, to protest to the local
licensing authorities against the exhibition of it." Dr. J ohnston
supported wHat Mr. ,Grant had said regarding the film, and said,
"It wou:ld be a rverypoor son or daughter who would allow
any man to caricature slanderously their earthly father; and I
hold strongly that ,every man, woman and child in this country
who prod'esses to have had the Father reve~led to them through
His Son, Jesus Christ, must regard this portrayal of the Most
High with utter ,contempt." Rev. J ames MacLeod also refened
to the film "Green Pastures" and 'Said: 11 Lord Ty'rrell, President of the British Board of Film Censors, is of another .faith.
He is not a Prote'stant and consequently the Second ,Coonmandmoot is not in his religion, ,which prohibits any imagin.ative, or
otller picture to be made of the everlasting God. Let our Church
have clean hands in this matteT ,and let ,our peopre be cleared
in the sight of God ,by protesting to the chief officers ,of His
Majesty's Government." He then moved the follow.ing motion
wihich was agreed to, " That We Synod of the Free Presbyterian
H
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Church of Scotland strongly protest against the e.xhibition of
the Film :called 'Green Pastures,' and th'at. this protest be sent
to the Prime Minister, Home Secretary, President of the Board
of Film Censors, Secretary of State for Scotland, and the Lord
.Advocate."
Section 18 Educalipn (Scotlamd) Act.-Rev. J. P. ,MacQueen
moved the following 1J1l0tiQll, " That this Synod renew its protest
against the continuation of Clause 18 of the .scottish: Education
Act, 1918, and calls upon the legislature to repeal the said
section so that public funds shall not be used .for Ithe maintenance of the teaching of Roman Catholicism ill Roman Catholic
Schools am.d Episcopalianism in Episcopalian schools." This
was agreed to.
Th8o~orftcal Tutors' Repotrt"·-Rev. pooald Beaton submitted
the Theological Tutors' Report and moved its adoption. Rev.
D. A. MacFarlane said, "The Supreme Court 'of the Church
and the Church .as a whole has -cause for gratitude to the Lord
that it has such a God-honouring Bible-teacher as Mr. Beaton
over our students."
FOURTH PUBLIC SEDEIWN'f.

The Synod met again in the St. Judo's Ha.ll, on Friday, the
21st day of May.
Magazine Report.·-Rev. D. Beaton submitted this Report
which w~s appl1Oved. He said, "There is a delay in payments
to tbe 8lIDQI1l1t of £31, but we hope to receive the money during
this year, and in the Free Distribution Fund there is a drop
of alnnost £16. But toore is a gift of £8 to the .J.\!&lgazine
which I wish ,to !lJCknowledge here." Rev. J3lmes McLeod in
speaking of ,the Report said: "It is abviotls to-day that the
litel'llture that is being poured :forth from the press is anything
but wholesome for men, wom'Cn and children, especially, for
th(l young. There is, I think, seven million vDlumes Df novels
a year issued from the British press to-day. Some of them
8ll'e roDst dlUJJglCrous and sugg.e.:>tive Df that which is evil.
TD
have a Magazine for our young and old, setting before them
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the great realities of life and d~a,th and the way of preparation
for eternity, is of inestimable value. And what we want for
the help of our Editor is that ministers and layIOOll would use
their talents and send contributions to the Magazine."
Dr.
Joonston, said: "I do not think we get enough contributjlons
fTQm our ministers. Doubtless ~t is good to keep fresh the wise
words of former days, but our peop1e are calling constantly
far the words of our own ministers.
We need not merely
seI1Ill'OIlS but also a s-tcady supply of articles expounding
doctrines, exposing errors, and providing young people with
scriptural weapons wherewith to defend their faith against the
attacks of this sceptical age." Mr. James Fraser supported
Mr. MacLeod and Dr. J()hnston and said, "I think it would
be gxJOd for our Editor to have about one sermon a yea-r from
our ministers."
Obit~w1'ies in the Jlfogazine.-Rev. John Colquhoun moved:
"That we revert to the original arrang'emcnt of allowing the
Magazine Committee to judg>e what obituaries should be pu,'blished
in the Magazine and resc-ind the present al"l'811gements that only
ob~tuaries of prcxminent Christians be published."
Grafton, Australia.-I.t was moved: "That the Clerk vn:ite
to the Grafton Congregation -and find out if they would be
prepal'ed to support a minister in the event of their being
raised ,to a sanctioned charge, and to what extent; and that
the Clerk report to next meeting of Synod."
Foreign Mission Regulotions.*-Rev. N. MacIntyre submitted
the Foreign Mission Regulations to tlm Synod for approval.
Rev. D. Beaton said: "I have pleasure in moving the adoption
of these Regulations as read and I think it is incumbent upon
me to say that these Regulations have been dra.wn up wi'th
consideooble care, and the least the Synod ean do is to heartily
thank the Committee which has drawn theIn' up and' pr-esented
them to the Synod." It ,vas decided to print the Regulations
in the Magazine.
Money Grants to S. Afl'ican Mission.-To Paul Hlazo, £10;
to HospitaJ, £10; for Medicine, £20; for Upkeep of Mission, £30.
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Law Committee Report.·-This Report was submitted by Rev.
D. Beaton and approved. :Mr. Beaton stated that the Committee
were not able to do much rast winter ·as members were busy
with other work.
Loyal Address.·-This Address was read to the Synod by
Rev. Angus MacKay and approved, the Clerk to forward it in
due course to His Majesty the King.
Report of Finance Committee.·-Rev. N. MacIntyre read this
Report. It was approved.
Financial Stateme,~t.·-Rev. W. Grant read the summary of
this Statem'ent which was adopted. Thereafter, the Rev. F.
MacLeod moved: "That the Synod acknowledge the Lord's
goooness to us as 11 Church as evidenced by the Financial Statement now read, and further tht the thanks of the Synod he
given to the General Treasurer for his labours and to the
Auditors; and that the Auditors be re-appointed." Rev. D.
Beaton said that thanks was due also to the Sustentation Fund
collectors £01' :their laboUl'S. This was rrn'et with approval.
T"ibute to late Rev. Donald MacLe.od.·-Rev. D. M. MacDonald
read this Tl'ibute. It was agTeed to send a copy of it to his
widow, Mrs. MacLeod, Shieldaig, and to the Clerk of Session
of the Congregation. Further, that it be recorded in the permanent records of the Synod.
The Clerk of Synod was also
instructed to send a letter to the Shieldaig and Lochcarron Congregation expressing the sympathy of the Synod with them in
their loss. In connection with the above tribute Rev. M. Gillies
said, "I rise to concur with the sentiments in the Tribute just
read. Perhaps I have had more intinn'acy with the late Rev.
Donald MacLeod than any other member of this Court. In
Winnipeg, in August 1913, I met Mr. MacLeod for the first
time in the prayer meeting soon after my arrival there. I
was privileged to have seven years of his company and intinlate
friendship in that city and my love and respect for him became
deeper and deeper as these years went by. We had known one
another for 24 years when last March he came to Lewis to assist
We little thought when saying:
me at Ness Communion.
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, Goodbye' on board the " Loehness" that he would have safely
reached the' Desired Haven' before that time the week following.
He was It deeply taught and deeply exercised Christian. He
knew by expel'ience the doctrines of Christ in his own soul and
was conspicuous for his loyalty to the principles of our Chureh.
His loyalty was tried. time and again. As early as 1913 he
revealed 'his mind as having leanings towards studying fcyr the
m'inistry to the extent of be"a-inning Greek.
His difficulties
in going forward for the ministry 'seemed to be insurmountable,
but the Word of God directed him and by the Word he attained
to that to which he set his mind. He was a wise, humble and
useful minister of the gospel. He did a good work in his day
and be bas now entered upon bis rest. We bave and hope to
have a fragrant memory of our dear friend."
Delivemnce 1'e P1'inciples of the Cht'1'ch for the Young.-Rev.
James MacLeod spoke of the necessity of instructing our young
people in tbe principles of our Church and moved that a Deliver- .
anee on this subject be prepared and sent to the ministers
throughout the Church. Mr. MacLeod pointed out that our
young people have had the Free Presbyterian Church held up to
ridixmle before then in certain quarters and that it was needful
that the young would know the history of our Church and the
reasons which justified our position.
Catechism on Church Pdnciples.-lt was agreed that Rev.
Donald Beaton and Rev. James MacLeod should prepare a
Catechism with questions and answel'S regarding the history of
the Church, primarily for the instruction of the young people
of the Church.
Rcpol't of Deputation to Raasay.-Rev. Angus MacKay read
the Report of the Synod's Deputation to Raasay. This Report
~s approved. and it was moved that it be not published. in
the Magazine. The Deputation were thanked for their services.
Reports on Synod and Presbyte'ry RecOl'ds.-Rev. N. MacIntyre
reported that Synod Records were in order. Rev. A. Beaton
reported Outer Isles Presbytery Records to be in Ol·der. Mr.
S. Fraser reported the Southern Presbytery Records to be in
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order. Rev. D. R.. MacDonald reported the Northern Presbytery Records to be in order. The Report upon the Western
Presbytery Records by Rev. J ames, MacLcod and Dr. J ohnston
was deferred until a later meeting of Synod.
Standing Chul'ch Committee.-These were moved by the Clerk
as follows:1. Chm'ch Interests Committee-Moderator and Clerk of Synod,
and Clerks of the four Presbyteries.
2. Religion and Morals-Hevs. D. M. MacDonald (Convener),
Grant, and J. Colquhoun.
3. Finctnce-Revs. E. MacQueen (Convener), N. MacIntyre, M.
Gillies, R.. MacKenzie, A. Beaton; and representative
elders of Inverness, Dingwall and Gairloch; Mr. (Tohn
Grant, Treasurer, to be associated with the Committee.
4. Canadian and Colonicll-Revs. F. MacLeod (Convener), D.
A. MacFal'!ane, W. Grant, D. J. Matheson, R. R. Sinclair.
5. ,Tewish alld Foreign lIIissions-Revs. N. MacIntyre (Convener),
Jas. MacLeod, R. MacKenzie, Rev. J. P. MacQueen; with
representative elders of Edinburgh, Greenock, Glasgow,
London, Oban and Kames.
6. Training of the Ministry-Revs. W. Grant (Convener) F.
}t:acLeod, D. J. Matheson, R.. R. Sinclair.
7. (}ene1'Ol '1'7'u,~/ees-Clerk of Synod :md Clerks of four Presbyteries, with Rev. N. MacIntyre (Collvener).
8. Sabbath Obsel·vanee-Revs. R. MacKenzie (Convener), Jas.
MacLeod, D. A. MacFarlane, J. A. Tallach, Arch. Beaton.
D. Cht(,!'eh Magazine-Rev. Donald Beaton (Convener), with
Clerics of the four Presbyteries.
C7~w'eh Collect'ions.-These Collections were moved by the
Clerk as follows :-(1) Aged and Infinn Ministe'l's', Widows',
and Ol'phans' Fund--to be taken in December. Notice to be
sent by Rev. E. MacQueen. (2) College Fund-August. Notice
to be sent by Rev. W. Gl'll.llt. (3) O'rganisation Fund-July.
Notice to be sent by Rev. R. R.. Sinelair. (4) Home Mission
Fttnd-(Missionaries and Catechists). 1st Collection by book in
October. Notice to be sent by Rev. E. MacQueen. (5) General
Chureh Building Fund-June. Notice to be sent by Rev. R.
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R. Sinclair. (6) Home Mission Fund--2nd Collection, in April,
1938. Notice to be sent by Rev. E. MlliCQueen. (7) Foreign
Missions Fnnd-Collecti'On by book, in February. Notice to be
sent by Rev. Neil MacIntyre.
FIFTH PUBLIC SEDERUNT.

The Synod met again in St. Jude's Ha1l, on Tuesday, 25th
day of May.
Mr. K. Matheson.-It was moved that Mr. K. Matheson's
appoint~ent as missionary be confirmed. His salary was also
agreed upon. The Clerk was instructed to write Mr. Matheson
expressing the sympathy of the Synod with him in his recent
illness.
Mr. James Adamson.-Mr. Jl1Imes Adamson's .appointment as
a part-time missionary was oonfirrmeo by a motion of Synod.
His salary was also fixed.
Sabbath Observance Committee's Report.-The Rev. R.
Mackenzie gave in this Report verbally, and spoke about the
general aspect of Sabbath Observance and of Sabbath Desecration
in the times in whieh we live. It appeared as if this ml1ltter is
once more coming upon the public conscience, but the danger
seems to be that the Scriptural foundation for Sabbath Observance
is kept very much in the background. The Churches are bound
to emphasize that the fourth commandment is part of God's Law
and should, therefore, declare Sabbath-breaking a sin. Instead
of doing this, they condemn us who endeavour to obey the Lord
in this duty. It is the bounden duty of the Church to keep
the law of the Sabbath within her pale, using the rod of discipline
!Within her own borders, and not content herself with calling
upon" foreign" powers outside the Chureh to enforce the divine
injunction. This Repolt was approved.
Rev. W. Grant, in
supporting Mr. Mackenzie, referred to the recent military order
I1Illowing SPOlts on the Lord's Day in the Southeru Command
and I1Ilso to the Review o~troops by the King on June 22nd
next. Rev. D. Beaton associated himself with what Revs. R.
Mackenzie and W. Grant had said.
It was true that the
Sabbath, he said, was made for man but the Lord never
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renounced His sovereign rights and the bid of Commercialism
which was dragging the working classes at its chariot wheels was
a direct chaHenge and defiance of that sovereignty. He spoke
of the inestimable boon the worki'r@ man had in the rest of the
Lord's Day 'and how easily they <could maintain the privilege
of the Day of Rest for the future, by making this demand
through their Unions. They were strong enough in this way
to secure their rights. As matters are at present, there was a
grave danger that a seven days' working week would be gradually
introdueed all over the country and the boon God bestowed upon
them might be lost beyond recall. Dr. J ohnston pointed ont
how ridicule was being nsed against Sabbath-observers and those
who walked in the fear of God, instead of burning at the stake
as formenly.
First Motion anent Sabbath Observance.-" That the Synod
authorize the Sabbath Observance Committee, when, in ordinary
circumstances, advising Presbyteries, to submit drafts of all
deliverances on subjects connected with Sabbath Observance, for
adoption by Presbyteries; and in emergency cir.curnstances, to act
independently and report their action to the Presbyteries."

Second Motion anent Sabbath Observance.-" That the
Sabbath Observance Committee be authorized to prepare a stateI
ment re-affirming the Church's attitude towards the question of
Sabbath travelling by public conveyances, the statement to he
submitted to Presbyteries, and, with their approval, inserted in
the Magazine."
Third Motion anent Sabbath Obser'l)ance.-The Rev. R.
Mackenzie moved: "That authority he given to the Sabbath
Observance Committee to send a protest to the Government
emphasizing the moral obligation of the fourth -Commandment."
Glasgow Assemoly of 1638.-It was agreed that the Synod
meet next year in Glasgow in view of the Tercentenary of the
Glasgow Assembly of 1638 taking place next year. The following
motion was approved re this matter-" That a Synod Committee,
consisting of the Revs. D. Beaton (Convener), R. Mackenzie and
D. A. Macfarlane, he appointed to make all due arrangements
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(e.g., the preparation of Addresses, etc.) for the commemoration
of the Tercentenary of the Glasgow Assembly of 1638--the said
commemoration by us as a Church to take place in Glasgow (D.V.)
at our Meeting of Synod, 1938."
Rev. D. N. Macleod said:
"In agreeing to meet next year in Glasgow, we affirm that we
attach no importance to this city as the place of meeting. Neither
do we applaud the keeping of anniversaries nor the manner in
which many of these are kept. As the direct representatives of
the First and Second Reformations in Scotland, we have the right,
as none others have, to keep the Tercentenary of the Glasgow
Assembly of 1638." Rev. D. A. Macfarlane made mention of
what Bathel was to Jacob, and how when he was about to go
there again, he commanded his household to put away all the
strange gods' that were among them, and to be clean. He applied
this to what the Tercentenary of the Glasgow Assembly of 1638
meant to Scotland in th8lt day and to us now, and how we
ought to search and try our ways and seek that the Lord would
appeal' among us in our day as He certainly was with that
Assembly in 1638.

