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THE Synod met this < ,year, at Inverness, 0!l Tuesda~,.
',' " the 17th day of Ma.y. at 6.30 p.m. Drv:me worstnp
wa.s conducted by the retiring Moderator, ohe Rev.D.
M. Macdonald, Portree, who preached from Jer. VI.
16,-" Thus saith the Lord: stand ye in the waY9, and
see, and a~k for the old paths" where is the good way,
and walk th~rein and ye shall find rest for your souls"
Tbereafter the, Synod was duly constituted., There was
a la,rge attendance of the general public.
' "
,!he following members were present:-SOUTHERN
PRESBXTERY-Revs. Neil Cameron and Neil Macintyre,
ministers, with, Messrs Captain k. K. Macleod,' Edinburgh; Alex<J.nder Macleod, Glasgow, ruling elders.
NORTHERN :PRESBYTERY-Revs. D. Bea,ton (Clerk)"E.
Macqueen, William Grant, Finlay .Macleod, 'ind Dortald
J. Matheson, ,rn.ipisters, with Messrs" MalcQlmFras.er,
DOJillPch; Samuel Fraser" I)ingwall; JamesCampbe1l ,
ruling elderf? _WE,STERN PREsByTERY-Reys, oMur'Oo
l\;lcr:rison, D. M. ~1.acdonald (Moderator), James Macleqd, )\'lalcol,m 'Gillies, Jol),n MaclaGhlan, RodericJ,<. Ml}Ckenzie, ministers, with Messrs DU,J;lcan _Matl1esoh, .yortree; Mprqo Macleod, Locl).inver; Alexander MaG.ketl~ie.
Ullapool; John Macdonald, Gairloch; finlay MacQomild,
Shieldaig; John Campbell, Glendale', .I'lilipg elclers.
The Roll was then called, and a, letter of apology
from the Rev. Duncan Mackenzie, Kames, w(j,s intimated
by the Clerk.
_'
'.
. . .,.,
After the minutes of last sederunt were read and
approved, the Clerk stated that it wa.;s to b~ dis~in'~tly
understood that the Report of the Synod, WhICh app~ared in the Maga~ine, was not the offi~ialreC6~(f'Of
the Synod's proceedings" for these could not be recognised as such until approved by the Synod.
Mr John Ross was then~.appointed Officer of Court.
and agreed to perform the duties of the same.:
.
. The Moderator then intimated that )l1S t~~'m of
offi€e had come to an end, and thanked the.Synoo, Jor
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thBir forbearance w}th him during his term of office.
It was then moved by the Rev. Murdo Morrison. and

seconded by Mr J ames Gampbell and unanimously
agreed to, that the Rev. R. Mackenzie, M.A., Uairloch,
be appointed Moderator for the ensuing year.
The following members were appointed to examme
the Presbytery Records:-Revs. M. Gillies and R. Mackenzie to examine Northern Presbytery Records; Hevs.
E. Macqueen and D. J. Matheson to examin,e t)outh.ern
Presbyiery Records; Revs. N. Cameron and N. Macmtyre to examine Western Presbytery Records; and Hevs.
N. Macintyre and D. M. Macdonald to examine t)ynod
Records.
It was moved by Rev. D. Beaton, seconded by Rev.
M. Gillies, and unanimously agreed to, that the following
Committe.e be appointed to draw up a tribute to the
late Rev. D. Macfarlane, Ding,Yall-Revs. N. Cameron,
The Hev. E. Macqueen
E. Macqueen, M. Morrison.
moved, and MI1 Finlay Macdonald seconded, that the
following Committee be appointed to draw up a siml1ar
tribut.e to the late Rev. D. Graham, t)hieldalg:-Hevs.
Neil,Macintyre, D. M. Macdonald, and James, Macleod.
1t was reported that the following stu.JentsMessrs John Murray, D. Urquhart, and Hobert t)mclaIr
-were now finished with their theological course. and
that after passing their final theological examinatIOns,
they would, on making application to their respectIve
Pr.esbyteries, be taken on trial for licence.
It was moved by the Rev. Neil Cameron and seconded
by the Rev. John Maclachlan that the Rev. D. M. Ma~
donilld be asked to send his sermon to the·' Magazine
for, publication.
Mr Cameron remarked tha.t he had
listened to the sermon with pleasure, as he was sure
the other .:members of the Synod had done. The motion
was unanimously agreed to~
, It was decided that the members of Synod meet as
a Business Committee and as a Committee on Bills and
Overtures on Wednesday, the 18th May, in the Manse,
at. 11 a.m., and that the next sederunt of the Sym,j
meet (D.V.) in the Free Presbyterian Church, Inverness, on the same day at 5 p.m.
The meeting was
closed with praise and prayer.
Second Sederunt.
The Synod met according to terms of adjournment
on Wednesday night, in the Free Presbyterian Church,
Inverness, at 5 p.m.
.
The followIng members were present:-SouTHERN
PRESBYTERY. - Revs. N. Cameron, N. Macintyre, and.
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D. A. Macfarlane, min\sters, with Messrs Captain K.
K. Macleod, Edinburgh, and Alexander M:acleod, Glasgow, ruling elders.
NORTHERN P:RESBYTERY. - Revs.
D. Beaton (Clerk), E. Macqueen, W'. Grant,F. Mac1eod,
D. J. Matheson, ministers, with Messrs Malcolm Fraser,
Dornoch; Samuel Ffaser, Dingwall; and James Campbell, Inverness, ruling elders. WESTERN PRESBYTERY.
-Revs. M. Morrison, D. M. Macdonald, James Macleod, Malcolm Gillies, John Maclachlan, Roderick Mackenzie (Moderator), Donald Macdonald, ministers, with
Messrs John Macleod, Tarbert; Duncan Matheson,
Portree; Murdo Macleod, Lochinver; Alexander Mackenzie, Ulilapool; John Macdonald, Gairloch; Finlay
Macdon~ld, Shieldaig, and John Campbell, Glendale,
ruling -elders-.
After the roll was called the minutes of previous
sederunt were read and approved of. An apology for
absence was intimated from Rev. D. N. Macleod,
Ullapool.
The Rev. N. l\1acintyre moved that the Moderator
be appointed according to seniority of ordination, and
that the Clerk be instructed to arrange according to this
order. This was seconded bv the Rev. E. Macqueen
and unanimously agreed to .•
The Rev. N. Cameron, as Convener of the Committee appointed to prepare a history of the Free Presbyterian Church, reported that, while he had read a
good deal in connection with the proposed history, he
had, as yet, nothing definite to lay before the Synod.
He made the suggestion that the Committee ne reappointed and begged leave to move to that effect. This
was seconded by the Rev. William Grant, and unanimously agreed to.
The Clerk read a communication from Inverness
Kirk-Session intimating that they had carried out the
Synod's instrlictions in reference to Miss Grant.
A
motion was moved and duly. seconded that the matter
be brought now to an end as far as the Synod was concerned.
An amendment to this was ruled out of
order by the Moderator.
The Rev. William Grant
entered his dissent.
The order of business drawn up by the Synod's
Business Committee was then followed.
1. TheologicaICominittee'~ Report.
The Rev. Ewen Macqueen, Convener, g.ave in the
fuHowing report :-" We are, as a Church this year, in
a position in which we have not been hitherto.
We
have had five more ministers added to our number, but
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on the other hand we lost two of our oldest ministers"
by death., Mr, Ma'Cfarlane, Dingwall, the man who
stood alonE) at. the beginning in defence of sound doctrine
andprinciples,antl, who with the late' Rev. Dbna:ld
Macdonald, . Shieldaig, formed the Free Presbyterian
Church, along with God~fe:aring elders, w.as anoutstanding man ahlong us.
Of course, Mr Macfarlan'e had
come toa good old age; in fact~ I believe he was the
olde~t minister preaching in Scotland,and we could not
8xpecthim to be left longer with us ; yet, we do miss
him.
Mr Graham, Shieldaig, was a much younger
man. His case is aIso exceptional inasmuch as he was
the second minister in succession of the charge who died
at Shieldaig.
He was a man much loved by many bf the
Lord's people. He much longed for home bef6re he was
taken.' Now instead of the two the Lora of the Harvest
gave uS five, and if they don't yet come lip to the first
two, theS are in the same school and under the same
Teacher; He can make them what those were. Al;l the
studer;tts had good marks at their examinations, and,
we trust, they all have saving grace, and seeing that
this is so; we have great reason to praise the Lord and
take courage. We have rour stud~mts ready for licence,
so we may say in truth with the Psalmist-' The Lord
or us hath mindful been." We may also add for the
information of our people that it was reported at the
fynod's Business Committee that we have the prospect
of new students coming forward."
The ifollowing subjects for the final theological
Examination with the examiners in the respective subjects were then appointed, viz.:-Church HistoryHetherington's "History of the Church of Scotland,"
from 1638 to '1688 ; Witherow's .. Apostlic ChurchWhich is it?" Confession of Faith, Larger and Shorter
Catechisms: Examiner - Rev. N. Cameron.
New
Testament Greek-The Gospel according to John:
Examiner-Rev. D. A. Macfarlane. This was moved
by the Rev. James Macleod, seconded by the Rey.
William Grant; and unanimously agreed to.
It . was
decided that the examiners arrange with the students
as to the date (Jf examination.
Y

2.

1'heologlcaITutQr's Report.

The Rev. D. Beaton, Theological Tutor, gave in the
fonowing report :-"Duringlast session, according la arrangement made by the Presbyteries, the f.ollowing
work Vias prescribed for our students, Messrs D.
Urquhart, R. Sinclair, and D. Macleod, viz., HOdge on
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I. Corinthians, A. A. Badge's Class Book on the Confession of Faith, and Sir Henry Moncrieff's Practice of the
Free Church. The students did their work as well as
could be expected, when it is borne in mind that their
time is so much taken up with pulpit preparation and
other duties. Two of these students have now finished
their theological curriculum, viz.:-Messrs D. Urquhart
and R. Sinclair."

3. Annual Financial Statement.
In the absence of the Genera,l Treasurer, Mr John
Grant, through illness, the statement was read by the
Rev. William Grant. The funds generally were in a
healthy state. The Sustentation Fund showed a balance of
£7276 17s 2d, as compared with £6663 19s 6d last year.
This, though the largest balance we have yet had,
ie not a real balance, owing to the fact, as was pointea
out, that a great part of it was already due for salaries
to ministers and missionaries.
It was to get a true
Lala:nce at the end of the financial year that a motion was
brought forward later to have ministers and missionaries
paid within the financial year. The other funds, which
showed increases, were as follows: - Home Mission
Fund, £64 9s 3d; Aged and Infirm Ministers',
Ministers' Widows' and Orphans' Fund, £42 65 7d ;
College Fund, £40 2s 3d. The funds which showed de<;reases were as follows :--'-Jewis}:land Foreign Mission
Fund, £64 Os 9d; Organisation Fund, £27 6s 29..
In
connection with the latter fund there are certain pay-,
ments made to meet the travelling expenses of deputies
to Winnipeg, which are to be refunded.
The General
Treasurer reported that, in addition to sums mentioned
in the statement, he had in hand £60 to meet expenses
of deppty to Australia; and £10 6s 3d from a friend,
with a promise of
further help, to
Detroit,
meet expenses of deputy to Detroit.
The adoption
of the report was moved by the Rev. Neil Cameron..
He sai~ he ha.d much pleasure in moving the adoption
C!f ,th~ mterestmg and encouraging report to which theyliad lIstened. It shov~ed the Lord's kindness and gooa-'
ness to us, and the history of our Church abundantly
proved that if we remained faithful to Him He would
not let us lack. It had been proved beyond the power
of doubt that whe.ne'.'er there v:as a move among us
aW,ay from the prmcIples for which the Free PresbyterIan Church s~ood, immediately there was a drop in
the funds.
ThIs was the case in 1906 when some of
0111' m~nisfers were agitating for union with the Free

