Sermon.

By Rev. D, MACFARLANE, Dingwall.

“Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israelllhelp thee, saith the Lord, and thy redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel. “Behold, | will make theenaw sharp threshing instrument having teeth:
thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat theml,samal shalt make the hills as chaff. “Thou shalt
fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, &edwhirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt
rejoice in the Lord, and shalt glory in the Holye&of Israel” — Isaiah 41:14-16.

This chapter begins by the Lord calling upon tHesiswhose inhabitants were Gentiles
and idolaters, to “keep silence” till He would skéa them by way of rebuking them for their
idolatry. When the Lord spoke to them they werendiged and afraid that their false gods
would fall at the voice of the Lord, and they ddigly set to work and helped one another, to
keep up idolatry in defiance of God; “the carpergacouraged the goldsmith, and he that
smootheth with the hammer him that smote the asailing it is ready for the soldering, and
he that fastened it with the nails that it shoubd I,e moved” (verse 6). Idolaters are afraid of
the Word of the living and true God, and the moeeggeaks to them, the more diligent they
are to strengthen and establish their superstifitien the Lord speaks to His own people,
who were better taught of the privileges which tdaferred upon them — “But thou Israel art
my servant, Jacob whom | have chosen, the seed@ham, my friend. Thou whom | have
taken from the ends of the earth, and called them the chief men thereof, and said unto
thee, Thou art my servant, | have chosen thee amdcast thee away” (verses 8-9). In
speaking from the words of our text, We shall retic

I. The name by which God calls His people here -w@m.”

II. The promise He gives them to encourage andahgtihen them against
their enemies and

[ll. The result of their victory — “They shall rege in the Lord, and glory
in the Holy One of Israel.”

I. The name, “worm.”

When the Lord speaks comfort to His people, He mathem according to their
condition. They were now weak and oppressed, ancaltethem “a worm.”

(1) A worm is a very weak creature; so are the lsomkople; they are weak in
themselves, and sometimes weaker than other padjgfeout Christ they can do nothing, as
He told them. They are sometimes weaker than ar dilmes, and are brought very low in
their own experience. In themselves they are hedpteeatures, but their God says, “In me is
thine help.”

(2) A worm is exposed to many dangers. A worm ciragvbn the road is in danger of
being crushed to death by the feet of men or asimatd by the wheels of all sorts of
vehicles. If you saw a worm live from year to y&athe midst of such dangers, you would
say it was a miracle it was still living, but Gagho is the protector of life, cares even for the
life of the worm. The Lord’s people are exposednany dangers from Satan and his host of
persecutors, and it is a wonder to themselveghlegthave not been crushed to death by these
enemies, but the Lord who undertook for them frdheternity, preserves them alive in the
world, till they are ripe for heaven.

(3) A worm is a loathsome creature. If you saw ettgrbird lying on the road, you
would take it up in your hand, but you would ndteaip a worm, because you consider it
loathsome. The Lord’s people are loathsome in tbein estimation, because sin dwells in
them. As a plague, it makes them hateful to themeselThey are loathsome also in the
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estimation of the world that hates them. They nda&e them up in their arms to show
kindness to them; they hate them, avoid their catppand would put them to death if they
could; but they are precious in the sight of Godl & the sight of one another.

(4) There are some worms that in winter can onyvtron the ground; but in summer
they get wings, and you may see them flying in aire So it is with the Lord’s people.
Sometimes they cleave to the dust, and cannoabisee the earth, but at other times, when by
the wings of faith and hope they rise in their tijois and affections above the things of time
and sense towards things above, where Christhsitiethe right-hand of God. We find this
experience in the Psalms. The Psalmist is sometmm@plaining that his soul cleaves to the
dust, at other times he is spiritually minded, ané would think that he was like Paul in the
third heavens, but this is not an ordinary worns the “Worm Jacob.” From Jacob descended
the twelve tribes of Israel, who were a type of tGhurch of God. There are some
generations in which the Lord’s people are fewemntin other generations, and then on
many accounts they may be called worms. Have yar ewnsidered yourself a worm,
helpless and surrounded by enemies who seek tt grus to death, and yet preserved
by Him who preserves man and beast, and have yanm beankful to the God of
providence for your preservation? This much at ené®n the first head.

Il. The promise.

The Lord prefaces the promise by a word of encoemsant. He says: — “Fear not,
thou worm Jacob.” This was a word in season, fa pRople on that occasion did fear.
“Fear thou not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men ofelstabecause you are few in
number. In times of persecution they are liablentany fears, and for fear of their
enemies they had to hide themselves in dens aneksaaivthe earth. Even Elijah, though
a giant in faith, fled to hide himself from Jezebeho threatened his life, but the Lord’s
almighty hands were about him to protect him froim énemy; and He came to him in
his hiding-place, and spoke a word of encouragemerhim, and told him that his
enemies would be destroyed, as we are told thegwaard Jezebel, who threatened his
life, had a miserable death. Satan is busy in ewgy, harassing the Lord’s people,
while he leaves alone those who are his own childig¢e lulls these asleep, and is
afraid that if he trouble them in the least thewlsbegin to cry to God for deliverance.
There were others in the land in which Job livedf Batan passed by these without
disturbing them; but he did not deal with Job imattimanner, and the reason was that
Job was a true worshipper of God. The child of Gad many fears, but God says —
“Fear not.” There is nothing that gives true comfir one in trouble like the Word of
the Lord. One may fear that God is not his God, Hatthat comforts says: “I am thy
God.” Are you afraid that He is not your covenardd3@ Many are not troubled about
this important matter, because they are dead,Hmutbrd’s people are not so. Some of
His people have many other troubles and trials,thatr hope that God is their God is
not interfered with. This is a great blessing, angports them to bear the trial, however
severe. Job was tried to the quick, yet he did saibt his interest in God as his
Redeemer, so that he was able to say “Though Hemstg yet will | trust in Him.” He
had troubles in connection with his body, but hesware of the salvation of his soul. If
you are sure of the salvation of your soul, why woe afraid of what will become of
your body? for Christ said: “Fear not them that ile body.” The answer to this is that
man is weak like a worm, and is liable to many dsuénd fears, some of which are
groundless, and are the result of distrust in Gedh& God of providence. Such fears
are permitted as a trial, like the trial the ApesRaul had when he got a thorn in the
flesh as a messenger of Satan to buffet him.

How is the Lord preparing the worm Jacob for thB? making it a new threshing
instrument having teeth. Threshing instruments hi@eth in order to thresh the corn.
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When the Lord helps His people He will make themnew instrument. A new
instrument can do better work than an old one. Henpses to supply them with teeth to
thresh the mountains. What are the teeth? The teetitioned here may be taken as the
Scriptures, or to use the Scriptural figure, thesiof the Spirit, by which they are to
fight with their enemies and overcome them. Chuisg¢d this sword in His combat with
Satan in the wilderness. He gave him heavy blowsséying: “It is written.” Satan
cannot stand the Word of God, its edge is too shlarghim. Some have found, when
much harassed by the Evil One when they were emjagspeaking from or writing of
the Word of the Lord, Satan had to keep behindwh#, so that they would like to be
always day and night engaged in that exercise. Whenworm was to be made thus a
new threshing instrument it was to do a great warthe hand of the Almighty God. “It
was to thresh the mountains and beat them smallpaake the hills as chaff.” What are
the mountains and the hills? Ungodly men in higkipons in the world. Pharaoh was a
great mountain, oppressing the Lord’s people in @igwho were as helpless in
themselves as worms. And what is a worm before itiasintain? But when God took
this worm in His own hand, it overcame and oventhifcharaoh and his host, so that
they were drowned in the Red Sea. Satan’s kingdoma great mountain, and is very
strong in our day, but it shall be threshed dowd &eat small by the Church in the
hand of God, the Church using the Sword of theiSmrdo this work. It is by the word
of the Gospel the kingdom of Satan shall be destloyt was by the preaching of the
Gospel that the kingdom of Satan in Europe was lmraall at the time of the
Reformation, and as this was so in the past, itl $leaso in the future. We are sure of
this, because the mouth of the Lord hath spoke@htist must increase, but all who are
opposed to Him shall decrease. This is an encourageto preach the Gospel. Every
individual to whom the Gospel is blessed diminishies kingdom of Satan. The hills
may be taken to mean ungodly men, who have lesspadw injure the Church than
kings, but both are to be beaten to dust by thewaeaicob in the hand of God. When the
mountains and hills are threshed, then the wornolashall fan them. And in the
process of fanning the wind shall carry them away.

Unbelief is a great mountain which often opprestes Lord’s people, though it
gives no trouble to those who deceive themselvesryetime the Lord gives the victory
to His people over it, that mountain is beat sm#ibugh it is not destroyed till the
death of the believer. Have you ever stood at tog 6f this great mountain, and were
you afraid that you could never get over it to thet that remains to the people of God?
It stands before you daily till your death, andyas cannot remove it, you try to climb
up to the top of it, “to see the King in His beawyd the land that is far off” (Isaiah
33:17). Sometimes you succeed in reaching the dof, see the object of your desire,
but at other times, before you can climb up halfswgou fall to the bottom again, and
you may expect these ups and downs during your iimtlee wilderness.

The carnal mind is another mountain. “It is enmatyainst God, it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be.” This moimtia so obstinate that the teeth of
the worm, sharp as they are, cannot take an atdrofaty so that it confronts you daily,
and the only way to escape its evil influence idéodelivered from its reigning power
as believers are; but it shall at last be overthr@amd left behind them. It shall perish
suddenly in a day. Doubts and fears are mountamashalls which oppress the Lord’s
people, and against which they have to fight in stete of imperfection, but they shall
get the victory at last from these oppressors, #mein they shall express their
thankfulness with the Apostle Paul, saying: “Thardes unto God who giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinth$al5:57).

lIl. Their exercise after their victory over thanemies.
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God, who addresses them in our text, foretells whair exercise shall be — “Thou
shalt rejoice in the Lord, and glory in the Holy ©af Israel.” They shall rejoice in the
Lord. He is the fountain of their rejoicing and tbhause of it. They could not rejoice
when they were oppressed; they were sorrowful andrnful, but every time they get
their victory over these enemies they are joyfuld ahey rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory, and they shall ascribe all thery to Him. They do this in the words
of the Psalmist: —

Now blessed be the Lord our God,
The God of Israel,

For He alone doth wondrous works,
In glory that excel.

And blessed be His glorious name
To all eternity;

The whole earth let His glory fill,
Amen, so let it be.

If this be their exercise after minor victories, athshall we say about their exercise
after their final victory? They shall then ascrip@ry to God more perfectly than they
could do in this world. Their joy shall be full imaven, and their ascription of glory to
God shall be perfect, and both shall continue withimterruption throughout eternity.
The worm Jacob shall be no more a worm, for Helstmaise up the poor out of the
dust, and lift the needy out of the dunghill. Thée¢ may set them with princes, even
with the princes of His people” (Psalm 113:7-8)tHfs be the happy end of the Lord’s
people, is it not more desirable to be a worm tteabe the potentates of the earth, who
mind earthly things, and whose end shall, witho@pentance, be everlasting
destruction? We are travelling on to eternity, amé are now on this Sabbath Day
nearer death than we were last Sabbath. Are we m@gared to meet death now than
we were then? Are we through grace overcoming tbentains and hills, or are these
powerful enemies overcoming us? This is a questiat concerns each and all of us;
and it concerns especially the unconverted, whaohefy die in that condition, must be
lost for ever. The great majority in this generatere wholly engrossed with the things
of the world, and neglect the things which perttantheir everlasting peace, but as
Christ said — “What shall a man be profitted thodghgain the whole world and lose
his soul?” Be awakened out of your indifferenced ajive no rest to yourself till you
find rest in Christ, who says — “Come unto me althat labour and are heavy laden,
and | will give you rest; take my yoke upon you dedrn of me, for | am meek and
lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest for your $aufor my yoke is easy and my burden
is light” (Matthew 11:28). We leave these thingsttwyou, and knowing from God’s
Word the terribleness of being lost, we beseech youhe name of Christ to be

reconciled to God. Amen.
[May 1924]

Sermon.

By REv. D. MACFARLANE, Dingwall.

“Because | live ye shall live also” — John 14:19.
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Christ spoke the words we have in this chaptertshbefore He suffered death. He tells
that the world shall not see Him any more, but thl$ disciples would see Him.
Accordingly, it is remarkable that none saw HimeafiHis resurrection and during the forty
days He remained on earth before His ascensiore&wvéh, except His own disciples — They
saw Him by their bodily eyes after His resurrectibot they saw Him by the eye of faith
after he had ascended to Heaven. He told thentitbgtwould live also in a manner in which
the world could not live, and that because He livagpeaking from the words of the text we
shall notice: —

I. The life of Christ — He lives.

II. The benefit that flows to Christ's people innsequence of His life —
They shall live also.

l. The life of Christ, —“I live.”

Christ died to secure life to His people. He rogaimto life, and He lives for evermore.
Death has no more dominion over Him. He died aenudeath; He lives a glorious life with
the Father. Christ lives from everlasting to evariey

(1) as God, therefore He says — “I live.”

(2) Though He died as to the natural life of Hisrtaun nature, yet He took that life to
Himself again at His resurrection, and He livesli|mno more.

(3) He lives as the Head of His Church, as thersgcadam. Christ does not say —
“Because | shall live,” but “because | live.”

He, the great | am — Jehovah — from everlastirgylasting — without beginning or end

— was living when He was hanging on the cross, wHerwas lying dead in the grave. He
was then the living Shepherd of Israel, watchingrdis flock, leading and feeding them. As
the eternal God He never sleeps nor slumbers, Mer mied. When Christ as the eternal and
everlasting God combated with eternal death — thges of sin — He swallowed it up in
victory. Though He laid down His life as to His hamnature, He was living when He did so,
and because He was living He had power to takelifeatgain. He rose from the dead, and
He lives for ever more. He now lives in His glcedi state, as the Head of His Church — a
Head of power and life, having all power in heaas earth, and all fulness of life for His
Church.

Il. The benefit that flows to His people becausdikies, — they shall live also.

There is a union between them and Christ that miélsege that they shall live. There
is a federal union, and there is a vital unionviimue of the former union, they shall live
because He, their federal Head, shall not, likefiise Adam, die. Their life depends on His
living, and in virtue of the latter union they shibe — ever drawing supplies out of His
fulness of life to maintain the eternal life He hagparted unto them. He is their covenant
Head, and they are His covenant people by a \efation. He is the vine and they are the
branches — united to Him by the Spirit on the omaachand by faith on the other. Christ’s
disciples are often tempted to think that all tHedpe is gone when they find that there is
nothing in them (as to their experience), but defattyetting that their life depends on Him —
forgetting that He lives. The following anecdoteyniee useful to illustrate this: — There was
a godly old man who had a little granddaughtenivith him. He would be often speaking
to the child about God — His love to sinners, Hisroy, His goodness — and the little girl
thought that there was none her grandfather lowedmsich as the God he so much
recommended to her. On one occasion the old Cdmigéll into a very low state of mind
through unbelief. He was in misery, and spoke mgtho the child for days. He was pacing
up and down in his room, wringing his hands in ggorhe child was observing him, and
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pitying him, and as she thought that nothing wolddve him so sad, but to hear that
something happened to God, whom he so much lovedasked her grandfather, “Did God
die when you are in that sad state?” The questidmnsolittle grandchild was the means of

relief to the good man. He remembered that his @ed living, and he was comforted:

“Because | live ye shall live also.” Christian, dot conclude that you shall die so long as
Christ lives, and remember He lives for ever mared His cause in the world shall not die
either, because He lives.

(1) The life of grace in them is everlasting. Itllwiever die, however low it may
come as to their experience, because Christ, timeasdrom which that life proceeds, lives to
give them additional supplies according to thegdgeduring their time in the world.

(2) Though they must die the natural death, theyl &ie raised to life again to die no
more, like their Head. Although all the human radk be in being after the resurrection, the
wicked as well as the righteous, the latter sl & life of holiness and happiness, because
Christ, the second Adam, lives in human natureefeer. Death hath no dominion over
Him. All their life depends upon the covenant head.

(3) They shall live a life of glory in heaven fovegmore. All this results from
the fact that Christ lives. The state of the hurmane when God created man was
mutable — all depended on the human side, in tts¢ fhan, who was the representative
head of all his ordinary posterity. If he stoodeyhwould stand, but if he fell, they
would fall. Adam sinned and fell, and died. But Ghr the second Adam, having
secured eternal life for His people, shall nevefdi that life, and as their continuance
of that blessing depends on their representativedHthey shall never loose it. Because
He lives, they shall live also. A great elementhe state of glory is its everlastingness.
The redeemed shall never fall from that state;Gbrist shall never fall from it. They
are wholly indebted to Christ for bringing themthat state, and for keeping them in it.

This is a most comforting doctrine. Christ preaciitetd His disciples in the time of
need. He told them He was leaving thasto His bodily presence, and they were filled
with sorrow. They felt themselves like orphans,tdete of a father to care for them,
exposed to the malice of the world, they saw naghbefore them but death. But He
comforts them, and tells them that there was nd graund for their fear and
misgivings: “Ye shall not die; because | live yeaBlHive also.” How much comfort we
might have if we looked to Christ more than we ldokourselves and to other men, and
remember His gracious words. Through unbelief werofconsider our own weakness
and the dangers to which we are exposed in a woflgin and trouble; we feel
disheartened, and ready to perish. How seasonabkuc¢h circumstances are all the
inspiring words of the Saviour — “Because | livee ghall live also.” But of ourselves
we cannot remember His words so as to derive canfifom them. We need to pray —
“Remember the word of thy servant, upon which th@ast caused him to hope.” The
Lord, however, considers our weakness, and comess,t@and speaks a word in season
to our troubled souls.

In the midst of all troubles that meet the Lordsople in the wilderness there is
enough in Christ to comfort and support them, emouyg His fulness, enough in His
promise, and it is their duty to look to Him, tckéahold of His promises, and to trust
Him. Christ in the text set an example before niems of the Gospel how they should
feed His flock. They should not leave them on tlaeebhill, but lead them to the green
pastures of the Gospel; they should open the gHtdse parks of His rich promises, and
allow the poor creatures to take their fill thefiehe ministers themselves would get
enough for their own hungry souls, too. In the migfsall the changes that take place in
the world, and in the experience of the flock, thex no change in Christ. He lives, and,
therefore, His people, individually and collectiyelare safe. They shall not die, but
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live, and it is their duty to declare the works®bd. They are reconciled through His
death, they are saved by His life, they shall imeand with Christ for ever. They have
their natural life from Christ, and they shall live the world till the time appointed
come, notwithstanding the devices of Satan andchifdren to get them out of the
world. At the resurrection their natural life shal restored to them, and they shall live
that life for ever. They shall glorify God with tinebodies and spirits, which are now
His by redemption as well as by creation. They lavBfe of grace on earth, they live a
life of glory in heaven.