Amendment to Stan.ding Orders of Synod.-Rev. D. Beaton
movrd this amendment, which was approved: "That all papers
addressed to the Committee on BiJIs, viz., Memorials, Petitions,
Applications, References, Complaints, and Appeals, with Extracts
of Minutes of inferior Courts relative thereto, as also Reasons
of Complaints or Appeals, and in the case of Libel-the Libel,
with Defences and Evidence adduced, shall be transmitted to the
Clerk of Synod, who shall issue to all. members of Synod these
papers in typescript with the draft agenda paper of the Synod's
business; and that all papers shall be duly dated and numbered
by the Clerk of the inferior Court through whom these papers
have been sent to the Synod." (Those who have the Church's
Red Book with the Standing Orders are advised to make this
alteration at the approprilli~ place).
Roman Catholic Address to the King.--Rev. W. Grant referred
to a loyal address which had been sent to the King from n
Roman Catholic source. The Home Secretary had refused to
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submit this address to th~ing on the ground that those
addressing the King had styled themselves "Catholic" and not
as they were, "Roman Catholic." Rev. R. R. Sinclair stated
that this was a sheer piece of Jesuitical hypocrisy in the light
of Roman C3IthoJic dogma which declares that the Pope of Rome
is to be alone acImowledged as the supreme temporal as well
as spiritual ruler of the world.
The Synod left it with the
Church Interests' Committec to send a note of appreciation to
the Home Secretary.
SIXTH PUBLIC SEDERUNT.

The Synod met again in St. J ude's Hall on W:ednesday, the
26th day of May.
Circulars re Church Funds.-It was moved, "That Mr. John
Grant, Treasurer, be asked to send out circulal'S to congregations
setting forth the requirements of the Sustentation llnd Home
Mission Funds." This was approved.
Kirk-Sessions advised on Church Procedt~re.-It was moved,
" That the Synod draw attention of Kirk-Sessions to the principles
laid down in "Moncrieff," Chapter V., Part I., paragraph 8
(p. 103), which shouJd be careful'ly observed at a11 times; and
the Synod further exhort Kirk-Sessions to do all in their power
to discourage and to discountenance any unneoo...c;sary or undesirable use of the machinery of the Church Courts."
This wa"
agreed to.
Re-Appointment of Law Committee.-It was moved, " That the
Law Committee appointed last year be re--appointed for this
year." This was agreed to.
Deliverance anent the y.oung.-It was moved, "That It
Deliverance be drawn up for the instruction of the Young re
the principles of the Church and be sent to mini~ters and missionaries and also published in the Magazine." This was agreed to.
Divorce (Scotland) BUl.-1t was moved, "That the Report of
the Church Interests Committee be received and that the Synod
approve of the action taken in sending a letter of protest against
the Divorce (Scotland) Bill, 1936, while disassociating themselves
from the folJowing statements oecuring in sa.id letter, namely,
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(1) "That wilful desertion of either of the maJ:ried parties
annulled the marriage bond." (2) " We would submit that at
least five years should elapse from the date of desertion before
the marriage could be dissolved." This was agreed to.
Letters to Synod received by the Olerk.-The Clerk read letters
acknowledging last year's Synod's motion re any change in the
King's Coronation Oath; also letters from the Lord's Day Observance Association of Scotland; a letter from a friend offering lris
library of choice books to the Church. It was moved, "That
the Synod receive the gift of books and that the donor be
thanked'." Dr. MooDonald was permitted to make it selection
of said books to take back with him to Africa.
Greetings from the Ohm'ch at home to the Sonth Aft·i-ca.n
Mission.-Rev. N. Maclntyre referred to the pleasure it gave to
have Rev. Dr. R. M~(lDonald with them at the Synod. In the
name of the Synod, he wis'hed Dr. MacDonald to take back to
all the friends in the South African Mission the greetings and
good wishes of the Church at home. He would mention Rev.
and Mrs. John TaHach and their chiIdren, the office-hearers, and
all who labour with them in the work! of the Mission, the communicants and ad'herents an.d very espe(lially all the children in
Ingwenyaand in all the other stations of the Mission.
Rev.
D. N. MacLeod said that the .Churoh owed a debt of gratitude
to the Rev. Dr. R. MacDonald both as a Missionary and as
a Moderator of the Synod. All the Reports from the Mission
gave him the greatest pleasure. He had never seen the offieebearers and members of the Mission but 'he loved them all in
our common Lord. He concurred with Mr. MacIntyre in sending
a special message of love to the children in the Mission. He
also referred to Miss Nicolson, our worlJhy teacher, whom he
had never met, but he much admired her for her excellent work
and had the greatest confidence in her. He asked the Moderator
to con.vey a special. message to her as to all other of our frien.ds.
The Rev. Dr. MacDonald, in reply, said he would have the
greatest pleasure in conveying ~reetings to the Mission Staff,
Office-Bearers, members and aaherents and espeeially t.o the
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children of the Mission, from the home Church. He would carry
back the most ,pleasant memories of hIS furlough in Scotland.
During these months, h~bad learned much about the Church at
home as he had freely associated with the brethren and our people.
He had attended the meetings of the ISouthern Presbytery and
also two meetings of Synod and he had been honoured .by being
appointed Moderator of this Synod; and at all these meetings
he had come to kno,w both ministers Il'nd elders, many of whom he
knew but slightly ere he went to South Africa. He would go back
fortified with the knowledge that though a great distance in
mileage separates, yet we are near. He had intended to say
goodbye in a formal way to aLl the members of the Synod, but
as 'circumstances had caned some aw,ay he oou1d not do this
as fully as he wished. He would express thanks for the honour
conferred upon him in being appointed Moderator and for the
great kindness received in the manses and in the homes of all the
friends. In conclusion, 'he said, "I go back knowing you are
truly sympathetic and whole-hearted in seeking to help us all
you can in our work in the Mission in South Mrica." Rev. N.
MacIntyre, in the name of the Synod, wished, Dr. and Mrs.
Macdonald and family a safe and prosperous journey to their
placr of residence and labour.
Mr. J ames Fraser said he wished to associate himself with
Revs. N. MacIntyre and D. N. MacI,cod in expressing the
goodwill of the home Church to our Mission in South Africa.
He said he heard the late Rev. Donald MacFarlane preaching
on the text, "We know tha,t we have passed from death unto
life because we ,love the brethren," say, "The Lord's people love
brethren whom they had never seen in the flesh. We bave many
black brethren in South Africa whom we have never seen, but
we love them very, very much."

Next Meeting of Synod.-It WM intimated at a later private
Sedenmt, that the 'Synod would meet (D.V.) in the Hall of
St. Jude's, Glasgow, on Tuesday ,after the third Babbath of
May, 1938, at 6.30 p.m.

Loyal

Addl'es~

to the King.
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Loyal Address.
TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. MAY
IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, We, the Synod of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, met at Glasgow, on this the
l1wenty-first day of May, Nineteen Hundred and Thirty-seven,
beg most respectfully and humlbly to convey to Your Majesty
this expression of our heartfelt loyalty and devotion to Your
Majesty's Person and Throne. Along with such prayerful regard
for the welfare and prosperity of your Majesty, we cordially
conjoin like regard for Your Royal Consort, Queen Elizabeth,
at this the beginning of wha:t we earnestly desire may be a
long and honourable reign.
We hUnlbly take occasion to advert to some of the outstanding
blessings which in all ages profited lastingly, those,-whether
rulers or ruled,-who genuinely ,embraced them. One of these
is unfeigned love to the great God of Etemity and to our
Saviour, Jesus Christ, who is King of His Church and King o·e
nations. Another enriching truth is love 'to the Holy Spirit,
who came in ltho name of Christ, and our abiding need of His
indwel'ling and guidance. And the last is delight in the whole
counsel of God as given in His Word to the frail, en-ing children
of men. Less than embracing and enjoying these blessings for
the deep needs of our ilTI!l'll.odal souls will not suffice, and more
is not required.
Our prayor for Your Majesties, therefore, is according to the
tenor of these Itruths,-and so may we continue to pray, while
Your Majesties, and we, your devoted. servants-are in this
world, May the Divine blessirng l'ichly rest upon Your Majesty,
upon Your Royal Consort and family, and u~ Queen Mary.
In name and on behalf of the Synod of the Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland.
R. MACDONALD, Mode'l'wOo,..
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Report of Fishing Stations Committee.
By REV. MALCOLM GILLIES.

Y OUR

Committee have to report that very little was done
last year to supply the fishing stations with the means of
Grace in connection with our Church, except with regard to
Wick. Mr. Donald Campbell, Student, held a Gaelic service
on Monday evenings for about ten weeks there and quite a few
girls present at the fishing attended. Rev. Dr. MacDonald also
held a Gaelic service while in the town on his lecturing tour.
Rev. R. R. Sinclair made some visits among the girls during
weekdays and held worship with them in their lodgings.
Very few of the professing men belonging to our congregations
in Lewis go now to the East Coast Scottish and English fishing
ports and as we depended on these men to make the necessary
arrangements as well as for assisting at the services, our
difficulties have increased thereby. We do not seem to be able
to find a missionary or missionaries who could undertake the
duties as the Church was able to do in days gone by. If the
Synod would see their way to deal with this matter and appoint
supply for Wick and Yarmouth, the Committee would endeavour
to make all necessary arrangements.

2.

Report of Training of the Ministry
Committee.
By REV W. GRANT.

WE have six students at present pursuing studies at various
stages.

Mr. A. Macaskill has completed his Theological Course. It is
expected that he will be ready to be licensed at an early date.
Messrs. W. B. Nicholson and J. A. Macdonald studied last winter
at Oban. This was their first session in Divinity. They go to
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--- ------Dingwall (D.V.) for next session, and Mr. A. D. MacLeod, WRO
has finished his Arts Course at Glasgow University goes with
them.

Mr. M. MacSween has completed his second year in Arts at
Glasgow, and Mr. D. Campbell his first year at Edinburgh
University.
The Committee earnestly desire that our students be remembered in prayer, that they may go forth, as " W orkrnen that need
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth."

3.

Report of Canadian and Colonial
Mission Committee.
By

REV. FINLAY MACLEOD.

T HE

Mission field for which this Committee is responsible
embraces cong-regations in Canada, Detroit and Australia.
The Rev. John P. MacQueen returned last October after
labouring for two years in Canada and on the Clarence River,
Australia. He also visited New Zealand and Detroit, U.S..A.
The Committee would take this opportunity of thanking Mr.
MacQueen for his labours both in Canada and Australia. The
late Revd. Donald MacLeod, Shieldaig, only arrived in Scotland
last November, having beeI!- in Canada for a year. He, also,
visited Detroit, and expressed as recently as last January that
our people in that city should have a Deputy for a longer period
as they have no services except when a Deputy visits them.
He also expressed to us that he was very happy among our
people in Canada and that he would be very pleased to go back
again to preach the gospel to them. How little we then realised
that he would be taken away from his labours here so soon to
the reward of those who remain faithful to the end. His removal
from our midst has caused a great blank in the family, the
congregation and the Church. To his widow and family we
express our sincere sympathy. And our prayer is that to them

"
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would 'be fulfilled the pl'Omise, " A Father of the fatherless, and
a Judge of the widows is God in His holy habitation."
The Rev. Donald Urquhart, in accordance with the instructions
of the Synod of last May, left for Winnipeg in October last
year. He reached his destination in safely and has been since
then engaged in the work of the congregation there.
It was the aim of the Committee to send a minister to Detroit,
Saskatoon, Calgary and Vancouver this year. We approached
a number of our ministers but our efforts have until now been
fruitless. It is a work at present assigned to the ministers of
the Church in this country, and if the work for which the Committee is responsible is to be carried on, ministers must be willing
to leave their congregations for a time and Presbyteries must
find supply for their congregations during their absence while
engaged in other fields in the work of the Church.

Our congregation in Vancouver is supplied at present by Mr.
Hugh MacKay. The Committee feel indebted to him for carrying on the services for long periods, and our prayer is that his
labours may be abundantly blessed to our people there.

Mr.

Hugh Grant has written us desiring that a minister be
sent to the Clarence River, Australia. The Committee, and we
are sure the Synod also, feel very much for our people in
Australia and New Zealand and will do everything possible that
they might have the means of grace as we have them in Scotland.
We conclude this Report with the prayer, which shall in the
Lord's time be fully realised, "Let the whole earth be filled
with His glory."

4.

Report on Religion and Morals.
By

REV.

D. M.

MACDONALD.

I N presenting this report the committee are glad to note some
quickening of the public conscience in various matters
pertaining to the general welfare of society. This in itself is
a sign that we are not wholly given over as a nation to moral
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insensibility. This was revealed at the crisis last December
when King Edward abdicated. At heart the country showed
that it had right views on the proposed royal marriage and
supported the government in their attitude towards the King.
There appears to be a greater interest in religion than has
been for some time and according to press reports the churches
are better attended than they used to be. On the other hand
the love of pleasure and the crave for self-indulgence on the
part of the young have no whit abated and the youth of
Scotland are not taking to religious instruction as former
generations did. This is the complaint in some localities.
Among the causes for non-church-going in certain parts of the
north according to a questionnaire issued recently the following
were given, indifference to the real significance of the church
in life; a want of home worship and parental control, and
growing interest in "Sunday" newspapers. Some people make
a point of getting the newspapers first thing on "Sunday"
morning and if its contents were appetising stayed in bed to
read it through. Another check on church attendance was the
increase of labour on the Lord's Day and it was becoming more
prevalent on account of Northern distilleries opening again.
Sabbath travelling for pleasure is on the increase and entails
a lot of unnecessary labour in Hotels and Boarding-houses with
the result that servants are deprived of their rest. It may be
said of our own congregations that on the whole they attend
church well, aithough at the same time, there are some who are
very negligent of this duty and we would earnestly beseech
such to wait on God in his ordinances and seck Him ere it be
too late. Observance of the Lord's Day has always been a help
to vital religion because it witnesses to the reality of God's
claims and leaves a consciousness in the mind of the difference
between right and wrong principles.
Satan the god of this world through his followers attacks
these two pr~cious privileges we possess~God's day and Hi~
Word, with a view to the overthrow of everything that woulcl
benefit sinners for eternity, knowing that they are bulwarks
K

)
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protecting the cause of Christ and His glory as the Redeemer
of lost souls.
What people should always bear in mind is the perpetual
and binding nature of the obligation to observe the Sabbath day.
There are signs that some are seeing what a precious heritage
they have in the Sabbath, and movements to turn it into a
day of pleasure are being resisted with success, especially south
of the borders.
Among the five things given to man at the beginning the
Sabbath is mentioned. It was confirmed in the Moral Law given
on Mount Sinai and was never abrogated. The prophets speak
of its breach as one of the heinous sins that caused the captivity
of the Jews in Babylon.
The Lord Jesus recognised it as
forming part of the standard of moral right and wrong. "Thou
knowest the commandments," he said to an inquirer and in
warning his disciples of the impending destruction of Jerusalem
emphasised the sacredness of the day by asking them to avoid
flight on it. "Pray ye, he said, that your flight be not on the
Sabbath." The Apostles like their Divine Master looked on it
as part of the Moral Law and kept it l'everently. Yet many
now make it a day for unnecessary visiting of friends and entertaining them to dinners and suppers, a day for transacting
business quietly and for reading newspapers and novels, a day
for anything rather than the things of God and the soul. In
this manner wrote the eminent Bishop Ryle many years ago and
times have changed in religion for the worse since he passed away.
We should love the Lord's day because it commemorates the
resurrection of Christ from the dead and should seek especially
to have fellowship with Him on His own day.
The committee note with satisfaction the proposals of the
commission appointed to investigate marriage conditions in
Scotland. These recommendations are of such a nature that if
passed into law they will do away with Gretna Green abuses and
they have thoroughly exposed the falsity of the romantic elements
associated with these anvil unions which will now probably be
a thing of the past. If Pa.rliamen't takes action on the lines
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suggested by the Commission marriage will be safeguarded
Sootland more than it has been for generations.

