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HE eleventh day of November, 1918, will be remarkable in
the history of mankind. On that day an armistice was
signed, and hostilities ceased between the German and the Allied
armies in connection with the greatest War that the world has
evp witnessed. The happy news, that the long-desired peace had
come, was received with overflowing satisfaction and delight in
all the towns and villages of Great Britain, as indeed in almost
every part of the earth. Many wept for joy, and we are sure that,
while natural thankfulness was every-where, genuine, spiritual
gratitude to the-God of peace and Father of mercies rose up in the
hearts of all who" love His blessed name." They ascribed the
glory to Him that sitteth upon the throne and liveth for ever and
ever. "Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations
he hath made in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the
end of the earth; he breaketh the bow and 'cutteth the spear in
sunder; he_ burneth the chariot in the fire. Be still, and know
that I am God; I will be exalted among the heathen, I will -be
exalted in the earth" (Ps. xlviii. 8-10).
.
It was gratifying to observe that the Prime Minister, after
he had intimated the armistice and cessation of hostilities,
moved that the House of Commons immediately adjourn, and
proceed to Westminster Abbey to render thanks to Almighty
God for the great deliverance He had wrought, and that the
House with unanimous consent adopted the motion, and
adjourned accordingly. We have also felt much pleasure in
noticing, in connection with many of the utterances at Thanks:
giving Services, held throughout the country, that there was less _
. praise of the .creature instruments who had brought aeout victory for the Allies, and more ascription of unreserved praise to God
for His wondrous mercy, as the supreme cause, than has beeri
hitherto common at War services. It would be well if His
goodness a~ this great crisis would lead us as a people to godly
repentance and spiritual reformation.
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There are one or two special chords of thought and feeling that
are touched at the present moment. The first is that of profound
sympath.y with those who have lost their near and dear ones in the
terrible conflict which has come to a close. Such persons must
of necessity feel a pang of pain at their hearts, amid the general
rejoicings, when they look back and think of the brave spirits and
bright faces of husbands, sons, and brothers that shall never return
to their hearths, and homes again to cheer and comfort longing
friends, but have gone beyond recall to the eternal world. Ah,
the sadness of it all, as the result of the cruel devastation of a
War, which was prompted by the cursed pride and unholy ambition
of the human heart. What a lesson as to the fact and consequences
of the Fall! But remembering again that nothing has happened
apart from the government of the all-wise Ruler of heaven and
earth, we pray that those broken-hearted, desolate ones would be
led to humble themselves in self-abasement" under the mighty
hand of God," and seek and find in the Lord Jesus Christ the healing
balm for their deep and painful wounds. He is the only physieian
that can do broken, helpless sinners good. He welcomes such to
His feet, and tenderly and powerfully applies His heavenly balm
to their souls. If the losses and sormws of the present time d0
not lead men to the Divine Saviour, all the Lord's sharp smiting
and pruning during the solemn time that has passed will be in
vain as to spiritual and eternal profit. How Cleplorable a result
.
to contemplate!
Still again, we have another feeling of joy and thankfulness,
in sympathy with those whose dear friends have been preserved
by the merciful hand of God throughout all the dangers of the
War. We desire to rejoice with those who rejoice, as well as to
weep with those who weep. Such persons, however, if rightly
exercised, will not attribute the benefits conferred by God's
gracious hand to any superior merit on their part. This vain,
proud thought will be strenuously resisted, and they will ascribe
all the blessings they enjoy to the sovereign and unmerited
favour of Him who doeth according to His will among the
armies of .heaven and the inhabitants of the earth. It is
certainly permissible for them, in strict accordance with God's
truth and promises, to recognise merciful answers to many
supplications, presented in Christ's name, before the throne. The
Lord is still the hearer and answerer of prayer, although in His
deep and inscrutable sovereignty He does not grant all the'
petitions, even of His own people. But it is to be feared with
regard to a vast number of persons that they have no right appre{;iation of God's goodness towards them in the preservation of
their friends from a thousand imminent dangers during the recent
tremendous conflict,. and that they regard the present deliverance
with light and frivolous hearts, plunging into all manner of vain
amusements. Such are to be pitied in a degree beyond expression.
When the divine goodness in its most striking manifestations is
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" the savour of death unto death," there is marked evide'nce of
the presence of spiritual blindness upon men's hearts.
In .conclusion, we observe that it is very plain that there is great
and widespread need of ~ day of the Spirit's power in our own and
other lands, to 'make God's severity and goodness both produce
their proper spiritual results. Nothing less than the divine word
of truth, applied by the omnipotent Spirit of grace, will subdue'
,and melt hard and stony hearts, and cause true repentance and
living faith to spring up therein unto everlasting life. We rejoice
,at the dawn of a time of peace, but we long for'" the dayspring
from on high" to visit the na.tions, "to give light to them that sit
in darkness and in the shadow of death," and to guide their" feet
,into the way of peace." True," the dayspring" has already visited
the earth in the coming and work of theSon of God as Redeemer,
and in the proclamation of the glorious gospel of His finished
redemption, but the Holy Spirit is required in His powerful
influences to take of the things of Christ and show them unto the
children of men, on a larger scale than hitherto, in order to the
extension of Christ's kingdom, n~t in name merely but in truth
·and power, to the ends of the earth.

!Notes ot a Sermon.,
By

THE REV. D. MACFARLANE, DINGWALL,

Preached on Sabbath, 25th August, I9I8.
«He shall glorify me; for he shall receive of mine, and shew it unto you."JOHN xvi. 14.

'C',HRIST

speaks thus of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is
the third person of th~ glorious Trinity. As we have it in
the Shorter Catechism, "There are three persons in the Godhead,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one'
- God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.~' In His
actings and operations the Holy Spirit is spoken of as a person.
He speaks: He spoke through the prophets, and the apostles;
and in the book of Revelation, it is written, " He that hath an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches" (Rev. iii. 6).
As a person, He convinces of sin, of righteousness and of
judgment. He comforts those that are sorrowful. It is as the
Comforter Christ promises to send Him to His disciples who
were sorrowful when He told tI1em that He was to go away to the
Father that sent. Him. As a person, He was to take'of the things
of Christ, and shew them unto His people.
In speaking from our text, we shall notice :I.-That the Spirit shall glorify Christ; and
II.-The manner in which He shall glorify Him.
I.-Christ glorified the Father by finishing the work which He
gave Him to do. He glorified Him on earth, and the Father'
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glorifi~d the Son in heaven, with the glory which He had with

Him before the world \yas, and the Spirit whom He sends glorifies
Him also. Not that He makes Him more glorious than He is, but
that He shows forth His glory. He shows forth in the Scriptures
the glory of His person as a glory that transcends that of angels,
and men. In the first· chapter of Hebrews, the Spirit, through
the writer of that epistle, shews that the glory of Christ far excels
the glory of angels. "Being mad~ so much better than tbe angels
as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than
they. For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art
my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to
him a Father, and he shall be to me it Son? And again, when
he bringeth the first-begotten into the world, he saith, And let all
the angels of God worship Him. And of the angels he saith, Who
rnaketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But
of the Son he saith, Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever: a
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.
Thou
hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy
fellows. And Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation ohhe earth; and the heavens are the work of thine hands.
They shall perish; but thou remainest ; and. they all shall wax
old as doth a garment. And as a vesture shalt thou fold them
up, and they shall be changed; but thou art the same, and thy
But to which of the angels ,said he at
years shall not fail.
any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool? II (Hebs. i. 4. I 3).
Comparing Him with men, He is more glorious than any man
in the Church, however good. The Jews thought much of Moses
as the greatest man in the Old Testament Church, but Christ is
infinitely more glorious than he. ." For this man was counted
worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath
builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every
house is builded by some man; but- he that built all things is
God. And Moses, verily, was faithful in all his house as a servant.
But Christ as a Son over his o\vn house" (l1 eb. iii. 3, 6).
Moses was only a senvant in the house, but Christ was the owner
of the home. The Holy Spirit in the Scriptures shews the glory
of Christ's person, of His two natures as God-man, the glory of
His threefold office as prophet, priest, and king, the glory of His
atoning sacrifice; and He does so that we might value Him, come
'to Him, believe in Him, and glorify Him. It is the Spirit in the
Lord's people that enables them to glorify Christ. Those who
pretend to have the Holy Spirit and despise Christ are not taught
of God; and those ,vho reject the Scriptures in whole or in part
are not led by the Holy Spirit, for the teaching of the Scriptures
and of the Spirit agree, and Scripture is the medium through
which the Spirit speaks, as holy men of old were the instruments
by which He spoke.
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n.-The manner in which He shall glorify Him. It is by
receiving' of the things that are Christ's, and shewing these things
to His p~ople. What are those things that are Christ's? They
are all that the-Father has. " All things that the Father hath are
mine" (v. IS)' The blessings of the covenant of grace belong to
the Father. The love of God, which is the source of salvation,
belongs to the Father,' and salvation or life eternal, grace and
glory, belong to .the Father. In the Shorter Catechism the
blessings of salvation are spoken of as justificatioD, adoption, and
sanctification, and at death, glorification. All these are given to
Christ by the Father. "The Father loveth the Son, and hath
given all thfngs unto his hand" (John iii. 35)' As Christ received
all these blessings from the Father, He is rich with these blessings.
No wonder that the Apostle Paul says, "My God shall supply all
your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil.
iv. 19)' We are poor and miserable, but Christ is rich- to
supply our needs. We do not receive the blessings of salvation
. immediately from" God the Father, but through Jesus Christ,
the one Mediator between God and men. He received these
blessings from the Father, not for Himself, but for such poor
sinners as we are, and we are made partakers of these blessings
by the Holy Spirit, of whom Christ says in our text,." He shall
receive of mine, and-shall shew it unto you." There is a beautiful
order in the communication of salvation to sinners. ~ Christ
receives the blessings of salvation from the Father, and the Holy
Spirit receives these blessings from the fulness of ChrisJ, and
believers receive them from the Holy Spirit. These blessings are,
first, the Father's j secondly, the Son's j thirdly, the Spirit's j and
- fourthly, the believer's. The Father was rich with these blessings,
Christ was rich with them, the Holy Spirit was rich with them,
and now believers are rich with them. "All things are your's"
(I Cor. iii. 2I). The Spirit glorifies Christ by taking of His
things' and shewing them unto us, or applying them to us in a
saving manner. Before He applies them to us, He convinces us
of our need of them as sinful, lost, and ruined by sin. " They
that are whole need not a physician, but they that are sick."
Have you been convinced of your sins as a sinner, guilty and
liable to be punished forever:? It is the Spirit that works faith in
us to receive Christ in the free offer of the gospel. It is in union
with Christ the Spirit communicates to us the benefits of His
redemption. The Spirit not only convinces us of our need of
Christ, but He also enlightens our minds in the knowledge of
Him, and He does so by means of the Scriptures, which testify of
Christ as "able-to save to the uttermost all that come to God by ,
Him." He shews us _that Christ's death is tire' only ground of
'salvation, and we are satisfied with that ground. By nature-\ve 'are
ignorant of the way of salvation, and as we are under a covenant
of works we expect to be saved by the works of the' law.- But
those who are,taught of the Spirit have renounced that way and
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rest upon Christ alone for salvation. This is a more excellent
way, a way in which we are saved consistent with the glory of God.
We have 'been speaking on a great subject, and we feel that it is
so great that -we can only touch the hem of its garment. It is in
the Scriptures the Spirit shews the things of Christ, and it is by
the Scriptures He applies the blessings of salvation to us. It is in
the Scriptures God speaks to us now, and not as of old, sometimes by dreams and visions. The rich man in the parab1e
thought that if a man was raised from the dead to tell his brethren
on earth of the terribleness of being lost in eternity, that they
would repent; but he was told by Abraham that they had Moses
and the prophets, and that, if they believed not them, they would
not be persuaded though a man rose from the dead. Many die,
but none comes back from eternity to tell us whether they are in
heaven or in hell. The only way in which we can know where
they are is in the word of God in the Bible, If they gave evidence
during their lifetime that they were in. Christ, we conclude that
they are in heaTen; but if they lived carelessly, walking according
to the course of the world, and died in that condition, we may
conclude that they are in hell.
Though God's people are, in a sense, poor, yet how rich they
are! All that the Father hath is theirs; all that the Son hath is
theirs; and all that the Holy Spirit hath.is theirs. If these things
are yours, think of the order in which they came to be yours.
They were originally the Father's; secondly, the Son's; thirdly,
the Spirit's; and fourthly, yours. The glory of salvation then is
due to the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and seek
.'
grace that you may ascribe that glory to them.
In Scripture the plan of salvation is ascribed to the Father; the
working out of salvation is ascribed to Jesus Christ, the Son; and
the application of salvation is ascribed to the Holy Spirit; and as
Christ, as mediator, secured the blessings of salvation by His
death, He is Lord over these blessings. As Joseph was the
steward over the 'provision which he made for the time of famine,
and as Pharaoh said to those who applied to him for food, "Go
to J oseph," so God says to sinners who seek salvation, "Go to.
Christ; He is the dispenser of the blessings of lalvation." And
He ministers out the blessings to needy souls through the agency'
of the Holy Spirit, and by means of the Scriptures of truth.
IT is said that Colonel Gardiner, after his conversion, devoted
two hours every morning to reading the Word of God and prayer.
He determined that nothing should rob him of his precious time'
for devotion. Hence,'if his regiment had to march at six o'clock,
he rose at four; and if he had to march at four, he rose at two.
GODLINESS can have no being but in a heart warmed with a
sense of redeeming mercy.-Adam.
BLESSED God, thou hast often taught us lessons in the shade
we should never have learned in the sunshine.-Evans.
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By THE REV. D. BEATON, WICK.
(Continued from page ZI3.)
IV.-REV. ROBERT FINLAYSON, HELMS DALE.
'ROBERT FINLAYSON *was born in Clyth, Caithness, early
in 1793, and was baptised in March of that year by the
Rev. John Robertson, missIOnary-minister in Achrenie, Halsary
and Halladale, who was afterwards minister of Rothesay, and
Kingussie. It is reported that Mr. Robertson said to Robert's
mother: "Take care of this child, for you have got a Samuel from
the Lord," Robert 'was the son of Robert Finlayson, Society
schoolmaster in East Clyth, and afterwards at Dunbeath, and of
Margaret Gunn. Otr" the tombstone in Latheron churchyard it
is recorded that "Robert Finlayson, once Society Schoolmaster
at Dunbeath
died in 1819, aged sixty-eight years, also
his spouse, Margaret GunD, who died in the year 18z1, aged
sixty-four years." Both Mr. Finlaysou's father and grandfather
were held in high esteem for their piety, and his mother,
Margaret Gunn; was a woman that feared God, and the daughter
of a man who was a burning and shining lig!It in his day.
When about ten years of age, Robert began to accompany his
parents to the ~ission Church at Berriedale, wl?ich at this time
was under the care of the Rev. Wiliiam Mackintosh, afterwards
minister of Thurso.. From an early age the boy took pleasure in
hearing tne Word preached, and was in the habit of praying. There
were not wanting signs that the Holy Spirit,was striving with him.
He was in the habit in those early days of retiring to a quiet dell
and preaching to an imaginary congregation. At such times he
would' be deeply impressed, but these impressions passed away,
and a deeper and more lasting work was required and granted in
after years. Rohert had also 'the privilege of being mentally
nourished with sound literature, and read such books as Boston's
Fourfold State, Dyer's Christ's Famous Titles, Edward's' .History
of Redemption, together with the works of Bunyan, Willison, and
the Erskines.
When a.lad in his teens he was appointed a teacher at a side
school at Achscorriclete, Strathmore, in'the parish of Halkirk.
Here he lodged in the house of John MacDonald, a famous cattle
dealer of those days. While here he was privileged to enjoy the