*
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Church.
The swlaries of the ministers had to be
reduced. \Vhen the agitation ceased by the depClrture
of these men, then the people responded to the financial
claims of the Church as they had done before.
}\iLr
Cameron
made touching reference to the
great loss sustflined by the removal of the Revs. U.
IVlacfarlane and D. Graham, adc1ir~g that opportunity
would be given later on to make a fuller reference, Dut
that he could not sit down without mentioning the loss
we had sustained. Mr Macfarlane occupied a position
unique among us, but while that was so, he was not
forgetful of the loss sustained by Mr Graham's removal. He had much pleasure in moving the adoption
of the report and, in doing so, wished to ackno\yledge
the Lord's kindness to us as a Church. He alSO l'tesired to thank the General Treasurer, and the auditors
for their work, and moved that the latter be re-appointed.
The motion was seconded by Mr .lames Campbell, and
unanimously adopted.
(1). IThe Rev. Neil Macintyre moved, and the Rev.
J ames Macleod seconded, that' in future congregations
in giving a call to a minister be expected to give a
promis.e of .subscribing not less than £120 to the Sustentation Fund. This was unanimously agreed to.
(2). The Rev. Ewen Macqueen said, in view of what
had been pojnted out about the balance at 31st March,
he moved tha1 the ministers and missionaries in
future be paid quarterly and within the financial year
ending 31st March.
This was seconded by the Rev.
Neil Cameron and unanimously agreed to.
4. Foreign Mission Report.
This Report, \yhich is' printed on another page, \vas
given in by the' Rev. Neil Cameron. The adoption of
the Report "yas moved by the Rev. Malcolm Uillies.
who said there was scarcely any phase of the Church's
work that awakened so much interest as her "vork in
connection with the evangelisation of the, heathen. The
Lord had given them tokens of His favour in blessing
His Word, and as they thought of the numbers already
gathered in the words of Scripture came to his mind:
" Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my
children. and am desolate, a captive, and removing to
and fro?" The favour shown us by the Lord in
South Africa is an encouragement to us not to be weary
in well-doing, and as our responsibilities increase there
is a cal'l to renewed diligence and zeal to meet the
new burdens laid upon us as a Church. He had much
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pleasure in moving the adoption of the Report and in
thanking the Convener ana the Foretgn Mission Committee for their labours. The motion was seconded by
Mr John Campbell, elder, and unanimously agreed to.
(1). A letter \\' as read by the Rev. N. Cameron from
Dr H. Macdonald (a native of Applecross), Dalmally,
offEJ;ring his services as a medical missionary to the
Church. Mr Cameron said he had~ made inquiries as
to the amount of salary paid by the Government of
Rhodesia to qualified medical men, but there was no
time yet to receive a reply.
The Government grant
would be a great help in paying Dr Macdonald's salary.
The Rev. Ewen Macqueen said he was sure that all
would be gladdened by Dr Macdonald's offer. Mr Macqueen said he had a talk with Dr Maodonald and asked
if he had a mind of going as a missionary of the Church
and he said he had. He had grei;tt pleasure in moving
that this matter be left with the Foreign Missions Committee, and when they were in a position to report progress it would be expected that the Committee would
communicate their decision to the three Presbyteries
for their consideration. The motion was seconded by
the Rev. James Macleod, and unanimously agreed to.
(2). Mr Cameron said he had ,a matt-er to bring
before the Synod in connection with the questions put
to elders and the formula signed at their ordination.
The terms used in these questions and formula, as could
be understood, were to a great extent unintelligible to
the Matabeles.
Mr Tallach had gone into the matter
very thoroughly and simplified the' questions and
formula in a highly creditable way and sent home a
copy of the simplified questions and formula with a
translation. The simplified Questions and formula were
revised by the Committee and sent back to Mr Tallach
for further consideration. The Rev. D. Beaton moved
that the Synod approve of what had been done by the
Foreign Mission Committee, and that they be instructed
to lay t.he simplified Questions and formula as finally
agreed upon by them before the Synod for its approval.
This was seconded by Mr Malcolm Fraser, and unanimously agreed to.
(3). A letter was read by the Cler1, from Mr
18idor8 Reuter requesting that he might be sent to
Palestine fo labour among the Jews. Thp Rev. Donald
Macdonald moved that it is not considered advisable to
F"rant Mr Reuter's reauest, but that the grant o·f £26
from the Foreign Mission Fund bp continuefl to him.
This was seconded by Mr Duncan Matheson and unanimously ap:reed to.
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(4). The Rev. Neil Cameron reported that as Mr
Donald Urquhart was now finished with his theological
course the question arose as to his being sent as a
The Foreign Mission Commissionary to the Jews.
mittee had come to no decision as to where Mr Urquhart
would labour.
They were waiting in the hope of a
door being opened in the Lord's providence.
He had
thought in the event of no such openIng occurring it
would be advisable to ask Mr Urquhart, after he had
been licensed and ordained to go to Australia Tor not
less than a year to supply services to our people there.
The question of travelling expenses was a rather serious
matter,as the return fare was £170, which added to the
salary of a minister (£220) would make it a very heavy
burden on their Australian friends,
If a placed
minister were sent the expense would not be so great
as h"e would have the salary paid by the home church,
and his place would be to a great extent supplied by
missionaries.
Their Australian friends had already
sent £50" to meet travelling expenses, etc.
The Rev:
D. Beaton moved that in the event of no door opening
in the near future for Mr Urquhart going as a missionary to "the Jews that he be asked to go to Australia for
not less than a year, and failing this that the Rev. J ames
Macleod be asked to go to Australia.
This was
seconded and unanimously agreed to.
5.

Report on Religion and Morals.

This excellent Report was given in by the Rev. D.
lV1. Macdonald, but owing to its length and the
pressure on our space, and as we wish to give it in
whole we regret we cannot give it this month. It _will
m.v.) appear in our next issue. The adoption of the
Report was moved by the Rev. D. J. Matheson, who said
that they listened with deep and sustained interest to
the very instructive and informative Report given in by
Mr Macdonald.
Some of the departures from Scriptural ways and customs referred to by Mr Macdonald
could not help but sadden them, and what he had told
them of the kind of teaching given by Communists to the
young in their so-called " Sunday" schools was specially saddening.
Captain K. K. Macleod said he had
great pleasure in seconding the Report.
He said that
as far as Sabbath desecration was concerned, it was
greatly on the "increase.
The latest statistics showed
that in the city of Glasgow the,re were 5188 shops open
on the Lord's Day, and most of these by our own countrymen; but not only were the shops open, but motor
cars \Vere employed by these shopkeepers, fitted out

Report of Synod Meet·ing.

89

with teas and ice-cream, to follow the crowds of Sabbath desecrators on pleasure bent into the country.
Four years ago, when he came to Edinburgh, in a certain locality where there was only one shop open on
the Sabbath, there are now four.
The motion was
unanimously adopted.
6.• The Canadlian Mission Report.

This Report, which appears on another page, was
given in by the Rev. Neil Macintyre. The adoption of
the Report was moved by the Rev. James Macleod. He
said our people had to contend with many things in
Canada that we in this country did not know about,
and he considered that our people in the Dominion should
receive every encouragement from the home Church.
He had much pleasure in moving the adoption of the
Report, and in thanl<;ing the Convener and the Committee for the interest taken in the Canadian mission
fLeld.
The report was seconded by Mr Samuel Fraser
and unanimously adopted.
Reports of Examiners on Presbytery Recor~s.
The Revs. E. Macqueenand D. J. Matheson reported
that they had examined the Southern Presbytery
Records, and that they found them neatly kept and in
order. The Rev. M. Gillies gave in a similar report on
the Northern Presbytery Records. The Revs. N. Cameron and N. Macintyre reported that they had examined
the Western Presbytery Records, and that they found
them correct, with the exception of a few minutes
which had not been signed.
Revs. N. Macintyre and
D. M. Macdonald reported that they had examined the
Synod Records, and found them correct.
7:

8. Editor's Report on the Magazine.
The Report was given in by the Rev. D. Beaton as
fodlows:" The circulation of the Magazine is steadily increasing. About 3150 copies are now printed every month,
and even with t.his number our issues are frequently
sold out. It is gratifying to know that our Magazine
with its message is going to all parts of the world, and
from letters received it is evidently very highly apprec~
ated by great numbers who have no connection with
the Free Presbyterian Church.
" According to the promise made at last Synod, the
price of the Magazine has been again reduced, and is
now only fifty per cent. above the pre-War price, not-
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withstanding that printing costs three times as much.
This is the second reduction made by the Committee
since 1921, and when it is borne in mind that the Magazine was restored to its pre-\Var size by the addition of
eight pages, it will be seen that the Committee are doing
for the Magazine what very few have done in connection
with the religious periodicals of the country. The price
of the great majority of these is sti.ll double the pre\Var rate. As to further increase in size of Magazine,
the Committee are meantime handicapped by the postal
rates, but, in the event of a reduction in these, the advisability of adding another eight pages to the Magazine will receive the Committee's attention.
" As Editor I have to sincerely thank all those, ministers and others, who have helped me by sending literary
contributions.
Some of these have not been printed,
while others are held in reserve, but whether printed
or not, the Editor desires to express his sincere gratitude to the· senders.
Perhaps our ministers, trained
as they are to the use of the pen, might do a little more
than they are doing. It: is a noticeable fact that it is the
men,' generally speaking, who have most work as ministers, that are most helpful as contributors to the Magazine. The Committee, through the Editor, would also
take this opportunity of thanking Mr Cameran for his
superintendence of the Gaelic section of the Magazine.
" The financial side of the Magazine is in a healthy
condition. Notwithstanding the reduction in price, tile
balance this year is almost the same as last year. The
Free Distribution Fund, however, is not meeting the
demands made on it, and we are sure, when this is
pointed out to our readers, that the leeway will be
made up.
"The work of editing a Church Magazine is not without its cares, but it gives one pleasure to be able to do
snmething in connection with a good cause, seeking to
serve the best of Masters. We have long since given up
the foolish notion of an inexperienced and untried youth
ttat it is possible to please everybody, but with earnest
endeavour to serve the Church and {he cause of our Lord
Jesus Christ, we ask the prayers of the Lord's people
to bless the work in so far as it is done in Ris name
and for His glory."
The adoption of the Report was moved by the Rev.
James Macleoa. He said he had much pleasure in doing
so. We ought to be thankful that we are kept in accordance with the teaching of the Word of God, and he was
sme it was the aim of their worthy Editm to keep within
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the bounds of the teaching of God's Word in his editorial
labours. The motion was seconaed by NII' Murdo Macl.eod, and unanimously agreed to.
The Editor said a desire had been expressed that
our Missionaries should have free copies of the Church
¥agazine, and he had pleasure in suggesting to the
Synod that this request be granted, as the funds of the
Magazine would allow..--this. The Rev. William Grant
moved to this effect,and the Rev. D. A. Macfarlane
seconded. The motion was unanimously adopted.

J

9. Report of East Coast Missi·on.
Mr Angus Mackinnon gave in tbe following Report,
which was read by Rev. M. Gil.lies ;" At the request of the East Coast Mission Supply
Committee, I left for Great Yarmouth on the 5th October.
Arrangements had been made beforehand, so that the
same place of worship and lodgings were available as
last year.
" We kept two services on the Sabbaths, and meetings on Monday and Saturday evenings. The attendance was equally as good as last year, and the people
were as willing as formerly to contribute according to
their means. I was only able to give them one service
at Lowestoft, owing to the circumstances of the friends
stationed there, but they did their own part to defray
expenses.
" H pleased the Most High in His providence to blow
upon the endeavours of the fishing people at Yarmouth.
so that the fishing, from a commercial point of view,
was a failure. Many of those who went there were not
able to pay the passage home. and had to depend on
others.
" In the circumstances, the friends there are to be
praised for the earnest effort they made to meet the cost
of the Mission. The expenses were £23, and the contributions fo·r the five v~eeks were £18, so that we were
£5 sho.rt.
" We hoped to be able to pay our way as last year,
but were dis-appointed in this.
May the Lord grant
that the efforts put forth by the- Church to proviCle means
of grace for the fishing people at Yarmouth ne to His
glo.ry and work for the eternal good of precious souls.",
The adoption of the Report was moved by the Rev.
Ewen Macqueen, and seconded by Rev. Finlav Macleod,
and II nanimollsly adopted.