The text is a window of heaven, which Christ opebefore He left the world, that
His poor people might see Him in His exalted statetheir living Saviour, and also see
their own safety in Him. It was originally spokea the few disciples He had in His
state of humiliation, but it is written for the céont of all His people to the end of time.
His Word is the channel through which He yet spealsd when He gives comfort
through the written Word to His people in the timeneed it seems to them as if He
spake with the freshness and life that accompaHhisdwWord when He spoke on earth.
Christ, the Speaker, seems to be present. We cdrentdo thankful for the Scriptures.
They are, so to speak, the telephone through w@ldlist speaks to His people on earth.
When He speaks through this telephone to them wyeleon earth He seems to be
present with them. There was a man in the telepls@neice in London, who, when on
holiday at a place far away from London, was tetad to by his next-door neighbour,
asking information about some particular businésshe reply the voice was so audible
that the inquirer thought the speaker had retutodus office, and asked him when had
he come back. The man answered — “I have not coac& bt all. | am still away on
holiday.” As already stated, when Christ speaksHis people on earth through the
medium of His Word, they think that He is still withem on earth.

In conclusion, what unspeakable privileges the [opmkople have. Among these is
the life eternal spoken of in our text. This lifieey have in Christ and the union with
Him. Their natural life shall be taken from themut this life none can take away; it is
insured and secured, it is hid in Christ with Gbldw miserable must be the case of all
who die without Christ. They lose their life, whichthe most precious thing man has in
this life. Sinner! are you in this sad conditionRidk of it before it is too late. Cry to
Him who saved His people from sin and eternal deldthis the hearer and answerer of
prayer. He may hear your prayer, and say to yooreeyou leave this world — “Because

| live you shall live also.” So may it be. Amen.
[June 1924]

Notes of a Sermon.
By the Rev. D. MACFARLANE, Dingwall.

“But they constrained Him, saying, Abide with uer it is toward evening, and the day
is far spent. And He went in to tarry with them'Luke 24:29.

The two disciples on their way to Emmaus, which wixsy furlongs, or about seven
and a-half miles from Jerusalem, met with Jesusy wbnversed with them about the
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important matters which occupied their minds, ahdytdesired to have more of His
company, when they came to the end of their jourthey day. “And when they drew
nigh unto the village whither thewent, He made as though He would have gone
further. But they constrained Him, saying, “Abidé&hvus, for it is toward evening, and
the day is far spent. And He went in to tarry wittem.” From these words we may
notice —

I. That those who have derived benefit from Chsig€aching, and enjoyed
His sweet fellowship, desire more of this.

Il. That they use words and arguments to obtainpttnvlege; and

[1l. Christ’s willingness and readiness to grangritheir desire.

I. The two disciples spoken of here, one of whomswzleopas, derived much
benefit from the company of Christ: He made theatis burn within them with joy. He
did this by expounding the Scriptures to them, $lceiptures concerning Himself. Christ
is the sum and substance of the Scriptures; tha&tyfyeof Him. The books of Moses, the
prophets, and the Psalms testify of Him, and Henepgeup to them the Scriptures. The
Word of God properly expounded is the means inhtéued of the Spirit to convince and
to convert sinners, and to edify, sanctify, and tanbelievers. In preaching, the work
of ministers is to expound the Scriptures and tplyaghem, so far as teaching is
concerned, to the various conditions and casebaif tiearers. Christ, in His discourse
here as well as elsewhere, has set an exampleebe$sorwhich we ought to follow.

Il. Means are to be used to keep up fellowship v@tirist when He condescends to
visit us. One of these means is prayer — “Abidehwis.” Christ’s fellowship is so sweet
and beneficial that it awakens the spirit of prayeHis people to constrain Him to abide
with them. Although He is willing to be with therand has promised to be with them, yet
He will be enquired of by prayer to vouchsafe thenefit to them. If you would have
Christ to abide with you, pray without ceasing. @kgent in the use of the other means
of grace, but be often at the throne of grace, @matish the spirit of prayer, and exercise
it, even when you are not on your knees in theuat# of prayer.

The argument the disciples used was — “It is towagdening, and the day is far
spent.” By this they seemed to have respect toctmefort of the wonderful friend that
had met them; but there is no doubt that their @amfort and happiness were also kept
in view. Little was the comfort their entertainmeaftChrist would afford Him compared
with the entertainment He would give them by Higgance and conversation. Though
they did not yet know of a certainty — though timegy have had some idea of it — that He
was the One they mourned after, yet the effectisfdiscourse on the subject, on which
their mind was set and exercised, endeared Hinrhgmtso much that they desired more
of His company. “It is toward evening and the dayar spent” is an argument well fitted
for us to employ at this season of the year, ammdishremind us of the end of our life in
this world. We have, therefore, more need to camstChrist to abide with us.

lIl. Christ’s willingness and readiness to hear prayer of His people, and to grant
them the blessing they want — “And He went in toytavith them.” It is now He makes
Himself known to them as He who was dead, andiieagain, to die no more. They
entertain Him to food. The three of them sat at tm€arist, no doubt, at the head of the
table. He blessed the food and brake it, and gavibém, “and their eyes were opened
and they knew Him, and He vanished out of theihsigThis food was not a sacrament,
but a common meal, so if we have Christ with u®@at common food, it will make us
truly happy, and enable us to eat and drink togtosy.

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 29 p. 8



We are not quite sure that Christ actually ate @inthis food, though it is evident that
“He ate food afterwards with His disciples” (ve42), and we are not sure that the two
disciples ate either, for we read that they rogestéime hour, and that Christ vanished out
of their sight, and returned to Jerusalem. Theyewssy overjoyed that they might have
forgotten that food was before them on the tableeyltalked to each other of how their
hearts burned with love and joy, while Christ talkeith them by the way, and while He
opened the Scriptures to them. The spiritual félasy got for their souls would have a
great effect on their bodies, so that, though tiveye living without food in search of
Christ before returning home from Jerusalem, theyld make the journey back to that
city again without food for their bodies, while theouls were so richly supplied with the
true bread that came down from heaven. “Man sh&llime by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

It may be remarked that this gracious manifestatib@hrist to the two disciples was
preceded by a darkness, which seemed to deprive tiiall hope — “But we trusted that
it had been He which should have redeemed Isr&¢hén the natural night has reached
the point of time when it is darkest, then the tighday is not far off. So it is spiritually.
When the believer comes to the darkest pitch ofhtpighen Christ, the Son of
Righteousness, will appear to him to dispel hiskdass, and to give him comfort that
will surprise him, and make him truly happy — maks heart burn within him with joy
unspeakable and full of glory! He shall then kndwattit is Jesus, his own Saviour. The
manifestation is so sweet and precious that heatdout pray, “Abide with me.”

Another thing worthy of note is that when Christ kea Himself known to the
believer, he is enabled to recall to his mind pasperiences of the Lord’s loving-
kindness to him. He remembers the days of old ‘@t our hearts burn within us when
He talked with us by the way?” It is to be obsenadsb that the two disciples made no
delay in going to give the news of Jesus to othespecially to His disciples. Those to
whom Jesus makes Himself known cannot but procldis praise to their fellowmen.
The love of Christ constraineth them. It is to beticed, moreover, that though the
Saviour vanished out of their sight, as to His hogiresence, He left so much of His
spiritual presence with them that they had HisofgBhip still with them, giving them at
this early stage of their experience to learn ve Iby faith and not by sight, and also to
show them that He can and will manifest HimselHis people on earth when He is, as to
His bodily presence, in heaven. We may enjoy Hiswewnion now. He is nigh by His
spirit in His Word and ordinances, though He isspaially in heaven.

When Christ comes to a poor soul that is truly segland needing Him, He makes
up all his needs and wants, raises his mind frointhathgs that are not worthy of his
attention, and sets it upon Himself as the alllin@hrist heals all his diseases, dispels
his darkness, removes his unbelief, solves his Iprites, rescues him from the
entanglements of his temptations, and gives hime tioerty of soul, yea, and of body
also. If he is old, he feels himself young; if lseweak he feels himself strong; if he is in
poor circumstances he considers himself as possesdl things — “All things are
yours.” Christ meets all his needs. Without Himdaa do nothing; having Him he can
do all things. This is really the case with thei&eér to whom Christ reveals Himself,
and whom He favours with His sweet fellowship. Arntiough these sweet
manifestations of Christ to His poor people are frefjuent and long continued, yet
they are means of making them go from strengthttength, till they appear at last in
the heavenly Zion, to be for ever with the Lord.eYhare stepping-stones on the way,
and Ebenezers they set up in the wilderness wighinlscription — “Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us.” They are an earnest of the inhedé in the state of their minority,
and pledges to assure them that when they shak fiaished their pilgrimage in the
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wilderness of this world, they shall be put in pssson of the glorious inheritance

prepared for them in heaven.
[August 1924]

Notes of a Sermon.

By theLATE REV. DUNCAN CAMPBELL, Kiltearn.

[This sermon was preached at Rosskeen at the aldke Communion Sabbath (20th June 1858). It whd§ not a
few to be singularly powerful and solemn. An agddi§lian remarked that with the exception of a sermpreached
by Mr Campbell at Tarbat, during the revival tinteyas the most solemn he had heard from him. Téxe Bohn H.
Fraser, Rosskeen, says: — “| can yet recall theaapce of the vast crowd, as in his closing apgeabecame most
pathetic, and the echo from the gable of our cheesimed to second him” (Campbell of Kiltearn, ph.68).]

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of tighusness, which the Lord, the righteous judgd| sha
give me at that day: and not to me only, but ulittham also that love his appearing” — 2 Timoth8.4

After reviewing the period of his life which hadgsad since Christ met him, the Apostle
alludes to the comfortable frame of mind which hent enjoyed. As if he had said, | have
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wrestled and pressed toward the prize of the hadling of God in Christ Jesus; and in all my
difficulties, trials, and temptations, | have byage been able to keep the faith. In the text we
have the glorious prospect which the Apostle hddrbenim — “Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness.” | am now readydamffered up — the time of my departure
is nigh. My fightings and my wrestlings with enemiigom within and without will soon be
at an end; | am ready to enter the eternal wankd, the joy of my Lord. Let us now consider
the following points: —

|. The crown here spoken of;

Il. The Person by whom this crown will be bestowed;
Il. The time when it shall be given;

IV. The character of those who shall receive it.

|. The crown here spoken of, which the Christiamrisahas in view, and shall attain.

This is a crownof righteousness. You know that a crown is thelsyinof power and
dignity, and those who wear earthly crowns areedhi® the very summit of earthly power
and glory — to the place where all earthly hap@resd power are supposed to centre. What
an idea this gives of the heavenly mansions, wheeey saint wears an immortal, unfading,
everlasting crown. The crown here mentioned sigsifihe whole happiness of heaven, a
crown purchased by the blood of Christ; attainedthmy Christian warrior in the way of
holiness. This crown signifies perfect and eteowadformity to the law of God. The gems of
it are perfect holiness.

Il. The Person by whom the crown shall be bestowed.

Who shall give it? — “The Lord, the Judge.” Thiksitrious person is the Lord Jesus
Christ. He is the righteous Judge, and is weleditfor this great and important work. He
knoweth all the actions of men, and sees the nmtik@n which they all proceed. He can
distinguish the least spark of grace from the &imofession of the hypocrite. He shall be
righteous in dooming the wicked to eternal misexyd in awarding to the righteous life
eternal.

lll. The time when it shall be given.

“On that day,” that is, the day of His appearingpen in a particular sense He will place
the crown of eternal glory on the head of all HiBdwers. That, however, does not mean that
they shall remain in a state of inactivity from tth@y of death till that of the judgment; nor
that there is an intermediate state between deathualgment, to prepare for heaven. No! for
no sooner is the soul of the believer released f@body, than he is with God. Jesus said to
the thief on the cross, “This day shalt thou behwite in paradise.” “On that day” — a day
pregnant with happiness and misery; terror and Jéne last day when Christ shall raise the
bodies of His saints, and fashion them like His ogVarious body. That day when the
elements shall melt with fervent heat. That day mi@hrist shall separate between the
righteous and the wicked. On which hand will youiléhat day? What will be the words
that will be addressed to you?

IV. The character of those who shall receive tihosva.

“They who love His appearing.” Paul loved and lahger the second coming of
Christ. He knew that though his head might be éiitamd his body burnt, and his ashes cast
to the four winds of heaven, nothing could sepahate from his Saviour and crown. But
Paul is not the only one who shall receive thisaro‘but also all who love His appearing.”
Believers, all of them, love and long for the appegnof Jesus. For, on that day, all their
enemies will be subdued; Satan shall no longer teamul secret sins shall no longer harass
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them. Death as a handkerchief shall wipe awayealistfrom their eyes. Sorrow and sighing
shall flee away, and they will be for ever with tard.

In conclusion:

(1) See here the blessed and happy end of beligdetise latter end they shall attain to
perfect deliverance from sin, and perfect knowledftheir God and Saviour.

(2) There is a reality in religion. It is no faney no imaginary dream — but a
spiritual, substantial reality. It supports and dorts the Christian under the trials and
bereavements of this world. At the moment of digfoh it sweetly calms the mind,
and supports the soul. At that dread hour, whickchiedd of Adam can avoid, when all
earthly things fly away, and eternity opens to viewall its solemnity, it assuages his
fears and raises his hopes, leading him througkaids waters, till it conducts him
safely to Immanuel’s land. Friend, what think yolutbis? What have you been doing
since you had a being? Adding actual transgressionariginal sin? What have you
been doing here to-day? You are journeying to étgrgou know not when you may be
called to enter it. Oh! have you entered on theisgian course? Take these things to
heart. Where shall this great multitude before mow e in thirty years? The greater
number in heaven or hell. What a thought! Rosseshaarers — after all your privileges,
will the greater number remain despisers of thecipres Saviour, and rejecters of the
great salvation? Better that you had never hadiagb#an that from listening to the
voice of mercy, you harden your hearts, and delasiog to Christ. All things are

ready. Yet there is room. Hear, and your soul slnsl
[September 1924]

Sermon.

By the lateRev. ALEXANDER MACLEOD, Rogart
(formerly Uig, Lewis.)

“For God so loved the world that He gave His onggbtten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life” — J@ht6.

In these blessed words of our Lord we have the suinmhe whole volume of
inspiration, a most wonderful display of divine &9va most glorious intelligence and glad
tidings of joy to all people. Nicodemus, a Pharisee ruler of the Jews, struck with the
indications of supernatural powers and authorityclwhwere manifested in our Saviour’s
miracles, acknowledged his conviction of His diviméssion, and immediately came to
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Him to receive instruction, and there are two tlsirmgn which our Lord chiefly insists, in
this discourse on this interesting occasion. Hestfiteaches him the necessity of
regeneration, next the medium through which satwatvas to be accomplished, and the
indispensable necessity of believing in Him in aorde eternal life, and as He was
discoursing with a master in Israel, He illustratieis great subject by a fact recorded in
their law, and which prefigured the Redeemer’s lesiz., that as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so the Son of Mastrhe lifted up on the cross, that
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish butehaverlasting life, and that He
might divest Him of that self-righteousness so piecuto the Jewish people and so
congenial to the human mind, and on which he sohnfaanded his salvation. Our Lord
further shows him that in the economy of grace gvibing of this kind is superseded for
that, as the mission of the Eternal Son of God thts world had for its object to bestow
eternal life upon those who were ready to perish.tl®e only way of enjoying the
blessing was by faith in the testimony that God gagn of His Son. As this faith is not
of ourselves but the free gift of God, so the bestent of it on men of every character
and description corresponds with the grace whigbeaped in the Father's sending His
only begotten Son into the world that whosoeveridvelth should not perish but have
everlasting life.
In discoursing from these words, | propose to coarsi

I. The properties of God’s love to a guilty andtlasorld;

Il. The evidence He gave of His love, He gave Hik/degotten Son;

lll. The end or design of this unspeakable gift lokve, viz., that
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish butehaverlasting life;
and lastly,

IV. To conclude with a short application.

I. The love of God is the brightest beam of diwnithat ever illuminated the creation.
There is an unfathomable depth in it which evenpgbeetration of angels cannot reach,
an ineffable excellence which even celestial elogeecannot fully express.

(1) It is pure, unmixed love in its nature, objeahd operation. It comprehends the
various forms of divine beneficencegeodness, that extends its bounties to innumerable
ranks of creatures, and diffuses happiness thrahghvarious regions of the universe —
grace, which so richly showers its blessings upon thdeaserving without past merit or
further compensatiorMercy, that commiserates and relieves the miserable;peade,
and long-suffering which so long tolerates insolent and provokingeotfers. All this
divine beneficence in its different forms towardslifferent objects shows the greatness
of divine love under various names. It is gracioorciful, patient, and long-suffering
love — love variegated, overflowing, and unboundsdnot divine love, displayed in the
creation of this world, so well accommodated andisbly furnished for the sustenance
and comfort of its inhabitants, and in renderingnthcapable of receiving streams of
happiness from the immense fountain of divine g@sdf It is by the love of God that
this universe is preserved in order and harmonynfrage to age, and its numerous
inhabitants supplied with every good thing. Buttinot most conspicuously displayed as
an unspeakably great, rich, free, and unmerite@ liovthe gift of His Son to a guilty
world? Almighty love, which brought the Lord of Glofrom the celestial throne to die
upon a cross, an atoning sacrifice for the singhef world, in order to fit us for the
incorruptible inheritance, and then to perpetuate loliss through an eternal duration.
Behold, then, what manner of love the Father ha$tdwed upon us that we should be
called the sons of God, a subject so very grandsanelevating that our limited capacities
are quite inadequate to comprehend it. Who carehyching find it out? Who can trace it
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to perfection? It is as high as heaven. What carde/2 Deeper than hell. What can we
know? Surely the measure thereof is longer thanetréh and broader than the sea. But
while this eternal love of God is an unfathomableean, we adore the God of our
salvation, who sheds it abroad in the hearts of péisple by the Holy Spirit, that they
with all saints may be able to comprehend in soegree what is the breadth and length
and depth and height, and to know the love of Ghmgich passeth knowledge. For
though creation be replete with evident traceshef goodness and love of God, yet it is
the work of redemption that gives the most exaliesplay of this most animating and
delightful truth. Accordingly, when the Lord prore to make a New Covenant with the
house of Israel, He intimated that He would thereamry the demonstration of it far
beyond whatever could be conceived of it eithecrgation or providence. | will make an
everlasting covenant with them (says He) that | nalt turn away from them, to do them
good. Yea, | will rejoice over them to do them gpaad will bring upon them all the
good that | have promised them, and my people $fmflatisfied with my goodness, saith
the Lord. And He gives us this as the amount ofwhele — “They shall be my people,
and | will be their God.” The highest possible degpof His love was manifested when
He gave His Son to die to procure our redemptiba,jtist for the unjust, that He might
bring us unto God. For in this He at once commendisdiove to us as unspeakable, that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for the wtlgpin order to redeem them from sin,
death, and hell. To teach them the revelations f Will and the declaration of His
promises, in His determination to sanctify and torify them, in supporting them
through life, blessing them in death, and bringthgm to glory. When we, therefore,
consider the unspeakable highness and holinessrofi@avenly Father, and the lowness
and wretchedness of those on whom he conferred utispeakable gift, we are
constrained to exclaim with the inspired writerGdd is Love.”

