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Meeting of Synod was held in the Hall of
T HESt. Half-yearly
Jude's Church, Glasgow, on Tuesday the 14th day of
November. The retiring Moderator, Rev. Donald Graham,
Shieldaig, conducted public worship at eleven a.m., and preached
from Revelation ii. 17 : "To him that overcometh will I give to
eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in
the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he
that receiveth it." After public worship was ended the Moderator
constituted· the Synod with. prayer. The roll was then called.
There were present: From the Western Presbytery-Revs. Neil
Macintyre, Stornoway, Donald Graham, Shieldaig (Moderator),
Duncan Mackenzie, Gairloch, and Murdo Morrison, Glendale,
ministers; with Messrs. John Macdonald, Gairloch, and George
Ross, Lochbroom, elders. From the Northern Pnisbytery-Revs.
John R. Mackay, Inverness, and Donald Beaton, Wick, ministers.
From the Southern Presbytery-Revs. Neil Cameron, St. Jude's,
and J. S. Sinclair, John Knox's (Clerk), ministers; with Mr.
Angus Fraser, St. J ude's, elder. The Clerk intimated apologies
for absence from Revs. A. Macrae, Portree, N. Matheson, Halkirk, and A. Sutherland, Ullapool. Rev. Neil Cameron said he
was sorry to state that the absence of the Rev. John Robertson,
Greenock, was due to an accident sustained in leaving the car at
Greenock on the previous Friday evening. He was glad, however, to inform the Court that Mr. Robertson was progressing
favourably. The Clerk moved, and Rev. J. R. Mackay seconded,
that the Synod express their sincere sympathy with Mr. Robertson
in his affliction, and hope that he may be soon restored to his
wonted health and usefulness. The motion was cordially agreed
to, and the Clerk was instructed to communicate the same to Mr.
Robertson. The commissions of Messrs. Angus Fraser and
Benjamin Dawson, as representative elders from the Kirk-Sessions
of St. J ude's and Kames respectively, were received and sustained.
Mr. Samuel Fraser was appointed officer of Court.
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The Minutes of last meeting of Synod were read and approved
of. At this stage the Rev. Donald Graham intimated that the
term of his moderatorship had now expired. He thanked the
Synod for the great kindness and forbearance they had ShO'l"l"D
him during his. term of office, and said that it now lay with the
Court to appoint his successor. Rev. Neil Cameron moved, aD
Rev. Murdo Morrison seconded, that the Rev. Duncan Mackenzie,
Gairloch, be appointed Moderator for the ensuing year. The
motion was unanimously agreed to. Mr. Mackenzie expressed
his willingness to accept office, and was welcomed by the retiring
Moderator. On taking the Chair, Mr. Mackenzie thanked the
Synod very sincerely for the high honour they had conferred upon
him, and trusted he would receive grace for the discharge of his
important duties.
Rev. J. R. Mackay moved that the members of Synod meet in
Committee at the Rev. Mr. Cameron's manse at four p.m. The
motion was seconded by the Rev. Neil Cameron, and agreed-to.
The Synod adjourned, to meet again (God willing) in the
evening at half-past six o'clock. The meeting was closed with
prayer.
Second Sederunt.-The Synod resumed :its sitting, according to
terms of adjournment, at 6,30 p.m. The meeting was opened
with devotional exercises, conducted by the Rev. Duncan
Mackenzie, Moderator. The members present were the same as
at the first Sederunt, with the addition of Messrs. Benjamin
Dawson, Kames, and John Auld, John Knox's, elders. The
Clerk read a wire received from Mr. Duncan Crawford, elder,
Oban, expressing regret for inability to attend. The Minutes of
the former Sederunt were read and approved of.
The Clerk read the report of the Committee on Bills and
Overtures as to the order of business, which was adopted. The
order was as follows :-( I) Report of Committee on Bills and
Overtures; (2) Reports of Business ordered by last Synod; (3)
Half-yearly Financial Statement; (4) Canadian Mission Report;
{S) Foreign Mission Report; (6) Petition from Australia; (7)
Report of Supply at Summer .Fishing Stations; (8) Theological
Report; (9) Remits from Presbyteries; and (10) Any Competent
Business.
_ The second subject on the paper was "Reports of Business
ordered by last Synod." The Clerk read the Address drawn up
by Committee and forw.arded to His Majesty King George V.,
with the reply received from Lord Pentland, both of which have
already appeared in the Magazine. He also read the resolution
drawn up with reference to the Sabbath-trading clauses in the
Shops Bill, copies of which were forwarded to the Prime Minister
and the Home Secretary. This resolution was published in our
September issue, and need not be reprinted.
The Committee to draw up a resolution against the Papal
Marriage Law, called Ne Temere, was reappointed. It consisted
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of the Revs. J. R. Mackay, Neil Cameron, J. S. Sinclair, and D.
Beaton. Mr. Cameron was appointed Convener. A Committee,
consisting of the Moderator and Revs. J. R. Mackay and Neil
Cameron, with Mr. Mackay as Convener, was appointed to consider papers received from a new Lord's Day Alliance of Scotland.
Rev. J. R. Mackay, as Convener of a Committee appointed hy
the Synod in July to dispose of an application from a West Coast
Missionary for services in connection with this Church, reported
on the negotiations which had been carried on by this Committee
and the missionary referred to, with the result that the Synod, on
the motion of the Rev. D. Beaton, seconded by Mr. A. Fraser,
re-appointed this Committee, with full powers.
PETITION AGAINST RUNNING TRAINS ON SABBATH.

In connection with a resolution arrived at by the Synod in July
anent a Petition to His Majesty King George V., to the House of
Lords, and to the House of Commons, on the subject of running
of trains on the Sabbath day, Rev. J. R. Mackay reminded the
Synod that although his name had been mentioned in this connection, a Committee had not been appointed, and on that
account all he could do was to submit a form of Petition to be
sent to the King, and that if the Syn'oct approved of it substantially,
the same Petition could be forwarded to the two Houses of
Parliament. On the motion of 'the Rev. Neil Cameron, seconded
by Mr. B. Dawson, the Synod, with only slight alterations, adopted
this form of Petition to.the King. It is as follows : "To HIS MAJESTY, GEORGE

V.,

KING OF ALL THE BRITONS, EMPEROR OF INDIA.

May it please your Majesty,
The humble Petition of the Synod of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, sheweth :
, That your humble Petitioners are deeply grieved on account of
the extent to which desecration of the Lord's Day prevails in this
·country; that the running of Mail Trains on the said day is an
aggravated instance of such desecration, and a matter on account
of which the national responsibility is very direct; that your
Petitioners would beg that your Majesty might bring your
Majesty's great authority and influence'to bear upon this evil so
as to bring it to an end; that your Petitioners would venture to
urge the following reasons for such a course : (a) That the Word of God does not permit works, save those
of necessity and of mercy, to be wrought on the Lord's Day;
(b) that the running of Mail Trains. or of other Trains, cannot ,be
excused on the ground of either necessity or mercy; (c) that it is
a fact that all the hard-working nations of the world are finding a
rest of one day in seven to be a physical necessity; (d) that the
railwaymen of this country, who already demand double pay for
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service rendered on the Sabbath, are agitating for a complete rest
from service one day in every seven; (e) that it would be regrettable if, when they shall have realised the object of this agitation,
that rest should not be of a distinctively Christian nature, a
resting upon the First Day of the week, and in accordance with
the true import of the Fourth Commandment.
May it therefore please your Excellent Majesty to take these
premises into consideration and to exercise your great authority
and influence to bring the evil complained of to an end. And
your Petitioners will ever pray."
THE IMPROVEMENT OF CONGREGATIONAL SINGING.

On this subject Rev. J. R. Mackay reported that, as instructed
by the Synod in July, he had sent to all the congregations of the
Church the following three questions: (1) Have instructions in
Psalm-singing been given at any time in your congregation? (2)
Is there any in your own congregation capable of conducting a
class having for its object the improvement of congregational
singing? (3) Would you wish the Synod to send to your congregation one to conduct such a class as is referred to in Question
2? Forty-two congregations sent in replies to those questions.
Eleven answered Question 1 in the affirmative, although in the
case of two or three of these, arrangements for the end now
referred to had been made only quite recently.
Thirty-one
indicated that no training had been given within their bounds
since 1893. Fifteen, in reply to Question 2, indicated that there
was a person capable of conducting a singing··class within the
congregation replying. Twenty-seven replied that there was none
such with them. In answer to Question 3, twenty congregations
expressed a wish that the Synod might arrange to send among
them one capable of giving training in Psalm-singing, although
some of these indicated that their request was subject to the
provision that the arrangement, if carried out, should not mean
much additional congregational expense. Twenty-two congregations, either because they were already suited, or because the
people could only with great difficulty be able to gather together
so frequently as tuition of this kind required, answered Question
3 in the negative.
Mr. Mackay suggested the following as the Synod's finding, in
view of the above report:-The Synod, having heard the report
on the subject of congregational training in Psalm-singing, resolves,
(1) To express its satisfaction at learning that in so many of the
congregations of this Church the subject of Psalm-singing is
already being attended to; (2) In respect of congregations having
persons capable of conducting singing-classes, but where training.
in Psalm-singing has not been attended to within recent years, the
Synod would urge the desirability of classes, under the superintendence of Kirk-Sessions, being set on foot with a view to
improve congregational singing; (3) In response to the expressed
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wish of so many congregations of this Church to have facilities
given them with a view to the improving of congregational singing,
the Synod appoint a Committee-to be afterwards nominated
by the Synod itself-so as, if possible, to secure the services
of a capable person, who should conduct singing-classes in the
several congregations in the order advised by the Committeethe salary of the conductor of singing-classes to be not more than
25/- per week, together with travelling expenses and free board,
and that this expense should be borne partly by the congregations
visited and partly by the Organisation Fund.
Rev. Neil Cameron moved that Mr. Mackay's suggestion be
adopted as the finding of the Synod, and he submitted the
following names as the members of the Committee now referred
to :-Revs. J. R. Mackay, Neil Macintyre, and D. Beaton; with
Mr. Mackay as Convener. The motion was adopted.
FINANCIAL REPORT.

,

The next item of business was the Treasurer's Half-yearly
Report. Rev. J. R. Mackay submitted that, in view of the fact
that the Synod formally adopts the Treasurer's Report only once
a year, namely, in July, all that was necessary at this time was
that the Synod should instruct the Treasurer to pay.the salaries of
ministers and missionaries at the usual' rate, and shQuld record
their acknowledgment of the Lord's goodness in making provision
so favourably for the Church's needs. He moved accordingly.
Rev. Neil Cameron seconded the motion. He said that some
predicted in r893 that two years would bring this Church to an
end. The wish was no doubt father to the thought. There were,
however, a few men of faith at the beginning of it, who looked not
at the things which were seen and temporal, but at the things
which were unseen and eternal, and the Lord acknowledged their
faith so that the Church was upheld in a measure of stability and
comfort to this day. Their people did not suffer loss by liberality
to the cause of truth. The m0tion was cordially adopted.
CANADIAN MISSION REPORT.

The Rev. Neil Macintyre, the Synod's deputy to the Canadian
Mission for last summer, now rose and delivered his report, which
was listened to with great interest and appreciation. The report
is printed elsewhere in our pages. The Clerk moved that the
Synod tender its most cordial thanks to Mr. Macintyre for his
services in Canada, and for the very interesting report to which the
members and others had the privilege of listening. The motion
was seconded by Mr. A. Fraser, and unanimously agreed to.
Some matters that arose out of the report were next taken up.
Rev. Neil Cameron moved that the Synod approve of the procedure adopted by Mr. Macintyre at Winnipeg in the matter of
admitting persons to the privilege of the Communion, and give it
to be understood that while this Church does not hold close
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communion, none are to be admitted to the privilege mentioned
but such as are known as God-fearing persons by a majority of
those responsible for admission. The motion was seconded by
the Rev. D. Graham, and unanimously agreed to.
Rev. N eil Macintyre now laid upon the table the call to the Rev.
J)onald Beaton, Wick, from the congregation in Ontario, to which
he had referred in his report. He said that he had been intrusted
to convey this call, which was signed by 105 members and
adherents, and to plead the case of the friends in Ontario before
the Synod. He thep gave a brief resumg of the history of the
connection of the Ontario Mission with the Free Presbyterian
Church, and spoke of the many difficulties the people had to contend with before and since that connection-ever since the death
of the Rev. John Ross, Brucefield. He stated that many things
were now done by those outside to draw away their young people to
the newer ways in religion, and that it was almost impossible to
retain them without a stated pastor being on the spot. Several of
the places in connection with the Mission had no regular services at
all, and so the people were placed at a gn~at disad~antage.
Negotiations were going .on at present between the Canada
Presbyterian Church and the Methodist Church, and the strong
probability was that not a few of the Presbyterian people would
refuse to go into that union. These people would no doubt be
disposed to join a church conducted on the old principles and lines.
Mr. Macintyre assured Mr. Beaton that if he saw his way to accept
the call, the friends in Canada were prepared to make him as
comfortable as possible in every way, and not to impose any burden
on the Church at home.
At this stage Mr. Beaton was asked to give some indication of
his mind in regard to the call, and on rising, he said he found
He had listened with the
himself in a very diffic,ult position.
deepest interest to the report given to the Synod by Mr. Macintyre,
awakening, as it did, memories of persons and places which would
always have a cherished place in his mind. The case of our
people in Ontario could not be more feelingly, forcibly, and convincingly put than it had been by Mr. Macintyre, and be had to
confess that his pleading, directed as it was specially to himself,
had deeply moved him. In coming to a decision there were a few
facts which he thought it right to lay before the Synod. This call
came to him as one of the surprises of his life. He was the very
last of all the deputies sent to Canada, and this was said in no
spirit of mock self-depreciation, who could have expected such an
honour. The Ilrst intimation of the call came from Mr. Macintyre,
after it had been signed at East Williams" and his (Mr. Beaton's).
first inclination was to write asking the friends in Ontario not to
proceed any further. But on second thoughts, as this might
appear disrespectful, he allowed the call to proceed. Between
this date and the actual presentation of the call, an occasion arose,
as some of his brethren were aware, when an opportunity was
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given of seriously considering whether he should continue in his
present charge or not. After prayerful consideration, he came to
the conclusion that it was his duty to remain. The reasons that
led to this decision held good still, and influenced his attitude to
this call from Canada. Besides these reasons, he felt that he was
severely handicapped in having but a meagre acquaintance with
Gaelic, which might be considered good enough by charitablyminded persons, but was scarcely sufficient as a vehicle for communicating his thoughts with anything like freedom in that
language. Then he felt that he had neither the physical energy
nor vigour to conduct the services over such a large area as the
Mission in Ontario. And, in view of these considerations, he felt
that it was his duty, alike in the interests of our Church in
Ontario and his present congregation, not to accept the call. At
the same time he would like to say, especially to the friends in
Canada, that he did so with a full &ense of the honour they had
conferred upon him, and the deepest sympathy with them in their
isolated position. It was not with an unfeeling heart he made his
decision known.to the Synod.. The short time he had spent in
Canada was a period to which he could look back with the
pleasantest recollections, and, should it be the Lord's will, he
would like to see Canada again, and renew the acquaintance with
many of the Lord's people wbom he was privileged to meet during
his sojourn there.
Rev. J. R. Mackay moved that after the statement they had
heard from Mr. Beaton, the Synod, while feeling the deepest sympathy for their dear friends in Canada, accept Mr. Beaton's
decision, and instruct the Clerk to communicate the same to
them. Rev. Neil Cameron, in seconding the motion, said that
they had the fullest sympathy with their Canadian friends in
their necessities, and earnestly desired that they should have
a minister, while they must accept Mr. Beaton's decision. The
motion was agreed to. The Rev.. Neil Macintyre, as the
Canadian representative, said that he felt that he had no
alternative but to acquiesce in the decision come to.
Rev. Neil Macintyre moved that the trustees on the estate of
the late Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, Lucknow, receiv,e power to add
to their number any competent person outside the Session. He
said that most of the surviving elders were getting up in years and
not so able as formerly to attend to business. The motion was
seconded by Mr. George Ross, and agreed to.
Rev. Neil Macintyre also moved that the congregation of
Winnipeg in Manitoba, and the people adhering to the Free
Presbyterian cause in Detroit, Michigan, D.S.A., be regarded as
separate Missions in connectionwitb the Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland. The motion was seconded by Mr. A.
Fraser, and agreed to. It was also agreed that Mr. Daniel
Clark and Mr. Hugh Scott, elders, Ontario, be appointed as
assessors, along with Mr. Lachlan A. Ross, elder, Winnipeg,
to form a Session in Winnipeg.
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Rev. J. R. Mackay moved that the Synod instruct the Canadian
Mission Committee to arrange as soon as convenient a minister to
go as deputy next summer. The motion was agreed to.
.
FOREIGN MISSION REPORT.

