Notes of a Sermon.

By the late Rev. ACHIBALD COOK, of Daviot.
Preached, 13th November, 1845.

“What think ye, that he will not come to the fedstdohn 11:56.

My friends, man is made of two parts, soul and hodthat comforts the body
will not comfort the soul. Ibught to be the one thing needful for us to getuactuted
with the Saviour and reconciliation with God, fos the tree falls so it will remain
through an endless eternity. In these words we aseubt and a hope. “What
think ye, that he will not come to the feast?” teind to show: —

I. Some things that make the gracious soul to ddabht
He will not come to the feast.

I[I. Some things that make the gracious soul hopat th
He will come to the feast, and

[ll. Some marks or evidences by which it may be vino
whether He hath been at the feast.

I. Some things that make the gracious soul to dblisbotoming.
1. Things in the unregenerate.

(1) The first thing that makes the gracious soufl@abt is the mean and low thoughts
regarding the Saviour in the heart of the unregareHence, some would rather go to hell
than to be seen weeping in a corner for their dihsre is also a secret enmity against God in
the heart of the unregenerate. “The carnal mirehmmity against God; for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be” (Romans. 8t73 hidden from the creature himself,
but that makes no difference. It is eternity aldnat will awaken many to its existence in
their souls. The Spirit declares it to be like perior a serpent. When there is a congregation
gathered of such persons, is it any wonder thaptioe, gracious soul will doubt that He will
not come to the feast? There is no worldly creaburtewill take up a form of godliness, if he
expects to gain a little of the world by it. Whdre tgracious soul sees that, is it any wonder
that he doubts He will not come to the feast?

(2) The pollution and uncleanness of the heart. Maa born full of sin, and he comes
into the world with the love of sin. Hence he breakut in cursing, drinking, Sabbath
breaking, and other sins. When the soul thinkshi, tis it any wonder though he doubts
whether He will come to the feast? When we thinkhef infinite purity of the divine nature
so that there is infinite hatred in it to sin, @l may well be afraid. For, although there is
infinite love and compassion in God to sinners, yatil the love of sin be broken in the soul
He can have no fellowship and communion with them.

2. Things in the people of God.

But the gracious soul may observe things amongédople of God themselves that may
create these doubts.

(1) The lack of spiritual discernment. When we sedittle discernment between the
spiritual approaches of Christ to the soul, and wam affections of the stony ground
hearers, the gracious soul may doubt His comingeWén soul comes a greater sinner from
the closet than when he went to it, it is an evadethat the Lord met him.

(2) Coldness. When the gracious soul sees spiritaliness between the spiritual
members of the Saviour, those that he believes b@lwith Him through endless ages of
eternity, the soul doubts He will not come to teadt. There is no communion, unless you

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 2 p. 51



know something of willingness to wash one anothés&t. If a gracious soul has anger at a
brute beast, even at a fly on the window, it wdhish God from his soul.

(3) Little hatred of sin. When we see so littleredtof sin in those that we believe will
be happy through eternity the gracious soul doubés will not come. Look among
professors, and see if you observe a wet face oauat of seeing and hearing Sabbath
breakers, swearers, etc., and when nothing ofgtgsen, is it any wonder that gracious souls
doubt of Christ's coming to the feast? We read of that he was vexed with the filthy
conversation of the wicked. When a soul sees tlspittuality of those that he believes will
be happy through eternity, he is afraid that Chwiitnot come. For example — when they
meet in one another’s houses, and then separate n@a@dened than when they met from
the unprofitableness of their conversation, whicdsweither good for soul or body, time
or eternity, the gracious soul fears He will notneo Many will go to eternity with the blood
of souls charged to their account.

(4) Worldly conformity. The soul doubts he will nobme to the feast when he sees
conformity to the world among those that have gdrbspiritual tenderness. Some have
a coat and a tongue for every company.

3. Things in the gracious soul himself. The poaul dmas things in his own bosom to
awaken doubts as to Christ’'s coming to the feast.

(1) Hardness of heart. Others sit at ordinances &k adamant, but in the soul that
knows something of brokenness of spirit, this hasdnof heart comes like a mountain
between them and the spiritual presence of Christ.

(2) Want of a view of sin as against God. | may siein every thought and duty, and
yet cannot see it as against God. It is not eaggtsuch a view of it, so as to enable us to
confess it, and mourn for it. This view will makesaul see every favour come from the
sovereign grace of God.

(3) A lack of the spirit of wrestling. The graciossul doubts Christ will not come when
the spirit of wrestling is withdrawn. Jacob saitwill not let thee go, except thou bless me.”
But the Lord sometimes takes away this spirit ideorto make gracious souls poor and
needy. The world have only the form of prayer. Saitemen have “the grace” and prayers
they learned at school. They go to eternity witddseanches for the fire.

(4) The absence of tokens for good. This makesahédoubt He will not come to
the feast. As for a professor who cares not for @mken or answer, the Lord may be as
careless for his salvation as he is himself. When goul is looking for tokens, and not
getting them, he fears He will not come.

(5) Secret sins. There is a secret sin in the guecsoul that he thinks no soul that
received grace ever was troubled with, and whigieghim trouble in sleep, in duty, etc. But
it is not one sin he has, but millions of sins. @have whole faith and whole hope, and can
confess all their sins on the tip of their tonguHsey have long, clever prayers, but the poor
soul has broken prayers, broken hearing, etc. jtasdf these souls the Lord makes up His
jewels.

(6) Broken vows, engagements, and backslidingssdineay awaken doubts that He
will not come to the feast. Yea, after the soubgsjdrops of the divine love and favour
he cannot get rid of the corruption of his own he#ou worldlings can speak about the
world on Sabbath, and go to the Lord’s table onb&#bwithout fear. But it is the nature
of love to create doubt. Love takes in fear, isudfiChrist will not come. Love also will enjoy
the spiritual presence of the Lord. Separation f®od is my terror, not my punishment,
says the child of God. May He bless His word, am#its name be the praise. Amen.

(Subject resumed.)
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“What think ye, will he not come to the feast?”tlis question were in truth upon
souls this afternoon, it would do them eternal gdmat woe to that soul that can spend his
days in vanity. When he will come to grapple witleraity he will reap the fruit of his
vanity. There will then be millions of devils waig to take away his soul to hell.

ll. Some things that make the gracious soul hop ithe will come to the feast.

1. The first thing that encourages the graciousl sbat the Saviour will come to
the feast is the representation of Himself in trdimance of the Supper. “Take, eat: this is
my body which is broken for you: this do in remearme of me. This cup is the new
testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as yenklit, in remembrance of me. For as oft
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye doastitee Lord’s death till he come” (1
Corinthians 11:24,26). This gives the encouragentiesit the spiritual presence of Christ
may be looked for in the ordinance by the gracemd. As one said, the ordinance is like a
ring given to a spouse, every time she looks sihét remembers the person who gave it. Thus
ordinances in the Church are emblems of Christitdeand many poor broken soul got an
earnest of eternal glory in them.

2. The soul may look for Christ’'s presence in thdimance, because that for His
own name’s sake He has purposed to come to thersélis own appointed means. In this
way the greatest sinner may expect Him, as welliasown people. He can come to the
greatest sinner in His own means.

3. Further, He has given his own promise: “For whéwo or three are gathered
together in my name, there am | in the midst ohthéMatthew 18:20). This is the fruit
of infinite love. He bound Himself in promise to Hown people, and it exalts His own
glory to come over mountains of provocations imm@it midst.

4. The soul may expect Christ’'s presence in His owdinances where His people are.
He must be where the objects of His love are. Iddee may say, that His delights
were with them from eternity. “My delights were Wwitthe sons of men” (Proverbs
8:31).

5. The soul may hope for Christ’s presence, becalifee intimate relation between the
Saviour and the objects of His love. Hence, theyaalled His spouse, wife, sister, mother,
etc. Can He forget these souls, notwithstanding st@rtcomings and sins?

6. Where there is something of repentance forasnt grieves God, the soul may hope
for something of the spiritual presence of Chrigha feast. “To this man will | look, even
to him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, amembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2).

7. Longing for Christ’s presence. Where there mething of longing fothe presence of
Christ the gracious soul may hope that He will commehe feast. He promises to fill the
hungry with good things, while He sends the rictpgnmaway. What will fill the soul but the
Three-One God?

8. Mortification of sin. Where there is somethinigtiee spirit of mortification the soul
may hope for Christ’'s coming to the feast. To spensons the ordinance, the Sabbath,
and the Bible are empty without Christ.

9. Spiritual union among Christ's members. Wherg timion is the soul has reason to
hope for His presence. It was when they were ofroimal that the Spirit came with power.
O back-and-belly self has eaten up this world!

10. The presence of the poor and needy. Where thesethe soul may hope that
Christ will come to the feast. At the great dayi§thwill say to many, | was hungry, and ye
gave me no meat; thirsty, and ye gave me no dri@lef a rich professor into your houses
at the sacrament times and you would be happy.€eTisenmone in heaven or earth who can
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handle the wounds of an outcast but the Savioursidim If we knew the value of a poor
castaway we would prize them more. Two or thregdham may bring the blessing to a
whole congregation, when the poor creature thihksd is no Achan there but himself.

11. When the spiritual fellowship between the sand God is broken. You, world,
never felt this. The soul’'s iniquities have sepadabetween him and his God, and his sins
have hid the Lord’s face from him. He has now kst boldness. Formerly he could make
long prayers, saying, Glory to Thee, now he wowddbntent with crumbs. He is now willing
to cast himself on Christ’'s hand to save him framasd hell. Will you go to the table of the
Lord and never shed a tear for sin? You may go,ybutwill be seven times more the
child of the devil than before. You will be as arand worldly as ever. Is this the fruit of
communion with Christ? Will you continue in thisast until you land in eternity? Is it all
your enjoyment to have collected a little moneyeave it to your friends rejoicing at your
death, when you are burning in hell? Oh, eterratgrnity, eternity! Oh, believer, be about
Christ’'s hands. A drop of communion with Christtiee earnest of eternal glory. “Look
unto me, and be ye saved,” saith the Lord. Oh,ragipg for His presence. He pours oil
and wine into the wounds of the broken heart andtrde spirit, “I am Joseph your
brother,” He says, “notwithstanding your shortcogsinfailings, and sins.” “They that be
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmarhexg the sun in the kingdom of their

Father for ever and ever.
[November 1897]

A Sermon
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By the Rev. BMUEL RUTHERFORD.
Preached at a Communion in Anwoth, in 1634.

“Then said I, | will not feed you: that that dietket it die; and that that is to be cut
off, let it be cut off; and let the rest eat eveng the flesh of another. And | took my staff,
even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that | might breakcovenant which | had made
with all the people. And it was broken in that dayid so the poor of the flock that
waited upon me knew that it was the word of thed|'b&c. — Zechariah 11:9-13.

Belovedin our Lord, this text is Christ’'s farewell to ti@hurch of the Jews. He is, as it
were, half out at the door, leaving His harlot wiéend saying to her, Seek ye another
husband, and | will seek another wife: and so Hislier adieu. The words contain,

I. Christ’'s good-night®l will not feed you.”

II. A fruit of His farewell:“That that dieth, let it die.”

[ll. The manner of His departing from theth:took My staff, and cut it asunder.”
IV. What followed upon thatThe poor of the flock that waited upon Me knewttha
it was the word of the Lord.”

V. Ere He go clean away, and give over His callidg,says, Pay me my bygones
[What is due to Me for the pastfGive me my price.”

VI. They gave Him for His price, thirty pieces dlver to buy Him, that they might
get Him crucified.

VII. He is sorry, is offended, or grudges the priead says,Cast it into the
potter: a goodly price that | was prized at of thérAs if He had said, Give it to
your beggars and strangers, to buy a burial plac¢hém: for | will have none of
your wages, if that be all you will give Me. And 8@ Lord’s wages was casten back
again into the potter’s field, to buy it.

l. “Then said I, | will not feed you.” —

Here is a terrible word, and a hard threateninkspdy Christ, the great Shepherd,
sent of the Father, to gather in His own sheepuiltifeed you no more.” Beware, O people
of Anwoth, lest He be saying this unto many of yéor;, your want of love to Him, and
slighting. His ordinances with the means of satwatand mercy offered unto you. Hence
we may observe, that when Christ has gathered! iHislown sheep, all His own elect
children and people, He sometimes gives them ua $@ason. This prophecy has a relation
to that time, after Christ’'s death and ascensidremthe Apostles left the church of the Jews,
and turned themselves to seek and suit a youngfaiféheir Master, even the church of
the Gentiles.

Even in Abraham’s days, when it was but morningl #re beginning of days, the Lord
began to feed His sheep, and sent Moses and Aaroerd them in the wilderness: and sent
prophets and servants to His vineyard, with anrmai@eay, Render fruit; send in the rent of
your farm to My Father. But they slew and stoneel pnophets (Matthew 23:37). Then He
sent other servants unto them, and they beat tAédength He sent the King’s own Son,
the Heir and Lord of all, to them; and they slewrnHAnd He sent the apostles last of all,
and they persecuted and killed them (Matthew 2B36-All this time Christ was gathering
in His own sheep, for Christ will want none of thefmd when Christ had gotten in all the
lost money, even all to the last farthing; then bii@vs out the candle, and cares not for the
rest, but says, Take ye the sweepings of the handecast them away; | have got My own.
Wherefore holdeth a great man a house? It is n@ntertain beggars and strangers: they
get a bit, or a meal in the by-going, which istabir errand to the house. But He holds His
house to entertain His children and servants id:\aare it not for them, He would give
up house-keeping. When Christ’s children are graypnand married to their new husband;
and when His sheep are gathered into His fold,eskahd marked; and when there are but
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strangers without; then He gives up house-keepouks the door, and says, He will feed
them no more.

