A Sermon.
By the late Rev. RCHIBALD COoOK, Daviot, Inverness-shire.

“Not to me only but unto all them also that lovedggearing.” — 2 Timothy 4:8.

There are not very many who believe the preciosiéshe day of grace. There are
millions to-day in hell that shall be through etgrsaying, “O, if | had another day!” They
would go on their knees to the utmost ends of dréhefor one offer of mercy, and there are
many this day on the earth that will yet have tng “O, if | had one day more of the
means of grace!”

The apostle, after having gone through many sewerdlicts, is now speaking with
victory; “I have fought a good fight, | have finish my course, | have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of regghtsness which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at that day, and not to mg, dnit unto all them also that love his
appearing.” From the day the Lord met with him be way to Damascus until now he had
to set his face to affliction after affliction, temptation after temptation, to trial after trial,
but O, it was he that got the song at last: “Hepcf there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous &uddpall give me at that day;” and
he adds this, and has left it on record for streaging the Church of God to the end
of time, “Not to me only, but unto all them alsatlhove his appearing.”

When we were speaking formerly on these words wevwa would give some marks of
those who “love his appearing,” or the second cgnuhthe Lord. And also, that we would
mention some of the things that shall be manifeste@hrist’'s second coming which shall
make “his appearing” pleasant and precious to Higr€h.

In speaking of the marks of those who “love his egning,” we said that before
one could do so he must have given his consefhitetavay of salvation revealed in the
gospel, must have been persuaded that salvatiomlisin Christ, and must have been
brought to apply to Him like the leper, who saidofd, if thou wilt, thou canst make me
clean.” It was no great faith that was there, hate¢ was a hope, a “who can tell?” Now the
soul that comes to that, we must not, accordinthéoWord of God, say that such a soul
shall be lost, but we have no warrant to say haitiftone comeso furtherhe may yet be in
hell. Again, they that love His appearing, we shiey were concerned to get evidence of
their interest in Christ, and were using the mesrgrace so as to obtain such evidence.
But none shall come to be assured of their intaresthrist until other things are made
empty to them, for as long as a creature has amytim which his heart rests, he will not
concern himself much to find his rest in God.

We shall now take up the second thing proposed atvaelne some of those things
that shall make Christ’s second coming pleasantpaadious to His Church?

I. — There will be given “at that day” a wonderfudvelation of the glory of creation.
All that God did from the beginning of time and fnothe days of eternity, He had it in
His view to glorify Himself in the sight of holy talligent creatures. There is not any
holy creature but has delight in viewing the waok€0d, but we are so blinded by sin that we
can see very little of God in any of His works. Atftus the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures
compares man to the beasts that perish (Psalmra@ye is a mystery of glory in all that
God has created, especially how He has left His atamp on everything that He
created. If we could see the stamp of God on tleldd of grass and on the herbs of the
field, we would feel it difficult to trample on the But, by reason of our spiritual blindness,
we are stout and strong, and can perceive littl&Sod’s glory in creation, yea, can even
abuse His creatures — the common mercies with winiehare surrounded. We read
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that when God had finished the work of creationnimning stars sang together, and all
the sons of God shouted for joy. Why? Because®féhelation God had given of His own
glory thereby. But sin has disordered all the wark&od in the world, so then the creation in
itself is as if corrupted, and so we are told thaaven and earth shall flee from before
the presence of the Lord, that the earth and alt t& therein shall be burnt up when
He appeareth, and this is because sin lies on theheed, when we see the enmity and
ferocity of the irrational creatures one to anothge cannot think it was so from the
beginning, but that the sin of man took effect ¢werh, so that the very brute beasts
witness for God against the sin of man. The migéat sin has brought on the beasts
that perish have a cry against man — the sweatsagits and groans of these creatures
have a voice that God understands and which shetll bying sparks of wrath on
unregenerate man.

Also, there shall be a revelation given “at thay'daf the glory of the state in which
man, the highest creature, was made. Man was made an excellent and wonderful
creature as that we are not able to comprehendetst of that excellency. He was made
in the image of God. There is not a person on Hrénebut that, if he could comprehend the
glory of his original state, he would be ashamedxist. God formed the body of man out of
the dust of the ground, and into that body He bredthe breath of God, and man became
a living soul; and He formed such an intimate angterious connection between body
and soul that, let the soul be absent for one manazen the body becomes as dead and
lifeless as the dust from whence it was made. Bbid of man God formed in His own
image, and the glory of that image shone out thndhg body in a wonderful way. The soul
saw with the eyes of the body, heard with the edrthe body, and the stamp of God
upon the soul so manifested itself through the basiyhat all creation apprehended it and
became subject to man. God took delight in marHiasown workmanship, and as bearing
His own image, and as the channel of communicdieiween God and all creation; and, as
one of the saints said, “God viewed man also ascdieated form which Eternal Wisdom
prepared to take unto Himself.” And this delightmmaturned, he loved the God who gave
him his being, and communed with Him as the fountdiblessedness. Now, something of the
glory of that state, and of the glory due to Gamirfrman in that state, shall be disclosed “at
that day.” Alas, how sin has defaced this glory Bralight dishonour on the creation of God,
so that even the irrational creatures perceivart fail in reverencing man as at the
beginning. Yea, the elements of nature frown up@nnbecause of sin, for were it not
that Christ stood in as the surety of His people,sun itself would withhold its light. Thus
we read that when Christ was enduring the deséfisopeople’s sin, the sun was darkened
— “there was darkness over all the earth” (Luke423. O, man that thy horse and cow
are made subject to thee, it is from the deathlofsCthat proceeds.

Il. — What is implied in man being brought into @mant with God shall be
disclosed “at that day.” How wonderful that the fB Jehovah should come so near the
creature of His hands as to make Himself over to to be his portion and the fountain
of his happiness, and that upon a covenant foumdatVhat foundation was this? Just
obedience to God. God covenanted with man thag dontinued in his present state of love
and obedience, he should enjoy the everlastingufagad fellowship of God. “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and wah thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind.” Now this belonged to mahpsld there be no covenant. It belonged
to man to give obedience to Him who gave him bearg] it belonged to him to love and
reverence God because of the excellency that islim — an excellency capable of
bestowing everlasting blessedness on all His crestiut there was more than this, also, in
the covenant into which God entered with man. Thees not only the promise of
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everlasting life on his continued obedience, bdréhwas added a threatening of death
should he rebel and disobey. “In the day thou édbeseof thou shalt surely die.” Now, it is
here that the nature of sin is truly understoodow lman not only disregarded the favour
and fellowship of God, but how he despised also theeatening of God, and
endangered his eternal happiness for a vile thiogy he brought himself into misery by
shutting himself out through his sin from the falkhip and communion of God; and,
further, how through his sin he lost the capacdy that enjoyment of God’s favour and
fellowship which he formerly had. For God is hdbygt man is now a sinner; God is love, but
man is now enmity; God is light, but man is nowdarkness. What was seen in man being
driven out from God’s presence in the Garden ofri@ad a flaming sword turning every
way to keep the tree of life, but man’s being blaedsfrom the favour and fellowship of God,
and never more capable of obtaining it on the gilcafranything in himself, yea, justly liable
to eternal death. O, what a view the saints will“gé that day” of the state into which sin
brought all creatures, the distance from God tocthii banished them, and that not only
on account of its guilt but also on account of ptdlution. They will see, as they never
could see in this world, how they were defiled dmathsome, cast out like an infant in its
blood in the open field, with no eye to pity it and hand to help it. No, not in all the
creation of God is there anything that can helpsa $inner, but everything in the universe
has this voice to a sinner — “No help for thee ia.MmAnd, when this shall be opened up
“at that day,” will there not be a song from theleemed that shall exalt free grace
throughout eternity? And you that desire to be lyajgp ever, see that you be brought to
understand something of this in time.

lIl. — The nature of the mystery of God’s electiloye shall be disclosed “at that
day.” The Scriptures reveal to us that there i©1sucthing as the decrees of God, such a
thing as election, but it is very little we can ceive of such a thing in this world. We read of
elect angels also. What can we understand of Bwat?he sovereignty and the omniscience
of God shall “at that day” be revealed in a wondkrfay. It shall then be seen that the
election of all those that are saved was from #terthat there was nothing in the world but
was the opening of the womb of God’s eternal pugpes‘the womb of the morning.”
God foresaw from eternity man lying in sin. Eveny sf every creature was exposed to His
omniscience. Nothing is new with God. You thereangr — a hard rock — you were thus
in His view from eternity, and the sovereignty add3 dealing with sinners shall come to
light “at that day;” how He took one from this gtearand another from that, how He took
some in one generation and some in another, in waonc by whose salvation all the
attributes of His Divine majesty should be gloufi¢-or, had God left all to perish because of
sin, the excellency of the state in which man wasted would never be perceived; and, on
the other hand, if all men were saved, that woe emless misery which is the fruit and
desert of sin would not be known; but, oh, the siglat shall be given “at that day” of the
sovereign, free, and undeserved love and mercyoof, @s a fountain the depths of which
shall not be fathomed throughout eternity. “O,"yttshall say, “what moved God to this?”
“What moved Him to compassionate me?” “Was thergtlaimg in me to draw forth His
love more than in those who are justly in the plaiceoe?” May not a soul see, as it were,
his own ghost in the spirits now in hell, and sa$3; | was once living in the sins that
took these there; what saved me? Just the free dodemercy that is in God.” And they
shall see what end God had in view towards thethemr salvation, that He would save them
from sin and make them holy as He is holy. He nasie them not only freed from misery,
but conformed to His own holy image which they logtsin, and made meet for communion
with Himself through eternity. Jehovah, who is tfmuntain of all blessedness and
happiness, is infinitely holy, and all creatureattbhall be perfectly and eternally happy must
be perfectly and completely holy, for it is the&ig unholy that is the cause of all the misery
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and wretchedness of sinners. Hast thou the toothasihner? Thou hast cause to fear that
it is but the earnest of an everlasting sting —ehenest of “the worm that dieth not,
and the fire that shall never be quenched.” But Gaxing purposed to save His people
from sin and misery, and to make them perfectly fordever holy and happy, His infinite
wisdom devised a way whereby this should be browdpaut, and this leads us to mention
another mystery that shall be disclosed “at thatdand which is —

IV. — The mystery of godliness, God manifest in flesh. “Great is the mystery of
godliness, God was manifest in the flesh.” In thierld God’s children assent to that
mystery by faith, and they also get the benefasvithg from it, but oh, the sight they shall
get of it “at that day,” when they shall see alétlove, and grace, and wisdom, and
power, and holiness, and justice, and truth that iSod, getting a resting-place in Christ
as the Mediator, and flowing out to them throughtttvonderful channel. We learn from
Scripture that there are three Persons in the Gadllmého are one in nature and equal in
power and glory. Now, it shall be disclosed “atttay” that the Second Person of this
glorious Trinity undertook the salvation of immdr&souls, and for this cause He who
was immortality became mortal, He who was eterrbgcame “a child born,” He who
was “God over all, blessed for ever,” became “a marsorrows and acquainted with
grief;” yea, the God against whom man had sinned, &whose holy displeasure man had
awakened, freely and willingly condescended, ndy tmdeliver man from his lost condition,
but condescended to deliver him in the only wawlrch he could be delivered, which was by
His own humiliation. “God sent forth his Son madeaowoman, made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the law.” The Soo@d became bone of our bone and
flesh of our flesh, and took upon Himself alsoth# infirmities of our nature without sin. He
was hungry, thirsty, wearied, and grieved. The HOlye was for the space of thirty years in
the world, hidden, as it were, from man’s viewhdss pleased the Holy Spirit to draw a veil over
those years, but they shall be opened up and nstede'at that day” — what He learned
of obedience in those years, what He suffered dvgeimong sinners in those years, how
He grew up despised and dis-esteemed, for we #&dethat His own brethren did not
believe in Him. Moreover, it shall be disclosed that day” how, when He came forth
on His public ministry, what “contradiction of siars” He endured, how He was
oppressed and afflicted until at length He wasategié and set at nought, and condemned
to be crucified. And it shall be seen how the hafidsod was in all this, how He was
“wounded for his people’s transgressions and bduigetheir iniquities, how the chastisement
of their peace was upon him, and by his stripey there healed.” He went forward to
suffering, to shame, to agony, to death, and tl&eyrbecause without shedding of blood
there could be no remission, because the pardolowg of God could not reach His
children except the sentence passed upon therarsgjtessors be righteously removed. And so
He delivered Himself for our offences, and waseadiagain for our justification. Yes, the
death of Christ, and the merit that was in His Hegiuts the saints in possession of
everything that they shall be enjoying throughdw ages of eternity, and so their song
shall be — “Thou wast slain and hast redeemed WSad by thy blood.” You that have
ever got a taste of this love, it is no wonder whwuld desire “his appearing.”

Also, in taking the human nature to Himself, andtaking His people’s sins upon
Himself, the Saviour constituted between Himselfl ahem an intimate and mysterious
union, which He speaks of as that between the aimgk the branches, between the head
and the other members of the body. Federally & tmion of person that is in it, and
also a union of nature — a union that takes pladoervthey are brought to believe in Him
for the forgiveness of sins — a union by which IHghteousness is made theirs as their
sins were made His. Christ is now in glory and pla®r people are on the earth, yet there
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is a close, a spiritual, a living union between Hand them, His Spirit, as the fruit of His
death and intercession, coming to them and fornting union and sustaining it in
them by faith till He brings them to be with Him arfe He is. O you, professor, that know
nothing of union to Christ and fellowship with Hiripu are no better than a wooden leg
destitute of the life of the body! But you that leagot, through union to Christ, a drop of
the love of God going through your soul, you skatldrink of the ocean of divine love to your
everlasting satisfaction! “That the love wherewitiou hast loved me,” Christ says, “may
be in them and | in them.”

V. — Another matter that shall be disclosed to Gogdeople “at that day” is the
providences that they were meeting with in the @Wpdnd the mysteries connected with
these. Many a providence that was not only darknyggterious they met with, but all shall
be made plain “at that day,” so that they shall ehdw say, “ He made all things very
good.” Indeed, they shall see that were thingsrate, they would still be very good, but as
they were, they were working together for theirragting good. God has in His providence
appointed the way and method by which He is pledsattal with any soul. And when
He is coming to arrest a sinner in his career, Heses that sinner to know that he is
away from God, and that there are means revealedigfn which he may return to Him,
and that these means he must use if he wishesddGod. Also, the sinner sees that if he
continues as he is, and neglects or abuses thesroéaeeking after God, it shall end in his
eternal separation from Him. And so he begins te e means — to read the Bible, to
pray, and to attend public worship. Thus the Loothdurs His own appointed means. But
the sinner does not usually find in the means Wwkeatxpected, for God has it in His purpose
to teach him that not of himself can he find, euethe means, that which his soul needs, so
he is left to weary himself with his own endeavaiilithe come as a poor helpless creature to
the feet of divine grace, confessing his conditiang asking for free sovereign mercy. It
is the work of the Holy Spirit now to make knownth@ poor suppliant the way of salvation
by Jesus Christ and through His mediation. Freeeyra the Third Person of the Godhead
moves Him to this, so He is called the Spirit odag. The Spirit reveals Christ as the
alone Saviour of sinners, and fixes the eye ofsimdl on Him for salvation. The light of
nature cannot do this. The light of nature andeaspn cannot bring a sinner so to see Christ
in the glory of His person and of His grace as thatwill venture all upon Him for
time and eternity. This is the work of the Spirit®od. Now, in making known Christ and
His salvation, although in one sense His childrikrget the same teaching, yet in another
sense they are not all led by the same steps. Smnhen youth tokens of the Spirit
manifesting the Saviour within, and giving themaate of His love, so that they can say in
looking back, what the apostle said, “I know in whd have believed.” Others get not so
clear a persuasion of Christ as the Saviour, aratestiarassed with doubts and fears, being all
their life subject to bondage. The Lord is sovandigthis. We read of “weak hands and
feeble knees,” and although it is not to their corhfto be in this state, yet if their
expectation is only upon God for their deliveraribey are as safe as those who are getting
freer access to the fountain of love. Again, theme some of God’s children, and no sooner
do they get a little consolation in the Word of God in secret prayer, but there is
something connected with their earthly state tbasrthem of it. Perhaps a cross in their
lot, perhaps a temptation from the world, perhapsstin their nature. Thus it is that infinite
wisdom keeps them low, keeps them down so that dheyeady to lose hope, and say with
Rebecca, “If it be so, why am | thus?” And theyl W& looking on this as tokens of God’s
anger against them for, perhaps, their old sinsvBiatever be the cause, if it keeps them
of broken spirit and tender and watchful, the Laill yet get glory from them in bringing
them through, should they go broken and bruisedtares from day to day. Also, some of
God’s children are kept poor in the world, livingpfn hand to mouth, and others may have
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much worldly comfort. Some may be kept so emptytreet there was nothing that they
looked for satisfaction from, but a worm was at tle®t turning it into a cross. And
those that have abundance of this world will fifcttto be so, as sure as the poorest
creature, for if they are the Lord’s children, Heush make the world become a
wilderness to them. Yes, my friends, the carnallevevas appointed by the Lord from
eternity to be a trial to a gracious soul, yea,dbeils themselves were appointed for the trial
of every creature in whom the life of God is. Bett & spark of the love of Christ be seen in
thus weaning His children from the love of the woind fitting them for the enjoyment of
Himself, and their murmuring against His providesedall be put to silence, and O, will it
not be precious at the end of the journey to bes dblsay, “I have fought the good
fight, | have finished my course, | have kept theH; henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righedudge, shall give me at that day?”

VI. Another thing that shall be disclosed “at thddy” is how the people of God
were exercised undethese providences, how the Lord was dispensinghtamt grace
according to their need. The Saviour, when He wabke world, Himself went through these
dark steps. He obtained a fellow-feeling with Hidldren in all their afflictions, and out of the
fountain of that fellow-feeling He lets out drogscompassion towards them, and these drops
of compassion, coming to them as the fruit of Hn®ufferings, are very precious. The
gracious soul must be broken from the love of amg bruised because of sin, and the
Lord sends crosses and chastisements on him feetid. The Lord may let loose one sin
on a creature to break the power of another sie, temptation to weaken the strength of
another temptation. And O, when it shall be diseldsat that day,” how He thus kept
them from destroying themselves, how He thus kdéint poor and needy at His own
feet, how He thus kept them from utterly grievinggag His Holy Spirit by their
transgressions, yea, how He kept them from bringhegmselves to eternal perdition, O,
how they will be lost in praising Him! And also hathhey were exercised under their
afflictions shall be brought to light, that althdu¢ghe stroke was often sharp and severe,
yet that they endured it with submission, justifyithe Lord and taking shame to
themselves, yea, they were brought to say, “Headidhings well.” Was it well when
He took the world from thee? Yes, it was well. Wawell when He took thy child from
thee? Yes, it was well. Was it well when He laidsHiand upon thy body and took thy
health from thee? Yes, it was well. But what whea \Wthdrew His presence from thy
soul, and left thee weeping over a hard heartraipbnature, and a proud spirit, was it well
then? Yes, it was well, for He was in all thesadgsi fulfilling His own word. “I will bring
the third part through the fire and will purge thaw silver is purged, and try them as
gold is tried, they shall call on my name, and llvinear them, | will say, It is my
people, and they shall say, The Lord is my God.eréfore all that meets them is
working for their good emptying them of themselvesid of all created things, and
bringing them nearer to Christ to live only on Hiamd on His fulness. Yes, my
friends, there shall be disclosed “at that day” aoly all the troubles and trials that met
them in this world, but also the way in which theydured these — the faith, the hope,
the patience, the submission which they were edablexercise under their trials. And when
these graces of the Spirit, dwelling in them buewfhidden in this world under the clouds of
sin and sorrow, shall be made manifest, all hearah earth shall put their Amen to the
sentence of the righteous Judge, that they geeggiss of the crown. And, on the other
hand, when the enmity to God and to His people tisain the heart of the
ungodly shall be opened up “at that day,” and wtteir hidden things of darkness are
brought to light, all heaven and earth shall sayeinio the sentence of the righteous
Judge, when He shall say “Depart from me.” O, ybattare haters of God’s poor
people, such is their union to Christ that when goaw a sigh from one of them you are in
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danger of drawing a sigh from the heart of God, ah@&dding a drop of wrath to your
own cup. Man or devil is not capable of touchinggracious soul to their hurt without
touching God Himself. Better to have all the powarBritain pursuing thee than to have
a poor child of God complaining against thee aheome of grace to his Father in
heaven.

Lastly, to conclude, let us all remember that tkisiot our dwelling-place. You, poor
believer, the nearer you are to the end of youmiey, the nearer you are to your everlasting
happiness. Follow on, get the love of sin mortifiedy to the Lord for repentance, for self-
denial, for a broken spirit, and eternity will bkeng enough for God to wipe away all tears
from your eyes. Be not content without finding GhitHimself in the Word, in the means of
grace, and in His providences toward you, for a manof His fellowship is the earnest
of your enjoying His love throughout the endlesesagf eternity.

And oh, sinner, you that are taken up wholly witle things of time, when the grim
messenger death lays his hand on you, your dolefylshall be — “Hast thou found
me, O mine enemy?” You are now wholly taken up altbe things of the body, but what
comfort shall these afford you in the world of #gpito which you are hastening? You are
now wholly taken up with the things of the worlditthow will you feel when you see it in
flaming fire about you? These are awful words —rf{Semember that thou in thy lifetime
receivedst good things, and Lazarus evil thingd, haw he is comforted and thou art
tormented.” Yes, perhaps just when you have setitedh to reap the fruit of your toil in the
world, when your nest is warm, then you are summdnean undone eternity. O eternity,
eternity, when millions of years shall have pasgedlill be still the same. Now, although you
as a sinner are not capable of changing your ovur@ayet under the Gospel you have as
much light as to see that there is sin cleavingadie, which, as a reasonable creature, you
ought to abandon, and it is as a reasonable cee&ad deals with you. Therefore, cry to
Him for grace, to enable you to begin to war with and to flee to Christ for salvation. And
you, hypocrite, that are living in known sin, anet keeping family worship, you are only
mocking your own soul. Yes, you that are harboukingwn sin and yet following the means
of grace, you will not, while in that state, exparce the Divine power in the means,
should you follow them to the day of your death.d®, not trifle with sin. Be sure your sin
will find you out, and, if you do not forsake it,will find you out in the depths of hell and be
a sting in your soul, calling down upon you thergasting wrath of God! O be wise, and do
not sell a happy eternity for a vile thing. Be wiaad turn from sin unto God, for the
wise shall shine as the sun, and as the brightnéske firmament in their Father’s

kingdom for ever and ever. — Amen.
[May 1898]

A Sermon.
By ANDREW GRAY, Glasgow.

“For | am the Lord, | change not; therefore yeassoihJacob are not consumed” — Malachi 3:6.

It is an unchangeable and irrevocable statute af/ée, that cannot be recalled, that as
long as we are here below in the land of our eki#ng strangers from our Father’'s house, we
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must live by faith and not by sight. Therefore wasnsubmit unto these dark discoveries
of those things that we have that are most pre@andsexcellent, until that day shall be when
faith, that is the evidence of things not seen]l sweetly be changed into an immediate
beholding of them. And O what a blessed day shali be, when faith and hope shall both
cease and give way to sight, when these two cdrdraaes shall go to take their leave of us,
and sense shall go in, and we then shall eterrslgice ourselves in beholding of Him
that is now invisible, and sense shall solacefitisethese sweet fruits and trophies of the
victory of faith and hope! O the infinite satisfemt and joy these have, that have their
dwelling there! Such new wine as they drink of mumst be put into such old bottles as we
are, else we would burst asunder. But new wine rbagbut into new bottles, that both of
them may be preserved. And if He would condescentigw by a lap of that veil wherewith
He is now covered from our eyes, and that He shool appear in the glory of His
unspeakable majesty, we should all fall dead atfé#$, and there should no more strength
remain with us. It were a question difficult to eehine, whether the most pleasant
manifestations that God can give of Himself to lwn whilst they are below should
provoke more joy than reverence, and more fear tlegricing? And sure we are, fear of
Him who is that unchangeable majesty is more slgitbdr us whilst we are here than to
rejoice and be glad. O that unsuitableness we rder)which renders us so incapable,
were once removed and taken out of the way, andfaveever advanced to that
unspeakable dignity as to see Him as He is! We sagtby the way, O what is that one
word, to see God as He is!

We must delay the exposition of it until we have gossession of it. There is more, no
doubt, in that word than angels can make languégk these of the higher house were
commanded to write a commentary on this one proniiBkat we shall see God as he
is,” they might close all their expositions of @ tis in this, “Come and see,” He can best
resolve you Himself. Now all that we have been fergnspeaking of God and of His blessed
attributes, which is the main scope and design Htateast we ought to propose in
speaking of so divine and profound a name, isythatmight be once persuaded to study and
exalt Him, before whom all the inhabitants of therld are reputed as nothing, and who
rules in the kingdom of men, were many of us, bitteth from among men unto beasts, till
seven times pass over us, and we made to acknowl&dgl to be the Most High, we
might acknowledge His justice and show forth Higige, which is the supreme end why we
had a being. But there are many among us thatogo dur being, before that we get to know
why we had a being. God has given us immortal s@mnd made us wiser than the beasts of
the field, but there is not one among a thousaattdkes up his dignity, and he may take
up his lamentation, man being in honour and knowteibt, is like the beasts that perish.

That which we now shall speak of is that gloriomsl ancomparable attribute of His
unchangeableness — a subject more fit for angetpéak of than men — and it is clear
in these words, “I am the Lord, | change not.” Ide¢hat everlasting Rock of Ages, that
though all things here below should stagger tofemds a drunken man, yet He remains the
same, to-day, yesterday, and for ever, with whoerdhs no variableness nor shadow
of change. Changeableness is the note of all thirege below, but He takes here to
Himself a more excellent name, and who can deltetewhich He hath spoken? Though
the sun should not give light by day, nor the maod stars by night, and the sea should
pass its bounds, yet He is that immutable and umgpdable Being with whom there is no
changeableness. O what can changeable man sp#akwichangeable being of God? No
doubt, were our spirits under a more divine impm@ssof this attribute — the
unchangeableness of God — we might speak to yoh wmibre advantage, and you
might likewise hear with more rejoicing. But if éaof you that are here were posed
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with this question, Who of you have your spiritsden an impression of this attribute of
God’s unchangeableness? we think there should Wweofenone found to give a positive
answer to this question. That which proceeds froenhteart affects the man most, and if we
did speak, because we knew such, we might ofteskdpss and wonder more. O to be much
taken up in a divine reflection and meditation uptms glorious attribute, the
unchangeableness of God, which is that pillar gfehto which our faith must lean when
sense is lost, and we ready to draw that conclugiahour spots are not like the spots of
His people. And likewise, there is none of the afrom which we can expect help, neither
would they answer us though we should call upomth&hen we must solace ourselves
quietly upon this Rock; often we stir Him up and keaHim before He please. But He is
willing, and often passes an act of oblivion of@lr former offences, and does condescend
to drown all the differences betwixt Him and ughat immense love of His good will. Were
God as changeable as we are, how soon should veelgiébf divorcement in our hands, and
we should soon dote on other lovers, but when we lhast our grips and let them go these
everlasting arms of His do take us up. There isiachangeableness in His decrees that
cannot be altered, as it is spoken of the lawhefMedes and Persians; that love of His
admits of no period. He doth so graciously condedc® His own, that when they have
been playing the harlot with many lovers, yet Hixlangeable love doth embrace them —
“Return unto me, O Israel!” O such a blessed adogptyet “return unto me, O
Israel!” And such sometimes have been forced tooaty “I am not worthy to be called thy
son,” &c. And some have supposed when their présmors have been cast open, and when
their chains have fallen off their feet, they haupposed with themselves that they had seen a
vision; and others, when they were loosed fromrthaptivity, they have been as men that
dreamed. O when that challenge shall be proposedistothat are like a barren
wilderness in all these things that He doth to ween He shall pose us with that
guestion — “For which of these good works that Véhalone to you, do you take up
stones against me?” We may confess and give Hitridemony, when we are at ourselves
and have wronged Him, as that word — Luke 15:16,TAnd he would fain have filled
his belly with the husks that the swine did eat] ao man gave unto him. And when he
came to himself, he said, how many hired servantsydather’s have bread enough and to
spare, and | perish with hunger?” It is more for advantage to remain with Him than to
go elsewhere. When He hath been desiring us tarretue have wearied ourselves in
pursuing after our idols, and filled ourselves wife until the morning, and with delight until
the dawning of the day.