In

On the other hand we deplore the introduction to the House
of Lords of the Divorce (Scotland) Bill, which brings forward
several new grounds of divorce entirely unscriptural such as,
Insanity, Drunkenness, Cruelty, etc. The two recognised reasons
for divorce in the COIllfession of Faith, as based on Scripture,
are Adultery and D€sertion. To go beyond these is to he wiser
thlan is written and surely our Lord should be regarded as the
final authority on the matter. To go beyond His ruling on this
question is to undermine the divine institution of marriage and
to break down family and social relation.s. The Church Inwrests
Committee have already lodged objections to this obnoxious Bill.
Coming to temperance we find that the consumption of alcoholic
liquors is on the increase due to the Brewers advertising campaign
to popularise drink. Glaring posters in the press reminding us
that beer is best are bound to have effect and it is stated on
great authority that beer is prohibited on the footplate of a
locomotive, in the cockpit of an aeroplane and down the shaft
of a coalpit, three places where we would expect, if beer was
best, it would be provided.
After deducting taxation about
£145,000,000 were spent annually on intoxicating liquors. If
this money were spent on social service it would double the
Old Age Pension, build another 100,000 houses, add 7/6 to the
money paid to every unemployed man, and still leave millions
over. One ugly fact in this connection is that the money that
ought to be spent on milk for the children was being spent
on drink.

It is to be regretted that attempts are being made to establish
Jicences in some places in the Highlands against the wishes
of many of the people and we trust these efforts will fail as
is has been amply proved that where drinking facilities have
been abolished a great improvement has taken place in th6
well-being of the people and public drunkenness has almost
disappeared.

c
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It would not be out of place to state here that many road
accidents are due to drink according to the convictions in OUT
law courts. The appalling number of 6,489 persons were killed
and 225,689 injured on our roads during 1936. Many of these
deplorable deaths and injuries were due to drunken drivers and
the law is now very severe on anyone caught under the influence
of drink while driving a vehicle.

With regard to betting and gambling it may be said that they
are prevalent in all parts of the country, Some men will adopt
any method of making money whether it be right or WTong and
football pool betting along with greyhound racing is now a
popular means of fleecing the poor. Vast sums of money are
spent annually on these vices and in the opinion of those well
acquainted with their ramifications they are more destructive
of reputation and character than strong drink, Unfortunately
the Bill introduced into Parliament last year to prevent Football
pool betting was unsuccessful with the result that this folly goes
on unchecked to the loss of many who engage in it. Circulars
are sent through the Post Office offering good returns for money
spent on betting transactions and many, no doubt, are deceived
by these cunningly worded appeals. We would strongly warn our
young pcople especially to shun these vices as they would the
plague.
The god of this world employs many inventions and scientific
discoveries to fortify his kingdom ,and to ruin souls. That modern
inv'ention-the cinema is still a fruitful source of evil and despite
the censorship plays are still being shown which should never
be exihibited anywhere. The fare provided was very often bad
and one person in a public lecture said the education of the
masses was to blnme Ibecause they found pleasure in vulgarity
and lmew not the meaning of joy. It was still the case that
tho Cinema presented to its patrons patterns of vice and crime,
the manners and morals of the underworld of Chicago; the
glorification of crooks and gangsters and a debased form 0 f
speech which was becoming common usage among the youth
of our country.
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The manager of a large cinema is reported to have said that
the mental age of his patrons did not exceed 12 years-a sad
comment on the type of adult mind that finds pleasure in low
and debasing films.
Recently a religious presentation called "Green Pastures"
was put on the screen in London and evoked strong protests
from various people because of its blasphemous character. The
film is supposed to depict the negro conception of God and
for that reason none should find fault with it was the opinion
of the censor. It is sad that some who call themselves ministers
of the Gospel should actually approve of it. We have no
hesitation in saying that it is a blasphemous production, utterly
irreverent and objectionable from every point of view. If this
film is to be tolerated throughout the country it will bring guilt
on us as a nation for we are setting our seal to an entirely false
conception of God.
The Bible tells us what He is in
His adorable being and attributes and surely the scriptural
conception of God should satisfy sinners of every colour the
world over. In our opinion the churches of the country will
be failing in their duty unless they protest strongly against
it and demand its withdrawal. We are glad to state that the
corporation of Belfast would not permit it to be exhibited in
that city.
Coming to Romanism we find that it continues its baneful
activities through the nation in many directions. The Roman
Catholic Church seeks to control the press, and even the Foreign
Office through its agents while it is well known that it is taking
full advantage of the Education Act in Scotland to get new
schools built at the expense of the ratepayer and now there
is a movement on foot to get new History text books that will
teach history from the Romanist point of view.
Another direction in which Rome is moving is that of land
settlement by Roman Catholics. Associations have been formed
in Scotland and England with the aim of settling Roman Catholics
in groups apparently in various localities in the hope, we presume,
that they may win over indifferent Protestants to their church.

\r
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Last year the Pope condoned the brutal war of Italian aggression
in Abyssinia and this year he is blessing the Rebels in Spain
because their desire is to bring that unhappy country again under
the Papal Yoke. For its persecution of Christ's witnesses and
suppression of Protestantism Spain is paying a heavy penalty,
but if it casts off completely the shackles of Rome and embraces
the Gospel there is a bright future in store for it. What the
Spaniards are now suffering should be a lesson to us as a nation
to resist papal claims and to give no countenance whatsoever'
. to that iniquitous system of religion.
In view of the coming coronation of King George the VIth the
Committee trust that there will be no actual change of the
protestant form of the Coronation oath. If the r,eports in the
press be correct some changes are to be made, but so far Parliament has not sanctioned any change. It is maintained that
changes cannot be legal without the consent of Parliament.
We are living in the midst of general world unrest and our
own nation should take warning not to follow the example
of other countries which were trusting, not in God, but in armies,
navies and air fleets. Suspicion, fear and enmity were prevalent
features of international life to-day and nations looked upon
solemn obligations and promises as mere scraps of paper. They
were forgetting God and his claims. We ourselves are not th&
God-fearing and God-remembering nation we were at certain
times in our history.
" There is a lack of reverence for God and man and a rapid
decline of manners everywhere apparent," was an observation
made in a lecture delivered lately and we believe this to be true.
One reason for it is the decay of family religion. The Moderator
of the Church of Scotland declared that this was one of the
elements lacking in Scottish religious life and there will be no
improvement until God is worshipped in the home and Christ
is loved and obeyed there.
H looks as if the nations of the world were ripening for
judgments. About two thirds of the human race are still in
heathen darkness. Two hundred million are Mohammedans, two>
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hundred and fifty millions are Roman Catholies, and about the same
number are Protestants, the most of them being Christian only
in name. Throughout the Protestant world, gambling, immorality
How
and drunkenness are widespread and religion is flouted.
numerous are the foul lives, defiled consciences, troubled minds,
broken hearts, crying oppressions and multiplied miseries just
because the Gospel is rejected. All these constitute a loud cry
to us as a nation to humble ourselves before God and to repent
of our manifold shortcomings.
The Archbishop of Canterbury has issued a call to the nation
to signalize the King's Coronation by a return to religion and
what we need to enable us to do that in reality is the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit upon us that he may bring us to evangelical
repentance and empower us nationally and individually to
consecrate ourselves to the service of Him who is King of kings
aud Lord of lords.
The nation that will not scrve Christ shall perish and to
avoid that fate wc must put our trust in the living God, not
in vast armaments which will not protect us from the desolating
judgments that may soon shatter the countries of this world
to their very foundations.
May we be constantly at a throne of grace pleading earnestly
that King Jesus would revive His cause in our beloved land
and establish it speedily in all parts of the world for the promise
is that the earth shall yet be full of the knowledge of the Lord
even as the waters cover the deep.

5.

A

FOREIGN MISSION REPORT.
Report by Rev. Neil MacIntyre.

S Mr. Tallach and Miss Nicolson will, no doubt, deal with
the various matters connected with the mission in their
reports, which are not yet to hand, I will only refer to a few
outstanding things which the Committee dealt with during last
year.
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The most interesting matter was the sinking of the Well. The
Synod and all our people will be pleased to know that a good
supply of water is likely to be obtained. Mr. Tallach reported
that after blasting and digging for 86 feet there was no trace
of water, and he was almost giving up hope when one morning
he found a deep pool at the bottom of the Well. After digging
He
a little deeper, water began to flow in from both sides.
estimates that there will be a supply of a 1000 gallons per day
at least.
That ought to give ample supply at present.
As
members of Synod will remember the estimated cost was to be
approximately £100. The expense will probaly be more than
we estimated owing to the fact they had to bore through hard
rock. We have already sent Mr, Tallach £100 but we have
yet to take into account the purchase of the pump and the laying
of the pipes to the Mission.
We are, however, hoping that
sufficient money will be gathered by Dr. Macdonald to meet all
outlays. The" Well" fund at present sta-nds at about £240.
The Committee wish to thank the congregations for their liberality
and we are confident if a further appeal be necessary that our
people will be quite willing to contribute further for this most
desirable object. It is a great relief to all concerned to know
that the Mission is now well provided with water.
The Committee had also before them a request by Mr. Tallach
to have five new s'chools opened. The places where these schoob
were asked to be opened were preaching stations without schools.
The natives of these districts at the request of some of the
Chiefs approached Mr. Tallach several times to open schools
so that their children would be taught to read the Bible. Such
a request was difficult to refuse but the Committee having taken
into consideration the state of the funds at present did not feel
justified in authorising the opening of more than two of these
schools meantime. They, however, hoped they would be able in
the near future to open the remaining three. The natives are
quite prepared to erect the schools but the salaries of Teachers
in each school for the first year would <lome to about £24. After
the first year Government grants would wrne in which would
almost cover the whole of the expenses,
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One cannot but be struck with the difference between the dark
natives of Africa who are pleading that their children be taught
that they might be able to read the Bible and the majority
of pwrents in this coun'try who are clamouring to have it banished
out of our schools.
Mi·. Tallach asked permission to erect a building consisting
of three schoolrooms at Ingwenya, at an approximate cost of
£35. He explained that in 1924 the numbe>r of pupils was 120,
in 1936 there were 220, yet in these twelve years there were no
school buildings erected except a small room for domestic teaching.
On account of this increase in numbers they were compelled
to use the Church as a schoolroom which was by no means
desirable or satisfactory. The Committee readily granted permission as requested.
The Committee had also under consideration the necessity of
erecting a new dwelling-house for Dr. Macdonald which in their
opinion was long overdue. The present house was an old hut
to begin with and is now in a dilapidated state owing to the
ravages of white ants. The new house will cost about £150.
I have so far in this report been referring only to the material
side of the Mission. Mr. Tallach will no doubt give an account
of how the Lord is acknowledging our weak efforts in Africa.
The Free Presbyterian Church has been honoured and privileged
to be the instrument in the Lord's hand in bringing His glorious
gospel to these poor benighted people against whom there is
such prejudice on the part of many Europeans because of their
colour. We, however, believe that like ourselves they are sinners
destined to an eternity of bliss or woe, which thought ought
to impress upon us the duty to do our utmost to send them the
Word of God which is the only means of salvation. Our people
have certainly taken a lively interest in the Mission since its
very origin and we trust that that interest will only increase,
in supporting it with their prayers and means. It may surprise
some to know that the average annual contributions of congregations only amount to about £3 10/- ea,ch-that is excluding
St. Jude's, Portree, and Gairloch. This is not what it ought
to be. The Apostle James says, " If:a brother or sister be naked,
L
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and destitute of daiLy food, and one of you say unto them,
depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled, notwithstanding ye give
them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth
it profit ~ Even so faith, ~f it hath not works, is dead, being
alone."
I may give an instance of how the Lord is working among the
young girls in Ingwenya. Mr. Tallach sent me sometime ago
a copy of a letter, which, I think, he meant to send to one of
the Church Magazines but which did not yet appear. He said he
went out one dark night to see that everything was right about the
Mission when he heard voices in the dark school-room.
He
quietly went to see what it was and there he saw two girls who
were not professing, praying each in a corner by herself. The
outcome of this was that other professing girls came to him asking
permission to hold a weekly prayer meeting themselves in the
school. Permission of course was readily granted. That incident
impressed us very much for it showed how the Lord is working
among these young girls. How encouraging and beautiful it
would be to see and hear our young boys and girls praying alone
and meeting together for mutual prayer. Will the young blacks
of Africa rise in judgment against the young people of the Free
Presbyterian Church who had sueh privileges and advantages'
We are pleased to report that Miss Nicolson whose first
contract was for four years intimated that she was prepared
to engage for another year according to the New Regulations
for Teachers. We trust however she will re-engage for many
more years.
The Committee has now revised the Draft Regulations for
Missionaries, Medical Missionaries and Teachers and it is oeing
submitted to the Synod for their consideration.
The Synod will be pleased to know that Mr. Edwin Radasi .
is making good progress at Bonarbridge Higher Grade School
and last y.ear he was again awarded the prize for the best behaved
scholar. We wish again to thank Mr. MacRae, the Head Teacher,
also Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie, Schoolhouse, Ardgay, for the kindly
interest they take in him.
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We have also to thank Mrs. Miller and all the other ladies of the
church who help her and take such a great interest in the Clothing
Fund which has been so useful in supplying material for the
Mission.
Mrs. Miller reports that the income for the year
amounted to £30 16/3, and the expenditure to £28 1/9, leaving
a balance of £2 14/6. That amount is very creditable to Mrs.
Miller and her helpers. The London congregation through the
energetic labours of Miss Sansum sent direct to Africa 311 yards
of material and the ladies of Bayhead congregation sent three
large parcels of useful material. We trust the ladies of other
congregations will follow this good example. Mrs. Miller wishes
to thank very sincerely those who sent anonymous parcels and
contributions.
Miss Nicolson wishes me on her behalf to thank the ladies
of Bayhead con.gregation for the three handsome parcels of
beautiful wool sent through Mrs. Miller which are much
appreciated. These parcels arrived. after she had posted her
report and this accounts for the fact tha.t no mention is made
of them in it.
Mr. H. S. MacGillivray, Dunoon, in his unabated zeal procured
many useful articles for the school. We wish to thank him
sincerely for all his labours. We have also to acknowledge the
voluntary help Mrs. Nicolson and Mrs. Tallach give to the
Mission which is much appreciated.
We would again point out that Dr. Macdonald's medical work
and Miss Nicolson's educational work are only complementary,
yet they are useful adjuncts to the spiritual progress of the
Mission. We must always bear in mind that the chief object
of our Mission in Africa is to bring the light of God's Word
to the poor heathen sitting in darkness and in the shadow of
death. There is very clear evidence that the Holy Spirit is
blessing His own Word through the labours of our mission!"ries
and that should stir us up as a church and individuals to do
our utmost to help on the good work.
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Rev. John Tallach's Report.

