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HE inspired Apostle, in his remarkable Epistle to the Hebrew
professors of Christianity, frequently exhorts them to "hold
fast their profession." It would appear that many of them were
tempted to relinquish that profession, through the subtlety of unbelief in their own hearts, and the force of the persecution which
they had to encounter at the hands of their unbelieving brethren.
Unbelief within and without seems to have been the powerful
adversary with which they had to contend. The Apostle warns
them against the danger of apostacy from "rhe faith," and encourages them to come to God at a throne of grace with all their
trials and temptations, looking unto the great High Priest who
had passed into the heavens, who was touched with the feeling
of their infirmities, and who, as intercessor with the Father, was
. able to succour all such as were tempted. "Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace," he declares, "that we may
.obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need." We shall
consider these words as containing matter of direction and encouragement to sinful men in all circumstances of trial and need.
Let us notice-fir~t, the throne of grace; secondly, the exhortation
to come to it with boldness; and, thirdly, the promises of blessing
to those who come.
I.-Observe, first, "the throne of grace." The word" throne"
suggests the King who sits upon it, and, in fact, includes Him. It
is not a throne without a King to which sinners are directed to
come, but a throne with a King, and that none other .than the
King of kings and Lord of lords. This glorious King is now
seated upon a "throne of grace." Such a circumstance should
be matter of wonder to sinful men. It is this very King against
whom we have sinned, and whose displeasure we have grievously
provoked, and we might have justly expected that He would have
set up a throne of judgment and nothing else, when we consider
the guilt of man's foolish disobedience and rebellion. But He
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has. been pleased, in the riches of His sovereign mercy and love,
to set up a throne of grace, from which He deals in a compassionate and righteous manner 'with penitent rebels against His
infinite majesty. From this throne He dispenses the blessings of
the new covenant, through Jesus Christ, to needy souls upon
earth.
n.-Let us next notice the exhortation" to come boldly" to
this throne. What is the nature of this coming? It consists,
for one thing, in addressing a gracious God through Christ in the
exercise of prayer. The praying ones, who call upon the name
of the Lord in sincerity and truth, are corners to the throne of
grace. Such confess their sins and make known all their wants
to Him with the desire and expectation of being heard and
answered. They do not require to ascend up to heaven, as He
is everywhere present, and hears the cry of the destitute, no
matter in what part of the world they may be. Believing
prayer is necessary. The suppliants who are enabled to believe
the truth concerning themselves as needy, lost sinners, and the
truth concerning the Most High as a just God and a Saviour,
and leave themselves and their needs at His feet, relying upon
His word and promise for an answer. in peace are successful
corners to the throne, and will have occasion to praise His name
for His wondrous works. Here then is the direction in which
effectual help is to be found. The King eternal receives sinners
through His son Jesus Christ, and is able to deliver when all
human help is utterly unavailing.
But it is further to be observed that there is a call to come
"boldly" to the throne. There is an unholy boldness common
among the sons of men, springing from a spirit of self-sufficiency
. and self-righteousness-the sinner cails upon the Most High as if
he had a perfect right to be heard on account of his own personal
goodness and worth-but this is not the boldness which the
Apostle encourages. The gracious boldness, to which the Apostle
refers, is only found among those who have been brought by the
Spirit of truth to see their own complete sinfulness at)d unworthiness, to feel that in their own persons they deserve nothing but
displeasure and rejection at the hands of God, and to realise that
it is through Christ's merit and advocacy alone that they can
obtain acceptance.
.
The Apostle makes use of "therefore" to press home this
coming with boldness, and the word refers us back to what he
previously says concerning the presence of the great High Pries.
in the heavens, who is touched with the feeling of our infirmities.
"Let us come," he says in effect, "with boldness, seeing that the
Son of God, as the High Priest who offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever upon earth, has now entered as advocate within the veil,
and intercedes for transgressors before the throne. Looking to
ourselves alone we may 'well tremble with hopeless fear, but looking to the infinite merits of His obedience unto death, and trusting
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in the prevailing efficacy of His intercession, we may cherrsh a
humble, holy confidence that the great King will receive and bless
us. This great High Priest had a personal experience of temptation upon earth, though without sin, and He can understand
sympathetically our trials, so that we may freely make known all
our miseries to Him, and expect Him to present our cast; with
success before the Father." Slavish fear as well as unhallowed
presumption must be resisted and overcome. Both are dishonouring to the Most High and ruinous to the sinner. "Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for
us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having an high
priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart"
-given by Himself-" in full assurance of faith." The Lord
welcomes the importunate, confiding, persevering seeker who will
not take a denial. "The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence;
and the violent take it by force" (Matt. xi.)
IlL-Let us observe lastly the blessings that are promised to the
corners, "mercy, and grace to help in time of need." The Apostle
uses the first personal pronouns, "us" and "we" in connection
with the exhortation and promises. He includes himself and all
God's people in his divinely inspired words. Let it be carefully
noted that all need" mercy, and grace to help."
Poor sinners, who for the first time are brought in soul sincerity
to the foot-stool of God's throne, feel in a very pungent way their
need of mercy: they cry with the publican, "God, be merciful to
me a sinner." And they realise to some extent their need of grace
to help them to resist temptation, and to overcome the prince of
darkness. Such comers shall not be cast out. The Lord is rich
in mercy to forgive all their iniquities for the sake of His Son
Jesus Christ, and to give them new life and strength to obtain the
victory over all their spiritual foes.
Again, such as have been for years endeavouring to run the
gospel race, and to fight the good fight of faith, require to obtain
"mercy and find grace to help in time of need." They are
conscious of daily sins and shortcomings, and they feel need of
mercy in a way of forgiveness to be extended to them at every
step in the conflict. They feel also their constant need of grace
to help them to resist temptation, to endure trial, and to follow
after "holiness without which no man shall see the Lord." Deeply
sensible of their own weakness, they desire to be supported and
strengthened by divine power, so as to triumph over all the
difficulties they have to meet with and to "glorify God in their
bodies and their spirits which are his."
Here then they are fully encouraged and warranted to expect
the blessings they require. Let their time of need be as great
and overwhelming as it may, He, who sits upon" the throne," has
infinite resources of mercy and grace, which He freely dispenses
"without money and without price" unto those who come.
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Sometimes He may keep them waiting for a while, for wise and
gracious reasons:-not to their loss, but to their ultimate gain-" for
the needy shall not always be forgotten: the expectation of the poor
shall not perish for ever" (Psalms ix. J 8). Their song of praise
will be all the more real and cordial when the Lord deals
graciously with them from off the mercy-seat.
May all, whose eyes fall upon these lines, learn to "come boldly
to the throne of grace," so as to "obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need!" No other King but the God of all grace
can bestow the forgiveness of sins, strength for duty and trial, and
the sure hope of eternal life.

B Sermon.
Bv

THE REV. D. MAcFARLANE, DINGWALL.

" Behold, I-stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my "oice, and open
the door, I will COme in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me."R~;v. iii. 20.