Rev. Neil Cameron, as Convener of the Foreign Mission,
read a letter from the Rev. John B. Radasi, which gives an
account of general progress up to date, and which we publish
elsewhere. Mr. Cameron, in his remarks, made reference first to
the circulation of Kaffir Bibles. He said that they were much
indebted to the Directors of the British and Foreign Bible Society
for giving Bibles at 25 per cent. reduction, and sending them free
of freight from Cape Colony to Bembesi. These Bibles were
circulated among all who could read, whether they belonged to
the Mission or not. As to the Shorter Catechism, he was sorry
to observe that Lovedale was not to print it in Kaffir any more,
but was to circulate a new Catechism. He suggested that our
Church should get copies of the Shorter Catechism in Kaffir
reprinted and forwarded to Mr. Radasi. Mr. Cameron then
devoted his remaining remarks to the proposed new church
building, which he concluded with the following motion :-" The
Synod, having considered the plans and specifications submitted
to it by three contractors for the erection of a church at Bembesi,
agrees that the plan, etc., by Mr. M'Keurtan should be further
considered. It gives the Foreign Missions Committee full powers
to confer for further particulars as regards certain things not made
so definite as might be desirable in this plan, and directs that if
they get these matters settled in accordance with their mind, they
instruct Mr. M'Keurtan to proceed with the building." The
motion was seconded by the Rev. Murdo Morrison, and agreed to.
Rev. D. Beaton moved that the £11 be granted to Mr. David
N'Tuli for the expense of his transference to Mashonaland and
the erection of huts for preaching and dwelling purpose3. The
Rev. J. R. Mackay seconded the motion. He said that there
were some people who had the impression that the Synod was
dealing too generously with its missionaries in South Africa. He
had consulted, when there, two gentlemen-Messrs. Russell and
Woodhouse-who took an active part in the promotion of
Missions, and he found from their statements that the Free
Presbyterian allowances for mission work were under what others
were giving in the same quarter. David N'Tuli was rather an
accomplished man, and the natives expected a good deal in the
way of hospitality. It would be a great pity if the Mission should
suffer from stinginess on their part. The Mission was conducted, he·
was convinced, on very sound lines. The motion was agreed to.
Rev. J. R. Mackay moved, and Rev. D. Beaton seconded, that
the Synod appoint the Rev. NeilCameron and the Clerk to see
to the printing of 1000 copies of the Shorter Catechism in Kaffir.
The motion was agreed to.
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Rev. Neil Cameron submitted the following motion anent the
money for church building in Rhodesia, which was seconded by
Mr. B. Dawson :-" The Synod desire respectfully to submit to
the consideration of their people the desirability of their contributing to the Building Fund of the new church for Rev. J. B.
Radasi. Contributions will be thankfully received and acknowledged by Mr. Angus Clunas, 18 Ardconnel Terrace (East),
Inverness, and by Rev. N. Cameron, 4 Shaftesbury Terrace,
Glasgow." The motion was agreed to.
TRANSLATION OF PSALMS INTO METRICAL KAFFIR.

On the subject of rendering the Psalms into Kaffir metre, Rev.
J. R. Mackay read the following communications frcm1 Rev. J. B.
Radasi and Rev. J. K. Bokwe:"Cia NATIVE COMMISSIONER, BEMBESI,
MATABELELAND, SOUTH AFRICA,

2nd October, 191 l.

My DEAR MR. MACKAY,-I received your kind letter, and was
very glad to hear that you were still enjoying good health. I wrote
to the Rev. John Knox Bokwe, one of the ministers appointed by
Principal Henderson, to ask him what progress they were making
in putting the Psalms into metre, as the last letter I got from him
-months ago-said that they had translated and put into metre
nineteen Psalms. And I have received from him a detailed reply,
which I am enclosing. Mr. Henderson seems, I am sorry to say,
to have interrupted progress by the proposal he has made. Mr.
Bokwe, one of the native ministers who are translating and putting
the Psalms into metre, is well qualified for this work. He is a
very good English scholar and a master of the Kaffir language.
He has written several books in Kaffir. He has also a very good
knowledge of music, which will be very helpful to him in putting
the Psalms into metre. My own opinion is this-that you ought
to write to Mr. Henderson at once, and ask him to write to Mr.
Bokwe and instruct him to proceed with the translation and
putting the Psalms into metre. You might write to Mr. Bokwe
'too, if you think it necessary, as our people are continually asking
when these Psalms will be finished.
David N'Tuli is here, to fetch his wife and family. He will be
returning next week, if the Lord be willing. I have written to
Mr. Cameron a long letter; you will see from it that David
N'Tuli has not yet been given a Mission site, although permitted
to preach to the natives. It is to be hoped that they will not take
as long as they did in my case to give him a Mission site. You
will remember that I remained more than a year before I got-my,
Mission site cut, although I was permitted to preach all the time.
It seems that N'Tuli is exactly in the same position as I was.
It took some time, too, before I was recognised by the Government. I was under the impression that David N'Tuli would not
,have any difficulty in getting a Mission site cut, as our Church
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has already been recognised by the Government. It is to be
hoped that the delay in granting it will not be as long as it was in
my case. N'Tuli is stationed at Felixburg, Victoria District,
Mashonaland, South Africa.
I am sure you will be sorry to hear of the death of Chief
Raditladi, King Khama's youngest brother. I got a letter from
one of his sons, informing me of his father's death. His other
son is still here, and did not go home. I must now conclude
with kindest regards to you and to Mrs. Mackay.-Yours
J. B. RADASr."
sincerely,

From Rev.

J.

K Bokwe.

"UNITED FREE

EAST

CHURCH

GRIQUALAND,

lVlrssION, UClE,
23"d Septe7llbe7', 191 I.

Rev. JORN B. RADASI,
Free Presbyterian Mission,
Bembesi, Rhodesia.
DEAR MR. RADASI,-I am in receipt of your letter, dated 15th
instant, inquiring as to the progress made in our translation of
the Psalms in Kaffir metre, required for use in your Mission. As
you need this information for reporting to your Synod in Scotland,
this reply must necessarily go intp detail.
(I) We should by now have been probably more than half
through with the translation, but Principal Henderson interrupted
progress by a proposal to seek one or two European examinersone of whom should be well up in Hebrew, the other in Kaffirfor checking that our rendering preserved the scriptural meanings.
This was by way of aiming at making the work as perfect as
possible. About eighty or ninety pages of MS., ending with
Psalm xxix., have been in Mr. Henderson's hands since loth
December, 1910, waiting to be judged by the proposed examiners,
and if acceptable, then we shall know we are not wasting time and
effort continuing on same lines. Unfortunately, Mr. Henderson
seems not to succeed in finding the proposed examiners; nor
does he instruct us to proceed. V! e have had MS. in our hands,
not yet handed to him-beginning with Psalm xxx., ending with
Psalm xl.-for months, awaiting instructions from Lovedale.
(2) My own opinion is Mr. Henderson will not be able to get
any two among the present generation of South African missionaries
to lay themselves out for so labo.rious an undertaking, and I
doubt even if one agrees that he will produce, beyond verbal
alterations, any better versification of the Psalms than we were
trying to submit. The best plan would have been for the Lovedale Press to have issued a leaflet of, say, twenty-four Psalms, as·
translated, for trial; call for criticisms of Kaffir scholars, both
,European and native, or for suggested improvements, giving a
limited time within which these ,amendments would be received;.
and so judge, by opinions expressed on this tentative leaflet"
whether our translation is acceptable to Presbyterians desiring the
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use of David's Psalms in metre. In this way the Free Presbyterian, Free Church, and United Free Church of Scotland would
offer suggestions in the work that. might by and by be found
useful to their Missions among Kaffir·speaking tribes in South
Africa and Rhodesia.
It is strange that we three native Africans, belonging to the
respective Scottish Missions of the Free Presbyterian, Free
Church, and United Free Church, should be taking the initiative
compilation of this work. You, Mr. Radasi, are Free Presbyterian
Mission; Mr. Wm. Kobe Nisikana, Free Church; and the writer
is United Free. Should it ever come to production, I have not
the slightest doubt use will be made of it not only by those
Churches that discourage the hymns in Church praise.
(3) The translation into metre follows as near as possible the
latest renderings of English and Kaffir (Xosa) Revised Versions
of the Psalms, even if we, as translators, do not know the classic
Hebrew in which David wrote them.
(4) Though the terms of remuneration were submitted to
Principal Henderson, and left by Mr. Mackay to be decided by
the former, that matter also has never been arranged, though
repeated applications have been addressed to Lovedale to let us
know how we stand in undertaking the work. As it is, both Mr.
Nisikana and myself have incurred some expense in stationery
and postages, not counting the labour on the MS. of the forty
Psalms already translated. The delay lies in our not being told
whether there is approval of what we have done, and if so, it is
worth proceeding to the finish.
I have written fully, so that you may be in a position to satisfy
the inquiries of your Synod in Scotland, by either sending this
letter as it is or in your words, knowing exactly how the matter
stands.
With Christian regards, believe me, yours sincerely,
JOHN KNOX BOKWE."

Mr. Mackay was instructed by the Synod to write to Principal
Henderson on the lines suggested in Mr. Radasi's letter, and,
further, to acknowledge Mr. Bokwe's letter.
A PETITION FROM AUSTRALIA.

Rev. N eil Cameron, as Convener of Foreign Missions Committee, read a letter which he had received from Mr. J. D. Kidd,
Lawrence, Clarence River, New South Wales. Mr. Cameron
said that Mr. Kidd was an elder in the Brushgrove-Grafton
Congregation, where their worthy friend, Rev. Walter Scott, had
laboured. The following is an extract :-" I received your letter of .
16th August, and wish to thank you for the encouragement given.
The elders have decided to send a petition to the Synod, asking
We thought it
for ministerial aid and closer relationship.
advisable to send it without delay, that it might be in your hands
by the time the Synod met. Owing to this, we are unable to
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obtain all the signatures of sympathising friends. Messrs. D.
Maclachlan, John Maclachlan, and J. H. Macdonald, our best
supporters, are unavoidably absent from home. I have no further
particulars to give you since my last, save that the majority are
putting forth their utmost endeavours to crush our position. The
Free Church minister, Rev. Mr. Henry, and Mr. Herbert Ramsay,
student, are both on the River, and are doing all they can to turn
away the people. The majority have elected trustees for our
Brushgrove Church and Manse, and we may lose these." Mr.
Kidd concludes by stating among other things, that 'if the Synod
should see its way to send a minister, the people would be
agreeable to send £35 to help to pay the passage. Rev. Mr.
Cameron then read the petition, which was signed by three elders,
ten members and a few adherents, and runs as follows :_" To the
Reverend the Moderator, and the Members of the Synod of the
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland; We, the undersigned
elders, memBers, and adherents of the Brushgrove-Grafton
Congregation of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia,
desirous of promoting the glory of God and the good of the
Church, being destitute of a pastor for over two years, crave
ministerial aid and closer relationship with your Church. Owing
to the present unsettled condition of the Congregation, no
guarantee as to stipend can be given." (Here follow signatures.)
Mr. Cameron said that he was sure they all felt the deepest
sympathy with their friends in Australia. The great difficulty
was in providing them with ministerial supply. He moved,
however, as follows, that the Synod, haying much sympathy with
friends ill Australia, grant the petition for closer relationship by
receiving into Church fellowship the members and adherents of
the Brushgrove-Grafton Congregation who had forwarded this
petition, and assure them that, while the Synod cannot make any
promise as to sending out a minister, they will do their very
utmost, if circumstances will at any time permit, to meet this
requirement. Rev. D. Beaton seconded the motion, which was
agreed to.
SUPPLY AT SUMMER FISHING STATIO::--'S.