I NSTEAD of giving

the usual formal report I think that I
cannot bring our activities and our needs before you, in
a better way than by introducing you to the various stations
visited by us this year. In each case our survey will be brief!
but I shall try to make it as complete as possible.
Taking an elder with us we set off from Ingwenya with
Shangani as our returning point, Stephen's Farm, 12 miles
North-West of Ingwenya is our first call. A school was opened
here last year and the building is already too small for both
congregation and school. As you stand up to preach you find
that the children press right up against your table and on
looking over the people you wonder that they are able to pack
themselves into a space so small, A larger building is to be
built this year. A number of the old Elibeni and Induba people
have found a home on this farm and that has helped to swell
the numbers. The regular preacher is that little man on your
right. He lives 10 miles away and is Amos to name. Sometimes, however, the services are taken by J ames--the serious
looking man with the heavy moustache. James has a way all
his own-the preacher may fully expect him to take up some
of the points of the sermon and press them on the people after
the service is over. He is almost fierce in his intense earnestness
and as he is ' boss-boy' for the white factor he has some earthly
anthority added to his unction. On greeting the people after
service you notice faces you have seen at Ingwenya Communion.
Some are from four miles further on and that makes a 16 mile
walk to Ingwenya.
Three miles from here brings us to Queen's Road where we
turn North on to a good tar-stripped road. Just beyond that
hill on the left, and about four miles from Queen's Mine, we
have a preaching station under Miki. The~e is a good meeting
house and regular services. The people there want a school.
On arriving at Turk Mine (18 miles from Ingwenya) we turn
to the West and make for Mazizini. The people there have
sent three times for us to visit them. This is our first visit
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but after inquiry the road is easily found but we forget to ask
a very important question. Can a motor go along this road?
We soon find that although a car actually can go there the track
is so bad that it would seem to hold a dozen broken springs in
every mile of it. We arrive with no broken springs but with
a great concern as to how we are to return. By way of introducing us, the elder takes the first serv,ice and we follow. We
thank the people for their invitation and express our willingness
to take them on as a regnlar station. After the benediction there
is a pause, the people do not get up to dismiss as you expect.
You wonder, and then a man rises and begins to speak. He is
the chief. He welcomes us in the name of the people, speaks
of the people's desire to come under our care, and promises
his own support should we need it and is finished. A brief
reply from us expressive of our pleasure in visiting them and
we go. We do not forget to ask a better road and to top our
pleasure really find one. "Are services held regularly here'"
" Yes, one of our converts from Stephen's Farm cycles here
each Sabbath." FOl' the time being that question is settled but
how to get a school started is a problem that will worry us for
some time to come.
Again we are on the Queen's Road, and in half an hour we
arrive at Lonely Mine. We still have 10 miles to go before
we reach Bubi. For over 5 years now one of our Ingwenya
elders has been holding services here but this is our first visit.
A visit long overdue. Isaiah and his wife give us a right warm
welcome and a hut is quickly prepared for our use. We are
to wait for the week-end and hold communion services. There is
no building here and Isaiah wishes ns to point out a place for
the Sabbath Services.
A good shady tree is our choice, but Isaiah and some of his
helpers want to make it even better. Various sounds chiefly
connected with sheets of iron surprise us and on taking a turn
to see what they are doing we find that with old iron and some
supports they have made a fair shelter. This is to be our box
or 'tent' tomorrow. The evening brings numbers of people to
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greet us and we are pleased indeed to meet two old friends,
Job and Zandili who did so much in the early days at Usango
where we have two stations now. Job is humble and quiet but
as zealous as ever. He even carries his Bible and Psalm book
in the same bag wc saw with him years ago. The little bag
was made during the war for holding a gas-mask, but with the
Bible it carries protection against a gas more deadly than any
ever invented by Germans. The Communion service is quiet
and orderly except when some cattle herds come rather near
and the dogs make a slight disturbance. There are over 20
people in the Bible Class and these will be forward for examination on our ne,"{t visit (D.V.). Sabbath evening wc go over
to the big hut where we find Isaiah's wife alone. Her husband
bas gono with our elder to hold a service at a kraal some distance
away. In conversation wc find that the couple were often asked
to join up with other missions but always resisted. It is here
that our friend makes an observation which we think worth while
carrying with us. 'You know that when Lobengula, the great
chief sent out his armies he sent them in regiments. Some of
these regiments had better traditions than others and no one
would expect a soldier to leave a regiment with a good reputation
for one less famous even although they all served the same
chief. It would not be right, and it would not be expected.'
And then deliberately-' That is why we stood by Ingwenya all
these years, always hoping to have a meeting-place after our
own mind.' The question of a school is brought forward again
on Monday; we can only promise to do our best. We select
a site for a meeting house and with cries of 'U nga dinwa
lakusasa' (do not be weary to return) we make for Lonely
Mine and Shangani.
After passing through a number of farms and ranches we
find ourselves in .Shangani Reserve, well away from all white
influence. Down here we notice a change. It is hotter, the
country is heavily wooded, and we have none of the cool breezes
which play about Ingwenya. Our friend Ndiyamabombo and
his son Alexander who is teacher give us a welcome so hearty
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that one would think that this is our first visit. This is our
twenty-second visit really.
Here a large hut is always kept
for us and there is even a shed to run our car into. On taking
a stroll to the school you are immediately struck with its clean
and neat appearance. It does look well in its new coat of
coloured clay. Logs from the forest have been cut and the
roundness of two sides taken off, pegs inserted in one side and
there you have seating for both congregation and school. Just
behind is the school rotation plot, one acre in extent. This is
divided into four and a different crop raised in each. A different
quarter is manured each year. In their ignorance natives are
great wasters of good land and this teaches the boys how to
husband the land and grow crops successfully. The Communion
Sabbath here is one to be remembered. You see we are far
away from civilizing influences and the heathenism around you
in these forests is very gross.
Yet on Sabbath we have a
congregation of over 100 people well clothed and orderly while
22 or 25 members sit at the Lord's table. Notice that woman
who is so broken down with weeping. She has a history that
you might like to hear. One of our early school girls, she came
to church and learned much of the Bible. She left school, took
a heathen husband, went back to heathenism, was mourned and
prayed over by missionary and teacher but never came near
church. A baby is born, it dies. Another healthy child is
born, it dies too. Then in the night while she is mourning her
loss some way she sees and hears strange things. She rises
from her mat and is thoroughly convinced that her Visitor was
God himself. Further she is convinced that He has taken her
children from her simply because her present course will make
heathens of them. She is a privileged person. She had an
opportunity to leave heathenism and to bring up her children
for the Lord and she sold it. So, humbled and weeping she
goes to the missionary. True repentance and faith follow. And
on this her first communion-is it any wonder that she is in
tears 'I There is a word that says, 'I will hedge up her ways,'
but I doubt if she will know it. She is here a living sermon
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however, on the subject. As we find ourselves in the presence
of Him who hedged and she who was hedged our hearts turn
sweetly and tenderly towards both. Sabbath night at Shangani
is generally a Psalm singing night as all the family are sweet
singers. Monday sees us on the road and we reach Ingwenya
about 4 p.m. Note that this trip brought us into contact with
five warm-hearted out-stations. Three of these are waiting for
schools.
We go to Usango and this time we turn the car along the
Salisbury road for the first 26 miles. Then North, through a
number of farms until we reach Usango river. Sand is the
trouble here, and sure enough we are stuck; right down to
the running-boards with rear shackles well dug in and wheels
spinning free in the air. There is not much that two of us
can do, so one goes to a fann for help while the other gathers
stones and branches. Shovels, four men and we are again moving.
But we have lost two hours and the sun is already taking leave
of the veldt and we arrive just as darkness comes and are
thankful.
Here we have a good school of 70 and a keen
congregation. Philemon is preacher and we are to wait for
communion. Porridge for our elder and eggs for ourselves begin
to arrive. At the early prayer meeting one of the first arrivals
is our blind friend who did so much to begin work here. What
a lot of young men; bright, clean, respectful-fathers of the
coming generation. Our hearts go out to them as we set life
and death before them. One of these, while yet a boy, led
this blind woman all the way to Ingwenya-50 miles. Monday;
loaded with eggs, pumpkins and fowls and with the wann good
wishes of the ,people we set out on the return journey to Sitole's
kraal. In spite of branches laid in sand we are again stuck
but reach our destination in daylight.
The services here are held by Sitole, a humble and upright
man. At the time of his conversion he was already married
in the native way, but wanting to put everything in order he
came along with his wife to be married in Christian form. As
the time for the marriage drew on I went up to the church
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expecting the parties to be there but I could see no one. On
turning away I heard a sound and on a second look I found
Sitole on his knees praying for a blessing on his marriage. His
oldest child would be 16 years at this time! About 80 people
meet here each Sabbath and they are due a school since three
years. We promise them that if possible they will be the first
to get one. A more loyal, zealous and patient people than they
are no minister could wish for.
As we come along the Salisbury road and towards Ingwenya,
we come to a cross road marked Shanbani and eighteen miles
down this road we arrive at Bushstick. Four times have the
people here sent for us. Our elders have gone and preached
occasionally and even this scant encouragement has brought out
over 100 people. We call first on the white proprietor and with
hearts before the Throne and our lips to human ears we get
a tardy permission to begin work among the people. The leading
men are called and after a talk regular services and a school
are promised. People are thirsting for the Word.
Still on the Usango road and towards Inyati we have" a kind
of preaching station." I said a "kind of one" for I cannot'
describe it in a better way. The place is about 30 miles from
Ingwenya. When I was visited by one of their men I told him
of the impossibility of our promising a school in the meantime,
but he replied that the people were willing to wait for a school
but that they specially wanted the preaching of the Gospel.
None of our people are near there so what was to be done"
I knew of no fit person among the people themselves. Turning
the matter prayerfully over I suddenly saw light. 'Can you
yourself read?' I asked. ' Yes, a little.' ' Well here is a Bible
and Psalm-books for you, you go and gather the people each
Sabbath, read the Word and sing the Psalms with them and
we will see what the Lord has yet in store for you.' So away
he went and that is all they have, but with the blessing of the
Lord it is plenty. I was pleased to see this same man present
at last communion and to all appearance an eager listener. r
have an idea that he himself will be the first to be blessed through
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this somewhat extraordinary beginning. Men like him cleave
to one's very spirit.
Back again at Ingwenyu we go to Elibeni where we built 8
new meeting house last year. The bricks were made of reu
clay, and the building put up in wet weather. It fell. We are
preparing to build again, this time with white ant-hill bricks.
The number of people gathering here comes up to well over
the hundred mark and is thus up to the Old Elibeni strength.
Elibeni was always a bright spot in our mission life, and there
are indications that the closing of the old place was only the
dimming of the light prior to trimming for greater brightness.
We have but few people at Morven and we had to close the
school as it does not come up to the necessary average which
is 20 pupils.
Cameron School, called after Mr. Cameron is on the Fingo
location and so is permanent. The first thing that strikes us
here is the number of old men there are. We hav·e four elders
here. Stephen, that stout man, is by himself. Full of love. The
other Sabbath he startled me by beginning to sing a Psalm after
the service was over. It was the 126th and his feeling as he
sang the last verse heartened at least one wearied sower. The
building here i.~ in a bad state and wc are to build a new one
this year.
Stephen Hlazo's farm is at Que Que and the road being a
main one the drivp is a comfortable one. The little church in
Stephen's house feel themselves isolated as they are about 140
miles from Ingwenya, and that may be why we are welcomed
with such zest and why the parting i.., not always without tears.
And now for Ingwenya itself. We will begin with the school.
Here is one room with 84 children in two classes and under one
teacher. There ii> another teacher with 70 pupils in t,wo grades
and still another with 80 also in two grades. The total number
of children is 300 yet our staff is the same as last year. Another
teacher is certainly wanted and more; the Department will
demand it. If we were working on a strictly grant earning basis
we could pay another on the spot but we are working on a quota
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basis and that means that we cannot be awarded above a certain
figure fixed early in the year. This year we were awarded about
£80 less than the amount we actually earned. We will now look
at the accommodation. Sleeping room is a squeeze but it is there
however. When it comes to class rooms it is different. Take
the first room we visited (Standards, 2 and 3), there you see
a number of children on the floor. It is not a question of desks
and seats, we have desks unused by these dasses, but there is
no space for them. Now here is the church crowded out with
grades' A' and' B' along with Standard one. It is impossible
to keep walls and windows etc., in order with a crowd like this.
We do not hold with the sacredn€Ss of buildings, but children
are apt to be as free in worship as in school if the one building
is used for both purposes. I think that is the tendency anyway.
And our church too has grown too small for its own use. With
130 or so children in Sabbath School the nearness of the teachers
to each other does not make for good teaching. It was sad too,
to sce so many young people turn away from the services last
communion; no room. With all these girls living here (105), we
have had to get a house-mother, and we have found an excellent
one in Mrs. Radasi. Her duties' Well she gives out the food,
sees that all have plenty to cat, takes worship night and morning
and generally exercises a refining and Christian influence on
the girls. For this she gets £1 per month. Is it all worth
while' That question is soonest answered by asking another.
Do we wish that these future mothers should be converted to
the Lord' Last year 8 of them came forward, and from 12
to 15 have a prayer-meeting once or twice a week all of their
own. There are indications of others following them. Surely
the Lord offers an extraordinary opportunity to us by placing
these girls in our hands and I think that anyone who has received
the Spirit of Christ will appreciate that. "Take this child away
and nurse it for me and I will give thee thy wages." Month
after month, they are taught the Bible and have the claims of
the Gospel pressed on them in a way they could not have were
The opportunity constitntes a
they living in theJr kraals.
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challenge to us. As the Lord blesses them we have to take up
the challenge with Him and with no other.
Now in this survey I find that a nwnber of Scripture portions
have been suggested to me while writing. We all pray I Oli
that thou wouldest enlarge my coasts,' but in that prayer have
we left out the consideration that if it is answered it will mean
more concern and more material help from us7 Are we ready
to come under these new burdens 7 It seems clear that we must
either deny ourselves or deny these people God's Word, and
with Matt. 28 v. 19, in our ears it seems clear that the denial
must come from us. I We hear that command coming to us down
from everlasting love by way of the Cross and the Lord of
Calvary will take no I nay' from us in a matter that lies so
near His heart and purpose. Let us go up at once and possess
it for we are well able to overcome it.'
We have to thank many during the year but especially Mrs.
Nicolson on the ground here. We cannot say how much we are
indebted to her for help in the Domestic Work. We do not
forget our little helpers in the Sabbath Bchools of Stornoway,
POl'tree, Oban, Raasay, Dwnbarton, Winnipeg and Vancouver.
May the Lord raise up missionaries from among them.

7.

Report by Miss ]. Nicolson, M.A.