the first part of this book 0' Revelation there is a message
I N from
God sent by the Apostle John to the seven churches in
Asia. The seven churches were not seven different denominations, .
but seven congregations of the one visihle Church of Christ.
This may be seen by the fact that each church has but one pastor
-here called" an angel" or messenger. If they were denominations, there would be several pastors in every denomination
according to the number of congregations in it; but it was one
pastor that each congregation had.
The message was addressed to the angel or pastor of the
churches, and was'suited to the spiritual condition of the church~s
respectively. The congregation of Laodicea was in a worse state
than any of the rest. On reading their own report of themselves,
one would think that they were in the best condition of all the
churches in the world. In their own estimation they were" rich
and increased with goods and had need of nothing." But the
report that Jesus Christ gives of them is quite different j He says
that they are wretched, and poor, and miserable, and blind, and
naked. The report of Christ is the true one. Their own good
report of themselves was owing to their ignorance of themselves.
Some churches that have forsaken" the faith" give a good report
of themselves, but when we read Christ's report of them, we see
that they are miserably mistaken in their high opinion of themselves. Christ, after He had told the Laodicean Church their real
condition in His sight, counsels them to buy Of Him" gold tried
in the fire that they might be rich, and white raiment that they
might be clothed, and that the shame of their nakedness might
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not appear; and to anoint their eyes with eyesalve that they
might see." They would get all these good things by receiving
Him by faith, therefore He stands at their door and knocks for
admittance.
In addressing you from the text, I call your attention to the
following particulars : I.-The Person that stands at the door;
n.-The door at which He stands;
IlL-His work there; and
IV.-Tbe feast that Christ and those who admit Him partake
of: "I will sup with him, and he with me."
1.-" The Person."-The Person is Jesus Christ the eternal Son
of God, the Saviour of sinners of mankind. The chariot, in which
Christ, the King of glory, comes, is the word of the Gospel.
That chariot was made by God Himself. He will take no other
chariot. Men deceive themselves when they think that Christ
will come to them in a chariot of their own making-the word of
man-and they throw aside the word of God as in their opinion
antiquated for the twentieth century.
II.-The door at which Christ stands. It was at the door of a
Church·-the Church of Laodicea-He was standing when He
spoke the words of our text. Christ was within that Church once,
but He is now outside.
How is it that He is outside a Church in which He was before?
He was put out. Who put Him out? The congregation that
He was now addressing at the door. When the good people in
that Church died out, a sort of self-righteous people took their
place, and they imagined that they were so rich, so good, that
they did not need Christ any longer with them, and virtually said
to Christ that He might now leave their company. Pastor and
people seemed to be unanimous in dismissing Him, so He left
them. Many chun:hes in gospel lands have thus dealt with Christ.
Many churches in Europe have done so~ As long as the Lord's
pei ,pIe were in these churches, they welcomed Christ with them, and
He was willing to remain with them; but when these were removed
to the Church in heaven, those who came in their place drove the
Saviour away from their midst, and they set up in His place a
fictitious Christ, with whom they felt quite pleased. "But their
house was left desolate," when the Christ of the Bible and the
Saviour of sinners left them. This is true of almost all the
Churches of the Reformation in England, Scotland, and Ireland.
Christ was once in these churches; but like the Church of
Laodicea they put Him away from their company, and yet they
say that Christ is with them and that they have the Gospel. They
may have a gospel" which is no gospel." What a wonder that
Christ would seek admittance to a church that put Him out!
But there He is standing at the door. If any man inside open
the door, He will go in and sup with that person.
Christ also stands at the door of the individual sinner to whom
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the Gospel comes: "What is that door?" I shall mention four
doors at which He stands : 1. The door of hearing.-This is one of the doors of entrance
into the soul of man. He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear
the voice of the Saviour in the Gospel. That was the first door to
which Satan came to enter the soul of man. It is also the first
door to which Christ comes for re-admittance into the souls of
ruined men. Satan came as a thief, to steal, to kill, and to
destroy. Christ comes that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly than man possessed in the state of
innocency. In the case of adults especially, hearing the Gospel is
necessary to salvation. Without faith they cannot be saved. He
that believeth in the Son of God shall be saved, and faith cometh
by hearing. And it must be the hearing of the word of God.
" How shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?
and how shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they
preach except they be sent?" These are conclusive arguments
against the un scriptural notion of those men in our day who assert
that the heathen may be saved without the Gospel. These men
have reason to doubt their own salvation. In the history of our own
country there is no mention of a Christian man or woman till the
Gospel was introduced into it, and the reason is that there were
none such. The light of nature is not sufficient to give us a
saving knowledge of God. We need the Gospel.
2. The second door is the door of the mind.-Knowledge of
Christ enters the mind of man by a door. What is that door?
It is the understandlllg. When the eunuch was reading about
Christ, Philip asked him, "Understandest thou what thou
readest?" It is what we understand we may be said to know,
and no more. Many read the Scriptures who take a wrong
meaning out of them, because they do not understand them. It
is not enough to read and repeat the Word of God; we need to
understand it. The understanding of man, as he is by nature, is
shut, and the mind is full of spiritual darkness; and so long as
the door of the mind is shut, saving knowledge of Christ cannot
enter in. Christ comes to this door, that He may get into the
soul. It is He Himself that opens it. It was He that opened
the understanding of H is disciples to understand the Scriptures.
It is He that opens the understanding of all His people. He
came and gave us "an understanding, that we might know him
that is true." He does so by His Spirit. The illumination of the
mind that is dark by nature is the work of God's Spirit. This
knowledge is too high for men to attain to without the teaching
of the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit that quickens the dead soul.
It is He that gives saving knowledge to the ignorant sinner. "Ye
were once darkness, but ye are now light in the Lord." Christ,
as the prophet, stands at the door of hearing and the door of the
understanding. "Behold, I stand at the door." Incline your
ear and hear His voice; submit your understanding to Him, that
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He may enlighten you in order to be saved. You need to hear
His voice in the Gospel and to know Him by the teaching of the
Spitit. "They shall be all taught of God." _ It is such that open
to Christ and trust in Him for salvation. "They that know thy
name will put their trust in thee."
3. The door of the will.-In some houses there is a two-leaved
door, and if one leaf is open a man can come in. But Christ
will not come in unless the two .leaves are open, and the two
leaves are the understanding and the will. In opening to Christ
and receiving of Him there is, on the one hand, the assent of the
understanding, and on the other, the consent of the will. "If
any man will come after me, let him take up his cross and follow
me." "Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely."
It was unwillingness that caused the Jews not to come to Christ.
"Ye will not come unto me that ye might have life."
4. The door of the heart.~I take the heart in a limited sense,
as the seat of the affections. Christ is an object to be loved as
well as to be known, and the heart is the seat of love and desires.
Christ is to be loved above all other objects.
IlL-His work at the door.-He stands and knocks. " I
knock." He knocks in order to be admitted.
1. He knocks by His Word.-" If any man hear my voice."
He knocks, first, by the word of the law, by which is the knowledge of sin. We find in Christ's teaching that He preached the
law, and He did that to the Church of Laodicea when He told
her that she was poor and miserable, blind and naked; of which
she was ignorant, which was the reason of her good opinion of
herself. The sinner by nature is ignorant of his condition under
the broken law and the curse of God, and he is to be told this.
He knocks, secondly, by the word of the Gospel, by which is the
knowledge of Christ and salvation, and when He knocks by the
word of the Gospel He appears as the Crucified One-as He who
suffered, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to Godand says, as He said to the Church: "Open to me, for my head
is filled with the dew and my locks with the drops of the night."
It is a sight of Christ as crucified and dying for sinners that melts
the heart, through the effectual work of the Holy Spirit. The
law alone hardens the heart; the Gospel melts it.
2. He knocks by His providence-by adverse and prosperous
providences.-He gives prosperity in order to lead sinners to
Himself. The goodness of God ought to lead us to repentance.
He gave manna to the I-sraelites when they were murmuring, to
try thus to see if His goodness would lead them to obey Him.
Many instances might be adduced to show that He uses adverse
providences to bring sinners to repentance and faith in Himself.
Manasseh is a case in point. God was speaking to him, through
the prophets, to turn from his evil ways, but he would not hearken
to God's voice, and then God brought him into affliction, and
that brought him to his senses. Then he began to cry to the
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Lord, and he was heard and obtained mercy, the fruit of which
was seen in his work of reformation in the Church. Poverty and
sickness and other calamities have been blessed to many. We
have been told that the disease of consumption has been blessed
to many, and good people used to call it the" blessed affliction."
He is knocking by His providence at our door as a nation by
this awful War in which we are involved. But there is no sign
yet that our nation hearkens to.Christ's voice; for from the King
on the throne to the lowest su bject, with few exceptions, all are
deaf to the voice of Christ, though He speaks loudly in a terrible
manner. But until we as a nation are brought to repentance, He
will continue His judgment of cutting down high and low by the
sword, and all who harden their heart against Him shall be
destroyed in everlasting perdition. There are, however, a few
among our soldiers and officers who hearken to the voice of
Christ, and these, although they should be killed, shall go to
heaven, so that death shall be gain to them. Not only in the
army, but among the people in general, especially in large cities,
many are frequenting the theatre and other places of pleasure just
the same as before Christ began to speak in this terrible manner.
Promoters of idolatry in our country are defying the Almighty,
but except they repent they shall" all likewise perish." Although
unconverted chaplains tell the soldiers that if they are killed in
this lawful War they are sure of going to heaven, God will send
to hell all that are killed without being. born again. For" except
a man be born again, he cannot ·see or enter the kingdom of God,"
-and chaplains that are not born again shall be among them in the
place of perdition. The death of Christ and not the death of the
sinner is toe only ground of salvation. Therefore let kings, judges,
rulers, and the people in general be wise and be' taught. Let
them kiss the Son lest they perish (Psalm ii.)
3. He knocks by His Spirit. He was striving for a long time
with the generation before the flood, but because they grieved the
Spirit, and would not yield to His operations, He said, "My Spirit
will not always strive with man"; and destruction came upon
them. There is a common operation of the Spirit which must be
experienced to some extent by the hearers of the word of God,
and some may at times begin to pray through this influence, but
when the effectual work of the Spirit begins, the sinner is brought to
repentance towards God, and faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ.
So that in the case of those that open to Christ there is more than
a striving of the Spirit, which striving is all that the Declaratory
Act of 1892 ascribes to the Holy Spirit in dealing with sinners.
The Holy Spirit works effectually through the word of God which
is the sword of the Spirit, and results in making the sinner willing
to receive Christ as He is freely offered in the gospel.
IV.-The feast of which Christ, and the believer that opens to
Him, partake.-The feast is the provision of the covenant of
grace. It is called a supper because this is the last dispensation
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of the Gospel, as supper is the last meal of the day. When Christ
comes into the soul, He comes with a feast to a hungry person,
and they are both to sit at the same table to partake of this feast.
Christ partakes of it, and the believer partakes of it. It is Christ
that partakes first, and then the believer.
In what sense does Christ partake of His own provision? In
this sense-it is a feast to Christ to save a sinner. When He
spoke to the woman of Samaria, he said to his disciples, "I have
meat to eat that ye know not of," and that was that this woman
was saved by Him. Then, in the parable of the lost sheep, when
He found the sheep, He put it on His shoulder and went on His
way rejoicing. It is a feast to Him to do the Father's will. He
said, "My meat and drink is to do the will of him that sent me."
He delighted so much to do the Father's will that He reckoned it
as a feast, and when He saves a sinner He is doing the will of
the Father. It is a feast to Him to see of the travail of His own
soul, for then He " shall be satisfied." He sups with the believer,
inasmuch as He rejoiced in the habitable parts of the earth,
where His people were, before the world was.
The believer sups also. Not at a different table, but at the
same table with Christ. Here is a wonderful sight-the glorious
second Person of the Trinity and the poor sinner so near each
other. The sinner that was separate from God by sin brought
nigh again through the blood of the cross. But, poor as the believer
is in comparison with Christ, Christ is not ashamed of His companion, though the believer is often ashamed of himself. He has
fellowship with Christ. Truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with the Son, Jesus Christ. Fellowship is founded upon
union. The believer is united to Christ, and therefore he has
fellowship with Him. Christ himself is the feast, and the believer
feeds upon Him. "Truly, my flesh is meat ind~ed, and my
hlood is drink indeed."
The feast is not a carnal feast, but a spiritual feast, and there is
sufficient food for all the faculties and powers of his soul. There
is food for his mind, "To know thee, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent, this is life eternal." There is
food for his conscience, for the conscience finds sufficient provision
to satisfy it in the death of Christ, and there is nothing that
can satisfy an awakened conscience but the death or atonement
of Christ. There is food for the will, for there is nothing that
will satisfy a renewed will but Christ in His fulness of blessings.
" This is all my salvation and all my desire." There is a feast for
the affections, which by nature feed upon the husks which the
swine do eat. They are now set on things above, where Christ
sits at the right hand of God. As men need food daily, so d,oes
the believer, and although he does not get such a rich diet always,
yet there are times in which he receives out of the fulness of
Christ to make him truly happy and strong to serve the Lord with
the greatest delight. Still, on earth he is often poor and needy,
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hungry, and thirsty, but when he is brought to the Father's house
above, he shall be perfectly blessed in the full enjoyment of God
to all eternity.
In conclusion.-( I) A word to the unconverted sinner. -You
have been born and brought up in the land of the Gospel.
Christ has been knocking at your door ever since till now. Have
you opened to Him? If not, you are guilty of the greatest sin,
for all other sins will be forgiven if you come to Christ, and
believe in Him. But if you persist in un belief, it is impossible
that you can be saved, "For he that believeth not shall be
damned." You may be like Agrippa, who oaid to Paul-~' Almost
'thou persuadest me to be a Christian" j but almost to be a
Christian will not do. You must be altogether a Christian if you
are to be saved. Remember that Christ has not taken his seat at
the door. He is only standing, and ready to leave and go to
others who will welcome Him to their hearts. This may be the
last knock He shall ever give at your door. Be wise, therefore,
for your immortal soul, and receive Him now, as He is freely
offered in the Gospel to you as a lost sinner. Although it is Christ
himself by His Spirit that works the grace of faith, it is you that
must exercise that faith in receiving Christ, for it is you that must
believe if you are to be saved, and this is the sense in which we
understand the sinner opening to Christ. Another said-" Come
in, thou blessed of the Lord j why standest thou without?"
(2) A word to the awakened sinner.-You have for a long time
kept Christ outside the door, and you may be apt to think that it
is too late now, but He still says, "Him that cometh to me, I
will in no wise cast out." You may be thinking that you have
kept Christ waiting at your door so long that He will deal with
you as you dealt with Him. But you are to remember that Christ
is not like you. He does not recompense evil for evil. Sinners
are saved by grace, and not by their own merit j and grace does
not look for merit in the sinner, but is fully satisfied with the
merit of Christ. Cast yourself, therefore, upon Him as you are,
a guilty and unworthy sinner.
(3) A word to the heliever.-What a marvel it is that you who
were far off from God by nature are brought nigh by the blood of
Christ! Give Him the glory. When you sup with Christ, you
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. You also weep as
you partake of the Supper with a weeping that is two-fold. When
you look on Him whom you have pierced you mourn; and you
weep with joy that He has saved you, sinful as you have been.
Although your fellowship with Christ may be broken, the union
between you and Him can never be broken. In view of the unspeakable obligations under which Christ has laid you, see that
you' live not unto y'ourself but unto Him that died for you and
rose again. You can never do on earth what you ought to do for
Christ. See, then, that you will be careful to do as the woman,
of whom Christ said, "She hath done what she could." Seek,
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by prayer and other endeavours, to advance His cause in the
world. Be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, and your work shall not be in vain in the Lord.
Live on Christ, and live for Him. For this is your reasonahle
service.
May God in His infinite mercy bless this sermon to the
reader! Amen.

Bccount of !lJ)15S10n to 1Ra"al men in
J.€nglanb.
By THE REV. D. M. MACDONALD, NORTH UIST.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-As a brief report on our work as a Church
among our Highland sailors in the naval ports has now become
an established practice, and is looked forward to by our people, I
beg to submit a short account of my labours in Chatham and
Portsmouth. From February to July I officfated on different
occasions in both of these ports. At first I took the place of
other Deputies for a week-end now and then, but latterly was
appointed myself to act as Deputy. Like the rest of our ministers
who acted as Chaplains, I found the work most interesting. It
was a pleasure to meet God-fearing sailors.
Owing to many of the men being sent to sea, there were not
very large gatherings in either of the places where I conducted
services. On Saturday evenings I held a service in Chatham
Barracks, and on Sabbath two services were held-one in the
morning and another. in the evening. On Monday nights also a
brief service was conducted. The men were attentive, and there
were some who prized the bread of life because they felt their
need of it. Reverence for God's Word is characteristic of not a
few of our Highland sailors, even should they not be themselves
professors of religion" and this is an encouraging token to those
who minister to them.
In Portsmouth services were held in Whale Island on Thursday
evenings, and in the Naval Barracks on Friday and Sabbath
evenings. The official service was held on Sabbath mornings, in
the hall of Miss Weston's Royal Sailors' Rest. Sometimes there
was a large muster of men here. They came in from Whale
Island, the Barracks, and from various ships in port. I distributed
among them some Bibles and many Testaments, the most of them
being gifts from Miss Weston herself. I was kindly offered, in
the "Rest," a bedroom called "the prophet's chamber," kept
specially for those who preach to the sailors, but as- I had no
occasion to use it, I asked it for the use of my successor.
Part of my time was occupied in visiting Haslar Hospital,
Gosport, where I found many of our sailors suffering from various

The Free Presbyterian Mafjazine.
diseases. Some of them had interesting experiences to relate. I
observed one young Lewisman reading his Testament with, I
trust, profit to his soul, but it was disappointing to find that he
was the only one who did this.
I happened to be in Portsmouth when the news of the Battle
of Jutland came. It seemed to have a sobering influence on the
sailors. I heard it remarked that three thousand men from this
depot alone perished in the fight, and that about one thousand
five hundred widows were left as the result of the battle and the
loss of the" Hampshire." This was certainly a severe visitation
on one town. There is much ungodliness in the naval ports, and
this is largely caused by the public-houses, which are open during
part of the Lord's Day; and it was a painful experience to see
them well patronised on the sacred day of rest. I was assured by
one of the men that the preaching of the Gospel was having some
effect, and although great results may not appear at present, in
due time the seed sown may bring forth abundance of fruit. The
promise is, "It shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it."
In London I visited many of the hospitals, and distributedTestaments among sonie of our wounded soldiers. For most part they were bright and cheerful, notwithstanding their severewounds and trying experiences. At times prayer was offered at
the bedside of the wounded.
In concluding this report, I may mention an impressive incident
relative to one of our Christian sailors. While travelling home
to Stornoway, after my period of service as Deputy was over, a man
spoke to me on the mail boat, and, in the course of conversation,
told me the particulars I !lOW mention. In.a certain town on the
east coast he often met a friend who was then serving on H.M.S.
Invincible, and in speaking of the War he maintained, in opposition to the sailor's view, that the Germans would never come out
to fight our ships. The sailor, shortly before the great sea battle,
remarked to him that they would, and very soon, too. "Our
ship," he further observed, "will be jiunk, and very few on board
will escape. For myself," he continued, "I can't say whtther I
shall escape or not, but one thing I am assured of, and that is, if
I go down, my soul shall be saved." His premonition was fulfilled,
the ill-fated Invincible being blown up soon after the battle commenced, and, of nearly 1000 men on board, only two or three
escaped, "he himself being in the number of those who sank
with her.
It would be well for our brave seamen to have their feet firmly
planted on the rock of salvation-Christ Jesus-like the one
referred to, who did his duty to the end, and then went to his
everlasting rest. May the Lord protect our sailors and soldiers
from every peril, and enrich them with His grace i-Yours, &c.,
D. M. MAcDoN ALD.