(2) It is an everlasting love. “The Lord,” says thephet Jeremiah, “appeared of
old unto me, saying, Yea, | loved thee with an &sting love, and therefore with loving
kindness have | drawn thee.” “Blessed be the Gatl Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
exclaimed the illustrious apostle, “who hath blesses with all spiritual blessings in
Christ Jesus according as He has chosen us in ldford the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before kntove.” O the matchless love of
our God to a whole world full of ignorance, cartgliand enmity against His holy
perfections, in a state of actual rebellion agatist, and without the least desire ever to
know, serve, or enjoy Him. Yet, hear, O! heavems] be astonished O! earth, God loved
this world of perishing sinners. But how much nadae can tell, for eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into theth®fanan what things the Lord prepared
for them that love Him. It is so unspeakable andislike anything in human affairs that
our text makes no comparison in order to describdt ihas no parallel or similitude
among men, and, therefore, it is only said — Godosed the world that He gave us His
Son. In most cases human love is expressed by woods than by deeds, but the love of
God is such that it cannot be fully expressed bydsolt is a divine contrivance which
we, while in this tabernacle, cannot fully compnetie

(3) It is an immutable love, as in Malachi 3:6 —ofH am the Lord, | change not,
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” Herest in His love towards His
people, for His love is engaged for their everiagtsecurity. Having made them the
objects of His free love, a primary fruit of Hiseetal favour, this love must abate, and
His purposes must be rendered void before theyediréo themselves. But if the Lord of
hosts has purposed, who shall disannul it? If Hieds be stretched out to execute His
designs, who shall turn them back, before He hasoraplished the end He has
determined. As He thought, so shall it come to pAsHe purposed, so shall it stand. He
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has set His delight on the sons of men, and, tbezefHe rests. He takes the highest
complacency in the exercise of His love towardsHill favourite objects. He rejoices
over them with singing, and takes a divine pleasnr@oing them good. So firmly did the
illustrious Apostle believe this salutary truth thae exalted in the contemplation of
God’s immutable love, expressing himself in theldaing forcible and pathetic
language: — “For | am persuaded that neither demthlife, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to coneg, height, nor depth, nor any other
creature shall be able to separate us from the ¢dv@od which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”

(4) It is a free love, as nothing out of God Hinisedn be the cause of it, for then
there would be a cause prior to Him. The miseryhef creature is not the cause of it, for
He is not wrought upon as creatures are, nor aartérits of the creature the cause. Not
by works of righteousness which we have done, bab®aling to His mercy, He saved us
by the washing of regeneration and renewing ofHbe/ Ghost. It is, therefore, free, as it
arises from His sovereign will and pleasure throtigh merits of our Redeemer. Let us
then consider the freeness of this love, and rejaicthe exercise of faith and lively hope
that the most glorious day shall soon arrive whem bappy anticipations of His
immediate presence shall be unspeakably realisedwaen we shall see Him as He is.

II. The evidence of God’s love to sinners — He gaseHis only begotten Son.

(1) Then, we have the clearest evidence of thig liovthe Incarnation of our Lord.
Here the unspeakable gift of God, manifested in tlesh, is most conspicuously
displayed to a fallen race. Now, the original preenimade to our first parents is fully
realised. The God and Saviour of Abraham, Isaad,Jatob, to the great astonishment of
men and angels, condescended to appear in theeBkeaf sinful flesh, and now the
divine predictions are amply fulfilled — “For untess a child is born, unto us a son is
given, and the government shall be upon His shos/dand His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the eveitagtFather, the Prince of Peace.”
How clearly did He manifest His love to us in thentliation and sufferings of our
Lord, in the poverty of His birth, the reproachkdiE character, the pains of His body, the
power of His enemies, the desertion of His frienthig weight of His people’s sins, the
slow, ignominious, and painful nature of His deahd the hiding of His Father’s face,
for He hath made Him sin for us who knew no sinattive might be made the
righteousness of God in Him. “And the Lord hathdlaipon Him the iniquity of us all.”
Yet some have impiously asserted that the sufferimigChrist were only in appearance
and not in reality. But if hunger and thirst, ifvikngs and contempt, if condemnation and
crucifixion be sufferings, our Lord suffered; ifeétsinless infirmities of our nature, if the
weight of our sins, if the malice of men, if the chanations of Satan, if the hand of God
could make Him suffer, our Saviour suffered. If drenals of time, if the writings of His
Apostles, if the death of His martyrs, if the cadg®mn of Gentiles, if the scoffs of the
Jews be testimonies, our Lord suffered. He, theegfthat spared not His only begotten
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall A& with Him, also, freely give us all
things. This great doctrine, therefore, of the msmn of sins through the expiatory
sacrifice of our Lord is that in which we can bahthe great and mysterious love of God,
and is the doctrine which stands as it were inubgy face of the divine oracles, and
claims our pre-eminent regard. It is this which megses the Christian dispensation with
so gracious and merciful a character, and justiyegiit the designation of glad tidings.
Though every part of our Lord’s obedience was meous and tended to magnify the
law, yet His death upon the cross was its perfacdnd consummation; then it was that
He exclaimed, “It is finished.” In that tremenddusur He satisfied the penal demands of
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Justice, He silenced the thunders of Mount SinaicHnquered death, He triumphed over
principalities and the powers of darkness, and egdetihe gates of everlasting life to
sinners. Dark and cloudy as that day appeareda@ye of sense, it was the brightest day
that ever shone upon a guilty world, for on thay dalight above the brightness of the
firmament shone through the whole Jewish economype$ met with their antitype,
shadows were turned into substance, victims nodob{ed upon the smoking altars. The
veil of the temple was rent in twain, and a neweordf things rose before us. Whilst
infidelity triumphed and insulted our dying Lordaysng, He saved others, Himself He
cannot save, it spoke indeed the truth. He wasaneld and bound, but it was by a love
to us and our salvation. Thus we read He was dubwifof the land of the living, for the
transgression oy people was He stricken, for it pleased God taghé&r to bruise Him
and put Him to grief, and in this He commended ldig&2 most conspicuously toward us
that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.

lIl. The end or design of this gift of love was tivehosoever believeth on Him should
not perish but have everlasting life. This was Goglfeat object in giving His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. He has not sent Himto the world to condemn the world, as
sinners might have expected, but that the worldhinlze saved by Him. In this blessed
design of man’s redemption we behold the threengiypersons moved by sovereign and
free love, heartily joining in the most wonderfuheme of our everlasting salvation. The
blessed Father to exert the grace, the Son to advédre merit, the Holy Ghost to apply
the purchased benefits, the Father to adopt usli®rchildren, the Son to redeem us for
His mystical members, and the Holy Ghost to sapa@riid renew our hearts. The design
of this unspeakable gift is no less manifestedhi@ tesurrection of our Lord, when He
secured the union of His people as His quickened mystical members and their
resurrection to everlasting life. It is no less gpicuous in His ascension when He took
possession of heaven in their name, prepares tbethd heavenly mansions, pours down
His Spirit upon them for that end, weans their eiffen from transitory objects, and
attracts them to things above where He is, makmginual intercession on their behalf,
and securing their exaltation in due time. It waghe consideration of this grand truth
that the Apostle Paul spoke of the great Mystergotiliness — “God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels,gueed unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, and received up into glory.” All which wasténded to adopt us into His family to
sanctify our nature and receive us into glory, aeén we consider the despicable objects
on whom this unmerited favour was conferred, wedmeoutly struck with unspeakable
and holy veneration of the Divine Author, from whaththis has originated freely. When
men adopt, it is on account of some excellencyhi@ persons adopted, as Pharaoh’s
daughter adopted Moses, because he was exceedingrid Mordecai adopted Esther
because she was his uncle’s daughter and exceéaiingBut man has nothing in him
which merits this divine act, as in Ezekiel 16:5Nene eye pitied thee to do any of these
things unto thee, to have compassion on thee,Hmut tvast cast out in the open field to
the loathing of thy person in the day that thou @ n.” It was in this state our Maker
found us, when He said “Live,” and when He pours Hioly Spirit on His people they
receive Christ by faith as freely offered in thegpel to this end. His divine grace is
imparted to them in order to excite their gratitwdel direct their attention to the glory of
Him who called them from darkness to His marvelltight to accomplish the great end
of their salvation. They are divinely conductedrtim the Christian race with faith, hope,
and love; they proceed in their journey towards beavenly Jerusalem, faith is the
foundation and measure of hope. The latter is d@hé& anticipation of those blessings
which the former realises and presents to the mihdaith be strong, hope is full of
immortality and glory. Her heavenly prospects vaiith the divine principle from which
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she proceeds. She is associated also with thatlityimvhich waits with patience for the
full accomplishment of the promises. Hence, as mehar within the veil, she keeps the
soul sure and steadfast amidst all the fluctuatidgs and tempests of this lower world.
But, these graces, however important, beneficiad, permanent in their effects, are only
instrumental to that grace of love with which wellever be filled in everlasting praises
of Him who loved us. All other graces are but meamthis blessed end. When we enter
into a state of grace the full fruition of God, eveternal life, is ultimately intended. The
end of God’s unspeakable gift and all the graceBlisfSpirit through Him are to land us
at last in the unfading and incorruptible inherttan Love should adorn our Christian
profession while here below — “The end of the comdmaent is charity out of a pure
heart and of a good conscience, and faith unfeign®dow abideth, faith, hope, and
charity, these three; but the greatest of theseharity.” It is of a superior and
transcendent nature, and without it all other gédte but as sounding brass and tinkling
cymbals. While faith is that primary grace whichpeghends and appropriates the
salvation of Christ, and while hope ardently lod&s the perfect and ultimate fruition of
this salvation, divine love is that holy affectissnich constitutes the health and felicity of
the soul. It is the greatest evidence that we @arelof being called of God. It is the prize
itself, for in proportion to our love we dwell ind@ and God in us. Of all the Christian
graces it is the most general and comprehensivwe;estdrating every other into its own
nature. It suffereth long and is kind, without ysing the place or disturbing the functions
of the rest. Love allies itself to them all, regels their exercise, preserves their
simplicity, refers them to their proper end, andpayifying the secret chambers of the
soul, keeps up a hallowed flame of devotion whidfudes life and splendour over every
part of divine truth, and thus maintains their jastpire in the heart with a single eye to
the glory of God. It is also eternal in its duratie charity never faileth; faith ere long will
be lost in vision, and hope in enjoyment. Theirafie operations do not extend beyond
the grave. When they have conducted the Christath¢ confines of a better country
they consign him over to perfect love, there tavarrat the very fountain of love, from
which all the streams run for the healing of panghsinners, and join the spirits of the
just in songs of everlasting praises to the Landi tas slain and redeemed them by His
blood.

| conclude with a short application.

Is the love of God therefore from everlasting? tisthe great, the eternal, and
absolutely free favour of God in Christ manifestedhe vouchsafement of spiritual and
eternal blessings to the unworthy entirely detactieth all supposition of human worth
and absolutely independent of any such thing asamugoodness? O! then, all ye children
of want and sons of wretchedness, whether Jews emtil@s, to this unexhaustible
fountain of God’s free and unmerited love ye magefy come. Here the poor, the
maimed, the halt, and the blind, with longing hesaand uplifted hands, big with
expectations of being healed, may come with theostnreadiness, for the invitation
extends to all characters and descriptions of naan, the proclamation (whosoever) is
expressive of the freest favour and richest graneluding offenders of the worst
characters, publishing pardon for sins of the deeplge, and all ratified by Veracity
itself. It affords sufficient encouragement to thiest of sinners who is willing to owe
his all to divine bounty, to receive the heavenlgssing, and with faith and gratitude to
rejoice in the royal donation. Yes, it is the saign love of God that raises the poor
from the dunghill and the needy from the dust, aets them on thrones of glory, and
numbers them among the princes of heaven. Hap@yn, thre they who are taught the
infinitely marvellous, pleasant, powerful, and ptable truths of God in a manner that
enlightens, draws, renews, ravishes, and sanctifies heart. Happy they who being
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chargeable with every guilt and pollution, have nthall washed away through the
efficacious and expiatory sacrifice of their Lotlgir righteousness and strength. How
freely may they come to His throne of grace to nezeof His love and sing in the
heights of Zion. Happy His subjects, Who is lovgelf, whose laws are holy, just, and
good, a perfect law of liberty, and whose whole adstration is wisdom,
righteousness, condescension, kindness, and lovéhed may that blessed day hasten
when time shall give place to eternity, when oangient glimmerings of His glory here
issue in our being for ever with the Lord, when d&loved ordinances of His grace
shall be exchanged for seeing the God of infintteel as He is, who will acknowledge
us in the face of His dear Son, who is the lighthed celestial mansions, our everlasting

light — our God, and our eternal glory.
[October 1924]

Sermon.

By the lateRev. ALEXANDER MACLEOD, Rogart
(formerly Uig, Lewis.)

“Cast thy burden upon the Lord and He shall susfaée” — Psalm 55:22.

We are all in a state of trial and probation, fopegmanent and eternal existence in
another world. The space in which we move is bubrislkat best, and by several
circumstances very much contracted; but short amiracted as it is, scenes of the most
weighty and important nature are transacted upavian in his present fallen condition is
truly forlorn. He is appointed to endure many sevafflictions, which he can neither
foresee nor prevent. In the distribution of afilkicts there is no doubt but the unerring
wisdom acts, nor can chance have any place in &8s dominions, where even a sparrow
falleth not to the ground without Him. It is trukat in our short-sighted apprehensions
the distribution appears very unequal, but humagity entire resignation are our bounden
duties; for here we know but in part. Men’s natudépositions are as different as the
complexion of their faces; nor can we imagine tthat same measure of afflictions will
answer the end of their discipline. Hence it istthmong those who are evidently the
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children of God we see some whose heads continhalhyg down as the bulrush, while
others have no severe dispensations comparativeindure. Even among the wicked this
seeming partiality may be discerned. There is nestjan, however, but the end of these
different dispensations is that they may be discgd and prepared for a state of infinite
perfection, when all tears shall be wiped away friimair eyes. Those for whom these
afflictions have not answered these ends, but, Feraoh, harden themselves in
wickedness, shall be left inexcusable. It oftendeays that the dearest and nearest child
of God feels most of the bitterness of the rod; this world ye shall have tribulation.”
We may rest assured, however, that there canndiljpse one needless drop in their
cup, for it is measured out by the unerring wisdointheir beneficent Father. A believer
without afflictions and crosses has reason to ddwdbtsonship, “for He chasteneth every
son whom He receiveth.” Here the excellency of loally religion appears, that it not only
calls us to endure afflictions, but makes them paotide of the most invaluable advantage
to those who are exercised therein. The inspired penoidhis Psalm had to endure not
an ordinary measure of these afflictions, both befind after he became king over Israel,
but he was not left destitute or unaided; he hgzkearnced that God’s strength was made
perfect in weakness. From the experience he thdsoh#he divine help in every time of
trouble he gives it as his advice to all in simidgncumstances to follow the same method.
With God there is no respect of persons. He is guwaady to succour and help the
weakest believer as He was to help David; and vthen follow the same course, “out of
weakness they are made strong.” | presume theresamee now present who have
experienced the truth of God’s promises. that Hiergth is made perfect in their
weakness. There is none without his own burden.e&Saray think that there is none more
uncomfortable than themselves; some may go so gatoasuspect the safety of their
condition, and speak bitter things against themeseNn order by the divine blessing to
give some direction and help to these heavy-ladeh aeary souls, it is my design to
show —

I. — Some of those many burdens which every believay be presumed to have.
Il. — How we are to cast these burdens upon the Lor what is implied in so
doing.

[Il. — Clear up the import of the promise — “He Blsastain thee.”

I\V. — Practical inferences.

| would earnestly solicit the patient and attenthesaring of all who are now present,
that they may have an opportunity of knowing whettieey have a title to be numbered
among the true disciples of Jesus, and hear Himenkem, saying — “Come unto Me.”

|. — Some of the burdens which every believer maypitesumed to have.

