Outlines of Three Sermons.

By lateRev.JOHN SINCLAIR, Bruan,Caithness,
Preachedn26thJanuaryand following Sabbaths it840.

[These outlines are taken from the author's own usaript. Some abbreviations have been
slightly enlarged. Further outlines on the samejemibwill appear in future. Mr. S. Died,
August 22nd, 1843. See “Ministers and Men in theNrarth,” by Rev. Alexander Auld.]

“Jesus answered and said unto her, if thou knethesgift of God, and who
it is that saith unto thee, Give me to drink, thveauldest have asked of Him
and He would have given thee living water” — JohtD4

We find in the fifth verse that Jesus came to n@itSamaria called Sychar, “near to the
parcel of ground Jacob gave to his son, JoseplGemesis 33:18-20, we have an account of
this incident, “He built an altar and called thenea El-elohe-Israel,” God, the God of Israel.
| cannot say that Jacob had any foreknowledge aitwilould take place here now, but no
doubt he had an eye to Jesus, the Messiah, in vbanis the God of Israel. And Jesus, as
God, knew then what He would do now. Some placae® wacred, such as Mount Moriah,
which is likely Calvary, and Araunah, which is Maution. He makes “the place of His feet
glorious.” Days were when the places of even tltsdeet were sweet to others. Jerusalem
was yet built in its own place, but because ClisiSHead over all things to the Church,” and
is everywhere present, men are now to worship Gadmthis place nor at Jerusalem, but
everywhere, “in spirit and truth.”

Jesus was weary with His journey. Notice here twogs. First, His weariness purchased
any ease His own get. “He took their infirmitiegldrare their sicknesses.” It is sweet to ride
on Christ’'s “own beast.” Take all things at His HanSecond, as He sweetened the grave, so
He sweetened every suffering of His people by Him cufferings. He arrived at the well
about the sixth hour. This was the very hour atclidarkness began. His darkness was the
procuring cause of His people’s light. The womamedto draw water.” A person may meet
Him going to the well, others, such as the songedfedee, met Him when they were at the
fishing. “Jesus saith, Give me to drink.” He mak asy sacrifice, even life itself, but not the
sacrifice of the soul; He desires its salvatiors Hisciples went “to buy meat,” He remained
behind doing good. His bread was to do His Fathetls and to finish His work. The
minister was thirsty, but He got satisfaction tg@ Bbul and body. She gave Him a surly
answer, or may be an answer in surprise. She perbapr something striking in His
countenance. Jesus does not answer her in a sifagaion; His example to us is to
overcome evil with good. He is kind even to thekeit; so ought we to be. The only danger
is that they may think the kindness is done froteera of them as righteous. Here lies a
danger to both parties which is to be avoided.sldses not answer the woman’s inquiry but
pursues His gracious end. He answered, but notjhestion, “If thou knewest the gift of
God.” Ignorance was her loss. Ignorance is at ti@dation of all destruction. It is far from
being the mother of devotion, as the papists say.

Second outline-
We intend, if the Lord will, to show: —

I. Some marks of ignorance.
Il. The danger of ignorance.
[ll. Some things to be known.
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We stated that ignorance was at the root of thérwgm®n of every soul that perishes.
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”isTldoes not refer to the lack of the
general knowledge even of divine truth. “Thoughg¥ys the apostle, “I have all knowledge
and have not charity, | am nothing.” A person mayehnmuch speculative knowledge, and no
saving knowledge. “If ye know these things, happy ye if ye do them.” They who hear
Christ’'s words, and do them not, build on the s&w. saving knowledge is the knowledge
of Christ, “the gift of God.” “This is life eternab know thee the only true God and Jesus
Christ whom thou hast sent.” Now there are two &iofl knowledge, and so two kinds of
ignorance. There is sanctified saving knowledge, iamay have little outward knowledge
along with it. “God hath chosen the foolish thingsonfound the wise.” These fools being in
the way that is wisdom “shall not err therein.” Vhehall wander to glory. Unsanctified
knowledge is that which is taught by the precepneh, and not by the Holy Ghost. It has no
effect upon the heart. It is important therefor&kbow whether our knowledge is saving or
not. Let us now endeavour to point out: —

|. Some marks of ignorance.

1. All who are living in any known sin display ruinagsorance — “How long shall the
wicked triumph? Understand ye brutish, and ye fedien will ye be wise” (Psalm 94:3-8).
They show their ignorance (1) in not knowing thatls cannot see God. “If | regard iniquity
in my heart the Lord will not hear me.” But He ddesar His own people. “His ear is open to
their cry.” Or (2) they do not know that there i§ad to punish sin. “The fool hath said in his
heart, there is no God.” Therefore, “They are qatrthey have done abominable works.” Or
(3) they do not know the torments of the hell toakhthey are going. “I shall have peace,
though | add drought to thirst.” If they had knowre bitterness of the belly of eternity, sin
would not be found so sweet in the mouth of time(4) they do not know the sweetness of
Christ. “Whosoever drinketh of this water shallr¢hiagain; but whosoever drinketh of the
water that | shall give him shall never thirst.”éjhshall not come hither to draw. Those
delivered from this thirst will be sensible of aregt fountain within them, and shall mourn
on account of it. “O wretched man that | am.” Theyl be grieved that sin is dwelling in
them. The enemy, however, will be endeavouringdior glown the throat of the new nature
that which is loathsome to its taste. The flood w@st after the woman so as to destroy the
man-child.

2. All unconcerned persons are ignorant“If thou hadst known even thou, at least in
this thy day, the things which belong to thy peawoet now they are hid from thine eyes”
(Luke 19:42). The person who was never brought usdel concern, and was never made to
find its salvation to be the great “one thing ne#dis under soul-destroying ignorance. We
hear now and then of a person under soul concesw. iNwe were never under it in such a
way as that it swallowed up all other things as &0sod swallowed those of the Egyptians,
we were never truly concerned and, therefore, hevdéope of salvation. If, on the other
hand, soul concern began with us early, then it bal the one important thing all through
life. (1.) Because the soul is worth more thanwithele world. “What shall it profit a man if
he shall gain the whole world and lose his own Bblilwe had the soul on the one hand, and
the world on the other, there would be no comparisovalue. The world was made only to
serve the soul. The world shall be burnt up, betshul cannot be. (2.) Because time is only a
shadow, a vapour in comparison with eternity. Theamn is a fool to catch the vapour, and
lose all the rest of time. O eternity, eternitylstful concern is begun early, it is then the one
important thing through life. So it was with JohretBaptist. He gave his life at last. If this
concern swallowed up all others, it will be in vienght and day. Whatever joys or griefs we
may have of an outward nature, they cannot quemskfite. If this point is not settled with
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us, let us examine whether our concern is baseth@iord. Let us also ask ourselves the
guestion, Is it still with us, the one thing neddhefore which all other things yield?

3. All those who have not been made fools in their eyas are ignorant- All such are
in this state to whom their salvation under thecesn spoken of did not seem beyond their
knowledge as to how it could be effected. “If angmamong you seemeth to be wise in this
world, let him become a fool that he may be wisk’Crinthians 3:18). “Woe to them that
are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in thein @ight” (Isaiah 5:21). “Now ye say, we
see; therefore your sin remaineth” (John 9:41). Nlosvfollowing are a few reasons why this
is so: — (1) Because no man is born with savingwkedge. “There is none that
understandeth.” “For vain man would be wise, thoogn be born like a wild ass’s colt”
(Job 11:12). Therefore men must be made foolseir tbwn eyes. (2) The Word alone is not
sufficient to give saving knowledge. “Ye say we waise, and the law of the Lord is with us”
(Jeremiah 8:8). The Word contains all necessaryilauge, yet we need the Holy Ghost for
making application of it to any particular case). (Berefore we must find all that we need.
The Apostle Paul, the Ethiopian eunuch, the thneeigand on the day of Pentecost, and the
Philippian jailor, all had to cry, “What must we do be saved?” All were at a loss here.
Christ only could be their wisdom, and the Holy Ghonly can shew Christ. | shall now
mention some of the consequences of being madelanfmne’s own eyes. (1) If you are
made a fool in your own eyes you are often in aitstvretween sin and duty. So were
Solomon, Paul, and other saints. Other personsarident in themselves. You will not be
so, if you are without the Word for the course yamuld pursue. (2) If you are made a fool in
your own eyes, you are often in a strait how td &ih. — “What shall | do to be saved?”
“Who shall deliver me from the body of this deatt®re wisdom is needed to the very last.
(3) If you are made a fool, you see your own ignoea “So foolish was |, and ignorant; |
was as a beast before thee” (Psalm 73:22). “I ame foutish than any man, and have not the
understanding of a man” (Proverbs 30:2).

4. All who are not praying for the Spirit are ignottafilf thou knewest the gift of God,
and who it is that saith unto thee, Give me toldrihou wouldest have asked of him.” Be our
knowledge what it may, it is not saving withoutsthilf any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his.” No man by nature hasSbirit. And it is a mark of the world that
they cannot receive Him (John 14:17). Whatever algeerson is praying for, if he is not
praying for the Spirit, all is worth nothing.

Observe the following reasons: — (1) Because witliba Spirit there can be no new
birth. It is folly to look for heaven without that the face of the double affirmation of the
Judge. “Except a man be born again he cannot sekingdom of God.” “Except a man be
born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter ihkingdom of God.” This folly is ruinous.
Oh! if we could but keep this one point in view) Because there is no sanctification without
Him. “Through sanctification of the Spirit.” No sia mortified without Him. “If ye through
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body.” The Spirit apply the Word to the soul it will
never sanctify. Not a drop of blood will be drawihthe Word of God enter the joints and
marrow. (3) Because there is no right prayer withtbe Spirit. “We know not what to pray
for as we ought.” There is no humility, faith, @r¥ency without the Spirit. The world who
are not seeking Him have not the Spirit, and Chmiays not for them. They have the Spirit
who are truly seeking Him. One mark of these is thay are weary of their own spirit. It is
not the natural man who receives the things of3peit, and therefore he has not the Spirit.
Examine this one point and see to it.

Il. The danger of ignorancéany think to screen themselves under ignoraf\tle are
ignorant, but the Lord is merciful.” Now, the Sdupe says the very reverse. “It is a people
of no understanding, therefore, he that made thelmnat have mercy on them” (Isaiah
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27:11). (1) Man had knowledge given him. It wasaat pf that image in which he was
created. But he tore it from him, and now standsdbby his own deed. When we cannot
understand our own case or the Scriptures them igydroved. “We willingly are ignorant.”
(2) We do not love to get knowledge. “How long y@sle ones will ye love simplicity, and
the scorners delight in their scorning, and foatetknowledge.” We hate the Word in which
knowledge is conveyed. We hate prayer, the othansmef obtaining knowledge. And we
also hate to turn from sin at His reproof. Saywa@onot hate knowledge, and then are we not
guilty? (3) We reject Him in whom “all the treassigf wisdom and knowledge are hid.” God
has made Christ Jesus wisdom to us. In Him wethednowledge of ourselves, of Christ as
the way, of the Father, of heaven and hell, of tamd eternity. Now we do worse than Adam
did. Not only do we dash away the image of God mjilbg His Word, but also the rent heart
of Jesus Christ in which we might read the know&ed§ God. He rent his heart that we
might read what He knew of the Father. Now, guifers danger. Observe two respects in
which ignorant sinners lie under danger. (1) ThedLwill have “no mercy on them” (Isaiah
27:11). The charge is ignorance with all its trafnevils. The sentence is heavy. “He that
made them will not have mercy!”” And who then can®hatVis the matter? “They will not
come unto me that they might have life.” Howeveragnt, if they would come, there would
be hope. “O draw me, we will run after thee.” Asnyas will not come to Christ of this
ignorant people they shall have no mercy whilehis state of ignorance. If any seek mercy
He will give knowledge. When they will be “taughttbe Lord,” then they shall cry, “Teach
thou me.” (2) The second respect in which thermaisger is that of destruction. “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6)dG people were a heavy burden to the
priests. Yet many of the priests were like the peofome direct to Christ Himself. Every
man is his own priest now. Get Him who is made wsdo the ignorant.

lll. Application.

Consider James 1:5, “If any of you lack wisdom hlied ask of God that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be givem.” (1) If any man, woman, or child, any
ignorant person, lack wisdom, (2) let such ask ofl3_et them ask in private or in public.
Look not to man but ask of Him. (3) He gives foithing; He has pay in His hand. (4) He
upbraideth not; He does not use upbraiding langudgewill not say “Get you gone,” if you
come for wisdom. (5) The full promise is for thagsking in faith In Christ, the door, the
Father has all and is reconciled. Christ has pafdorguilt. He has the spirit of wisdom
above measure. He has so to every comer, howewartlty. There is no want but may be
supplied in Christ. It is greater honour to Himbiang fools nigh. It has seemed good to the
Father to hide these things from the wise and thdgnt, and to reveal them unto babes.