George Medway.

<Beotge metlwa\?:
OR THE STRIKING CONVERSION OF AN OLD PLOUGHMAN.

WHILE recently glancing over the pages of an old volume
of the Christian Treasury (1850), we came across, under
the title of" The Old Ploughman," the following interesting narrative of the conversion of a man who had passed the allotted
span of life, and had never crossed the door of church or chapel
for fifty years. Steeped in the deepest ignorance of all religious
matters, he was introduced into" a new world," as he termed it
himself, when his mind was spiritually enlightened in the knowledge
of the truth. The story first appeared in the pages of the Scottish
Congregational Magazine, as the Christian Treasury tells us, and
was published at a later date in tract form, as we may gather
from the Memoir of the late Professor John Duncan, LL.D.,
Edinburgh, written by the late Principal Brown, of Aberdeen. At
page 407 of this Memoir, the biographer gives a quotation from
Dr. Duncan in which he commends "Poor Joseph" and" George
Medway" as two of the best tracts he had ever seen. To not a
few of our readers this circumstance will give an added interest
to the otherwise striking narrative. The author was a Congregational minister, and the sketch was first published under the head
of" Ministerial Reminlscences."
In the year 1840, at a church meeting, along with several young
persons, and some in the middle of life, I received into fellowship
three old men, whose conversion to the faith of Christ had taken
place in the preceding part of the year, and who lived to adorn
that faith by the purity of their lives, and who are now, I doubt
not, amongst the spirits of the just made perfect. Of the history
and death of the eldest I will now present a brief sketch.
George Medway, who was a native of ,Shropshire, was born in
the year 1766, in a small cottage near the village of--. This
village, with its suburbs, contained a population of about 150
souls, and like most· in England, it consisted of two classes, the
upper, including the rector and the squire, and a few respectable
farmers, and the lower, including the agricultural labourers and
their families. In it there were a few good houses, but the rectory
was the most snug and tasteful, though not equal in size or in
splendour to the old baronial mansion. The rector and the
squire were the chief men of the parish - wealthy, but not
benevolent; great sportsmen, and very severe in punishing any
violation of the game laws. The rector did duty once on the
Sabbath; and as his stock of sermons, which were dry and
heartless essays, amounted only to fifty-four, one for the club feast,
one for Christmas day, and one for each Sabbath in the year, they
were read with undeviating regularity; his congregation growing
smaller by degrees, till the church was deserted by nearly all the
parishioners except the squire and his family, who usually graced
their stately pew with their presence, repeating with audible voice
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the solemn responses of the service. In this village there was no
Sabbath school for the instruction of the young, nor any benevolent
society to afford occasional relief to the sick and the aged; and
as no form of Methodism had obtruded itself amongst the people,
they were living quietly together as in a mausoleum of spiritual
death,
"'Without one cheerful beam of hope,
Or spark of glimm'ring day."

