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lRest IDay :fJ3ilL

a copy of a leaflet issued by the Committee
W E ofhavethereceived
Lord's Day Observance Society, London, with
reference to a Weekly Rest Day Bill which the Government are
introducing to Parliament. The Lord's Day Observance Society
have done well in calling the serious attention of the public to
this Bill which, ·if passed into law, will in nowise improv~ the rest
and sanctity of the Sabbath as observed among us, but rather give
the strength and encouragement of legal enactment to the many
forms of Sabbath desecration that are already too prevalent. Truly
we live in a deplorable time when the divinely-provided safeguards
for truth and purity in our national life seem to be heedlessly
thrown away one by one. The first day of the week, with its
rest from worldly toil and its opportunity for observing the worship
of 90d and hearing a preached Gospel, has been one of the.
strongest barriers against the inroads of practical atheism, gross
materialism, and flagrant. immorality, that our country has ever
possessed. But this strong barrier is now being rapidly removed,
and that by those from whom better things might be expected.
The Committee call attention at the outset to the title of the
Bill as the" Weekly Rest Day," a title which indicates that the
object of the Bill is "only to secure a weekly day of rest, not t~e
sanctity and observance of the Lord's Day." It is quite plain that
our legislators have chosen to take no responsibility whatever for
the religious observance of the S~bbath; it is only the material
side of it they aTe concerned about. We suppose the most of
them profess to be followers of Christ. . They may yet find out
when they stand before His bar, that they could not throw off
that weighty responsibility without dreadful consequences to
themselves and others. The traitorous conduct of thousands,
high and.1ow, who name the name of Christ, calls loudly for dire
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tokens of divine displeasure. And even when the framers of the
Bill go to work as to the material side of the Sabbath, professing
to seek its preservation as a day of rest, they make no adequate
attempt to preserve poor fallen humanity from themselves, but
only give them greater liberty than hitherto to do evil on a large
scale.
The first clause of the Bill's Memorandum states that "the
object of this Bill is to amend and consolidate the Acts relating
to Sunday employment, and to regulate the conditions of labour
upon the basis of six working days in the week with Sunday as
the normal rest-day." (While we object to the word" Sunday,"
we leave it unchanged in quotations.) The Committee point
out that, as "a matter of fact," the Bill proposes to repeal or
modify Acts already on the Statute Book, drawn up in earlier and
more careful times, for the preservation of the Lord's Day, and
so "to render them valueless." Our supposed reformers of the
day of rest are only destroyers. It would have been nobler work,
and more likely to benefit the country, if our rulers were setting
themselves to revive many of the ancient Acts which are allowed
to become obsolete in a reckless generation.
The following are some of the liberties granted by the Bill : The second clause, section iii., gives facilities to license "street
markets and street hawking by costermongers, and other itinerant
vendors," . . '. "to open shops or street stalls up to 2 o'clock"
on Sabbaths, if they have done so for twelve months prior to the
passing of the Bill. The third clause states that "any person
may do any work of necessity or mercy on Sunday." When we
enquire as to what is considered a "work of necessity or mercy,"
we find, according to the first schedule, that such extraordinary
works as the following, among others, are included under the
terms: "The sale or delivery, continuously or during specified
hours, of bread, newspapers, and periodicals. 'Conveyance and
delivery by rail or other means of transport' of perishable dairy
and farm produce for immediate consumption, fresh fish, perishable fruit, flowers, vegetables, horses, cattle, poultry, and other
live stock. The hiring and letting of horses and other animals
for riding, and the hiring and letting of carriages and cabs of all
kinds, and any unavoidable work incidental thereto." Similar
license is given in connection with the hiring, letting, and repair
of motor vehicles, airships, aeroplanes, and such'like. All these
acts and things are to be made legal on the Lord's Day, and as
the Committee well says, are" strangely and erroneously described
as works of necessity or mercy."
But the above is not all. The fourth clause, section ii., gives
authorities in towns, etc., power to make bye-laws legalising such
other occupations on Sabbaths as they may deem desirable, while
the sixth clause sanctions employment for twenty-six Sabbaths
each year.
Such, then, is the latest attempt by our political rulers to improve,
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by the way, the conditions of the sacred Day of Rest and Worship
in our country. Could anything be a greater travesty of the word
reform? It would he well that Church Courts and other societies
would lift up their voice by way of protest against such a sham
measure of protection for the weekly day of rest. The Redeemer,
when on earth, gave the authoritative declaration that" the Sabbath
was made for man," not for one section of the race but for the
whole, and it is the duty of every Christian person to do all in his
or her power to preserve the Lord's Day as a Day of Rest and
Worship for all ranks and classes of the people. If we are to do
this in any degree worthy the name, we must discountenance every
system of things that manifestly infringes upon the sacredness and
rest of the Day.
We cannot do better than conclude our article with the sentences
which close the leaflet referred to, and quoted from. "Serious
objections might be taken to many other provisions in the Bill,
but the extracts given are enough to prove that the Weekly Rest
Day Bill repudiates the teaching of the Word of God in favour of
human expediency. Its proposals so set at defiance the Fourth
Commandment as to call for the strongest protest from all who
regard it as divine and obligatory." Copies of the Bill may be
obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 28 Abingdon Street,
Westminster, S.W., price 2d. post free; while copies of the
leaflet and further information may be got from the Secretary,
Lord's Day Observance Society, 18 Buckingham Street, Strand,
London, W.e.
"A LADY who was present at the dispensation of the Lord's
Supper where the Rev. Ebenezer Erskine was assisting, was much
impressed by his discourse. Having been informed who he was,
she went next Sabbath to his own place of worship to hear him.
But she felt none of those strong impressions she experienced on
the former occasion. Wondering at this, she called on Mr.
Erskine, and stating the case, asked what might be the reason of
such a difference in her feelings. He replied, ' Madam, the reason
is this: last Sabbath you went to hear Jesus Christ, but today
you have come to hear Ebenezer Erskine.' "
"IF all beings had spent all ages in endeavouring to imagine
some action by which God could manifest His love, and consequently His greatness, to the whole universe, I do not believe
they could have discovered anything to equal this-that He
became man to save us. . . . Oh, immortal beings! that which
should astonish is not that God has appeared in the flesh to raise·
you up unto Himself, but that you should not feel the need of it;
it is that you should be satisfied with the things which now satisfy
you; it is that you should not rise toward Him who stooped
toward you. This assuredly is strange; and this ought to be an
almost inconceivable idea."-D'Aubigfle.
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"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have eternal life. "-JOHN iii. 14, 15.

words which are found in these two verses of Holy
T HEScripture
follow immediately upon the Lord Jesus Christ's
most solemn, pregnant, and profound answer to Nicodemus,
concerning the absolute necessity of regeneration.: "Ye must be
born again." Concurrently with this emphatic affirmation regarding the sinner's need of a change of nature in order to salvation,
the words of our text declare another necessity, not of the sinner
but of the Saviour, who must Himself" be lifted up." In asserting
this second necessity, a certain memorable event in the history of
the children of Israel, which happened when they were journeying
from Mount Hor, by the way of the Red Sea, to compass the land
of Edam, is seized upon and held forth as typical of the Redeemer
being thus lifted up. This typical representation makes it necessary for us to refer briefly to that incident at the outset.
On the journey.from Mount Hor past the boundaries of tbe
land of E40m, the soul of the people of Israel was much dis·
couraged or grieved" because of the way," and the hardships they
endured on the march made them easy victims of one of their
most prevalent national sins-that of murmuring against God's
providence. "And the people spake against God and against
Moses: Wherefore have ye brought us out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no bread, neither is there any water,
and our soul loatheth this light bread." For this sin, the magni.
tude of which can be measured by the severity of the punishment
-having in it the elements of rebellion, ingratitude, contempt, a
secret hankering after what they had once willingly forsaken but
now wished to re-possess, with an openly-confessed preference for
the thraldom of Egypt to the great and precious privilege of being
God's freedmen, though forced for a little while to undergo the
unavoidable inconveniences and discomforts of even a waste,
howling wilderness-the Lord sent fiery serpents among them
which bit them, with the result that many died. "When he slew
them then they sought him: and they returned and inquired early
after God." So, likewise, this dire chastisement made them
repent of their folly, and betaking themselves with all haste to
·Moses, they earnestly entreated him to pray unto the Lord on
their behalf, that He would graciously take the serpents away from
them. Moses, ever ready to do his best for God's Israel, was
pleased to hearken to that doleful cry of distress, and he instantly
besought the Lord for them. The Lord mercifully heard his
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prayer, and immediately steps were taken to provide a remedy for
sick and dying. That remedy was most simple, yet most
sublime. It was Godlike. It was easily got and easily applied.
It was but the making, fixing, and setting up of a brazen serpent'
upon a pole, to which those bitten were to look, God having
promised life and healing to everyone that in obedience and faith
would look:, to the fiery serpent of brass on the pole. "Make
thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to
pass that everyone that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall
live. And Moses made a serpent of brass arid put it upon a pole,
and it came to pass that -if a serpent had bitten any man, -when he
beheld the serpent of brass he lived."
This, then, is a summary of the narrative of the incident, as
we have it recorded in the t:wenty-first chapter of the book of
Numbers, and the position to which it is here raised, and the
application made of it by the Lord Jesus Christ, fill it with a new
and deeper fulness of meaning and interest than could ever
possibly be associated with the incident itself-great though that
must always necessarily remain,-or rather the vail is drawn aside
and its true and hidden significance laid bare, and clothed in the
full light of the Incarnation, shines in the beautiful glow of its
renewed youth, like life from the dead.
In a humble endeavour to reach and uncover a little of the great
wealth of mercy and grace which lies embedded in the words of
our text, we shall proceed to consider it in the following order : I.-The Person between whom and the serpent the comparison
is made-the Son of man.
I1.--':Wherein does the comparison consist, and why "must"the Son of Man be lifted up?
IlL-For whom and for what end must it be?
I.-The Son of man. In the second verse of this same chapter
we read as follows :-" The same (that is, Nicodemus) came to
Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art
a teacher come from God, for no man can do these miracles that
thou doest except God be with him." Here several things are
asserted concerning this Son of man, which we shall notice in
their order. (I) He is called Jesus. (2) He is addressed as
Rabbi. (3) He is acknowledged as a teacher whose teaching
manifested that He came from God. (4) He is said to be a
worker of miracles, and such miracles as could not be wrought by
any human ingenuity or power, and plainly were the result of the
forth putting of divine omnipotence-the finger of God-thereby
revealing and proving that He was God; that God was with him.
From the third to the twenty-first verse inclusive, with the single
exception of the fourth verse, that very same Jesus unto whom
Nicodemus came is the speaker; and that the speaker and the Son
of man, who must be lifted up, must be identified as one and the
same person is so plain that proof is needless. We thus see that
the Son of man is Jesus, whom the angel informed J oseph of
~he