Third outline —
We intend further to show: —
Some things which the Bible testifies respectihg ‘Qift of God,” under these heads

I. In what way God gave “the gift.”
[I. What things are in “the gift.”

l. First let us considen what way God gave “the gift.We need not stay long to show
that the gift is His own Son. “God so loved the lddhat he gave his only begotten Son.”
Indeed, the Spirit is often called a gift, but otilyough the Son. “Because thou thoughtest
that the gift of God may be purchased with mon®&ut even here the Spirit is a gift through
the Son. Although a creature, then, could knovhi gift, unless he knew the way of getting
it, that is, not with money, he would do as Simoagus did, seek it in a wrong way. Let us
see then what the Scriptures say of the way inhvHie gave the Son.
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(1.) The Father gave the Son with his “whole heamtl whole soul” (Jeremiah
32:40,41). “I will make an everlasting covenanthwihem.” “I will plant them in their land
assuredly with my whole heart and my whole souh&Everlasting covenant is the fountain
from which this blessed stream of ‘planting’ flowmsjt the stream cannot be greater than the
fountain; therefore, the covenant in which the Eatlpave the Son is “with his whole heart
and whole soul.” Now, what is His whole heart arftble soul, but all His attributes? When a
person does anything with his whole heart it idwiiite consent of all the faculties or powers
of his soul. So when Jehovah does anything withwisle heart it is with the consent of all
His attributes. When He created man He could aatit His whole heart, because there was
nothing in Himself to oppose the work. But aften ®ntered, the attributes of justice,
righteousness, holiness, and truth, all stood lackwould not consent to give any favour to
man. Now, in giving Christ, the Father had in thi¢ what fully satisfied all the attributes.
“Mercy and truth are met together; righteousnesd peace have kissed each other.”
Wherefore, at the Saviour’s birth there was “glyyGod in the highest, and peace on earth,
goodwill towards men.” Hence in Colossians 2:9 er‘fh him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily.” Everything that makes up or cantds God dwells in Him, and in Him his
people are complete or full, because they recenfehis fulness and grace for grace.” The
goodness of God gave Him, or He gave Him in goagln&hou art good, and thou doest
good.” He has a good heart. It is the sum of Haygl“l will make all my goodness pass
before thee” (Exodus 33:19). It is His very natutds His glory. “There is none good but
one, that is God.” Hence it was natural for Godyitee His Son. | mean, he acted from His
very nature in giving Him. Judgment is His stramg@k, but goodness is natural to Him. He
does good. It is His work, His common work. His doness is His glory. Therefore, when
goodness gave the Son, God committed to Him Hig gtary in respect of everyone who
receives Him. The Mediator takes hold of this, &vh glorified thee upon the earth.” Hence
learn (1) the greatness of His goodness. “Oh haatgs thy goodness!” It appears in giving
his Son for wicked wretches. Here we may say, “Blloe goodness and severity of God.”
He was severe to His own Son, O! not against Hik thiat He might be good to them who
are made to ask of Him. “He spared him not.” Gosdnand severity both are seen on
Calvary more than in heaven and hell'! His natureridy wonderful. “Canst thou by
searching find out God?” (2) Those who ask of Hinfl glorify Him, because Christ is
entrusted with God’s glory in and for them. “Thisgple have | formed for myself; they shall
shew forth my praise.” “They shall abundantly utte memory of thy great goodness.” Here
are two pleas for a throne of grace; the naturdisfgoodness, “Thou art good and ready to
forgive,” and the manifestation of His glory, “Whailt thou do for thy great name?” (3)
Learn to delight in His great goodness. “They debkg themselves in thy great goodness.”
But let it be through the right channel — Christetse it will degenerate into carnality. When
the Lord was good unto them it was said of othheg they “waxed fat and kicked.” (4)
Learn, hence, to flow to this goodness. “They stial together to the goodness of the Lord
for corn and wine and oil and barley.” When marowltogether then is the better success.
See Pentecost, and see Kilsyth. Oh! our meetingsmeetings! How little fruit! Remember
goodness is God’s very nature. So we find so math in His goodness as well as
graciousness. “Good and upright is the Lord; theeewill he teach sinners in the way.”

(2.) The love of God gave the Son, or He gave Hirtove. “God so loved the world.”
It is an amazing love. He loved His own Son witkerasting infinite love, yet Heo loved
the world. It passeth knowledge. If we would meastiwe cannot, but would run into error
about it. Only you may behold it, taste it and knibwou may taste it as you would taste the
waters of the ocean. The gift of the Son was vezgly done. What is done in love is done
freely. One cannot do anything in love, and noitdoeely. Something may be done in pity

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 1 p. 65



or mercy, and not freely, but if in love then itdene from the bottom of the heart. We may
think and speak of the love of God, but, if we wbteel this love to the full, we could not
stand it for a moment. It does not seek a pricke“Father himself loveth you.” “I will love
them freely.” This love is inexpressible and inceineble. It is everlasting and eternal. It is
sovereign, free, and immutable. It is also a loiveamplacency, it is infinite in measure and
rests in its objects in Christ.

(3.) Mercy gave Him up, or He was given in mercgnie He and the blessings in Him
are called “the sure mercies of David.” The mertyod has in it a multitude of mercies. It
is tender mercy and is kept for thousands. It ezslfwr ever, and is well suited to meet the
misery of its objects. Never any one came that stag out at this door of mercy. Mercy is
written about the door. This is the signpost, ‘“tiee mercies of David.” The throne of grace
has these two marks — mercy and grace.

(4.) Justice gave Him up, or He was given up iniges Hence “He laid on him the
iniquity of us all.” As He got authority to receial comers, and none could enter without
pardon, justice counted over to Him all their crapmand laid them on Him. Hence He knew
the bitter cup of wrath. There was not one sinHeitknew of. You need not be hiding them.
If a sinner had known this that there was no stopthe sake of justice to the Spirit, he
would have asked for the Spirit. Be sure and tdkgoar sins with you, when you ask the
Spirit to mortify them.

(5.) Righteousness gave Him up, or He was givemngimeousness. Hence “it became
him to fulfil all righteousness.” There is not om®@mmandment but He fulfilled. He
magnified the law. He gave millions to the law p@nce. Now, the Holy Ghost may be given
because Jesus is glorified, and has glorified éwe If we had known this, we would have
asked of Him the Spirit of obedience, the livingtevafor a well-spring of keeping the law
and for sealing in the faith.

(6.) Holiness gave Him up, or He was given up ifiness. Hence Christ loved the
Church and gave himself for it that He might sdgctind cleanse it with the washing of
water by the Word. This is the opening of the faimfor sin and uncleanness. He undertook
to make them pure. He is made their sanctificatow, if we had had known this, we
would have been saying, “Lord, if thou wilt, thoanst make me clean.” There is no stop
here on account of former defilement.

(7.) Truth gave Him up, or He was given up in trdfence, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life.” He came in the flesh to fulfil theath of God. So, “Truth springs from earth.
Mercy looks down from heaven.” If one under senéeat death got word that another had
actually died in his room, he would have askedstrnt®ny of the case. So here, He gives the
testimony, “I am He that was dead and is alivea§ai

(8.) Wisdom gave Him up, or He was given up in wisd So He is “the wisdom of
God.” He is made wisdom to us. So if you are a fawhe here for wisdom. This shuts out
every objection.

(9.) Power also gave Him up, or He was given upulie consent of God’s power.
This is “the power of God” which is “unto salvatibt will conquer all opposition to Christ
in the salvation of sinners. The Father has prodntee Son: “I will help thee; yea, | will
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteoustiddss very power is pledged for this end.
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(10.) He is given freely, without money and withquiice. He is given to all in offer,
which authorises all to come. “Ho, everyone.” “Hyaman thirst.” The gift is, as it were,
thrown down. Let any take it.

(11.) It is a gift without repentance. God made $om a priest without repentance, and
He will never seek to recall Him from anyone to whéle has been once given. He may
recall everything but this, and shall recall evienyy unless we have this. “He that hath not
from him shall be taken away even that he hath.lek;nwe have the Son we have no life.
Profession, talents, all will be taken away. “If weew this we would have asked of him, and
he would have given us living water.”

Application

(1) Thrice happy they who are made to seek HimyMi#é get “grace for grace.” “Out
of his fulness they will be filled with all the fubss of God.” (2) Miserable they who seek
Him not. They shall die in their sins, and God wilirsue them with all His arrows. (3) Then
“seek him while he may be found, call on him while is near.” Cry to Him “out of the
depths.”

May He bless His word, and to His name we desigive everlasting praise. — Amen.
[December 1896]
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Outlines of Sermons.

By late RevJoHN SINCLAIR, Bruan, Caithness,
Preached on 16th and 23rd February, 1840.

“Jesus answered and said unto her, if thou knetiesyift of God, and who it
is that saith unto thee, Give me to drink, thou ldest have asked of Him and
He would have given thee living water” — John 4:10.

We mentioned on the last occasion two ways of gskimowledge respecting “the gift of
God.” Christ Jesus. The first way wisask at the Word'Search the Scriptures, for in them
ye think ye have eternal life; and they are theyctitestify of me” (John 5:39). There is no
true light of the Spirit but in and agreeably te MWord. See that it be the Word that is the
candle. The second wasor from the Spirit“He shall receive of mine and shall show it unto
you.” It is only the Spirit that can make the Wdaodshine. We need light with the truth in
order to “search the deep things of God.”

We also endeavoured to show from the Word: —

First. The way in which God gave the gift, that is, ‘lwiis whole heart and his whole
soul” (Jeremiah 32:40,41). He gave Him with thd @dnsent of all His attributes. “In him
dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily,” afltthonstitutes God. He gave Him, therefore,
with the consent of the following attributes — Hiy goodness‘Thou art good.” In Christ He
makes all his goodness pass before us.” “That in the agesotoe he might show the
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness tdsvars through Christ Jesus” (Ephesians
2:7). The whole cabinet of His goodness is openddiim; and alas! that we cannot see it. (2)
His love “God so loved the world that he gave his onlyditsn son” (John 3:16). In Him
“God is love,” and to those who receive Him nothing love. Where will you find a God of
love? In Christ. (3His mercy In Him are “the sure mercies of David.” The psialnspeaks
of Him as “the God of my mercy.” (44lis wisdom He is “the wisdom of God.” In His
person, work and offices as mediator, He is thaltes infinite wisdom and knowledge how
to save. (5His power Jesus Christ and Him crucified is “the power @d@nto salvation.”
The Father says, “I will help thee” in conqueridbapposition. (6)His justice Justice “laid
on him the iniquities of us all,” that is, of ali¢ elect. Justice, therefore, had nothing to say
against the bestowal of the gift, and will havehirog to say no more than if men had never
sinned. It will acknowledge the receivers of thi gs just. (7)His righteousnessTherefore
it became Him “to fulfil all righteousness.” In Hira no deficiency, His people are “complete
in him.” They are “complete in him” in every sergic(8) His holiness Christ was “holy
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners.ive holy for His people, and He makes
them holy. Holiness entrusted Him to bring no ughtbing to heaven. (%is truth. It had
said to sinners, “Thou shalt die.” He assumed, efioee, their nature and became their
representative and so actually died. As their saisgpiritual death is a passage to life
spiritual, so their temporal death is a passadiéet@ternal. To show Christ’s absolute power
over death there are three bodies that shall beesses in heaven. His own personal body,
the glorified body of believers, and the mysticatlp, the whole company of the redeemed,
delivered from death eternal. (13od gave the Son freel§yvithout money and without
price.” He gives Him to the most worthless, to “ittd@ef of sinners.” (11He is offered to
everyone."Ho, everyone that thirsteth,” whatever that thinsay be. In Isaiah 55: 2, they
were thirsting for the world. Zaccheus had thesthof curiosity. This woman thirsted for
common water and for sinful lust. Manasseh and Bardted for the blood of the saints. O
sinners of each class come ye to the waters! @)is given irrevocably “without
repentance.” Not only will He never withdraw Chyibtit He will never grudge anything to
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any who receive Him. “If thou knewest the gift ob&thou wouldest ask of him and he
would give thee living water.”

Fourth Outline. —
SecondLet us now show in the second place what thingsrattee gift.