92

Free Presbyterian Magazine.

10. Appointment of Church Standing Committees.
It was moved by the Rev. Finlay Macleod, and

seconded by Mr Malcolm Fraser, that the foHowing De
appointed members of the respective Standing Committees :1. Training of the Ministry and Theological Committee
-Revs. E. Macqueen (Convener), D. M. Macdonald, and D. A. Macfarlane.
2. Finance Committee-Revs. N. Cameron (Convener),
E. Macqueen, D. M. Macdonald, and Mr James
Campbell. Mr John Grant, General Treasurer, to
be associated with the Committee.
3. Canadian Mission Committee-Revs. N. Macintyre,
(Convener), D. M. Macdtmald, M. l\1orrison, and
M. Gillies.
.
4. Je\vish a.nd Foreign Mission Committee-Revs. N.
Camero~ (Convener), N. Macintyre, D. A. Macfarlane ..
5. Church Magazine Committee-The Editor (Convener),
with the Clerks of the three Presbyteries
ex officio.

6. Religion and Morals Committee-Revs. D. M. Macdonald (Convener), M. Morrison, D. A. Macfarlane, Wm. Grant.
"i. Synod's Business Committee-Mode-rator, with Synod
Clerk and the Clerks of the three Presbyteries
ex officio.

11. Church C(),lIections.
It was moved by the Rev. John Maclachlan, and

seconded hy Captain Macleod, that the Church collections be taken up as follows :-(1) Aged and Infirm Minist.ers', Widows'. and Orphans' Fund in June-notice to
be sent by the Rev. Ewen Macqueen: (2) College Fund
in August-notice to be sent by the Rev.. E. Macqueen;
(3) Organisation Fund in September-notice to be sent
by the Rev. D. Beaton: (4) Home Mission Fund (Missionaries and Catechisfs), first collection by book from
house to house in October-notice to be sent bvRev.
N. Cameron: (5) General Church Building Fund \n December-··notice to be sent by the Rev. D. Beaton; (6)
Jewish and Foreign Mission Fund in February 1928.;
Home Mission Fund in April 1928-notice to be sent by
Rev. N. Cameron.
Mr Maclachlan, in making the
above motion, expressed a hope that those responsible
for sending' out the notices would send them earlier as
some of them in distant places did not get them ll'ntil
well on in the month.
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12. Business from Presbyteries.
WESTERN PRESBYTERY.-The remit from this Presbytery, asking t~e separation of Raasay from Broadford,
Elgoll, and LUlb, was granted. It was moved in this
connection by the Rev. D. M. Macdonald, and seconded
by the Rev. James Macleod, that the congregation of
Raasay be given power to call a minister on condition
that they promise not less than £120 fo the Sustentation
Fund.
This was unanimously agreed to.
Mr Macdonald made reference to a petition which had been
sent to their Presbytery in reference to the Church property in Raasay, but, as the Synod had already given
its decision QI,l this matter, it was considered settlea.
NORTHERN PRESBYTERY.-A remit from this Presbytery, requesting the union of Dingwall and Beauly
as a joint congregation, was read. It was moved by the
Rev. D. Beaton, seconded by Mr Finlay Macdonald and
unanimously agreed to, that the request be granted.
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERY.-The Rev. Neil Macintyre,
as interim-Moderator of the London Mission, intimated
that .a request had been presented by our people there
to have London sanctioned as a charge, with power to
call a minister.
The Rev. Neil Cameron moved that
London be sanctioned as a regular charge, and when
they were in a position to promise £120 to the SustentaHe said their
tion Fund, they could call a minister.
Church had an interest in the London Mission, and they
would like to encourage their people there. The Rev.
Ewen Macqueen seconded the motion, which was unanimously agreed to.
13. Competent Business.
1. GIFT OF THE LATE REV. D. MACFARLANE'S BOOKS.

-A letter was read from Messrs Duncan and Duncan,
solicitors, Dingwall, intimating that Mrs Macfarlane, as
executrix of her late husband, gifted the books which
were in the study to the Free Presbyterian Church for
the use and benefit of students in connection with the
Church. The Synod, on the motion of Rev. D. M.Macdonald, seconded by -the Rev. Neil Cameron, decided
that the Clerk be instructed to write Messrs Duncan and
Duncan accepting the gift, and thanking Mrs Nt:acfarlane.
2. LETTER FROM MR ANGUS MACKINNON.-A letter
was read from Mr Angus Mackinnon, missionary, askinO' for increase of salarv owing to his circumstances.
The Clerk of the western Presbytery was instructed to
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writeMr Mackinnon to find out what he meant Dy a
certain expression in his letter.
3. LETTER FROM MR HECTOR CAMPBELL.-Mr Hector Campbell, Scorraig, wrote requesting the Synqd to
take into consideration his special circumstances, being
employed during the week and having to conduct the
Sien·ices on 3abbJ.th. The ?ev. James ~.'!"Hcleod move 4 ,
awl the P.ev. Evve.n Macqueen seconded, that :NII' Campbell be granted £10 as last year.
4. TALLJSKER COl'iGREGATION.-The Rev. D. M.
Macdonald brought forward a request from this congregati'On, asking the Synod to stand security for a loan
owing to the high rate of Bank interest. The Synod
suggest.ed toc-the Tallisker congregation to try to negotiate a private .loan meantime.
5. WIDOWS' FUND ALLOCATIONS.-It was moved
by the Rev. E. Macqueen, seconded by the Rev.
M. Morr,ison and unanimously agreed to, that the
following ,;ums be allocated:--Mrs Sinclair, £40; Mrs
Nlacfarlllne, £35; lVII'S Graham, £~5; Mrs Radasi . .£30;
Mrs l1adasi's ChIldren (five), £3G.
6. FREEMASONR,Y AND MEMBERS OF THE FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.-The Rev. D. A. Macfarlane asked
what was the relation of the Church to Freemasonry.
Could a Freemason be admitted to the membership of
the Chureh? The Rev. E. Macqueen said he did not see
how they could refuse to admit a man who had been
converted, although he was a Freemason, but, at the
same time, they as a Church should make it quite clear
that they deprecated any of their people joining such a
secret society as the Freemasons. They were very much
against that. The Rev. J ames Macleod said he had a
talk with a Freemason recently, who was convinced in
his conscience that it was not right for a Christian to
have anything to do with Freemasonry, .and he asked
him if he ever found it a sin or a guilt to have anything
to do with Freemasonry.
The man rephed-" Yes, I
wi,ll regret to my dying day that I ever joined it, but
I did it through ignorance." Mr Macleod further said
he did not and could not countenance secret oaths,
neither did he believe the oath of Masonry
was binding on the conscience.
The Rev. D.
Beaton said he had heard it said that one could
be a Mohammedan or a Deist and yet a FreeWhile it was almost impossible to get
mason.
at the secrets of Freemasonry, ther'8 was one fact that
spoke very emphatically to him, viz., that he had known
a few enthusiastic Freemasons who were done forever
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with Freemasonry when they were converted.
For
worldly-minded men to see no harm in it, as in a thousand other things that Christians see harm in, was what
might be expected; but, as professing Christians, we
should not be influenced in our judgment by such men.
He ha,d also been informed that Christ's name was not
mentioned in the committal service of the dead, and, in
order to test this, he once attended such a service, and
throughout the long service and ritual, as far as he
could make out, Christ's name was noL once mentioned.
In such a connection and on such an occasion, though
he did not appI'ove of burial services, it was surely a
serious matter for any Christian that the name of Him
who brought life and immortality to light should not be
mentioned.
Captain Macleod, Edinburgh, said he had
been informed that the name of the Lord was omitted.
so as not to give offenoeto the Jews, and, therefme, the
Free Presbyterian Church should not tolerate such a
thing. The Hev. D. NI. Macdonald asked, may I take it
for granted that our position is that anybody wllO wishes
to become a member of our Church must be ·loId, if it is
known that he is a Freemason, that he must cut his
connection absolutely with Freemasonry? The question
was received by an enthusiastic. hear! hear!
7. SYNOD'S INSTRUCTIONS RE PREACHING ON THE
PRINCIPLES OF THE CHUHCH.-The Rev. James Macleod
asked, was it the case that all our ministers were faithfully carrying out these instructions? Most of the ministerial members of the Synod intimated 'that they did so.
The Rev. D. Beaton called attention to the annual
rumours that this one or that one of our ministers was
going over to the Free Church. These rumours shook
the confidence of our people, as they have had unpleasant experience on more than one occasion of such departures. It would be an act of kindness on the part
of those who heard such rumours to write to the minister or ministers whose names are mentioned, with the
names and addresses of the persons from whom they
had their information. and this might have the effect
of effectually stopping many an untruthful rumour.
S. MR DONALD MACLEOD, DIVINITY STUDENT. - The
Rev. William Grant moved, and the .Rev. Ewen Macqueen seconded, that the Synod accept Mr Donald Maclead's theological curriculum, and that he sit his final
theological examination with the other students.
The Synod decided to meet again (D.V.) at Glasgow, on Tuesday after the third Sabbath of May 1928,
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in the hall of St Jude's Free Presbyterian Church. at
6- 30 p.m. The meeting was closed. with praise and
prayer.

lReport of

<Bana~ian
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BY THE REV. NEIL MACINTYRE .

