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pt'O re nata meeting of Synod was held at Inverness on
Wednesday the 20th day of November, The members
present were: -N or/kern Pl'esbytm'y: Revs. Ewen Macqueen,
D. A. 'Macfarlane, William Grant, Finlay Macleod, D. J.
Matheson, and R. R. Sinclair, ministers, with Messrs. Kenneth
Matheson, Charles Sutherland, John Grant, ruling elders,
SOl1,(hel'n Presbytel'y: Revs. Neil Macintyre, D. Beaton, James
Macleod, R. Mackenzie, James A. Tallach, ministers, with Messrs,
Neil Maeswan, Alexander Maedougall, Alexander Mackay, and
Dr. Johnston, ruling eldel's. lVestern Presbytery: Revs. D. M,
Macdonald, Archibald Beaton, John Colquhoun, Angus Mackay,
ministers, with Messrs. James Fraser, Murdo Macaskill, John
Macaulay, ruling elders. Outel' Isles P'resbytel'y: Revs, Maleolm
Gillies, R. Macinnes, D. R. Macdonald, nlJinisters, with Edwarrl
Morrison, ruling elder.
The Moderator (Rev. James Madeod, Greenock) after constituting the meeting said as there was no sermon he would ask
one or two of the mell1bl~rS to engage in prayer, He then
asked two minist,ers to pray, Thereafter, he said a requisition
had been sent, signed by three ministers and an elder belonging
to the Northern Presbytery, asking him to call a pro l'e na/(I
••••.•

_M._'___

_'_.__._...__....._.

*The above report was prepared by the Committee appointed by
the Synod and it acknowledges its indebtedness for use of report
which appeared in the Northp'!'1j Chronicle permission to nse which
was gmllted by the EditOl'.
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meeting in terms of circular issued to members of Synod. It
now remained for the Synod to approvc or disapprove of his
eonduct in calling the meeting. It wa>-; 11lOVPd, ;.;eeonded and
unanimously agreed to, that the Synod appnWl' 01' 1".I\(' Moderator's
eonduct.
The Moderator, before the business began, asl«'(} if there was
to be a motion that the Synod lIIed in private'. No motioll
being forthcoming the Synod ('ontinued sitting in public. The
Clerk then read the minute of Preshytery setting forth the
terms of the Heference which were as follows :-" To enquire
into the attitude of Mr. Maequeen towards the Presbytery 'I"IJ
the Dornoeh case having pal'lieulal' l'eference to the charges
made against the Northern Presbytery, and to review, at theil'
dism'etion, any point necessarily arising out of the case." The
Clerk pointed out that it now remained with the Synod to say
whether the Reference be sustained or not as is required by
Church Law. He also pointed out that they were not at this
stage entering on the merits of the case hut simply dealing
with the question whether the Reference be sustained Ol" not, am1
that as the members of the Northern Presbytery had sent up
the Reference they were now to appeal' at the bar of the Synod.
The Moderator then summoned the members of the Northem
Presbytery to appear at the bar of the Synod. As the Clerk
was o'ne of these members it was moved, seconded, a.nd agreed
to that Rev. Malcolm Gillies be appointed Clerk of Synod pro
tem. The Rev. D. J. Matheson, appearing in support of the
Reference, said there were three reasons why the Synod should
sustain the Reference. The jil'st was that tlwrl' werE' most serious
and grave charges made against the Northern Presbytery. In
the second place if they as a Presbytery disposed of the case
without reference to the Synod they would be their own judges.
It was not a case of one man against another, but of one man
against a whole church court. Thirdly, there was a danger to
the Church, if the case were held over to the Synod in May, a
danger that the peace of the Church would be seriously impaired.
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NIr. Macqueen opposed the Referenee saying he was appellant
in the (·,ase. He was the onc to appeal to the Synod from the
actings of the Northern Presbytery. The present special meeting
of the Synod was, he held, unnecessary. It appeared to be an
attempt to forestall him before he came before the Synod in
due eom'se. "Do you object to this Referenee being sustained ~"
asked the Moderator. "I do object," replied MI'. Macqueen,
"J Illove that it be not sustained because it is irregular." As
Mr. Macqueen reeeived no support in his contention that the
Reference be not sustained the Rev. R. Mackenzie moved and
Rev. John Colquhoun seeonded that t.he Reference be sustained.
This was unanimonsly agreed to and par,ties were then removed
from the bar and the Synod proceeded to deal with the case.
The Rev. D. A. Macfarlane, in opening thc case for the
.Northern Presbytery said: "I would much have preferred if the
opening of thi, serilHvi and reg~'ettable case had been left with
Mr. :YlIltheson,Clnk of Presbyt(·'ry, and Mr. Sinclair, as they
have the details of this case Rt their linger ends in a way
that I do not profess to have, because some of us have much
better memories than others and although I was at most of
those Presbyt,ery meetings in conne(·tlon witll the case there
IVas one I was not at a:; I wa:; eonfined to bed and I do not
remember the detail:; af; perhaps I would require. If I do
~ny anything' tlmt may be in an." way out of platc or state
nnyerrol' of faet, I tru:;t you wiJ] at one(' tell rnc \I'hat the
propel' thing is and I will withdmw at onee. VIle are not herc
to-day for a cheap vietory in any way but with the desire that
our brother in the Lord would withdraw the chflrges he 113s
made agflinst us for we really think with sorrow and heartfelt
regret that Mr, :Maequeen has lamentably, in ee-rtain ways, gon(~
:lstJ'uy, The first general remark I would make and which may
be llelpful to Mr. Maequeen is tlla! it would be well for him-if he has the idea that we an, :H'C persecuting hint in some
,oH of way, in order to ]Jut him out of the Chlu'(,h, to disabuse
his mind utterly and totRlly of that idea--it has not entered
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into the minds of the members of the Presbytery to do such
a thing. Nobody believes a thing so prepostel'Ous, but still
through temptation and perhaps through imagination he Illay
think that we are persecuting him. It struck my mind in this
matter that if the word persecution were allowed it might be
referred to a certain member of this Court. He may have
reason to complain of persecution. It may be helpful to us all
to-day to keep before our minds what our position is. Mr.
Macqueen has a dissent and complaint to come up before the
meeting of Synod in May, 1936, and he took instruments with
the Clerk to have that attended to, but that is not our business.
What we have to uo w.ith is a Reference sent up by the
Presbytery to the Synod, and which this Court has sustained.
This Reference comprises chiefly those charges on page 13 of
the printed documents in your hands and which will be read
to you immediately. You have also 12 pages of extraets of
minutes fTom the Northel'll Presbytery records in ordeT to belp
you to come carefully to a conclusion. \Ve have to consideT
whether there is anything in these charges or whether after all
the,y arc, at bottom, worthle,.;s-real'ly groundless. vVe have to deal
with a Reference saying these charges were made. Mr. Macqueen
came on step by step to involve himself in charges such as
these, eight in number. 'What we desire to find out," continued
Mr. Macfarlane, "is, where is the evidence for them, and if
there is no Teally valid evidence for them, then it is aver)'
serious thing that these charges are made against a church court.
Perhaps, if they wel'e made as a brother Temarkcd, against an
individual we might see our way to dismiss them but it is a
very serious thing when charges of this nature are made against
a court. of the Church. I might say that it might be helpful
to ask and to know what spirit Mr. Macqueen was of but we
cannot determine in any absolute way what spirit he was of
but we can say that the spn'it we feared he was of in our
general judgment was that, even from the beginning at anyrate,
from that first meeting I was able to go to, W!~ felt Mr. Macqneen
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at times was with us, and,. at times, before we knew where we were,
we felt he was against us, and I may say that so far as
we could discern, that was the way generally towards the close
even more acutely. There seemed to be a rift which was>
increasing more and more.
There was a persistent rumour in the press that the Rev. D.

