A Lecture

By theREev. D. BEATON, Wick.

“For they are dead which sought the young chilifs"+ Matthew 2:20.

Christ had no sooner appeared in the world than Wek moved to its depths
against Him. With a skill which was not lacking persistent determination to thwart the
divine purpose, Satan marshalled his forces angired his instruments for the
overthrow of that Kingdom which was to be set umasverlasting Kingdom — “for of a
truth,” says Peter, “against Thy Holy Child Jeswdjom Thou hast anointed, both
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, an€e people of Israel, were gathered
together” (Acts 4:27). But Satan had miscalculatieel tremendous resources of power
against which he threw his hosts, and had completelderestimated the deep,
unsearchable counsels which eternal wisdom hacéedor the frustrating of every attack
of the adversary, and for consummation of the gdesign that the God of salvation had
in view. This was a conflict in which God’s gloryaw at stake, and the hope of a countless
number of the race to which we belong. To God #see was certain from the beginning,
but to men looking on how often it appeared that fitrces of darkness were to gain the
day. As the Redeemer entered into the battle witgh drown upon His head, conquering
and to conquer, men were too ready to have theais elyverted by the great upheavals
caused by the struggle, instead of keeping theedfiypon the One who was ruling in the
midst of His enemies with the assured knowledge tha issues of the day were to be on
the side of eternal truth and righteousness. Vieln@d one standpoint, nothing seemed so
easy of accomplishment as the utter destructio®ad’s great plan. He, upon whom the
accomplishment of this design rested, was a weak reeipless infant, and nothing was
easier for Satan than to work on the mind of onéisfservants to stretch forth their
hand against Jesus. When men were told that threolighChild the great purpose of
salvation was to be brought about, they might heaid that the hopes of that countless
number who were to be saved was hanging upon ta&ttiof a helpless infant. But this
is not a correct way of viewing the matter, for Vehit is true that the Lord Jesus
was a helpless infant, it is no less true that He the everlasting God, and no created
power — angelic or otherwise — could touch thag liintili He gave permission. In this
case, as in the case of His cause, it was hanginthe slender thread of life, but that
thread, said Beza, was in the hand of God, whoseepds irresistible. Satan’s attempt to
frustrate God’s design was not met by the exerbhgower sufficient to crush Herod,
but by the use of means to render null the weltipémischeme of Satan. And when God’s
time had come, He summoned the defeated tyrant Hsopresence to answer for his
misdeeds. It was when this took place that the annement was made — “For they are
dead which sought the young Child’s life.” In theserds we read heaven’s divine
announcement, not only in regard to this attemgdtustrate God’s purpose, but to every
attempt that has been made, is being made, andbeillmade to the end of time.
However long the struggle may last, and howevereleys it may appear to God’s people
to battle any longer, the day is coming when it nisy written at the head of every
chapter of history describing the conflicts agathst cause of Christ — “They are dead who
sought the young Child’s life.” The same words @piise the description of the issue in the
spiritual struggle of God’s people also; for, asebu as it was announced to Israel and
witnessed by their very eyes — “The Egyptians wh@rhave seen to-day, ye shall see
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them again no more for ever’ (Exodus 14:13)sgeely will it one day be fulfilled that
every power that sought to destroy the life of grat the soul will be subdued. For our
present purpose, however, we intend to consideethwrds as conveying a message to us
in connection with the opposition Christ’'s cause heet, is meeting, and will yet meet in the
world. The methods Satan has adopted to destroistGhrause have been so varied and
so incessantly supplemented by new methods the mtaoneediscovers the old are a failure,
as to indicate that there is a ceaseless vigilamckmalevolent determination to crush the
cause of truth if Satan can accomplish it. It id&oobserved that whatever differences there
may be in the plan of attack, the objective is alsvéhe same — the destruction of God’s
cause — and towards that goal Satanic subtilityctirits attacks and Satanic power drives
them home. The more one reads the history of thedblof God in the world with his mind
fixed on this aspect of its history the more wil be impressed with the thought that it is a
miracle of miracles that there is a cause of Chnighe world, and the only explanation that
can be given of its existence is that the Saviopr@mise is being realised before our
very eyes — “The gates of hell shall not prevaihiagt it.” We shall now proceed to
notice some of the methods Satan adopts to deSindis cause in the world.

|. Satan attempts to destroy God’s cause by ggimmmen to put Christ to death.

This was a well-planned scheme, and though itdaitethe first attempt, when Herod,
under the instigation of Satan, stretched out hisdhagainst the Lord’s Anointed, he did not
give up his plan. When He came to Nazareth, whexéh&tl been brought up, and read the
divine promise announcing His own coming and Higkwthe eyes of all in the synagogue
were fastened on Him, but, as He expounded thie, tallt in the synagogue were filled with
wrath, “and rose up, and thrust Him out of the,cétigd led Him unto the brow of the hill
whereon their city was built, that they might chiétn down headlong” (Luke 4:29). But,
on this occasion, as at the first, “He went His waVime and again this plan looked
like it would be carried out, but it failed. His tmowas not yet come, but when that hour
came — the hour and power of darkness — He wasedetl over into the hands of His
enemies. The demonic hatred with which Satan hadctied the hearts of men was soon to
find expression, in one of the most vengeful ctied ever was heard in this world, and in
one of the most awful prayers that ever was madiegdudge of the whole earth — “Away
with Him! Away with Him! Crucify Him!” — “His bloodbe on us, and on our children.” If
there could be joy in hell, the devil would havé fe when that awful cry was heard on
earth. It looked like at length that a decisivetaig had been won. But if such a hope was
ever entertained it must have been shattered byettimordinary happenings of the
resurrection morn. The One who died in weakness alase, and now alive for ever
more; and in the message He gave to His persemge@nt in Patmos — “I am He that
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive feeremore” — we have the divine
announcement of the eternal frustration of Satarei-planned and seemingly successful
scheme. But what has the word of God to say akeassue of this struggle of which we
have been speaking? — it declares that He madewa shprincipalities and powers — that
He led captivity captive. And as for the men whowtled out, “Away with Him, crucify
Him,” they have long since gone to their accound the cause they tried to destroy is still
in existence.

Il. Satan seeks to destroy God’s cause by stiumgersecution against His people.
We may consider this subject from a three-fold pahview —

(1) the persecution under the Jewish Church;
(2) the persecution under the pagan power;
(3) the persecution under the papal power.
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(1) The persecution under the Jewish Church.

The hatred of the Jews to Christ was extended $dfdfliowers. He warned them that
they were going forth as sheep among wolves. Thi, wat could speak, even though it
could reason, could give no intelligible excuse fioe desire it had to destroy the sheep
whenever it saw it, except that it was its veryupatto do so. And when one considers the
intensity of the hatred stirred up against thennf@hristian Church, no natural explanation
can account for its continued existence. At theetwh Stephen’s martyrdom we are told that
“there was a great persecution against the Chulsbhwvas at Jerusalem, and they were all
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judagé&amaria, except the Apostles” (Acts
8:1). Satan, in kindling the fires of persecutiana fiercer glow, did not reckon on that
scattering abroad of Christians in the region olada and Samaria. How fiercely these fires
burned, and how persistent were the efforts puthfdrzy the persecutors are clearly
indicated by the words — “And Saul, yet breathing threatenings and slaughter against
the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high prig#\cts 9:1), and again — “I persecuted
this way,” says Paul “unto the death, binding ametlveéring into prisons both men and
women” (Acts 22:4). But the blood of the martyrcéme the seed of the Church, and who
knows but as Saul stood by Stephen consenting histdeath as he witnessed the beautiful
heavenly composure of the martyr as he passedghrthe cruel ordeal, that thoughts were
awakened that day that were not easily silenced. aitempt to destroy the cause of God by
the Jews utterly failed, and the more the church pasecuted, the more it grew.

(2) Persecution under the pagan power. Satan ndigtexhthe strong arm of the civil
power to crush the cause of the Most High. We dbowish to harrow the feelings of
our readers here with a description of the mearptedl during the Neronian, Decian,
and Diocletian persecutions, but the bare mentiothese is enough to chill one’s blood.
But no tortures that racked the body or fiery otdearough which gentle women and
heroic men passed could stay the onward progretbe dfeavenly cause. Men chose to be torn
by wild beasts in the Roman amphitheatres andintsicaldrons of boiling oil rather than
renounce the Lord who redeemed them. Satan hadec&bned on the divine strength
vouchsafed to the martyrs in the day of trial, dede again the blood of the martyrs
became the seed of the Church, and Satan wasyutizffled to destroy it.

(3) Persecution under the papal power. Satan haaihgd to accomplish his purpose
through the Jewish Church and the pagan power, had recourse to the so-called
Christian Church as represented in the Church afdRd his enlisting of a powerful so-called
Christian institution on his side was a masters¢rak the enemy, and right skilfully
did he make use of it. The diabolic ingenuity evided in the methods and means of
torture were of such a nature that were it annodrtb@at men and women could face
them without renouncing their faith, one would usitegingly say it is impossible, that is, if
one overlooked the promise — “My grace is sufficiéor thee and my grace is made
perfect in weakness.” The dark dungeons that waeeghe lingering deaths of saintly
men and women and the walls that heard the grohhsmic men as their limbs were
racked, but heard no word of renunciation of tifeth could they but speak, would have a
tale to tell that would appear almost incredibléeTmen who planned these tortures
have long since passed to their account, and theepthat authorised them, drunken
with the blood of the saints, is doomed to drin& thup she filled to others. What was the
crime of which these men and women were guilty?dltyyto the truth as revealed in the
Word of God, and loving devotion to the Lord whaleemed them were the crimes that
awakened the hatred of Satan and moved the hefantsked men to stamp out, if it were
possible, any signs of the true cause of God invibdd. At times it looked like that the
enemy was to prevail, but neither the terrors @f thquisition, nor the extirpating wars
against the Waldenses and the Huguenots nor tage &t Smithfield were successful, and
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the cause of God came through the fiery furnacateldeseven times, with a vigour after the
terrible struggle that can only be accounted fottm supposition that One like unto the
Son of Man was with it in the fiery furnace. Whém tFrench King threatened to wipe
out the Huguenots, he was answered with the fead@sl significant words of Beza —
“Sire, the Church of Christ is an anvil that hasken many a hammer.”

But persecution was not the only means Satan oseestroy God’s cause in the world.
Error cleverly disguised and plausibly presented ingended as a potent instrument for the
destruction of Christ's cause in the world. The i€han Church was not long in
existence when Satan began to sow his tares.

(1) Legalism, with its complete subversion of theumpd on which a sinner’s hope rests
for eternity was a cunningly devised scheme, and gignificant that in his Epistles the
Apostle Paul gives the clearest indication of thstrdss caused him by this false
teaching, which was not a gospel at all. He sutfemeore from the Christian Judaising
teachers than from the adherents of the old fadtig while the doctrines of grace
presented an insuperable barrier to the advanckegs#lism, the enemy, by a cleverly
executed move, swept the great bulk of the profes§ihristian world into line with this
deeply laid plan. The basic doctrine of the ChuothiRome is founded on this ruinous
error, and thousands of Protestants are buildingnughis false foundation for eternity.
For though at the Reformation the great truth sfification by faith was declared with
no uncertain sound by the great Reformers, yetas Wost sight of, in after days, by
many of those professing to be Protestants. Buidghd&atan has deceived so many, he has
not yet been able to stamp out God’s truth.

(2) The attempt to destroy God’s cause by denyaegriue Deity of the Son of God was
a blow struck not at the outworks of the Christ@murch, but at its very heart. It looked
like for a time that it was to be successful, asdAdhanasius, the fearless defender of
the faith, was banished, it seemed that the cati€od had fallen. But Athanasius was
recalled, and the truth of God triumphed. Satanndiicease in his attempt to overthrow
this great doctrine, and so down the ages the @hbad to contend with Socinianism,
Unitarianism, and Kenoticism. The latter theorypime of the most subtle of modern attacks
on the true Deity of the Son of God, and it hasnbieeoked as a foil against our Lord’s
testimony to the Old Testament Scriptures.

(3) The attack on the Scriptures in the name ofnlieg has had an extraordinary
vogue. It has entered into the high places of tiggoal learning, and has been warmly
welcomed there. Young candidates for the holy ntigikave imbibed this deadly poison
at the hands of their teachers, and have in tucorbe disseminators of the same. But,
however long the tide may take in turning, the @blbcome by and bye.

If time permitted reference might be made to Evohism, Spiritism, Communism,
Christian Science, Russellism, Seventh Day Adventiand other members of that
numerous brood hatched by Satan, but they areealirted to fail in the end.

[1l. Satan attempts to destroy God’s cause by iohioing worldliness into the
Church.

With apparent diffidence he suggests that the rales laws of the Church are too
strict — that a little yielding on the part of tdurch will work to its advantage. And if
this subtle suggestion is given heed to it is fe#d up by others in which the interests of
the young figure prominently. The young, he suggesust be kept in hand at all costs, and
the best way of doing so is by introducing into thervices of the sanctuary and the
management of the Church as much of the world asilpe. New generations need new
methods, it is suggested, and the old paths byhihie saints of God went on their way to
their everlasting rest are said now to be out ofedand unless we have a religion
that suits the men and women of the world, it wibt do. If it is suggested in opposition
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that the way of worshipping God is not left to mdrut set before us in His Word,
then we are met with the subtle and deluding questt “What harm can there be in
this?” Anything that wars against the spiritualdfthe worship of God and that deadens
the spiritual life of God’s professing people ougbtbe shunned by them as the plague.
That a determined effort is made to destroy theseaof God by infecting it with a
deadly worldly spirit is plainly manifest to all wHove Sion. But even this device of the
enemy will be frustrated, and the attempt to smothe cause of Truth by a worldly spirit
will be overthrown by Him who promised that the gmbf hell would not prevail against
His Church.

The Church of Christ exists in a hostile world.idtattacked on every side, but however
diverse the mode of attacks, there is behind théna governing mind, and however
unrelated the opposing agencies may appear, teare getting away from the fact that
there is a co-ordination that indicates all tooimdiathat they are not isolated agencies
working without any objective, but are all defimteshaping towards one goal — the
overthrow of the cause of God in the world, andhasbeliever scans the field of battle his
heart would fail him if he had no help but in marhis sure and all-sufficient help

is in the name of the Lord.
[May 1925]

Christ Seeing of the Travail of His Soul.

[This sermon is taken from a small volume entiti8drmons for Sabbath Evenings”

(Edinburgh: 1848), and has the following prefatapte: — “It is proper to state that

this sermon was not prepared or designed for matigic by Mr Stewart. It was preached

by him in Canonmills Hall, by appointment of ther®eal Assembly, and taken down

by a hearer. It will be found, however, even unslech disadvantages, an admirable
discourse, and not unworthy of its eminent and latee author.” — Editor.]
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By theREV. ALEXANDER STEWART, Cromarty.

“He shall see of the travail of His soul, and sballsatisfied” — Isaiah 53:11.

It was predicted from the beginning that the Saviousinners should be a suffering
Saviour. This prediction is amply reiterated by grephet Isaiah; but the distinguishing
characteristic of this chapter is that it is onetloé earliest, if not the first, and it is
certainly one of the clearest passages, in whigh declared that His sufferings should
be vicarious — that is, in the room and steadrofesis.

It is to Christ’s sufferings that reference, th&nmade in the text — “the travail of
His soul.” It is a peculiar and remarkable expressiand, though frequent enough in
Scripture, by no means of ordinary occurrence mare to Christ. Perhaps we may be
somewhat led to the meaning of it, by a passageh& Epistle to the Galatians,
distinguishing, of course, between the master hadsérvant. Paul says, “My little children,
of whom | travail in birth again, until Christ berimed in you”; intimating his parental
affection for his spiritual children among the Gi&das — his parental anxiety respecting
them. Their very life was in danger, in consequenté¢he fatal error that had made
such havoc among them. The spirit of the apostle similar to that of Moses of old: “O
Lord! this people have sinned a great sin, and hmade them gods of gold: yet, now, if
Thou wilt forgive them their sins; and if not, blote, | pray thee, out of Thy book which
Thou hast written.”

So likewise, the Lord Jesus Christ, but with anpgagable pre-eminence above all
His servants, may be viewed as regarding the peoplelis charge with intense love,
contemplating their lost and helpless conditionhwihspeakable pity and compassion, and
engaging His heart and soul in the business of gavation. “He shall see of the travail of
His soul, and shall be satisfied.” “Who is this&ith the Lord, “that hath engaged His
heart to approach unto MePhe Saviour laid hold on them, took them, as itayento
His heart, engaged His whole soul in one conceadrpurpose, for the salvation of the
people of His charge — the objects of His unspekkbdve. He was called to His office,
as was Aaron. No creature could have ventured temgtt drawing near to the awful
Majesty of heaven — to draw near, and to name,hm presence of God’s terrible
justice and purity, the names of those rebelliousners that had so inexcusably
offended, or venture to appear on their behalf, emglead for them. It was an awful
thing to consider that God — the infinite God ofimite purity, justice, and majesty —
should be approached, and the names of those wakedures pronounced before Him,
with a view to their salvation. Christ did this; dain doing so, He presented Himself as
ready to satisfy all the demands of justice, antidate God’s purity. AsJacob wrestled
with the angel, and prevailed; so He wrestled vdtd, and prevailed. He was in an agony
yet, as a Prince, He prevailed with God.