The Free Presbyterian Magazine.
before His birth, and would have Him thus named because He
was coming into the world to save His people from their sins:
that He is Rabbi, i.e., doctor or master, who has authority to
teach and judge in all matters of religion, and whose teaching
evidence his wisdom, power, and authority to be divine. " Christ
the power of God, and the wisdom of God." " For He taught
them as one having authority and not as the scribes": that He is
omnipotent and can perform miracles of which God alone is capable, and is therefore equal with God. "My Father worketh
hitherto, and I work."
Again, at the thirteenth verse we read :-" And no man hath
ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even
the Son of man which is in heaven." Here it is asserted of the
Son of man that He was in heaven; that He that was in heaven
came down from heaven; and that He that came down from
heaven is still in heaven, all which plainly and positively shows
Him to be possessed of two distinct natures, human and divine,
subsisting in one divine Person, and thus with absolute certainty
Immanuel, God with us. This is the glorious and matchlesll
Person prefigured by Moses' brazen serpent in the wilderness.
Here the Anti-type compares Himself to the type, and this brings
us to the second part.
n.-Wherein does the comparison consist, and why must
the Son of Man be lifted up? We have already seen that
Moses was commanded to make a fiery serpent of brass,
corresponding to the deadly fiery serpents by which they
were bitten, and which similarity se.ems to me to signify,
Jesus Christ made in the likeness of sinful flesh; His
untold sufferings as the sinbearer, and His power to endure,
overcome, and outlive such fiery trials; and also to teach that an
atonement and salvation for sinful men were possible only by
substitution, that is, by a divine person, God's Son, becoming
incarnate and suffering death in the very nature that sinned. The
brazen serpent was an insensate, lifeless figure, a fitting emblem of
death, and it is the Son of man's vicarious death that heals. "And
with His stripes we are healed." But Moses was next to put it on
a pole, or in the words of our text, "to lift it up." That was
necessary in order that those bitten throughout the many thousands
of Israel conld see it, when obeying the divine command, they
looked to it and were healed. For though we cannot now see
Jesus Christ with our bodily eyes, and even although we were able
to see Him after that manner, it would not mean salvation for us,
for many saw and knew Him well in the days of His flesh and
perished, yet we must see Him with. the eyes of the soul, that is,
by a Spirit-begotten faith and an enlightened understanding, if we
are not to perish also.
The chief resemblance of the Son of man to the brazen serpent
is His being thus lifted up for health and salvation to a wounded
and dying people, bitten to death by the Old Serpent, Satan, and
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incurable by any other means other than beholding the Son of
man" lifted up "-the Son of man crucified. "They shall look
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him."
It may also be applied to Christ's resurrection, ascension,
glorification, and second advent. "Him hath God exalted with
his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." Again, it is to be understood
of the promulgation of the gospel to which the words are indeed
applicable. It seems to be the very thing which is here specially
referred to. The gospel message to a perishing world ought
always to have for its sum and substance, "Jesus Christ and Him
crucified." It should be the heart and soul, head and body of
every address on spiritual and eternal things to sinners of mankind, its alpha and omega, with its relative truths of the Fall and
eternal damnation. In the preaching of the gospel, Jesus Christ,
in all that He is, as Godman, Prophet, Priest, and King, and one
Mediator between God and men, ought to be raised aloft and
held forth before sinners in such manner as, with the Spirit's help,
to convince and confirm them in the truth that "besides him
there is no Saviour," that" neither is there salvation in 'any other,
for there is none other name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved;" that He is able to save to the
uttermost, and that for us there will be found no way of escape if
we neglect so great salvation, and despise and reject so great a
Saviour. This is the divine message for all ages of the herald of
the Cross, and of the Church militant, to a lost and ruined world.
Every preacher, of whatever nation or clime, should preach the
Christ of the Scriptures, or leave preaching severely alone. " He
that is not with me is against me, and he that gathereth not with
me scattereth abroad." And in the last place, His whole life on
earth may be said.to have been one continual lifting up, as He,
ever advancing and ever ascending, for thirty-three and a half years
trod the lonely, weary, and sorrowful path between Bethlehem's
manger and Calvary's Cross, and thence to God's right hand.
A lifting up such as spectators never saw, that stands for ever
unique in the annals of mankind, and in the records of heaven
itself. And if in His humiliation He was poorer than the foxes
and the birds of the air, and had not whereon to lay His head,
if He knew weariness, hunger, thirst, grief, tears, was blasphemed,
falsely accused, sought to be slain, mocked, scourged, spat upon,
wore the purple robe and the crown of thorns, they were but the
stepping stones by which He crossed the brook of sufferings that
lay in His way.
But so far we have only treated of His being lifted up: we must
now say something on the second point. Why" must" the Son
of man be lifted up? This" must" was owing to following
reasons : 1. God's eternal decree.
To that decree concerning redemption does the only begotten Son refer in the second
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Psalm as that which he' purposed to execute by performing
all His covenant engagements as the surety of His people in
the great everlasting covenant .of grace.
"The sure decree I
will declare." That declaration was made (I) by His obedience, death, and resurrection, and (2) by Himself on the
Cross when He cried aloud, "It is finished," and (3) by His
ambassadors in the world in preaching the Gospel to every
creature.' In, confirmation of this we have the Apostle 'Peter
reminding the' Jews of it when accusing them of having put to
death Jesus of Nazareth, a'man approved of God among them
by miracles and wonders, and signs: "Him being delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken and
by wicked hands have crucified and slain." So says the Spirit, and
so Peter humbly believes.
• 2. Its being written in the volume of the book.
The Old
Testament Scriptures, from Genesis to Malaehi, speak of the
coming of a mighty deliverer, who was to save sinners of all
nations from sin and its wages, which is death, and whose kingdom was to be world-wide, in whom the priesthood of Melchizedek
was to be combined with the royalty of David, and yet whose
triumph was to be won through sufferings and death. "The
Scriptures cannot be broken," therefore, "All things must be
fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
Prophets, and in the Psalms concerning me." "0 fools, and
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken. Ought
not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His
glory? "
3. The absolute demands of the law and justice of God. The
law demanded perfect obedience: justice demanded perfect satisfaction for man's transgression of the law, which would forever
vindicate the honour of God as the law-giver. Inasmuch as the
• claims of law and justice could not be met by guilty man, and
that they must needs be satisfied on his behalf if he was to escape
everlasting damnation, it behoved Christ, the federal representative
of His people, to take tbe sinner's place and die-the just for the
unjust, the holy for the unholy, the righteous for the wicked.
" For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died
for the ungodly."
4. Christ being made sin and a curse in having His people's
sins and guilt laid upon Him, and so enduring the wrath of God.
It should be here remembered that, as the sinner's substitute,
Christ was dealt with by God the Father, as if He were really
and truly the actual transgressor. And lastly, it was all in complete harmony with His own wishes. This was His heart's desire,
which He had long looked forward to with infinite delight j He
would not now change. He would not have it otherwise. He
loved His church and gave Himself for it, and must we not say
that His own love nailed Him to the accursed tree?
We now come to our third and last part.
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lII.-For whom and for what end must it be?
In answer to the question, for whom the Son of man must be
lifted up, we say that it was for the election of grace-that is, all
the sinners from among mankind fallen, of all nations, kindreds,
and tongues, given by the Father, of His sovereign will and
pleasure, to the Son, on covenant terms, before the world was.
"Thine they were and thou gavest them me." ." I pray not for
the world, but for them which thou hast given me, for they are
thine." "And all mine are thine, and thine are mine, and I am
glorified in them." "Holy father, keep through thine' own. name
those whom thou hast given me." "My Father, which gave them
me, is greater tban all; and no man is able to pluck them out of
my Father's hand." .
But inasmuch as' all these, without a single exception, were
by the first man's disobedience made sinners, fallen, lost, and
ruined, and are known to none but God, and because they can
in no way be distinguished from the whole mass of corrupt mankind, or can be known by the visible Church until such time as
they are effectually called by the Holy Spirit, profess their faith
in Jesus Christ, and bear evidence of a change of nature in works
meet for repentance; infinite wisdom has so devised, and Jesus
Christ has so ordered it, that a free and full offer of salvation be
given to every human being in His name and authority unto
whom the good news of His gospel comes. The preaching of
the gospel is the special means appointed by Jesus Christ, and
honoured in the use by the Holy Spirit, for gathering in the lost
sheep to Christ's fold. It, therefore, fills us with sadness and
dismay to see it have so little effect on the sinners of our day, so
that, even where it has escaped corruption, it is loathed. It is
also the great means by which the Spirit sanctifies and makes
meet for glory those who are effectually called, justified, and
adopted.
What is usually termed the universal call of the gospel occurs
in our text in the form-" Tbat whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have eternal life," and every rational
creature, or as it is expressed here, "whosoever," that receives an
offer of eternal life in the name and for the sake of the Son of
man should remember and seriously consider :-:(I) That he or she has Scripture warrant, be they young or
old, moral and well behaved, or the chief of sinners steeped in
scarlet and crimson sins, to gladly embrace that offer as made
personally to himself or herself. "All that tbe Father giveth me
shall come to me: and him that cometh unto me I will in no
wise cast out." "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into tbe world to save sinners:
of whom I am chief."
(2) The Saviour freely offered, being the Son of man who is
the Son of God, is a person so glorious, rich, and lovely as makes
Him worthy- of being received by every person that breathes
and of being .r;jected by none.
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(3) He has made an atonement for sin which fully satisfied the
Father, and will abundantly satisfy the sinner too when he comes
to know its merits. It provides him with a new and living way
to reconciliation with God, peace and happiness in himself, life,
glory, and immortality. It supplies him with a laver in the blood
shed to effectually cleanse him from sin in its guilt and defilement.
"The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin."
(4) The offer of salvation is only for a limited time called in
Scripture "to-day," and therefore it becomes us to be up and
doing. The crowning sin is to reject salvation; the greatest of
all losses to miss it. "The night ·cometh when no man can
work."
Faith in Jesus Christ, or believing in Him, corresponds to the
looking up to the brazen serpent, and it is expressly stated in our
text that only such as believe in Him are eternally saved-Cl That
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life." Faith and obedience are therefore absolutely necessary to
salvation.
In regard to this faith which is saving, two. things are to be
observed, and to be enforced upon gospel hearers with all the
emphasis of which one is capable, which their great importance
demands.
.
(I) That as we are by nature dead in trespasses and sins we
are utterly unable of ourselves to exercise faith upon the Son of
God, apart from that faith being begotten in us by the Holy
Ghost through the instrumentality of the Word of God. "For by
grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God."
(2) That this inability to believe, being the immediate result and
fruit of the Fall, does not in the least excuse us, or lessen our
guilt as rejecters of salvation and eternal life, but rather increases
our guilt. Having been originally created with a free will and
power to keep it all for good, we abused it, and wilfully brought
ourselves into these fearful straits. And, moreover, this inability
does not remove our responsibility to our Creator, who, though
we became miserably bankrupt, has not lost His just right to
claim His own to the uttermost farthing. However, neither this
inability nor predestination ought to discourage us in our seeking
after God, if haply we may find Him, because, when we cannot
make one hair white or black, nothing is impossible with Him;
and remembering His omnipotence, willingness, mercy, love,
grace, promise, and faithfulness, they ought rather to stimulate us
in our quest after reconciliation and forgiveness.
And now, in conclusion, we may briefly summarise the great
ends for which" the Son of man must be lifted up."
(I) The glory of God. "Father, glorify thy name. Then
came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it
and will glorify it again." (2) The manifestation of God's
purpose, as already noticed-the showing forth of the infinite,

A Choice Drop of Honey from the Rock Christ.