J. Matheson was a liar, in stating at all that Mr. 'Macqueen
put a single question to the petitioners. The facts are that
Mr. Macqueen's questions are on record in the minutes-and
in order to ensure accuracy regarding them, he (Mr. Macqueen)
went over them with the Clerk before these minutes were finally
approved. Yet the allegation was persisted in-that the Clerk
uttered these in error. We, therefore, called a pro re nata
meeting as the thing was so serious and we thought it s>trange
for Mr. Macqueen to dissent against calling this meeting to
vindicate the character of the Clerk. We would have done the
same thing for Mr. Macqueen had the charge been made against
him. The rift was getting wider and wider and Mr. Macqueen,
for some reason or other, at last rose at a meeting at Bonar
Bridge and left us and it was mainly on that occasion some
of the charges came up one by one." Mr. Macfarlane then read
the charges as follows:"1. At a meeting of the Northern Presbytery, held at Bonarbridge
~m 24th September last, Mr. Macqueen charged tbe Presbytel'y with making great men of themselves and besmirching
his character.
2. At the same mceting hc used the following words :-viz. :
" This treatment of me is not in accordance with the Word
of God or the practice of the Church."
3. He left that meeting, and w\;\en asked to remain he said,
" I shall take nothing to do with yourselves or your affairs."
4. Hc chal'ged a membcl' of the Presbytery with what was
untrue when he reported to Mrs. Gl'ant, Sunnyside, Dornoch,
that Mr. C. SutheTland had accused him in the Presbytery'
of miscalling a brothel' ministel' in her honse.
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5. At the pro re nata meeting of Presbytery held at Evelix,
convened to vindicate the character of the Clerk, who had
been charged repeatedly with deliberate falsehood-in the
public press, Mr. Macqueen said that we were doing more
harm than good by having such a meeting, and he dissented.
6. Mr. Macqueen averred that the minutes of the pro re nata
meeting of Presbytery held at Evelix were not correct
because the charge hp made against Mr. C. Sutherland was
not inserted. He dissented.
7. At the meeting of Presbytery held on 24th ,september Mr.
Macqueen said that he would not return to the Presbytery
without a witness.
8. Mr. Macqueen averred on September 24th at Bonarbridge,
when giving in his dissent and complaint, that if the Synod
would not give him satisfaction it would then be seen who
were Free Presbyterians."
Mr. Macfarlane, continuing, said: "Our outstanding reason
for having some of the meetings private was to do our utmost
to shield Mr. Macqueen so that his usefulness might not be
marred in the Church. As proof of that I ask if any of the
Inverness session will stand and testify that they truly believe
that the Presbytery were doing everything in loving kindness
to shield Mr. Macqueen." [The Moderator here intervened and
pointed out this was not in order.] "On one occasion," said
Mr. Macfarlane after the interruption, "something was brought
up about our saying that Mr. Macqueen was confused or muddled.
If I remember correctly Rev. F. Macleod got up and said that
so far as he remembered, I myself, at the end of the pro
re nata meeting happened to remark that I was getting confused
in the head and I believe J did say that. If I happened to
say that, it certainly was not in regard to Mr. Macqueen, and
even if we did it was not besmirching Mr. Macqueen's character.
We deny this charge, and give it a categorical denial. We will
put our hands on the Bible and deny this." [These remarks
being applauded by some of the public present, the Moderator
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rose and said if there were any displays of approval or disapproval from the public present the Synod would require to
consider the advisability of meeting in private.] "At the same
meeting," continued Mr. Macfarlane, "he (Mr. Macqueen) used
the following words: 'This treatment of me is not in accordance
with the Word of God and the practice of the Church.' What
evidence is there for that ~ If there was any discourtesy on our
part I, for' one, deeply regret it. I hope that we would not
for a moment think of such a thing. Perhaps, in an off-hand
way, we may have spoken stTongly as I may be doing now,
but any such thing did not enter into my mind. I take it that
this attitude was very high-handed and not brotherly, nor wise.
When he was asked to stay until we had looked into the matter
of supply fOT Daviot, he turned round at the door, as he was
leaving, and said: 'I shall take nothing to do with yourselves
or your affairs.'''