Now, for clearing more of this attribute we woulbdtter for the quality of it, cut off much
of the quantity of our discourse about it, that meenot rash with our mouths in the hasty
uttering of words. By the multitude of words, a fevoice is known. When we do seriously
reflect on the unchangeableness of God, that Hauch an One, notwithstanding of all
His infinite works and varieties of dispensatiohattcomes from Him, yet He remains
unchangeable. All things remain in a circuit ofrgeiand not being, and even such things,
when they have a being, remain unchangeable. N@pdak of His unchangeableness, it is so
held forth that He is void of all variableness amdruptness, and that He in His blessed
purpose of His goodwill is void of any shadow ofingeableness; He is unchangeable in
His essence, in respect of this, that He is voicod cannot be subject to corruption.
The eternity of God doth sufficiently prove His hgj that it is impossible for Him not to be,
that though all things should not be, yet He ishi® fore. He takes to Himself that glorious
attribute, first and last; He, taking to Himselftimat glorious essence, that He is void of
all alteration and infinitely perfect, proves scifintly His being both sufficient and all-
sufficient. Wherein can a man be profitable to Gdt®ther can His perfection be found
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out. He is likewise infinite in His omnipotency; nmower can be added to Him nor
taken away from Him. He is likewise infinite in Hisxderstanding and knowledge; all
things are known unto Him from the beginning of thwerld, He having a most
comprehensive and distinct knowledge of all thingsd having also a most perfect and
sure knowledge without all reach of error. For thekings that occasion error are
altogether removed from Him. He is so infinite inderstanding that all things that
are, or have been, or shall be, or may be, areaayg & Him as these things that are
most obvious to, or comprehensive by, us. He ieWke unchangeable in His
love — John 13:1 — “Whom he loves, he loves unte #&nd.” We often, through
our misconstructions, think that He stands stillewhHe is going, like passengers of a
ship under sail think the land moving and they atending still. He cannot come
short of ability. There is a sweet harmony of Godixhangeableness, in His willing
and doing; there is an incapacity of compulsionstag Him to act. There are some
expressions held forth, as that — Genesis 6:6 +éfgented the Lord that he had
made man.” So in 1 Samuel 15:35 — “And the Lordemied that he had made
Saul king over Israel.” That doth not contradicisthbeing spoken after the manner
of man, as likewise these expressions held out iis Hreach of promise -
Numbers 14:34 — “Ye shall know my breach of promiidgut these promises are
only conditional, not absolute; they rather speékhe difference of the several ways
He works, but they do not hold forth any changeabks in Him nor of His eternal
purposes. We are persuaded these are either tddeglanews or the saddest that ever
were proclaimed in your ears — that God is unchabtg these are like good news
from a far country, or as cold waters to a thirstyl. If it were possible that one of
these who are reserved to the day of the Lord’sgesn these everlasting chains were
to give their verdict of this attribute of the urigeableness of God, no doubt they
might conduce much to move us to set our seal thgiee being unchangeable in the
exercise of His justice towards them. If their aajppy were to endure as long as there
are pickles of sand by the sea shore, they woulddree way therein comforted,
but it is their eternal misery that there is no édp be freed from that everlasting
darkness, but when they have spent many milliongeafrs in that pit of darkness they
may say, and cry out, “This is but the beginningoof sorrows.” Now, if that were
believed, that God is unchangeable, we would beingaknore progression, flying
from the wrath to come. It is uncertain to manyyolu how soon you may come to a
close of your time, and be made to hearken to ¢latlasting sentence, than ye would
take this warning: God is commanding you, that tjoes The gates of the new
Jerusalem are standing open, that ye would fleestino, lest the avenger of blood
overtake you; and who can stand before Him, if okkeebe angry, who makes the
mountains to melt at His presence, and who at thieevof His word makes all the
pillars of the earth to tremble? We are like togbdhat sleep upon the top of a mast,
we are not afraid of that wrath that shall seizeairthem that obey not the Gospel. And
those who are begotten unto a lively hope, throtigh resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Are not these good news unto them, thatiebe long they shall pass into an
unchangeableness of life, that these who are takenow before the throne are in the
enjoyment of Him which they longed so much afteterRity does not produce the
losing of their enjoyment. That is the diamond thlaines most brightly in their crown,
that He is unchangeable. When shall the one andtywear of our age come, and that
our minority shall pass, and that we may be capé&eito enter into the actual possession
of these things that our blessed Lord Jesus istakifng possession of in our name? This
is matter of consolation, that though the forty neeae are to spend in this wilderness
should be spent in heaviness, yet that we mayaejoi the hope that is set before us,
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that we shall no more hang our harps on the willes, for being in a strange land. O
what a glorious appearance shall that be, whemnh&lée that are given to our blessed
Lord from all eternity shall be brought to Him withiment of needlework! where, then,

the blessed difference betwixt Him and us shaladieappear. Surely it is held forth

in that word — Revelation 19:12 — “His eyes wereada$ame of fire, and on his head

were many crowns.” Many crowns shall be on His heaad only one crown shall be

on our head.

Now, we shall point a little at these advantagest th Christian may have in this
consideration, that God is unchangeable. Thereme ralmost of all the attributes of God
that conduces so much for a Christian’s satisfactamd for establishing that full assurance
of hope, as this of unchangeableness does.

The first advantage that we have by the considerati God’s unchangeableness is
this — it is an excellent way to keep the gracéweé growing in the Christian, for when
a Christian attains to the divine impression o ttihat God loveth him and that His love is
unchangeable, then the grace of love in the Clamsis made to grow stronger. But
as long as we conceive there is a possibility @bability for Him to change, love
cannot be strong. Then the Christian attains togheah thereof which many waters cannot
guench. We cannot attain unto that pitch of lovéiluonce we get this believed, that
God is unchangeable. We confess that a Christitter he hath attained unto the solid
persuasion of this — that his beloved is his, aredi® His — yet it is much to
persuade them that that which they have once adashall never be losed. We confess
these many debates and questions, after we havwedéie salvation of the Lord and
after we have passed from death to life, makesass from the first commandment” —
“To love the Lord with all our heart, with all ospul, strength, and mind,” &c. Then doth
it produce much misbelief, the debating of God’shangeableness. Neither would we
have you to take advantage by this of more libeidyyourselves. Be not high
minded, but fear; thou bears not the root, butrbet thee. Paul giveth this direction
for proving their election and assurance of theterest in Christ, the study and blessed
pursuit of holiness — 2 Timothy 2:19 — “Neverthedase foundation of God standeth
sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them thra his.” And then ye have this
word added, “Let every one that nameth the nam€lofst depart from iniquity.”
The not knowing what shall be the end of our wadkimakes us many days to walk
under a cloud.

The second advantage that we have by the consate@tGod’s unchangeableness is
this — it is an immutable and irresistible way teeb life in the exercise of faith. And
we have these four things observable irFitst. As in the exercise of faith, when He
doth exercise us with some strange and extraorgimBspensation, in a manner
calling all our terrors about us, as in a solemseasbly, and that He doth wound us
with the wounds of an enemy; then we with Gideoy aut, “If the Lord were with
us, how could all this evil befall us?” There is ohuconsistency in these two, His
love and His dispensations. If we were much inféiil of His unchangeableness we might
see much of His love in such a stroke. And havihg faith of His doing all
things well, we might see it much for our advantagwen the difficultest of
dispensations. We confess this is a difficulty these that call in question their
interest in Him. Second Another thing herein observable is, when God i H
unsearchable wisdom doth wrap up Himself so that ave not admitted to have
access to Him, but are constrained to walk withthg sight of the King in His
beauty. There are many here, no doubt, might sal wsther — Esther 4:11 — “It is
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thirty days since we did behold the king.” Yea, masf us might cry out with
Absalom — 2 Samuel 14:28 — “l have been these teary in Jerusalem and have
not beheld the king’'s face.” This makes us callguestion our interest, whereas the
faith of His unchangeableness would remove muchhdf; that though He seem to
frown yet He is unchangeable, and though He seenwitbdraw yet He still
beholdeth us. Thehird thing is the faith of His unchangeableness, woulakenus
say — “My beloved shall yet return, | will yet rege in the hope of the God of my
salvation.” He shall yet come over the mountainaagoung hind, He will be for a
door of hope to us notwithstanding of our distarfoem Him, and our faith is
strengthened in His unchangeableness when we heee ¢oing abroad after so many
lovers and forsaken Him who was the guide of ouuthip and making a diligent
enquiry after our idols, making us oft to call imegtion our hope and interest, and
to say that there is such a woeful inconsistenayben our walk and hope that it
makes us call in question our reality. This is sga — a doubt that we are made to
call in question our interest, whereas the faithHb§ unchangeableness would be
advantageous to us, that notwithstanding of all efiences He is still unchangeable.
O for the faith to believe that God cannot, nor Iwibt, change His immutable
purposes. It is contrary to human reason that Haulkhbe angry, so as not to change
His love, but surely we may say this is not aftee tmanner of man, though we
confess many such things as those have been with. Hihe fourth thing in the
exercise of faith which is strengthened in His wardeableness is the entertaining of the
motions of His spirit, and should make us come miéthese debates and reasonings
whereby we quench His spirit — whereby we are sleafdo the day of redemption — and
do all that lies in us to break ourselves. Thesamynaoeful interruptions whereby we
have resisted His spirit have so weakened our hbpe it makes us often to draw that
conclusion, so to say that there is no more sawifior sin. And if our misbelief
ascend not to so high a pitch, yet we sit downhassé that have no hope, because
that after we have tasted of the powers of heawawl, have crucified Christ afresh
and put Him to open shame, therefore there is a ety for having access to Him.

| confess, a Christian having his faith thus braugkhould not only be under the
apprehensions of the unchangeableness of God’s lmvelikewise of the freeness of
His love, and therefore we should take us to tifisye can say no more — To study
to give glory to God, and to hope against hope, dnde perish, let our ruin be
under His hand.

The third advantage that we have by the considemadf God’s unchangeableness
is this — the attaining to much divine patience anldmission under all the sad dispensations,
even though in opposition to all that may befallhese. The unchangeableness of God
may make us to weep under these things, as thoughvept not. What though all
things should contradict us, and though our acqiaaices and friends should flee
away from us and not behold us. O what divine simi@ds there in this, “That God
is unchangeable” (Psalm 40:47).dim poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon
me.” One thought of God towards us showing fortimegelf, that He is unchangeable,
may richly make up all our advantages that are iwgius while we are here below.
If the most excellent choices we have hereaway lshbea taken from us, yet this is
our advantage, that He cannot be taken away, foisHeithout the reach of being
spoiled by the creature. This may make us to ba holy neutrality and indifferency
of all other things, getting once this one thingaapoint, that we may subscribe a
blank and put it in His hands, and let Him fill ipp as He will for those other
things, only seek to be at a point of your beinghed of Him.
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The fourth advantage that we have by the consideratof God’s
unchangeableness is — we come to the distinct psersn of the incoming of our
elder sister, the Jews — Romans 11:29 — “The giftd callings of God are without
repentance.” Though your bones should be scattasedbout the grave’s mouth, yet
there is hope of their reviving. Folks cannot atten any persuasion of themselves without
the faith of His unchangeableness, that that whingy attain unto be committed to Him,
knowing in whom they have believed.

The fifth advantage that we have by the considenadif God’s unchangeableness is —
the mortification of all these things here belofv.wle were much in beholding His
unchangeableness, when we behold things hereresdana and He alone permanent, O how
might we be necessitate to be crucified to a warld to be pressing on towards Him! O
what a pitch of mortification to a world, have somm to by the faith of this, that He is
unchangeable! All these vanishing things are magiekty to flee away. David saith, in
Psalm 39:6, “Man walketh in a vain show: they aisgdieted in vain.” That which makes
him attain to such a length is the divine appreimensf the unchangeableness of God. In
the seventh verse of that Psalm — “And now, Lordhatvwait | for? my hope is in
thee” — there he solaces himself in God, afterdtethken a look of the vanity of all things
beside him.

The sixth advantage that we have by the consideraif God’s unchangeableness is
this — much joy and satisfaction, as is clear fidebrews 6:18, where the immutability
of the counsel of God is brought in, to make theshef God to have strong consolation.
We are exceeding short of our talk when we areajuhe exercise of this attribute of
God. O but believers might be without the reachthafse things that trouble them by the
meditation of His unchangeableness! When we mightgbing up to the top of Mount
Pisgah and beholding the promised land, and t@gehope and satisfaction of these things
more in fruition, no doubt our misbelief of this kea us walk much in heaviness. The most part
of Christians’ time is spent in seeking the probftleeir interest: | do not condemn their
work, but it were a compendious way to study hifjsghether for shunning of sin and
offences, or walking near unto Him. This is a pariconformity to God, to be exercising
holiness, and for restraining of sins, to be indbesideration of His justice and omnipotency.
We confess this is a depth, but it is such a dgstla lamb may wade. Here is matter
for search and admiration.

Now, to this unchangeable God be everlasting praisdd without end. — Amen.
[June 1898]

A Sermon.
By Rev.JAMES S.SINCLAIR, John Knox’s, Glasgow.
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great saia&t — Hebrew®:3.

The apostle in the opening chapter of this epmtiats out that the same God who spoke
in ancient times unto the fathers by the prophath in these last days spoken unto us by His
Son. He then proceeds in the majestic languagbeobbok of Psalms to enlarge upon the
divine glory and mediatorial sovereignty of the SxrGod. This glorious person is infinitely
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exalted above men and angels, and is destinedgo vatil all His enemies are made His
footstool. After giving expression to these loftiews concerning the dignity and glory of
Christ as the Messenger of the Covenant, he itolegeak of the responsibility of those who
were privileged to hear the Word of God from Chsidips or the lips of His servants.
“Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest hedte things which we have heard, lest at
any time we let them slip.” And he impresses thigation with a powerful argument. “For

if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, andydvansgression and disobedience received
a just recompence of reward, how shall we esc@pes neglect so great salvation.” That is
to say — If the word spoken by the instrumentatiftyangels in former ages failed not of
fulfilment, and every act of disobedience to tharavreceived in due time just punishment,
how shall we, who have heard the word spoken byStwe of God, the King of angels,
possibly escape deserved judgment if we neglegrsat salvation? These are the weighty
considerations which the apostle by the Holy Ginese presents to the Hebrews, and such
are the considerations which require to be impesg®n all who hear the gospel to the end
of time. In speaking on these words for a little shall, in dependence on the Spirit of God,
direct attention to: —

I. The great salvation.
Il. The neglect of it.
[ll. The warning here given to all neglectors.

l. Let us consider the great salvation.

Salvation is the central theme of the gospel messagjvation is the great need of man’s
soul. Man in his present condition is far from Blegness. The Scriptures tell us he was
created a holy and happy being, who continued fioma in the favour and converse of his
Creator, but eventually fell from that high esthiesin. He incurred the righteous curse of
God, exposed himself to all the miseries of thisspnt life, and to the pains of hell in the life
to come. He is now manifestly in a wretched conditiand it is to proclaim a salvation
adequate to meet his case that the gospel of Ctassbeen sent forth into the world. Not that
all men who hear the gospel will inevitably be shbg it, for multitudes, to whom it comes,
with amazing blindness reject it against themseldevertheless, God in His eternal purpose
has determined that it shall be the means of sawviogmpany which no man can number, a
company that shall be made willing in the day o power. The gospel shall not fail until all
the elect of God are gathered in from the northflsoeast, and west, and are made partakers
of the great salvation procured for them by JedussC

We now proceed to point out some of the things #dtibit the greatness of this
salvation: —

1. The greatness of the Saviour who procured it.

(1) Observe His divine greatness. He is infinitekalted above all created beings; He is
the Son of God; He is co-equal and co-substaniidl the Father and the Holy Ghost in the
undivided Godhead; in one word, He is God. The égpabvells at large upon this glorious
truth in the preceding chapter. He tells us that$on is the heir of all things, the creator of
the worlds, the brightness of God’s glory, the esgrimage of His essence, and the upholder
of all things. He was once in this world purgingaawthe sins of His people. He is now at the
right hand of the majesty on high. The apostle egidteveral passages from the book of
Psalms wherein the Messiah is set before us aSdheof God, yea, as God Himself. “Unto
the Son,” He (the Father) saith, “Thy throne, O Gmdfor ever and ever; a sceptre of
righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.” Ssmgthen was the need of sinners that no
less exalted a person than the great God requiresbrhe into this lower world for their
deliverance’ sake. Men or angels were insufficienact the part of a Saviour. But God in
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His infinite mercy and wisdom found within Himsetie very person that such as we
required. The only-begotten Son who is in the bosbtne Father came forth to perform the
work, and we may well admire the greatness of thepgl salvation in the light of the infinite
greatness of Him who procured it. He is “the g@atl and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”

(2) Notice His human greatness. The Word who wals @od and was God, was made
flesh (John 1). He assumed a perfect humanityunton with His divine person. The Son of
God became also the Son of man. As the Son of khaums incomparable among the sons of
men. He had no blemish or imperfection. He was hHodymless, undefiled and separate from
sinners. He combined in matchless proportions asphing majesty and winning meekness,
unerring wisdom and purest guilelessness, immovabtéitude and tenderest sympathy,
perfect holiness, and richest love. He was greatlithe excellencies of perfect manhood. He
was perfect man as well as infinitely perfect G&@ichou art fairer than the children of Men”
(Psalm 45:2).

(3) Notice He is God and man in two distinct nasueaxd one person for ever. All
divine and all human greatness subsist togethéhanone person of the Son of God. No
wonder though the Church in the Song of Songs shexitlaim, “My beloved is white and
ruddy, he is the chiefest among ten thousand,” ;Yeas altogether lovely” (Song 5:10,16).

2. The greatness of the price the Saviour paidhisrsalvation.

(1) He paid a life of humiliation and suffering.vitas no little thing He did when He
condescended to assume our nature, to dwell ind¥wsr world, and to veil His divine glory
for a season. He “gave his life a ransom for mahie’lived more than thirty years a life of
humiliation. He who was the King eternal becameeevant. He who was the sovereign
Lawgiver was made “under the law.” He who knew mowas made sin. He who knew no
suffering “suffered the just for the unjust.” Heeyled and suffered in the room of sinners.
His whole life was occupied with this work of obedce and suffering. By the latter He
satisfied divine justice for the sins of His peopddy the former He wrought out a positive
righteousness on their behalf. “With his stripes ave healed” (Isaiah 53:5). And “by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous” @aenb:19). “Christ also loved the
church and gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25. ddiffered much during His life. He was
despised of men, tempted of the devil, and bruede@od. Every groan that came from His
lips, every weary step He trod, every pang of suf(eHe endured, went to make up the
ransom price of His people’s salvation. Hear Hisiamords: — “I am the good shepherd; the
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep” (Jbbril).

(2) He paid the penalty of an accursed death. We ladready spoken of His life of
suffering, we now speak of His death of sufferiBm deserved death, justice required death.
Nothing less than a death of unspeakable suffermudd meet the demands of God’s justice.
The guilty cannot go unpunished, and as the Sdpoaf stood as substitute for the guilty, He
must needs suffer even unto death. The apostle Salysst hath redeemed us from the curse
of the law, being made a curse for us” (Galatiad8)3 His people were under the curse of
God’s law, and would have suffered that curse thhowt eternity, had He not shed His
blood for them. When the Bible speaks of the blob@hrist, it intends His suffering both in
body and soul. He suffered unspeakable shame andnpldis body. He also “poured out his
soul unto death” (Isaiah 53:12). God the Fathea aghteous Judge hid His face from Him,
and caused His holy wrath to descend upon His s@lithess the greatness of His
heartrending agony upon the cross. Here is holyrgtandeed. Men and angels may well
tremble in the innermost depths of their beindhat awful sight. The eternal Son cries — “My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Again Hesc- “It is finished,” and gives up
the ghost. The full price is paid. It is good measypressed down, and running over. “Ye
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were not redeemed with corruptible things suchilasrsand gold, . . . but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish arithaut spot” (1 Peter 1:18,19).

3. The greatness of the deliverances it brings.

(1) It delivers from sin. Sin is the great rootlewill the other evils that have befallen
our race have flowed from it. Sin destroyed thegeaf God in man’s soul. Sin brought
death spiritual, temporal, and eternal upon the dumace. Now, this salvation brings
deliverance from the guilt, the dominion, and, fimafrom the very being of sin. There is
nothing that degrades man like sin, nothing in taat degrades him but sin, and therefore to
be freed from this soul-debasing and soul-ruiniwdy is one of the most precious things in
this “great salvation.” “The blood of Jesus Chrigg Son, cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John
1:7).

(2) It delivers from Satan. This evil spirit is &lprince of the power of the air, the spirit
which now worketh in the children of disobediencEtie salvation that is in Christ procures
deliverance from his mighty grasp. The believinglspasses from under the thraldom of
Satan into the kingdom of God’'s dear Son. The SbiGa@d took flesh and blood that
“through death he might destroy him that had thegyoof death, that is, the devil,” and so
everyone who is made a partaker of the redemptimchased by Christ is emancipated from
the devil's yoke. He may molest, but he cannot rdgstHe himself shall be in the end
completely crushed. “The God of peace shall br@atan under your feet shortly” (Romans
16:20).

(3) It delivers from the curse of God. All are bgtare under His righteous curse.
“Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all gisinhat are written in the book of the law to
do them.” But the apostle says, speaking for thar€ “Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law.” It is an awful thing to be undbe curse of God, our Creator. The
displeasure and enmity of all wicked men, and ladl tlevils in hell, are nothing to this.
Behold, then, the glory of this salvation. Therdresedom in it from the curse of the great
God of heaven and earth. “There is therefore nowermdemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).

(4) It delivers from the everlasting miseries ofl.h&he psalmist tells us that “the
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nagidhat forget God” (Psalm 9:17). The Lord
Jesus proclaims the same truth with greater poneévavidness than any of His prophets or
apostles. Witness His testimony concerning the mem who lifted up his eyes in hell, being
in torments, and also the man without the weddiagngnt who is cast into outer darkness
where there is weeping and wailing and gnashingeth. It is from the same mouth we hear
the words — The wicked “shall go away into eventggpunishment” (Matthew 15:46). O my
friends, people nowadays seem to have forgottdrthibee is such a place as hell, but it exists
all the same, and multitudes are hastening witlsedeas rapidity to its devouring flames.
Surely it is glad tidings to hear of a way of delance from this awful danger. How gladly
we should welcome the very thought of a salvatiorhsas is offered in the Gospel! Salvation
from everlasting woe! Glad tidings of great joy éedl, and truly they are to be pitied who do
not realise these tidings to be so. The psalmistkiheir value, and sang — “For great is thy
mercy toward me; and thou hast delivered my sauhfthe lowest hell” (Psalm 86:13).

4. The greatness of the blessings it confers.

(1) A new spiritual life. We are by nature deadrgspasses and sins, and need a new
life. To the soul made sensible of this by God'sisghe Gospel salvation, when it comes
with power, is life from the dead. The soul feelseav power pulsating through its faculties,
is taken up with new objects, and moves in a newdvtnited to Jesus Christ, the light and
life of men, the quickened soul enters upon a difefaith which ends in a life of glory.
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“Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a neeature; old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

(2) A complete justification.

This blessing consists in the pardon of sin andrttpaitation of righteousness. The soul
is freed from its filthy garments, and clothed wihite raiment. It enjoys peace of
conscience, and acceptance before God. It rest®jits for eternity on the finished work of
Christ, and glories in His righteousness alone.ifiBgustified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1).

(3) A loving adoption.

The great salvation also holds forth the offerite sinner of a loving adoption. If he
accepts the offer, he is admitted into God’s faniitlyother words, the criminal who deserves
to lie with the devil and his angels throughouteity is taken from his prison cell and made
to sit as a son at the table of the King of ki@t as many as received him, to them gave
he power (or right) to become the sons of God” 1Jbi12).

(4) A sure sanctification.

Christ is made unto His people sanctification. Tieev-born soul begins to grow in
holiness. Sometimes the growth is retarded by apgdsrces, sometimes it is hastened by
special effusions of God’s quickening grace. TheiSpf God will eventually complete the
work, and at death the soul will be freed fromsal, and perfectly conformed to the image of
Christ. The partakers of this salvation will betla end of the day “a glorious Church, not
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing” (Ephesi&:27).

(5) A glorious inheritance.

We deserve an inheritance of never-ending misedy sdmame, but here is offered an
inheritance of never-ending happiness and gloryu Yftay be at present on the verge of
everlasting ruin, but if, as a lost helpless siniy@u accept of the gospel offer, you shall
immediately be an heir of everlasting blessedrBsis. salvation is so great that it raises poor
sinners from the lowest hell here to the highestvba hereafter. Come then, and you are
welcome at the free offer of Christ to “an inhamita incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth
not away” (1 Peter 1:4).

Il. — The neglect of it: “if we neglect so greatvsdion.” The apostle here calls attention
to the possibility of neglecting “so great salvatio nothwithstanding its unspeakable
greatness. Let us notice: —

1. The special import of the word “neglect.”
(1) What is here pre-supposed in the use of thelwor

The apostle gives his readers to understand tleasdlvation spoken of is not a thing
afar off but a thing that is nigh, and that if thi@yl to embrace it they are, to say the very
least, guilty of neglect. The words which succeadtext bring out this view: “which at the
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was omefil unto us by them that heard him.”
This salvation was at the first brought near to nmetihe preaching of the Lord of glory, and
was then confirmed at a later date “unto us” — tatunto the apostle himself and the
Hebrews he was addressing — by them that heard Hi@.counterpart of this exists in the
Church, and shall exist to the end of time. We hénaewritten record of salvation in the
Scriptures. There the great salvation, in all ittéss, is made nigh, and if we have ears to
hear we may hear the voice of Christ there speatfnigy unto us. “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, thatseeweer believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Again, wavé this salvation made nigh in the words
of living ambassadors of Christ, of all true prearshof the Gospel. Christ said to His
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apostles: “Go ye into all the world, and preachdbspel to every creature,” and He gives the
same commission now to all whom He has appointedhf® work. Salvation is therefore
brought to our very doors by the messengers ofs€HiThe word is nigh thee, even in thy
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faiihich we preach: that if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believinine heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10:8,9).tidrefore, who fail to appropriate the
great salvation show conspicuous neglect of it, &mat under the most favourable
circumstances. They show themselves “a disobedaewt gainsaying people” (Romans
10:21).
(2) The precise meaning of “neglect.”

“Neglect” is one of the mildest terms that can lsediin this connection. It is
employed, however, with a wise purpose — thatasasto include in its compass the widest
circle possible of those who refuse to make chaotéhe great salvation. “Despise” and
“hate” are stronger terms, and it is true thatddb neglect this salvation in heart despise and
hate it, but the use of this word proves that ita$ necessary deliberately to despise and hate
it in order to expose oneself to just condemnatadinthat is necessary is simply to neglect it,
to pass it by without acceptance. This as suredysdtie final destruction of the sinner as if
he were to display the most manifest and open dhatfét. The foolish virgins neglected to
get oil in their vessels with their lamps, and wasecertainly shut out of the kingdom at last
as if they never had set out to meet the bridegrabafl (Matthew 25:1-12).