(1) Sin is a most grievous, a heavy and a dangebowden. This is a burden we
have brought with us into the world, and while wveamain here, with which we must
struggle. There are many who now hear me that naag mo feeling of this burden; and
how can they, seeing they are all in a spirituadseedead in trespasses and sins. They
have such a weight of sin upon them as will be nmben sufficient (unless they are
relieved from it) to sink them down to the lowestlhand keep them there throughout the
endless ages of eternity. Like a man immersed ungdger, who feels no weight from a
guantity the hundred-thousandth part of which heldit®we unable out of the water to bear.
But when the divine life is communicated by therBpif God, the feelings are restored to the
once dead and insensible soul. While one is dead e the land of silence where no
complaint is heard, but when life is restored thespn feels and complains. The Apostle Paul
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informs us, that he was alive once without the that he thought himself a good man, and
wanted a feeling sense of the burden of sin, biegnwihe commandment came sin revived
and he died. The burden he had felt brought himrdimathe ground, he found himself unable
to bear up under it. There was a strong and, opdhieof the Apostle, an unavailing struggle;
the soul now quickened, felt the burden of sin, anable either to bear it or extricate himself
from it, he exclaimed: “O wretched man that | anhovshall deliver me from the body of this
death.” The body of sin had affected all the powarhis soul and not withstanding that it
was deeply felt, he could do nothing towards resgdiimself, Romans 7:24. Nor was this
peculiar to the Apostle only, he speaks the expedeof all the people of God. Sin is their
daily and most grievous burden. They would riserugte wings of faith and make their
escape from the world of troubles, but sin as aglteprevents them. They would hold
spiritual converse with God, but sin interveneseytwould have their conversation in
heaven, but sin prevents their mind from acquirihgt spirituality of affection which is
necessary for that employment. They would, with eased perseverance and daily
advancement, go towards Zion as travellers to flagpy country; but the burden of sin
prevents them from making but a small progresss Barden is much more so to some than
to others. And perhaps those sins which never ctonéight, yea, which they never
committed bear heavier upon them and prove theatgst burden. The Psalmist felt this
burden (Psalm 38:4). Every believer does the same lzeing burdened, groans and longs
exceedingly to be relieved from it. We should, dfere, lay aside every weight and more
especially that sin which doth so easily besethas we may run with patience (though not
sinless) the race that is set before us (Hebrewly.12

(2) The hiding of God’'s countenance from the soala burden, weighty and
unsupportable, to the believer. Sin is not onlywoest of evils in itself, but also the cause of
all the other evils man is appointed to endurés Inhatter of no small astonishment that we
are in general so fond of our greatest tormentanoAg the other great evils which sin
introduced into the world, that complete and ursaealienation which it has made between
the Creator and His creatures is by no means ##. [€his of itself is misery enough. There
is no happiness for a rational being but in God. 8ade God, in whom is no enmity, an
enemy to us; and man, in the constitution of whaisginal nature there was no enmity, is
now enmity itself. Nor is this all; the highly-fauced few, who, through the mercy and free
love of God in Christ, have been readmitted inteota and intimate fellowship with Him,
have reason with David to exclaim that God hides ¢tiuntenance from them, and they are
brought low. The soul-excruciating pain of desertie felt by none except those who are
admitted into nearness and fellowship with God, wipon some favoured seasons can say
with the disciples it is good for us to be herej are may observe that the degree of distress
wherewith the soul is affected upon the hiding @d@ countenance, corresponds with the
degree of intimacy enjoyed. Those who are only npeodessors of religion desire no more
of it than such a measure of knowledge as shablerthem to pass through the world with a
reputation, but the sincere believer desires teetibe life of religion, and the life of religion
is fellowship and communion with God, who is no¢ God of the dead, but of the living.
This man alone can say that it is sweeter to hiam thoney, than the honey-comb (Psalm
19:10). He has not only seen, but also tastedth®atord is good. The life of faith is the
Christian’s life, but the communion with God whiklis people enjoy with Him upon some
seasons depends not upon faith. They may havéhésfaiew of God when they have not an
experimental communion with Him; so that we haveehewo distinct considerations.
Sometimes the hiding of God’s countenance refelgtorone of these: we may have faith in
exercise, when we are very low in our experiendas Wwas the case with David, as he
expressed it in Psalm 42. New converts in the dalear espousals live more by experience
than by faith. Can the children of the bride-chamim@urn while the bridegroom is with
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them? But the day is coming when the bridegroontl sleataken away from them, and then
shall they mourn in those days. Hence we are namntgine that God’s providential care
shall ever be withdrawn from His people: “My presershall go with you, and | shall give
you rest.” But it implies that in our experience are not uniformly to enjoy the same sense
of His gracious presence, which upon some occasa@are permitted to enjoy. What a
cloud came over the mind of the disconsolate dissipvhen Jesus was in the grave.
Those who have been in similar circumstances can tefl. The reason why God thus
withholds the influence of His Spirit in their expences from His people is in some
measure concealed from us. He giveth no accouahpfof His matters. We know that it
proceeds from love. Sometimes it arises from unkfatcor unguarded action of His
people. They may have forgotten it, but when thesl their souls bereaved of comfort,
they then confess that it is an evil thing and tebj that they have forsaken the Lord.
Perhaps they may not discover the reason, andget God’s dealings towards them they
know they have offended Him. Like an obedient wifieose happiness depends upon the
smiles of her affectionate husband, or a dutifult dho anxiously wishes to please his
father, the believer would anxiously know whereahas offended, and would suffer any
infliction rather than to want the smiles of highar and his God. But | presume that
some of the desertions of believers may arise ftheninfinite wisdom of God towards
them, in order to prepare them for some extraorgirtascovery of Himself, or some
change that is to happen in their situation. Buwinfrwhatever cause it arises, it is an
uncomfortable situation, and when a believer cones length of losing sight of his
resignation as a duty he owes to God, it becomeseirable (Psalm 70).

(3) The believer's doubts as to his interest in tmenefits of the everlasting
Covenant, well ordered in all things and sure,nsther heavy burden. As another evil
consequence of sin, we are under sentence of caratemm to the holy and good law of
God, having lost our ability of giving that perfegbedience which it requires. We are,
therefore, upon the terms of the first covenantcasiis, and have most justly forfeited
every claim to any of the benefits we had secuceds in the covenant. The last breath
we draw is only from the unmerited goodness of GBdt the Lord was pleased to
establish with His people in Christ a new and wralble covenant. In this covenant the
forfeited right and lost blessings are restoredeylare sure to all the seed, and they have
as unguestionable a title to them as Adam in innoceéhad to all that God promised him.
That this covenant is made with Christ and ratified His blood, is every believer’'s
salvation and all his desire. But if the covenastmade with Christ as head and
representative of His people, it is but just anagsanable that while He stands according
to the stipulations of the covenant, those who iaterested in it, for whose sake He
entered into such an engagement, should be pastakkethe benefits of the covenant.
Unless this had been the case, to speak with regerenve could not say that justice
would be done to the covenant Head. We find, tloeegfthat there is no believer but
receives these covenant blessings. It is alsoitsieconcern of every Christian to know in
whom he has believed, and to taste of covenant loveovenant mercies. This is as
unquestionable an evidence and much more so tham #&hgel came from God with the
same message with which he came to the blessethviYga, it is as certain as if God
with an audible voice declared that one is a cbildhe covenant. Covenant benefits can
only come to the children of the covenant. Thedreih’s bread cannot be given to dogs.
Christ undertook and accomplished the work for éhttsat the Father had given Him from
eternity. Nor need any one examine into this seorgstery; let him rather know if his
state bespeaks him to be among the redeemed dfatte Jesus. There are some who
have no doubt on their minds but they are God’ddcén in the covenant of grace. It
becomes them to take heed how they walk. Thereotirers, and the greatest number,

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 29 p. 21



who, notwithstanding that they are as certainleiasted in the covenant as the former,
can scarcely believe it. They dare not say, buy thay be; but they dread they are not.
They are prevented from utter despair, but theyoften on the brink of that pit. This is a
most severe burden, and naturally resulting from fbwrmer. These doubts arise from
within and from without. The experience of sin asitful corruptions working from
within; the promises so completely locked up tHs# believer dares not look to them.
Unbelief and the evil suggestions of Satan will remesent the promises, and even doubt
their veracity (Psalm 116:11). When he consideesativanced state of other believers, he
does rejoice, but instead of being encouraged,alieer concludes that, were he one of
God’s children, he would partake of their privilegéde can find no parallel to Himself
among the people of God: he often repents andrlyittements that ever he presumed to
take the children’s bread. This is a most unsu@tdet burden to an awakened soul, who
knows and firmly believes that there is no othemeagiven under heaven among men
whereby he can be saved, but that of Jesus aldreseldoubts and dismal apprehensions
may be in part constitutional. They are, howevarsome degree or other felt by true
believers. They should be cast upon the Lord. Hdl slustain us. The manner of casting
them upon Him comes to be considered under anbibea; but let none imagine that this
case is peculiar to him alone. It is the lot of mahGod'’s children. Be not content, however,
in the condition, but believe that you may be ddcbf the covenant, although you may not
have the appearance of it. Distinguish yourselinfiihe formal hypocrite by not contenting
yourself with a probability, but aspiring to a @enty.

(4) Their duties are a burden to believers. Thig orafirst hearing surprise some who
are not acquainted with the experience of believBus to make this in their view a greater
paradox, their duties are their burden and theiaglre. They feel an ardent, growing desire
for the duties of their holy faith as they advameehe spiritual life. But their minds are
enlightened to see and believe the immaculate ésdirand spotless purity of God. They
know that He is a Spirit, and they that serve Hooeptably must do it in spirit and in truth.
They, on the contrary, find themselves under tfleence of carnal and dead affections: they
mourn after that fervour and warmth in devotionjehhthough it cannot recommend them to
the favour of God, would indicate the indwellingoitation of His Holy Spirit. They would
do good but evil is present with them. They woubdugto God as their chiefest joy and glory
in Him, but they find a deadness and indifferertfeen their most solemn duties, where they
expected comfort, are rendered uncomfortable tmthg the intrusion of vain thoughts; and
sometimes they retire from the house of God muckerbardened in this respect than when
they have entered it. They are often in a straiveen two: they fear that their duties may
provoke the Spirit of God to withdraw, and yet thteannot refrain from duties. Nor is this
occasionally: some even complain that they havsore#o fear that no duty of the Christian
life had ever been rightly performed. They somesimioubt their sincerity; and any
commendation from men grieves and humbles themy €kelaim from a sense of deadness
— “Awake, O north wind, and come thou south.”

(5) The temptations of Satan are a burden to baisevin this wilderness of their
pilgrimage the people of God are exposed to mamngships; they are in themselves a poor,
defenceless people. Among other things which mdiear tjourney through life often
uncomfortable, they must feel the stings of fidgyynig serpents. The Apostle’s complaint, in
the experience of every child of God, holds stillet “and we are not ignorant of his
devices.” There are some of God’s people who haweerdiscernment than others to know
his temptations. There are some who from theirrabtemper and other circumstances are
less exposed than others. Some, from a long experi®f his attacks, are not much
disconcerted, at least till he makes use of nevhatst Some are tempted to such abandoned
vices as they would not communicate to their neéaresnections or their most confidential
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friends. They find their hearts contrary to theisies open to his attacks. They find, even, in
the most solemn part of their duties, that the théxr the evil suggestions of the enemy, is
carried away. Nay, sometimes they are compellebtmdon a commanded duty. They hear
his secret whisperings carrying away their attentithey pray against it and yet their smart
is not eased. Upon some occasions they have relieffter that his temptations are renewed
with redoubled fury. The more seeming relation aedl they discover for Christ they are the
more distressed by the cunning and craft of thesetgent. Cast this burden upon the Lord.

(6) The present melancholy and unpromising stat¢hef Church of Christ and its
members is another grievous burden to the belielteis an undoubted evidence of a
Christian temper, to have his mind expanded andrgedl by universal philanthropy for all
men. Every true believer is of a public spirit, ydee cause and glory of Christ concerns him
much more than his own private interest and everetarnal salvation. Seeing that he has a
union with Christ and the members of his mysticatlyy he has a particular and abiding
concern for his mother, the church. Thus we finel lielieving soul expressing himself in
Song 8:2. We justly despise that son who deniesdasrdgards the influence which natural
affection has over him; nor can the most dutiftémation repay the care and painful distress
of a mother. It is no less unnatural for childrérihe same family to be indifferent about one
another’s welfare. Between Christ and believers wate®begotten by the Gospel, there is a
much more intimate relation. They are members eflwody. They are under the influence of
one spirit, they are children of one family. Thag goint heirs with Christ, of the same
glorious hope. Every believer feels an interesthe Church of Christ. He rejoices over it,
and mourns when the cause of Christ is not triumghiWhen he perceives the marks of
an angry God towards the Church; when he sees jadtgrdrawing nigh, when he sees
Satan successful then is his time to encouragen,wand admonish, earnestly and
unceasingly imploring the return of God’s favourdadis exercising protection over His
Church. There is much reason to mourn and lameat the cause of God in our days.
Who that is in any measure animated by the samet $pit will unite with the weeping
prophet in Jeremiah 9. But although the union diebvers with one another exceeds that
of natural affection, it by no means eradicate®i.the contrary, it raises it to a degree of
which a natural person is never susceptible: itebe@ concern for the immortal part. It
not unfrequently happens that godly persons havg uagodly and wicked relatives.
Adam had a Cain in his family, Aaron had a Nadatd Abihu, David had an Absalom,
and in the Saviour’'s own family there was a Judasl in general many of the people of
God have cause to complain that their house igigbt with God. In the distribution of
God'’s grace it happens in families and congregatitiat while one is taken, the other is
left. This must be matter of grief to the believand the more intimate the connection the
heavier the burden. Cast this burden also upoh.oné, and He shall sustain thee.

(7) Poverty is a burden to believers, notwithstagdihat the Lord has in a great
measure alienated the affections of believers fearthly to heavenly objects; and that
they expect to be made happy only when that whschnipart shall be done away, yet
they must feel like other men the ills of life. ¥hare in general a poor, despised, and
afflicted people. “Not many noble, not many mighaye called.” From the present
unrelenting state of men’s mind they have in tiveew little lenity to expect. There is, in
most cases, no mercy for a poor man. “The rich haaay friends.” It is likely the
believer many times knows not to what hand to ttonrelief. He may have others
depending on him, and sees nothing wherewith tovigeofor them. This is a burden
grievous to be borne. It may sometimes staggerfdite of a confirmed believer. The
affliction wherewith his family is visited heighterthe distress. In similar circumstances
we find the Israelites upon their crossing the Bed. They had no prospect of support;
they were always to move forward, and even shohél tsettle, the wilderness would
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give them no maintenance. But the Lord had provittedhem. If many of us had been
present, it is most probable we should have joitieain in their murmuring against God
and Moses. Cast this burden upon the Lord and Hd sbstain thee. “They that truly
seek the Lord shall not want any good.”

Lastly, the want of a burden is a most grievous aredghty burden. However
strange this may seem to some present, this isnttet unsupportable of all the burdens
we have mentioned. It is so in its own nature, amate especially as it unfits us for
having it removed. Owing partly to the believer'snstitutional habits, the delusion of
sin, the temptations of Satan, and the corruptmiisis own heart, he finds himself in a
state which he cannot describe. There is such dn#sa and indifference seizing him that
he cannot with any degree of precision trace anykwaf grace in his soul; any
corruption, any need of a Saviour, any danger, desire for an alteration of state, and
yet he feels a most uncomfortable uneasiness in sitaation. In this state such
indifference may take hold of him, that unlessna@sied by the unseen agency of God, he
would commit any sin to which he is tempted. Buttie goodness of God Satan is
restrained in a great measure. The believer wowddrmand lament his sins before God,
but he cannot. He would pray, but knows not how.wtelld meditate, but knows not on
what. He would believe, but feels himself underuter inability. Sin, like a delirious
fever, has seized all his soul, and he can scaresly or describe anything in its true
light. We should be cautious that we do not createh a state for ourselves. Cast thy
burden upon the Lord.

Il. How we are to cast these burdens upon the L&tdn, in consequence of his
apostacy from God, labours under the most depleraidbility in a moral sense. Any
one of these burdens we have enumerated would e than sufficient to prevent his
ever arriving at that rest which remaineth for gemple of God. But blessed be God we
are not left to have an unavailing struggle witfffidulties. We have a mighty one as
our defence, and underneath are the everlasting.afmencourage our approaches, He
has assumed human form, and most graciously bonmesélf all these burdens. This
makes a faithful and fellow-feeling High Priest. i3hof itself must be matter of
encouragement for feeble and helpless sinners.tiBayt are not left to conjecture. He
condescends in the most endearing unequivocal mmariee invite them to His
pardoning, refreshing, and supporting mercy, mueadrer to communicate strength
than they are to ask him. “Come unto me all ye tahbur and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). In this statd trial and difficulties we groan,
being burdened, but we labour not alone. The Amgehe Covenant that appeared unto
Jacob in the way is ever present with us. But therguch humility and condescension
in God towards sinners that they find a difficuity believing it possible — “Dost thou
wash my feet?” There is no question but God is ntbam sufficient to uphold the most
disconsolate believer under the heaviest burderchvany is doomed to labour under.
But the difficulty rests on his own part. That inteocy which incapacitated him for
bearing under his burdens, disables him also frastieg them upon the Lord. There are
two hands wherewith the believing soul should d¢astburdens upon the Lord: these are
faith and prayer. If at any time, which often happeone of these begins to fail, it must
be cast by the other, and sometimes their joirdreffmust be exercised. Like as Moses
and the inferior judges managed the concerns ofcthielren of Israel. | speak not of
counterfeits. Both these must be inseparable iy the of the genuine kind. Faith may
sometimes be weak, but prayer may be had recoarsa all cases. Prayer must be
offered in faith; but it may be the prayer of faitlhhen faith itself is not in exercise.
Faith, likewise, partakes of the nature of prayarany and in every situation when we
have recourse to these, they prove effectual. Themo burden which we may groan
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under but can be supported in this manner. How oadmble may the soul who has

freedom of access to God in prayer be in any sdnatAnd | may appeal to the

experience of some who now hear me, that not inkeaty they had approached a throne
of grace bitterly complaining of their many hardshand trials; but, if in the goodness of
their God, they have been admitted to any intim@re, they find themselves eased of
their burdens and possessed of unexpected strémgtheir Christian course. A burden

can never bear too heavy upon the believer whildde freedom of access to God, to
make known unto Him all his complaints.

lIl. What is implied in this promise — “He shall #ain thee?” This does not imply
that a belief in the all-sufficient, all-free gracé God in Christ should make us more
careless in our walk through the world. This woh#&lto sin, because grace doth abound.
If a man be rescued from sudden destruction byhbieevolent exertions of another,
should this induce him to expose himself to the esadanger, even should his former
benefactor stand by; and surely no man in his saeeises would be so mad. This
imputation upon the doctrines of free grace is th@st unfair and unjust that can be
conceived. The clearer and firmer a believer's emste in the favour and protection of
God is, the greater watchfulness and circumspedaaes this beget in him. Neither does
this promise imply that when we cast our burdensnuphe Lord we ourselves are
henceforward to go free. This would not be to cdineur good, which God uniformly
does. Such is the corruption and deceitfulnest©i@fhiuman heart that did we but for any
length of time want something to humble us, we $hao a short time turn wanton
against the Lord, and bring upon ourselves thestdnerdens. For there are no burdens so
severe as those which we have brought upon oursdbyeour unwatchfulness. The
promise, therefore, does not run in this way. Ybalkbe free, but He shall sustain thee,
labouring under the burden and often ready to feat you shall fail. But the promise
implies —

1st. That no unnecessary burden shall be laid wsorthat even a dog cannot bark
against us without permission. The Lord is infilytevise; He does not proportion our
burdens according to our resolutions, but accordmgur danger; and what He has
designed for us, or what He is to do by us. Theeenaany who may suppose that a less
burden might serve, and that should he have edsisdens he might make a greater
progress in the Christian life. But this proceeasrf ignorance. A little acquaintance with
your heart will convince you that even the measofraffliction you have is scarcely
sufficient for keeping down the pride and haughégyeof your heart. They are all
measured out by infinite wisdom. They are necesgarypreserving us right in our
journey through life, lest we might make a shipvkret faith and of a good conscience;
and though we may not know it now, we shall knowhéreafter. For we are yet but
children in knowledge; nor do we know what the waisdof our father intends for us. He
shall sustain us; and surely if we must be indeldtedstrength, we should leave the
manner to Himself.

2nd. This implies that we shall have every necgsdaection and discipline under
these burdens. When we have at first engaged ihnistian course, we are impatient of
restraint: we think that nothing but comforts andingerrupted communion and
fellowship with God is to be enjoyed. But we hawt gone far when we find that we are
not yet made perfect. We must undergo a disciptiee, that we may arrive safely and
gualified for the enjoyment of the higher house.aNhwve begin the Christian life we may
have many struggles. Ephraim most emphatically aegp himself to a bullock
unaccustomed to the yoke (Jeremiah 31:18). Thewarth disposition of his heart was
much severer than the service to which he wasaallee Lord shall teach His children
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this discipline until they are at length broughtrégoice and joy in tribulation. They bear
the yoke not of constraint, but of a willing mindhey are under the tuition of infinite
wisdom and unalterable love.