* I am indebted to "the Rev. George Sutherland, Bruan', for the details at
the beginning of this article, and to the Rev. John Macpherson's CU1Z1ttas
Aitghearr ?Itu Bheatha 'n Urramaiclt Raibeart Fimtlasolt, to which is added
a biographical sketch by the Rev. Duncan MacGregor for statements in the
rest of the article.' There is also a biographical sketch (with portrait) in the
Disruption Worthies of the H(fltlands.
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ministry of the Rev. John Munro, missionary-minister of
Achrenie, and afterwards minister of Halkirk. Achrenie was one
of the most highly privileged mission stations in Scotland. It
. had 'not only a succession of missionaries who afterwards were
burning and shining lights in the Church, but there were many notable
Christians, men and women, who adorned the doctrine of God
their Saviour, connected with 'the Mission. On the Lord's Day it
was the custom.of the people on the way to divine worship to
gather into a group, under the leadersi,Jip of Robert Sutherland,
one of the outstanding "Men" of his day. Certain points in
experimental religion would be raised and discussed by those who
knew something'of the Holy Spirit's dealings.* The result of such
conversations was highly beneficial. On the return journey the
company would be catechised by Robert Sutherland as to the
sermon tney had' listened to, and questions were asked as to the
points which had made the deepest impression. In this way the
whole sermon would be recalled, and the good impressions made.
by it deepened. When -the company came to the parting place
Robert Sutherland would speed them on their way by committing
them to.the care of the HoLy One of Israel, by engaging in prayer.
By such a practice, all tendency to light and frivolous conversation, alike going: to' the service and returning from it, was checked,
and the company, instead of going up to the house of God with a
weary heart and leaden feet, to be a drag to themselves and the
preacher, entered his courts with praise, and exemplified the
psalmist's experience, when he said" I joyed when to the house of God,
Go up, they said, to me."