Hence also, here is a spark of hope to those wdroG#rist. If He say to this land, | will
feed you no more; yet there is in the land childegrd sheep to be fed. Ye shall aye get
your meat of it, go as it will. Though ye should lb@unded and scattered from mountain to
mountain; and though the dogs should bark at yeuQhrist must feed the poor of the flock,
till He get them out from among the rest. And tHere eat ye now, and take the meals
that your Lord sends you, with good will: it is fgou that God feeds the flock. It is not
for the rocks and the mountains, that God sendshd@mw; it is for the grass and the corn.

II. The fruit of Christ’'s departure: says H&hat that dieth, let it die"—

This, no doubt, is hard. Lord, if you feedest ug ne will die, we will be hounded and
slain upon the mountains. Yea, | know, says Chitistall be so: but | shall be blameless; |
shall give up with you. and lay down My calling.

Hence, we see what follows, when Christ turns Hiskbon the sheep. They die, they
perish, they eat one another’'s flesh for hunger. ®a only were those people made
vagabonds upon the earth, as they are at thisbhdyheir souls famish, and they are groping
in darkness for the coming of another Messiah. 8ossee when Christ, the Shepherd, goes
away, the fox, the lion, the wolf, and all the dagfshell, come and run away with the
flock. For this is Satan’s way, when Christ hasegaway, pulled down the Shepherd’s tents,
removed a preaching ministry, and taken His flockkhwHim. The leavings and the
goats must fall to the lion. The devil gets Chadeavings; what God refuses, by law
falls to the devil: when Christ has gotten in Hibeat, then Satan comes and takes up
the loose sheaf. Woe to you who are not in Christisdle, but fall out and lie in the field,
and will not be gathered into Christ’s barn, foraye the devil’s by law.

Then, ere we proceed further, let every one trysehside they are on. Ye cannot deny
that Christ is at His harvest, and gathering in $tisaves in this land. See whose mark and
arms you carry: ye must carry either God’s or teells. See whether ye be in Rome’s black
camp, wherein the fallen star, the red dragon, thedprince of the bottomless pit, are the
captains. For Christ is now mustering His men, pratlaiming, Who is for Me, and who is
for battle? Some are saying, God help us, for wenknot which of the sides is rightest: ye
say one thing, and they say another. If ye sagnflindifferent” | like not that. Ye will get
a master ere long. Satan, by his due, gets the evaddsheep; | mean the indifferent man, or
him who is on none of the sides.

Many temporal evils come upon a people, when Chags,l will feed you nomore.” —
Multitudes who heard Zechariah, would be glad &t thwill feed you no more.” They would
say, We will get the good old lucky world again:emhwe baked cakes to the queen of heaven
we wanted nothing: we will get quit of that whidietbarking prophets are aye crying: “The
burden of the Lord, the burden of the Lord.” So eay people, If this religion were away
we will get the good old merry, songyimp and thriving]world again, wherein there was much
luck and grace.

Then let our text answer you both. So then, wowld lgave the old lucky, sonsy world
again? Then take it to you out of God’s mouth; ‘Shall eat every one the flesh of another,”
when the gospel goes away. God said then; Devil;@rist, Jesuite, pestilence, famine,
and sword, set on them! | have done with them. Rbmans, sword, and famine, did devour
them. Will a mother eat her own child of a spargléor hunger? yet this was done. That was
the old world the Jews got when Christ turned Hiskoupon them. For this, see Jeremiah
25:17. When the people rejected the word of thedLand put it from them, as we are
doing, the Lord put in Jerusalem’s and Judah’s héwedcup of the wine of the wrath of
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God, and bids them drink, and spue, and fall, awknrise again. Now what think ye of this
old sonsy world? See also Psalm 74; when Goddeflihg His sheep, in came the enemies,
warred, burnt the sanctuary, &c. And when God tledt flock (Psalm 72), the dead bodies
of His servants are given for meat to the fowldheaven. And see what follows on God’s
departure (Ezekiel 8:9-11; 12:13)he prince shall flee away on his feet, with higtifig
upon his back. “I will spread my net upon him, d&dshall be taken in my snare: and | will
bring him to Babylon.” They shall be taken as bji&ls.

[11. “And | took my staff, even beauty, and cut it asunthat | might break my covenant
which | had made with all the people.” Here there are three things. 1. What the staff is.
2. The name of it, Beauty. 3. The Lord’s breakifd.o

| shall go no further to seek the meaning of it.eTreaking of the staff is the
breaking of the covenant: the staff itself is therdvof God and covenant. And indeed the
word of God is Christ’s shepherd’s staff, wherebg éfiveth His sheep to heaven, and
awakes the conscience. For Christ has no rod dwemneck of His sheep but His word;
it is His sceptre. Christ's strength, in bringing His sheep is in His word, for it is His
sceptre; and therefore it is called, The Lord’s dtsaiah53:1). And an arm must have a
hand and fingers. It is even that, whereby He weestith His enemies, with sinners, when
He makes them saints: and no man dare separate Tiendevil would fain separate Christ
and the soul, when they are wrestling a fall; bboti€ gives him a back-stroke, and with
His staff can wound the conscience of one who kasrsdevils, and can cause them fall
under Him. But know, our Lord useth this sort @affishgainst several sorts of men, wherein
ye shall see the use of it.

a.Christ casts His staff at many, and it misses tHfenthe pikes of it go no more in the
conscience of some men than a pointless arrowvialeof brass (Ezekiel 5:7). Are there
not many who are no more moved, nor touched wethstrarp point of Christ’s staff than a
dead man is with the sound of a trumpet blown & éw@r? The word never draws blood in
their consciences, they can fence and ward thals $mm a stroke.

b. Some get a blagh blow] and a blegA stroke that makes them black and blue. Old Gawin
Douglas uses this expressiogtroke in their conscience, as trembling Felix, @dd despairing
Cain, and others got. But the devil heals theirmasyias Cain got a plaster on his wound, and
went and built a city. See, for this, Hosea 6. Ehgr see how our Lord blads and strikes with
His staff. In verse 5, He says, “| have hewed themieces by My prophets, and slain them
by the words of My mouth.” There was blea woundstireir conscience made by
Christ’s staff. But what then? In verse 7 — “ButyHike men have transgressed the covenant.”
They mended again, after Christ’s staff had wourttiel conscience.

c. Some get a dead stroke with Christ’s staffsltaidead trumpet to them, and cries
nothing to them but God’s curse and maledictionhfi€t is to them a stone of stumbling
and rock of offence, even to them that stumbléatword, being disobedient thereunto” (1
Peter 2:8; Zorinthians 10:6). Christ strikes with the rod atength of His power: “He
strikes through kings, and fills the high-ways witad bodies” (Psalm 110).

d. The Lord’s own sheep get a wound in their carsms with the staff, Beauty,
as when He cries, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest Me@” Saul bled with the pikes of the
staff, so that the law, and the curses and teobiisdrew him off his high horse, and made
him lie on the breadth of his back; so that he @&rid_ord, what wilt Thou have me to
do?” Christ, with His staff, struck three thousaatdonce, until they were pricked in their
hearts (Acts 2:37). And they cried, for their caaaces were driven all to flinders, saying,
“Men and brethren, what shall we do to be savedglid got such a back-stroke with the
pikes of this staff, that Christ, with infinite pew brake up all the locks of her heart, till it
was made to receive the word. Then know ye wheri<Geadrd strikes the conscience? If ye
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did, ye would say, Lord, strike on! ye would wigtat Christ’s staff, Beauty, laid you in a
swoon. Many of you are angry when it touches yoa.are not wise; it is but Christ’s staff
knocking your crown (Romans 5:10,11). He made Baufad blood: “the law (says he)
slew me.” He gave to David, by Nathan, so manyksisovith the word, that his bones were
broken (Psalm 51:8). Better get a broken head, tpa@nleave, with the silly, foolish
sheep, to slip into a pit-hole, or ditch, for élditgreen grass, and be drowned there.

It is calledBeautybecause the word of God is purer than gold triethenfire seven
times. And what a sweet sight it is to see Him, wghihe fairest of men, the fairest among the
sons of men, standing in all His beauty, in theghaf His flock, with His staff, Beauty, in
His hand.

e. The breaking of this staff is of the greatesighé and concernment. And this
our Lord speaketh as a shepherd tired of his daitt and threateneth to go away. So, as
it were in a passion, our Lord speaketh thus, lgalseek a new master, and seek ye a new
servant. Nay, He was both angry and sorry; so Heshed tears at His flitting, “If thou
hadst known in this thy day,” Sic. (Matthew 33.38; Luke 19:42).

Doctrine. Then Christ has a term day with a particular chuestd when He is ill used
He may go where He may do better.

But let us see whether Christ had good cause otabteak His staff and leave His
flock to the foxes.

Answer He had; because He was true and faithful in Hisviser and was aye
seeking out the wandering sheep; soon up and fatevith many a sore heart, seeking them:
and He lost none, but made an account of theno aflis Father. What were all these? “If |
had sent thee to a nation of a strange language{Eaekiel 3:6), “The men of Nineveh shall
rise up in judgment with this generation, and shalidemn it” (Matthew 12:41), “Woe unto
thee, Chorazin,” &c. (Chapter 9:21). These show @tarist had but a hard life when He fed
them.

But to come nearer yet. What causes a servantftines services? The ruler of the house
changes his wages, and strikes him, howbeit hasdduty: and the rest of the servants mock
him; he is set at the board fo@fbt of the tableland matchegbut on a level withjwith every
running beggar that comes to the house. Few gimegbod words: they all look down upon
him with contempt and scorn. Just so was Christlleah) the rulers, Pharisees, and priests,
did not pay Him His wages; they smote Him. Evenyroin the house made a fool of the
honest servant; yea, the high priest’s servantdesidon on the face, and spat upon Him.
Indeed, they set Him to the by-board, yea, to tw bf the board, “I am a worm, and no
man” (Psalm 22:7). They matched Him with every \gal that came to the house, and put
Him in the midst, between two thieves. They gavestthe thief's seat, and Barabbas was
thought better than He.

Might not Christ break His heart for all these ttsnand say, What ails ye at Me?
Might He not brealHis Shepherd’s staff, put up His wares, and flit? Migte not say, It's
time for Me to packbundle up and gofo the gate, they are tired of My service. And lykave
gotten many a wet foot in seeking these sheep?heajay say, they are ill worthy of Him.

All that is true. But to come to ourselves. In Hisembers He is ill used: banished,
silenced, and treated worse than Barabbas. Hengejastice in our Parliaments; Papists,
Arminians, and Atheists, get favour, honour, andrcpreferment; but an honest professor is
counted an ill subject, a seditious man, and amgrte authority. But see how God has met
us, He has broken His staff, Beauty: the purityveo and life of doctrine is away. The word
of God is not sharp from preachers’ mouths: it dram blood in men’s consciences. Nay, we
wield not the staff with force, until the fire flifom the pikes of it. We cagting it about]
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and handle it, as if our arm was broken! We seesti@@p gone out of the way, and over the
march, in the Lord’s forbidden pasture. We seeyem®n out of his place, and everything
wrong in the Kirk. We see the sheep devoured ansoped with Popery and false doctrine
in colleges and pulpits. The staff is not drawng avhy? Because it is broken; and ye will yet
see it worse broken. Think ye that a pair of orgamsl an ill said mass (as King James the
VI. termed it), and a busking of dirty ceremonii® whore’s abominations, which we once
spued out, think ye that ever this staff will dral@od of a man’s conscience? Nay, ere this
staff break, or blooghake to bleedp proud hard heart that exalts itself againskttweviedge of
God, ye may as soon essay to break a man’s heagwitaw, or a rush. The Lord says this is
a broken staff, and we see it not.

“That I might break my covenant? Becausef the doctrine of the pestilent enemies
of grace, | will crave leave to free this placeda prove, 1. That the covenant of
grace with the elect cannot be brokenSRow in what sense the Lord says, He will break
His covenant.

For the first of these, see Jeremiah 31:36,37als&¥4:10, “For the mountains shall
depart,” &c. | intend, at another occasion, to grdfat the covenant is made fast with
Christ, and so stands not in our free will (Seem&h 32:40; 31:32-35; Luke 6:18.0d’s
oath and promise is a sure thing. “Aye sure,” &yt What then? “Sure and sealed on
God’s part, providing we sin not, for God swearatthelievers shall be saved.” Nay, but
the Lord made the covenant with Adam everlasting;if Adam had stood, the Lord
would have done His part. Nay, the law of natuigey to the reprobate angels, in their
creation, should have been as stable as the neanant: for will any call in question, that
God would have rewarded the apostate angels, prayithey had continued in their
obedience. “Nay,” say they, “the covenant keeps men from sinning against the
covenant; but sinning against the covenant brdaksdvenant.”

Answer.Sin on the elect’s part breaks not the new covefirsdlm 89:33).
But the question is: If the elect can sin againstdovenant? If that were objected,

| answer.They may sin, and sin against the doctrine of tbienant, and against the
articles of the contract of marriage, as a wife rtele another lover. But if this be in the
contract, “She shall be my wife, howbeit she taketler lover,” then her harlotry by no law,
destroys the marriage contract. Now, when Christriraa His church, He says He will
forgive her sins, and swears He will forgive herldiay.