Here the old ploughman lived for upwards of seventy years.
When a young man, he was distinguished amongst his fellows for
his great strength, his fleetness in running, his dexterity in all the
rural sports of the village, and equally distinguished for his
profanity and habits of intemperance. He married about the age
of twenty-five, and had three children: one died when an infant,
another was a cripple, and the third, when a youth, went to reside
at B--, taking with him some of the worst principles and habits
of his father. George Medway, though a very depraved man, and
as ignorant of the religion of the Bible as though he 'had been
born in the wilds of America, was a good and a trustworthy
servant, and laboured in the same farm, though under different
masters, from the time he was able to ring a bell to frighten the
birds from the ripening corn, till he removed to B--, on
completing his seventy-first year. His domestic habits, in process
of time, became very orderly, going to and from his labour very
punctually; and on the Sabbath he spent the mornings at home,
and in the evenings he constantly visited the Hare and Hound,
to take his pipe and tankard of ale, often boasting that he had
not mis.sed one night for upwards of half a century.
At length, having buried his wife, and become too feeble to
follow the plough, and being unable to procure a lighter place of
work, he took his cripple child to the Union Workhouse, and
removed to B--, to live out the few remaining years of his life
with his son, who kept a public-house. At first, having free access
to the ale, he became intemperate, till his son very prudently
limited the quantity, and even this greatly impaired his mental
faculties, which had never been very strong, but which were now
contracting into the rigidity of petrified dulness and stupidity.
Thus passing from the quiet of a village where he knew every face,
to the hurry and bustle of a large manufacturing town where he knew
no one, he often wandered about alone, gazing on the novel sight
with as much apathetic indifference as we may imagine a draught
horse feels on being removed from the homestead to the wharf of
merchandise. One day when thus wandering, he turned into a
little pathway leading to a garden, and at the end of this pathway
he saw a cottage, and at the door of the cottage stood its inmate, a
very godly and zealous disciple of the Lord Jesus, who seeing a
stranger, and that stranger an old man like himself, he invited
him to walk in and take a seat. He did so; and being now
surrounded by shrubs and trees, which concealed the great town
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from his view, he began talking of the rural occupations and the
scenes of his early days with rekindled emotions of high gratification. John Dean, the inmate of the cottage, gave full scope to
the loquacity of his visitor, presuming that when he had gone to
the length of his mental tether, he would become quiet, and then
an opportunity would occur to introduce other and more important
subjects of remark, if not of conversation. This expectation was
soon realized; and he found an old man in his pre?ence who was
not only ignorant of all the facts and doctrines of the Bible, but
who did not appear to possess the faculty of understanding them
when presented in the simplest form of communication, or even
of listening with any degree of fixed attention to the statements
and explanations which were given. The only remark he made
was after a detailed account of the crucifixion of the Son of God:
"Methinks it was too bad to sarve Him so; they wouldn't do
so in Shropshire."
As he was leaving the cottage, Dean said to him, "You had
better come some evening and take a pipe with me; and then we
can have a good long chat." This invitation was given because
he knew there was a power connected with the truth as it is in
Jesus which could give expansion to this contracted intellect and
sensibility to this hard heart; and he also knew that that power
sometimes employs a feeble instrument as the means and the
medium of its own transmission. "We must pray to the Lord for
the poor old man," said Dean to his godly wife after he had left,
"and who can tell but faith and prayer may prevail, and we may
live to see him divinely quickened into the newness of life?" "It
will be," she replied, "a grand thing. And what a striking proof,
if it should take place, of the mighty power of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who can subdue all things to Himself."
The next evening he came attired in his bit of best, sat down,
took his pipe, and talked away with great rapidity and fluency
about the doings and occurrences of his past life: but after a
while, having exhausted his very scanty store of knowledge, he
sat in mute silence, a dull and unexcitable listener to all that was
said to him about Jesus Christ and the great salvation. Many
efforts were made by Dean and his wife to make him feel that
he was a sinner who needed a Saviour; but, like the echoes
returning on the rock that sends them forth, they produced not
the least impression. But still, though depressed, they did not
despair, as they knew the Divine Spirit, who new creates the soul,
can as easily give to the petrified intellect a capacity to understand
the truth, as He can give a susceptibility to the flinty heart to feel
its purifying and consolatory power.
At parting, Dean said to him, "I wish you would come next
Sabbath morning and go with me," which he engaged to do,
thinking it was to take a walk into the country. He was punctual
at the hour; and after resting a little preparatory to his expected
ramble, they took their staffs in their hands and set off. As they
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were walking up the pathway leading from the cottage, Dean said
in reply to a question, "I am not going into the country, but to
what your country people call a church, and I suppose you will
have no objection to go with me." "Why, as for that, I sha'n't
tell what to do, for I ,never go'ed to one but when I was married,
nearly fifty years agone last Easter Sunday." "You will have
nothing to do but sit still and hold your tongue, and just hearken
to what the minister says." "Part of that, methinks, is easy
enough, as I shall soon be off to sleep, if I be to sit still and do
nothing." I happened to be in the pulpit when Dean walked
up the aisle, followed by his rustic companion, whose simple
appearance, and almost ludicrous stare, as his eyes rolled over the
congregation, seized my attention. As this was the morning when
I had to administer the Lord's Supper, I preached, as my custom
was on such occasions, on the design of the death of Christ, and
on the obligation of its commemoration. Now and then during
the sermon, my eyes turned towards the pew in which he was
sitting; and I was more than once very forcibly struck with the
singularity of his attitude and appearance. He sat motionless,
with his hands holding the little book shelf in the inside front of
the pew, with his mouth wide open, looking 'at me with a fixedness
and intensity of look, as though he had never previously behelLi
the form of. man. When this part of the service was over, the
congregation withdrew, * leaving the members of the church to
engage in the solemn act of commemorating the great event of
the death of the Son of God in behalf of sinful and worthless man.
On descending the pulpit stairs, I accidentally saw a slight
coniusi'Jn in the pew in which he was sitting, which somewhat
disconcerted my feelings, as' I knew not the cause of it; but I
subsequently ascertained that it was occasioned by his positively
refusing to go away when the congregation withdrew. His first
remark rather astonished his friend Dean, especially as he uttered
it in a very firm and rather loud tone-" I am in a new world;
and I sha'n't go till you go; and I shall do as you do:" What to
do John Dean knew not, as he was unwilling to let him remain,
and equally unwilling to force him away; but at length he resolved
to leave him to act for himself.
He now resumed his seat, and sat speechless. His countenance
assumed a more intelligent aspect; his features relaxed from the
stern hardness of dull stupidity to the expression of a tranquil
tenderness of emotion; and the tear was seen to fall from his eye.
He took the bread, and ate it; and he took the wine also, and
drank it; many eyes were directed towards him; and could the
veil which conceals the invisible world have been drawn aside, and
had the faculty of vision been rendered capabie of seeing the
angels of God, and the faculty of hearing rendered capable of
hearing their many voices blended in the harmony of praise, we
* This is the usual practice among Congregationalists.
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George Medway. should have seen them, and heard them rejoicing over this poor
old man brought to repentance. When the plate was handed to
the pew, for the offerings of the church in behalf of its poor
members, without any suggestion from his friend he put in his
penny-all that he had-along with the other contributors. On
walking away he walked some distance in silence. At length he
broke silence by repeating his first startling utterance: "I'm in a
new WOrld; yes, I be in a new world." This he repeated again
and again as they passed along to their home, apparently insensible
to every interrog.ltion or allusive remark which his friend
uttered.
On entering his son's house he excited no small degree of
alarm, by saying to his son, and some of the neighbours who were
sitting in the tap-room, "I have been and heard a man who has
taken me into a new world; you must all go with me and Mr.
Dean to-night. It is a main wonderful world." He called on his
friend Dean in the early part of the afternoon, and took tea with
him, and then accompanied him to the evening s~rvice. The
text was taken from Luke xv. 2: "This man receiveth sinners,
and eateth with them." I saw him as I read the text, and his eye
told the tale of the wondrous effect of the morning's discourse, as
it let fall more than one tear-the tear of penitential joy. The
following passage produced a powerful impression, judging from
the quick relaxation and rapid changes of his long set and almost
petrified features. "Yes, my brethren, Jesus Christ is able and
willing to save the chief of sinners; those who have gone to the
greatest length in wickedness, rendering themselves offensive to
others of a less depraved order. In confirmation of the truth of
this assertion, I will refer your attention to some of the recorded
facts of His history, which will tell you what He has done. There
is Zaccheus, who grew rich by the crimes of oppression and
extortion; there is the dying thief, a robber and a murderer; there
are the sinners of Jerusalem, who imbued their hands in the
blood of His life, and who derided and insulted Him when in the
agonies of death; there is Saul of Tarsus, the chief persecntor of
his age; and there are some of the citizens of Corinth, who were
guilty of the most flagrant crimes; though the eye of Omniscience
could not find out more depraved and atrocious sinners on the
face of the earth, yet they were forgiven, and renewed, and
sanctified, and are now mingling their praises with the spirits of
the redeemed before the throne. And Jesus Christ is the same
now as when He saved these men from the gall of bitterness and
the bond of iniquity: the same in power, and the same in
compassion-elevation to the throne of glory having produced no
change in His disposition towards fallen humanity. And are not
some of you, my brethren, living witnesses of the truth of this
assertion? Have you not gone with the. multitude doing evil,
surpassing many in the number and aggravation of your sins?
Do you not even now tremble when you look back on that moral
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precipice on which you once stood with careless indifference?
Can you retrace your moral history without being stung with
remorse, and overpowered with shame and contrition? Is any
language too strong to describe your guilt and your depravity?
Will you object to own that you have taken rank with the chief
of sinners? And yet through the exceeding riches of divine grace
you hoped to be saved, even as others."
Having expressed an earnest desire to be introduced to me on the
following evening, as I sat in my vestry musing on the grand and
awful realities disclosed by the Bible, he entered, preceded by his
friend Dean. I at once recognised him, and rose, offering him
my hand, For a few moments there was obvious embarrassment,
which I endeavoured to relieve, but still he was embarrassed; he
looked on me with great benignity of expression, and his eye
spoke the deep upliftings of his soul at this crisis in the history of
its new creation, but he remained silent, the power of utterance
was suspended. I avoided, in the few remarks I made, all allusion
to mental excitement, adverting very casually and briefly to the
scenes of his early life; and be very soon recovered himself, and
s1id, in a firm tone, "I am now, sir, in a new world. I'll tell you
what I mean. I know I am in the old world; but what you said
yesterday morning has led my heart into a new world, and my
heart, not my eyes, sees wonderful things."
I knew his meaning, and therefore sustained tbe conversation
without breaking up by interrogation the form of expression which
was probably the most correct embodiment of his thoughts which
he could construct.
" And what have you seen in this new world?"
" I have seen myself a sinner. I have lived near seventy years
sinning against God, and didn't know it till yesterday morning."
" What sins have you committed?"
" A power of sins, I've been a great sinner. Why, sir, I didn't
love God nor fear Him. I didn't know nothing about Him till
yesterday morning."
"What else have you seen in the new world?"
"I have seen Jesus Christ. 0 how kind to come down from
heaven and die for us! This is new to me-it is wonderful."
"What made you stay and take the bread and the wine
yesterday morning?"
" Why, sir, you said all should do it who loyed Jesus Christ.
I felt I loved Him. Yes, my heart told me so. It has been
telling me so ever since.. It tells me so now. I can't speak His
name, but I feel I love Him. I 'can't think about any thing else
very well. If I think of any thing else, my heart gets dull and
cold; but when I tbink about Jesus Christ it gets young again."
" But why do you love Jesus Christ?"
" Because He com'd down from heaven, and died on the cross.
I don't know how to make out very well what I mean. But I
think Jesus Christ will save me. This makes me love Him. I
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feet a great change here," putting his hand over his heart. " I
can't tell it, but it is something rea1."
" Are you quite sure that you feel a real change of heart?"
"Why, if there be no change in my heart, where do my fresh
thoughts and feelings come from? I never had none such till
yesterday morning. I don't know much now; but I wouldn't be
again such a poor old ignorant sinner I was before yesterday
morning for all the lands and houses in our village, or all the
parish."
" I 'hope your change is real, and that it will prove a lasting
change."
"I hope so: I should cry a power of tears if I thought I should
be changed bJck again. The Lord save me from that! "
"Then you must thank Him for making this great change in
you,' and pray to Him to make the change a lasting one."
"I do. I'm sure I do. I cried hundreds of tears last night
when I was in bed, and they be such tears as I never cried before.
Tcars of heart sorrow, and heart gladness."
"You hope to be saved?"
" I do, and am main thankful for it."
"But how do you expect to be saved?"
" Why, just h0w you told yesterday morning. By Christ, and
by nothing else. I should not like another Saviour, because He
was so good as to die for us. How wonderful! I' never heard
any thing like it before. I wish I had heard that blessed sermon
fifty years agone."
I was much pleased with the artless and guileless simplicity of
the old man, who, though unable to describe in appropriate
language the great change through which he was now passingfrom a state of spiritual death to newness of life-said enough to
satisfy me, and ultimately the whole church, that he was become
a new creature in Christ Jesus; and, as such, we received him
into fellowship with us.
After his admission into the church, he formed an intimacy with
several of his fellow-members, who treated him with great kindness:
and such was his attachment to public worship, that he allowed
neither the heat of summer nor the frosts or snows of winter to
prevent his regular and punctual attendance. But it was when
singing the praises of the Lord that he was most powerfully
excited, having a passion for music, and a strong melodious voice,
not much injured by the desolating havoc of age. No descriptive
language can do justice to his appearance when thus engaged,
especially on one occasion when the congregation was singing the
following verse of a favourite hymn : "Lo, the great High Priest ascended,
Pleads the merit of His blood:
Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude;
None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good."
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He stood erect, with his hands resting on the pew, and his eyes
closed, yet allowing the tear of penitential joy to steal silently out
and trickle quietly down his deep furrowed cheek; and when the
last stanza of the verse, "None but Jesus can do helpless sinners
good," was repeated in full chorus, he caught the inspiration of
the hallowed fact, his countenance indicating by its varying
expression the deep feeling of his soul as he raised and mingled
his loud and sonorous notes with the harmony of the great'
congregation.
My numerous engagements had prevented me from h.aving any
conversation with him for many months; wht n, feeling anxious
to ascertain what progress he had made in knowledge and in
grace, I met him by appointment at John Dean's cottage. He
was still the same man as when I first saw him, but he looked at
least ten years younger, his voice was firmer, his eyes brighter,
and he was now capable of sustaining a lengthened conversation
with a degree of ease and facility of expression which astonished me.
"I suppose you would not like to go back to your native village
and live as you used to do? "
" Why, sir, methinks no happy spirit would like to come out of
heaven to live on earth again."
"You often think of how you used to live."
"I think of it with sadness and horror. But I know'd no
better then. What a mercy that I was not taken for death when
my poor wife died! "
" What thoughts had you of God? "
"I didn't think about Him much; uut when I did, I thought
He was a ,great mighty Being, who never cared nothing at all
about what we said or did."
" Had you any idea of your soul, or its immortality?"
"Why, sir, I was always puzzled about it. Sometimes I thought
that very wicked people went to hell when they died, especially
the rich."
"Had you never any fears about going to hell?"
"No, never. My common thoughts were, that when I died
there would be an end of me; just the same as with the sheep or
the horse."
"You believe there is a change in you now, and one for the better?"
"0 yes, the Lord be praised! I know'd there was a ch.ange in
me when I was in your vestry the night after I heard that blessed
sermon; but I know it better now. I now find it lasts with me;
but then I fear'd it wouldn't. If I had known fifty years agone what
I know now, i't would have been a good thing for me. I should
have been all that long time a power happier in my soul. I wish
my poor wife had lived to see this day."
"To whom do you ascribe the great change that has been
produced in you?"
"Yes, it is a great change, like changing a flint stone into
bread, or a bog into a garden. The Bible calls it, being called
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out of darkness into marvellous light. This is a faithful account
of it. Darkness, I take, means ignorance, and light, I take, means
knowledge. I have come from one state to another, and nobody
can make me think otherwise. Why, if a blind man sees the sun,
he must know that his eyes be opened."
"Very true, but who produced the change which you say you
have felt?"
.
" At first I thought it was you, because I felt it when you were
preaching that blessed sermon. But now I know better. Now I
know that it is the Lord that gives light to the understanding and
grace to the heart. And, praised be His name, I can now say,
what Paul said, 'By the grace of God I am what I am.'"
"You have felt a great change, but do you feel perfect; or do
you feel that your heart is still wicked?"
"0, sir! there is a power of sin in my heart. The fallow is
ploughed up, but it is not cleared yet. And this puzzles me. I
pray the Lord to make me holy, but He hasn't done it yet. But
I had great comfort when Master Dean read to me the seventh
chapter of the Romans. I thought when he was reading, that the
writer of that chapter felt that he had a wicked heart, as I often
feel that I have one."
"I suppose -you believe that He who has begun the good work
in you will carry it on, and bring it to perfection?"
"Yes, if you mind, sir, you proved that, when you preached a
sermon 'tother Sabbath from the gladsome works of Paul. I got
them on my heart the next day. 'Being confident of this very
thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you, will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ'" (Phi!. i. 6).
" Do you remember any illustrations which I brought forward
to show the reasonableness of our expecting that the Author of
the good work of grace will complete it? "
"Yes, sir, you said that a wise builder, when he has put in the
foundation, and carried up the house a 'story or two, will not leave
off, and let it tumble to ruins, when he wants to use it. No, he'll
go on till he has finished it. And so I hope the Lord will finish
the good work He has begun in my sou!. It is wonderful. I
sometimes think about it till I get so puzzled that I have to go a
walk to get my thoughts back; and then my heart gets warm with
.
gratitude to Him for His great kindness."
" I suppose you sometimes long to' have the good work brought
to perfection?"
, "Now, sir, on this point I'm a bit disappointed. I thought at
first, when I felt the change, that I should soon get free from sin.
But now I find, from reading the Bible, and from Master Dean's
talking to me, that I sha'n't get free from sin till I get to heaven.
The sermon you preached last Sabbath morning brought a power
of comfort to my soul; I got the text on my heart and don't think
it will e'er get off-' We shall be like him, for we shall see him
as he is.' How wonderful! To see Jesus Christ in His glory so
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soon as we be dead, and to be like Him! I should like that
hour to come."
- I was much gratified at this interview, and somewhat surprised
to find the rapid progress he had made in learning to read. At
the age of seventy-two he could not tell a letter, but now he could
make out, with a little help, several chapters in John's gospel, and
some other parts of the Bible. The 23rd and lo3rd psalms
greatly delighted him. In addition to the regular time he devoted
to his studies, every Monday morning he went to the cottage, and
got his friend, J olln Dean, to help him to read the texts of the
preceding Sabbath; and he put many of them upon his memory,
which soon acquired such an extraordinary power of recollection
that he could repeat many verses, and relate the leading particulars
of some of the more striking and interesting narratives of the Bible.
He came into my vestry one evening, and said, "I can't, sir,
do much to serve Jesus Christ and His cause, as I'm old and
poor; but I should like to do what I can, as the woman did you
told us about on Sabbath. I'm thinking as how I could get rid
of some tracts among the boatmen that come to my son's taproom. And perhaps the Lord may bless the reading of them to
the conversion of some poor sinner, as old and as ignorant as I
was once. If He should, I shall have a power of heart gladness."
In addition to his labour of tract distribution, he became a
visitor of the sick; and from the devotion of his spirit, and the
humble simplicity of his manners, he was always welcome in the
chamber of affliction and death. On one occasion, when calling
to see a mem ber of the church who was dangerously ill, I found
ihe old ploughman was with him, and, stepping up the stairs very
cautiously, I had the satisfaction of hearing him in prayer. I
could not catch every sentence of his prayer, but I heard the
following confessions and petitions ; "0 Lord, by nature we be poor, and wicked, and ignorant
sinners. 0 Lord, we don't know ourselves. We don't know Thee.
We don't know Jesus Christ."
"0 Lord, we were once under a sentence of death, but we
didn't know it. Pardon all our wickedness, and all our sins, for
Christ's sake."
"0 blessed Jesus, we thank Thee for living for us. We thank
Thee for dying for us. We thank Thee for living again for us.
We come to Thee for rest of soul; and we come to Thee for
eternal life."
"0 blessed Jesus, look upon our dying brother. Comfort his
heart. Keep away the great enemy. Come and meet him on his
way to Thy kingdom. May he soon see Thee, and be like Thee!"
"0 Lord, save me, a poor old sinner, who lived for threescore
years and ten, and didn't love Thee, nor pray to Thee. Make
me fit for heaven, and take me there when I go out of this world
of sin and sorrow."
"0 blessed Jesus, we bless Thee for going to get a place in