. I.~ due course Mr. Finlayson went to Aberdeen to prosecute
his studies. there. Dr. John Tulloch, a' Caithness man, was professor of mathematics, and took an interest in the young student.
Mr. Finlayson was thus led. to attend the church where the professor worshipped, but, being dissatisfied with the preaching, he
petitioned the Senatus of the University to change his place of
worship, which request they readily granted, with the result that
Mr. Finlayson attached himself to the congregation of the remarkable,' though sOII)ewhat erratic, but fervent and evangelical
preacher, Dr. Kidd. t It was about this time that Mr. Finlayson
was awakened to real concern. He had clear and deep views of
sin, but was afraid that his convictions were not deep enough to
warrant him coming to Christ. While in thIS state of concern he
fell in with Hervey's Theron and Aspasio. In the varied experiences of -l'heron Mr. Finlayson read his own. Then the words
came with power to him :-" This is His ~ommandment, ~hat
* Boston, in his Memoirs, makes mention of a similar custom in the South
of Scotland in the days succeeding the Revolution.
t It was Dr. John Dnncan who remarked about this extraordinary man,
that he never met anyone in whom both the" old man" and the" new" were
so strong.
.
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we believe on the name of His Son, Jesus Christ." As he was
endeavouring to give heed to this- command, he felte that gracious
gSlspel a~guments were occurring to him and inclining his soul
towards the great salvation.
. While acting as tutor in the family of Mr. Jonn Stewart, Berriedale, Mr. Finlayson took smallpox, and was blind for eighteen days,
. and his life was despaired of by many; but in the kindness of God
he was to be raised up for a -life of usefulness in God's vineyard. On the restoration of his health, he became teacher of the school at
Lybster, which post he held until he was licensed by the Presbytery of Caithness in May, 1826. His first sermon was preached
in the church of vVatten from the text :-" Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou
goest." After the service, on speaking to one of the elders, Mr.
Gunn said :-" 'Ve had a young minister to-day." "I thought it
was an old Christian," replied that worthy, indicating the
impression the sermon had made on him.
Mr. Finlayson's first charge was the Aberdeen Gaelic Church.
Soon the church was crowded, and 'many 'professed to have
received a blessing under his preaching. He cODtinued in Aberdeen for three years, and thereafter was called to Knock, Lewis,
in 1829. His preaching at Knock was signally owned of God.
The people crowded the church at the diets of divine worship, and
on the week evenings at the family worship in the manse, tbe
sitting-room, stairs, and every place within hearing were crowded
with people. Some came every evening all the way from Stornoway, a distance of four miles. Mr. Finlayson ~)tlly remained two
years at Knock. In 183! he was presented by the Crown, through
the influence of Lady Stuart Mackenzie, to the parish of Lochs.
His predecessor in Lochs was the Rev. Alexander Simpson, a man
of some force of character, but who made no claims, at least by
his conduct, to be a minister of Christ. He has been des'cribed
as a blind leader of the blind. All the adult population were
communicants. It was no unusual thing for him to freely invite
all and sundry to the Lord's-Table in the words :-" Come to the
table of your own Father, come, everyone of you." .Real Christians
were shocked at the Jack of discrimination shewn by the minister
in such weighty matters, and on one occasion some worthy men
from Stornoway protested against it, and were tried and sentenced
to a term of imprisonment for their pains, inasmuch as they were
~160ked upon as disturbers of divine worship. The people of
Lochs at this date were ver.y illiterate, scarcely anyone could
read, and there were but one' or two Bibles in the parish. Such
wa·s the state of the parish when ::VIr. Finlayson came to it. . He
was in the full plenitude of his powers, physical and mental, and
-devoted himself with whole-hearted devotion to the evangelisation
of the parish.. His parish, roughly speaking, was about thirty-five
miles long, and eighteen broad. "It was broken up by numerous
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arms of the sea, extending far inland, and there were no roads.
In visiting he had to cross llurr.erous ferries, and to walk
miles upon miles over rough moorland, and "to make fong
voyages by sea in an open boat. He had to stay nights in
uncomfort2,.ble huts, and sleep in uncomfortable beds." Under
the blessing of God, the wilderness soon shpwed signs of
becoming a fruitful field. 'Prayer meetin~s were set up in
every township. Feliowship meetings, at which only professed
believers were present, were inaugurated. At these meetings the
young men were chiefly called upon tb speak, and were thus
trained as public speakers for the Friday meetings. After a
number had been called upon to speak, the minister reviewed
what had been said, indicating the defects and irrelevancies of
the various speakers in a sympathetic manner, and suggesting
lines of improvement. Though !vIr. Finlayson was very strict in
admitting to the Lord's Table, he felt at times that strictness·
might be carried too far, and on one occasion, hearing a brother
minister fencing the tables with a rigidity which he considered too
severe, he prayed at the opening prayer at the Table, "Lord, make
the fence around Thy Table so high as it will keep out the swine,
but let it Dot be so high as to keep out the sheep."
At the Disruption, Mr. Finlayson, with the whole of his congregation, joined the Free Church, and, until a new church was
built,' they worshipped in the open air. In r849, he was visited
with a very sore bereavement. His two eldest boys, Donald,
aged seveilteen, and Robert, aged fourteen, were drowned while
fishing on the loch in front of the manse. The broken-hearted
parent joined with the patriarch in those words of resignation:
" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away j blessed be the
name of the Lord." It is recorded that when one of his elders
called and offered his condolences in the words: "This is very hard
for flesh and blood, Mr. Finlayson." ." Yes," came the reply from
the grief-stricken father, "it is hard for grace itself.'" On one
occasion he was overheard near the spot where his boys had
been drowned, saying :-" Since thou hast deprived me of my twasons, make up to me my loss by giving me more love to thine
own Son."
In 1856, he was called to Helmsdale, and accepted the call.
But highly esteemed and loved as a servant of Christ though he'
was at Helmsdale, it was nothing compared to the deep affection
manifested tov:ards him in Lochs. The day he left Lochs was a
day of sadness and mGurning. . Mr. Finlayson's ministerial activity
at Heimsdale was of short duration." His last sermon was preached
during a Communion season at Dunbeath from the text :-" Let
us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him j for the marriage
of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready"
(Rev. xix. 7), and three weeks thereafter he was seized with the
illness from which he died on 23rd June, r861. Thus there
passed to his "everlasting rest an honoured servant of Christ, and
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it was a fitting close to his ministerial work that he should have
been engaged in d)recting the thoughts o( his hearers to' that
goodly banquet of everlasting joy prepared for all his faithful
servants.
Mr. Finlayson's characteristics as a preacher have been very
happily described by the Rev. DUfican MacGregor. "Mr.
Finlayson," he says, "was a perfect master of allegory. Vie used'
to call him the John Bunyan of the Highlands. And, hence, his
preaching, while retaining a spice of the quaintness of Dr. Kidd,
under whose ministry he sat as a student in Aberdeen, more
closely resembled that of Mr. Porteous, of Kilmuir Easter, and of
Mr. Lachl:m MacKenzie, of Lochcarroll. He spoke in parables;
he preached to the whole man, for parables are the people's
speech--they are the language of nature. He studied the word
and works of God, and drew aids from earth and sea and sky to
unveil the glories ~f Christ crucified. To him all .nature was
vocal with God, and all her phenomena waiting as handmaids to
be enlisted in tne Mastt:r's service. His fertile fancy, sometimes
by a parable, sometimes by an analogy from everyday life, cast a
clearness even on the deeper doctrines, and set them forth with
dramatic vividness. His church at Lochs for five-and-twenty
years was an 'Interpreter's house,' frequented by pilgrim. to the
Celestial City, where every room was hung round with typical
figures and subjects, whose very flOCH was inlaid with mystic
emblems, and each figure and emblem a key to some intricate
spiritual truth, and where many a pilgrim was braced by what he
heard and saw for climbing the Hili Difficulty and encountering
the other perils of the journey. This faculty predisposed him to
the exposition of the typqlogy of the Old Testament, surely the
most profitable of all forms of exposition. None excelled him in
explaining the New Testament truth by the Old Testament type.
And, though, occasionally, he was a little Cocceian in his typical
expositions-in his exposition of the typical character of J onah,
for example-and though his lively fancy mayhap soared into a
region where his hearers could not follow without risk of giddiness,
the themes were ineffaceably dented in their memories. Hence
hundreds of his sayings are quoted daily. The same instinct led
him to study Jesus' parables profoundly. He was better fitted to
preach on- the parable of the good Samaritan than on the ninth
chapter of Romans. His ripest thoughts on the types of the Old
Testament and the parables. of .the New, like rich old wine, were
often a -cordial to heavy hearts. When listening to him we often
thought of Job's saying :-' U nta me men gav~ ~ar, and waited,
and kept silence at my counsel. After my words they spake not
again; and my speech dropped upon them. And they waited for
me as for the rain; and they opened their mouth wide as for the
latter rain' (Job xxix. 21, 23). And how concisely wascit done.
Preaching on John xiii. l4-the duty of disciples to wash one
another's feet-he observed :-' One way in which disciples wash
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one another's feet is by reproving one another. But the reproof
must not be couched in angry words, so as t9 destroy the effect j
nor in- tame, so as to fail of effect. Just!lS iD washing a brother's
feet, you must not use boiling water to scald, nor frozen water to
freeze them.' They said of Charles of Bala, that it was a good
,sermon to see him: To see Mr. Finlayson, as Isaac-like he
went out to- meditate in his liltle garden at Lochs at the eventide,
to see him wending akmg in his gig so deep in reverie that,
when a fellow-traveller once asked him, 'Where are we now?' his
reply was, 'Aye, aye: wherever you are, I am between Genesis
and Revelation '-was no bld sermon either. His appearance as
he preached his action sermon in r850 on tbe parable of the two
foundations, as he preached his action sermon in r852 on the two
disciples going to Emmaus, and in r853 on the brazen serpenr, is
vividly before us at this moment. The tall, portly figure, so full
of loving simplicity, the brown hair and fair complexion, indicating
the Scandinavian blood in the population of his native Caithnessshire, the large features, which, judging Jrom the portraits, must
have closely resembled those of the celebrated Professor J ardiIJe
of Glasgow-the meek eyes, that, soon as he kindled, became
suffused with tenderness j -the sonorous voice, deep at first, as if it
almost came out of the ground, but which rose by-and-by to tones
of silvery sweetness j the smiles of joy which after played on his
features, like sunshine on the deep sea j the word_s he ultered, and
the vast audience on the hillside-the whole i3 daguerrotyped in
our memOiY. Never did we feel the power of personal holiness
in reinforcing the truth spoken from the pulpit more than when
hearing him."
Mr. MacPherson, in his biographical sketch, has given a
number of notes from his sermons illustrative of :'vIr. Finlayson's
allegorical style. One of these--Zeal and Knowledge-may be
given as indicative of how truth could be presented in a pleasing
and arresting form. "On a certain day," said the preacher, "Zeal
said to Knowledge, 'I will go with Christ to-day,' and, on His
speaking about His death, Zeal said: 'Be it far from thee, Lord j
this shall not be unto thee.' But Christ, turning to Zeal, said,
'Get thee behind me, Satan, thou art an offence unto me.' And
Zeal wenl hO,me with bent head. 'What has happened?' asked
Knowledge. Much, indeed,' said Zeal. '"1 went so far astray that
Christ called me Satan~' On another day after this Christ was
going out, and Knowledge said to Zeal, 'This is my day j you
went out the last time.' -'You will not be able to do so well as I,'
protested Zeal. 'I will require to go out myself, to-day.' So Zeal
went forth with Christ, and when Christ said, 'You will be all
offended in me this night,' Zeal answered, 'Alihough all will be
offended, yet will not I.' To which Christ replied, 'Verily I say
"Unto thee that this day, even in this night, before the cock shall
crow twice, that thou shalt deny me thrice.' Zeal came home
weeping. 'What has happened now"?' asked Knowledge. 'Woe
I

Account of Mission to :lVaval lI1en in England

245

is me,' said Zeal, 'I am demented. The Lord solemnly affirmed
that I would. deny Him.' On a third occasion, Zeal'said, 'I will
go fort·h with Christ again.' 'No,' said Knowledge, 'this is my
day.' But Zeal would not listen. Off it set, not simply running,
but leaping, and followed the Lord into the Garden of
Gethsemans:, and when His enemies put their hand on Christ,
Zeal stretched forth the hand and drew the. sword, and cut off
the ear of the high priest's servant. It went into the hall of the
high priest, and, on being charged with being with Christ: 'I
know not, neither understand I what thou sayest,' said ZeaL And
.after denying him twice, and the third time with cursing and
swearing, Christ turned and looked at Zeal, and Zeal came home,
weeping bitterly. 'What has happened?' asked Knowledge.
'I hav.e done it at last! I have' done it at last!' said Zeal,
shedding' bitter tears. 'I have denied my Lord three times,
and the last time with cursing and swearing.' 'What will you
do now,' said Knowledge. ' I will make an agreement with you,
and promise that I will not go out again without you.' The
agreement was kept, and when Zeal went forth again,' Knowledge
was with it. A great sermon was preached on the day of
Pentecost, and, for every time Zeal denied' its Lord, a thousand
souls were added to the Church."
Specimens of Mr. Finlayson's sermons are given in Mr.
MacPherson's S.lzor! -Sketch, but one cannot get an idea from these
notes-for, after al1,' they are only notes-what Mr.Finlayson was
as a preacher. His method of presenting divine truth was original,
attractive and arresting, and one hears striking notes rrom his
sermons often quoted, even to this day.

Bccount of rtDission to 1Ra"al men
in J8nglan".
By THE REV. D. M. MACDONALD, NORTH UrST.
DEAR MR. EDIToR,-The details of the reports cOricerning _our
,Na'val Mission are now almost invariably of a similar nature, and
as I have no new information to give, I need not dwell on the
details of my last visit to the naval ports at any length. I gave
nine Sabbaths to the work, and, on the whole, enjoyed the services.
Part of my time was devoted to hospital visitation, and in the
course of my visits, I found both naval and mllitary patients
bearing their sufferings with fortitude and cheerfulness. May the
Divine Physician heal them in body and soul"!
I am indebted to Messrs. Angus Fr,aser and Kenneth 1\.fathieson
for taking my place ori different oC,casions in Chatham and Portsmouth. In passing, I may say that there is no official objection
to la'ymen conducting services among our sailors.'
There are not a few among our naval men, who manifest 'that
they are true followers of the Lord Jesus, and it has been a real
pleasure to meet such.
.
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The long night oC war appears now to be drawing to a dose,
and we should not slacken our efforts as a Church for the
spiritual well-being of our brave 'defenders on sea and land, but
should continue our services with renewed energy until demobilisation is over. It is during this period that the men will have to
face their grea.test -temptations, and a faithful present~tion of the
Gospel may, with God's blessing, be the means of preserving
them from the moral and spiritual eV,ils that abound everywhere.
In conclusion, I would seek to acknowledge the goodness of the
Lord in preserving me from all dangers during my stay in England.
A most determined air-raid took place in London a few days after
I arrived in the city, resulting in considerable material damage
and heavy casualties; but, fortunately, no bombs were dropped in
-the locality where I resided.• JVlay the Lord bless our soldiers
and sailors with all spiritual blessings in Christ JeSliS! .
As on former occasions, I conducted the week-night services in
{JU! London Mission while there.
Notwithstanding adverse circumstances arising from the War, it is maintaining its position,
and should be a centre of attraction to Highlanders in the
Metropolis, who value sound doctrine and a scriptural mode of
worship.

<rommunion {table Rbbre6Seft.
By

THE LATE REV. PROFESSOR JOHN DUNCAN, LL.D.,
EDINBURGH.