Rev. Murdo Morrison read the following report forwarded by
Mr. Donald Mackenzie, missionary, Lochinver, who conducted
Gaelic services at Fraserburgh during the summer fishing
season ; "I arrived at Fraserburgh on 14th July. Kind friends met me
at the station and c0nveyed me to comfortable lodgings which
they had already engaged, and I was there till the 28th August.
Conducted services forenoon and evening each Sabbath in the
Dalrymple Hall. The average attendance would be from 50 to
60. I also visited the fisher girls in their barracks, who would
congregate for worship or meeting on very short notice when not
working, and also visited such as I knew of them to be unwell.
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We could not help being sorry to see the loose manner in which
some Highland young men and women conducted themselves
there, we believe, very differently from what they see and do at
their homes. Deputies from other den0minations were there five
or six Sabbaths before I went, as the fishing began very early this
year on the East Coast. I would strongly recommend that one
of our ministers would act as deputy in future, or at least for part
of the time. I take occasion here to sincerely thank the girls,
who contributed towards our hall rent, from Shetland. May they
be abundantly rewarded! I may also say that the. presence of
Mr. H. Morrison, elder, Scourie, was a source of strength to me
there.
(Signed)
DONALD MACKENZIE."
Mr. Morrison moved that the Church should take a continued and lively interest in the spiritual welfare of their people
who go to the various stations on the East Coast during the
fishing seasons, and that, if at all possible, a minister should be
sent to preach at those times to Fraserburgh, Shetland, and
Yarmouth. The motion was seconded by the Rev. D. Beaton,
and agreed to. It was remitted to the Committee on the subject
to look into the matter of supply and to see what could be done
in the way of sending ministers.
THEOLOGICAL REPORT.
Rev. J. R. Mackay reported that a number of valuable books,
chiefly the publications of the Wodrow Society, had been left by
the late Rev. Robert Macdougall, Resolis, to the library of the
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland.
Mr. Mackay was
instructed to tender the best thanks of the Synod to Miss
M'Dougall, daughter of the late Rev. Mr. M'Dougall, who was
fulfilling her father's kind trust in the matter.
Rev. N eil Macintyre moved, and Rev. D. Graham seconded,.
that the Theological Committee be instructed to appoint
examiners for the divinity students. The motion was agreed to.
REMITS FROM PRESBYTERIES.
Rev. D. Beaton submitted a remit from the Northern Presbytery
requesting the transference of Mr. Hugh Munro, missionary, from
Scourie and Kinlochbervie, to help in the supply of the congregations on the east of Sutherland, of which Rev. Ewen Macqueen is
minister. The Presbytery had already instructed Mr. Munro to
go for a month. Mr. Beaton now moved that Mr. Munro be sent
permanently to assist in the congregations mentioned, and that
Mr. Hector Morrison, elder, Scourie, be appointed as missionary
to Scourie and Kinlochbervie at a salary of £20 per annum.
The motion was seconded by the Rev. Neil Cameron, and
agreed to.
The Clerk submitted a remit from the Southern Presbytery,
craving that the Synod issue a note of reminder to the members
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'of the Church that it was necessary that members who went from
{me part of the Church to another to reside should carry with
them certificates of membership. The Court agreed to receive
the remit, and to record it as a note of reminder which might 'be
observed by members in the Synod report when published.
Rev. Neil Macintyre introduced a remit from the Western
Presbytery in which it was craved that Mr. Alexander Mackay,
divinity student, be sent to supply Lochinver and Stoer after he
had finished his studies at, Inverness during the coming session.
'The petition was granted.
COMPETENT BUSINESS.
This was the tenth and last head on the paper. The Clerk
moved that in accordance with the decision of the Committee on
Bills and Overtures, sitting in private, the Moderator and Clerk in
the Northern Presbytery, and the Moderator and Clerk in the
Western Presbytery, be instructed to take into consideration and
:fix the salaries of certain of the missionaries within their respective
bounds. The motion was seconded by Mr. A. Fraser, and agreed to.
Rev. J. R. Mackay submitted the following appeal for help from
the congregation at Kinlochbervie : "!{INLOCHBERVIE,

via

LAl RG,

Rev. JOHN R. MACKAY,
2gth October, 19II.
F.P. Manse, Inverness.
Free Presb)lterian Church.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,-I humbly beg to inform you that, at a
meeting of the Finance Committee of the above congregation, I
was authorised to write you, and kindly ask that you put our
application before the first meeting of the F.P. Synod, with the
hope that the Synod may kindly grant some assistance towards
the repair of our church. Said church, which is a nice structure
of wood and iron, capable of accommodating about 200 sitters, was
opened a few years ago by the congregation free of debt, but was
never lined or properly finished internally. Consequently, it is now
undergoing said internal necessary repairs. As the Church never
contributed towards said building, and owing to the very poor
financial circumstances of the congregation, they are compelled
to humbly approach the Church for some help to enable them to
'complete these necessary repairs. The least remittance shall be
gladly accepted and duly acknowledged by the Committee.
Hoping this may meet with your kind attention, and the Synod's
sympathy.-I beg to remain, Rev. and Dear Sir, yours most
MARCUS MORRISON, Secretary."
humbly,
Mr. Mackay moved that the Synod recommend this case to,the
Financial Committee, so that the said Committee may deal
generously with the application when they distribute the sums
collected within the past year for Church and Manse Building
Fund. To this the Synod agreed.
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Rev. D. Graham presented the case of the part of the Applecross
congregation, hitherto attended to by Mc. William Macbeth,
missionary. It was requested that the Synod send a missionary
to supply for a few months, the people promising to pay the
expense of the missionary's board, etc. Rev. Neil Ca.meron
suggested that Mc. Murdo Mackay, missionary, who was to
supply Laide for some time, might go for six weeks to Applecross
thereafter, and that Mr. John Macdonald, Gairloch, might succeed
Mr. Mackay for a time. The Synod agreed to send Mr. Mackay
for the period mentioned. Mr. Macdonald, who was present,
expressed some difficulty in regard to his being able to go, but at
length he agreed to do what he could to meet the wishes of the
Synod,
The Clerk moved that the Rev. D. Graham, Shieldaig, exModerator, be requested to send his sermon, which they had
listened to with pleasure that day, for publication in the Magazine.
The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Graham, though reluctant,
consented.
Rev. J. R. Mackay moved that the Synod adjourn to meet again
(God willing) in the church at Inverness at It a.m. on the Tuesday
after the last Sabbath of June, 1912. The motion was agreed to,
and the Moderator intimated the date of next meeting accClrdingly.
The meeting was closed at lOp. m. with singing the last three
verses of the 122nd Psalm and prayer.

United Presbyterian Church of America.-As many of
our readers are aware, this was usually regarded as the largest of
the Psalm-singing Churches in the Presbyterian family. Some
years ago one of the ablest works ever written in defence of the
exclusive use of the Psalms-The Psalms in Worship-came from
ministers of this Church. It also for many years bore strenuous
testimony against the use of instrumental music in divine worship,
and Prof. Harper's pamphlet against the organ was an able piece
of work. But for some years it would appear instrumental music
was tolerated, and in some of the churches of this denomination,
judging from a report in the United Presbyterian, kindly sent to
us by a friend, it would appear that music is likely to be as great
a curse to the United Pr~sbyterian Church as it is to many of the
American Churches. The report to which reference has been
made is in connection with the installation of an organ. There
was a dedication service, followed by a sermon, and a lady acted
as soloist. We had hoped better things of the United Presbyterian
Church of America, and though we were out of sympathy with its
position as regards the national recognition of religion, still the·
fact that there was a Church bearing testimony on the side of
purity of religion in the mighty land of the west was an encouragement. Still, we believe there are many in that Church who object
to these innovations, but the plague, once begun, is not easily
stopped.
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B $ermon.
By

THE LATE REV. CHARLES

C.

MACKINTOSH, D.D.,

OF TAIN AND DUNOON.

" For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be
l'ich."-2 COR. viii. 9.