Charge 4. There are other members here who can give ample
evidence of this matter and there are four at any rate who know
so much about this aspect that they can give evidence on oath.
I have only a hazy general knowledge of what was going on.
I was finishing some notes at the time with Rev. W. Grant and
I happened to hear this conversation going ffiI. The minutes
are perfectly clear on it and I think you hav·e extracts of those
minutes here to show the worthlessness of those charges against
us. FOT all we know there may be something in our bTothel"s
mind that we concocted all this off-hand. And he may have
thought that we had some nicely planned scheme and that we made
a bomb and got Mr. Charles Sutherland to throw it. If we
had made up these questions and if there was anything at the
back of this or any underhand work, do you think that Mr. Grant
and I would not know what the thing was about and could not
give the Presbytery any help later on in making things clear.
If there is any idea that there was any conspiracy, it is altogether
wrong. Rev. yv. Grant said he was of the same opinion.
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G.harge 6. The Clerk, Mr. D. J. Matheson, can answer this
more definitely and accurately. The consensus of opinion in
the Presbytery w;as that :nothing vital was' left out and it certainly
was not intentionaliy left out. I very earnestly hope that Mr.
Macqueen is not in some way or other misled by, say, something
in his memory. He may be at fault in his memory more than
he realises and if a man is at fault in his memory and perha,ps
a hair's breadth in his imagination too we must do our utmost
to make an allowance for such things as these.
Charge 7. There seems to be a number of implied charges
here. This charge of not returning to the Presbytery without
a witness means that the members ofPresbytery were a lot of
liars and if Mr. Macqueen does not come without a witness, I
fail to see ihow that would change us from being liars. The
thing is absurd on the face of it. I regard numbers 1 and 7
as about the gravest charges.
Charge 8. I may be wrong in the matter but heI1e again I
think there is something implied. It seems to be implied that if
the Synod does not give the satisfaction to Mr. Macqueen which
the PI1esbytery did not give, then it will be seen who were Free
Presbyterians. Does this mean if the Synod will not give Mr.
Macqueen satisfaction then that the Synod is going contrary
to the doctrine etc., of the Chureh? Does this mean that the
Synod is wrong and that Mr. Macqueen is the alpha and omega
of the Church?
I may say in conclusion, with sorrow, and
frankly that I would take Mr. Macqueen's two hands and in
love tell him the truth that I fear there was a certain
lack of oonsistency on his part and of stmightforwardness which was on the increase. Some of us are 0.£ the opinion,
too, that, if our brother, Mr. Macqueen, had handled this C:lf;C
properly and reported the matter to Mr. Macleod he would not
have failed in his duty at the beginning, through carnal wisdom,
or any other reason. If I am wrong in any of these thing's T
willingly withdraw them, but our view of Mr. Maequeen, as far
as we can understand the matter, is that he has ceased to 1)(' a
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member of the Northern Pl1esbytery, de facto although be is still
a member de fQ1'ma (i.e. in spirit although he is so nominally)
owing to his preposterous conduct. But that is for the Fathers
and Brethren to say. We hope that he may give us the right
hand of fello:wship 'and not be carrying on like this as it may
cause a split in the Church."
Mr. F,inlay Macleod said: Mr. Macfarlane has already
presented our cas~ in a way with which we are fully pleased.
With Tegarrd to the one charge that Mr. Maefarlane omitted
(Charge 4)-that is that Mr. Macqueen charged members of the
Presbytery with what was not true. I was at the Presbytery
that day and I know for a fact that what Mr. Macqueen charged
Mr. Sutherland with is not true. Mr. Sutherland did not utter
such things and I may say also we asked Mr. Macqueen to write
to the pal'ty expressing' regret for having taken up the matter
in that way and Mr. Macqueen refused. At our next meeting
Mr. Macqueen ,charged myself with having said when I rose at
the Presbytery that I asked him to apologise to lVlr. Sutherland.
I know I never uttered such words. What I did say was that
Mr. Macqueen should write the party to whom he had written
in connectiiQ'n with Mr. Charles Sutherland telling that party he
was sorry he took up the matter wrongly and Mr.
Macqueen refused to do so, although the Presbytery was
unanimous that the words were never used, and the Clerk of
Presbytery had to write to tell that party's solicibor that there
was no truth in the charge that Mr. Macqueen made against
that person. I may say this, we deny everything Mr. Macqueen
brings ag;ainst us. We did our utmost to show Mr. Macqueen
by word and deed that he was our brother in the Presbytery
and went out of our way to do that and to show our respect and
we have not changed. Should he withdraw his charges our love
to him has not changed nor will change in the future.
Mr. Robert R. ,sinclair said: I am the youngest member of
the Northern Presbytery and I have known Mr. Macqueen and
I have had my own regard for him. I point thatO'Ut in order
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to make <ileal' again what 'has been said''hy Mr. Macfarlane.
There can be no question whatsoever of any personal animosity
against Mr. Ma,cqueen. There is another question, that is, in
connection with the whole of the Presbytery against one man.
The thing is unteILable in ecclesiastical courts and civil law cO'llrts
that one witness against four, five, six, or seven is to be given
a place at all in summing up the conclusion of evidence. Matters
would be altogether confused in any court if you are not going
to take the value and strength of witnesses. Now surely the
Church will give us the credit that we wO'llld like to conscientiously
tell the truth. There is one point, I don't know whether it should
be taken up or not. When the matter of the charge against Mr.
Sutherland was brought up at the Presbytery we did not get any
intimation of that until the day of the Presbytery. Rev. D. J.
Matheson, the Clerk of Presbytery, got Mr. Arthur's letter the
day before the Presbytery meeting.
When Mr. Macqueen
appeared befme the Presbytery he had his letter sent to that
party in Dornoch and had the rep~y in hand. Before the case
was taken up at the Presbytery Mr. Macqueen had his dissent
and appeal to Synod typed, because I saw him read it from a
ty.pe-written document from which he also proceeded to read
charges against the Presbytery at that point he was inteLTupted.
He then went over to a side seat and thereafter his dissent was
handed to me written on a bit of envelope. If this is inCOlToot
I am willing to withdraw. Well, I think it is a most peculiar
circumstance that Mr. Macqueen should have his dissent re Mr.
Sutherland typed before the ,caste was brought up !lit alL That
case was drawn u'p and thrown at us in the twinldiing of an
eye. In connection with the pro re natame€ting called, if it
was found conclusively that Mr. Matheson, our Olerk, was charged
in the press with falsehood do you think that we were doing
more harm than good to clear Mr. Matheson's character. We
would have done the very same thing for Mr. Macqueen. Could
we be doing more harm than good in seeking to clear the character
of a brother minister'''
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Mr. Kenneth Matheson, elder, said:: "It is out of anguish of
heart I would like to speak regarding the very sad case before
us to-day, viz. that ibetween the Northern Presbytery and the
Rev. Mr. Macqueen. It 1s said about the servant of the Lord,
he should not be self-willed, not soon 'angry, also to speak evil
of no man, hut gentle, showing aH meekness unto all men. From
the heginning of this Dornoch case the Northern Presbytery
showed aU meekness and faithfulness in endeavouring to hold
by the Word of God and how an elder should rule his house
in the fear of God. We read ,in the Word of God that a godly
woman went to Christ pleading He would 0llJst the devils out
of her daughter and not in anyway encourage evil spirits to
abide in her daughter-poor minister, elder, or church who would
in anyway encourage dancing."
[At this point Mr. Matheson
was stopped by the Moderator on a point of order]. Continuing,
he said: "We should be thankful that by the grace of God we
could say we would stand by the truth of God whatever we may
suffer in this world; whatever we may suffer fOT the cause that
was raised in 1893. ' No weapon that is formed against thee
shall prosper.' "
Mr. Macfarlane at this stage pressed upon the members of
the Northern Presbytery who wished to speak to do so now 80
thatJ they might not later on feel that they had neglected things.
Mr. William Grant said: "The most of the statement is taken
up with what took phvce at the Presbytery meeting at BonaI' on
24th September. I was not present at that meeting and
consequently Ica,nnot honestly comment on whaIt was done there.
With referenoe to the matter relating to Mr. Charles Sutherland,
Mr. Macfarlane and I were closely engaged in another matter
and we are not abile to testify to what was said 'but the other
members are of one mind apparentlyamd it is unnecessary for
me to! add anything."
Mr. D. J. Matheson said: "I might for the information of
the Synod state how the charge made by Mr. Macqueen against
Mr. Charles Sutherland came np before the Presbytery. Mr.
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Sutherland asked Mr. Macqueen at the p1'O re nat.a meeting of
the Presbytery did he ever s'ay to anyone that Mr. Matheson
(myself) and his family went to a Christmas party on the day
that he left Mr. Matheson at Lairg-the day the party was at
Dornoeh. Mr. Macqueen denied that he ever said to anyone that Mr.
Matheson and ,his family went to a Christmas dinner that day. I,
as Clerk of the Presbytery, rose and said that I believed I knew
Wlhat Mr. Sutherland had in view in asking such a question.
I said there was a rumour current in Domoch that I and my
family went to Altnagar on Christmas Day to a Christmas dinner
and what prompted Provost Murray to challenge me in the p'ress
for such a thing was the rumour currenf i'll Dornooh, and I turned
to Mr. Fraser, one of the membel'S of the Presbytey and said:
'Mr. Frasel', The Mound, told me that Mr. Macqueen, had said
to him, Mr. Matheson and his family have gone to a Christmas
dinner.' There was no foundation in fact for that mmour. It
is 'absolutely false that I and my family went anY'vhere for a
Christmas dinner."
Mr. John Grant, elder, then spoke. He said that not being
present at several of the meetings' that he was not in a position
to offer the same comment on the proceedings but he sincerely
hoped that Mr. Macqueen would even now see ,his way to withdraw
and express l1egret for his actions to the Northern Presbytery and
he felt sure that this is the feeling of his congregation.
Mr. Chades Sutherland, elder, said that what had been spoken
by the foregoing speakers was quite ,correct and he agreed with
what had been said. This finished the Northern Presbytery's
presentation of their case and Mr. Macqueen was then called
upon.
Mr. Ma;cqueen on rising made reference ill! a few opening words
to what Mr. R. R. Sinclair had said in his s.peech (see Mr.
S,inClair's words as reported on a preceding page). Mr. Macqueen
said that he wanted to correct what the Clerk of Synod had said.
The Clerk stated that he (Mr. Macqueen) had typed his appeal
before the meeting. Before the Most High he wished to say that
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all he had typed was this statement. He asked them was he
at the bar of the last Presbytery, an<l if he wasn't at the bar
how was it that the Moderator allowed Mr. Charles Sutherland
to go for him at the Presbytery as he did ~ That was all he
had typed.

Mr. Macqueen then began to read his 'paper wh~ch was as
foUows: "I was surprised to hear that a pm re nata meeting
of this Synod had been convened for the purpose of enquiring
into my attitude towards the Northern Presbytery re the Dornoch
case having particular reference to the charges made by me
against the said Presbytery, and to review any points arising out
of the case. As I had intimated an appeal from the Presbytery
to the Synod, which appeal would fall to be doolt with at the
Synod in ordinary course in May next, it would appear that an
attempt now to forestall the due consideration of that appeal
is incompetent, for in Wellwood Moncrieff's book on the Practice
of the Free Church of Scotland, 1877 Edition, in the chapter
where he discusses the constitution, powers and functions of the
Presbytery, it is stated at p. 63: 'It is' competent for the
Presbytery to petition the Synod or Assembly with relation to
any subject within the competency of thecouJ't to whom the
petition is addressed if the subject be not one which can come
up to that Court by reference, complaint, appeal or overture.'
In the same work at p. 118 it is also laid down: 'It has been
established by long practice that 'no judicial process of a serious
kin<l can be calTied out against a minister or probationer, except
by the use of what is called a libel.' I must at the outset,
therefore, protest against these proceedings as being ilTegular
and indeed unlawful. Und,er reservation of that objection, and
solely as a, matter of courtesy to the reverend CO'Urt, I now make
this statement.
As I have not been forma:]Jy loibelled, it is unnecessary for me

to deal at any length 1"ith the personal aspect of the Dornoch
case, but in deference to the (Synod I shall refer in passing to
my visit to Mr. MUlTay's house, Balloan, in the month of
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December last, which was purely accidental.