George Medway.
heaven ready for us, that we may have a good home when we are
taken out of this world of sin and sorrow."
After pursuing the noiseless tenor of his way for about the space
of five years, growing in knowledge and in grace, develop;ng his
deportment in -the great, and good, and lovely principles of the
Christian faith, and highly esteemed by those of his brethren who
knew him, his natural strength began to decline, and other
symptoms indicated the approach of his latter end. I visited him
during his confinement, and was much pleased, by finding him
patient and resigned, anticipating, with subdued eagerness, his
entrance into the kingdom of heaven.
" Are you suffering much?"
"Yes, sir, my sufferings be great, hut not so great as the
sufferings which my dear Saviour suffered for me. When He was
suffering for me He was forsaken, but the Lord does not forsake
me. He was on a cross, but I be on a good bed. He was
mocked when dying by the wicked, but all speak kindly to me."
"You are not afraid to die?"
"Why should I be? I got upon my heart yesterday this
blessed verse, I Because I live, ye shall live also.' Oh, I long to
see my ,dear Saviour, and be like Him, and with Him for ever! "
"Then you have no doubt of going to heaven?"
"Why should I, when Jesus Christ says, 'H,m that cometh to
meI will in no wise cast out? ,,,
"Then you consider heaven as your future home?"
"Yes, sir, I do, and I believe my dear Saviour is waiting to
receive me. This comforts my heart."
He was confined to his room during the whole of the winter,
but in the spring he rallied, and recovered his usual flow of
spirits; and as the summer advanced, he resumed his attendance
on public worship, which he designated" the gate of heaven to his
soul." The last time I saw him was when administering the
Lord's Supper; his countenance indicated great intensity of
emotion, and after taking the cup the tear of penitential joy was
again visible. My eye followed him as he walked down the aisle
with his friend, John Dean, and had I then known that I should
see his face no more, I would have stepped after him, and, bidding
him farewell, I would have offered him my congratulations on the
grand issue of his faith, now so near its consummation. In the
course of the following week, I abruptly heard of his death, which
deeply affected me j and, on inquiry, I found he died suddenly
and alone, being found dead by his relatives when they arose in
the morning.
.
"I didn't suppose," said John Dean, "that he would leave us
so suddenly; though we have thought lately that he woula not
stay with us much longer, his common conversation was so much
about heaven and heavenly things. When looking on a field of
wheat we had both looked at the week before, he said, in allusion
to a remark he heard from the pulpit on the preceding Sabbath,
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, If we did but get flpe for heaven as fast as this bit of wheat has
ripened for the reapers since a week agone, we should very soon
be meet for the inheritance of the saints in light.' Having touched
on this subject, which had been for some weeks his favourite
theme of conversation, he exclaimed with great animation of voice,
and look, and action, '0 what a wonderful world heaven must
be !~how I long to get there !~how I long to see my blessed
how I long to bolY down on my
Saviour, and get like Him!
knees to worship Him! how I long to sing His praises! What
grand harmony there! What a power of voices to sing His honour
and glory! -and they will sing for ever! 0, if I had never left
the country to live here, I should never know'd nothing about these
grand and glorious things! What a mercy! the Lord be praised! '"
" His conversion, sir," said Mrs. Dean, as I was rising to leave
the cottage, "is a grand proof of the power of'the Lord Jesus over
the stupid intellect and the stubborn heart of man; and it is a
grand display of tbe exceeding riches of His grace, in the salvation
of another of the chief of sinners. A joyous day for the angels
when he heard the first sermon at the chapel."
With what rapidity did George Medway pass through a series
of wonderful changes within the space of a few years! At the
age of seventy-two he had never seen a Bible, knew not a letter
- of the alphabet, and was ignorant of all the facts of the Christian
revelation, consenting to be led to a place of worship with no
other expectation than merely enjoying a nap of sleep; and yet
when there, his attention is riveted to the lips of the preacher, he
hears the truth and understands it, feels its renovating power, and
comes forth before the eye of the world a new creature in Christ
Jesus. In his case there was no progressive training, no reiterated
efforts to illumine his dark mind, no repetition of ingenious
experiments to rouse up some latent faculty of intellectualism and
moral sensibility; his spirit broke out of the prison-house of its
long confinement by one thrus~ of its newly-acquired power-comes at once into open space-sees the great and grand facts of
a spiritual system of faith as clearly as though he had completed
a long initiatory term under the most able professors~and
instantaneously recognises his obligations to obey the laws of
Jesus Christ, of which he had previously no knowledge. This
does not turn out to be a day-dream-a passing illusion~a mere
moral ignis fatuuS". appearing and disappearing by some unknown
power of spiritual enchantment; but a positive and palpable
reality, confirmed by a considerable amount of mental improvement, and a life of practical devotedness to the service of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
The sceptic, who has never fairly examined the Christian
system, which makes ample provision for the appearance of such
a moral phenomenon, may look on such a fact as this with as
much indifference as a clown would look on a new comet; and
might imagine that he had discovered the cause of it, in the
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strange magic power of enthusiastic fanaticism; but no man who
takes a deep interest in phenomena, whether physical or moral,
will feel at liberty to stop in his investigations till he has arrived
at something like an adequate cause of its existence. To suppose
that the old man effected this great change which took place in
his mind and in his character would be absurd. And it would be
equally absurd to refer it to the mere agency which was employed
in its production, because there was wanting both the intellectual
capacity and moral sensibility for that agency to act on. To what
other cause can it be referable, but to the intervention of a divine
power, rendering the preaching of the gospel effectual to the
recovery of the fallen spirit of this old man from the dominion of
ignorance and of sin, prep1ratory to his final salvation?
EXTRACT FROM JOHN FOSTER'S ESSAY ON EVILS OF
POPULAR IGNORANCE.

"We cannot close this su bject without adverting to a phenomenon
as admirable, as, unhappily, it is rare, and which the observers
may, if they choose, go round the whole circle of their philosophy,
and begin again, to find any adequate cause other than the most
immediate agency of the almighty Spirit. Here and there an
instance occurs, to the delight pf the Christian philanthropist, of
a person brought up in utter ignorance and barbarian rudeness,
and so continuing till late, sometimes very late in life, and then
at last, after such a length of time and habit has completed its
petrifying effect, suddenly seized upon by a mysterious power, and
taken with an alarming and irresistible force out of the dark hold
in which the spirit has lain impris0ned and torpid, into the sphere
of thought and feeling.
"Occasion is taken of adverting to such facts, not so much for
the purpose of magnifying the nature, as simply exhibiting the
effect, of an influence that can breathe with such power on the
obtuse intellectual faculties, which it appears, in the most signal
of these instances, almost to create anew. It is exceedingly
striking to observe how tne contracted and rigid soul seems to
soften, and grow warm, and expand, and quiver with life. With
the new energy infused, it painfully struggles to work itself into
freedom from the wretched contortion in which it has so long
been fixed, as by the impressed spell of some infernal magic. It
is seen filled with a distressed and indignant emotion at its own
ignorance; actuated with a resistless earnestness to be informed;
acquiring an unwonted pliancy to its faculties of thought; attaining
a perception, combined with intelligence and moral sensibility, to
which numerous things are becoming discernible and affecting
that were as non-existent before. It is not in the very extreme
strength of their import that we employ such terms of description;
the malice of irreligion may easily force them into poetical excess;
but we have known instances in which the change, the intellectual
change, has been so conspicuous within a brief space of time, that
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even an infidel observer must have forfeited all claim to be
esteemed a man of sense, if he would not acknowledge-' This
that you call divine grace, whatever it may really be, is the strangest
awakener of the faculties after all.' And, to a devout man, it is a
spectacle of most enchanting beauty, thus to see the immortal
plant, which has been under a malignant blast while sixty or
seventy years have passed over it, coming out at length in the
bloom of life."

1RNes of
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(Continued from vol. xxi., page 14$.)
JOHN GRANT.

When _the Rev. Finlay Cook came first to Caithness, he went
to see John Grant. When he entered the house, John asked,
"What man is this?" He was told that it was the minister.
"Aye, aye," said John, "the minister!" and with this word be put
on his cloak and went out, saying, "I'll soon know what sort of a
man he is." Mr. Cook got afraid, and asked a drink. However,
John soon came in (evidently from prayer) and said, "The
minister is a gracious man, but as the Lord's anger is against this
generation, they will not get much good of him." Possibly this
proved true in a comparative degree, but still the' fact remains
that a large number of persons had good reason to bless the day
that they heard the Gospel, with power, from Mr. Cook's lips.
John Grant was a separatist. from the Church of Scotland in his
day-an attitude for which there was some small degree of
justification owing to the presence of Moderatism, though that
Church was vastly better then than it is at the present time.
In those ancient days, the worship was almost everywhere
scriptural, and the Gospel was preached with purity and power by
riot a few able ministers of the New Testament. Still, John Grant
was a separatist on account of the" Moderate" elements, and the
apparent condoning of them by those whom he judged knew.
better. It suited his position therefore sometimes to take the
more mystical view of certain passages of Scripture. A story is
told of a woman who was one day going to his meeting when one
of the elders of the Church met her, and said, "vV'oman, what
puts you away from' the gates of Zion ' to these by-corners?" It
is not stated what answer she gave, if any. She went on to the
meeting. John had begun the service, and was explaining a
Psalm or some portion of the Word, where" the gates of Zion "
were mentioned. He said that the gates of Zion were the wounds
of Christ, which interpretation, coming at the moment, no doubt
greatly comforted the woman.
It em bodies otherwise a valuable spiritual truth. It is through
Christ's wounds, as gates,. that Zion-the living people of Godenter by faith into peace, and fellowship with the Redeemer.
(To be continued')

Lance-Corpl. Angus Ca ttanach, Kingussie.
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'JLance===(!orpl. Rngua (!attanacb, 1kingusaie.
writer of the letter that follows was a grandson of the late
T HEeminently
pious man, Alexander Cattanach, who was well
known to the Lord's people in several places in the north. Angus
Cattanach's father died many years since, leaving his widow with
three young boys to care and provide for. The letter shows the
son's appreciation of the manner in which she performed her duty.
Angus Cattanach came to Glasgow several years ago, and was a
very regular hearer in St. J ude's. In August, 1915, he joined the
army, and after being about three months in training at Inverness
was sent to France at the beginning of November. All his letters
since revealed a mind deeply exercised in the great concerns of his
interest in Christ and prospects for eternity. He was wonderfully
preserved in the midst of deaths often, until the 23rd day of last
July. That day he fell in action on the Somme. This letter was
found in hi5 pocket, addressed by his own hand to his mother.
vVe offer our sincerest sympathy to his poor mother and two
N. C.
brothers, and also to all other friends.
"Friday, 21st !uly, 1916.

MvDEAREST MOTHER,·-I.t is with tears in my eyes that I
commence to pencil this note, realising that owing to the uncertainty of time and that which is ahead of us on the morrow, there
is the probability that I may not see you again in time. Oh!
may God grant if it is His will that I should fall that we may meet
at the Great Assembly at His right hand, arrayed in the spotless
garment of Immanuel's righteousness. That is what should be
my chief concern now, but I have to confess, alas, my proneness
to be more concerned with the things of time. Oh, that He
would make me truly penitent-that I might have that repentance
which needeth not to be repented of.
Dear mother, I am going forward into the uncertainty of tomorrow, desiring to put my trust for time and eternity upon Christ
who is the alone sure foundation: praying that, not for any
merits in me, for' I am of all creatures the most miserable,' but
for His own name's sake, He would take saving dealings with me
. and deliver me from this body of sin and death; that He would
make me a fit subject for the kingdom of glory.. Oh, if that be
in accordance with His blessed will, may He answer your prayers
and that of all the kind friends, that He would be with me and
cover my head in the day of battle and keep me from all harm
and bring me through in safety the terrible ordeal through which
I am likely to pass. What I ask for myself-oh, how selfish
we are !-I would desire grace to seek at all times that it might
be the portion of all who are with me. Oh, that He would pour
out a spirit of repentance upon us, that we as a Company, a Battalion, a Brigade, a Division (and. Divisions all over), would confess
our great transgressions and seek even at the eleventh hour His
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forgiveness and His help, rather there would be success upon
success attending our efforts. As for myself, may He help me to
go forward, having no great reliance on man or his weapons of
destruction, but having my whole conjidence in the' God of battles.'
'If God be for me, what need I care though thousands ten should
round encompass me. ?'
I have been reading now and for some time in Psalms 32 and
9 1, and 94,9, 17,20, 23, 27, 34,46,' 51,62, 103, 121, 140, from
particular verses (which are marked in my 'Pocket Selected Psalm
Book), in each of which, if I am not deceived, I hope I derive
ground for hope and confidence in the saving mercy of God.
My battle cry will be that of the godly of Old Testament times
- ' The Sword of the Lord and Gideon.' (Into Thy hand, 0 God,
do I commit all my concerns. Remember my beloved mother.
Spare, strengthen and help her to endure whatsoever in Thine
all-seeing providence Thou mayest have in store for her. I thank
Thee now for the greatest of all temporal and human gifts, a godly
. mother. Hear her prayers on behalf of us, her unworthy children,
and may we turn unto Thee while we are still on mercy's ground
and in the place of hope. If it be Thy blessed will, 0 God, take
me back in safety to see and enjoy the fellowship of my dear
mother, and grant that at all times I may do and act according to
the godly example which she has set before me. Hitherto, 0
Lord, Thou hast helped me. Continue Thy favour, fOf Christ's
sake, towards me and carry me through this battle, covering me
under Thy wings if it be Thy blessed will.)
,
Now, dear mother, my thoughts are and will be with you and
all the dear friends. If I die in a foreign country, I will seek to do
so, trusting in the merits of Jesus that we may meet again' Oll
that bright shore' where sin and sorrow and pain will be unknown.
God have mercy on us all. Good-bye! mother, Alick and
Ewen. Love, from Angus .
. ' In God have I put my trust, I will not fear what man can do
unto me.' , Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the
shadow of Thy wings.' 'Some trust in chariots and some in
horses, but we will remember the name of the Lord our God.'
All my belongings and what may fall to me, will be my mother's
property.
(Signed)
A. M. CATTANACH."
IT is better to be a melancholy saint than a mad sinner. If
saints have doubts, fears, and groans, they have sufficient joys in
and at the end of their way to overbalance them. Though sin
live in them it cannot reign, nor they live in it. The more they
are acquainted with themselves, the more readily will they prefer
their neighbours; and while they live like saints they will pray
like sinners. Their sins can never triumph, their graces never
die, nor their souls ever be lost or separated from the love of
Christ. I Satan can as. soon pluck Christ out of heaven as pull
Him out of His throne in a believer's heart.-John Brown.