attempt to define the word grace were to obscure it. We
T o might
call it rich, undeserved mercy, or exceeding great
kindness, but the words that follow it are its best definition: "Ye
know" what He did, "that, though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich."
The meaning of the word here, then, is something different from
its ordinary meaning. It includes that, but it includes something
more. It is not only, Ye know that your redemption by Christ is
all of pure, free, undeserved mercy; but it is, Ye know what
astonishing mercy this is, what surpassing grace-the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
In the work of redemption we have the most wonderful display
of all the divine perfections, but it is grace that shines the
brightest. We have the manifold wisdom of God, the exceeding
greatness of His power, the untainted purity of His nature, His
unalterable and unbending rectitude, His fixed inviolable truth;
we have them all displayed, and-what of itself were sufficiently
wonderful-displayed in conjunction with grace. But we have
also a more marvellous display of them through the exercise of
grace. As, therefore, grace is the central and most brilliant star
in the constellation, S0 the display of all the other perfections
tends to its still brighter display. They shine forth to invite us
to gaze most fixedly upon grace, as that wherein most of the
divine character is to be seen.
The grace of God in redemption is sometimes set forth to us
by the Father's giving His only-begotten Son, by His not sparing
Him, but delivering Him up for us all; in other places by the
Son's voluntarily undertaking and executing the work of our
redemption. The work is all of grace. The character of those
who are redeemed shows that it must necessarily be of grace.
But it is the worth and the humiliation and the sufferings of the
Son of God that teach us the abundance and the altogether
unspeakable character of this grace. It is important indeed for
us to remember that, while the grace of redemption, in its superabounding and manifold manifestation, is brought before us thus
in order that the poor weak faith of the sinner may find some
resting-place while conversing with so sublime a subject, we must
not think of it as though the grace of one of the Divine Persons
in the glorious Trinity was more wonderful than that of the other
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two. The grace of the Father is the grace of God manifested to
us. It is through the Son, and by the Holy Spirit, that we
approach the Father. But the grace of the Father in sending the
Son, and of the Son in voluntarily undertaking the work of
redemption, and of the Spirit in applying it, are but one and the
same abounding grace of God, "reigning through righteousness
unto eternal life." Yet it is in the Lord Jesus that this grace
flows forth; it is through His incarnation and death that it reaches
sinners; it is in Him that it is made known to them; and it is by
Him, as the Mediator, that we approach grace in its fountain, and
taste that God is good.
In contemplating this surpassing grace of the Lord Jesus, let us
consider four things : I.-The pre-existent state of Christ. " He was rich "-rich in
all the treasures of divinity. From everlasting He was in the form
of God, and thought it not robbery to be equal with God. The
self-existence, and eternity, and immensity, and omnipotence, and
omnipresence of God-these were His own eternal possessions.
The dominion of God was His; the crown of the universe
encircled His brow. The uncreated glory, the harmonious and
matchless perfections, the all-sufficiency, and infinite self-delight
and blessedness of the Godhead were His. He had a "glory with
His Father before the world was; dwelling in His bosom, and
being with Him; the brightness of His glory, and the express
image of His person; and enjoyingly unceasingly the expression
of the Father's infinite complacency and delight. He was thus,
in every possible respect, infinitely and unchangeably rich. It
was impossible that through the future eternity His riches could
be either increased or diminished. His glory would have been
as resplendent though no creature had ever been formed to
behold it, and His blessedness as perennial though the redeemed
world had been left, with the angels that kept not their first
estate, to perish. It is impossible, therefore, that the purpose of
redemption can have taken its rise in a desire to increase this
glory or this blessedness. Here, indeed, we are to take heed lest
we "darken counsel by words without knowledge"; for "who
by searching can find out God? who can find out the Almighty
unto perfection?" " Known unto God are all his works from the
beginning of the world "-from everlasting. But it is essential
for us to know and to remember that as our Redeemer is the
mighty God, so He was absolutely independent of His creatures,
enjoying infinite and perennial blessedness in Himself. It is
necessary for us to know and to remember this, that we may trace
redemption to its source, as it regards us--free and rich grace
exercised towards the miserable and t~e guilty. It is necessary
for us also to. contemplate fixedly-and to contemplate till we are
taught to adore and wonder-the riches and glory of the Redeemer
as truly and everlastingly God. Without such a contemplation as
this we shall never arrive at a discovery either of the magnitude
24
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of redemption in itself, of the grace of the Lord Jesus manifested
in it, of the security of the foundation laid in Him, of thesplendour of His righteousness, or of the preciousness of His blood as
the Son of God. Nor shall we otherwise be taught, in our dealings
with this Blessed One, to adore and to tremble while we believe
and hope. Our Redeemer is bone of our bone and flesh of our
flesh; He is the Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valley; but
He is also the brightness of His Father's glory and the express
image of His person, in whose presence the seraphim and cherubim
cover their faces with their win~s, saying, " Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory."
n.-The objects for whom the Lord Jesus became poor. They
were creatures. Had they, as such, been answerin~ the end of
their creation, His power would have protected and His goodness
would have blessed them; but here would be no call for any new
exhibition of His. character. They were miserable. vVere it
possible for misery to exist in the universe of God without sin as
the cause of it, there would· have been room for the exuberant
manifestation of the divine compassion. But they were rebels.
They had been created after His own image, they had been
placed under His gracious and happy government, and they had
rebelled against Him; they had dared to attempt to live without
God. They were enemies-haters of God, of His attributes, and
of His laws. They were enemies without cause, and yet bitter
enemies. Their enmity, too, was of a character that no kindness
or grace in itself could overcome or subdue-an increasingly
bitter enmity-an enmity unmixed and pure; an enmity that
nothing else would satisfy than that God should cease to be God.
They were unholy and polluted. Every faculty of their souls was
tainted and leprosied with the abominable thing; the very sight
could not be borne by infinite purity. Such is our condition, as
described in the Word of God, and such is.it known and felt to
be by all who understand the words, "If when we were enemies
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son." Here, then,
was room for loathing, fQr abhorrence, for hatred; but what room
was there for love? Could rebellion excite it? Could pollution
excite it? Here was room for the manifestation of justice; for
manifesting to the universe-as had been done in the case of the
angels that kept not their first estate-that God's authority was
not to be trifled with. Here was a call for a second and a more
appalling exhibition of His hot displeasure against sin. Their
eternal misery would not have shaken His happiness; nay, it
would have been a standing memorial of His rectitude and His
goodness. And yet grace and mercy towards a portion of these
vile traitors began to move in the breast of the everlasting Son,
and to sue for exercise. Here we are lost-lost in the attempt to
fathom what cannot be fathomed; nay, to understand the possibility of such feelings in any other way than this-that" He is
God."
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That this grace of the everlasting Son was sovereign, we know.
The angels that sinned did not experience it. But that it is also
pure grace and pure surpassing love, we know. It leaped forth
from its fathomless depths in the bosom of the Divine Son, and
it terminated in electing grace on a portion of Adam's rebellious
and polluted family. Once fixed upon them, the horrors of their
condition were brought before its view; the pit, the horrible pit,
in which they lay, and the dark and dreary eternity in the distance. It cried for their deliverance; it desired it earnestly.
This view of grace, and grace alone as it regards the redeemed,
prompting the Son of God to interfere for their redemption, is
perhaps too dazzling for the saints in this world; so that they
seek to relieve it by contemplating especially the glory redounding, from its exhibition, to the divine perfections. And yet,
while the purpose and end of its exhibition must necessarily
terminate on G0d, it is to its objects pure unmixed mercy and
grace.
But how could this mercy and grace be exercised? Here was
rebellion; how could it be forgiven? Here was guilt; how could
it be cancelled? Here was pollution-entire and increasingly
dark pollution; how could it Qe approached? How could it be
overcome? Was justice to sheathe its sword and withdraw its
'Claims? This were impossible, for where then would be the
divine glory, the divine purity, the divine truth, the divine
unchangeableness? Where would be the security of protection
and blessedness to the loyal subjects of the divine government?
Where the equity of the sufferings of the fallen spirits? How
-again could the infinitely holy God return to the temple whence
He had been driven? How could He look to the soul that had
dislodged Him, and that had admitted to its throne His archenemy? How could He come forth to it except to consume it?
Or if grace sued for its renovation, and if almighty grace could
contemplate so marvellous a work, yet where were the security
for the divine honour and the divine purity in accomplishing it?
Unless justice, then, were satisfied, and the divine honour maintained, it was impossible either that mercy could be exercised
towards the rebels, or that almighty power could go forth on the
ground of this satisfaction to reconcile and reclaim them. But
where was this satisfaction to be sought except from the guilty?
And if from them, how could they render it except in suffering
the vengeance of eternal fire? Such thoughts as these are riot
foreign to the subject of our contemplation: "The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ." What of the seraphim and cherubim, and
all the angelic host, after they had witnessed the casting down
of their rebellious brethren and their binding in everlasting
-chains, had been told that towards another band of traitors mercy
was contemplated, and had been told nothing of the plan devised
for securing its honourable and triumphant exercise. Would not
,the subject have been to them utterly dark and incomprehensible?
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Let us here, then, adore and admire divine and unsearchable
wisdom, and especially the exhibition of infinite grace: "He
became poor."
nL-" The Lord Jesus Christ became poor." While the
Scripture warrants, and indeed requires, us to say that in no other
way could grace be exercised, yet the Lord Jesus' undertaking to
cast up the highway by which He could reach our world, was a
free and voluntary undertaking.
.
We are not to think of the words, "he became poor," as
though they implied that He ceased to be what He was-very
and eternal God; for in Him, when incarnate, "dwelt all the
fulness of the"Godhead bodily." But He came to be that which
He had not been; He became the opposite of all that He had
been; and to all outward appearance-to the eye of flesh and
blood-He was poor. Though unchangeably rich in all the
glories of divinity, He emptied Himself of them as to their outward manifestation and cast a veil upon their brightness. It
behaved Him, in the wondrous work He meditated, to leave them
behind Him. Indeed, had He appeared with them, they would
have consumed sinners, and even His people could not have
borne their refulgence. Therefore, in infinite self-humiliation, He
cast a veil upon them, and appeared among His creatures and
subjects not "in the form of God," but "in the form of a.
servant," and though some rays of His divinity broke forth in His
mighty works, though its glory broke forth on the mount of transfiguration, and though the eye of faith "saw his glory," yet
outwardly and to the eye of sense He seemed but as a man-as if
He were one of us; and He was content to appear so. To
estimate the grace of Christ in this it were necessary for us to
know how infinitely worthy that glory which He veiled was to be
admired and adored; to know the infinite complacency with
which He Himself must have regarded it, and His consciousness
of His claims to the admiration and adoration of the universe.
We must know it then as "passing knowledge."
" He became poor" in assuming our nature. He became truly
bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. And who can estimate
this grace, or fathom this condescension? "Great," indeed, "is
the mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh." He took it
upon Him, and assumed it into intimate and indissoluble union
with His divine Person; and though He took it sinless-as pure
from all stain as it was in Adam when he was created-yet He
took it after it had become fallen and sinful. He appeared" in
the likeness of sinful flesh." Here, indeed, was poverty and
humiliation. This is more a subject for thought and contemplation than for language; but surely the little that many nominal
Christians find to wonder at in the incarnation of the Son of God
is a proof that they have never fixedly contemplated or rightly
understood it. "Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee,
but my Father which is in heaven." Believer, adore that grace
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that led the Lord Jesus to take on Him not the nature of angels
but the seed of Abraham, and that led Him to become your
brother, like unto you in all things, yet without sin.
He humbled Himself even as a man. He was born in a stable
and laid in a manger, as though He were unworthy of a house to
receive Him. He laboured as a carpenter, as .though He needed
to make His bread by the sweat of His brow. For the last three
years of His life He was often homeless, not knowing where to
lay His head, and was indebted for the supply of His wants to
the attentions of His followers. And yet He was the King of
kings and the Lord of all. Believers, draw near and adore while
you hear the joyful sound that to you has been born a Saviour,
Christ the Lord; and see here, too, how the ineffable condescension and humiliation of the Son of God has dignified and
ennobled poverty, and stamped all the vain pomp and glory of
this world with beggary. Are you poor? Remember that Christ
was poor.
Not only this, but He submitted to be counted a worm, and
no man. "He was holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners." He went about exhibiting holiness in its pure and
divine beauty, doing good unceasingly, and publishing salvation;
proclaiming His own surpassing grace, and inviting the guilty
and the miserable to come to Him. And yet slander, contempt,
reproach, and persecution were His portion. He, the Holy Lamb
of God, was called a glutton and blasphemer. His mighty works
of love and mercy were attributed to Belial, and the Gospel of
His grace was met by, "He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear
ye him?" He submitted to it; He had prepared Himself for it.
He submitted to it from vile hypocrites, from a generation of
vipers, from those whom He came to save, from those whom in a
moment He could have consumed. He submitted to it patiently
and meekly. He submitted to it till it broke His heart. He was
a man of sorrows. Never had earth such a tenant, and yet never
was such reproach the portion of any of its inhabitants. No one
welcomed the Son of God or spoke well of Him till He Himself
had, by an act of new-creating power, put it into their hearts to
do so. Scarcely had He entered the world as the" child born"
when His life was sought to be taken away; and almost the first
opening of His sacred lips to proclaim His Gospel was met by an
attempt to stone Him. He bore it all, for He had set His face
as a flint. The exhibition and manifestation of His grace rose
and brightened with the calumny and enmity that it excited. He
was at length seized by wicked hands, dragged before an unrighteous tribunal, and there iniquitously condemned, spit upon
as the very refuse of all things, scourged, crowned with thorns,
and finally, in the most painful, excruciating, and ignominious
manner-as though human or diabolical ingenuity could not do
enough to testify the feelings of loathing with which He was
regarded-put to death between two malefactors.
And this
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Sufferer was the everlasting and ineffably rich and glorious Son
of God, the infinitely holy, the all-sufficient and Almighty Creator
and Governor of the universe. Surely here was poverty. Believer,
sit down at the Cross, look upon Him whom you have pierced,
and bemoan yourself as one of that murderous race that killed
the Prince of Life. Surely we have here proof enough of the
inherent depravity and devilish enmity of the heart. Adore, too,
that surpassing grace that led Him to bear this unparalleled and
never-to-be-paralleled load of calumny, shame, scorn, reproach,
and pain. It was your sorrows that He bore. He has gone
before you in the wilderness to take the sting out of your sorrows.
But, oh, learn to feel from home in that world where your Lord
was crucified.
"He became poor" especially inasmuch as, though the Lord
and Giver of the law, He yet became voluntarily subject to it.
He placed Himself under the ceremonial law-a law implying in
all its injunctions the pollution of its subjects-that He might
redeem the Church from it. He placed Himself under the moral
law in its requirements and sanctions as a covenant of life, as
though He needed to work out life by personal obedience. He
yielded obedience to it in a low and mean condition. He yielded
it in the midst of rebels. He yielded it amidst unceasing difficulties and temptations. This is a sacred subject; but how
gloriously does Chrises obedience shine forth even in this, that
amidst His unparalleled trials-trials differing from all that ever
have been or will be endured in this, that He suffered innocently
-His Father's will never ceased for a moment to be regarded by
Him with unmixed complacency 'and resignation. He knew no
sin. He was conscious that He knew it not; and yet He was
marked out as the alone exception to the rule of the divine
government that connects suffering with sin. And how gloriously
does His obedience shine forth in this also-that amidst the ingratitude, the sneers, the scorn, the enmity, the malevolence, and
finally the murderous assaults of sinners, He yet never ceased to
exercise towards them the purest· benevolence and love. What
mere created excellence could have come forth unsullied from
such a trial? Who but the Son of God could have in such circumstances maintained his integrity?
"He became poor," above all, in being" made a curse" for
His people, as though He were a bankrupt, as though He
deserved to die for sins that were His own, as though in Him
had been concentrated the guilt of hell. He took upon Him the
load of His people's iniquities; and what a fearful load was this!
He who knew no sin stood under it, as though He were a sinner
-yea, the greatest sinner in the universe; as though He were
that which He infinitely abhorred; as though He were the very
personification of the evil and accursed thing. He was" made
sin." He submitted to feel the fearfulness of bearing such a
burden, to feel the agonies of the punishment of sin, to feel the
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sharpness of the sword of inflexible justice wielded by almighty
power. The wrath that the· innumerable sins and incalculable
guilt of His people merited fell upon Him, and He submitted to
bear it. He submitted to be treated by His Father as though He
were a sinner and a rebel-as though, instead of being the Son of
His love, He were unworthy of His fellowship. He submitted to
feel the hidings of His Father's countenance, the unutterableand to all creatures, inconceivable-agonies of His Father's wrath.
And though the contemplation of the cup filled Him with agony,
though it forced from Him the cry, "Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from me," yet He went forward to meet it. He
bared His breast to His Father's sword, and drank the cup of
His wrath to the very dregs.
Here, indeed, on the Cross it is that we see the poverty of the
Son of God. Here let us behold Him enduring at once the
greatest contempt and scorn, the most excruciating bodily pains,
and the most torturing mental anguish, the hootings of men, the
assaults of hell, and the dereliction of His Father-earth disowning Him; hell let loose against Him; heaven shut against Him.
No answer to His cry, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Alone, and of the people none with Him; the
infinite justice of the Godhead dealing with Him for the sins of
an elect world, displaying its glory and concentrating its terrors.
And is this indeed He who was in the bosom of God from eternity,
and was God? Oh, let us behold the Lamb of God! Believer,
draw near, and while you tremble at the sight of eternal, consuming purity, as manifested in His sufferings, adore Him who thus,
by the Eternal Spirit, offe~ed Himself without spot to God.
Adore especially that grace which led Him to encounter such
untold and never-to-be-told humiliation and agony for such a
wretch as you.
Finally, He became poor in giving over His sacred body to the
power of the grave, as though it had a right to claim Him as its
captive-as though death had come to Him, the Prince of Life,
as the wages of sin. He who only is incorruptible submitted
to it; He entered its prison. But let us bless God that it was
impossible that He should be holden there, but that He rose a
triumphant conqueror-the first-fruits and forerunner of a redeemed world-and that He is now exalted as a Prince and a
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
Here, then, tracing the steps of the poverty of God's everlastingly
rich and beloved Son, let us acknowledge that His grace passeth
all knowledge.
(TG be Concluded.)

OWING to the amount of Synod matter, we have to hold over the
remainder of above Sermon, "Memoir of Betsy Lindsay," A Review
by Rev. J. R. Mackay, M.A., of" The Samaritan Pentateuch" by
Rev. J. Iverach Munro, M.A., and other articles.
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~anaba.

THE REV. NEIL MACINTYRE, STORNOWAY, CHURCH
DEPUTY.