The expression might, likewise, be profitably ilieded in the way of reminding us
of certain highly interesting and important trutinsregard to the sufferings of Christ,
and the union between Him and His people — themateelation between Christ and
His redeemed people. “Behold, here am I, and th&didn which God has given me.”
And likewise that His sufferings were at once vaarg, and yet of necessity. It was most
voluntarily that He entered into the engagement!“Lcome; in the volume of the book it
is written of Me, to do Thy will, O God!” It wasuty and voluntarily that He took hold
of the nature of the seed of Abraham and not df@dhangels. But having once engaged in
this, and pledged Himself to its accomplishmengntk as without shedding of blood there
could be no remission — it was not possible thatdhp should pass from Him.
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The expression may remind us likewise, that Hifesuigs were fully expected, and
yet at the same time, when at last His hour wasecaimey seized upon Him with a
suddenness and severity that amazed Him. His safferwere fully expected — He
knew what was to happen — He predicted it — Heamy told that He was to be lifted
up on the cross, but He also forewarned His diesighat the Son of Man must be
rejected, scourged, spitefully entreated, and puddath; but when at last His hour was
come, He was amazed.

And lastly — The expression may remind us that §thgisufferings were perfectly
singular — not in the natural and established ord@ot in the course of nature — not
according to the ordinary rules of justice. Theeraf strict justice is evident. “The soul”
— the individual soul — “that sinneth, it shall die the teeth of the children are not to
be set on edge for the sin of the parents. Buhis tase, He that did no sin died the death.

These things have been the subject of our meditadiod commemoration in the
days that are past. | will not enlarge on thesenpmibut go on to direct your attention
to what | apprehend is the more direct scope amadrixg of the passage — the assurance
of Messiah'’s success. And brief as this expressioiihere is an admirable fulness in it. He
shall be satisfied. “He shall see of the travailH¥ soul, and shall be satisfied.” He shall
surely and altogether be satisfied — satisfiecegard to what is always the supreme end
of God in all His actings — satisfied as to the mfesgtation of God’s glory. Having been
made flesh, He is God manifested in the flesh —awsicealed or hid, but manifested to
the universe in a way that was never witnessedréekde shall also be satisfied in regard
to the great end of the divine government in theneeny of redemption, in so overruling
the entrance of sin as to establish the very bafsidis government over His intelligent
creatures on firmer ground than before. He make®rmaah of sin, so that hereafter it
cannot any more have a beginning among the ransameédedeemed — He prevents it
from ever breaking out again.

Further, He shall be satisfied personally. As as@er— the second person of the
Godhead — He took upon Him human nature, and ih nladgure He was humbled, even
to the death of the cross. He shall be satisfietth tie personal exaltation that is awarded
Him. Being in the form of God, as the apostle telis, He made Himself of no
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a seryand was made in the likeness of
man. Wherefore God also highly exalted Him, and ga®n Him a name that is above
every name. He is anointed with the oil of gladradxs/e His fellows. It ia crown of purest
gold, and length of days for ever and ever, whioh Eather hath bestowed upon Him. He
shall be satisfied, and is satisfied, and shallsb® more abundantly satisfied, with the
just recompense of full reward that will be grantedHis human nature. Possibly there is
a reference to this in the ascription of praiseegito Him in the 5th chapter of Revelation —
“Thou art worthy, for Thou wast slain, and hasteeched us to God by Thy blood.”
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive powand riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing” +e¥ing and honour, and glory and
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throneal anto the Lamb for ever and ever.”
Worthy is He that was counted a madman, and indeamgith Beelzebub, to have all
that He did fully vindicated, and have all wisdossigned to Him. Worthy is Hehat was
crucified in weakness, to have all strength asdrifoeHim. Worthy is He that despised the
shame to be crowned with honour. The blessing bee¥er on the head of Him who
endured the cross, and was separated from Hisriereth

| apprehend, however, that the satisfaction hewnged, has a still more special
reference to His Church — to His people — to thespes who are the travail of His
soul — those who owe their spiritual existencejrthéth, their place in the family of
God, to His interposition — to “the travail of Hs®ul.” And this agrees better with the
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vicarious character of His sufferings, which ruhsough the whole of this passage of
Scripture. He satisfied divine justice, and divjnstice says again, He shall be satisfied. It
was from love to His people, as well as from lowel @bedience to His Father, that He
suffered. He suffers, He cares, He pleads for,sawés His people. They are the travail of
His soul, and it is in them that it is here prordiseat He shall be satisfied, whatever that
weighty expression meant. The text, then, is ewigean assurance that Messiah’s labour
and death should not be in vain. “Surely He hatlinboour griefs, and carried our
sorrows. He suffered in the room and stead of Eapfe. Now, if the result were a matter of
chance, surely nothing could be more unsatisfactbny depended on them — on their
will — whether or not they should accept of thiszadon, then would | only advert to this
fact, that Christ died, rejected and despised.ddath was the result of a most extraordinary
instance of combined rejection. Jews and Gentitggeeal in this. He was forsaken by His
friends, and the unanimous exclamation was, “Awaghwlim! away with Him! crucify
Him! crucify Him! Can you conceive any thing moresatisfactory, than that He should have
to trust to those who nailed Him to the cross -trtsst to them to be satisfied. Were it put
upon this footing, nothing could possibly be moresatisfactory; but it is not left to
that. He is assured that He shall see of the tftaafaHis soul and shall be satisfied,;
that, lifted upon the cross, a stumbling-blockite §ews, and to the Greeks foolishness, yet
it is assuredly secured to Him, that He should Hee dbject of universal attraction. There
was a security for this; power is given to Him oar flesh, for the express purpose
that He might give eternal life to as many as Gad fgiven Him. It is committed into
His own hands; in their hands nothing could be mameafe or unsatisfactory; but the
power is given into His hands to make them willlago give them eternal life. This
comports with other expressions in the context. Thimg is so important as to be
repeated, and no wonder. “He shall see His seedjVaent to this, “He shall see of the
travail of his soul.” “My righteous servant shallstify many, for He shall bear their
iniquities.” The justification of the many, followspon His bearing their iniquities.
Hence, in subordination to this great promise tori€th the promise was made to
Abraham, when he was yet an old and a childless, et his seed should be as the
stars of heaven for multitude, and as the sand lwisizipon the sea-shore, innumerable.
Again, Christ will be satisfied in the number ofetlsaved. It is amazing to think
over what tracks of country, during so many longsaddarkness has covered the earth,
and gross darkness the people.” To think of all ¢theelty and licentiousness, misery,
and wickedness, which overspread the world, wh#tiek darkness and vile delusion
bind multitudes of souls fast in spiritual deatimdaf we come nearer home, to those
favoured spots where the true light hath long shang own country, which is like
Judea of old, a land where God is well known; yehaivdelusion, deception,
indifference! How dark and mysterious is it! andjddubt not, it has sometimes been a
subject of temptation to God’s people, that whee ®aviour has appeared as the
Conqueror, the Prince, Satan should thus stilinieBut, be this as it may, we are to rest
in faith on this assurance — and should it not aesfactory? — that Christ shall be
satisfied! It is very true that spiritual barrensesas a great trial to the ancient Church.
It was symbolised in the cases of Sarah, RebekahRachel: it was alluded to in the case
of Samson’s mother and Samuel’s; and this triaé igial still. But the promise to
Abraham is stedfast, the promise to Christ is séw it is very remarkable, in this
connection, that on one of these rare occasionghich a gleam of joy brightened the
countenance of the Man of Sorrows, he rejoicedpimisat one time, and said, “I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto bdbeso it seemed good in Thy
sight.” Christ is satisfied; Christ will be satisfi with the numbers — and they are not small
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— which the Father has given to Him. And this sdaydiell our murmurings, our false zeal,
our unbelief, our disposition to quarrel with Gachok at the example set us by Him,
who, if there were discontent in the case, hadghtrio be discontented. Look at Him
who thanked His Father for the poor and the mead,ret for the wise and the mighty.

| may remark here, in passing, that this oughttoatlax our efforts. It did not relax
His. Satisfied with those whom the Father had giMén, He is deeply occupied in heaven
with the accomplishment of the work of their saleat at the same time joyfully and
cheerfully satisfied with the limits which the Fathhas set.

Again, Christ’s satisfaction extends farther tharthe mass and the multitude — it
reaches to the individuals. We may purchase a flfckheep, pay the price, and if we
have the full tale, and the number, we are satisfiay, in regard to spiritual matters,
we hear of the success of our mission in Calchtay of a thousand young men receiving
instruction regularly, and would yet more rejoicehearing that ten, twenty, thirty, or a
hundred were really converted. We would rejoicghi@ number, but they are at such a
distance, that we see merely their number. It 13y \@ifferent, however, in other cases.
Jacob loved Rachel, and though Laban gave him a,witf was anything but a
satisfactory arrangement that Leah should be inptaee of Rachel! And Christ loves His
people individually. One individual cannot be patimeff for another. He loves them
individually, as was intimated by the high priedbseast-plate of old. The name of each
individual could not be engraved upon it — thereavenly the names of the tribes; but
this intimated that all the individuals were remeaardd by the high priest. So Christ is the
good Shepherd. “I know my sheep, and am known ofenfiiThey know Him — there is
no doubt of that; but it is as true that He knowsm, and that individually. Hence the
force of the expressions, “I have called thee by tlame — thou art mine.” “I know
thee by name.” And hence the value of the chapiérsames. Look at the last chapter of
the Epistle to the Romans. Mark what a long lishafes. You see how the apostle notices
the members of the Church by their names — advertse excellencies of each — sends
his encouraging approbation — his Christian salotatind regards — and sends it to
every one by name. And he was warranted and indggyethe Spirit of God to do so;
for that chapter is as much inspired as the thihdpter. And so in the Book of
Chronicles, God shows that He regards His peoplednye. He converts them individually and
by name. He counts the very hairs on their hea@réhan, then, be no substitution. Christ
is perfectly satisfied with the arrangement of Hather. He whose largeness of heatrt is like
that of Solomon of old, which was even as the sahith is on the seashore, is our New
Testament Solomon, and has a largeness of heakndov and to remember the
circumstances of all the seed of Jacob. “I am thadgShepherd, and know My sheep, and
am known of mine.”

He shall be satisfied with their personal exceliesicPlaced in the great structure of
the spiritual temple, the felicity and glory of &éaadividual of His people shall be such,
that the Saviour shall be satisfied. It is not addeg to what we desire for ourselves.
The measure of glory reserved for Christ's peoplél we such as to satisfy the
immense and boundless desires of the Author ofasalv. It is a sort of resting-point to
the perfections of God — when His truth and immiuigbrest and are satisfied — when
His justice rests and is satisfied — when His betewe and mercy rest and are satisfied.
His boundless goodness has now found way in thas pif salvation, and here all the
perfections of the Deity shall rest and be satisfidot merely his people shall be
satisfied — that does not come up to the end tacbemplished. He shall see “of the travail
of His soul, and shall be satisfied.”

Again, it is the Sufferer Himself that is to beisid. It is the travail of His soul —
His sufferings, in all their intensity of pain aedrnestness of desire — that He is to see,
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and be satisfied with; and His parental love towattbse for whom He died is also to be
satisfied. And here even the foibles and folliest@n may afford an illustration. When
parents look at their children, they are pleaseth wthe excellencies they discover. This
shows, at least, what they wish their children ¢o Dhese dreams and ideas show the
parental desire. But in the present case, it istn@twoice of flattery. It is Jacob that is to
be satisfied with his Joseph — Rachel on behaliesf Benoni. Let the children of Zion,
then, be joyful in their King. Let them fill up theeasure of His joy, and satisfy His soul.
Let them beware of those things that may dissatifiy. Surely it is an argument with
an affectionate son, even when at a distance ongti¢ve his father’s heart — not to be a
heaviness to her that bore him. But it ought sdbcta characterise the children of the
Lord Jesus, who are the travail of His soul. A pdar&ould not be satisfied with an idiot
child — he could not be satisfied with a deformédd; And can Christ be satisfied with
those deformities, that want of symmetry of chagactvhich He sees in His children?
Let us apprehend that, with the apostle, for whia@hare also apprehended — even the
satisfaction of the Redeemer — to be what will gdeBlim, what will satisfy Him, and to
aim at it the more constantly, because it is dedahat He shall be satisfied. Each of
His people cost Him much. And a parent, by-thessguld not be satisfied with a dead
child! It is a sad thing when the hour is come, dhdre is no joy when the child is
born into the world. Let those who may receive@eiimpressions among the young, and
over whom pious parents, ministers, and elders, beawatching with eager hope — let
them take heed of sinking back, so that it shappesy that there has been only a dead
corpse, and not a living child! And let all who leaan interest in the glory of Christ be
stirred up to consider the case of lost and pergskinners. | am sometimes struck with the
amazing spirit that breathes through the Scripturédss as if the apostles and primitive
Christians were inspired with a passion for savswls, not exactly a passion for
preaching, except as a means, but a real passithef@aving of souls — it shows itself in
the extraordinary anxiety, and the minuteness disbke in their epistles.

And let sinners be aroused. Let them strive toremteat the strait gate. Is it not an
encouragement to think that Christ will be satidfi@ their salvation? Let them not
perplex themselves with certain modern questiorsista perfect Saviour — aomplete
Saviour — to whom you are invited to come. Is iy abjection to our Zion that it has
salvation for walls and bulwarks — that it has rartp around it? It has its gates open:
men turn away, because, forsooth, its rampartsnatebroken down that you may
enter. Is it an objection to Christ that you must tumbled — must be indebted to
Him for every thing. O beware that something ofstkind stands not in the way. He
addresses and encourages every sinner that contdéisntothat He will in no wise cast
out. But if sinnersvill find objections — if they are determined notdome — if they will be
indifferent to this great matter, let them recotlétat the favour is done to them — that
they are not doing a favour to Christ. Their goainextends not to Him. Let them not
imagine, like some foolish parents, that in allogvtheir children to attend a charity school,
they are doing the patrons of that school a favioetr.those who will despise and reject this
salvation be assured, that though they may wringyratter tears from the hearts of
parents, ministers, and others now, and though thm, if Christ Himself were here, He
would weep, as He did over Jerusalem in the days$ioflesh; yet let them be assured, that
even their perdition will not be permitted to didiuthat eternal repose, that everlasting

rest, that assured satisfaction, which awaits thelLJesus in the glory of eternity.
[June 1925]
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A Sermon

By theRev. EWEN MACQUEEN, Inverness.

“And He said unto them, Go ye into all the worlddgreach the gospel to every creature. He thatvsth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that bahevat shall be damned” — Mark 16:15,16.

In endeavouring to consider these words for a dhoet, we shall: —

l. In the first place notice a few things about then who are here addressed.
Women are not addressed, although many in our daptain that women
should be preachers as well as men. We do noheegyver, that the blessed

Saviour gave them this commission. Hence, whabtessed Saviour did not
give we have no right to give.
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Il. In the second place, we shall notice the comsmais which Christ gives
them.

1. The field which He assigns to them.

2. What they should do in the field that was assigto them. He says,

“Preach the gospel to every creature.”
[Il. And in the third place, the results which wet® follow a preached
gospel to the end of time. If the gospel is notirsgwou, it is damning you.
The acceptance of the gospel, the crediting ofythepel, will not fail to do
what Christ said it should do, but we have alsottha non-acceptation
of the gospel will do. Is it the law that will comehn us? No. If the
damnation of the law were the only damnation, iuldobe no damnation in
comparison with the damnation of a rejected gospel.

l. With regard to the men addressed, we see hereohderful wisdom of God.

1. It was not angels whom He commissioned to gowdth the gospel, although
some people have the idea that those who go ottthw gospel should be angels. An
angel from heaven would have no knowledge at athefstubbornness of sinners, and of
the hard-heartedness of sinners. Those who are doenenissioned were all children of
wrath even as others; there was no difference legtwieem and other sinners. They were
mostly fishermen on the Lake of Galilee, men whaspcuted their occupation as strenuously
as other men. But what made the difference? Wedlry@ne of them knew the power of the
word of God addressed to them by Jesus Christ.Idvolme,” He said, “and | will make
you fishers of men.” When the word of God came ben it had this effect, to
immediately sever asunder their great and idolatdowe of the world, and this is the
effect of the word of God whenever it comes to mdividual sinner or many sinners.
Immediately it breaks the great love that is in 8wl of the sinner to the world.
Before that took place ithe case of the disciples, their boats, their metge their all.
Zebedee | presume would be supreme in the eyeshof, dhe boats and nets in the eyes of
Peter, but when Christ said “Follow me” there washspower in these words that made
their boats and their nets very little and madeig€happear everything in their eyes. It
made them believe this was the true Messiah. Whenasked Peter, “Whom do men
say that | the Son of Man am”, Peter was led to S&you art the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” “Blessed art thou, Simon, Bar-Jonar, ftesh and blood hath not revealed this
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” Thare men who were taught of the
Father in heaven that here, in the son of JosedloaMary as the Jews thought, they
had indeed the very Messiah. “The Word was madshfland we beheld His glory.”
Those were the men who were commissioned now -etivd® beheld His glory.