The late John ,Mackenzie, Balnain, Dingwall.

~be
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late 30bn Macken3ie, :fl3alnain,
1Dingwall.

breach was
A NOTHER
Dingwall congregation

made among the godly of the
in the removal by death of Mr.
John Mackenzie, Balnain.
He died on the 12th July last,
and was interred in the burying ground of Fodderty the following
Saturday.
Mr. Mackenzie's father, who was a godly man, belonged to
Kirkhill, and had the privilege of sitting under the ministry of the
Frasers, of whom there was a succession of godly ministers. I
knew the last of them myself. We' were co-presbyters in the
Presbytery of Inverness when I was at Moy. Though considered
a godly man, he did not come up to the" first three." In course
of time Mr. Mackenzie's father removed from Kirkhill and took a
farm in the vicinity of DingwalL He' was an elder in the Free
Church congregation of Dingwall in Dr. Kennedy's time. His son,
the subject of this sketch, was a precentor in the congregation,
and Dr. Kennedy had great regard for him as a godly young man.
In 1893, when we took up a separate position in defence of the
truth, Mr. Mackenzie, without the least hesitation, joined us, and
continued with us until the time of his death, Mr. Mackenzie
had no sympathy with, and no respect for, the ministers that did
not stand for the truth when the time of trial came, and he pitied
the people that followed them, and often spoke feelingly of the
danger to their precious souls in forsaking the truth and following
error. For years he was a worthy elder in our congregation. He
was not, on account of his humility, ambitious for office in the
Church, but, as he saw the cause needing it, he willingly accepted
of the office.
He was repeatedly a Presbytery elder, and
attended the meetings of Presbytery as often as his bealth permitted. Though a considerable distance from the church, he was
regular in his attendance on the public means of grace, On
account of the distance' he did not come to the church on
Sabbath evenin~s, but was serviceable to the cause at home at
these times, inasmuch as he conducted a Sabbath School for the
benefit of his own family and the young of his servant men.
Mr. Mackenzie was not only a fine specimen of a Christian, but
he was a man of integrity and honesty in all his dealings with his
fellow creatures. He had great regard and admiration for Dr.
Kennedy, but not greater than the Doctor deserved. He constantly spoke about him, and often repeated to others what he
heard from the pulpit from the lips of the great preacher.
For years before his end he was in failing health. The last
time I saw him in his own house, shortly before his death, he was
in a heavenly frame of mind, though suffering much bodily pain,
and he was longing to depart and be "with Christ, which is far
better." He got his desire, and he is now away from our midst.
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We miss him very much, not only on account of his personal
piety, but also on account of the help he rendered in conducting
the Sabbath services, along with others, in the absence of the
minister. He was unwilling to take the lead, as he preferred
others to himself, but he took a share of the work. He was an
educated man, and prayed as freely in Englisp as in Gaelic. He
was a man of prayer. At the time of the train disaster near
Carrbridge he had a narrow escape, being in that train on his way
from Edinburgh. As if he had anticipated some danger on the
way, he prayed most earnestly before he left Edinburgh that the
Lord would bring him home in safety. The carriage, behind that
in which he was travelling, fell into the river when the bridge was·
carried away by the flood, but he got home safely, while several
others on the same train lost their lives. He considered this as
an answer to prayer. He prayed, not only for himself and his
family, but also for the coming of Christ's Kingdom, and His
cause in the world, and for the nation. He often lamented the
sins of the nation, by which God was provoked tQ begin His work
of judgment in the present awful War.
We extend our sympathy to his widow and family and other
relatives, and pray that they all may follow his teaching by precept
and example.
D. MAcF.

:fl3rief

~bituaries.

Editor cif the" Gospel
Magazine," and tile "English Churchman."

REV. JAMES ORMISTON, BRISTOL,

desire
express our sincere regret at the death of the
W E Rev.
James Ormiston, Rector of St. Mary.le-Port Church,
lO

Bristol, and Editor of the Gospel Magazine, and English Church·
man. Mr. Ormiston was between seventy and eighty years of age.
As a minister of the Gospel, and· editor of these periodicals, he
showed himself an earnest opponent of Ritualism, and of modern
departures from "the faith" in general, as well as a constant
advocate of fundamental gospel truth. His spiritual articles
in the Gospel Magazine and English Churchman were much
appreciated by many who know the truth in its saving power upon
the heart. Mr. Ormiston was a man of decided piety and deep
spirituality, and served his own generation well to a ripe old age.
His death causes a loss to the ranks of Christ's witnesses on
earth.
MISS ABBOTT, LONDON.

We regret to record this month the death of Miss Abbott, whose
name is well known to friends of the London Mission. The
deceased, who was forty-five years of age, was for many years a
complete invalid, suffering from great weakness, but she bore
her trouble with no ordinary degree of Christian patience and

Sgeul loselph.
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meekness. Her case was a remarkable example of' the trial and
triumph of faith" in the midst of much tribulation. Though in
humble circumstances, she possessed superior powers of mind.
The Lord's kind providence was seen in the wonderful way in
which all her temporal wants were provided for to the end,
through the considerate sympathy of friends in various parts of
England and Scotland. Miss Abbott passed away on the 6th
October. " Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."