371

eternal, and unchangeable love of the Father in giving His Son,
of the Son in giving Himself, and of the Holy Spirit in preparing
a body for Him and upholding Him in His work. And (3) the
complete redemption of His people from sin and misery, wrath
and condemnation, and their ultimate entrance into endless
fellowship, happiness, and glory in the mansions of heaven, where
is treasured up for them what eye has not seen, nor ear heard,
and has not entered into the heart of man. "Deliver him from
going down to the pit: I have found a ransom." "The Lord
will give grace and glory."
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the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified and shall
I N glory
(Isa. xlv. 25). It is only the dying of that Just One for
us, who are unjust, that can bring us to God. He who knew no
sin was made sin for us, that we, who were nothing but sin, might
be made the righteousness of God in Him. Christ is the Father's
fulness of grace and glory. He must have the pre-eminence.
He alone is worthy, who is to build the spiritual temple of the
Lord and to bear the glory. Every vessel of this temple, from
the cups to the flagons, must all be hung upon Christ. He, by
His Father's appointment, is the foundation-stone, corner-stone,
top-stone.
Reader! dost thou profess the name of Christ and partake of
His ordinances? Thou doest well. They are glorious privileges;
but if thou hast not the blood of Christ at the root of thy profession,
it will wither and prove unprofitable. Many are tossed to and
fro, ready to be carried away with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight' of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait
to deceive. There are many foundations to build upon that are
false, upon which much labour is spent in vain. Some are not
speaking the truth in love, neither are they growing up into Him
in all things, who is the head, even Christ. There cannot be a'
growing in Christ without a union with Him. Without that union
all that we do is accursed. If thou retain guilt and self-righteousness under thy profession, those vipers will eat out all the vitals
of it. Try and examine what foundation thy profession and the
hope of thy glory are built upon-whether it be laid by the hand
of Christ; for, if not, it will never be able to endure the storm
which must come against it. Consider, the greatest sins may be
hid under the greatest duties and the greatest terrors. See that
the wound which sin hath made in thy soul be perfectly cured
by the "blood of Christ," not skinned over with duties, tears,
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&c. Apply what thou wilt besides the "blood of
Christ," it will poison the sore. Thou wilt find that sin was never
mortified truly.if thou hast not seen Christ bleeding for thee upon
the cross. Nothing can kill it but a sight of Christ's righteousness.
Nature can afford no balsam fit for soul-cure. Healing from
duty and not from Christ is the most desperate disease. Poor
ragged "nature, with all its highest improvements, can never spin
a garment fine enough.(without spot) to cover the soul's nakedness.
Nothing can do it but Christ's perfect righteousness. Whatsoever
is of nature's spinning must be all unravelled before the righteousness of Christ can be put on. Whatsoever is of nature's putting
on, Satan will come and plunder, and leave the soul naked and
open to the wrath of God. All. that nature can do never makes
up the least particle of grace, mortifying sin, or look Christ in the
face. Thou mayest hear, pray, receive the sacrament, and yet be
miserable, unless thou seest Christ superior to all other excellency
and righteousness in the world, and all these falling before the
majesty of His love and grace. If thou hast seen Christ truly,
thou hast seen pure grace, pure righteousness in Him every way
infinite, far exceeding all sin and misery. If thou hast seen Christ
thou wilt trample upon all the righteousness of men and angels
as to thine acceptance with God. If ever thou hast seen Christ,
thou hast seen Him a rock higher than self-righteousness, and
there will be a continual dropping of honey and grace out of that
rock to satisfy thee. Examine, if ever thou. hast beheld Christ
as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. Stand
upon the Rock of Ages.
Men talk much of believing, whilst whole and sound; few do
it. Christ is the mystery of Scripture; grace is the mystery of
Christ. Believing is the most wonderful thing in the world. Put
anything of thine own to it and thou spoilest it j Christ will not
esteem it believing. When thou believest and camest to Christ
thou must leave behind thee thine own righteousness-all thy
holiness, sanctification, duties, tears, humblings, etc., and bring
nothing but thy sins, thy wants, and miseries; else Christ is not
fit for thee, nor thou for Christ. Christ will be a perfect .Redeemer
and Mediator, and thou must be im undone sinner, or Christ
and thou wilt never agree. It is the hardest thing in the world
. to take Christ alone for righteousness. Whatever comes in when
thou goest to God for acceptance, besides Christ, call it antiChrist, bid it begone j make only Christ's righteousness triumphant.
All besides that is Babylon, which must fall if Christ stand, and
thou shalt rejoice in the day of the fall thereof. Christ alone did
tread the wine-press, and there was none with him. If thou join
anything to Christ Christ will trample upon it in fury and anger,
and stain His raiment with the blood thereof. Thou thinkest it
easy to believe j was thy faith ever tried with an hour of temptation
and a thorough sight of sin? Was it ever put to resist Satan, and
to feel the wrath of God lying upon thy conscience? When thou
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wert apprehensive of hell and the grave, then did God show thee
Christ, a ransom, a righteousness? Then couldst thou say, Oh!
I see grace enough in Christ? If so, thou mayest say that which
is the greatest word in the world, I believe. Untried faith is
uncertain faith.
To believe .there must go a clear conviction of sin and the
merits of the blood of Christ, and of Christ's willingness to save a
man, considered merely as a sinner. All the power in nature
cannot get so high, in a storm of sin and guilt, as really to believe
there is any grace, any willingness in Christ to save. When Satan
chargeth sin upon the conscience then for the soul to charge it
upon Christ is gospel-like; that is to make him Christ. He
serves for that use. To accept Christ's righteousness alone, His
blood alone for salvation is the sum of the gospel. When the
soul in all duties and distresses can say, "Nothing but Christ,
Christ alone for righteousness, justification, sanctification, redemption-not humblings, not duties, not graces "-then the soul has
got above the reach of the billows.
All temptations, Satan's advantages, and our complainings, are
laid in self-righteousness and self-excellency. God pursueth these by
many ways, as Laban pursueth after Jacob for his images. These
must be torn from thee, be as unwilling as thou wilt. With these
Christ will not dwell; and till Christ come in, guilt will abide.
Where guilt is, there is hardness of heart; therefore, much guilt
argues little, if anything, of Christ. When a sense of guilt is
raised up, take heed to get it allayed by Christ's blood; all
other ways tend to harden the conscience. Make Christ thy
peace-not thy duties, thy tears, etc. Thou mayest oppose Christ
by duties, as well as by sins. Look at Christ, and do as much as
thou wilt. Stand with all thy weight upon Christ's righteousness.
Take heed of having one foot on thine righteousness, and another
on Christ's. Until Christ come and sit upon a throne of grace in
the conscience, there is nothing but guilt, terror, secret suspicions,
the soul hanging between hope and fear, which is not a safe state.
·Whosoever is afraid to see sin's utmost vileness, and to confess
the desperate wickedness of his own heart, suspects the merits
of Christ.
How great soever a sinner thou art, make Christ thine Advocate,
and thou wilt find Him Jesus Christ the Righteous. In all doubtings, fear, storms of conscience, look at Christ only and continually;
do not argue it with Satan, he desires no better; bid him go to
Christ, and He will answer him. It is His office to be our
Advocate, to answer the law as our Surety, and justice as our
Mediator. If thou wilt do anything thyself as .satisfaction for sin,
thou retlOuncest Christ the righteous, who was made sin for thee.
Satan may quote and corrupt, but he cannot answer Scripture. It
is ChrIst's word of mighty authority.
Christ foiled Satan with it.
In all the Scriptures there is not one hard word against a poor
sinner stript of self-righteousness. Nay, it plainly points him out
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to be the subject of the grace of the gospel, and none else. Believe
but Christ's willingness, and that thou canst believe. Remember
it is Christ's work to make thee believe. He works to will and do
of His pleasure. By grace thou art saved, through faith, and that
not of yourself; it is the gift of God. Plead with Him for that
gift. Christ is the author and finisher of faith: put Him to it.
Mourn. for thine unbelief; which is setting up guilt in the
conscience above Christ, undervaluing the merits of Christ,
accounting His blood as unholy, a common and unsatisfying thing.
Thou complainist much of thyself; doth thy sin make thee look
more at Christ, less at thyself ?-that is right; otherwise complaining is but hypocrisy. To be looking at duties, graces, or feelings,
when thou shouldest be looking at Christ, is self-righteousness.
Looking at Christ's grace will make thee humble.
In all thy
temptations do not be discouraged. These surges may be, not to
drown thee, but to heave thee off from thyself on the Rock Christ.
Remember all the patterns of grace that are in heaven. Thou
thinkest, "Oh! what a monument of grace should I be !" There
are many thousands as rich monuments as thou canst be. No
guilt ever exceeded the merits of Christ's b100d; no sip could
ever conquer the invincible power of His grace. Do not despair;
hope still. When the clouds are blackest, even then look towards
Christ, the standing pillar of the Father's love and grace, set up in
heaven for all sinners to gaze upon continually. Whatsoever
Satan or conscience say, do not conclude against thyself. His
blood speaks reconciliation, cleansing, purchase, redemption,
remission, justification, nearness to God.
He speaks grace,
mercy, and peace. That is the language of the Father and of
Christ. Wait for Christ's appearing as the Morning Star. He
shall come as certainly as the morning, as refreshing as the rain.
The sun may as well be hindered from rising, as Christ the Sun
of Righteousness. Look not a moment off Christ. Look not
upon sin, but look upon Christ first. In every duty look at
Christ; before duty, to pardon; in duty, to assist; after duty, to
accept. Without this, it is but carnal, careless duty. Do not
legalize the gospel, a,s if part remained for thee to do and suffer,
and Christ were but a half Mediator, as if thou must bear part of
thine own sin, and make some satisfaction. Let sin break thy
heart, but not thy hope in the gospel.
When we come to God we must bring nothing but Christ with
us, any ingredients or any previous qualification of our own will
poison and corrupt faith. He that builds upon duties and graces
knows not the merits of Christ. Thy workings, thy self-sufficiency
must be destroyed. Thou must receive all at God's hand. Christ
is the gift of God: Faith is the gift of God: Pardon is a free
gift. . Ah! how nature storms, frets, rages at this, that all is gift,
and it can purchase nothing with its works, and tears, and duties;
that all works are excluded and of no value in the justification of
the soul. If nature had been to contrive the way of salvation it
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would rather have put it into the hands of saints and angels to
sell it, than into the hands of Christ who gives freely, whom
therefore it suspects. Nature would set up a way to purchase by
duing, therefore it abominates the merits of Christ as the most
distinctive thing to it. Nature would do anything to be saved
rather than go to Christ, or close with Christ, and owe all to Him.
Christ will have nothing, but the soul would thrust somewhat of
its own upon Christ. Here is the great controversy. Consider:
didst thou ever yet see the merits of Christ and the infinite
satisfaction made by His death? Didst thou see this when the
burden of sin and the wrath of God lay heavy on thy conscience.
That is grace! The greatness of Christ's merits is not known but
to a poor soul in deep distress. Slight convictions will have but
a slight, low esteem of Christ's blood and merits. .
Despairing sinner! thou lookest on thy right hand and on thy
left, saying, "Who will show me any good?" thou art tumbling
over all thy duties and professions to patch up a righteousness to
save thee. Look at Christ now! look to Him and be saved.
There is none else. Look anywhere else and thou art undone.
God will look at nothing but Christ, and thou must look at
nothing else. Christ is lifted up on high, as the brazen serpent
in the wilderness, that sinners at the end of the earth-the greatest
distance-may see Him and live. The least sight of Him will be
saving; the least touch healing to thee. And God intends thou
shouldest look on Him, for He hath set Him upon a high throne
of glory, in the open view of all poor sinners.
Consider: whilst Christ was upon the earth He was more
among publicans and sinners than Scribes and Pharisees, His
professed adversaries, for they were righteous ones. It is not as
thou imaginest that His state in glory makes Him neglectful,
scornful to poor sinners. No, He hath the same heart now in
heaven, He is God and changeth not. He is "the Lamb of God,
that taketh away the sin of the world." He went through all thy
temptations, dejections, sorrows, desertions, rejections. He hath
drunk the bitterest of the cup, and left thee the sweet; the
condemnation is out. Christ drank up all the Father's wrath at
one draught, and nothing but salvation is left for thee. Hast thou
nothing but sin and misery? Go to Christ with all thy impenitency
and unbelief to get faith and repentance from Him that is glorious.
Tell Christ, "Lord, I have, I have brought no righteousness, no
grace to be accepted in or justified by, I am come for thine, and
must have it." We would be bringing to Christ, and that must
not be. Not a penny of nature's highest improvements will pass
in heaven. Grace will not stand with works.
Self-righteousness and self-sufficiency are the darlings of nature,
which she preserves as her life. That makes Christ seem ugly to
nature. Nature cannot desire Him. He is just opposite to
all nature's glorious interests. Let nature but make a gospel and
it would make it quite contrary to Christ. It would be the just,
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the innocent, the holy. Christ makes the.gospel for thee, that is,
for needy sinners-the ungodly and the unrighteous.
Nature cannot endure to think the gospel is only for sinners;
it will rather choose to despair than to go to Christ upon such
terms. When nature is put to it by guilt or wrath, it will go to
its old haunts of self-righteousness, self-goodness, etc. The Holy
Spirit must cast down those strongholds. None but the selfjustifier stands excluded by the gospel. Christ will sooner look
at the most abominable sinner before Him, because to the former
Christ cannot be made justification. He does not know nor
confess his sin. To say in compliment, "I am a sinner," is easy;
but to pray with the publican, "Lord, be merciful to me a sinner,"
is the, hardest prayer in the world. It is easy to say, "I believe
on Christ." But· to see Christ full of grace and truth, "of whose
fulness thou mayest receive grace for grace," that is saving. It
is easy to profess Christ with the mouth. But to confess Him
with the he~rt, as Peter did, "to be the Christ, the Son of the
living God," the alone Mediator that is above flesh and blood.
Many call Christ Saviour,. few know Him to be so. To see grace
and salvation in Christ is the greatest sight in the world. Men
may be ashamed to think, in the midst of so much profusion, they
have known so little of the blood of Christ, which is the main
thing of the gospel.
A Christless, formal profession is the
blackest sight next to hell. Thou mayest have many good things,
and yet one thing may be wanting, that may make thee go away
sorrowful from Christ. Thou hast never sold all that thou hast,
never parted with all thine own righteousness. Thou mayest be
high in duty, and yet a perfect enemy and adversary to Christ in
every prayer, in every ordinance.
Labour after sanctification to thy utmost, but make not a Christ
of it to save thee. If so, it must come down one way or other.
Christ's obedience and sufferings, not thy sanctification, must be
thy justification before God. For, if the Lord should appear
terrible out of His holy place, fire would consume it as hay and
stubble. This is religion-to build all upon the everlasting
mountains of God's love and grace in Christ; to look continually
at Christ's infinite righteousness and merits; to see the full guilt
and defilement of sin pardoned and washed away, knowing thy
polluted self, and all thy weak performances, accepted continually;
in these views to trample upon all self-righteousness, and be found
,continually in the righteousness of Christ, only that Christ alone,
as Mediator, may be exalted in His throne, mourning over all thy
duties which thou hast not performed in the sight and sense of
Christ's love. Without the blood of Christ on the conscience,
all is dead service. Search the Scriptures daily, as mines of gold,
wherein the heart of Christ is laid. Watch against constitutional
sins, see them in their vileness, and they shall never break out
into act. Keep always a humble, empty, broken frame of heartsensible of any spiritual miscarriage, observant of all inward
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workings, fit for the highest communications. Keep not guilt in
the conscience, but apply the blood of Christ immediately. God
chargeth sin and guilt upon thee to make thee look to Christ, the
brazen serpent.
Judge not Christ's love by providences, but by promises. Bless
God for shaking off false foundations, and for any way whereby
He keeps the soul awakened and looking after Christ. Better is
sickness and temptation than security and slightness. A slighting
spirit will turn a profane spirit, and will sin and pray too. Slightness is the bane of profession. If it be not rooted out of the
heart by constant and serious dealings with, and beholdings ofi
Christ in duties, it will grow more strong and more deadly by
being under ordinances. Measure not thy graces by others'
attainments, but by the Scripture. Be serious and exact in duty,
having the weight of it upon thy heart; but be as much afraid
of taking comfort from duties as from sins. Comfort from any
hand but Christ's is deadly. Be much in prayer, or you will never
keep up much communion with God. As you are in closetprayer, so you will be in all other ordinances. Remember Christ's
time of love, when thou wast naked (Ezek. xvi. 8), thw He chose
thee. Remember thy sins, Christ's pardonings; thy deserts,
Christ's merits; thy weakness, Christ's strength; thy pride, Christ's
humility; thy many infirmities, Christ's restorings; thy guilt,
Christ's new applications of His blood; thy failings, Christ's
assistance; thy wants, Christ's fulness; thy temptations, Christ's
tenderness; thy vileness, Christ's righteousness.
Blessed soul! whom Christ shall find, not having on his own
righteousness, but having his robes washed, and made white in
the blood of the Lamb.