I NGWENYA Boarding School, in common with all the other
schools in Matabeleland, is this year full to overflowing.
There are three hundred children, and three of our teachers
have each over eighty pupils. Mr. Tallach has come to the
rescue and teaches for an hour each day.
You can picture the Beginner's Class composed of 85 small
children (native children are all small until they reach the age
of thirteen or fourteen). The boys in this class have spent four
or five years as herd-boys before coming to school. Armed with
long sticks they have driven the cattle out on the veldt each
morning, and returned with them in the evening. They have
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spent the day clambering on the backs of the oxen, setting the
bulls of rival herds to fight, racing on the calves and donkeys
and stealing honey from the wild bees' hives. Is it any wonder
that when they come to school, they find it much easier to scramble
over one another's backs than to walk in normal fashion across
the flood The little girls have had on the whole a less tmbulent
childhood. For the last few years they have helped the mother
to look after the younger children and have had almost invariably
a baby strapped on their backs.
In this class hygiene has to be more practical than in any other.
One day in the week is chosen as head-washing day and all those
whose curls are grey with dust are used for demonstration
purposes and plunged in a bath of water. Another day is tooth
day and a plant is shown the stem of which makes an excellent
brush. Then on slate-washing day there is shown a method of
cleaning, more hygienic than using the tongue! These children
come from kraals within a radius of two or three miles. Some
belong to our own people, others to heathen homes.
Echoes of a contrasting home-life can sometimes be heard at
the Mission, as, for instance, when we hear the children singing
and dancing on moonlight nights until late in the night, or when'
a girl appears in school voiceless, having dan:ced and sung at
a wedding-feast for two nights through. Or when on Sabbath
night, a continuQus murmur of talk is heard, with an occasional
shout and drunken call, and one knows a beer-drink is being
held in a heathen kmal and mothers and fathers, old men ana
women sit drinking far into the night.
How secure the girls who live on the Mission appear in
contrast! There are a hundred and six of them thi., year, and
over thirty were refused admittance from lack of room. They
are a happy company despite the fact that they have little
leisure time. In the late afternoon, groups of girls sit sunning
themselves outside their dormitories, with their mending or
crotchet, while others wander in ,the fields in search of idelele
to cook and eat with their evening meal of thick porridge, or
they gather some of the variety of wild fruits, wild plums,
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apples or olives. All the plants are known by names, and all
have some legendary virtue as cures for various ills.
Inkunzana, the soap plant, is the most interesting of all, giving
a thick lather when the leaves are placed in water. Meanwhile
the girls whose turn it is to fetch watel', go back and fore to
the well. This is a joyful errand when the well is ful,l, but
when the well runs dry, they are out at dawn to get the first'
flow before the house boys drain it dry, or they sit for an hour
or more by the old well near the river, waiting in turn with
people of the neighbouring kraals. That is why no gift from
home could be so welcome as money for a new well, and Ingwenya
girls are grateful to the kind friends who made it possible.
During the year other welcome gifts have been received. From
Fladda, Raasay, there has come another large parcel of beautiful
home-spun wool. This is being kept as a special treat for the
last term of school, as no class is so popular with women and
girls as the knitting class. The Bayhead Congregation of North
Uist have sent a gift of money for the boys, who have never
before received a gift ear-marked for themselves. Already they
are equipped with spades and hoes, and as half the money still'
remains, some tools for the woodwork class will also be bought.
The boys have a garden of mealies, kafIT corn and 'beans, and
Mr. Tallach has laid out little vegetable plots near the new well,
which are to be cared for by them.
To interest the parents a small show-of-work was held at the
end of last year. Mr. Patrick Nzamo, our senior elder, was'
chosen to present the prizes and a few of the leading men to
exhort the parents. Great interest was shown in the work, which
included the best in all classes, garments of all kinds, crotchet'
an'd beadwork done by the older girls, with woollen j'erseys, socks
and scarves. There were four wool rugs shown, made from the
materials sent by Mr. ,McGillivray last year. Large haskets made
of ilala (palm leaf) brought from Shangani 90 miles off, smaller
ones woven of local grasses, and three-legged clay pots, were
much admired, as these are seldom made now by people who
have recourse to the local store. The boys showed ox skeys, and
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wooden stools, with samples of grain from the mealie-field. After
having tea the parents went home, apparently well-pleased.
We eagerly look forward to the parcels of sewing materials
sent by Mrs. MacIntyre, Mrs. Miller, and Miss Sansurn, and we
are never disappointed.
To all the friends who have so generously remembered the
children and school during the past year we send our wannest
thanks.

Report of Deputy to Canada and Australia.
By

REV.

J. P.

MOQUEEN.

LEAVING Greenock by the S.R "Duchess of York," on the
27th October, 1934, after a someWlhat rough passage, the
liner l'OO.chted Montre3J1 the following SatUl·day morning.
At
Toronlto station late that nighlt I was met by Mr. R. Gampbell and
his son who {I11Ove me fu their home, where I remained for nine
• dn.ys, during which five services were held in Bloor Street Presbyterian Ghurch. The services were well attended iliroughout,
increasing on each succes&ivo occasion. Oue of the services was
in GaeLic. The thanks of the ohurch are due to Mr. and Mrs.
Gamrpbell, Toronto, for the gtenerous reception an{l hospitality
eXlteruded to all our deputiJeis on both too outwaro and homeward
journeys. Even the drive to the Niagara Falls, 100 miles away,
shows the interest taken by Mr. Duncan Gampbell, Oshawa, in
our church and its deputies.
I broke We jOUTIlJeY to WinJn~pog by a call of two {lays at
F.ort-William, Ontari'o, wheJ:e a Gaelie service was held at the
house of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Newington, w'h~re also our d'epulties
~eooive Q oor{lial and hospiltable rec.eption.
Winnipeg was readhed iOIIl the 16th November, where I r~mained
till 10th January, having eon<lucted ibhe usual three Sabbath
services as we'll as the weekly prayer-meeting an Wednesday.
During all the ti:me- I was in Winnipeg I stayed witJh Mr. and
Mrs. John IWss, whJose intJerest in our cause there is evinced
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by the fa<"1; that they accepted only a nominal weekly payment
for board and resi{ience. Our people in Winnipeg are to be
admired for having so faithfuilly adhered to our Church, 11JOtwithstanding the many seve:oo trials they have had to undergo.
Plx>bwbly no cOll~regaltion of our Church has had to face such
fiery ordeals; 'a fact wmch should move those of our people
at home, who can, to help the struggling faithful few in this
congregation to payoff the heavy debt on their church buiLding.
On the' j<ournoy fl'Om Winnipeg to Vancouver I stayed fur
seven days in the bospitwble home of Mr. and MrS. Angus Bea'ton,
Ca!lgary, Alberta, during 'w'hicll five services were held, including
a Gaelic service on Swbbath in the public libm.ry. Considering
that the thermometer registered 39 degrrees below zero, the services
were well attended.
Mr. and Mrs. Beaton desffi"Ve and, no
doobt wiU receive, our Churdh's II1lIOSt cordial thanks for lavishly
enItertaining, free of clJJarge, -all our deputies going to 'and from
Vancouver. As this city happened to be in the grip of gastric
influenza at tIle ,time, I sacriS.ced the lawful pleasure of beholding,
during ,daylight, the W'Ol'1d-famed Canadian Rockies, in order to •
vi·Sli.t 'these patienJts in their respective homes, ,a sacrifice which
W'8,S more ;than compensated for <on the return journey a year
aud a haJf later.
On this journey I had myself an attack of tiro gastric influenza,
the only illness, except sea-sickness, which I experienced during
those two years.
The train' following the one in which I
traveUed was the last to r(Jach Vancouver for the next Iten ,days,
awiIlg\ to snow-slides in the Rockies, some of the depots being
seventeen feet Ul'1der SD!OW, while the mal'Ooned pasS(Jngers
l"eceiV'ed the necessaries of ~ife dropped from aeroplanes. Owing
to the influeooa already referred to, I was uIlJllible to /take the
first Sabbath sorvices in Vancouver, the only service I missed
during the two years. Remaining ill Vancouver from the 17th
January, WI the 27th March, I sailed for Sydney, leaving Rev.
D. M. MacDonaLd, Portree, in ch8lrge of the VancouVlOr cOIL,,"Tegation. Our Van.couver congregation is one of !the most loyal
in our Churoch, and Mr. Hugh MacKay, our wOlthy missionary
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there, lis a m3JIl o.f inde.fatigalbleenergy in the discharge of the
heavy duties devolving on him. In additioiJ. to three services, one
of them in Gaelic, he c<mducts and .supe;rintends a Sabbath
School, while also working six days of the week. Notwithsltanding
his most cheerful willingness and ,tireless energy, he needs help,
and our ministers should carefully and prayerfully consider
Canad,ian-Ma<ledonian cries .foa: help. Mrs. MacK;ay I also found
a kindly and genetous 'hostess.
Except when prevented by sea-sickness we had worship every
night in my cabin till v:e reached Auckland, New Zealand,
where MrS'. Macpiherson disembarked for home. Five took part
in this worship ea0h night. As previously arranged by Mrs.
Macpherson, M.r. DUIlJCan M'ackenzie, a native o.f Diabeg, Torridon, had engaged a hall, the expenses of which were defrayed
by himself and Mr. John MacLeod, a native of Jt.he Isle of Rona,
preVlious to our arrival.
Thanks are especially due to Mr.
Duncan M'ackenzie for the inJterest he takes in our cause in New
Zealand. There were also present at this service Mx. and Mrs.
BeatoDJ, natives of Shieldaig, who drove in for the occasion from
Matiere, King Countxy, a distance of 193 miles, Mr. Beaton
afterwards declaring Itiliat the pmyer he had offered up since
he arrived in New ZealllJIld in 1:902, had been .fulfilled-that a
Free Presbyteri3JIl deputy would preach on New Z€aland soil
before he died, and that he himself would be present to hear him.
On arriving at Sydney's famous harbour we were welcomed
by many Free Presbyterians, l~presenting many parts of the
Highlands and: Islands as well as Caithness. During the weekend I stayed with Mrs. MacGregor, whose husband had been
with me from Vancouver. Mrs. MacGregor is a sister of the
Rev. Finlay MacLeod, and herself and her husband· are deeply
interested in our cause in Australia. I went out later to W oll6ngong where I spent a very pleasam.t and edifying time with
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Shaw, natives of Glendale, six of whose
family I baptised on the return j,ourney. I held a service in
HnrstviUe Memorial Hall, Sydney, before proceeding up to
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Grafton.
Police-ConstflJble Macaskill, a native of Lochinver,
drove me from Sydney Harbour to Hurstville on arrival.
When I realChed Grafton on the 27th April, I was JIlet at
the IStatiolll, and ma<le cOl'diaHy welcome to "Sunny Australia,"
by Mr. Hugh Grant, our worthy elder, Mr. Soowart Maclachlan,
our deacon, and Mrs. WaIter Scott. In Grafton I remained for
eight and a half months, as, when the stipulated original six
months bad expired, Mr. Grant, in the uame of QUI' BushgroveGrafton congregation, sought arud obtained about nine wooks'
extension. Two services were conducted each Sabbath and a
prayer-meeting on Tuesday in Grafton, while a prayer-meeting
was held in Mr. Grant's Ihome in BrUlshgrove, every Wednesday.
Bru9hgrove is 'about 15 miles up the Clarence RiVlOr from Grafton.
At the request of memibers, through Mr. Grant, the KirkSession decided to have a communion service at which, wc are
pleased and thankful to say, Mr. J,ames Kidd, our elder from
Baillintd, Richmond River, was preserut. His brother Alexander,
a!l~o an elder, was present at the previous baptismal service,
when the seven children of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Shaw wlere
baptised. Mr. Shaw, who now, with the help of Mr. Stewart
MaclMhlan, our deacon, conducts the services in Grafton, is
a nephew of the Kidd bl1Others.
Mr. and Mrs. Sha,w were
l'ooeived as members for the first time, and Miss Flora Shaw,
sister of Donald Shaw, waJs received back as a member from
the local Free Presbytedan Church of Australia. She takes a
~ery deep interest in 0'111' Church and its distinctive testimony.
Sinoo the late Rev. Walter Scott left Brushgrove in 1909, Mr.
Hugh Grant conducted the services there, which he still carries
on in his own home, while MeSlSrs. J ames and Alexander Kidd
minister faithfully to our people in Ballina, Richmond River.
.At this point I wish to express on my OWlIl behalf, and I feel
sure on the Church's behalf, our deep gratitude to Mrs. Walter
Seott and her sisters, with Mr. and Miss Grant, who, previous
to the arrival of the Deputy, had resolved to give him boaJ:"d
and residence, free of 'charge. I generally stayed at Brushgrove
from Wednesday till Saturday. Their kindness, hospitality and
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generosity were lavishly dispensed, and I shall feel grateful to
both families while meITJlOry endures. Our Brushgrove-Grafton
people gave many tangible tokens of their appreciation and
gTatitude. Owing to certain circumstances I did not visit the
Baillina section of our Brushgrove-Grafton congregation.
Returning to Sydiney I held four services 'there, in addition
to the baptismal servi{Je in WoUongong, two of these being held
in the Baptist Church, kindlly put at our disposal by Pastor
Leghorn, who also invited his own congregation to be present.
We wish to 'thank the following people in Sydney fm their
hospitality and the interest shown in our ehrurch :-Mr. Farquhar
Matheson, a native of Plackton', who is a most enthusiastic Free
Presbyteriain and who does aJJ in his pawer for the comfort
and welfare of our deputies, also Mr. and Mrs. MacGregor, Mr.
and Mrs. Gordon Dennis, Mr. John Sinclair, a native of Wiek,
Mrs. Ma;cNeil, 'a na:cive of Skye, and her daughter Mrs. Maeaulay,
while by no means forgetting the services a8 precentor of Mr.
Ma0phee, a brother of the St. Jude's precentor.
I have pleasure in informing; the Synod that our people in
Australia highly appreciated the vistis of former deputiesRevs. D. Mackenzie and R. Mackenzie, and have still pleasant
memories of their visits and labours.
Leaving Sydney on the 20th December by the S.S. "Monowai,'"
we reached Auekland on the 23r,d, where I was met by Mr.
and! Mrs. Fletcher and family, with whom I stayed that nigh't.
I left with Mrs. Fletcher next day to visit her parents at Matie:re,.
Mr. and Mrs. Be~,ton already referred to. While here I visited
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Kennebh Ma:cLean, Otangiwai, both
from Shieldaig, of which congregation Mrs. MacLean was a
member before proceeding to New Zea'land. Here the sacrament
(If baptism was dispensed to their grandchild, Chrissie Camy.
Next day a baptismal service was helw in the home of
and Mrs. Beaton, when geVen of their own ten children
twelve of their grand-<ehildren were baptised. We feel sure
jf Mr. Beaton was at home jn this country he. as well as
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Shaw, Wollongong, Australia, would have adorned the offiC'e
of eldership, sQ tha,t we had no conscientious scruples in granting
the solemn and precious privilege, for which each had waited
so long, ,their children and grandi-children having' been carefully
taught in Scriptural knowledge and the Shorter Ca~echism. On
Sabbath a service was held in the Otangiwai Hall,. Matiere,
which was well attended, the congregation including some Maoris
and their children. Since I left, Mr. Beaton has been holding
services regularly in his own home. The Maoris are one of the
most refined and intelligent native races in the world.
I left, Matiere late on Monday the 30th December, and, after
a few hours' rest in Hamilton, proceeded: by 'bus on the two
days' JOUl'ney to Tokomaru Bay, From Hamilton to Rotorua,
the world-famed hot spring district, is the most beautifully rich
and fertile land in New Zealand. From RotoI'ua to Opotiki the
landscape is typical of the Islal1Jd, but the six hours' 'bus run
from Opotiki to Gisborne is in many respects more wonderful
in awe-.inspiring scenery than even the Canadian Rockies.
Through a series of hair-pin bend5 the road winds its course
over cliffs and precipices, rising in some places to several
thousand feet, with only a foot between the 'bus and the edge
of the precipices, which rise sheer from the ravines and gorges
below.
After a night's rest in Gishorne I reached Tokomaru Bay at
mid-day on New Yiear's Day, 1936, and after spending a most
pleasant, and, I hope, edifying day and alight wi'th Mr. and Mrs.
Macpherson, and their nine exceptionally healthy children, amid
ideal surroundings, and having' held a service at night, next day I
resumed the journey back to Rotorua, and on the following day
to Auckland. After I bade Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher, their family,
and Mr. Duncan MacKenzie farewell, the R.M.S. " Aorangi " left
'Auckland for Canada 'on Tuesday morning, 'the 7th January.
Though my fortnight's rush through North New Zealand
resembled American: Ihustle and bustle, I thoroughly enjoyed my
visit to this interesting 'Island, 'especially beeause, notwithstanding the prevalence of Romanism and religious indifference, there
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aTe here and there amid 'the general desolation groups of the
finest types of Christians. If our dear Churclh had the manpower as far as the ministry is concerned, ".. .i th the necessary
financial resources, New Zealand and Australia would prove
exeellent fiekls for mi:ssionary enterprise.
As it is, in the
language of my predecessor, Rev. R. Mackenzie, M.A., "I for
one shall not welcome the d'ay wh'en the Free Presbyterian Church
of Scotland shall cease to be represmited in Australia." OUI'
people there are few but exemplarily loyal, and everything
possible should be done, in the way of collecting money in order
to send a deputy at regular intervals of a few years, til'l such
time as a pastor is permanently settled there.
Having arrived at Vancouver on the 23rd January, where I
was met by k;illd friends, I stayed there till Thursday night,
the 28th May, When, af'ter giving a little assistance at the
communion to our late dear friend, Rev. Donald MacLeod,
Shieldaig, I left for Winnipeg.
After the usual Sabbath
services in the public libmry and one service in Mr. Angus
Beaton's home on Monday, I left Calgary for Brook, Saskatchewan, on Tuesday morning, 2nd June. At Brock station I was
met by Mr. Thomas MacDonald, who drove me to his home,
where I spent a very happy day and night, a service having
been held in his home on the night of my arrival. Here amid
the almost oppressive loneliness and monotony of the vast prairies
of Saskatchewan our WOl'thy friend's characteristic brig,htness
and cheerful temperamental disposition, fortified by a live~y
Christian faith, staoo him in good stead. Owing to those in
charge being on holiday in Scotland there, was no service held
in Saskatoon, an unavoidable omission which was made good
by the Rev. Donald ¥acLe~d on his way back to Winnipeg. Hc
reported that the num:ber present at the services he held there
was very encouraging.
After again rendering ]'vIr. MacLeod 'a little assistance at the
communion service over which he presided in a most able and
edifying' manner, I took my leave of our Winnipeg friends on
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the 22nd' September. Three new members were received at this
Communion, and there I saw Mr. MacLeod for the last time
in this world. En route to Detroit, via Toronto, I called for
two days at Fort-William, Ontario, where a Gaelic service was
held. Resting for the cight at TorontQ, I left for Detroit on
the 26th September. I was mct at the Detroit station by Mrs.
Speed MacKenzie and bel' daughte1:, at whose very hospitable
home I stayed while there. Three services, including a Gaelic
'One, were held in a local hall on Sabbath, and the same the
fo~lowing' Sabbath. In addition, a baptismal service was held,
at which three childn:en were thus received into the visible church.
We wish sincerely to thank Mrs. Speed MacKenzie for her
great kindness and generosity, and Mr. Kenneth MacKenzie, her
brother-in-law, for his practical interest in 'Our church, and also
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Morrison for so liberally entmtaining our
ministers, and for their general practical interest in our cause
As there are no regular services in Detroit, future
there.
deputies would be well 'advised to give more of their time to
our people there.
In response to repeated l invitlttions from Mr. W. B. Nicolson
and his mother herself, I left Detroit for Buffalo on the 4th
October.
I stayed with Mrs. Maciver while thore.
Three
services were held, two in Gaelic and one in English. All the
services were \Vdl attended, some of the people having come
as far as the Nill!gara Falls, sixty miles away. I spent, while
here, a pleasant night with Mr. and Mrs. MacDonald, whel'C
'Our ministers are always made cordially welcome.
All the
Buffalo friends treated me with the utmost cordiality and
hospitality.
I left Buffalo for Rodney, Ontario, on Saturday morning,
-arriving about six at night at my destination, when I was met
by Mr. MacLennan and his sister-in-law, Dr. Holdom.
Thc
following Sabbath two services were held in the local
school-house, and another in Mr. and Mrs. MacLennan's home
'On Monday. The usual kindness and hospitality were dispensed
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by this much respected couple. Mr. John R. Mackay Munro who
came with his mother all the way from Simcoe to the Rodney
&lrvices, drove me to their home on Monday, a distance of
about 100 miles, and again the following mQrning to Taronto,
his mother and sister accompanying us. For this service on
behalf of our Church and myself wo sincerely thank him. A
service was held that night in Bloor Street Presbyterian Church,
Toronto, which was well attended.
I loft next night for
Montreal, embarking for home on the S.S. "Duchess of York,"
which arrived at Greenock on the 24th October.
At the end of a hurriedly written and verbose report, I beg
sincerely to thank all the various friends in the places visited
for many tangible tokens of goodwill and appreciation. May
our'"praying peoplo at home constantly remember our friends
in Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the U.S.A.
Finally
may I be enabled to thank the bountiful Giver of every good
and perfect gift for Ilis minute superintending care of me
throughout, over both land and sea.