When I left home

to attend the Presbytery meeting at The Mound "-The Moderator:
"Wiill you go on to the statement." Mr. Macqueen: "This is
my statement." He then continued: "When I left home to
attend the Presbytery meeting at The Mound I had arranged to
put up for the two nights at the house of a friend, Mrs. Fraser.
Owing to illness in her house it was impossible for her to put
me up. After being kindly put up by the Rev. Mr. Mathcson
at Lairg for a night, it was necessary for me to return to The
Mound as he and his family were g,oing away for the day. On
returning to Mrs. Fraser's house I found that owing to the
continued illnelSiS of Miss Fraser it was impossible to put me
up there. I accordingly drove to BaUoun late in the afternoon,
having known Mr. Murray for over thirty years, and having no
thought in my mind of Christmas or party.
When I reached Balloan, Mr. Murray mentioned that the
children were to have a party of their schoolmates. I at once
offered to go to the hotel for the night, 'but Mr. Murray said
I would have III bedroom at the back of the house where I would
neither hear nor see them. All I saw of them was at the worship
in the drawing-room, when I asked for a blessin~ on the Word of
God."
Mr. Mackenzie rose to a point of order and asked if Mr.
Macqueen w;as in ord'er in mentioning matters which were not
before the Synod.
Mr. Macqueen, without waiting for the
Moderator's ruling, said: "I crave that I be allowed to make
my statement. Did I or anyone on my side interrupt? One
hour and fifty minutes have been occupied by your party, and,
I am not to be bludgeoned in this way." Mr. Macqueen then
continued to read his statement when Mr. D. Beaton rose to a
point of order and said the matter we have before us just now
is the statement of charges made bY' Mr. Macqueen Ilgainst the
Presbytery. The Synod was not concerned that day with the
points which Mr. Macqueen was raising., The Moderator-" Go
on with the 'charges." To which Mr. Macqueen replied: "I 'am
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not to be side-tracked at this meeting. I am a member of this
Court like any other member of the Court. I showed at the
very beginning of my statement that this was really unoonstitutional and unlawful. Therefore, I claim that I shall he allowed
to make my statement as they made very strong statements against
me, and I reserved my defence." Th~ Moderator: "Are you
coming to the Reference~" Mr. Macqu.een: "Will you let me
make my statement, Mr. Moderator~ Will this Court alIow me'"
The Moderator: "'Will the Court allow Mr. Macqueen to read
his paper~" Mr. James Fraser: "Yes', on condition it does not
take in any side issues." Mr. Macqueen: "I am not taking in
any side issues." Mr. Macqueen continued to read his statement.
He said: "I saw nothing to find fault with, and indulged in
and had no part in any frivolity of any kind. Looking to Mr.
Murray's connection with the Church, it would have been churlish
and not Christian in me to have refused llli; hospitality, and it
would also, I think, have been unchristian in me to have refused
to ask a blessing on the Word of God on account of the presence
of the children in view of our Master's precept in the 10th
chapter of -St. Mark's Gospel-To suffer little children to come
unto Him.
Nor could I have, as suggested, turned out the
children from another man's house, thus giving in exchange for
his hospitality injury and insult, especially as he was not a
member and elder of my congregation but was a member and
elder in the congregation of a bJ.1other minister. I may say that
I loathe dancing, and have and always shall bear testimony against
it." Mr. Mackenzie rising to point of order said this was not
what the Synod came to Inverness for. They came to hear
about the charges Mr. Macqueen was making against the Presbytery.
He appeared now, however, to be vindicating himself
against some charge made against himself.
Mr. Macqueen,
ignoring the point of order, endeavoured to continue but Mr.
Mackenzie asked the Moderator that the point be put to the
Synod. Mr. Macintyre said we were called here for a certain
purpose. We have nothing to do with what Mr. Macqueen has
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brought up just now. The Moderator: "Mr. Macqueen will
youoome to the Reference?" Mr. Macqueen: "lam not to
come to the accusations of the Northern Presbytery until I come
to the Synod ,in May. I say that all this is unconstitutional.
Have you me libelled. I am a member of this Court equally
with any of you. Have you the right to try and search me like
doctors on a dissecting table? I say according to the Word of
God and the practice of the Church, you have not."
Mr.
Macfarlane said it seemed to him that Mr. Macqueen was confusing the whole matter. There was no question of a libel. The
procedure was constitutional and lruwful as far as he understood.
The Moderator, addressing Mr. Macqueen, asked if he had a
copy of the Reference. MT. Ma,cqueen replied he had. The
Moderator: "Are you going to ~peak to it?" Mr. Macqueen:
"No, but I shall publish my statement.* I will say you refused
it as a Court." Mr. D. Beaton said the question of a libel did
not enter in here at all. This is a Reference sent up by the
Presbytery and we are to enquire, according to its terms,
especially into the charges alleged to have been made by Mr.
Macqueen against the Northern Presbytery.
Mr. Macqueen said he wished them to know that it was his
desire that the Courts of the Church should be ruled by the
Word of God and by the Constitution of the Church from the
Reformation, and he said to them most seriously, " Don't proceed
more, or else you will see that you are acting unconstitutionally."
Surely the charges that were laid against him in the Reference
were most serious, and as to the words of Mr. Macfarlane he
never heard more serious words in his life. If that was not
besmirching the character of anyone man, he did not know
what besmirching character was. The words that had proceeded
from one of the speakers were most damaging to any man, let
him be a minister or an elder or the man in the street. "So,
Mr. Moderator," continued Mr. Macqueen, "I say again that I
*The Statement was printed in the Northern Chroni,cle (Inverness),
27th N ovember.
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want my statement to be made and I am, as I said already,
a member of this Court, and the minority has its right as much
as the majority. I am in the sad minority and I feel it keenly.
God knows that I love the Free Presbyterian Church with a
soul love, but as long as I shaH live I shall not allow the Free
Presbyterian Church Courts to be dragged in this way to unscripturalness and unconstitutionalness."
The Moderator-" Is it the mind of the Court that Mr.
Macqueen be allowed to read the whole of his paper~ If it
is, let one of you move a motion. If it is not the mind of the
Court that is an end of it."
Mr. Beaton pointed out that there was no need of a motion.
A statement of certain charges alleged to be made by Mr.
Macqueen was before the Court. If he has anything in his
paper on this matter let him read it. The Moderator-Mr.
Macqueen are you to take up these charges ~
Mr. Macqueen-No. It is my intention, if the Lord will
spare me till the May meeting of Synod, and if you will not
deal more drastically with me, to prove, or at least to try to
prove, my accusations against the Northern Presbytery and all
those charges. Mr. Moderator, you can see for yourself that
before I could make these accusations surely there were grave
things said by the Northern Presbytery before I would say them.
I heard many a time reference to my "unfaithfulness" and
that they were faithful. Surely that was a showing up of him
at his time of life if he was unfaithful. The Moderator-Was
that by memhers of the Presbytery~ Mr. Macqueen-Yes.
The Moderator-They were charging you with unfaithfulness ~
Mr. Macqueen-Yes. The Moderator-In what respecH
Mr. Macqueen-For not standing up for them. The last words
the Moderator said were, "'Ve found you were not as harmonious
with us as we would like." I say before my Maker what made
me leave that Presbytery was this that Mr. Finlay Macleod
moved that I should be asked to apologise to Mr. Charles
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Sutherland, and they took three-quarters of an hour going at
me for my unfaithfulness and everything. If I was going to
apologise I would be trampling on my conscience, which I hope,
poor and all as I am, I have before my Maker kept, as far as
the cause of Christ is concerned and my adherence to it, pure
until now, and I hope I shall endeavour to do to the end, but
seeing you refuse me the right of reading my paper I say
again I protest. My appeal is in and I reserve my defence.
Mr. Mackenzie-On a point of order I object to the
word "right." He will have to prove that right. It is his
right to answer to these points and not to take in extraneous
matter.
'l'he Moderator-Mr. Macqueen has said before you that he
intends to take up the matter at tlle May meeting of the Synod.
It is for the Synod now in session to say yea or nay. Mr.
Macfarlane-What we have to do with is the Reference before
the Court. Mr. Macintyre-We have been called here in connection with the charges against the Northem Presbytery. Mr.
Macqueen has refused to answer these charges. The ModeratorDo you refuse, Mr. Macqueen, at this time to answer the charges'1
Mr. Macqueen-I protest against the whole proceedings because
they aJ'e irregular. I have not been libelled. Mr. MacintyreI hope Mr. Macqueen realises the seriousness of what he is
saying. Mr. Macfarlane-Lt is dissenting he means. Mr. Macqueen-I am protesting and dissenting. My dissent is in already.
Mr. Mackenzie-Do we take it he is protesting in the
ecclesiastical sense? Dr. Johnston-Will you from the Chair
inform us, first, are we " trying" anybody here at the moment'!
The Moderator-No. Dr. Johnston~Secondly, with regard to
charges, is there before us any single charge by the Northern
Presbytery against Mr. Macqueen'1 TheTe are statements but
no charges. Thirdly, aTe these charges befoTe us here not charges
made by MT. Macqueen against other parties °1 Mr. MacfarlaneThat is what we are pointing out aliI along. Dr. Johnston-We
are not trying anybody here but enquiring. May the Lord enable
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us to enqui:ve graciouffiy and faithfully and lovingly, and ,to
avoid eve:rythingthat wou'ld sound in any way of the world
political.
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The Moderator-Are you rebutting the charges, Mr. Macqueen,
that the Northern Presbytery are making against you here~ Mr.
Mackenzie-On a point of order, it is not the Northern Presbytery
that is making the charges. The Moderatorr-No, he is making
them against the Northern Presbytery. (To Mr. Macqueen)What have you to say to this ~ Mr. Maicqueen-l told them at
the Presbytery meeting that I, stood by aH the charges, and I
say again since the month of August at Presbyteries and at
other places as well I had to stand a gruelling experience in
connection with this business. I may say it wrought so much
on me that I had even to attend a doctor owing to the way it
affected my heart. I said at a; Presbytery meeting at Dornoch,
" Are you not afraid that you might be the cause of my death~"
with the way they were searching into me and diving into me.
I appealed to them to let go. Would they ~ No, they would
have the last word. As I said already I reserve my defence.
I have a conscience like any other human being. I am a sinful
being, and the Lord knows my feelings many a time, but I want
Scripturalness and I want the Constitution of this Church to
he kept clear. Did I say a word when they were making their
statements against me~ Not one word. But I did not get to
read very many sentences when they blocked me. \Vas that
treatment to a bmther~
Mr. D. Beaton said the statement by Mr. Macqueen cleared
the air. Mr. Macqueen stood by ali the charges. That was a
statement made to a Court of the Church. Mr. N. MacintyreI would like Mr. Macqueen to say he meant these charges here.
The Moderator-Are you adhering to these charges against the
members of the Northern P:vesbytery~
Mr. Macintyre-Mr.
Macqueen said he made these statements at the P:vesbytery and
was adhering to these charges. Does he mean the charges we
have been called to consider? Mr. Macqueen-l don't know
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whether they are in the very words which were read to me at
the Pmsbytery. I stand by everyone of them. Mr. Macintyre:
"Do you st~ll llJdhere to them~" Mr. Maequeen: Yes, to every
one of them.
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T,he Moderator then &,;ked if the members of the Northern
Presbytery had anything to say in repIy.