\tbe late
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ELDER IN SHlELDAIG CONGREGATION.

writer regrets that, after postponing this notice of the
T HEworthy
Alexander Mackenzie in order to get more information regarding him, he is still unable to give an adequate
account of his life.
He was born in Diabaig in the year 1828. His father, Duncan
Mackenzie, was a pious man and an elder in the Free Church.
In his old age he removed with his fami.\y to Maryburgh, where
he died. The subject of this short notice was brought up with
his uncle, and stayed in Diabaig after his father and family left.
Physically he was robust; his strength continued to old age.
But when the Lord's time came for his removal, he was taken
away quite suddenly. At our communion at Shieldaig, which is
usually on the second Sabbath of June, he was able to attend
every day, and performed all the duties of his office as elder.
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At the meeting of Session on Saturday of the communion, he
express.ed in words his apprehension that that would be the last
time he would attend a meeting of Session. And so it was, for
exactly three weeks from that day he was called away to join the
Church, of the First-born above.
Gairloch communion is usually held two Sabbaths after Shieldaig. He pad a great desire to go there, but hesitated owing to
the long walk across the moor, which in former years he used to
traverse as lightly as a roe. But now it was a long, wearisome
journey for an old man to face. We have no doubt but that he
made it a matter of prayer, and the Lord, who is the hearer and
answerer of prayer, opened a way for him. He heard that a
motor boat from AlIigin, the nearest crofting township, was to go
~o Gairloch on the Friday morning and to return on the Monday
evening.' He took courage and availed himself of this excellent
means of conveyance to and from the communion. Although he
lived nearly two miles from the shore at that time, he was the
first to be down at the ,beach on Friday morning to go by the
motor boat. He was able to attend every day during the communion in Gairloch. He came back on Monday by the same
boat, arrived home safely, and was able to be up and out about
the house on Tuesday and Wednesday and Thursday morning.
On Thursday afternoon he felt unwell, complaining of extreme
dizziness ,in his head, and took to his bed at once. A blood
vessel burst in his head, and he died on Saturday evening, the
29th day of June, 1912. He was interred in the Gairloch buryingground on the following Tuesday, there to rest in the grave until
the resurrection.
The writer regrets that· he is unable to give an account of his
spiritual change, but that he did undergo a spiritual change was
quite evident to all those who knew him. He was somewhat
retiring in his disposition and very unassuming-a humble, loving
Christian, always more willing to hear than to speak. As a public
speaker he was not possessed of great abilities, but what he said,
while speaking at a fellowship meeting on the Friday of a communion season, was always appreciated by the Lord's people, who
knew that it came from a sincere and honest heart. He was a
N athanael, an Israelite indeed, in whom there was no guile. But
this was not his own estimation of himself. He knew and felt
the deceitfulness of his own heart-of" the carnal mind, which
.is enmity agamst God, and is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be." He mourned over his own heart and
the corruption of his nature, and often cried out with Paul, "0
wretched man, who shall deliver me from the body of this death?"
.But, although a mourner, he had his seasons of rejoicing, and
could say at times at any rate, "I thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord; so then with the mind I myself serve the law of God,
but with the flesh the law of sin."
He had a keen interest in the cause of Christ throughout the
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land, and especially throughout the Free Presbyterian Church.
He loved the faithful brethren, and whenever he heard of one
standing up for the truth, his heart went forth with him. He
willingly cast in his lot with his much·esteemed pastor, the Rev.
D. MacDonald, Shieldaig, and the Rev.. D. Macfarlane, when, in
1893, they along with others made a stand for the truth, and
when so many of the lukewarm brethren-of whom, by some at
least, 'better was expected-turned their backs upon Christ and
His cause. A friend told the writer that he and our worthy
friend, the subject of this notice, were on one occasion on their
way home from.Shieldaig church together, when their conversation
turned on the stand, above mentioned, for the truth in 1893.
Alexander satd, "Well, John, it was while on my knees before
the Lord, seeking light on the path of duty and direction for the
step to be taken, that I left the Free Church." "Well, Sandy,"
the friend answered, "if that is so, you will be the more likely to
continue steadfast to the end." And so it was. He continued
steadfast to the end. "He that overcometh, the same shall be
clothed with white raiment, and I will not blot out his name out
of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father.
He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches."
We believe that our worthy friend is now clothed with the
white raiment, "his soul being made perfect in holiness, having
immediately passed into glory," while his body is resting in the
grave until the resurrection. Oh, what a glorious sound to him,
and to all those who shall be found in Christ at that day, will be
the sound of the last trumpet. "For the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is
written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, where is
thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?" What a blessed
state, to be eternally free from sin, and what a glorious Redeemer
He was who procured this blessed state for those who were lost
and ruined in themselves! Surely this is worth living and dying
for! But oh! the doom of those who shall not be in Christ
when they shall hear the sound of the last trumpet. What fearfulness and anguish will take hold of them when their sinful souls
and bodies, both under the curse, shall be united again, and
finally cast into the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone!
Let us give all diligence to make our calling and election
sure.
We would wish to acknowledge our deep sense of the loss to
us as a congregation caused by the death of Alexander Mackenzie,
and desire to sympathise with those of his family who remain to
mourn his loss.
D. G.

7he Free Presbyterian Magazine.

~be :fBaptise~ jfamil~:
OR AN INQUIRY INTO THE CONJ!ITlON OF CHILDREN
IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

By

CAESAR MALAN, DOCTOR IN THEOLOGY.

"For me and my house, we shall serve Jehovah."-JosHuA xxiv. IS.
(Translated .for the first time jrom the French.)
(Continued .from page 337.)
CHAPTER

VI.- THE

GOSPEL DOES NOT SEPARATE THE CHILD
FROM ITS FATHER.