•
IN giving in the
Report

of the Canadian Mission Committee, I am pleased to state that we have been
successful in supplying Winnipeg and Vancouver during
the past year ",-with regular services, while Detroit was
better attended to in that respect than in any former
year. The question of supply is becoming a very difficU,It problem, and theI:e is much need that the Lord of
the harvest would raise up men who would be made
willing to go to these important fields which are ready
to harvest.
Regarding these three stations, I will briefly state
how each of them stands at present :'''(1) WINNIPEG. Winnipeg, which numerically is perhaps the most important, is at present supplied by the
Rev. James Tallach. As was stated in our last year's report, the congregation had asked the Rev. vyilliam
Matheson, Che~ley, to open their new church in June.
'When the Committee became aware of this arrangement,
they thought it advisable to appoint him as the Church's
Deputy to visit Winnipeg and Vancouver in that capacity. M1' Matheson opened the church on 4th June. He
reports that there was an encouraging congregation present, and that the church is a neat, well-construc~ed
building, centrally situated, and capable of seating upwards of 160 people.
After giving four Sabbaths to
Winnipeg, during which time the Sacrament of the
Lord's Supper was dispensed, Mr Matheson proceeded
to Vancouver, where he conduded services for five Sab·
baths. He was much impressed with the importance of
this congregation as a field of labour for a minister
amongst comparatively young people. He reports that
the attendances fell but little short of those at vVinnipeg.
On his way back he gave another Sabbath to
'Vinnipeg. He maintains that there is no lack afencouragement in these two places for a minister who
would get a mind to go to labour among them,
The
Committee desire to exnress their thanks to Mr Matheson for his labours in these congregations.
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" As the Synod is aware, Mr Dona.ld J. Matheson,
who is now minister of Lairgand Bonar-Bridge, returned to Scotland last October.
The Committee had
much difficulty in procuring a successor. After· appealing to several of our students, they finally prevailed on
Mr James A. Tallach, who had finished his course in
divinity, toga out.
On Mr Tallach's agreeing, Hie
Southern Presbytery took immediate steps to license
him, and on 13th October the Presbytery ordained him
as missionary for Canada. He sailed the following day,
and is now labouring in that congregation with much
acceptance.
" It may not be out of place to express here our
sincere sympathy with the Winnipeg congregation on
account of the heavy travelling expenses they had to
meet during the past year.
Eesides having to pay Mr
Tallach's expenses going out, they also had to defray
Mr Matheson's coming home.
These sums are certainly a great burden on a small congregation, particular;ly wMn they are struggling to clear off the debt on
their church. Perhaps I should inform the Synod that
the Finance Committee paid Mr Tallach's fare out of the
Organisation Fund, but the Winnipeg congrega'lon
faithfully promised to refund this money.
As was alrmiCly stated, Rev.
" (2) VANCOUVER.
Williarn Matheson gave five Sabbaths to this Mission.
Mr Donald. Matheson, missionary, is still labouring
there with much appreciation. While 11e1s very anxious
to get back to Scotland, and would be pleased to see a.
suitable person sent out to relieve him, yet he has very
nobly consented to remain at his post until such time
as a successor is procured.
I am sorry to report that
he was laid aside vvith influenza for several weeks, and
had to leave the city for a time to recruit his health.
I am pleased, however, to say that he is now better
and able to attend to his duties.
Mr Hugn Mackay,
elder, conducted the services during Mr Matheson's
absence.
" Mr Matheson reports that there is comparatively
no change either' numerically or financially in the congregation since last year. A few families have left the
city who used to attend, but probably others have come
in their place.
The congregation have been able to
meet their obligations, which is a cause of thankfulness
and encouragement. They are most anxious to have a
minister setued over them, and are at present hopfng
that one of our ministers, to whom they have sent a
unanimous call, may be led to accept it.
While we
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would be sorry to deprive any QL. our congregations of
their pastor, yet it would be most desirable, in view
of the large number of emigrants going out to those
parts from our Highlands, that a minister should be
settled there.
Mr Hugh Mackay, our respected elder,
very forcibly says in a letter to the Committee: "We
are sending our Macedonian cry over 0000 miles to the
Church in Scotland, and as I am penning this letter,
these words came strongly to my mind : ' Carest Thou
not that 'Ne perish?' There are many perishing in Vancouver for the want of the Bread of Life, and we hope
the Lord of the harvest may send one who may labour
among us." These words, I thought, were very touching, and ought to appeal to us, for they indicate the
ardent desire these people have for the Gospel and to
worship God according to the rule of His Word. There
is no doubt but there is a wide, open door in Vancouver
for one who would get a mind from the Lord to go.
The Church has every sympathy with them in their
strug'gles in holding fast the form of sound- words in
doctrine and practice, and would reioice to see a minister placed over them. The Committee have done their
utmost to meet tfieir desire' in this respect, and we hope
our efforts may be successful some day, if that is the
,vill of Him who has foreordained whatsoever comes to
pass.
It is to :fIim we should look and wait for
patiently.
"(3) DETROIT. This station, which, numerically,
lVIr John
is the smallest, has no regular services.
Murray, after the close of the Session at Princeton last
year, gave them several Sabbaths, and during the NewYear's holidays gave them other two.
Rev. W·m.
Matheson gave them four Sabbaths during the winter,
so that they were better supplied than in former years.
The people were very much indebted for these services.
" Mr KenneLh Mackenzie, to whom the Church is indebted for taking the burden of the affairs of this MissiOn
since the death of his late brother, wrote asking that
Mr John Murray be allowed to visit them before returning home to Scotland. The request was granted by the
Northern Presbytery, under whose jurisdiction Mr Murray is. The Mission, w!lile not strong in numbers, is
not decre.asing, and we hope their feeble efforts in holding by the Word of God may be blessed by Him who
promised that the Word which went forth out of His
mouth shall not return unto Him void but shall accomplish that which He please, and shah prosper in the
thing whereto He sent it.
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" It is gratifying to find that there are some still in
these distant places who appreciate our efforts in keeping an open door, and who are anxious to have the
Gospel preached to them and the public worship of God
conducted according to His Word.
There is no doubt
but many young people going out from the Highlands
and Islands to these places are carried awaX with the
rush and bustle of Canadian life and imbibe false and
erroneous religious ideas, and thus absent themselves
entirely from any place of worship.
If this report
;;hould catch the eye of such, we would appeal to them
:0 remember that the God of their fathers in Scotland
:'; also ruling in Canada, and will bring all men 16
judgment. Let me remind them of the exhortation cif
David to Solomon: ' My son, know thou the God of thy
father, ana serve Him with a pedect heart and with a
\dlling mind : for the Lord searcheth all hearts ana all
the imaginations of the thoughts; if thou seek Him He
will be found of thee, but if thou forsake Him, He will
cast thee off forever.'
" Since writing the foregoing I had a report from
Rev. James A. Tallach, Winnipeg', in which he says
the attendance at the various services have been up to
the average, though there is not any appreciable increase. He also states that the congregation are doing
'their utmost to reduce the debt on the Church. There
;s still to be paid about $3400, and at the present rate
of contribution that it will take them about five years
to wipe off the debt. He wished to take this opportunity, on behalf of the congregation, of thanking thos@
0utside Winnipeg, and especially those in the home
country who have contributed towards the upkeep of the
Mission. The congregation are to he complimented on
the manner on which they have shouldered this heavy
hnrden. If the Lord loveth a cheerful giver, there are
some in Winnipeg whom He loves."

jforetgn ooiootOtl 1Report
By THE REV. NEIL CAMERON.

SOUTH AFRICA.
It gives the Foreign Missions'
Committee much pleasure to report good progress in OUT
Mission in Matabeleland this year .again. The Rev. John
'Iallach and Mrs Tallach are doing all they can, not
only to cJonsolidate what has been already achieved,
but also to advance the work there, both from the relIgious and educational points of view.
The Lord's
hand is clearly to be discerned in granting success in
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both spheres of their labours.
The number received
into full membership, after a vory thorough examination
by the· Kirk-Session, is very encouraging, and proves
that the Holy Spirit makes the Word read and preached
to bear the fru~ts of repentance and faith in the hearts
and consciences of our brothers and sisters in that faroff land. For this our hearts rejoice. The Report will
also show very good progress in extending the preaching stations last year. In our last report, the number
of places in which services were held was six; whereas
we have now services held in eight places each Sabbath.
1t will be seen also that the Schools have done good
work, especially the Secondary School.
Mr Tallach
tas acted wisely, in our opinion, by the strenuous efforts
he and his co-partner in life and labours have made to
train young girls in the very things which appeared to
us, when .we paid a visit to the Mission five years ago,
tu be most needed amongst our friends. Even then our
people had benefitted religiously and educationally to
the extent that, as we were assured, family worship was
held morning and evening in each hut in our Milasion.
This was to us a cause of much thankfulness to the Lord.
The parents who could not read God's Word themselves
made the children who had learned to read the Bible in
the schools to read the psalm and chapter, they themselves beginning and finishing worship with prayer.
Surely this was an extraordinary change brought about
in sixteen years. For at the first service held there by
the Rev. J. B. Radasi in the year 1906, the most of the
few that attended were almost devoid of clothing; but
m 1921 these same people were well clothed and sitting at the feet of Christ and listening reverently,
solemnly, and orderly to the precious gospel of His
grace.
At the same time they were very helpless as
regards any of the most needful things taught now to
so many of the young girls in Ingwenya School.
\Ve regret that IvTr Tallach has not written a repiJrt
himself that we could place before our Synod.
W'e
have no doubt but his hands are quite full with other
pressing work, and, therefore, had not the leisure
necessary to write it. So we \vill make the best shape
we can to ..write a report from the notes he has sent us.
fllr Tallach informs us that last year twenty-seven
new members were admitted to the Lord's: Table. Last
year's Report shows that there were one hunared and
seven members the previous year.
The addition of
twenty-seven brings the number up to one hundred and
thirty-four. Knowing the care taken by the Session in
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admitting to membership, this. is a cause for much
thankfulness to the Lord for His rich blessing of the
Word preached and read to the people of Our Mission.
Looking back to the Heport of 1921, we find that there
were sixty-four members then. The increase in membership since then is very encouraging, being seventyfoul'.
It should be added that a considerable number
of the adhenmts manifestly are seeking the way to Zion
and the Lord their God.
We do not write thus for
ostentation or for our own glory, but for the glory of
the Lord, who has done marvellous things for us by
blessing our weak efforts to spread the knowledge of
His name .among the heathen.
Mr Tallach writes that six additional elders were
to be ordained in April to strengthen the Session.
These new elders were elected from amongst the deacons.
Other deacons are to be ordained later on. Mr Tallach
inaugurated a class in order to instruct these men wto
are elected elders in the doctrines and principles of the
Confession of Faith.
This is very commendable, because it will give these mBn a more intelligent grasp
of the creed and practice of the Church to which they
belong. It will also show them that all the doctrines
of the Confession are solidly based upon the infallible
Word of God.
They will also answer the Questions
and sign the Formula, understanding better their meaning and the obligations and the binding force of such
vows.
The attendances at church services keep up very
well. Our Communion services overcrowd the church.
The· Day of Humiliation last October was considerably
better attended than the same was the year before. The
dates of the four Communtons area'lways published in
our Magazine, in order that our praying people at home
should remember our friends there in their prayers.
We are confident that this duty is not neglected by our
people. Even the Apostle Paul, great as he was, urged
the Lord's people to pray for himself and for those asYou can easily
sociated with him in the ministry.
understand . the encouragement it will bring to Mr
,!'allach's heart to know that he and our people there
are constantly remembered in the prayers of our Church
at home, both in private and in public.
His isolated
and lonely position in Rhodesia should appeal to each
one of us, so the least that should be expected of us,
one anclall, is to plead for him daily, at the footstool of
the throne of grace.

102

Free Yresbyterian Magazi'ne.

There were six places in which services were held
each Lord's Day in connection with our Mission for the
last, six years.
An application was made last year by
people on a certain farm for a mission to be set ~p,
but the woman who owned the farm would not give
her consent, so the matter fell through.
This year a
farmer has requested that a mission should be started
for the people on his land.
Mr Tallach went to s~e
him about the matter. The farmer offered a p.lace m
which to hold services and to teach the children. Mr
Tallach sought permission to begin there, but he had
not received a reply when he wrote. He seemed to be
quite hopeful that permission would be granted. This
piace is 54 miles from our central station in a northerly
direction.
One of our praying men left Morven and
"'-'ent about 30 miles further away towaI'ds the north
also. This man began to hold meetings on the Sabbath
days in the kraal to which he emigrated.
Permission
has been granted by the Native Commissioner to Mr
'Tallach to the effect that these services can be continued under his superintendence.
He says, however,
that he does not intend to begin a school there meantime.
~
The attendances last year in Our schools were better,
to the number of 27, than they were in 1925, the total
being 390. The at~endance at our Ingwenya ScTlOOI is
up to 150, but, owmg to the fact that our teaching staff
was too small to cope with that number, they could
We are now better staffed
not all be accommodated.
LiS regards teachers, for we have in this scnool two
t8achers fully qualified and a pupil teacher.
Mr
'lallach also gives the help he can, as he can now
speak the 2Cosa language.
Concerning the secondary department of the
Ingwenya School, Mr Tallach has sent us his own and
the pupils' sincere thanks for the liberality of the
people at home in connection with the new building
a?-d its equipment for the special training of young
girls. He states in this connection :-" While the new
school-room and its equipment demanded some outlay,
I feel that, did the Committee and people know the
work that is being done, they would only be too glad
that they had ~elped. For two hours daily the girls
are taug~t sewmg, basket-making, and laundry.
At
the opemng of the school, I announced my readiness
to take in girls from the out-stations, provid'ed that the
parents promised to provide food for -them. The result is
that we have 20 girls from the out-stations staying in
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the Mission, As the plan is largely experimental, I did
not desire more than 20 for the first year."
The Committee feel thankful that our young girls
have now the opportunity of learning at Ingwenya some
at least of the subjects taught at Boarding Schools, and
that they will continue longer under the influence of
Mr Tallach's religious teaching and example. This is
the more desirable, as the religious teaching and example set before these girls in some of the Boarding
Schools of South Africa are neither orthodox nor beneficial from the spiritual point of view. Another benefit
that flows from it is that it will gi ve a chance to the
daughters of heathen parents, who do not see much
value in education, and who allowed their children to
attend our Schools, but would not pay for them in
Boarding Schools, to be trained in things useful and
eyen necessary for the standard of civilisation to which
our people there have attained.
There are other
parents who had a desire to have their girls trained in
such away, but who are so poor that they could not
pay for it. These girls are above twelve years of age;
those ,of them who came from all the side schools, except Snan;ani, ',\'e1'e to go home each Friday evening,
returning on Monday morning. Those that came from
Bhangani (90 miles away) .remain constantly in the
Mission.
Along -with the subjects taught them, they
are trained to wash and dress their own clothes, and
to keep everything clean and every place swept and
tidy. The value of such training to young women in
transition from the heathen state of things to that of
civilisation and Christianity becomes manifest to anyone
at a' glance.
'The Committee have nothing to report concerning
the other branch of this Secondary Department of the
Ingwenya School. Last year we mentioned that it was
contemplated to start teachfng agriculture, but so far
that has not matured. There are a few of the young
lads learning agriculture in other training centres.
When these have finished their course, it may be easier
to introduce this branch of training. The Inspector of
Schools for that district promised last year that we
would receive one hundred acres of land for this purpose.
Our people have greater need of some useful
knowledge as to the cultivation of the land than anyone
who has not seen their primitive ways can even imagine.
Therefore, we look forward with much hope
and expectation to the improvement in agriculture that

lCJ4.