L

AST year, when asked by the Canadian Mission Committee
to go to Canada as the Church's Deputy, I did not feel
inclined to comply, being conscious of my unfitness for the work,
and when my own congregation objected to my absence for
eighteen Sabbaths, I took this as an excuse for refusing. The
Lord, whose way is in the sea and whose path is in the great
waters, laid His hand upon me so severely that I was absent from
my own pulpit for eighteen Sabbaths-the exact number I would
have been away in Canada. With this warning I purposed, if
again asked, I would consent. When, therefore, I was appealed
to this year by the Committee, I at once agreed, and immediately
began to prepare for the journey.
On Saturday the 6th day of May, I sailed from Greenock, on
board the S.S. "Columbia," one of the "Anchor" Liners, in
beautiful weather.
We had on board, "all told "-using a
nautical phrase-about 1,200 souls. Witnessing the parting of
friends and relatives, many of whom would never meet again until
the great day, combined with the three weird blasts from the
"Columbia's" whistle, which are the signal for departureresponded. to by the returning tender which had embarked her
passengers, and re-echoed from the surrounding hills-all this
gave a very sad aspect to our leaving.
After leaving Moville in Ireland, Mr. Tulloch, the purserwhom, by the way, I wish to thank publicly for his kindnesswished me to conduct a service on Sabbath. Having submitted
my conditions-that no instrumental music or hymns be used
-and these being agreed to, I consented. On Sabbath, however, a stiff breeze was blowing-the only storm we had on the
outward passage-and mostly all my fellow-passengers being
sea-sick and made to reel and stagger like men drunk, we had to
forgo the service.
There was one other incident to which I may refer. On
Friday night the usual concert was held on board, and the
following day I was approached by an Irish gentleman who,
among other things in conversation, expressed his surprise at how
the people were leaving the Churches; to which I answered that
it was no surprise to me, because ministers in general, instead of
preaching the Gospel to poor sinners, gave them essays and
lectures on politics, poetry, history, and such things, and also
mixed with the people in all their frivolities, but that for my part
I never countenanced such things as concerts, etc. He then
wished me to excuse him when he told me that he and about
twenty others went purposely to the concert the previous night to
~atch whether I would attend or not; that he was very pleased
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to see I didn't; and when he saw me retiring to my room, that
he followed my example. I thought there was a lesson in this
how careful one ought to walk bef0re strangers.
As we approached the Banks of Newfoundland we encountered
dense fog and intense cold, and the opinion of the sailors was
that we were near, not land, but icebergs jwe, however, missed
seeing any. Sabbath morning found us sailing up the Hudson
river, and, judging from the number of vessels up and down
this waterway, the American and British shipowners have entirely
forgotten their obligations to the God of the Sabbath.
New York, which we reached about eight a.m., is a very imposing
city. It might be described at one and the same time as the best
and the worst city in the world. Its wealth seems boundless, while
its poverty and misery seem hopeless. Its high buildings are very
striking at first sight, especially the "Metropolitan Tower," fortyeight storeys high, which is supposed to be the highest building in the
world. On landing, I was met by Messrs. Donald and Allan
Mackenzie, already referred to by former delegates, whose kindness I much appreciated. I stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Mackenzie and was hospitably entertained by them.
On Monday evening I left for Seafotth, Ontario, by the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and arrived safely at my destination next
day about one p.m., and immediately found myself under the
hospitable and homely roof of Mr. and Mrs. Clark. Mr. Cl ark
had just recovered from a severe illness, but was able to accompany
me to all the stations in Ontario, and his genial company was a
great strength" to me. On Friday I went on to Brucefield, where
I was met by Mrs. Mustard and her daughters. With them I
made my headquarters while in Canada, aud everything that
attention and kindness could do was done to make me comfortable.
I was sorry to find Mr. Forrest in bed, totally blind, and his legs
having completely given way, so that he was unable to move but
as he was carried. He, however, suffered no pain and his mental
faculties are as vigorous as ever. I was pleased to see before I
left for home that he had improved and was able to move about
with a little help. Since coming home I had notice of the death
of Mrs. Fraser, one of our members at Brucefield. She was a
native of the Black Isle and her husband was from Glen U rquhart.
Her simple, genuine piety was very beautiful. She will be very
much missed, and we extend to her sorrowing family our sincere
sympathy.
My first Sabbath in Canada was at Brucefield. We met in the
Methodist Church, the use of which was kindly granted to our
people. Brucefield numerically is the smallest of all the stations.
Death and old age have been diminishing the number here as
elsewhere. The friends meet regularly every Sabbath in Mr.
Forrest's house j and Mr. Baird usually reads a sermon. After a
·few days I left for East Williams accompanied by Mr. Clark.
During our stay here, we were hospitably entertained by Mr. H.

--- --------
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D. Ross and his sister, who spared no pams in making us
comfortable. On Sabbath we met in the Lochaber Church, a
neat little building capable of holding about 200 people. This'
congregation has advantages over the other stations in that they
have several elders to hold regular meetings. You' would have
seen from our magazine that one of these elders, Mr. David
M'Kenzie, was removed by death. This was a severe blow to the
congregation, for apart from being a respected, intelligent elder,
he stayed near the church and could thus attend to the interests
of the congregation. Mr. M'Leish, who is over 80 years, and Mr.
Hugh Scott, who is a comparatively young man, the other two
elders, are both about ten miles from the church. We are pleased
to understand that Mr. M'Leish is arranging to remove nearer the
church so as to be able to attend to the meetings on Sabbath. I
am sorry to have also to record the death of Miss Bisset, who was
a loyal supporter of our cause, and we extend our deep sympathies
to her sorrowing relatives.
The Kirk-Session, which met on Thursday prior to the Communion, considered that it would be. advisable to hold the
Communions as early as possible, so that the harvest work would
not mterfere with the attendance. It was arranged to have the
Communions on the first Sabbath of June at East Williams, on
the second' at Brucefield, and on the fourth at Lochalsh. The
congregations during the Communion at East Williams were
rather encouraging, especially on Sabbath. Friends were present
from some of the other stations, and I have reason to believe that it
was a time of refreshing to at least some of the Lord's people. On
Monday we had a congregational meeting for the purpose of
Mr. David
moderating in a call to one of our ministers.
M'Kenzie, whoa few days after was called away to eternity,
moved that the name of Rev. Donald Beaton, Wick, be inserted
in the call. This was unanimously agreed to and all present
signed it. The call was also presented at all the other stations,
and altogether 32 members and 73 adherents signed, making a
total of 10S.
After visiting a number of the families connected with the
congregation, and spending a night with Mr. Hugh Scott at Lobo,
we returned to Brucefie1d, where the Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper was to be dispensed next Sabbath. The congregations
both on week days and Sabbaths were very small, but I believe a
good sprinklillg of the salt of the earth was among them. We
trust that the seed which was faithfully sown by the late Rev.
John Ross may yet show itself in this congregation. "The word
of the Lord shall not return unto him void, but it shall accomplish
that which he pleaseth, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
he sent it. "
Having finished our labours at Brucefield we then directed our
course to Lochalsh, where we were warmly received by Mrs.
We were sorry to find Mrs. Matheson
Matheson and family.
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confin'd to bed on our arrival, but before we left she was very
much improved, and able to n:lOve about a little, and I am pleased
to understand the improvement has continued.
It was while here the news of the late Mr. David M'Kenzie's
death reached us, and Mr. Clark and I immediately returned to'
East Williams to attend the funeral.
Lochalsh is the largest
station we have in Canada. On Sabbath we had large gatherings,
many coming from Ripley, a distance of eight miles. Here we
had to conduct Gaelic services, the first since our arrival in
Ontario. The second Sabbath we were there the Communion
was dispensed, and the church was well filled with an appreciative
and attentive congregation. It was, indeed, encouraging to see
the people travelling such long distances to the means, and may
the Word preached fall in good soil, bringing forth fruit to life
eternal. I baptised several children for Mr. D. Finlayson, and
also had the pleasure of uniting in marriage Mr. Alick Finlayson,
the Store, and Miss Cameron.
During the week I visited all
the families connected with the congregation and found them
well, except old people, who through the infirmities of old age
were quite prostrate on account of the great heat.
We then left for Kincardine. It was here we experienced the
great heat wave which passed over the greater part of Canada
and the States, and which included the three hottest days ever
recorded in Montreal. Indeed, we experienced that when the
Canadian sun did shine, there was some power in its rays. It
was, however, a cause of much thankfulness to me and others,
that though in a continual pool of perspiration, and meeting in a
hall (Temperance Hall) which' is not well ventilated and which
was crowded to overflowing both Sabbaths. the Lord gave me
strength to perform all the services with a measure of comfort
when other ministers had to stop. During our stay here, we were
kindly received by Mr. and Mrs. Hugh M'Kenzie.
As you would have seen from Mr. Donald M'Leod's report the
congregation no longer meets in the church at the North-Line.
To do so would be dangerous. I visited the church and found
the upper part of it in fairly good condition, but the wooden
pillars on which it rests have given way, and unless it is speedily
repaired, it will soon collapse. During the week we visited 1'1r.
John Morrison, elder, who is called after the famous John
M'Intosh of Sutherlandshire. We enjoyed our short stay with
him very much. Mr. Morrison's speech is very much after the
order of Scripture, "alway with grace, seasoned with salt." Old
age is leaving its marks upon him, but though totally blind, and
frail, he is able to move about and attended all our serVIces. We
also visited Mr. John Cameron at the North-Line. with whom the'
former deputies stayed. The death of his dear wife a few years
ago was keenly felt by him, and he is now confined to the house
and takes little or no interest in affairs.
Having finished our labour here we retraced our steps to
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Brucefield, and on Friday, 14th July, I started for Detroit,
accompanied by Miss Mary Mustard and Mr. Murdo Matheson,
Lochalsh. On our way out we visited Wardsville, and kept a
meeting on Friday night in Mr. MacLennan's house, when a good
number of people gathered. On Saturday we continued our
journey to Detroit, accompanied by Mr. MacLennan. As Detroit
is in the United States, it would be desirable that future Deputies
should carry a certificate of license, as there is no end of the
questions asked by government officials of passengers passing
from Canada into the States, and they particularly press for a
certificate of licence (registration, as they call it), and I had some
difficulty in getting through without it. We were met at the
station by Messrs. R. S. and Kenneth M'Kenzie. We stayed with
Mr. and Mrs. R. S. M'Kenzie, who showed us much kindness.
On Sabbath we met in the Jubilee Hall, where we had three
services-two English and one Gaelic. The congregations in the
forenoon and afternoon were not large, but in the evening a
goodly number gathered. In the evening I baptised the infant
son of Mr. and Mrs. R. S. M'Kenzie. Owing to Detroit being
in the United States, and consequently under different laws, the
Kirk-Session of Ontario thought it would be very inconvenient to
have it forming part of the Ontario congregation. It was therefore
necessary that it should be recognised in some form or other, and
I invited tbe male members of tbe congregation to meet on
Monday in Mr. M'Kenzie's house to discuss this matter. I
advised tbem to form themselves into a Committee, and said that
I would advise tbe Synod to 'acknowledge them as a separate
Mission. Of this they approved; and Messrs. R. S. M'Kenzie,
Kenneth MacKenzie, and James M'Nelly were appointed-Mr.
R. S. M'Kenzie to be Convener, Secretary, and Treasurer. I
trust the Synod will confirm my action in tbis matter. Our
people here are most enthusiastic, and anxious that the cause
should prosper. They feel their isolated position keenly, and I
greatly sympathise with them, and trust the Church will do all in
its power to help them, for I would fain hope that this little one
would yet become a thousand. On our return journey we visited
Mr. M'Leisb, elder, East Wllliams, where we stayed two nights.
The genuine piety and kindness in this family make one feel very
much at home.
After resting one night at Brucefield we proceeded to Newton,
where we were kindly received by Mr. Phineas M'Donald and
family. I had arranged to give the Sabbath before going to and
the one after coming back from Winnipeg, to Newton. On
Sabbath we had very encouraging congregations. There was a
requisition waiting me at Newton from the congregation' at
Chesley, adhering to the Associate Synod of North America, and
with which our Synod has had friendly correspondence, wishing
• me to conduct a service for them. As I could not give a Sabbath
1 arranged to visit them on Monday, on my way to Owen Sound.
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We met in their own church, which is a beautiful building, where
a large and appreciative congregation assembled. Several of the
office-bearers had a consultation with me anent joining our Church.
They wished to know if, in the event of their joining our body,
could we supply them with a minister or student. I explained
that I had no authority to give any promise, but that I was positive
the Church at home would do all in her power to help them in
their trying circumstances. Whether they join or not, I am sure
they have our deepest sympathies, for they are contending, like
ourselves, with many difficulties in a backsliding generation.
On Tuesday I started for Winnipeg by Owen Sound and the
Great Lakes. The sail up these lakes is through unsurpassed
scenery, and reminds one of some parts of the Highlands of
Scotland. We arrived at Fort William, Thursday morning. The
run up between Fort William and Winnipeg is very bleak and
monotonous, passing through large tracts of forest all day. We
reached Winnipeg about 10.30 p.m. on Thursday, and was met at
the station by a host of friends by whom I was warmly received.
During my stay in this large city I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr.
and Mrs. William Sinclair. Mr. Sinclairis a native of Wick, and
Mrs. Sinclair is from Braeval, Daviot. Winnipeg, as a city, is
growing by leaps and bounds, and is destined to become one of
the largest on the American Continent. It is situated about halfway between the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.
I spent three
Sabbaths in Manitoba-two in Winnipeg and one in Carman.
My first Sabbath was in Winnipeg. We met in the Scott Memorial
Hall, where large congregations assembled, both English and Gaelic.
A most promising feature of this congregation is the splendid
attendance of old and young at the weekly prayer meetings. The
congregation is in a flourishing condition, and under the indefatigable labours of Mr. William Matheson, student, is steadily
growing. The Church is indebted to Mr. Matheson for the interest
he has taken in this important Mission, and I trust the Committee
will provide some suitable person by next year to take his place so
that he may be able to come to Scotland to finish his studies.
Our meetings seem to be a house of refuge for many in that city,
for no less than ten or eleven denominations are represented in
the congregation.
A large number of Dutch people, and several
Baptists from England, are worshipping regularly with us, and are
a great help to the congregation. The want of a Gaelic service is
keenly felt by the Highlanders, and it would, no doubt, be a
great advantage in many ways if such a service was kept. I got
Mr. Lachlan Ross, elder, to promise to hold a Gaelic prayer
meeting each Sabbath in future.
On my first Sabbath in Winnipeg, I intimated (D. v.) the
Communion would be dispensed a fortnight hence, and that the
usual preparatory week-day services would be held.
I also
requested those who were formerly members of the Free Presbyterian Church to give in their names, so that a Communion roll be
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properly made up and kept; also, that those desiring the privilege of
communicating with us would meet with us at the close of any
of the week-day services.
I explained that, though the Free
Presbyterian Church did not hold by close communion, yet we
did not grant this privilege indiscriminately, and that on account
of the general denial in our day of the principal doctrines of
grace, I thought it necessary to draw up a series of questions
regarding these doctrines, which all who desired the privilege
would have to answer. I considered this step necessary and trust
the Church will approve of my action.
The following Sabbath I went to Carman, which is about 60
miles west of Winnipeg. I stayed with Mrs. Taylor. She and
her sister, Mrs. MacIntyre, and their sister-in-law, Mrs. Campbell,
are our principal followers there, and are very anxions that our
ministers should visit them, and though our following there at
present is small, they hope that like the vine which was brought
from Egypt, the Free Presbyterian Church may take root and grow.
I have no doubt the Church will do all in her power to help them
to realise their laudable object. On Sabbath we met in a small
school in the afternoon, which was crowded, and in the evening, a
few met in Mr. Campbell's house. Mr. Campbell is a brother of
Mrs. Taylor, natives of Knapdale, Argyllshire. He is one of the
largest farmers in Manitoba, and though not professedly with us,
he has kindly opened his house on several occasions for our
meetings, for which we are greatly obliged to him.
On Tuesday I returned to Winnipeg to begin the services on
Thursday preparatory to the Communion. It was a pleasure to
see the young men leaving off their work to attend the services
On Sabbath a large congregation
during the week days.
assembled. About thirty sat at the Lord's table. Of these, three
had come forward for the first time, and a few wished to have the
privilege. I was led to understand afterwards that this was a
profitable season, at least to some.
On Monday a congregational meeting was held in the evening
after the service for the purpose of appointing a Managing
Committee. Five were elected to act on this Committee, and it
was agreed that power be given them that in the event of a church
being built or bought, to appoint a certain number of themselves
to act as trustees of the property. This finished my labours in
Manitoba and I immediately left by train, sorry to part with dear
friends there.
Winnipeg, which is known as "the door to the Far West," is a
most interesting and important station, and I would earnestly
impress upon the Synod to attend to the interests Of the
congregation. With a congregation established at Winnipeg"the
interests of the Far West, to which thousands of our fellow
-countrymen are emigrating annually, might be attended to from
this centre. Before leaving Winnipeg a requisition was sent me
from Fort-William wishing me to preach there, but as this came
too late, I was sorry I could not comply.
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My return journey was made in beautiful weather, and I arrived
safely at Newton on Thursday evening. On Sabbath, which was
my last Sabbath in Canada, our congregation was even lar,ger
than on the former occasion.
In taking a general survey of the Ontario congregation, I would
be sorry to say one word which in the least would discourage our
people, who are faithfully and steadfastly adhering to their principles, yet I cannot say that the prospects are very bright. For
one thing, all our elders except one are well beyond the allotted
span, and will soon be called away to their rest, and unless others
are raised up in their place, the cause is bound to suffer. But
this is no reason why our people should be discouraged, for He
who raised up the present elders" is able of these stones to raise
up children to Abraham." As you noticed, they are presenting a
"call to Mr. Beaton, and they are hopeful he may accept it.
In the present state of Canada-particularly in view of the
proposed Union which is likely to take place soon between the
Presbyterian and Methodist Churches, and which, like all other
Unions, is not likely to be accepted by all parties-it would be
very desirable that we should have a minister settled there. I
hope to see the day when we shall have not one only but several
in this great Dominion.
My labours, which were many and varied in the Mission, were
now at an end, and I could not help being pleased at the idea of
soon returning home to my family and congregation. After
visiting the friends at Brucefield and Egmondville, I started on
Wednesday for Toronto. Mr. Clark and a few others accompanied
me to the station at Seaforth, and I confess I felt pained at parting"
with my dear friends, whom I hope never to forget. I spent
Wednesday night in Toronto, and stayed with Mr. and Mrs. John
M'Leod, both natives of Stornoway, by whom I was kindly
entertained. There are some in Toronto who are anxious that
our Deputy should give them a Sabbath, and I expect a requisition to this effect will be sent to the Church by next year. On
Thursday, accompanied by Mr. Roderick Campbell, a son of Mr.
J ames Campbell, builder, Inverness, I visited the Falls of Niagara,
which is a most wonderful sight. On Thursday night I left for
Quebec, where I arrived on Friday afternoon, and sailed that
evening on board the" Empress of Ireland" for Liverpool, which
place we reached safely the following Friday. We had a strong
gale all the way across the Atlantic, which no doubt made our
passage rather unpleasant.
" Before closing I ought to humbly acknowledge the manifold
goodness of the Lord in His care over me. As you know, my
health was in rather a precarious state before leaving, but under
His good hand, my trip across the ocean restored me to my .
wonted health. I was very much struck on opening the daily
paper at Quebec to find that a serious railway accident, involving
the death of several people, had happened a few miles from the
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track which I had just travelled, yet here I was, and not a hair of
my head injured.
l!t now remains for me to give an account of my expenses.
From Ontario I received $400, from .Detroit $60, from Winnipeg
$85, and from Carman $16, making a total of $561, or in English
money about £114. After paying for travelling expenses and
pulpit supply during my absence, there was a balance of £ 10 2S.,
which I have handed to Mr. Clunas to be applied to the
Sustentation Fund. I also received several sums for various
schemes of the Church, which have been already acknowledged in
the Magazine.