But | ask, What makes a man to be within the comtgha

Answer Not faith nor obedience. What then? God’s free I6Vay time was the time of
love, — | sware unto thee, and entered into a camémwith thee” (Ezekiel 16:8). Then
how long is a contract valid? So long as the ctli@fise is kept. Now, the chief head of the
contract is God’s eternal love, and all here isdasd on God’s free promise; and this is
surer than mountains of brass. As long as the fatima and corner-stone is firm, the wall
standeth. Now, in all the sins of the elect, thehamgeable love of God standeth still. And let
Papists, Arminians, and Socinians, come and ldusecbrner-stone if they can: it will break
all their backs to aim at it, and has clouded thtis already.

To sin against the covenant is to cast the gradbeotovenant fully away, so as if they
were without it; so that they are not now withinas Adam was after the fall. But, by sin, the
elect cannot shake off the seed of God, “For H&lgemaineth in Him” (1 John 3:9). Here
is a special difference betwixt the first and thst lcovenant that will clear the matter.

In the first covenant, Adam had not a tutor, he \ias a daft young heir, who,
having gotten infeftment of all that his father gavim, he wastes and spends all. But, in the
latter covenant, God does with us as a father dwith a bankrupt son: he gives him
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little at once, infefts him not, but keeps a hank his own hand [keeps the
management], and gives him over to a tutor. Manchasked his credit with God; and
so the Lord will not put a sum in free will's handgain; but He doth two things. 1. He
gives little in hand but the end of the covenamiti &eeps the body of it in His own. Our
writs and charters are in Christ’'s keeping, we lage the thing we get, and therefore God
gives us only a copy of the charter; but while heesnever get the principal; Christ keeps
the great sum and gives us but like a penny to keepurse. 2NVe have not power to cast
out the seed again no more than a man child hagmownake himself a woman child.

Now, the point is, Wherefore saith God He will kédis covenant with His people?

Answer.lt is not He will break His covenant with these saetect persons, as John,
Thomas, Anna, Mary, and all who are elected, ohiwithe covenant: but He breaketh the
covenant with a new generation, a generation dbeas/s, who are their seed, and gloried
that the covenant was made with their fathers, @aldthemselves Abraham’s seed and
chiefest kindred: their kindred was better thanntbelves. That particular church, had so
many years of Christ for mail [rent] and duty [taX]he tack [the lease] expires, they sin,
and pay not; then Christ warns all the tenantgjimFather’s name, to flit. The contract
was made with their fathers; they came in theinded’ room, but did not their duty, and
God put them away. But as for the true, friendhyd #gender believers, He takes some of them
to their rest, and some to their kingdom. And ifehe@nd there one be left, when the
Shepherd’s staff is broken, He feeds them secrafig;is a little sanctuary to them, and they
shall get crowns immediately from God. And thereftite breaking of the covenant is nothing
but the breaking of the staff, and taking awayhefword from the people of the Jews.

And therefore we may learn our lesson, if we aredgscholars. The Lord has given us
summons, and our tacks are worn out. Many areccalbene who are within the covenant.
God can separate His own from the wicked, and et shall tear the contract of marriage.
Therefore try your holding, and look out your papeand see upon what terms ye brock
[broke; transact business withChrist. |1 fear some have nothing but professionptg, windy
profession; others have the thoughts of their oeedh many have little law or right upon their
side for Christ. Therefore see to yourselves; Chias said He will try your sitting, what shall
either be His, or your own. Your rights are growinlg, renew them to-day, and make sure
work.

“And it was broken,”&c. — When God will break the staff, who can keepvhole?
There can none come after God that can mend thgtthat He doeth. When God gives
out the doom, it is no empty talk. The thing thatd@nakes crooked no man can set a foot
on it and even it (Ecclesiastes 7:13; Job 12:H&) says, Behold He breaketh down, and
it cannot be built up again. Then, ere the dedvedjiven forth, let us return: for who will get
a suspension on the Lord’s decreet? Nay, “Thougkdd@and Samuel stood before me, my
heart could not be towards this people” (Jeremtt )1 And therefore, if He give His church
a shake for her sins, it will try all our art to neeher; and if He shall drive our hard hearts
all to pieces, then put ye your hands to mend it.

V. “And the poor of the flock knew that it was thedvof the Lord.” —

Hearhow He speaks of the remnant of election. Ask wédhe church, and especially
after judgment has gone through the land? Theg axember of on-waiters. There was nothing
left now, when Christ had broken His two stavesaldg and Bands, but to wait on an absent
hidden Christ. For we can all wait on and belieVemwthe Bridegroom fills our eyes with His
presence, but see what the prophet Isaiah sathapter 8, verse 17, “I will wait upon the
Lord, that hideth His face from the house of Jaewtal will look for Him.” This is something
to wait for a hidden God, and to kiss Christ in daek night, that is a wonder, “Behold, as the
eyes of servants look into the hand of their mast&md as the eyes of a maiden into the hand
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of her mistress: so our eyes wait upon the Lord@aod, until that He have mercy upon us”
(Psalm 123). Ken ye not, when a poor servant hégmg@ bloody skin, and comes in all
bloody to his master, what a look will he let oatien as he would look through him: so
are our Lord’s children, when oppressed with blodadges, looking up to our Lord and
waiting on (see Psalm 130:6). As the morning watelteth for the morning; so we see the
saints holding out their tired arms to God, andjiog and looking over the mountains. And
they have little or nothing in hand but hope.

Here is a doubt answered. Worldlings say, What javihat we have not? Ye are a sick,
poor, oppressed, banished, and mocked people; ek s your happiness. We have here an
answer to such; we are on-waiters on God. Ken yesomme are very rich, and have thousands
in this man’s hand, and thousands in that man’slhkirye ask them where their riches is,
and bid them let you see what they are worth; ttaylet you see nothing but a number of
papers, and bonds; even so, heaven is the landroise, and the land of hope to believers. Let
the apostle answer in thiBeloved, now are we the sons of God, and it dathyet appear what
we shall be; but we know that, when He shall apps&arshall be like Him” (1 John 3:2). We
are the poor of the flock, and the nothings ofwloeld (1 Corinthians 1:21)Ve are nothing,
that is, but little less than a straw, or a featBert stay, | pray you, our stock is in God’s hand.
Wait ye on until yonder day, until the fair, cleand bright heartsome morning of your long
summer day, when Christ shall take His weepingéiidHis arms, kiss her and wipe her
face, and say, “My dear sister, hold thy tongued ahall busk her with His own hand.

Will ye let this foul black shower blow by; die nfdr sorrow. Wait on; now stir about
Christ’s door, cry over the wall, Lord, Jesus, take begging brother. Cry and wait, and |
can assure you Christ Jesus is cautioner, and ohe $pirit notary, who writes it, and takes
heaven and earth, sun and moon, to be witnessasyehshall laugh and rejoice, and be
forced to say, Believers indeed have a great t&-{p@spect of things to comegland are very
happy.

“Then | knew it was the word of the Lord”Sosoon as the staff is broken, and the
Lord flitted: the Lord’s poor on-waiters miss Chyighey begin to clap their hands, and to say,
Alas! He is away. And the rest know not what thaams; they remember not that, though it
was written as Zechariah had prophesied.

So theDoctrineis, That Christ cannot steal away from His own, andubbeghem, but
they miss Him, and know that He is away. The faittkhow when He goes, and when He
comes. If not so, what means that of the spousaw“ge him whom my soul loveth? And
| charge you by the roes, and by the hinds of igfld,fthat ye tell him when ye find him that
| am sick of love” (Song 2). The Church sees Himtlo® mountains, standing behind the
wall; she misses Him (Song 3), and cannot find Miith the watchmen. But on the contrary,
you see the wicked never miss Him; they know noatw@od is doing when the staff is
broken. Nay, “Strangers have devoured Him, and htens it not” (Hosea 7:9). And even
when our church is falling there are men who sag ghrising, and that the staff is as
whole as ever it was, and more so: and say ourchhwas under beggary and misery before.
And why? They would have a kirk, conscience, anigio;n made of gold, silks, and velvets,
and foot-mantles, and high horses, and much cButtthis text says, the poor of the flock are
the only on-waiters on Christ.

5. But to proceed to verse 12And | said unto them, If ye think good, give me my
price.”

Doctrine. A good servant, such as Christ was, should gethifées uncraved: but Christ
gets leave to crave His hire thrice over, ere Heitggea, and to seek His own by law. Now,
| think, | recollect to have heard of a humble m&tkward, speaking very modestly to his
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master, and saying, If it please you, | would h#we thing | have wrought for. Even so (to
speak with reverence), it is here.

Doctrine. Hence we see where Christ has laboured, He wik $edt, “I looked for
grapes, and behold wild grapes” (Isaiah 5). He wit work for nothing. He bade John
Baptist make ready His way, ere He came. In MattBe8y says John, Bring forth fruit
worthy of amendment of life. And in all His doctenHe urged the bringing forth of fruit.
And as for the Jews’ waste, He cursed the fig-tbesause it had leaves, and no fruit;
therefore every one in Christ’s house, seeing Clsesved you in hard service, and gave
His life in ransom for you, pay Him. Remember Chissa hard craver, and will seek His
own, especially His wages from you, even obedieand,newness of life. O then! See that ye
bear not bullquantity; mere bodylin His garden, and no more; but do good for feargdll
you up and cast you over the dyke. When men areeméd, and have gotten

forgiveness, they are ready to sit down and do woemjust as ifa drink of the well in
David’'s house had made them drunken, and laid thveen to sleep. Nay, but when ye have
gotten mercy, ye must up the braess onward] For know ye, that when Christ saves you, as
your Shepherd, and gives His life for you, see ttoat bargain, or change with Him, to give
Him yourself for His wages. When an honest man ddaggwith another, he says to him, Ye
shall be no loser: | shall lose ere ye lose. Sailshge, when Christ bargains with you; let
Him not be behind, but rather lose yourselves Gimast want a penny of Hisages. Woe’s
me, to hear that professors, in buying or sellmg, for five or six shillings more of a price,
let Christ’s gloryget a blot. Is this to pay Him His wages? It wepensthing to be a
servant, would ye pay Him for by-gonesst kindness]In this ye may learn a doctrine.

Doctrine.Christ is made a servant, and a servant is nadviais but a bond man; an hired
servant is his master’s, and all his work is histags; and he is bound to serve no other.
How is this? Was Christ our servant? Yea, He say$Jatthew 20:28, “The Son of Man
came not to be ministered unto, but to ministed, @ngive His life a ransom for many.”

But it were well done here to clear the matter ¢a,yand to let you see that Christ was
hired, and who hired Him. We hired Him not. Whyrtrehould He crave His wages of His
church?

Answer His Father hired Him. For understanding of this; — Gauat, Father, and Christ’s
Father, had a necessary piece of service to ddiddeHis sheep to bring out bell: sheep
that had gone astray, over and beyond the blaek oivdeath and hell: and our merciful Lord
would fain have them brought home again. The angaldd not take the service in hand:
they could never have won the hire but in comessthand says, | will win the wages. And
He struck hands with the Father: and was bookedsGmavant, “Behold My servant, whom
| have chosen” (Isaiah 42). At the meeting, Cre&t, | will do Your bidding; and so He did,
“Then said He, Lo, | come: in the volume of the bdaas written of Me, | delight to do Thy
will, O My God; yea, Thy law is written within Mydart” (Psalm 40:7,8). And “The Lord
hath opened,” or pierced, “mine ear” (Isaiah 1d&9,the servant under the law, who would
not leave his master’'s service; so was our Lordd Amther, He says, | was not rebellious,
neither turned | away My back: and in verse, “I gaMy back to the smiters, and My
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair.” And, “lade Himself of no reputation, and took
upon Him the form of a servant” (Philippians 2:There is Christ saying, My Father
bored My ear, and hired Me as a servant, to saffame and death. And says Christ, | did My
duty, | played not the truant, | brake not to Hion:I came not back, nor turned to a back-
side: | brake not away from My Master, as an itvaat. Now then, ye see, God hired Him to
Himself, and God hired Him to us; and Christ watto His Master, and God trusted all to
Him, “Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently” (il 52:13). And so God gave Him in
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hand grace and strength above His fellows for thekyand promised Him a willing people,
or a kingdom. And Christ accepted of the conditemg said, Send Me, a bargain be it.

Now, God be thanked for that hired Servant. And @ade to Christ something in hand;
even our nature. By taking a body, Christ bound s$#ithto us, head and foot, as well as He
was bound to God. For He, having taken our natuas, sworn to bestow His manhood upon
us to redeem us. For had He taken on man’s nancenot saved man, He had not kept the
condition as a faithful servant: but now being bauHe then puts His hand to the pen, and
says Amen to the bargain. So then, when Christ iInecenan, He said, A bargain be it. It's
true, naked manhood was not enough to make Hinffigisat servant; but Christ said, | shall
put to that which is wanting. | shall put to My geato your nature, and My God-head to your
manhood, to make the work hold forward. Now knowat time Lord was bound to God and to
us, not merely to do His best to perfect the setvitt to bring our salvation under free
communing [leave it as a question to be discudsetyixt God and us: not as if He had said,
| shall do what | can to make the agreement betyoxt and to save you: | will see if | can
please parties; and, if not, | shall leave it norseothan | found it. Nay, but accepting the
office of a Mediatorship, He took upon Him an ab$el submission to make up the
difference, or else to stick by the gate [way]; émat what God had left undone (to speak
so) Christ was bound as a Servant to make it ugc&ib and man made it up; for God had
lost the glory, both of His truth and justice: oisHictive and passive obedience. Man had
taken it from Him; and Christ said to His Fathell, Phy losses be upon Me, and crave Me
for all: and here what man had stolen, Christ gaagain, of the same kind: as if money
was stolen, and money was given again to him frdrarwit was stolen.