2. The prevalence of neglect among Gospel hediatiso hath believed our report, and
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” (Isai8til} This has been the cry of the preacher
in most ages of the Church’s history. The tendettcyeglect the Gospel salvation is a
universal one. Strange and sad, but true it is,theavery thing which should be most readily
welcomed and attended to by the sons of men isathih they are most disposed to neglect
and despise. The greater number of those who &idtém Christ’s words, in the days of His
flesh, heeded them not, and He had to declare -wieot come to me that ye might have
life” (John 5:40). Again, the apostles were tredtgdlews and Gentiles in a similar manner.
The Jews — from whom, of all people, better thingght have been expected — especially
showed an inveterate hatred to the Gospel, angvélyeof salvation set forth in it. Stephen
told them to their faces: “Ye stiff-necked and ungimcised in heart and ears, ye do always
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so @ (Acts 7:51). The Gentiles, also,
frequently turned a deaf ear to the Gospel. Theggoeited and killed many of Christ's
ambassadors. “But,” someone says, “did not marheflews, and especially of the Gentiles,
gladly receive the tidings of salvation?” Yes, the main tendency was to reject them, and if
it were not for the intervention of a higher poweven the Holy Spirit of God, this tendency
would have held the day, and not one soul woulchseen saved. Such has been the case in
subsequent ages, down to the present day. Thersaiveourse of mankind is against the
Gospel, and it is only when the power of God accammgs it that souls receive it with joy.
All true revivals of religion have had their origimot in the natural inclinations of men, but in
the mighty manifested energy of the Holy Ghost. &tewas this truth more clearly proven
than by what we see around us in the present dayaM¥ now living in the closing years of
the nineteenth century, and, after all that has lseen and heard of the Gospel of Christ for
SO many centuries, one might have expected thatetigency to neglect it would have been
perceptibly checked. But the case is far otherwidever was there a more prevalent
disposition to despise Christ and His salvatiomthathe present time. Multitudes, in this
Christian country, are to-day showing not only eegbut utter contempt of Him who should
be their most welcome friend, and of His salvatishjch should be their chiefest joy and
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treasure. My hearer, are you among them? Such neeremunt themselves unworthy of
eternal life” (Acts 13:46).

3. Some marks of those who “neglect so great salvaiThese are inward and outward.

(1) Some inward marks. One of these is spirituigdoless. The understandings of men
are by nature darkened. Sin has blinded them tio thiserable condition before God, and
therefore they see no necessity for a way of salwvafll in their natural estate are, in fact,
“darkness” itself (Ephesians 5:8). Sin also blidem to the glory of the great salvation.
They see not the excellency of its marvellous miowvi, nor its unspeakable suitableness to
meet their case as lost sinners. Yea, they do eatejve the matchless glory of Christ
Himself, who is the crown and head of it all. Tleason is “the blindness of their heart.” A
second mark is self-righteousness. It is a charatiteof our fallen nature to delude us into
the supposition — “I am rich, and increased withodg)y and have need of nothing”
(Revelation 3:17). We imagine we are good enougl, taerefore we are not prepared to
admit any need of improvement, far less of a coteplenewal. The self-righteous spirit is
also wholly unwilling to submit to the righteoussesf God in Christ Jesus. This was a
feature of the Jews, and this is a feature of tiregenerate heart still. Men prefer their own
filthy rags to the glorious righteousness of ImmantiThere is a generation that are pure in
their own eyes, and yet is not washed from théhifiess” (Proverbs 30:12). A third mark is
unbelief. “The word preached did not profit thenot being mixed with faith in them that
heard it” (Hebrews 4:2). Perverse unbelief refusebelieve the testimony of God Himself
concerning our lost estate and the way of recottmigugh Jesus Christ. It has the bold and
awful effrontery to make God a liar. Multitudes gerishing under its fell influence. They
will believe anything and everything the world, tiesh, and the devil tell them, but they
have no ear whatsoever for the voice of God ogthead news of salvation. The consequence
is that they perish for ever. “For if ye believet tlmat | am he,” saith Christ, “ye shall die in
your sins” (John 8:24). A fourth mark is the love sin. Not a few who appear to see
something of their own need, and give credit, asiien an intellectual way, to God’s Word,
yet come short of the great salvation. The causmdoubtedly the love of sin. They prefer
sin to holiness, the world to Christ. Very ofterrh is some darling lust which holds their
affections, and which they will not let go. Sin febased them to such a degree that, though
all the terrors of hell and comforts of heaven pressed upon their consideration, they
continue quite obdurate and unimpressed. The Idvseirohas won their hearts, and the
glorious salvation of the Gospel has no attractosrthem. Such persons are “holden with the
cords” of their own iniquity, and if they do notvgi up their carnal pleasure they shall be lost.
They shall yet lift up their eyes, “being in torm&h(Luke 16:23). A fifth mark is the spirit of
procrastination. “To-morrow,” says the soul, “I ixaktend to the things of religion, the things
of eternity. | am at present too busy with othettara, and | need time and close reflection in
order to study such high things.” The young argased to exclaim — “It is time enough
when | get older, when | begin to be more serios settled in mind, to think of such a great
and overwhelming thing as the salvation of the $othe old are ready to say — “We have
put off so long, and have become so hard and iitdensith the occupations of the world,
that it is now no use whatsoever to try to get mp @ncern for eternal things. We cannot do
it, and we must therefore just move on as formeahg perhaps we may obtain mercy at
last.” Some persons, who have anxieties as toigteane disposed to procrastinate owing to
the difficulties in the way. “Oh,” say they, “it isot an easy thing to attain salvation. There is
so much sin in us that it is ten to one if everggevictory over it. Besides, what is the use of
all our attention to our souls if we are not amtmg elect, or the Spirit of God doesn’t work
in us? We must wait, at least, until we are in odrame.” Thus the spirit of delay, working
sometimes even in a spiritual form, lets the presionoments of time to pass without
improvement, and the soul hastens on towards aeleshity. We would warn our hearers

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 3 p. 19



with our whole soul against such a spirit as thilse devil likes nothing better than to see it
having the mastery over mankind. He thus lulls vashbers of young and old into a sleep
out of which they are not awakened until they hearcry — “This night thy soul is required

of thee.” Never forget the warning and encouragdmenveyed in the words: “Behold, now

is the accepted time; behold, now is the day ofad&in” (2 Corinthians 6:2).

(2) Some outward marks. The internal evils of whieh have been speaking are not
confined, in their effects, to the heart; they wethce the outward life and pursuits of men.
One of these marks is engagement in unlawful odousm To be engaged in any business
that involves a breach of God’s commandments isadribe direct roads to destruction. The
pursuit of anything whatsoever that is sinful hasléhe soul in neglect of the great salvation.
A second mark is excessive engrossment in lawfaupations. Many things that are
perfectly lawful in themselves are a great snamné& imagine that if they attend to their
natural duties with diligence and conscientiousnieg they have nothing more to be
concerned about. But the truth is, if we give oeaitts and lives exclusively to any object —
however good — outside God, we make that thingdah and it proves a mighty barrier
between us and eternal salvation. The lawful ocoops of life form a greater trap to
multitudes than the unlawful. The latter lead phasway from God, and a natural conscience
tells us they are wrong, but the former, beingtrigiough in themselves, have — owing to the
blindness of our hearts — a strong tendency todagelis for ever. They lead us to “neglect so
great salvation,” and we know it not. The Apostard speaks, however, in language we need
not mistake — “If any man love the world, the Iafethe Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15).
A third mark is a life of worldly pleasure. Thereeaunlawful pleasures that drown souls
without fail in perdition. Such are the pleasurésimnkenness and sensuality, the pleasures
of the theatre, the ballroom, the concert. Theyesteouls in ever-deepening spiritual
insensibility. If there is the least concern absaltvation in the heart of any, they could not
take a better means of quenching it than by indglgn the pleasures we have enumerated.
These are the ways of death. There are other pesgdawful in themselves, that, if not kept
in their own place, will lead to the same end. pleasures of home, and family, and friends
have their own value and preciousness, but if Hreymade the end of life they prove a sweet
drug to poison the soul for eternity. Many high&gpectable people feel no want if they have
these pleasures. They are quite satisfied, and havgreater happiness to look forward to.
Their heaven is in this world, and therefore theglact the great salvation. Being lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God, they need exymeentrance into the eternal inheritance.
They “shall lie down in sorrow” (Psalm 50:11). Aulth mark is undue fear of the reproach
and persecution of the world. Many Gospel heamersfraid of exposing themselves to these
things. Some say to themselves — “My friends andpamions will make a mock and ridicule
of me if | begin to be concerned about religioneytwill cast at me every disagreeable
name, and call me a hypocrite or a fool, and | tcat@nd these things.” Others say — “Oh, |
have to make my way in the world; | must push faduv® a good position; | have to live and
get on. What if | begin to attend to salvation now®ill only damage my prospects, and
make the men who would help me mine enemies.” Gffagain, are ready to say — “I like to
be in with that which is popular and fashionablehatvis the use of beginning to be gloomy
and discontented with one’s state? That will orppisone’s chances of the favour and
applause of respectable society. | can’t bear texoduded from the pleasant companionship
of the world, and to be viewed as a mere compaforold wives.” Thus many a poor
ignorant soul reasons. Young men and women, edlyecae led astray with such vain
thoughts. They shrink from reproach and persecutBut what a fearful thing it is to sell a
happy eternity for the smile of an ungodly world,drefer the wretched applause of dying
men to the everlasting love of the eternal Godhikely better it is to follow the example of
Moses, who, when he had all the riches, pleasareshonours of the world at his feet, chose
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“rather to suffer affliction with the people of Gothan to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greatezgithan the treasures in Egypt: for he had
respect unto the recompence of the reward” (Hebfew5,26).

lll. The warning here given to all neglectors: “Halvall we escape?” This warning was
addressed, in the first place, to the Hebrews.afustle reminds them in the preceding verse
of the consequences of disobedience under theiggpermsation, and now assures them that
the same, if not more terrible consequences, wilbw neglect of salvation under a more
glorious dispensation. He says “we,” not “you,” ntié/ing himself as a Hebrew with them,
and humbly admitting that he is not beyond deriviiegefit from the warning he conveys to
others. This warning sets forth the impossibilitiy tbe neglectors of so great salvation
escaping just punishment.

1. God’s character requires that they shall be ghed. He is holy and righteous, and
cannot but punish sin. These neglectors of Hisas@in have despised His law and trampled
on His Gospel. They have lightly esteemed the mglmstous manifestations He has given of
Himself. They have cast dishonour upon His greatenaHis name and perfections are seen
in the great salvation. Love, wisdom, righteousnagsd holiness shine forth in their supreme
excellency in the face of Jesus Christ, the Savwiusinners. God’s justice, therefore,
demands that the despisers of His glory, as ibissundantly revealed in the person and
work of His dear Son, should be punished. It isasgible, in consistency with the rectitude
of the divine character, that such should escapgairA those who neglect “so great
salvation” ruin their own souls and bodies. Theszenoriginally created in the image of
God, and were not intended to be the slaves ofasph Satan. The soul is exceedingly
precious — the most precious thing under the siior twhat shall it profit a man, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? ortvwgdiell a man give in exchange for his
soul?” (Mark 8:36,37). They, then, who ruin theiuks and bodies by neglecting the very
means of salvation, which God has graciously setfidir doors, cannot escape His righteous
judgment. They have sold His precious propertyh® devil, and they must suffer for it
throughout eternity. Lastly, all God’s perfectioage against the final neglectors of His
salvation. Goodness, love, and mercy have beerewcomd, as well righteousness and
holiness have been offended. God will judge theldvby His Son, and the wrath of the
Lamb will be unspeakably more terrible in that dagn the curses of a broken law. His wrath
is the expression of the divine, holy indignatigaiast salvation neglectors, the abusers and
despisers of rich mercy and grace. “Behold, he ¢ométh clouds; and every eye shall see
him, and they also, which pierced him: and all kea$ of the earth shall wail because of
him. Even so, Amen” (Revelation 1:7).

2. God’s arm shall inflict the punishment. “How Bivee escape?” There is no escaping
the arm of Jehovah, when it is stretched forthilltbe vain to flee to the mountains and the
hills for safety when the Lord rises up to take gegmnce upon His enemies. “For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; thatyemee may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath done, whether igdad or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10). No
creature, small or great, shall be absent. It lallof no avail to cry “to the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of that sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of his wraalkcome; and who shall be able to stand?”
(Revelation 6:16,17). The Lord’s hand will find cait fleeing sinners, and “they shall not
escape.” The length of His arm is infinite, andréhshall be no corner of the earth that He
cannot reach. Again, the power of His arm is inéinHis arm is full of power. The same arm
which is now mighty to save every poor soul thatisphis trust in it will then be mighty to
destroy. Capernaum sinners, who have been exatéegdven, shall be cast down to hell.
They shall have a doubly deeper hell than the le@atvho never heard of Christ or salvation.
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O, you that have been brought up in pious famgied have heard the words of the Gospel
from your infancy — but are still outside Chrisemrember, if you continue so, your
condemnation will be terrible at the last day. Ygodly friends, the nearest and dearest in
this world, will then declare their acquiescencdha righteous sentence of the Judge. You
will have then no one to pray or to speak a wondyimu. Every good and holy being in
heaven and earth will be against you. Yea, your avauth will be stopped, and you will
hear the awful voice of the glorious Judge sayingDepart from me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and higéis” (Matthew 25:40).

3. The punishment itself. “How shall we escape'hird? It is everlasting. It is fire, the
most terrible and penetrating of all agents thélicinpain. O, my dear friends, you that are
still neglecting the great salvation, let the fallnog words of the apostle ring in your ears,
enter into your hearts, and have their due effponhuwyou, if so be that the Spirit of God may
bless them to the awakening of your poor soulsThe“Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire takivengeance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesuss€hwho shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and ftbenglory of his power” (2 Thessalonians
1:7-9). “How shall we escape if we neglect so gsadvation?” May these words, if it be
according to the will of God, prove the forerunnémercy and not of doom to some of your
souls, and to His name shall be the praise.

[July and August 1898]

A Sermon on the Last Judgment.
By the Rev. ®HN WELCH, Ayr (1570-1622).

“And | saw a great white throne, and Him that sattpfrom whose face
the earth and heaven fled away” — Revelation 20:11.

The security of all flesh is wondrous great, foerthis a fearful sleep fallen both upon
the good and the evil. The foolish virgins are sbasleep, and the wise are asleep also. And
suppose the Lord be at the door; and the hour @§gment at hand, and the seventh
angel ready to blow the last trumpet, when timdldb® no more; yet scarcely one of a
thousand, yea, one of ten thousand, is to be fthetds prepared, and busying themselves to
meet the Lord, who is making speed to come in tbads: and how soon that fire shall
break forth, which shall kindle the heavens aboweryhead, and the earth under your
feet, and shall set all on fire; how soon the tratghall blow, and the shout shall cry,
“Rise, dead, and come to judgment,” is only knowrGiod, and to no mortal man. Will
ye not then be wakened till this trumpet waken yaa@ will none of you take pains to look
over the leaves of your conscience, and read whatae written there, since ye came into
the world, before that day of doom come upon youh& ye knew that eternity, and that
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terror of the day of the Lord, when the heavensrabmu, and the earth beneath you, shall
not be able to stand before the face of Him thist en the throne! Therefore | hope the
Lord has made choice to me of this text, at thimseti to give you warning before the
judgment come. Ye know the watchman that the Laksés from among the people, that He
sets over the city or house concredit to them, yé& see the sword and pestilence
coming, and warn them not, the blood of them thatsp under the judgment for lack of
warning, will be required at his hand,” that isg thatchman’s; therefore it is time for me
to be making warning to you, and, in the measurgre@ingth that God will give me, | am to
make warning, not of a temporal judgment, but ofeaarlasting judgment that is coming
on (God waken you and warn you in time!) that wiyenshall see the Judge sit on His
throne, your hearts may not tremble at His awfulr@enance, having gotten your souls
washed in His blood. But, to come to the purpdseret are many visions in this book, and
there are many things done here, that the Son shows servant John. He shows him,
first, The present state of the kirk at that time in therhd, under the name of seven
stars, and he tells, “they are suffering, and hateepce; and they laboured for his name’s
sake, and fainted not; but yet he had somewhatagahem, because they had forsaken
their first love.” Some were in tribulation and moty, but yet rich in God; some kept the
name of Jesus, and denied not the faith, suppeyestiould have given their blood for it, as
the faithful martyr Antipas did; but yet he hadewfthings against them, because they
maintained the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, whiting He hated. Some had love,
service, faith, and patience, and their work wasenab the last than at the first; but yet they
suffered the false prophetess Jezebel to be antwyg,tto whom He threatens He will
cast her into a bed of affliction, and them thamoat fornication with her, except they
repent them of their works. There were some whoseksvwere not found perfect before
God; therefore he exhorts them to remember how Haely heard, and received; He bids
them hold fast and repent, otherwise, He tellg, iHewill come shortly against them. Some
had a little strength, and kept His word, and ddnret His name; therefore He
promises to deliver them in the hour of temptatioat shall come upon all the world to try
the whole earth. Some were neither cold nor hot] &éimerefore, because they were
lukewarm, He tells them that it would come to pdkai He would spew them out of His
mouth. They thought they were rich and increasegbinds, and had need of nothing; but
they knew not that they were wretched, miserabdey,pblind, and naked; and then He
counsels them to buy of Him gold tried in the fitteat they might be rich, and white raiment,
that they might be clothed, and eye-salve, that thight see. So what is your case this day?
Have ye not forsaken your first love? But as faloufation, it is not yet come; for our days
have been days of peace, of light, liberty, andgldut as for tribulation it is not yet
come; but as the Lord lives, the days of tributatme not far off. As for false doctrine, God
be praised, it is not among us yet, or, at leadtbie, it dare not be avowed yet; but | fear,
that, who lives to see it, they shall see heresiyamruption in doctrine and religion creep
in piece and piece in this kirk; and if our works tound perfect before God or not, the
Lord knows the contrary, and your own conscien@ lwitness to it; and if your life be
answerable to your name, | leave it to your comsgs to judge, if we have not a name that
we are living, and yet are dead; and whether thiaidt the doleful state of the generation
that is neither cold nor hot. It is clear, the zefathe glory of God, being so worn out of the
hearts of all, plainly declares the same. But véethis. After he had showed him the
present state of the kirk, at that time, then lis tem what shall be the state of the kirk
unto the end of the world.

And first, in a vision of a sealed book, containing these eateerning the kirk, which
none could open but the Lion of the tribe of Judahijt was sealed with seven seals. Now,
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what was contained in these seven seals? Thitakidl a larger time to declare than now is
meet to wear upon it.

Mark always of these things spoken, there are thmeesolations to the kirk of God,;
howsoever it be that she be in tribulation, or pgyeand affliction; and albeit it come to
pass, that the devil cast some of them in prisbat they may be tried, and some have
tribulation ten days, which is but a short timegdrowsoever it be, that our adversary
goes about continually like “a roaring lion, seegsiwhom to devour;” but yet “He
that rides on the white horse,” with the badge & belt, and the arrows at His side, He
shall get the victory at the end of the world; andhem that are faithful to the death He
shall give them a crown of life.

Mark next, suppose the sword, the famine, the leeste, these temporal judgments, be
common to the godly as well as to the wicked, fetd is consolation to the “souls of them
that are slain for the testimony of Jesus, theylyng under the altar, and they cry with a
loud voice, Lord, how long, holy and true, dost Wihwot judge and avenge our blood upon
them that dwell on the earth?” Then it was saidouhem, “that they should rest for a little
season, until their fellow-servants and brethreouth be killed, as they were, should be
fulfilled.”

Mark, thirdly, the sixth seal is opened, “and ther@s a great earthquake, and the sun
was as black as sackcloth of hair, and the moonlwadblood, and the stars of heaven fell
to the earth, and heaven departed away as a sdnel it is rolled together; and every
mountain and island were moved out of their plaoes then the kings of the earth, and the
great men, and rich men, and the captains, andhtglety men, and every bond man, and
every free man, hid themselves in dens and rockshefmountains; and said to the
mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us frbengresence of Him that sits on the
throne, and from the face of the Lamb: for the gdeg of his wrath is come, and who shall
be able to stand?” Then shall the kirk of God benaed on her enemies; then she shall
have power over the nations, and shall rule theth wirod of iron, and as the vessels of a
potter they shall be broken; then shall the sanfit&od be brought out of great tribulation,
and have their long robes washed and made whitaerblood of the Lamb; they shall
be in the presence of the throne of God, and sdmeboth day and night in His temple;
and He that sits on the throne shall live amongnthand He that is in the midst of the
throne shall govern them, and shall lead them #&olitkely fountains of waters, and God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. Nowplfgrward. After this, He tells them, before
this day the gospel shall be wonderfully restrajngdind the bottomless pit shall be
opened, and the smoke of that pit shall arise assthoke of a great furnace; and the
sun and the air shall be made dark with that smakd: out of that smoke shall come
locusts upon the earth, and they shall have posiénescorpions of the earth have, and the
pain of them shall be as the pain of a scorpiorerwey have stung a man. And in these
days men shall seek death, and shall not finchd, shall desire to die, and death shall fly
from them.” Then he tells two woes that shall congon the earth, the one of the
Antichrist, the other of the Turk, “who shall rdmédugh the world and slay the third part of
men, and shall lead their great army of twenty snen thousand horsemen of war, and
there shall be two witnesses raised up, and powall §e given them to prophesy so
many days clothed in sackcloth; and if any man khburt them, fire should proceed out of
their mouth and devour their enemies; and when tteese fulfilled their testimonies, they
should be slain by the beast that came out of dtmmless pit, but they should rise again;
and the spirit of life coming up from God, shouldtex into them, and they should stand
upon their feet, and great fear fell upon them #wzed them, and then shall they ascend
up to heaven in a cloud in the sight of their ergsii
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And at last, “The seventh angel shall blow his tpet) and the dead shall rise, and
every man shall receive according to his works.i'sTime does till he comes to the twelfth
chapter; then he tells him, “The fights of the dragvith the woman, and her seed that
kept the commands of her God, and kept the tesginednlesus Christ.” Then he tells
him, “the two empires of the two beasts, Antichiastd the Turk, and the manner of
every one of them.” Then he tells, “The noble compaf the Lamb that stands in
mount Zion, even the hundred and forty and foumsamd, having their Father's name
written on their fore-heads; and how he heard aevfiom heaven, like the sound of many
waters, and as the sound of a great thunder; andehed the noise of harpers harping
with their harps; they sung as it were a new sagfgrie the throne, and no man could learn
that song but the hundred and forty and four thadsavhich were brought from the
earth.” He tells what they were saying, “Thesethey which were not defiled with women,
for they are virgins; these follow the Lamb wherelre goes, and these were redeemed from
among men, being the first fruits to God and to tlemb: and in their mouth was
found no guile; for they are without spot before tihrone of God.” Then he tells,
“That another angel flew in the midst of heaverthvihe everlasting gospel to preach unto
them which dwell on the earth;” and that is the sagospel which | preach unto you,
even this, “Fear God, and give glory to him, foe thour of his judgment is come; and
worship him that made the heavens and the earttl, the sea, and the fountains of
waters.” Then he tells, “that another angel crieds fallen, it is fallen, Babylon that great
city, she made all the nations to drink of the wafener fornication. Ay, Rome, thou shalt
be taken and burnt in a furnace of fire, and a-stdhe shall be bound about thy neck, and
thou shalt be cast into the midst of the sea, aaft be drowned; there thou shalt fall, and thy
fall shall make heaven and earth, and all the angedl saints to rejoice at thy fall. Ay, God
shall put it into the hearts of the kings to dowite know not what kings they are; and
then the bride shall prepare her for the bridegreacoming in the clouds.”

Next again, okeven vialfhie sets down again almost the same things thatdph@sied
before; and now here, last of all, he lets him geelast judgment. Would you know then
what is here? See ye yon great throne? Ye shathsegdudge, standing on the throne; ye
shall all see both heaven and earth flee away fimrface; ye shall all see the dead,
great and small, and yourselves among the residist before God; and ye shall all see
the books opened, and the dead judged accordinigeio works, and death and hell cast
into the lake of fire, even those that had theindmin His heart’s blood, and those that
pierced His side with a spear, and those thatetvédim with nails, both hands and feet,
they shall see it also. The elect shall see ilds says, “For | know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that he shall stand at the last daynughe earth. And though after my skin
worms destroy this body, yet | shall see God inflagh whom myself shall see, and my
eyes shall behold, and not another, though my keers consumed in me.” And this was his
consolation: even so these very eyes of yoursnanmather, shall see with terror or with joy,
either to your endless comfort, or to your endEmsdemnation. Now, what sees he? First,
he sees a throne; ye know a throne is set for gguw sit on; so he sees a throne
whereon the Judge of the whole earth is to sittberefore he shall come to be a judge.
He came before, at His first coming, not to sitaimhrone, nor to be a judge, but to be
judged before thrones and tribunals of men; fornlJehys, “That he sent not his Son
that he should condemn the world, but that the dvtimtough him might be saved.” Christ
himself says, “Man, who made me a judge or a divaesr you?” And in another place,
“The Son of man came not to judge, but be judgedséif.” In His first coming, He
comes from high majesty to baseness and humilig/;clme from His Father’s glory
to shame and ignominy; He came from a palace toba from the seat of His majesty
to a tree; He came like a Lamb to be slain, anal &aviour to save sinners: as the apostle

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 3 p. 25



says, it was a true saying, “That Christ came ithi® world to save sinners, of whom |
am the chief.” Christ Himself says, “I came not ¢all the righteous but sinners to
repentance;” and therefore that is the name thattigel gives Him, when he appears to
Joseph in a dream, saying, and “thou shalt calhhime Jesus, for he shall save his people
from their sins; and they shall call his name Emushnthat is, God with us,” our God made
flesh, our God manifested in the flesh. So | sayHis first testimony, He comes as a
Saviour and Mediator between God and man; but is ldst coming, He shall not
come as a Lamb, but as a Judge, convoyed withialbHgels and saints in heaven; He
shall come in flaming fire, kindling the heavenddoe Him, in melting the elements and
earth beneath Him; He shall come with a blast ef tlumpet, with the archangel, to
gather all people from the four corners of the learnd He shall come with a
peremptory sentence, from the which there shalidappeal, and of which there shall be no
revocation, ever again or again calling; and Hdlsttane with His reward in His hand, to
every man according to his works which he has donghis world, be they evil, be they
good. Now, ye see He has a throne, He has a thoérgrace; as the apostle to the
Hebrews says; “Let us go boldly to the throne a@icgr, that we may receive mercy, and find
grace in time of need.” Now He is sitting on a thecof grace, that we may receive mercy,
and find grace in time of need; and now He holds dloor of mercy open, and lets in
every penitent sinner that comes: therefore Ifteatito you, if ye will flee from your sins,

if ye will cast away the works of darkness, if ydl\wate and detest all sort of iniquity, and
if thou wilt run to the throne of grace now, | walksure thee thou shalt find mercy and grace
in the time of need; so now is the throne of grasd mercy, but afterwards thou shalt see
the throne of glory and justice. Now is the goo@8terd seeking His lost sheep, and finding
them, to drink of the wells of the water of lifepchto eat of the fat things of His own
house; but afterwards, such as would not be gatdherélim, He shall bind them hand
and foot, and cast them into outer darkness. Nowpikies them that will not come
home, as He said to Jerusalem, “O Jerusalem, Jamdaow oft would | have gathered thee,
as a hen doth her birds under her wings, but thoulest not: behold, your habitation
shall be made desolate.” So woe to the souls #1@he and refuse to be fetched within the
sweet and loving arms of the Son of God, even thlsaly arms which were stretched out
upon a tree. Now, discern, | pray you, betwixt Hlrst coming and His last coming; for
now is the time of grace, and now is the Spirijiaice offered, and now is the throne of grace
set up, and now is the rainbow, which is the sifth@ covenant of life, round about the
throne, and now the twelve ports of that new Jéensaare standing open, that all may
come in; therefore, Woe to the soul that “shaltiBithis time of grace pass over, and will not
come in in time.