3rd. This promise implies that they are perfecdgwge under every burden, and that
at length they shall be delivered out of them Hié shall sustain thee. He, who is the
Almighty, He who is Lord of Hosts; all thy burdease under His immediate inspection;
yea, they are ordered by Himself: “Fear not, fam with thee, be not afraid, for | am thy
God.” While there is omnipotence in Jehovah to ainst fellow-feeling and grace in
Christ, and the fellowship of the Spirit the truedasincere believer cannot fail. It is true
that even the most sincere believer is but wedkan frailty itself; but the appointing of
the burden for believers belongs to God: troubleseanot out of the dust. Omnipotence
itself cannot lay any burden which itself is noteato bear. Pray not then, O believer, that
thy burden may be removed or even lightened, bat consistency with infinite wisdom,
well knowing that though of yourself you are ingciént, yet your sufficiency is of God:
“His grace shall be sufficient for you, for His etigth is made perfect in weakness.” But
think not that even God Himself is to support youder these afflictions always. He has a
nobler service for you yet in the higher house. rEwehile we are supported under
afflictions, and they are thus joyous, there iseaick of deliverance natural to man. This
time of redemption draweth nigh. The end of therp@y will ease us. Our salvation is
nearer than when we have believed. Who would gruadew trials and difficulties, if
need be, in this world when there is the more ustiaeable certainty of a sudden and
certain deliverance. More especially when we refldmat these very distresses shall
enhance the value of the enjoyments, and that #rey moreover, one chief means
whereby we are prepared for heaven. “Our lightieftin, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternagiteof glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17).

V. — Practical inferences.

(1) Hence we may remark what an inestimable prgalé¢he Gospel of Jesus is. It
has among many other advantages given us cleac@ngdrehensive notions of that great
Being whose we are, and whom we serve. It has riftie who was formerly little more
than an object of terror, an object of love andhaken confidence. Believers can now
contemplate His adorable perfections and see tlmethe face of Jesus all exercised on
their behalf encouraging their hearts, and givimgnt good hope and consolation through
grace. Nor can any one consider God out of Chustals an object of terror; on the other
hand, connected with this knowledge of God is oapginess. Let the advantages we
enjoy be duly estimated.

(2) Hence, we may learn the true cause of our dégdes and anxious fears. It is
true that we must suffer many things in this oushation state. These are not, however,
the cause of our fears. Our fears do not ariseeeftiom our sufferings or wants. Many of
our fellow mortals had these to endure, and yey there not cast down, but rejoiced in
them. There is none who is in the least acquaimtiéld the history of the saints but will
know this. Have we not the same unchangeable Ged#t His goodness, His power,
wisdom and love equally free to us as to them, yeidwe do not find such unshaken
confidence? The reason is plain, they had moreing@hacy with God; were much more
exercised by afflictions than we are, yet they taih not because they believed that
underneath were the everlasting arms. It is necg$sarder to constitute God an object
of dependence, that there be a special revelafihro to us as individuals.

(3) Have we cast our burdens upon Jehovah? Tlas isnportant question. Sooner
or later we shall all feel the need of Him. Butess it is done as an act of the will, with
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the consent of the mind we should not imagine duesesafe. A reliance upon God is the
believer’s privilege.

(4) A word to those who have unshaken confidenat famedom of access to God.
They should walk circumspectly, lest they may ierithexperience deprive themselves of
this greatest of all blessings. They should, alsnje compassion upon those that weary
themselves for very vanity. They should bear whb tveak. They should guard against
self-sufficiency.

(5) Those who entertain doubts of an interest il @od can not say whether they
have laid their burden upon Him, they should examwhether He has done anything for
them in time past from which they may comfortabbnclude that they are objects of His
peculiar care. They should, also, endeavour to civrtimir ways unto God and having
done so to leave the issue with Him. They shoutdrotontemplate the unchangeableness
of God their Saviour.

Lastly, a word to hypocrites and self-secure siandrhappens often that those who
have least cause, are the most seemingly comfert8it their joy is like the crackling of
thorns under a pot — it shall be turned into sotrdfvey should examine upon what their
confidence is founded. If they would but listen ttee voice of conscience it would
inform them that it is nothing more than presumpti®eal trials and severe difficulties
are before them. Let careless sinners also conglderawful situation wherein they

stand. Consider what is said, and the Lord give yoderstanding.
[November and December 1924]

Notes of a Sermon.

[1t will be noticed by the reader that this serni®imcomplete - Editor.]

By the lateRev. ALEXANDER MACLEOD, Rogart
(formerly Uig, Lewis).

“And Abraham called the name of that place Jehgirah: as it is said to this day,
In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen” — Ges@4:14.

The providences of God towards His people are mastirkable and fraught with the
most weighty instructions: they are no doubt inezhdbr the benefit of all generations, and
preserved in the Scriptures for that purpose. Tik®iy of Abraham, the friend of God and
father of the faithful, is most remarkable and iesting. Of that part of his life and that
severe trial of his faith to which the text refers have an account from the beginning of this
chapter, and in the text a remembrance is ket dhe Lord shall be seen by His people in
their difficulties, straits, and trials. He shak Been in the mount, as in the case before us,
when matters are brought to an extremity; wheswkcour failed, and we have neither help
nor hope. As, on the one hand, we ought not toiskespe chastening of the Lord, so on the
other we ought not to faint when we are rebuked#fiof. Just as Abraham was about to lay
the knife on his son the Lord was seen; this mhdeltliverance most beneficial and sweet.
Let us notice —

I. That it is God’s usual way to bring His peopioi extremities.
II. That then, and not before, the Lord will bersee

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 29 p. 27



lll. That these straits and trials into which GodHis sovereignty brings
His children are not punishments but privileges.
IV. Let us make application.

l. That it is God’s usual way to bring His peopbeeixtremities.

That is a truth so fully established by the histofyGod’s people, both living and dead,
that we need not stay upon the point. We refertgatie great cloud of witnesses with which
we are surrounded. Those that are now neareshitveet above came out of great tribulation.
The tribulations do not arise out of the natureralfgion necessarily, but it has been the
manner in which the wise Sovereign of the world saeet to lead His children forward
towards the enjoyment of that rest which remairfeththe people of God. | would, on the
present occasion, endeavour to direct your attertbca few reasons as far as we can know
them and He has revealed them, of this part oflittiee procedure towards His people. This
may help us in apprehending and discharging duty.

(1) The Lord will bring us to extremities that thayight be really felt by us as an
affliction; we, too often, create innumerable ewvits ourselves; and while we view them
through the medium of our own fancy, we presume ttere is none so heavily afflicted as
we are. And it often happens that nothing will doce us of our sin and folly except the
hand of God being laid heavy upon us. Then we tondgeat we are wont to consider as a
heavy affliction. Until we are brought to an extignit really is no affliction; and from what
is not so we reap no benefit. For we come out o$ehfurnaces we have ourselves heated
more stubborn and self-willed than before. But whenare shut in on every side and have
no hope left, then we shall look out of ourselv&sd does not willingly grieve nor afflict any
of the children of men, but He does it for theioffir

(2) That in our extremity we might seek unto Goce ¥re all, since the introduction
of sin, alienated from the life that is in God: wm after the creature, and pursue with eager,
imaginary expectation the fleeting shadows, antbag as we believe that the creature can
do us any good, we shall go no further. Hence ithet when we are exercised in the
discipline of our Heavenly Father, and acquireigmt discernment, we see that the severest
dispensations which at the time were viewed asatitins of the divine displeasure, are seen
to be fruits of His love, and inseparable fromTiose that in their health live at the greatest
distance from God, and never hear what He says$,oftgén in their affliction adopt the
language of, in Hosea 6:1 — “Come, and let us metunto the Lord; for He hath torn, and He
will heal us; He hath smitten, and He will bindws” It is only when the aid of the creature
ends that the assistance of the Creator comesiia @®ath-bed almost all are serious. When
the creature can afford them no comfort nor stalgenwall are wholly vanity, “miserable
comforters.” But it is one thing to be convincedtloé vanity of, and renounce, all creature
comfort from necessity, and another thing to disam a conviction of the excellency of
divine things. It is one thing to say in the bittess of one’s spirit, “My judgment is
greater than | can bear,” and another thing fordbel to say — “Thou art my portion in
the land of the living.” Natural causes may produlke former, but nothing except a
saving work of God upon the heart can effect thieta

(3) That we may acknowledge and praise God as elpeh and deliverer. We are
so attached to self and so much under the influesfcehis universal idol, that when
difficulties are only partial, we ascribe the deliance, at least in part, to ourselves and
other means. If we lean to the creature, we wihei resolve them wholly to it, and
forget God, or at best divide the praise. It isetthhat God has appointed means, and
uniformly works by them, but until we are deniec teéfficacy of means and refer all to
the supreme will and blessing of God, we cannoehaveliverance in God’s way nor as
a real benefit; see this beautifully illustrated the case of Gideon (Judges 7:2). The
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original number which Gideon had to oppose to tiahe enemy was comparatively few,
but then Gideon would have ascribed the victorhitaself in some measure had he been
suffered to go forth with them. But when the numbes so very much reduced as to
leave no hope of a victory, the praise must berelytiand wholly referred to God. The
language from such a deliverance will naturally-b&ot unto us, O! Lord, not unto us,
but to thy name, for thy glory and truth’s sakethe praise.” God will not divide His
glory, “He will not give His glory to another, ndilis praise to graven images.” Had
Abraham discovered the ram a moment sooner, Godlgmmt have so much glory of it,
nor would Isaac be so sweet to him as receivingfniom the dead. Those who are taught
of God know that when they substitute any idol iage of God that He takes vengeance
on that invention — all of them must say in a dadyzod’s mighty power — “What have |
to do any more with idols?”

(4) That from a happy necessity we might be madseiek the Lord, and know
Him experimentally. In our ease and prosperity we all prone to be satisfied with a
speculative acquaintance with God. And until thése speculations are called into
actual exercise by severe trials, we may think thathill standeth firm, and shall not be
moved. But all these refuges of lies shall be swapay, and in the day of evil nothing
but a practical experimental acquaintance with @and support the soul. Nothing is well
learned but by experience. This alone can inspoefidence in God. The Lord that
delivered me out of the paw of the lion and outhaf paw of the bear, He will deliver me
(said David) out of the hands of this Philistineislwhen a person is in real extremity that
he shall have experience of the Lord. Thereforereas concerning Manasseh that when
he was in affliction and prayed and humbled himskd# knew the Lord was God (2
Chronicles 33:13). Such of you as attend to Goéalidgs with His people will find that
it was always upon some emergency or change im gn@iumstances and situations that
He manifested Himself to them. This was eminenklg tase with Jacob, both on his
leaving his father’s house and on his return. He li@on both these very critical
occasions clear manifestations of the God of Bethet that knowledge of God which
men acquire in such circumstances never leaves.thdms the best influence both upon
their hearts and life. It even animates them taashaken trust in God in the prospect of
death and judgment.

Lastly, that our faith in, and acquaintance withdaonfidence in God might be
tried and proved. This view we have of this dis@eio® towards Abraham, see verse 1
compared with Hebrews 11:17. The most spiritughfand the most scriptural experience
have some alloy and mixture. This was the case wittaham, though on the whole his
knowledge of God was special and his love to Hintere, yet his heart was alienated in
some degree by Isaac. He suffered him to go tathmwst without committing the deed,
to see whether his faith would carry him forwardhat very severe act of obedience. The
language of all these trials is, Lovest thou Me entiran these? How severely did Jesus
try the trust of Peter, and in a similar manner Wamaman of Canaan. But blessed is the
man who endureth temptation, for when he is triecshall receive a crown of glory that
fadeth not away. The trial of their faith is moregious than gold that perisheth. The
oftener the pure metal is melted, the more preciviss for there is no time of melting
but it is separated from some alloy. Such is theeoaith the vessels of mercy, until they
are wholly purified, and fit to be presented with@pot or wrinkle or blemish, or any
such thing. With this difference, however, thattakse trials and furnaces cannot purify
the soul: it is only the blood of Jesus Christ, B, that cleanseth the soul from all sin.

By way of application:
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(1) Let none judge God’s love by the external emizbs of it, but wait the issues.
When a physician cuts deep and adminsters harsiicmesl we may feel distressed, but
without these there could be neither life nor ci8® has penetrated so deep, that God, in
order to restore the soul to moral health, andtffor His own enjoyment, administers
such means as He sees most fit. But both His wisdodhlove are sufficient guards to
prevent any unnecessary severity either in the miarthe measure, or the time. | was
dumb, opening not my mouth, because Thou didst it.

(2) Let us learn from hence never to be discouraged suffer our hearts to be cast
down within us, however seemingly desperate oue das A believer in God through
Christ may address the language of David to him$s&alm 42:11, and 43:5. What case
could be more desperate than the one before us,atedded with circumstances of
greater distress? Yet the Lord, in the fittest andst proper moment, delivered him.
There are many other similar instances left usemomd in the Holy Scriptures. Consider
the case of Job and the happy issue of it. Condiéduchadnezzar’s case as in Daniel 4,
the Israelites at the Red Sea, and the Jews in &taits time. And | believe there is none
who has marked God’'s ways towards himself, but mete remarked that man’s
necessities are God’s opportunity. Still hope indGtherefore, for you shall have yet
cause to praise Him, who is the light of your camance and your God.

(3) Let this subject call forth the exercise ofipate and self-examination under
any particular distress or affliction. God’s timealways seasonable: a deliverance from
trials, without suitable dispositions to improvettdeliverance would be most hurtful to
ourselves. Let patience then have its perfect wbet we may be entire and wanting
nothing in all the will of God.

See the difference between real religion and thee mame, true religion always
produces fruit; we may have the name and the knigdewithout the truth of religion.
Abraham’s obedience is referred to by God Himsadfan evidence of his having feared
Him (verse 12). Some think they can be honest elmongn: good husbands and wives:
faithful parents and affectionate dutiful childresnd so on without religion which is
impossible. For the tree must be good before thé &an be good. While others think
that if they can talk about religion, and attainstmme experience in it, that they may
neglect personal and relative duties. Both thedeemes are damnable errors. Without
religion man is on a level with the beasts thatigtggerand without the fruits of genuine
universal holiness every man’s religion is vaineTdpostle James tells us that Abraham
justified the truth of his faith (religion) when loéfered his son, Isaac. As God, therefore,
in His Word, and by the work of His Spirit in therrewed soul, has joined faith and good
works, let not man put them asunder. Let your lghshine before men that others seeing

your good works may glorify your Father who is ieaven.
[January 1925]
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Synod Sermon.

By theREv. JAMES MACLEOD, MODERATOR
Preached at Glasgow, 20th May 1924.

“And He shall reign over the house of Jacob forreaad of His Kingdom
there shall be no end” — Luke 1:33.

We may consider: —

I. What are we to understand by “the house of Jatob
Il. The King that was to reign over “this house.”
[Il. The continuity of His reign — “For ever.”

I. The house of Jacob.

The above designation is given to the church of ®gdthe Angel Gabriel. It
seems that the appellation is applied to the chwvblen weak, lonely, and despised
(Isaiah 41:14). “Fear not, thou worm Jacob and & of Israel (or, as we have it in the
margin, “Few men”), | will help thee, saith the Idprand thy redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel.” The church at this period was very weakfaoas public testimony against sin,
Satan, and the world was concerned. It is not theses that may be professing religion
that count, but the spirit that animates the preif@s, and the fruit which it brings forth.
For we are, and shall be, known by our fruit. Thalky life, and conversion of the
church of God is recorded in the Scriptures, anel phofession that continues to act
contrary to that rule and standard must ultimapadyish.

The family of Jacob was not better than other siara the ruined race of Adam.
The sin of Adam ruined the entire race. It leftexposed “to all the miseries of this life,
to death itself, and to the pains of hell for eVdhe blame is ours. We may cavil, rage,
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and blaspheme the Creator, but the fault is odrwill for time and eternity remain at
our door, unless removed through the sovereignegodcsod. Sin, guilt, death, and hell
belong to us, because we have sinned against ttealexd will of God. “The wages of
sin is death.” The abyss between us and God thraugks of such a nature that, on the
one hand, the infinite nature, justice, and lawGafd is offended; and that on the other
hand the finite creature of yesterday cannot ataraend, nor undo what he did,
although one was to offer his body to be burnede Bm of the finite is against the
infinite glory and purity of God. Although the wleohuman race had been chained and
imprisoned like the fallen angels for the eterngés, and were none to escape, God
would be eternally just and holy in permitting wsdrop into the pit that we digged for
ourselves.

The covenant of grace is an act of divine sovengigih was not because we were in
need; but because God of His own good pleasureigedvanother way for sinners of
our fallen race to escape. It was the sovereigraquee of Jehovah to provide the
covenant of grace. The very term “grace,” so ofteged in the English language,
indicates sovereignty. Let us not flatter oursela¢sll in this matter, as if every one
who may have the mere term “grace” on his lipsasbe saved, or that he knows
anything at all of what that implies in the Scripguisense. We have no doubt whatever
but the trembling, tossed child of God is oftenagdrthat he or she never understood the
spiritual meaning of what “grace” implies in therfpture sense, but such people are
made painfully conscious of this fact that they angirely unworthy of grace. The Lord
says to them, “My grace is sufficient for thee.”erbold hypocrite assumes the attitude
that if he performs a few rounds of formal dutibatthe puts even the Most High under
obligations to acknowledge and reward him. Whaeksion!

There are only two classes of people in the worlgekevers and unbelievers. “And
the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy woiatd two manner of people shall be
separated from thy bowels; and the one people bleadkronger than the other people, and
the elder shall serve the younger” (Genesis 25:@23bhis case, as in the former, Jacob is
typical of the church. He was separated from hather from their mother’'s womb. This
was according to the election of grace. The chwtliGod is one nation of believers,
elected from all eternity in Christ Jesus, the Reeder of Israel. It is one family, and there
is no schism in this church in her past and prebetbry, and we have divine warrant to
believe that there shall be none in her future difel history. “There is one body and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of yaliirg: One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is above all, andbugh you all, and in you all”
(Ephesians 4:4-6).

Believers were like other sinners, without God, anthout hope in the world. It was
the Holy Spirit that called them all from Abel doward, and onwards to the end of time.
He alone can call the soul of man to life, repeatatowards God, and faith in the Lord
Jesus. This is the work of the Spirit. They weledald in trespasses and sins. They had
no desire to turn from their evil ways, until thpi®t of God began to convince them of
their forlorn and benighted condition. We beliebatt Abraham was as ignorant of God
before he was called as Paul was before his colmver§hey were all alike as far as their
state and nature was concerned. The differencatiomality, colour, or culture makes no
difference in the nature and state of sinners lgeféod. They need the same power to
change them, and the same grace to save them. t®ehaf Jacob, come ye, and let us
walk in the light of the Lord” (Isaiah 2:5).