Finance Committee's Report.
By

REV.

N.

MACINTYRE.

T HE corn/bined Funds of rthe Church a.s detailed in the Tabular
View of Accounts. in comparison with the previous year's
While there is a doorease of £29 in
th:e total of all Funds' received from the four Presbyteries,
Lega.cioo are inroreased by £480, donatiQlIls by £250 and Interest
by £3, thus accoUIlJting for the increase of £704.

toW, ismci1"e8:SOd by £704.

Sustenta·tion Fund. 'J)h~ increase of £1,102 in the total Income
to the Sustentation Fund is partly accounted for by the increase
in Legacies, w'hile in th~ COIllgl"egational Contributions there is
a docI1oose of £114 as compared with the previous Y'€J!lr. On
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the other side the e.,"'<penditure is increased by £82, and in excess
of the Income for the year by £849. The Synod will observe
thn.t the Congr€gatiOiIlal Contributions come far short of the
present requirements of the Fund. For the in.formaltion of the
Synod a review of the Fund for the past five years is attaohed.

Jewish and Foreign Missions Fund. The Income to this Fund
comes short of last year's figure by £871.
The decrease is
accounted for by a drop in the Legacios received. It will be
observed how'eVJer that itlle Congl'eg'ational Contri'butions are
inereased by £141. The expenditUl'C for the year is decl'8<'1SCd
by £58 and the balOO1oo now on hand docroased by £121.
Home Mission Fund. With a Gift of £200 and a L€lga.cy of
£1.00 we are this year abl{} to transEeT the sum of £778 16s. Id. to
the Sustentation Fund, while this swn is an incTC3JSC of £249
on last year it comes short of the IlIlIlOU'tlt required. for payment
of our 'Mig;;iolllaries.
Aged and Infirm Mmiste1's' and Widows' and 01'phans' Fund.
The bailiance on hand and carried forward this year is increased
by £117 on last year's f\,crul1C.
College Fund. The usual AllnL1:.tl Grant of £30 was made to
each of our six Sltudonts and a balance of £238 188, Id. carried
forward.
General Building Fund. A Dividend of 9d. pier £ was paid on
all claims sent in for reduotion of debt on Church and Manse
Buildings, with a balance of £26 6s. 9d. carried forward. The
Synod will be asked to comsiideT the Qhanging of the date of
this AIliIlual Collooti'Oll from DecomlJcT to JUDJe or July.
Organisation Fund. With the Anonymous Gift of £200 this
Fund was able to meet the heavy strain put npon it by the
expense of having two Synods in the )'lOOr. In view of the
balance on hand being 11eduood to £40 it would 00 advisable
to have this eoUectioo al'SO taken at an earlier date.
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Theological Tutor's Report.
By REV. D. BEATON.

DURING the session there were three students attending the
theological classes-Messrs. Alexander. Macaskill, Wallace
B. Nicholson and John A. MacdonalJ. In theology lectures were
delivered on the Doctrine of Man (Anthropology) and such
questions as his ,creation, the fall, the will, total depravity,
Creationism, Traducianism, Dichotomy and Trichotomy,
etc., were dealt with. It is a department of:' sytematic
theology that brings the student face to face with some of the
most difficult and intricate questions in the realm of theology.
. Closely connected with this expository lectures were delivered
on the secon,d half of the Confession of Faith in which its
doctrines were expounded and the controversies that raged round
some of them were explained.
In Church Law, Sir Henry
Moncrieff's Practice of the Free Church of Scotland was used
as a text book amd the students were introduced to the recognised
procedure in the Church courts. A text-book was also used in
Church Polity and the leading principles of the various forms
of church government were discussed. The Scriptural grounds
for Presbyterianism also came under review.
Fm general Church History a text-book was used covering the
p'eriod from the Reformation down to modern times. In Scottish
Church History lectures were delivered on the important period
from 1560 to 1660-from the Reformation to the Restoration.
In Pastoral Theology it was only on certain subjects such as
the administration of the Sacraments (!baptism and the Lord's
Supper) ,and the administration of marriage according to Scottish
law that I was able to give lectures. In additiOlD. to all this
students were expected to read their New Testaments with a
view to being examined in the class examinations. There were
two of these-one at the middle and the other at the end of
the session. . The results of these exams. have alrea.dy been
reported. It gives' me' pleasure to report to the Synod that
the students attended with commQlldable dHigence to their work.
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Editor's Reports on Church Magazines.
By REV. D. BEA~I'ON.
THERE is nothing of outs,tanding interest to report in regard
to the Fre,e Presbytetiam Mag~zine. That it is appreciated
by many outside our Church is ~videnced by the fact tha't articles.
appearing in its pages have been repriI1tedJ in other religious
magazines. Perhaps it should be pointed out that owing to the
rise in the price of paper, the price of the Magazine may have
to be increased. Mean'time, however, this is left in abeyance.
The Young People's Magazine which has now been before the
Church for a year is evidently filling a felt want as is evidenced
by the interest taken in it by our young people and those woo
are no longer YoOung. I have been greatly encouraged by receiving from young readers extracts from books \vhich they were
reading and which they wished reproduced in their own Magazine.
Some of them also showed 'their interest by holping the Magazine
financially. We began by printing 1000 copies; this has now
increased to 1200 and we hope a further increase will be received
for the coming year.
It gives me great pleasure to tender my sincere thanks to
ministers, missionaries, teachers, aJIld young readers who have
helped me in my editorial labours during 'the year.
Thom the financial standpoint members of Synod will see that
there is ,a credit balance to the Free Presbyteri!;tn Magazine Fund
of £62 4/4d. This includes the donation of £50 received last
year. It will thus be seen that our balance of this year compared
with last year when this amount is ,deducted is about £4 less.
T·his is more than accounted for by a drop of £15 18/4d to
the Free Distribution Fund.
There are outlying accounts
amounting to £31 1/7d.
In regard to the Young People's Magazme the first year ended
with a balance of £66 4/3d which includes 'the £50 received
as a donation Iast year. There are outlying accounts to the
amount of £11 6/- at the end of the financial year; half of this
has since been received. 'l'his is much more favourable than was
anticipated and it is gratifying to know that there is such a
favourable balance.
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Report of Law and Practice Commitee.
By REV.

D.

BEATON.

THE

Conunittee have delegated to a small Sub-Committee
the task of pl'epal'ing a draft Handbook for Office-bearers
which when approved by the parent Committee will be circulated
to Presbyteries for consideration, in accordance with the
instructions of the Synod. The work of the Sub-Committee will
entail much time and labour. The ground already covered does
not warrant any detailed accou'nt to this meeting of Synod.

Foreign Missions Regulations.
By

REV.

N.

MACINTYRE.

I. The Fl'ee Presbyterian Church of Scotland, through its
Jewish and FOl'eign Missions' Committee acting by the authority
and subject 0 the approval of the Synod, selects, appoin.ts and
sends forth to its present fields in South Africa) or any other
field that may hereafter be taken up, the following 0lauses of
Missionaries : 1. 01'dained Ministers, who have passed through the l'egular
course of Arts and Theology.
2. Medical Grudw:£t'es, ~vho have been ordai ned after a two or
three years' study of Theology.
3. Ce1'tijicated Teachers, holding special qualifications in
, Domestic or Irndustrial subjects, and where possible members
or office-bearers of tho Church.
n. Medical Certijica~f :-All appointments shall be subject
to a satisfactory Medical Certificate both for Missionaries,
Medical Missionaries, and their wives or those who go out to
be married to them, and for Teachers.
Ill. Relation between 01'dained EU1'opean Missionaries, the
native Church and the Church at home.
1. Ordained Missionaries. Wht>ll Sill OTdained Missionary, who
is not a member of a Mission Presbyrory i'S home on
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furlough or sick leave, ]re shall 00 regarded as a memb,e:r of
the Pres'bytery by W1h~'ch hte was ordaiJnJed, and aJso a member
of Syrrwd during-too time of his fm'lough or sick leave,
and he shall have a~l th/O rights runKl privilegoes of membars
of suoh Courts, am:d during llliJs furlough or sick leave, the
Praslbytary to wihich he belongE shail'l bo empowered to co-opt
an Elder m ,one OIf the oongrega1IDns within their bounds,
who shall also be a mmnoor: of tho Presbytery and Synod.
2. All' Ol1daiJned MiStSiJanJaries, not members of ,a Mission
Pres'bytery, shaH be subject for pmposes of d!iScipline to
the jurisdiction of the Presbytery which ordained them.
3. AN membors, l[)aJtivl€ or Europe-run, othill' than Ordained
MissionJaries and MediQal Mia,siona:r::i{,"S, shall be subject to
the jurisdi:cti'On of thoe Mission Kirk Session to which th~y
belong with rigihJt of appeai to the Synod, it being understood. that an cases of discipline shall be l~rUed to the

Com'r:n.ittee.
IV. Te"m of Office :-All Missiaruaries and Medical Missialar;iles are appointed for life, sU!bject to the discipline of tJhe
OhUl'M Courts. But al~ such appoi'lltm.cntJs may be IOOrmina,ted,
on thle one band, by resiJg1na1Jion duly tendered to the CommittJee,
six months' notice being given,rund by them accepted; or, on tho
otlhter, by :resolution of iJhle CK»nmittoo for special reasons, subject
to confirmation by the Syrrwd on the report of such reasons. In
the latter <llliSe, a yeaT's notice to date from the resolution of
the Oo.rnmittee, or a year's sailary, will he given, allO!I1g wilth $turn
pas~ if the MissiJorualt:Y so rccal'1ed should be abroad.
Teachem aIre appoillited on a wr~tten engagam.~nt for five :WaTS
from thie date of l~nding at the pr.i.ncipal pod of the oountry
Ol'province to whi.ch they ·are sent, subjecl. to the d,iscipline
of too Church Courts, and subject to a ,broak at tIm end of
thn:oo yOOTS, Oll either part, on six montllS' notice, the swe giving
notice to 'be l'csponsible for r,etUl1ll passage. On il:ihe completion
of the five years' term, the Church proV'ikies return passage if
the Toocher sails .wii.thin tllTee months after the expiry of that
peniod. It is hoped, however, that the five years' engagJement will
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be renewed indefinitely, subject only to tlris six mO!l'Lt:hs' notiee
at 8ll1y time, but five years' servi(ie will always give a claim
to roturn passage within tll1100 mOTIJtbs of the da~ of leaving
thJe missilOll.

V. Passage and Salary:--,Mi'Ssioruaries, },IIedical Missionaries
and 'I1eaclrers have their pmsagle, including bona fide travelling
expenses at either end, paid by the Church. Salary d~,tes from
day of sailing.
VI. Vernacular Languages :-All Missionaries, Medical
MissilQIlaries and TeaeheJ:s are ~xpected to garnn a knowledge of
tOO V1ernacular lialnguage.
VII. Furlough and Sick Leave :-Furlough for eighteen
mJQI1'!lhs, includding time spent 011 passa"ooe, is given at the end of
every ooven years of unbroken service to Missi<maries and
Medica;! Missiioruaries, provided always tihat the state of the work
of the Mission and tfuJe arrangements far carryiing it on during
tempornuy a1:Jsen.oo, are such as warmnt the Committee to
recommend it. This rule also applies in the case of Teachers
w!IIo have ~wed their engagement iJOOefinitely.
Sick leave, 0;Il medical certificate, will be granted at any time,
the ChJUrclt OOing responsible for payment of travclling expenses.
'vIII. Case of Missionaries, etc., invalided during Periods : If a MissiQrua;ry, MedicaJ. MiSsioll\axy or Teacher has been at
home i1nvalided during the currency of the period qualifying
for furlough, the Commiifuee resorve the power to judge how far
those rules may affect his or her furlQUgh.
IX. Salary d~£ring Furlough :-Missionaries wilQ dra'\v sala-ry
at the home rete dUl1mg furlough as from the d'ate of thcir
Ie,aving their stations.
X. Payment of Passage of Missional'y's Wife :-The Church
pays the pas'Sag'e home and QlUt of the wife lIllld children of /the
Missionary 'Or Medical Missilona-ry taking furlough, subject to
llJbovo lule.s.
WiVles of MissiOlIl!aries aoo Medical Mis&iooaries are entitlied
to the SllI!TllO nJUm!ber of pa,ssages at tihe expense of the Church
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as their husbands, and no more. In the case of the wiile of
a Missionary or a MOO.ical Missionary not being ent1t1ed to
furlough under this rulie, and eoming home, the General Treasurer
is empowered, subj~ct to the advice of the Oomanittee, to advance
her pa6SSl,,<>-e money, whioh shruB be repaid by her husband lIS
may be arroD:Lged iIn ea.ch case.