Samuel.-" You then hark back on this, that children born to:
parents to whom the covenant has come, find themselves, along
with their parents, in that covenant."
The father of the family.-" That is what Messiah says, as you
saw (Psalm xxii.). They are the posterity who should be enrolled
from age to age. In regard to this I have no doubt. I see in
the children of believers the recruits of the Church militant, and
I regard them as being certainly of that army,'~s long, that is, as
they do not voluntarily desert the colours."
Samuel.-" And is it to that posterity of the people that you
think the ordinances of the Church belong?"
The father of the family.-" By 110 means yet that of the
Supper, for in respect to it there comes in an active duty of faith.
But the Sacrament of enrolment, if I may so speak-I mean
baptism with water-belongs to them without doubt, seeing that
it is equivalent not to an active duty, but it is a mark, 3, seal, of
levy and sovereign admission on the part of Jehovah, who Himself
applies it, and that on a passive subject."
Samuel.-" But is that distinction which you make between the
two ordinances Scriptl,ual ?"
The father of the farnily.-" Beyond doubt, for, as we have
already seen, as to the Supper, the Scriptures say to him who
approaches it, 'Examine thou thyself, afterwards do this' (I Cor.
xi. 28). But as to baptism the Scriptures do not say, 'Examine
thyself,' but' Be baptised' (Acts ii. 38), that is to say, receive the
seal, .be marked in the name of the Lord. So, I repeat, it is
always after that mode that baptism is administered. ' Go and
baptise,' says the Lord. ' Let everyone of you be baptised,' says
St. Peter. ' It is permitted thee,' not' do it,' says Philip."
. Samuel.-" From which you conclude, as I see, that if a little
child has been called of God he is as proper a subject to receive the,
seal of baptism as is a man who has believed, and confesses Him."
The father of the family.-" Assuredly; for yet once more, for,
it is not from him w40 is marked ;with the seal that the seal has,
either its impression or its authority."

The Baptised Family.
Samuel.-" In a word, you hold that, under the new covenant,
the little child who belongs to it ought to receive the initiating
sign, just as the little child received it under the old' covenant? "
Thefather ofthefamily.-" And you too, Samuel, say the same'
thing. For, mark you, your doubt does not concern the propriety
of putting the seal of the covenant on one that is within that
covenant, but you ask if the covenant can belong to a little child.
From which it follows that if it is shown you from the Word that
such a little child is within the covenant, you will admit that the
child should receive the seal of the covenant."
Samuel.--" Thus then your principle is that baptism with water,
the sign or seal of the new covenant, may, and often ought to be
placed on those who have not faith."
Thefather ofthefamily.-" Not by any means on the unbeliever,
but on a person not actively believing, certainly."
Samuel.-" Do you find proofs of the truth of that view in the
Word of God."
The father of the family.-" A great number. For, not to speak
of Simon Magus, who was baptised and who, although he had
made a profession of believing, yet never had faith, you see from
the Gospels that several of the disciples of the Lord left Him, and
returned no more to Him (John vi. 66, I John ii. 19). Now
these disciples had surely been baptised, and that with the Lord's
own cognisance (John iv. 2), and that Lord who knew from the
beginning who they were that the Father had given Him, knew
also who had faith. In that case it is evident that some had not
faith whom the Lord baptised with water, for had they been true
believers they would never have turned back from Him, as those
did. That is why it seems to me that to say that baptism with
water is the seal or confirmation of faith is to bring a charge
against the Lord Himself, and amounts to saying that he baptised
badly, or that he was deceived when He made these disciples."
Samuel. -" I see your point. Your reasoning is very close:
for to suppose that any of those who finally quitted the Lord had
not been baptised by Him would be purely imaginary, seeing that
they were named as His disciples. . . .
Therefore I, from this hour, give up saying that baptism with
water was given by the Lord in confirmation of faith, or a seal
put upon faith. But was not baptism with water always granted
after a profession of faith? Is there mention made in the
Scriptures of a single baptised person who had not made a
profession of faith before being thus sealed with water baptism?"
The father of the family.-" Here, good friend, I recall to your
memory that which I said concerning the baptism of the Lord
Jesus, by whom 00 coofession of faith was made, and I also
repeat that, although that profession should be made by one
who is not yet within the Church but is being called thereto, the
case is different in regard to those who are already within the
Church. Baptism with water proclaims the promise of grace,
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which is in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. It is then joined to that promise, and accompanies
it and seals it; it attaches itself to him whom the promise reaches
-that is to say, to him to whom God hath extended it. If, then,
I am a person to whom God has extended that promise, I am a
person that ought to be baptised, seeing that baptism as much as
says- Thou who art thus sealed with water, thou art under the
promise which takes in the name ofJehovah. This baptism marks
me then because, according to the will of God, I am the subject
of that promise, of which I shall have the spiritual benefit if I
receive it in my heart and by faith."
Samuel.-" That view, dear friend, is new to me. Yet it is all
the time your self and same principle of the sovereignty of God.
It is God that, according to His pleasure, envelopes under the
promise of grace those whom it pleases Him, and who places on
them the seal of this dispensation of this call?"
The father of the family.-" Yes, my brother, it is the subject
of that sover~ign promise that God thus points out, and at the
very time that He gives this subject by this baptism the commandment to believe the promise, he publishes it and by a
material and symbolical kind of preaching he recalls the promise
in the midst of the people to whom the promise has come, and
they both hear and see it at every baptism which they witness.
.Now, you surely understand, that as I have received baptism
because that to me the promise came, if that promise reaches my
child also, he too ought to be marked with the same seal, since
that he also is one of the subjects of this covenant."
Samuel.-"Yes, without doubt; but it is there exactly that the
question comes in. Is the child within this covenant simply
because his father is within it? "
The father of the famiiy.-" The child was there assuredly from
th~ beginning 9f the Church on earth, or as soon as the promise
of grace, which is God's covenant towards man, was made to the
human race."
Samue/.---:" Please shew it me, for this matter is of the greatest
.
interest to me? "
The father of the family.-" To begin with then, as soon as you
open the Bible, please give heed to a circumstance which appears
to me very striking. We are told (Genesis iv. 26) 'That Seth
had a son, and that he called his name Enoch, and that then
began men to call upon the name of Jehovah.' That is to say,
from the beginning of the world you find on the occasion of
th.e birth of a child, the invocation of the name of J ehovah, and
that invocation constitutes henceforth the Church, the people ·of
God, distinct and separate from the impious race of Cain; and
that Church-thus taking its beginning from the birth of
believing Seth's first-born child-was set up within the family
of that believer, and it consisted of his children, of his race,
who remained distinct from the family of Cain by the name of
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Jehovah being called upon them, and by their being called sons
or children of God (Genesis vi. 2). Certainly, I mean to say, that
so far as it concerns that primitive Church, and for the following
well.nigh seven generations the family was reputed as the Church,
and the children who were members of the family were precisely
'the posterity enlisted unto J ehovah,' and within which that
Church was continued. You see then that in those primitive times
of the Gospel (for it was the Promise, without the Law" that was
then announced) the children were born within the Church, and
at that time already the name of Jehovah was called upon them."
Samuel.-" I thank you for shewing me that fact, which I had
not before noticed, a fact which appears to me to be as solid as it'
is interesting. I can only recognise that then assuredly the name
of the Lord was invoked upon the child as well as upon its father."
The father of the family.-" You will also grant that it was so
done to the child by the authority of God, and according to the
covenant of His promise. For we learn that then also God
taught His people among whom the offering of the sacrifice, which
was the worship of the Lord, and at which the families assisted,
was offered up. Now to suppose that the children were turned
away from that solemn worship would be to contradict the very
constitution of the Church at that time." .
Samuel.-" No, I do not think the thing can be supposed."
The father of the family.-" But that was how the matter stood..
up to the time that the Church, becoming adulterous, mingled"
with the descendants of Cain. Then Noah, the head of a family,'
alone remained faithful, and it was to him alone, but together
with his children, that the Promise came. The Church was then
only in the Ark, and shortly after the flood it was only in the
family of Shem that the people of God were found, until that
Abraham, one of the descendents of Shem, became in a special
sense the depositai'y, within his family, of the promise of the
covenant. Now you see, don't you, that from the beginning of
the Church up to the time of which we speak, the Church was
not composed of individuals so to say picked out from here and
there, or taken from so many places or plucked from off so many'
trunks, but rather was it a propagated body, increased by families
and race and generations up to the day that the Lord pointed out
a particular family in which the promise should find accomplishment, and indicated His will that that family should add to the
name of God which was called upon them a sign or seal of the
covenant which henceforth should appertain to that family alone,
Now, dear brother, please observe two things: First, that that dispensation which endured more than two thousand five hundred years
was always a dispensation of the promise of grace, and, secondly,
that when to the calling upon them of the name of Jehovah
there was added a visible seal, that mark or seal was spiritual."

J.

[This chapter is rather long and so we break off here in the middle of it.-,
R. M,],

-

(To De continued.)
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late IDiss IDargaret "Ulrqubart,
LANGWELL HOUSE, DINGWALL.

members of the Dingwall congregation were removed by
T wodeath
in the course of the past year-Miss Mackay and