Sgeul 30Beipb.
duine bochd ann am baile Lunnnin, do 'm b' ainm
B HAJ oseph,
leth-amadan, a b' abhaist bhi ruith air ghnothaichibh agus ag giulan eallaichean feadha' bhaile. Ut do Joseph
ag gabhail na sraide, agus pocan snatha air a ghualainn, thachair
dha bhi dol seachad air eaglais ; .cluinnear sailm 'g an seinn, agus
rachar asteach a dh' fheuchainn ciod a chitheadh no chluinneadh
e. Chunnaic e ministeir 's a' Chrannaig, agus co 'thional de dh'
uaislibh, mramach uigheamail 'n an suidheadh 'n a fhochair.
Sheall gach fear is te a dh' fhaicinn an duine bochd luideagaich
a thainig a steach air an dorus: ach dh' amhairc, J oseph gu geur
air a' mhinisteir, ag eisdeachd ciod a theireadh e. B'e 'n ceann
teagaisg a leugh e na briathra brioghmhor blasda ta an, 1 Tim.
i. 15, "Is fior an radh so, agus is fiu e air gach aon chor gabhail
ris, gun d'thainig Iosa Criosd do'n t-saoghal a thearnadh pheacach,
d'am mise an ceud fhear." Shearmonaich am ministeir, gu glan
soilleir, fior theagasg an t·Soisgeil, mar a rinn na h-Abstoil 0
shean, a taisbeanadh gu bheil slainte shiorruidh ann do na
peacaich a's graineile, tre thoillteanas Iosa Criosd amhain, neach
is e an Dia mor a rinn na h-uile nithe. "Cha n iomadh duine
glic a thaobh na feola, cha n iomadh duine urramach, a ta air a
ghairm," mar a deir an t-Abstol, "ach roghnaich Dia nithe
amaideach an t-saoghail so, chum gu n cuireadh e nair air na
daoini bh glic" (I Cor. i. 26, 27).
An uair a bha na h-uaislean ag cluinntinn briathra fallain na
Searmoin le beag suim, bha fear.nan luideagan a toirt gem aire
do gach focal; agus gus an do sguir am ministeir, cha do thog
J oseph a shuil dheth. Sgaoil each mar a chrunnich iad, gun
umhail gun chuimhne air na chualadh; ach bha cridhe Joseiph
lan, agus e 'g imeachd dhachaidb ag comhradh ris fein; "Cha
chual Joseph sud riamh roimhe; Iosa Criosd-an Dia a rinn na
h-uile nithe-gun d'thainig e do'n t-saoghal a thearnadh pheacach
truagh mar J oseph; agus gu bheil so gle fhior, agus gm cinnteacb
am focal e."
Goirid 'n a dheigh sud, dh' fhas Joseph tinn, agus bha e ri
h-uchd bais. "'Na luidhe 'g a charuch' air a leabaidh, b'i so an
comhnuidh bu chainnt da, '''Se Joseph ceann-cinnidh nam
peacach; ach thainig Iosa Criosd do'n t-saoghal a thearnadh
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pheacach j agus is ro chaomh .leamsa Criosd air a shon sin."
Bu mhor iongantas nan coimhearsnach a thainig g' a shealltainn,
ag cluinntinn an fhocail ud an ce>mhnuidh 'n a bheu!' Thubhairt
cuid bu mho foghlum na cheile ris, "Ach ciod do bharail mu do
chridhe, J oseiph ? Am faic thu comharan iompachaidh ort fein,
a dhuine bhochd? An d'fhuair thu cridhe naomha? Am bheil
creideamh fiar agad? An do dhuin thu ri Criosd? An aithne
dhuit sin a dheanamh, a thruaghain?" "Och! ars' esan, cha n
aithne do Joseph ni sam bith a dheanamh. Cha n aithne dhomh
ach so, gur mi fein ceann-cinnidh nam peacach; ach ma's fior am
focal agus is deimhin learn gUT fior, gu n d'thainig Criosd do'n
t-saoghal a thearnadh pheacach, .c'uime nach feud J oseph bhi air
a thearnadh leis?"
An sin dh' fhiosraich iad c'ait an cual e an teagasg, a bha co
thaitneach dha j agus an uair a fhuair iad brath, chuir iad fios
dh' ionnsuidh a' mhinisteir ag iarraidh gu n tigeadh ea shealltainn
J oseiph. Thainig esan air ball, ach bha 'n duine tinn air fas co
lag gu m bu gharm a bheireadh e an aire do ni. Thoisich am
ministeir air labhairt, agus cha bu luaithe, a chual Joseph a ghuth
na dh' eirich e gu grad air uilinn, rug e air a laimh, agus thubhairt
e le guth fann, "0 Ghaolaich, is tusa caraid an Tighearna rosa j
is toigh learn gu brath thu air son mar a dh' innis thu an deadh
naidheachd mu Chriosd: is mise ceaon-feadhna nam peacach
ach is fior am focal so, gu n d'thainig Criosd do'o t-saoghal a
thearnadh pheacach, agus c'uime nach tearnadh e Joseph? 0
dean thusa urnuigh air mo shon j guidh gu n saoradh Criosd
mise; abair ris gUT mar, air learn, mo ghradh dha, air son gu n
d'thainig e do'n t saoghal a thearnadh pheacach mar mise." Rinn
am ministeir urnuigh. Air dha sgur, thug Joseph buidheachas
dha 0' chridhe. An sin, chuir e a lamh fo'n chluasaig, agus thug
e as sin sean chludan anns an robh aige cuig Ginidhean ceangailte. Chuir e sud an laimh a' mhinisteir. "So dhuitse, arsa
Joseph, an t-airgiod a bha mise tasgaidh fa chomhair feum na
sean aoise. Ach cha n fhaic Joseph gu brath sean aois. Gabh
thus e, agus roinn e am measg chairdean bochda an Tighearna
rosa j abair riu gu n d'fhag J oseph sud aca air sgath an Fhirsaoraidh a thainig do'n t-saoghal a thearnadh pheacach, seadh a
thearnadh ceann-feadhna nam peacach, 's e sin Joseph."-Leis an
t-saruchadh a bha air ag labhairt dh'fhalbh a lugh, dh' fhannaich
a chridhe, leag e a cheann ris an .adhart, agus thug e suas an deo.
A leughadair, ciod i do bharail mu sgeul Joseiph?
1. Nach fhaic thu an so ard uachdranichd agus saor ghras an
Tighearna? Bha an co-thional ud uile a chual an t-searmoin 'n
am peacaich co mhath ri Joseph j bha iad uile ciontach ann an
sealladh Dhe, a 's glaine suil na gu n amhairc e air peacadh ach
le fuath agus grain j bha iad uile feumach air an t-slainte mhoir
sin a chuireadh an ceill doibh anns t-soisgeu!. Ach am feadh a
bha an co-chruinneach ag cluinntinn an teagaisg gun urn hail gun
sgoinn, thainig am focal le cumhachd an Spioraid gu cridhe
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J oseiph, agus dh' fh'airich e bhrigh. Ciod a b' adhbhar air so,
ach saor ghras tabhachdach an Ti sin a ni trocair air an dream air
an dean e trocair; neach a dh' fholaich na nithe sin 0 dhaoinibh
eagnaidh agus tuigseach, agus a dh' fhoillsich do leanabaidh iad;
neach a thagh bochdan an t-saoghail so gu bhi saibhir ann an
neideamh, agus 'n an oighreachaibh air an rioghachd a gheall e
dhoibhsan aig am bheil gradh dba.
A chum gu faicte cia saor agus cumhachdach Gras De tha an
t-Abstol ag innseadh gu n do roghnaich Dia nithe amaideach an
t-saoghail, chum gu n cuireadh e naire air na daoinibh ghee; agus
nithe anmhunn an t-saoghail, chum gu n cuireadh e gu naire na
nithe laidir; agus gu n d'rinn e mar sin chum na ceart crlehe so,
nach deanadh feoil sam bith uaill 'n a fhianais, ach esan a ni uaill
gu n deanadh e uaill anns an Tighearn, I Cor. i. 27-31. Cha n
ionann so agus barall ioma duine. Mar is trice, nuair a bheirear
duine fuidh fhaireachdainn pheacaidh, 's an bu mhafh leis ni
eigin a dheanamh leis an tugadh e as e fein 0 fheirg Dhe, agus
leis an cosnadh e a dheadb-ghean. Is iomadh iad a ta 'g iarraidh
am fireantachd fein a chur air bonn, gun striochdadh do fhireantachd Dhe; agus muinntir eile ag iarraidh an cridhe leasacha.dh
le 'n dlchill fein agus a chur am fonn gu gabhail ri Criosd. Cha
b' i sin idir barail a bha aig J oseph mu shlighe na slainte.
2. A leughadair, nach fhaic thu an so gur e toradh an t-Soisgeil
gradh do Dhia agus d' a phobull? Ghabh J oseph ris an fhocal a
chual e, cha b' ann mar fhocal dhaoine ach mar fhocal Dhe;
ghabh am focal sin freumh 'n a chridhe tre chreideamh ; agus an
sin dh' fhas e suas gu tarbhach. Fhuaradh ann an cridhe J oseiph
an gradh do Chriosd mu'n do labhair an t-Abstol Eoin, "Tha
gradh againn dha-san do bhrigh gu n do ghritdhaich esan sinne
an toiseach" (I Eoin iv. 12). "0 dean urnuigh," arsa J oseph ris
a' mhinisteir, "air mo shon; guidh gu n saor Criosd mise. Abair
ris gur toigh le J oseph e air son gu n d'thainig e do'n t-saoghal a
thearnadh pheacach mar Joseph." Ged dhlighear mor ghradh
agus urram do Dhia mar a ta e ann fein, iomlan 'na uile fheartaibh glormhor; gidheadh b' e gradh Dhe ann a mhac ionmhuinn
a thabhairt thairis air son pheacach; b' e gradh Chriosd ann a
theachd a shireadh agus a shaoradh pheacach truagh caillte; b'e
so an ceud ni a bhean ri cridhe Joseiph, a dhuisg 'fhaireachdainn,
agus a bhuinig a ghradh. Is ann mar sin a tharlas a thaobh gach
anama a chosnar le saor ghras. 'Se gradh Chriosd, air a sgaoileadh feadh a' chridhe leis an Spiorad naomh, a bheothaicheas
gdldh ann an cridhe a' pheacaich. Taisbeanaidh an gnldh so e
fein le umhlachd do uile aithntibh an Tighearna, agus an dichioll
air "teagasg an Tighearna sgeadachadh," agus maise chur air
aidmheil no diadhaidheachd, le deadh bheus agus caithe beatha
do reir an t-Soisgeil. Cha b' urrainn J oseph, air adhart a' bhais,
a ghradh do Dhia a thaisbeanadh le a chaithe-beatha; ach nochd
e durachd a chridhe '11' a dheadh run d' a phobull air son gu
b' iad cairdean Criosd. Co luath 's a chual e guth a' mhinisteir
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aig oir a leapa, ghlaodh e "0 is tusa caraid an Tighearna; is
maith a dh' innis thu m' a thimchioll; is toigh leam gu brath thu
air son mar a labhair thu mu Chriosd; is ionmhuin leam gach
aon leis an ionmhuin Criosd." Agus dhearbh e gu m b' fhior
mar thubhairt, nuair a thug e na bh' 'aige 's an t-saoghal do
chairdibh bochda an Tighearna Tosa.
3. Nach fhaic thu an so rithist, gur e Creideamh an t-Soisgeil
an t-aon ni a chumas suas misneach dui ne, nuair a chi e am bas
teann a air? Cha b' ann a ghlac Joseph misneach, ri am bais,
a chionn gun robh a pheacan beag no tearc. Cha dubhairr e
"tha ioma fear a 's miosa na Joseph anns an t-saoghal; tha Dia
trocaireach, agus tha mi 'g earbsadh nach cunart dom'b; bu
mhath do' ioma fear mur biodh r'a agairt air ach na tha air
J oseph bochd." Cha b' i so idir bu chainnt da. B' i iobairt
Chriosd an t-aon bhonn air an do leag e a thaic agus air an do
thog e a dhochas, an uair a bha e mar cheum do'n bhas; an uair
a bha breitheanas agus bithbhuantachd lan shoilleir 'n a bheachd.
Air fhireanachadh tre chreideamh, bha sith aige ri Dia trid an
Tighearna Tosa Criosd, agus rinn e gairdeachas ann an dochas
gloire Dhe.
- - - - - - --

---

J8J:tracts from tbe lDravers of tbe late
<t. 1b. $purgeon. *
" But, Lord, there is a great tumult in the world just now; we
pray thee over-rule it for thy glory. Grant that the best ends of
progress, of truth and righteousness may be subserved, and may it
be seen still that the Lord reigneth. Even though the people
should riot and rebel against the truth, yet do thou advance thy
cause; even by disaster and dereat, if so it must be, or by success
and prosperity. This is our soul's grandest object that Jesus'
name be lifted high, and his throne be set up among the people,
to the pra'ise of the glory of his grace."
"We ask for a revival of true godliness all over the world. We
pray thee to grant that these disastrous times may drive thy
children nearer to thee; may deliver them from a worldly spirit;
and may it come to pass that while they grow poor one way, they
may grow rich in another, by the sanctification of their losses and
afflictions."
"Peradventure it is written in the tablets of thine eternal
purpose that we shall soon end this mortal life and die. Well, be
it so, we shall the sooner see thy face, the sooner drink eternal
draughts of bliss. But if thou hast appointed for us grey hairs
* An appreciative reader has kindly sent us these Extracts.-ED.
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and a long and weary time of the taking down of the tabernacle,
only grant us grace that by infirmity our faith may never fail us,
but when the windows are darkened may we still look out to see
the hope that is to be revealed; and when the grasshopper
becometh a burden, still let our strength be as our days even to
the last day. We commit ourselves again to thy keeping, 0
faithful Creator, to thy keeping, 0 Saviour of the pierced hand;
to thy keeping, 0 eternal Spirit, thou who art able to keep us
from falling and sanctify us fully that we may be able to stand
among the saints in light."
"We pray thee grant us the Sabbath blessing which we have
already sought, and let it come upon all the churches of our
beloved country. May the Lord revive true and .undefiled religion
here and in all the other lands where Christ is known and preached;
and let the day come when heathendom shall become converted,
when the crescent of Mohammed shall wane into eternal night,
and when she that sitteth on the seven hills and exalteth herself
in the place of God, shall be cast down to sink like a millstone
in the flood. Let the blessed gospel of the eternal God prevail;
let the whole earth b~ filled with his glory."
"0 Lord, we praise thee for keeping alive a testimony for the
truth in this land. There have been dark and evil days, and some
that professed to be thy servants have-turned traitors to the gospel;
yet still thou hast heard the cry of the faithful, and the candle is
not put out, neither hath the sun gone down, but even unto this
day the Lord, the God of Israel reigneth in the midst of his
people, and his saints exult in his name."
"We praise the God of the eternal council chamber and of the
everlasting covenant, but where shall we find sufficient w0rds
with which to praise him who gave us grace in Christ his Son,
before he spread the starry sky? "
" Lord, get us up above the world. Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly
dove, and mount and bear us on thy wings far from these inferior
sorrows and inferior joys, up where eternal ages roll. But a little
longer waiting and we shall come to the golden shore; but a little
longer fighting, and we shall receive the crown of life that fadeth
not away."
THE gray hairs of the aged-those "churchyard flowers," as
one calls them-call aloud upon them, and through them to all
men, "Prepare to meet your God." They are remembrancers, to
the eye and to the heart, of death at hand and of eternity to
come.-Serle.
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1..iterar\2 1Rotice.
Sovereign Grace Union: Report of Papers read at the
•Conference held in Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London,
S.K, May, r916.
To be obtained from Rev. Henry
Atherton, Hon. Gen. Secretary, 100-r02 The Grove, Camberwell, and C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30 Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, KC. Price, 3d.; by post, 4d.
The S.G. Union is a society consisting of some ministers of the
Church of England, of the Strict Baptists, and of the old Congregationalists, who have combined to hold up one another's hands
m defence of the distinguishing doctrines of grace. The word
" Sovereign" points to their maintenance in a very definite way
of the doctrines of eternal election and particular redemption.
The papers given in this pamphlet are short and pointed, and
worthy of general perusal in times like these, when there is such
widespread departure from fundamental truth. They begin with
the address by the President, Rev. W. Sykes, Vicar of Hillsborough, Sheffield, and there follow" A Reply to the J3ishop of
London's Attack on Calvinism," by the Rev. J. P. Wiles, M.A., of
Devizes; five different papers on "Grace: in its Conception,
Manifestation, Application, and Consummation," by the Revs. J.
J. Beddow, T. C. Lawson, M.A., J. K Hazelton, G. Alexander,
and W. Sinden; and a final paper on " Justification," by the Rev.
J. W. Tobitt, of Hastings. While we agree in the main with the
teaching of these papers, we feel that they are lacking in emphasis
being laid upon the truth, quoted by Rev. J. P. Wiles, from
Calvin's "Institutes," book iii., chapter xxii., that "all men are
called by external preaching to repentance and faith," and that
"the voice of the Gospel is addressed generally to all." Mr. Wiles
seems to be the only speaker who gave decided place to these
aspects of truth. Some others would appear to regard" the call "
referred to as a dangerous form of Arminianism. We regret that
we are compelled to make this criticism, as we believe that there
are no men in England with whom, in several important respects,
we are more at one than these ministers and such as these, giving
evidence as they do that they are really experimental Christians,
settled upon fundamental verities, and not ashamed lo hold them
forth in a degenerate age. Still, we maintain that they must come
to recognise the Gospel in its qJore general aspect towards men
as sinners of the human race, before the very truths concerning
divine sovereignty, which they strongly cherish, will have the
prevalence and success which they are destined, in God's providence, yet to have. To the extent, however, that they now
actually stand by and proclaim the truth of God, we wish them,
in all sincerity and love, the divine blessing.
THREE steps the Christian must take-first out of himself, second
into Christ, and the third into glory.-Rev. D. Maifa1'lane.
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Bclmowlcl)gmcnt of '!Donationa.
MR. ALEXANDER MACGILLIVRAY, General Treasurer, Woodbine
Cottage, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, acknowledges, with
grateful thanks, the following donations up to 25th October :SUSTENTATION FUND.
"A Friend," Laide, £5, and "A Friend," Lochcarron, 17/, per
Rev. N. Cameron; "A Friend," Eskadale, Beauly, 5/; Mr. Angus
Fraser, Vancouver, 20/6, per Rev. D. Beaton; Mr. John Clunas,
Fremantle, Western Australia, 10/, per Rev. J. S. Sinclair ; Mr.
Macpherson, Braefoot, Strontian, raj.
JEWISH AND FOREIGN MISSIONS FUND.
Mrs. Henderson, Lobo, Ont., 8/2, and" A Friend," Lochalsh,
Ont., 20/6, per Rev. D. Beaton; Mr. Macpherson, Braefoot,
Strontian, 10/.
COLLEGE FUND.
K. M. L. and J. M. A., North Tolsta,' 3/.
MISSION TO FORCES FUND.
"A Friend," Applecross, £1; "Two Friends," Dingwall (20/
and 5/ respectively), £1 5/, "Lady Friend," Dingwall, £1, Mrs.
Ross, Edinburgh, 10/, "Friend," Tighnabruaich, £ I, and Mrs.
E., England, 10/, all per Rev. N. Cameron; War Office, Chatham,
£1 10/5; Mr. D. MacLennan, .Kincardine, Ontario, 3/2, per
Rev. D. Beaton; Captain Finlayson, Glasgow, 10/, and Mrs.
Macpherson, Ardgour, 3/, per Rev. J. S. Sinclair; War Office,
Portsmouth, £9 6/2.
rWe desire to inform our people that the money formerly
received for Mission to Forces Fund has been exhausted. From
past experience of the hearty liberality of the people towards this
Fund, we are convinced that all that need be said is to let them
know that more money is required to carry on this Mission.
Please forward your contributions direct to Mr. Alexander
MacGilIivray, Woodbine Cottage, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness.
NEIL CAMERON, Convener.]
Rev. N. Cameron desires to acknowledge, with thanks, the
following donations :-For Bibles to Soldiers and Sailors-Mr. J.
G., Applecross, 5/; Lieut. H. G. Chapman, R.N.R., per Mr.'
MacGillivray, Gen. Treasurer,s/. For Kalir Bibles-" Friend,"
Gairloch, 10/; "Friend," Beauly, 51; "F.P. Member," Beauly, 40j.
Rev. Andrew Sutherland, C.F., 5th (R.) Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders, North Camp, Ripon, begs to acknowledge, with
thankS-51 from Mr. David Sutherland, Rannoch Station; 5/
from J. G., Applecross, per Rev. Neil' Cameron, Glasgow, for
Soldiers' help; 2/6 from Mr. John Mackenzie, Lots of Scorraig
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and 3J from Mrs. Malcolm Maciver, Lots of Scorraig, for Bibles
to Soldiers j also £5 by Alex. Ross, Esq., Liverpool, and 8J3
by 11 A Friend," Youngstown, Ohi0, U.S.A., sent direct to National
Bible Society, Glasgow, for Bibles to distribute among Soldiers
going overseas.
Rev. E. Macqueen, C.F., cio Mrs. Clark, Commercial Road,
Aylsham, Norfolk, acknowledges, with thanks-IoJ from Lieut.
Chapman, R.N.; Socks from Mrs. J arvis; and 30J from Miss
Macleod. Mr. Macqueen desires it to be stated that he expects
(n.v.) to return home from chaplaincy work on the 30th November,
the end of his year.
Rev. D. M. Macdon\lld, North Uist, acknowledges, with thanks,
the following donations for the North Uist Manse Building Fund:
Per Mr. John Macdonald, merchant, Dusary-£ I from Mr. Jas.
Fraser, Carnoch, Strontian, and 5/ from Mr. D. Macdonald,
Claddach, Kirkibost; also £1 from Mr. R. Morrison, merchant,
Tarbert, Harris.
Lance-Corporal Wm. Grant, D Coy., 3rd Seaforths, Cromarty,
acknowledges, with thanks, IOJ from" Well-wisher," for London
Church Building Fund. (This should have appeared in September
issue.)
Mr. Donald Sutherland,'201 Lavender Hill, London, S.W., begs
to acknowledge, with many thanks, receipt of £7, per Rev.
Duncan Mackenzie, being result of special collection by the
Gairloch Congregation in aid. of the London Church Building
Fund.
The Treasurer of the Dingwall Congregation (Mr. M. Urquhart,
Craig Road) begs to acknowledge, with thanks, £1 for the
Sustentation Fund, from "A Friend" (postmark, Lochcarron),
per the Rev. D. Macfarlane.
Mr. Andrew Sinclair, Treasurer of the John Knox's Congregation, Glasgow, acknowledges, with thanks, IOJ from" A Friend,"
for the Congregational Funds.