XI. Employment of Mi8'sionaries and Medical Missional'ies
dUI-ing FUI'lough:- Missionaries and Medical Missioruaries at
hiome on furlough, or invalided, aJ.'<l expected, so far as the state
of their healltlh and oth1er cireumstanoos admit, to CO-OPe.I'ate
in p1'OlTloting the interests of the missions throughout the Church.
XII. Cwrespondence with Committee:- Every Missionary,
Medicall Missionary and Troeher is expected to send a letter
th'l~oug'h the Convener of the .committee, at least once a yeail'
to appear in the J\fa.gazine, 1f the Committee tllink fit, to stimulate
,tIlle Imow1edge, prayer mId iSelf-sacrifice of the menrbers of the
Church.
In addition, Missionaries and Medical Missionaries sh1lll1 keep
the Committee regularly informod with regard to any emergent
political or domestic matters affecting the intm1eSts of tIlC missions
or otherwise OlIJlcUllated to maintain interest in the Missions
aft; home.
An annual report shaH be written for the Syuod by every
Mis>ionary, Medical Missioruw:y and Teoooor so as to reach the
Convener of ,the Committee not lator than the end of February .
of each year, ,and suoh reports .o:hall, in the fh-st installlce, be
submitted to tIle Committee.
XIII. Aged and Infirm Missi>ona.ries, and Mediool Missionalues and <the Widows' and Orphans' of Missionaries and Medi'cal
Milssionaries shall be eligible for benefit under the Aged and
Infirm Min~sters and Ministeirs' Widows and Orphans' Fund.
It sh1'l11 oooompetent for the Sy;Il'od to grant 'an anIllUlal retiring
alllowa-noo QUt of th~ Jewish and Foreign Missions' Fund to aged'
and infil'ln qua:lified European teachers serving in the Mission
Field.

Christ in the Psalms.

T
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Christ in the Psalms.

HE Psalms are fuB of Christ. Christ is the speaker in many
of them, and of many of them He alone is the subject.
"The most ignorant and senseless objection ever made to the
Psalms," says the Hiev. Dr. George, " is that they are' Christless.'
The truth is that no book in the Bihle reveals Christ with snch
fullness as is done in 'the book of Psalms,' not excepting the
Gospel according to John or the Epistle to the Hebrews."
"Truly, I believe there is one view of ChriSlt," said the Rev.
Dr. Cooke, "that -can be discovered only in the Psalms, I mean
His inward life. The Holy Spirit has there laid open the inmost
- thoughts, sorrows, and conflicts of our Lord."
As there is so much ignorance, and particularly at present
so much misrepresentation, on this subject, we shall summarise,
in the words of Dr. George, a few things about Christ that
we may learn from the wonderful Book of Psalms1. His Divinity. Ps. xlv., 6, "Thy throne, 0 God, is for
ever and ever." (Compared with Heb. i. 8). Psalm ex. 1, " The
Lom sllJi.d unto my Lord, sit thou at my right hand, until I
make thine enemies thy footstool."
(Compared with Matt.
xxii. 42-45).
2. His eternaI Sonship. Ps. ii., 7, " I will declare the decree:
the Lord said unto me, Thou art My Son; this day have I
begotten thee." (Compared with Hab. i., 5).
3. His Incarnation. Ps. viii., 5, "For Thou hast made Him
a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned Him with glory
and honour." (Compared with Heb. ii., 9). Ps. xl., 7, "Then
said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of
ma" (Compared with Heb. x., 5-7).
4. His mediatorial offic.es. (a) His prophetical office. Ps. xl.,
9, 10, " I have preached righteousness in the great congrogation,"
etc. Ps. xxii., 22, "I will declare thy name unto my brethren."
(Compared: with Heb. ii., 12). (b) His priestly office. Ps. cx., 4,
" The Lord ha,th sworn, and will not repent; Thou art a priest
for ever after the order of Melchizedec." (Compared with Heb.
vii., 17). (c) His Kingly office. Ps. xlv., 6. "Thy throne, 0
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God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of Thy kingdom is a
right sceptre." (Compared with Heb. i., 8). Ps. cx., 1, "The
Lord said unto my Lol1d, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make
thine enemies thy footstool." (Compared with Matt. xxii., 42-45 j
Hab. i., 13). See also Ps. xxii., 28, and Ps. lxxii. throughout.
5. His betrayW. Ps. xli., 9, "Yea, mine own familiar friend,
in whom I trusted, which did cat of my bread, hath lifted up
his heel against me." (Compared with John xiii., 18).
6. His agony in the garden. Ps. xxii., 2, " 0 my God, I cry
in the daytime, bub thou hearest not; and in the night-season,
and am not silent." (Compared with Heb. v., 7).
7. His trial. Ps. xxxv., 11, "False witnesses did rise up j
they laid to my charge things that I knew not." (Compared with
Matt. xxvi., 59, 60).
8. His rejection. Ps. xxii., 6, "But I am a worm, and no
man j a reproach of men, and despised of the people." (Compared with Matt. xxvii., 21-23 j Luke xxiii., 18-23). Ps. cxviii.,
22, "The stone which the builders refused is become the headstone of the corner." (Compared with Matt. xxi., 42 j Acts iv.,
11, 12).
9. His crucifixion. Ps. xxii. throughout, also Ps. lxix. (Compared with the Gospels). The scenes attending the crucifixion
lIrc described to the minutest particulars. The mockery, the
shaking the head, the parting the garments, the casting lots on
the vesture, the thirst, the vinegar and the gall, the pierced
hands and feet, the cry of the forsaken, the commiJtting <of His
spirit to God, and the "It is finished," as many read the last
verse of Ps. xxii.
10. His burial and resurI'ootion. Ps. xvi., 9-11, "For thou
wilt not leave my soul in hell j neither wilt thou suffer thine
Holy One to see corruption. Thou wilt show me tho path of
life," etc. (Compared with Acts ii., 25-31).
•
11. His ascension. Ps. xlvii., 5, "God is gone up with a
shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet." (Compared with
Acts i., 11, and 1. Thess. iv., 16). Ps. lxviii., 18,. "Thou hast
ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast
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receivod gifts for men; )'lea, for the rebellious also, that the
Lord God might dwell among them." (Compared with Eph.
iv., 8-10). Ps. xxiv., 7-10, "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates;
and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of
glory shaH come in," etc. (Compal'ed with Rev. v., 6-14).
12. His second ooming. Ps. 1., 3, 4, "Our God shall come,
and shall not keep silence." "He shall can to the heavens
from above, and to the earth, that He may judge His people."
Ps. xcviii., 6-9, "With trumpets and sound of cornet make a
joyful noise before the Lord, the King." "Before the Lord;
for He cometh to judge the earth: with righteousness shall He
. judge the WIOrld, and the peopLe with equity." (Compared with
Matt. xxiv., 31; I. Cor. xv., 52).
Well, said Jesus: It is written "in the Psalms concerning
me." "The sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should
follow," are here unfolded, and these "psalms and hymns and
spiritunl sorrgs" (Col. iii. 16) are replete with Christ. If any
one will examine and compare these passages, he will readily
believe that when Paul wrote, "Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom," it was as if he had said, " Memorise
the Psalms."-Christian Banner.

Is the Pope Anti-Christ?

I T has become the order ?f the day in Presbyterian circles at
home and abroad to find fault with the statement in the
Confession of Faith in which the Pope is described as AntiChrist, that man of sin, and son of perdition, that exalteth
himself in the Church against Christ, and all that is called
God" (Confession of Faith, chap. xxv. sec. 6). Some of the
largest of the Presbyterian bodies have cut out the passage
altogether. It is well, therefore, that we should consider the
proof-texts advanced by the Divines for their statement.
The
first is n. Thess. ii. 1-12: "Now we bessech you, brethren, by
the coming of our Lord J esu!> Christ, and by our gathering
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together unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or
be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as
from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man
deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, 'except
there come a falling away first, and ,that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is
God. Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you; I told
you these things' And now ye know what withholdeth that he
might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth
already work; only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken
out of the way: and then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of His coming: even him, whose
coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs
and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness
in them that perish; because they receive not the love of the
truth, tha,t they might be saved. And for this cause God shall
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that
they all might be damned who believe not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness." The second is in 1. Tim. iv. 1-3 :
"Now ,the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils: speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their
conscience seared with a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to
be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know
the truth." These are solemn words and one naturally asks is
there any system or organisation among men answering to the
description given in these verses'
Our forefathers had no
hesitation in saying there was and th8lt the system was Romanism
culminating in its head, the Pope, and we believe they had
scriptural authority for so saying.
Let us briefly note the
following point.s from the foregoing verses.
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1. The Apostasy. The Apostasy referred to in tbe foregoing
verses was a much more serious departure from the faith than
that which characterised the early Christian Church in common
with Churches in all ages of gradual decay in spiritual life and
love.
This is pre-em~nently ('aUed the apostasy" and the
description given of it makes it plain that it refers to no ordinary
"falling away."
It was to be such an outbreak of clerical
ambition that was well-nigh impossible when Christians were 1\
persecuted people. It supposes the Church an organised body
and its ministers able to mount to heights almost incredible
(Brown's Stmcture of the Apocalypse, pp. 152, 153). Has such
a condition of things been actually realised? Let us notice the
claims put forward by the Church of Rome. Has not the Pope
claimed to have supreme authority in the Church of Christ and
over nations? Hildebrandianism* has become the accepted order
of the Romish Church. The Pope wears the triple crown-no
other ruler does so. This position has been further strengthened
in the place assigned to him by the prelates of the Church in
Council assembled in 1870. So it is not merely an individual
claim-serious and all as that would be-but it is now an.
acknowledgment of the whole Roman Church. Principal David
Brown commenting on the words in Thessalonians says: "If this
does not come up to all that is here predicted of the 'man of
sin' we may safely say that the prediction will never be realised"
(Stnwtm'e of the Apocalypse, p. 153).
I(

2. Anti-Clll'ist is further described as "the man of sin"
(ho anthropos tes ham.artias), " the son of perdition j who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshipped j so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
showing himself that he is God." To Anti-Christ is applied the
description given to Judas by our Lord-" the son of perdition."
The Pope, like Judas, professes reverence for Christ, but by
his teaching and works actually betrays him. The Pope claims
*The doctrine that the State is in subjection to the Church. It is
so called after lIildebl'and (Pope Gl'egory VII). It is the opposite
of Erastianism.-Editor.
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the divine prerogative of forgiving sins by the priests delegated
by him. Titles have been ascribed to Popes which no mortal
man had a rightful claim to and did our space permit many of
these might be quoted.
3. "Forbidding to marry." The referen~ here means more
than the entrance of the ascetic spirit which crept so early into
the Christian Church. It is this asceticism organised into a
system and worked out by church authority in the specific form
of prohibition of marriage. " Now, in point of fact there is one,
and only one such body existing. The Church of Rome forbids
clerical marriage, and holds celibacy forth as a holier state of
life, and therefore the fitting thing for those who minister in
holy things" (Dr. Brown's Structu1'e of the Apocalypse, p. 154).
4. "Commanding to abstain from meats." The Church of
Rome has commanded that the faithful abstain from flesh meat
one day of the week.
It is remarkable that the foregoing descriptions of Anti-Christ
should find their embodiment in the Church of Rome as represented in the Pope and Richard Baxter's comment is pertinent
to the point when he remarks: "If the Pope be not Anti-Christ
he hath ill-luck to be so like him!" It is not necessary to enter
further on a discussion of the subject as we are sure it will be
generally admitted that the Westminster Divines had solid
grounds for the statement they made in the Confession of Faith.

God's Love to His People.
By REV. JOHN BROWN, HADDINGTON.

SO exceeding abundant is the love of God towards his people,
that it never ceases; never changes; no not sin itself can
interrupt his love, nor change their happy state of fellowship
with him, or hinder the communication of such influences from
him as are altogether necessary for the preservation of their
new nature. He indeed hates their sin; but he loves their person
as well as ever,and in love to it, corrects them for their sin.
When they outrageously sin, he withdraws from them his comfortable intimacy, and diminishes his gracious influence; but
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their fellowship of interest in him is still the same; God is
still their God and guide even unto death; .Jesus still their
Husband and Saviour; the Holy Ghost still their inhabitant;
and they are still justified heirs of God, and joint heirs with
Christ. l Such measures of gracious influence as are necessary
so the existence of their spiritual life are still communicated
from Christ to their soul: for the saints acts of sin cannot
render their new nature an independent deity that can support
itself :-nay, if sin could break the bond of union between
Christ and his people, or totally stop their fellowship with him
in his love, how could he have any fellowship of interest, or
. communion of influence with them here, while sin dwelleth in
them ?-Indeed, were an Arminian present, he would cry out,
What abominable doctrine! what damnable heresy is this! But
let us hear what Jesus, what JEHOVAH saith. Having loved his
own he loved them ~£nto the end :-with everlasting kindness, will
I gather them. I have sworn that I would not be wrath with
thee---my kindness shall not depal·t from thee, nor the covenant
of my peace be removed.-I will betl'oth thee unto me for ever.
I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not
depart from them to do them good, and I will put my fear in
their heart, that they shall not depart fm1» me. I will ttever
leave thee, nor forsake thee: they are kept by the power of
God thl-ough faith unto salvation. I give to my sheep etemal
life, and none shall pluck them out of my hand, none is able
to pl~tck them out of my Father's hand. I the Lord do lceep
it j I will water it every moment j lest any hurt it, I will keep
it night and day. The 1vater that I shall give him, shall be in
him a well of water springing up to everlasting life.
The
CamforteT abides with the saints for evel', and shall be in them.
The good part shall not be taken away: the gifts and calling of
God are without repentance. Neither death nor life--nor any
other creature, is able to separate us fl'om the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 2
lPsal. xlviii. 14. Rom. viii. 17.
2John xiii. 1. Is. !iv. 8, 9, 10.
Hos. ii. 19. Jar. xxxii. 39, 40. Heb. xiii. 5. r. Peter. i. 5. John
x. 28, 29. Is. xxvii. 3. John iv. 14, and xiv. 16, 17. Luke x. 42.
Rom. xi. 29 and viii. 38, 39. See Confession of Faith, chap. xvii.
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Short Gleaning.
STANDING FAST FOR CHRIST.

Stand fast fOl' Christ. Deliver the gospel off your hand and
your ministry to your Master with a clean and undefiled conscience. Loose not a pin of Christ's tabernacle: do not so much
as pick with your nail at one board or border of the ark.Samuel Ruthel·ford.

Synod's Tribute to the late Rev. Donald
Macleod, Shieldaig.