But | will go forward: Now ye see two things in tharone, the one is greatthrone,
the other is avhitethrone. Let kings keep silence of their thronesl, sppeak of this throne. O
ye kings, will ye look to the heavens above youw] aee that white cloud, and upon the
cloud one standing like the Son of man, having uplehead a golden crown, and in
his hand a sharp sickle, who thrusts His shargdesickthe earth, and cuts down the vine of
the vineyards of the earth, and casts them intogtieat wine-press of the wrath of God;
so He calls it greatthrone. Solomon’s throne was great which he madeooy, and had six
steps, and twelve lions, two on every step, andjtlee=n of the South was astonished when
she saw it; and it is said in the Song, “Come fpi@hdaughters of Zion, and behold
king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mothepwned him in the day of his
marriage, and in the day of the gladness of hisrtieBut will ye come out, ye
daughters of Zion, and see here another throneSmbomon’s, another crown nor his
crown? It is agreatthrone, so that all the monarchs’ thrones undevdr@avhat are they in
comparison with this throne? Nothing. Thereforenmmder, that the twenty-four elders take
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their own crowns, and cast them down before Hisrkr and it is no wonder that they
fall down before Him that sits on the throne, andrship Him that lives for evermore,
saying, “Thou art worthy to receive glory, honoand power, for thou hast created all
things, and for thy will's sake they are create@."that the men of the world saw this
throne! And, O that ye did see the greatness ofmtagsty of His throne.

Now he calls igreat,because of Him that sits on ireat,because of them that stand
about it;great, because of them that shall be judged there; andfaall, great, because of
the judgment itself. Now, who sits on it? O! thedge of the whole world, God Himself,
that infinite Essence that men and angels haveowed their being from, even He whose
glorious face the seraphims and cherubims cannietltéefor the brightness thereof; and
therefore they have wings to cover their facesabse they cannot bear to see Him, much
less so then can any mortal man see His face aagdHe that rides on His white horse,
and tramples under foot all His enemies, and tréhdm in the winepress of His wrath
without the city: therefore rejoice, all ye whosarments are made white in the blood of the
Lamb, for His throne shall not terrify you, becaudehe Judge that sits thereon: for He is
thy brother, thy advocate, and thy Saviour. O leléser evermore is the soul of the righteous,
and of such as are reconciled with the great Geiyé He come to sit on His throne.

Now, | said, it wagreatin respect of Him that sits thereomextin respect of them that
stand about it. Ye see a judge has his assizersitha judgment with him, and consent to
his sentence; so this great judge has His assiferghere is not one of His angels
shall be left in heaven, but all shall stand abidig throne, and all the saints on earth
shall be caught up in the air, and they shall alfdhthrones set about His throne. O the
fairest parliament that ever was in the world! @hbld the King crowned with many crowns,
standing in the midst, and all the King’s servamith their crowns on their heads, and also
the saints with palms in their hands, sitting aotles about that throne.

Thirdly, Great is this throne, because great is the numhbpersons that shall be there.
All men and women in the world must be judged htrere is never a reprobate that ever took
life, but they shall be judged here, and all trecebnd saints of God shall be judged here
also (so fair is this parliament), six thousandrgegenerations shall all stand there, waiting
to receive an eternal and final judgment.

Last of all, Great is this throne, because great shall be the judgrteait shall come
forth from this throne. Lords of the Session thitfleir judgments great; but come out
here, and see to whom the new city Jerusalem imdreahall be given, and who shall be
cast into the lake of fire. Now, compare all thesgether, and see if this throne be not great;
great is He that sits on the throne, even the Broidife, and God of glory, and the Judge
of all the world; great is His synod, even all tekect angels and saints, from the
beginning of the world to the end of the world; fge that are in Christ shall be
glorified in the clouds, and the sight of your gishall aggravate the torment of the
reprobates, because they might have had it, anddmoat take it; and then you shall
rule them with a rod of iron, and as a potter'sseéshey shall be broken. And great is the
number of them that shall be judged; for let adlsth prepare them for it, even kings and
emperors, those that wore many crowns on the eartist appear mother-naked before the
throne. Alexander, thou worest many crowns, corggienany nations; but yet thou must
stand up naked as thou wast born, and thou mud¢renreckoning of thy conquests.

But | leave this. Again, you see this thronenite. What means this whiteness? It is
innocency or righteousness, and full of shiningytimess, of an unspeakable joy. Innocent
and righteous; how so? Because the Judge is whiteycent and righteous; all His
assizers that shall sit round about Him, they anéeyinnocent, white and righteous; all
His citations, summonses and convictions, sentemces executions, are innocent and
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righteous. So all is white, the Judge, the unsgoit@ocent and undefiled Lamb of God,
sitting on His throne of justice, and ordained dgpmf His Father, to judge both the quick
and the dead, He in whose heart was never founikt:ginerefore Abraham said, “Shall
not the Judge of the world judge righteously” S thudge is white, innocent, and He is
bright and glorious. Peter, James, and John, saw \dhite on the mount Tabor when
he was transfigured, “and his face shined as the and His raiment white as the
light; and when Peter said, Master, it is goodu®sito be here: if thou wilt, let us make three
tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, aadar Elias” (Matthew 17:1-3). Ay, Peter,
but this shall be a whiter appearing, and thou tstlahk it better to be with Him here.
Ay, Lord, it is true,white wast Thou upon mount Tabor, but whiter shalt Theurbthe
clouds.

He is white again, in respect of His citations. iat our hearts were ravished with the
consideration of Thy righteous and just citing aowdnmoning of all men, when Thou shalt
cause the earth, grave, hell, and the sea, aptha#s, thrust out of them all their dead; just
shalt Thou be in glorifying the souls and bodiestldm that glorify Thee on earth;
and just shalt Thou be in glorifying Thyself, byrteenting the souls and bodies of them that
dishonoured Thee on earth.

He is white in respect of His accusations, for there shall behimg read in thy ditty,
but that which shall be found written either in oleaf of thy conscience or other;
there the sins of thy conception, there the sinthyfyouth, there the sins of thy ignorance,
there the sins against the light of thy conscieaod, there the sins against the law, and there
the sins against the gospel, and all shall be ptedeto thy conscience. O! well is the soul
and conscience that dare lift up the head withiegg, and can say, “Thou Lamb of God,
thou takest away the sins of the world,” Thou tostkeway my sins when Thou wast on
the tree. And can any body tell how ye will compéafore this throne that was never
cleansed with the blood of Jesus? O that blackaesgsdarkness which is abiding that soul
which never yet ran to the blood of the Lamb, toke#@self white in it! So the raising of
all, the compearing of all, the accusation of @le conviction of all, shall be just, and God
shall be glorified in all.

There is also the absolution of the righteous, thedcondemnation of the wicked; and
therefore the throne is called white, because efitimocency and righteousness of the
Judge. Now, brethren, | will go no further at thime than this that follows or remains to
be spoken of, the majesty and terror of the Judgeg on His throne, “and him that sat
on it.” Many shall sit on thrones in that day, buae shall sit above all the rest; for the saints
shall be caught up in the air, and shall all sittbrones, and give out sentence both of
absolution and condemnation, and they shall sawlléHijah, salvation and glory and
power be to the Lord our God, for true and rightea@awe his judgments.” | could never
yet rightly consider the majesty of this Judge. &vens! what aileth thee to flee from the
face of this Judge? O earth! what aileth thee ¢e fland why art thou chased away, and
never seen again? What ails thee, O heavens, thadrrsinned, and O earth, that never
sinned neither, for they had never understandirigetoapable of a law, nor to be subject to
keep a law? What means this? O but | must leave! tfor who can but wonder at this?
Yet | will tell you the cause, you and |, and thengrations before that this firmament has
seen, and this earth seen or born, since the fiagt that God made the earth, and
established this heaven and earth, and since thathéit Adam eat of the forbidden tree,
since that day heaven and earth have been eyesgam®f our sins, and subject to vanity,
and since that day they have been defiled withimiguities, and since that time they have
been subject to bondage and corruption, and theréfey groan with us also, and travel
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with pain together until this present: and therefan that great day, they cannot abide the
face of the Judge.

Now, what is the fruit ye should make of this? ank my God that | preach unto you
SO sure a gospel, even the oracles of the eterod| the earth and the heavens shall pass
away, but this word and oracle shall never pasyatharefore it is not a doubtsome message
that | carry unto you, for it is surer than the e@s, and surer than the earth; and these
eyes of yours, that have seen both the heavenshendarth, shall see the truth of this
spoken here. O that the Lord would fill my heart belly, with this verity, that | might
eat it and drink it, and feed upon it continualind that He would fill me with the spirit of
exhortation, that | might exhort you to meditate tbrs truth both day and night, that the
remembrance of that day might never go out of ymarts. O that you would do it, even
for His sake that left you His heart’s blood tocklen that fire which will burn both the
heavens and the earth: therefore hear, hear! WHaild you hear? things of the last
importance. Is hell, is heaven, is the terror cttday of any importance? And this is not
the blessing of mount Gerizim, but that everlastiegsing which the Judge of all the world
shall pronounce out of his mouth, saying, “Ye béss®f my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you before the foundation of the wdérlind it is nothing to the curse of
the mount Ebal, but it is that everlasting curse amalediction which the Son of God
shall pronounce, saying, “Depart from me, ye cursetb everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels.” (And what shall | sayytmu?) This day is coming, and the
Lord is preparing Himself to come down through ttleuds, to sit on a great white
throne, and the archangel is putting the trumpehi® mouth, and he is near to the
blowing of it, and the rest of the angels are baitiwg when they shall give the last shout,
“Rise, dead, and come to judgment;” the Bridegrasncoming, and the heaven and
the earth are waiting when the Lord shall come is ¢dory, in flaming fire, to burn them
up.

Now, brethren, what should ye do then? It is bustbne thing that | will charge
you with, hear what | am to say to you, | bearriessage of God, and | preach the gospel
that shall judge you; and | am here sent of Godelioyou what is His will towards you;
therefore | charge you all before God, and His Sbnist Jesus, every man and woman, let
this be your occupation this day, turn over thedsaof your conscience, and see there what is
the ditty that thou hast pinned up against thysstice the day that thou wast born, and
look on thy sins before the Lord, and come and agrthem before the Judge, and
crave pardon of them, now in the day of grace;Heris ready to forgive thee and thy sins,
were they never so great; for aye the redder thasoul has been, the virtue of His blood
shall appear the greater in cleansing thee fronsihy. therefore let none of you scare at the
greatness of your sins; for here | testify unto ythat if any of you be condemned, it shall
not be for your sins, but it shall be for conteropthat blood which shall condemn you. O
God! full of mercy and goodness, and of fatherlyecand providence, and never a greater
providence found | in my lifetime, than | found shliast time in my journey, | thank my
God for it; and here | avow, if this blood of misleould go for it, it was acceptable service to
God we did that day. | know there were many thait s their prayers to God for the
maintenance of his liberty, | am sure the Lord deau; for | say to you, the room was
never that | came to, but | found the Lord meeting there, and confirming me that all
was well and acceptable to Him; so that | neventbeweeter providence since | was born.
| see the Lord’s hand is not shortened. O Scotlahdhat thou wouldest repent, and
mourn for the contempt of this so great a lighttthas shined in thee; then thou shouldst
see as glorious a day on God’s poor kirk withirs thind, as ever was seen in any kirk before
from the beginning; then the Lord should be stroamy] glorious, and wonderful in all the
hearts of His own. What is it for him to run sixtear eighteen score of miles to London, and
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then run to the hearts of kings, princes, and roblethe land, and humble them, and
subject them to the crown and kingdom of Jesuss@hBut let them think of it what they
will, I know who has approven of us, for it is thening of the gospel through the whole land,
and it is that the net of Christ may be spread allethat if it were possible we may fang in a
world in it, that they might not perish; it is thathich we seek, and when | look to the
eternity of wrath that is abiding the wicked ofstlworld; then | may say, who would not pity a
world of sinners? But | leave this, and | will gi@d the praise of His own glory, that He can
begin and He can perfect His own work in you: tfeeethis is my petition to God, that ye
may all be presented blameless before Him in thredtglay. Therefore | beseech you all, for
Christ's sake, that every one of you would comérire, by speedy repentance, and that you
would take up Christ in the arms of your souls, #rat ye would take a fill of His flesh and
blood, that ye may never hunger nor thirst any mared, in like manner, He may
know you in that great day to be His own sheepketmwith His own blood. Will ye
have any pleasure at His coming, when ye have eatehdrunken, and taken your
pleasures here, and then shall be flung into heiédfter? So | would beseech you, in all
lenity and meekness of mind, for Christ's cause,wgild not delay at least to mint at
repentance; and if ye cannot get your hearts malsege would, yet run to God, and say,
“Father, have mercy upon me; Father, forgive me)ti @&ause me to repent; Father
send down Thy Spirit to soften my heart. Now, ifweuld do this, ye should be welcome
to Him; for | assure you He delights to show meotypoor penitent sinners, that would
“repent and hunger, and thirst for righteousnelew, | say no more now, but | commend
you all to Him that is able to give you repentaacel remission of sins in the blood of His
Son Jesus Christ. To whom, with the Father, and whte Holy Ghost, be all honour,

praise, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
[November 1898]
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A Sermon.

By the Rev. ®HN OwWEN, D.D.
Preached before The House of Commons, 29th Ap 16l &l
on a day of Public Humiliation.

A vision of unchangeable, free mercy, in sending the means of grace
to undeserving sinners.

“And a vision appeared to Paul the night There stood a man of Macedonia,
and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedomid,teelp us” — Acts 16:9.

The kingdom of Jesus Christ is frequently in the@are compared to growing things;
small in the beginning and first appearance, batdasing by degrees unto glory and
perfection. The shapeless stone cut out withoutifiahaving neither form nor desirable
beauty given unto it, becomes a great mountaihngithe whole earth (Daniel 2:35). The
small vine brought out of Egypt, quickly covers thils with her shadow, her boughs reach
unto the sea, and her branches unto the river$nfF&a8). The tender plant becomes as the
cedars of God; and the grain of mustard seed ta tree for the fowls of the air to make
their nests in the branches thereof. Mountainsnaade plains before it, every valley is
filled, and the crooked paths made straight, thahay have a passage to its appointed
period: and all this, not only not supported byward advantages, but in direct opposition to
the combined power of this whole creation, as fallend in subjection to the “god of this
world,” the head thereof. As Christ was “a tendanp” seemingly easy to be broken, and
“a root out of a dry ground,” not easily flourishinyet liveth for ever; so his people and
kingdom, though as a “lily among thorns,” as “shempong wolves,” as a “turtle
dove among a multitude of devourers,” yet standshaken, at least unshivered.

The main ground and foundation of all this is laidt in verses 6-9 of this chapter,
containing a rich discovery how all things heredwe| especially such as concern the
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gospel and church of Christ, are carried alongufinoinnumerable varieties, and a world
of contingencies, according to the regular motiamsl goings forth of a free, eternal,
unchangeable decree: as all inferior orbs, notwatiting the eccentrics and irregularities of
their own inhabitants, are orderly carried abouth®y/first mover. In verse 6 the planters of
the gospel are “forbid to preach the word in Asina{ part of it peculiarly so called), and
in verse 7, assaying to go with the same messagdithynia, they are crossed by the Spirit
in their attempts; but in my text, are called tplace on which their thoughts were not at all
fixed: which calling, and which forbidding, were tho subservient to his free
determination, who “worketh all things according tiee counsel of his own will”
(Ephesians 1:11). And no doubt but in the dispansadf the gospel throughout the
world, unto this day, there is the like conformitybe found to the pattern of God’s eternal
decrees; though to the messengers not made knowrehaind by revelation, but
discovered in the effects, by the mighty workingPobvidence. Amongst other nations, this is
the day of England’s visitation, “the day-springrfr on high having visited this people,” and
“the Sun of righteousness arising upon us, witHihgan his wings,” a man of England hath
prevailed for assistance, and the free grace of i@abkd wrought us help by the gospel.

Now, in this day, three things are to be done tepkap our spirits unto this duty of
bringing down our souls by humiliation.

First, to take us off the pride of our own perfonoas, endeavours, or any adherent worth
of our own. “Not for your sakes do | this, said therd; be it known unto you, be ye
ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O housds@mel” [O house of
England]. — (Ezekiel 36:32).

Secondly, to root out that atheistical corruptiaich depresses the thoughts of men,
not permitting them, in the highest products of¥tence, to look above contingencies and
secondary causes; though God “hath wrought allwarks for us” (Isaiah 26:12); and
“known unto him are all his works from the begingiof the world” (Acts 15:18).

Thirdly, to shew that the bulk of this people aseyat in the wilderness, far from their
resting place, like sheep upon the mountains, asedsrael (Jeremiah 1:6), as yet
wanting help by the gospel.

The two first of these will be cleared by discomgrhow that all revolutions here below,
especially everything that concerns the dispensatib the gospel and kingdom of the
Lord Jesus, are carried along, according to thenatg-fixed purpose of God, free in itself,
taking neither rise, growth, cause, nor occasimmfanything amongst the sons of men. The
third, by laying open the helpless condition of gglsvanting souls, with some particular
application, to all which my text directly leads nfée words in general are the relation of a
message from heaven unto Paul, to direct him irpth®ishing of the gospel, as to the place,
and persons wherein, and to whom he was to preswthin them you have these four
things; —

1. The manner of it; it was by vision. “A vision @gared.”

2. The time of it. “In the night.”

3. The bringer of it. “A man of Macedonia.”

4. The matter of it. Help for the Macedonians, ipteted (verse 10), to be by
preaching of the gospel. A little clearing of therds will make way for observations.

l. For the manner of the delivery of this messé#g®as by vision. Of all the ways that God
used of old to reveal Himself unto any in an extdwary manner, which were sundry
and various (Hebrews 1:1), there was no one saémgas this of vision. Wherein this did
properly consist, and whereby it was distinguisfredh other ways of the discovery of the
secrets of the Lord, | shall not now discuss. Inggal, visions are revelations of the mind of
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the Lord concerning some hidden things, presefiitare, and not otherwise to be known.
And they were of two sorts; — 1. Revelations metgyyword, or some other more
internal species, without any outward sensible apgece, which, for the most part, was
the Lord’s way of proceeding with the prophets; abhiransient light, or discovery of things
before unknown, they called a vision. 2. Revelaiaccompanied with some sensible
apparitions, and that either — (1.) Of things, asially among the prophets, rods and
pots, wheels and trees, lamps, axes, vessels, @goass, and the like, were presented
unto them. (2.) Of persons, and those, accordingewariety of them, of three sorts. 1st. Of
the second person of the Trinity: and this eitkanstly, in respect of some glorious beams of
His deity as to Isaiah (6:1), with John (12:41); Daniel (10:5,6) as afterwards to John
(Revelation (1:13-15), to which you may add the afijons of the glory of God, not
immediately designing the second person, as Ez@tielpter 1). Secondly, with reference to
His humanity to be assumed, as to Abraham (Ged&sis2), toJoshua (5:13-15), &c. 2nd.
Of angels, as unto Peter (Acts 12:7), to the woiiMatthew 28:2), to John (Revelation
22:8), &c.. 3rd. Of men, as in my text.

Now, the several advancements of all these wagsgimity and pre-eminence, according
as they clearly make out intellectual verity, oc@aling to the honour and exaltation of that
whereof apparition is made, is too fruitless a spa&tton for this day’s exercise. Our
vision is of the latter sort, accompanied with assiele appearance, and is calleasrama.
There be two words in the New Testament signifysngjon, horamaand optasia,coming
from different verbs, but both signifying to se@n® distinguish them, and say tbatasia
is a vision kath’ hupar,an appearance to a man awakerama kath’ onaran appearance
to a man asleep, called sometimes a dream (Job)38Ke that which was made to Joseph
(Matthew 2:19). But this distinction will not holdur Saviour calling that vision which His
disciples had at His transfiguration, when doulstld®ey were wakinghorama(Matthew
17:9). So that | conceive Paul had his vision wgkand the night is specified as the time
thereof, not to intimate his being asleep, but eathis watchfulness, seeking counsel of
God in the night, which way he should apply himgelthe preaching of the gospel. And such,
| suppose, was that of latter days, whereby Godaled to Zuinglius a strong confirmation of
the doctrine of the Lord’s supper, from Exodus 12dgainst the factors for that monstrous
figment of transubstantiation.

Il. For the second, or time of this vision, | negay no more than what before |
intimated.

lIl. The bringer of the message — he was a man atddonia in a vision: the Lord
made an appearance unto him, as of a man of Maegdistovering even to his bodily eyes a
man, and to his mind, that he was to be conceigedraan of Macedonia. This was, say some,
an angel; the tutelar angel of the place, say tpesp expositors, or the genius of the place,
according to the phrase of the heathens, of whay lbarned their demonology; perhaps
him, or his antagonist, that not long before app@ao Brutus at Philippi. But these are
pleasing dreams: us it may suffice, that it wasaggearance of a man, the mind of Paul being
enlightened to apprehend him as a man of Macedamd;that with infallible assurance,
such as usually accompanieth divine revelatiorteem to whom they are made, as Jeremiah
23:28, for upon it Luke affirmeth, verse 10, thesgaredly concluded that the Lord called
them into Macedonia.

IV. The message itself is a discovery of the wdrthe Macedonians, and the assistance
they required, which the Lord was willing should ibgarted unto them. Their want is not
expressed, but included in the assistance desiretithe person unto whom for it they were
directed. Had it been to help them in their estatesy should scarcely have been sent to
Paul, who, | believe, might for the most part sathweter, “Silver and gold have | none.” Or
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had it been with a complaint, that they, who frorpravince of Greece, in a corner of

Europe, had on a sudden been exalted into the engpithe eastern world, were now

enslaved to the Roman power and oppression, thglytrbetter have gone to the Parthians,
then the only state in the world formidable to R@mans. Paul, though a military man,

yet fought not with Nero’s legions, the then visildlevil of the upper world; but with legions of

hell, of whom the earth was now to be cleared.usnbe a soul-want, if he be intrusted with
the supplying of it. And such this was, help fromath, hell, Satan, from the jaws of that
devouring lion. Of this the Lord makes them heresfreak what everyone in that

condition ought to speak, Help for the Lord’s sakeavas a call to preach the gospel.

The words being opened, we must remember what vwead before of their
connection with the verses foregoing; wherein theaghers of the gospel are expressly
hindered, from above, from going to other placex] aalled hither. Whereof no reason is
assigned, but only the will of Him that did emplélyem; and that no other can be
rendered, | am farther convinced, by considerireyémpty conjectures of attempters. God
foresaw that they would oppose the gospel, say8eda. So, say I, might He of all nations
in the world, had not He determined to send Hig@tfial grace for the removal of that
opposition; besides, He grants the means of graaespisers (Matthew 11:21). They
were not prepared for the gospel, says Oecumefgigell, say I, as the Corinthians, whose
preparations you may see (1 Corinthians 6:9-11gnyr other nation, as we shall afterward
declare: yet to this foolish conjecture adhere Rlapists and Arminians. God would have
those places left for to be converted by John, &sdulius; yet the church at Ephesus, the
chief city of those parts, was planted by Paul, Eyatius and Irenaeus. He foresaw a
famine to come upon those places, says Origen, fsdmech He would deliver His own,
and therefore, it seems, left them to the powethefdevil. More such fancies might we
recount, of men unwilling to submit to the will @&od; but upon that, as the sole
discriminating cause of these things, we rest, dralw these three observations: —

l. The rule whereby all things are dispensed helevip especially in the making out of the
means of grace, is the determinate will and couobké&bod. Stay not in Asia, go not into
Bithynia, but come to Macedonia, “even so, O Fatharso,” &c.

Il. The sending of the gospel to any nation, plawepersons, rather than others, as the
means of life and salvation, is of the mere frescgrand good pleasure of God. “Stay not in
Asia,” &c.

[11. No men in the world want help like them thatamt the gospel. “Come and
help us.”

|. Begin we with the first of these: The rule whieye &c. All events and effects,
especially concerning the propagation of the gogpel the church of Christ, are, in
their greatest variety, regulated by the eternappse and counsel of God. All things
below, in their events, are but the wax whereondtegnal seal of God’s purpose hath
left its own impression; and they every wagswer unto it. It is not my mind to
extend this to the generality of things in the wadgrhor to shew how the creature
can by no means deviate from that eternal rulerof/igdence whereby it is guided; no
more than an arrow can avoid the mark after it heteived the impression of an
unerring hand; or well-ordered wheels not turn adoog to the motion given them
by the master-spring; or the wheels in Ezekiel'siam move irregularly to the spirit of
life that was in them. Nor yet, secondly, how that, the other side, doth no way
prejudice the liberty of second causes, in theticas agreeable to the natures they
are indued withal. He who made and preserves tiee éind yet hinders not but that it
should burn, or act necessarily agreeable to itareaby His making, preserving, and
guiding of men, hindereth not, yea, effectually setlh, that they work freely,
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agreeable to their nature. Nor yet, thirdly, toarl@eip what a strait line runs through
all the darkness, confusion, and disorder in theldyohow absolutely, in respect of
the first fountain, and last tendency of thingseréh is neither deformity, fault, nor
deviation, every thing that is amiss consistingthe transgression of a moral rule,
which is the sin of the creature, the first causen free; as he that causeth a lame
man to go is the cause of his going, but not ofdosng lame; or the sun exhaling a
smell from the kennel is the cause of the smellt bat of its noisomeness, for
from a garden his beams raise a sweet savour. N@ttsi amiss but what goeth off
from its own rule; which he cannot do who will dib lais pleasure, and knows no other
rule. But omitting these things, | shall tie my cbsirse to that which | chiefly aimed
at in my proposition, viz., to discover how the gfrevariety which we see in the
dispensation of the means of grace, proceedeth ,frand is regulated by, some
eternal purpose of God, unfolded in His word. Tokmaut this, we must lay down
three things. 1. The wonderful variety in dispemsiof the outward means of
salvation, in respect of them unto whom they wenanted, used by the Lord since the
fall; | say, since the fall, for the grace of predeg from sin, and continuing with
God, had been general, universally extended toyeceeature; but for the grace of
rising from sin, and coming again unto God, thatmade exceeding various, by
some distinguishing purpose. 2. That this outwaispensation being presupposed, yet
in effectual working upon particular persons, théseno less variety, for “he hath
mercy on whom he will have mercy.” 3. Discover thales of this whole
administration.

1. For the first, the promise was at first made untam, and by him doubtless
conveyed to his issue, and preached to the segeradrations, which his eyes beheld,
proceeding from his own loins; but yet the wickedseof the old world, all flesh
corrupting their ways, we may easily collect, thae knowledge of it quickly departed
from the most, sin, banishing the love of God fraheir hearts, hindered the
knowledge of God from continuing in their minds.té&f many revivings, by visions,
revelations, and covenants, it was at length calledrom the wide world, and
wholly restrained to the house, family, and seedbfaham, with whom alone all the
means of grace continued for thrice fourteen gdimrs; they alone were in Goshen,
and all the world besides in thick darkness; thes ¢ heaven was on them as the
fleece, when else all the earth was dry. “God shiehis word unto Jacob, his statutes
and judgments unto Israel, he hath not dealt st aity nation” (Psalm 141:19,20).
The prerogative of the Jews was chiefly in thisattho them were committed the
oracles of God (Romans 3). “To them pertained tdepaion, and the glory, the
covenants, and the giving of the law, the servideGmod, and the promises”
(Romans 9:4). But when the fulness of time came, $lon of God being sent in the
likeness of sinful flesh, drew all men unto Him;daGod, who had before winked at
the time of their ignorance, then called them ewdrgre to repent, commanding the
gospel to be preached to the universality of reabte creatures, and the way of
salvation to be proclaimed unto all; upon whichfemw years, the sound of the gospel
went out into all nations, and the Sun of rightatess displayed His beams upon the
habitable parts of the earth. But yet once more tlght, by Satan and his agents,
persecutors, and seducers, is almost extinguiskeayas foretold (2 Thessalonians 2),
remaining but in few places, and burning dim whigereas, the kingdom of the beast
being full of darkness (Revelation 16:10). Yet Gaglain raiseth up reformers, and
by them kindles a light, we hope, never to be puit 8ut alas, what a spot of ground
doth this shine on, in comparison of the formertvastents, and bounds of the
Christian world! Now is all this variety, think yoto be ascribed unto chance, as the

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 3 p. 35



philosopher thought the world was made by a casoakurrence of atoms? Or hath
the idol free will, with the new goddess continggnculed in these dispensations?
Truly neither the one nor the other, no more thaam fly raised the dust by sitting on
the chariot wheel; but all these things have comepass, according to a certain
unerring rule given them by God’s determinate psgand counsel.