Mr. Macfarlane said they had been llJccused of forestalling
Mr. Macqueen in this matter, but there had been no such attempt.
There was a dissent and complaint from Mr. Macqueen for the
May Synod. That did not come into the day's business. They
had the feeling that the paper of Mr. Macqueen, however, nseful
and, however, needful it might be, was irrelevant. It was an
eA"llJIDple of expert side-tracking. What they had to do with
was their rights, and they held that the Reference was competent
and legal and that they were not aeting ul1constitutionllJlly and
unlawfully. He thought that the Synod should see to it that that
wou[d be totally denied. As far as the Reference was concerned,
were these charges against them as a Court of the Church true
or untrue~ If they were true it was a very serious thing to
allow them to go on meeting as a Gourt of the Church. " There
isn't any basis or bottom for this preposterous rubbish," concluded
Mr. Macfarlane.

Mr. SineLair, Wick.-We are the party open to condemnation
if these charges can be proved by Mr. Ma,cqueen. He sticks to
his charges and l'efuses to express regret. It is for Mr. Macqueen
to go ahead to prove these charges. If they are true we should
Iliot be members of the Northel'n Presbytery and ministers of the
Church. We are ly,ing under this until we are cleared. We
are not prosecuting. It is! Mr. J\tLacqueen who has been prosecuting. We referred this to the Supreme Court of our Church.
What have you to say about it~
Is the Synod to say Mr.
Macqueen is right and we are wrong, or are the charges baseless"?
Mr. Macqueen sa,ys he has proof, and if he convinces the Synod
we are gone.

~~,
,',..

;j~;
':~

i

~:".:,I

~.

l';

~

'~

l

~~,

,
yt

Pro Re Nata Meeting of Synod.

"fit

!J

.~

Z)

it

381

Mr. Charles ,sutherland, Dornoch-1 would iike to say one
or two words. Am I to he left under this lie of Mr. Macqueen
by saying that my cousin said that I accused Mr. Macqueen at
the Presbytery of miscalling a hrother minister in heT house.
1:11 I was to say such it would be a deliberate lie, because she
never said .any such thing to me: Am I to lie under such?
Mr. Finlay Macleod, Dornoch--;Mr. Macqueen says I did repeat
what I didn't repeat or didn't say-that I asked him to apologise
to Mr. Charles Sutherland. I say with all my heart, as I told
Mr. Macqueen, that I never in this world used such words. I
did say that he might write to the party and express regret that
he misunder&tood the matter. That was the statement and I did
not make it as a motion. I simply suggested to the Presbytery
that that should be the procedure.
Mr. D. J. Matheson-May I ask this question? Mr. Macqueen
had plenty of time to prove the statements he made against us
as a Presbytery. vVhy does he not do it now~
Members of Synod then proceeded to put questions. Mr.
Mackenzie said he wished to ask a question regarding paragraph
8 in statement of charges. What exactly was the dissent and
complaint in connection with?
Mr. Matheson-That was in connection with the case in which
Mr. Macqlleen accused Mr. Charles Sutherland with hav,ing
accused him ,in a house in Dornoch that he had been miscalling
a brother minister in the house. Because that was not inserted
in the Presbytery minutes he dissented and complained. The
Moderator-CC Was that the dissent and complaint you referred
to Mr. Macqueen?"
Mr. Macqueen-1 think I made it amply clear that I withhold
everything until my case is IleaI'd in May. I dissented and complained against everything that was done to me in the Northern
Presbytery from the time they called the pro re nata meeting.
Mr. Macintyl'e said he wished to ask a question of members
of the Northern Presbytery. Mr. Macqueen said he still adhered
to his charges. The first of these was that they were trying
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to make big men of themselves and besmirching his character.
"I should like," he continued, "to put to all the members of
the Northern Presbytery this question, and I would begin at
the Far North~Mr. Sindair, had you any thought in your mind
or are y;ou conscious by word or action of doing anything to
make a great man of yourself and besmirching Mr. Maequeen's
chara.cter 1
Each of the members of the Presbytery present answered in
the negative. Mr. Macintyre then s!Lid: "I am going to appeal
to Mr. :M:acqueen. In my opinion all the other questions are very
much hanging on the first one, and seeing that all the answers
of the members of the Northern Presbytery were in the negative
I would appeal to him, fOT the sake of the cause which we all
love and whieh he loves-and he and I were connecte,d with it
:mmost from the beginning, and we are the two oldest ministers
in the Church-I would appeal for the sake of the Free Presbyter'ian Church that Mr. Macqueen wiU withdraw this. I can go
no further than that.
The Model'atar-What have you to say, Mr. Macqueen ~
Mr. Macqueen-I have nothing to say, Mr. Moderator, but
what I have said already. I adhere to all. He wished there had
been a witness to what he endured from the PJ:esbytery in DOl'noch
and at Bonar-Bridge until he left it. "I am sorry now," he
added, "that I did not dissent at the Dornoeh Presbytery. It
would have saved myself a great deal of heart pain, and perhaps
it would have preserved the cause of Christ in connection with
this Church better if I had done that then."
The Moderator-Mr. Macintyre has asked if you arc accepting
what the members of the Northern Presbytery said just now.
They were speaking in the sight of God and said they had
nothing in their mind in any way against you.
Mr. Macqueen-I can't from the bottom of my heart accept
that, owing to their conduct towards me and the revelation they
gave, not at alII of a Christian spirit but of a very bitter spirit.
That is the spirit I experienced.
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Dr. J ohnston-I wish to ask the Northern Presbytery one
question. I desire first of all. to explain why I ask the question.
It is because a, certain section of the Press of late has used a
word which gives a meaning to some which it does not bear with
regard to a Church Court~that the Northern Presbytery held
meetings in secret. \Vere these meetings in private in the
ordinary ecclesiastical sense or were they held in secret in the
ordinary sense? 'Vere they ordinary Presbytery meetings'l
Mr. Macfarlane~The way I understood the matter, put quite
frankly, was that for these r0asons given the pl'ivate aspect
began, I think, with the Presbytery in DingwalL There was a
motion made and seconded that it would be private. I don't
think thel'e was a motion made and seconded at the others that
they would be private, but I think it was unanimously taken for
granted, to sce if a suitable conelusion could be reached. The
Inverness elders sent a petition asking to come and the Clerk
wrote them to come to a private conference.
Dr. Johmston said he was quite satisfied with the explanation.
He wished to dispel from the minds of the Court and Church
that the private meeting was of the type some sections of the
press Illilde it out to be. It was an ordinary meeting, as is
competent in Church law.
Mr. D. J. Matheson--There was only one meeting private of
this Presbytery since this began~the meeting in Dingwall. All
the other meetings of Presbytery were not private in the strict
sense of the term. There was no motion to the eHect that they
would be held in private. There was a motion in the case of
the Presbytery held in Dingwall on the 2nd August. That was
the only time.