2. In the second place, it was true of them thatytbould not part with Christ.
When many turned back and said, “This is an hayihga who can hear it?” He turned to
the disciples and said, “Will ye also go away?” Waly friends, if | can go away from
the Christ of God, | have no right to hope or cadel that ever | was called of the Father in
heaven. Spurgeon used to put it: “If you can bdrang else than a minister, do not be a
minister.” But what did the disciples reply to GriTo whom shall we go? Thou hast the
words of eternal life.” If we thought of putting nback upon Thee, we feel it would be
eternal death to us.

But on the other hand, were they altogether freenfunbelief? Oh, no. It was true of
them as to their old nature that they were hardtlkeda Christ upbraids them for this.
Now, | believe that there is no man on the facehaf earth who gets so much trouble
with his hard heart as the truly sent minister bfi€€. There was an eminent minister in
the north of Scotland called Mr Porteous, and ha &ggodly session. One of his session
became very much tried with a temptation from thevid and after enduring the
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temptation for about a fortnight or three weeksnhade for the minister, going, as he
said himself, to send in his resignation. Well, than found the minister out in the
garden, and Mr Porteous said to him, “I supposead not without some message that you
came from the mountains to see me?” The man wasddafo tell his message, but at last
Mr Porteous made him tell it. “Well,” he said, “imboth ashamed and afraid to tell
it; 1 came here to resign my office as an elder tmdesign even my right to go to the
Lord’s Table.” “That is a serious thing,” Mr Porte® said, and urged him to tell the
reason. “Oh well, | am very much tried with the f&tation that there is not such a
Being as God at all, and what right has a man ws@own so low as that to be an
elder or go to the Lord’s Table?” “Ay, ay, man,igdr Porteous, “I did not think the
devil had that temptation for any man but for aistar. Many a day he hurls that ate.

| know your trouble full well. I cannot take youtoof that trouble, but rust will not lie on
your soul as long as you have that temptation.”

As | said already, they were also men full of umddeM/e do not need to go out of
our own hearts for unbelief. It is a weed that gsowm the garden of every heart, and it
will follow the people of God as long as they arethe world, as his shadow will
follow a man. When Christ, as the Sun of Righteeasnwill shine on the soul of the sinner,
unbelief will follow as a shadow on the side the 8tiIRighteousness is not shining on. We
see then that the men who were sent out were mernwehe adopted, men who could not
part with Christ whatever it would cost them. “Wavk left all and followed Thee,” said
Peter.

II. In the second place, what was the field of th@mmission? “Go ye into all the
world,” wherever Adam'’s race have gone. He did sy, Go and preach among the lost
angels. No. | believe that although the persontk@®postles did not come to this place, the
Apostles came to it for all that. “He being dead gpeaketh.” And why into all the
world? Because there is not a part of the world tleees not need them and does not need
what they carry. We know there are plenty who do fieel their need of the Apostles or
of what they carry, but, my friends, the less yeealfyour need, the greater is your need.
When Christ came near Jerusalem, what made Him2wv@dp” He said, “If thou hadst
known, even thou, at least in this thy day, thedlsi which belong unto thy peace! But
now they are hid from thine eyes.” Men blind toitheeed of what the Gospel alone can
bring to them is something that wrings out bittears from the glorious eyes of the Son
of God.

Now, what is true of men in all the world?

1. First of all, men and women are everywhere tgjailly dead, and how can they be
brought alive? By nothing but by the gospel of Godéar Son. A brother may weep for
another dead brother, but will a weeping brother dide to stop and arrest the
spiritual death in which his brother is? Oh, no.

Yet none of these his brother can
Redeem by any way;

Nor can he unto God for him
Sufficient ransom pay.

The spiritually dead cannot feel their own conditi@ut, in the next place, men
are all morally under the curse of a broken lawitleot clearly and distinctly stated,
“Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all gisithat are written in the book of the law
to do them.” The Gospel alone brings before us wdaat remove the fearful curse. We
are enemies in our mind by wicked works. Therenimigy in the natural man that would
dethrone God if it were possible for him, the dpafi the deicide. Then how can I, how
can you get this nature that is dominated with epnaigainst the being of God
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changed? Can | get it changed by following any esystof human invention? No. The
Gospel is absolutely needed, my friends. And how you know the enemies of God?
They will go to vanity instead of delighting in tha&w of the Lord. They sit in the chair of
the scorner, they hate the Sabbath of the Lord; biate the people of God.

But let me notice now what the gospel is — the iyrfer sin-destroyed sinners. Well, it
is glad tidings, the gospel of God concerning His,SJesus Christ. As the whole world has
but one natural sun, similarly the gospel is conoeg one Person, and that Person is the
Son of God. | pointed out that men everywhere wspitually dead, but what does the
gospel bring before us? We lost life in the firstvenant head, but in the Lord Jesus
Christ “was life and the life was the light of mefnd the life was manifested, and we
have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto lyaudternal life which was with the
Father and was manifested unto us.” So, my frietdsyou who are by nature
spiritually dead, the blessed, glad tidings coméhife everlasting in their arms. The
gospel comes to dead sinners to-night. What doesrite with? With that eternal life
which was with the Father and manifested unto tigod realised your deadness, my
dear friends, you would just be like the slavedlat time of the emancipation in the
United States of America, about which | was readatgly. It was President Abraham
Lincoln who got through the Act, and on the day went up on a platform in
Washington and read the Act that emancipated #nes] when it dawned upon the poor
slaves who were then in bondage that now they hait tiberty, they almost rushed the
platform on which the President stood, weeping simaluting for joy, “Glory be to God
in the highest, and thanks to President Lincolrut Bere the gospel of God’s dear Son
comes to us with life eternal for dead sinners| Wil accept the gospel?

2. In the second place, it not only comes with, Idat it comes with the Person that
bore the curse in His own body and made an end, @&si we are told, “He was made a
curse for us.” How? In bearing our curse in His dvady on the tree. The Curse-Bearer
comes to you. Will you lay your cursed weight ugém? Will you, my young friends,
seek that the Lord would enable you, when He comigh His word to your door,
nearer than the door, even to your heart, to adbepCurse-Bearer, and He will remove
every curse from off you?

3. And the third thing is that the gospel comesbefus with the One who was holy,
harmless and undefiled, separate from sinners, wade peace by the blood of His cross.
Immediately the sinner gets faith to embrace Chwiat takes place? Ah, he gets a new
nature. “Who of God is made unto us wisdom, sagatibn and redemption.” But again we
were full of enmity. What does the gospel bringymu? The One who united the two
natures in the one person for ever, that in the bmtures He might make an end of
the gulf that was between us and God. The gospakesato us with the One who made
peace, and if you will accept Him, you will justefethat instead of being an enemy to
God, you would give the whole world that your plf& of enmity were buried in eternal
oblivion. The gospel comes to us with the One obmht is written, “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon Me.” Do you feel yourself a prisoneven in the very grasp of the devil?
Well, the gospel comes with the One of whom it istien, “He hath sent me to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of thegrito them that are bound.” The gospel
comes to you with One who says thus, “I go to prepa place for you; that where |
am, there ye may be also.” “In my Father’'s houseraany mansions, if it were not so |
would have told you.” Ah, my friends, there is nathlike the gospel, for you may say
that it is the only thing that will raise a sinngom the brink of hell, as you find the
Psalmist speaking in the 116th Psalm. The gospslthat in it which will cheer and
raise you up from the greatest depths of desporyddine devil does not like his children to
be hearing glad tidings that will liberate themrfrdnis own chains.
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lll. Now, let me notice the result of the gospdile’ that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved.” What is implied here, “He that belietiivhen the gospel comes, it comes
invested with everything that the sinner needs, insl by the gospel the dead sinner is
awakened out of his stupor or spiritual death. Whate saved from? From death, from
the curse, and from the enmity of his fallen nati#en the word of God, or the gospel,
comes with Power, do you ever feel how it will dnowhe enmity that is in the nature of
man? There is no way by which you and | can drolaa eénmity but by faith’s view of
the Crucified One. The gospel will finally save thiener from all sin, the very being of sin.
“And is baptized.” In the days of Christ they wepassing over from Judaism to
Christianity. He said to John the Baptist, “Suffeto be so now: for thus it becometh us
to fulfil all righteousness.”

In the last place, “He that believeth not shalldaenned.” This is a fearful thing, the
damnation of a rejected gospel. What is more feédhfan the law? It is the gospel, if it
is rejected and trampled upon. It is very clearttthas is the last dispensation, and the
rejection of the gospel proves the sinner to be itiveterate enemy of God as Moral
Governor; it proves the sinner the inveterate entan@od as the Saviour. My dear friends,
are you willing to leave this place with the cucdehe gospel upon you? He says, “He that
believeth,” shall be saved; he that believeth hatldoe damned.” May you never know the
meaning of the words, to be damned of the gosple].ff@ends, let these words sink into
your minds, that the reception of the gospel, tglowhe grace of God, saves with an
everlasting salvation, and that the rejection af gospel will damn the sinner with a

damnation that will be unspeakable, and that weler, never be removed.
[July 1925]

Sermon

Preached by thREv. D. A. MACFARLANE, M.A., Oban,
at Meeting of Synod, 19th Ma®25.

“O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: faskhercy endureth for ever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so” — Psalm 107:1,

The Psalmist here calls upon the Church of Godatsp Him for His goodness, and in
particular for His goodness as seen in His mertereby everlasting blessings flow forth to
the Church. The Lord is good in creation. He lookgubn His works in creation, and,
behold, they were good. All was perfectly fitted tbhe great end of His creation. But the
exceeding greatness of His goodness is not séwnr gitcreation or in providence. His infinite
goodness is seen in redemption, in His mercy —ngpginners from the hand of the
enemy, and bringing them to the city of God. Thithie crowning mercy of the Church,
that she so enjoys and experiences the goodndise bbrd. This supreme revelation of His
goodness is therefore the song of the redeemed.fidrcy endureth for ever.” In directing
your attention to this portion of His Word, in degence upon His Spirit, we observe the
following points: —

I. The enemy from which they are freed,;
Il. Their Redeemer — they are the redeemed of threl]L
[ll. Their experiences as here recorded of them;
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IV. Their final abode — “A city of habitation”;
V. The call to praise the Lord for His mercy in ils.

l. Their Redeemer finds them in the hands of tregn This enemy is sin. Sin is the first
and great enemy. Death is the last. “The last eneirnigh shall be destroyed is death.” We
see from the Word of God the agency of sin in thiesaling aspects —

1. There is first of all the manifestation of s seen in Satan. The adversary of souls,
the accuser of the brethren, is himself under tveep of sin. He is the prince of fallen spirits,
and the prince of this world, the spirit who nownketh in the children of disobedience.
What a cruel and powerful foe this enemy is! Heremereases his own guilt and torment
in warring against the Lamb and His Church, yetever does his utmost against the
Kingdom of Christ. He is compared to a serpentattion, and can transform himself,
particularly in matters of religion and the faithto the appearance of an angel of light. But
greater is He that is in you than he that is in Warld. The Lord delivers His people
from every evil thing, and preserves them untohdiavenly Kingdom.

2. The power and the effects of sin are also se¢ha world. “The whole world lieth
in wickedness.” In thinking of the world, we natliyahave in view the walk and
conversation of worldly men. What does the life amalk of the natural man manifest
but aversion to God and godliness? There is eMidentesire for religion, but it ever
takes the form of self-righteousness, self-effotplease or placate the Being whom the
natural man visualises as God. And what sin is $eghe world of men in the form of
seeking an earthly portion, earthly honour and @ISAIll seek their own, and not the
things which are Jesus Christ’s.” This is our natwalisposition. They are all gone out of
the way, they are together become unprofitablesetie none that doeth good, no, not one.
And the way of peace have they not known. Themoigear of God before their eyes.”
There is obviously only one remedy for the natiengor such men. That remedy
bestows continuous cleansing as long as theredad & such — continuous fruit, which
all are welcome to pluck and eat of — and contiisubaalth to cure and to preserve in
soundness. “And He showed me a pure river of waltdife, clear as crystal, proceeding
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In thelshof the street of it, and on either side
of the river, was there the tree of life, whichd#awvelve manner of fruits, and yielded her
fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree werehe healing of the nations.”

3. But sin is above all to be viewed as seen imtweat, ruining the soul. Here it is seen
minutely. “Sin is any want of conformity unto oratrsgression of the law of God.”
“The strength of sin is the law.” Without law themeuld be no sin. Or, as one puts it,
“If you take away law, men may act unreasonablyina way injurious to themselves and
others, but they cannot sin.” Also, if there werelaw, there would be no condemnation.
“The law not only reveals and condemns sin, b@xasperates and excites it, and thus
gives it strength.” Sin then reigns in the hearh &htices, fascinates, entangles, and finally
torments. Body and soul are the helpless victimthisf pitiless and befouling enemy. Never
is there the remotest hope of escape from its pise its guilt, misery, power, love, and
very being — by any effort of mere man. We showdipularly seek to realise that we take
the guilt of sin and the disease of it with us itite world of spirits, if we go hence without
pardon and sanctification. The Redeemer of Isimelaiting to embrace the contrite in
heart, and to say, “Thy sins are forgiven thee;igpeace.” “He is ever nigh to those
that be of broken spirit.” He is able and willing give liberty in order that the trusting
soul may enjoy holiness and love, and may purifpdelf even as He is pure.

II. From such a foe, then, the Lord redeems Higpfeedie is their Redeemer. What they
cannot do, He can, and did in large part alreadigaitthe law cannot do, He did (Romans
8:3,4). The obedience unto death of the Lord ofyGi® the price of the liberty of the Church.
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“Ye are bought with a price.” The Paschal Lamb,hwills sprinkled blood, was one of
the chief types of the sacrificial Blood of the Bav, under the Old Testament dispensation.
“Without shedding of blood is no remission,” and Hé | see the blood I will pass over
you,” are two of the pillar-truths of the faith wdh the Israel of God are taught in every
age. What a suitable Saviour, then, He is! The @@l suitable in his own place. So also
Melchisedec, and Aaron. Sacrifices and offeringsewgood. The law was good. Tears —
smiting upon the thigh — coming with weeping angm@ications — are all good as
evidencing the state of mind and heart of His BEphrBut none of these can wash away sin.
The only remedy is the infinitely meritorious, siictal blood of the Divine Saviour. He is
suitable for the trembling, contrite soul; is ewvegh to those that be of broken spirit.
And as for one, so for all truly seeking His fatae innumerable multitude which shall
assemble on Mount Sion with the Lamb shall havedhe testimony as to His priestly
dignity and His Atonement, “Unto Him who loved wmd washed us from our sins in
His own blood.” How different His suitability andufficiency is to that of the pool of
Bethesda! It was only for some troubles and for fint who entered at the appointed
time, but the Lord Jesus is able and willing teesavthe uttermost. “Now is the accepted
time” — “the acceptable year of the Lord.”

While eternal redemption was obtained by His dyiogthe Church, and entering into
the Holiest with His own blood, it is also needtol keep in view that He applies His
redemption to all whom the Father gave Him, by ploever of His Spirit. The Holy Spirit
comes as the Spirit of the Head of the Church,Bigssed Agent, to make sinners willing to
receive the truth and kiss the Son of God in aadayrace. “All power is given unto Me in
heaven and in earth.” He has an arm that is fulpoWer; His hand is great in might.
He changes a Paul, a Philemon, an Onesimus, andatieeall one in Christ Jesus. Each
learns more deeply the truth, “By grace ye are ddvwend where the self-same spirit is
which these three had — and many more in their dapere, as Jacob said, is the
house ofGod, and there is the gate of heaven.HBael of the Church, then, by His
Word and Spirit, applies to them for their justfimn, sanctification, and perfect
blessedness at last, the redemption purchased ingéffi “Ye are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar peppihat ye should show forth the praises
of Him who hath called you out of darkness into Hiarvellous light.”

[Il. Thirdly, we have before us the experienceshs redeemed as part of the reason
for their praising the Lord. They praise the Loodt the Unspeakable Gift of His Son to be
their Redeemer, and have increasing reason toeidis for what He does in them,
and for His presence, protecting care, and provifo them by the way. This is implied in
the application of the work of redemption, but wayrbriefly look at this part further
as we have it in the context. It is said of therattthey wander in the wilderness in a
solitary way. To say so usually means that theykbbae, or are prone to lapse. This, sad
to say, may be true. Their love is apt to wax ctieéy may be left to slumber, and there is
within an old nature as well as the new — an ee#dt of unbelief ever ready to depart
from the living God. Dr Duncan points out that Gsabs some of His own children walking
more closely with Him than others, and rewards tlaecordingly. Others of His family are
less obedient and require chastening for their iptbt they may be partakers of His
holiness. He does them good in this way, and the}l raise Him for His mercy. “I will
make an everlasting covenant with them, that | wik turn away from them to do
them good; but | will put my fear in their hearésd they shall not depart from me.”

Their wandering is, however, to be taken in the pansense of sojourning and
travelling. The Lord led them all the way, goinddre them to seek out a place of rest, and
He brought them duly to the border of the sanctulang noteworthy that Israel alone, of all
the families of the earth, travelled by a prearehgvay from the house of bondage to
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the land of promise. It was a solitary way as relgarthem or the other nations. Egypt
was left behind. Amalek crossed their path. They wi¢h other foes also. But they alone
as a nation had the experiences and blessings apeshand revelations in their great
journey, of which we read in His Word. So with tBeurch. She travels in a way which
the world knows not of, and has blessings in pageas and infallibly in prospect
which are bestowed upon her members only. They have no city to dwell in. Yet is it
true that by faith they are come to the city of theng God, the New Jerusalem. But
the fulness of that blessing is reserved for thegdom of Heaven — the city where the
inhabitant shall not say, “I am sick; and the peopho dwell therein shall be forgiven
their iniquity.”