*

No. I.
(Address before Distribution of Elements.)
HREE years had now elapsed from the time when Jesus, who
had grown up before J ehovah as a tender plant and a root
{Jut of a dry ground, had been manifested to Israel, and solemnly
recognised at His baptism by a voice from heaven-I< This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him." During
these three years, years the most eventful that ever occurred in
the history of this world, or in the history of all worlds, many
~lorious and gracious words had fallen from the lips of Jesus,
many glorious and gracious works had been performed by Him.
Before the Gospel was preached even, a few beheld His glory,
those whom He had chosen to be witnesses of all He spake and
"did, and also of His death and resurrection.
TABLE SERVICE

T

* By the kindness of a relative of the late worthy Miss Robertson, who
was housekeeper to Rev. Dr. Duncan, we have obtained the use of MSS.,
containing Addresses and Sermons, taken down by Miss Robertson from Dr.
Duncan's lips, and hitherto unpublished. We are confident that our spiritual
'readers will peruse these valuable Communion Addresses, etc., with much,
interest and appreciation, and also, by the divine blessing, with much spiritual'
-edification. We feel gratefUl to God for the privilege of being instrumental in
publishing for the first time these Spirit-taught utterances of His eminent
:servant, Joh~ Duncan, who "being dead; yet speaketh. "-En.
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- And now the time came, when they commemorated the deliverance fro'm the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; that
deliverance which was followed by the legislation and the covenant
which God made with Israel in Horeb. But God had said,
"Behold, the days come, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel, not according to the covenant that I made
with their fatbers in the day when I took them by the hand to
lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not
in my covenant, and I regarded them not. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, I
will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts;
and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people.
And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man
his brother, saying' Know the Lord;' for all shall know me from
the least to the greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I, remember
no more." Now, the first covenant was not ratified without
blood; but the new covenant had to be ratified with better
sacrifices than these. Jesus is' Himself the Mediator of the new
testament.
And now at the expiry of the public ministry of our Lord, Jesus
was calling His disciples to commence a new ordinance, the
solemn commemoration of the sacrifice by which the new covenant
is sealed. He said, taking bread, "This is my body which is
broken for you, eat ye all of it," and, taking the cup, "This cup
is the new testament in my blood, shed for many for the remission
of sins." Oh, what words! Oh, what a scene! Who is He that
presides? Who are they that sit at meat? What are the viands?
At what cost is this feast prepared? What will be the conse,
quences of it to Him? What the consequences to them?
Who is He that presides? It is Jehovah, Israel's own God,
come as the messenger of the covenant, who here presides.. It is
J ehovah. It is the Son of the living God, the Word that "in the
beginning was with God, and was God," and it is the Word made
flesh. It is the only begotten Son of the Father, the brightness of
the Father's glory and the express image of His person, who is in
the Father and the Father in Him; who, because the children
-were partakers of flesh and blood also Himself likewise took part
of the same-very God and very man~the Son of -God, and the
Son of man; who is not ashamed to call us brethren. At this
table He presides.
And who are they that sit there? "This man receiveth sinners
and eateth with them." They are inde.ed the holy apostles of
the Lord-but sinners. "Shed for many for the remission of
sins, drink ye all of it." He, knowing them to be such, eats with
sinners the bread of heaven; not with holy angels, but sinners
He calls to eat; yes, sinners. Ah! how does He appear at that
table, when we think that He receives sinners, and eats with
them! .But they were sinners of whom He spake to the Father.
J
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'! They have known that I came out from thee and they have
believed that thou didst send me." "I have given unto them
the words which thou gavest me, and they have received them."
Perhaps their faith at this time was going no further than the
kno\vledge of His person, and the knowledge that He had the
words of eternal life which He had brought from the Father's
bosom. And now He gives them more deeply than ever before
the words of eternal life. " This is my body broken for you, this
is my blood shed." This Man gives them His flesh to eat-" my
body"-the body and blood of the eternal Son of God, body and
soul. Jesus had given them both His body and mind and soul
before; they had heard Him; they had conversed with Him; they
had listened to His .words; they had received them as the words
of eternal life; they had received Him as the Messiah, the Son of
God, the King of Israel. N OIY it is not merely Christ, but a
broken and bruised Christ. He gives them His body and' blood,
His body broken and His blood shed. Ah! we may learn a
lesson of what God is as a just and holy God, and of what I've are
as guilty sinners, deserving to be eternally bruised, covered with
shame, under God's curse. And what a lesson of the Father's
infinite love, of the Son's free love! "God so loved the world
that He ga\'e His only begotten Son." "Greater love hath no
man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.'~ " I
lay down my life." In this death His. soul was put to grief; in
this'death there was the breaking of His body and the shedding
of His blood. Ah, there is something deeply mysterious in it!
He gives them this bread to eat, this cup to drink, th~s cup of
salvation.
And what are the consequences of it to Him? From the
sacramental table we follow Him to Gethsemane. He had given
them the cup to drink. Then, in our stead, in order that He
might give the cup of salvation, He w.as to drink the cup of curse
and condemnation. Jesus had already, as it were, pledged
Hrmself. Now, not only was it sure in the purpose of Jesus, not
only was it sure in the covenant of the Father and the Son, with
the Holy Spirit's consent; not only was it sure by His incarnation
and coming into the world for this very purpose; but, as it were,
the former bond was renewed, for already He had given a cup of
salvation into the hands 'of His d.isciples, already said, "This is
my blood of the new covenant, shed for many for the remission
of sins."
Now, it is altogether impossible that this cup should pass from
Him. They have, first, the precious security; He has pledged
Himself to these eleven men, pledged Himself by that cup of
salvation. And now let us see how strict divine justice is. He
leaves the three chosen disciples behind to watch and pray. He
advances a few steps before them, and there falls prostrate on
His face, His sweat, like great drops of blood, falling down to the
ground; and He cries, "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pas&
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from me." Three times over He prays the same words, yet
saying, "Not my will, but thine be done." Yes, He knew what
was in the cup, and His holy humanity shrank from it with a holy·
dread. But He had engaged-He had put into their hands the
cup of salvation-and it was not possible that this cup should
pass from Him, and His promise to them be fulfilled. He is now
alone in Gethsemane, and there are no mockers here, no high
priests, no Scribes and Pharisees, no cross-He is alone with the
Father, and there He· takes the cup. In one sense, in covenant
engagements from eternity, and actually at His incarnation, it was
taken; but now, more specially, the imputation of guilt is brought
home, all that divine justice required Him to take out of the
hands into which He has put the cup of salvation. And from
Gethsemane to Calvary, where He is crucified in weakness. It is
said an angel appeared, stren~thening Him, strengthening the
Mighty One, and SQ He is crucified in weakness. The Almighty!
but it is in weakness that He is crucified, it is in weakness that
He cries, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" And
such is the cup in which, 0 blessed be God! He did not leave
one bitter drop for us, but drank it to the dregs; and, instead, He
puts into our hands the cup of salvation. But oh, with this cup
of salvation there is ever the acknowledgment that Christ got that
cup of wrath which was ours, that we might have this cup; and
there is bitterness mixed with its sweetness when we look upon
Him whom we have pierced, and are in bitterness for Him~ as
one that is in bitterness for his first-born.
" On that night in which our Lord was betrayed."

(Address after Distribution of Elements.)
Now "unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in
his own blood and hath made us kings and priests unto God and
his Father-to him be glory and dominion throughout all ages,
world without end. Amen."
,
After supper is ended comes the garden, Gethsemane's garden.
And from it comes a lesson, a lesson which is best learned just in
Gethsemane itself, where its strongest motives are, "Watch and
pray, that ye enter not into temptation."
Jesus, when about' to enter this garden, took three of the
disciples with Him, Peter and James and John. He told them
before He took a few steps forward from them, "My soul is
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death," and wanted them to watch
till He came. And all the three fell asleep. We are not to be
harder on them than Jesus Himself was concerning this. He
said, ." The spirit indeed is willing, but.the flesh is weak."
. It pleased the Lord to bruise Him, to put Him to grief; and
the very atmosphere perhaps, with the excessive sorrow after
great joy and long watching, overcame them. They had not
forsaken Him, as they did afterwards; but still they were not
awake. He sought comforters; He sought them to watch and
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pray; but they did not. Oh what reliance shall we put on the
intercession of the saints, when Peter, and James and John fall
.asleep, while our Lord goes alone to bear our burden and drink
our cup? Not the'zeal of Peter, not the integrity of James, and
not the bright, burning, pure love of John, can keep them awake.
"Watch alld pray, that ye enter not into temptation':' Temptation will come after the supper-it came to Judas, and it came to
Peter-and we are called to watch and pray that we enter not
into temptati.on ..
To watch-" Watch with me "-let us watch in Gethsemane,
let us watch with Christ. And to pray, let us learn to pray from
Him-to pray; then to pray' as in an agony, a prayer that
terminates with this, "Thy will be done." He has taught us to
say, "Thy will be done," and the s'lying of it will not cost thee
so much as it cost Him. .
"Ye do shew the Lord's death until he come." " I will make
Thy name to be remembered in all generations," and this day,
hearing His word, and sitting at the table, we are witnessing the
fidelity of God to Christ in this promise.
"TiB. I .come.': Then this cup shall be .drunk new in the
Father's kingdom at the marriage feast of the Lamb, when there
shall be the realising of these words, "The Lam b shall feed them,
and spall lead them unto living fountains of waters."
We are reminded very solemnly this day how short our time is,
how the day is far spent. The night is not far off in the course
of nature to some of us-and none of us know how near it is.
"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord;" and how shall
we die in the Lord? Paul says, "To me to live is Christ, and to
die is gain." "Present in the body, absent from the Lord,
wherefore we labour that, whether present or absent, we may be
accepted of him." Meanwhile, He hath said, "Lo, I am with
you alway, even to the end of the world."
Go from the table of the Lord, and may. He be with you
according to His faithful word.

~be late IDrs. IDacIaggatt, (!besle\?, ~ntario.
UR congregation at Chesley has been called upon to part
with a "mpther in Israel." On Monday, 1st April, Mrs.
J ane Maclaggan was sittin/!; in her room reading the Bible.
The summons came; she bowed her head upon the Word, and
so departed. Thus. was she found by her daughter, Mrs. Gray,
with whom she lived, when she went to call her to her mid-day
meal. And as her head thus pillowed in the sleep of death upon
her open Bible, so had she borne abundant evidence that upon
the Word of God's testimony her. soul rested for eternity.
She was one of those who profit by the .example and
instructions of godly parents. Her father, who, attaining a ripe
old age, predeceased her by almost a score of years, was an earnest
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lover of the good old way, and walked in it. She was a devout
.and- diligent student of the Word, and followed on to know the
Lord. She did; therefore, cleave to the path of heavenly wisdom,
firmly convinced of the sufficiency as of the inerrancy of the
Word. She was a woman of sound judgment, and of no mean
capacity. So she did not belong to that large body of professors
.against whom the Lord brings the charge: "Their fear toward me
is taught by the precept of men." To her the Word of the Lord
was a precious treasure. Anyone acquainted with her, by visiting
her in her home, could see that it belonged to her to say, " It is
my study all the day." She was not ready to lay bare the exercises
of her soul under the providence or Word of God.
. Her social qualities are not here to be emphasised or to be
enlarged upon. The affectionate regard for her manifested by
such as were well acquainted with her, and especially in her family
-circle, bears best testimony here. Yet her earnest concern for
sound gospel teaching in the community told of how much she
had at heart the highest interests of her fellow-citizens. She
valued truth for hers€M, for her family, and for her fellowman. For
this she stood with quiet but persistent firmness. Alas! that so
few to-day perceive the value of truth-truth in doctrine, truth in
practice, and truth in the inward parts. These are the salt of the
earth. They are to be loved. Their memory is to be cherished.
Our congregation has sustained a loss indeed. We all feel it as
a personal loss. Yet let us not forget whose is the banner and
the cause, then we'il seek,unto J ehovah who builds up Jerusalem, .
and we'll not grudge the witness of fourscore years her entrance
.into rest. To all her family circle, and especially to .her daughter,Mrs. Gray, we extend sympathy sincere and warm.
W. M.