Let us learn, then, to bind ourselves to ChristHasbound Himself to us; for He could
not run away when once He was bound. So when oaaevHis, we may not take the play.
Christ once gave in obedience (when we had lostdmao justice and truth; and Christ
said, My dear brethren, all your losses be on nmee®A Now, well said, Lord Jesus. Look
then now, how Christ was bound for you, and yethiek much to bind your necks to His
service, for thirty or forty years, and then to goheaven through Him? But he went a
rougher gate for you, to hell and the grave. Noe/,cbntent to bind yourselves to Him, |
pray you.

“And if not, forbear.” —As if Christ would say, If ye will not pay Me, | withot break
My heart for the matter; keep it to yourselves.ill do My work; My Father will payMe.
He iseven speaking as they use to do to dyvours. EpphagrMe, or say ye will not: shift
[do not put me offMe not. Give Me either wages, or surety, that yresaek My own by law.

But then | see when all is done, Christ cares nothmto want His wages, He
resolved to do the work whether He got hire or totvas another He was looking to than
man. He had an earnest desire after the work, howieshould pay Him nothing. For the
matter stood not upon our will, and our love, saf &hrist had said, | work My work, and die,
upon condition they will pay Me. Nay, it was not ot a reason in His death and mediation
was to win our will to obedience, and to purchaseg, whereby we should be made willing
to pay Him His wages. And here we see, if a natefuase Him, as Scotland, He will get
others willing to pay Him His wages. He will not mtaa new master.

6. “So they weighed for My price thirty pieces of eilV —

Consider this answer was neither boasting nor Highljike the meek Lamb of God; like
a poor oppressed servant, He craved His wagessaddGive me My hire for My labour.
See the rough answer they gave Him, Give. You Ywages; the carpenter’s Son who has a
devil? Give Him thirty pieces (say they) to buy Him the gallows! Hire Judas to
put Him out to us, that we may take Him and hangp Hor that is the wages we allow upon
Him! Is not this indiscreet talking to the Son add> They pay the Shepherd His wages with
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many a blea strokgtroke that makes black and blygaying, Let Him take that for His pains. They
answered even as a rough master does to an ikrgemwho says, Pay me, and let me go my
ways. The master answers, Give you your wages! ywvethe gallows! So do they answer
Christ, as if He were an ill servant. But His Fateent Him with good words, “I am that
good Shepherd, come unto Me all ye that are weaay,heavy laden. If any man thirst,
let him come to Me, and drink.” Then might not theests have given our Lord a good
answer? Nay, see two words in Matthew 21:38,39. Hegr came to seek fruit, of the
vineyard they caught Him and cast Him out of theeyard, and slew Him. Would ye have
believed, when Christ came to His own vineyardi tha servants would have slain Him and
casten Him over the dyke; denied Him a grave, astdHim borrow another man’s!
Would ye not wonder to see Him come in to the churio to the Parliament House,
and to see men cast the door in His face, andHioidout. Yet even so (Acts 4:11), He
was the stone set at nought, and thrown over thle @haa strange thing! Would they give
Him no room in the wall? Might they not have madenth pinningja small stone in the wal) Or
was He not fit for the work?

Now ye may say, Foresaw not Christ all this; sawnblg ere He was hired, what wages His
master's would give Him? Ay, this text tells, incdariah’s days He saw it. Wherefore then
entered He on the service?

Answer.If ye look the text, ye will see He took the hiredavould not return it again;
but in His providing, He cast it to the Potter'sléi, and went on in His service for all that.
See yet more, what a meek and patient servantt@as He cried, Pay Me My wages; but
they said, Give You wages! give You thirty piecdéssitver to buy You to the gallows. Thus
they stormed at Christ’s answer, and ran awayindeted He took it, and employed it as he
thought good. He calls it His wages; as if He waadg, This is even as much as refusing to
pay Me. Why not willing, My dear spouse? Thirtyqes of silver to buy Me to the cross! | am
even content; a bargain be it. | see it will belgoresee and prophesy it will be so.

Then the Lord saw how matters would go, and howwdeld be handled; but yet He
would not repent of the bargain; He would not givever; He accepted of the money, and
goes forward in His service, until He be betraysdin, and buried. Ye may see, then Christ
had resolved on the worst, to swallow all indigrsti and set His face against the
stormy blast. Now, see ye, all that Christ got wdsard reward for His service: He had many
a wet foot in seeking His sheep; and got but twsntypounds Scotgne value of thirty shekels of
silver] for His pains. Christ did not stumble on the nratig guess, as one who makes a
bargain, and when He sees what it will cost Him,ddgs, It had been good for Me if | had
never seen it. Nay, but Christ saw the worst, @stlved on the worst. Nay, but has He not
been serving all along ever since the Reformatidn@ who can deny that He has been
feeding His sheep amongst us, craving His wagesk sarking His fruit? But alas! we have
given Him as little as they did before the Reforga® We have sold Him and His truth.
What fruits has He gotten? They are worth nothigthing but ignorance of God, idolatry,
cursing, lying, and swearing; and on His Sabbathgdts but raw service, an hour and a
half, and on some days mickle vanity and prideppaael, extortion, no justice, but many
false laws, incest, and adulteries; many unrevemubls, a wicked and windy profession.

“A goodly price.” —“Christ speaks as a man to be pitied or bemoaned; likeoa po
servant beguiled of his wages. As if he had samj &ens if | wan it not dear. | endured the
winter’s cold and the summer’s heat. Many a weglgtrwas | awake when they were asleep;
and look at the hire they have given Me! Indeedoad price that | the Lord was valued
at! These worldlings, like Judas, the Scribes,Rimarisees, who love the world, and never have
a right estimation of Christ; for thirty pieces sifver the kirk-men bought and sold Him. If
the world be great in your books, Christ has tleest tourtffavour and influenceln your hearts;
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for faith and a good conscience die and live togretiMlake once a hole in a good conscience,
and bring in the world into your hearts, and yellstee faith sink very soon. | wish men saw
with two eyes here, that the world is a golden hamta break religion in pieces, and that it
breaks down the kirk walls. For what has overtur@adist and religion but men’s love of the
world, court, and honour. Go over to Rome, andisee they love God, who make golden
kirks and golden images their religion. They haebes and fat benefices, and therefore they
have put a tongue in Purgatory’s mouth to cry, Mpmdoney. They love honour well, and
therefore their doctrine cries, A Pope above atlgkiand emperors in worldly glory. And
because the second commandment speaks againstnthgies, they have shut it out as a
servant. Men see not their cottterest; and the world can put a lie in their conscienees]
cause them to believe black is white, and idolatrg thing indifferent. Would ye know the
cause of it? (but men will not believe it). Whencenthe affections are passionate, and
when therefore the truth comes into the soul of wiecorrupt minds and affections, it is like
good wine put into old bottles: our hearts sourtthéh. Or, like a beautiful stranger coming
into a very smoky house, who is all bleared andKkdaed to-morrow. And why? God’s truth
charges us to bow to it, and to deny our own waisd lusts; and yield obedience to it. But
when men’s affections are poisoned with their lu$tsy change the law to say as they say, and
wrest, patch, and make religion, and the trutha asde shoe to suit their foot: or as a coat
with a wide bosom, that they may take both religaod their lusts into it. Hence the adulterer
will not bow his back to the seventh commandmestiould have it get a back-blow with
his hammer, that it might crook and bow to hisdusind the covetous man, because he will not
be reformed, would wish a reformation on the tesammandment. The fool's poisoned heart
says, God will not bow to him, therefore he gives donscience a back-throw, till it take the
cramp again: and then he says in his heart, Tlsen® iGod. And do we not see it so this
day? Religion goes straight, and the truth of Gda$ even out at the gate: but men’s hearts
are upon policy, state, benefices, honour, andtctherefore they would cast religion in a pair
of moulds and give it a back-throw, to cause ithgdting and clinsingcrippling. So used in old
Gawin Douglasjafter the world. And if Christ would say and ds,the rulers of the people would
have Him, He should not be crucified.

“That | was valued at:”which | the Lord Jesus, Jehovah, who brake theestanf
beauty and bands, was valued at. — This is cle#nanl3th verse, and in Matthew 27:8,9.
It is the man, Christ, whom Judas sold, for Mattlogtes the text: but he says that it was cited
by the prophet Jeremiah. Now, the text is heredohdriah: and there is not such a place
in Jeremiah; therefore it is like that Zechariahsvadso called Jeremiah. For it was ordinary
for the Jews to have two names; and especiallyusecZechariah and Jeremiah come both
from the same fountain in the Hebrew: and they hlac#h one signification; and both in our
language signify, a man exalting God.

But here the thing | would be at against the blthdews. Zechariah says, Jehovah
was valued at thirty pieces of silver. Matthew say® Son of man was valued at thirty
pieces. So these two are one and the same perbar i a clear proof that our Mediator is
both Jehovah, God Almighty, and also a betrayed, Nanthirty pieces of silver. The Jews
might have remembered this prophecy when they gavy pieces of silver for Christ, and
before their eyes it was cast down in the Lord’'sd® and by themselves made use of, to
buy the Potter’s field. So then, Christ is God amah (the Jews will not have Him, let us
take Him); for thus it behoved the work of our negiion to be a mixed work, coming from
two natures. Then take Him as gtwsely related]to you: Christ, God-man, is all-beauty
and fair to behold.

Two things commend a wife, a sweet smell, and racfalour. Christ-man smells of love,
as sib to us; and Christ-God is all beauty andn&ss itself, to behold. A precious stone,
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for beauty and colour and also for the rareness, ehost excellent. So then in everything
Christ is excellent. For the Godhead and manhoedike two men lifting a dead man out of
the water, and each of them lifts to the other'sdsa For the manhood draws dead and
condemned men from under sin and wrath, and the-IBat lends strength, and holds
out an arm to the manhood to do it. The manhoowspra sad, hungry, thirsty, cold, weary,
dies, and suffers God’s anger. The Godhead staruig as a back-friengt his back to help]
lifting and bearing up the manhood, under that greark, at that, great day of law, when
our action is called. The God-head backed Christl, @onvoyed Him to the bar of God’s
justice, where He answers for it. The God-head aasuffer: the manhood suffered, the God-
head being overclouded, yet so as it broke theefofdhe stroke, by doing and supporting.
As an arrow shot at a brazen wall, the point o broken and driven back. So the arrow of
God'’s indignation went through Christ, soul and ygoahd made Him heavy unto death: but
the God-head, like a brazen wall, brake the pditit@ arrow, and held up the man, Christ.

This was a rare work, strange and uncoutdommon; extraordinaryf0 see! The angels
marvelled to see God stand. The God-head stoodatd wff the Lord’s arrows shot against
the holy child Jesus. And never a hole that thevesrhad made in Christ-man but the God-
head was aye at hand, immediately to pour in balnd, fill it up inthe very moment of
suffering. And as Christ-man was burnt in His sthu, God-head held a well of faith, comfort,
hope and courage to His head to drink His fill. Edwist ever believed, and still hoped, and
prayed in faith.

Then, believers, count heaven a precious thing Wzt so dear bought. Here was an
uncouth wonderful yokingstting to; undertakingffor it! Then fy upon thee, if thou sell it for gla
and swinish lusts. The thing that Christ wan witls Bweet life, wilt thou slip from it like a
knotless thread? Alas! | see men have not the asibm of salvation that Christ had. He
gave much for it: they cast it at the cocks foreary,for a feather. The young heir knows not
how hard the conquepie acquisition of the estatéyas to his poor father; who was soon up, and
late up, and ventured through the seas, and wpw/sdtked thrice, and taken with Turks and
Pirates. So we are but young daft heirs, and knavwhaw dear Christ bought our inheritance.
He wanted the night's sleep for it; it cost Him maam weary and heavy heart. yea He
swimmed the salt sea of the Lord’s wrath for it.

7. “And | took the thirty pieces, and cast them te fhotter” —To buy a field with, for
beggars and strangers; for the Jews would not tievencircumcised buried with them. See
ye not how Satan served Judas. He sought in his hea to betray Christ. Satan said to
him, Thou servest a hungry master. Wilt thou putkh a purse, and get something from the
high priest for Him that will do thee good? Juda®sliso. And now, when Judas got it, it
burns his conscience and he throws it from him, iamgl cast to the potters to buy a field.
What gets Judas’ heirs and executors of his tipitges? First, he makes a dog’s testament;
then he leaves nothing to his heirs. Many a puditeg with selling Christ is casten to the
potters: strangers and beggars get it. Then loatotot, honour, and benefices, and estates
gotten with the selling of Christ, if they thrive the third heir. Many earldoms, and lordships
that come this way will be casten to the potteetdi Satan filled Judas’ head and heart with
hope when he tempted him; now when he casts aveagntiney, he gives him the cheat for
his bishopric: he would laugh him to scorn. Forewldudas was conscience sick, he would not
come and hold his head. | think Satan is like anloar sporter, who has put in his finger
among ashes, where there is fire, and burneth himaed, tempting, he says to his
neighbour, It is not hot; and makes him put inlmésd, till he is burnt, and cries; and then
he laughs, and says, Good speed. The devil hag bisrhand with sin, and he says to
Judas, and others, It is not hot, put in your hand feel. And when they are scalded, and
cry, and cast away the thirty pieces of silverphé laughs at them. Nay, | have now mind
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how Jacob took Esau at the right time, when hedyeg) for hunger: he would not give him a
soup of his pottage till he sold him his birth-tigBatan, finding men dying for hunger after
the world, court, and riches, he makes them fsoppose; believethey shall get nothing, unless
they sell their birth-right. And when Satan oncésgbem in a right mood, and to lust after
the world; hence, he gets them to sell their kiight for sin. But, believe me, ye but burn
your lips with the devil's pottage; when ye quit @& and your birth-right for sin. Ye but
scrape, and draw together for the potter’s fielg. But stay till it come to Saul's and Judas’
case, in the hinder end of the day. When a hodkss fiire, it is not long in going to all the
corners thereof. So if ye sell your birth-rightSatan, sin, and the world; when death comes,
the fire of hell will kindle in your consciencell @ll be in a flame; and ye will not get water to
guench it. O then, take heed, and beware of Safiatisries, sin’s vain pleasures, and the
world’s deceitful allurements: for they are all bampty nothings, a matter of mere
moonshine. It is storied of men going over to Itahyd selling their goods to wizards, and
getting, as they supposed, chest-fulls of gold: wheén they came home and opened their
chests they had nothing but a number of round siatees, and were all beguiled. So, in
believing the world, Satan, and sin, you can mett mothing but deception. Ken ye not that
the devil, the world, and sin, can all ci@gd the dice so as to cheat in playithle dice, and promise
gold, while all is but mere nothings, empty shadcavel worse than slate stones?