Hitherto we have been speaking of the sovereigenfres with which the gift is given,
that there is nothing in the nature of God drawtirigack. Whatever the value of it be to them
who receive the gift, it is absolutely given by eaRing in the divine nature. Now observe
what is in the gift: —

. Intrinsically or in its own nature
. Its properties, or uses to which it is applied
[ll. The ends for which it is applied, and which givdiadnal value

l. Intrinsically, or in its own nature

Now here we are at a stand at the very outsettheogift is not only “the gift of God,”
but the gift is God. “In the beginning was the Woathd the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” “And the Word was made flesh, aneithamong us (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of thehea} full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).
Here we may say, “Canst thou by searching find@od?” “What is his is son’s name, if
thou canst tell?” He “thought it not robbery to égual with God.” He is “the express image
of his person,” yea, “God over all blessed for evanen.” But Jesus was not only God in
order to draw near to Him, but man to draw nearstd*The Word was made flesh.” “A body
hast thou prepared me.” This body was a part ofitheln the mysterious union between the
divine and human natures in the person of Christetrare many wonders. (1) The two
natures constitute but one person. “Of whom asemwmug the flesh, Christ came who is over
all, God blessed for ever. Amen” (Romans 9:5). TBese natures will be united for ever.
“This man continueth ever” (Hebrews 7:24).

Il. The properties or uses to which the gift of Goagplied

First. The work which the Son of God did in the fleshhuman nature, was all done in
the room of men, in the room of the elect, andfapHimself. He was born for men, “Unto
us a child is born.” They could never “bring a cl¢hing out of an unclean,” and the Son of
God became the seed of the woman to “bruise thpests head.” He fulfilled all
righteousness. He lived a life of obedience fomeis. He was “made under the law to
redeem them that were under the law.” He was matte lis people righteousness. He also
was engaged in doing good in their room. All Hi$fexings were endured for sinners. He
was cut off, but not for Himself. He was made sing made a curse in their room.

Secondlt is further true that what Christ did in thegh had divine value ascribed to it as
if the divine nature had done it. (1.) Considethrs light His being born. “The holy thing
shall be called the Son of the highest.” Hence Blsas called “the mighty God.” From this
flows His people’s being made partakers of thergivmature through the promise. For “He is
the first-born among many brethren.” So also théyH&host comes upon them and they are
born into the kingdom of God. They are conformedCiorist's image. Their souls are
restored in knowledge, righteousness, and holin@sg, their bodies are made eventually
wholly sanctified. Seek nothing lower. From thiswis also the infallibility of the people of
God from grace or glory. They are joint heirs withrist. As His natures cannot be separated
from one another, so their souls and bodies bemigd to Him by the Holy Ghost and faith,
can never be separated from Him without, as it wéearing Him. “Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thome?” Oh! if we had known how near the elect are toi€ht might make us
afraid to meet them, and yet glad to do anythingliem. The first Adam was made a holy

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 1 p. 69



man, and all men were united to him. The secondnAdathe Son of God, and all who
believe are united to Him. (2.) His righteousnesascribed to the divine nature. It is said to
be “the righteousness of God.” Sinners are “maeerifhteousness of God in Him.” Hence
observe (1) the immensspirituality of the righteousness of Christ. God seeks spiritua
worship from His creatures, and here He found ie Mvay say in this case that it was God
worshipping God! “I have glorified thee on the &art have finished the work which thou
gavest me to do” (John 17:4). Here is something/tcch poor carnal creatures may go to
seek “grace for grace.” It is here also they mataiobsupport, for it is not on the strength of
their own graces, except as evidences, they ever éeaven. (2)ts infinite extent “Thy
righteousness is very high.” Though this righte@ssrnwas wrought out in one body, yet, that
body being united to the divine nature the rightsmss extends to infinity. We, therefore,
hear David, Paul, and others all saying “My God, &awiour,” as if He was the God and
Saviour of none else. But He is a God and Saviowach and all of His people. Hence a
wedding garment is prepared for every one of th8ee to it that you have a garment for
yourself. He has plenty. (3) It is &ternalrighteousness. Like God’s inherent righteousness,
it will last for ever. A work will seem to wax ol@& promise may seem to wax old, but get
Christ in the promise, and then it will stand fatee We take the promise and not Christ
when we do not see Him to be the purchaser ofdttha ground of its fulfilment. If you are
living on promises, and not by faith in Christ Jgstiney will fail you in a strait. If you have
no view to Christ they will fail you altogether.)(# is anunchangeableighteousness. For
He is “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day fanever.” This righteousness is like the
clothes of the people in the wilderness, it waxesaid. All other righteousnesses will wax
old. (5) The righteousness of Christredolent from “the ivory palaces.So God is well
pleased for His righteousness’ sake.

Of aloes, myrrh, and cassia,
A smell thy garments had,
Out of the iv'ry palaces,
Whereby they made thee glad.”
Psalm 45:8.

Christ’s righteousness filled heaven with odoursetw

(3.) All His sufferings have divine value as if goby His divine nature. Hence it is
written, “The Church of God which he purchased withown blood.” It is also said that “the
Lord of glory was crucified,” and “the Prince ofdikilled.” (1) Here again we observe His
spirituality comes in view. His blood &piritual blood. “How much more shall the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered haffisnvithout spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living GgH@brews 9:14). Hence His blood can
cleanse “from all sin” (1 John 1:7). As the presen€God can go through every place so this
spiritual blood can be conveyed by the Holy Ghasb any crevice of the heart. If you can
tell in what part of your soul or body the divineepence is not, then say what the blood of
Christ cannot cleanse. The existence of hell affard objection to this doctrine. The blood
of Christ is not appointed for hell more than foe fallen angels. But the blood of Christ has
cleansed the believer’'s hell already. Christ enditttes people’s hell, the wrath of God, and
as there is but one hell, as the wages of sin, sh@jyl never enter another. (2) Itindinite
blood. “Thou wilt cast all their sins into the diegtof the sea.” As the sea cannot be fathomed
so this blood cannot be. He casts their sins imodiepths of infinity, never to rise any more.
As salt water kills dry land creatures, so this kifla sin. Yet the sea is never defiled. The
blood of Christ is not only pure blood, but it isa@ purifying. (3) It iseternal blood. He
offered himself “through the eternal Spirit.” ItHexts are eternal, either in killing or healing.
It is either a cup of salvation or of damnationwitl be true concerning us either that He
“washed us from our sins in his own blood” or theg have “trodden under foot the Son of
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God, and counted the blood of the covenant whehelagt was sanctified an unholy thing.”
(4) Lastly, it isunchangeabldlood. “He which is filthy, let him be filthy stjland he that is
holy let him be holy still (Revelation 22:11). “Hleat is washed needeth not save to wash his
feet.” Hands and head were already washed in thedbbf Christ in regeneration and
justification. The believer further requires towashed once for all, in the whole soul, body,
and spirit, in order to complete sanctification.

Application

(1.) To openly unholyCome and ask for washing in the blood which ce#tmfrom all
sin. The apostle says, “Be not deceived; neithaeridators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankimok, thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shaleint the kingdom of God.” But he adds,
addressing the Corinthian believers, “And such veemae of you; but ye are washed, but ye
are sanctified, but ye are justified in the nam#éhefLord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God”
(1 Corinthians 6:9-11). If you do not come and dtsWiere better you had never been born.

(2.) Hypocrites Some pretended to take Christ and did not. Amaghél, “I go, sir, and
went not.”

(3.) Those seeking Chrisstriving against sin, come to this blood. Whateslse you go
to will not do. Try this open fountain. Seek therrBmf God who can baptise you with the
water and the blood.

Fifth Outline

Third. Let us now consider for what ends or purposes Gaek ghe gift of His only
begotten Son.

All these ends or purposes are included in the Wevdrlasting life.” “God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, thatseleeer believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” He sent Him, not “tondemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved,” not to give a cup afmdation, but a cup of salvation. It is
living water the Son gives, “the earnest of theri§pispiritual life now, which will end in
eternal life. Indeed “this is the condemnation,”anhwe refuse Christ; and if we had known
that it is not by coming to Christ, but by stayiagiay from Him, that we are ruined, we
would ask of Him, and He would give us “living wateDeath was the disease that fell upon
sinners, and, therefore, life must be the cureit Ass by breaking a covenant, the covenant
of works, “by one man” that “sin entered into therld and death by sin,” so there is no life
till the covenant be fulfilled. “If thou wilt enteinto life, keep the commandments.” The
purpose, therefore, for which this gift, even Chdssus, is given is all summed up in one
word — “I will give thee for a covenant of the pégip(Isaiah 42:6;49:8) Now, in the Father’s
giving the Son for a covenant, three things ardiedp—

(I.) His fulfilling the first covenant requirement$As by one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obedience ofshad many be made
righteous” (Romans 5:19).

(I1.) His kingly power to bring them out of the rerable state of bondage in which
they are held by sin and Satan: “Say to the prisgrgo forth” (Isaiah 49:9).

(Ill.) That He shall be a new covenant head ancktguto instate them in an
infallible covenant: “Jesus was made a surety dietter covenant” (Hebrews
7:22).

(1) Let us then consider, first, His fulfilling ¢hfirst covenant requirements. This includes
two things. 1. An obedience of suffering for evérgnsgression in disobedience. 2. An
obedience of fulfilling the commandments as giveAdam in a state of innocency.
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1. While Adam stood, he had only to perform what ldw required, but when he fell he
required to suffer, and that willingly, for the effce he had done. The willingness with which
it is done constitutes the principal part of obede Hence, so much weight is laid in the
Word of God on Christ’s willingness to obey andfsuf‘l lay down my life that | might take
it again. No man taketh it from me, but | lay itvdo of myself’ (John 10:17-18). It is also
said, “He became obedient unto death” (Philippia:®. Hence on the other hand, in virtue
of unwillingness, all the sufferings of men and itkein hell, can never satisfy for one sin.
But by Christ’s willingness we are sanctified. “Uogome to do thy will, O God” (Hebrews
10:9-10). He not only suffered, but suffered moglingly. As His sufferings were otherwise
of divine value, so they were endured with divindlimgness. The Son was willing in
Himself to suffer, and so willingly He did the Fatls will. As the Father gave the Son with
his whole heart and soul, so the Son by His obediemd sufferings pleased the whole heart
and soul of the Father. He is well pleased for €lisririghteousness sake. Learn (1) the
impossibility of man’s obeying. He cannot suffettivaut impatience. If Job cried for death,
and cursed the day of his birth, for earthly treyihough he had some grace, yea much
grace, what impatience must sinners have in thadnots of hell, ever adding sin to sin, and
never, never, diminishing one! (2) The infinite istction which was to the Father in
Christ’s sufferings. “Who is this that engaged heart to approach unto me?” (Jeremiah
30:21). The whole heart of the Father and the whelart of the Son met. All the divine
attributes were satisfied by the obedience of @hfise Son’s heart was as much set upon
giving obedience, as the Father’'s was in receivibgdience. (3) Is it not then a woeful hard
heart we have? We not only deny the obedience oban heart, but we would deprive, if
we could, the Father of His Son’s hearty, willingedience. Oh Capernaum! Oh Bruan!
What will come as the reward of such hardnessTlise truly willing, behold here ground
of hope. If even any of these sufferings were inrystead, they were willing sufferings,
neither forced, nor grudged, and therefore Chndiraids not any who come asking to be
made partakers of His obedience. Nay, He freelersfit all. Why did the Son of God
become poor? Was it not that He might be a Savimuthe poor, for flesh and blood, for
those under the law, for sinners, for the accursed, all with willingness? He does not
grudge His sufferings to any who will take them.fAs despisers thereof, His blood will yet
cry aloud for vengeance against them. Seek, tloeget a sense of your lost and miserable
state. Seek to get the blood of Christ appliedatar yonsciences, and also the heart of Christ
implanted in your souls.

2. His obedience of fulfiling the commandmentstassChrist said “It is finished,” when
His sufferings were finished, so He also said,aVé finishedhe workwhich thou gavest me
to do” (John 17:4). The elect not only owed suffgribut also serving ever since the fall.
They owed serving all the time of suffering. Theyuld never do both. But Christ both
served and suffered. He was all His life “a marsafrows,” and He went about all His life
“doing good.” He not only paid the original sumdsbt to justice, but kept the books clear of
new debt. His whole life was one of suffering arddience. The Son became the covenant
head of the elect before they sinned. Though threyaatually interested in His work of
salvation when they believe, yet they were in Himpne sense, from all eternity. He took
them up when Adam left them, and carried them ® dying moment. “As in Adam all die,
so in Christ all shall be made alive.” Christ whs plague of death. “He swallowed up death
in victory.” It cost Him a battle, yet He conquerdtere, again, learn (1) the impossibility of
man’s satisfying the law and justice of God for. $ile would have to suffer for all the debt,
and satisfy the law at one and the same time. Yauwldwneed to “wash and make you clean,”
yea, to go back to the innocency of Adam, before tould be done. Further, those who
would be justified by the law would need to livetlaut meat, drink, clothes, light, or any
comfort. Their mourning would require to be as dashell, their fasting as long as hell, and
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their praying as loud as hell. And throughout &lkt they would require to give perfect
obedience, serving God day and night. Where arepaglers here? Bring them forth, and
burn them as filthy rags. Communicating will nostify you, unless you could eat hell-fire
with it. On the other hand, though you give youdyp®o be burnt, there is no profit without
charity, the love of Christ begetting love in ydbive up hopes from the law. Seek to be
“dead to the law by the body of Christ.” (2) Obsethe exact fulfilment of the law by Christ.
“Thy law,” saith He, “is within my heart.” His righousness is “the righteousness of God.” It
is of His own appointment, and by His own workifilgly heart is like wax; it is melted in
the midst of my bowels,” saith the Son (Psalm 2R:T4e heart that had the law within it
was God’'s heart, for the Son is God, and he wasrager of the honour of the law as the
Father. (3) Those who will not take this rightecess) refuse God the obedience of Christ.
They despise all He did. Better despise all theshiprof heaven than this. All that has been
or ever will be done that is of any value is orflg fruit of this righteousness. They shall die
without mercy who despise the blood of the Son ofl GGuch would have no honour done to
Christ through eternity. Our guilt is truly of amison dye. Truly we say in our hearts, “There
is no God.” There is more guilt in unbelief tharaihother sins. It shut the greater number of
the children of Israel out of the promised land) (Bhose, then, who get Christ’s
righteousness, get the righteousness of @odge with the heart A poor creature can do
nothing with the heart. Get this righteousnesg,faad it will engage your heart also. If we
believed that Christ engaged with all His heanthle would engage us. “The love of Christ
constraineth us.” Behold, on the strength of whaddience believers go to a throne of grace
and duty. They go depending upon the obediencehastC which was heart obedience, the
obedience of the heart of God. This source of gtregives life to faith and works.