:fJ3rief IDeNtation9.
Bv THE LATE REV. D. MACBEATH OF NESS, LEWIS.
HEN God is pleased to call persons to offices of peculiar
importance, we generally find that He trains them up and
.qualifies them for the arduous undertaking. Thus Joshua was
brought up under the immediate .eye and tuition of Moses, his
illustrious predecessor, and was particularly endowed by God with
all that grace, wisdom, and courage which were most eminently
,called into exercise in the future discharge of his honol,lrable
employ. It was Joshua who, as General of the Army of Israel,
fought with and conquered Amalek, while the hands of Moses
were lifted up in earnest supplication for him, and to him was the
peculiar honour granted of going up with Moses into the Mount
of God.. It was Joshua who was. sent with the other messengers
to bring a faithful report of the land of promise. He apd Caleb
were _firm' in giving a correct account, for which reason they only
·of the twelve were honoured with an entrance into it. 0 may the
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Lord enable me to strive to enter into that rest which remaineth
for the people of God.
\yhy have I mistaken this thorny wilderness for a garden of
flowers, this place of danger for a palace of delight, and this
howling desert for an enchanting grove? If the world has joys,
it has none for me. Mine must be pure and spiritual. If the
creature affords pleasures, they cannot suit my soul. Its honey
is mixed with gall, its sweet with wormwood, its wine with water,
its gold with dross, and all its yields with poison. The pleasures
I should seek are such as my soul may feed on without danger,
feast on without surfeiting, and rejoice in without sin. Again, why
do I expect comfort in this world? Can I hope or even desire to
go through the valley of tears always singing, or to dwell in the
house of mourning laughing? Would I fare better than my
best Friend? While here He was a man of sorrows, and shall I
not taste the briny cup? He wa,s acquainted with grief, and shall
I be a stranger to it? Would I be kindly entertained in that very
place where He had nowhere to lay His head? Would I fare like
the kings of the earth, when the King of kings fared not so well
as the fowls of heaven, or the foxes of tht jield? Should not 'the
folly of the 'world teach me wisdom?, They provide for time, and
shall I not provide for eternity? But ho)V shall I secure endless
felicity, and know my interest in unchangeable love? Well, then,
may not I, in the language of faith, enter into a firm belief
of eternal bliss, and, without delusion, fortify myself against the
attacks of sin, and sallies of un belief? Is not Christ come to
seek, and save the lost, and am I not among the number, and
willing to be sought and saved? Is not the call to all the sons
of men?
Foxes of the jield.- Would I go another way to glory than the
saints ever trod? Would I go through one heaven to another,
when it is "through much tribulation" I must enter into the
kingdom? Can the children of tne bridechamber be glad when
the bridegroom is nCl>t with them? Can I be easy, can I be quiet
among the enemies of my Lord the King where the general voice
is, "Shall this' man reign over us? We will not have Him for
our King; we will not take Him for our Saviour." Oh that my
head were waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears that I' might
weep day and night for the sins of my fellow-creatures, for the
slain of' my fellow-sinners. Let sorrow seize on my heart and
grief fix her iron talons there; it is all I can do for- the honour
of my Lord.
SELF will bid some men confess themselves sinners, that they
may be-considered as saints. To take them at their word would
mortify and displease them.-Serle.
WHAT need a child fear though the whole house be full of
rods, seeing not one of them can move without the father's
hand ?-Dodd.

DialY of the Rev, James Calder, Croy.

JDiar~

253

of tbe 1Re". 3ames (taI"er,

MINISTER OF CROY, INVERNESS-SHIRE.

BORN, 1712; DIED, 1775.

Edited from the Griginal MSS., with Illustrative Notes,
By THE LATE REV. WM. TAYLOR, M.A., STIRLING.
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"Friday, January 25th <q65).-My alarming bodily ailment
again recurred.
" Wednesday, February 6th.-Some time set apart this day to'
set heart and house in order, as I know not how soon I may be
called hence: the Lord's time is the best. As to the first, the
heart, alas! how ill is it to set in order, and to keep in order.
Mine is a wretched heart with a witness; but it pleased the Lord
to afford some pleasant blinks: blessed be His name for ever!
But oh! I need more and more, and more still.
As tQ
the last, the house, did nothing but renew my latter will in a few
minutes. My part of the world is very small, but it is enough.
Blessed be His name, I never wanted for anything, though I
deserve nothing. In all my straits, Jehovah-Jireh sent seasonable
supplies, often from unexpected sources, and by ways and means
that filled me with wonder ~nd praise. I have avoided all
extravagance and unnecessary. expense as to table, dress, etc.,
etc.; yet, in order to do justice to my children in their education,
was obliged to borrow several sums of money, to the extent of
£100 stg. and odds, which I could not with a good conscience
have taken in loan had I not funds more than sufficient to do fun
justice to all my creditors; and in order to do them justice, I
have demanded £100 stg. of the money I have in K--k's
hands, which he promised to give me soon. This will save my
credit; and blessed be the Lord, such is my confidence in His
,. favour, His love, His covenant, and providence, that I have no
incumbrance, no disturbance-no, not so much as one uneasy
,thought about the affairs of this puny passing world; nor ever
had since that blessed day in which I got a view of Christ, the
hl;ir of all things, as my husband, and of God in Christ, as my
God and Father, and the lot of my inheritance. Since that happy
era to my soul, I've often sung-and were it not for my cursed
unbelief and folly, I would have daily sung-with the psalmist,
'The Lord is- my 'shepherd, I shall not want.' 'The Lord is the
portion of mine inheritance and of my cup; thou maintainest my
lot: the lines are fallen to me in pleasant places; yea I have a
goodly heritage.' Amen!
"Sabbath Eve, Ioth.-About one or two o'clock this Sabbath
morning I was seized with the same alarming stitch or pain in my
right side which, had brought me very low six or seven years agone,
and which is judged to be an inflammation of the liver. My pain
and distress was so g,reat that I had little or no hope of being
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able in any case to preach-yea, had some ground to think that
I should never more go up to the house of God on earth, and was
looking up for the Lord's most gracious presence to conduct me
through the darkness and conflicts of the ~a~t scene while passing
through the valley of the shadow of death; yet desiring with.
submission, if it was His will, to do some few things for Him
before my departure. In the morning I attempted to rise anci
dress for the public. For an hour after I got up the pain
continued, and then began to abate gradually till the last bell
rang, when I had strength to go te the pulpit to preach an hour
in Erse (Gaelic), and half an hour in English, with great ease,
liberty, and delight; and I left my pains there, and was easy since. Glory, glory and praise to my Physician! Amen.
"Thursday Morning, 2Ist.-This day, if the Lord will, I mean
to be retired, for f-g, h-n, and p-r: my cal1s to this many and
great-my -M-r, my p-h, my f-y, and afflicted f-s %:"-and
particularly the case of my soul-that I may attain, through grace,
to the true and happy posture and way of living to purpose, and
dying with peace-of bringing forth abundant fruit on earth, and,
through the boundless merits of Christ, of finding an abundant
entrance to heaven. After al1 the pains the Lord has been -at
with me, alas! what a novice-what a child am I as yet in religion
-what a drone in the service-what a snail in the ways of God.
o for -clearer views, deeper impressions-o-a more vital, sacred,
transforming sense of the things of God and Christ, and religion
and eternity, than ever I had! For these ends pour out this day
a'bundantly of Thy blessed promised Spirit on this poor, dark,
dead, dry, parched, slumbering, languishing soul of mine, for the
sake of the great, the adorable God-man, Thy only-begotten Son
in our nature! Amen.
"Nine o'clock at Eve.-Blessed for ever be the Lord for His
most gracious vouchsafements this day to my poor indigent soul.
T~e comfort and establishment He afforded me lJy His Word and
Spirit this day I would not barter for all the treasures and
pleasures and glories of the whole world-the particulars of whicq ,
I can't write down here. 0 may they be engraven indelibly on
the table of my heart! Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27 was wonderfully
unfolded and greatly blessed to me. Next to the Lord's blessed
days, these days of retirement and prayer, etc., have been "by far
the happiest of my poor life-which made me often recommend
such exercises to
[blank in MS.] Glory be to His
name! Amen.
"il1onday, 25th.-Sweet conference this morning with a pious
* We leave these initials and finals as in the MS. in order to illustrate the
delicacy of the man, and his dread of display even before the eyes of his
children, whom he expected to read his diary after his death. The passage,
with the words filled up, reads, " I mean to be retired, for fasting, humiliation,
and prayer: my calls to this many and great-my Mother [the Church], my
parish, my family, and afflicted friends," etc.
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friend. The subjects of our conversation were-Christ, immortality,
and our pious depart~d friends now.in glory.
"March Ioth.-After sermon, was called to speak to a young
person of this parish, lately awakened to a sense of sin, and still
under a law work. Lord Jesus, keep Thy strong and tender hand
about thi~ poor young creature who is asking tbe way to Zion.
'Thou wilt not break the· bruised reed, nor quench the smoking
flax.' Amen!
", Tuesday, Izth.-A diet of examination at G--y: one of the
most delightful I ever hdd.
My dear flock seem to
attend these diets with growing seriousness, attention, and delight.
For my part I find this branch of my office·-that of catechizing
my people-growing more and more pleasant and delightful in
every revolving year; so that I now long every year for the return
of the time and season of catechizing. Though it is a cold and
tempestuous season· of the year, and though the roads are
exceeding bad in the winter season, and though I am turned old
and feeble and gray-headed, yet the exalted pleasure I find in this
exercise, and the comfort and edification it imparts to the Lord's
flock, make me quite insensible of the coldness of the season, the
badness of the roads, and the toil of travelling and of speaking for
three or four hours on these most sacred and delightful subjects.
And no thanks to poor worthless me for all this alacrity; since I
find usually a sweet powerful gale of divine influences breathing
along with the sacred and important truths I am handling and
opening to my people; and since I often discern the same sacred
gale diffusin~ itself over, all the auditory. In short, the new
beauties and glories, and treasures, and pleasures I find every year
in this sacred magazine of our excellent Catechi'sm* will make the
business of catechizing ever dear and sacred and delightful to me,
while it shall please the Lord to afford me any measure of health
and strength to set about it. And if it shall please the Lord God
of my fathers and my God to honour any of my dear boys so far
as to place them in the sacred office of the ministry, and if they
shall happen to glance over these little memorandums of their
father, because they are his, let me earnestly advise them to
observe a diligent and regular course of catechizing those who
may be under their charge.
."Thursday, 14th.-A diet of examination at C--, where I
had the pleasure to.meet with a number of very young creatures
-boys and girls of five, six, and seven years old-carefully
instructed and considerably advanced in the knowledge of ti1~
principles of our holy religion. t
* The Shorter Catechism, so generally used in Scotland.

t District" Examinations" or "Catechizings" in the Northern Highlands
used to embrace all non-communicants, old as well as young; the communicants also beiug generally present. Sabbath-schools did not exist in those
days; but the entry above given shows how far the religious training of the
young was from being neglected.
'
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"Friday, 22nd.-Was called to speak to one of ~y people
who had a desire to attend our monthly meetings for Christian
conference. Had some difficulty to admit the person so soon, as
not being, so far as I could understand, thoroughly aw.akened to
a sense of sin and the great things of God and another world.
Yet far from discouraging the £lost faint essays in the ways of
religion, spent a full hour in tendering to this beginner the best
instructions, directions, exhortations, and encouragements I could
think of. May the Lord follow them with His effectual blessing!
(To be continued.)
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"Uimesin bu mhiann leinn teachd do 'ur n-ionnsuidh (eadhon leamsa Poll,
uair no dha: ach bhac Satan sinn."-r TESA. ii. r8.