Now, | pray and beseech you, by the mercies of Bgdhe blood of the eternal covenant,
by the price of your souls’ redemption, by the atibn of your immortal souls, and by your
compearing naked and bare before the Judge ofuit& gnd the dead; cast this world and
sin over behind your backs. Hate and abhor evarywhether in yourselves or others, and
go up through this world leaning upon Christ, kegpyour eye fixed upon Him, as your only

safety. The Lord bless His word to you. Amen.
[December 1897]

A Sermon.
By Rev. NeiL CAMERON, St. Jude’s, Glasgow.
“Ye should earnestly contend for the faith whichswasce delivered unto the saints” — Jude 3.
There are two important reasons why the Church ofl Ghould contend earnestly
for the faith which was once delivered unto thetsai

First. — Theglory of God, in time, is so intimately connectedhathe revelation of His
mind and name in the word of truth that the orless sight of as the other is ignored.

(1) In the work of creation, as the Bible recortsthe glory of the infinite wisdom,
power and Godhead of the Trinity was made manildst is a mirror in which the psalmist
saw much of His glory, when he exclaimed in anasysof admiration, “When | consider
thy heavens the work of thy fingers, the moon amel $tars which thou hast ordained;
what is man that thou art mindful of him? and tba sf man that thou visitest him?”
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(2) Immediately upon the entrance of sin, the imakte glory of His justice, holiness,
and truth blazed with such effulgence from His tleothroughout the whole rational
creation, thoroughly convincing the angelic hostdhat God hath no pleasure in
wickedness; neither shall evil dwell with him. Tieelish shall not stand in his sight; he hates
all workers of iniquity.” They saw all this in “thaod spared not the angels that sinned,
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them aftains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment.” The glory of His power and wisdom inatren, and of His justice, holiness, and
truthfulness were all displayed anterior to thé ddlAdam, and of his posterity in him. Adam
yielded to the temptations of Satan, broke the wame of his God, and thereby, the
whole human race immediately fell under the sanm@esee of condemnation with the
angels that sinned. Satan may have thought thiaathsucceeded in ruining the whole human
race, and in despoiling God of His glory monnection with the creation of man, and in
destroying the image of God and His likeness inclwiman was created. The wisdom, power,
justice, holiness, and truth of God would have rievad impregnable forts defending His
glory eternally; but Satan and man had obliteratddiough sin, the obedience,
reverence, and love due to God from His rationa@atures of mankind. The victory
seemed to be on the side of Satan. The whole huawnwere, willingly, his lawful
captives, and were already on the way to hell. Vébald deliver them? God’s justice
demanded their eternal. punishment in that evamniadire prepared for the devil and his
angels. “Then thou spakest in vision to thy HolyeQand saidst, | have laid help upon One
that is mighty.” “For this purpose the Son of Godsamanifested, that he might destroy the
works of the devil.”

(3) Therefore a revelation of the free, sovereaye) purposes, mercy and grace of God
was made to man, and therein the glory of the gn&d€&od, in connection with the purpose of
election, redemption, justification, sanctificati@and glorification of sinners by the Mediator,
or the seed of the woman held forth. The covenanédemption or grace was brought to
light whereby God should be glorified on earth, tierks of the evil one destroyed, and
the election of grace saved by Jesus Christ. Thglory accrues to God from the work of
redemption, and restoration of guilty sinners teateeds the glory of His justice in their
condemnation. Against this glory of the grace o tost High the adversary and his
children have been contending since it has beesated in this world. All the above facts
are set forth in the Word of God, or “the faith wihiwas once delivered unto the saints.”

Second=— Theeternal salvation of perishing and guilty sinneepehds upon “this faith
which was once delivered unto the saints.” Thedares principally teach what man is to
believe concerning God, and what duty God requfasan. “Without faith it is impossible
to please God.” Again, “Faith cometh by hearingd drearing by the Word of God.”
Therefore salvation is so absolutely connected whthWord of God that none of our lost
race, capable of making use ibf can be saved without it. Infatuated he mustwieo
endeavours its destruction, for “where there isvismn, the people perish.” Let us now in
humble dependence upon the Spirit of truth, comslteewords of the text.

|. — The cause of contention.

Il. — The two contending parties.
lll. — The method prescribed for the saints in thremntending for the faith.

Jude, as a faithful servant of Jesus Christ, sebimdaith attacked, warned the saints of
the imminent danger to which they were exposedréteinded them that they had had
warnings in the inspired writings of Christ’s agestconcerning this danger, and that they
had much need of holding fast the form of sounddson faith and love which is in Christ
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Jesus. This was a duty which they owed to Chrestisse, to some who were led astray by the
craftiness of the enemies of the faith, and to nrah&own to the end of time.

|. — The cause of contention is “ the faith whichsmnce delivered unto the saints.”

(1) This embraces the whole Word of God. “The WafdGod, which is contained in
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, escathly rule to direct us how we may
glorify and enjoy him.” “God, who at sundry timesmd in divers manners, spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath ineth@st days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whalso he made the worlds.” Again,
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, amsl profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness; thie¢ man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works.” This word God conted to commit to His own Church
from the first promise in the garden of Eden tiktrecord was solemnly closed by the book
of Revelation. No book or portion of this heavenggord had to be delivered twice. The
saints of the Most High kept this precious depasst carefully in every generation. Thus
was the word of reconciliation committed to and keg the Church till it has come to
our hands, and will be kept by Christ's seed uHBl shall appear the second time sitting
upon the great white throne. The Church is theapéind ground of truth, and while she
keeps lies without her ground, and the truth ineitsirety emblazoned on her standards,
she is terrible as an army with banners. The ChwfcGhrist, taking her stand upon the
rock of truth, overcomes by faith all her enemiddy Spirit that is upon thee, and my
words which | have put in thy mouth shall not démat of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth
of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’sdsesaith the Lord, from henceforth and
for ever.” Nothing will overcome the devil, the Marand the flesh, but implicit faith in the
Word of God. Who are the true Church? And how deytbe distinguished? We answer
briefly, “Where two or three are met together in mgme.” The saints having His Word as
a lamp to their feet and a light to their pathdrstd to the voice of God in that word, and
refused to be led away by the delusions of Satdwe. Bible contained their whole faith
regarding spiritual and eternal realities and theppses of God towards a guilty and
perishing world. The word that proceeded from Hisuth was of more value to them than
thousands of gold and silver.

(2) It is of the utmost importance that the wordtlod truth of the gospel should be so
firmly held by the Church that none could be ackleolged as a member who should doubt
any part of it; but it is in the heart that the Has delighted with the truth. The faith
was once delivered to the saints personally andestively. The true nature of
saving faith which justifies before God must bedelAn error here is certain ruin.
“Without faith it is impossible to please God.” Haiwithout charity or love is
nothing.

All sinners are by nature dead in trespasses andins. The dead can never
awaken themselves. When the Lord asked Ezekiefjtiestion, “Can these bones live?”
the prophet replied, “O Lord God, thou knowest.” eTiHoly Spirit, through the
reading but especially the preaching of the Wondalkens the dead faculties of the
guilty sinner to realise the wrath and curse of Gddw and justice, under which he
lies. This is fully demonstrated by the Word of Gdde three thousand on the day
of Pentecost, and the Philippian jailor are indabié proofs. Then the sinner begins in
agony to ask the question, “What must | do to beed?” He has got no knowledge of
saving faith, however elaborate his knowledge & ltter of the Word of God may
have been. The Holy Spirit through the Word quickéime dead soul, regenerating it
by the Word, and works faith in the soul, and eeabit to embrace Jesus Christ
freely offered in the Gospel. Christ by His Spicibmes into the heart, and dwells
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there, and the believer by faith enters into Chridives and walks in Him. This faith
is described in Scripture as “the gift of God,” & most holy faith,” and as “a
precious faith.” There is more in it than a mersead to the historical facts and
truthfulness of God’s Word, for many can lay clatm that rational faith who are
never saved. “The devils believe and tremble.” 8gviaith looks unto Christ in His
humiliation, obedience, sufferings, and death, BEyd hold, by the power of the Holy
Ghost, upon Christ in all He did, and in all He nowes before the throne of God,
as the great High Priest, pleading the merit of b\n death and shedding of blood
upon Calvary’s cross. The sinner takes Christ asown. The love of God is shed
abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost, and he isden&xceeding glad in the
reconciled countenance of God the Father in Chi#t. calls upon the heavens,
seas, earth, and all that they contain to help tumming of the mercy of God for ever.
As he feels himself now taken out of the fearful and miry clay, and his feet set
upon the rock, he can take a view of the prospettogfore his eye in the Word of
God. God shines into his heart, giving the lighttie¢ knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Christ Jesus. Looking backwardssees the fountain from which all
the grace and mercy flow which are revealed in thosld, the electing love of God
— Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The covenant of gracunfolded to his mind, as
it stands between the Father and the Son; the -negting love of Christ revealed
in the pity and compassion of his humiliation, suiitgs, and death, for sinners and for
himself personally causes him to cry, “Who loved,rard gave himself for me;” the
love of the Spirit by which He came to his guiltgus, awakened, quickened, and
enlightened him in the knowledge of the fearfulalise of sin, and of Jesus Christ,
the great Physician; the pardon of sins which Giba, Father, the Judge bestowed
upon him, justifying him freely by imputing the hgeousness of Christ to him, and
bestowing faith upon him to receive Christ; the geavith God which flowed into his
guilty soul in that moment in which the Spirit payhis guilty conscience from sin, and
how this made all things new to him; the proof tetof this, in that the Spirit by
the promise of the Word spoke it to his heart irmgosuch words as these — “I,
even |, am he that blotteth out thy transgressitmmsmine own sake, and will not
remember thy sins.” He is now amazed why other sisrare not seeing the beauty
and the glory in Christ that fills his own soul Wwisuch delightful admiration. He
cannot pass his fellow sinners on the public roatheut urging them to believe in
Christ and be saved. This is only a new-born bdle. newborn babes desire the
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow therelfyso be yehave tasted that the
Lord is gracious. The Holy Spirit keeps the Wordnast without ceasing in the
mouth of faith, and the soul drinks in and is “séed with the breasts of her
consolations; that ye may milk out, and be delighteith the abundance of her
glory.” Children are not fit for wars and contem& They must be weaned and
made to eat strong food, like men, before they saet a warfare. “Whom shall he
teach knowledge, and whom shall he make to undedstioctrine? them that are
weaned from the milk and drawn from the breastdi&Tpsalmist knew these things
when he said — “Surely | have behaved and quietgdeth, as a child that is
weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a wearieldl.6 The weaned child by-
and-bye must be sent to school to learn. Into wéatool must he go? Christ
says, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and areviidaden, and | will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; fam meek and lowlin heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yakeeasy and my burden is light.”
The Apostle Paul describes what he learned in #uisool. “I have learned, in
whatever state | am, therewith to be content. | wnloow to be abased, and |

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 2 p. 70



know how to abound: everywhere, and in all thingam instructed both to be full
and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer néexhn do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.” The prophet Isdedrned a difficult lesson before
he became a soldier for Christ. “Then said |, Weenie! for | am undone; because
| am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the ntid6a people of unclean lips: for
mine eyes have seen the king, the Lord of hostenTew one of the seraphim unto
me, having a live coal in his hand, which he hakletawith the tongs from off the
altar: and he laid it upon my mouth, and said, this hath touched thy lips: and
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purgedsl heard the voice of the Lord
saying, Whom shall | send, and who will go for uetYen said I, Here am I:. send me.
And he said, Go.” Though a man had all the learrtimg world can furnish, and all the
faiths imaginable, if he should be ignorant of lg&rning which can be found only at the feet
of Christ, and of the faith which is above the powkeman but which is the gift of God, he
cannot “earnestly contend for the faith which waseodelivered unto the saints.” The
weakest saint, who has got Christ dwelling in t@arh by faith, will overcome all his enemies,
and will come to the joys of eternal glory. “Thenseamed of the Lord shall return, and
come to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy uposirt heads: they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee awByt; as every inch of that way to Zion must
be contended for by the sword of the Spirit, thieelver need not expect rest by the way.