3. We add a third part of Christ’s work as covenaesd. He is mediator between God
and sinners in order to bestow all this. “He isl@hto give repentance and forgiveness of
sins” (Acts 5:31). None can give the benefit of i€ts obedience and sufferings but the Holy
Ghost, and none but He can give the sense, anddgeahd enjoyment of this benefit. Now,
Christ possesses the Holy Ghost without measuceakhmvho get Christ, get all the blessings
we have mentioned. He procures by His obediencerdetession the way, that was shut up
by law and justice, for the Spirit to go forth, atié Spirit goes forth that He may show to
sinners the things that are Christ’'s. What! will steow all this? Then, “it is time to seek the
Lord, till he come and rain righteousness upon(tisisea 10:12).

Application

(1) To those who have fled from self, sin, and lhve to the Gospel. You may rely upon
the oath and promise of the Father. “I have madevanant with my chosen, | have sworn
unto David my servant” (Psalm 89:3). You may triasthe blood of the Son. It is “the blood
of the everlasting covenant.” (2) To those who we#o self, sin, the law, and works.
Remember there is no other atoning sacrifice, tteen® righteousness but Christ’s. There is
no other intercessor for transgressors but Chvial He bless His Word, and to His name be

everlasting covenant praise through Christ. — Amen.
[January 1897]

A Sermon.
By the Rev. DDNALD MACFARLANE, Raasay.

“Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold | laZion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a
precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he tah\eth shall not make haste” — Isaiah 28:16.
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In this passage of Scripture we see a glorioust llgyeaking forth in the midst of
darkness. The promise of the Messiah renewed t€thech of God is that light. As all the
rays of natural light emanate from the sun as theurce, so all Gospel promises proceed
from Christ, the Son of righteousness; and theyailht to Him as the only hope of sinners.
“For all the promises of God in him are yea, an¢him Amen, unto the glory of God” (2
Corinthians 1:20).

The state of the true religion was very low wheis firomise was given, as may be
gathered from the context, and the first chaptethtd prophecy. The people in general
were bad, but their rulers were worse. They wereffecs at the Word of the Lord.
“Wherefore hear ye the Word of the Lord, ye scofmhen, that rule this people which
is in Jerusalem” (verse 14hnd notwithstanding the divine threatenings denednagainst
them, they were making themselves secure: “Becgaibave said, We have made a covenant
with death, and with hell are we at agreement; wtien overflowing scourge shall pass
through, it shall not come unto us: for we have ebds our refuge, and under falsehood
have we hid ourselves” (verse 15). But the Lordisessthem that their refuges shall be no
protection to them when He deals with them in juegm “Judgment also will | lay to
the line, and righteousness to the plummet: andhtikshall sweep away the refuge of
lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding eladnd your covenant with death shall
be disannulled, and your agreement with hell siatlstand; when the overflowing scourge
shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden dowit? kverses 17,18).

It was in these circumstances the promise was giverthe words of the text there are
three things to which we would call your attentiog.: —

I. — The foundation spoken of.
Il. — The laying of the foundation, and
[1l. — The superstructure, or that which is buift the foundation.

I. — The foundation. A foundation, as is well kngusthe basis on which something is
built. Christ is said to be a foundation becausedturch of believers is built on Him. And
it is evident from Scripture that it is Christ thHatmeant by the stone spoken of in the text.
He is often spoken of in the Word of God under tigigre. The apostle Paul says of the rock
which was smitten by Moses in the wilderness, dwttuch the people received water, “And
that rock was Christ,” that is, a representatiofimh. The Psalmist says, “He brought me up
also out of a horrible pit, out of the miry claypdaset my feet upon a rock” (Psalm 40:2);
and there is no doubt but it is Christ that is gigd by the rock there. Again, “The Lord is
my rock and my fortress, and my deliverer: my Goy, strength, in whom | will trust”
(Psalm 18:2). The apostle Peter, quoting our t&@plies it to Christ. “Wherefore also it is
contained in the Scripture, Behold, | lay in Ziorclef cornerstone, elect, precious: and
he that believeth on him shall not be confoundedl” Reter 2:6). Christ speaks of
Himself as the rock upon which His Church is buiknd upon this rock | will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevailiagfait” (Matthew 16:18). Some say that
Peter is the rock, but Peter himself says, as we baen, that Christ is the rock, and we
believe him. Paul again says, “For other foundatt@m no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:11).

From these Scripture references — and many morétniig added — it is evident
that the Lord Jesus Christ is the person meard®gtone laid in Zion for a foundation.
The Church of believers has lmrtefoundation, and that foundation is Jesus ChrisRad
asserts. He who is the foundation is God. No creatnan or angel, can be the ground of a
sinner’s hope for eternity: “Thus saith the Lordjr€ed be the man that trusteth in man,
and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart depafteth the Lord” (Jeremiah 17:5).
“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, shadse hope the Lord is” (verse 7). Christ
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as to His divine person is God, equal with the &ath nature, power, and glory. He is the
brightness of the Father’'s glory, and the expresse of His person, upholding all things
created by Him, by the word of His power. When i3 tate of humiliation on earth He
was the Son of man, who was at the same time, meiglard to His Godhead, in heaven.
This could only be true of Him who was God as vasliman. A mere creature cannot be in
heaven and on earth at the same time. He claimdt@od equal with the Father, “I
and the Father are one,” and He proved that clairthe miracles which He performed.
He healed all manner of sickness, raised the deddet and did many other wonderful
works, which none but God could do. So that He saidhe Jews who denied His
divinity, “If I do not the works of my Father, belte me not, but if | do, though ye believe
me not, believe the works: that ye may know, arlcebe, that the Father is me, and | in
him” (John 10:37,38). It was necessary that He whs to be the Saviour of sinners, and
the foundation of His church should be God, anbfist it is true, “From everlasting to
everlasting thou art God” (Psalm 90:2). None cathleerock on which the Church is built
but He ofwhom this is true.

It was also necessary that He who was to be thedfdion should benanas well as God.
Without this He could not be the foundation of tvape. Christ is God-man. The Word
that was from all eternity with God, and was Godswnade flesh. He assumed human nature. It
was in that nature He was the “tried stone.” “Hektaot on Him the nature of angels; but
He took on Him the seed of Abraham.” He took onth&ure of man, a true body and a
reasonable soul. As the Father prepared that n&durdis eternally begotten Son, the Son
took it into union with His divine person. This wascessary that He might finish the work
the Father gave Him to do. His divine person sumgubrHis human nature when
suffering, and the dignity of His person addednié efficacy and merit to His obedience
unto death. But there is more than this to be shldim who is the rock of our salvation. As
God-man, Christ holds a threefold office as proppeaest, and king. Now, although He is
prophet and king when He is working out everlastedemption for His people, we think that
it is chiefly in His priesthoodHe is the foundation laid in Zion. For it was iratloffice He
magnified the law, and made it honourable, andtlaédfoundation of our salvation. But more
on this subject when we come to speak of His suffer

1. We have hitherto been speaking of Christ asstbee laid in Zion for a foundation.
We shall now come to consider what is said of thees It is “a tried stone.” The word,
“tried,” must refer to the sufferings of Christ. fhe stone signifies Christ, as most
assuredly it does, the trial of it cannot have aiigr meaning than His sufferings. Christ was
tried by suffering. Suffering is a trial. God’s jpd® are tried by suffering, wicked men are tried
by suffering, but Christ was tried that He mightthe foundation of our hope for eternity.
“He suffered, the just for the unjust, that he nighing us to God.” He suffered in His
human nature. It was for the end that He mightesuffe became man. As God He could
not suffer. But He took that difficulty away, asuPabserves, “Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God; butdeahimself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant, and was madke likeness of men; and being found in
fashion as a man he humbled himself, and becamdiestieunto death, even the death of
the cross” (Philippians 2:6-8). Christ sufferedHrs soul and body. He took the place of
His people under the broken law, and as they simmeadul and body, and thereby incurred
the curse of the law, He had to suffer in His whuolenan nature. He was made a curse for
His people that they might be delivered from theseuof the law. During His state of
humiliation He was “a man of sorrows, and acqualntath grief.” He was the “tried
stone.” By whom was Christ tried? He was tried gnimHe was tried by devils, and He was
tried by His own Father. Sin made His people lidblesuffering from these three parties,
and Christ, as their surety and substitute, mu$¢isirom them. Yea, He is willing to suffer
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all that the law required as a satisfaction for sires of those given Him in the everlasting
covenant. “He loved his church and gave himselfitgr

(1) He was tried by men. David prayed that He sthowdt fall into the hands of
man. But the New Testament David fell into the hamd sinful men, and that when
they were at their worst. They could not be worgetlos side of hell. There is such a
thing asrestraining gracewhich keeps wicked men from going all the lengtiytivould go
in wickedness, and which they would go, were itfoothat restraint by which they are bound,
as with a chain in God’s overruling providence.a®as said to be bound, and wicked men,
who are his willing servants, are bound by thidregat. And we thank God for it. But God
withdrew that restraint from the generation whocdred the Lord of glory. He left them to
themselves. And what evil will not sinful men doléft to themselves? This is clearly seen
in the cruel treatment which Jesus received whenviie delivered into the hands of sinful
men. That generation left to themselves were mieewild beasts than reasonable beings.
They are in Scripture compared to bulls, dogs, ammis, &c. Men of all ranks, ages, and
professions were combined against the Lord andahisénted. Kings, judges, priests, soldiers,
and others, rose up in fury against Him. The Chutttdit professed to be the Church of
God thirsted for His blood. They rejected His claam the Messiah; they mocked His
prerogatives as king, prophet, and priest of Hiar€ih. They scourged Him; they spat upon
His face; they struck Him with their hands; theyedr “Away with him, away with him,
crucify him.” They nailed Him to the cursed treehe¥ crucified the Lord of glory! They
showed no pity for the “man of sorrows.” They haal mercy for Him who is plenteous
in mercy to miserable sinners. In their wild treatrmof the Son of God they were more like
incarnate devils than men. Surely “the carnal msmdnmity against God.” Surely in man
by nature “no good dwelleth.” Those who say thansaogood dwelleth in him would do
well to think of how fallen nature showed itself ihe sufferings of Christ, and sinful
nature is still the same.

(2) He was tried by devils. It is hard to say whatiChrist suffered more from men
than from these evil spirits. There are some thihgs men can do that devils cannot, and
there is some things devils can do that men camhdtone thing is sure, both were of one
mind against the Lord. Both were actuated by theesapirit of enmity against Him, and
both exerted all their power to inflict suffering ¢dlim. But they differed in the methods
used. Men used physical force. They crucified Hynlicked hands, devils used temptation.
The former wounded His body, the latter harassesl $tiul with temptations. To be
tempted is a great trial, inasmuch as it causesahenffering. Christ was tempted of the
devil; and although He did not yield to the temiotat yet He suffered by it. The old
serpent attacked the Saviour in the wildernesshbget awful temptations. It is remarkable
that as men denied His being the Son of God, thal deade an attack upon His
Sonship too. “If thou be the Son of God.” It is adbsign when men and Satan agree in
their views and use the same arguments. But ihialattacks Christ met him by the sword
of the Spirit, and made him retreat for a seasbnvds but for a season. For it would
appear that in the last sufferings of Christ thiega of darkness, with all his hellish host,
attacked Him again so as to intimidate His humannean view of the awful cup of wrath
which the Father gave Him to drink. But in thisuias defeated also, for Christ said, “The
cup which my Father hath given me, shall | not Krit?” He did drink it. Who but the
Blessed One Himself knows what He suffered fronh guirits?