Free Presbyterian Magazine.

will be sure to follow when the farm for that purpose
has been acquired.
Concerning the religious teaching in the schools,
the children have a Bible reading every day, and the
Shorter Catechism is being taught right through.
In
our Ingwenya School, the :pupils are divided into seniors
and juniors for religious instruction. This will enable
Mr Tallach to attend better to each di vision, accordmg
to their capacity and age.
Mr Taliach's medical work is varied, and covers a
wide range of country. He desires to exproos his sincere thanks to Dr Johnston, 'rorridon, for the unstinted
help in medicine and otherwise which he sent last year
at his own expense.
The Committee, in their own
name and that of the Free Presbyterian Church, express
their thanks to Dr J ohnston for the interest he has taken
in the work done in Rhodesia by our Church, and the
valuable help he gives as to the treatment of some diseases among the natives there. It seems that bandages
out there cost much more than at home.
Mr Tallach
suggests that for fractured limbs, etc., old bed slieets
cut up as bandages would greatly help him in this
branch of his labours.
The Committee are not sure
whether or not the Customs in Africa would allow any
old clothing to enter their territory. We know that such
could not be got through nine years ago. However, an
enquiry will be made, and if such can be senL, a notice
will be given in the Magazine in due time. The address
at the party who may become responsible for forwarding such parcels will also be given ..
Mr Tallach makes an appeal fQr cloth for the sewing school. He suggests that some one of the ladies of
our Church should become responsible for receiving and
forwarding such cloth, etc. 'L'he Committee would be
much obliged to any of our lady friends \vho will
volunteer to carry out this piece of warlz.
The Convener will be pleased to hear from such and to publish
her name and address in our Nfagazine. Meanwhile, tIle
Convener will receive and acknowledge in the Magazine
any sums of money sent him for to buy cloth
for this purpose in Africa. He has received £5 already,
which he sent to Mr Tallach, but he has already too
much work on hand to undertake the sending of such
parcels.
Mr Tallach desires that the friends who sent assistance to Mrs Radasi should be sincerely thanked in this
Report, in which we heartily concur.
He desires also
to thank very sincerely the parties who sent any money
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for his own and Mrs Tallach's use, through the Conv8Her, Mrs J. S. Sinclair, Kenmure Street, Glasgow,
andMrs Tallach, the Schoolhouse, Raasay, and the ,Sabbath School there for money sent; also the kind
women who sent cloth through. Mrs Sinclair.
Lastly,
he, the elders, and all our people there warmly thank
all the friends who contributed to the late Rev. J. B.,
Radasi's Memorial Fund-the sum of £50 10s was sent;
There was grave anxiety felt for some time that, on
account of want of rain, there would be a famine in'
Southern Rhodesia. A day of Fasting and Prayer was',
held on three occasions, and to the praise of the merciful
Hearer of prayer, on each occasion rain fell in a day or
two. 'the P?ople turned out well to each of these services, and manifested their real faith in the Lord being
the Ruler of Providence. So, when it became evident
that there would be food for them to eat, they wished
that a Day of Thanksgiving should be held, in order
that the Lord's goodness and mercy tovvctrds them should
be publicly acknowledged. Of course the services were
held, and were very well attended.
Thus the poor
Matabele manifest their faith in God, who were living
ai; naked savages thirty years ago; while we, who have
had the Gospel for more than four hundred years, are
becoming more heathenish in our superstitious beliefs
arid in our immoral practices, and also in professed
a,theism every year. May the Lord make the "seed of
the Word of God " sown in Matabeleland to grow an
hundredfold more than was sown is our prayer for our
brothers and sisters there; and may He,' of His infinite
mercy and compassion, lift His feet to the desolations
o~ our beloved country and turn our wilderness into a
garden of Eden by an outpouring of the Holy Spirit
upon us.
PROSPECTIVE MISSIONARY TO THE JEws.-The Committee desire to draw the attention of the whole Church
to the fact that Mr Donald Urquhart will have finished
his studies as prospective Missionary to the Jews in the
near future. This will mean nearly double the present
expenditure to the Foreign Missions' Committee. They
. lire confident that our people will in future double their
contributions to the Foreign Missions Fund on this ac- ,
count. The fact that the Jews ,are turning to the Lord
Jesus Christ in thousands should encourage us to do
our little utmost to send the Gospel in its purity to them
without delay. "He which soweth sparingly shall reap
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall
reap also bountifully."
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AUSTRALIA. The Convener received a letter last
winter from our worthy elder, Mr Hugh Grant, Janrallo, Brushgrov8, N.S.W'., Australia, in which a Bank
Draft for £50 was enclosed. The money was sent to pay
travelling expenses for a deputy from the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland to visit our friends, both on
the CI.arence and Richmond Rivers.
He expressed a
strong desire that a minister would be sent, as they were
without the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper having been dispensed amongst them for several
years.
Mr Grant asked the Convener to deposit the
money in Bank until such a time as one could be sent.
The money was sent to be banked by Mr John Grant,
General Treasurer, in whose hands it will be safe.
Mr Grant said in this letter tnat a letter 'would come
shortly after he wrote from the Messrs Kidd, Ballina,
Richmond River, to the Convener. If they have written,
the letter has not arrived.
The Committee desire to
express their sincere sympathy with our friends in New
South Wales. and would commend their isolated position and their need of a minister to dispense ordinances
among them to the serious consideration of the Synod.

<rircumapect

'ijma[~tng.

If Y0U be heirs of glory, "the kingdom of God is
witllin you," by virtue of your regeneration and union
with Christ.
The kingJom of heaven has the throne
in thy heart, if thou, hast a right to that kingdom:
Christ is in thee, and God is in thee; and, having
chosen Him for thy portion, thy soul has taken up its
everlasting rest in Him, and gets no true rest but in
Him; as the dove, until she came into the ark. . . .
Let the heirs of the kingdom behave themselves suitably to their character and dignity.
Live as having
the faith and hope of this glorious kingdom; let your
conversation be in heaven (Phil. iii. 20).
Let your
souls delight in communion with God whiJe you are on
earth, since you look for your happiness in communion
with Him in heaven.
Let your speech and actions
savour of heaven; and, in your manner of life, look like
the country to which you are going; that it may be
said of you, as of Gideon's brethren (Judges viii. 18)"Each one resembled the chiluren of a king."-

Thomas Boston.
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Preached to the Free Church General Assembly,
16th May 1844.
By THE REV. C. J. BROWN.

n.
(Continued from p. 56.)
" I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and
will watch to see what He will say unto me, and what 1
shall answer when I am reproved" (Hab. ii. 1).

5. But this runs into a fifth great line of ministerial
g!1ilt. The four preceding, it will have been observed,
belong rather to the habit, the frame and temper of the
soul. From this state of soul, however, there springs a
fifth iniquity, that might be branched out without end.
I refer to great and criminal perfunctoriness in every department of our \\'ork. I believe that the more the matter
is considered, it will be the more evident how a man may
be cliligent, comparatively, painstaking and conscientious
in the ministry, and yet may discharge it, if its proper
nature be regarded, in a very slight and perfunctory manner after all.
Look at Paul's command to Timothy,
" preach the word; be instant in season, out of season,"
connecting it with the distinction already so often drawn,
between the heart of a Minister bent on the winning of
souls. as the end of his w'ork, and his seeking, substantially, the discharge of his duty, the satisfying of his con* Th1s remarkab],e -sermon was preached to the Free Church
General Assembly, 16th May 1844.
In alddition to the members
of Assembly present, there wa&an audience of 3000 persons in
the hall of Carronmills, "deeply impressed, interested and devout," so runs the report.
The sermon made a profound
impression.
"The impression produced," says the acccunt,
"was very great.
Many, both in the Assemhly and among
the audience, were affected even to tears.
The leading sins of
the m1nistry were enumerated and laid bar-e, and charged home
with an impressiveness of scriptural appeal, and a searching
power, which all very evidently felt.
The attention of the.
audience, from the beginning to the clos.e, was unbroken.
When
Mr Brown had concluded, the 11th, 12th, and 13th verses of
the 5] st Psalm were sung. after wl1ich Dr Duncan being ca1l00
upon. offered up an earnest, copious, and l110St 5uitable prayer."
-Ed-itor,

I
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science, by some due measure of laboriousness in his
work. A man in this last state of mind will not be even
able to understand that vvord, "instant in season, out of
season."
It evidently supposes a Minister bent on
saving souls, any flOW, if it be at all possible.
Such a
man will take all sorts of times, and ways, and places, nor
forbidden by scripture, or by sound spiritual good sense,
to attain his object.
If, for example, he cannot get
hearers to come to him, he will go to them, though it
be to the streets and highways. Why not?
If he can
reach them" in season," well. But if not, yet" out of
season" he must come at them.
"I became all things
to all men, that I might by all means save some."
"They watch for your souls," says Paul, "as. they
that must give account." They watch for them. Look
how it is with a man of this world, set on mercantile
gains. He watches his opportunity. He is not COntent with going through a routine. Bent on realising
profits, he observes the prices.
He watches their rise
and fall, and eagerly steps in at what he deems the most
favoUI:able time. It is otherwise, alas! with us. vVe
have exonerated Ollr conscience-we have done our duty.
Have we?
In reality we have dOne nothing like it,
since we have lost unnumbered opportunities, just from
not lying on the watch-not being bent intently on the
great gain, the gaining of imperishable souls.
Ah!
" the childre Il of this world are wiser in their generation
than the children of light."
This perfunctoriness appears, to take an example or
two, in the preaching of the word. In our preparations
it comes out, in our not seeking, laboriously and prayerfully, for those things which might be the most fitted
under God, to save and edify souls, but rather being
satisfied with things which win gi~e ourselves less
trouble, or may be pleasing, simply, and satisfying tc
the better part of our hearers. And then in the preaching Itself it appears, in the absence, to a fearful extent
of that winning tenderne~s and affection, that simplicity:
that chastened and 10vlt1g zeal, for which noise and
;rehement gesticulation. are but miserable substitutes.
[he same perfu.nctoriness appears in our dealing with
young commut1lcants, where we are too much satisfied
with bei~g just abl~ conscientiously to admit or reject
them, WIthout !onglt1~ ~fter their souls, looking up to
the Lord for them, SelZlt1g the golden opportunity, the