1Letter from 1Re". 3. :f13. 1Ratmei.
HE following is the letter which was received by the Rev.
Neil Cameron, Convener of the Foreign Mission Committee, and read by him at meeting of Synod : -

T

CIO

NATIVE COMMISSIONER, BEMBESI,

MA1'ABELELAND, SOUTH AFRICA,

2nd October, 1911.

My DEAR MR. CAMERON,-I received. your interesting letter,
and was very glad to hear from you again. The 20,000 bricks
are finished; they were made and burned, and the cost was £28.
The natives paid for them, with the aid of some European
sympathisers. Some natives gave money, some goats, sheep, and
fowls; others maize, called Kaffir corn, and mealies. A goat is
.worth about 10 f, a fowl about 2 f; a bag of mealies or Kaffir corn
is worth about 10f. Mealies and Kaffir corn are the sort of grain
which. the natives here plough. The natives raised £18, and the
other £10 I.got from Europeans who know something about our
Mission, and the work we are doing, as some of them have visited
us out here.
I think the time has now arrived for us here to have a sub.stantial building put up, if possible, as our present buildings are
made of dagga and brushwood, which only lasts a few seasons, as
they have to be continually thatched and repaired and plastered,
which is a continual expense. And as the Mission is QOW properly established, we are of opinion that a substantial building is
now required to carry on the work of the Mission. I have also
mentioned before that our church is now too small to hold all the
people, especially during Communion, a large number having to
sit outside, as our people from Lower Bembesi, Koco, Florida
Mine, and Sibindwana's Kraal, come here on Communion Sabbath.
Prayer meetings are held by our men in these different places
during Communion week on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and
Monday, and on Sabbath they come here. I also hold here
services from Thursday to Monday just as we do in Scotland. I
also keep a day and an evening school, a prayer meeting on
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Thursday morning, and on Sabbath day an early morning prayer
meeting, a preaching service at eleven o'clock, and another one
in the afternoon; and after that a Bible class is held which is well
attended. I am glad to say that nearly all the members of my
Bible class have professed faith in Christ and have been baptized.
The natives seem to be very fond of Bible names, especially the
name of Lazarus-I have now two members that have been
baptized by the name of Lazarus.
I shall be very glad to get the Bibles. Those who can read
seem to be diligently studying their Bibles, and often ask me
where can I find such and such a passage of scripture. The
Shorter Catechism in Kaffir is also well liked by the natives, and
a good number of the members of my Bible class have learnt by
heart many of the questions in it. I have been out of them for a
long time and wrote to Lovedale for some, but very sorry to say
that the reply I received was that they were out of print, and that
they were now going to publish a new Catechism. Many of the
natives have asked me for them, and we are all disappointed that
they are not to be printed any more. We have a man who used
to be a notorious witch-doctor now an adherent of our church. His
name is Ingelwana.
I mentioned in my last letter that David N'tuli had gone to
Victoria, Mashonaland, to begin w0rk there, where the natives
had never heard of the Gospel before. The first places he visited
were Chilimanzi and Enkeldoorp. The Chiefs in those places
said that they did not want a Mission established amongst their
people, as they did not wish to do away with their customs. If
they accept a Mission, they know that they can no longer practice
polygamy, or get (dowry) or cattle when their daughters get
married, and for those reasons they do not want a Mission.
Before a Mission is established, it is necessary first to obtain the
consent of the Native Chief, the Native Commissioner, and the
Government-of course, if the Chief and the Native Commissioner
are willing, you can begin to preach at once. But before a
Mission site is granted, the Government's permission must be
obtained. N'tuli then visited Range, where Maromo, the Chief,
consented to have a Mission. He also visited Felixburg. The
Chief in Felixburg also consented to have a Mission j his name is
Serima. That is where N'tuli decided to stay. These places have
also their native names-I have only given the English names of
them. Felixburg is in Victoria district, Mashonaland. There is
no train to Victoria; the train only goes as far as Selukwe, and it
takes three days' journey from Selukwe to Victoria on foot j it is a
distance of about 100 miles. N'tuli appears to have no Mission
site yet, but is allowed to preach to the natives. Until he has.
been granted a Mission site by the Government, the Mission
He is here
cannot yet be considered properly established.
himself to fetch his wife and family before the rainy season sets in,
as Mashonaland has big rivers to cross, and if all's well, he will
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be rettlrning with his wife and family next week. He has a small
waggon which he is to take with him. He sold six of his cattle
and bought six donkeys, as oxen are not allowed to travel on
account of the east coast fever, which broke out in the Bembesi
and Bulawayo districts.
It would have been very difficult indeed for him there to be
without a waggon. It is absolutely necessary to have a waggonette
in a Mission, as bicycles during the rainy seasons are not of much
use. In order to shorten the journey, N'tuli will have to hire a
truck to take his waggon and donkeys to Selukwe, where the
train ends; he can then go from there to Victoria with his
wa5gonette. It will very likely take him about four or five days,
as the donkeys do not travel very fast; it took him a day and a
half on his bicycle from Selukwe to Victoria. The trucks for the
waggon and donkeys will cost £5, and I shall be very glad if the
Church at home will refund that money to him, as he has had to
sell another of his oxen to get it. And please also send him £6
for the building of two huts, one for himself and family, the other
for the church, to hold services in.
I am now sending you the different estimates and ~he rough
plans of the buildings. You will notice that Mr. M'Keurtan's
estimate is not the same as the last, and his specification not
complete.
The carriage and transport they have not stated
definitely, as the stuff is, I suppose, to be weighed. But I do not
think it will be more than £ 10.-Yours sincerely,
J. B. RADAsr.

{tbe late mts£; mar'2 $utberlanb,
1barp£;bale, 1balntrn.
of this notice was a godly woman of ripe age,
T HEwhosubject
was much esteemed in the district. She took a deep,
intelligent interest in the Free Presbyterian cause from the
beginning, and maintained the same to the end. She was much
exercised in the life of godliness, and her piety was something
that could not be hid, but manifested itself in her bearing and
conversation wherever she was.
We learn that Mary was about twenty-six years of age when she
was brought to the knowledge of the truth. Her principal
ministers at that period whose memories she warmly recollected,
were the Rev. John Kennedy, D. D., Dingwall, and his brother
Donald, Rev. John Macrae (Macrath Mor), and Rev. A. M'Coll,
Lochalsh. She was diligent in her attendance at the means of
grace, and in those early days often walked as far as to Helmsdale
-over forty miles-to be present at sacramental services. She
was gifted with a great memory, and could tell notes from those
worthy ministers she had then heard. As the years passed, she
felt more and more dissatisfied with the then Free Ch,urch, but
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she believed that she would get deliverance, from the manner in
which this portion of truth spoke to her (Psalm 93, 3-5)., The floods, 0 Lord, have lifted up,
lhey lifted up their voice;
The floods have lifted up their waves,
and made a mighty noise.
BUl yet the Lord, that is on high,
is more of might by far
Than noise of many waters is,
or great sea-billows are.
Thy testimonies ev'ry one
in faithfulness excel;
And holiness for ever, Lord,
thine house becometh well."

This was some time before the Revs. D. Macfarlane and D.
Macdonald "came out," but when they raised a testimony for the
truth in 1893, she got then the fulfilment of the promise, and was
one of the first to express her adherence to them. As already
indicated, she was a warm supporter of the Free Presbyterian
Church, and desired the upbuilding of Zion. She was often heard
saying as regards her own personal case, "I have nothing; but my
sufficienc'y is in His finished work."
During her last illness she exhibited the character of one who
was ripening for heaven. Her treasure was there, and her desire
was "to depart and to be with Christ, which is far better."
Shortly before she was taken away, she told some friends that she
would not be long now, and added, "My beloved spake, and said
unto me, Rise up my love, my fair one, and come away. For, la,
the winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers appear on
the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice
of the turtle is heard in our land" (Song ii. 10-12). She felt as
one in a strange country. Grace in her soul longed for its home.
We extend our deepest sympathy to her two surviving sisters
and other relatives. " Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord."