Mr. James Fraser--To clear the air, I don't understand how
this matter of Mrs. Grant's house comes in. Mr. Sutherland
asked a straight question of Mr. Macqueen and then there appears
to be some ·confusion about it. What was the motive of asking
this question of Mr. Macqueenabout what happened ,in a certain
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house'? I ask that by way of clearing my own mind and trying
to be straight.
Mr. D. J. Matheson-I don't quite understand Mr. Fraser.
Mr. ]<'raser-Why did this come in at all 'I Mr. Sutherland is
saying it wasn't ,a charge, but at the same time he took the
matter up and asked 'a straigbt question of Mr. Macqueen. What
was the motive of asking that question 'I
Mr. Charles Sutbel1land--My reason for putting that question
to Mr. Macqueen was that Mr. Macqueen said he left Mr.
Matheson that day not thinking thalt it was a Christmas Day
or a time of festivals, and now as the rumoUJ: was so much
about the parish of Dornoch he said that it was sad fOl' Mr.
Matheson to have gone to a Christmas dinner at Altnagar. I
rose and asked Mr. Macqueen the question if he said to any
person that when he left Mr. Matheson he left him going himself
and his family to a Christmas dinner. Mr. Macqueen replied
and said, "I never did." I turned and asked Malcolm Fraser
if he heard any such thing and Mr. Fra..'ier's words I did not
catch-he only muttered~and I sat down. That was aU that
was said.
Mr. Fraser-I gathered there was insinuation there without
pl'oof, but we can't go by rumours in Court. We haven't proof.
If you believe all that is in the Press we al'e away with it.
The Moderator (to Mr. Sutherland)-Were you insinuating
all!ything by asking that question of Mr. Macqueen'? Mr. Sutherland-I just only asked the question, and I took his answer and
s'at down.
Mr. Matheson-His motive, as far as I know, was that M1'.
Macqueen said he didn't know it was Christmas. Mr. Sutherland
said: "Did you say then that Mr. Matheson had gone to a
Christmas party'?" Mr. Macqueen formerly said he didn't know
it was ChristlW1S.
The Moderator asked for further questions, but as none were
forthcoming he said: Well it seems to me there are no further
questions to he asked. We must now deliberate on the ca..'ie.
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I ask the Court is their deliooration to be in public or private.
If it is to be in private a motion mnst be moved to that effect.
Dr. Johnston moved that the Synod deliberate in private and
give any decision it might come to in public. Mr. D. M.
Macdonald, Portree, seconded. Mr. Mackenzie suggested that the
word "finding" was the more proper word to use. Dr. J ohnston
-My reason is this that we can't deliberate except in private.
The Moderator-It is in accordance with ecclesiastical law and
the general procedure of the Church.
Mr. Matheson-I suggest that the members of the Northern
Presbytery, who have a right to sit with the Synod, should not
vote in coming to a decision. The Moderator-Arc you a;)l agreed
to tha suggestion of Mr. Matheson? "Agreed." The' Moderator
-Are you agreed, Mr. Macqueen? Mr. Macqueen--I am not
a party to it at alL
The Synod members then retired to consider their. finding,5.
Complete harmony prevailed and thongh the Synod was absent
for a consideI'll,ble time this was not due to any want of harmony
llJnong the members but owing to the care they wished to exercise
in arriving at their finding.
After an absence of about 1 hour, 40 minutes, they returned
and the Moderator read the finding of the Synod as follows:THE SYNOD'S FINDING.

We find no grounds of fact whereby Mr. Macqueencan be
justified in his attitude towards members of the Northern Presbytery as refened to in the Reference, and, further, we are
eonvinced as to the integrity of each of the members of the
Northern Presbytery immediately implicated in view of their
solemn declaration and nothwithstanding the charges aHeged
against them. We rewrd that in face of the repeated invitations
to substantiate the a:1leged charges Mr. Ma{l(fueen declined to do so.
"That," added the Moderator, "is the unanimous finding of
t;he Synod."
Mr. Macqueen-That means, Mr. Moderator, that you justify
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the Northern Presbytery in their treatment of me. That is the
meaning of what you have there recorded.
The Moderator-What has the Synod to say to that' Has
any member anything to say to Mr. Macqueen'
Mr. Macintyre·-vVe dealt with the statement of charges in
the Reference. That is all wc did.
Mr. Macqueen-You know that YOUI' decision is condemning
me from the heginning to the end, and I now, as a minister of
the Free Presbyterian Church, in my own name and in name of
all who will. follow me, protest emphatically against such an
Ul1scriptural adion from the Session, the Presbytery, and now
the Synod.
The Moderator-\Vould you explain the meaning of your
protest'
Mr. Ml~cqueen-I mean exactly the whole thing from the
beginning to the end. I stated to the Presbytery that this whole
procedure was unconstitutional and ullScriptural, and that the
proceedings of the Session were unscriptural and unconstitutional.
The Presbytery took up the same attitude without ever enquiring
into whether the Scriptures or the -Constitution of the Church
were calTied out.
Mr. Mackenzie-This is entirely out of order.
Mr. Mrwqueen (warmly)-You asked me to explain myself,
Mr. Moderator. How then did you allow that man to get up.
Surely this is treatment with a vengeance.
'Dhe Moderator-There is no more, I think, to be said.
Mr. Maequeen-I have no more to say. That is my final word.
Mr. D. Beaton-Mr. Macqueen has protested. Is it in the
ecclesiastical sense? If so it is very serious.
Mr. Macqueen-I use it in every sense of the term. I say
again I wnsider that the whole of this case is unscriptural and
unconstitutional, and as a member of this Synod I cannot bear
that it should go on unscripturally and unconstitutionally. I
protest in my own name and in the name of all who will follow
me against such proceedings.
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Mr. Matheson-I should like to get some ruling as to how
the Northern Presbytery ax·e to act.
The Moderator-It is for the Synod to say what ruling they
are to suggest.
At this stage Mr. Macqueen rose and walked out of the church,
followed by a number of the public present.
After a slight pause in the proceedings, the Moderator said : The Northern Presbytery has asked a question through their
Clerk for a ruling as to how they were to act. The Presbytery
in their Reference didn.'t 'ask for a ruEng. You have the law
yourselves which you must carry out. Noti0e must be taken of
the protest that has been made, and that must be oonsidered
by the Synod.
Mr. Ma.cfatlane thoug'ht there should be an evening sederunt
to consider the point. Mr. Mackenzie-Isn't it usual to consider
the protest in committee' Mr. Tallach-We are"wl very tired,
and seeing this isa very serious business we ought to adjourn
for a oouple of hours and come hack and ·consider the matter.
It was agreed to meet at five o'clock in Committee and in Synod
at 6.15 p.m. The meeting was closed with praise and prayer.
EV:ENING SEDERUNT.

,

According to terms of adjournment the Synod met pro re nata
at 6.15 p.m. The sederunt was the same as the morning one
with the exception of Mr. Macqueen who was absent.
Mr.
Maeintyre moved the following resolution : The Synod, having regard to the requirements of the law
of the Church, and being anxious to show all forbearance and
brotherliness towards Rev. Ewen MacQueen, and .having doubt
as to what significance he attaches to his protest of this afternoon, hereby instruct the Clerk of the Synod to write Mr.
Macqueen and report to the Clerk of the Northern Presbytery
forthwith.
Mr. D. Beaton seconded the motion which was
unanimously agreed to.
The meeting closed with praise and prayer.
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Explanatory Notes.
Th(~Committeeappointedby