2. Presupposing this variety in the outward medwsy is it that thereupon one is
taken, another left? The promise is made known tonCand Abel; one the first
murderer, the other the first martyr. Jacob and uE$ead the same outward
advantages, but the one becomes Israel, the othlemE- the one inherits the
promises, the other sells his right for a mess oftgge. At the preaching of our
Saviour some believed, some blasphemed; some saidald “a good man, others said, nay,
but he deceived the people.” Have we not the wardd power this day, and do we not
see the like various effects; some continuing ipemtency, others in sincerity closing with
Jesus Christ? Now, what shall we say to these sRinghat guides these wheels? Who thus
steers His word for the good of souls? Why, thisoalas | said before, is from some
peculiarly distinguishing purpose of the will of &o

3. To open the third thing proposed, | shall shely That all this variety is
according to God’s determinate purpose, and anslwehereunto; (2)The particular
purposes from whence this variety proceedeth.

(1.) “He worketh all things according to the counsiehis own will” (Ephesians
1:11). As a man may be said to erect a fabric duegrto the counsel of his will, when he
frameth it before in his mind, and maketh all tlsimg event answer his preconceived platform.
All things (especially all those things of whictetapostle there treateth, gospel things) have
their futurition, and manner of being, from His reta@l purpose; whence also is the idea in
the mind of God, of all things with their circumstas, that shall be: that is the first mover,
continuing itself immoveable, giving to everythimgregular motion, according to the
impression which from that it doth receive. “Foromn unto him are all his works from
the beginning of the world” (Acts 15:18)f any attendants of actions might free and
exempt them from the regular dependance we inga@t,uhey must be either contingency or
sin; but yet for both these we have, besides gkengles, clear, particular instances. What
seems more contingent and casual than the unadsiggidg of a man with the fall of the
head of an axe from the helve, as a man was cuttwogd by the wayside?
(Deuteronomy 19:5)Yet God assumes this as His own work (Exodus 233 same may
be said of free agents and their actions. AndHerdther, see Acts 4:27,48,the crucifying
of the Son of God’s love, all things came to passoading as His counsel had before
determined that it should be done. Now, how inahe of these liberty is not abridged, the
nature of things not changed in the other, sinas eountenanced, belongs not to this
discourse. “The counsel of the Lord then standethever, and the thoughts of his heart
are unto all generations” (Psalm 33.13jlis counsel standeth, and he will do all his
pleasure” (Isaiah 46:10). “For he is the Lord, amel changeth not” (Malachi 3:6).
“With him is neither variableness nor shadow ofning” (James 1:17)All things that are,
come to pass in that unchangeable method in whiehh&th laid them down from all
eternity.

(2.) Let us look peculiarly upon the purposes adiogy to which the dispensations of the
gospel, both in sending and withholding it, do e

[1.] For the not sending of the means of grace antppeople, whereby they hear not the
joyful sound of the gospel, but have in all ageldofeed dumb idols, as many do unto this
day. In this chapter of which we treat, the gospdbrbidden to be preached in Asia and
Bithynia, which restraint the Lord by His providenas yet continues to many parts of
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the world. Now, the purpose from whence this prdetie and whereby it is regulated, you
have, “What if God, willing to shew his wrath, atalmake his power known, endured with
much long-suffering the vessels of his wrath fitte@ destruction” (Romans 9:22),
compared with,“Thou hast hid these things from the prudent andewiEven so, O
Father, for so it seemed good before thee” (MattlHdw25,26), and with'He suffered all
nations to walk in their own ways” (Acts 14:16). WoGod’s not sending the truth hath the
same design and aim with His sending the efficalceroor, viz, “That they all may be
damned” who have it not, “there being no other namder heaven whereby they may
be saved,” but only that which is not revealed uhtem; God, in the meantime, being no
more the cause of their sins, for which they indamnation, than the sun is the cause of
cold and darkness which follow the absence theogdfe is the cause of a man’s imprisonment
for debt, who will not pay his debt for him, thoublke be no wapbliged so to do. So then
the not sending of the gospel to any people ischimegulated by that eternal purpose of
God, whereby He determineth to advance the gloriisfjustice, by permitting some
men to sin, to continue in their sin, and for ©insend them to their own place: as a king’'s
not sending a pardon to condemned malefactors issae of his purpose, that they shall
die for their faults. When you see the gospel ggedy, and through wonderful varieties
and unexpected providences, carried away from pleeknow that the spirit which moves
in those wheels is that purpose of God which we magounted.

[2.] To some people, to some nations, the gospetind: God calls them to repentance
and acknowledgment of the truth — as in my textcéddimnia; and England, the day
wherein we breathe. Now there is in this a twofalch: 1. Peculiar, towards some in
their conversion; 2. General, towards all for cation. And therefore it is acted according to a
twofold purpose, which carries it along and isifldél thereby.

1st. His purpose of saving some in and by JesusstCleffectually to bring them unto
Himself, for the praise of His glorious grace. Upahomsoever the seal of the Lord is
stamped, that God knows them, and owns them agd#lteem He will cause His gospel to
be revealed. In Acts 18:10, Paul is commanded ideaht Corinth, and to preach there,
because God had much people in that city: thoughd#vil had them in present possession
yet they were God'’s in His eternal counsel. Anchsaagthese they were, for whose sake the man
of Macedonia is sent on his message. Have you nexem the gospel hover about a nation,
now and then about to settle, and anon scared pod wing again; yet working through
difficulties, making plains of mountains, and fij valleys, overthrowing armies, putting
aliens to flight, and at length taking firm rodtdithe cedars of God? Truly, if you have not,
you are strangers to the place wherein you livewNwhat is all this but the working of
the purpose of God to attain its proposed end tfegang His saints to Himself? In effectual
working of grace also for conversion and salvatiwhence do you think it takes its rule and
determination, in respect of particular objectat ihshould be directed to John, not Judas;
Simon Peter, not Simon Magus? Why, only from themiminating counsel of God from
eternity, to bring the one and not the other to skhhby Christ. “The Lord added to the
church such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47). Thpgse of saving is the rule of adding
to the church of believers. And, “As many believaiwere ordained to eternal life” (Acts
13:48). Their fore-ordaining to life eternal givéem right to faith and belief. The purpose of
God's election is the rule of dispensing savingcgra

2nd. His purpose of leaving some inexcusable iir #ies for the farther manifestation of
His glorious justice, is the rule of dispensing therd unto them. Did you never see the
gospel sent or continued to an unthankful peopiegng forth no fruits meet for it?
Wherefore it is so sent (see Isaiah 6:9,10), whidphecy you have fulfilled (John 12:41,42),
in men described (Jude 4; 1 Peter 2:8). But herenas strike sail; the waves swell, and it
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is no easy task to sail in this gulf. The rightewss of God is a great mountain, easy to be
seen; but His judgments like the great deep; whio £@arch into the bottom thereof?
(Psalm 36:6). And so | have, | hope, discovered hthhings here below, concerning the
promulgation of the gospel, are, in their greatestety, straightly regulated by the eternal
purposes and counsel of God. The uses of it follow.

Use 1. To discover whence it is that the work of reformiing worship of God, and
settling the almost departing gospel, hath so pbvilgrbeen carried along in this nation;
that a beautiful fabric is seen to arise in thesihf all oppositions, with the confusion of
axes and hammers sounding about it, though theldrgilhave been forced oftentimes, not
only with one hand but with both, to hold the weapof war; that although the wheels of our
chariots have been knocked off, and they drivervihgayet the regular motions of the
superior wheels of providence have carried on thggh towards the resting-place aimed
at; that the ship hath been directed to the pbdugh the storm had quite puzzled the
pilots and mariners: even from hence, that all gnésait variety was but to work out one certain,
fore-appointed end, proceeding in the tracts artispwhich were traced out for it from
eternity; which, though they have seemed to us aema labyrinth, such a world of
contingencies and various chances hath the worlsgghshrough, yet, indeed, all the
passages thereof have been regular and straigbweaimg the platform laid down for
the whole in the counsel of God. Daniel, chapten8kes his supplication for the restoration
of Jerusalem; in verse 23, an angel is sent to tliefl that “at the beginning of his
supplication the commandment came forth,” viz. thathould be accomplished; it was
before determined, and is now set on work: butwleat mountains of opposition, what
hindrances, lay in the way! Cyrus must come to ¢t@vn, by the death or slaughter of
Darius; his heart be moved to send some to the work short time Cyrus is cut off. Now
difficulties arise from the following kings. Whaheir flattering counsellors, what the
malignant nations about them conspired, the bodkblahemiah and Ezra sufficiently
declare. Whence, in verse 25, the angel tells Déma from “the commandment to restore
and build Jerusalem unto Messiah the prince, bleatleven weeks, and sixty-two weeks;
the street shall be built again, and the wall auliesome times.” That is, it shall be seven
weeks to the finishing of Jerusalem, and thendeléesiah the prince, sixty-two weeks seven
weeks, that is, forty-nine years, for so much iswfaom the decree of Cyrus to the finishing
of the wall by Nehemiah; of which time the tempée, the Jews affirmed, was all but
three years in building (John 2:20). During whighace, how often did the hearts of the
people of God faint in their troubles, as thouglytishould never have seen an end? And
therefore, ever and anon, they were ready to giex,@s in Haggai 1:2. But yet we see the
decree was fixed, and all those varieties did bdedy work in an exact method for the
glorious accomplishment of it.

England’s troubles have not yet endured abovethalfodd years of those reformers’
task; yet, how short breathed are men! What fagnignthere! What repining, what grudging
against the ways of the Lord! But let me tell ythat as the water in the stream will not go
higher than the head of the fountain, no more télwork in hand be carried one step higher,
or beyond the aim of its fountain, the counsel @dGfrom whence it hath its rise. And
yet, as a river will break through all oppositioaad swell to the height of mountains, to go to
the sea from whence it came; so will the strearthefgospel, when it comes out from
God, break down all mountains of opposition, and e hindered from resting in its
appointed place. It were an easy thing to recalryminds to some trembling periods of
time, when there was trembling in our armies, aathbling in our councils; trembling to be
ashamed, to be repented of; trembling in the cayd in the country; and men were
almost at their wits’ end for the sorrows and feairshose days; and yet we see how the
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unchangeable purpose of God hath wrought strohgbugh all these straits, from one end
to another, that nothing might fall to the grourfdwdhat He had determined. If a man in
those days had gone about to persuade us thatirafiressures were good omens, that they
all wrought together for our good, we could haverbeeady to cry with the woman who,
when she had recounted her griefs to the physiaad, he still replied they were good
signs, “good signs have undone me,” these goodssvgifl be our ruin: yet, behold,
we hope the contrary. Our day hath been like thanhtroned (Zechariah 14:6,7), a day
whose light is neither clear nor dark, a day knamaty to the Lord, seeming to us to be
neither day nor night. But God knew all this whileat it was a day, He saw how
it all wrought for the appointed end, and in themiwng, in the close, it will be light —
so light as to be to us discernible. In the meaeatwe are like unskilful men going to
the house of some curious artist, so long as heahsut his work, despise it as
confused, but when it is finished admire it as ¢beret. Whilst the passages of
providence are on us, all is confusion, but wheea tabric is reared, glorious.

Use 2 Learn to look upon the wisdom of God in carrying tings through this
wonderful variety, exactly to answer His own etémapose; suffering so many mountains
to lie in the way of reforming His churches andtieg the gospel, that His spirit
may have the glory, and His people the comfortihieir removal. It is a high and noble
contemplation to consider the purposes of Godas@$ by the event revealed, and to see
what impressions His wisdom and power do leave uporgs accomplished here below,
to read in them a temporary history of His etegmlnsels. Some men may deem it strange
that His determinate will, which gives rule to tkethings, and could in a word have
reached its own appointment, should carry His peopb many journeys in the
wilderness, and keep us thus long in so low estasay, not to speak of His own glory,
which hath sparkled forth of this flinty oppositiothere be divers things — things of
light, for our good — which He hath brought fortht @f all that darkness wherewith we
have been overclouded. Take a few instances.f(thete had been no difficulties, there
had been no deliverances. And did we never findhaarts so enlarged towards God upon
such advantages, as to say, Well, this day’s teropepirit was cheaply purchased by
yesterday’s anguish and fear? That was but a bgitigat sea. (2.) Had there been no
tempests and storms, we had not made out for sh&id you never run to a tree for
shelter in a storm, and find fruit which you expmettnot? Did you never go to God for
safeguard in these times, driven by outward storansl, there find unexpected fruit, the
“peaceable fruit of righteousness,” that made yay, $lappy tempest, which cast me into
such a harbour? It was a storm that occasioneddis®overy of the golden mines of
India. Hath not a storm driven some to the discpwérthe richer mines of the love of God
in Christ? (3.) Had not Esau come against him viatlr hundred men, Jacob had not
been called Israel; he had not been put to it fohtis strength with God, and so to
prevail. Who would not purchase with the greatestrdss that heavenly comfort
which is in the return of prayers? The strengthGadd’s Jacobs in this kingdom
had not been known, if the Esaus had not come ag#imem. Some say this war hath
made a discovery of England’s strength, what ialde to do. | think so also, not
what armies it can raise against men, but with wdraties of prayers and tears it is
able to deal with God. Had not the brethren stravehe womb, Rebekah had not
asked, “Why am | thus?” Nor received that answerhé elder shall serve the
younger,” Had not two sorts of people strugglethim womb of this kingdom, we had
not sought, nor received, such gracious answersis Tdo all the various motions of
the lower wheels serve for our good, and exactlswar the impression they receive
from the master-spring, the eternal purpose of Gafdthis hitherto.
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Il. The sending of the gospel to any one natiohaathan another, as the means of life
and salvation, is of theaere free grace and good pleasure of God

Now, before | come to make out the absolute indépecy and freedom of this
distinguishing mercy, | shall premise three things.

1. That the not sending of the gospel to any persopeople is of God’s mere good
pleasure, and not of any peculiar distinguishingnelét in that person or people. No man or
nation doth “majorem ponere obicem,” lay more @ager obstacles against the gospel than
another. There is nothing imaginable to lay a blocihe passage thereof but only sin. Now,
these sins are, or may be, of two sorts; eithest, fAgainst the gospel itself, which may
possibly hinder the receiving of the gospel, butthe sending of it, which it presupposeth;
secondly, Against the covenant they are under,thedight they are guided by, before the
beams of the gospel shine upon them. Now, in tgeserally all are equal, all having sinned
and come short of the glory of God: and in particglins against the law and light of nature,
no nations have gone further than they which wermnsst enlightened with the word, as
afterward will appear: so that the sole cause of h the good pleasure of God, as our
Saviour affirmeth (Matthew 11:25,26).

2. That sins against the covenant of works, whiem mare under before the gospel comes
unto them, cannot have any general demerit, tieatgans of life and salvation by free grace
should not be imparted to them. It is true, alioa have deserved to be turned into hell, and
a people that have had the truth, and detainedungodliness, deserve to be deprived of it;
the first, by virtue of the sanction of the firgsbken covenant; the other, by sinning against
that which they had of the second. But that mea fallen condition, and not able to rise,
should hereby deserve not to be helped up, nesdetk distinction to clear it.

There is, then, a twofold demerit and indignitygre merely negative, or a not deserving
to have good done unto us; the other positive, rdegpthat good should not be done unto
us. The first of these is found in all the world,respect of the dispensation of the gospel. If
the Lord should bestow it only on those who desérude must for ever keep it closed up in
the eternal treasure of His own bosom. The sec®fmlind directly in none, in respect of that
peculiar way which is discovered in the gospeldose they had not sinned against it; which,
rightly considered, gives no small lustre to theefiom of grace.

3. That there is a right in the gospel, and a $ine that gracious dispensation to be made
known to all people in the world; that no singutartion of the earth should be any longer a
holy land, or any mountain of the world lift up liead above its fellows. And this right hath
a double foundation.

(1.) The infinite value and worth of the blood dfrist, giving fulness and fitness to the
promises founded thereon to be propounded to ailkiné; for through His blood remission
of sins is preached to whosoever believes on HigtgA0:43), — “to every creature” (Mark
16:15). God would have a price of that infiniteualfor sin laid down, as might justly give
advantage to proclaim a pardon infinitely to akitthwill come in and accept of it, — there
being in it no defect at all (though intentionatigly a ransom for some), but that by it the
world might know that He had done whatsoever thtbéfacommanded Him (John 14:31),

(2.) In that economy and dispensation of the geddée new covenant, breaking forth
in these latter days, whereby all external distomctof places and persons, people and
nations, being removed, Jesus Christ taketh atbmsto be His inheritance, dispensing to all
men the grace of the gospel, bringing salvatiorsessneth best to Him (Titus 2:11,12). For
being lifted up, He drew all men unto Him, haviegleemed us with His blood, “out of every
kindred and tongue, people and nation” (Reveladi®). And on these two grounds it is that
the gospel hath in itself a right and fitness tgbeached to all, even as many as the Lord our
God shall call.
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These things being premised, | come to the proth®fssertion.

Deuteronomy 7:7,8: Moses is very careful in sungigces to get this to take an
impression upon their spirits, that it was mere fgeace that exalted them into that condition
and dignity wherein they stood, by their approactiouGod, in the enjoyment of his
ordinances; — in this most clearly rendering theseaof God’s love in choosing them,
mentioned, in verse 7, to be only His love. In ee8s His love towards them is the cause of
His love, — His free love eternally determining,sHree love actually conferring, those
distinguishing mercies upon them. It was not foeithrighteousness, for they were a
stiffnecked people (Deuteronomy 9:6).

Matthew 11:25,26: Our Saviour laying both thesendki together, the hiding of the
mysteries of salvation from some, and revealingnthe others, renders the same reason and
supreme cause of both, of which no account carmheered, only the good pleasure of God:
“ | thank thee, O Father.” And if any will proced&igher, and say, Where is the justice of
this, that men equally obnoxious should be thugjuaky accepted? we say, with Paul, “That
he will have mercy on whom he will have mercy, avttbom he will he hardeneth. And who
art thou, O man, that disputest against God?” tSie$ homo, et ego homo, audiamus
dicentem, O homo, Tu quis?” To send a pardon toestirat are condemned, suffering the
rest to suffer, hath no injustice. If this will nsatisfy, let us say, with the same apostle, in
Romans 11:33, “O the depth,” &c.

Yea, so far is it from truth, that God should disge and grant His word and means of
grace by any other rule, or upon any other motivan His own will and good pleasure, that
we find in Scripture the direct contrary to what weuld suppose, — even mercy showed
to the more unworthy, and the more worthy passedrdiykoning worthiness and
unworthiness by less or greater sin, with less orerendeavours. Christ preaches to
Chorazin and Bethsaida, whietould not repent; and at the same time denies tire o
Tyre and Sidon, which would have gotten on sachkc#otd ashes, when the other continued
delicate despisers (Matthew 11:21). Ezekiel (3s5§ent to them that would not hear him,
passing by them that would have hearkened, whiahast clear, “The Gentiles, which
followed not after righteousness, have attainedighteousness, even the righteousness
which is of faith; but Israel, which followed aftire law of righteousness, hath not attained to
the law of righteousness” (Romans 9:30,31). Ifthea dispensation of the gospel, the Lord
had had any respect to the desert of people, @otimat famous place of sinning, had not so
soon enjoyed it, — the people whereof, feorship, were led away with dumb idols (1
Corinthians 12:2); and for theirlives, you have them drawn to the life, “Fornicators,
idolaters, adulterers; effeminate, abusers of tledras with mankind, thieves, covetous,
drunkards, revilers, extortioners” (1 Corinthian9-61). — Some of you were fornicators,
some idolaters; “but ye are sanctified.” Seem hese to the eye of flesh goodly qualifications
for the gospel of Jesus Christ? Had these men deatt withal according as they had
disposed themselves, not fitter fuel for hell cotlid justice of God require; but yet ye see to
these the gospel comes with the first, “a lightnglsi to them that sit in darkness and in
the shadow of death.”

If God send or grant the gospel, which is the medrgrace, upon any other ground but
his mere good pleasure, then it must be an aambinerative justice. Now, there is no such
justice in God towards the creature, but what ismtted upon some preceding covenant, or
promise of God to the creature, — which is the dolyndation of all relation between
God and man, — but only those that attend creatr@hsovereignty. Now, what promise do
you find made to, or covenant with, a people asnyttout the gospel — | mean conditional
promises, inferring any good to be bestowed onrequired performance on their part?
Free, absolute promises there are innumerable]igatshould shine to them that were in

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 3 p. 41



darkness, and those be called God’s people whicte wet His people; but such as
depend on any condition on their part to be fddll we find none. God bargains not with
the creature about the gospel, knowing how unaéles to be merchant for such pearls. If a
man had all that goodness which may be found in witlrout Jesus Christ, they would not in
the least measure procure a discovery of him.

| deny not but God may, and perhaps sometimes detlgal himself to some in a
peculiar and extraordinary manner. Whereunto tethd$ story in Aquinas, of a corpse
taken up in the days of Constantine and Irene, wighate of gold, and this inscription on
it, “Christus nascetur ex virgine, ego credo iunl. O sol sub Irenae et Constantini
temporibus iterum me videbis.” But that this shobkl regular unto men living, or using
their naturals aright (which is impossible theyddpthe right use of naturals depending on
supernaturals), is wide from the word.

If there be any outward motive of granting the gdsynto any, it is some acceptable
performances of theirs, holding up to the rule aiilof God. Now, this will and rule having
no saving revelation but by the gospel, which sthéllis be procured by acts agreeable unto
it, make up a flat contradiction, — supposing tkeeealation of the gospel before it be
revealed. Doubtless, according to all rules ofigesto us made known, it is an easier thing to
deserve heaven by obedience now under the coveriawbrks, than being under that
covenant, to do any thing that might cause a neywolvaalvation; such as the gospel is, to be
revealed.

With some observations | descend to application.

[1.] There is the same reason of continuing thepgbsinto a people as of sending it;
especially if oppositions rise high, apt and ahléhemselves for its removal. Never nation as
yet enjoyed the word that deserved the continuasicéhe word. God hath always
something against a people, to make the continoinglis grace to be of grace, the not
removing of His love to be merely of love, and gireaching of the gospel to be a mercy of
the gospel, free and undeserved. Though there ki&,vand labour, and patience for
Christ’s sake at Ephesus; yet there is somewhahsigephesus (Revelation 2:4,5), for
which He might justly remove His candlestick; arfdHie doth it not, it is of the same
mercy that first set it there. As God lays out goess and grace in the entrance; so
patience, long-suffering, and forbearance in thetinoance. He bears with our manners,
whilst we grieve His Spirit. Look upon the facetbhfs kingdom, and view the body of the
people; think of the profaneness, villany, tramglupon the blood of Jesus, ignorance,
contempt of God and His ways, despising His ordeesn reviling His servants,
branding and defaming the power of godliness, merseg and tearing one another, —
and yet hear the joyful sound of the word in eveoyner; and you will quickly conclude,
that you see a great fight of God'’s love againstsins, and not of our goodness for His love.

[2.] There is the same reason of the reformatiod #me doctrine of the gospel
corrupted with error, and of the worship of Godlagpéed with superstition, as of the first
implantation of the gospel. God, in His just judgref late ages, had sent upon the western
world the efficacy of error, that they should bedidies, because they received not the love of
the truth; as He foretold (2 Thessalonians 2). Nelence is it that we see some of the nations
thereof as yet suffered to walk in their own wagthers called to repentance, some
wildernesses turned into green pastures for thek fid God, and some places made barren
wildernesses for the wickedness of them that dwedtein? How comes it that this island
glories in a reformation, and Spain sits still @richess? Is it because we were better than
they, or less engaged in antichristian delusions@biless no. No nation in the world drank
deeper of that cup of abomination. It was a proirbpeech amongst all, “England was
our good ass” (a beast of burden) for (Antichristom they called) the Pope. Nothing but

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 3 p. 42



the good pleasure of God and Christ, freely conmtiingefine us (Malachi 3:1,4), caused this
distinction.

[3.] Though men can do nothing towards the proguohthe gospel, yet men may do
much for the expulsion of the gospel. If the huslaen prove idle or self-seekers, the
vineyard will be let to others; and if the peopled darkness more than light, the candlestick
will be removed. Let England beware! Now this meayrdo, either upon the first entrance of
the gospel, or after some continuance of it. Thgpgbspreading itself over the earth, finds
entertainment, like that of men's seeking planteicamongst the barbarous nations;
sometimes kept out with hideous outcries at theeshe sometimes suffered to enter with
admiration, and a little after violently assaulted.

1st. In the first way, how do we find the Jews puttireg from them the word of
life, and rejecting the counsel of Gatlits first entrances;- callingfor night at the rising of
the sun! Hence, in Acts 13:41, Paul concludes kisnen to them with, “Behold, ye
despisers, and wonder, and perish;” — and in v8sdét was necessary the word should be
preached to them; but seeing they judged themselaesrthy, they were forsaken; —
and in verse 51, they shake off the dust of thegt fagainst them, — a common symbol
in those days of the highest indignation and deep@se. The like stubbornness we find in
them (Acts 28); whereupon the apostle wholly turhiedself to the Gentiles, in verse 28. How
many nations of Europe, at the beginning of theoReétion, rejected the gospel of God,
and procured Christ, with the Gardarenes, to degpsidoon as He was entered, will be
found at the last day written with the blood of tmartyrs of Jesus that suffered amongst
them!

2ndly, After some continuancgothe Church of Laodicea, having for a while enjottesl

word, fell into such a tepid condition, — so littheoved with that fire that Christ came to
send upon the earth (Revelation 3:15,16), — thatltbrd was even sick and weary with
hearing them. The Church of Rome, famous at thst, fyet quickly, by the advantage of
outward supportments and glorious fancies, becasad bf that fatal rebellion against Jesus
Christ, which spread itself over most of the ch@xlin the world; God hereupon sending
upon them the “efficacy of error to believe a libat they all might be damned that
believe not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighs@ess” (2 Thessalonians 2) — suffering
them to retain the empty names of Church and Gosyeth, because they usurp only for
their advantage here, to appear glorious, the kaliduse for the advancing of His justice
hereafter, to show them inexcusable. O Lord, hovs \Eagland of late, by Thy mercy,
delivered from this snare! A captain being chosenthe return of this people into Egypt,
O how hath Thy grace fought against our backslidhkgd let none seek to extenuate this
mercy, by catalogues of errors still amongst usréghis more danger of apostasy against
Christ, and rebellion against the truth, in one \Baish error, owned by men pretending to
power and jurisdiction over others, than in fiventdted scattered amongst inconsiderable,
disunited individuals. | would to God we could afleak and think the same things, — that
we were all of one mind, even in the most minutiéedences that are now amongst us.
But yet the truth is, the kingdom of Jesus Christar shakes amongst a people until men,
pretending to act with a combined mixed power o&ven and earth, unto which all
sheaves must bow or be thrashed, do, by virtudisfttust, set up and impose things or
opinions deviating from the rule. As it was in tlRapacy, errors owned by mixed
associations, civil and ecclesiastical, are for thest part incurable, be they never so
absurd and foolish; of which the Lutherian ubigestiand consubstantiation are a
tremendous example. These things being presuppesed,

Usel. Let no flesh glory in themselves, but let evesytimbe stoppedpr we have all sinned
and come short of the glory of God. Who hath mdwsepossessors of the gospel to differ
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from others? or what have they that they have eotived? (1 Corinthians 4:%)/hy
are these things hidden from the great and wish@fworld, and revealed to babes and
children, but because, O Father, so it pleased T(idatthew 11:26). “He hath mercy on
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he haretéi (Romans 9:18). Ah, Lord, if
theglory and pomp of the worlchight prevail with Thee to send Thy gospel, it wbalpply
the room of the cursed Alkoran, and spread itselthie palaces of that strong lion of the
east who sets his throne upon the necks of kings; &as! Jesus Christ is not there. If
wisdom, learning, pretended gravity, counterfelirfess, real policyywere of any value in thine
eyes to procure the word of life, it would be aefand glorious at Rome as ever; but, alas!
Antichrist hath his throne there. Jesus Christas there. If will worship and humilities,
neglect of the body, maceration, superstitions,dbgand vainly-repeated prayersad any
efficacy before the Lord, the gospel, perhaps, migh in the cells of some recluses and
monks; but, alas! Jesus Christ is not theremdral virtuesto an amazement, exact civil
honesty and justice, that soul of human societyldcdave prevailed aught, the heathen
worthies in the days of old had had the promises;dlas! Jesus Christ was far away. Now, if
all these be passed by, to whom is the reporteltrd made known? to “whom is his arm
revealed?” Why, to a handful of poor sinners amotigs nations formerly counted fierce
and barbarous. And what shall we say to these #1ri@ the depth,” &c.