(3) He was tried by His own Father. O, has not Ha¢her’'s beloved Son suffered
enough from men and devils? He suffered much, toistmot enough. It is not enough for
the glory of the Father, it is not enough for tgd of the Son, it is not enough for the
justice of the law, it is not enough for the brogsiof the head of the serpent, and it is not
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enough for the redemption of His people. He mudtesumore, He is willing to suffer
more. As yet He only suffered from creatures, Hestnsuffer from God. Creatures
cannot inflict the punishment of sin but in a smalkasure: it requires the arm of
Almighty God to inflict that punishment. So it pksd the Father to bruise His Son, and
to put Him to grief. “He spared not his own Soni the Garden of Gethsemane He
bears visible marks of suffering. From the agonid holy soul there oozes forth through
the pores of His holy body a bloody sweat. Themoigreature touching Him, He is suffering
from the immediate hand of the Father. He is drigkihe awful cup! Again, the hiding of
the Father’s face from Him on the cross, causing bitter cry, “My God, my God,
why has thou forsaken me?” is another indicatioha# He was tried by His Father. It
was after He had suffered from His Father He crigdjs finished.” He glorified the
Father on earth, He finished the work which He gaegtn Him to do. By His death He
made full atonement for the sins of His people, snthe foundation laid in Zion. In His
priesthood Christ is the foundation.

2. Christ as the “tried stone” is “a sure foundatio“The foundation of God
standeth sure.” It is “sure” on many accounts.

(1) It is sure because nothing could satisfy th&tipe of the law of God but the
obedience of Christ. The blood of bulls and of gaaiuld not do it. But Christ did it by the
one sacrifice of Himself. “Mercy and truth are megether; righteousness and peace have
kissed each other” (Psalm 8:5-10).

(2) It is sure in opposition to all other foundatg “Other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Chrishe house that was built on the sand fell
because the foundation wast sure. All who build their hope for eternity on thewn
righteousness, in whole or in part, shall perishtliat foundation is not sure.

(3) It is sure because it is an everlasting foundafl he sandy foundation lasted for a
short time, but when the trial came it gave wayt Biis foundation stood all the trial that
was put upon it by men, evil spirits, and the wrattisod. It shall never give way.

(4) It is sure because it is able to bear the weiflall heavy laden sinners trusting in
Christ for salvation. Though you are as heavy ladéh guilt as Manasseh was, come to
Christ. He is able to save you, and to keep yomfsinking into that place of woe where
you deserve to be. This foundation can bear thghwei the chief of sinners. It has been
found by the experience of believers to be a savadation. They found no sure resting
place till they came to Christ. All other foundaisothey tried failed. They now could trust
millions of souls, though they had them, to thisridation. They can then recommend it to
others. It is “a sure foundation.”

3. Christ is also spoken of in the text as the hesrstone.” A corner stone is
necessary in a building as well as a foundationest@hrist is both in the spiritual building.
As the foundation stone He supports the Churchthescorner stone He unites all
believers, so that, although they are many, theyare church built on Him. He unites
Jews and Gentiles. All believers are united to €thrand united to one another. So the
Apostle Paul says, “And (ye) are built upon therfdation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stoaneyhom all the building, fitly framed
together, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lor@phesians 2:20,21). It is in
Christ they “are fitly framed together.” But therner stone is useful for another purpose.
It beautifies the building as well as unites it.riGhbeautifies the Church. The world saw no
beauty in Christ, nor does it see any in His chui all the spiritual beauty that is to
be found among men in this world is in the peopleGod, and they derive all their
beauty from Christ. They have a beautiful garmethte white robe of Christ’'s
righteousness, they have the beauty of holiness ifar as they bear the image of Christ.
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As they are in themselves, it is true that theyehaany defects and imperfections, but in
Christ they are complete. You are not to judgeheft as they are in themselves, but as they
are related to Christ. If you look at the stones inuilding, apart from the corner stone, you
may observe much roughness about them. But if y@w the building as a whole from the
corner stone, you will see that there is beautyis€eays of His church, “Thou art fair.”
He sees more beauty in them than either the warlthemselves can see. They are now
imperfect, but they shall yet be made like unto Htro is “fairer than the sons of men.”

Il. — The laying of the foundation. Who lays it? el'ttkext says, “Behold, | lay,”
saith the Lord. The work of laying the foundatiadore is not entrusted to any one. God
reserved that honour to Himself. There are fouwndatilaid by men for poor sinners, but
these are not to be trusted in. None can stanthbtitvhich is laid by God. “Salvation is
of the Lord.” He is the author of our salvation.

1. When did God begin to lay the foundation? Inrmtg. The foundation of the
Church was laid before that of the world was [&ige world shall come to an end, the Church
is to last for ever. The foundation of the Churchswaid in theeternal purposef God.
Christ, who is the foundation, says, “I was setfigmn everlasting, from the beginning, or
ever the earth was. When there were no depths,sl waught forth; when there were
no fountains abounding with water. Before the maunst were settled, before the hills was |
brought forth: While as yet he had not made thehearor the fields, nor the highest part
of the dust of the world. When he prepared the &eswvl was there: when he set a compass
upon the face of the depth: When he establishealth&ls above: when he strengthened
the fountains of the deep: When he gave to thehgedecree, that the waters should not
pass his commandment: when he appointed the foiomdabf the earth: Then | was by
him, as one brought up with him: and | was daily delight, rejoicing always before him;
Rejoicing in the habitable part of the earth; ang aelights were with the sons of men”
(Proverbs 8:23-31). God'’s eternal purpose is thgiral source of the salvation of sinners,
and that purpose was according to His own will. \&pans 3:11). In that eternal purpose
everything pertaining to the salvation of His peoplas arranged, and Christ, who was to
work out their redemption, was set apart by thé&matThe foundation was laid firmly and
deeply in the secret counsel of God.

2. He laid it also in the revelation He first gasfeHis purpose. No creature knew God’s
purpose of salvation till He made it known. Andnias made known in the time of need.
Man sinned, destroyed himself. But before the wlagatvation is revealed, he is brought to
trial, charged with his guilt, condemned. What ésth do? Is there a way of escape? It was
then God said for the first time in this world, “me is thy help.” “A word in season, how
good it is.” And how was He to help? He laid hefgon One that is mighty. He revealed
Christ as the seed of the woman who was to brdneehtad of the serpent, and who, in
working out redemption for His people, was to beided Himself. He was revealed as the
“tried stone” — the foundation. God laid the foutidia before our first parents in the first
promise given of the Saviour of sinners. This wasdgnews to those who were on the eve of
sinking into everlasting perdition under a loadgoilt. It is good news to you, sinner.
And He who revealed the foundation to them was bbldis grace to build them on it.

3. He laid the foundation in the institution of thieody sacrifices of the Old Testament.
These sacrifices were a type of Christ. They hackfiiwacy to take away sin, but as they
represented Him. And all who were saved undergbhahomy rested on Christ alone as the
foundation of their hope. God set Christ beforenthie these types and shadows as the
foundation, in order that the Church then mighblédt on Him.

4. God laid the foundation in the death of Chride gave His Son to suffer, to die.
“When the fulness of the time was come, God sent flois son, made of a woman, made
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under the law, to redeem them that were under #ve khat we might receive the
adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:4,5). Creaturescald nothing in causing the death of
Christ, but as they were permitted by God. So Jeausto Pilate, “Thou couldest have no
power at all against me, except it were given themn above” (John 19:11). So far as
creatures were concerned in His death, it was tbstwicked act ever perpetrated in this
world, but so far as it was the work of God, it vilas greatest manifestation of His love ever
made known to men or angels. “Gsd lovedhe world that he gave his only begotten Son.”
He gave Him unto death.

5. The foundation is laid ministerially in the pebing of the Gospel. It is in this sense
Paul says, “I have laid the foundation” (1 Coriraths 3:10). “We preach not ourselves
but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your sasvéor Jesus’ sake” (2 Corinthians
4:5). In setting forth the way of salvation to @#ing sinners he would know nothing
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified; and as ferground of his own hope, he says,
“But God forbid that | should glory, save in th@ss (sufferings) of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Galatians 6:14). This was also the preaching efatiner apostles, and it is the preaching
of all the true ministers of Christ. There is adkiof preaching of Christ in our day, which is
not the preaching of Him as the foundation. Hisregke is to some extent set before
sinners, but His atonement is ignored. It is n@ greaching of Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified. The sure foundation is not set beformers, and why? The preachers themselves
are not built on Christ.

6. Where is the foundation laid? He who laid ildelt is laid in Zion. “Behold | lay
in Zion,” &c. Zion means the visible Church. Chisshame is made known in Zion,
and is confined to that place. It has often bedd Haat salvation is impossible outside
the visible Church, and that, if rightly understp@true. For as no stone can be built on a
literal foundation till it is brought to the fountdan — where the foundation is — so
no sinner can be built on Christ till he is brougtithin the visible Church, where
Christ is. The apostle Paul is plain on this: “HeWwall they believe in Him of
whom they have not heard?” And in order that sisn@roughout the world may be
brought to Christ, the command is given, “Go yeoimtl the world, and preach the
Gospel to every creature.” “So then faith cometh Hmaring, and hearing by the
Word of God” (Romans 10:14-17).

lll. — The superstructure, or that which is built the foundation. The foundation was
laid that a building might be erected upon it. Ghirdied that His people might live.
In every building there is a builder. Who builds théau@ch? He who laid the
foundation — God. So we read, “When the Lord shaild up Zion he shall appear
in his glory” (Psalm 102:16). When He built the WwbHe appeared in the glory of
His power. When He builds the church He appearthénglory of His grace. “Then, if
God is the builder, we need not fear that the chusball not be built, and when
built, it will be to the praise of His glorious g

1. Observe the means by which the Church is bunlttioe foundation. In this
work the Lord uses means.

(1) He employs men in the work of building. Everuilder has labourers,
God has His. Who are these? Paul answers, “Forrevéaourers together with God;
ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God'’s building” @tithians 3:9). All the labourers are first
built on Christ, and then they are sent forth tddothe Church, as instruments in God’s
hand. Paul was building before his conversion, mtton Christ as the foundation. He
was building himself and others upon the sand, uman’s own righteousness; and not
till he was built on Christ was he employed asl@olaer together with God. There were
many labourers in the Jewish Church, but they teppthe true foundation and corner
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stone (Psalm 118:22). But in every age God has labeurers, prophets, apostles, and
others in the early ages, and now He has ministetise Gospel and others, and he shall
have them till the end of time. All believers ampected, and are under obligations of grace,
to do what they can, according to their severditas and callings, to do their share in this
glorious work. The prayers of God’s people are pfuweneans of carrying on this work. So
it is written, “When the Lord shall build up Zion.. . He will regard the prayer of the
destitute, and not despise their prayer” (Psalm:1I0)2 There are various other ways in
which private Christians may be useful in advancthg Lord’s work in the world.
There is work for each, work for all.

(2) There are other means used as well as laboundnat are these means? Those
appointed by God, and none other. The means apobiny Him for the building of His
Church are complete. They are not to be addeddotaken from by men’s inventions.
They are the Word, the Sacraments, and prayer. Sdrgtures of the Old and New
Testaments are God’s Word; there are two Sacrambapism and the Lord’s Supper.
These, along with prayer, are the means of gradehwBod has given for the building
up of His Church in these last days. All other nedesides these are but men’s
inventions, and they are never owned of the Lordinlding His Church. “To the
law and to the testimony, if they speak not acaugdip this word, it is because there is
no light in them” (Isaiah 8:20).

(3) The Holy Spirit, the third person of the glar® Trinity, to whom is entrusted
the work of applying the redemption purchased byi€hworks by these means. The
means, though divinely appointed, are in themseinefectual, but as they are used in
the hands of the Spirit. We have the means, bunheed the Spirit. As the Son, the
second person, undertook in the everlasting covertanwork out the redemption
needed, the Holy Spirit, the third person, undekttmapply it to the heirs of salvation,
and He will do this work.

2. There is, lastly, the material built on the fdation to be considered. What is it?
It is the Church. “And upon this Rock | will builchy church.” The Church here
means the Church of believers, as is evident fromtext. “He that believeth shall not
make haste,” as also from 1 Peter 2:5, “Ye alsdljvitsg stones, are built up a spiritual
house.” Believers are the stones built on Christ.