As regards their experience by the way, we seenéurthat the redeemed are often
hungry and thirsty on the journey. As the Lord jmled for the bodily and spiritual needs of
Israel in the wilderness, so He provides for theessities of the Church. He gave manna.
He gave water. Their clothes waxed not old. The@t swelled not. He prevented them with
blessings. So we are dependent upon, and indebteitheé Lord for all His goodness in
Providence, and for all the blessings of mercygrace, and of glory. “What shall | render
to the Lord for all His gifts to me?” His revelati® concerning Himself — the truths as
to the Trinity — the Person and Mediatorial Offiwiethe Saviour, the whole counsel of God
for the believer and for the Church are all, by thessing of God the Spirit, the meat
and drink of the new nature. “Her food I'll greatbless, her poor with bread will
satisfy.” It is part of the joy set before the Saw — part of His reward — to bless them
with spiritual desires after Himself and by His Wa@nd Spirit to bestow out of His fulness
upon them what sustains and satisfies the longmg. SEat, O friends; drink, yea,
drink abundantly, O beloved.”

IV. We have, fourthly, the city to which they albroe. Every one of them in Zion
appeareth before God. Without remarking upon ttast @t length, let us observe the
contrast between the land which they left — andhabeir condition by the way — and the
city which they arrive at, their eternal home. Thead formerly no true rest, no true
refuge. But not so now. What is said of the yeaiuddilee is applicable to the Kingdom of
God in its consummation. “The land shall yield freit, and ye shall eat your fill, and
dwell therein in safety.” In that kingdom which tisaints of the Most High shall possess,
shall not the land yield her fruit? Shall they rext their fill? Shall they not dwell in
safety? “In Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Tight hand there are pleasures for
evermore.” “Walk about Zion. Tell the towers thdtedark ye well her bulwarks, consider
her palaces that ye may tell it to the generatmiofing.” How glorious His Jerusalem
upon earth is! How the brethren and companions laveWhen you touch their
heartstrings, how they melt with love toward thei$® of the Lord, and to the Lord of the
house — to the ordinances of God. His cause, h@img, is their chief joy now. With all their
lack of love, they love it, and with all their felack of love, they love Him, Jehovah-
Shammah! “Blessed are they that do His commandmitatisthey may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gatdse the city.”

V. Such praise Him. “O praise the Lord; let theaeahed of the Lord say so.” They
sing of mercy righteously bestowed. The fruits afray are songs of praise, their love to
the Three-One God. Their praise is spiritual, hblgavenly. Praise comes from a renewed
heart and sanctified lips. It is accepted throughirtHead and all-prevailing Intercessor, the
Angel who hath much incense. They know not the “bams” of His justice and
salvation. In the courts of the Lord’s house, ie thidst of thee, O Jerusalem: Praise ye
the Lord. “And | heard as it were the voice of &armultitude, and as the voice of many
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waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,nggyAlleluia, for the Lord God
Omnipotent reigneth” (Revelation 19:6).

In preaching the Gospel of the grace of God ouhefabundance of your hearts, you are
well aware, Fathers and Brethren, that the messenggnt by the Head of the Church
have to do with two classes.

There are, first, those who are still out of theywa@hey are on the broad way.
They as yet know not Him who is the Way in Justfion, and also the Way in
Sanctification. It is for you — in the spirit of@hGreat High Priest who was faithful to
Him who appointed Him, and had at the same timepassion on the ignorant and on
them who were out of the way — to declare to thbeirtneed of Christ and Him crucified.
It is for you to show them the right way, that, 8pd’s blessing, they may receive
the gift of faith, and, therefore, the end of faidven the salvation of their souls. They
shall thus rejoice with joy unspeakable and fulhbtdry.

It is also a special duty and privilege to seelknow the needs of the household
of faith, and administer consolation or needful meel accordingly. The Lord of the
Church had the tongue of the learned, and knew hmwpeak a word in season to
him that is weary. And as with the Master, so whk disciple. Those sent forth by Him
seek that believers may grow in grace — that theyniselves and the many sons whom
the Father is bringing to glory may daily presstoward the mark — continue in the
grace of God, abide in Christ by receiving out ag Hulness, and so when He shall
appear, they may have confidence and not be ashaefede Him at His coming. May
we be engaged in heart, by the gracious power ef Hiloly Spirit, to serve Him
daily, so shall He be our Shield and our exceedjrept Reward! May the answer to
the prayer of Moses be granted to us also — “Myspnee shall go with thee, and |
will give thee rest.” “O give thanks unto the Lorthr He is good; for His mercy

endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lordssdy
[August 1925]
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Sermon
Preached by thRev. D. MACFARLANE, Dingwall.

“When the poor and the needy seek water, and ikaerene, and their tongue faileth for thirst, |
the Lord will hear them, | the God of Israel wilbihforsake them. | will open rivers in high
places, and fountains in the midst of the valldysill make the wilderness a pool of water,
and the dry land springs of water. | will planttire wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree,
and the myrtle, and the oil tree; | will set in tdesert the fir tree, and the pine, and the
box tree together, that the hand of the Lord hathedthis, and the Holy One of Israel hath
created it” (Isaiah 41:17-20).

In this chapter the Lord begins to appeal to thHands whose inhabitants were
idolaters, and Britain was one of these islandsl He challenges the false gods they
worshipped to do good or evil, to save their wopglers or to punish them. They could not
do either, and then He shows what He Himself asotilg living and true God can do to
those that look to Him for salvation. He can sawent, but their idols could do nothing to
give the good all sinners need. There was a missiisent to a heathen land, and a
large number of idolaters gathered to hear him larmight an idol in the shape of a
man with them, and placed it in a prominent platé¢hie congregation. In the course of
his address the missionary, in order to show thtyaf idols, walked up near to the false
god they worshipped and spoke thus: “Your god hamath but cannot speak, has ears
but cannot hear, and eyes that cannot see, feetamuot walk, and hands but cannot
work, therefore, it cannot save you, for it is aadegod.” His hearers were convinced of
this, and with the consent of the whole congregaicmumber of them went up to the idol,
removed it and cast it away, and they became wppshs of the God the missionary
preached to them. Since the Gospel began to beclpedathe Lord had a people in the
world. In the time of Isaiah the prophet speaktheke as a small remnant (Isaiah 1:9). Itis
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of these that the Lord speaks in our text. In asking you from these words we shall call
your attention to the following particulars: —

|. Those described as poor and needy.

Il. Their endeavours to get their needs suppliethey seek water.

lIl. The promise that is made to them: — | the Lewitl hear them, | the God
of Israel will not forsake them.

IV. The Lord’s purpose in this connection in dombat He promised: — that
they may see and know and consider and understayedhter that the hand
of the Lord hath done this and the Holy One ofdsheath created it.

I. Those described as poor and needy.

The Lord’s people are often spoken of in Scriptasepoor. By nature all our fallen
race are poor, having lost God and all the goodhem in our first creation. We are all
poor spiritually but the Lord’s people are poorgpirit. By spirit here we mean the
new nature born again of the Spirit: “That whichbimn of the Spirit is spirit” (John
3:6). The old nature considered itself rich andilgneed of nothing but it is not so with
the new nature, it is conscious of its need of @harg which God provided in Christ for
salvation.

In what sense are the Lord’s people poor? Neggtitlety are not poor.

(1) As to their state they are justified and thexeno condemnation to them. In this
sense they are complete in Christ.

(2) They are not poor as to their rights. Christheirs; for all the benefits of His
redemption are theirs. Christ in His Sermon onMlmeint says of them “blessed are the poor
in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

(3) They are not poor as if they had not receiwagttang of the blessings of salvation,
for they have received the earnest of the inhecgamhey have a covenant right to all the
good things of this world which they need to supploeir bodies during their time on earth.
Christ promised them this. “Seek first the KingdomGod and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto you.” “Blessedhaeneek, for they shall inherit the earth.”

Positively, they are poor

(1) In their own experience; the Psalmist was rfol,he could say that God was his
portion and yet he said: — “I am poor and needysglm 70:5).

(2) They are comparatively poor. They have notrgeeived all the blessing that they
shall receive. And this is true of them during th@ene in the state of imperfection, but when
they are brought to heaven they shall be filledhwite blessings of glory in the full
enjoyment of God to all eternity.

They are described not only as poor but needy. Eneyot like some beggars who have
hoarded up much money and yet pretend to be pabbag alms from door to door. We have
heard about some such beggars that after theih dleatas discovered that they left behind
them hundreds of pounds. These were not needyhbutdrd’s people are needy as well as
poor. Many professing Christians are poor in mduthnot conscious of their need. Through
the power of unbelief the Lord’s people are oft@oner in their own experience than they
really are: that is when they come to doubt thetierest in Christ and in the blessings of His
purchase.

Il. Their endeavours to get their needs supplied.

A sense of need leads to this: they seek waterliAfig creatures labour to get their
needs supplied; even the fowls of the air do sa ¥@e them working diligently in the fields
to get food to support them. Water in Scripture baseral significations. Sometimes it
signifies the Holy Spirit, as Christ spoke of itttee Woman of Samaria: “If thou knewest the
gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee: Giwe to drink; thou wouldst have asked of
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Him and He would have given thee living water” (d@h10). See also John 7:38. It signifies
also the blessings of salvation. As these blessirgspoken of in Isaiah 55:1: “Ho, everyone
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” This, wakhis the meaning of water in our text.
Where do they seek this water? They seek it intieans of grace, private and public. They
seek it in the closet and family worship, and ie glublic means of grace. These are wells of
salvation as they are spoken of in Isaiah 12:3ef&fore, with joy shall ye draw water out of
the wells of salvation.” They attend these meartsomty in obedience to God’s command
but from a sense of need, and a desire to recewd tp their souls. When Christ manifests
Himself to His people in the means of grace thag ft good to be there as Peter said on the
Mount of Transfiguration: “Lord, it is good for ue be here.” You have been many years
coming to the means of grace: Have you ever fowatlgn these means? Alas! many have
to say that they have not. That is not a good sigreast, if you are satisfied with your
condition. It is sad to think that the great mdjothat attend the means of grace perhaps for
scores of years cannot say from their own expegi¢hat they got good for their souls. And
yet are not troubled on that account, but it isyeittoo late. Cry to God to awaken you out of
the sleep of death; convince you of your sins, @ingour need of salvation, and change of
nature and state. God is the hearer of prayer.ddesithe prayer of the poor and needy.
These are discouragements which the poor and maedy with in seeking water. They
seek water and for a time they find none. This wageat discouragement and trial of
faith. Perhaps they were seeking water under thastry of graceless men where living
souls can find no good. A certain man said thatould be as unlikely that you should
go to the top of the highest hill expecting to gietll-fish there as to go to hear a graceless
minister expecting to receive spiritual good undex preaching. And that is quite true,
and even where the Gospel is preached by Christlsassadors the Lord’s people may
for a time be seeking water and finding none. Thia greater trial, and when they are
long in that state our text says that their tonfaiketh for thirst or, as we have it in the
Gaelic translation, their tongue is dried with #tirA great and long continued thirst
affects the tongue so that they cannot speak aesgpn words their desires to God. They
cannot pray, and they are on the verge of deshpaikihg that God will not hear their
prayers at all. Although this is hard to bear sitai better sign than to be indifferent resting
on their lees without any real concern as to whelhe will hear you or not. | would have
more hope of your salvation on the verge of despsn to be indifferent concerning the
things which pertain to your everlasting peace. Maxtremity is God’s opportunity.

lIl. The promise:

(1) “I the Lord will hear them.” This is a word iseason, a word of comfort and
encouragement. He has His own time to hear prayere is nothing so comforting to the
poor and needy as a word from the Lord. His peopbelld rather hear a word of
threatening from Him than to be silent to them gdtber. There was a godly man who
enjoyed much of the comfort of the Gospel and wddfter that, fell into a disconsolate
state of mind because the Lord was not speakirfgntoas on former occasions, and he
was for a number of days in a very gloomy framenaid. Still he was praying, and on
a certain day he was praying in some corner outsidehouse, and when he came
home his wife observed that his face was shiningveth delight. She said to him you
must have received some token for good since yohdene. “Yes,” he answered, “the Lord has
spoken an awful threatening to me to-day, and ithig token that He has not forsaken
me utterly.” Some have found comfort from the wortlde that believeth not the Son
shall not see life but the wrath of God abidetrhon” (John 3:36). If God speaks to you by
the threatenings of His Word it is a sign that Hestill striving with you, but be not
content till He begins to speak to you by the stifiall voice of the Gospel.
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(2) “I the God of Israel will not forsake them.” tlag been long seeking water and
finding none they were ready to conclude that Gad forsaken them, but in this part of
the promise He assures them that He has not fordhken and that He shall never do so. ‘I
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” This alsoa word in season to the poor and
needy. Oh! what a comfort it is to hear this proenfsom the mouth of the Lord. What a
lift it gives to a poor soul seeking comfort anehding none! No tongue of man can
express the joy which it brings to a sorrowful sdtlis a joy unspeakable and full of
glory. It moistens the tongue that was parched whihst, so that now it is like the pen
of a ready writer. Praising the Lord and callingpnpothers to join in praising Him like
the Psalmist: “Oh! that men would praise the Lavd His goodness and for His wonderful
works to the sons of men” (Psalm 107:21). He thksn that He is their covenant God — “the
God of Israel.” In another part of Scripture He sa$The mountains shall depart and the
hills be removed; but my kindness shall not defantn thee, neither shall the covenant
of my peace be removed, saith the Lord who hatltynen thee” (Isaiah 54:10).

@) “l will open rivers in high places and fountaim the midst of the valleys.” The
high places here mean heathen lands. High plageh, as high hills, are places where one
would not expect to see rivers of waters. Such weeeGentiles before the Gospel came to
them. In connection with this we may quote the woofl the Psalmist: “There shall be an
handful of corn in the earth on the top of the ntains, the fruit thereof shall shake like
Lebanon” (Psalm 72:16). The rivers that were tmpened are the means of grace opened
for the Gentiles who were by these means brougbetéellow heirs and of the same body,
and partakers of His grace in Christ by the goggphesians 3:6). This was a mystery
which was not made known to (or at least undershygdhe sons of men in other ages as is
now revealed unto His holy Apostles by the SpiEpliesians 2:5). These rivers of living
water were not like stagnant water but water thawéd far and wide till it reached our
country. It flowed to the Highlands of Scotlandcétme to Ross-shire, where there was no
parish without the means of grace, and poor andynseuls found plenty of water at last.
There was scarcely a parish without a godly mimisteo preached the gospel. Is it so
now in Ross-shire? No!' You may go from sea to sebret hear a sermon that will do good to
a needy soul. Where are the poor and needy in h@whey are very few indeed. The
most do not know where the gospel is because theydead. They have no spiritual
understanding and therefore go anywhere to hear amed satisfied with anything
delivered to them from the pulpit under the nam&osgpel which is no gospel at all but in
name.

(4) The fountains opened in the valleys may meanrtteans of grace set up; for
the Jews to whom the Apostles, and especially Retached the Gospel to many, were
blessed. Three thousand were converted on the ti#emtecost under the preaching of
Peter, and many others were added to the numbemaitds.

®) “I will make the wilderness a pool of water attte dry land springs of water.”
This is the effect of the Gospel preached. Thosen i@t were formerly like a dry
wilderness were now like a pool of water and spsilog water. Men by nature are like a
barren wilderness bearing no good fruit but arentmans of the Gospel so watered and
saturated that they bear the fruits of the spirfiteveby God is glorified as Christ says:
“Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear muchitfr (John 15:8). And thus they were to
prove that they were His disciples. Have you found that by nature you are like a
wilderness, and are you dissatisfied with your é¢baod and praying that God would
change you by His Spirit from a state of natureatetate of grace? If so, | would not lose
hope of your salvation. It is sad to think thatnsany are careless about the salvation of
their immortal souls, but if they die in that stateey are lost for ever. | beseech you to
have a real concern about your soul’s salvatiomteeit is too late. This may be the last
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warning which you may have. You are now in the laridhe living; to-morrow you
may be in eternity. Oh! rest not this night tillydind rest in Christ and then although you
should not see another day you may be sure, ligdhlef on the cross, to be with Christ
in the glorious paradise of God.

(6) “I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, thkittah tree, and the myrtle, and the
oil tree; | will set in the desert the fir tree,cathe pine, and the box tree together.” These
trees may symbolize believers of every shade amgge#gewho are public witnesses for
Himself in the Church who are like trees that areghade and a shelter from the heat
of the sun and are thus a shelter or protectioatiers from many evils to which they
are liable and instruments for good to those whspaiste with them. It is said that
those who dwell under the shadow of Israel shalirreor be converted, and that they
shall revive as the corn and grow as the vine (ldds&7). This was fulfilled in the past
in the family of Abraham. Isaac dwelt under thed&ha of his godly father, and he was
converted and revived as the corn. Jacob dwelt wiinsieshadow of his godly father Isaac,
and he also was converted; and the twelve tribdsrakl sprang from Jacob and many of
them were converted too. Although grace does nat iruthe blood, yet it runs from
generation to generation in families and tribesieTgodliness was found to run in the line
of Seth in Old Testament times. While in the lirieCain, who killed his brother, we see no
trace of true godliness but rather the oppositerd@hs a promise to the children of godly
parents unto the third and fourth generation ofrtiibat fear Him — that God will bless
them with the blessings of salvation.