<tbUfCb 1RoteB.
Communions.-Oban, first Sabbath of November; Halkirk
(Caithness), and St. Jude's, Glasgow (Jane Street, Blythswood
Square). second; Dornoch (Sutherland), Edinburgh (Hall, Riego
Street, near Tollcross), and Helmsdale (Sutherland), third.

The late ]. A. MacCaskill, Missionary, Skye.-We
have received notice of the death of Mr. John A. MacCaskill,
missionary at Carbost, Skye, and chronicle the same with sincere
regret, expressing the deepest sympathy with his widow in her
great bereavement. Rev. A. Macrae, who writes, wishes us. to
state that a fuller notice will (n.v.) be given later on.
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Letter from Rev. D. Mac1ean of the Free Church.We have received the following explanatory letter from the Rev.
D. Maclean, Edinburgh : "OFFICES OF THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND,
EDINBURGH, 16tl, October, 1916.

DEAR MR. SINCLAIR,-It has come to my ears that there is a
rumour afloat to the effect that the movement I endeavoured
to initiate at the August Commission of our Assembly anent
negotiations for the co-operation or union with the Free Presbyterian
Church, sprang from alleged representations made to me by Free
Presbyterian ministers, that the Free Presbyterian Church was
prepared to abandon her distinctive position for the sake of Union.
I would consider it a great favour, in the interests of truth and
the brethren who are thus misrepresented, if you would kindly make
it known through the Free Presbyterian Magazine that no Free
Presbyterian minister or layman made any kind of representation
to me that had the remotest relationship to disloyalty or prejudice
to the distinctive' testimony of the Free Presbyterian Church.
The gossip that has reached me has no foundation in fact, and I
sincerely hope that this emphatic denial will disabuse the minds
of all whom it may concern of the false impression apparently
existing.-With kind regards, yours sincerely,
D. MACLEAN."
Perhaps we may be permitted to say in regard to above letter
that the statements made by Free Church ministers at the last
meeting of their Commission did certainly appear to many as
implying that brethren in our Church had given encouragement
to the Free Church in regard to union-an encouragement that
was unwarrantable. Professor J. K. Cameron is reported in the
Free Churclz Record to have said: "On the former occasion (of a
movement on their part for union with the F.P. Church), they did
not receive the acquiescence of brethren of the Free Presbyterian
Church, but he was in a position now to say that if they moved
again, their movement would have a warmer reception." Rev. D.
Maclean said that "the time was opportune because he had in his
possession evidence of grounds for initiating this step." In view
of these statements we do not think" gossip" is the right word to
use in regard to the inferences that many naturally drew from
them. We have pleasure, however, in giving publicity to the
explanation that no representation of any kind has been made by
the brethren of the Free Presbyterian Church that "had the
remotest relationship to disloyalty or prejudice to the distinctive
testimony" of their own body.
Correction.-In the short obituary of Mr. Angus Macphail,
late elder, St. Jude's, Glasgow, we regret that, owing to a slip of
memory, it was stated that Mrs. Macphail "never became a
member in full communion." She was a member for a large number of years. We regret having made the above mistake.-N. C.
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Ube f1Daoa3tne.
Notice to Subscribers in U.S.A. and other Neutral
Countries.-According to new Government regulations, all
Magazines must be forwarded' to neutral countries through newspaper companies or booksellers who have a special license for
such transmission. We have availed ourselves of the license of
Messrs. Menzies & Co., and the charge is one penny per copy.
This means that, as things go at present, we must charge one
. shilling extra per annum for Magazines to the United States,
S. America, Holland, etc. British Colonies-Canada, Austraiia,
etc.-do not, of course, come under this regulation.
Fund for Free Distribution to Soldiers and Sailors.
-We have to inform our readers that this Fund is now exhausted,
and that an increase of donations will be acceptable. The rise in
the price of the Magazine makes a considerable difference in the
outlay. We send about 1,250 monthly to soldiers and sailors,
which come to, at cost price, a sum of £9 odds, inclusive of
carriage. We consider this an important part of our humble
efforts for the spiritual benefit of the brave defenders of our country.
Subscriptions Received for Magazine.-A. Campbell, Rosyth, 3/;
J. I Adamson, Helmsdale, 7/8; W. Mackay, Pitfour, Rogart, 2/6; Miss J.
Mackenzie, Point, VlIapool, 3/6; Per Rev. N. Cameron-Mrs. M. Macdonald,
Jeantown, 3/; M. Beaton, Waternish, 2/9; L. A. Ross, Bay ton, Manitoba,
8/; Mrs. Mackillop, Glasgow, 3/; John Clunas, Fremantle, W. Australia, 7/;
Mrs. Bannatyne, T. H., Blackwaterfoot, 3d.; A. Black, Braehour, by Thurso,
2/2; Miss J. Macdonald, Kyles Paible, N. Vist, 3/6; A. M'Phail, Greenock,
3/1!; D. Ross, Tain, 11/3; A. Maciver, Granite House, Stornoway, £4;
Miss Mackenzie, Aberarder Lodge, Kingussie, 31; Per Rev. N. MacintyreD. Macleod, H.M.T. "Cambrian," 2/6; Miss Macdonald, Oban, 2/6; Pte.
W. Gordon, Stevenston, 3/6; Per Rev. D. Beaton-Mrs. A. Ross, E.
WiIliams, Ontario, 3/1; Miss C. Matheson, Bonar Bridge, 30/; J. Macdonald,
joiner. Applecross, 3/; Mrs. C. Gillies, W. Williams, Ontario, 3/; Miss J.
Fraser, Lyndhurst Gdns., Glasgow, 6d.; Miss Blunt and Miss Way, Brighton,
11; G. Forteath, Elgin, 3/; D. Brown, Greenock, 251; M. Turner, Dumbarton, 12/6; Miss Munro, Prestwick, 1/9; D. Mackenzie, 3 and 4 Diabaig,
Torridon, 2/6; J. G. Macleod, 'Shieldhall, 2/6; A. Mackenzie and J. Morrison,
H. M.I. "Monitor 16," 1/6; Mrs. D. Gunn, Bronchroy, Dunbeath, 1/6; Miss
Maclean, 28 Buckingham Ter., Hillhead, 3/6; J. M. Stevenson, Ardrishaig,
20/2; A. Murray, Rhemusaig, Rogart, 3/6; D. G. Mackenzie, Bayswater,
London, W., 41/8; Mrs. Gunn, Badentarbet, Achiltibuie, 4/; Miss Mackenzie,
Crown Ter., Dowanhill, 3/3; A. Kerr, Bordans, Ciashnessie, 3/; J. MacLaine,
Portree, 22/; J. Macleod, Lairg, 13/6; Miss Mackay, V. Camilla Street,
Halkirk, 14.'10;' A. Morrison, Lingerbay, Obbe, Harris, 3/3; D. Fraser,
Muirnich, Gorthleck, 81; M. Macaskill, Glendale, Skye, 47/3; P. Cameron,
Chapelton, and A. Macpherson, Docharn, Boat of Garten, 3/ each; Miss J.
Mackenzie, teacher, Vllapool, 3/; G. Murray, Aultnagar, Invershin, 31; Miss
Macnair, High Blantyre, 61; A. Mackay, missionary, Staffin, Skye, 49/8; H.
Mackintosh, Gairloch, 22/6; Miss Macmillan, bookseller, Oban, '45/8; Mrs.
Porteous, Vatten House, Skye, 31/3.
Free Distribution to Soldiers and Sailors.-Per Rev. Neil Cameron
-J. G., Applecross, 5/, and Mrs. Ross, 51; John Clunas, Fremantle, W.
Australia, 3/; "A Friend," Glasgow, 2/6; Per Capt. J\lacdonald, Maryhill"F. P.," Inverness, 10/; Mrs. C. Gillies, Ontario, 1/; Rev. A. Macdougall,
Glasgow, 2/; AI.. Mackenzie and J. Morrison, H. M. I. "Monitor 16," '13/6;
Capt. Finlayson, Glasgow, 10/.