~

Miss Urquhart. The former died in August and the latter in
September. They were two of the most worthy Christian women
we had in our congregation. Intimate friends on earth, they are
now, we have no doubt, together in heaven.
Miss Urquhart was brought under the saving power of the
Gospel at the age of seventeen years, and she led a consistent and
useful Christian life to the end of her pilgrimage in the wilderness. Her parents, who were godly persons, lived for the first
part of their married life at Conon, in the parish of U rquhart, but
removed to Dingwall soon after Dr. Kennedy was settled as
minister of the Free Church congregation in the town, and they
remained at Dingwall till they finished their course in the world.
The conversion of Miss Urquhart at an early age may be traced
to her godly upbringing from childhood by her parents and the
preaching of the Gospel by Dr. Kennedy. She had the greatest
love and esteem for Dr. Kennedy, and remembered and often
repeated much of what she heard from his lips when preaching.
She was greatly impressed by a sermon he 'preached at Ferintosh
on the sovereignty of God in the salvation of sinners-a subject
to which he gave a prominent place in his preaching during his
ministry, and \he more so as he saw Arminianism making such
progress in the Church since it was introduced into Scotland by
the American missionaries, Moody and Sankey..
Miss U rquhart bore the impress of the class of Christians taught
and nourished under the ministry of such great ministers as Dr.
Kennedy-a class that are rapidly passing away. She was reserved
in' speaking of her own experience till near her end, when she
spoke more freely of what the Lord did for her soul, and expressed
her good hope for eternity. It would do good to one to visit her
on her deathbed. Christ was all in all to her. She had no confidence in the flesh; all her hope was in the finished work of
Christ. This must be the case with all God's people, for it is
all-sufficient.
Miss Urquhart was among the few in Dingwall who stood
faithful to the truth in 1893, when the creed of the Church of
Christ in Scotland since the Reformation was thrown overboard
by a large majority,in the Free Church, and an Arminian creed
adopted instead. She adhered steadfastly to the position then
taken up by the Free Presbyterian Church, believing that it was
the only position which God would own and bless, as it was
agreeable to His will revealed in the Scriptures, and that He
wOQld not .likely bless the labours of those who remained under an
unscriptural creed. : It was the opinion of discerning persons that
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the cream of the professing people in Dingwall joined our Church.
It was a time of trial and sifting, and the sifting is still going on,
but it is meant by Him who has the fan in hand to separate the
chaff from the wheat, which is no loss to the Church but gain.
Although they were for ten years without an ordained minister,
she, among the rest, regularly attended the meetings which were
conducted on Sabbath and week-days by the godly catechist,
Mr. Alexander Macdonald, and after his death by a student
or missionary; for it was not ministers she followed, but the
truth.
It is due to her memory to mention that during those years,
when they had neither manse nor church, her house was a home
for our ministers and other friends on Communion occasions,
and not only on those occasions, but every time they came to
vreach in the town. Her comfortable and hospitable house might
at that time be called the Free Presbyterian manse in this town.
She was charitable to the poor, especially those of the household
of faith, and gave of her means to help them in the time of need.
When she did so her left hand did not know what her right hand
gave. Being of independent means, she acted as one who had to
give an account of the talents given her by her Lord. She gave
also of her means to support the cause of Christ at home and
abroad. After her decease her kind and generous brother, Mr.
George Urquhart, handed to our Treasurer £20 for congregational purposes, "in memory of a beloved sister, who took a deep
interest in the Dingwall Free Presbyterian congregation."
Miss Urquhart saw many changes in Dingwall since her first
recollection of the town. Many of the Lord's people she knew
had passed away. The Sabbath, which was carefully observed
by old and young in her earlier days, she saw profaned in various
ways by a new generation who feared not the Lord. There was
not such a thing as selling and buying milk on the Lord's day
when she came to Dingwall, but she saw this evil work carried 0n
in defiance of the divine command to remember the Sabbath to
keep it holy, and professors of religion, even ministers, elders, and
communicants patronising it. She saw also a time when there
were only two ecclesiastical denominations in the town-the
Established Church and the Free Church-but she lived to see
six denominations instead of the two. She saw the once large
Free Church congregation, under the pastorate of Dr. Kennedy,
split into three different denominations. This she deplored. She
deplored it on account of that which caused the division-the
changing of the Scriptural creed of the Free Church. She saw,
moreover, an organ introduced into the Parish Church-the first
organ seen in a Presbyterian Church in Dingwall since the
Reformation. Although the Established Church was not thought
much of as a witness for Christ since the Disruption in 1843, yet
this was in Dingwall a new departure from the mode of worship
practised in the Church of the Reformation. Seeing all this she
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thankful that she was a member of a Church (and a faithful
member she was) that adhered faithfully to the principles, doctrines,
and mode of worship prescribed in the Word of God.
Having been well grounded in the doctrines of God's word by
her parents and under the ministry of Dr. Kennedy, Miss
Urquhart was sound in the faith, and would not listen to error. She
appreciated the preaching of the gospel, and even the law when
it was given its appropriate place in the sermon. A minister
could not declare the terrors of the law too severely for her,
though as a living Christian who needed feeding, she preferred
to hear the gospel preached. She found benefit from both, and
she knew that the great majority of the hearers were dead in
trespasses and sins, and needed to be awakened to a sense of
their lost condition. Indeed, she did not care for a minister who
did not preach the whole counsel of God. The more faithful a
minister was, the more attached she was to him. She knew her
Bible well, and read with interest and profit other religious books,
especially biographies of godly men and women-some of whom
she knew, and others she never saw in the flesh. She loved the
Lord, His word, people, and cause, and in her walk and conversation bore the marks of a true Christian woman. Being the
eldest of a family of two sons and four daughters (one of the sons
died when young), she, after the death of her parents, acted like
a mother towards the rest, and they looked up to her for advice
and guidance as long as she was left with them. There was great
concord between them all.
In her last illness, which lasted for several months, Miss
Urquhart was for the most part confined to bed, and suffered
severe pain in her side and foot, which she bore with Christian
resignation to the Lord's will. She was taken ill suddenly, and
understood that it was the messenger of death; and although her
relatives hoped that she might recover, she herself did not expect
so. At the beginning of her trouble she was wonderfully comforted by passages of Scripture, and spoke freely of the Lord's
goodness to her. She was not, however, a stranger to the 'power
of unbelief in her past history, nor now on her deathbed. But
she was enabled to look to Jesus, in whom she trusted in the past,
and hoped that He would not now forsake her at the end. She
was not disappointed in her hope. The night she died she asked
the nurse to tell her brother and sisters not to retire to bed, not
knowing what might happen before the morning. The nurse
went to deliver the message, and when she returned after a few
minutes she found that Miss Urquhart had passed away. Yes,
she had passed away to her eternal rest. All her sufferings came to
an end, and she entered into the joy of her Lord. " Blessed are
the dead that die in the Lord." She died on the 12th September,
1913, and her remains were interred in the Old Churchyard in
the town on the following Monday.
She is survived by a brother and three sisters, to whom we

Suipeir an Tighearna: Rivetus.

extend our deep sympathy and prayers in their bereavement and
sorrow. We shall all die; let us therefore seek preparation for
death. Let us seek grace to live for God while we live, and then
we shall, after death, be with Christ, which is far better.
D. MACF.

Suipeir an

~igbearna:

1Rh'etus.

. Teagasg, a chum gu'm bitheadh iadsan le'm b','till 'tight"nn gu
h-iomchuidh gu bord naomh an Tighearna at'r an
ullachadh roimh laimh __
LEIS AN URR. ANDREAS RIVETUS.

(Air eadar-theangachadh o'n Laidinn airson a' cheud uair.)
(Air a leantuinn

0

t. d. 356.)

AN SEACHDAMH CAIBIDEIL,
'Tha a'cur an ceill g'ur coir dhuinn tighinn gus a' bhord naomh
so le ullachadh iomchuidh.
's gu'n robh an t-Ordugh naomh so air a chur air
A CHIONN
chois leis-san maille ris nach'eil gnuis-bhreith, cha d'iarr E
annta-san dha'n d' thug E an t-Sacramaid so a chum a gnathachadh mor-ghreadhachas ann an nithean o'n leth muigh, oir ged tha
na nithean sin ann am mor mheas a measg dhaoine, gidheadh cha
nithean iad a bhuineas gu coitchionn dhoibhsan uile a ta air an
gairm ann an so, ni mo is nithean iad anns am bheil tairbh air
bith gu 'cur air aghaidh priomh aobhar na Sacramaid." 'Se so an
t-aobhar air son am bheil Seumas (ii. I), 'gar comhairleachadh is
e 'g radh; "Na bitheadh agaibh creidimh ar Tighearna Iosa
Criosd; Tighearna na gloire, maille ri gnuis bhreith." Agus tha
Pol a' faotainn croin dha na Corintianaich airson gu'n robh iad,
'nan cuirmean graidh, "a' narachadh na muinntir aig nach robh"
(I Cor. xi. 22). Cha robh Seumas, mar an ceudna, a' ceadachadh
gu'm bitheadh tuilleadh aite air a thoirt, ann an comh-chruinneachadh na h-eaglais, dh'an duine air an robh fainne bir, agus 'bha
ann an eudach dealrach, na a bhitheadh air a thoirt dh'an duine
bhochd a bhitheadh ann an eudach suarach, oir 'se a bhitheadh
ann an sin comharradh air breitheamhan a bheireadh breith
eucorach. 0 na nithean sin, ma ta, feumaidh sinn a cho-dhunadh
nach'eil Dia ag iarraidh anns a' mhuinntir a thig 'dh' ionnsuidh
a' bhuird naoimh, eudach dealrach, no airneis de mhor luach air
a' chorp, no neamhnuidean soillseach, no obair ghreis de iomadh
dath, direach mar nach robh an t-Abstol Peadar a' meas gu robh
e iomchuidh do mhnathan diadhuidh gu'm "b'i am breaghachd,.

* Eha an "Teagasg" so air a sgriobhadh le Rivetus d'ur bha e 'na fhearteagaisg do Uilleam 11., Prionnsa rra H-Olaint.-I. R. M.
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figheadh an fhuilt, agus a' cur air oirre, agus deagh thrusgan a
bhi umpa, a' bhreaghachd sin o'n leth-muigh," ach tha e ag
iarraidh uatha gu'm b' fhearr leo "duine folaichte a' chridhe, ann
an neo-thruaillidheachd spioraid, mhacanta agus chiuin, ni a tha
ro-Iuachmhor ann an sealladh Dhe.." 'Se a leithid sin de grinneas
a tha freagarrach aiL-son nighean an Righ Shiorruidh, "'tha uileghlormhor a stigh" (Salm xlv. 13), agus is iad a' mhuinntir a ta air
an gainn ann an so buil! a cuirp diomhair, agus is muinntir iad mar
sin dh'an dleasdanas e gu'm bitheadh curam orra mu dheighinn
ullachadh a' chridhe, agus cha'n ann mu dheighinn grinneas a'
chuirp, mu dheighinn ath-Ieasachaidh agus glanaidh anns an taobh
a stigh, agus cha'n ann mu dheighinn ath-Ieasachaidh agus a bhi
'cur umpa eudach o'n leth-rnuigh, air dhoibh a bhi ag amharc air
na nithean sin tha luach-mhor ann an sealladh Dhe, agus cha'n
ann air na nithean a bhuaileas suilean dhaoine. Ann an so
faodaidh am brathair a tha iosal gairdeachas a dheanamh 'na
ardachadh, mar neach a tha a' gabhail fois anns gu'n do "thagh
Dia bochdan an t-saoghail so, saoibhir ann an creidimh, agus 'nan
oighreachaibh air an rioghachd, a gheall e dhoibhsan a ghradhaicheas e" (Seumas i. 9; ii. 5). Mar sin cha bu choir doibh
eagal a bhi orra nach teid gabhail riu ma 'se's gu'm feum iad
suidh sios aig a' bhord so le eudach caithte no reubta; ma 'se's
gu bheil an cridhe reubta le aithreachas, agus gu bheil iad a'cur
umpa Chriosd tre ath-nuadhachadh an Spioraid, oir mar sin thig
iad gu bord an Tighearn air an sgeudachadh gu maiseach ann an
sealladh Dhe.
Cha'n'eil so 'n a aobhar gu'm bitheadh neach air bith a' cumail
a mach e fein a bhi ni's bochda anns an t-saoghal na 'tha e, no
nach bitheadh air neach curam air bith mu ghlainead a chuirp,
oir tha sinn a' meas, fhad as 'tha an cothrom aig neach, gu bheil
e iomchuidh gu'm biodh trusgan gach neach freagarrach dh'a
.innbhe anns an t-saoghal, ach a mhain gu'm bi beusachd air a
coimhead, agus gu h-araidh, fhad as 'tha sin ann an comas neach,
gu'm bitheadh 'eudach air a ghlanadh agus glan. Ach a mhain,
mheas sinn e iomchuidh gu'n cuireamaid an ceill na nithean a ta
air an cur sios anns a chaibideil so chum solais na muinntir
bhochd agus anmhunn, a tha 'n an luidh ann an uir agus ann am
mosaiche, a chum gu'n tuigeadh iad gu bheil grinneas a ta ni's
luachmhor na grinneas an t-saoghail so ri fhaotainn, agus gu'm
faod iadsan eiridh ann an so os ceann na muinntir aig am bheil
barrachd orra ann an nithean an t-saoghail so, ma 'se is nach
ambairc iad sud ach a mhain ri greadhnachas agUG luachmhoireachd o'n leth muigh.
( Ri leantuinn. )

"THE prayer of all should be, 'Lord Jesus, as Thou hast got
9-eath, and hiI;ll that hath the power of death, under Thy feet,
even so, Lord, 'put tperp under ours."-Romaine.
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memoirs of tbe 1ife an~ 16~perience of
IDarion l.airb of ~reenocR.
(Continued from page 396.)

CONCLUSION.
The Conclusion of the Memoirs, containing Reflections
on the foregoing Exercise.

the beginning of April, 1740, to the time of my outgate,
F ROM
so near as I can remember, was about the month of
July, 1741.
reflections.

And upon the whole; I shall make the following

SECTION 1.
Some general Observations.