,

so na ni duilich ri chreidsinn leis an / t-saoghal, gur
T HAurrainn
do shatan leanabh Dhe a cheangal eadar lamhan
agus chosan, agus a bhacadh '0 dhol a dh'ionnsuidh an aite do'm
bu mhiann leis a dhol, no gu aoradh Dhe; gidheadh chi sibh ann
an so gu'n do bhac e ·an t-Abstol do'm b'aithne toil De; agus
uime sin, am b'aill leat fhios fhaotainn air a so, 'nuair a bheir Dia
dhuit gairm, agus dorus fosgailte gus an ni 'sin a dheanamh a
dh'aithn Dia dhuit, is e Satan a tha 'bacadh; agus mar a bhacas
e thu 0 na mhaith a dheanamh, mar sin mealla.idh e thu gus an
ole a dheanamh, mar a mheall. e Daibhidh gus an t-sluagh
'aireamh; mar sin tha e ar-aon a' bacadh a mhaith bu choir a
dheanarnh, agus 'gad' bhrosnachadh gus an ole a dheanamh nach
bu choir a dheanamh. Air an aobhar sin cuimhnich nach 'eil an
lamh, an teangaidh, an cridhe, gu brath air am bacadh 0 mhaith
a .dheanamh, no air am mealladh gu ole a' dheanamh, ach leis an
t-satan. Eu choir dhuibh smuaineachadh air a so ma ta, nach e
mhain gu bheil agaibh ri gleachd ri fuil agus feoil, ach ann an
aghaidh uachdranachdaibh agus cumhachdaibh, agus ann an
aghaidh riaghlairibh an' t·saoghail so, prionnsa dorchadais an
t-saoghail so, agus 'an aghaidh aingidheachd spioradail ann
an ionadaibh ard, uime sin tha feum agaibh air uile armachd
Dhe a ghlacadh do'r n-ionnsuidh, a chum's gu'm bi sibh comasach
air cuir 'na aghaidh 'san droch la. Ach, mo thuaighe! Dh'fhalbh
so leis a mhoir-chuid do dhaoine agus do rnhnathaibh anI) ar la,
oir tha iad a' toirt aite do'n diabhul do'm fiosrachadh agus gu
toileach. Mar a bhac e'n t-Abstol a theachd a dh'ionnsuidh na'n
Tesalonianach, mar sin, air an tom has creidimh a tha agad air
lathair, is esan a tha toirt ort nacb'eil thu a' fas 0 chreideamh gu
creideamh, agus 'nuair a gheibh t-aignidhean mi-riaghailteach
lamh an uachdar ort; is esan a tha 'ga dheanamh: uime sin achum am buaireadh so a sheachnadh, bu choir duibh aidmheil
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bour creidimh a chumail do gnath daighean a dh'ionnsuidh na
criche; agus air an aobhar ·sin tha Peadar ag radh, "Tha'n
diabhul ar n-eas-cairid a' dol mu'n cuairt mar leomban beucath
a' sireadh co a dh'fheudas e a mhealladh; cuiribhse-na aghaidh,
air dhuibh a bhi seasmhach 'sa chreidhimh." Mar an ceudna,
Seumas i. 5, Tha e ag radh, "Ma tha aon neach agaibh a
dh'uireasbhuidh gliocas, iarradh e 0 Dhia e, a bheir do gach
neach gu pailt, agus nach dean maoidheamh; agus bheirear dha
e.' Ach iarradh e le creideamh, gun bhi fuidh amharus sam
bith; oil' an tl a ta Juidh amharus, is cosmhail e ri tonn na fairge
a a sheidar le gaoith, agus a tha air a luasgadb a null agus a nail.
Oil' na saoileadh an duine sin' gu'm faigh e ul air bith o'n
Tighearn." 'Se so a cheud ni.
2. Cum an greim 'nuair a gheibh thu e, agus cuimhnich, nach
ann 0 naduir a tha each 0 ghras;, oil' cha d'araich e riamh ann
do chridhe, agus ma dhuisgeas Dia do choguis, agus gu'm
mothaich 's gu'm faic thu uamhas a chorruich, an sin ma ta
feudaidh tu a radh is tiodhlac 0 Dhia a bhi creidsinn. Air an
aobhar sin na creachadh e gu brath thu dheth do cbreideainh,
ach bi thus laidir ~gus neo-ghluasadach, agus bunaiteach anns a
<:hreidimh; o,ir tha fios aige, 'nuail' a tha do chreideamh air falbh,
gu'm bheil do ghradh air falbh mar an ceudna; "oil' bithidh am
firean bea tre chreidimh." Bi air t-fhaicill 0 na bhuaireadh eile so
mar an ceudna, 'nuair a gheibh thu creidimh agus cornhfhurtachd
anns an fhuil sin, an sin feu ch nach tuit tou ad' chodul, agus gu'm
fas thu mi-churamach an deigh sin, mar a rinn an Eaglais ann an
leabhar na'n Dain, a bha na codal, ach a cridhe na dhuisg, agus
fathasd cha'n eireadh i 0 a leabaidh a dh'fhosgladh an doruis
aa, air an aobhar 'sin chaidh e air falbh. Mar sin 'se so innleachd
an diabhuil, a dh'fheuchainn am' faigh e thu ann an dusaiJ, a
chum's gu'n creach e thu dheth lathaireachd do Thighearn, agus
deth chomhfhurtachd mhoir, uime sin guidheam oirbh bithibh
air bhur Jaicill 0 mhi-chiuam 'an deigh dhuibh comfhurtachd
fhaotainn.
3. Fas 0 chreidimh gu creidimh, agus <:> neart gu neart, co fad
sa'tha thu anns a bheath so, agus do ghnath gus an taisbean thu
an lathair an Tigh~arn ann an Slon. Tha sibh a' faicinn nach
dean an aon trath bhidh an gnothach dhuibh an camhnuidh, ach
gu'm feum sibh biadh fhaotainn .gach la ma bhitheas sibh 'n'ur
slainte, eadhon mar sin, cha dean aon trath do fheail Chriosd,_
agus aon deoch do dh'fhuil, agus aon chomh-chuir de'n .a
ghealladh, cha dean so do riarachadh, ach feumaidh plast an
deigh plast a bhi air a chuir, mar a chi sibh ann an neach a tha
air a lotadh gu marbhtach, eadhon mar sin cha'n e aon chomh- chur do ghealladh na slainte a leighiseas lotan t-anam-sa, ach
feumaidh an. comh-chuir a bhi air ath-nuadhachadh gach la.
Cha'n'eil fhios agam am bheil feum aig neach air bith. agaibh air
an teagasg so, ach feumaidh mls' a bhi 'ga innseadh dhuibh do
ghnath. Anns a bhacadh so ort 0 na mhaith, feuchaidh e ma's