(1) Observe first, the state in which the stone#f bu this foundation are found. What
are these by nature, and where are they? Theyoana i€hrist. They are not living stones.
They are in a state of nature, “dead in trespaanmdssins” (Ephesians 2:1). They are the
children of wrath, even as others (verse 3). A tgchange must then take place before they
are built on Christ. As the stones used in a bagdnust be dug out of the quarry in which
they originally are, and of which they form a pdefore they are put in the building, so
sinners must be taken out of the state in whicly Hre by nature before they are in Christ.
“Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man beri again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3). As no stone ever came out of thargy till it was taken out of it, so
no sinner will ever come out of a state of natulehte is brought out of it by the
Spirit of God. All who are built on Christ as theuindation are found in a state of
nature, which is a state of sin and misery, buy e not left there.

(2) Consider the change of state and nature wHidbudt on Christ undergo. They are
taken out of their natural state by the Holy Spidow does the Spirit work? He works by
His Word. He quickens and awakens sinners by thrergeof the law. “And you hath he
qguickened who were dead in trespasses and sindiefigms 2:1). They did not quicken
themselves, but the Spirit quickened them. And wHerbegins His effectual work He uses
the law first. “By the law is the knowledge of SiWhen the law comes the sinner is not only
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awakened, but is also convinced of his sins. He belreves God’s testimony concerning him
as a sinner. He sets to his seal that God is Heds sure that he is a child of wrath, that he
deserved God’s wrath, and he fears that wrath dfeahis portion for ever. He is moved
with fear, he cannot be any longer at ease in Ziba.has discovered for the first time that
he has a lost soul. He asks in his inmost soul, éVimust | do to be saved?” He
knows that, if saved, something must be done tisfyathe law for his sins. God is just as
well as merciful. And as he is as yet ignoranthef way of salvation, he begins to compound
with the law. He tries his utmost to lay a foundatior the salvation of his precious soul.
He forsakes every known sin, he endeavours to parvery known religious duty. He
tries to keep the Sabbath day holy, he prays, réadiss Word, attends on the means of
grace, and seeks to be conscientious in everytBingh a person would seem to be broken off
from the rock of which he formed a part, but henct yet in Christ. Many a stone that was
broken by the hammer that was never put in thedingl Many a sinner that was to some
extent awakened that was never savingly unitedhiasC There is more required. He must
be broken off from the law as a covenant of workfobe he is in Christ, and this takes
place in the case of all who are built on the $avadation. “I through the law am dead to
the law, that | might live unto God” (Galatians 2}1“By the deeds of the law no flesh
shall be justified.” Before a sinner is dead to [, willingly dead to it, he is enlightened in
the knowledge of Christ, in the knowledge of Higgm, His death, and finished work.
So it is written, “Ye also are become dead to thev Iby the body of Christ”
(Romans 7:4). The law is necessary as a meansitonce of sin and misery, and to show
the impossibility of salvation by it; but beforensiers are brought to believe in Christ, the
Word of the Gospel is necessary. It is the incdiblgp seed by which the redeemed are
regenerated, and it is such that believe in Chfise unrenewed heart will never unite with
Him, as clay and iron in the image could not beediChrist, therefore, said, “Ye must be
born again.” As many as received Him were born ol G'he Spirit, in all His graces, dwells
in the new heart, and the first act of faith ig¢ceiveChrist, the second, which immediately
follows, is toreston Him alone as the foundation laid in Zion.

(3) As in other buildings, there are stones ofadéht sizes in the Lord’s house — small
stones and large stones; all are needful to makbeupuilding, and each has its proper place
in it. Some are more public to the eye, othershaten the wall. Ministers are public persons
in the Church, set up as watchmen on the wallgyad;tothers are more private; both occupy
the place assigned to them by the Great Buildee. dime cannot say to the other, | have no
need of thee; and the mark of the greatest is ttiam less than the least.” O what a
wonder to be the least stone, to have a place iatthle Church of Christ!

(4) What is remarkable about this house is, thiakemmther buildings, a great part of the
work of polishing the stones is carried on aftexytlare placed in it. Believers are perfect as
to their justification, but their sanctification anly begun. It is a progressive work. When
they believed in Christ, they knew but very littté the fountain of corruption that
dwells in them. When Christ made Himself known berm as their Saviour, and the
Beloved of their souls, the carnal mind seemedetaléad, but they found out afterwards
that it was not dead. So some have experienced sooiidrials after their conversion than
when they were awakened to a sense of their lostitcan. “O wretched man that | am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?”heit cry till they are made perfect in
holiness. But He that hath begun a good work imtkell perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ.

(5) The work of building was begun in the gardenkafen, when sin entered the
world now near six thousand years ago, and it ig/ebfinished. Many stones have been put in
it since, “and yet their is room” for more. The gowork shall go on progressing till the
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top stone is put on it. “The hands of Zerubbabelehkaid the foundation of this house;

his hands shall also finish it” (Zechariah 4:9).€'ldhall bring forth the headstone with
shoutings, crying Grace, grace unto it” (verse Then that world, which was used as a
scaffolding, shall be taken down, but the ChurcHtlmn Christ shall stand immovable for

ever.

1. In conclusion, a word to the careless sinneu Nave been born in a Gospel land —
within the visible Church — where Christ's namemade known. You live in sin, in
forgetfulness of God, and of the needs of your ne&weng soul. You are on your way to
eternity, where you must be miserable for ever @t hf you die without Christ. We
beseech you in the name of Christ to pause, arttin& of the eternal concerns of your
precious soul ere it be too late. You are inviehrist. Seek Him while He may be found,
call on His name while He is near. Rest not tillymd a saving interest in Him, till you are
found in Him, and on Him as the foundation laid4mon. If you perish eternally, we
shall be free of your blood.

2. To the self-righteous. You are building on adsafoundation, which may give some
support to a false hope, till you come to the floofldeath. Then the foundation shall give way
under your feet, and you shall sink into that platesverlasting despair prepared for the
devil and his angels. You also are invited to Chrisghe sure foundation; and if you
perish, we shall be free of your blood.

3. To the Lord’s people. What a glorious foundatibe Father provided for you!
His own beloved Son in whom His soul delights. Hared not Him, but delivered
Him up for you all. Think of the love of the Fathier giving His own Son; think of
the love of the Son in laying down His life for yothink of the love of the Spirit, who
opened your eyes to see your need of Christ, wdoytar to Him, who enabled you to
receive Him in the free offer of the Gospel. Letuyoneditation on God be sweet; be
swallowed up in contemplation of Him. You are oftemssed with the tempest of
temptation, you are burdened with a body of sin dedth, you are afflicted with the
manifold afflictions of this life, you are perplekewith doubts and fears, but the
foundation of God stands sure under your feet; sball never sink, you shall never
perish. Christ says, “Because | live, ye shall liakso.” He died once, He lives for
evermore. Be humble, be thankful. Live not to ya&lvss, but unto Him who died and
rose again. Labour for the coming of His kingdomto® in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.Himm be glory, both now and

for ever. Amen.
[February 1897]
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A Sermon
By RevJAMES S.SINCLAIR, John Knox’s Tabernacle, Glasgow.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his obggotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have e&tirig life” —John3:16.

We are told in the opening verses of this chaptatr Nicodemus, a man of the Pharisees
and a ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus by niglebdéimus had become secretly convinced
that Jesus was no ordinary man, but a teacher whsepsed the presence and power of God
in His work. He was, therefore, anxious to meetidegbut to escape observation, came by
night, and said unto Him, “Rabbi, we know that theoti a teacher come from God; for no
man can do these miracles that thou doest, excegth@® with him.” It was no doubt a great
step on the part of Nicodemus to give this testiymohwe consider his as yet imperfect
knowledge, and the keen sense he had of the emmtitywhich his Jewish brethren regarded
Christ. The testimony, however, true as far as éntyv was inadequate in at least two
important respects. First, Nicodemus appeared e nathing more than a belief in Jesus
drawn from the observation of His miracles. Theidfelvas therefore only natural or
intellectual. “Jesus answered and said unto himilyeserily, | say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of GoH€ Dord Jesus did not in His reply
proceed to convince Nicodemus of the inadequadyfaith by a process of reasoning, but
with all authority declared unto him the great fangental doctrine of the new birth, without
the experimental knowledge of which a man coulchanwise see the kingdom of God.
Natural knowledge, without an inward radical unsadr change in his soul by the
communication of a new spiritual life, would beraf avail. The second inadequate feature in
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the testimony of Nicodemus was his acknowledgmér€huist simply as “a teacher come
from God.” He did not as yet apprehend that Jesassthe promised Messiah, the Son of the
living God. The Lord Jesus therefore graciously heeh on from the consideration of the
“earthly things,” things that concerned the newthbiwhich required to take place in his soul
on earth, to contemplate “heavenly things” conaegrilimself who had come from heaven
as the Saviour of sinners. In unfolding these “lee&y things” Jesus declares Himself to be
“he who came down from heaven, even the Son ofwiach is in heaven” (verse 13), in one
word testifying both to His humanity and divinitfhen, after announcing with evident
reference to His death upon the cross, and itsecuest benefits, that “as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Somaof be lifted up, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have eternal lifeg Hroceeds to give a full epitome of the
great work of salvation from its origin to its end,the remarkable words of our text. “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only biegoSon, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” ustnow, therefore, in dependence upon the
Spirit of God, consider: —

I. — The love of God: “God so loved.”

Il. — The objects of His love: “the world.”

lll. — The manifestation of it: “that he gave hislpbegotten Son,” and
IV. — The ends of the whole design: “that whosoelelieveth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

l. — The love of God. In speaking of this wondrdoge we shall take occasion to point
out, first, its nature, and secondly, its propsttie

1. Its nature. It is very important that we sholftbw the exact nature of this love, as
many have erred concerning the faith in regard. thlany are not slow to ascribe even to the
love of God these weaknesses that are charaateon$tinatural affection among men.
According to Arminians it is at best but a weakfieetual thing, because, if it is set upon all
men, as they say, it fails to secure the salvatiomultitudes of its objects, who perish in
their sins. This is not the love of God revealedha Bible, for the latter is an effectual,
saving love, and no other will meet the case opbllesk, perishing sinners.

(1) Let us observe then that the love of God hetefath is not a natural affection
whose exercise towards men His nature necessaityadds. The love of God viewed as
natural and necessary is only to be seen in exebasveen the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
in the glorious Godhead. This love is an esseeif@inent in the blessedness of the Triune
God. But the love of God to creatures is not essletd His blessedness. He is eternally
blessed in Himself, and would have been so hadreatuwe ever existed. He required no
object of satisfaction outside Himself. The verysence of creatures is a pure act of His
good pleasure. To say, therefore, that His lovaén is a necessary affection of His nature is
to make Him dependent for part of His blessedness iHis creatures. This is derogatory to
His all-sufficiency as the self-existent God, anakes Him a dependent being. This changes
God into a creature. His own word declares Himdd'lidlessed for ever, and dwelling in the
light which no man can approach unto” (1 Timoth¥8): The conclusion, therefore, is that
His love to His creatures is not a natural and semey affection. Let no one think, however,
that it is any less glorious on this account. laigevelation of His character which results in
the deliverance from everlasting misery, and thea@ce into eternal life, of a vast number of
unworthy sinners of Adam'’s race.

(2) What, therefore, does this love actually cansi® It consists in a free voluntary
purpose on the part of God to reveal His goodnedke salvation of men. Will make all
my goodness pass before thee” (Exodus 33:19). €hpt@res declare that God is good, and
the love which He has set upon sinners for théwtasian is a manifestation of the boundless
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goodness of His character. This manifestation wdsatural and necessary, but voluntary,
and therefore originated in the will of God. Heledl to show the riches of His goodness; He
willed to set His love upon sinners, and so we fimthe Scriptures the purpose and the love
of God inseparably united. His eternal purpose aeessinners, and His eternal love are
frequently spoken of as expressing the same thAihgy are also mentioned together, as in
the following passages: Will love them freely” (Hosea 14:4). “Be thou partakefsthe
afflictions of the gospel according to the powerGxd; who hath saved us . . . according to
his ownpurpose and gracghich was given us in Christ Jesus before the dvbdgan” (2
Timothy 1:8,9). The purpose and love of God, havefgrence to one and the same end, and
to one and the same persons, must infallibly setheesalvation of their objects. “The
counsel of the Lord standeth for ever.” “Blessethes nation whose God is the Lord; and the
people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritaesalm 33:11,12). We shall now speak
of the properties of this love which further dis#ats glorious character.

2. Its properties. These are the following: —

(1) It is eternal love. The love of God to sinnersdsted before the foundation of the
world” (Ephesians 1:4). It shall also last througternity. “I have loved thee with an
everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).

(2) It is infinite and unchangeable love. God inite, and this is the love, not of a
finite being, but of Him who is the infinite God.MWgn it is said that “God loved,” the love is
necessarily like Himself, and therefore infinit€&dd is love.” It is also unchangeable. “I am
the Lord, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jam@bnot consumed” (Malachi 3:6). His
people’s sins are fitted to provoke Him to withdrbig love, but, saith He, “The mountains
shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kes$ shall not depart from thee” (Isaiah
54:10).