IV. The purpose in this connection — “That they msge, and know, and
consider, and understand together that the harnlkeoLord hath done this, and the Holy
One of Israel hath created it.” The Lord’s purpasdulfilling His promise to the poor
and needy, in such a gracious and wonderful manwas to convince them and
idolaters that He as the only living and true Godld do, and did, what idols could never
do. He appeals to them to know this, to consided anderstand together that His hand
hath done this “and that the Holy One of Israehhateated it.” The idols could not do
either good or evil, they could neither punish sgnessors nor save them, but He could
and does both. When the Lord’s people are in dasbto whether they had undergone
a saving change, they will admit that they had wgdee a change from what they had
formerly been. They ought to examine themselvegshm Shorter Catechism answer
to “What is effectual calling?” And to ask themsedv— “Have we been convinced of our
sins and misery? Has our mind been enlightenetiearkhowledge of Christ? Has our will
been renewed? Have we, in consequence, been pedsaiad enabled to embrace Christ freely
offered in the Gospel?” We have no hope for etegrdotit in Christ alone, and if we
cannot say that we have faith of assurance we ¢adeany that we have faith of
adherence, that is to say, if we cannot say withesbelievers: “My beloved is mine and | am
His;” we can say with others who have a weakehfdiTo whom shall we go, thou hast
the words of eternal life; and we believe and areesthat thou art that Christ the Son
of the living God” (John 6:68-69). Neither their oyower or any finite power could effect
this change, therefore, it must be the power of @odugh the agency of His spirit and the
medium of His word, even law and gospel, that djdand that it was the Holy One of
Israel that created it. On the other hand, if mprofessing Christians examine themselves on
effectual calling they might find by that test thiiey are still in a state of sin and
misery notwithstanding their high profession. Tleed_add His blessing to our meditation

upon His Word. Amen.
[September 1925]
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The Willow by the Water Courses.

A Sermon,
By the lateREV. LACHLAN MACKENZIE, Lochcarron.

“For | will pour water upon him that is thirsty, @rfloods upon the dry ground; I will
pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upame offspring; and they shall spring
up as among the grass, as willows by the wateresu@®ne shall say, | am the Lord’s; and
another shall call himself by the name of Jacolgt another shall subscribe with his hand
unto the Lord, and surname himself by the namesoddl — (Isaiah 44:3-5).

The Lord’s people are a fearful people, ready veften to sink in their minds,
notwithstanding the great things He does for th&uwmt though fearful and faint-hearted
persons, when they see themselves alone, yet Botdlian when the Captain of Salvation
goes before them. What makes them give way to thtsugf unbelief and despondency, is
the feeling they have of a carnal, dry, uncleanth@at only destitute of grace, but likewise
full of wickedness and sin. They find nothing irethselves upon which they can build any
ground of comfort. In order, therefore, to stremgiithe hearts of His people, the divine
promises are scattered throughout the Word. Theique portion of Scripture now read is
fraught with joy and consolation to the “mournens4ion” — “to those who are in the
dark and have no light” — to those who see therdef, and would wish to have an
interest in, that precious thing called grace. Hardeed, there are sweet and gracious
promises given — not to those who have such anti gsualifications; to these, such
promises, sweet as they are, would be superflubesy; find no need of them — but to the
thirsty, to those who are compared to dry and padcfround, and consequently see their
need of Christ.

In speaking further upon this subject,

l. 1 shall, by divine assistance, mention the cbis to whom these
promises are made.

Il. 1 shall explain to you the precious promisestjoow read.

lll. 1 shall show you the fruits or effects of tleepromises in the persons
who are concerned in them.

IV. Lastly, make a short improvement.
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l. I shall, in the first place, point out to youetlcharacters to whom these promises are
made.

All the promises are centred in Christ. “In Him yha&re yea, and in Him amen, to the
glory of God.” There are some promises which weaglento Christ alone, others to Christ
and the Church, and others to the Church alone. iAneuires some spiritual light and
knowledge in the Word of God to distinguish themmlyOlet it be observed that all the
promises made to Christ Himself, though applicdablédim in the highest sense, yet, in a
secondary sense, belong to His Church and people.

Although Christ, as | observed already, is include@very promise, | shall speak of it
here as it applies to the Church. The Lord speaksgart to her in these words, by the name
of Jacob and Israel. The one is a hame of weaktressther of power. Esau’s observation
upon Jacob’s name was that he was rightly so caitesmuch as he had supplanted him
twice, first of his birthright and then of his b&sg. The name of Israel he obtained when
he had power over the angel, and prevailed. Issaglifieth one that hath prevailed — a
Prince with God. The Church in herself is weak &rmadl, and can do nothing, but when
she, by faith in her glorious Redeemer, layeth hupldn God, she always prevaileth; for we
“are more than conquerors through Him that loved us

If we apply them to Christ they may point out toHis state of wrestling and sufferings,
and His obtaining the victory over His and our erenand in consequence of this, His
obtaining a “name above every name, both in hearghin earth.”

Il. The second thing proposed was, to explain totie precious promises just now read.

“I will pour water upon him that is thirsty.” By wexr we are to understand the salutary
influences of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. Thelgeshall communicate to the soul who is
in distress, who sees his great need of Christ 8av@our. As water refreshes the weary
traveller fatigued with heat and panting with thinsist so the glad tidings of salvation
bring joy to the sinner’s soul. Grace is a mostyas thing, and when the Lord means to
bestow it, He puts a strong desire in the soulrafteIndeed, this unfeigned desire is a
degree of grace, and such as ask sincerely wdlibe to obtain. Thirst is the strongest and most
impatient of all our appetites. It has, if | mayesgress myself, neither patience nor shame,
but must be satisfied. It is like Rachel about dreh, “Give me children or else | die.”
The spiritual thirst says the same of Christ; tregliage of it is, Give me Christ or else | die.
Almighty God has not implanted any natural passionain. There is some correspondent
object to satisfy it. He has implanted in us a de$or meat and drink, and if He had
not appointed meat and drink to satisfy this ndtalesire, He would be mocking his
creatures, and tantalising their hopes. In ourraduesires, however, there may be, and
often is, an irregularity; and the Lord is not gydd always to answer them. But as for
our spiritual desires, they are never in vain —ythell, they must be satisfied. What
does our Lord Himself say of this spiritual thirdighn 7:37 — “If any man thirst, let Him
come unto Me and drink”; and again, Revelation Z2:-1“And the Spirit and the bride
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; andogdever will, let him take the
water of life freely.”

“And floods upon the dry ground.” The soul may woly be thirsty, but even like a
piece of dry, parched ground. There may be not ardgnse of need, of great, inexpressible
need, but likewise a feeling of great misery. Tlo@lsmay be hard, dry, and barren like
a rock or a piece of hardened ground. In some sitigation was King David’s soul, in the
wilderness of Judah. He makes a comparison ofitfee pe was in, to show the state of his
soul. “My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longefibr thee in a dry and thirsty land,
where no water is.” King David was then locked upnf the means. But it may happen
that a Christian shall enjoy the means, and yad himself hard under them. In such a
case let him bring himself under the promise in r@ayt. Pitiable as such a situation is,
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others have been in the like, and have found rehedugh the promise. What is the
language of such a soul? | have not a spark of ggra¢hy, then, if such be thy case,
come to Christ. Oh, but says the soul, | have a hegart — | cannot pray — if | could
have freedom to pray — if | could shed a tear +dbuld open my heart to my God, |
were happy. Is this your case? Poor soul, youlee/¢ry person for whom the promise is
made, and to whom the words in my text are directedir heart is a very wilderness —
perfectly hard, and without sense of feeling. Hbarpromise made to such, Isaiah 31:6,
7 — “For in the wilderness shall waters break ard streams in the desert; and the
parched ground shall become a pool, and the thiestgls springs of water. Nay, there is
comfort for a case still more deplorable, IsaiahlZ118 — “When the poor and needy
seek water, and there is none, and their tongdetiiafor thirst, |1 the Lord will hear
them, | the God of Israel will not forsake themwill open rivers in high places, and
fountains in the midst of the valleys; | will maklee wilderness a pool of water, and the
dry lands springs of water.” Perhaps you cannoy;pyau find your heart hard, and you
cannot find a word to say. You are the very perdescribed in my text. You would wish
to pray but you cannot do it. Why, then, He shatl anly give you a drink to quench
your thirst, but He shall even pour floods upon yéusingle shower would not do. You
have a long drought. He will rain plentifully — hll pour a flood upon you. When you
get relief, whatever time it be, your comfort shadl large and your peace lasting. When the
Lord’s heritage is weary, He shall send a plentraih to confirm it. And in consequence
of this hardness, the corruptions may be gathesitmgngth in the soul; and awful and
horrid thoughts may arise in the heart. The Lomr¢fiore promises that Heill take this
likewise away; for, says He, “I will pour my Spirttpon thy seed, and My blessing
upon thine offspring.” The Holy Ghost the Comforieipromised to all the people of God.
His office is not only to convince of sibut likewise to strengthen the soul. Pardon ofsiie
great blessing which the Redeemer has purchasedHifopeople; it is whispered to the
conscience by the blessed Spirit, through the Waite Word speaks peace to all that
forsake sin and turn to God. But although we beomeited, and although the Word
speaketh peace, yet that peace may not be intimiatée conscience. The true Christian
will be afraid of a false peace, and can never faace till he sees his warrant from the
Word of God. The Spirit shines upon the promised arakes him see that it belongs to
him. This He doeby breaking the power of unbelief, and by convigcihe conscience of
the truth of the promise, as He formerly convinbea of the truth of the threatening. The
law says to the conscience, Thou art a sinner.gpidt shines upon the Word to the soul
— “That the Lord Jesus Christ came into the wooldave lost sinners.” In some such
way the blessed Spirit speaks peace to the soudl.the sinner ought to be diligent in the
means of grace, and in examination of his conseieAad if he cannot find good and
holy qualifications within himself, he cannot demy any rate, but he can find in
himself qualities that will give room to preciousit to show Himself a Saviour. If,
instead of holiness, he finds nothing but the lsprof sin, he can apply to the Saviour in
the words of the poor leper, formerly — “Lord, ihdu wilt, Thou canst make me clean.”
If he find himself hard, without repentance, he talhhis Saviour that he has heard about
Him, “that He was exalted as a Prince and Saviougite repentance to Israel, and the
forgiveness of sins.” If he finds unbelief workinge may say, “Lord, | would wish to
believe; help my unbelief.” Whatever corruptionwsrking within him, a touch of the
power of Christ can cure him. Let us only endeavoubelieve, for to such all things are
possible.

[Il. The third thing proposed was to show the fsuitr effects of these promises in the
persons who are concerned in them — “They shalingpup as among the grass — as
willows by the water-courses.” Nothing shoots fogthicker than the grass, when the rain
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and the dew fails upon it; and of all trees andetafgles, none has such a quick growth
as the willow by the water-courses. In such marstall be the growth and progress of
the true Christian when his soul is revived witle thew and rain from above. “He shall
revive as the corn, and grow as the vine — his ¢ciras shall spread — his beauty shall be
as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon.” ihigthe nature of grace to grow, but like
every other seed, it requires the rain, and whenstitowers from above are withheld, it
will begin to droop and wither; but when refresheith the heavenly dew, it will “bud
and blossom as the rose.” And as it is in natuoeit $s likewise in grace; sometimes the
dews fall and revive the vegetable creation, ardtlye nicest ear cannot hear them — the
sharpest eye cannot see them. At other times ihedistills in small drops; sometimes
in large, refreshing showers, and sometimes evestorms and tempests. But in whatever
manner the rain falls upon the earth, it is suredtogood. In like manner, some are
brought from darkness to light by imperceptible @eg — by the blessing of God upon a
pious education; some are turned from sin to righs@ess in their younger years, but
without any sensible terrors; others again are ¢ndouo Mount Sinai; the are brought
home by the thunder and lightning of the law, seimé with all its terrors upon their
consciences, before they close with Christ in treempse. But whatever way they come,
happy are they who are found in Christ. They shpting as the grass, as the willows by
the water-courses. They shall grow in grace, armd¢ed from strength to strength, until
they appear perfect at last before God in Sion. &y shall give proofs of this their
growth in grace.

“For one shall say, | am the Lord’s.” That is, heal lay claim to Christ — he
shall come to the Redeemer, and close with Himhleyfaith of the gospel. He comes to
Christ, and shall not be cast out. If he cannotteay Christ is his, at least he will essay to
say that he is Christ’s. Though he cannot say viuth assurance that Christ loves
him, yet he can say with Peter that he loves CHfiste cannot say that Christ has drawn
him, yet he can say with humility, “Draw me, we Wwiun after Thee.” He will be
pleading with the Lord, that He is a merciful Gddcough the Lord be refusing him, yet
will he, with the woman of Canaan, be always purguhim (Matthew 15:22-28). That
blessed woman could not then say, Christ is ming ybt she pleads kindness — she urges
her suit — continues her importunity, and at lastams her request. The soul must do
the same — he must be always about the Saviouridsha always throwing himself at
His feet — always wrestling against unbelief, areler give over till he obtains the
victory. The Lord will give the blessing to his thibut the child must wrest it, as it were,
out of His hands. The Lord, it is true, promise® %prinkle clean water upon his
people” — “to give them a new heart, and take atteyheart of stone; but yet will He be
inquired of by the house of Israel to do it fortihé The words in my text are very easily
repeated, “I am the Lord’s,” but let me assure yibepsts a struggle to believe them,
and repeat them by faith. Some people think faitrery easy matter. With the Apostle, |
am of a very different opinion. It is called a wad, and so indeed it is. To lay hold upon
Christ, and keep the grip upon experience, willfbend a hard pull: Scripture and the
sense of feeling in the people of God say so.

“And another shall call himself by the name of JadHe shall adjoin himself to the
Church and people of God. To enjoy the privileg&ofshipping God with Hipeople, in spirit
and in truth, is the great happiness of every tsuaelite. To be an Israelite, and to be a
member of the Church, are synonymous terms. Ther&his the mystical body of
Christ, and it is faith which can make us true mensithereof.

“And another shall subscribe with his hand unto Ltloed, and surname himself by
the name of Israel.” When a person gives his cdneeany bargain or contract, he signs
or subscribes it. To subscribe with the hand uméoltord is as much as to give consent to the
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terms of the everlasting Covenant. When a womarriesr she takes her husband’s
name. The soul gives its consent to Christ, amdlied by His name. The smallest degree of
grace or faith must acquiesce in the Covenant,alisondered in all things, and sure.

We must give our will up to the Lord, and allow Htmdo His own will with us. One of
the terms of the Covenant to which we thus subgcrébthat if we go astray, He will
chastise its with the rod. We must kiss the rod andhble ourselves when we are the
Lord’s, and subscribe with our hand unto Him; tingplies that we must be holy, as He
is holy, for without this necessary qualificatiore wannot enjoy Him here or hereatfter.
“The Lord knoweth those who are His”; and the |Ieadfeature in their character is that
they depart from iniquity. We are by nature desditof holiness, and cannot acceptably
perform any duty. By subscribing, however, to tloed_we resign ourselves to Him, in order
to be sanctified. It is in the lowest posture oirility and resignation we must receive grace.
However, after all our efforts, we find by expegerthat our holiness is not complete, that
we have not attained Christian perfection. Eveng t€hristian is perfect in his wish
—in his aim — in his endeavour. In plain langudgewould be perfect if he could.

Now, as we cannot satisfy the law for what is pastinherent holiness is imperfect, and
as sin cleaves to our best duties, blessed be aidhe Covenant has provided us with a
better righteousness than our own. To this riglrdeess we must subscribe, and appear
before our God in the bright robes of our Redeesnebedience. In order to obtain the
blessing, we must put on our Elder Brother’'s gartmioliness qualifies for heaven, but the
obedience of precious Christ is our charter. Totbay the one takes away the necessity of
the other is to talk nonsense. The truth is theh ss prize the one will make conscience of
the other. | shall not now dispute whether the imgldarment means grace in the soul or
imputed righteousness. | believe both may be metort;my part | cannot separate
them in idea. It is our duty to have faith, repant humility, and love, and the other
graces of the Holy Spirit; and though we possedbed, we could not urge them as our
plea for acceptance. Sometimes a cloud may ariea thee mind, darkness and deadness,
dryness and hardness, may possess the heart.nrastase we must not despond, while we
can look to the righteousness of Christ. Like a mproperty, though he may lose his goods,
his charter is registered, and his estate may fee kat us cultivate holiness, but never lose
sight of our Redeemer’s obedience. He is the Rdchkges — His obedience procured the
Holy Ghost for us — the Holy Ghost is the authoowrf holiness, and holiness is the source
of our happiness. “What God hath joined togethenéeman put asunder.” It is impossible
to cultivate holiness without employing Christ. Afmk what purpose should we employ
Him, if our obedience were complete, and if our ovighteousness were not as filthy
rags? The truth is, if we saw ourselves in our pramlours we should pant after holiness as
the spiritual health of our souls — after Christighteousness as the foundation of our hopes
and happiness. Let us understand these preciotisngscaright, and they will have the most
salutary effects upon our moral conduct. Chrisbus physician, holiness our health; will
we say that our health is what procured us our lihhece?