1. I HAVE often reflected with wonder at the" sovereign free
grace and love of God," which is neither procured by our good,
nor hindered by our evil. At the time when the Lord brought
me to hear .the glorious gospel, which He blessed for my
awakening and conviction, I had never come to a greater height
in sinning, and .drinking in youthful pleasures. The Lord set
home the law in its spiritual extent; He led me into the dark
recesses of the heart, to see what abominations were done there
in the chambers of imagery. I stood amazed at the sight, and
was made to wonder that such a wretch as I was so long out of
hell. This could not be but a surprising sight to one who had an
high opinion of herself. A little before this I thought if three
would go to heaven, I would be one of them j though verily I
sought righteousness by the works of the law, by which no sinner
can be justified.
.
2. I have wondered at the infinite power and wisdom of God,
that bore me up unde~ such a load of guilt and sense of wrath,
and yet suffered me neither to sink under it, nor split on the
rock of despair. You may read my case in Deut: xxviii. 65, 66,
67. I had no assurance of my life a moment being out of hell.
: 3. I wondered at the divine patience bearing so long with me
and at the wisdom of God in keeping me so long at Sinai. I see
that less of the law-work would not do: my proud heart thought
it below it to come down f~om the tree of legality, and to submit
to the righteousness of Christ for justification before God, and
acceptance with Him. I found self was the sticking point with
me j and that a hard ,saying, "Let a man deny himself." To be
denied to religious self was like the cutting off a right hand or
the plucking out a right eye. The, Lord continued thundering
from Mount Sinai, until He made me despair of hope by the
works of the law: "Cursed is every, one that continueth not in
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all things written in the book of the law to do them" (Galatians
iii. 10). "He that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting life; he
that believeth not the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of
God abideth on him" (John iii. 36). Then Christ was manifested
in the character of a Redeemer. 0 how sweet was this relation,
a Redeemer! "He was made under the law, to redeem them that
were under the law." While this glorious discovery lasted, it was
full of ravishing sweetness: many things contributed to make it
so, particularly the case wherein it found me condemned by God,
and by my own conscience. I was like to sink under the fear
and pressure of a present execution of the sentence. Was it any
wonder that the news of pardon and forgiveness was sweet
to one in such a case? I mention not these things for my own
commendation, but to the praise and glory of His grace, who
hath made us "accepted in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6).

SECTION 11.
Containing an account of my experience about the duty of writing.

the forementioned exercise I wrote a few remarks,
A FTER
intending only the help of my own memory. About that
time my father took trouble, wnich issued in his death, which was
the occasion of my going afterwards to service. I would here,
by the way, observe a few considerations that lay heavy upon me
about the time of my father's death. It was not only the want of
him, though a loving and affectionate father, but the loss which
the family would sustain. The last time I spoke with him I
asked him how matters were with him. He answered me, "I get
some blinks of the Lord's countenance; but when He comes He
stays short till He is away again." A few days thereafter he went
to the undisturbed 'rest of glory, where clouds would no more
'cover from the face of our glorious Lord. When I considered
the great loss the poor family was at by the want of him, there
being nothing like grace in any of them: when I considered,
where Christ dwells not by His Spirit, they could not dwell in
Christ by faith; where there is no union to the Lord Jesus, there
can be no communion with Him: what is there then but the
strong man armed keeping the house, and his goods are at ease?
The consideration of those things gave me many errands to the
throne of grace, crying to the Lord that He would plant the
graces of His Spirit into their souls. The glorious Hearer of
prayer caused me to hope upon that word, concerning some of
them, "I will cause you to pass under the rod, and will bring you
into the bond of the covenant" (Ezek. xx. 37).
But I return to the purpose in hand. Those copies I had
written, I laid into my chest. When I was putting on or off my
clothes, and got my eye upon them, I was often challenged by
one of those two scriptures, "If any man draw bade, my soul hath
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no pleasure in him" (Hebrews x. 38). "And Jesus said unto
him, If any man putteth his hand to the plough and looketh back,
he is not fit for the kingdom of God" (Luke ix. 62). I wist not
what to do, for I neither had an opportunity for writing, nor had
I a desire for it. I observed, in our reading of the Scriptures,
morning and evening in the family, what the word spoke to that
purpose. I saw the duty to be founded on, and authorized from
many places of scripture: I only mention a few of them. " It is
a night to be much observed to the Lord, for bringing them out
of the land of Egypt: this is that night of the Lord, to be
observed of all the children of Israel, in all their generations"
(Exod. xii. 42). How much more ought it to be observed unto
the Lord, with gratitude and thankfulness, by those whom the
Lord has brought forth from the Egypt of a natural state, a worse
state than the Egyptian bondage? "Come, see a man which
told me all things that ever I did: Is not this the Christ? " (John
iv. 29). "Come and bear, all ye that fear God; and I will tell what
he hath done for my soul" (Psalm Ixvi. 16). "For he established
a testimony in J acob, and appointed a law in Israel j which he
commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to
their children" (Psalm lxxviii. 4). "Whoso is wise, and will
observe those things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord" (Psalm cviii. 43). But the great question
with me was, Is it. I; is it I, the Lord calls to such a duty?
Uzzah's putting his hand to the ark was good in itself; but he
wanted God's command to it (2 Samuel vi. 7); "They offered
strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not:
and there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and
they died before the Lord" (Lev. i. 2). Those, and the like
Scriptures, filled me with so much of the awe and majesty of God,
as made me to tremble at the thoughts of such a duty without a
clear call from Him. The Lord said often unto me, "Fear not,
I have enjoined thee." At other times I was challenged by those
words, "The servant that knoweth his master's will and doeth it
not, shall be beaten with many stripes." I was reproved also by
ministers in. their doctrine, though they knew nothing of it; for I
consulted with none of them. I consulted only with God, and
the word of God, and my own conscience: "Acknowledge him
in all thy ways, and he will direct thy paths" (Proverbs iii. 6).
At length the Lord in His holy providence opened a door for
that duty, by very trying dispensations; they were 'bitter to me as
the gall and wormwood. I said, the Lord had dealt bitterly with
me j I was so rude and ignorant, and as a beast before Him.
He cut me off from youthful pleasures, things lawful in themselves,
but unlawfully used, so far as they got Christ's room in my heart.
I saw not then what a glorious design the Lord was carrying on
by those bitter trials, but He hath let me see it since that time j
and I desire, with all my heart, to bless Him for them, upon a
view of the Lord's way with me. Well may I say, "0 Lord, who
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is like unto thee amongst the, gods? who is like to thee, glorious
in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?" (Exod. xv. 1 r).
The Lord to.ok ,me aside into the wilderness, and there He spoke
with me: He told me in part wnat He had done for me, and
also what He would have me do for Him. Then He removed
the obstinacy that was in my will against the duty; and I sought
further evidence from the Lord, by His word and Spirit, of His
calling !pe to the duty. And I may say to His praise He
prepared my heart for prayer, and bowed His ear and answered
me by those three scriptures: I mention them in the order they
occurred, and the views I got of them; Isaiah xliii. 26, "Put me
in remembrance." I thought it was as if the Lord had said, Put
Me in remembrance by telling others what I had done for thee: or
cause My name to be remembered. "I will make thy name to
be remem bered in all generations" (Psalm xlv. 17). " Them
that honour me, I will honour" (1 Samuel ii. 30). This filled
me with shame and blushing in the sight of a holy God, and
made me to say, "Lord, w,hat can I db to Thy honour? Lord,
help me to honour Thee in life, and in death. Lord, without
Thee I can do nothing: without Thee let me desire to do
nothing; but through Thy grace strengthening me I can do all
things: I can do all things Thou callest me to: Lord, 'Work it
in me both to will, and also to do, of thy good pleasure;' and
'do thou bear all the glory of it'" (1 Cor. xv. 58). "Be ye
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord; forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord."
By these three scriptures, the Lord fully satisfied me as to the
clearness of HIs calling me to that exercise, and strongly fortified
me against the trial He knew I had yet to meet with, both from
Satan, and from the instruments He stirred up to oppose that
exercise. "God hath chosen the foolish things of this world to
,confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of this
world to confound the things that are mighty, that no flesh might
glory in his presence: that, according as it is written, he that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" (r Cor. i, 27, 3 r).
(To bt continutd.)

"IN truth, this righteousness of Christ, which saves me, is not
mine by nature; and thus I learn deeply to humble myself before
.God: but it is mine to all eternity, by a gift of grace; and thus I
learn to know ,the depths of that love of God which enriches me
.in my great poverty. 0 blessed righteousness, which art not
mine, and yet art mine, thou humblest and raisest me up in turn,
and thou preservest my soul in that sacred harmony of lowliness
'and greatness which makes it beautiful in the sight of God! "Dr. Merle D'4u:bigne.

Letters by the late George Forrest, Canada.
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<tana~a.

FRIEND in Canada has kindly sent us two instructive letters
of the late worthy Mr. Forrest's : (1.)
BRUCEFIELD,

8th January, 1906.

DEAR MR. - - , - I was so pleased to think that you would
put yourself to so much trouble as to come so far just to see an
old body like me. I thought I ought to write a few lines
acknowledging your kindness. But as I have no general news of
importance to give you, I will try to give you some thoughts that
I had on that beautiful hundred and tenth Psalm, but premising
that I do not claim to be an authority in these matters.
The Psalm looks as if it had been a conversation between the
Three Persons of the Godhead after Christ had undertaken the
work of Redemption. And the 'Father is the first to speak, and
He says to the Son, "Sit thou on my right hand until I make thy
foes thy footstooL" This was the place of honour and power, to
which Christ would be exalted when His work as Mediator,
which He had undertaken, should be accomplished. The next
speaker is the Holy Spirit. David said, "The Spirit of the Lord
spake by me, and his words were in my tongue." Then, as if to
encourage Christ in the work He had undertaken, the Holy
Spirit says to Christ:
" The Lord shall out of Sion send
The rod of thy great power;
In midst of all thine enemies,
Be thou the Governor."

There is Christ, as Mediator, installed as universal Governor or
King over the world of mankind. By nature they are all His
enemies, but a portion of them are to be subdued by the rod of
His power, which He sends out of Sion. I think the rod of His
power is the Gospel, for it is by the sword of the Spirit, which, is
the Word of God, that Christ is to subdue the nations to Himself;
and" Sion," the Church-His people who have His Word and
whose duty it is to make it known to the world. This is the
means by which His own people are subdued. He manifests His
great power to them in love and grace, making them willing.
They are thus changed from being enemies, and are made holy
and so beautiful in His sight that they are compared to the dew
in the morning. What a beautiful figure! How beautiful is the
dew, and also how numerous are its drops. At present, as compared with the rest of the world, they are a little flock, but when
they are all gathered together at last they will be a great multitude
which no man can number. And how beautiful they will appear
to Christ Himself when He sees them all before His throne,
clothed in His own righteousness, and not one spot of defilement
to be seen on one of them! Christ will then see of the travail of
His soul and shall be satisfied. But not only had Christ, as a
30
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King, to subdue His enemies and to make them willing friends,
but Christ found His people slaves and criminals under sentence
of death. So He had to pay a ransom for them, and satisfy
justice in their stead. And this He did when He gave Himself
an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.
But in this Psalm the Holy Spirit also speaks to Christ of Hill
kingly office as Mediator j of his Priestly office in these words : "The Lord himself hath made an oath,
And will repent him never;
Of the order of Melchisedec
Thou art a priest for ever."