Use2. Let England consider with fear and trembling tigpensation that it is now
under, — | say, with fear and trembling, for this day is therd’s day, wherein He will purge
us or burn us, according as we shall be found sibredross: — it is our day, wherein
we must mend or end. Let us look to the rock frohemce we were hewed, and the hole of
the pit from whence we were digged. Was not oundatan Amorite, and our mother an
Hittite? Are we not the posterity of idolatrous gemitors? — of those who worshipped them
who by nature were no gods? How often, also, Haghland forfeited the gospel! God having
taken it twice awaywho is not forward to seize upon the forfeituretta very morning
of the gospel, the Sun of righteousness shone tipeiand; and they say the first potentate
on the earth that owned it was in Britain. Buttawas here soon professed, so it was here
soon abused; that part of this island which isecalEngland being the first place | read of
which was totally bereaved of the gospel, — thersiaf the then pagan Saxons fattening
the land with the blood of the Christian inhabisarand in the close wholly subverting the
worship of God. Long it was not ere this cloud v@®wn over: and those men who had
been instruments to root out others submitted twm necks to the yoke of the Lord; and,
under exceeding variety in civil affairs, enjoydue tword of grace, until, by insensible
degrees, like summer unto winter, or light untokdass, it gives place to antichristian
superstition, and left the land in little less trmpaganish darkness, drinking deep of the cup
of abominations mingled for it by the Roman harknd is there mercy yet in God to recover
a twice over lost backsliding people? Might not tleed have said unto us, What shall | do
unto thee, O island? How shall | make thee as Adrtadw shall | set thee as Zeboim?
But His heart is turned within Him, His repentingee kindled together: the dry bones
shall live, and the fleece shall be wet, thoughtladl earth be dry. God will again water His
garden, once more purge His vineyard, — once mdreis own accord He will take
England upon liking, though He had twice deservedined it out of His service. So that,
“coming as a refiner’s fire, and as fuller's so&ppurify the sons of Levi, to purge them
as gold and silver, to offer to the Lord an offgrim righteousness,” to reform His
Churches, England, as soon as any, hath the beartitcomfort thereof. Nay, the
reformation of England shall be more glorious tlkdmny nation in the world, being carried
on neither by might nor power, but only by the Bmf the Lord of hosts. But is this the
utmost period of England’s sinning, and God’s shaywmercy, in continuing and
restoring of the gospel? No, truly: we again in days have made forfeiture of the purity of
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His worship, by an almost universal treacherousstggy; from which the free grace and
good pleasure of God hath made a great progresstagards recovery.

There are two sorts of men that | find exceedinglgdy to extenuate and lessen the
superstition and popish tyranny of the former days, which we were falling.

(1.) Such as were industriously instrumental imihose suffrages had been loud for the
choice of a captain to return into Egypt, — memtad with the errors and loaded with the
preferments of the times; with all those who blyn@didhere to that faction of men who
as yet covertly drive on that design: — to suclhase all was nothing, and to them it is no
mercy to be delivered. And the truth is, it is &adiar to the lamb, and not the wolf, to have
him taken out of his mouth; but these men haverésteby those things which have no ears,
against which there is no contending.

(2.) Such as are disturbed in their optics, or hgotten false glasses, representing all
things unto them in dubious colours. Which way sethey look, they can see nothing
but errors, — errors of all sizes, sorts, sects] sexes, — errors and heresies from the
beginning to the end; which have deceived some menhof the worst, and made them
think that all before was nothing, in comparisortlté present confusion. A great sign they
felt it not, or were not troubled at it; as if meimould come into a field, and seeing some red
weeds and cockle among the corn, should instafiyrathere is no corn there, but all
weeds, and that it were much better the hedges dawe, and the whole field laid open to
the boars of the forest: but the harvest will oag dhow the truth of these things. But that
these apprehensions may not too much prevail, g¢ovilifying and extenuating of God’s
mercy, in restoring to us the purity and libertytloé gospel, give me leave in a few words, to
set out the danger of that apostasy from whichgibed pleasure of God hath given us a
deliverance. | shall instance only in a few thif@bserve then, that, —

[1.] The darling errors of late years were all leéh stones of the old Babel, closing and
coupling with that tremendous fabric which the n@aihnsin had erected to dethrone
Jesus Christ, — came out of the belly of that Trdjarse, that fatal engine, which was
framed to betray the city of God. They were pomsiors, such as whereof that apostasy did
consist which only is to be looked upon as the tgadlaerse state of the kingdom of the Lord
Christ. For a man to be disorderly in a civil statea, oftentimes through turbulency to break
the peace, is nothing to an underhand combinatitmseme formidable enemy for the utter
subversion of it. Heedless and headless errors bregd disturbance enough, in scattered
individuals, unto the people of God; but such asdt¢o a peace and association “cum
ecclesia malignantium,” tending to a total subwarsof the sacred state, are far more
dangerous. Now, such were the innovations of tteeHerarchists. In worship, their paintings,
crossings, crucifixes, bowings, cringings, altéapers, wafers, organs, anthems, litany, rails,
images, copes, vestments, — what were they but Roramish, an Italian dress for our
devotion, to draw on conformity with that enemytloé Lord Jesus? In doctrine, the divinity
of Episcopacy, auricular confession, free-will, ggstination on faith, yea, works foreseen,
“limbus patrum,” justification by works, fallingdm grace, authority of a church, which none
knew what it was, canonical obedience, holinesshoirches, and the like innumerable, —
what were they but helps to Sancta Clara, to mélkeua articles of religion speak good
Roman Catholic? How did their old father of Romfragh his spirit, to see such chariots as
those provided to bring England again unto him!sT¢iosing with Popery was the sting in
the errors of those days, which cause pining, ifdeath, in the episcopal pot.

[2.] They were such as raked up the ashes of tlseeahworthies, whose spirits God
stirred up to reform his church, and rendered thentemptible before all, especially those of
England, the most whereof died in giving their vei$s against the blind figment of the
real presence, and that abominable blasphemy ofctinged mass. In especial, how did
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England, heretofore termed ass, turn ape to the plogving set up a stage, and furnished
it with all things necessary for an unbloody saceif ready to set up the abomination of a
desolation, and close with the god Maozim (godootds) (Daniel 11:38), who hath all their
peculiar devotion at Rome?

[3.] They were in the management of men which haerd dangerous and pernicious
gualifications: as, —

1st, A false repute of learning; | say, a false repuiethe greater part, especially of
the greatest. And yet, taking advantage of vulgaeem, they bare out as though they had
engrossed a monopoly of it, — though | presumevibdd was never deceived by more
empty pretenders, especially in respect of anydskriiowledge in divinity or antiquity: but
yet their great preferments had got them a greaiteeof great deservings, — enough to
blind the eyes of poor mortals adoring them atstatice, and to persuade them, that all
was not only law, but gospel too, which they braamthand this rendered the infection
dangerous.

2ndly, A great hatred of godliness in the power thereofary thing beyond a form, in
whomsoever it was found; yea, how many odious aaij@hs were invented for bare
profession, to render it contemptible! — especiatiythe exercise of their jurisdiction,
thundering their censures against all appearanceeaf, and closing with all profane
impieties; for were a man a drunkard, a swear&alzbath-breaker, an unclean person, so he
were no Puritan, and had money, — “patet atri jadiiess,” the Episcopal heaven was
open for them all. Now, this was a dangerous astraetive qualification, which, | believe, is
not professedly found in any party amongst us.

3dly, Which was worst of all, they had centred in the&istims an unfathomable depth of
power, civil and ecclesiastical, to stamp their stptical errors with authority, — giving
them not only the countenance of greatness, bustitegth of power, violently urging
obedience; and to me the sword of error never datgyerously but when it is managed
with such a hand. This | am sure, that errors ichsare not recoverable, without the
utmost danger of the civil state.

Let now, | beseech you, these and the like thirgscbnsidered, especially the strong
combination that was throughout the papal worldther seducing of this poor nation (that |
say nothing how this vial was poured out upon teeyvthrone), and then let us all be
ashamedand confounded in ourselves, that we should semmatiie and slight the free
mercy of God in breaking such a snare, and settieggospel at liberty in England. My
intent was, having before asserted this restoraifarerusalem to the good pleasure of God,
to have stirred you up to thankfulness unto hing self-humiliation in consideration of our
great undeserving of such mercy; but, alas! as$ar can see, it will scarce pass for a mercy;
and unless every man’s persuasion may be a Josdapes, the goodness of God shall scarce
be acknowledged. But yet let all the world knowd det the house of England know this
day, that we lie unthankfully under as full a digpation of mercy and grace as ever
nation in the world enjoyed, and that without @&lwvacknowledgment thereof, with our own
unworthiness of it, we shall one day know whasi{being taught with briers and thorns) to
undervalue the glorious gospel of the Lord JesusatWvould helpless Macedonians give
for one enjoyment? O that Wales! O that Irelandth@t France! — where shall | stop? |
would offend none, but give me leave to say, O tnary, | had almost said, O that
any part of the world had such helps and meangaifegas these parts of England have,
which will scarce acknowledge any mercy in it! Therd break the pride of our spirits
before it break the staff of our bread and the halpur salvation. O that the bread of
heaven and the blood of Christ might be accounted grnourishment, though every one
hath not the sauce he desireth! | am persuadedf thatry Absalom in the land, that would
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be a judge for the ending of our differences, wareéhroned (he spoke the people’s good,
though he intended his own power), the case wooldba much better than it is. Well, the
Lord make England, make this honourable audienakenus all, to know these three
things: —

First, That we have received such a blessing, timgeat liberty the truths of the gospel,
as is the crown of all other mercies, yea, withehich they were not valuable, yea, were to be
despised; for success without the gospel is nothuiga prosperous conspiracy against Jesus
Christ.

Secondly, That this mercy is of mercy; this lové, free love; and the grace that
appeareth, of the eternal, hidden, free grace ad.Gte hath showed his love unto us
because he loved us, and for no other reason invtdréd; — this people being guilty of
blood and murder of soul and body, adultery, aradatty, and oppression, with a long
catalogue of sins and iniquities.

Thirdly, That the height of rebellion against Ga&lthe despising of spiritual gospel
mercies. Should Mordecai have trodden the robesuhds feet that were brought him
from the king, would it not have been severely rgyexl? Doth the King of heaven lay open
the treasures of his wisdom, knowledge, and gooslif@sus, and we despise them? What
shall | say? | had almost said, hell punishes eatgr sin: the Lord lay it not to our charge! O
that we might be solemnly humbled for it this dagfore it be too late!

Use3. To discover unto us the freedom of thegctual gracewhich is dispensed towards
the elect, under and with the preaching of the wiandif the sending of the outward means be
of free, undeserved love, surely the working of 8parit under that dispensation for the
saving of souls is no less free; for “who hath maddiffer from others? and what have
we that we have not received?” O that God shoutduséo us in our blood, Live; — that he
should breathe upon us when we were as dry boreag] id trespasses and sins! Let us
remember, | beseech you, the frame of our heartisthe temper of our spirits, in the
days wherein we knew not God and his goodness,wartt on in a swift course of
rebellion. Can none of you look back upon any paldr days or nights, and say, Ah, Lord,
that thou shouldst be so patient and so full obéarance, as not to send me to hell at such
an instant! But, O Lord, that thou shouldst go liert and blot out mine iniquities, for
thine own sake, “when | made thee serve with mg!Sin Lord, what shall | say it is? It
is the free grace of my God! What expression trandeth that, | know not.

Use4. Of caution.England received the gospel of mere mercy; lesketheed lest it lose
it by justice; — the placer of the candlestick camove it. The truth is, it will not be
removed unless it be abused; and woe to them frétmnwmercies are taken for being
abused, — from whom the gospel is removed for beiegpised! It had been better for
the husbandmen never to have had the vineyard,tthae slain for their ill using of it:
there is nothing left to do them good who are feesafor forsaking the gospel.

The glory of God was of late by many degrees depaftom the temple in our land.
That was gone to the threshold, yea, to the mdbmtow at the return thereof, it find
again cause to depart, it will not go by steps, &utat once. This island, or at least the
greatest part thereof, as | formerly intimatedhhatice lost the gospel — once, when the
Saxons wrested it from the Britons, when, if we nh@jieve their own doleful, moaning
historian, they were given over to all wickedneggression, and villany of life; which doubtless
was accompanied with contempt of the word; thoughf&ith and persuasion we do not
find that they were corrupted, and do find thatytlneere tenacious enough of antique
discipline, as appeared in their following opposits to the Roman tyranny, as in
Beda. Secondly, It was lost in regard of the puaityl power thereof, by blind superstition
and antichristian impiety, accompanied also witbraimable lewdness, oppression, and all
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manner of sin, in the face of the sun; so that fr®faneness working a despising of the
gospel, then superstition ushering in profanenesge in this land showed their power for
the extirpation of the gospel. Oh, that we coulcheenber the days of old, that we could
“consider the goodness and severity of God; — amthvhich fell severity, but towards
us goodness, if we continue in that goodness;tf@raise even we also shall be cut of!” Yet
here we may observe, that though both these tihese tvas a forsaking in the midst of the
land, yet there was in it a tenth for to return “asteil-tree, and as an oak, whose
substance is in them when they cast their leaves;ivas the holy seed the substance
thereof (Isaiah 6:13As in the dereliction of the Jews, so of this matithere was a remnant
that quickly took root, and brought forth fruit, thoin the one devastation and the
other. Though the watcher and the holy one fronvéedad called to cut down the tree of
this nation, and to scatter its branches from filghing before him; yet the stump and
root was to be left in the earth with a band ohjrthat it might spring again. Thus twice
did the Lord come seeking fruit of this vine, doiitje more than pruning and dressing it,
although it brought forth wild grapes; but if hence the third time and find no fruit, the
sentence will be, “Cut it down, why cumbereth ietground?” Now, to prevent this, |
shall not follow all those gospel-supplanting sies find in holy writ, only | desire to
cautionate you and us all in these three things.

(1.) Take heed of pretending or holding out thepgb$or a covert or shadow for other
things. God will not have his gospel made a stagitiorse for carnal designs. Put not in that
glorious name, where the thing itself is not cleamtended. If in any thing it be, let it have
no compeer; if not, let it not be named. If thauyam at be just, it needs no varnish,;
if it be not, it is the worse for it. Gilded pillsse not their bitterness, and painted faces are
thought to have no native beauty. All things inwr|d should serve the gospel; and if
that be made to serve other things, God will qyickhdicate it into liberty.

From the beginning of these troubles, right honbla;ayou have held forth religion and
the gospel, as whose preservation and restoratsrmpwncipally in your aims; and | presume
malice itself is not able to discover any insintem this. The fruits we behold proclaim to
all the conformity of your words and hearts. Nowe tGod of heaven grant that the same
mind be in you still, in every particular membertbis honourable assembly, in the whole
nation, especially in the magistracy and ministfyitp — that we be not like the
boatmen — look one way and row another; — cry “Gadspand mean the other thing,
— “Lord, Lord,” and advance our own ends; — that ttord may not stir up the staff
of his anger and the rod of his indignation agaunstas a hypocritical people.

(2.) Take heed of resting upon and trusting to phieilege, however excellent and
glorious, of the outward enjoyment of the gospeheW the Jews cried, “The temple of the
Lord, the temple of the Lord,” the time was at hahat they should be destroyed.
Look only upon the grace that did bestow, and tleeaynthat doth continue it. God will
have none of his blessings rob him of his glory d@mwe rest at the cistern, he will stop at the
fountain.

(3.) Let us all take heed of barrenness underHabr “the earth that drinks in the rain
that cometh upon it, and beareth thorns and brisrsgjected, and nigh unto cursing,
whose end is to be burned” (Hebrews 6:7,8). Nowatvituits doth it require! Even those
reckoned (Galatians 5:22,23), “The fruit of the $pis love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperadahdt we had not cause to grieve for a
scarcity of these fruits, and the abundant pleftyase works of the flesh recounted (verses
19-21)! O that that wisdom which is an eminenttfiafi the gospel might flourish amongst
us! — it is “first pure, then peaceable, gentlesye# be entreated;” — that we might
have less writing, and more praying! — less enuyl anore charity! — that all evil
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surmisings, which are works of the flesh, mighténao toleration in our hearts, but be
banished for nonconformity to the golden rule ofdand peace! (James 3:17). Come we
now to the last proposition.

[1l. No men in the world want help like them thaamt the gospel; or, of all distresses,
want of the gospel cries the loudest for relief.

Rachel wanted children, and she cries, “Give médobm, or | die;” — but that was
her impatience; she might have lived, and havertwagdhildren; yea, see the justice of
God, — she dies so soon as ever she hath childesgar wants water for Ishmael, and she
will go far from him, that she may not see him diea heavy distress; and yet if he had
died, it had been but an early paying of that delbich in a few years was to be satisfied.
But they that want the gospel may truly cry, Givetbhe gospel, or we die; and that not
temporally with Ishmael, for want of water, butregdly in flames of fire.

A man may want liberty, and yet be happy, as Josegd] a man may want peace, and
yet be happy, as David was; a man may want childred yet be blessed, as Job was; a man
may want plenty, and yet be full of comfort as Mata was; — but he that wants the
gospel, wants everything that should do him goodhrne without the gospel is but the
devil’'s dungeon. Wealth without the gospel is figgl hell. Advancement without the gospel
is but a going high to have the greater fall.

Abraham wanting a child, complains, “What will th®rd do for me, seeing | go
childless, and this Eliezer of Damascus must bénen?” Much more may a man without
the means of grace complain, What shall be done on&t, seeing | go gospelless; and all
that | have is but a short inheritance for this puaf clay, my body?

When Elisha was minded to do something for the &hmite who had so kindly
entertained him, he asks her whether he shouldksfmeaher to the king or the captain
of the host. She replies, she dwelt in the midsh@&f own people, she needeth not those
things; but when he finds her to want a child, dells her of that, she is almost
transported. Ah! how many poor souls are there waed not our word to the king or the
captain of the host; but yet being gospelless,ail xould tell them of that, would be
even ravished with joy!

Think of Adam after his fall, before the promisedihg himself from God, and you
have a perfect portraiture of a poor creature witlloe gospel. Now this appeareth, —

1. From the description we have of the people thatiuthis state and condition without

the gospel. They are a people that sit in darkngss, in the region and shadow of death
(Matthew 4:16,17); they are even darkness itsedh(J1:5), — within the dominion and
dreadful darkness of death. Darkness was one gftisgylagues, but yet that was a darkness
of the body, a darkness wherein men lived; — bus ik a darkness of the soul, a
darkness of death; for these men, though theyy®eare they dead. They are fully described
(Ephesians 2:12), “Without Christ, aliens from twenmonwealth of Israel, strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope, and with®od in the world.” Christless
men, and Godless men, and hopeless men, — andgvdader distress in the world? Yea,
they are called dogs, and unclean beasts. The wohtGod is upon them; they are the
people of his curse and indignation. In the extremagh, one day and one night divide the
year; but with a people without the gospel it i$ milght, — the Sun of righteousness
shines not upon them; it is night whilst they aeeeh and they go to eternal night hereafter.
What the men of China say concerning themselveso#mers, that they have two eyes, the
men of Europe one, and all the world besides isdblmay be inverted too. The Jews had
one eye, sufficient to guide them; they who enjog gospel have two eyes; but the men of
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China, with the rest of the nations that wantiig stark blind, and reserved for the chains of
everlasting darkness.

2. By laying forth what the men that want the gosizelvant with it.

(1.) They want Jesus Christ, for he is revealed onlythi®y gospel. Austin refused to
delight in Cicero’s “Hortensius,” because there wax in it the name of Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ is all, and in all; and where he iating there can be no good. Hunger cannot
truly be satisfied without manna, the bread of,IMéich is Jesus Christ; — and what shall
a hungry man do that hath no bread? Thirst caneofueenched without that water or
living spring, which is Jesus Christ; — and whaalsla thirsty soul do without water? A
captive, as we are all, cannot be delivered withmdemption, which is Jesus Christ;
and what shall the prisoner do without his ranséimals, as we are all, cannot be instructed
without wisdom, which is Jesus Christ; — withouthwe perish in our folly. All building
without him is on the sand, which will surely falll working without him is in the fire,
where it will be consumed. All riches without hirave wings, and will away. “Mallem ruere
cum Christo, gquam regnare cum Caesdgreyould rather to perish with Christ than to reigiith Caesar.”]
said Luther. A dungeon with Christ, is a throned anthrone without Christ, a hell. Nothing
so ill, but Christ will compensate. The greatest avthe world is sin, and the greatest sin
was the first; and yet Gregory feared not to cr@d felix culpa, quae talem meruit
redemptorem!” — “O happy fault, which found sucRedeemer!” All mercies without Christ
are bitter; and every cup is sweet that is seastudvith a drop of his blood; — he
truly is “amor et deliciae humani generis,” — tlové and delight of the sons of men, —
without whom they must perish eternally; “for theseno other name given unto them,
whereby they maybe saved” (Acts 4:12). He is theg;waen without him are Cains,
wanderers, vagabonds: — he is the Truth; men withiou are liars, like the devil, who was
so of old: — he is the Life; without him men areadedead in trespasses and sins: —
he is the Light; without him men are in darknessq go they know not whither: — he is
the Vine; those that are not grafted in him aréheiiéd branches, prepared for the fire: —
he is the Rock; men not built on him are carriedagwvith a flood: — he is Alpha
and Omega, the first and the last, the author dred ender, the founder and the
finisher of our salvation. He that hath not him{hhaeither beginning of good, nor shall
have end of misery. O blessed Jesus! how muchrbettee it not to be, than to be
without thee! — never to be born, than not to dighee! A thousand hells come short of
this, eternally to want Jesus Christ, as men donhat the gospel.

(2.) They all want holy communion with God, wheréhe only happiness of the soul
doth consist. He is the life, light, joy, and bledeess of the soul; — without him the soul
in the body is but a dead soul in a living sepudcht is true, there be many that say,
“Who will show us any good?” but unless the Lortt lip the light of his countenance
upon us, we perish for evermore. “Thou hast madéoughyself, O Lord; and our heart
is unquiet until it come to thee.” You who havetéaishow gracious the Lord is, who have
had any converse and communion with him in theessand goings forth of his grace, those
delights of his soul with the children of men, wdwou live — would not life itself,
with a confluence of all earthly endearments, berg hell — without him? Is it not the daily
language of your hearts, “Whom have we in heavenhthee? and on earth there is
nothing in comparison of thee?” The soul of mawnfis vast, boundless comprehension; so
that if all created good were centred into one gment, and that bestowed upon one
soul, because it must needs be finite and limitsl, created, it would give no solid
contentment to his affections, nor satisfactiornito desires. In the presence and fruition of
God alone there is joy for evermore; at his rigintdh are rivers of pleasure, the wellsprings of
life and blessedness. Now, if to be without comranmwith God in this life, wherein the soul
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hath so many avocations from the contemplatiortobwn misery, (for earthly things are
nothing else), is so unsupportable a calamity;vaat shall that poor soul do that must
want him for eternity? — as all they must do whainthe gospel.

(3.) They want all the ordinances of God, the jbyuor hearts and comfort of our souls.
Oh! the sweetness of a Sabbath! the heavenly esptaf prayer! — oh! the glorious
communion of saints, which such men are deprivédf ohey knew the value of the hidden
pearl, and these things were to be purchased, wbaltd such poor souls not part with for
them?

(4.) They will at last want heaven and salvationey shall never come to the presence of
God in glory, never inhabit a glorious mansionhey shall never behold Jesus Christ, but
when they shall call for rocks and mountains td tgdon them, to hide them from his
presence; — they shall want light in utter darknesant life under the second death,
want refreshment in the midst of flames, want hgalinder gnawing of conscience, want
grace continuing to blaspheme, want glory in fulsemny; — and, which is the sum of all
this, they shall want an end of all this; for “thevorm dieth not, neither is their fire
guenched.”

3. Because being in all this want, they know nat tihey want any thing, and so never
make out for any supply. Laodicea knew much; butbhecause she knew not her wants,
she had almost as good have known nothing. Gospeathen know not that they are blind,
and seek not for eye-salve; they know not that Hreydead, and seek not for life. Whatever
they call for, not knowing their wants, is but likeman’s crying for more weight to press
him to death; and therefore, when the Lord comeany with the gospel, he is “found
of them that sought him not, and made manifesthient that asked not after him”
(Romans 10:20). This is a seal upon their miserfhout God’s free mercy, like the stone
laid upon the mouth of the cave by Joshua, to kedpe five kings until they might be
brought out to be hanged. All that men do in theldias but seeking to supply their
wants; either theinatural wants, that nature may be supplied; or tls@nful wants, that
their lusts may be satisfied; or theipiritual wants, that their souls may be saved. For the
two first, men without the gospel lay out all thetrength; but of the last there is amongst
them a deep silence. Now this is all one as for taaany out that their finger bleeds, whilst a
sword is run through their hearts, and they pereedivnot; — to desire a wart to be
cured, whilst they have a plague-sore upon thenad Bence, perhaps, it is that they are
said to go to hell “like sheep” (Psalm 49:14), +weuietly, without dread, as a bird
hasting to the snare, and not knowing that it ishis life (Proverbs 7:23), — and there
lie down in utter disappointment and sorrow forrevere.

4. Because all mercies are bitter judgments to thahwant the gospel, — all fuel for
hell, — aggravations of condemnation; — all colthkrto a man in a fever, pleasant at
the entrance, but increasing its torments in tlose] — like the book in the Revelation,
sweet in the mouth, but bitter in the belly. WheodGhall come to require his bread and
wine, his flax and oil, peace and prosperity, lipeand victories of gospelless men, they
will curse the day that ever they enjoyed themuBspiritual are many men’s minds, and
S0 unsavoury their judgments, that they reckon mdr@ppiness by their possessions,
and suppose the catalogue of their titles to bellaof their felicities, calling the proud
happy, and advancing in our conceits “them thatkweickedness” (Malachi 3:15put
God will one day come in with another reckoningd anake them know that all things
without Christ are but as ciphers without a figurepf no value. In all their banquets,
where Christ is not a guest, “their vine is of th@e of Sodom, and of the field of
Gomorrah; their grapes are grapes of gall, theustdrs are bitter” (Deuteronomy
32:32,33); — their palaces, where Christ is nog, lamt habitations of ziim and ochim,
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dragons and unclean beasts; — their prosperityisng them into full pasture, that they
may be fatted for the day of slaughter, the dagafsumption decreed for all the bulls of
Bashan. The gospel bringing Christ, is the salt thakes all other things savoury.

Use 1. To show us the great privilege and pre-eminencehytyy the free grace of
God, many parts of this island do enjoy. To us 8witin darkness and in the shadow of
death a great light is risen, to guide us intovilags of peace. Let others recount the glories,
benefits, profits, outward blessings of this natilat us look only upon that which alone is
valuable in itself, and makes other things so tp-béhe gospel of Christ. It is reported of
the heralds of our neighbour monarchs, that whesm afnthem had repeated the numerous
titles of his master of Spain, the other often ed¢pd, France, France, France! intimating that
the dominion which came under that one denominationld counterpoise the long catalogue
of kingdoms and dukedoms wherewith the other fkhed. Were we to contend with the
grand seignior of the east about our enjoyments,might easily bear down his windy,

pompous train of titles with this one, — which “trek repetitum placebit,” — The
gospel, the gospel! Upon all the other things yay mut the inscription in Daniel, “Mene,
mene, tekel,” — they are “weighed in the balanaed &und wanting;” but proclaim

before those that enjoy the gospel, as Haman b&foreecai, “Lo, thus shall it be done to
them whom the Lord will honour!” The fox in the tabhad a thousand wiles to save
himself from the hunters; but the cat knew “unumgmam,” “one great thing” that
would surely do it. Earthly supports and contenttheare but a thousand failing wiles,
which will all vanish in the time of need; the gespand Christ in the gospel, is that “one
great thing,” that “one thing needful,” which alomell stand us in any stead. In this,
this island is as the mountain of the Lord, — ex@labove the mountains of the earth. It
is true, many other nations partake with us inghme blessing. Not to advance our own
enjoyments in some particulars, — wherein perhapsmight justly do it, — but take all
these nations with us, and what a molehill are wehe whole earth, overspread with
Paganism, Mohammedanism, Antichristianism, withumerable foolish heresies! And what
is England, that it should be amongst the choiaadbres of the vineyard, the top-boughs of the
cedars of God?