.
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urrainn e do chumail 0 bheachd-smuaineachadh, gach la air Dia
a tboileachadh 'sna h-uile nithe, agus aig cuid do dh'uairibh tha
e faotainn buaidh gu h-iongantach ann an so; eadhon air eloinn
iorimhuinn Dhe, oir cha'n'eil fins aig moran gu'm bheil a leithid
do dh'eigin na luidh orra, an dichioll a dheanamh gu Dia
thoileachadh 'sna h-uile nithe gach aon la, agus ma's aithne
dhaibh e, tha iad a' runachadh a dheanamh; agus ma tha iad
a' runachadh, gidheadh tha" iad gach Ut faotainn mi-mhisnichean
agus mar amlaidhean anns an t-slighe. 'Nis, do bhrigh 's gu'm
bheil moran agaibh, tha mi saoilsinn, na'm biodh sibh air hhur
cuir air· bhur leabaidh, agus cunntas a thabhairt as ur caith
beatha anns an uin a chaidh seachad; tha mi 'g Jadh, gu'm bheil
mi 'am beachd nach 'eil moran gniomhran, briathran, no smuaintean, a bheireadh dhuibh comh·fhurtachd ann 'ur beatha gu
h-iomlain, oir cha d'thoir a bheag solas ad' ionnsuidh ach a
mheud 's d'an toir do choguis fianuis gu'n d'rinn thu iad a chum
onair Dhia; uime sin tha feum agaibh uile a bhi ag ullachadh
ann an tiam, a chum a's ge b'e am a thig sibh gu c1eachdadh
meadhoinibh, no gu cuideachd sam bith, gu'm feud sibh an
comharadh so fhagail maille riu, Bithibh-se na'r fianuis an sud
agus 'an so, gu'n d'iarll mis' an Tighearn, agus gu'n d'fhuair mi
ann an so e. Ach tha eagal orm gu'm bheil moran agaibh an
uair a thig am a chunntaidh gu'n tog gach aite fianuis, nach b'e
so riamh run 'ur cridhe Dia a ghloireachadh ge b'e aite gus an
d'thainig sibh, ma 'seadh, air a .chuid a's lugha, togaidh na
h-aitean so uile fianuis 'n 'ur n-aghaidb, mu thiam air a chall
agus ,air a mhi-bhuileachadh, nach urrainn a bhi air aisig air aisa ris. Air an aobhar sin, biodh gach neach agaibh beo, mar. a
b'aill leibh bhur coguisean a bhi saor ann an lathair Dhia agus
dhuine, agus mar a b'aillleibh gach aite anns an robh sibh riamh,
fianuis a thogail gu'n d'iarr sibh an Tighearn ann an treibhdhireas
bhur cridhe..
'Nis, tha da ni mu'n robh mi a labhairt ribh; agus, a cheud
nI, Gu'n cuireadh slbh sibh fein fo armachd ann an aghaidh na'm
buairidhean so air an tairgse dbuibh leis an diabhuJ, a chum bhur
mealladh gu peac.adh a dheanamh, oir tha feum agaibh a bhi air
bhur faicill o'n nathair cbuilbheartach sin, a cbrubas a steach gu
samhach, agus a bheir lot marbhtach dhuibh mu'n toir sibh idir
an aire dhuibh fein. An urrainn do dhuine sam bith imeachd
.'san teine as-eugmhais a bhi air a losgadh? Eadhon mar sin, an
mrainn do dhuine sam bith imeachd ann an ana-miann na feola.
as-eugmhais a bhi air' ribeadh leis? 'Siad na nithe air am bu
ch6ir duibh smuaineachadh gus a pheacadh a mharbhadh, iad so:
- 'Sa cheud aite, Smuanaich air gradh siorruidh agus neochriochnaichte Dhe ann an leithid do thomhas, 's gu'm hlathaich
e do cbridh le mothachadh air; agus troimh na ghradh sin,
smuainich .'air cia mar a thaisbean se e fein', air tlIS ann do·
ghradhachadh, ann do thaghadh ann an Criosd.
2. Ann an cuir a Mhic fein gu do shaoradh le fhuil luachmhor
fein.
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3. Ann do dheanamh a'd' dhuine no a'd' bhean, do reir
iomhaigh Dhe.
4. Ann thus a ghainn, agus leigeil do cho liugha basachadh
ann an cuid peacaidhean.
.
5. Ann a t-fhireanaehadh gu saor, agus ann am maitheadh
dhuit co tric peacanna co mar; agus, anns a chrioch, smuainich
air a ghl6ir gun chrioeh sin a dh'ullaich e air do shon anns na
flaitheanas, agus a bhios air fhoillseachadh aig aon HI. Dime sin,.
am bheil thu air do bhuaireadh gu fearg, gu farmad, gu an-earbsa,
agus dearmad air na meadhoinibh, an sin euimmch air doimhne
neo-chriochnaichte gradh Dhia a'd' thimchioll, agus deanadh e do
chomh-eigneachadh gu do chumail air ais bho pheaeadh.
6. 'N uair a tha thu air do' bhuaireadh, smuainich gu'm bheil
thu do ghnath ann an lathair Dia uile leirsinneach; agus tha i na
ban-striopaeh thruail!idh a chuireas adhaltranas an gniomh ann
an sealladh a fear-posda. Mar sin ciod e a tha thus a' deanamh
'nuair a tha thu a' peacachadh?' Tha thus ann an fianuis Chriosd
t-fhear-posd do ghnath, agus tha thu air an dearbh shlighe a
dh'ionnsuidh eaithir bhreitheanais a eheartais. Gu peacachadh
'na aghaidh fa' chomhair a ghnuis, agus a 'nis anns an dearbh
shlighe 'nuair a ta am maoir 'ga d' threoireachadh a dh'ionnsuidh
na dearbh chroich, co nach abradh, gu'm bheil an duine sin na
shloightear truaillidh a ghoideas 'nuair a tha e dol a dh'ionnsuidh
na croich.
7. 'Nuair a tha thu air do bhuaireadh, smuainich airsan ris am .
bheil agad r'a dheanamh, eadhon ri Dia ceart agus geur-theann, a
dh'agair am peaeadh air a leithid do dhoigh ann a Mhac fein, 's
naeh do sguir e riamh gus an do mhtich fuil Chriosd lasraiehean
a chorruich, air 'cha do shasaich uile phiantaibh a cheartas, gus an
robh fuil a chridhe air a thilgeadh anns an teine. Mar so ma ta
seal! ciod a rinn am peacadh; thilg am peaeadh na h-ainglean
(as eugmhais a bhi air an aisig a rls) a mach a fiaitheanas; thilg
e Adamh a mach a parais no a garadh Edin gun e ft<in, no a
h-aon do shliochd, a theaehd an sin tuil!idh, bhath am peacadh
an seann saoghal, bha Sodom agus Gomorah air an losgadh le
teine agus pronase air son peacaidh; agus air son a pheacaidh
sgriosadh Ierusalem da uair; uime sin ciod am feum a ni e
dhuibh 'ur peacarlOa fholach 'an so? Cuimhnichibh air la sin
an fhoil!sichidh, 'nuair a bhitheas na h-uile ni air fhoillseachadh,
agus a bhitheas sibh uile air 'ur tabhairt lomnochd mar a thainig
sibh a broinn bhur mMhair fa' chbmhair caithir bhreitheanais
Dhia, far am feum thu cunntas a thoirt seachadh as gach focal
, diomhain a tha thu labhairt; uime sin armaiehibh sibh fein ann
/ an aghaidh an diabhuil le leithid so agus an leithid sud do
bheachd-smuaineachaibh, oir tha e innleachdach, agus bhelr e art
a chreidsinn gu'm bheil Dia trocaireach; ach an ualr gheibh e thu
ann a rib, their 'e an sin, cha'n'eil tr6cair air do shon. Air an
aobhar sin tha toillinntinn a pheacaidh air falbh, agus tha uaill
a pheacaidh air dol air falbh, ach ch;i'n'eil gath a pheacaidh co
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luath air dol seachad, air tha iomadh nithe aige gu do mhimhisneachadh ann an deanamh an nl a ta maith.
'Sa cheud aite, Their e, tha leithid do mheall truaillidheachd
an tilObh a stigh dhiot, agus gu'm bheil e do-dheanta dhuit
faotainn a dh'ionnsuidh a chaith'beath Chriosduidh so; uime
sin, gu' thu fein armachadh ~nn an aghaidh so, cuimhnich gur
e oibir an Tighearn agus gl6ir Dhia a tha thus ag iarraidh,
agus gu'm bheil e 'n urra ri ghl6ir fein nach leig e le onair a
dhol sios.
(2) Cuimhnich nach 'eil diteadh sam bith dhoibh-san a tha ann
an Criosd, nach 'eil a; gluasad a reir na feola ach do reir an
Spiorad, uime sin feudaidh tu bh; cinnteach nach cuir do
pheacaidhean gu brath bacadh ort.
'San aite fa' dheireadh, Ge nach bi ann ach toil gu seirbhis a
thabhair do Dhia, gidheadh tha e air a ghabhail leis-san; agus an
grainne is lugha do threibhdhireas a th'ann do chridhe, tha e 'ga
cheadachadh, do bhrigh 's nach e d'oibir-sa th'ann, ach oibir fein,
agus oibir a Mhic, uime sin tha e a gabhail ris, agus a ni beag a
thairgeas tu gabhaidh esan ris.
An ath ni, Do bhrigh 's gu'n toir an satan art a chuir an
teagamh, nach robh do shlighe riamh ceart; air an aobhar sin
cuimhnich gu'm bheil th1,1 a' dol air d'aghaidh co fada 's a tha thu
a' fuathachadh an ni a tha 'ga do bhacadh 'san t-slighe, agus co
fad 'sa tha thu air d'irioslachadh gach la, agus co fhada 'sa tha thu
a cuir na's mo agus na's mo do mheas air fuii Chriosd; 'an sin tha
thu do ghnath a' dol air d'aghaidh co fad 'sa tha thu ag Jhoghlum
Gur e an fhuil a mhain is urrainn do
an leasoin so.
thabhairt gu neamh, agus gur e. gras a threoiricheas tu air
d'aghaidh.
'San aite mu-dheireadh, Cuimhnich, ge' do tha do naomhachadh
neo-iomlain, gidheadh gu'm bheil d'fhireanachadh iomlain, agus
tha e deanamh so air tus a chum a ghloir fein, a chum agus mar
is mp a chi thus' do ghnath do d' laigse fein, gur. ann a's mo a
tha Dia a' soilleireachadh do d' choguis, gur e cumhachd Dhia a
dh'fheumas do thoirt air d'aghaidh; agus a thuilleadh air a so
uile, na'm faigheadh tu do naomhachadh uile aig an aon am,
shuiClheadh tu sios air; uime sin bheir an Tighearn dhuit gras as
ur gilch la, a chum agus mar sin gu'n gluais thusa suas do
thaingealachd gach aon la, agus a. chum na crkh' gu'm biodh do
chridhe air irioslachadh do ghnath, agus g}l do chumail ann an
cleachdadh na h-urnuigh, agus ann an cleachdadh a chuid eile do
na meadhoinibh. Cha b'aill leis an Tighearn na Canaanich uHe
thilgeadh a mach comhla', ach b'aill leis gu'm fanadh cuid diubb
ann an sin, d'eagal '5 gn'm biodh an tir air a lionadh le fiadhbheathaichean; agus bha so na b'fhearr air son na'n Israelich no
ge do bhiodh iad air an tilgeadh a mach aig an aon am. Mar sin
cha tilg an Tighearn a mach do chuid naimhde uile, agus do
pheacanna uile aig an aon am agus ann an ti6tadh, ach leigidb
e le cuid fantuinn annad, gu bhi na'n co-iomadh bior agus
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droighio.nn ann do thaobh, gu do gbluasad air d'aghaid a chum
Chanaan neamhaidh iarraidh, eadhon-rioghachd na flaitheanais.
Gu'n deoinicheadh Dia gu'n deanadh si bh uile a bhuannachd
so deth 'bhur buairidhean, na dearbh innilean chogaidh a
chleachdas an satan 'n-'ur n-aghaidh, gu'n ~ionndaidh sinn iad a
dh'ionnsuidh a bhroinn fein. A rIS, gu'n deoinicheadh Dia so air
'sgath a Mhic Iosa Criosd, dha-san maille ris an Athair, agus ris
an Spiorad NaoIlJh, gu'n robh gach uiJe ghJoir uaith so a mach
agus gu siorruidh. Amen.

~burcb ll~ote£;.
Communion.-Edinburgh, Hall (Riego' Street, near Tollcross), first Sabbath of December.
Acceptance of Call to Ontario, Canada.-At a meeting
of the Northern Presbytery, held at Dornoch, on Monday, 18th
No'vember, a letter was read from the Rev. William Matheson, a
member of the Northern Presbytery, intimating his intention of
accepting the call addressed to him by the Ontario Mission. The
Presbytery, according to the Synod's arrangement, accordingly
recognised him as inducted to ,his charge.
Free Presbyterian Ministers and the Free Church.It is with,much regret that we report this month that three of our
ministers, the Revs. J. R. Mackay, M.A., Inverness, Alex. Macrae,
Portree, and A. Sutherland, UIJapooJ, have severed their connection with the Free Presbyterian Church and joined the present
Free Church. They were admitted to the latter body as ministers
without charges, at a meeting of the Free Church Commission,
held at Edinburgh on the 20th November. It will be remembered
that th.ese ministers at the last meeting of Synod moved in favour
of steps being taken to confer with the Free Church with a view
to union, and that they dissented from the Synod's decision (by a
large majority, 20 to 4) that such steps should not be taken. We
deplore the fact that they have now consummated their union
efforts by a grievous act of disunion, an act, in our judgment, far
from creditable to their character 'as ministers of the gospel.
Personally, we are deeply convinced tpat the Synod took up the
right attitude on the subject of union, and we have also the satisfaction at the present time of being fully persuaded in our
conscience and heart that, whoever else has forsaken us, the Lord
Jesus, the Head of the Church, has not. He is still" the glory!'
in the midst of our despised Zion, and in this we rejoice.
The late Miss Agnes Weston, LL.D., Portsmouth.Since last issue, we observed with sincere sorrow intimation of. the
death, after a short iilness, of Dame Agnes \VestoD, Royal Sailors'
Rest, :Portsmouth, popularly spoken of as the" Sailor's Friend,"
or " Mother of the Nayy." This trul~ ex'cellent lady passed away
on the 23rd October, after spending a long life of generous service.
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in the social and religious interests of the officers and men of the
Royal Navy and Royal Marines. Her Sailor's Rests at Devonport
and Po~tsmouth have proved invaluable during the recent terrible
war. Our ministerial deputies on mission to our Highland naval
men have had frequent experience of her great kindness and
interest at Portsmouth, and her memory will always abide with
the~n as that of a generous and sympathetic friend. Miss Weston
was a' woman of truly evangelical views, and did her best, we
understand, to combat the delusive error, so current at the present
time, that men are for ever saved on the ground of dying for their
country, holding, as she strongly did, that salvation is only
through" Jesus Christ and him crucified." A letter has recently
appeared in the press, calling attention-to Dame Weston's life
and work, ~igned by His Grace the Duke of Suthe.r1and,
Commander R.N.R., and Duty Captain 'at the Admiralty, and
H. D. Grant, Esq" Superintendent, Admiralty Meteorological
Service. Mt. Grant, who is a native of ,Dornoch, is a member
of the Free Presbyterian Church. We expect, if well, to ,have
S'Jme fy.ller notice of Miss Weston's work in a future issue.

Bcknowle~gment.

of JDonations.