In a few words, we must come to Christ as sinremsl, subscribe with our hand unto
the Lord; we must prove that we have been sincereaing so, by living soberly,
righteously, and godly in this world, and adornitice Gospel of the Saviour who
bought us.

IV. | shall now, in the last place, make some obsgons upon what has been said, by
way of improvement.

First, then, we have heard that the people of Gaygl find themselves hard, and may be
even so under the means of grace. Let us examnselwes to find out the cause; perhaps we
may be indulging some sin against the remonstrahcenscience; this will cause hardness,
and cause the Spirit to withdraw. Let us therefmeare of this, and listen to the divine
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Monitor within. But, perhaps, God in His sovereigmhay be trysting us with hardness,
with a view to try our faith and patience as Hedriholy Job formerly. We may not be
conscious of any sin that might occasion our hasdneor was he. In this case let us wait
upon God, and carry our hardness to Christ; Heswilen us, and cause all this work for our
good.

To conclude. You find yourself empty. Poor soul' Ware hard and dry; you are
filthy and unclean; your soul is polluted with theprosy of sin! Come, then, to the
refreshing streams of the sanctuary! Come to theerwaf life; come to Christ in the
sacrament, just as you are! Take what you getpbarttiankful. How do you feel yourself?
A sinner? Very well; here is a Saviour. Perhaps gaunot find yourself soft enough;
come away, then, this water will soften and sayckifie promises repentance; depend upon
it, He will perform His word. Are you foul and fily? You are welcome to Christ: His blood
can cleanse you: He reaches His fair hand to yeach forward your black, filthy, foul
hand: He will not refuse you. Are you afraid ofg¢Riyou need not. His word, His very
oath, is engaged to receive you. Whatever be yseade, He can give you a cure; whatever is
your want, He can give you supply. Come forwardneaas you are; come, and welcome to
precious Christ. Whoever comes truly will not bestcaut; let him take the water of life
freely. All things are ready, come to the marriatf@ome,” says the Wisdom of God, “eat

of My bread, and drink of the wine which | have gled.”
[October 1925]
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The Door of Salvation Opened.

A Sermon Preached IRev. SAMUEL RUTHERFORD

“In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that knowt God, and that obey not the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessaloniarg).l

“Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if any nfesar my voice, and open the door,
I will come in to him, and will sup with him, andtwith me” (Revelation 3:20).

It hath pleased the most wise Disposer of all thiraut of the riches of His grace, to
render Jesus Christ to poor, lost, and undone inaad also pleased the Lord Jesus, not
only to die for sinners to redeem them from deatt the curse of the law, that He might
open a way for lost sinners to return to God, Bytleased to stand knocking at the door of
their hearts to entreat their souls to be recodditeGod. And, therefore, as you love your
souls, as you love your bodies, as you would notgodamnation on yourselves, hear and
fear; and do no more wickedly, but open your handl atony hearts that the King of
Glory may enter in. O! sinner, Christ is now stamgland calling to thy soul, if thou
wilt hear and open, | will come unto thee. Now Ghiis saying, | know thy works, |
know well enough that thou hast been a blaspheonex, whoremonger, or a thief, or a
Sabbath-breaker, or a scorner; yet | stand at toe this day, and knock; I will receive
thee into mercy, | will forgive all thy sins. | wihccept, | will hear, | will save thy soul, if
thou wilt open thy heart this day unto me and lex m. O brethren, for Christ’'s sake
refuse not Christ, do not refuse Christ, do notisefnor reject so great a salvation lest you
perish.

1. Consider the necessity you have of Him. “Give chidren or else | die,” said Rachel.
Give me Christ, or else | perish for ever. Can lgeisaved without Christ? And if you may have
Christ but for the opening the door, then, whilesittalled to-day, then hear and open to
Him. If the door of grace should be shut, thou wlest be shut up with vengeance for ever.

2. Consider what answer thou wilt be able to makia Great Day, if thou wilt harden
thy heart and not open, why, what wilt thou, whatnnot thou plead for thyself at the
day of judgment? Wilt thou say, the Gospel nevdereid thee Christ? Why, thou hast
heard this day: If any man will hear and open, llwome in and sup with him. Will
those say, | would have opened my heart had itoeein for love of sin, or for ease, or
for liberty, honour, friends, or companions. Ohwhaill men and angels hiss at thee!
This is the person who for lusts’ sake forsook HMisrcy, who, for a little vanity neglected
his own salvation. O! how wilt thou curse thyselfat for nothing, yea, for that which is
worse than nothing, thou hast put off Christ and séilvation! Therefore, men, brethren,
and fathers, hearken unto me, as Moses said {erégites, so this day | propone unto you
blessing and cursing, life and death; salvatioryoifi open unto Christ, and damnation, if
you refuse Christ.

For the Lord’s sake, choose not cursing but blgssithoose not death, but life; choose
not hell, but heaven; choose not sin but Chrisiugin you have formerly slighted Him. If
you will now regard Him, though you have formerigndemned Him; yet, if you will praise
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Him, though you have formerly resisted; if yet il yield, if yet you will consent, if yet
you will become willing, Christ will be yours, meravill be yours, and salvation will be
yours.

And what will you have more? What! will all this2l@Vill not mercy allure you? Will
love constrain you? Then give me leave to repraxe gnd fright you if it be possible, out of
those depths of Satan into which you are fallenwéigr, | am resolved whether you will
or not, and the Lord fasten it upon your souls.

Question 1In the bowels of love and mercy, let me beg theastothy soul this question:
How long will this life and the comfort of it lasthe soul is immortal and will never die,
but must have a being somewhere to all Eternity.

Question 2. What will become of thee when this la#ed all the comforts of it are
gone? Oh, hardhearted sinner, this broad way wtiiolr walkest in will never lead thee
to the promised land; thy gold and silver key widver open heaven’s gate for thee; thy
care of this world’s good will never plead for thieefore the Judge; all thy friends and
acquaintances with whom thou hast spent many joitulrs, their good works will
stand then in no stead.

Then thou wilt be ready to cry: Where is the Chwdtom | have despised? Oh,
where is the Jesus that | have resisted? Will ldagfor me? No, surely; but go to the gods
whom thou hast chosen. O, what will become of me@tM not die? O, whether will death
carry me? Into which of the regions of the worldlvdeath land me, either of light or of
darkness! To which of the two regions anoWw travelling?

Certainly the way of pleasure or wordly profit, thead way to the world, is not the
way to lead me to heaven or to everlasting hapgin8ay, O sinner, to thy soul, What!
must | be taken from all glory and greatness, fralinthe diligence, and thrown, like
Lucifer, son of the morning, from all my brightnesso blackness and darkness for ever?
When death hath closed mine eyes, must | awakeedrasting flames! Sinner! thou, thou
shalt be without remedy, unless thou open to thd Uesus Christ.

Question 3. Ask thy soul on which hand thou arteliko stand on the Day of
Judgment, on the right hand, or on the left amdrgdoats. If thou wilt not hear, and
open thy heart now, be assured the devil will opel’'s mouth for thee. What will be
the end of these joys which now make so glad tlaytherou are now in the broad way to
destruction and utter separation from God’s presdoc ever. Thy pleasures here we
may judge of, but, oh! who can tell the thousangiint of these fiery torments to which
thou art liable in the other world?

Whilst thou diest, thou shalt be a damned creatiei/st thou livest, thou art fed like
a beast by common providences, and art a meregstram feeding promises. If thou lookest
upwards, God is frowning, and His wrath is revealemn heaven against thee. If thou
lookest downward, thou mayest see hell gaping,@®hing its mouth to swallow thee up
quick; many dangers attend thee every day; manyemes every moment; legions of
devils stand about thee, watching thee, and waitnghe leave of God to drag thy soul into
the lake of fire.

Ah, when thou diest, man, what must thou then dé®MCaptain Death strikes thee,
whose armies of wolves will fall upon thee? Lookitoand remember thou wert once
warned, lest thou die eternally. St. Austin’s prayes: “O Lord, rack me, hew me,
burn me here, but spare me hereafter.” As londgy@s tefusest to hear Christ’s voice,
thou hast a hell upon earth; it is not the multéuaf companions that go thither which
shall any whit lessen thy torments, but ratherease them; thy life that has been full of
worldly joys shall be full of daily woe.

All you into whose hands this little book shall cen© let me beg you to consider, in
those bowels of love you have to put your own sdusv your hearts can endure to think of
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being then out of heaven, out of blessedness fer;, @sk your hearts these questions: Can |
burn? Can | endure the vengeance of eternal fire®lky, my soul, wilt thou not be
persuaded to repent? Is there too much pain if? fhiadbu art ready to say, | cannot bear a
cross, nor any affliction, a scoff, or a reproatalk thee of crucifying the flesh, of
parting with thy wordly companions, of entering an the strait gate; O, these are hard
sayings, who can bear them?

But how wilt thou do to dwell with devouring fireidow wilt thou do to dwell with
everlasting burnings? Whatsoever thou thinkest rtbimk what hell will be when the day
comes thou must descend into it; thou mayest domlaugh away the fear of it, but what
will it be to thee when thou feelest thyself wragpe the flames of it, and not a drop of
water to cool thy tongue? Think on hell, O souldahen think on Christ, and consider
if a Redeemer from such misery be not worth theeationg of. Think on hell, and
think on sin, and carnal pleasures, and delightsismer how they will relish with
thee, when thus salted with everlasting fire. Arese the price for which thou sellest thy
soul to hell? Oh! bid these lusts and pleasuregone; and though you loved them well, and
have spent your time sinfully with them, yet tdiem you must not burn for them, that
you will not damn your soul to please your flesh.

Having thus briefly, as may be, laid down the ugé&oor, which | hope, will waken
some poor souls out of the depth of carnal secunibyv | shall proceed to the last use of
encouragement; to encourage poor secure sinnexeriture to lay fast hold on Him
before that it be too late.

Oh! poor soul, hast thou kept Christ out of a lbimge, and art thou not yet resolved
to open thy heart to Him? What shall | say to thee?me say this, Christ waits still for
thee; then why wilt thou undo thyself by neglectsmygreat salvation? Let the consideration
of the message Christ brings you, of the erranddiees on, excite you (it is no dismal one
He brings, it is no dreadful errand). If Christ hadme to destroy thy soul, could He
have had less welcome than you gave Him? Oh! for goul’'s sake, receive Him. Oh! ye
fools, when will ye be wise? Come unto Christ, &ewill have mercy on you, and heal all
your backslidings, and love you freely.

But some poor soul will be ready to say, | haveeaite to come to Christ, but | am
afraid Christ will never receive such a wretchathsr as |, who have stood it out so long
against Him. For answer to this, give me leavaue gou some directions.

Direction 1. — Ah, poor soul, art thou willing tome to Christ? Then will Christ in no
wise cast thee out, if thou comest to Him poor,emable, blind, and naked. O sinner, come
not to Him in thy strength. Come thou and say, @dl.dere is a poor sinner, not worth a
farthing! O Lord, make me rich in faith. O Lord, feeis a miserable soul. Lord, have
mercy on me; here is a poor blind sinner, Lordjgiten me from above; here is a poor,
naked wretch, O Lord, save me lest | perish, foarinot help myself.

Direction 2 — Come to Christ by believing in HimyAwhen thy poor soul is sinking
headlong into hell, and sees no way to escapeeadul wrath of God hanging over thy
head, catch, thou, then at such a time fast hol@lonst. Oh! then, apprehend and apply all
His benefits unto thy soul; come this way and grasm in the arms of thy faith, and
say, “l believe in Thee, help Thou my unbelief. Athé answer which the Lord will give
thee will be thus: — Be it according as thou wlilet Christ be in your hand, and the
promise in your eye; and no doubt though thou bash a rebel, a traitor, yet Jesus Christ,
having received gifts for the rebellious, will shovercy on thee and receive thee.

Direction 3 — Come to Jesus Christ by repenting fansbking all thy sins. Thou canst
never come to the wedding supper without the wegldjarments. The old man must be
taken away before all things can be made new. @hysdlem! wash thy heart from
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wickedness that thou mayest be saved. Which Gadisfinfinite mercy grant that we

may all do, and be blessed for ever through JesuistCour Lord and Saviour.
[January 1926]

Notes of a Sermon.

By the lateRev. JOHN KENNEDY, D.D.
Preached 28th February 1875.

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most Hilgall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty” — Psalm 91:1.

There is mention made here of a secret place, awed dwelling in it, and because
dwelling there abiding under the shadow of the Almty. It is sad to be before a passage like
this without the sinner being under the shadowalnding in this secret place; without any
sense whatever of being in its shelter and coriemne frozen and dead outside. It would be
sad to find one outside, without any ray of lighingng from the secret place into the heart
from the Gospel, seeing that the poor one may inoBut if | have no more than that | have
only a foretaste of what awaits us in hell. Somielca glimpse of it and are afraid they
never will reach it, but blessed is the man who sap, like the Psalmist — “The Lord is
my fortress.” The Lord deliver us from being corit@nth remaining without the right to
say this. Let us consider,

I. The secret place, and
Il. The man who dwells there.

l. The secret place. Men have a secret place oot $iave not much to put in it. A portrait,
of a friend, a lock of hair, or a few pence mayimé¢he secret place of the poor man, but the
rich man has more than that, and requires a spla@t, and he is able to provide such. The
King requires a secret place for the diamonds efkihgdom, and will have such, and it will
be a secure place where the treasures are kepénlhave such, what a secret place the Most
High must have! His treasures are there, and iHechas a secret place and His secret place
is secure. What are the treasures of the Most Haghkl, what is the secret place He has
provided for them? When | think of the treasureshef Most High | must think of Higlory.

His essential glory dwells in His being and is sé#fere, and He has not provided a
secret place for it; but He determined a manifestabf His glory, and for that scheme He
has a secret place from whence to show it fortler&@rvas something else, too, in the sight
of God as a treasurer. There was the payment nadeet treasury of heaven for which
God owes a reward. How wonderful that Jehovahjritiependent, infinite, and eternal one
should receive a payment for which He owes a rewand yet God could not be in debt,
for the Man who bought it was His Fellow and a d&iPerson as Mediator. God,
therefore, consistent with His independence resesvpayment for which He owes a reward.
The price was the precious blood of His Son, anthef Most High has a secret place, the
precious blood is there and safe to be applietieédulfilment of His gracious purpose. God
has a people whom He loved, though they are a toean, and hell-deserving people,
although they are a hostile people, and spirituddgd, but what if God loved them. They
are precious in His sight, not for anything of tiseibut because in the fulness of His
infinite love He bound them up with His purposesafvation. As loved and as embraced in
His purpose, they are infinitely precious in Higlgi The provision made for them is
precious. How precious is the provision made bypdwent for the child, how watchful he
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is about it, and when he dies, that child’s rightttis a good one. If an earthly parent
have this, think what Jehovah’s care will be fog firovision made for His people.

(1) His glory is in Christ. How suitable this is.eHs the brightness of the Father’s
glory. Every manifestation of the divine glory i®iin the Son. Every manifestation of the
divine purpose is from Him. Every manifestation dfs will is from Him. Every
manifestation of His power is from Him, and no othean be entrusted with the
manifestation of His name like Him. He could notmiast it without being in the flesh.
What an honour to the human nature that the highestifestation of the divine glory
should be coming forth from it! Look at it in Edeand then look at it in the temple of
Immanuel’s flesh. Verily He has triumphed over @memy and trampled him under His feet,
because He was made sin and a curse. All the tnegudf His people were laid upon Him,
and He bore them. Being made sin, the curse ofatkecame forth and passed over Him, and
he that had the power of death got the opportuniitgoing his worst. And when this was
so, the result was a full manifestation of Jehosadiory. Thus Jehovah triumphed over
His great enemy. You have only to come to God wittr sins. There is One whose name is
Jesus, and through Him you can ask what would bmat life to thee. Would it not be well
to draw near to God through the blood? In ordeprserve the efficacgf that blood it
must be in Christ as the Great High Priest, akihg, as the Prince and Saviour exalted,
for only as it is in Him will He reign on the grodrof it and exercise the power of His
life in the salvation of His people. Asurely as the blood is in Him as revealed in theged
and only accessible through faith in Him as it istign, “In whom we have redemption
through His blood.” Never expect anything in meiyart from the blood of Jesus, or
from the blood apart from Himself. If you get meiitys through the blood.

(2) His people were in Him before the world wasinkhof Christ taking care of them
in the covenant before the work of Christ was beg(es, from all eternity, He did this. |
think Christ will not grudge taking care of them time eternity to come without sin,
when He did it in the eternity that is past witmsi cannot contemplate the people
without being chosen in Him. They were chosen imHhniserable and blind, and dead as
they were. There was an eternal calm in the hetG@d as He had them before His
mind in the Son. They are in Him, and safe theree Head is their life, and in Him
their life is hid with Him in God. Blessed are thefywhom this is true; there is no doubt of
that man dwelling in the secret place of the MaghH

(3) All fulness dwells in Him, not merely that Height keep it, but that He might
dispense it. You find people willing to take chagde thing, but who would not be willing
to dispense it; but Christ does this to the bliticg lame, the impotent, and the dead.
It is safe, not only the provision, but the pooople who are in His charge. It would be well
for you to learn this. Some people claim a lordshigr grace, and deny the lordship of Christ
over it. They don't think they require to be draby Christ to receive of His fulness. Oh,
friends, they must be brought to this fulness asakive out of it grace for passing from
glory to glory. Such are the treasures of the Mdigh and His secret place.