ll. — Let us therefore review the contending patie

1. The party against whom the contention must bs&tasned. Satan has kept up a
continual warfare with the seed of the woman siGaa revealed His purpose of mercy
contained in the first promise, “I will put enmityetween thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruisééayl, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” As
the servant of the Lord must not contend withowt direct command of the Captain of
the Lord’s hosts, he must carefully read his ordéfere he to take as his enemies such as
might be called bigots, narrow-minded, and infagédatnen, he might be, all the while,
slaying his best friends. Therefore the enemieshapeight into the field in their true
colours. “By their fruits ye shall know them.” Theare such as have crept into the
church unawares, and were not detected until tlegpat to air their thievish propensities.
They vowed to assert, maintain, and defend herrohest and principles, and to follow no
divisive courses contrary to these, but their entestruction was their intention. This is
what we understand by their having “crept in unaasdr Are there not many who make
this their boast, that though they bound themsebyeshe most solemn vows, both to the
Most High and to their fellow-sinners, to conterat the faith, they had in their hearts a
secret purpose to destroy the whole work of Refdionan Scotland? “The Confession of
Faith,” which, by the “ Questions and Formula,” yheave avowed to be based upon the
infallible Word of God, and to be the confessiontledir faith, they scout as a thing which
none ought to hold or believe. Is it against thenf€ssion alone they contend? No, for all
their complaints are clearly against the Word ofdGbut they endeavour to screen their
impiety from the eyes of the people. Some have lsedmold as to have distinctly stated that
the most of the works of both the Old and New Texgtats are writings of doubtful human
authorship. This is perjury of the deepest dye, &illdnot escape its due punishment from
the Judge of all. The Spirit distinctly stateshe twords before us, in the context, that “they
were before of old ordained to this condemnatidtWwoe unto the world because of
offences! for it must needs be that offences com#;woe to that man by whom the
offence cometh!” They are further characteriseduasgodly men, turning the grace of
God into lasciviousness.” What are the most of dffeee-bearers of the churches in this
land doing but this? Churches are almost convartextheatres. Concerts, soirees, vain
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songs, and dancing are carried on under the gdiseligion. Instrumental music, secular
hymns, and lectures upon profane subjects on thbe#a day, and in the place where they
pretend to worship God, have driven the Word of @ad of both pulpit and pew. The
poor, deluded people are lulled asleep with fateplpesyings. They are taught that man is
not the lost, dead, guilty, and wretched sinnerWwmrd of God declares him to be; that
God is nothing but love and mercy; and therefora they have nothing to fear. These
spiritual thieves still go further, “they deny tlomly Lord God and our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Many hold the doctrine of the Socinian§TFhat Jesus Christ is only a creature,
and therefore is not God.” Did not some affirm tbaé might be a good Christian, and not
believe in the divinity of Christ? Is that the daee of the Church of Scotland or of the
Word of God on the most essential tenet of ouhfaithe Word of God reveals tlggeat
mystery of the incarnation, “God was manifest i fiesh, justified in the spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed athenworld, received up into glory.” In
our context Jude says of them, “But these spedkoéthose things which they know not:
but what they know naturally, as brute beasts,hiwsé¢ things they corrupt themselves.”
How different their views of the person of Chrise &rom those held by the apostles! Let us
turn to the Epistle to the Hebrews, and look at filhgt chapter, and listen to the voice
of God’s Spirit as to who Christ is “Who being theghtness of his glory, and the express
image of his person, and upholding all things bg word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hainthe Majesty on high.” Again, “Thou
art my Son, this day have | begotten thee.” Andragé will be to him a Father, and he
shall be to me a Son. But unto the Son he saitly, thhone, O God, is for ever and
ever; a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptreahyfkingdom. Thou hast loved
righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore Gedndahy God, hath anointed thee with the
oil of gladness above thy fellows. And, Thou, Loid, the beginning hast laid the
foundations of the earth; and the heavens are tr&saof thy hands; they shall perish, but
thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as dottarment; and as a vesture thou shalt
fold them up, and they shall be changed; but thvuhe same, and thy years shall not
fail.” This is the Christ that was born in Bethlemef Judah, and laid in a manger there.
From the stable of Bethlehem to Calvary’s CrossSbe of God, in human nature, was
under the law, its curse, and the penalty due ® gims of the elect. The obedience
and sufferings were not that of a creature, but tfidhe Second Person of the Godhead.
There never was such a sight as God vailed in flestbey His own law, and to make it
honourable; and to atone for the guilt of sinnetsovhad rebelled against Him, ruined
themselves, and could never have saved themséh®sacrifice is all-sufficient to satisfy
divine justice, and to cleanse the sinner from gladt and corruption of sin. This is the
Christ held forth by our godly fathers in this lafkhis is the Christ of the Confession of
Faith, because He is the Christ of the Word of Qbdiny other Christ be preached or
declared in the confessions of men and churches traly an idol of their own making. One
thing is clear, that when men change their God thegt of necessity change their creed to
suit their new god. But as the Holy Ghost givestiee examples taken from the Old
Testament Scriptures, we shall briefly considentl, their order.

(1) “Woe unto them! for they have gone the way @irC’ What way did Cain go in
worshipping God? “Cain brought of the fruit of tiggound an offering unto the Lord.
And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of fisck, and of the fat thereof. And the Lord
had respect unto Abel, and to his offering; butou@tin, and to his offering, he had no
respect. And Cain was very wroth and his countemded.” Abel worshipped God by
offering a sacrifice and shedding of blood. Thisd@af worship was instituted by God in
the garden of Eden, before he drove our sinfulmgareut. Therefore Abel worshipped in
accordance with “the faith which was once delivewetb the saints.” “Cain brought tfe
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fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.” Higd not worship God in accordance
with the revelation He had given as to the wordHg would accept, and therefore the
Lord had no respect unto the inventions of Cainsdem. He came to God, not looking by
faith unto the one sacrifice and shedding of thmothlof the Son of God on Calvary’s
Cross, as godly Abel did. “By faith Abel offeredtanGod a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain, by which he obtained witness that he wastemins, God testifying of his gifts; and by
it he, being dead, yet speaketh.” Cain thought &e 4 right to bring innovations into the
worship of God. As God had respect unto Abel, antb Unis offering, but had no respect
unto him, nor unto his offering, he immediately &ego premeditate murder. He found
fault with Abel for worshipping differently from i, and as Abel earnestly contended for
the faith, he rose up and slew him. Many worshigvamays after Cain’s fashion. They
worship God by hymns of human composition and hueg&horship, instead of the inspired
psalms of David. They may be coming with the béshe fruit of the earth (in their hymns),
but they are only the fruit of that which is eaythlLet them consider Cain. “Is any merry?
let him sing psalms.” They worship with organsteasl of “By him (Christ), therefore let us
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continuallyat is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to
his name.” They deny man’s total depravity, anérefore, have no need of the atonement
made upon the cross. Cain-like those who will ndirsit to their unscriptural mode of
worship, and declarations of faith, are made theab of their hatred and envy. Were the
law of the land favourable to their projects, theok of their brother would have fouled
their hands before this time. “For this is the nagesthat ye have heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another. NoCas, who was of that wicked one, and
slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Beezuis own works were eyibnd his
brother’s righteous. Marvel not, my brethren, i€ ttvorld hate you.” No works are more
wicked, in the sight of God, than those which l@adortal souls away from worshipping
God as He has appointed in His own Word. Satan'ssaare to get this nation to
disbelieve the truth of God, to pull down that whigur godly fathers built upon Christ,
the rock, and to set upolatrous worship, and he finds too many Caindinglto assist
him.

(2) The next class composing the enemies’ forcesdascribed — “Woe unto them! for
they ran greedily after the error of Balaam for #aesv” The error of Balaam is recorded
in the Word of God. Balak, king of Moab, sent ekly Balaam to come to curse Israel, so
that he might destroy them. “And God said to Bala@trou shalt not go with them: thou
shalt not curse the people; for they are blessed. Balaam rose up in the morning, and said
unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your lafudt;the Lord refuseth to give me leave to go
with you.” Balaam refused to go with idolaters to cuteepeople of God, but hints that had
God allowed, him he should go. It does not appbkat he abhorred the very idea of
complying with Balak’s request. So Balak sent hirmges more honourable than the first,
saying — “Let nothing hinder thee from coming unte; for | will promote thee unto very
great honour. . . . And Balaam answered, and s#wml the servants of Balak, If Balak should
give me his house full of silver and gold, | cangotbeyond the word of the Lord my God, to
do less or more.” How many are there in Scotlane whid the same words? When the
Moabites of this land desired to unite with a bogiio hold doctrines and principles
antagonistic to the crown rights of the King ofdgsnand Lord of lords, and to the teaching
of the Bible and the Confession of Faith about #tenement, many said — “My
congregation and others will not allow me to gohwypu.” Others said — “We cannot
commit so terrible a crime against God, His Word paople, and our own consciences,
as to go with you.” The latter stood boldly till st removed them one by one. The
Moabites came back again with a Declaratory Acsweep away, by one stroke, all the
blessings of the true Israel of God. At first, naactlared that this Act meant “Bible or no
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Bible, atonement or no atonement,” and that nottdagld ever prevail upon them to go
with these men in their accursed work of destructihen the time came to act, they —
like Balaam — went with the Moabites to take partheir idolatrous worship, and to curse
Israel. Who could believe a few years ago thattlea who lectured to the people, in towns
and country throughout Scotland, against suchlsgeri should be now fighting against the
Word of God, the subordinate standards of the Ohutiteir own statements in the past,
and the few who could not follow them in their toabus conduct? Wherein lay the secret
of all this? The words of our text are very explam this point, “ran greedily after the error
of Balaamfor reward” We have no doubt but promotion and the desire &mndopopular
weighed much with some, but the love for reward whshe very root, and caused their
contending for the faith to wither and die. The Ape Peter, in warning the true
Church against such men and their pretensionstgainthis same thing. “Which have
forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, foligwhe way of Balaam the son of Bosor,
who loved the wages of unrighteousness.” Let mgnngeat they choose to the contrary, but
the greed for reward, or the love of the wages mfighteousness, and of a great place
among men, were at the root of all the disgracetuhpliance and most sinful compact
formed between prophets and Moabites in ScotlanthetWWmen trample upon the
conscience of the godly, break their vows to God amen, and are teaching Israel’s
enemies to lay stumbling blocks before the pedleir case is very desperate. Had Israel
kept aloof from the Moabites, Balaam’s snares coobdd hurt them; but, going after
strange flesh, twenty-three thousand of them felthe plague. Let us therefore take the
warning — “For whatsoever things were written afione were written for our learning;
that we, through patience and comfort of the sargd, might have hope.” “Wherefore,
let him that thinketh he standeth take heed ledahé

(3) The third company appear with Core as theidéea“Woe unto them! for they
perished in the gainsayings of Core.” In the 16thpter of Numbers the conspiracy of Core,
&c., is recorded. Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, witlothundred and fiftyof the renowned
princes of the congregation “gathered themselvgsther against Moses and against Aaron,
and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you,ngeall the congregation are holy,
everyone of them, and the Lord is among them: Whoaezd¢hen lift ye up yourselves above
the congregation of the Lord? And when Moses hdahg fell upon his face.” Notice the
creed of these men. Moses spake much by the Wdedbdfabout the exceeding sinfulness of
the congregation; but these men declare, “the @gajion are holy, everyone of them.”
There are many Korahs who hold this creed in oyr oses and Aaron were set apart by
God to lead the people — the one their lawgives, dther their high priest. The Church of
Christ must not loose a pin of either law or gosgdiese two men took no undue
honour to themselves; for the truth distinctly stathat both were called of God. Why
did these men raise such a cry against them? Hyobady thought that they were abler
leaders themselves. At any rate their creed wasnaroow for them. They endeavoured
before the whole congregation to ruin the influeat&od’s servants. Had they attained their
wish Moses and Aaron would not have had a singlevier. The Lord can make of
the lump of sinful clay one vessel to honour andtlaer to dishonour. “He raiseth up the
poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy outha dunghill; that he may set him with
princes, even with the princes of his people.” AgdiHe poureth contempt upon
princes, and causeth them to wander in the wildesrvehere there is no way.” When
He takes the worm Jacob by the hand, mountainshaeshed like chaff before him, and
carried away with the wind. Men say, “Do you takgon yourself to say that such an
one is not more godly than any of you?” That souliids the gainsayings of Core. Does
that man of yours contend earnestly for the faldhhe appearing against the enemies of
the faith? or is he helping them, and causing thersucceed in leading the people astray
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better than they could otherwise do? Does he comtio warn the people against the
destroyers of the faith now, as he did in the pabtY the law and to the testimony; if
they speak not according to this Word, it is beedatsere is no light in them.” Allow the truth
of God to be doubted and carved by ungodly merhair tpleasure, and you cannot be
guiltless in church fellowship with such. The masteariner in mid-ocean who should
throw his chart and compass overboard in a storenwieither sun, moon, nor stars could be
seen, would not be so infatuated as the most othealled divines of Scotland to-day.
The truth declares the need of “holding faith argbad conscience; which some having put
away concerning faith have made a shipwreck.” Tikisnetaphorical language, but very
suggestive. A shipwreck is a most dangerous ttaaghe apostle could certify by experience.
Now, when some make shipwreck of the faith, andadloin their power to keep
immortal souls in the wreck to ruin themselves &émeir posterity, who could find fault
with the man that would “command the people thaythvhich could swim should cast
themselves first into the sea and get to land. Amrest, some on boards, and some on
broken pieces of the ship.”

2. The defending party. As | have taken up so msdce already these can only be
mentioned by quoting a text or two of the Word addG“These shall make war with the
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them: for he isd.@f lords and King of kings; and
they that are with him are called, and chosen, faittiful.” That is the Captain of the
Lord’s hosts, with a part of His followers, and wban doubt the issue of the fight? The
Lamb alone shall overcome them. Christ alone isentiban a match for all His enemies.
His soldiers overcame also as we are told, “Andytbgercame by the blood of the
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and tlesed not their lives unto death.”