-- ---'-'---
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most precious we can ever possess, of getting into close
and earnest and personal dealing with them. 1n our
discipline it appears, in that we are generally content,
I fear, when we have given some due compliance with
the letter of the Church's lavvs, in place of sincerely "tra_
vailing with oftenders," (to use the language of our
ancient statutes), to bring them, if the Lord will, to a
repentence not to be repented of. In family visitation
there is a miserable perfunctoriness.
If we have got
through the work of the day, comJortably and pleasantly, we are content, though we have neither wrestled
before hand, nor much looked up, in the course of the
work, for the Lord's special presence and blessing in it.
In the public prayers the same spirit comes out, in our
not 11 stirring up ourselves to take hold of God "-not
throwing our whole ~uls into 11 fellowship with the
Father and with his son Jesus Christ."
As to the
government of the Church, our Prestiyteries, and other
ecclesiastical courts, we nave but to look, I think, at
this present Assembly, to see how miserably we have,
in a great measure, thrown these away, deeming their
work very much over, just where the chief spiritual
efficacy of it might have begun. Altogether, who can
read the following words of Paul, without seeing, in the
contrast of them, and seeing in everything, a great and
lamentable perfunctoriness, 11 therefore watch, and re··
member that, by the space of three years, I ceased n6t
to warn everyone night and day with tears."
6. I mark only one other line of our guilt, in the
briefest manner, viz., our very imperfectly living, holding forth, in our lives, the ministry we have received
of the Lord Jesus. I speak not, of course, of any outward immoralities-the Lord be praised we are kept
from these. I speak of nothing that could indicate that
we had entered the priest's office for a bit of bread. But
what I point to is that high ~tandard of living, which
the apostle marks in the words, 11 giving none offence
in anything, that the ministry be not blamed "-the
e~e,:,ated ministeI:ial char~cter. marked in the following
d~vll1e words of Bunyan, 111 his Pilgrim. Amono' other
pictures which the Interpreter shewed Christia~, furnishing him with certain great cardinal lessons for his
journey, one is thus spoken of: "So he had him into a
private room, and bid his man open a door, the which
,,'h.en he had done, -Christian saw the Dicture of a verv
•
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grave person hang up against the wall, and this was
the fashion of it :-It had eyes lifted up to heaven, the
best of books in his hand, the law of truth was written
upon its lips, the world was behind his back, it stood
as if it pleaded with men, and a crown of gold did hang
.over his head."
Ah," the picture of a very grave person!" Austerity and gloom, assuredly, are not good.
But alas! for the levity, the poor unsavoury talk, the
frivolity, the foibles, as they are called, of us men set,
for a kw short years, ambassadors of Heaven, to stand
between the living and the dead, till the plague be
stayed! Are we such, indeed?
Are we going to
heaven, and longing to take our peop}e thither along
with us? I remember that once a meal was eaten on the
banks of the Sea of Galilee, where Ministers were present-where was present the chief Shepherd himself.
But 0 the conversation at that meal! "so, when they
had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, &c., &c. (see
John xxi. 15-22.)
"It had eyes lifted up to heaven,
the best of books in his hand, the law of truth was written -upon its lips, the world was behind his back, it
stood as if it pleaded with men, and a crown of gold did
hang over his head!"-How very fai nt a conception can
we form of the infinite guilt and injury involved in all
these heads of iniquity together!
"Oh that my head
were waters, aod mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I
could weep day and night!"
"Mine iniquities have
taken hold on me, so that I am not able to look up; they
are more than the hairs of my head."
"Against thee,
thee only, have I sinned, and done evil in thy sight,
that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and
be clear when thou judgest." "Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 0 God, thou God of my salvation; and my
tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness."
n. The space to which T must limit myselfprecludes ~o entirely any adequate notice, separately. of
the sins of the Eldership and of the People, that I must
content myself with a single remark in regard to the
former, the Eldership. I believe that the most faithful
among our beloved brethren holding that office are the
most disposed, whether they look to the matter or to the
spirft of their duties---such duties as the visiting of the
sick, the holding of meetings for prayer in their several
districts, looking after the spiritual state of the young,
and specially young communicants, in the congrega-

Sermon.

111

tion, generally looking after the fruits of the Minister',,"
labours, and setting the example of a heavenly and devoted life before the flock-the most disposed to cry out,
in reference to all of these, "My leanness! my leanness !"-the most disposed to bring out and acknowledge their many sins and shortcomings before the Lord
and each other, and to welcome, with their whole hearts,
whatever suggestions might be most fitted, under God,
to lead to a more spiritual, and every way effective discharge of their important office.
Ill. vVith respect to the sins of the People, I shall
pass by (though I trust and believe that this Church, in
its future labours, will be very far from passing by) the
case of the unhappy multitudes among us, who" forsake the assembling of themselves together," neglect all
ordinances together, despise God's Sabbaths, and bring
on themselves; and on the land, that chiefest guilt of
the contempt of the gospel-of the offered Son of God.
Let us seek to confess their guilt this day, who, alas!
do not know, and cannot acknowledge· it themselves.
Among those, however, who attend the sanctuary of
God, to how painful an extent are the following words
of the prophet applicable (Ezekiel, xxxiii. 30-32), "Also
thou son of man, the children of thy people still are talking of thee by the walls,. and in the doors of tne houses,
and speak one to another, everyone to his brother, saying, Come, I pray you, an_d hear what is tl1e word that
cometh forth from the Lord. And they come unto thee
as the people cometh, and they Sit Defore thee as my
people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do
them: for with their mouth they shew much love, but
their hear~ goeth after their covetousness. And, 10, thou
art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a
pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for
they hear thy woras, but they do them not." Too evident it is, that vast numbers attend the House of God
from little more than mere curiosity-to hear a man
speak, not to meet with the Lord-to hear the Word,
without any honest purpose of doing it, and who go
away approving, it may be admiring the sermon and
the preacher, yet answering exactly to James's account
of the "man beholding his natural face in a glass,"
their heart goirig after their covetousness. and their
souls, alas-! sunk only to a lower level of sniritual death
than before. Let us endeavour to confess their guilt.
also, before the Lord this day.
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As for those of whom better things may be hoped,
and things accompanying salvation, let me put it to you
, solemnly, dear Christian friends, whether there is not
among you a very great failing to " keep the foot," to,
take heed to the frame and temper of your souls, in
" going to the house of God-a miserable falling short
of that language and spirit in reference to all divine ordinances, " My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth
for thee j to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have
seen thee in the sanctuary," "1 will go about the city,
in the streets and in the broad ways, I will seek Him
whom my soul loveth." "One thing have I desired of
the Lord, that will I seek after, that I may dwell 10 the
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the
beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple." ~ Be
assured that the want of a definite aim, ana of the right
aim, in going to the sanctuary, even to meet with the
blessed God, lies near the foundation of all misimprovemerit of its services together. As we go, too much, to
preach our £ermon, and too little yearning over your
souls, so you come too much to hear us, and too little to
meet with God, in the prayers, in the praises, and in
_the preaching together. And then, only call to mind
the following names which are given to private members
of . the Church in scripture-" the saints," "a royal
priesthood," "witnesses for God," "living epistles of
Christ," "lights in the world, holding forth the vVord
of life." Alas! alas! there needs no comment on these
titles. Come and join with us in our confessions of sin
this day.
Mingle your tears and prayers with ours,
beloved brethren. Assuredly, we do not more weaken
your hands by our shortcomings, than you 'do our
hands, by yours. A praying people, is an old and true
saying, makes a preaching minister. I would fain read
here the close of a sermon on the ministry, by the excellent Traill of London-a sermon well worthy of being
reprinted separately, as all his sermons are of being
much read. "An9 lastly," says he, "for people: it is
not unfit that you should hear of Ministers' work. ;\ild
duty, and difficulties.
You see that it is all of )i,m,
concernment." "All things are for your sakes," as the
apos~le saith in another case. Then only I entreat you.
r: PIty. us. vVe are not angels, but men of like passIOns WIth yourselves. Be fuller of charity than of cen-
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sure. \Ve have all that you have to do about the saving
of our own souls; and a great work besides about the
saving of yours. vVe have all your difficulties as Christians; and some that you are not acquainted with, that
are only Ministers' temptations and trials. 2. Help us
in our work. If you can do anything, help us in the
work of winning souls.
What can we do, say iou ?
O! a great deal. Be but won to Christ, and we are
made. Make haste to heaven, that you and we may
meet joyfully before the throne of God and the Lamb.
3. Pray for us.
How often and how earnestly doth
Paul beg the prayers of the Churches! And if he did
so, much more should we beg them, and you grant them;
for our necessities and weakenesses are greater than his.'
"Ilieseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's
sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me."
(Romans xv. 30).
And now I have done. I have but probed, a little
way down, some of our wounds. Many have not been
approached, as, for instance, the too easy admitting at
persons to the sealing ordinances of the Church. And
many aggravations of our sins I have not touchedsuch as the attainments, the vows and sufferings of our
forefathers.
I believe, however, that if the wounds
which have been approached were only in the course of
thorough probing and healing, all others would follow,
by the Lord's good hand upon us, in due time. As for
the devotions of this day, everything we need may, I
think, be summed up in these two passages of scripture:
(Zechariah xii. 10), "I will pour upon the house of
Oavid, and upon the inhabit.ants of Jerusalem, the spirit
of grace and of supplications; and they shall look upon
me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for
him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in
bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his
first born." (Isaiah, vi. I-8), " In the year that King
Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.
Above it stood the Seraphims: each one had six wings;
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he
covered his feet.. and with twain he die fly. And one
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the
Lord of Hosts; the whole earth is full of His g,lory. . .
Then said I, \iV oe is' me! for I am undone; because I
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am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of hosts. Then flew one of the Seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he
had taken with the tongs from off the altar . And he laid
it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy
lips; and thine iniquitv is taken away, and thy sin
purged.
Also I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
Whom shall I send, and who will go fur us? Then said
I, Here am I, send me."
May the Lord give us understanding in all things;
and to His name be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus,
world without end. Amen.

'JLor() 3ncbcape ant> (tbristtan !IDiBetolle '"

IT

would be well for all of us at all times who have
a heart interest in the Gospel to 'remember by whose
authority Missions were instituted, and the mode of their
spread throughout the world.
'l'he adorable Redeemer
as' He was about to ascend to take His seat on the
Father's right hand in the glory of His Person and
finishea work, said :-" All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore and teach an
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and
10 I am with you alway even unto the end of the world."
(Matt. xxviii. 8). " Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature.
He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not shaH
be damned" (Mark xvi. 15-16).
"He said unto His
disciples, Thus it is written and thus it behaved Christ
to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and
that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem" (Luke xxiv. 46-48).
Such are the words of
*The above was written for a Missionary Society which
was bringing out ·a pamphlet on Lord Inchcape's recent foolish
utterance on Christian Missions.
Only part of the letter was
published, but we give it in full.
As for Lord Inchcape's indiscreet deliverance, it has fitly been described by Sir Valentine
ChiI'{)I, author of the "Fa.r Eastern Questi{)n," and for some
tim'; one of the Edito;rial Sta,ff of "The Times," as "the sort
of attack one more often hears from the meaner type of Europeans frequenting th'e bar of a Shanghai Club."-Editor.
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the great Commission given by the respective evano'elists, and there is no discord between them. The
disciples were to "go "-not to remain in Jerusalem
and start a great institution and invite the "vol'ld to visit
No,
it to see the great light that had broken into it.
the Gospel had to be made known in all lands without
money or price.
This is what is being dOl~e by all
true missionaries and ministers of the Cross to-day, and
they will not be disturbed nor moved one iota from
their loved work by the diatribes of all earth's potsherds
put together. How madly daring are the utterances of
Lord Inchcape and his anti-missionary fraternity in face
of the above words from the lips of Him who spake as
never man spake, and who gave Himself for the redemption of sinners, and who will see with satisfaction
of His soul's travail, in tHe ingathering to His Name
through the preached Gospel, peoples from all nations,
kindreds, and tongues.
Beheving the great truths of the Gospel when we
went to China nearly 45 years ago, one felt very favourably disposed towards the missionaries, and. although
our occupation was commercial, it was very pleasant
and refreshing to go amongst them during spare time.
One always felt that the truly evangelical among them
were engaged in the highest and most honourable. work
on earth-instrumentally bringing of those in heathen
darkness into the light and ,liberty that only the Gospel
of God's grace affords to the children of men, wherever
situated.
We never knew any reason during a fairly
long residence in China to alter our convictions, and
. they are as strong to-day, perhaps stronger, than ever,
that the only hope for raising humanity is the glorious
Gospel of the grace of God, "impugn it whoso list," as
John Knox would say.
Lord Inchcape, in attributing to the work of the
missionaries what is in reality the evil doings of the
Russian Soviet and other wicked and unreasonable
men, who have no faith, shows his lack of knowledge
of China and of the Gospel of Christ.-Alexander Ross.