(3) It is undeserved and unmerited love. It is weaeed, because the objects of it were
sinners, rebels, “children of wrath even as othehsstead of love they deserved the
everlasting hatred of God. “Thou hatest all workefsiniquity” (Psalm 5:5). It is also
unmerited. They who deserved the wrath and curggoaof could not merit any good thing,
far less His eternal and unchangeable love. Notroan purchase this love. The merits of
Christ did not purchase it; they are its immedfabés. The love of God in Christ Jesus not
only gave eternal life to sinners, but removedhlbaiers which, on account of sin, law and
justice had righteously set up between God and raed, which would have effectually
prevented them from ever enjoying His love.

(4) It is love unto salvation. It is not a fruitlesentiment in the mind of God, but is
efficacious to the salvation of sinners. It abseljtsecures the salvation of its objects. “In
this was manifested the love of God toward us, beedhat God sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through him” Jbhn 4:9).

(5) Lastly, it is sovereign love. God passed blefakngels, and loved fallen men. Nor
is it set upon all men. It is only set upon suchvage “chosen in Christ before the foundation
of the world” (Ephesians 1:4). “Jacob have | loved{ Esau have | hated” (Romans 9:13).
Instead of quarrelling with the divine sovereigiithecomes us to wonder that the least love
or mercy should be shown to even one of our hededeng race. Rebels who deserve to be
cast into everlasting woe, as the righteous revedrtheir sins, may well marvel that the
infinitely holy God should set His love upon an unmerable company of them. The Lord
hath said, “I will have mercy upon whom | will hawveercy.” This sovereign mercy is
revealed in Christ, and the most direct way toeitfppyment is for us to come as unworthy
sinners, and ask for it at the feet of a soverégggu in Christ Jesus. Such persons will
speedily learn that it is “no vain thing” to wapan God. Yea, He has given a free invitation
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to all to look to Himself as the only Saviour. “Uoanto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of
the earth; for | am God, and there is none elsai@h 45:22).

Il. The objects of His love: “the world.”

Under this head we shall consider, first, the ott@raand state, and secondly, the number
of these persons, as designated by “the world.”

1. What is their character and state. Their charastthat they arsinners They broke
the law in their natural head, Adam; they are pesseé of a corrupt nature, and have
committed innumerable actual transgressions agdirestsame law. “All have sinned and
come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Noh¢he human race, the elect included,
are anything less than sinners. Sin has also nta&te riebels We are rebels against the
authority of God, because we despise His law aathgte it under our feet. “We have
rebelled even by departing from thy precepts andjudgments” (Daniel 9:5). Further, we
areenemiesagainst God. “The carnal mind is enmity againstiGor it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be” (Romans 8:7).aMetherefore filthy and polluted in the
sight of God. What is more foul than enmity to tlatd who is “glorious in holiness, fearful
in praises, doing wonders?” Such is the charadtéthe world.” What is the state of “the
world.” The whole world is under the righteous eud God. For “cursed is everyone that
continueth not in all things written in the booktbk law to do them” (Galatians 3:10). All
have not only failed to keep the law, but all h&reensgressed its precepts, either in thought,
word, or deed, so that all are without mistake urle curse. It is upon such persons, as were
enemies to Himself and under His righteous cuils&, God set His eternal and everlasting
love. They were meet fuel for hell, yet He lovedrth that they might be made meet for the
enjoyment of eternal glory. It is therefore matégreat encouragement to all who hear the
Gospel that it is sinners whom God loves. It is alphrebels and enemies whom He has
chosen in Christ from all eternity, and therefooels, sensible of their miserable and guilty
condition, are encouraged to look to Him who lovéd sinners, and sent His Son “to be the
propitiation for their sins.”

2. Why are they designated “the world” in respettnamber? Because God loved
persons “out of every kindred, tongue, people, aatibn” in the world (Revelation 5:9). It
was a common misunderstanding on the part of tivs fleat God had a gracious regard to no
people but themselves. Under the old dispensat®isitdwed them His peculiar favour, but
He clearly intimated by His servants, the prophttat the Gentiles should in due time be
brought into the Church, and that “all the endshaf earth should see the salvation of our
God.” “The Gentiles shall come to thy light, anads to the brightness of thy rising” (Isaiah
60:3). Many passages might be quoted from the @ktament in proof of this truth, and the
New Testament is full of it. The Apostle Paul peimut in the second of Ephesians that
Christ by His precious blood had brought those nigho were “aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the canenf promise,” and it is these same
persons whom he speaks of in the first chaptehisfepistle as chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world. The coming of Christ waerefore the time at which this great
enlargement of the Church’s borders was to takeepland so the apostles are bold to declare
the love of God to Gentiles as well as Jews, yeairnners of all nations under heaven. It was
for this end that the Lord Jesus commissioned tleaying, “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).

An error on this important doctrine has crept itite professing Church, and we would
do well to beware of it. At the time of Christ'sgarance the erroneous tendency was to
limit the love of God, and the hope of salvatiorotee people, now the tendency is to extend
this love to a degree unwarranted by the Word ofl.Geor this purpose the expression
“world” in our text is taken as applying to evergrpon that ever was or shall be born into the
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world. God is therefore said to have loved all methe widest sense of the term. Various
passages of Scripture are used to establish #ws We believe, however, that, in the case of
all passages so used, an unwarrantable construstipat upon them, and that, if closely
examined, they teach nothing but what is in perfemtmony with the clearly-revealed
doctrine, that God’s love, while extending to sirmef every nation, is set only upon some,
though many, whom He chose in Christ from eventgstin order, therefore, to guide our
hearers in the examination of such passages, Wessit@ a principle laid down by eminent
divines: — Every place in Scripture, where univiigas apparently attributed to the love of
God, the atonement, or the salvation of men, hiasitation in the context, and a decided
limitation in the analogy of the faith. If we appllyis rule to the passage before us we find
that there is a limitation in the very heart of‘@od so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son,” not that all universally, but “th@hosoever believeth in him, should not
perish.” Again, in the following verse we are tofét “God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through hinglmh be saved.” “The world” is here
unmistakeably used in a limited sense, for the &dnnot come to save the whole world,
otherwise the whole world would have been savedst Viaultitudes of the race were in
eternity, and many of them, sad to say, in a ltaihéy, before He appeared in the flesh. The
Saviour also declared that the wicked should goyawt everlasting punishment, and so
many would be lost forever. Observe further in fingt chapter of this Gospel, tenth verse,
that the expression “world” is used in the sames@an two distinct senses. He was in the
world, and the world was made by him, and the wknéw him not.” In the first two clauses
of this verse “world” includes the material creatiavhile in the last clause it refers only to
man. Even in the last clause the expression “wdrll a further limitation. It cannot be said
that none of the “world” knew Christ. Some did knand receive Him, for we are told
almost immediately after that “as many as recelvedto them gave he power to become the
sons of God.” “The world” must therefore be takenthe above passage either as the
unregenerate, or as the greater portion of thedwdirls in fact perfectly clear, that this word
must be taken in an indefinite sense in many pafrtScripture, and that such indefinite
expressions must be understood in the light ofghbst are definite. If you wrench such
words as “world” and “all” from their context yowae easily give them a universal meaning
of the widest extent, but it is the duty of thedemaof Scripture, yea, of any book whatsoever,
to consider every word in the light of its conteatd thus to learn its correct meaning. When,
therefore, we look at this same Gospel where thelviworld” so frequently occurs, we find
that in no portion of the Word of God is the dawtriof God’s love to the elect only more
clearly set forth, “All that the Father giveth meali come unto me” (John 6:37). “Thou hast
given him power over all flesh, that he should geternal life to as many as thou hast given
him” (John 17:2). “| have manifested thy name uihi® men which thou gavest me out of the
world” (verse 6). “I pray for them; | pray not féhe world, but for them which thou hast
given me” (verse 9). All these passages clearlygibat it was not all but a portion of the
human race which God gave to Christ that they miighsaved. It is not ours, however, to
conclude that, because all are not chosen, we awaihb trouble ourselves about the matter
of salvation. It is our highest duty to seek areiest in that salvation which God in His
eternal love has provided in Christ, and no othmrs@eration whatsoever can relieve us
from this duty. “Seek ye the Lord while he may barfd, call ye upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrightemas his thoughts; and let him return unto
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and tio God, for he will abundantly pardon”
(Isaiah 55:6,7).

lll. The manifestation of His love: “that he gaves lonly begotten Son.” It is evident
from these words that it is God the Father wh@aken of in the text as having “so loved the
world” as to give His only begotten Son. This dagpbf love is exceptionally wonderful and
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glorious. In speaking of the gift of the Son we Ishefer, first, to the gift of God, and
secondly, to the immediate purposes for which He graen.

1. The gift of God was His only begotten Son. “Tloed possessed me in the beginning
of his way, before his works of old. When there ev&ilo depths, | was brought forth”
(Proverbs 8:22-24). He was by eternal generatierotily begotten Son of the Father. He is
also co-equal with the Father in substance, powermgory. The Father is God, but the Son is
also God. “In the beginning was the Word, and therd\Wvas with God, and the Word was
God” (John 1:1). “And the Word was made flesh, dagtlt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of theheaf) full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).
What an unspeakable manifestation of love is it the Father gave the Son, who is also God
over all, for the salvation of hell-deserving sirs® The gift of all the angels and archangels
in heaven, and all created existences together m@teng to this. The redeemed may well
say, “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable (ftCorinthians 9:15).

2. The immediate purposes for which God gave His. Stnese provide a marvellous
manifestation of this love.

(1) He “gave him to be head over all things to tleurch, which is his body”
(Ephesians 1:22). The Father in the everlastingeicant gave the Son to be the head and
representative of elect sinners, that in this caypate might perform the work of a mediator
between God and guilty men, and in due time accisimpheir eternal salvation. The Son as
Creator was infinitely exalted above their persoas, creatures, and as holy, was also
infinitely exalted above them, as sinners, yetRather willingly gave Him that He might be
their surety and substitute, and thus take theicgounder the law, satisfy justice, and obtain
for them eternal redemption, and eternal life. Bwn, with equal love and willingness,
undertook the work. “Herein is love, not that wedd God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 Johh():

(2) God actually gave the Son “in the fulness of time” to perform the work
committed to Him. This work involved a life of hulmtion, obedience and suffering on the
earth. It was necessary, therefore, that the Sonldlassume human nature, the assumption
of which was His first act of humiliation. It wasumiliation for the Creator of heaven and
earth to veil His glory, and to take flesh and loloble was born a little child in Bethlehem,
and in a low condition. His mother was a humblgiwvy and His birth place was a manger.
There was no room for mother and child in the iRmere was no room among men for Him
who dwelt in the bosom of the Father amidst thepaakable glories of heaven from all
eternity. His first dwelling-place on earth afteisHbirth was in a stable among the beasts that
perish. Such was the deep humiliation that attetdiedirth in the flesh. All His future life
in this world was a life of humiliation. He hungdrehirsted, was weary, and had not where
to lay His head, and all this was done that Hisppeonight be delivered from the miseries
that their sins deserved, and might enjoy a blgssistead of a curse. Further, He was made
“under the law” in the room of His people. This aved Him in the imputation of their sins.
He who was holy, harmless, undefiled, bore the sih& company which no man can
number. “He hath made him to be sin for us,” ségsApostle, “that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:2he Son of God, having the sins of men
laid upon Him, suffered the curse due to these. $tos this reason He suffered from men,
devils, and the justice of God. The last act ofesuig was, when He endured the infinite
wrath of God on the cross. It was then He drankfalecup of the righteous indignation of
God, paid the full penalty that justice demandealj &nished the work of redemption.
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the lasmng made a curse for us” (Galatians
3:13). In all this work we behold the love of Gadguilty sinners. Abraham laid his son upon
the altar, but was not permitted to shed his childbod. But here, we have God the Father,
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for the great love wherewith He loved accursedeigndrawing the sword of infinite justice,
and bathing it in the precious blood of His eterBain. “Awake, O sword, against my
Shepherd, and against the man that is my fellowd, thee Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 13:7).
The Son cried, “It is finished,” and gave up theogih The dignity of His person added
infinite merit to the sufferings of His humanitypdjustice received infinite satisfaction. The
work of redemption was thus completed for ever.W&ee to observe, however, that the Lord
Jesus not only willingly and lovingly endured a#cgessary sufferings in order to satisfy a
broken law, but he kept the law perfectly in itegept in the room of His Church. He
fulfilled the covenant of works, so as to obtaie firomise of eternal life, originally lost by
His people in Adam their first covenant head. Tde bf God is summarily comprehended in
these two great commandments, “Thou shalt lovelLtid thy God with all thy heart, and
soul, and strength, and mind; and thy neighbouthgself.” The Son of God rendered
infinitely perfect obedience to this law, and saamed eternal life for His people. He,
therefore, secured not only eternal redemptioneberinal life, not only everlasting freedom
from the curse, but the everlasting enjoyment effdvour and fellowship of God. “The gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ ourd’gRomans 6:23).