Use2. Shows that such great mercies, if not esteerhadt improved, if abused, will
end in great judgments. Woe be to that nation, thtgt that person, that shall be called
to an account for despising the gospel! (Amos 3'Zhu only have | known of all the
families of the, earth.” What then? surely someagrielessing is coming to that people
whom God thus knows, so owns, as to make himselvknunto them. No; but “therefore
will I visit upon you all your iniquities.” Howevarthers may have some ease or mitigation in
their punishments, do you expect the utmost of mgtiv Luther said, he thought hell was
paved with the bald skulls of friars. | know notginf that; yet of this sure | am, that none
shall have their portion so low in the nethermaat, mone shall drink so deep of the cup of
God's indignation, as they who have refused Chmighe gospel. Men will curse the day to all
eternity wherein the blessed name of Jesus Chast mvade known unto them, if they
continue to despise it. He that abuseth the chbafesercies, shall have judgment without
mercy. What can help them who reject the couns@axf for their good? If now England has
received more culture from God than other natiadhgre is more fruit expected from
England than other nations. A barren tree in thedlsovineyard must be cut down for
cumbering the ground; the sheep of God nmestery one bear twins, and none be barren
amongst them” (Song 4:2). If, after God’s care &udbandry, his vineyard brings forth
wild grapes, he will take away the hedge, breakrdthe wall, and lay it waste. For the present,
the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house fl&nd; and if it be as earth which, when
the rain falls upon it, brings forth nothing bubths and briars, it is nigh unto cursing,
and the end thereof is to be burned (Hebrews &4&8n utterly and for ever neglect that
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ground which they have tried their skill about, dadl out much cost upon, if it bring not
forth answerable fruits. Now, here give me leaves&y, and the Lord avert the euvil
deserved by it! that England (I mean these citied those other places which since the
beginning of our troubles have enjoyed the gospel more free and plentiful manner than
heretofore) hath showed itself not much to value it

(1.) In the time of straits, though the sound a& gospel passed through all our streets,
our villages enjoying them who preached peace aoddght glad tidings of good things, so
that neither we, nor our fathers, nor our fathéashers, ever saw the like before us, —
though manna fell round about our tents every gat; as though all were lost, and we
had nothing, manna was loathed as light bread, e- gftesence of Christ made not
recompense for the loss of our swine, — men hdterate again in Egypt, than hazard a
pilgrimage in the wilderness. If there be any hbeg ever entertained thoughts to give up the
worship of God to superstition, his churches tatyry, and the doctrine of the gospel to
episcopal corruptions, in the pressing of any tlesijblet them now give God the glory,
and be ashamed of their own hearts, lest it berniétss in the end.

(2.) In the time of prosperity, by our fierce comtiens about mint and cummin, whilst
the weightier things of the gospel have been uradeed, languishing about unprofitable
guestions, &c.; but | shall not touch this wourektlit bleed.

Use3. For exhortation, that every one of us, in whosedhéwere is any thing, would set
in for the help of those parts of this island thatyet sit in darkness, yea, in the shadow of
death, and have none to hold out the bread oftbféheir fainting souls. Doth not
Wales cry, and the north cry, yea, and the west €gme and help us? — we are yet
in a worse bondage than any by your means we haea belivered from; — if you
leave us thus, all your protection will but yield a more free and jovial passage to the
chambers of death. Ah! little do the inhabitant&aishen know, whilst they are contending
about the bounds of their pasture, what darknessetls in other places of the land; how
their poor starved souls would be glad of the crsirtifat fall from our tables! O that God
would stir up the hearts, —

(1.) Of ministers, to cast off all by-respects, andflee to those places where, in all
probability, the harvest would be great, and thmlaers are few or none at all!' | have read
of a heretic that swam over a great river in atftosscatter his errors; the old Jewish,
and now popish Pharisees, compass sea and landki® pnoselytes: the merchants trade
not into more countries than the factors of Romeadgain souls to his holiness. East and
west, far and wide, do these locusts spread theasatot without hazard of their lives as well
as the loss of their souls, to scatter their sugemss; - only the preachers of the
everlasting gospel seem to have lost their zeahdd there were the same mind in us that
was in Jesus Christ, — who counted it his meat dnmk to do his Father’'s will, in
gaining souls!

(2.) Of the magistrates, — | mean, of this honoleassembly, — to turn themselves
every lawful way for the help of poor Macedoniahie truth is, in this | could speak
more than | intend; for perhaps my zeal and som&sjedgments would scarce make good
harmony. This only | shall say, that if Jesus Ghmsght be preached, though with some
defects in some circumstances, | should rejoiceetheO that you would labour to let all
the parts of the kingdom taste of the sweetnes®wof successes, in carrying to them the
gospel of the Lord Jesus; that the doctrine ofgibspel might make way for the discipline
of the gospel, without which it will be a very s&&n! When manna fell in the wilderness
from the hand of the Lord, every one had an eduaies | would there were not now too great
an inequality in the scattering of manna, when sdadly in the hand of men; whereby
some have all, and others none; — some sheep giaking the choice flowers of every
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pasture, others wandering upon the barren mountaibout guide or food. | make no
doubt but the best ways for the furtherance of #nes known full well unto you; and you
therefore have as little need to be petitioned his tas other things. What, then,
remains, but that for this, and all other necesbéysings, we all set our hearts and hands

to petition the throne of grace?
[December 1898; February and March 1899.]

A Sermon.
By Rev. NeiL CAMERON, St. Jude’s, Glasgow.

“After these things the word of the Lord came tard in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: | am
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. Andaftbisaid, Lord God, what wilt thou give
me, seeing | go childless, and the steward of myséds this Eliezer of Damascus? And
Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed; lo, one born in my house is mine
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heir. And, behold, the word of the Lord came unitm,hsaying, This shall not be thine heir;

but he that shall come forth out of thine own banghall be thine heir. And he brought him
forth abroad, and said, Look now towards heaved,telh the stars, if thou be able to number
them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed hd.t# believed in the Lord: and he counted
it to him for righteousness” — Genesis 15:1-6.

Biographies of godly men have been held of gredueséby thoughtful men
among all nations. The Word of God records infdflievents, trials, and experiences
through which some of the saints had to pass oin Weey to the rest that remains for the
people of God. While the church is passing throtlghvalley of Baca, walking by faith
and not by sight, they will often have to ask theestion, “Tell me, O thou whom my
soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou makwestlock to rest at noon; for why
should | be as one that turneth aside by the flamwkshy companions?” The Lord’s
answer will always abide the same, “If thou know,M® thou fairest among women,
go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, ameled thy kids besides the
shepherd’s tents” (Song 1.7,8). Where can she firedfootsteps of the flock? In the
Word of God. “For whatsoever things were writteror@time were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort led Scriptures might have hope.”
Therefore, it should be helpful and to the comfagtof the Lord’s poor people that, in
humble dependence upon the guidance of the HolyitSpwve should endeavour to
search out the footsteps of Abraham, and his e&peeis revealed in this portion of the
Word of God. In order to this we shall direct yattention to three things. And

I.— We shall consider Abraham’s fears.
[l. — We shall consider his complaints.
I1l. — We shall consider his victory by faith.

. — Abraham’s fears. Our text begins, “After thebengs the word of the Lord
came unto Abram in a vision saying, Fear not Abfam.

1. The context supplies us with a brief accounttlod things after which the
Lord appeared to him in this vision. We read thtag¢ t.ord had said unto him, in Ur
of the Chaldees, “Get thee out of thy country, d&nam thy kindred, and from
thy father’'s house unto a land that | will show eéh@and | will make of thee a great
nation, and | will bless thee and make thy namegrand thou shalt be a blessing;
and | will bless them that bless thee and cursenthigat curseth thee: and in thee
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Awam departed as the Lord had
spoken unto him.” This gives us a most completecdptson of the effectual and
heavenly calling of Abraham. His father, Terah, @opanied him out of Ur of the
Chaldees unto Haran where Abraham had to delaycumey for about two years
until his aged father died. From this incident waymlearn that Abraham did not
think that the Lord’s command to him to leave Cleddand all that was in it, and
go to another country, exempted him from the fitbmmandment — “Thou shalt
honour thy father and thy mother that thy days rhaylong upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.” After his father’'s deatle continued his journey to the
land of Canaan. The Lord appeared to him thereragaid promised, “Unto thy seed
will 1 give this land. There was a sore famine hie tand, and he went down to Egypt
where he sojourned about two years. On his rettwmfEgypt, Lot, his nephew, who
had been with him since he left Chaldea, and hed ba separate from one
another, owing to disagreement among their shegheathd on account of their
enormous wealth in cattle. Lot chose the plaindafian, and pitched his tent at Sodom.
Abraham journeyed to Hebron, built an altar to tteed, and dwelt there. In about
five years thereafter Chedorlaomer and other tkiegs with him came to fight with the
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five kings of the plains of Jordan whom they ovenea carried away everything

belonging to them, also Lot with all his goods. Wih&braham heard this, he armed his
trained servants, pursued them to Dan, vanquisheunh tthere, and brought back all the
spoil of the plain, and Lot with all his goods. ldame to the valley of Shaveh, near
Jerusalem. Melchizedek came forth to meet him, ¢fnbibread and wine, and blessed
Abraham in the name of the most high God, possaeddoeaven and earth. Abraham gave
him tithes of all the spoil. Next came the king 86dom who said to Abraham,

“Give me the persons and take the goods to thysAHd Abraham said to the king of

Sodom, “l have lifted up my hand to the Lord, thesnhigh God, the possessor of
heaven and earth, that | shall not take from aatreo a shoelatchet, and that | will

not take anything that is thine, lest thou shoulday, | have made Abram rich.”

These were some of the things “after which the Lapgeared in a vision to Abram.”

We think the last two things are particularly to lnederstood, i.e., his victory over the
enemies, and his professing the name of the Lord.

2. Let us now consider what Abraham’s fears wer¢hat time. We may gather
what they were from the promises by which the Lsodght to allay them.

(1) “I am thy shield.” This shows that his fears ne@enis felt need of defence
from his enemiesSatan harassed his mind with fears that the eneminesn he had
vanquished and spoiled would gather a strofayee, come back, and destroy him from off
the face of the earth. The Lord does not lay ag@lagpon a whole skin. A shield is what one
needs to protect one in battle. Abraham in his toahd fears could see no protection; and,
therefore, the Lord comes with tremmforting assurance, “I am thy shield.” What a
protection! Might he not have slept soundly thaghti “He that dwelleth in the secret
place of the Most High shall abide under the shadbtke Almighty. | will say of the Lord
he is my refuge and my fortress; my God; in whomwill trust.” Who of Abraham’s
spiritual children are strangers to such fearshase? You child of God may lay it to your
account that, should you gain, by faithyietory over the devil, the world, or the flesh,uyo
shall be harassed with such fears. The Lord gawedDaany victories over Saul, and left
him often at higmercy; but you will find him exclaiming in one ofich temptations, “I shall
now perish one day by the hand of Saul.” Did Dayedish by the hand of Saul? No. Where
is the safety of every child of grace? In God'smpises. “Happy art thou, O Israel,
who is like unto thee, a people saved by the Ltrd,shield of thy help, and who is the
sword of thy excellency! and thine enemies shallfdaend liars unto thee; and thou shalt
tread upon their high places.” Where lay Abrahamsagety? In this, “I am thy shield.”
Where isthy safety? In this, “I am thy shield.” “I am Jehady, | change not; therefore ye
sons of Jacob are not consumed” How often were afoaid that you had no power to
resist the least sin, and if that sent you to stte_ord your fears, how often did you find
honey in the carcase of that dead lion? But letansider the other cause.

(2) We may gather from this promise that Abrahans wéaid he should be without
reward, “I am thy exceeding great reward.” Does thean a reward for the good deed in
that he vanquished Chedorlaomer? No; for he ded)arg the vow he made with uplifted
hand to the Most High God, that he did not desing auch reward. What then could
it be? We mentioned before the profession he matleeacmame of the Lord in the valley of
Shaveh, and we think the enemy is now tempting With doubts and fears; suggesting
that though he made such a brave profession, hddsbe without a reward in eternity. It
is quite manifest from the promise that the rewaes a purely spiritual one, about which
his fears were so great; for says the Lord, “I @y éxceeding great reward.” If your
profession does any harm to the kingdom of darkness shall be often tempted to
conclude that there shall not be a greater foadhatjudgment seat than you, and you
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shall often be tempted to conclude that it weretdsehad you never made a public
profession at all. The poor people of the Lord rawseignorant of Satan’s devices. How often
did yousay, when the Lord delivered you, “I will not beleeSatan again,” but to your shame
you did, and still do believe him! Elijah stood a&y a prophet of the Lord, on Mount
Carmel, and witnessed before all Israel that JdihasaGod and that they should follow
Him. He ordered four hundred and fifty prophetdafl to be taken and slain, and next day
fled from one ungodly worm through fear. Why? Bessmaof unbelief and the temptations of
the adversary. Abraham witnessed before the whemdelp of the plain that he worshipped the
Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth, piplthe day before he was harassed
with these fears. Why did both Melchizedek and Abra bear this testimony, the one
acknowledging God as the author of Abraham’s victover his enemies, and the other
holding Him up as the object of real religious wop® We think the reason was that the
most glaring sin of that people and of that dayswaat men forgot God, and buried
themselves in sensuality. Our reason for cominti conclusion is that the true Church of
God, in every generation, endeavoured to bearnesty for the truths that were most
directly denied or forgotten in their day. We candoubt the faithfulness of these two
godly men; and, therefore, we conclude, and thatmitbout direct Scriptural proof, that real
Atheism lay at the root of the sins of Sodom trenit will continue to do till the end of this
world. “Because that, when they knew God, theyifigat him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their imagination, atmir foolish heart was darkened.
Professing themselves to be wise, they became ,fasl changed the glory of the
incorruptible God into an image, made like to cptiie man, and to birds, and four-footed
beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God alse gam up to uncleanness through the
lusts of their own heart, to dishonour their ownlies between themselves; who changed the
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and sertrexicreature more than the Creator who
is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God tjaa® up to vile affections.” Such is the
dark picture the Holy Ghost sketches of the sinsuwth men. It will be observed how
exactly it fits into the narrative given in the Wloof God of the sins of Sodom. These godly
men, whose righteous souls were grieved from dalatoby the ungodly conversation of the
wicked, took this advantage to bear witness for @uadl His prerogatives.

(3) Abraham had now two strong pillars for his Haitwhen tempted with fears, from
without and from within, about his own weaknesg] defencelessness, he could point to
God’s promise, “I am thy shield.” When tormentedhniears about the uselessness of his
profession, and that it would be like the housdtlupon the sand; he could appeal to the
promise, “I am thy exceeding great reward,” anddhg, through faith in it, confound the
adversary. But Satan is not so easily non-plussembato look out for another place of attack,
which seems weak to the eye of sense. He wouldtyétb things be so on the Lord’s
side, look to your own very unpromising conditias. it likely that thou art ever
to have that seed which God promised thee?” Thissea Abraham to complain
of his lot. This brings us to the second head of text; therefore

Il. — We shall consider Abraham’s complaint. As tbewere two things
making up his fears, so there are two things irs tomplaint.

1. “And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou giveemseeing | go childless.”
When he left Ur of the Chaldees he was about sgvdnee years of age. He
sojourned in Haran for the space of two years, lumits father died. The promise,
“And in thy seed shall all the families of the datie blessed,” seems to have been
given him when he left Haran. This would show theg was about seventy-five
years when the Lord promised him a seed. Accordingthe generally received
computation, he would be about eighty-three yedrage at the time he made this
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complaint. His immediate reasons are evident, Iyupgpn the surface of the words
of our text, but they were of a deeper concern boakham than may strike the mind
of the reader without paying attention to theiratedn unto his spiritual and eternal
concerns.

(1) It is very hard for flesh and blood to walk bgith, and not by sight. The
gquestion had daily to be faced, “Where is the pmsadiseed?” Abraham could
not point at Isaac with his finger and say, “Théee is.” No, but quite the reverse —
“Seeing | go childless.” Should he look to Sarall aa himself, things were getting
less hopeful every day. For whatever he may hawaight of the promise ten years
before this time, his hope now begins to get claudgu will readily grant that it
needed strong faith to see Isaac, in the caskéhepromise, seventeen years before
he was born.

(2) He felt that he was going the way of all thetbaand that he should soon
be in eternity — “Seeing | go childless.” His owalwation, and that of the whole
church of God, from among his own natural offspriagd from among the other
nations of the earth, depended upon the fulfilmathis one promise. Speaking with
all reverence, if there should be no Isaac, thedseich is Christ, could not be.
Notice the tenor of the promise, “And in thy sedul$ all the families of the earth
be blessed.” Again, “Now to Abraham and his seedewthe promises made. He
saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of oked to thy seed, which is
Christ.” The Holy Spirit revealed it so to the apes and we have scripture for it
that so Abraham understood it. “Abraham saw my dayg was glad.” Again, “All
thy children shall be taught of the Lord.” To possgin his seed, the land of
Canaan was to his faith a type of the eternal itaece. Were it possible that the
one could be lost, through the failing of the futfent of the promise, the other
should be lost also.

(3) Now, let us briefly ponder over this deep mygteAbraham lived at the time
when God, in His infinite wisdom, taught the churay types and shadows of good
things to come. He was so fully convinced that lo@ld have no hand in his own
salvation and that of his seed, nor in bringing iIShone step nearer to his or their
souls, that he made this the first part of his ctampt to the Lord. Instead of his
finding that he could do anything towards the acpbshing of the promise, he found
that his own deadness stood most directly of alimasgt its being fulfilled. At the
same time he was certain that all was lost, bothtime and eternity, should the
promise fail. And that unless the Lord put His haodthe work, to call the things
that are not as though they were, there was norqgibwer that could avail to the
least degree to relieve him. Are you not, poor sofullly persuaded that, if
Christ be not in you the hope of glory, your hopgelé be put to shame, and you
shall have no inheritance among them that are #aad? You may be afraid that,
though you are by public profession like Abrahamthe land of promise, if you are
without Christ in your soul you are a hypocritedashall never come to the rest that
remains for the people of God. You may have bedled¢aut of the world, and from
its idolatry ten, twenty, or forty years ago. Yoliought the day the first promise
of the truth of God dawned upon your soul that eh&ras nothing which possibly
could retard its accomplishment. How is it with yaow? To lay the whole weight
of your guilty soul upon the Saviour freely offeradthe Gospel was an easy matter
that day. You thought that Christ was revealed oo Yy the light which the Lord
sent forth along with His truth into your heart,dathat you rejoiced to see His day.
You thought that there was to be mwre darkness, or fears, or complaints. Why
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should there be such darkness and unbelief nowd@&hwill say, “My folly makes it

so. | never thought that day that | should havep&ss through such a howling
wilderness.” You don’t find that great change inuyself which the truth of God and
your own conscience demand. “Therefore if any manib Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, ldhgs are become new.” Like
Abraham, you find that you were far more like hayisome life in yourself ten,
twenty, or forty years ago than you are to-day. Wiygu look within you see no
child of promise there; when you look to yourselfu set your seal to God’s truth
that you are dead; and when you look toward Hiomler of mercy, all you can say
is, “Who knoweth if He will return and repent, atelive a blessing behind him?”
You are painfully conscious that all things havet roecome new in your soul.
Abraham’s experience was typical of all that andcmunmore at the very time he
made this complaint.

(4) But you willsay, to describe my poverty brings me no relief. Bat it was
his poverty, emptiness, and inability that sent &bam to Him who supplies all the
needs of His people according to His own richeglany by Jesus Christ. The delusion has
got a very strong hold upon all the human racet famething good must be in the
creature, or that he shall be rejected by the Sawb sinners. This, like the limpet to the
rock, sticks to man’s nature to the last. The WofdGod describes man as full of
iniquity, but empty of all that is good. When theli Spirit teaches man, He enables him
to learn this lesson, “In me (that is, in my fleskdjelleth no good thing.” This man
finds nothing good in his flesh, but on the contrdit am carnal, sold under sin.” Many
have nothing against this in theory, but they carnlerate to be told that this is actually
true of themselves. Now the cause of the emptinesfiunger and thirst, of the Lord’s
people, is that light and life have entered intirtlouls, giving them a painful experience of
their want of that fulness which man’s earthen eéswas created to hold — the
inhabitation of God through the Spirit — and of flaéness that is in the soul of all kinds
of iniquity. Where He begins the good work He w#irry it on until the day of Jesus Christ.
He begins the good work by convincing of sin andery, and while sin remains He convinces
of it, and causes the sinner taught of Him to any; 60 wretched man that | am! Who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?” Siglthe experience of the creature “that
thanks God through the Lord Jesus Christ.” We ally fiware that this is a painful
experience; but such is the nature of the malddt, the Most High does not give a dose of
chloroform to the soul whom He cures. “Awake thbattsleepest, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give thee light,” is theceobf God speaking in His Word to
them who are dead in trespasses and sins. YoutHiamdyou can do nothing but sin; that
you were more like a child of God twenty years #gn you are to-day; and that you cannot
extricate yourself out of that painful state. Garesd thy complaints and poverty before the
Lord. Poor Hannah had two causes to weep. “Thed E#tanah, her husband, to her,
Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest thouamat?vhy is thy heart grieved? Am |
not better to thee than ten sons? So Hannah rosdtepthey had eaten in Shiloh, and
after they had drunk. . . . And she was in bittesnef soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and
wept sore. And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lordaxts, if thou wilt indeed look on
the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember @aregd not forget thine handmaid, but wilt
give unto thine handmaid a man child” You will ratithat she had an adversary to
harass her on the one hand, and barrenness ornttibe 8he took a most effective way
to get rid of both by going to the Lord. Go thos@l and say, “Give me Christ, or | die.”
To the barren soul, Christ says, “From me is thyitfifound.” But let us proceed to
consider the second cause of his complaint.
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2.“And Abram said Lord God, what hast thou givea,meeing | go childless, and the
steward of my house is Eliezer of Damascus? Ancadm said, Behold to me thou hast
given no seed; and, lo, one born in my house isemeir.” Instead of a son he
complains that his servant was his heir. This camplwas not literally made against
Eliezer as a servant, but as an heir. It is beyewnery doubt established as a Scripture
truth that Eliezer was a godly man, and a mosthfaitservant. Why did Abraham
bring this matter up at all as a part of his conmfaln order to enter a little into
this matter, by the good guidance of the Spirirath, we shall consider a few things: — (1)
The promise was not given to Abraham with resped servant, but in respect of his own
seed. Therefore, he could not come into possessiche promise, with all its entailed
blessings, except through a son or heir. (2) Abrakaw Christ in the promise, as we have
stated above, and that through his own seed Hdome@me. Then there were two reasons
which caused him to complain a)(If Eliezer were to be the heir of his house ragh
would be rendered void as regarding Christ, in wladinthe families of the earth were to
be blessed; andb) he should have nothing real in the promise aff@l] if his servant were to
be his heir, he could not possess the promiseyudghrdim, even to the extent of the land of
Canaan. (3) This shows that he could have nothingllashould God’s’ promise fail in
this matter. Therefore, he went to the Giver of gfremise to extricate him out of this
perplexing difficulty.

These things are left on record in order that weukhendeavour, by comparing spiritual
things with spiritual, to understand them and beoemnaged, enlightened, and comforted in
this valley of Baca. “Now all these things happemedo them for our ensamples (types):
and they are written for our admonition, upon whtita ends of the world have come.”
Therefore let us endeavour to search a little theonature of this complaint, as it is left on
record for our “ensample and admonition.”

(1) Abraham is declared to be the father of théhfal, and the children always bear
some of the lineaments of their father. The semafirally works with an eye to his wages;
but not so the son. Every one of Adam’s posterdturally look for salvation through the
covenant of works. Though that covenant has beekehbr still man, while unregenerated,
clings to it, and expects that he will come somehowappiness by the works of the law. In
everything man does about religious services, duthe days of his ignorance, he does it with a
view to save himself thereby. From this state obrgnce Abraham was effectually called by
the Most High, and had to pass through these plagxfoperiences to be our type, or to have
in carnal things what his spiritual children wilive in a spiritual sense. He was afraid of being
put off with a servant instead of a son. Are yotaaf that you are still looking for salvation
through the covenant of works? That in all you tthe, servant that looks for his wages as his
due is with you? That you haveever been broken off from the covenant of worksl a
that you have no real interest in, or claim upadbvenant of promise? That when you go
to worship in private, or in public, you are layisgme weight upon your own duties, as having
something in them, for which the Lord should rewgod? Faith and works, as foundations,
are entirely contrary. “For if Abraham were jugdiby works, he hath whereof to glory; but not
before God.” No; for this was the cause of his ctamp, “the steward of my house is my
heir.” Is this your complaint? That that which ierh of the flesh, and is flesh, is your
heir? If so, you cannot be without a complaint,isget is written, that “flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” Faith looksGhrist in the promise, and sees in Him all
the fulness of the Godhead. It lays hold of Hinthe free offer of the gospel. But this is the
work of God, and not the work of man. The Jews,s&¢hat shall we do that we might work
the work of God? Jesus answered and said unto thbim,is the work of God, that ye
believe on him whom he hath sent.” It is that whigtborn of the Spirit, and is Spirit, that
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believes on Christ. In other words, Christ in tlelds the hope of glory. When you cannot
find the heir of promise in the house of your owals/ou complain most bitterly.

(2) You cannot but pray, read the Word of God, radt¢he ordinances of His house
(while you can get ordinances maintained in acawdawith the truth of God), and still you
may be afraid, because of the legal spirit you fiithin you, that you are only going about
to establish a righteousness of youm. It requires the light of heaven to enable armul
to see the spirit of a son in such a habitatiodrafons as the heart of man is. There must be
works, for “Faith without works dead, being alon8d, you see, there must be works where
there is faith; but Abraham had to go through th#eal of offering Isaac to find out the
difference between the works of the flesh and therksy of faith. The works which
proceed from faith are called in scripture, “Sowittgthe spirit, walking in the spirit,”
&c. Faith hungers and thirsts after the blessirfgh® covenant of grace; but man’s corrupt
nature can perceive no beauty in Christ. These dmelling together under the same roof,
will be like Abraham and his servant. He did noingdain of his servant for his good works,
but because he was to be his heir on account eé thverks. Neither do you find fault with
yourself for any works that are good in themselNmsg, for the motive you find lurking in
you to draw all the credit of your salvation to yamwn goodness. That you have some
imperfect works, duties, &c., you can always seg,that Christ is formed in you the hope of
glory you cannot discern, except in the light & 8un of Righteousness. But do you feel that
the fear of your going Christless is the deepesgseaf your complaint? and that the fear of
leaning to the covenant of works for salvation cemmext? Abraham had these
complaints (typically), and they are left on recaodpoint out to the bewildered traveller
in this valley of the shadow of death that thighis true way to Zion.