MR. ALEXANDER N!ACGILLlVRAY, General Treasurer, Woodbine
Cottage, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, acknowledges, with
grateful thanks, the following donations up to 26th November:Sustentation Fund......:.Misses Fraser, St. Giles', Kingussie, £4; F.P:
People of Tanera, Achiltibuie-Colin and John Matheson, 10/ each, Widow
John Matheson and Daughter, 5/6, John Matheson, 4/6, Dugald Matheson,
20/, Dugald Grant, 1O{, 'John Grant, 8/, Mrs. John Grant, 3/, Alice Grant,
2/-total, £3 13/; "Sailor on one of H. M. S. at Cardiff," '1Of; Per Rev. J.. S.
Sinclair-Mrs. H. Mackenzie, Foremost, Alberta, 4/6, and Mrs. Burns, Bal.quhidder, 10/; Per Rev. D. Beaton-Miss Mackay, Wardell Street, Toronto,
£1; Per Rev. D. Graham-Donald Beaton, New Zealand (for Shieldaig),
£s; Pe'r Rev. N. Cameron-Mrs. Macpherson, Lochgilphead, £1.
,
Home Mission Fund.-Per Mr. M. MacLenilan-" Friend," Callanish,
Lewis, 10/.
Jewish and Foreign Missions Fund.-Per Rev. J. S. Sinclair-John
MacBeath, L. W. Barracks, Dover (Kalir Mission), £1; "Friend" (Carr
Bridge postmark), sf; Per Rev. J. R. Mackay, M.A.-Miss MacLeod, Stoer,
,£2 10/; Per Rev. N. Cameron (for Bembesi Huts)-Murdo Mackenzie, 10/,
M. MacBeath, 5/, M. A. ?\1acKinnon,' 20/, M. M., Manchester, 30/, Mrs. C.,
oCarrBridge, sf, A. F., 20/-total, £4 10/, and" Friend," Oban, 10/.
Mule and Cart for Rev. J. B. Radasi: Per Rev. J. S. Sinclair-D. W. R,
England, 10/, N. MacLennan, 9 Mill Place, Raasay, 6/, and Mrs. Burns,
Balquhidder,S/; Mrs. M. J. Mackay, Lucknow, Ont., 38{6; Per lIhs. Munro,
.Simcoe, Ontario~" Friend," 8/4, and Mrs. Evans, 4/2, Simcoe, Ont.
.
Mission to Forces Fund.-Per Rev. J. S. Sinclair-" A . Grateful
Mother," 10/, N. Shaw, Cumbrae Lighthouse, 2/, D. Beaton, Maticre, New
Zealand, 1, I, Miss Fraser, Kingussie, £1, John MacBeath, L. W.. Barracks,
Dover, 14/6, Mrs. H. Mackenzie, Foremore, Alberta', 3/7, Mr. and Mrs.
White, Prestwick, £1, N. MacLennan, 9 Mill PI., Raasay, 6/, Misses Urquhart,
Balblair, Invergordon, S!, Miss MacLennan, Moakredding, Kilwinning, sf;
Per Rev. D. M. Mac'c1onald-Bayhead Congregation, £1 10/; "A Friend,"
'Carr Bridge, 3/3; Per Rev_ J. R Mackay, M.A.-Miss MacLeod, Stoer (for
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literature for Forces), £2 10/; Per N. l\L-self, 15/, and D. MacLeod, S.S.
"Mytilus," 10/; Per Rev. N. Cameron-The Admiralty, £45 16/.
Note.-This Fund is now closed, owing to the end of the War, and sub·
N. C.
scribers.are cordially thanked for their generous help.
Rev. N. Cameron acknowledges, with thanks :-For Kalir Bibles-" Anon"
(Glasgow postmark), 10/; M. MacKenzie, 10/. Will" Wellwisher" inform
how much money was sent?
Re". D. M. Macdonald, F.P. Manse, Bayhead, North Dist, acknowledges,
with thanks, the following donations to North Dist Manse Building' Fund : 'Gairloch Congregation, £5 2:6; Rev. D. N. Macleod, Harris, 10/; CarpI. A.
Robertson, Salonika, £1; Dr. Morrison, Larkhall, £3 3/: "Sailors at
Granton," per p.a. Rod. Maclennah, £35/; ML John Macdonald, Newtown
St. Boswells, £ 1.
ML John Morrison, Treasurer, Finsbay, abbe, Harris, acknowledges,
with thanks, the donation of £1 from ~1rs. D. N. i\'1acleod, F.P. Manse,
Tarbert, North Harris, for the Building Fund of tbe Church at Finsbay,
South Harris.
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Further Increase in Price of Maga~ine.""':""We regret
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that, owing to the large increase in the price of paper and cost of
production, we are under the necessity of increasing the price of
Magazine to 4d. per CGPY, postage Id. extra to the home country.
The subscription for six months, beginning with the last issue
·(November), will thus be '2/6; for twelve months, 5/. ,Magazines
to the United States, South America, etc., which are 'sent through
a special'agent, will come to the same price (51), while the price to
British Colonies (Canada, Australia, etc.), will be 4/6 including
postage, the postage being still one halfpenny. It is desirable
that our Canadian subscribers should send their money per Money
Orders, as dollar notes are under value at present. We may
point out that this increase (9d. for the half-year) means that single
·copies to the home country for the current year, May, 1918, to
April, 1919, cost precisely 4/2. We also call attention to the fact
"that the increase implies that our is.sue of Free Distribution copies
to Soldiers and Sailors will cost £ 14 per month-a large sum, to
meet which' donations are required. We feel really sorry to make
new appeals, but the peculiar exigencies of the present time
impose a necessity which we cannot escape from, however willing
to do so. We bespeak the sympathy and help of our readers.
Subscriptions Received for Magazine.-Mrs. D. MacLeod, B.
. Dornie"Ross, 4/2; D. W. R., for Magazine Fund, 1Of; M. Martin, Northton,
lj:)mis, 1/3; Mrs. Macneill, Bowmore, Islay, 4/3; D. Mackinnon, Duisdale
,Schoolhouse, Skye, 1/1O~; Mrs. M'Pbee, Kirriemuir, sf; S. Tingey, Potter's
Bar, 1/6; A. Bruce, Wick, 25/6; D. Murcbison, Rannocb, gd.; A. Macneilaoe,
Kilcreggan, gd.; Miss E. Mackay, Halkirk, 14/9; James Mackay, Quesn~l,
RC., 3/10; P. Anderson, Edinburgh, 30/; N. Shaw, Cumbrae Lighthouse,
If; J. Macleod, merchant, Lairg, II/3; D. Brown, Greenock, 2sf; R. Suther·
'land, Clatequoy, Thurso, Magazine Fund, 10/; J. Macleod, Achillie, Rogart,
4/6; K. Maclean & Son, Poolewe, 6/6; Rev. D. M. Macdonald, N. Vist, 6/;
D. Cameron, Dulnan Villa, Carrbridge (three subscribers), 2/3; A. Macleod,
boatman, Raasay, gd'.; Miss Maclean, bookseller, Dingwall, 25/10; D. Beaton,
Matiere, New Zealand, 5/, and Magazine Fund, £1; J. Macdonald, p.a.,
Newtown St. Boswells, 1/2; G. Ross, Market St.., Vllapool, lof; W. Mackay
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& Sons, booksellers, Inverness, 45/; D. Ross, Tain, II/3; Miss Ross,

Q.M.A.A.C., Cromarty, 3/6; A. Maciver, Granite House, Stornoway, 8[/;
D. Macintyre, bookseller, Portree, 22/; H. Morfison, Foindle, Scourie (three
subscribers), 2/3; Per above-Mrs. Ross, Hotel, Scourie, 5/; D. Mackenzie
and L. Ross, Tarbert, Scourie, gd. each; Mrs. M. Macbeath, Newlands,
Scotscalder, S/g; D. Fraser, Muirnish, Gorthleck, 8/; Miss Taylor, Aberdeen,
gd.; R. Colvin, Motherwell, gd.; S. Clark, Unapool, Assynt, 4/2; Mrs.
Campbell, Tayvallich, I/~; M. Turper, Dumbarton, 9/7; Miss Mackinnon,
Achateny, 2/; Miss Kerr, Airdaniar, Pitlochry, sf; D. Macpherson, merchant,
Kames, 35/5; M. Mackay, missionary, Strathy, 23f; Misses Fraser, St. Giles,
Kingussie, 6/, and Magazine Fund, 10/; Miss Yelldalf, Kingsmills Road P.O.,
Inverness, 27/; Rev. H. VV. Ramsay, Grafton, New South Wales, 4/2; Miss
M. Campbell, Tanera, 1/; M. Beaton, Waternish, 4/5; J. Macbeath, L. W.
Barracks, Dover, 5/6; M. Macaskill, merchant, Glendale, 47/3; A. Macleod,
Edinbane, Skye, 1/8; J. Mackenzie, Glendarroch, Lochinver, I6!; A.
Mackenzie, Stores, Lochinver, £1; Miss G. Macleod, Hill of Fearn, gd.;
Mrs. H. Mackenzie, Foremost, Alberta, 4/5; Mrs. M. J. Mackay, Lucknow,
Ontario, I/g; Miss Macdonald, \Vickford, Essex, 1/; Miss Grant, Aviemore,
5/22; N. Maclean, Fasach, Glendale, gd.; N. Maclennan, Mill Place, Raasay,
gd.; J. Maclennan, H. M.S. "Thistle," 3/6; Miss Corrnack, booksel1er,
Thurso,. 16/ ~ Misses Urquhart, Balblair, Invergordon, 8/3, and Magazine
Fund, 6/g; Miss M.. 'Cameron, Strontian, 1/; R. Ross, Achtomlenie, Rogart,
gd.; A. Mack"y, missionary, Staflin, Skye, 52/; Miss R. Bannerman, Rogart,
gd.; Mrs. Robertson, Tornatin, 5/; Nurse Tallach, Alloa, 1/6; A. Morrison,
Fearn, gd.; A. Macaskill C. Kirkibost, N. Vist, 3/6; I1frs. M'Culloch,
Paisley, 1/6; Miss Souter, Alves,' 5/2; M. Tucker, Trowbridge, 5/; M.
Macleod, Glenhinnisdale, ro/6; Per above-Mrs. A. Matheson, 3/6; A.
Macdiarmid, \Vaternish, 1/6; Miss C. Maclean, Borve, Portree, gd.; J.
Adamson, Helmsdale, 4/7; D. Nicolson, Duisdale Gardens, Broadford, gd.;
Miss K. Nicolsbn, Upper Breakish, 2/6; al'so per above-Mrs. T. Mackay,
New Zealand, 5/; Per R. R. Sinclair, London, S.W.-Miss Morrison, Harley
S~reet, 6/; G. Mackenzie, Achlyness, by Lairg, 5/; Miss B. M. Macleod,
Inverarish Terrace, Raasay, 1/2; M. B. Macneill, bookseller, Oban, 38/; J.
Ross, Kimberley, Fearn, gd.; J. Mackay, missionary, Portmahomack, gd.;
Miss Morrison, Bernera, for Magazine Fund, 4/; Mrs. Macaskill, Fernlea,
Carbost, Skye, 36/; E. Rootham, Kettering, gd.; J. Hymers, Weydale Mains,
by Thurso, 8d; Mrs. Kennedy, Syre, Kinbrace, 5/; D. Macarthur, Dennistoun, 1/; M. Gillimders, sen., Applecross, 2/; J. A. Sinclair, Prescot, 1/2;
Miss Finlayson, Garve, 1/6; Mrs. M;<ckenzie, Glebe Cottage, Gairloch, sf;
Miss Montgomery, Habost, Lewis, 5/; Miss Fraser, Polmont, gd.; Mrs.
Macgregor, Newton St., Stornoway, 1/; D. Macmaster, merchant, Corpach,
£1; A. Stewart, Kenary, Grimsay, Lochmaddy, 7/6; Miss J. ~I[atheson,
Drumbllie, Kyle, gd.; K. Macrae, postman, Lochcarron, gd.; A. Murray,
Rhemusaig, Rogart, 2/6: E. Macleod, Old Manse, Lairg, gd.; H. Maclean,
Lochinver, gd.; Rev. D. Mackenzie, Gairloch, 8/6; Miss C. Matheson,
Bonar, 55f; Mrs. Grant, The Deanery, Dornoch, sf; M. Macdougall, Tarbert,
Loch Fyne, 1(2; Miss Urqllhart, Springfield, Cullicndden, 5/82 (several
subscribers); P. Cameron and A. Macpherson, Boat of Garten"3/; Miss.Kerr,
Auchinture, Lochinver, I/I~; Miss Bain, E. Craibstone Street, Aberdeen, sf;
Mrs. A. Macdouald, Tighnabruaich, Torridon, Ross, 4/.
Free Distribution to Soldiers and Sailors.-D. Murchison;
Rannoch, 9/3; A. Macneilage, Kilcreggan, General Free Distribution, 3/7 ;
N. Shaw, Cumbrae Lighthouse, 2/; J. Macdonald, St. Boswell's, 8/ro; H.
Morrison, Foindle, Scourie, 3/6; Per above-Mrs. Ross, Botel, Scourie, 5/;
Per M. Mackay, missionary, Strathy-Private Alex. Sinclair, Canadians, ro/ ;
Misses Fraser, Kingussie, 10/; "Two Friends," £1 ; Per Rev. Neil Cameron
- " A Friend," Lucknow, Ontario, 43/4; Mr. and Mrs. J. \Vhite, Prestwick,
£3; "A Friend," Parish of Thurso, 9/4; A. Ross, Esq., Liverpool, £10; J.
A. Sincl:l.ir, Prescot, 3/10; Mrs. l\lackenzie, Glebe Cottage, Gairloch, 5/;
Mrs. Burn" Balquhidder, si; "A Friend," Helmsdale, 5/.
(Several Subscrip~ions, etc., held over till next month.)
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