T

HE Synod would put on rec-ord their sense of the great
loss sustained by the Free Presbyterian Church and the
cause of Christ at home and ahroad through the sudden and
unexpected removal of the late Rev. Donald Maclood, Shieldaig.
Mr. Macleod was born in Dig, Lewis, in 1884, and would
have been 53 years old had he lived a few days longer. He
was noted from his earliest days for his respect for the things
of God, and for his desire for the company of God's people.
Mr. Macleod went as young man to England, and it was
there he was awakened to see his personal need of the Lord
Jesus ChTist as a Saviour and to find in Him One able to save
to the uttermost. He proved the genuinen,ess of this experiencebeing a reality to the end of his life. Soon after he had undergone a saving change, he went to Canada and was closely
associated with our \Vinnipeg congregation there from its beginThereafter he
ning, being ordained an elder there in 1913.
studied for the ministry of our Church, and having returned
to this coulltry in 1925, he, after completing the usual course
of study, was licensed as a preacher of the gospel and ordained
minister over our Shieldaig and Lochcarron Congregation.
The cause of Christ is much the poorer by Mr. Maclooct s
prematuTe death, and his congregation now mourns the loss of a
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faithfu1 and affectionate pastor. The prominent features of his
character were gentleness, humility, love for the cause and people
of God, along with love for his fellow-sinners. He did not
seek a prominent place for himself but was always ready to
take the lowest place, thus manifesting a fine Christian spirit
and temper.
Mr. Macleod was always ready to help his bl'ethren and to
do what he could to advance the Kingdom of Christ in the
world. He was an example to the flock over which he was
placed and earnestly sought their highest welfare.
The Synod W'{)uld express their profound sympathy with his
bereaved widow and family in their heavy loss and commend
them to the tender mercy and grace of Him who is the Husband
of the widow and the Father of the fatherless.

The late Miss Margaret Durran, Thurso.
MISS MARGARET DURRAN, Thurso, was the last surviving member of an old and well-known Caithness family.
She gave clear evidence of being saved by grace, and her long
life of over four score years was largely spent in the conflicts
to which such are called. The plague of her own heart, and
her need of the atonement of Christ, she lrnew experimentally.
Thick clouds and darkness at different periods came over her
soul leaving her mentally and physically distressed. Then her
cry was heard: "0 Lord, I am oppressed, undertake for me,"
and "He, her fainting soul with strength did strengthen
inwardly." The bi,tter waters of Marah were sweetened by the
tree which the Lord shewed her.
She was a lover of the "good old paths," and a consistent
opponent of all unscriptural changes in doctrine and worship.
The preachers of her early days, of whom she loved to speak,
were men in whose mouth the trumpet gave no uncertain sound.
Few could equal her in relating notes and sayings heard from
witnessing fathers and mothers in Israel. Of these two
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generations ago, Caithness had many (as may be seen from that
interesting book, MimistJers and Men of the Far North, by :the
late Rev. Alexander Auld). Efforts made to maintain truth in:
a daY' of declension met with genuine appreciation on her part.
The flattering, ultra-charitable form of religion so common in
the present day, was nauseous to her soul. Following the sudden
death of her brother, (Dr. Durran), she had a break-down in
health from which she did not recover. The world became an
empty place to her in various ways. In May, 1935, the end
came, and her dust was laid with kindred dust in Thurso
Cemetery. Many friends mourned her departure, while rejoicing
that their loss wa's her gain.-Wm. Grant.

IN

The late Mrs. Catherina Macrae,
Banniskirk, Halkirk.

the Cottage at Banniskirk, this humble, warm-hearted
Christian and her like-minded husband, George Macrae,
resided for over forty years. The latter predeceased her in
1931, having been for many years a loyal and much-respected
The solemn, loving words of
member of this congregation.
advice given by him on his deathbed to members of his family
will yet be required of them. Death breaks earthly ties, separates
soul and body, but cannot separate the soul of the believer
from the Lord Jesus Christ, who redeemed it with His precious
blood.
In her early days Mrs. Macrao sat under the preaching of
the eminent the Rev. Alexander Gunn (Junior), Watten. She
wondered whry he so often spoke of "the blood"; she was yet
to learn that without shedding of blood there is no remission
of sin. At one period, when her troubles were many, she was
sorely tried by sins of thought. At length sweet relief came to
her by these words, "the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son
cleanseth us from all si,n." Her hope was Christ crucified and
the infin;te merit of His atoning death on Calvary. The publill
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means of grace were dear to her. Her liberality in supporting
them, and diligence in attending them, were evidence of this.
The ·bereaved family of two surviving sons and seven daughters
have been set an example worthy of being followed by them,
of stedfast adherence to Scripture principles, doctrines, and
worship. This implies definite witnessing against Modernistic
teaching and practices. For the last two years, Mrs. Macrae
She was removed to
was physically disabled by paralysis.
Thurso, and there in the home of her daughter, Mrs. Swanson,
she was devotedly and tenderly nursed to the last. As the
weak body was coming down she could say:
"My flesh and heart doth faint aI1d fail,
But God doth fail me never:
For of my heart God is the strength
'
And portion for ever."
On the 17th October last Slhe passed away at the age of 76.
To the bereaved 'at home and abroad, we extend our sincere
sympathy. May grace be given them to know the God of their
fathers and to be followers of those who by faith and patience
are inheriting the promises.-Wm. Grant.

Literary Notices.
THE VATICAN IS BRITAIN'S ENEMY.-This is the latest addition
to the Protestant Truth Society's well-known' Vatican Series'
of pamphlets which deal with the menace of Romanism, mainly
from the political -angle. The Roman Catholic Church constitutes " a state within a state," and her activities in various lands
form a great object lesson for Britain in these days. Warningvoices echo and re-echo both in history and by contemporary
events as to the danger of what Ruskin called "that slavish
religion" gaining the upper hand, in Protestant Britain.
A
single copy of this pamphlet may be had for 2td. post free
from the Protestant Truth Society, 31 Cannon Street,
London, E.CA.
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MEN OF SUTHERLAND by George Macdonald, Lairg; With Preface
hy the Rev. John Macleod, D.D. Inverness: Printed at
the Northiern Chronicle Office. Price, 2/6. Post free, 2/9.
The book before us contains interesting biographical sketches
of worthy ministers, men and women of other days in SutherIand. Among the ministers are included John Mackay, Lairg,
and his SOll, Thomas; Alexander Macleod, Rogart; John
Macdonald, Helmsdale, and Dr. AiI'd, Creich. The sketches of
these messengers of God will be read with interest. Sutherland
was likewise honoured by having an abundant crop of the excellent of the earth-men and women. Among these the late Mr.
Macdonald made a selection: and in doirug so we miss the names
ill his list of prominent men like Angus Gray, Lairg; David
Ross, Evelix; and Angus Murray, Balloan, Dornoch, etc. It is
true, of course, that reference is made to David Ross and Angus
Murray in a highly commendatory way in passing but one could
wish for more space being devoted to them. Among the women
singled out are: MariOD Macleod, Elphin, and Mrs. Mackay,
Shegra (Bean a' Chreidimh mhoir). In the hook under review,
some of the stories told might with decided advantage have been
omitted. The Gaelic would have been the better of a Gaelicspeaking proof readerI'. Bathadh p. 92 should be Bagh.
PIONEER DAYS IN DARKEST AFRICA by A. G. Ingleby. Glasgow:
Pickering and Inglis, Bothwell Street. Price, 2/6.
This book tells the story of the labours of Charles A. Swan
in the heart of Darkest Africa. Mr. Swan along with Arnot
Campbell and CrawfOTd faced untold difficulties in his work of
evangelising the heathen. We are chiefly interested in the light
cast on the low depths of degradation in which heathenism held
its poor, benighted victims. The gospel came not only to set
men free from the slavel'Y of the devil, the most cruel slavery
under the snn, but it struck off the shackles by which unfeeling
men bound their fellows. The account of the slave traffic in
this book is fitted to make one's blood run cold. Mr. Swan,
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after spending years in Africa) carried on work as an evangelist
in Portugal and we have many side-lights of the low condition
of things in that land under the withering blight of Romanism.

Church Notes.
Communions.--July-First Sabbath, Raasay, Lairg, Bea,uly;
second, Tain, Staffin, Tomatin; third, Daviot, HaIkirk, Flashadder,
Rogalli;; fourth, Stratherrick, Plockton, Bracadale, North Uist, and
Achmore. August-Second Sabbath, Portree; third, La,ide and
Bonarbridge; fourth, Finsbay and Vatten; fifth, Stornoway.
South African Mission-The following are the dates of Communions :-Last Sabbath of March, June, September, and
December. Note.-Notice of any additions to, or Rilterations of,
the above dates of the Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Collection for this Month.-The Collection for this month,
according to the Synod'S appointment, is to be taken up on behalf
of the Organisation Fund.
Change of Address.-The attention of our Glasgow readers
who get their Magazine through Messrs. Adshead is directed to
the new address of Messrs. Adshead's shop viz: 160 Buchanan
Street.

Acknowledgment of Donations.
Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:Sustentation Fund.-Anon., Portsmouth, Ontario, £! Is; R. C,
Cairnscross, Isleornsay, 16s.
Home Mission Fund.-Proceeds of door collection at Elphin
per Mr R. MacLeod, Newfield, £1.
Jewish and Foreign Missions.-Anon., o/a Education-Portree
Postmark, £1; "Sutherland," £1 7s; Anon., Portree Postmark,
£! Is; A. McK., Burlesdon, Southampton, lOs; H. G., Brushgrove,
Australia, 17s; Mrs I. M., Glenmoriston, o/a School Buildings,
7s 6d. The following per Rev. N. McIntyre, Anon., £!; Friend,
Glasgow, £1.

156

Free Pl'esbyterian Ma,qa.zine.

S. A. Mission-Well Sinking Fund.-Rev. Dr. Macdonald,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following collections and
donations :-Glendale, Skye, £6 16s 5d; Vatten, £2 lOs; Flashadder,
£1 4s 4d; Bracadale, £1 13s 9d; Portnalong, £2 Is; Ostal Farm,
Dunvegan, £2; Bedford Street, Prayer Meeting, Glasgow,
£1 16s 6d; Mrs Wenham, Oban, £2; Friend, Glendale, lOs; Miss
MeD., Overnewton, Glasgow, £1; M rs C Stirling, £1; Mrs C,
Skiniden, Skye, £1.
The following thankfully received for the purchase of Instruments:-Friend, Stornoway, £1; Connel Ferry, £1; Friend, Raasay,
£1; Miss C, Glendale, £1; Friends in Glendale, 12s 6d; Nurse
Glendale, lOs; Friend, Glendale, £1; Friend, Inverness, Ss 6d;
Mrs Miller, Wick, £2 3s 9d, being balance of Medical Fund.
Leg'acy Fund.-Received with grateful thanks from the
Executors of the late Mrs Annie MacIntyre, Cameron Cottage,
Fort William, the sum of £25, being a Legacy bequeathed to
the Jewish and Foreign Missions Fund of the Church, per Messrs.
Robert Dow & Coy., Solicitors, Fort William.
The following lists have been sent in for publication : Applecross Manse Building Fund.-Mr M. Gillanders acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations per Rev. A.
F. Mackay:-Friend, £1; C C, Inverness, lOs. Balance of Debt
now due £516 lOs.
Borve (Harris) Meeting House.-Rev. D. J. MacAskill acknowledges with sincere thanks the following collections and donations:
- J. M. MeD., Oban, £1 lOs; J. Gillies, £5 lOs; D. McLennan,
Stockinish, £8 13s 6d; Borve, £9; Mrs L., Govan, £5; Nurse Ross,
£6; R. K., Stoer per Mr J. McCuish, £1 15s.
Daviot Church Building Fund.-Mr A. MacBean, Tordarroch,
Farr, acknowledges with grateful thanks a donation of £1 11s
from A Friend, Strathnairn, per Mr Angus Fraser, Elder, Inverness. Balance now due £366.
Edinburgh Manse Purchase Fund.-Mr A. MacAulay, 20
Leamington Terrace, Edinburgh, acknowledges with sincere thanks
the following donations :-Friend, Edinburgh, Ss; .. M.," 2s 6d;
"F.," 2s 6d.
London Congregational Funds.-Rev. J. P. Macqueen, acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of lOs from H. McG.,
Hurstville, Sydney, N.S.W.
TaIlisker (Skye) Church Building Fund.-Mr D. Morrison, Portnalong, acknowledges with grateful thanks a donation of lOs from
.. G.S.M." Balance of Debt now due £273.
Wick Manse Purchalle Fund.-Rev. R. R. Sinc1air, acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations :-Friend, Wick, lOs;
Mr C L., Strathy, lOs; Miss M. B., London, 6s. Balance now
due of Debt on Building £229:
South African Mission.-Mr H. S. 'MacGillivray, Dunoon,
acknowledges with grateful thanks 400 Gospels from the National
Bible Society of Scotland, Glasgow, per Mr Carrol, Manager for
the South African Mission Schools.
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38 9d Subscriptions.-Rod. ~lacLcod, lJnapool; Mrs MacKenzie,
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. 48 Sub8criptions.-D. Macdonald, Aricharnoch, Broadford; Mrs
Latto, Burnside, Meikleriggs, Paisley; Mrs MacKenzie, Clachnaharry, Inverness; A. MacKinnon, 22 Elgol; Mrs I. Macpherson,
\~oodside, Mllirton, Inverness; Mrs E. MacKinnon, "Cnochd-ban,"
Elgol; D. Paterson, Borrisdale, Leverburgh; N. Paterson, Strond,
Leverburgh; Mrs J. MacLean, Strond, Leverburgh; Mrs
A. MacLeod, Fladda, Raasay;
Mrs M. Matheson, 29
Valtos, Uig; J. Macdonald, Home Farm, Cleddans, Airdrie;
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MacRae, Bryn-mel Cott., Glyn-Garth, Menai Br., Anglesey; A.
Morrison, 3 Valtos, Miavaig; S. Boon, Julianakade 46, Ynmiden,
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('ott., Lochcarron; NIl'S E. H. Wheal, 144 Smith St., Winnipeg;
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Duncan McLeish, RR2, Parkhill, Ontario; D. MacKinnon, 11
Elgol; K. McKenzie, 2 Achgarve, Laide; Mrs D. MacKay, Fern
Bank, Lochcarron; A. M. MacLeod, 1 W. Suisnish, Raasay; Mrs
Fraser, 718 Home Street, Winnipeg; J. McLeod, 4 Inverarish,
Raasay; Mrs McDougall, Bendoran Cod., Bridge of Orchy; F.
Curry, 119 & 121 High St., Dorking, Surrey; A. Stewart, Flashadder, Arnisort; A. MacKenzie, New Park, Laide, Achnasheen;
Miss L. Graham, Culkein, Drumbeg; Mrs Stewart, Bayview, Lochcarron; Miss J. McColl, 85 George St., Oban; Geo. Ross, Market
St., Ullapool; Miss C. Macdonald, 585 Logan Av., Toronto;
Mrs H. MacKenzie, Achnacarnin, Lairg; J. Nicolson, North Tolsta,
Stornoway; J. MacKay, Loch House, Geocrab, Harris; D. Macleod,
Leodhill, Geocrab; Mrs D. MacKay, Hillcrest, Duncan, Vancouver
Island; J. Downie, 174 Calder St., Glasgow; Miss M. Madarlane,
Nurses' Home, Larbert; A. 'McKenzie, Durnanuick, Dundonnell.
Subscriptions of 6s in payment of F.P. and Y.P. Magazine.The following per Mr Hugh Mackay, Vancouver :-Mrs.
Mackenzie; Mrs G. MacLeod; Mrs KeIly; Mrs Esson; Mrs
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The following per Mr Angus MacKay, Innisfail, Canada:Mr R Stegeman; Mrs R Blair; Mrs R Mackerlich; Mrs R
McClughan; Mrs T. T. Scarlett; Mrs Lind; D. M. MacKay;
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The following per Mr Hugh Grant, Brushgrove, Australia:AiI'd Grant; Hugh Grant; H. M. C. Grant; Miss W. Wakely.
6s Subscriptions (contd.).-Miss M. Martin, 5 School Road,
E. Linton; D. A. MacAskill, 434 W. 20th Ave., Vancouver; M.
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Uig, Skye; Miss J. MacKenzie, School House, Kildary; J. Clark,
Maldy View, Unapool; Miss M. Campbell, 3 Eynort, Carbost;
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