lRQte6 anb '-!Ot1lmenta.
"The Curse of the Highlands."-These are the
words used by Dr Norman Maclean, Moderator of the.
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, at the
Highland Breakfast in the Oak Hall, Princes Street,
Edinburgoh, in his reference to the ecclesiastical divisions
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in the Highlands.
Now, who began these divisions?
Was it not the wrong and strong-headed policy of a lifeless Moderatism that was the real cause? The Church
of Scotland, with its skeleton congregations, might have
cleared out of many a parish in the Highlands for all
tbat attended the services of the Parish Church, but
sustained by the Church's patrimony the Church of
f3cotland clung to the fabrics and in course of time ma.de
it possible for one of her Moderators to bemoan the condition of things which his own Church had more than
a hand in bringing about.
Held OveO".-Owing to pressure on our space by the
Synod Report we have had to hold over a number of
articles already set up, including "The Trouble at
Pi'inceton Theological Seminary" and the first of a
series of articles on the attitude of Christians to Freemasonry. The discussion at the Synod on this subject
has called foTth considerable criticism from many
quarters.
Meantime we direct the attention of our
ministers and missionaries and all others interested to
a booklet which throws considerable light on the subject-"The Menace of Freemasonry to the Christian
Faith, by the Rev. C. Penney Hunt, B.A., Linden House,
Manor Lane, Shipley, Yorks (Price Is, post free).
Sabbath Trading.-Mr A. E. Wiltshire, Secretary of
the Scottish Federation of Grocers and Provision Merchants, in giving evidence at the Home Office inquiry
into the working of the Shops (Early Closing) Act, said
that G,lasgow and Dundee were the worst cities in Scotland for Sabbath trading.
He stated that nearly six
thousand shops opened all day on Sabbath in Glasgow
and -district.
These were mostly small dairies, greenVery few were legitigrocers, and ice-cream shops.
mate grocers' shops, but the others -mentioned wete-.
becoming shops for the sale of groceries on the Sabbath.
In a special article a writer in the "Glasgow Herald"
(20th May) says that Mr Wiltshire's figures include
He also points out that
garages and tatooing saloons.
some of the shops opening on the Sabbath Day, as one
-would expect, are not above charging a higher price and
giving under weight.
The fines imposed by the
WeigMs and Measures Department. though heavy, are
readily paid so lucrative is the traffic.
Between Sabbath ~rading and pleasure excursions on the Lord's Day
where is Scotland rushing to ? The momentum in the
downward course is increasing with each passing honr.
What can we do but nlead that the Lord would arise
and defend His own cause.
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{}om-mutlions.~July-lf lI'st Sabbath, R'aaaay, La rg,
and Beauly; second, Tam, ;:,taffin, and 'l'omaLlB; "third,
i.Javiot, tiatkirk, 1< iashadder and !togart; fminn, 'PLO(~k
ton and Bracadale; fifth, Farr (tluthertandshlre) and
North U!st.
August-First ;:,abbath, Ui-ngwafl; second,
Portree and dtratherrick; third. Laide, Broadtord.
Bonar-bridge- fourth, Stornoway.
;:,eptember-l"lI'st
Sabbath, Ullapool; second, ;:,trathy; third, ;:'toer.
October-Second Sabbath, Gairloch; third, ;:,courie:;
fourth, Lochinver; fifth, Wick. South African M issioh
-The following are the- dates of the Communions:Last Sabbath of March, June, September, and Decemher.
Note.-Notice of any additions to, or alteration of, the
above dates of Communions should be sent to the Editor_
1

Mr dohn Murray, M.A., M.Th. (Princeton). - Mr
Murray, who has now finished his ,theological studies at
Princeton, and who has been supplying Detroit for the
end of May and June, is expected home at the beginningof this month.
In the report of Princeton 'fheologicat
Seminary in a recent issue of "The Presbyterian," we
are pleased to see Mr Murray's name .among those who
received the degree of Master of Theology. Mr Murray
was also awarded the Gelston-Windthrop Fellowship in
.
Theology.

BcJmowleboment of.. IDonatton~.
John Grant, Palmerstan Villa, Millburn Road,
Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowtedgeb-. with
thanks, the following donations:SUSTENTATION FUN-D.:....:.:Mr--..Angus Mackli-Y. Innisfail, Alta., ,canada,
£1 4s; Alex. Macphers<>n Bass, Upper Sc<>tst<>wn. Stmntian, £1; Miss L.
Graha.m, Culkein, Drumbeg, 35; a Friend, Gla.sgow, £1; Pe1ier ~{ackaYJ Sea~
fm·th, Ontari<>. 17s 2~ Miss M_ Grant,' Larigview, Aviem<>f6, 12s; Mrs M. Mackenzie, .R<>ckview Hous\>, Aulta.nd<>o, GarYe, £1; Mrs M.CamplreH, Ol'ovelly C<>ttage, J;\.ilmacolm, l'Os.
AGED AND INFIRM MINisTERS' AND WIDOWS' "UND.-Miss K MacIcnnan, Mile Rouse, Newpark, Call"uish, 10s; Nurse Macii'hes, The H;spital,
Kinlochleven, 6s; Rodk. Mackenzie, Banavie, 7S.
HOME MISSION FUN D.-Anon., per Rev. N. Cameron, £1;; Alex. Rankin,
Mamore Cottage, F<>rt-Wiliam, ·5S .
. JEWISH AND FOERIGN MISSIONS.-Rev. N. .c-ameron acknOWledges g.oite'
fully, fi'<>m Stornoway Sa.bbath School, for Kaffir Bibles. per Mr Donald "Jackenzie, £4 15s 3d; fmm Friend, Kyle (for Jews), £1; Friend, Applecross, £1;
~t1ss Young,. -Lochranz"3.. Arran, 10s; Friend, Sk>'6, £2 j 1JI-rs ~lt\ckenZie, Udrigle.
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£2; Friend, Glasgow, £1.
Per General Treasurer-A. Macdonald, Penkill,
Sask., 8s 2d; Mrs Grant, Seaview, Badna,baI\, Lochinver, 4s; Peter Mackay,
Seaforth, Ontario, £1 Os 5d; a Friend, Glasgow, £1.

. The following lists have been sent in for publication :DUNOON CHURCH DEBT FUND.-Rev. N. Cameron acknowledges, with
thanks, from F'riend, Inverness, per Capt. Macleod, £1.
EDINBURGH CHURCH PURCHASE FUND.-Rev. N. Macintyre acknow.
ledges, with sincere tha.nks, the following dona.tions :-Arch. Stewart, Wate,"
nish, £2; James Nicolson, ;Clydebank, 10s; Friend, Luss, £3.
Mr A. Maclean,
16 Marehmont Crescent, Edinburgh, acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following :-Per Capt. K. K. Macleoo,-Friend, Stornoway, £1; D. Macphe.rson,
Kames, 10s; Friend, Inellan, 5s; M. S." Glasgow, 10s; Miss Macdonald, Inver·
nes9, £1; Friend, Daviot, £1; Friend do., 65; Friend, do., 55.
Per Mr P.
Anderson-Friend, Oban, £1.
Per Mr James Mackay-Friend, Gairloch, 10s;
young Highland Friend, £2.
GREENOCK CHURCH PURCHASE FUND.-Mr John Urquhart, 12 Lyne·
doch Street, Qreenock, acknowledges, with grateful thanks, the following donations :-Per J. Macpherson, Port-GIa.sgow, £1 5s 6d; Friend, Breakish, Kyle,
6s; Miss Isa Macdonald, per Alex .. Nicolson, £1; J. Mackenzie, Greenock, £1;.
Per Miss Nicolson, Greenock, £1 7s 6d.
Per Mrs Macintyre, do., £2 12s;
Friend, Ardresnich, Lochmore, in June issue, should read, "Friend, Ardresnich,
Lochinver,."

The Rev. N. Cameron and the Kirk-Session and Congregation of Greenock
desire to thank very gratefully all the Friends who contributed towards tl'\e
discharge of the debt of £1500 on their Church-especially "Another Pa·sser.
by," for the gift of £50o---and they from their hearts desire to acknowledge
the Lord's goodness in the liberality with which the whole of this debt has
been cleared off in two yea.rs, without departing from the rules laid down in
God's word for helping the Lord's canse.
HELMSDALE CHURCH BUILDING FUND.·--The Rev. W. Grant, Halkirk;
acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following donations :-"A True Friend,"
£4; "Only More," £1; "Friends," Alberta, Canada, per Mr Wm. Mackay, £1
5s. Per Mr T. Adamson (Collecting Cards)-Archiba:ld ·tOrawford, Oban, £7 14s;
A. Murray, of Glasgow and Brora, £4; Mr M.acleod, Brora, £4 lIs 6d.
WINNIPEG CHURCH BUILDING FUND.-Mr William Sinclair 77 Walnut
Street, Winn.ipeg, acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the followin~ :-Per Mrs
J. Ross (of Winnipeg), Applecross-Miss Maclellan, Lochend House, Milton, £1;
Friends in Applecross, £5 8S 6d.