One part of His priestly office was to satisfy divine justice: this
part was finished when He expired on the cross. That sacrifice is
of perpetual efficacy, and is referred to by the Apostle in these
words :-" This man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sin
for ever, sat down on the right hand of God, from henceforth
expecting, until his enemies be made his footstoo1."
Thus far in
the Psalm the Holy Spirit speaks of the Son.
You will notice that it is the same person that continues to
speak, but now he speaks to the Father about the Son. And see
how He describes Him :-" The glorious and mighty Lord that
sits at thy right hand." When Christ was on the earth he was
poor and despised, and rejer.ted j oppressed by power and mocked
by pride. But this is all changed now, and He is exalted to the
highest place of power and authority in the universe. It is as
Mediator that He is so highly exalted, and He is there carrying
on the other part of His priestly office, as the advocate and
intercessor for His people, pleading His own merits on their
behalf. Happy indeed are all those who have a saving interest in
His intercession. For you will notice that it is not of mercy or of
grace that the Spirit speaks to the Father, when He mentions the
glorious and mighty Lord-but He speaks wrath, a day of wrath.
Christ manifests His great power in love and grace in subduing
His own people by making them willing and obedient. But He
will manifest His power upon those who withstand Him, no
matter what may be their power or authority among men. If
they continue to withstand Him, and will not yield themselves
willingly in the day of His power, He will cut them through in the
day of His wrath.
.
I have never seen a satisfactory explanation of what is meant by
the "brook that runneth in the way." But we may safely say
that this at least is in it :-When He rides forth to conquer the
world to Himself, He will never lack instruments to carry on His
conquest j and nothing can hinder Him in His way until He
shall triumph gloriously over all opposition.
I began to write this more than a week ago but was not able to
finish it until to-day. You can look on this as aNew Year's
greeting.--From your affectionate friend,
GEORGE FORREsT.
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an~ ~omments.
The Bible in the School. - Mr. James Bryce, formerly

1Rotes

British Ambassador at Washington, and on whom a viscounty has
recently been conferred, in an address delivered at London
University, made some important remarks respecting the Bible in
the school, and gave expression to his regret that more attention
was not paid to Bible teaching. "It is with great regret," he said,
"that one sees in these days that the knowledge of the Bible
seems to be declining in all classes of the community. I was
struck with the same thing in the United States. Looking at it
from only the educational side, a loss- of knowledge of the Bible,
and all that the Bible means, would be incalculable to the life of
the country. It would be a great misfortune to this country
if generations of children grew up who didn't know their Bible."
These words, coming from such a distinguished statesman, ought
to be seriously weighed by those who, in our own country, are
seeking to secularise education and to banish the Bible from
the schools.
A Pleasure-loving People.-The Daily Mail Year Book
for 1914 gives the following figures under the title, " What We
Spend Annually on Amusements": - Theatres, £8,000,000;
Football,
£7,000,000; Cricket, £6,000,000; Motoring,
£6,000,000; Horse Racing, £10,000,000; Hunting, £7,000,000;
Concerts, £3,000,000; Golf, £2,000,000. The amount spent
on Picture Theatres is not given, but the attendance is computed
at eight million persons per week. At first sight it seems almost
incredible that so much money is spent on amusements, but we
have no reason to call in question these figures.
They speak
eloquently of the large place amusement has among us as a
people and the huge sums that are willingly paid for these
pleasures.
Tercentenary of James Melville's Death.-Three
hundred years ago on 19th January, James Melville passed to
his rest. He was one of Scotland's worthy sons, who fought a
long battle against the establishment of Episcopacy in his native
land. His uncle, to whom he so often affectionately refers to in
his Diary as "Mr. Andro," was one of the noblest and ablest
ecclesiastical leaders with which the Church of Scotland was
honoured.
When one reads the contendings of these warriors
for the preservation and establishment of Presbyterianism in
Scotland, one cannot help feeling that they were men of integrity
and inflexi ble purpose, scorning subterfuge and ease. J ames
Melville's Diary is one of the most interesting works of the kind
that we have in our Scottish ecclesiastical literature. Unfortunately,
in the Wodrow Society edition the archaic spelling, though highly
appreciated by some, acts as a kind of barrier to the general reader.
But this is a difficulty easily mastered, and the reader will be well
repaid by any labour it may have cost him at the beginning.
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The Sabbath in Ireland.-A correspondent, writing in the
Lord's Day Quarterly, says, "I am unable to subscribe towards
your Society, but that does not alter my admiration and sympathy
for your Society, as every penny we have here must be used to try
and keep back the tide of the most flagrant Sabbath-breaking it
is possible to conceive. In the Roman Catholic portions of
Ireland the Sabbath is turned into a day of riot and every
description of sport-horse-racing, football, hurley, band parading,
drinking-in fact, worse than any Continental city. Here in the
capital, Dublin, those who are compelled to live in the city, like
myself, feel it very much, and we Protestants, of all the Churches,
who do observe the Sabbatb, are lahelled 'intolerant, narrow
bigots.' How can the country prosper or expect a blessing?"
Daring Sabbath Desecration.-That the above is not an
exaggerated description of the state of matters may be gathered
from the following from the Lord's Day Quarterly :-" On
Sabbath, 30th November, there took place in the London
Pavilion a concert which one is justified in regarding as a
specimen of what would receive "legal sanction for the Lord's
Day, under the terms of the Weekly Rest Day Bill, if this should
become law. -It was thus advertised :-' A concert in aid of the
fund for the relief of the women and children affected by the
strike in Dublin will be given in the London PavIlion, Piccadilly
Circus, to-morrow evening, at 7,3°,' under the patronage of
prominent Irishmen. 'The programme will be Irish in character,
Irish songs and dances and examples of Irish humour figuring
prominently.' A celebrated actress' will conduct an auction sale
of the autographs of the artists.' 'The performers also include a
solo dancer.' In the programme were these items: Irish folk
song; dance; For the Green; Irish step-dancers; musical
sketch; Rory, DarJin'; humoroqs sketch, 'The Darlin' Girl from
Clare.' ' Prince White Heather' will sell heather for the fund."
The above report will be read with pain by every lover of the
Lord's Day, but it will reveal a state of paganism traceable to
Romanism and infidelity which many may have thought did not
exist in this country.
"The Menace."-Such is the name of a remarkable little
newspaper whIch for the last two years and more has been carried
on in the United States in the interests of Protestantism. A copy
lies before us (per Rev. J. R. Mackay, Inverness), and here,
certainly, is no mincing of matters, but bold, straight firing at
Popery and its emissaries. The chief object of attack is, no doubt,
"the Roman Catholic political machine" as" the deadliest menace
to American liberty and civilization," but, still, the general testimony of the paper exposes and condemns the whole system, and
we earnestly hope that, by divine help, -it may make great breaches
upon the forts of the enemy. The Menace is already stirring the
blood of thousands of Protestants in America, and the total
number of SUbscriptions up to date is 1,166,800. No wonder that
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the Roman Catholics are asking the Congress to suppress this new
and forceful engine in the cause of righteousness. The chief
editor is the Rev. Theodore e. Walker, with whom is associated
The Menace is published weekly at one
Mr. Marvin Brown.
penny, postage extra, but if any of our readers wish to get it for a
year (two or three might comhine even for one copy), they may do
so by sending only 4/2 to the Menace Publishing Co., Auroffl,
Missouri, D.S.A.
President Wilson at Mass.-We have been deeply grieved
to learn from the press that President Wilson of the D uited
States recently attended a Roman Catholic National Thanksgiving
Service held in New York. The Menace gives a full report of the
occasion from the pen of Mr. W. W. Prescott, editor of the
Protestant Magazine, Washington, D.e. It is lamentable to
think that Wood row Wilson, an elder in the Presbyterian Church,
should not show a better example in his high position. But the
whole thing, of course, is diplomacy to hold the Roman vote,
and according to the compromising spirit of our times, religioUlt
principles must be sacrificed when place and position are at
The affair has aroused unusual interest in America.
stake.
Many were watching beforehand what the new President would
do-whether or not he would follow the example of President
Taft in this matter-and when it became known that President
Wilson intended to attend the Roman Mass "at least ten
thousand letters" of protest came to his official residence, the
White House. Still, this did not bar the way, and the Papists
have full opportunity to rejoice that they are not losing ground in
the high places of American political life.

'JLiterar\2 1Rotice5.
A Defence of Reformation

Principles. By Peter M.
Printed by W. Hodge & Co., Glasgow and
Chisholm.
Edinburgh.
A copy of this book, newly issued, has been sent us by the
author. His name is already known to our readers as that of a
student who figured in a recent case before our Church courts.
He writes professedly in defence of "Reformation Principles,"
but his chief object is clearly a defence of his own past procedure
and present attitude in regard to the Free Presbyterian Church.
It may be explained that the author was at one time a member
of the present Free Church, and that then he became for several
years a member of the Free Presbyterian Church, while now he
appears in the present volume as one who has renounced all
connection with the Church of 1843, and has adopted the
distinctive views of the Original Secession Church. His career
has been marked by variability. With this so far we would take
nothing to do, if he had made his change of mind in an honourable
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manner, but such he has not done so far as the Free Presbyterian
Church is concerned. A5 was already explained in these pages
(see Magazine, May, 19I3) he was informed by the Presbytery,
at the time he was received as a student, that it was his duty
(according to a certain Church rule), should he change his mind
about any of the doctrines or principles of the Church, to
immediately inform the Church courts and not pursue divisive
courses, and he then declared that he "highly approved" of this
rule. But when he found an actual opportunity for showing his
approval of it, he did the very reverse, and thus broke faith with
the Church that received him. Instead of coming to the Church
courts and bithfully telling them they were wrong in certain
matters, when he made the supposed discovery, he took the most
di~honourable advantage of his occupancy of the pulpit of St.
Jude's, during the minister's absence, and without the least
warning to said minister, poured forth, in the course of ordinary
sermons, his charges against the Church. He talks of "treachery"
in the present volume, but if anyone has been guilty of it, he
himself is the man.
Manifestly ignorant of the most elementary
rules of Christian procedure, he stands forth as a Church reformer.
The case calls more for pity than for anger.
But to the volume. Here he denounces in e:lttravagant terms,
which have their condemnation written on their face, the courts
and minister! of our Church as guilty of "tyrannical dealings,
ap0stacy, deceit, equivocation, treachery, violation of ordination
vows," an'd what not. We consider it unnecessary to enter into
details, but a few other features may be noticed. In one section
he stands for what is equivalent to close communion out and out,
but in another he leaves the door open for occasional communion
on the part of persons outside. Again, .he condemns the right
of ruling elders in any circumstances to deliver a discourse from a
tex~ or to give a lecture to a congregation, and yet he allows that
they may make" general and hortatory remarks," from the Word,
and address fellowship meetings.
Where is the essential
difference? This is the self-contradictory style which marks the
author's crude attempts at argument. As to matters of fact in
connection with his case as a student, we regret to say that his
book contains several statements which are not in accordance with
truth and must not be accepted simpliciter by the reader. The
reports given of Church proceedings, both in Glasgow and in
Lewis, are more caricatures than anything else.
Let no one be misled by Mr. Chisholm's apparent sincerity.
He was dealt with in a considerate and honourable manner by
ministers and courts of the Free Presbyterian Church (if every
ancient rule had been rigidly adhered to, he, as an Arts student,
though studying with a view to divinity, would never have had
his mouth open in a Free Presbyterian pulpit), but disorder and
lack of sympathetic consideration have marked his own proceedings from first to last. Perhaps we should mention in conclusion
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that more than half the volume (which has 220 pages) consists of
lengthy extracts from old divines, which are only in a comparative
degree pertinent to the argument in hand.

Calvinism:

Historically and Doctrinally Co?zsidered.
By
B. A. Warburton: Farncombe & Sons, 30 Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, KC.
This is an interesting booklet. The writer deals with his subject
in an able and lucid manner, and his three lectures are worthy of
attentive perusal. The third on the practiral fruits of Calvinism
is very telling. As a member of the Strict Particular Baptist body,
Mr. Warburton writes from a somewhat different standpoint than
ours, but, in the main, he pursues a satisfactory line of exposition
which will be pleasing to Scottish as well as English colonists.
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