U'be late {ID re. jfraeer, JDingwal[.
(whose maiden name was Ann Macdonald)
MRS.wasFRASER
born at Redown, parish of U rray, Ross-shire, in the
year 1817-twenty-six years before the Disruption in r843-and
died at 4 Hill Terrace, Dingwall, on Sabbath the 9th April, 19II,
in her ninety-fourth year.
The deceased was brought to the saving knowledge of the truth
at an early age, and had the privilege of hearing the Gospel from
the lips of such eminent ministers of Christ as the Rev. John
Kennedy, Redcastle; Dr. Macdonald, Ferintosh; Dr. Kennedy,
Dingwall; Dr. Mackay, Inverness; Rev. J ames Macdonald,
U rray; and others. She had great admiration for these worthy
men, and often spoke with delight of the many precious things
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she heard from them. If she was a follower of these men it was
because they were followers of Christ. One Sabbath she heard
Dr. Macdonald preach five sermons in different districts-two
sermons at Ferintosh in the forenoon, two at Maryburgh in the
afternoon, and one at Ferintosh again in the evening. Such was
her appreciation of the Gospel, and her hunger for the bread of
life, that she attended the five services. What a contrast to the
state of matters in our day, when many are satisfied with attending
Church once on the Lord's day, and spend the rest of the day
seeking their own pleasure!
She married, in 1852, William Fraser, a native of Ullapool,
Ross-shire, who was an elder in the Free Church congregation,
Dingwall, till a split took place in the congregation on account of
the Declaratory Act (1892) having been .adopted as the creed of the
then Church instead of the Westminster Confession of Faith. He
then joined the Free Presbyterian Church. In taking that step
Mrs. Fraser was in full accord with him, and continued a steadfast
member of our congregation in the town till her death. Owing
to the infirmities of old age, she was for many years unable to
attend the public means of grace; and for upwards of six years
before her end she was bedridden-unable to lift her head from
the pillow. But she retained her memory and eyesight unimpaired to the end, and as she did not suffer much pain, she
read and prayed much. Some days she read several chapters of
the Bible on end. She also read sermons by Dr. Kennedy, Re,.
Archibald Cook, and other Gospel ministers. She had no relish
for the new theology of the present day. A visitor would alway
see the Bible in her bed. It was her chief companion, and the
source from which, as a means, she derived comfort in he
retirement.
Mrs. Fraser was a model of patience. During the long time
she had been lying in bed, no murmur was ever heard from her
lips, complaining of her condition. She was resigned to the
Lord's will. She often complained of herself, but not of the
Lord's dealings with her. When her godly husband died abou
four years ago, she missed him much, but she said that she
believed he was in heaven with Christ, which was far better, and
that comforted her in her bereavement. She longed to join him
in the happy place where there is no more parting. One mornin~
shortly before the end, she said to her daughter, who nursed her
with all dutiful attention and care, "I was so happy last nigh,
and felt so well that I did not feel that I had a body." Soon
thereafter she left the body, which was committed to the grave, 0
rest there till the day of the general resurrection, when all that are
in their graves shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and shall
go forth to appear before His judgment-seat.
Mrs. Fraser has left a grown-up family, to whom we extend our
sympathy and prayers.
D. M'F.
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'J!etegeHan <tottcbtonn Bire,," JDearmab a
'lLeigabb air liobbrat)b jfbolaeacb le
jfreagratbbean.
na leisgeilan tha air an cleachdadh, am baile agus
I s airllonmhor
machair, air sondearmad a leigeadh air aodhradh folasach,
air la an Tighea~na. Tha cuid dhiubh, a bha gu tric air an
cleachdadh, le caochladh muinntir, air an aithris an so, agus air
am freagairt.
Leisgeil L-Cha 'n 'eil toil agam frithealadb. Tha mi 'g obair
gu cruaidh re fad na seachduinn, agus is iomchuidb gu'm faighinn
beagan fois air la na sabaid.
Freagradh.-Nach mar an trocair, ma ta, gu'n d 'thug Dia
dhuit cothram air fois a ghabhail 0 shaothair corporra, air an la
sin nach leat fein, ach mu 'm bheil esan ag radh ,gur e la an
Tighearna e? Taisb. i. 10. An urrainn thusa d' tlin a chaitheadh ni's fearr na ann am frithealadh air aodhradh folasach an
Ti sin a thug bith dhuit, agus a chuir fuidh lagh thu a tha ag radh,
"Se laithean saothairichidh tu, ach is e an 'seachdamh la sabaid
an Tighearna do Dhe?" Tha esan, air an aobhar sin, ag agairt
gu'n coisrig thu an la sin gu a thoilsan a dheanamh, agus cha 'n
e do thoil fein: agus dhasan feumaidh tu a bhi freagarach airson
an doigh anns an caith thu e. Mar a c.haith thu se laithean ann
an cuartachadh an arain a theid a dblth, a tha: feu mail airson
cumail suas a chuirp, gabh comhairle, an seachdamh a chuir air
leth airson maith d' anam neobhasmhor, ann an sireadh an loin a
mhaireas a chum na beatha suthain, "ni a bheir Mac an duine
dhuihh," Eoin vi. 27 ..
Leisgeil II.-Tha mi a' meas a' Mhinisteir ro cbruaidh-tha e
.ra gheur-cha doir e saorsa sam bith. Co is urrainn teachd suas
r'a bheachdansa? Cha n' urrainn mi a raite gur toil leam a dhoigh
searmonaichidh.
Freagradh.-Na do smaoinich thu rlamh gur e a dhleasanas-sa
rabbadh a thoirt do pheacaich teicheadh 0 'n fheirg 0 tba cbum
teacbd; agus ma leigeas e dearmad air so a deanamh, gu'n agair
Dia am fuil 0 a laimh? Tba moran earrannan dhe 'n sgrioptur
a tha a' dearbhadh so: ach foghnadh aon. Ciod i do bheachd
air na briathraibh so: "Nuair a their mise ris an eucorach, 0
dhuine mhi-dhiadbidh, gheibh thu gu cinnteach bas, mur labhair
thusa gu rabhadh a thoirt do 'n drach dhuine m'a shligbe, basaichidh an t-eacorach, sin n'a easaontas, ach agridh mise 'fbuil 0
do laimhsa," Esec. xxxiii. 8. Am bheil am ministeir, mar sin,
ni 'scruaidhe na 'm Biobull?
Cha 'n 'eil amharas nach 'eil e air uairibh, a' tagair gle dbluth
ris a' choguis, mar an uair a deir e gur dlomhain, a Thighearna
agus a Shlanuighear a ghairm de Iosa Criosd, mar dean sinn na
nithe tha e ag aithneadh. Feudaidh tu a chuimhneachadh gu'n
d' tbubhairt e, na'n creideadh sinn an soisgeul, gu 'm biodh so
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soilleir le ar n-aicheadh mi-dhiadhachd agus anamianna feblmhor,
agus a bhi ben gu h-ionraic, gu stuaim agus gu diadhaidh, anns
an t-saoghal so a ta an lathair-na'n creideadh sinn, a cheart
rireadh, ann an Criosd, a rinn na h-urrad gu sinne thearnadh 0
thruaighe siorruitb, gu'n dugadh so oirn esan a ghradhachadh,
agus seirbhis a dheanamh dha, agus 'uile aithntean a choimhead.
An saoil thusa gu'm feud neach sam bith aig am bheil fior eolas
agus gradh air Criosd teachd ben mar chin.neach, a leigeadh
dearmad air an Sgrioptur naomh a leughadh, a tha. deanamh
dhaoine glic a chum slainte, agus urnuigh teaghlaich, agus foghlam
a chuid cloinne, agus an togail suas ann an oilean agus ann an
comhairle an Tighearna? Cha 'n fheud, cha 'n fheud: cha 'n 'eil
am Ministear 1"0 chruaidh; oil' an uair a tha e, nochdadh dhuinne
truaillidheachd ar naduir, agus ar seachranan llonmhor, tha e,
anns an am cheudna, 'g ar seoladh a chum an leigheis, se sin
"Vain De a tha toirt air falbh peacaidh an t-saoghail," agus tha e
toirt cuiridh dhuinn creidsinn annsan a chum gu'm bi sinn bea.
Tha e ag innseadh dhuinn gu'm bheil tobar air fhosgladh airson
peacaidh agus neo-ghloine: gur e an tobar so fuil C,hriosd, a bha
air a dbrtadh air a' chrann-cheusaidh airson mathanais peacaidh;
agus gu'm bheil an soisgeul a toirt cuiridh do dbearbh chinnfheadhna pheacach, teachd agus sealbhachadh d' a beannachdan,
a dh' easbhuidh airgid agus a dh' easbhuidh luach. Ciod e tuille
a dh' iarramaid a chum slth a thoirt d' ar cogaisibh cionntach,
agus fois d' ar n-inntinn, maraon, airson an t-saoghailsa agus an
t-saoghail a tha chum teachd?
Leisgeil III.-Tha ar Ministear, air uairibh, ro-bhiorach agus
pearsanta na' bhriathribh, mar gu'm biodh e a' searmonachadh
chugam, an aite bhi searmonachadh dhomh.
Freagradh.-Na creid sin. Tha mi dearbhta nach 'eil miann
aige beum pearsannta a thoirt do neach sam bith as a' chrannaig.
Ann am buntainn gu dileas ri peacaich, 'se a ghnothach ruigsinn
air a' chogais agus air a' chridhe, le foillseachadh na flrinn mar
ann an fianuis De; agus an uair a bhioras 'fbocalsan, a tha bea
agus cumhachdach, ionadan dlomhair an anama, agus a dhiteas e
an cionntach, an iongantach ged ghabhadh a leithid sin de neach
an tagradh dhachaidh 'g a ionnsuidh fein? Tha fios agad gu
bheil am Blobull ag radh, "Bi cinnteach gu 'm faigh do pheacadh
a mach thu "-agus tha 'n coinseas na chomhairleach dileas-tha
e 'na mhac-talla do ghuth Dbe ann a fhocal. Tha culmhn agad
cia mar a thachair do'n uachdaran Romanach, Felics, 'nuair a
reusonaich Pbl f'a chomhair mu fhireantachd, mu mheasarachd
agus mu bhreitheanas ri teachd; chriothnaich am breithamh fa
chomhair a' phrlosanich, agus ghearr e gu h-aithghear cainnt an
abstoil, le innseadh dha gu'n cuireadh e 'g a iarruidh nuair a
gheibheadh e am ni bu choromaiche. An d' fhairich thusa rlamh
dad de leithid so fuidh shearmonachadh dileas an fhocail?
Le£sgeil IV.-Cha chaomh leam a dbol ann; oir an uair mu
dheireadh a chuala mi am Ministear, bha e labhairt mu Chriosd
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mar na h-uile anns na h-uile. Thuirt e, ma's math mo chulmhne,
gur e a bhas·san a choisinn slalnte shlorruith dhuinne; agus
chaidh e air 'aghaidh ag radh nach robh feum air bith anns na
deagh oibribh againne a chosnadh ar llreanachadh, no 'g ar
deanamh taitneach ann am fianuis De; oir gu'n robh slalnte gu
h-iomlan de ghds, agus cha 'n ann de oibribh, air eagal gu'n
deanadh duine sam bith uaill. Nis tha mi ag aideachadh gu'n do
mheas mi ro-thaireil a bhi ag innseadh domh gu'n robh na h-uile
ni a rinn mi, gach ni a thug mi do na bochdan, gach toileachadh
a leig mi dhiom, agus gach dleasanas crabhaidh a choilion mi,
mar neoni, aRus nach dugadh iad aon cheum air m' aghaidh mi
do neamh. Cha toil leam a bhi cluinntinn deagh oibre air an
aithris ann an rat had co eatrom; agus is aithne dhomh pailteas de
mhuinntir gle mhath a tha ag earbsadh asd, aig a' chair a's lugha,
ann am pairt, gll mathghean Dhe a chosnadh, agus an toirt do
fhlaithinnis ; agus gu'n dean Criosd suas na bhios an eis le thoil!teanas fein.
Freagradk-Ach mo thruaighe! 'n i sin do b.heachd? Ach
cha ghabhadh tu fearg ris a' Mhinistear airson so nan tugadh tu
do chribhadh o'n Bhlobull. Leig thll dlchuimhn air na tha 'n
t-Abstol ag radh'na litir chum na Romanach, "Le oibribh an
lagha cha 'n fhlreanaichar feol bheo ann am fianuis De; oir leis
an lagh tha eolas peacaidh," Rom. iii. 20. Agus a ris, a chum
nan Galatianach, a deir e. Tha co liutha's a tha dhe oibribh an
lagha fo'n mhalachd: "Oir tha e sgrlobhte, 'S maluichte na h-uile
neach nach fan anns na h-uile nithe tha sgriobht ann an leabhar
an lagha a chum an deanamh," Gal. iii. 10. Mar sin tha thu a'
faicinn nach 'eil an lagh a toirt dochais sam bith dhuinn, mur
gleidh sinn e anns na h-uile Jide. Agus tha an t-Abstol ceudna
ag nldh, ann an sgrlobhadh a chum Thituis, ,. Cha 'n ann le
oibribh fireantachd a rinn sinne, ach a n§ir a throcair, thearuinn e
sinn," Tit. iii. 5. Agus a thuille air so, nach d' thug thu aire
riamh do na tha an t-Abstol ag radh mu lagh Dhe anns an treas
caibideal a chum nan Romanach, mar tha e druideadh na h-uile
beul, agus a' toirt a stigh an t·saoghail uile ciontach fa chomhair
Dhe; agus an deigh sin a deir e, Pheacaich na h-uile, agus thainig
iad gearr air gloir Dhe," ear. 23.
Tha thus ag iarruidh cuis na slainte a roinn ri Criosd; ach cha
d'thug thu fanear ciod a tha an sgrioptur ag radh mu thimchiol!
slainte, gu'm bheil i de ghras, agus cha 'n ann de oibribh, air eagal
gu'n deanadh duine sam bith uaill; Eph. ii. 8, 9, aglls mar sin
deirear gu 'm bheil sinn air ar flreanachadh gll saor le a ghras,
trid na saorsa ta ann an 10sa Crlosd j Rom. iii. 24. Nis, 'se's
dal! do ghras, mathghean saor, flor throcair, cairdeas gun toil!teanas, agus iochd a thaobh nam mllinntir a tha gu buileac1;l
neo-fhulmhor, agus aig nach 'eil oibre math sam bith ri thagair fa
chomhair Dhe j tha dhe nadur co uasal agus nach diu leis, ann an
obair flreanachaidh, a' ghloir a roinn, an nan tomhas sam bith, ri
oibribh. A thaobh gnlomh nreanachidh, feumidh se bhi gu
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h-iomlan dhe oibribh, air-neo gu h-iomlan de ghras; oir tha an da
ni so an ceart aghaidh a cheile 'nam nadur; agus do reir sin tha
an t-Abstol Pol a' suidheachadh na cllise eatorra mar so, Ma's
ann de ghras, an sin cha 'n 'eil e ni's mo de oibribh, air-neo cha
ghras tuille gras; ach m' as ann de oibribh, an sin cha 'n 'eil e ni
de ghris, air-neo cha 'n obair tuille obair; Rom. xi. 6.
's
Tha fios agad ciod a deir an t-abstol ris na Galatianaich, a bha
triomh bhuaidh luchd teagaisg truaillidh, a sireadh an da ni so a
cho-mheasgadh, se sin oibre an lagha agus gras an t-soisgeil:
"Feuch tba mise Pol ag radh ribb, ma thimchiollghearrar sibh,
cha bhi buannachd sam bith agaibh 0 Chriosd-Co air-bith
agaibh a tha air ur Oreanachadh Jeis an lagh, tha sibh air tuiteam
o ghras," Gal. vi. 2-4. Agus thug so e gu radh ris a 'mhninntir
cheudna, "Cha 'n 'eil mi a cur grasa Dhe an neo-brl; oir ma thig
ionracas, no beannachd Oreanachidh, tre 'n lagh, an sin bhasich
Crl.osd an diomhanas; n. 2 r-lide a dh' fheumas innseadh
dhuinne, ma tha bri sambith ann, gur e 'n dearbh aobhar airson
an do bhasich Criosd, gu'n coisneadh e ionracas Oreanachidh
airson a phobuill; agus an t-ionracas so iarruidh air dhoigh sam
bith eile, 'se sin a bhas a dheanamh n' a ni faoin.
Tha ar ministear a' cumail a mach gu 'm bheil ar nadurne air
a thruailleadh le peacadh air a' leithid de dhoigh agus gus am bi
daoine air an ath-ghinmhinn le focal agus le Spiorad De, nach
urrainn iad oibre math sam bith a dheanamh, a dh' fheudas Dia
a thoileachadh: oir 's aithne dhuit ciod a deir an sgriobtur; "Tha
'n inntinn fheolmhor 'na naimhdeas an aghaidh Dhe; cha 'n 'eil
i umhal do lagh Dhe, ni mo, gu dearbh is urrainn i bhith." Mar
sin, air an aobhar sin,_" cha 'n urrainn iadsan a tha san fheol Dia
a thoileachadh," Rom. viii. 7,8. Agus nach 'eil ar Tighearn rosa
Crl.osd ag radh, " An toiseach dean a' chraobh math, agus an sin
bithidh an toradh math?" Tha tri nithe feumail a chum obair
sam bith a dheanamh math ann am fianuis De: 'Se an ceud ni,
gu'm feum i eirigh 0 dheadh run, aglls 'se sin gradh do Dhia, is e
a cheud aithn, agus aithn mhor an lagha. 'Se 'n dara ni, gu'm
feum i bhi air a seoladh a reil' riaghailt mhath, is i toil fhoillsichte
Dhe. Aglls 'se 'n treas ni, gu'm feum i bhi air a stiuradh a chum
crich mhaith, aglls 'se sin a chum gloire Dhe. Ach gus am bi
daoine air a tabhairt gus an soisgeul a thlligsinn agus a chreidsinn,
cha 'n 'eil speis ac' do aon ni dhiubh so; oir tha na h-uile deadh
obair a' sruthadh 0 chreidimh ann an Crl.osd, agus Q) ghradh dha,
airson a' ghaoil mhoir a thaisbean esan ann am basachadh
airarson-ne.
Leisgeil V.-Thig mi air an ath la Sabaid.
Freagradh.-Ach am bheil thu cinnteach gu'm bi thu bea
seachduin eile? Ann am meadhon beatha tha sinn ann am bas..
Cha'n 'eil fios againn ciod a thachaireas am maireach: oir ciod i
ar beatha? Cha 'n 'eil i ach mar chea a shuibhlas air falbh. An
diugh tha sinn air fonn dachas-am maireach feudaidh sinn a bhi
air ar sumahadh fa chomhair a' chaithir bhreitheanais mhoir, gu
cunntas iocadh do Dhia, Breitheamh nan uile.
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Ldsgeil VI.-Cha 'n fhaic mi gu'm 5heil iadsan a tha frithealadh, aon dad ni's fearr na iadsan a tha fuireach aig a' bhaile.
Sin lain agus Eadard-a tha frithealadh combhaileach, tha iad co
ole, mar 'eil ni's measa na 'n nabidhean.
Freagradh.-Feudaidh sin uile bhi firimieach gu leor, no gle
mhi-sheirceil. Ach bu choir dhhitse barrachd fios a bhi agad
no gu'n tagradh tu droch cleachdannadhaoin' eile mar aobhar c'
uime gu'n leigeadh tusa dearmad air aoradh folasach Dhe, agus
gu'n tionndaidheadh tu eluas bhodhar ri soisgeul na sithe. Cha'n
fheum creidimh Iosa Criosd a bhi air a dheanamh freagarach
airson droch eleachdadh muinntir sam bith a tha 'g 'a aideachadh
mar chairdean. Is leor gu'm bheil an creidimh sin a' diteadh na
h-uile mi-mhoghalachd, agus na h-uile sears easaontais, agus a' cur
mar impidh air na h-uile creidmheach naomhachd a dheanamh
foirfe ann an eagal De. Bithidh cealgairean agus luchd aidichidh
breugach air am faighinn, ann an aireamh beag no mar, am
measg eaghiisibh Chrlosd, anns na h-uile linn, gus an tig e tis; oir
cha 'n urrainn sinne sealtuinn a steach air a chridhe, gu fhiosrachadh co tha 'na fhear aidichidh firinneach agus bretigach. Fasaidh
an cogal am measg a' chrtiithneachd tionailidh lion an t-soisgeil
iasgan ole agus matli; agus bithidh bighean glic agus arhaideach
anns na h-uile linn.
Leisgeil VII.-Tha neach araid a' frithealadh a ghreidh gu
h-ole mi, agus cha toil learn a bhi air m' fhaicinn far am bi
Freagradlz.-'S gabhaidb an t-aobhar so gu dearbh! Agus ma
's fior, do bhrigh gu'n do ghreidh cnuimh talmhaidh cosmhuil
riut fein thu, tha thus a' duiltadh aoradh a dheanamh do d'chruithear fo 'n aon fhardach ris! C' uime nach fhag thu do choir ann
an lamhan De, a bheir breitheanas cothromach a mach eadar thus
agus do namhaid ; agus a thubhairt, "Buinidh dioghaltas dhomhsa,
iocaidh mise, deir an Tighearn?" Agus an urrainn thu di-chuimhn
a leigeadh air na tha e ag radh ruinne air a' cheann sin; "Ma
bhios ocras air do namhaid, beathaich e; ma bhios iotadh air,
thoir deoch dha; oir le sin a dheanamh, carnaidh tu eibhlan
teine air a cheann." Rom. xii. 19, 20. 'S iognadh learn an d'
aireamh thu fein riamh suas cia co tric 's a bhris thu fein lagh do
Chruitheir; agus gidheadh tha thu faicinn nach 'eil e sguir dhe
bhi deanamh maith dhuit; tha e, gach la, agus gach uair a' frasadh
sios beannachdan a fhreasdail ort. Agus thoir feart, na'm buineadh esan Iiutsa do reir na riaghailt a tha thus a' gabhail ri do cho
chreutairibh, ciod a dh'eireadh dhuit? Seadh, dhuineadh e a
chluasan ri d'urnhighean uile, agus bhagaireadh e diu a mach as
'fhianuis! Thil mi 'n dochas gu'm bheil thu, air uairibh, a' cur
suas an iarrtais sin a theagaisg Criosd d'a dheisciobhlaibh, " Math
dhLrinn_ar peataidHean, mar a mhathas sinne dhoibhs' a chionntaicheas 'n ar n-aghaidh." Nis do neach a ghiulaineas spiorad
dioghaltach neo-mhaitheachail do shaobh neach eile, ciod i an
athchuinge so 'na bheuisa, ach urnuigh, nach fhaigh e fein
mathanas 0 Dhia? O! guidh air Dia, air sgath Chriosd, gu'n
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dean e comasach thu air mathanas a thoirt do mhuinntir eile, mar
a dh' iarras tu mathanas air do shon fein.
Ldsgei! VIII.-Cha 'n 'eil eudach freagarach agam anns an
taisbein mi mi fein: tha m' earradh duaichni, no air caitheadh as,
agus is naire leam mi fein a nochdadh am measg chairdean agus
nabidhean, ann an eudach co ole.
Freagradh.-Nis, ged tha e 'na ni taitneach, an uair a theid
muinntir gu tigh an Tighearna, gu 'n deanadh iad iad fein co glan
agus co ciatach 0 'n leth a muigh 's a dh' fhuilingeas an crannchur; gidheadh dearmad a leigeadh air aoradh folasach Dhe do
bhrigh nach 'eil iad co uasal 'nan cur a mach agus bu mhath leo,
tha so, air a char a's lugha, ro-mhi-ghlic, agus ro-choireach. Ma
sheallas sinn gu ceart air a' chuis, gheibh sinn a leithid so de
leisgeilean ag eirigh 0 fhein-bheachd agus 0 ardan cridhe an
duine. Cha 'n 'eil an leithid so de mhuinntir a' gabhail gu cridhe
na comainain fuidh 'm bheil iad d' an cruithear, gu 'n naomhaich iad
la na sabaid, a dh' :lithn esan dhoibh a dheanamh, agus iad feit). a
chruinneachadh maille ri muinntir eile, chum buidheachas fholasach locadh dhasan airson nan sochairean leis am bheil e 'g an
luchdachadh gach la, a' tagradh gu h-iriosal gu 'm bi iad air an
cumail riu, ag eisdeachd 'fhocail naoimh, agus a' gabhail foghlum
mu thimchioll slighe na slainte, agus nan nithe a bhuineas d' an
slth shlorruith, mu 'm bi iad gu brath air am folach 0 '11 suilibh.
Nan smaoinicheamaid ni's ma mu Dhia, fa chomhair am feum
sinn seasamh gu h-aithghearr, gu cunntas a thabhairt as ar caitheadh-beatha anns an t-saoghal so, cha chluinnte focal gu brath de
na leisgeilean beaga sin a tha 'g eirigh 0 easbhuidh eudaich.
Leisgei! IX.-Bhithinnse gle dheanach frithealadh; ach cia mar
is urra mi 'nuair a tha teaghlach chloinne agam gu sealtuinn riu?
Tha cuid diu a' fas suas; agus feuch mo naoidhean nach urrainn
mi fhagail.
Freagradh.-Cha 'n 'eil amhaaas nach bi e ni's dorra do
pharanntaibh frithealadh gu conbholach na dhoibhs' aig nach 'eil
elann; ach ma bhios iad air am bacadh 0 fhrithealadh air cuid de
sheirbhisibh an ionaid naoimh, 'nuair a bhois aon de na chloinn
gu tinn, no gle' ag; bu chair do sin an deanamh ni's eudmhoire
gu bhi an lathair 'nuair is urrainn iad. Feudidh tu a' chlann a
tha sean gu lear, a chur do sgoil dhomhnaich, far am bi cothrom
ac' (air chul an fhaghluim a gheibh iad 0 'n luchd-teagaisg,) a
dhol do thigh De maille ris a' chloinn eile. Agus airson an naoidhein, matha eagai ort a thoirt leat, air eagal gu 'n cuireadh e
difhois air each, nach fheud thu 'fhagail aig nabi, do 'm feud thus
an caoimhneas ceudna a dheanamh aig am eile? Feudidh aon
neach curam a ghabhail de dhithis no triuir a chloinn; agus leis
an t-seol so feudaidh neach no dithis frithealadh air aoradh Dhe,
a bhiodh, air a' chaochladh dhoigh, air am bacadh. Feudidh am
fear-pasd agus a' bhean-phasd fantuinn maille ris a' chloinn, agus
frithealadh air seirbhis De ma seach. A dh' aon chuid feuch ris
agus le beannachd Dhe air d' oidhearp, chi thu nach 'eil a' chuis
cho duilich 's a tha thus air bheachd.