[1l. — The method prescribed for the saints in dmntending. “That ye should
earnestlycontend.”

1. The soldier must obey the orders of his captdithnou therefore endure hardness as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one that warrethrgleth himself with the affairs of this
life, that he may please him who hath chosen hinbéoa soldier.” This soldier must
disentangle himself from earthly things, and setface against wind and rain to make sure
of fighting to the last. Demas stood many a bakilg,the love of the world conquered him at
last. Phygellus and Hermogenes turned away frondihg fast the form of sound words,
and all they which are in Asia” followed them. Tefare Timothy must contend the more
earnestly. Like Gideon’s army, the Lord’s orders,dWhosoever is fearful and afraid
let him depart early from Mount Gilead. And theegurned of the people twenty and
two thousand . . . . And the Lord said unto GideBwg,these three hundred men that
lapped will | save you, and deliver the Midianitedo thine hand.” The man who
has got one eye towards the world, and the othveartis the cause of Christ is in great
danger. He may be compared to one holding a ropsaoh hand. While the tension is
easy he can hold the two equally well, but let teesion become strong, and he must
immediately let one of them go. He will act accaglito the value he sees in them
respectively. If the Word of God be more precioashtm than gold or silver, he will let
the world go, and cling to the cause of Christ;tba other hand, if the world be greater
and more precious in his estimation than the cafigehrist, he will let it go, and stick to
the world.

2. The good soldier of Jesus Christ should donallis power to get rid of the strength of
the flesh with its weapons of warfare. Like Davidem “Saul armed him with his armour, and
he put a helmet of brass upon his head; also hedahim with his coat of mail. And David
girded his sword upon his armour, and assayed tdogdie had not proved it. And David
said unto Saul, | cannot go with these; for | haee proved them. And David put them off
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him.” David slew a lion and a bear in the strengfithe God of Israel, and he would now do
in His name what Saul, with his armour and the whaimy failed to do; he would slay
Goliath, and pull down the insulting pride of thkiltines. “This charge | commit unto
thee, son Timothy, according to the prophesies lwivent before on thee, that thou by them
mightest war a good warfare; holding faith, andoad conscience.” The righteous is bold
as a lion. He sees the power of carnal weaponsragty weak whether they be for or against
him. The strongholds, which he has to attack baotiwvardly and inwardly, are impregnable
without the perfect strength of Christ. “For thouglke walk in the flesh, we do not war
after the flesh; (For the weapons of our warfaee rast carnal, but mighty through God to
the pulling down of strongholds;) casting down immagjons, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, andding into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ.” In order to accomplish hidumus task, this soldier must” make up his
mind to overcome all his spiritual and carnal eresmior rest assured that he shall be
overcome by them. There are no quarters in thistfigFinally, my brethren, be strong
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Puttbe whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devit.viwrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against itihlers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wioeeetake unto you the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the ea&il,cand having done all, to stand. Stand,
therefore, having your loins girt about with trutapnd having on the breastplate of
righteousness; and your feet shod with the prejparatf the gospel of peace; above all,
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall beleato quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and twersl of the Spirit, which is the Word of
God; praying always with all prayer and supplicatia the spirit, and watching thereunto
with all perseverance and supplication for all $aih

3. Christ’'s promise is, “I am with you alway, evento the end of the world.” “What
shall we then say to these things? If God be forwbko can be against us?” Sin
causes many bitter tears, hard words and thoughts,much strife even among the true
followers of Christ. Therefore, “Who is a wise mand endued with knowledge among you,
let him show out of a good conversation his workhweekness ands wisdom. But if ye have
bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory hand lie not against the truth. This
wisdom descendeth not from above, but is eartldgsisal, devilish. For where envy and
strife is there is confusion and every evil worktie Apostle Paul found Christ as good as His
promise, and so will we if we hold fast the confide of our hope, steadfast unto the end. He
had to say, “At my first answer no man stood witk,rbut all men forsook me; | pray
God that it may not be laid to their charge. Nohstanding, the Lord stood with me, and
strengthened me.” “I have fought a good fight, Vddinished my course, | have kept the
faith.” May the Lord grant us grace to contend eatly for the faith, so that, when the
hour of our departure comes, we may have a corsielear from the blood of all men,
and that it can be said of us, “All these died e faith.” To God be all the praise for

ever and ever. Amen.
[January 1898]
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Outlines of Sermons.

By the Late Rev.@HN SNCLAIR, Bruan, Caithness,
Preached on 15th, 22nd, 29th March, 1840.

“Jesus answered and said unto her, if thou kneteggift of God, and who it
is that saith unto thee, Give me to drink, thou ldest have asked of Him and
He would have given thee living water” — John 4:10.

You will remember the three things for which Godg#he gift of His only begotten Son
in covenant: —

I. To fulfil the requirements of the covenant of k® by price. “He was
made under the law to redeem them that were uhddatv.”

Il. To deliver them by power out of the state oirispal death and bondage.
“For a covenant to say to the prisoners, Go forth.”

lll. To be a new covenant surety to keep them kacgrfrom falling away
again. “The surety of a better testament” or coména

The first of these the Son has already finishedalbrwho shall be saved. “By one
offering he hath perfected for ever them that arecsfied.” “It is finished.” But no one can
know whether the Son has finished the work for mnparticular, till He do the second.
When He has opened the graves then “ye shall khatM am the Lord.” Now we mentioned
several steps by which He brings them out in theadgower, and as they are not the same
steps in every respect in all, we gave some marke found in all.

I. A true hatred of sin. This is a sure mark beeaw® naturally love sin, and until
renewed, we have no hatred of sin. “The carnal nmsnehmity against God.” “All they that
hate me (wisdom) love death,” not death directlyifeelf, but sin which brings death. They
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“love darkness.” It is not sin, but the love of swich destroys the soul. So when Paul could
say, “What | hate that do I,” then he could alsanth God through Christ that he would be

delivered from sin at last. None is delivered fullgm the being of sin here, for no man

living sinneth not, but the believer is deliveredm the love of sin. “What have | to do any

more with idols?”

We find the following marks upon them who hate tsuly. (1) They hate all sin. “I hate
every false way.” This must be, because they haesgect to all the commandments written
in their hearts, and they have a love to all hamdhey desire to be “whiter than the snow.”
They desire not merely what would make them esbafieand attain heaven, but they desire
to be altogether holy. (2) They hate what the waddls little sins, such as sins of heart. “I
hate vain thoughts.” They have to hate what theldvbardly thinks to be sin. “Flee also
fleshly lusts which war against the soul.” They @aw cry, “My soul is weary because of
murderers.” This must be, because the heart ifoth@ain of sin, “Out of the heart proceed
evil thoughts, etc.” No hatred of open sin will @ence the new work, because a new heart is
required. Hence they are groaning when others ttiiekn eminently holy. (3) They have a
holy self-jealousy of secret sin which they neweaws“Cleanse me from secret faults.” They
have found “the heart deceitful above all thing$hiey cannot easily appeal to good
intentions. While some sin is prevailing they thitlley are given over to sin for some
unknown evil. Hence they are constantly examinimgriselves, and crying for light to see
themselves. “Oh, what if | am deceived?” Even Reag afraid lest he should be a castaway.
(4) They mourn for sin even when in hope of pardom after some tokens for good they are
ashamed. “O wretched man that | am!” In Christythee not condemned. Yet they are filled
with shame and self-loathing. They say not, “I hgagd my vows.” The nearer they get to
the cross of Christ in hope, the more of this lthwé sin, though less bondage of fear. A
fearful pardon that makes sin sweet! “They shadklapon him and mourn.” The blood of
Christ is good to cool a burning conscience, batfteé sugar to sweeten sin. Fearful that His
blood should be counted an unholy thing and empldgegive peace in sin. (5) They hate sin
in others. “Rivers of waters run down from mine £ylgecause they keep not thy law.” Hence
it is an evil saying, “They do hurt to none butrtiszlves.” Is any sin no injury to God? Does
it not damn an immortal soul? Then it is not afifhing. That sight of sin is of the right kind
when it brings sighs and cries. Christ had a bufgerause of this. He sought the glory of
God, and they have the mind of Christ. They haeeHbly Ghost in them. (6) They hate the
company of sinners. “I have hated the congregaioavil doers and will not sit with the
wicked” (Psalm 26:5). There is something in theryspirit that rises against it, and further
than the transaction of business, the dischargkityf or the obligations of relationship, they
cannot enjoy the company of the wicked. Not mehalye they a sight of the inconsistency of
mixing in their company, but a feeling of the htwt God and the soul at the time and
afterwards. (7) They have as great a desire todael ffrom the dominion and pollution of sin,
as from its guilt and condemnation (Psalm 51 thhowd). Christ died not merely to free the
soul from guilt, but also to sanctify and cleartséile took hold of them for this purpose, and
they press to apprehend that for which they areedygmded. Salvation from guilt would be
but half. He saves from sin as well as wrath. (Bgyl have greater fear of sin than of
suffering. “If any man come to me and hate notdatand mother, and wife, and children,
and brethren and sisters, yea and his own lifg Gls@annot be my disciple. And whosoever
doth not bear his cross, and come after me, camnaty disciple” (Luke 15:26,27). So with
Joseph, Moses, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshech, AbedPeg, and other disciples. The words
include not only great men, but “If any man, et€hiey consider sin whatever the word
marks to be sin.

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 2 p. 78



Il. Separation from self-righteousness. “As manwigsof the works of the law are under
the curse.” Then, unless severed from dependentteese we can have no salvation. We are
thus separated: (1) If fully convinced of the irisuéncy of our own righteousness. “All our
righteousness but filthy rags,” not some but abit Nne clean rag. Sin mixed with all. And if
clean, it would be but a rag, imperfect. They aemach afraid of being left in duties as in
sins. They have a sight of the unbending justicEad, and see that only what is perfect will
do. True, imperfect duties will evidence grace, Wil not satisfy justice. And theirs are only
marks and preparations, no satisfactions to just®)df bent after the righteousness of Christ
by faith. So Paul, “not having mine own righteouss)ebut that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faiRhilippians 3:9). Persons may see they
are wanting righteousness, and yet are not sed@kiBgt when real want is seen, nakedness
to righteousness and judgment, it will make theaklabout them for a shelter. (3) Therefore,
they are put on duties, not to rest in them, bdinm Christ. “I press toward the mark.” They
seek to find Him by God’s appointed means of figdiHere no known duty is omitted, as no
known sin is committed. They are not free from samd so duties are not perfectly
performed. But as they would be perfectly free frem, so they would perfectly perform
duties, if they could. “Then shall | not be ashamedhen | have respect unto all thy
commandments.” “Walking in all the commandments ardinances of the Lord blameless,”
not omitting any. (4) If Christ be the only food tilem to the soul. So they go not only to
God’s altar but to Himself. “I determined to knowthing among you save Jesus Christ and
him crucified.” The cross of Christ is of high valmow. He is all in all. Ignorant, guilty,
polluted, captives: what can meet their case buis@hAll is lost empty dishes without Him
to a thirsty and hungry soul. When the child iskeag the breast, all toys are dashed away.
So here. (5) If delivered from building on the ape of others. “How can ye believe who
receive honour one of another?” They do not vahgeapprobation of men, except as rested
on the Word, and then in virtue of God’s own auitiyofWhose praise is of God.”

lll. Deliverance from our own faith. Seeing the rfets of Christ, we think there is
nothing to do but believe. And indeed faith isthht is necessary, but we have it not. Many
are perishing here. Now faith is the gift of Godisl of the operation of the Spirit, and that
operation of almighty power, such as wrought ini€hlesus when God raised him from the
dead. But all say they are seeking the Spirit. &toee, let us examine first, whether we have
been convinced of the sin of unbelief and our iligbto believe. “Of sin because they
believe not in me.”

Ninth Outline —

The first work for which Christ was given is comiely fulfilled. “It is finished.” The
second is going on. He is sitting at the right haitwl give repentance and the forgiveness of
sins.” He is continually making intercession foishbeople. He is still loosening prisoners by
giving repentance and issuing pardons in new caiseégo them already brought in. Hence it
is written, “Thy seed shall endure for ever, angttirone to all generations” (Psalm 89:4,29-
36). Hence, when the gates of hell seem openeddtiasv up all, they shall not prevail. The
psalmist in haste said, “All men are liars.” Ledfr) Some men are good even now. The
Church may be low, but not extinct. All are not bgptes. (2) “Try the spirits.” Take them
not on credit. Many false spirits are gone out i@ world. Wolves put on sheep’s clothing.
Try them by the Word. (3) Join the true people. “Wid go with you.” “The Lord hath
spoken good concerning Israel.” Better to be anftaeng Israel than with time-triumphing
Pharaoh. (4) Be one of them. Not a foolish virgimit out when the door is shut. “Let us join
ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant.”€§hrvant abideth not in the house for ever,
but the Son abideth ever.”
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The third work for which Christ was given is to d&ovenant, a better covenant for them.
This is begun when He, having said to them, Gohfoftom the love of sin, self-
righteousness, natural faith and their own spibts)gs them as self-destroyed, helpless, hell-
deserving sinners to rest on Christ alone for s@meon His own terms. When the Spirit's
almighty power brings them to this, the work wikver end. Among the privileges they
receive are the following: —

|. — Justification.