38 6d SUBSCRIPTIONS._Hugh M.ackay, 778 24th Ave. E., Vancouver;
Mrs Laing, 4016 Witlow Street, do.; James Mackay, 196 38th Ave. ,E., do.;
Chas. Uackay, 182 38th Ave., E., do.; Mrs> Johan Morrison, 666 12th Ave.,
W., do.; Miss M. Maclean, 1642 Robson Street, do.; Mrs C. Jamieson, 868 7th
Ave., E., do,.; Mrs A. Maciver, 183 52nd Ave., W.; Mrs R. Mackenzie, 7040
ClarendoIl Street, lilo.; Mrs D. F. Ma,cneill, 3931 Pender Street, ,E., do.; Mrs J.
Kelly, 1858 39th Ave., E., do.; Mrs> J. Esson, 1842 Commercia.! Drive, do.; A.
Fraser, 3930 11th AYe., W., do.; F. A. Matheoon, 455 10th Ave., W. do;
Mrs J. Robertson, 10 11th Ave., W., do.; J. H. Macleoo, 4729 Georgia Street,
E., do.; Mrs L. Macleod, 3842 Cartier Street, Marpole, do.; A. Mackay, 5087
Chester Street, do.; D. Matheson, 455 10th Ave, W., do.; Mrs N. B. Hunt,
Decker Lake, B.O.; F. Beaton, Greig Street, Inverness; Mrs Noble, 196 38tb
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Ave., E., Van.; Mrs ·R. Jdaekllrlich, looa, B.C.; Mu R. Blair, do., do.; Mrs
R. Maclughan, 2474 Queen's Ave., V'an.; D. Mackay, InnisfaU, Alta.; Angus
MackilY do. do.; J. Macaulay, Ardbain, Applecross; D. M. Mulean, RiltOIl,
Muir of Ord; A. Kerr, 265 Calder Street, Glasgow; Miss Mackay, P.O., The
Craigs, Ardgay; M. Macdonald, Dusary Mill, Loohmaddy; R. Colvin, Suisgill
Gardens, Kildonan; Mrs O. Mackenzie, machnessie P.O.; J. Mackenzie, Campbel·
town, Ont.; J. Sutherland, Culdrain, Rogart; Mrs H. D. Mackily, Penhold, Al·
berta; p. Macgregor, Point Street, Ullapool; D. Fleming, Fanagmore, Lairg;
J. Maclood, Hay 'Street, W. Perth, Australia; Wm. Frilser, ,Fatley, Beauly; A.
Macdonald, Oross Roads, Malaglate, N. Ui&t; R. Kerr, llill Cottage, ClilShnessie;
J. Cameron, Claddacn, Lochmaddy; C. Maclel1an, do., do.; Mrs G. Clark, RI,
Ailsa. \Oraig; 11rs A. Cl ark, Park-hill, R.R.;. J. Maciver, Pittentrail, Rogart; Mrs
M. Mac.kerlWher, Duttoo" Ont.; Miss M. Campbell, 2 Eynort, Carbost; Mrs Mac·
kiuley, 27 High Street, Lochwinnoch;W. Mackintosh, Rhue Voult, Rhlconich;
Mrs J. Grant, Achlechan, Achiltibuie; Mis,s M'. Maclean, 12 North-ton, Lever·
burgh; H. Mackay, Loohside, Oversca,ig; J. F. Mackay, Box 31, Burke's Falls,
Ont.; Mrs D. Mackay, E. End, Ardineaskan, Lochcarron; P'. Mackay, Seaforth, R.R.
No. 4, Ont.; Miss J. Macpherson, Auchenfroe, Cardross; Mrs Morrison, 34 North·
ton, Leverburgh; J. Madeod, Tea Jitooms, Tarbert, Harris; MIss J. S. Munro, Hayfleld, Oastletown; Mrs D. Macleod, Strathan, Lichinver;' A. Gillanders, Fearnabeg, Strathcarron; Miss Macpherson, Ivy Bank Cottage, Brea-kish; J. D. Kidd,
Fox Street, BaUina, N.S.W.; Mrs H. J. Purdie, Crane Street, do., do:;
Mrs Bowman, Crane Street, do., do.; D. J. M.acsween, 4 Mid Street,
Dundee;
Mrs
Christie,
8
B,f(}wn
.constable
Street,
Dundee;
Mrs
Henderson, Dunalastair, Tobermory; Mrs Macinnes, 41 Elderslle Street,
Gla-sgow; F. Nicolson, Tomna-hurich 'Bridge, Inverness; Mrs M. A. Mil.ckinnon,
15 Shore Street, Applecross; Alex. Sutherla.nd, 23 Monntnoel Ave., Toronto; M.
Macdonald, 115 East Lynn Ave., Toronto; Mrs R. Mulean; Balblair, Beauly;
A. Kaase, Middleburgh, Holland; Miss M. Darroch, Schoolhouse, Bellochanbery,
Kintyre; Angus Maekenzie, 28 N. Tolsta; Mrs S. mark, Unapool, Assynt; Geo.
Macleod, Wes,t Shinness, La-irg; Miss M. A. Beaton, Hawkhead Hospital, Car·
donald; Mrs Forgie, Glentore, Airdrie; Miss R. Maclean, Drumchork, Aultbea;
Mrs 11aelennan, 5 Isle Ewe, do.; John Madeod, Holman, Balacheon, Raasay;
John Gillies, 34 Invera·rish Terrace, do.; Miss M. Stewart, Stein, Waternish;
John Mackay, Torr, Evelix; Mr. J. Maclean, Lower Toscaig, Applecross; Miss
J. Livingstone, Culduie, do.; Colin Maclean, 23 Hilton Road, Aberdeen; Mrs J.
Robertson. Whitefarland, Pirnmill Arran; D. J. M.ackenzie, Schoolhouse, Ardgay;
Mrs G. Ma-theson, Glackin, Clashnessi", La,irg; Mrs Wm. Macaskill, 916 Ave. 1.,
North Sa-skatoon, Sask.; Mrs A. Mackay, West End, Saltburn, Invergordon;
Donald 1faclean, 11 Bosville Terrace, Portree; M. Macmillan, Pinrioch Shore,
Arra-n; Miss K. Sansun, 27 Cadogan Place, London; Miss Urquha.rt, 5 Eaton
Place, London; John S. Poison, ,Clayock, Halkirk; Thos. Finlayson, Trantlemore, Forsinard; Nurse Fraser, 126 Woodland Road, Glasgow; A. MackenZie,
gamekeeper, Drumchork, Aultbea; Miss C. Mackenzie, Stobieside Lodge, Strath·
aven, Lanarkshire; Rod. Kerr, Recharn, Lochinver; D. Macleod, Skegra, Kinloch·
bervie; John Macdonald, 3 Tockava-ig, Sleat, Skye.
48 SUBSCRIPTIONS.-T. Chesterfleld, The Mount, Alton; T. Macgillivray,
Errogie; Mrs Shaw, Little Urchany, Cawdor; Miss Macgillivray, The Hospital
Saltcoats; Don. Maciver, No. 6 Breasclete;. Donald Macleod, 17 do.; Malcolm
Macaulay, 27 do.; Angus Ma-ca-rthur, 25 do.; Murdo Maclean, 28 do.; Arthur
Macarthur, 29 do.; Kenneth Maclea-n, 22 do.; KennetJh Maciver, 18 do.; Mrs J.
Maciver, 34 do.; Mrs M. Maciver, 32 do.; Mrs M. Maclean, 28 do.; Miss A.
Morrlson, 37 do.; Ma-lcolm Maclennan, 5 Newpark, Callan,ish; Arcb-. Beaton,
R.M.:S. "Dalriada," Glasgow; Mrs C. Neilson, 18 West Path, Ca.rnoustie; Mrs
R. Macleod, Inverkarka'g, Lochinver; Mrs Cameron, Kentra, Acharacle, Argyle;
Neil Maccuish, 5 Northton, S. 'Harris; A. Macdonald. 1950 1st Ave., E., Van.
couver; D. Mackenzie, Upper Gledfleld, Ardgay; H. Kennedy, 39 Pitcalrn Street,
Brucefleld; M.iss 1. Mackay, Inchcape, Rogart; Miss Andrew, 24 Union Street,
Wick; Mrs D. G. Mackenzie, Shield"ig, Strathca,rron; Mrs J. Macewa.n, Craigard,
Ardrl!haig; R. Morrison, Beckrivlg, Rarris; Mrs Grant, Seavlew, Badnlllban, Loch·
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inver; Mrs Maadonald, Badcall, 'Scourie; Mrs D. Macdona,ld, Upper Lapan, Dunbeat.h, Miss J. Macdon,ald, Seven Oaks, Northam, Australia; M.iss Grant, Larig
View, A>ciemore;, Rod. Ma.theson" 51 Robert Street, Glasgow; Miss J. Campbell", Glencoe J;[ouse" Beauly; Mrs M. Mackenzie, Rockview House, Aultandoo;
J;.,ac~l.'!':! Ross" !,lad,call, Scourie; Miss Stewart, Bourtree, Whitjnr.:, Bay; Douald
Macsw.",,:!, I!or'Ce, portr"e; M, Campbell, Clovelly Cottage, Kilmac()lm; fibs 0,
B. Teigler '5,,30 'Courtlandt Street, Houston, U.S.A.; Miss ¥argaret M.acaskill,
Oorr~e, l\r~adfO;d,,' Skye;, Mr S. Boo!), Yminden, :golla~d; Miss J. G~ah~,~, ;rhe
EX_~l)ti:v.f;l. gal)ato,ria, J;lridge of Weir,; A. Macleod" 3 CI;W,A,,:n, ,Raasay,;, Miss
Macleqd" 3 Clach-an, R,aasay; John Nicolson, S North Tolsta, Storno1Nay; Mrs
:p,opald Morrisop, 46 do. do.; Mrs J. McCuish,- 30 Northton, Leverburgh; Miss
A. Macleod, Monkcastle, KiIwinning; Nurse Macinnes, The Hospital, ,Kinlochlexen,.
45 1~ S~BSCR1PTIONS.-Miss J. M. Ross, Wilkie, Sask,; Miss M. C. Mack,e~ie"

701 W .B",thune Street, Detroit; Jam"" R. McNelly, do. do,; Miss Joan
M",,,,,"onal,d, Ails,a Orai,g, R.1; Miss L. Sutherland, Ripley, Ontario; Mrs William
Finlayson, 12.0 D.ela,ware Ave" Toronto;, Mrs Munro, 565_. Red Deer" On,ta,rio,
C,!-,nada,,; Mrs D. Macleod, 656 Prin<;e Rnpert" B,p",Oanada; Mrs Gordon Reid,
p()/;t Dover, Oanll.d,a; Mrs C. H, 4!ce" Dal,ton FarI)1, Tra>ces, A1l:!erta; Mrs Macdo,w.ell, Cras~ R,anc!!" Calgarry, Alta.; Ji[athias, Schilz, Simcoe, Ontario; Miss, 1',
Maj;as«ill, Kincardin,e, 4o,; D, R. M,acivor, Stettler, Alberta; Mr.. J. C.' Barton,
),0;11,5 Oamero,:!, Regina, Sask,; S. K. Wallace, 162 Polsc}U Aye., Winnipeg.

!!S, SI.! BSCRlPTIONS,--:-Miss G. Mackay, FaIT, Be~tyhill;
bank, Gairloch; Mrs Bowma.n, Gibsmuir, DulItown; Miss L,
Drumbeg; Nurs~ Marti,n,. Ohurch Street, Inverness; Miss
Eorodale, Ness; Malcolm Mackay, Manchester;' M. Macleod,
Brora; Miss M. Rpss, Gl'engoWrie SchoOl, Mnir of 'Ord; Mrs
tqre, Strat.hca,m;>Ib.

D. Macrae, ,CairnGraham, Culkein,
B, Macdonald" S
Stanley C'otta{;e,
Mackenii~; Actin-

OTHER SUBSCRIPTlQ"'S.-:M:iss L. Mackenzie, Tain, 14s;' P~ Macd,ona.1d,
Newton, Ontario,16s 5d; Ken. Macrae), Arrina, StrathcarroIi, 8S; Ken, Ma~kay,
3 Habost, Lochs, Stornoway, ls 6d; M. ?oi'!-cleod, Ardishnick, Lochinver, Bs;,
Jas. !Ca.mpbell, inn., Inverness, lOs; Miss 1. M. Morton, 53 St Vincent Street,
Gl,asgow, 8s; John Downie, 174 C"lder Street, Glasgow, 6s; Mrs F', Mackenzie,
13~ Invera.sdale, 7s 6d;, Miss, Golan, 37 Chester Square, London, 10s; A. Maclean, Rhne, Ullapool, 11s 6d; Mrs Wm. Kerr, Primrose Cottage, Stoer, 4s Sd;
Rev. M. Morrison, F.P, Manse, Loohinver, 12s; Miss E, Mackay,' 116 High
Street, Grantown-on-Spey, 10S; Mrs D, Macrae, Craigard Cottage, Kyle, 4s 6d;
Mciss Macmil:lan, 7~ High, Street, Fort-William, 10s 6d; Re';. John Maclachlan"
F.P'. 'Manse" Bayhead, 10s fill; Alex" MaclIperson, Bass, Upper Scotstqwn,
Strontian, 4s 6d; AJex.. Finlayson, Dl!tton, Ontario, 3s 5d;, Kenneth Fraser,
,Royal Bank of Scotland, Edinburgh, 4s 6d; John Macrae, Grove Cottage, Lochcarron, 8S; Mrs Murray, Anlt'nagar, Invershin, 7s; Kenneth Ma.cleod, H.otel,
Lochcarron, 65; ?oHss M. Macleod, Drynoch House, GUllicudden, 2s; Mfss 'J, Maclellan, Hougharry, North Uist, 8s; Miss Beaton,c/o Gillanders, 4 High Street,
Devenport, Anckl'and" N.Z_, £1; ,Alex. MacNeilage, Kilcreggan, Glasgow, 10s;
John M'ackay, No. 1 Ach.more, Stornoway, 1S! set; Miss ,A. [Campbell, P,O. Staff,
Storno;way, 7s; Mrs A. H. Macd~ald, Killochan, Giiva;':, '10~'; 'Mrs,:K. Philip,
8qRoseI)10un~ Vil",j:uet, Aberdeen, 3s 3d; Mrs Macleod, Alness, ls 4d.
F'1.EE DIST\'II_B~TI,ON.-A, K;err, 265, Cal4er' 'Street, Govanhill,2s 6d;
"Amicus," 2s;, Mr - B~scarlet., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 10s; Miss Grant, Larig
View, AViemore, 4s; ?oHss R. Maclean, Drumchork, AUlthea, 5s; Colin Ma,clean, 23 Hdlton Roa-d', Aberdee1ll, 4" 6d; Miss S, A.' Urquhart, Balbla,ir,' 5s;
D, J, M,acken~ie, Ar-dgay, 3s; Mrs Wm. Macaskill, Saskatoon, Sask" 4s. 8d;
Isaiah lviii., 13 and, 14, 14s; Miss K;. Sa,nsol!, 27 Gadoga,n Place, 'London, 6S
6!i; Mis~ Urqnha~t., 5_ E.a-ton J;'1.ac~, li9npon,_ 6s 6d,; JolI)1. Macdona-ld, 3' Tocka:
va,ig, Sl'eat, Sky~, ~s_ 6d..
'