(3) If you look to your own state, spiritually, yauay have to exclaim, “Oh, that |
were as irmonths past, as in the days when God preservetvhes his candle shined upon
my head, and when by his light | walked throughkihaess; as | was in the days of my
youth, when the secret of the Lord was upon myrtedmde.” Little did you know then the
depth of iniquity that was in your own heart! Itquéres much disclosing of the sea of
corruption within, to make the sinner understand lkwil and bitter a thing it is that we have
inherited a sinful nature from our first parentsslbygiving some knowledge of original sin
the Holy Spirit causes the sinner to have no ceme in the flesh. Abraham might have
some confidence in the flesh the day he left Haramg even the day he made this
complaint, but until he “against hope believed op&,” he did not get possession of the
promise. Should he look to himself and to Saraketinas no hope there — the one being a
hundred and the other ninety years old; but whetobked to the power, faithfulness,
and truthfulness of the God who gave the promisesdmcluded that death or life was all one
to Him. But we must proceed to consider Abrahanysterious relief out of this trial.

(1) “And behold the word of the Lord came unto hisaying, This shall not be
thine heir; but he that shall come forth out ofnlmiown bowels shall be thine heir.” We
have here the promise renewed and made more clats terms. It was made certain to
Abraham now that his own son was to be his heiis Tie had from the mouth of the God
who cannot lie. The mouth of Satan should be clos®d, seeing it was put beyond every
possibility of a doubt that the Lord would fulfill ahat He had promised. But the Lord knew
how strong the storms were to be which would blavnfhell in poor Abraham’s face before
Isaac should be born. How often had you to congludéhe light of God’s truth, that you
had grace, and that you would never doubt thetSpiviork in your soul again; and before
you were aware, your light was gone, your mind ¥illesd with doubts, and you concluded
that you never had grace? Because man’s instalslisuch, the Lord gave Abraham a
visible seal to confirm his faith in the promise.
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(2) “And he brought him forth abroad and said, Lowkv towards heaven, and tell
the stars if thou be able to number them: and itetedim, So shall thy seed be.” There
was not a single word of the Scriptures writtenAioraham’s days. What it pleased the
Lord to communicate to man of His word, from thestfpromise in the garden of Eden till
the days of Moses, four hundred and thirty yeatsrahis time, had to be conveyed from
father to son traditionally. We have no doubt thia¢ Lord took care that one iota of
His word should not fall to the ground at that tjrbat we desire to note the difference of
our privileges from those of these godly men. Tfoeeewe will notice the Lord dealing with
His servants after a very condescending manner.iWeemade a covenant with Noah,
about four hundred and forty years before this tie gave him a visible seal, i.e., the
rainbow in the cloud. So, till this day, the raimb® the seal of the covenant God made with
Noah and with all flesh in whom there is the breaithife, that He would not again destroy
the whole earth with a flood for the wickednessnain. It bears testimony, before our eyes, to
the faithfulness of the Lord to all His promisesidalso is a sign of His mercy. It is related
in ancient history that when soldiers, in their qaage through a country, held their bows
unstrung with both ends to the earth, it indicatedthe inhabitants that they intended
peace; but when they came with their bows strualglilig them in the inverse order, it meant
war. So our gracious God shows, every time thebminappears, that He is for peace; but
when He will come on the last day, He will reverie bow against His enemies, and who
can describe the anguish that will bring to theaalhg?

He gave Abraham the stars of heaven for the sediso€ovenant. Some one may say, “I
don’t seehow that could help his faith? The Lord gave him pinomise three times now, and
should that not suffice.” Let me give you an ilhasion, though it comes infinitely short of the
real thing. Suppose that a man gave you a protoysthie word of his mouth, that he would do
a certain thing for you, and that upon that oneaghyour very life depended. If you had
every reason to believe that the man was truth&ithful, and honest, would you be quite
satisfied with his bare word? | think there miglet tmom for much doubting. But suppose
that this man wrote down his promise, adhibitedsigsature to the same, and handed it to
you, would that not make a great difference? Soltbed did for you and for me. He
wrote down in His own Word all that we are to beéeconcerning Him, and the duties He
requires of us; and set the broad seal of heaven tips Word; adding the most terrible
denunciations against those who should add to Hisew Word, or take from it. We were
told of a certain young man, who in great distregsnind, sprang into the bedroom of a
godly man about three o’clock in the morning, aatls“You need not speak one word
to me now, or try to prevail against the conclusidrave come to; for | am certain |
must be lost.” The man rose out of his bed, lightexicandle, and asked him how he was
so certain that there was no hope for him. “Thed,bisaid he, “has closed out my
prayer; so that | must perish.” Upon hearing thhe tman opened the Bible, and read,
“Also when | cry and shout he shutteth out my pmaygLamentations 3:8). “Who
said that?” the young man said, “Jeremiah, a maat thas been certainly saved,”
said the man. “Where are the words till | see thérfidok here they are.” “Put my
finger upon them.” “Yes, there.” The poor young m@&ad the words, left the room,
and went to his own bedroom. To put his finger ug&ed’s written word was more than
poor Abraham could do. Therefore, the Lord madevibible stars serve the same purpose.
It meant that sooner would all the stars of heay@ack to the womb of nothing, than one
iota of the promise should fall to the ground. Bviame he looked at the visible heavens, he
was reminded of the promise, and felt the certanftsod’s purpose. The stars were his
seal, and they held forth to his faith how numerbissseed were to be. Do you, when
you look at the stars, remember that God promikatl Abraham should have a spiritual
seed, innumerable, like the stars? Though theylmeayery few in number to-day upon the
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earth, when the glory of the latter days will cothe tables will be turned upon Satan’s
kingdom.

(3) What had Abraham now that he had not beforen\e looked at his own
fireside there was no change there. Isaac washeot,tand Eliezer of Damascus was the
steward of his house. To the eye of sense he gaiotdng, but to the eye of faith his gain
was exceedingly great. He had the promise of Gondwed, one jot of which could not fall
to the ground. Had he not that promise before thetorable night? Yes. But remember
Gideon'’s fleece. “And Gideon said unto God, if theilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou
hast said, behold, | will put a fleece of wool dmetfloor; and if the dew be on the
fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth besitien shall | know that thou wilt save
Israel by mine hand as thou hast said. And it was fer he rose up early on the
morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and wrintpeddew out of the fleece, a bowl full
of water. And Gideon said unto God, Let not thimger be hot against me, and | will
speak but this once; let me prove, | pray thee thistonce with the fleece; let it now be
dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the grouatdthere be dew. And God did so that
night; for it was dry upon the fleece only, andréhevas dew on all the ground.” The same
things appear in many places of the Scriptures.usetonsider one more, and then we must
proceed. When godly Hezekiah, king of Judah, wels, sind Isaiah came and told that he
was to set his house in order, because he wa®tofdiis trouble. He prayed and wept
sore before the Lord. The Lord said to Isaiah, ‘Tand tell Hezekiah the captain of
my people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of Davidfttiher, | have heard thy prayer, | have
seen thy tears; behold, | will heal thee; on thedtday thou shalt go up unto the house of
the Lord. . .. And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, Watadll be the sign that the Lord will heal
me, and that | shall go up into the house of thedlihe third day? And Isaiah said, This
sign shalt thou have of the Lord, that the Lord dd this thing that he hath spoken; shall
the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back egmeks? And Hezekiah answered, It
is a light thing for the shadow to go down ten eéegr nay, but let the shadow return
backward ten degrees. And Isaiah the prophet ari@d the Lord: and he brought the
shadow ten degrees backward, by which it had gawendn the dial of Ahaz.” The Lord
knows that an heart of unbelief, a powerful andftgradversary, and great ignorance
of God keep the consolations of the covenant otgraut of the mouth of faith, and
starve the child of God even under the shadow efttlkee of life, unless God come to
the rescue. It is so natural for us to live by sigimd to doubt the love of God on account of
the natural depravity of our mind and heart, thedrgg proofs are necessary to enable faith
to overcome our unbelief and corruption. Elijah hadvalk forty days in the strength of the
one diet the angel gave him; but poor Abraham hadvalk seventeen years in the
strength of the Lord’s promise after it was thusewed. He had only, as it were, a
taper in his hand walking through abounding darknesade up of idolatry, sensuality,
atheism, and deep ignorance of God, and he bravelicame by faith. We have the noon day
of the gospel, with all its promises, threateningginctions, and invitations, and where can
a saint of Abraham'’s stature in Christ be pointat?dBut

lIl. — We shall consider his victory by faith. “Andbraham believed in the Lord,
and he counted it to him for righteousness.”

(1) The veracity of God is held forth in the truths an object of faith, in such
passages as these: — “God is not a man that héddleowneither the son of man that he
should repent. Again, “The Strength of Israel wiit lie, nor repent.” Again, “Let God
be true and every man a liar.” And again, “He thalieveth not God hath made him a
liar.” This is the sin of which every one is guiltyho believes not althat God hath
revealed in His word. Abraham was as certain, lith,fshat God could not be the author of a
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lie, as he was of his own being. He also believed He was able to fulfil that which He
promised; because nothing could stand between Qotanpe and the accomplishing of
His desires. All His promises to Abraham were @iogy, freely given.

(2) Christ in the promise was the proper objecAbfaham’s faith. “Even as Abraham
believed God, and it was accounted to him for eghsness. Know ye therefore that they
which are of faith, the same are the children ofaéklam. And the scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the heathen through faith, preadtibefore the gospel unto Abraham, In
thee shall all the nations be blessed. So thenwimégh be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham.” Faith in Christ comes by the hearingh&f Word of God. The Spirit of God
shines into the heart of the sinner, giving thatligf the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Christ Jesus. The soul is made both abke wiling to embrace Christ, and to
rest upon Him alone for salvation. The whole persb@hrist as the Mediator is the object of
faith, and as such is embraced by true saving.f8ith Christ in the office of His priesthood is
more directly the object of faith when sin is woingdthe conscience. “As Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must theobonan be lifted up: that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have etelif@” Christ becomes precious to the
soul in His three offices, and is the object of #doration of the soul. But let us note
particularly that as Christ was in the promise tbraham’s faith — “seeing his day
and rejoicing” that so He is held forth to our faitoth as He who came, and finished
the work the Father gave Him to do, and He thabisome again at the last day.

(3) Faith views the everlasting love of God thehieatas the fountain of all life, love, and
compassion. Reads, that God loved the world soagvie His only begotten Son; that
Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for h#rat the Spirit, in His infinite
love, applies to guilty sinners in their effectgalling the fruits of the love of the Father and
of the Son, and the soul says, “Here is my reste Istill I'll stay; for | do like it well.”
But space will not allow us to say more.

2. “And he counted it to him for righteousness.” $Mahis own faith that the Lord
counted to him for righteousness? No, but Chrisbwed by faith as held forth in the
promise. He laid hold, by faith, upon things whithsense, were impossibilities. “And being
not weak in faith, he considered not his own batyy dead, when he was about an
hundred years old, neither yet the deadness ohSam@mb; he staggered not at the promise
of God through unbelief; but was strong in faithvigg glory to God; and being fully
persuaded that, what he had promised, he was Haeta perform. And therefore it was
imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was nattem for his sake alone that it was imputed
to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be immltdé we believe on him that raised up Jesus
our Lord from the dead; who was delivered for offerces, and was raised again for our

justification.” May all the praise be to the Fath8obn, and Holy Ghost.
[January 1899]
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Notes of a Sermon
By the late Rev.dHN DUNCAN, LL.D.

“And when | saw him, | fell at his feet as dead.dAhe laid his right
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; | am tis¢ find the last: | am he
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am afiveevermore, Amen;
and have the keys of hell and of death” — Revelatlo17,18.

The gentle and loving John, who had so long andften lain on the bosom of
Love incarnate, and to whom had been vouchsafedhéyondescension of Jesus, such
familiarity with him in the days when he tabernaclmongst us in the likeness of sinful
flesh, — was now, in his old age and in banishnienthe cause of Christ, favoured with a
visit of his exalted Lord, manifesting himself ihase symbols of his resurrection-glory
and ascension-majesty, which weighed down the goexan of this the beloved and beloving
disciple, and made him fall down at the feet ouidems one dead. It was one thing to have
known the Man of Sorrows, acquainted with griefpre thing to have seen, by the
teaching of the Holy Ghost, the glory of the Goddheshining forth in that
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condescension, — and another to behold the marksffafgent glory, that dignity
inconceivable, to which Jesus is now exalted. Amdsivould be taught by this, that though
we should have faith in Christ and love to Chr&gstent as John’s, we are yet unfitted to
bear that weight of glory which is about to be mded; that without supports to us
inconceivable, we should be crushed under the wafjthe Redeemer’s glory. We should
learn to reverence, adore, and love the Savioursheelld cultivate a love, deeper than the
deepest human love, but removed from all that eonmpatible with the prostration and
reverence due to the dignity and glory of the Savitf John fell at his feet as one dead,
how little are we prepared for such displays asdwdd easily make, but which we could by no
means endure! Jesus loved his servant; he camw taiuble and to destroy his servant,
but to show him, as a mark of honour to his appsttel for the permanent benefit of his
church, things that must shortly come to pass. mileeciful Saviour laid his right hand
upon him, and spake to him, in words full of chegriand consolation, to revive him,
making known to him that all this splendour of uppartable brightness and glory,
encircled One who was still his Ancient Friend,esus, the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever.

We have set before us the sources of support vi¢ictst administered to his servant, the
causes why John should not fear; and as we oussehaugh not called to see Christ as John
saw him in prophetic vision, are called to behdld,rand may soon be called to behold him
as we never have, in stately steps and majestitggan providence, calculated to inspire,
if not the same degree, the same kind of fear, maly be well for us to ponder over
those supports which Jesus gives as adequate. arbagken from his own character, “I am
the first and the last.” Jesus is the Eternal Ores is the first ground of support, the
first dispelment of our alarm- the eternity of Christwhen we look at the multiplicity of
things that exist and of events that take placeheir magnitude and importance, and the
apparent disorder and conflict that often takexelam them, our minds are apt to be
thrown off their balance, and reduced to trepidatmd alarm. But Jesus here directs our
view to his unchangeableness “The First,” — Jehovhé self-existent God, the same in
nature and perfections with the Eternal Father tnedBlessed Spirit, — Jehovah, before
all, and by whose commanding word all things cam&oibeing: “The Last,” — the
great final end of all, for whom all things weredeaas well as by whom and in whose
glory all will terminate. This is a consideratiorniegh may well stablish the soul. Jesus is the
same through the whole course of time and of ev@ets thousand changes may occur, and
some of these we hail with joy, and call them ghadl prosperous; others we quail before,
and view them as bitter, blasting adversities. Bognge what may;lr is unchangeable. “His
throne is fixed of old.” “From everlasting to evasting, he is God.” We are in the midst of
a changing world, we are changing creatures oueselbut our God, our Saviour is
unchangeable, - “With him there is no variablenessther shadow of turning.” “A
glorious high throne from the beginning is the plat his people’s sanctuary;” and from first
to last, his unity of being and of character givesty and consistency which we are unable
to read in itself; nor need we care much; we canelbtwhat all things are, and what all
things may be, but we know whhie is, — that he is unchangeably good, wise, holy,
gracious, just, — anthat suffices.

The next ground for confidence is taken from thesideration o€hrist as Mediatorl
am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, &lare for evermore.” The words in the
Greek are very emphatit,am the Living One, and | became deadd, behold, | am alive
for evermore.” In this, we may say, is summed u@ whole faith, the whole hope, the
whole stability of the Church of God. Jesus diremtis attention to himself as true and
proper God: “I am the living One.” As the Fathetthéfe in himself, so hath he given to
the Son to have life in himself. No eye of man,aye of seraphim can penetrate, indeed,
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the mystery of the eternal generation, of the paleand filial relation of the Godhead; but
this we know, that the very life itself which disguisheth the Father from all that is
not God by nature, distinguisheth the Son fromtladit is not God by nature, — that he is
the Eternal Life, who was with the Father and wasifested unto us, — the Word that in
the beginning was with God, and was God, in whonhifie — that life the light of
men. Jesus ighe Living One. He hath life in himself underived. He ihe
wellspring of all derived life. Life is natural, gsntially natural to him. Even in
death he lived. He was the Living God, and to himm@od, death could never
make an approach. He was the Living One when heaexpand all the living beings,
living with whatever kind of life, were upheld irfd by him, even at that very moment,
when, committing his spirit into the hands of thatlker, he bowed his head and gave
up the ghost. “Jehovah is the true God; he is thendg God, and an everlasting
King.” It is the glory of the church that she caawavow, that God hath died and
bought the church with his own blood. It is so avn@lessedness to know that “the
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the enfishe earth fainteth not, neither
is weary, there is no searching of his understagidithat “God over all is blessed
for ever;” and that to Eternal Divinity death camver draw nigh. “I am the
Living One, and | became dead.” The Eternal Lifeowhas with the Father was
manifested to us. He who hath life in himself tawkhimself a nature, in which he
was capable of bodily pain and mental anguish, bkpaf weariness, and sickness,
and deathHe became dead; théiving Onebecame dead. He who then lived and
could not die, as regarded his Godhehd, he,as regarded his manhoodied; he
himself,the Son of God, when he himself “bare our sins as dwn body on the
tree.” It was thus that God bought the church wiils own blood. He became
dead. This, then, is the second basis of the chsiridith and hope. The first being
Christ’s essential Godhead, the second his deatiMadiator, the third is his
resurrection life, never to be followed by any deatAnd, behold, | am alive for
evermore.” Death had an apparentJesushad the real victory. “Through death he
destroyed him that had the power of death.” He msdanto the domains of death,
but it was to grapple and to slay. Death had redghigherto, from Adam to Moses,
and downward; death assaulted Christ, for death peaimitted, because justice found
Christ standing in the room of sinners; and deaith for a little gnaw through the
bands which united the soul and the body of ourd.to one another. But death
was unable to effect his real work. Death’s worktis separate, — to separate
entirely, not only man’s body from his soul, butdeparate man from God. But here
death could effect nothing, on the hypostaticalommvhich bound the soul of Christ to
the Godhead, and the body of Christ to the Godhétawas our Lord and our God
who was with the pardoned thief that day in paradiswas our Lord and God who lay
in Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb. Our Lord and God,that blessed soul, not
separated from the Eternal Deity, — that blessedybmot separated from the
Eternal Godhead, — this union remained entire, dadth was vanquished. It was
impossible that he should be holden by the band$eath. Justice was satisfied when
he poured out his soul unto the death and soontibdly and that soul which, each
united hypostatically, still subsisted in the persaf the Son of God, came together,
and he rose again. He rose victorious: death cootdhold him. Thus the church,
findeth the last enemy already subdued. We have irsen Saviour, the proofs of
a power beyond the most dreaded of all hostile peye the power of death. “He is
alive for evermore.” In that he was crucified, hasacrucified in weakness; in that
he liveth, he liveth by the power of God; in thad Hied once, he died for sin; death
hath no more dominion over him. “He is therefordeato save unto the uttermost all
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who come unto God by him, seeing he ever livetimiake intercession for them.”
He then, who is the First and the Last, is also ltidng One who became dead,
and is alive again for evermore. We are not calledcontemplate abstractly his
eternal and unchangeable Godhead, but to considies possessed by Jesus Christ,
Emmanuel, God with us, — the only mediator betw&2od and man, the man
Christ Jesus. And then, connectedly with this, 3elath “the keys of hell and of
death.” He hath the keys of the unseen state, lierword involves not only what
we call hell, the state of those dying unbelievargl impenitent, but the state of men,
of disembodied spirits, both of those who are resédrin chains of darkness and of
those who have departed and have gone to be witiis€CHHe hath the disposal of
soul and of body; the disposal of the soul andsitate, the disposal of soul and
body both at the time of the resurrection. He hthté keys of the unseen state, and
thus hath power to dispose of souls, — power tot $ha gate of hell, and to open
the gate of glory, — power to repel, and to casirfrhim, and to refuse a place —
to cast from his tribunal down to everlasting destron. “He is the one lawgiver,
who is able to save and to destroy.” He hath poteekeep in the grave whilst it
pleases him; power to bring from this prison-housto glory, to the everlasting
mansions; power to raise to dishonour and send hatk eternal fire. He is the
universal disposer of man’s state — of man’s stiaee, of man’s state at death
and throughout eternity. This then, is another eawghy we should not fear.
There is One who hath more power than hell, morevgrothan death. What is
stronger than death — than the grave — than thwigither devouring mouth? The
most terrible thing about man’s power is, that fethhpower to kill the body, but
after this he hath no more that he can do. Butsibecause Jesus hath a power
beyond this, — it is because he both died, andvwed; and rose again, that he
might be Lord both of the quick and dead, — thamisting in him, there is no cause
for fear.

Another reason for confidence is, that Jesus hatlmateknowledgeof, and right
of direction and government in all the proceedinggivine providence. We have
no cause to be alarmed because the feeblenesg ohderstandings cannot penetrate
very far into the relations of existing events, ar all into the obscurity of coming
events; for the whole chain of things, from the ineghg to the end, is known to the Lord
Jesus. Many and awful are the events which areemitiown in this book, which is an
epitome of the providence of God, from the timetbé vision till the time of the
consummation of all things, — a dark and mysterians originally a sealed book. John did
weep much, because no man was found worthy to apdnto read the book, neither to
look thereon; but he was comforted by the annourergmthat “the Lion of the tribe
of Judah had prevailed to open the book, and teeldloe seven seals thereof.” Jelsusws
all events, -managesall events. Were thermughtbeyond his cognizance, or inspection,
or control, — were it but the least thing possibi¢hen,indeed, had we cause of trepidation
and alarm. But all things that are, and all thingat shall be hereafteall are well
known to Christ, — all managed by Christ, and madag a way which, though his poor,
silly people do not always sufficiently see, is yadrking by his administration, working for
his glory, and for their good. The devil and thekad world are doing, and will do, all in
their power against the church; such is their ititen) and such the direct nature of their
operations, conducted with great cunning, and edron with awful strength. Yet the
operations of devils and wicked men are but pad parcel of that one mystery of “Him
who worketh all things after the counsel of his owifi,” by which his intentions for the
highest advancement of his own glory, and the gstajood of his believing people, shall be
promoted. It matters not to me, then, that | knaw Imow to trace events, or scan what is
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likely to take place, in case tfis event, orthat event. Had | the care of myself, did | take
care of myself, these things might be my care.fButless is it all, and needless; enough to
know, thatHe knows all, — thathe governs all,— and that his very purposes are in all
things being accomplished.

The last source of support and consolation, to twhior attention is here directed, is
the presence of Christ in his churchfhe mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest i
my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticke.SEven stars are the angels of the seven
churches; and the seven candlesticks which thoestaare the seven churches. Unto the
angel of the church of Ephesus write; These thisagh he thaholdeth the seven stars in
his right hand, who walketh in the midst of theesegolden candlestickRevelation 1:20
compared with 2:10). He who is the Eternal God, theing One, — the Mediator, —
who was dead, and is alive again, and who hatlsaitdle suspended the keys of hell and
of death, opening, and none shutting, and shutiing, none opening, — He who knows all
events, and, as Mediator, conducts and managesvalits, having the universe at his
disposal, — hath his walking place in the midsttleé seven candlesticks, supporting
the seven stars in his right hand. Christ is usiaekord. He is so as Head of his church,
and for his church’s benefit. Would we know why therld is governed? It is for the glory
of God in his church. “God hath made him head oakrthings for his body, the
church.” Jesus is present, — present in his chuashhe is not in the world. As eternal
God, he filleth immensity with his presence; but Blediator, — the living head of
influences to his people, — he is peculiarly, nogly, but really, with his church.
According to his word, he hath not left his peoptphans; he hath come to us. “He is with
us alway, even unto the end of the world.” His desiicks he hath placed, with the light
which is from heaven. With the light of his Spiaihd gospel hath he kindled up these to
give light unto the world. He who is the Light hatimdled that light, and put it in the
candlesticks; and he walks among them. He whoastight and morning Star, yea, the
Sun of righteousness, hath, in the heaven of higcth placed the stars, and his hand
upholds them. He who counteth the number of thesstgpholds them by the greatness of
his strength — not one faileth — having imparted amaintaining the simple law of
gravitation, by which they keep and move in théacps. But his own immediate supernatural
agency hath placed the evangelic stars in thet@l&smament of his church. It is so that it
hath pleased him to communicate light to a darklayor to shine in their hearts, giving
by them, as well as to them, the light of the kremlgle of the glory of God, in the face of
Jesus Christ. Jesus, then, the light of the wevldks in the midst of these luminaries, —
the seven stars which his right hand upholds, —sénwen candlesticks among which he
walks. Therefore we are called not to fear.

There are various lessons to be learned from tlasgmce and inspection of Christ. In
one point of view arises the inference, that weukhtear, for Jesus is present, walking amidst
the candlesticks to inspect; and he is displeadehwany of these begin to shine dimly, when
the light is obscured, and when it is in dangeb@foming extinct. Even then he will not put
out the candle; but there is still cause of feast he remove the candlestick out of its place.
The heavenly Light shall never be extinguished, kst place and position may be
changed. And we therefore have cause to fearhapthe kingdom of God should become
extinct, but lest it should be taken from us, andeg to a nation that would bring
forth the fruits of it. But whilst we have thus s®uof holy jealousy, we have in his
presence cause of confidence against all hostéelks, — all other sources of fear. He who
is in the midst of the candlesticks may remove radlssstick where it is not giving light; but
he will not suffer Satan, or all the power of h&dl,extinguish a candle which is answering its
purpose, and giving light to those around. Soonay the arm of human violence stretch
itself out, and pluck the material stars from tighhspheres in which they revolve, than they
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shall be able to pluck these stars out of heavetesastical in which Messiah hath set
them. Who shall pluck his stars out of his hand2rehis no fear of them, then, — no
fear, in this respect, of the humblest and meaokste people of God. Not merely of the
stars, which are the angels of the seven churtlyf each disciple, Christ says, “None is
able to pluck them out of my hand.” Let us therefbeware of base timidity. Let us not
fear; the fear of man worketh a snare. Let us l@aist's encouragement to one of
these churches, — “Fear none of those things whhodu shalt suffer: behold, the
devil shall cast some of you into prison, that yaymbe tried; and ye shall have
tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto deatind | will give thee a crown of life.” Fear,
believer! what have we to do with fear? “Let us &y the Lord God of Israel in our
hearts, and let him be our fear, and our dread; lamdvill be a little sanctuary unto
us.” Fear the devil! — fear the world! — | wouldlthdt base scorn to fear. Fear the devil
when Christ hath conquered him! Ah, he is much &fbared:;f we depart in aught
from Christ. Let ughenbe afraid. And much is the world, ay, and the weak@ng that is in

it, to be feared then. But humbly believing in, daithfully following that One mighty to save,
“who hath conquered principalities and powers, enadle a show of them openly, triumphing
over them,” let usmieverfear. We are called to be soldiers, — good soldiérdesus Christ.
We may fear rebellion, — fear mutiny, — fear provakthe Captain of our salvation, but
under his guidance, following him, whom shall werfé What is our calling? Is it not
wrestling, “not with flesh and blood, but with pripalities, powers, the rulers of the
darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedneskigh places?” Let us not fear: Jesus hath
taught us “in patience to possess our souls.” ketnat be foolish. Let us not say, “There
will be no evil days, — no tribulation.” Thereill be tribulation. There will be evil days.
The days are yet coming, of which Christ hath wdrag, come they soon, come they late,
that there have not been such from the foundatioth® world. These things are to be
counted upon; our minds are to be made up; thusvaren patience to possess our souls.
Let us not fear — why should we? What can men dost® They can kill us; after that
they have no more that they can do. We know theirsty and it is not very bad. They
cannot touch the “life that is hid with Christ ino®.” They cannot send soul and body
to hell. They cannot keep us in the grave. They lkd#lrus, but “neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nongsi present, nor things to come, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be abledgparate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Only let us bemble, — let us seek to abound in
that fear of the Lord which is the beginning of éas, and in diffidence in our own
resolutions, and our own strength; yea, diffidehgoing to future trials and duties in the
strength of grace already imparted, “Let us be s¢ron the Lord, and in the power of
his might;” strong in the strength not yet commaied, but wrapt up in the promise, “My
grace is sufficient for thee; my strength is maddeaxt in weakness.” Let us at all times seek
to have Jesus much in view; and let us seek instiofeifficulty and perplexity to gather
this from them, that we do the more simply look unto hiitmen “out of the eater shall
come sweetness;” our afflictions shall be real ardlted blessings, and we shall have to

say, “It is good for us that we have been afflicted
[April 1899]
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