This we find joined to repentance. “For to givearfance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins.” “Repentance and remission of sins shoulgreached in his name among all nations”
(Luke 24:47). Also it is written, “Whom he callethem he also justified” (Romans 8:30).
Justification contains two things: (1) The parddral sin. “In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, acewydo the riches of his grace” (Ephesians
1:7). “Thou hast covered all their sin” (Psalm 85:2Vho forgiveth all thine iniquities”
(Psalm 103:3). This must be because they recewiegote Christ, and all their iniquities were
laid on Him. From this time forward not one sinléd to their account, as against the
covenant of works, so as to bring condemnationefé&hs therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus.” (2) The imputatidrrighteousness. They are “made the
righteousness of God” in Christ. They are not dré{d innocent, as if they had never sinned
by breaking what the law forbids, but as rightemusovenant, as if they had fulfilled all the
law’s commands. This is wonderful. Their pardon agtteousness both depend entirely on
Christ, and these blessings are received by feitbrks are the evidence, not the ground, of
their justification. They are “kept by the power®@éd through faith unto salvation.”

Il. — Peace with God. “Being justified by faith, wave peace with God.”

Justification by faith is the root of all the othmivileges. The convinced sinner knows he
is guilty, and that “God is angry with the wickedkie unjustified, “every day.” But now, the
guilt being removed, there is peace. (1) It iso#id peace. “My peace | give unto you.” It
rests on Christ’s peace with the Father. The Fatlaey angry, but now His anger is turned
away. It is a very sure peace. “For the mountairadl lepart, and the hills be removed; but
my kindness shall not depart from thee, neithell sha covenant of my peace be removed,
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee” (IsaiaHlB%: This is because “the chastisement of
our peace was laid upon him” (Isaiah 53:5). Theeefohrist is called the Prince of Peace. (2)
A friendly peace. “Ye are my friends.” “Henceforth | shalll g@u not servants but friends.”
God will do good to them by all things as theirefrd. The treaty is not one of mere
forbearance but of the purest friendship. (3p¥ing peace. “The Father himself loveth you.”
Sometimes they have drops of this love shed alrodekir hearts, other times it is concealed
from them. The Lord said, “My dear son, Ephraimyvee when seemingly angry. (4) An
everlastingpeace. “I will not be wroth with thee any more.& Irhay chasten them, but only
to keep the peace, not to break the peace. (BYiul peace. This it is in three things, to
“bruise Satan” (Romans 16:20), to “sanctify you W§io(1 Thessalonians 5:23), and to
“make you perfect” (Hebrews 13:20).

lll. Adoption into the family of God, never to beitpout. “Having predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himsaticording to the good pleasure of his
will” (Ephesians 1:5). Adam was the son of God bgation, but he lost the image of God. In
Christ’'s adopting flesh His people are adoptedriarseparable union. (1) It is a rightful
adoption. “To as many as received him to them drevpower (a right) to become the sons of
God.” No creature can object. Only receive the 8biod, and then you have a right to
become a son. (2) A fruitful adoption. 1. They reeghe natureof children. “And because
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit ofSaua into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father”
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(Galatians 4:6). It was at the time of deepestehstthat Jesus so cried (Mark 14:34). And so
also see Romans 8:15-26. The Spirit brings therdistress to Him as their only refuge.
“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the wordstrnal life.” The child in its trouble
goes to the father. Zhe nursingof children. “As new born babes, desire the siacailk of

the word that ye may grow thereby.” The doctrind #re promise of the Gospel are the two
breasts to feed them (Isaiah 66:11). Others may deeany trash, but not so the children. 3.
Theeducationof children. “They shall be all taught of the Ldr@hey have the guidance of
the Spirit into all truth. None else but the Spudin teach so as to make the soul to learn. He
not only gives the lesson, but power to learnAnd | will give them an heart to know me,
that | am the Lord: and they shall be my peoplél, lawill be their God” (Jeremiah 24:7). If
He would not give this heart, they would be “evearhing and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth.” 4The correctionof children. “If ye be without chastisement,
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastardsiansons.” “As many as | love | rebuke and
chasten” (Revelation 3:19). First, their correctisrirom love. It is not in wrath, though they
may think and fear it is so. “Whom the Lord lovéth chasteneth.” Chastisement is a mark of
His love. Secondly, it is for profit. He chastisétbr our profit.” He never gives a stripe or
stroke too many, nor in a wrong way. Thirdly, ittes make us partakers of His holiness
(Hebrews 12). He corrects them only to fit themHeaven. He learns them His law so that
they may not go astray. In faithfulness to theulspHe rebukes by His Word and chastises
by His rod. 5.The inheritanceof children. “If children, then heirs, heirs of Ga@and joint-
heirs with Jesus Christ.” On His right, they ent&o the inheritance and abide there for
evermore. He hath said, “They shall sit with me rop throne.” He has prepared many
mansions for them, and they are begotten to “aaritdnce incorruptible and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away” (1 Peter 1:4).

V. Communion with God.

He hears their prayers. “Truly our fellowship iglwihe Father and his Son Jesus Christ.”
“We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Ctméstighteous.” He hears their prayers
because: — (1) They have an advocate. The advkicates their case. And as an advocate He
does not plead only according to His client's kneage, but according to His own
knowledge of the law. (2) He pleads His own ment#, theirs. He pleads His own blood. “I
have glorified thee on the earth, | have finishesl work thou gavest me to do.” (3) He does
not always tell them of His success at the time.hdars long, but keeps them in waiting
upon Him. (4) So He sends forth His Spirit in thearts, the Holy Ghost. It is good hearing
on His part that keeps praying on theirs. (5) Buat \Wll come speedily, as birds flying,
though He tarry long. What! Tarry long, and yet eospeedily. He will come at last in
surprisal when they think all is gone, and He wékr no more.

V. Sanctification.

Christ is made of God unto us sanctification (1iGtbrans 1:30). This work is laid in
conviction of sin, sorrow, and denial to self-rightisness and their own spirit. They seek to
get free of all sin, and to attain to all holine€k). They were chosen to salvation through
sanctification of the spirit. (2) The will of God their sanctification. (3) It is the end of
Christ’'s coming. (4) It is His prayer. (5) The desdf angels. (6) The desire of good men. (7)
Their own desire. Their cry is, “Cleanse me, wa#) purge me.” None are against it but the
devil, the world, and the flesh.

May the Lord, in mercy, enable me to amplify anglgpghe above, and to apply Himself
by the Spirit for Christ's sake, and to the Fatltbe Son, and the Holy Ghost be all praise
through Christ. Amen.
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Tenth Outline—

In speaking of the third thing for which God gavwe tgift of His only begotten Son,
namely, to be an everlasting covenant to them whaoreade by the mighty power of the Holy
Ghost to believe in Him according to that word, “8&y much was Jesus made the surety of a
better testament” or covenant, which is an evengstovenant, we said — I. He is made their
justification. This in two things. (1) The pardohail sin. His blessed being was laid in the
balance against all their sins, as if they had dehat He did. (2) The imputation of perfect
righteousness. They are “made the righteousnesSodf in Him.” Their justification is
complete. It does not rest on anything in themselegher before or after they believe.
Therefore Paul, long a believer, desires to be doium Christ’'s righteousness. Here the
exercise of faith keeps the looks clear, and trexase of a spiritual mind keeps the peace.
Then Il. Peace with God. Ill. Adoption. IV. Commaniwith God. V. Sanctification.

VI. Some things in which He is available in covenanthem in death. (1) As to natural
or temporal death, they shall not die till He sBes| am he that liveth, and was dead; and
behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and havekégs of hell and death” (Revelation
1:18). In the covenant of works, no sinner hasassurance of life, of being out of hell for a
moment, according to Deuteronomy 28:66, but sinbasCsuffered eternal death in effect
for His people, He has the keys of hell and of lleatl power in heaven and earth is given to
Him. No accident, no sickness, no disease canllibfah till His time. “The very hairs of
their head are all numbered.” Further, “Thou sbaltin league with the stones of the field;
and the beasts of the field shall be at peace thigk” (Job 5:23). He promises to “make a
covenant for them with the beasts of the field, anith the fowls of heaven, and with the
creeping things of the ground” to be at peace arslipply them (Hosea 2:18). Though they
know not the time of death, He knows and watch®sTkey shall not die till they are ready.
So it is written, “He will present it to himselfglorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing, but holy and without blemishpfgsians 5:27). They may die sudden or
lingeringly, and as in themselves without actuaparation, but not as in Him without
habitual preparation. (1) He prepares them Him&fHe sanctifies, cleanses, washes them.
(2) He makes them prepare. “Prepare thyself.” “Thmb’s wife hath made herself ready.”
“They have washed their robes, and made them vimitee blood of the Lamb.” They do
these things by employing Him, and so they say,otrhast wrought all our works in us”
(Isaiah 26:12). “Work out your own salvation witkaf and trembling, for it is God which
worketh in you” (Philippians 2:12,13). The Holy Ghoapplies Christ's blood and
righteousness to their souls, and keeps them aqgptige same by faith.

(3) He takes out the sting of death. “O death, wherthy sting?” It is on the subject of
Christ’s rising from the dead that the Apostle simayer death. The arm of the holy law
pierces the soul of every unbeliever with sin, mgvihim an everlasting lease of sin, the
poison of wrath, ever gnawing the soul. But therea sin for the law to fix on in them.

(4) They die in Christ. 1. They die in His bloocgd from guilt. “There is therefore now
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jedtiss’then the full efficacy of His blood
will be known, when their garments are made whteln His righteousness. When they
come thither, they will be clothed not in their ofithy rags, but in the wedding garment.
Neither Father, Son, Spirit, law, angel, nor saanlf refuse admission to one robed in
Christ’s righteousness, the livery of heaven. 3His loved and loving embraces. “Arise up,
my love, my fair one, and come away.” He loved theith the love of salvation when in
their sins, but oh, what sweet embraces of lovermiHes fair one will have no spots or
blemish, either imputed or inherent! 4. They sl blessed. “Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord.” They are blessed of the Fathéthe Son, and of the Spirit. All the angels
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and saints bless them. Then who can curse whomadélessed? Balaam could not, even
when they were on the earth.

VII. The last thing we mention, in His being an dasting covenant for them, is their
confirmation through Him in holiness and happinégssugh all eternity. “Father, | will that
they also whom thou hast given me be with me whara; that they may behold my glory,
which thou hast given me; for thou lovedst me keethie foundation of the world” (see John
17:21, and following verses). Here the union betwde Father and the Son, and the love
between them are compared to the union and loweeleet Christ and believers. He says, He
gives them His glory. What will He deny them theafar their good?

We observe — (1) They shall never sin any more, itAddam all die, so in Christ all
shall be made alive.” He is their covenant head, ot themselves. As they were one with
Adam, so now they are one with Christ. Christ stafod them. The enemy attacked Adam as
the head, but now he will be bound for ever and.eMeey shall carry no fragment of the old
sinful nature with them thither. Nothing that defit can enter there. Not only nothing
unclean, but no thing that defileth, no inclinatimnsin. They are conformed to Christ, like
Him in soul and body, “His servants shall serve Hiithey shall be capable of keeping the
whole law as Adam’s seed would have been, if hedst®he time of trial for him is over, and
their time will be over at death. There can no tenpnter heaven. He is cast into hell. They
have nothing to defile them with themselves, naahltly, not a wandering thought. They
cannot become rebels as the fallen angels did,usec&hey are partakers of the divine
nature.” This nature is begun in their souls hargl it never sinned. “It is no more | that do
it.” There shall be no sin dwelling in them to ercio sin. If it were not for the old nature,
they would not sin here, but there will be no oltune there. Nothing but a pure stream of
the water of life, and fruit every month. No fort&h fruit will be there, only the tree of life,
none of good and evil. Their drawing continuallylaternally new supplies from Him keeps
His nature in them, and them safe.

(2) They shall suffer no more in soul or body. “féshall be no more curse” (Revelation
12:3). “Nor death, sorrow, crying, pain” (Revelatio21:4). No more fear in the
understanding, guilt in the conscience, nothingruss the will, to cause the affections to
loathe, to annoy the memory, to harass the imagmathere will be no pain or sickness in
body. “The inhabitant shall not say, | am sick’ajih 33:24).

(3) They shall serve Him fully. They shall keepthk commandments. These are written
in their hearts, and there will be no law in thenmbers warring against them. Their bodies
shall never weary, and their souls shall neverltged.

(4) They shall enjoy Him in unutterable felicityEye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man thegthwhich God hath prepared for them who
love him.” His power shall then be glorious to thedis wisdom satisfying, His holiness
sweet, His justice full of comfort, His goodnedfirfg, and His truth most precious. All the
Divine attributes shall just be what they would kvis Christ. The place and the company
will be their delight. All this they shall enjoyf@ver.

Application: —

l. Is any afraid of death? Hasten to Him who haskéys of hell and of death. It is easy
to be hardened against fear while health and strelagt, but remember death made the
Mediator to be in agony, very sorrowful, and vegatly. Now He has made it light for His

people. All the gates of death are open till wekaoaright to Him. No gate but will be the gate
of hell, unless we are in Christ. Be sure you ardim by the new birth.

Il. Be ye ready also. Those He makes ready, He sntileamselves prepare. (1) Try to put
your house in order, and seek that it be kept d®ior(2) Finish your work whatever relative
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duty to God or men. Be diligent to be found in peg8) Seek to be in the exercise of faith.
Have your loins girded, and garment on. (4) Letryjamps be burning, examining evidences
and promises.

lll. Get free of love of sin, the sting of deathll #at hate Christ love death. A carnal

mind is death. Apply to Him to take away the cuesa] seek deliverance from “the house of
the wicked.”
[March 1898]
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