Il. The man who dwells there. In the next verseRbalmist says — “The Lord is my
fortress.” | would like to ask the Psalmist onegwbp questions —

1. If you are dwelling there, whence did you cohere?

2. How did you come in?

3. What did you find there when you came in? 4, Whgour warrant for
saying you are there?

1. Whence did you come there? You say — “As to mayesalthough | was, according
to the purpose of God, chosen in Him, | was lyingsode, under the power of sin, the dupe
of the world, in the grasp of Satan, on the brihkall, and the only door open to me was the
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door of an eternal hell.” So it is with you herenight. The Lord was warning me, but |
would not heed Him; calling me but | would not caniygng in the field frozen and dead.
The light of the Gospel produced no effect on nmel bwould have lain there until death
came to sweep me into hell, unless the Lord haccynepon me. While | was there | was
turning the Word of God as witness against me. &gylas you refused to be warned by
His law and refused His Gospel, you turned thedam the Gospel to be witnesses against
you. A man goes out to the streets at night incteaf outcasts. The first he finds is fast
asleep on the ground. He shakes him and wakensthiimhe says, “Let me alone.” He
yields and passes on. The next is a drunkard. e has hand on him, and he shakes it
off. He leaves him and passes on. The next is egramnd only calls him a fool. So he is
left, too. The next has the chill of death on hiHe knows a corpse is before him. But you
must unite all these before you can find a caseyikurs and mine. Asleep, intoxicated with
the world, and in our conscience desperate, deadespasses and sins. What hope is
there for such a one apart from the free, rich gty mercy of God?

2. How did you come into the secret place? | thirtkear this answer — “| did not
come without being brought in. The Lord awoke mé arade me feel my miserable state. |
saw Him who is the secret place and who is the dbwas enlightened and | would fain
reach a secret place. | heard His voice to mesd,rocast myself on Him, | entered the secret
place, and found rest there.

3. What did you find there? It is not much | cal,té& was so wonderful; no
one can tell all that he sees there. But if eveeht in | saw the glory. | saw the blood
there, too, and the beloved people and the fulokegsace. If | didn’t see the blood there my
heart would have fainted. There would be no hopbaowi it. It was through the blood
that | saw the glory and the beloved ones who wadireinners saved on the ground of the
blood. | was like one that dreamed. The glory ispeakable, it never entered into the
heart of man to conceive its like. The glory isanceivable, the knowledge infinitely
rich, the people for ever blessed.

4. What is your warrant? | would like to be undemnistake in saying: — “The Lord
is my fortress.” | would like to have no doubt thatas called by God to Christ. | would like
this made known to some here to-night for withdutever will there be a true sense of
unbelief. 1 would like not only that you would balled but that coming to Christ and
entering in through Him as the door, you would dwalHim as in the secret place.
What a wonderful Christ! He is the door and Hehis secret place. The door is open to let
one in but never to let one out. Once the pronssaine | claim a right to what the blood
entitles me to. A right to the privileges of Godaved Israel, He has made the cause of my
salvation the cause of His glory, and because Hé& gave His glory to another, He won't
give me to be a prey to the Destroyer. Well | hawearrant for saying so. What is your
warrant for saying you have closed with Christ be terms of the Gospel? Because |
counted Him worthy trusting, and | counted Him wgrtconfessing. Thus adding to my
faith, virtue, when | became acquainted with Chridiegan to know God, humbled as
| never was before, and so | was drawn to Gods this knowledge which brings down
self and sin. There can be no doubt from whencarite. Such is the knowledge | received,
to that | added temperance. | was content to hawvee dvith the world, with its cares, and
with its wealth, and as soon as that the world beégamock me and persecute me. The
world does this in its own way. | was content toffeu it. | added to temperance
patience; | was willing in the hand of God to suffeom the world; rather to have the
sufferings of God’s people than the ease of theldvdradded to this godliness. | was
often with God in secret. Sometimes the waves ofilite threw the vessels of mercy
further in. When the sea is stormy the more pleasathe haven. | don’t know when a
man enjoys his home more than on a stormy wingintni think God’s people never have
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such peace and delight as in persecutions. Likehtee men in the fiery furnace, they
had more peace than the King, for he trembled, sma@lso with Daniel in the den of
lions. Why are we so secure at the prospect oésuadf in the world? If the light of God’s
face shines upon us what need we care for the patisa of the world? Why change a
man’s way for the midges being flying across ththpdn the trial seek to keep near to
God and when your heart gets warmer it will get mvap God’s people; so adding to
godliness, brotherly kindness. | don’t know whatkemme so cold to God’s people, but that
| am cold to Himself. As there is brotherly kindsdlere is charity. All these making my
calling and election sure, and evidencing that etlwn the secret place. And in the face
of all I will say: — “The Lord is my fortress; | Witrust in Him.”

Now where are you? | put this question in the Lergresence to each one here to-
night. Where are you? Some may say, “I don’t thmlkch about it. “The Lord have
mercy upon your poor soul, you have none yourd@ are lying outside the secret place
where all the privileges of God’s people are. Areothays: — “I don’t say | am in, but
| will enter in sometime.” The door may be shut apgou before then, and you will
be shut out in the storm of wrath in hell. Anotlsalys: — “I am afraid to say the Lord is
my fortress, but this is all | can say that, aso@mpsinner, | desire to thank God that
there is an open door in the Gospel to go in, ll@aoking to Christ, | am afraid | can’t
reach Him, but | am looking to Himself to bring meand all depends on Himself to
bring me in to dwell there.” If you are truly shup to Christ, then it is not too much
for me to say on behalf of Jesus that He will nat ffou — “Him that cometh to me |
will in no wise cast out.”

Is then one saying: — “The Lord is my fortress byt soul is too cold to sing the
song of praise to Him, but | have the hope to lethe heart of stone behind and have a
heart to praise Him for ever and ever.” This wél His delight. | cannot conceive His delight
when His people are like Him, perfectly blessedha full enjoyment of Him. May this

be yours and mine, and to His name be the praisedm\
[February 1926]
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Gleanings from Many Fields.

DR MACDONALD'SMOSTMEMORABLE SERMON.

[Most of our readers have heard of the renown oMarcdonald, Ferintosh, as a preacher of the
Gospel. His powerful discourses were blessed byiGtte conversion of many, and his labours as a
preacher were signally owned. The following serroarthe text, “Thy Maker is Thy Husband”
(Isaiah54:5), is described by the Rev. D. Campbell, Kilteas “the most memorable sermon ever
preached by him.” We quote Mr Campbell’s introdugtnote in full: — “The most memorable
sermon, then and ever preached by him, was thenasgirmon, cognate to that on which he preached
on his first communion Sabbath at Urquhart. Hunglrefdabler sermons has he preached, but none
which the Lord more signally blessed. It was ndubly written out, but the following skeleton of it
was found among his papers, and is here subjoivadt tmay serve to give an idea of the kind of
preaching which the Lord delights to honour. It wa$vered in Gaelic, but the notes were written
by his own hand in English” (Quoted in “The Aposiiiethe North,” p. 89.) ]

Remarks on context. Consider,

|. The Parties.

1. The Spouse. Every true believer, and as sucheddo the Lord. But by nature

(1) In a state of degradation, a child of Satasiaae.

(2) Drowned in debt — of obedience to the law, suffg to the justice of God,
unable to pay, and thereforePaisoner.

(3) Without spiritual beauty; but on the contranltogether defiled, deformed,
loathsome (Isaiah 1:7; Revelation 3:17,18; Ezekieb).

(4) Dead — spiritually (Ezekiel 30,7; Ephesians,2)1

(5) In a helpless condition. None else would orlddook after her or release her, nor
had she any strength in herself.

(6) With all this she was full of enmity and rebatl against her husband, waged
constant war with Him, thrust the sword into Hidesi

2. The Husband. Thy Maker, the Lord of Hosts, théy/i®Dne of Israel. God, God in our
nature. Consider

(1) His rank. The Lord, Lord of lords and King ohgs; the Son, honoured by all
the heavenly host, adored by the redeemed, theesodrall created rank and greatness.

(2) His riches. The God of the whole earth, heiradfthings, all fulness in Him,
rich in what the spouse needs. Rich in merit tolparydebts, rich in grace to make her rich
— inheritance that fadeth not away.

(3) His beauty (Psalm 45:2; Song 2; Hebrews 1:2AB)created beauty from Him;
He can beautify His spouse; He can attract andasinners with His beauty.

(4) His power (Isaiah 9:6,7). As God, His powelinfinite, manifested in creation,
providence, and redemption. Power to quicken, tivele to subdue, to protect, to preserve,
etc. (Psalm 110;3).

(®) His love. Oh, what shall we say of this! Seeverbs 8:30,31. He died for His
spouse, she was formed out of His side; waters a@tadrown His love, manifested in
rescuing her in a day of power out of her wretcheddition; and, after her espousal, in
abiding with her, in compassion towards her, indiog communion with her, etc. And,
oh, what shall its exercise be throughout eternity!

(6) His faithfulness — in reproving her faults, mever forsaking her, in not
receiving accusers’ reports of her. Oh, how faitidine!
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[I. The Connection. Marriage. “Thy Husband.” A rieta is established which is
called union. This is variously represented in fnie; and subsists between every
believer and Christ. Here consider,

1. Christ offers Himself in marriage to the sou,the Gospel, in which He reveals
His excellent properties, and offers Himself to ol as involved in the ruin described.
This is the design of the glorious doctrines andtations of the Gospel (Isaiah 55:1-4;
Matthew 11:28; Revelation 22:17).

2. Gospel means and ministers are employed forpthtpose of representing this
proposal (Genesis 24). The Apostle espoused Cairgho Christ. Oh, what an honourable
work! How faithful should ministers be!

3. The Spirit is sent forth, to make the soul daesof his condition, to reveal
Christ in His properties and proposals, to make ®ifling to receive Him, and to
loose him from every other attachment (Romans 8R2salm45:10; John 16;9-15).

4. The soul, in consequence, under a sense of ae@¢dinworthiness, and having a
view of the object, approving of the terms and ptiog of the offer, casts himself at
Christ’s feet resigns himself to the Redeemer alis Him. This is the act of faith
and closes the union, and is the foundation ofudlire intercourse and communion. “My
Beloved is mine.”

Here is

1. A marriage with the consent of all the partiesather, Son, and Spirit; law and
justice; angels and saints.

2. A wonderful marriage.

3. Ajoyful marriage.

4. A sure marriage.

5. An honourable marriage.

6. An everlasting marriage.

[ll. The happy results of this marriage. The spoumes from her husband, in

consequence,

1. A change of nature (John 3:6; Ezekiel 16), ofeotto love, obey, and enjoy Him.

2. A glorious robe as a wedding garment — His ovwghteousness for covering,
shelter, and ornament (Psalm 45:13; Revelation)3:18

3. Beauty. Graces of the Spirit (Psalm 45:13).

4. Provision — food, drink, light, life, libertyoy, etc.

5. Protection — from enemies, sin, Satan, and thedy

6. Communion. The enjoyment of His presence.

7. Riches.

8. Introduction to heaven at last, and eternablersse there (Psalm 45:14,15).

Hence, 1. Self-examination. Marks of those whorae and of those who are, married to
this Husband.

2. Sinners, consider your condition — accept ofgheposal (Matthew 22:5). Different
classes.

3. Saints. Draw nigh this day, behold what yourddamsd did and suffered for you.
[February 1926]
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A Lecture
By theReEv. NEIL CAMERON.

Delivered on New-Year’s Day in the Hall of St Jigl&lasgow.
(Published at the request of St Jude’s Kirk-Segsion

“Let them return unto thee; but return not thououfiem” — Jeremiah 15:14.

We read in the preceding chapter God'’s terriblagnuehts threatened on account of the
conduct of the people. Jeremiah prayed for the lpetopthe effect that it was the fault of
false prophets that the people were so rebelliGasl told him to declare that He did not
send these prophets, and that they and the peopldnam they prophesied lies in His name
should all fall together with sword, famine, andsplkence. In the beginning of this chapter
God declares that should Moses and Samuel stancelddim His mind could not be towards
the people. This shows how desperate their comditias. For the Lord did extraordinary
things in answer to the prayers of Moses and Samuttleir days. The people, instead of
turning from their sins, began to curse the prophet Jeremidguse he opposed them and
warned them of the consequences of their depafitoime God to idolatry and the abominable
practices connected therewith. It seems that oouatof the facts that God refused to listen
to Jeremiah’s prayers for the people, and thatahlky effect his warnings from the
mouth of God had upon them was to curse him, thabh&de up his mind that he would hold
his peace and reprove them no more. This is howumgerstand the exclamation of the
prophet — “Woe is me, my mother, that thou hashboe a man of strife, and a man of
contention in the land! | have neither lent on ysuror men have lent to me on usury; yet
every one of them doth curse me.” He meddled neetular affairs. If we take these words
in the light cast upon them by God’s remonstrancéf-thou return, then will | bring
thee again, and thou shalt stand before me; atitbif take forth the precious from the
vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: let them returto uhee; but return not thou unto them,” it
seems to us that Jeremiah had made up his mingfesed to already, that he would hold
his peace. He was not the last who came perilousdy the same conclusion. Some are not
ignorant of the painful feelings expressed abovelesemiah when he exclaimed — “Woe
iIs me, my mother, that thou hast born me a marnrié¢ nd contention to the whole land!”
As the Lord gave courage and fortitude to the pevghat made him like a brazen wall,
which is not easily cast down, so He can do d##l. promised Jeremiah that He would
cause the enemy, who was to destroy the peoplehaid cities, to deal mercifully with
him. God’s promises made the prophet indeed likeaaen wall; for neither threatenings,
nor slanders, nor even the hole of the prison, hickvhe sank in its mire, could make him
cease to deliver God’s message to the people wheéoththe king, or princes or common
people.

Let us consider our text under the three followdingsions: —

|. The departures from God’s Word in doctrine aratcpice in Scotland.
Il. Let us consider the position taken in 1893 g Free Presbyterian Church.
lll. Our present duty relative to other Churches.

Before we enter upon our subject, | wish to renyiad that the Synod of our Church has
repeatedly passed resolutions ordering all thestars of our Church to explain our position
as a Church annually to their own congregations tndther congregations under their
charge. | certainly felt bound by this resoluti@nd | do feel so still. | thought which
would be the best day upon the whole to delivexcture on the subject. | felt reluctant to do
it on the Lord’s Day, so | concluded that New-YeaiDay might suit well, as the
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people would have the day free from their employisie80 | have been in the habit of
delivering a lecture on this day in this hall hasethe Lord enabled me since 1894. You, my
congregation, are the judges as to the manner ichwtacquitted myself in performing, this
duty.

l. Let us consider the departures from God’s Ward] its doctrine and practice on the part
of the Church with which we were connected till frear 1893.

(1) The Church of Scotland Free began first in®@elleges to deny the inspiration of
certain parts of the Bible about twenty years pteoour separation from her communion.
Efforts were made to stem this tide of rationaliand infidelity. But the tide flowed into
the Church with a force and velocity that causadrise anguish of heart to all lovers of
God’s Word, and it became clearer every year 8taiuld the Lord allow her to drift down
with this flood which the dragon poured out of msuth to carry her away, she would
become a complete wreck. While she lay on the heges and very near dangerous rocks,
the “doctrines” of the Word were attacked.

(2) This attack was launched against the Confessibriraith, and particularly
against the doctrines of election; the fall of pissterity in Adam; the doctrine of the
atonement as set forth in the Confession; and thetrihe of the necessity of
regeneration by the Holy Ghost through the WordGudd. When this new attack
emerged, the contention as to the infallibility andrrancy of the Bible vanished almost
out of sight, though it was not in the least abaretbby its promoters. After a good
deal of contending and lecturing about the greatgéas to which the denial of these
fundamental doctrines exposed the Church, anothese of the flood of Satan
emerged.

(3) There were a few — twelve to begin with — ofnspired hymns allowed into her
worship by a resolution of the General Assemblyo3dé who wanted these hymns
used as an argument that their introduction wowld ibstrumental music from getting
into the Church. The late eminent servant of GodKennedy, Dingwall, said on that
occasion, by way of warning the Assembly, that ess than twelve years from that
date the same men who that day asked the Churalaw these profane hymns to be
used in the churches, would be there demandingtieduction of instrumental music. This
prediction was actually fulfilled to the letter.