It was the same Spirit that illuminated her patldemthe Patriarchal, Mosaic, and
Apostolic dispensations. Their faith was in the i8hpromised of God before His advent
as sure as their faith is in Him since His ascemsiéor the life of the flesh is in the
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blood; and | have given it to you upon the altantake an atonement for your souls; for
it is the blood that maketh an atonement for thel’s@_eviticus 17:11). The blood of
innocent animals was typical of the blood of thenbaof God. The house of Jacob could
not appear before the Most High without blood. HsaGod that enjoined upon them to
use this symbol; and to neglect or disrespect & warime which meant the death of the
criminal. Under the present dispensation, no one warship God without faith in the
blood of Christ as presented in the Gospel — “lromhwe have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to tlebes of His grace” (Ephesians 1:7). The
house of Jacob under the Mosaic dispensation wiedcholy, not that any one in the
nation was holy as to their state or nature, butabhse of their privileges, and being
separated from the idolatrous nations around tH&mor circumcision verily profiteth if
thou keep the law; but if thou be a breaker of tae, thy circumcision is made
uncircumcision” (Romans 2:25). They were not aljeeerated, as their history makes
that very evident. We may be circumcised or bagtisend received into external union
with the Church, and remain in our hearts and saatéar away from God as the Pagans
that never heard that there was a God. The co@impirch of Rome claims that all who
profess faith in her sacraments and pays homageet®ope of Rome, and obedience to
her priests, shall be in heaven, and none elsereThee others, especially the Greek
Church and the sacerdotal party in the Episcopalr€h of England, putting forth the
same unscriptural claims. Their opinion is that manited by the same profession,
irrespective of their walk, life, and conversati@ne the Church, and outside this society
there cannot be salvation. We know that the Epiac@murch of England in her best days
held different views from what she holds now. Themugs of her clergy are quite prepared
to unite with Rome any day, while others would imdjly do the same were it not that
they do not care to acknowledge the Pontiff of Raaseher supreme bishop. Although
thousands of her pastors are prepared to unite Rattme any day, she claims to be the
Church of Christ. The Presbyterian Churches areftdl®wing in the same dreadful path,
and boast in external unity, toleration, and amm@lgton at the expense of Divine truth.
The Jews still claim that they, and they alone, e people of God and His chosen
nation, and that all outside their society are dedro eternal wrath. “O, my soul, come
not thou into their secret; unto their assemblynenhonour, be not thou united: For in
their anger they slew a man, and in their self-whiy digged down a wall” (Genesis
49:6).

II. The King that was to reign over “this house.”

We need not enter into any discussion as to whda<thg was, nor whom the angel
meant. For it is obvious that Luke’s narrative dram other parts of holy writ that the
Royal King was and is Jesus Christ. Now a King ppg®ses a kingdom, and a
kingdom subjects.

The Lord Jesus was the anointed King of Zion whood Gppointed to reign and
rule over His elect Church. God declares concerriimg King — “Behold my servant,
whom | uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delightel will put my Spirit upon Him:
He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles” (Ea42:1). And in Psalm 2:6 — “Yet
have | set my King upon my holy hill of Zion; Psalbh®:16 — “The Lord is King for
ever and ever”; and in Psalm 149:2 — “Let the at@idof Zion be joyful in their King.”
The Prophet Isaiah confirms this when he says + firime eyes have seen the King, the
Lord of Hosts.” “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Aioshout, O daughter of Jerusalem:
behold thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, armdihg saation, lowly, and riding
upon an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an ass.”

The Lord Jesus is the Second Person, possessedirate power and glory. He is
not less nor greater than the Father, nor the $pat equal in all the essential
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attributes of Godhead. He was elected by God frdnetarnity to be the Saviour and
Redeemer of Israel. God calls Him “mine elect.” M&as elected, appointed, and
anointed. The marvellous wonder of redeeming laveevealed in the election of the
Second Person. But let us not for a moment thiradt the love of the Father in electing
His Son was greater or less than that of Chridte@noming the servant of Jehovah for
saving the Church. No. There is no inequality ia thve of the Persons of the Trinity.
The Persons are the same in “substance, equamwerpand in glory.”

It was absolutely essential before redemption cdngdhttained in strict justice, that
the Redeemer should be possessed of infinite amdhat attributes. Therefore, those
who do deny or belittle the eternal Godhead of &thrdeny the way of salvation
through Christ: and hence close the only door gfehand mercy against themselves.
The blasphemous theories of the so-called theohsgat to-day that the mere example
of Christ is all that is necessary, say — “AwaylwHim! away with Him! crucify Him!
crucify Him!” For the weakest believers Christ i@ as to His Divine Person, and as
Kinsman Redeemer He is God and Man, two naturdsdisn the one Person for ever.

Again, let us consider His work. He was electedyapted and anointed to do the
will of the Father who sent Him. The Church that ¢étame to redeem was dead in sin,
living without God and without hope in the worldatdn was her master, his service her
delight, and sinful lusts her destruction. It mirstve been infinite love indeed that
would for a moment consider her redemption. But @olbve. No wonder, although the
Apostle John would declare — “Behold what mannelogé.”

Let us now consider the work her King was to doe Tgfower of Satan was to be
destroyed. The King was commissioned to do thisHe came to destroy the works of
the devil. The law that was dishonoured, violatadd profaned had to be exalted. The
claims of divine justice had to be satisfied; iftnthe “flaming sword” would never
admit her into God’s love and favour again. Thisrkvaould not be accomplished
unless the King would assume bone of her bone,flasth of her flesh, which He did
according to the time appointed in the decrees od.GHe took to Himself a true body
and a reasonable soul, united it to His divine BersBehold a virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanusididh 7:14). “And the angel
answered and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shaflecapon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee. Therefore, alsa, llody thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).

Paul, in writing to Timothy, declares it to be aofound mystery. “And without
controversy great is the mystery of godliness. @@d manifest in the flesh, justified in
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gsntbelieved on in the world, received
up into glory” (1 Timothy 3:16). The Church of Gguins holy trembling with her mirth
in contemplating the infinite wisdom, power, an@ryl revealed in the manifestation of
the Son of God.

It requires on our part the utmost reverence, thedeence and the love of our whole
being when meditating upon the manifestation of Bmorel. “Kiss the Son, lest He be
angry, and ye perish from the way, when His wratkindled but a little. Blessed are all
they that put their trust in Him” (Psalm 2:12). Tatre, Christ being possessed of
infinite power, was capable to meet on the one hhedclaims of divine justice; and on
the other hand to destroy the power of Satan owerGhurch. He had to contend with
the full rage of devils. For the Church was nobtodelivered without a severe struggle,
agony, humiliation, and finally death. It was iretkapacity of King that He went out
against the Devil, the Prince of darkness, andhsolute equity destroyed the Devil's
power over His church for eternity. It was as tleamb of God that taketh away the sin of
the world that He met the claims and demands ahdiyustice. In virtue of His finished
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work, He reigned, ruled, and governed over His chdrom her very infancy; and shall
continue to reign to the end of time over His cliurlt was by His Spirit that Abel was
called to the life of faith which he so nobly sehleith his blood, through imparted grace.
It was by His Word and Spirit that the church dgrthe Patriarchal period was governed,
taught, and led out of all her troubles and diffis. The same is true concerning the
church during the Mosaic dispensation. “The Lorsl God is with him, and the shout of a
King is among them” (Numbers 23:21). The church trhesdelivered from the power of
sin and Satan. There is no inclination in the cormwill to leave the service of sin and
Satan. It requires infinite power, wisdom, lovedanercy to wean her from the Devil’'s
service. The Lord Jesus by His Spirit quickenstbenealise how hopeless and helpless is
her condition. The quickened soul feels how drebdfis to be under the wrath of God.
We do not speak about the measure that each amdagllhave been made conscious of,
but this is a fact, that we are positively asswetfom God’s truth, that sin is made bitter
to the child of God. The soul is made willing bysHireat power to leave the service of
Satan. Rebekah was no more willing to leave hdrefidd house for Isaac’s sake than the
soul made willing is to leave the service and kimgdof Satan. The church of God is one
in this respect, the Spirit quickens, the mode pérating upon the soul is a hidden
mystery, which reveals the nature of the work damehe light of God’s truth, in the
walk, life, and conversation of the regeneratedris€hmust be the object of faith. The
Holy Spirit glorifies Christ in the soul by faittand the Spirit shall not glorify another
object for Christ.

The church, under the Jewish dispensation, diddifdér in this respect from the
church under the present dispensation. The objdeith was Christ under both modes of
dispensations and administrations. When the chwgbrcised faith in Christ the
sacrificial offerings were only means to confirnr lre her faith in Christ promised. When
her faith rested merely in the sacrifices, then shased to worship and serve God. It is
by His Word and Spirit that He reigned, reigns, aall reign. He over-rules all the
designs of His enemies in every age of time. Nobddbhe Devil thought if Abel was
murdered that grace and godliness would perish wth. But Satan only defeated his
own ends as usual. The church in Egypt was likdi&y but her dying groans were her
very life and resurrection. Her King came down anade bare His holy arm, destroyed
her powerful enemies, delivered her, and broughttbethe wilderness to cleanse and
purify her. The Lord Jesus knows when and how tiovele His church. His love to her
never changes. His care over her is the same imyegeneration. The ages and
generations of men make no changes in the decfde=awen. “Thou art from everlasting
to everlasting God.” So sang the church thousamgears ago, and that is her song now
as then, and will be for ever.

It is our duty to examine in the light of divinauith His manner of reigning and ruling
over the church. We have already pointed out thatas by His Word and Spirit that
Christ was reigning over the church in every agéée’ King, eternal, immortal, invisible”
never changes, and, therefore, there is no changkesigovernment, nor in the manner of
His ruling the church. The church under the theogmaas governed and regulated by the
Spirit and Word of God. The precepts and laws ofl @@re given to her as her only rule
to direct and guide her in her life, walk, and cersation. She was not to deviate an iota
from the prescribed rules, laws, and regulatiorsceed and enjoined upon her, for if so,
she would cease to be the church of God. The pkasg, and peasant were to obey and
observe the laws of God most strictly in their mxstpve spheres. There was no distinction
between persons at all under this dispensation ncenthan at the present time. The
Higher Critics of that day were punished by deah,we read in the case of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram (Numbers 16:32). And let us bews#here shall be no excuse for
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Higher Critics at last. God is as holy and just resvHe was then. “But if the ministration
of death, written and engraven in stones, was gl so that the children of Israel could
not steadfastly behold the face of Moses or theyghd his countenance; which glory was
to be done away; how shall not the ministrationtlod Spirit be rather glorious?” (2
Corinthians 3:7-8). Under the present dispensatimnexternal mode of ministration is
changed; but the Spirit is the same, and will coui to be the same to the end of time.
The Lord Jesus as Head of His church governs ale$ the church by His Word and
Spirit now as then.

There are many associations setting forth highntdaio be the only true church of
God. But it is not by our profession we are onatasions known, but by the fruit we
bring forth. The church that does not adhere toWwhsd of God in church government,
practice, discipline, doctrine, and worship is pea revolt against the authority of Christ
as King over Zion. The unity and communion of saioan only be realised by faith in
Christ through the Word of God. Communion with fh&ther and Son through the Holy
Spirit can only be experienced through and in therd\bf God. The courts of His church
militant must be ruled, governed. and regulatedHiyy Word and Spirit. The church or
society that forsakes the divine rule given to guahd direct her ceases to be the church
of Christ. The churches in our native land thatt cdéthe easy yoke of Christ ceased to
be the churches of Christ. They are simply synagedgf Satan. We may be despised as a
church, our ministers and office-bearers consideligdrate, narrow-minded, intolerant,
and vain-glorious for endeavouring to adhere towed of God, and to the blessed Lord
Jesus as our only Saviour and King. The sneerseof ghall be of little moment on the
great Day of Judgment, when the King Eternal sialister all the forces of heaven
against all who lived ungodly in this present li¥¥e can claim (and our bitterest enemies
cannot deny us that) that we are endeavouring heradin the courts of our church to the
Word of God, where His adorable will and purposenesde known unto men. And Christ
through His blessed Word is reigning and rulingur midst, and as long as we continue
and remain faithful to our trust, the King of Zievill continue faithful unto us. He will
not forsake His Word, neither shall He forsake thedho adhere to Him in His Word.
There are some churches which profess that thegugethat the Bible contains the Word
of God, but that belief may mean anything or noghi@ur Church believes the whole
Bible to be the Word of God, from Genesis to Retrefa If one part of it is disputed,
then the whole must fall with the disputed partisiinot like the records of fallen men.
Some of it may be quite accurately recorded; wbileer parts might not be so. The Bible
is of divine origin, and meant to be absolutelyetin every part of it. There can be no
half-way in this matter.

It is the society of believers which adhere to Werd of God that can claim to be the
Church of Christ. Christ cannot acknowledge soegtvhich on the one hand dispute the
eternal prerogatives that belong to Himself, andre@nother hand disown His laws, rules,
and government as these are infallibly publishedenrthe immediate guidance of the
Holy Spirit in the Word of God. We have every ptésiauthority to stand steadfast and
unmoveable through His promised grace in our preatitude towards the Lord Jesus as
King of Zion; and towards other associations whidve ceased in part or in whole to
acknowledge Christ as King of Zion.

[Il. The continuity of His reign.

He was visibly reigning over the Church from thelieat period of her history. He
reigns now through His Word and the courts of Hiarch. The officers of the church are
bound to administer according to His Word. Pastres duty bound to rule according to
His Word. Elders and deacons are duty bound to adeording to His Word. The
members are duty bound to live and walk in thisldi@ccording to His Word. College
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professors are duty bound to teach the youth utid@r charge and care according to the
Word of God. Teachers who neglect their duty far gopular applause of the masses, or
for selfish aggrandisement, cease to be teachettseifChurch of Christ. The Lord Jesus
shall summon us ere long to our final account, wedcannot afford to neglect our duty
towards Him. The souls of men demand of us to lxéffd to them. If not they shall cry
eternally against us. The children yet unborn deinafnus to be faithful to their precious
souls. If we shall not hand to them what we haweined (or profess to have received)
from the hands of Christ by His Spirit, we mustg&s eternity with their curses upon our
heads.

The cause of Christ is (evidently) universally loand the power of Satan raging
throughout the world. However, there is a gloridusure before the church of God.
While we do not hold, nor countenance, pre-Milleimiviews, yet we do believe that the
cause of Christ shall prosper throughout the wivadeld. The Jews shall be brought to
acknowledge Christ, the fulness of the Gentileslisha brought in, and Christ, the
immortal King shall reign by His Spirit and Wordh& prince and peasant shall flock to
His raised-up banner. The Cross of Christ will grimations, black, white, and yellow, to
bow before His throne, and pay homage to Him bthfaand shall submit to His laws in
love and obedience to His divine command. Satan itm@yimitating (by a godless
League of Nations) the glorious league of natiomsirdy the Millennium, but Christ
promised the Church to sweep Satan and his leaguférthe face of the earth for a
thousand years. He will do it, too. Then after Médlennium comes the end of the
world — the Day of Judgment. Believers will be edsup in glory and honour on that
day. The wicked, too, shall be raised, but, alags for their eternal punishment — “For
the wages of sin is death.”

Let us hold fast by our profession in the strengtipromised grace. We have every
reason why we should be thankful to the Head ofGherch for continuing His loving
kindness and tender mercies towards us. He isfyaggiby His Word and Spirit in our
midst against sin, Satan, and the world. We hunti#lieve that precious souls are
quickened in our midst, and that the church of Godomforted from day to day by the
ministration of the sealing ordinances, the pulgireaching of the Word and through
private and public prayer meetings. We long foroatpouring of His Spirit among Jews
and Gentiles. “He shall have dominion also from &eaea, and from the river unto the

ends of the earth.”
[February 1925]
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Short Expositions.

[These notes were sent us by an esteemed frie@tasley, Ontario, and are taken from a diary of
the late Rev. John Ross, who was so highly esteegnedrtpeople in Ontario. — Editor.]

By the lateRev. JOHN Ross Brucefield Ontario.

“Verily | say unto you, Whosoever shall not receikie kingdom of God as a little child,
he shall not enter therein” — Mark 10:15.

The spirit in which the kingdom of God must be ieed is that of a little child.
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God hi$le child shall not enter therein. This
makes it quite sure that those who receive nokithgdom of God as a little child shall miss
it and be shut out. They can have no part or ldt in

(1) The kingdom of God means the gospel, or thte st& reconciliation and
favour with God into which the gospel introducdsadio receive it.

(2) It means that state of holy walk with God, andHis service to which He
calls you by the gospel.

(3) That state of glory and eternal happiness,escltand dignity, which is the
present hope of all who heartily receive the gaspée Lord Jesus Christ is
King over the kingdom of God, and all who enteoithis kingdom submit to
His will.

This kingdom is spiritual, altogether differentidndhe kingdoms of this world. It is not in
word but in power; not in meat and drink, but ighteousness and joy in the Holy Ghost.
This kingdom is given to us, spread out before affered to us, and pressed upon our
acceptance and it only remains that we receivi is. given on God’s part, and when that
which He has given is received by us, it is ours.

The spirit in which this is done is representedhat of a little child. Let us endeavour to
understand in what respects we must receive tlgglkim of God as a little child.

(1) A little child believes readily. It has no dslished opinions and conclusions
of its own which stand in the way of receiving agetwith full faith what he is
told. He does not consider difficulties and stdafections and set up reasonings
of his own, but without questioning he believes @ is seriously told by one
who has never deceived him. As a little child westmeceive the testimony of
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God regarding His kingdom, otherwise we cannot retiterein. We enter by
faith, and he who holds his own opinions and setdig own reasonings and
hearkens to his own thoughts instead of receiviog'§&testimony and relying
upon it cannot believe, and so cannot enter irkdkthgdom of God.

(2) A little child is comparatively free of guil@here is a frankness and candour
and openness about a little child that you do mat With grown-up people. In
this also the little child represents the true €tran. Behold an Israelite indeed
in whom is no guile. There was no guile found ieitimouth. The guileful spirit
is offensive to God, and is a great obstacle tih fai

(3) The little child knows its own weakness, canlitite for itself. He feels his
need of support, care, help, guidance, protectiod, this is also the spirit of all
who receive the kingdom of God. They know they carput away their own
guilt, illuminate their own minds, change their owearts, subdue their own
sins, defend themselves against Satan and the ,worlddo anything for
themselves.