Notes and Comments.

1Aotes anl) <tomments.
The Passing of the Sabbath.-Under this heading a
series of letters has been appearing in the Glasgow Herald. The
correspondence originated through a letter written by Dr. Ambrose
Shepherd, in which he deplores the extraordinary declension in
the observance of the Sabbath in recent years. Places of pleasure
are being licensed, and if matters go as they are going, it will not
be an extraordinary thing to hear in a few years that the theatres
are open. Some of the writers suggested cau~es for this declension, but it should be candidly acknowledged that ministers in
many cases are really guilty for not warning the people, and in
making use of the cars on the Lord's day as a means of transit
from place to place. The Word of God tells us that in the last
days men shall be lovers of pleasure more than. lovers of God, and
the one day in the week that He asks us to give Him is turned
into a holiday.
The Zionist Movement.-This is a movement among the
Jews which has as its aim the return of the Jews to Palestine~ the
land of their fathers. They rest their hopes upon a literal interpretation of certain passages in the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, Amos, Hosea, J oel and Zechariah. As far as Christians
are concerned, however, it should be bome in mind that the New
Testament never makes any mention of such a return. Besides,
if we are to take these prophesies literally, they prove too much.
They speak of the restoration of the Levitical priesthood, of the
sacrifices and of the Temple worship, all of which are quite
inconsistent with what the New Testament says about the finality
of the Gospel. The prophesies must be interpreted in a spiritual
sense, otherwise they land us in J udaism or Pre-Millenarianism.
The view is held by many who never think what is implied in it,
and who never realise that it has any bearing on the question of
Christ's personal reign on earth as held by the Pre-Millenarians.
The Government's Appointments of Law Officers.The Government are favouring Irish Romanists very much in the
bestowal of their Law Patronage. Mr. C. A. O'Connor, who has
just been appointed Attorney-General for Ireland, is a Roman
Catholic. He was educated by the Jesuits. The new Lord
Chancellor, the Lord Chief Justice, the Lord Chief Baron, the
Attorney-General, and the Solicitor-General are now all Romanists.
The Lord Chief Justice is also a pupil of the Jesuits. Sir Henry
Bellingham, who has just been appointed Lord Lieutenant of the
County of Louth, is a Romanist.
He is a pervert.-English
Churchman.
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