the pru re nota meeting of Synod

tD draw up a report of its proceedings for the Magazine consider

it necessary. that some explanation be given to the readers of
the Magazine of certain technj,cal terms that emerged in course
of the proceedings.
Pro re nata Meeting. A p1'0 re nata meeting of Presbytery
or Synod is a meeting called during the interval between one
ordinary meeting and another, in consequence of some unexpected
business having arisen which requires to be immediately attended
to. Such a meeting may be called by the Moderator, either on
his own initrative, or in consequence of a requisition addressed
to him by the members. The specific object must be distinctly
srtated in the circular calling it, and no other busness can be transIt differs from an
acted by it (Monerieff's Practice, p. 35).
ordinary Synod in that it is limited to the business for which
it is called. There is no roving commision given to any member
of the Synod, whoever he is, to introduce any other business.
In the case of a pro re nata meeting of Synod there must be
at least three ministerial signatures to the requisition (Mon0rieff,
p. 75). Moncrieff further adds in regard to 1)1'0 re nata meetings
of Synod that they were seldom called eXicept when the Synod,
at a previous ordinary meeting, had foreseen the probable
expediency of calling it, and had specially authorised the
Moderator to do so. Bllt the Act 1647 asserts the right of the
Synod to assemble pro re nata as well as at ·ordi11Jory times
(Moncrieff, p. 7.5). The conduct of the Moderator in calling
the meeting must be considered and approved or disapproved
at the outset before the Synod pnweeds to del1JI with the subject
for which it has been summoned. The Moderator's conduct in
calling the meeting at Inverness was approved by the Synod.
An these other requirements were also fulfilled in the pro re nata
meeting of Synod held at Inverness. It was convened in strict
aecordance with the law of the Church as set down in our law
book.
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This is one of the ways by whi<lh a case comes
The Clerk of the lower
oou:rt prepares and transmits to the Clerk of the higher court
the paper,s, documents, and extracts bearing on the Reference.
When a Reference comes up before. a Court the Clerk reads
the minute of the lower Court sending up the Reference as was
done in this case. Parties are then called to the har of the Court
and state reasons why the Reference should be sustained or
dismissed. The ,Synod having heard parties decide whether the
Reference should be sustained or dismissed. The members of
the Court are then permitted to ask questions of the parties in
the case (Moncrieff, pp. 20, 21, 60, 61). If sustained, as it was
in the present case, parties leave the bar and are heard on the
merits of the case stated in the Reference. Those who have
sent up the Reference are heard first and those who are opposed
to the Reference are next heard and then the parties sending
up the Reference are heard in reply. Members are confined to
the terms of the Reference which in the present case was (1)
to enquire into the attitude of Rev. Mr. Macqueen towards the
Presbytery re the Dornoch case, having particular reference to
the charges made against the Northern Presbytery, and (2) to
review, at their discretion, any points necessarily arising out of
the case. The Reference thus asked (1) for an inqui1'y (not trial)
into Mr. Macqueen's attitude, having particular reference to
Mr. Macqueen's charge,~ against the Presbytery; note, not 0harges
by the Presbytery against Mr. Macqueen; (2) and to review, at
their discretion, any point necessarily arising out of the case. The
Reference did not ask for a review at the discretion of any
individual member for or against the Reference but at the
discretion of the Synod-quite a different matter. Members of
Synod were not at -liberty to introduce matters with which the
Reference had. nothing to do and the Moderator had: occasion to
call three members of the Northern Presbytery to order because
they were int110ducing matters outwith the Reference. It would
ReferetY/JCe.

up from a lower court to a higher.
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have been quite unconstitutional for the Synod to allow discussion
of matters that were excluded by the terms of the Reference.
Libel. Dr. Mair, an authority on ecclesiastical law,defines a
Libel as "the formal indictment by which a minister or
probationer is charged with misconduct or heresy" (Digest of
Church Laws). While a minister is entitled to demand that a
libel be served on him when a question is raised concerning his
conduct Moncrieff points out that the Form of Process would
restrain a Presbytery from instituting or enterta,ining a regular
process against any minister until all means have been exhausted
for preventing the necessity of such a process being entered on
(Moncrieff, p. 118, sec. 7) and again he points out there are three
distinct grounds which may warrant or require a Presbytery to
entertain or frame a Libel and ~vithout one of which it is contrary
to the Form of Process for a Presbytery to entertain a charge of
scandal * against a minister so far as even to cite the Minister
or in any way begin a process. The three grounds are (1) a
complaint involving a charge of immorality or heresy; (2) a
person undertaking to make out a Libel containing such a charge,
under the pain of being censured as a slanderer if he fail to do
so; (3) a fama clamosa so great that the Presbytery find it
necessary to begin a process without an accuser. It will be
thus seen that the serving of a hbel is a very serious matter,
and that section 7, p. 118 in Moncrieff is to he seriously considered
before serving a libel. Besides it should not be forgotten that

it is the accuser who is expected to serve the libel. The members
of the Northern Presbytery in the present case are not the
acc'users but the accl~sed and if this case demands the serving a
libel it is they who have a right to demand that a libel be served
on them.
Point of Order. In the course of a discussion any member
has a right to call another to order and when this is done, the
*Scandal is used here in its ecclesiastical sense, offence,
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person speaking should stop until the question of order is determined (MoDcrieff, p.70). If the Moderator's ruling is not acceptable appeal may be made to the Synod. It is unooIlLStitutional
and disTespectful to the Moderator to continue speaking as if
no ruling had been given.

Private Meetings. The press has made a great deal of what
they teI1med "secret" meetings. The correct term, of course, is
" private." All kirk-session meetings are p,·ivate unless it is
agreed to by the session to meet in public. All meetings of
Presbyteries (except when students are being examined) and
Synods are public unless they decide to meet in private, in which
case a motion to that efl'ed must be moved, seconded and carried.
Finding of Synod. Let it be noted the finding of the ,synod
was not a sentence passed on Mr. Macqueen ,but a finding. Mr.
Macqueen after being appealed to several times to bring forward
proofs to ffi~bstantiate his charges made agaiIlLSt the Northern
Presbytery absolutely refused to do so. The Synod therefore
in the 'absen<le of such proofs was hemmed in to the finding it
came to. Mr. Macqueen protested against this finding on the
ground that it condemned him and justified the Northern Presbyt~ry. The Synod siIJ.1ply expressed its confidence in the members
of the Presbytery notwithstanding the charges made against
them by their accuser (Mr. Macqueen).
P'·ocedure again.st the Decisions of a Supreme Court. There is
no procedure against a decision of a supreme court except that
of dissent with reasons.
There is no room for Complaint or
Appeal, etc.
The Committee would counsel our people to keep calm.
Especially would they warn them against believing what appears
in letters of amateur ecclesiastical lawyers printed in the press.
This applies particularly to the scri'OOs who profess to be Free
Presbyterians but who lack the courage to come o~t into the
light of day so that one might know whether any wflight should

392

Fl'ee Presbyterian Magazine.

be attached to their productions or not. It is not the first time
that the light of day has robbed men who appeared to be mighty
in the darkness of all their supposed courage and skill.

T HERE

Happy for One Night.

dwelt in a certain town a young Lady, rem:3Jrkable
for her great personal lovelinesS' and winning manners.
lffiattery had not, however, left her heart unscatbed; and she,
though tbe child of many prayers, longed to break loose from
the silken bonds of love, and to rush into the raIse glare of
worldly pleasure. Hitherto, indeed, she had been kept from those
scenes of public gaiety, which so hardens woman's heart, by
the tears and entreaties of her mother. But she was nearing
womanhood, and her heart rebeilled against what she termed
"religious captivity," and nothing short ofa father's command
could now restrain her. Home 'Was made as agreeable as possible,
and she was loved with all her faults, with a love which was
al.most too great to bestow on mortals. But still her heart asked
for the ballroom, the card-party and the theatre; and she cried:
" I wish I could be happy for one night!"
Her father was hid upon a sick-bed, unconsciously moanin~
in his pain. One night while the anxious mother watched beside
him, she, who should have shared her weariness and smoothed
her sufferer's pillow, stole, thinly dressed, from her home and
passed the hours until grey morning in a scene of unhallowed
revelry. What a sight for angeils to behold !-the mother weeping, praying, and ministering beside the sick-bed of him! who
had so tenderly loved his children; while the daughter, young
and strong to perform the work of love was "killing time" in
the giddy whirl of the midnight dance; mingling with those
whose character shut them out from her father's fireside, and
hearing things all new to one taught by a praying mother. She
wanted to be happy and for one night she had the kind of
happiness she desired. But it fled with the first beam of day;
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and she crept, like a thief, half-clad to her home; and shivering
Two weeks from that day
she was taken from that bed to her coffin! Poor beauty! She
had been often reproved, but hardened her heart, and now sudden
destruction had came upon her. Parents, pastor, Sabbath schoolte3leher, had laboured for her soul's welfare, while she, vain child,
made a mock at sin. When her lovely form was stretched in
restless agony on her oouch, she moaned pitifully in her wanderings: "Oh, if I had only known this "-" Oh! if I could have
seen it before "-" Is it possible, is it possible that I am numbered
with the dead '-Mother, mother, pray for me." Oh! then she,
who used to elude her pastor and friend, lest he might speak of
her soul, called his name wildly throughout the long night and
when he came, begged piteously that he would not leave her.
Thus she died, and that face, <all too lovely for the grave,
seems to speak from the coffin's pillow a warning to those children
of praying pa,rents who will seek their portion beIow. That
sweet face had ensnared her soula;nd she had preferred the
flattery of the triiler to the love of God.
The writer, when ministering beside the poor suffel'er, as her
large, earnest eyes were raised pleadingly to physician and pastor,
and every remark and every prayer only received the o'tle answr
___ H
Oh! if I had only known this "--felt that it is indeed a
fearful thing for the child of a Christian home, the scholar of
a Sabbath school, to break loose from such heaveITly restraints,
a:nd madly chose vnnity as her portion. "She that liveth in
pleasure is dend while she liveth."-Christian Treas1~rJ!.

to her very heart, sought her bed.