(4) The little child is easily weaned from all itherished tastes. Its affections
can be weaned from what it at present loves mast, iacan place them on
others. It is not so with the grown-up person. Amdhis also the little child is
an illustration of the spirit in which men must eee the kingdom of God. They
must transfer their affections from the world tsue Christ — to God. All other
ties must yield to His claims. All idols must bedvn down and cast away.
Your soul must become as a weaned child, weaned yimur own ways, your
own will, your own pleasures, your own thoughtsuryown thoughts of God
and of Christ, and of His truth, your own thougtuf yourself, your own
righteousness, your own companions, and all thigt world holds dear and
precious. You must forget your own people and yatirer’'s house, and go with
the King. In this you must be like the child, wednk is a beautiful thing to be a
little child in the hands of Jesus, in the handsaofracious Father. If the
kingdom of God must be received in this way, thers inot by working, by
merit, by qualifying ourselves for it, working oetses into it, thinking and
reasoning ourselves into it. All this long preparatyou are making to
qualify yourself for Christ is labour in vain. Yaare building a Babel from
which you must desist. Receive the kingdom of Gad aa little child,
otherwise Christ has, in the words of the textefearned you that you cannot
enter therein.

But you say — It is hard to become a little chiBt it is what you ought to be. What
are you before the infinite God? Paul said — “Thouidpe nothing.” Nebuchadnezzar said
— “All the inhabitants of the earth are reputednashing.” And in the 40th chapter of
Isaiah you read, “Behold the nations are as a dfapbucket, and are counted as the dust
of the balance; behold, He taketh up the islesasralittle thing. All nations before Him
are as nothing, and are counted to Him less thammmpand vanity.” Before this Glorious
Being is it too much to become a little child, awtien He makes to you a gift of His
kingdom that you should receive it as a little dhiand be a little child in His hand,
confiding in Him and trusting in Him as a littleitthin his father and friend? Trust in His
guidance as a little child trusts. Be open andKramth God like a little child. Put away
your deceit and guile, and appear before God i yue character, owning what you are.
Know your own weakness and helplessness, and thatnged the grace of God for
everything. Be humble and teachable like the litthdd. Be obedient like the little child,
and be like the weaned child in renouncing all tisapleasant to you but offensive to
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God. Thus receive the kingdom of God, and you séiadér therein and find rest to your
souls.

What considerations shall | present, then, to wy@e thus to enter into the kingdom
of God? Let the misery of your present state aallarf being urge you to press into the
kingdom; let the destruction to which you are ex@b&om the world urge you to lose no
time in entering into this kingdom. Let the certginhat the kingdom of God has come
nigh to you in very deed urge you to press int@ibd has in very deed made an offer of
His Son to you as a guilty sinner. That offer liesfore you. Let the blessedness that
awaits you in the kingdom of God make you press iint Let the claims which God your
Creator and Jesus Christ the Redeemer have upomrgguyou to press into it. Let the
shortness of life, the uncertainty of it, young marge you to press into the kingdom of
God as little children. Lay down your proud weaponsebellion and pride and mocking,
and seek the kingdom of God. You will find in clegi with Christ and yielding
yourselves up to Him, a peace and joy and strenfth kind the world can never give
you. Consecrate the days of your youth to God anglour gracious Redeemer. Young
women, you, too, enter the kingdom of God as litthédren. Just as you are. Own Him
as the only one who can do for you all you needu ¥an no more roll off your guilt than
a child can roll away a mountain. You can no mdease your hearts than the Ethiopian
can change his colour or the leopard his spots. drd Jesus the Saviour must do all.
Nothing can be done without Him.

“Verily | say unto you, Whosoever shall not receth® kingdom of God as a little
child shall not enter therein.” From the very nataf the case he shall not enter therein.
The nature of God’s kingdom makes it impossiblee Hatual state and temper of men’s
minds towards the kingdom of God makes it impossildilhe very end for which the
Kingdom of God is set up makes it impossible. Baft! it is a becoming thing and a
sweet thing to become as a little child in conrmattvith such a matter.

Will God care for those whom His own grace and eag has brought to become
little children? If He sees them going astray, wenmy, will He not bring them back?
When He sees them in danger, will He not, at thendf their cry, come to their rescue?

When He sees them loaded with heavy burdens, wél gt say, “Give me thy
burden, it is too heavy for thee?” Will He not traand teach them? Never fear that He
will cast off any whom He has brought to confideHmm as little children. There is not a
more beautiful text than this in all the Scriptufend there is no attitude of spirit more
becoming in itself, or more pleasing to God, thhattof little children towards Him.
Towards whom should you be as little children ift nowards Him who is love, perfect

love, love that passeth knowledge, He who lovedpéisple and gave Himself for them?
[March 1925]
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Short Expositions.
By the lateRev. JOHN Ross Brucefield Ontario.

.
“And he besought Him much that He would not serefrttaway out of the country” — Mark 5:10.

This shows

(1) that the devils knew and acknowledged the poswehe Lord Jesus. They
knew not only that He could put them out of the mbuat also out of the
country and out of the world.

(2) These words show the dread which the devilsehafvthe punishment
which they know is awaiting them.

(3) These words show that communion with men, pgsea of men,

dwelling in them and among them, is much relishgdhiem.

They besought Him much that He would not send tleaern of the country. They
besought Him much, as much as a man would beséatiné¢ might not be banished from
his country and home, treasures and friends andspltes. A man who felt himself
threatened with banishment from all these by one Wwad full power to do it would
beseech him much to be allowed to remain, and woutéat for all the mitigation of his
sentence that could be obtained by entreaty. Amgl ttie Legion did in this case. The
power of the Lord Jesus over them, the dread ofighmment, and a passion for
communion with men — wicked men — are the leadiogngs which we see in this
conduct on the part of the Legion. And this leadgaiinquire, why devils desire, covet
and eagerly seek to retain the society of men. Tieyg do so is most manifest from this
text, and from all parts of Scripture. And thisaidact that has too serious and important a
bearing on the condition of men to be neglectedhieyn. The Legion is not indifferent as
to whether he is to dwell with men, or to be senoithe deep. They besought Him much
that He would not send them out of the country. Amd because he and men agreed well
together.

They suited him and he suited them. Their habits tastes had so much in common.
The strongest likings and passions of their natanel his strongest likings and passions
altogether agreed. The body of the Jewish natiathendays of the Saviour was under his
power and in his service. So that the Saviourhm epistle to the angel of the church of
Philadelphia, says — “I will make them of the syogge of Satan who say they are Jews
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and are not, but do lie. Behold, | will make thesrcome and worship before thy feet, and
to know that | have loved thee”. They said theyevéews, and Jews they were according
to the flesh, but Jews they were not inwardly, &meé worshippers they were not, but the
synagogue of Satan. They were Satan’s own. Theg aweimated by his spirit, they loved
his image, and did his work, and what father woudd beseech much that he should not
be sent away from his children. If Satan has ckildrdepend upon it he has a fondness
and liking for them. He wants to be with them, amidl try all he can not to part with
them: he will beseech the Lord Himself much noséad him away from them.

There is the closest relationship existing betwkedlen men and fallen angels. There
is an intimacy between them, and bonds of the g&shkind exist — bonds which may be
called bonds of love, satanic love, that drawsaduthis desire towards them. Bonds such
as exist between the fornicator and his harlotwben the drunkard and his cups and
companions in sin, between the hunter and his gdratyeen the lion and his prey,
between the miser and his gold, between the schamthe pliant, ready agents of his
craft, between the giver and the receiver, betwtwn speaker and his willing, eager
hearers, between the king and his subjects. It @ariherefore, be marvelled at that he
besought Jesus much that He would not send theny autaof the country. This would
be against all his likings and against all his iegts. He had schemes in hand which he
had not yet developed. He was carrying on a traddull profits of which he had not yet
reaped. And to be sent away out of the country euthhis profits and investments
gathered and reaped would be a sore loss. To have sb much and to lose all, and see
all his schemes blasted and his hopes blighted wieewas about to realise them was
something he could not endure. All the principléSatan’s nature, all the interests which
he has at stake in the world, and all that he keasis heart upon from the day he caused
the fall of man is at work in him, prompting him keep his hold of all he has got into his
power. Let me try and open the subject more pdeity Why did he beseech Him that
he would not send them away out of the country?

(1) Because he delights in communion with men, wechknen. He has a present
gratification in fellowship with them. He likes gee them, to hear them, to dwell where
they are dwelling, and mingle in all business americourse. Sin is his present work and
delight. And men can rival him in sinning. Men tgileasure in sin, and sin with all their
might, with their whole heart, in sinning lies thgy. And Satan is like them in this, that
sin affords him all the delight and happiness ofalirhis nature is now capable. No idol
of fashion, no idol of society, ever dreads andikis expulsion from the circles in which
he moves as Satan dreads the disgrace and losk exypealsion from the circles which he
haunts.

(2) Not only has he present gratification in hunsaciety, but he has his hands full
of work among them. He finds ample employment frhés fertile and active mind
among them. He is in his own kingdom, in his owalds, with all his machinery in active
operation around him, with his whole heart set updrat he is doing. He is not playing
nor carrying on his work with any measure of indifnce as to whether he will prosper
or fail in what he is doing. He means business sirimss at the present moment with far-
reaching consequences in view, making investmemdslaying out much with a view to
future profits, and in the midst of all this to Baddenly arrested and threatened with
expulsion and lose all he has done is somethindreads. He besought Him much that
He would not send them away out of the country.sTould be to stop all the business
he was carrying on, and lose the profits of whah&e already done.

When the Lord rebuked Peter, saying — “Get theanoeme, Satan,” He gave the
reason in the following words: — “For thou savounest the things that be of God, but the
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things that be of men,” showing that to savourttiiags that be of men is the same thing
as being of Satan. The things of men, of which rmpprove, relish of their own accord,
are also of Satan. “And the serpent cast out offosith water as a flood after the woman

that he might cause her to be carried away of lbwdf (Revelation 12:15).
[April 1925]

A Sermon.

By theREV. MURDO MORRISON LOCHINVER.

Preached in the First Free Presbyterian Churclcofl&d,
Vancouver, B.C., 14th September 1924.

(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“And in this mountain shall the Lord of Hosts maketo all people a feast of fat things, a feast of
wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow,vaihes oh the lees well refined” — Isaiah 25:6.

You will notice that the Prophet praises God whendonsiders His dealings with
wicked nations in the past, and how He brought damd laid low the mighty, as
described in the second verse, and on the othet, lveimen He remembered the poor and
needy, who, as His people, bore the traits of @lanscharacter as portrayed in the fourth
verse. That shows the judgments which God was ete&s inflict upon the haughty and
the high and the proud in the past, and the lokingness which He showed to those who
are here described as poor, when he says, “For llagtibeen a strength to the poor, a
strength to the needy in his distress, a refugeftbe storm, a shadow from the heat.”
God’s Word tells us that He will give grace to themble, and that He will send away the
proud empty; and there would be some hope for yetewou coming here this evening,
conscious of your need, your poverty, your helpiess, but so long as you think that you
can do something whereby you can reconcile youtse®od and procure His favour, so
long will you not enjoy any of the blessings of\sdlon as they are set forth before us in
the everlasting Gospel.

I. Now, in directing your attention to this passafjeshould like to refer,
first of all, to the Maker of the feast, for he sagere — “And in this
mountain shall the Lord of Hosts make unto all deap feast.” Who is it
that makes this feast? It is the Lord of Hosts.

ll. In the second place, we shall endeavour todadig@ur attention to the
place where this feast is made — the place wheréeihst is made is “in this
mountain.”

lIl. In the third place, we have what is providear fin the feast. The
material of the feast is two-fold. There are that“things” and there are
the “wines on the lees.”

IV. In the fourth and last place, we have the pedpk whom this feast is
made. It is made for all people, for he says héeAmd in this mountain
shall the Lord of Hosts make unto all people a feasit is unto all
people and for all kinds of people.

I. Now, we shall consider the Maker of this feast.
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(1) As a feast is made among men, you will noticat tit is not everyone who is
capable of providing a feast or of going to the exge of making one. Suppose, just
now, that one on equal footing with yourselves,ihgwo more riches behind him than
you have, were to announce that he would provideast, and that he would invite
some people to that feast, and you were among thosted, it would not raise very
great hopes in you, and why? Because this pers@seurces could not go very far
towards providing a lavish feast, and if he wer@tovide it for a still larger number, he
would become bankrupt. He would not have sufficiemstources behind him to meet the
expenses involved. Further, if you heard of a wechh man announcing his purpose of
providing a feast in Vancouver, and this man samitations to all and sundry, and that
you had every warrant to come to that feast, thext would justify you in cherishing
delightful hopes and expectations. You would beetakip with it. You would say to
yourselves, surely this rich man will provide sohieg very delicious and attractive. |
should like to go to this feast. Now, if that maene to propose that this feast should be
open, not only to the people of Vancouver, but he twvhole of the inhabitants of
Canada, or say, further afield, then that would m#meat perhaps all his resources would
be taxed to the uttermost, and he would be in danferinging himself to bankruptcy,
however rich he might be. Now, supposing again thatGovernment of this country,
with all its resources behind it, should underté&kerovide and sustain all the subjects
within its territory, and if it should say, “We dhaupport you, every one of you, for an
indefinite period of time,” it would soon collapsi.could not meet the demands made
upon it. Its coffers would soon become depleted ianvould be in danger of becoming
bankrupt, and all the resources that may be beamdman, or the strongest nations of
the earth, would but support a small section ofgbpulation of the earth after all.

(2) This is one thing we must realise as true - thlhen one makes a feast, he
must be rich. A poor person could never providecast. But here we have one who
makes a feast, and it is the Lord of Glory, andisleich, infinitely rich, infinitely and
unspeakably rich; for He is rich in His nature,Hins own nature — the nature of God
embracing His eternal attributes; infinitely ricimca glorious in Himself, altogether
lovely, and should be the object of every ratiooadature’s adoration and admiration.
For this God of the Bible is a God who is infingeholy and blessed in Himself, and
that necessarily arises from His own nature andpédections of that nature. He is
boundless in His immensity as He is self-existenHis being. He derives no existence
from any, but in and from Himself, and He is with@ibeginning and without an end;
everlastingly the same, and unchangeable yestetdagay, and for ever. That is the
Person who provides this feast. A Person rich ia kature, and not only is He rich in
His nature, but He is rich in His Providence. Alead friends, the earth and all that it
contains belongs unto the Lord. The whole earthjtalriches, all the minerals in its
bowels, all that the earth yields on its surfaaed all the creatures that move upon the
face of the earth, God can claim as His own. HiaésCreator of all, and His claim is by
right of possession and creation. Think of His eshin His providence, when He
sustains all beings. When He gives them their nredue season, and sustains man and
beast, as we were singing in the opening Psalmupt®lds them day after day, out of
the riches of His providence. The earth is yieldaoptinually its riches to man for his
sustenance and support, and is it not because rafthiat these have never failed? We
are daily laden with His benefits. Great is Histlifulness in giving us health and life,
and in providing food convenient for us from thetbaand from the sea. The earth and
the sea are laid under tribute to provide for thetenance and for the support of human
life. Think of His riches in His providence, how He providing for everyone. His
resources never fail; His providential resourcegemeome to an end; He is continually
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meeting our wants, and yet how seldom we think ohHhe great and merciful God.
We will not as much as acknowledge Him. The mosthef people in Canada and upon
the face of the earth to-day will not acknowledgedGin His mercies, which He is
showering upon them day after day. They are ashamedvn Him. When the Heathen,
the Chinese, and the Japanese, and all the devotdalse religions are not ashamed to
acknowledge their own false gods — the Japanebesiworship to Buddha, the Chinaman
in his worship of Confucius — all have their owndgo all acknowledge them, bowing
down before them, and yet, when you think of thisag and mighty God whom we
profess to worship, and whom the lukewarm professdrthis age will not as much as
own in connection with the food they eat from dayday. To-day you have an example of
the most callous ingratitude. Do they ever expthsg thankfulness to Him for providing
them with the necessaries of life, and yet, ondtieer hand, if a present were given to
you by some person, you would be profuse in youysressions of thankfulness and
gratitude for such a gift, but not one word will me out of your mouth in
acknowledgment to God for supplying your needs thggyday. Ah, what an awful
condition we are in. No wonder though our condenomatvill have many aggravations at
last.

(3) Let me now speak of the riches of His gracee Tibhes of Grace are infinite, for
we read of the riches of His Grace, of His Glotye exceeding riches of His Goodness;
the riches of His Mercy; the riches of His Lovedaail these riches are behind the feast
that is here set before you, and these are vastrexthaustible resources. The riches of
His Love and of His Glory and of His Mercy, as raked to us, are altogether wonderful,
and should be the subject constantly of our madiatas well as of our adoration.
Fellow-sinner, is He not a rich provider? As hasrbsaid already, he who makes a feast
must be rich, or else the feast might draw too muggbn his resources and cause him to
fail; but not so Jehovah, who giveth liberally imetriches of His Grace, and it is the
riches of His Grace that are wholly responsibletfos feast; that move Him to make this
feast for man, for He sees man as poor and destiiistHe says here, “For thou hast been
a strength to the needy in His distress; a refugmfthe storm; a shadow from the heat,
when the blast of the terrible ones is as a stagairst the wall.” And we, friends, came
all to be bankrupt in the fall of our first covetdread. God had enriched us when we
came from His hand, with His own image, and He kgptcommunion with us by the
Holy Ghost; but when we fell, we were deprived dif these rights, and we became
exceedingly poor and destitute, and hopelesslyediiand undone for time and for
eternity.

Here, then, you have God providing a feast. Maim i@ spiritually starving condition.
His soul is starving, and he will inevitably dieeatally, unless there is a provision made
such as the prophet says, “And in this mountairllgha Lord of Hosts make unto all
people a feast of fat things, a feast of winesltmnlees, of fat things full of marrow, of
wines on the lees well refined.” Think now of Hislres, for there are no bounds to them.
They are incalculable. They cannot be searchedy Bhne incomprehensible; Jehovah’s
riches, which are behind this wonderful feast foams soul, are exhibited in the
everlasting Gospel.

(4) There is another thing which is always assedatith the maker of a feast, and
that is, he is not only rich, but he is also kindigposed and liberal-handed, for when he
makes a feast, it implies that he is a very kindigposed person, and not only kindly
disposed, but exceedingly liberal with his resoardéde is not niggardly at all, and there
is something noble about a person who, when undeshiigation whatsoever to do so,
provides a great feast. It reveals his liberalityl d&is generous disposition, and that he
likes to share with others his possessions. Isethet something noble in this feast? Oh,
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friends, think of God, the Lord of Heaven, desirtogshare with us His own possessions,
His own blessings, and His own happiness; His owate, His love, His truth, and all
that He has He desires to share with us. He ishgodl-minded and so liberal-handed, as
it is said in Isaiah 32:8 — “But the liberal dewuisdiberal things, and by liberal things
shall he stand,” and here is One who is exceedihiggral in His nature, desiring liberal
things for us, and by these liberal things He &dseto say that He will stand, and does
He not give proof of it in the Gospel, of the fe&st is making, otherwise, the Word of
God is meaningless. It is said that He giveth Ebigrunto all and upbraideth not. He
says, “Ask and ye shall receive; seek and ye dhmal| knock and it shall be opened unto
you.” Here is liberality and generosity of an unalskind on the part of God towards
men; so you shall have no excuse at last, if yautinae in a Christless state and in the
state in which you came into the world.