(4) Along with all the above dangerous departutiesie started in the Church social
gatherings, at which vain songs of every descripii@re sung, and ministers began to
vie with one another as to which of them would dxcebuffoonery, so as to make
the carnal world to laugh: but the true people @dGvept over such desecration of
the name of Christ and the house of God. They a&toup sales of work, by which
they turned God’s house into a house of merchandise venerable name of Dr Kennedy
was used recently as one who approved of such. shtes writer inquired as to the
veracity of this, and found that women sold thentys they made to the merchants of
Dingwall, and that the Doctor approved of this. bime could find fault with that way of
sales of work. When they had filled the Church witle flood of heresies, carnality in
worship and practice, the infamous Declaratory was duly passed into “a binding law and
constitution in the Church.” This meant that a## ihnovations contained in that Act were
to be bound on all who would continue in futureldelship with that Church. We
refused to put our necks under this Satanic yakeyes separated in 1893 in order, not to
set up another Church, but to continue the exigtesfcthe Free Church of Scotland as
that Church was settled in 1843. To this positi@mashered then, and we have endeavoured
in much weakness and imperfection to hold by it tiis day. We hope that, by the
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Lord’s grace and strength, we will continue to do unto the end of our life in this
world.

Il. Let us now consider the position we took upnthe

(1) When the Declaratory Act was passed in 189%béest was entered against it,
and an appeal made to the next Assembly to takes ste its repeal. This caused us to
remain till the General Assembly of 1893 refusedabyoverwhelming majority to take
any steps to repeal it. None of the Free Preskansriso far as the writer knows, ever
charged those who formed the present Free Churchawing been under this Act
during the year, from the Assembly of 1892 till tled 1893; but they have on several
occasions charged our ministers, etc., of beingeumdduring that period. This proves
that they are put hard to for want of, not a widl ase every form of accusation
against us which they can devise, but for want mything true or substantial which
they can charge our Church with. No alternative Wwa& then for any who loved
purity, integrity of conscience, an infallible Béhlthe whole doctrine of the Free Church
of Scotland as set forth in her standards, and mptete deliverance from all the
innovations then foisted on the Declaratory Act €€hy but to separate at once from
being any longer in her fellowship and under haisgiction. So, at that Assembly
immediately after the result of the vote was demflathe Rev. Donald Macfarlane rose
and read his protest, which he left on the tabl¢hef Assembly. Thus a separation was
constitutionally made.

(2) A Deed of Separation was drawn up by the helpur legal agent, which
was entered in the Book of Sasines in Edinburghthiis Deed five reasons are given
why we had to separate; our position declared toth®e original status of the Free
Church of 1843, and all the lawful rights and pkges of the Free Church claimed as
being ours by right in civil and ecclesiastical BwAs this Deed has been recently
published, | expect you have read it yourselvesthsd | need not enter further into it
in detail. As you know, it is the first document that booklet called “Church
Documents.”

(3) The Synod of the F.P. Church drew up and ensbbra statement as to
how our Church hold the Bible as the inspired WofdGod. In that statement it is
enacted that no one holding Higher Critical vievesy de a member of our Church.
That means that all Higher Critics are excommur@datrom having any place in the
Church.

(4) It was a common thing in the Free Church, whwé left, for men to take
ordination vows who, after answering questions aighing the Formula, on their oath
to God and man, to the effect that they would dsseaintain, and defend the whole
doctrine of the Confession of Faith, and that tinuld follow no divisive courses for
the said doctrine, form of worship, form of goveremh, and discipline of the Church, to
say immediately thereafter that they believed aschmof these doctrines as were
agreeable to their own views. It seems that Solomadh met with such men, for he gives
the advice — “When thou vowest a vow unto God, def# to pay it; for He has no
pleasure in fools.” So our Synod enacted that if affice-bearer will change his mind
about the doctrines of the Confession of Faithamwy part of the Church’s constitution,
his duty is to make that known to the Court of @eurch to which he belongs, and not
to divulge his change of mind to our people to I&aeim astray. But if he should begin
to divulge such views in public, it becomes theydat any of the hearers to report the
same to that court, to which such a person is attadale. The duty of that court is to
deal with the man in strict accordance with the €itution of the Church.

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 30 p. 42



() The present Free Church endeavoured on sewerasions to form a union
with the F.P. Church. Asis always the case whermanwents for union are in the air, it
is prophesied that extraordinary good results amend to follow its consummation. We
heard or read that, when in the Free Church Assegmhi@ debates on the proposed union
between the Free and U.P. Churches — 1863 to 18W&re at their height, a minister
said that it was evident that if that union would bonsummated the truth would be
fulfilled that the lion and the lamb would lie dowmgether. The late Dr Begg got up after
this speech was delivered, and said that he bealiedeat was said about the lion and the
lamb, but he was sure that when the lion woulddieevn the lamb would be in his
inside.

You will remember that in 1917 the F.P. Church siited a statement to the Free
Church in which five essential outstanding differes between the two Churches were set
forth, and that no movement could be made on the¢ glathe F.P. Church till these
were removed by the Free Church. The reply serthayy Church was nothing more than
an effort to throw dust in our eyes — they removedhing. So our Synod put a stop
immediately to the proposals for union with thatu@. This is our position as a
Church as regards any movement engineered fromnaathfrom without for union with
the present Free Church. Ontwo occasions in teetpat Church did as Dr Begg said —
when she lay down she had in her inside a diebafadled F.P. lambs. This is really
her aim — not union but absorption.

[1l. Let us now consider our duty as regards ot@Ghurches in this country.

(1) Let us glance at the rapid downward careemhefEstablished Church. The creed
and constitution of the E.C. of Scotland was a negsential part of the constitution of the
Scottish nation. Her Confession of Faith and otledaitive documents were on the Statute
Books of Scotland and England. She could not changerd of her creed or constitution
without the consent of Parliament. This will app¢aryou by the fact that when, in 1905,
an Act was passed in Parliament to divide the pigp# the old Free Church between the
present U.F. and F.C., a clause was inserted aenleof that Act to remove from the
constitution of the Established Church the wordk promise to assert, maintain, and
defend the whole doctrine of the Confession of lkadr words to that effect. The E.C.
could not relieve her office-bearers from being hdwy these words without going to
Parliament. Since then her ministers are not bolbypwdhe Formula of that Church to
assert, maintain, and defend the doctrines of thafeSsion. Now, the leading men in that
Church have repeatedly declared that by the pasdihgo Acts — one in 1921, the other
in 1925 — they are as free to change their creetth@dJ).F. Church is. The leading men
in the U.F. Church corroborated that statementatgg#y in public prints. We regret that
we have not studied these two Acts of Parliamentl an account of that we give you
their opinion, not our own, in this matter. At teme time we know no reason why their
statement should not be accepted as truth. Isthat destroying of the foundations of the
constitution of the Church of the Reformation ino&&nd? Our forefathers suffered the
loss of all things, even of life itself, to buildpuhat constitution and afterwards more
still to maintain it. Now, so far as we can sedyas been undermined and destroyed, and
no man seems to care. No man is more suitabledtvalea beautiful, carved work of art
than a strong, ignorant rustic, who can see notp@aut, provided he gets an axe and
permission to use it. The time is not so far distenthe past in which the creed and
constitution of the Church of Scotland was admmeti only in Scotland but throughout all
the Protestant Churches on the Continent of Euf®penow her hedges are broken down, and
the boar out of the forest has placed his snouemecth the bush that burned and was not
consumed, and has removed it root and branch.
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The Established Church has permitted images arssespwhich are the real symbols of
idolatry, in many of their churches. When, in thest she was faithfully admonished by a
few of her ministers to take order to have thesmoreed, she would not listen. She has
some of the foremost Higher Critics in Scotlandhar professorial chairs and in her pulpits.
There is also a strong and influential society @m, ldoing all they can to bring into her
worship the superstition and worship of the Papadtys is very sad, and it will yet cause
many sighs, groans, and tears in our beloved land.

(2) The United Free Church has really gone so famythg the infallibility and
inerrancy of the Scriptures of the Old and New &estnts that | will not detain you by
entering into her condition farther than to givéew quotations. | have here a report read
to her General Assembly of a “Social Problems Cottemi of the U.F. Church of
Scotland,” which that Assembly refused by a larg&arity to suppress, and which is
being sold by the authority of the Church. Its hegdis — “How do we regard the
Bible?” by A. Herbert Gray. These are a few ofsitatements: — “Do we hold that every
word in the Bible is true? No, we do not. Do weegtdhe views of the Bible on scientific
guestions? No, we do not. Do we approve of all ni@al sentiments expressed in the
Bible? No, certainly not. Do we regard the Bibleiafallible history? No. Do we agree
with all the opinions of St Paul? No, we do noFutther, we know that large parts of the
early books of the Old Testament are not historglkin the modern sense.” “What, then,
is the Bible to us? It is simply the story of hdwdugh long centuries men gradually worked
their way from primitive religious ideas, and vepyimitive moral ideas, up to the
loftiest heights of spiritual perception which tteee has yet attained.” “Israel began with
what we should call Pagan ideas about God. Theewsd in many gods, and about their
own spiritual god they believed some very strangedgs.” “Why do we need the Old
Testament at all? The answer to that is perhapdon@ virtually need the Old Testament.” It
concludes by saying that — “Possibly the amoun&ofipture which is thus living, and
which actually operates in the lives of some Claist might turn out to be little more than a
tenth of the whole.” But enough of this blasphegy body of men who could in the name
of a Christian Church homologate the above stattsvadout the Bible has ceased to have the
least claim to be denominated Christians. Was ttfally time for us to have fled from such
in 18937? Is not this blasphemy against God andWbsd the strongest proof imaginable that
we did what was right then?

For me, the Lord knows, how it would bring joy ty imeart to have to speak of these
Churches as holding God’s Word and the constitutibthe Church of the Reformation in
Scotland in sincerity and truttand how it pains my very heart that my fellow-
countrymen have abandoned their own mercies. Basing been made a watchman over
your souls, it becomes my duty to God, to you, &amany own soul, to warn you of
every approach of the enemy which | perceive asmgering your souls. | know that a
sleeping man does not like to be awakened at mhdnigut it must be done if the
watchman is to be acquitted should the man perisih thhe sword.

(3) Let us consider a little the condition of the& Church. It cannot be charged against
the Free Church that she does not profess in wimrdsld the infallibility and absolute
inerrancy of the Scriptures, for she looks on hiérae being as white as snow on the top
of the Alps, but in her practice she comes verystaort of this profession. She is made up
of three parties. There are a few of her ministeeg manifested some time ago a desire
to have her practice reformed, and would even yiré to have this done, but they
seem to have lost their courage, and are now a$ dsnthe rest. We thought at one time
that they would persevere faithfully in their oppms to social gatherings, sales of
work, etc., and we wished them God-speed, and cowhedetheir efforts as likely to work for
the good of their Church; but now we have losthalpe in them. Behind them there are
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many of the people of that Church who would rejditeseeing her casting away all these
excrescences of the world and the flesh; but sidsla deaf ear to their entreaties when they
petition her supreme Court. The last effort in thvay came from the congregation of
Kilmuir, Skye. Their minister forsook them at thesgembly (as reported in the Free Church
Record), and their petition was turned down. Sith@n the peace of sleep reigns among
them as regards these unscriptural innovations.reTtage others who draw her away
towards real latitudinarianism. This party in heinistry carries everything before them
with a high hand. A large number of the people reld encourage these, If anyone dares
to find fault with any of their corrupt practicethey are immediately up in arms. These
are full of zeal for the name Free Church, and tbaynot tolerate that one word should
be said against their Church. This may be desighatal without knowledge, and a
real spirit of partisanship. The ministers on tlalt wing got a resolution passed three or
four years ago to the effect that some of theiristens — if | remember well, three — should
be associated with the Y.M.C.A. An amendment wawveticand seconded against this
extraordinary resolution, but it got very little gaort. One of the Professors said, as
reported in her Record, that he could not suppoetamendment on account of the fact
that the Assembly had not the light on the subjemtessary to enable her to come to
such a finding as it craved, and that there was emaiugh time at the Assembly’s
disposal to give it full consideration. He then dolhem that the Y.M.C.A. had a
somewhat scriptural constitution (?) when they waeated, but that since then they went
in for playing cards, for dances, and semi-theatnpdays, and that, at that time their chief
representative was co-opted with a Higher CriticAimerica to print a copy of the Bible
on recent Higher Critical lines, probably “a terththe Bible.” Surely this should have
been more than enough light for the Assembly te ¢gie Y.M.C.A. up in despair. But they
did not. The result has been that one of the nensstappointed has now joined the
Y.M.C.A., and left the Free Church. The one | referis Dr Mackay, Lima. This is
exactly what could be expected as a result of tihedvised step taken by the
Assembly of the Free Church as to this case.

Last year a “New Organisation in Scotland” denoreaa“Church Council” has
been set on foot. Its functions and scope are

(1) “Preparation of the statistics of Home Misswork being done, and of the
distribution of non-Christian and non-Protestanpydation;

(2) Provision of uniform dates for national celghmas, etc.” The combination formed
is called “Spirit of Fellowship.” Be it noticed thdHome Mission Work” is one of the
subjects of this fellowship. The Churches combimethis fellowship are represented by “10
from the Church of Scotland, 10 from the U.F. Clyrd from the Free Church, 4 from
the Episcopal Church, 4 from the Congregationalddni4 from the Baptist Union, 2
Wesleyan Methodist, 2 Primitive Methodist, 2 RefednPresbyterian Church.” This is
called “a notable example of the value of co-openain the Church on a national scale.” Let
it be seriously noted that this organisation isnfed for co-operation and fellowship
between all the above Churches, and that the Fieerof has joined them in this
fellowship and co-operation. This has been repanetie “Glasgow Herald,” from which
report the above has been taken.

We have noticed that a Pan-Presbyterian Council vedd last year at Cardiff. It was
composed of representatives from the Episcopal €huthe Union Church of Canada
(which has now no claim to Presbyterianism), then®mformists in England, and the
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and some fromctiginent of Europe. The Free Church
sent one of her Professors there. In his repodrakturning, he expressed satisfaction
with much that he heard and met with at the Courmilt deprecated that some of the
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papers read were of the Higher Critical style. Ntitgtanding, he advised the Free Church
to continue to send a representative to this “comglrate heterogeneous body.”

At the last Communion in Buccleuch Greyfriars’ cogmption in Edinburgh the
minister was assisted during that season by a bhRister, while there were several
ministers of the Free Church near at hand.

Unless we are to act like Lord Nelson at the batifleCopenhagen by placing the
telescope to his blind eye, and by doing so dedl#nat he was not seeing the admiral’s
command to cease firing, we are bound to take cmmtomost serious consideration our
future relation to the Free Church. If that Churbboses to follow her downward courses
by forming alliances with Churches holding unsoundws of the infallibility of the
Bible, and that are drifting towards idolatry angpsrstition, we cannot help it, however
painful we may feel it. But we should not allow selves to be dragged along with her. We
have been in weakness and imperfection, but in seaderity, endeavouring to maintain
our own position hitherto, and we hope, the Lordinyy us grace and strength, to continue
doing soto the end.

In consideration of what is stated above and mudchenthat might be said, a Kirk-
Session in the North required of one of their memsb&ho was in the habit of going to
the Free Church in preference to the F.P. Chursh gt her door, to cease doing so. She
refused to comply, demanded her disjunction cedié, and charged the F.P. Church with
“making flesh of one and fish of another.” She ad us before that a certain member of St
Jude’s congregation had been going there unmole$ted understood that this was the
meaning she attached to the words, making flesdinefand fish of another. When the above
case was brought before our Session, two elders sgpointed to call on that member to
inquire whether it was true that she was in thethafbgoing to the Free Church, and if so,
whether she would cease doing so. She politelysesfuo comply with the Session’s request.
When this was reported to the Session by the tderg] and considered seriously by them, it
was moved, seconded, and agreed to that she bersiexp till she acquiesced in the
Session’s request. It has been reported that t&@dBeexcommunicated her. This must have
arisen from ignorance of Church law, or it mustédavisen from malice. | prefer to place
the former construction upon it. The Session hasg, fiar many reasons expressed in writing
before now, but especially for the reason statemvab made up its mind to hold by this
finding of the Session as regards the members qfuB¢’s congregation, and to deal
impartially with each case as it may arise, so laaghe Free Church will continue on her
downward course. We have heard that $umwe declared our conduct harsh, but we are not
much moved by man’s opinion while we have God’s Was a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path.

| ask you all now — Do you not think that it waglhitime for us to safeguard our
position as a Church or do you think it is our digyallow ourselves to be dragged down to
the very things from which we have separated ir8B189the Free Church? “Choose ye this
day whom ye will serve . . . but as for me and nou$e, we will serve the Lord”
(Joshua 24:15).

Before | stop, | wish to say that on account of fdets that the Free Church has put forth
her utmost efforts since 1900 not to reform herdmif to compel us to unite with her as she
was or is, and also because of parties from withirselves who did their utmost to help
her to accomplish her aim, who have again and agaiered into her communion, not for
her benefit, | am sorry to say, | have had to ecairight through exposing the conduct of
both the Free Church and such as would help héwemefforts to carry our people from
their moorings. The Lord helping me, | will contendoing so, irrespective of the
slanderous tongues of men. The Lord knows thaw&he pleasure in doing so, but | am put
in a position where truth and faithfulness towamd@nd men demand this of me. We have
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to consider not only ourselves in this serious ematiut also our children, so that they will
be put in possession of God’s infallible Word, tvestminster Confession of Faith, the
two Catechisms, the form, worship, government, disgipline of the Church of God in
the world. This is the best legacy parents candeaavheir children. Let this be done, not in
words only, but in practice; for even children cdiscern the difference between
consistency and inconsistency. May the Lord besgpace on our little children, young

people and old to enable them to esteem the rdp@faChrist better than all that this world
can give.
[March 1926]
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