I'

Short Gleaning.
THE ROD OR THE CROWN-ALl, WELL.

" He led them through the depths as through the wilderness"
(Psa. 106. 9).
Who doubteth but God can bring us to Heaven
through adversity and suffering'?
vVhen ye are come to the

394

Free P1'esbytel'ian Magazine.

other side of the' water, ye shall then be forced to say, "If
God had done otherwise with me than He hath done, I had
never come to the enjoyment of this crown of glory."
It is
your part now to believe, suffer, and hope and wait on; for I
protest, that I would not want the sweet experience of the
consolations of God but for the bitterness of affliction.
Nay,
whether G0d come to His children with a rod or a crown, if
He come Himself with it, it is well.
Believe God's love and power more than you believe your
own feelings and experiences.
Your Rock is Christ, it is not
the Rock which ebbs and 'flows, but your sea.-Samuel Rutherford.

Notes and Comments.
A Happy New Year.-By the time this Magazine is in the
hands of many of our readers the year 1935 will have passed
into. history. It has been ,a momentous year in many respects
in the history of our nation for while there is striking evidence
of material progTess and prosperity in the nation yet the dark
cloud of unemployment is still hanging ovh many homes. There
isa feverish unrestlessness among the nations that bodes ill for
the future. No one ever knows when a spark may set the pile
of combustible material into 'llJ blaze. This was brought home
to the European nations when Mussolini in his defiant and
trucnlent way set at defiance the counsels of the nations and
heedlessly plunged into war with Abyssinia. What the issue
will be is known to God alone. In the homes of many of our
readers the vacant places will be all the more vacant as the
presence of those who were with them a year ago becomes all
the more apparent at this season of the year. To all such we
tender our sympathy and pray that the Lord would bless these
dispensations of His providence. To those of our readers who
have been stricken down with ill-health and whose ot,ltlook on
the future is darkened by dark and menacing douds we would
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like manner commend to the care and mercy of Him that
does all things well. We wish all our readers, young and old,
a happy; New Year and a happy 'Eternity.

ill

A Word of Kindly Cheer.-In the December issue of the
Gospel Magazilne (London) the Editor is his preface to vo!' 1xx.
says: "The ,eondition of the professing Church saddens the hearts,
we feel sure, of all our readers. We cannot but deplore the
increasing apostasy from Bible truth and the increasing worldlineSiS amongst professing Christians, together with the growing
desecmtion of the Lord's Day.
In this connection we feel
constrained to say how thankful we have been recently to notice
the firm stand against promiscuous dancing which has been taken
by our brethren in the Free Presbyterian Church. The evils of
the times should send us to our knees. May we increasingly
give ourselves to prayer." We thank Mr. Houghton for his
kindly words and pass them on to our readers. In one of the
popular weeklies published in London one of the most outstanding
leaders of the Salvation Army compliments the Dornoch elders
on setting their faces against this popular form of worldliness
and sticking to their guns notwithstanding the obloquy heaped
on them from certain quarters. There is a wide gulf between
the Fl'ee Presbyterian Church and the Salvation Army but it
is evident that the leader referred to above recognises promiscuous
dancing as a form of worldliness that merits condemnation.
Christianising Amusements.-According to the Evening
Dispatch (Edinburgh), 9th December, the Rev. Alexander
Ferguson, !,:.D., minister of St. Andrew's Church, Falkirk, on
a Sabbath night preached a sermon to a large congregation in
which he upheld <lards, dancing, and theatres-in moderation.
The Puritans, who condemned these as wrong, went too far in
Mr. Ferguson's opinion.
Those who thought they could
judiciously share in these amusements were not the less Christians
in doing so discriminately.
Christianise the amusements and
there would be no harm in them said Mr. Ferguson. The preacher
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must have a strange view of these amusements if he imagines
they can be Christianised. Hundreds who were addicted to these
pleasures when they became Christianised themselves gave them
up forever. The experience of the professing Church has ibeen
that when she smiles upon such amusements and allows indulgence
in them she becomes carnalised in accordance with a law that
operates as surely as that by which fire burns.

"Peace and Truth."-This is the organ of the Sovereign
Grruce Union and the October number is specially interesting
having among other ,items articles dealing with phe Revivals in
:England, Swtland, Ireland and Wales two hundred years ago.
There is also a sermon on Christ our Righteousness by Georgoe
Wihitefield.
There is an editorial note in which the editor
expresses his agreement with the Northern Presbytery's statement
as given im the September issue of the Magazine.

Church Notes.
Communions.-February-First Sabbath, Dingwall; third,
Stornoway. March-First Sabbath, Ullapool; second, Portrec
and Ness; third, Finsbay; fourth, Kinlochbervie; fifth, North
Tolsta. South African Mission-The following are the dates of
the Communions--Last Sabbath of March, June, ,september and
December. Note.-Notice of any additions to, or alterations of,
the above dates of Communions should be sent to the Editor.
Church History Books.-It is desired that payment for
<lopies sold of our Chureh History book be made not later than
February to Rev. W. Grant, Halkirk. Unsold copies are to be
returned to Inverness (as preViOl.lS~y instructed). Payment for
copies of the "Confession of Faith" sold should be made to
Mr. F. Beaton, 11 Greig Street, Inverness.-William Grant.
Safe Arrival of Rev. D. Macleod in Canada.-We have
rC<leived a letter from Rev. D. Maeleod .informing us of his safe
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arrival at Toronto. Should 'any friends desire to eommunieate
with him they may write to him earl' of Mr. Macivor, 665 Lipton
Street, Winnipeg.

Opening of New Meeting House in Lewis.-On
'Wednesday, 27th November, friends of the Church from
nearly evPl'y part of Lewis gathered for publ,ic worship at
Swo1'(11e, Knock, Lewis. By the whole-heartedness of a few loyal
Free Presbyterians, a meeting-house had just belm ('ompleted,
capable of seating about 120 persons. Rev. Malcolm Gi11ie8,
Stornoway, presided at the opening services and preached frCHn
Psalm CXXXIl, H-16, and again in the evening' from r Tim.
I, 15. The building was eompletdy filled by the eongregation.
The eollection whieh wa.." over £30 assured the opening of this
plaee of worship, free of debt. It is very remarkable that after
the lapse of over 40 yeal'S sinee our Church was formed, that
we should have a meeting-honse in the Eye Peninsula, where
we had only ~L few adherpnts and 110 regular diets of worship.
-ltfalcolm Gillies.
A Text for Free Presbyterians and Others in the
Present Trouble.--The Apostle Peter, writing to the strangers
seattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadoeia, Asia and
Bithynia, says: "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened to you
. FOl' the time is come that judgment
mm,t begin at the house of God; and if it first begin at us,
what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God.
And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly
and sinner appear1" (1. Pet. iv. 12-18). These solemn and
arresting words have a message for the converted and unconverted. It says to His people-(l) Think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial that is to try you as though some
strange thing happened to you.
'l'he fiery tl'ial is the
appointment of heaven and they are not to think it strange.
(2) '!.'hey are solemnly reminded that judgment mt(st begin at
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the house of God~ There is It divine necessity that this should
be so however dm:k it may be to them. But the words have
abo a very solemn message for the unconverted. (1)" 'What
shall be the eud of them that obey not the gospel of God~"
That is a very solemn question which the Apostle leaves their
own cOni:iCiellCe to answer. If the storm that strike,; the house
of God be so severe what shall the end be of tho"e who obey
not the gospel of God '1 (2) And if the salvation of the righteous
uc so ditlicult as revealed by the trial of fire where shall the
Ilngudly ,lIld silJlw]' appear'! Tlwy have no refuge to {{ee to
and no hope that the stoml which has begun that it will lwye
an end. 'l'he fiery trial therefOTe through which God's people
are passing Ims a message not only for them but for the
nnregenerate also.

Meeting of Northern Presbytery.-The Northern Presbyter)' lllet at Dingwall Oil 9th December, 1935, when the following
motions were pa;jsed : -(1) "As the Presbytery understand that
the Rev. Finlay Macleod and his kirk-session are willing to
IJave their part of the Dornoch case reviewed by the Synod,
this Presbytery hereby record that they also arc most willing
to have their part of tlJC Dorno"h ease and of Rev. Ewoll
lVIaequeen's case brought under the review of the Supreme
Court of the Church, and illstrud the Clerk to give every facility
to the Supreme Court a" requin'd." (2)" The Court taking
the circumstance::; into consideration llleanwhile defer the second
,·itntioIJ " to He". E. l.'vhwqueen.
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