Il. I come, secondly, to notice the place whers fieast is made.

(1) It is made “in this mountain,” and you will aase that the word “this” as a
demonstrative pronoun, lays emphasis upon the Wim@untain” in the phrase “in this
mountain shall the Lord of Hosts,” as if He wereinpimg out a certain location as
distinguished from every other place. Now whemu come to look upon a mountain, you
will find that the word is invariably used in thedM of God to mean great difficulties
and trials which the Church of God meets with ia World; secondly, it is taken to mean
the nations and powers of this world; but heresitised in a different sense. It is used to
mean the Church of God, and it is the Church of Gloat is represented by “this
mountain,” or in other words, the kingdom that Ghrwas to set up when He would
appear in the fulness of the times, and it wasdoabmountain. We have a wonderful
display of mountains beyond this City of Vancouvand | could not but be very
impressively struck with the picturesque grandexhileited by these mountains when
passing through them. | was exceedingly impressétl the awe-inspiring spectacle
which the Rockies presented to my gaze. Think efvtonderful display of infinite power
and of wise design we find in these mountains. \destign is there, and what power was
put forth to call them into being in such wonderéutay and order. There is no confusion
or disorder there, peak after peak rising in camstaccession, and they impressed us
with the thought of the infinite being of God whorined them. What a puny creature
man is after all. You have only to go and readlibek of creation, and you should then
have your mouth for ever closed; never more to ls@Egminst God or charge Him with
folly. The mountain here to which our attentiondisected represents the Church Christ
was to set up in the world, or the Kingdom He wasfdund. A mountain is, in its
formation, something rising high above the ordinatgin, and begins from its base to
gradually taper towards its summit, and when youotiast the mountain with the level
plain, what thought will strike you? What but tHeought that there is a vast difference
between the mountain and the plain below. Wellt tadhe way with the true Church of
God in the world. The world is down in the swamplan the plain, wallowing in sin,
corruption, and lust; lying in wickedness. It is @amemy to God, to truth, to the salvation
of man — an enemy to all that is good. “If any ni@we the world, the love of the Father
is not in him, for the things that are in the wodck the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eye, and the pride of life,” and these are theghigou find in these lower plains, in the
swamp. But here you have the true Church of GainlInot speaking of the churches of
Vancouver, Canada, or Great Britain. The true ChaicChrist is where two or three are
gathered in His name and He in their midst. As gofllexander Peden, the Scottish
Covenanter, said, “Where you find a poor lass belardyke, praying to the Lord for the
Kirk of Scotland, that is the true Church of Godte Church is a mountain that cannot
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be moved. It is the mountain that rises majestycallove the earth and the things of the
earth, and wherever you find a poor soul prayingstad, looking to Him for salvation,
depending upon Him for happiness in time and thhowg eternity, you find there the
true Church of God. Not the cathedrals of the Ro@atholic Church or of the Church of
England, or the beautiful edifices which are realsdthe Presbyterian Churches of
Canada and the Methodist and Congregational andtladr sects you find here — these
are not like the Churches of Christ. No, they aariike nurseries of the enemy, leading
people astray. Much of what they are concerned faisofine music, or anything but the
truth, so much so that music is becoming idoliséte was a lover of music.” That is the
praise that is very often given to young men whe, diy ministers at funerals. That is
Roman Catholicism. That is an evidence of the that we are turning into the ways that
will lead to destruction. They are doing as the de&kd in the time when Christ Himself
entered into His Father's House, and took a scourfgemall cords, and said, “It is
written, my Father’s House shall be called a haofsgrayer, but ye have made it a den of
thieves.” That is what we have to-day. Every kirfdleeatrical amusement and form of
recreation is set up in connection with the preskayt churches. The world would plead
that if the Church came more and more into linehwif that she was likely to win the
world. The Church began to pander and cater tadfaheies and notions of godless men
and women in congregations, until, at last, thegktdown the Church to the level of the
theatre and the concert hall. The Church will nesecceed in raising the world to its
plane and level, but the world will succeed in grig the Church down to its level. The
Church should be high above the world and its wagdashions and its wickedness.
Then again, it is true about this mountain that tigher you go or the more you
frequent Gospel ordinances, the more you see oflitwy of God, and the less you will
see the world to be. When you rise upon the slagfethe mountain peaks beyond
Vancouver, you will see the city very small, butemhyou are down in the plain, then the
peaks appear small. That is the way with the trhar€h of God. Go into the Church of
God, and if you have a spirit of worship at alluyaill see how little is the world and
everything in it, compared with the one thing negdThey fade into insignificance when
compared with the things of God. The higher youugo the smaller you see the objects
down below; the lower you are down, the smaller gee the objects above you. The eye
of faith is like a telescope, the one end of whichgnifies, the other diminishes. So the
enlightened mind or the eye of faith views the gsinvhich are above great and the things
below small. You remember that the Psalmist envredd condition of the wicked, they
prospered always, but then he says he went intdHthese of God, and he saw the end
they would have, and so his envy came to an endsadevanity written upon the things
of the world. But, my friends, come you unto theuntain of the Lord of Hosts, for
“where two or three are gathered together in My @atihhere am | in the midst of them.”
(2) In the second place, this mountain is immovaliefoundations are deep in the
earth, and if you should happen to see a persoto goove even a small mountain, you
would say that he was mentally unbalanced. It raenyet been attempted. No creature
has ever gone the length of imagining he could reer@mountain. Well, we may say that
this is a mountain which cannot be moved, the €harch of God, as Christ says, and as
it is written in another place, “Wherefore we, reoeg a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace whereby we may serve Godp#ably, with reverence and
godly fear.” This is the kingdom which cannot bevad, and if it were possible for those
who have seen these mountains two or three hungras ago, to see them again, they
would immediately say, “I know them; they are nbanged,” and that is the way with the
truth of God and His Church. Man may change andofgemay want new religions, but
the things of God never change, they are the sasterday, to-day, and for ever. The
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Church, unchangeable in truth, government, andplise, is like a mountain that cannot
be moved, and when a sinner is born again, you fimtl that he also is like those of
God’s people hundreds of years in the past — noghan them. Wicked generations are
changing, but God will visit them with calamitigsiey are turning aside from the truth,
unto vanities and lies, but God’s truth shall emdiar ever.

(3) In the third and last place under this headisitawe-inspiring to behold a
mountain. Its majestic appearance strikes you waitle and dread. Well, when was the
Church of God an object of majesty and dread anteaf to man? Just when she was
keeping to the truth, and when she was giving adrezh to Christ and acknowledging His
rights as the Redeemer in Zion. That is when sloarie awful, and an object that caused
fear and dread in the minds of men. As Mary QuefeBomts said, she feared the prayers
of John Knox much more than she feared 10,000 aso&tiers. Just because that man of
God was so near to the Lord and was destituteafdad full of the cause of Christ, and
was ready to offer himself for his God. He was dwéubehold, and was like a mountain
in his steadfastness. In the Song of Songs thedbharin the following words viewed as
terrible: “Who is she that looketh forth as the mag, fair as the moon, clear as the sun,
and terrible as an army with banners?” That isG@herch or the bride of Christ, looking
terrible as an army with banners. Mountains arglkerto behold, and excite due feelings
of dread and awe as you approach them.

lIl. 1 proceed now to consider the material thapisvided in the feast. It is made up
of two things, of wines on the lees and the fe&$abthings.

(1) I should like to speak now of the “wines uptwe tees,” and you will notice that
it is repeated and further amplified, to show thenderful qualities of the wine set before
us in the feast. You never saw a feast without vane fat things. Rich people have their
cellars filled with the best wines, and the oldezde wines are the better they are in value
and in quality. With regard to a feast made by miarcosts an extraordinary sum of
money, but then it is only for one diet. It miglg bs there have been in England, feasts
costing many hundred pounds, but only one diet.Hgue is One who is providing a feast
for all time, yea, and through all eternity, and ihsver fails. His resources never came to
an end, and He is providing here wine on the lae&d|, refined; wine calculated to make
one merry and cheerful. We have seen people whe Heen at death’s door with
weakness and faintness, and when wine was adnmedstéhe person received strength
and felt cheered, as wine is a means of restorgadtih at times. The everlasting Covenant
between Father and Son embraced this very materiahe feast He proposed to make
for sinners. In the Gospel you will find this ofteompared to a supper or dinner. Christ
says a certain King made a marriage for his sod, lenkilled the oxen and everything
was ready, and he sent his servants to ask themmwhbee bidden to come to the
marriage.

In another place, in the 9th chapter of Proverbsd’'& provision in the everlasting
Covenant for perishing sinners is declared in therds, “Wisdom hath builded her
house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars. SHekidd her beasts; she hath mingled
her wine; she hath also furnished her table. Shk sant forth her maidens. She crieth
upon the highest places of the city, whoso is seript him turn in hither.” Now that
idea was brought out in the Proverbs by Solomord #re Saviour Himself is, as it
were, putting light upon it when He says, it isdlilk dinner or a supper a certain man
made, and you know a supper or a dinner is therssl, and very often feasts are
made at dinner-time or supper-time. Then, as thpeuis the last meal, | may say this
feast is the last provision, which is the GospebdGnade other arrangements in Old
Testament times. He gave the Law and He gave tbphets, as meals going before, but
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now He has given a feast in the everlasting Gospédst supper or dinner, and He will
make no further provision. The feast of the GospeGod’s last gracious dispensation
until the end of time, and if you do not come totpke of the material of this feast, then
there is no other provision for you. Ah, think jusiw of this wine! What is the wine on
the lees, well refined? It is just the love of Gddhe love of God is compared to wine. It
is like wine on the lees, well refined, very oldngi— old as Eternity. God loved them
with an everlasting love, and with loving kindndsss He drawn them, and this aspect
of God’s character is the most wondrous of all, egmthat He should have loved
sinners, and that this love should be manifestethengift of His dearly beloved Son.

When a man makes a feast, he is impelled by lovkkamdness towards those for
whom he provides it, and we may say God was imddie everlasting love in His heart
to make this feast for sinners. Oh, what a wondrprsvision! How old? As old as
Eternity; before man had a being. Think of thisypston! Think of God loving sinners
from Eternity! Now, friends, | say the love of Goshed abroad in the heart, is just as
you take wine out of a cup literally; you feel teHect in your soul, you feel it affecting
your whole being; your body as well as your souteTwhole being of man feels the
effect of this love, like wine well refined, weléfined in the cross of Christ, in Christ’'s
dying upon the accursed tree. Could there be aghdri manifestation of the love of
God? That is the greatest proof you have of thi®jd&God giving His own Eternal Son,
and that Son coming to die upon the cross, and ireéntaunder the power of death for a
time. Well, friends, think of this wine upon theeke well refined.

(2) Let me now consider the second part of thisvimion of the feast, which
though mentioned first in the verse, | take up,léisat is, “A feast of fat things.” It is
again Christ in His death and suffering. Christk@ur nature unto Himself, for as God
He could not suffer. He could not offer the sacefirequired until He became man. |
may say that Christ exhibited the sap and marrowliwihity in all His words, for “He
spake as never man spake.” The people wonderdu afraicious words that came out of
His mouth. The words of the Saviour when He predcbe earth were like a sweet-
smelling myrrh. People were conscious of a wonddrfagrance in His word; they felt
that no man ever spake like this Man, yet the PBeas resented the Lord of Glory.
They felt great authority accompanying His wordsey felt their consciences disturbed
as they listened and realised the authority withcwhhe Son of God spake, the Grace
that was in every word that came out of His mouthevery step of obedience on earth;
every step He took in obeying the law and satigjyjustice. The Psalmist, in reference
to this, says: — “They with the fatness of thy hewshall be well satisfied,” and again,
the 63rd Psalm reads — “Even as with marrow antl &t my soul shall filled be.” Ah,
when a creature partakes of this marrow and thigpfavided by God it is like filling
and satiating the hungry soul. Nothing else wiltisfg the hungry soul. Are you
hungering for Christ? Here is a feast provided feast of fat things, full of marrow.
The offerings of lambs under the Mosaic economyewgpical of the Saviour, the
Lamb of God. In the Old Testament the fat of ansnabs roasted and the smell inhaled
by the priests was altogether appetising and sgvadere you have Christ offering
Himself in His body and soul, a sacrifice to satidfvine justice, and reconcile God to
us. That is the feast here for you to-night; a feddat things, full of marrow. There is
nothing else like it.

What is marrow? Marrow is that which every livingeature must have in its bones.
A creature without marrow in its bones would notdi#e to move. If its bones were to
break, without marrow they would not heal. Well, iave all broken bones. All fell in
Adam. We can do nothing. We are hopelessly helpléss a maimed man who cannot
move. Such is man as he is in himself. He has ngtlwhereby he can move towards
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God or make himself acceptable to God. Therefdris, harrow is provided to heal man
and to give strength to the poor, and to bring high to God. Here we have a feast of
fat things, full of marrow, and this is what youete— that marrow might be put into
your bones, and that you might be raised up to ese¢he Lord and to obey His
commandments; to cleave to His truth, and to wallHis ways, and to delight in His
ordinances. Faith from heaven will enable you togee of this feast. This is the feast
of fat things; for Christ says — “My flesh is maatleed, and My blood is drink indeed.
He that eatheth My flesh and drinketh My blood de#i in Me,” and you have life in
you if you partake of Him. And how are you to p&eaaof Him? By faith. What is faith?
Faith is a firm, full, and whole-hearted persuasadrthe veracity of the Word of God,
and of the truthfulness of these things that atebséore you. Remember, it is not in a
corporal way at all you are to partake of this. Metyou take ordinary bread and wine.
You are to partake of it in a spiritual manner, dnd soul has a mouth, and that mouth
is faith, and it is this you are to put into the utio of faith and which comes into the
soul, just as if you were swallowing your ordindood which goes into yourself and
becomes part and parcel of your body. The Christames to be like Christ, and
assimilates Christ, or the Divine nature to himsélfis in this way they grow up unto
the full stature of a perfect man in Christ Jesus.

The more a creature partakes of Christ, the moirgtis@l he becomes. Ah, then, it is
by faith we are to partake of this feast. What anderful feast it is. Think of this feast
this evening. | invite you in the name of the Ldadpartake oft, and if you will not
partake of this feast, you will perish and you wvdié eternally. You have resisted God’s
way of salvation too long. You would have none bistprovision in the everlasting
Covenant. But yet once more Christ is offered to yx@re. Ah, friends, seek that God
would beget in you this faith, and remember thatsitChrist set before you in His
humiliation, by taking our nature unto Himself, amdour nature obeying the law and
satisfying the demands of justice, and dying upos @accursed tree, and coming under
the power of death for a time; rising again on tihied day, ascending into Heaven and
sitting on the right hand of God — that is the pstan set before us, and you must take
it spiritually and by faith your soul must feed upib, and you never tasted such a sweet
portion as Christ in the Gospel; and remember Heetsbefore you at this table, and the
most costly dishes placed thereon, and the matefitthe feast is placed there, so, my
friends, the table we have here is the everlas@Gogpel and Christ offered there for
sinners. As Dr Duncan said, sitting at the Lordable at a Communion in Edinburgh,
when he heard behind him a woman sobbing and wgegsnthe elements were being
distributed, and when the minister brought thenhis poor woman who was weeping,
as she was in the act of putting out her hand ke the elements, he turned round and
said, “Tak’ it, woman, tak’ it; it is for sinners.”

This provision is for needy sinners, and | invieuyto come to this table, and there
is no bar set before you. You have nothing to payif; without money and without
price, as it is said in Isaiah, “Wherefore do y@eisd money for that which is not bread
and your labour for that which satisfieth not? Hesar diligently unto me and eat ye that
which is good and let your soul delight itself mtriess. Incline your ear and come unto
me, hear and your soul shall live, and | will makgh you an everlasting Covenant,
even the sure mercies of David.” Oh, what a fe&$athings, of wines on the lees well
refined, is the love of God set forth here! God emndll aspects under which He reveals
Himself as Saviour, as the feast of fat things @flimarrow, will give health and life to
you and will restore you to the image of God andl wive you a title to eternal
happiness.
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IV. For whom is this feast made? For all people.idtnot only to some as
distinguished from others. No, it is for all aliki.is for the Jew not more than for the
Gentile. It is for both and all. It is for black @rfor white and for the yellow. It
embraces all races. Ah, yes, this feast has beatenand it is for all people, as it is
said, “and they shall come from the east and froenwest, and from the north and from
the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of Gobhus the Jews that rejected
Christ, when they were bidden to come to the femst ,suffering the consequences of that
rejection in their descendants unto this day, fog dew is still outside, and he is still
refusing to acknowledge this Christ, and he wié diernally for his sins. It is for you and
for such as you, a sinner, a great sinner, a hededsing sinner. It is for high and low,
rich and poor, young and old, no matter what thes; &his is the only thing that will
meet the condition of all classes of people, thig tmng to meet your needs as a sinner.

Who is at the head of the feast? God himself. Wlo&is He do there? You know that
the person, who makes a feast, condescends totitgtion of those whom he has invited
to the feast and mingles with them and places Hinasethe same level. In this feast have
we not marvellous condescension? He was high diyl lde also dwells with him who is
of a broken heart and contrite spirit. He showsrgvteken of loving kindness and gives
every expression possible of hearty welcome to teést and He says, “eat O! friend,
drink abundantly.” Oh, what a wondrous Jehovah &hovah is! What is to become of
you if you reject him? | put it to your poor soutngonally this night. The only hope for
you if you are to be saved is that you partakehis feast. As | close my discourse, |
leave my subject with you. Are you a sinner? Yoe mvited and none are excluded but
those that exclude themselves. As the maidensfedft crying, “Come ye simple ones
and eat of my flesh and drink of my wine which Iveamingled.” If you obey His
command to come, oh what a feast we have hereaJelehese words with you, and
eternity alone will reveal what responsibility ath@s to you in connection with this truth
in which | endeavour to set forth the provisionsHi§ love and grace. If you wilfully
refuse its terms, | say if you continue as you ae;hristless sinner, steeped in your
wickedness, there is no other hope for you buteaést away where the worm dieth not
and the fire is not quenched. | press upon youdhening the command to flee from the
wrath to come to where God has made this wonderiaNision in the everlasting Gospel,
and which is here displayed in its wondrous riched glory, and may the Lord, in His
mercy, give you a taste and appetite for this fefmst| hear that you are more for the
world and for the things of time, and that you grevelling in the flesh and the world,
and never rising higher to think and to meditatetlvat which is of supreme moment for

time and for eternity. May the Lord bless His WoAgnen.
[April 1925]
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