Some represent the work of redemption, as if itensslely the interposition of Christ
between the Father, as an angry judge, and menila ginners, and thus as if the Father
showed no love at all. This is a very unscriptwialv of the work. In every step of it, from
its origin in the covenant of grace to its exeautio the incarnation, obedience and death of
Christ, we have as surely the display of the F&Heve to sinners as we have of the Son'’s.
The Father undoubtedly displayed His righteous hviatthe curse of the law, and in the
sufferings of Christ upon the cross. But it wasats® who, out of His eternal love to sinners,
provided His own Son as a sacrifice in their std&ld. see therefore in the cross of Christ a
glorious manifestation of the love of God to guiityen, for He spared not His Son, but freely
gave Him up to an accursed death, that poor sirmayist be set free. “God commendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinn@isrist died for us” (Romans 5:8).

IV. The ends of the whole design: “that whosoewdidveth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”

1. The first end is that sinners may believe inSlo@ of God. To believe in the Son is to
“receive and rest upon Him alone for salvationhass freely offered in the gospel.” No one
is excluded from believing in Him in virtue of angtural circumstances whatsoever. Race or
rank is no obstacle. Whosoever, young or old, ocpoor, Jew or Gentile, moralist or open
sinner, believeth in Him, shall not perish, but @asverlasting life. Faith, however, is
absolutely necessary. It is only “he that believibtt shall be saved.” “He that believeth not
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of Godtleth on him.” A historical faith is not
sufficient. We may believe by our natural powers thstorical record of the work of
redemption, and have no saving knowledge of Chiaving faith is the gift of God, and the
fruit of His Spirit's work in the soul. “By gracere@ ye saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2Bis faith is a consequence of the new birth.
What is its first effect? It unites the soul to GhrChrist offers Himself as a Saviour in the
gospel, and the soul, by this heavenly faith, rexeiand rests upon Christ for all the ends of
salvation for which He came into the world.

2. The second end is that believers “should noispebut have everlasting life.” No
sooner is a sinner united to Christ by faith tharobtains two benefits. The first is, freedom
from the curse of the law from which Christ hasemmied His people. That curse is
“everlasting destruction from the presence of tedl.and from the glory of his power” (2
Thessalonians 1:9). The believer shall not perdstause he is now no longer under the
curse. “There is therefore now no condemnatioméont which are in Christ Jesus” (Romans
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8:1). The second benefit is ‘everlasting life.” Ghisays that He gives unto His sheep eternal
life. This eternal life begins in spiritual life h€ dead sinner is made partaker of spiritual life
in the new birth. Faith is the outcome of this wpal life, and it is the same life that will
eventually be swallowed up in eternal life. Thigragal life is in heaven, but the believer
becomes an heir of it here, through his union tasthy faith. He is therefore said to have
everlasting life, because he is a rightful heiritah Christ Jesus. Believers are heirs of an
“inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, athét fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
them who are kept by the power of God through faitbo salvation” (1 Peter 1:4,5). The
love of the Father, the obedience of the Son, hednork of the Holy Spirit, concur to this
gracious and blessed end.

Application.

(1) If you are still in your natural state, you atead in sins, under the curse of God,
and in danger of hell fire for ever. God, in Higraal love, gave His beloved Son, that He
might die, and open up a way of escape and salv&tioeven such as you. Now, in the day
of your merciful visitation, seek grace to belianeChrist, lest you perish for ever. At the
judgment seat you will have to answer, not only your transgression of the law, but for
your rejection of the gospel. If you are then foumgour sins you will have to bear the wrath
of the Lamb, and the punishment of unbelief throegernity. Flee now for your life to
Christ, the only refuge for sinners from the tempéshe wrath of God. “Seek ye me,” saith
the Lord, “and ye shall live” (Amos 5:4).

(2) You that have good reason to hope you wereleddly grace to believe in Christ,
seek a deepening sense of your absolute unworthofeany good thing at the hand of God,
and especially of the salvation that He has pralideHis beloved Son. The more lively your
faith in Christ the deeper will be the sense ofryoanstant need of dependence upon Him in
all His fulness. Seek to get such a measure ofneearto Him by faith as to be filled with
ever-increasing wonder and praise at the eterraiangeable love of God manifested in His
Son, to such unworthy, hell-deserving sinners. ‘6God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in simauld not perish, but have everlasting

life.”
[March 1897]
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A Sermon.
By Rev. ®HN R. MACKAY, M.A., Gairloch, Ross-shire.

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth uporrhthat justifieth
the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousfiesRomans 4:5.

In this passage of the Word of God our attentictiinected to several particulars: —

I. — A people, poor and oppressed,

1. — The refuge of this people;

[1l. — The way by which they come to this refugegda
IV. — The privilege which is theirs when they come.

l. — Our text makes mention of a people poor angregsed. “He who worketh not”
is only one of a class; and what the charactesistind distinguishing circumstances of that
class are will be better understood if we obseme they are contrasted with another very
different class of which mention is made in thecpaing verse. “To him that worketh is the
reward reckoned of debt.” “He that worketh” is, Bgaone of a contrasted class, a typical
instance of that large company of whom the Scregaith elsewhere that they are rich and
increased with goods, and have need of nothingtwbelasses which, in the words of our text
and of the preceding verse, are thus contrastedpase the whole human race. They are the
hungry whom God filleth with good things, and tiehrwhom He sendeth empty away.

What is it that renders “the poor in spirit” so poty-stricken? There are several
reasons which our text suggests, and to them wkelstedly draw attention: —

(1) The poor in spirit work not. By this is not nmahat they are idle or inactive.
None is so active or so profoundly exercised ag. tiet here they are said not to work, nor
would they recognise themselves if spoken of uadgifferent appellation. For by work is here
meant something which merits life or favour fromdiand of power of that nature they are
deeply conscious that, as they are in themseltey, have none. Their confessions to this
effect are numerous. “In me,” says one of themat‘ib to say, in my flesh, there dwelleth
no good thing.” “In thy sight,” says another, “shab man living be justified.” In brief, it
has become a commonplace with this class of pdogi¢hose who expect to win the favour of
God through some good thing which they themselvag perform, are yet under the curse
(Galatians 3:10).

(2) Again, they are poor and oppressed becauseatieeyngodly. To have lost the power
of obtaining life is distressing, but to have acgdiand actually to have exercised the power

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 1 p. 91



of meriting or deserving death, that is more dssteg still. What, then, is the nature of this
ungodliness which is such an affliction to the pbétow desperately wicked the heart of
man is, who can know? Let us rather incline our, ¢aat we may hear and understand
what the Lord, who searches the heart and triegdims, says concerning it: “There is,”
saith He, “none righteous, no not one. There isentiat understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after God. They are all gone out ef Wway, they are together become
unprofitable, there is none that doeth good, noam&. Their throat is an open sepulchre,
with their tongues they have used deceit, the poid@sps is under their lips. Whose mouth
is full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet akeifs to shed blood, destruction and
misery are in their ways. And the way of peace hbgg not known. There is no fear of God
before their eyes” (Romans 3:10-18). Such an adoounuman nature will to many seem
simply shocking; yet is it the very ungodlinessaiich the poor in spirit complain. And those
who have most deeply known the plagues of their dwart will be the readiest to
acknowledge that for all how terrible is the dgstion which the Holy Spirit gives of
man’s heart by nature, it is not a whit more tdeithan are the actual facts of the case.

All mankind are thus ungodly, but not all are awafat. They are not all bowed down
because of it. The afflicted poor arensciouslyungodly. The words of our text make that
plain. They are said to believe upon Him that fiestih the ungodly. Now, in saving faith
there is the self-application of a cure or remedy mean that when one receives the
redemption, which is in Christ Jesus, one receivdsr oneself, and not for another. In
receiving the redemption that is in Christ, we reee redemption of which we have a deep
consciousness of personal, individual need. Thelavhave no need of a physician, but they
that are sick. It is not, then, more true thathose who have no sense of thirst cold water
is comparatively tasteless, than it is true thaemvhihere is no deep sense of personal
ungodliness, God who justifieth the ungodly is remid cannot be, an object of love and
adoring wonder.

But to them that believe upon Him that justifietetungodly is He precious, and
precious in this sense, yea, received in this séfeseould not be, were they not deeply
conscious of their own ungodliness.

(3) And yet again, for we are enquiring into thei®@s which render “the poor” so
poverty-stricken, we cannot imagine an individuahtive a deep personal realisation of
ungodliness without having at the same time somsesef the wrath and displeasure of God.
To know oneself as lost in the sense in which, amBns 3:10-18, the Apostle speaks of all
mankind as lost, is, in other words, to behold sr&hs in the light of God’s countenance;
and in the light of that countenance is there abniaymore or less measure apprehended that
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven againsh sungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.

Need we, then, wonder that “the poor,” who knowgseat reason for sorrow, are
poverty-stricken? But is there no hope, no escapm fthis pit wherein is no water? Yes,
there is. Blessed be He whose name alone in adahé is excellent.

Il. — This leads us in the second place to offansaemarks on the refuge that has
been prepared for this people. What is that refuige® refuge of the ungodly is He that
justifieth the ungodly. He is the King Eternal dndlisible, the only wise God, the Supreme
Judge, and He justifieth the ungodly. He dwellight unapproachable, but it has pleased
Him to reveal Himself as Creator, Lawgiver, and gridAbove all, it has pleased Him to
reveal Himself as the justifier of the ungodly. §8 that glory of His which excelleth, and in
comparison with which other revelations have noryglddere mercy and truth are met
together, righteousness and peace have kisseddsmah A deep sense of the glory which is
revealed when God justifieth the ungodly led thalfsst, in the 89th Psalm, to say: “l will
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sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with mypuh will | make known thy faithfulness
to all generations.” For God, who is light, andiwithom is no darkness at all; just, and with
whom is no iniquity — He justifieth the ungodly,dthat, strange as it may seem, in order
to declare His righteousness. “Deliver me,” saywvi®a“from blood-guiltiness, and my
tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness.”

That God should justify the good and the holy, tisatdeclare them innocent, is only
what must have been expected. But that He shoslifyjuthat is, pardon all the sins, and
accept as righteous in His sight the person olutigodly is what provokes wonder. Yet it is
not more certain that He has revealed Himself asGteator of sun, moon, and stars, than
that in Christ He has revealed Himself as the figstiof the ungodly. This is the wisdom
of God, this is the power of God; this is the glofyGod; the light of the Lamb which will
irradiate the New Jerusalem for ever and ever. Tiatmay contemplate this mysterious
subject in the light of Holy Scripture, we must, liegin with, observe that this act of the
ungodly’s justification is on the part of God an atgrace, of free and sovereign grace. Only
because He purposed from all eternity to revealddifras Jehovah, Jehovah, God merciful
and gracious, is He spoken of in the words of eut &s justifying the ungodly. Of the
truth of this assertion the Scriptures of the Negstdment afford many proofs. “We are
predestinated,” says the Apostle, “to the adoptibahildren by Jesus Christ to Himself
to the praise of the glory of His grace.” “By graaee we saved,” and the headstone of
the whole building shall be brought forth with teisout, “Grace, grace unto it.”

But we should view this great subject of the ungesdustification very defectively, indeed,
if we were to overlook the most important truthathvhen God justifieth the ungodly, He
does so on the ground of the satisfaction whichldesen rendered to His law and justice
through the obedience and death of the Lord Jésis.on the ground of an atonement
that the Supreme Judge justifieth the ungodly; weajustifieth them, as that they shall
never any more throughout all eternity come intadmmnation. We are said to be justified
freely by the grace of God, but only through thederaption that is in Christ Jesus. “Whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation throughthfan his blood” (Romans 3:24,25).
Without the shedding of blood no sin is remittddGbd, then, justifieth the ungodly who
believe upon Jesus, who shall lay anything to tregge of the Judge who thus justifieth, or
to the elect who are thus justified? The answealtoquestions of this nature is: It is
Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen agéime Just One bore the penalty which the
unjust ones deserved to suffer. The Just One, kyiond and suffering, satisfied the law,
and has thus become the end of the law for riglseess to every one that believeth. It is
in the beloved Son that they who otherwise wereodhgare accepted; it is in His blood
they have redemption, even the forgiveness of #ias. Their ungodliness is the great
distress of the poor and oppressed. God revealséffirn Christ not to condemn, but to
justify all those who come unto Him by Jesus Chastd thus He becomes a refuge, an
infinitely desirable refuge for these poor and et ones. The fact that in this way of
salvation the law is not made void, but is rathstal@ished; yea, that the righteousness of the
Supreme Judge is most clearly revealed when inntlaisner He justifieth the ungodly is an
element that renders this refuge to the Spiritliaugspeakably more desirable. And what
confidence does it afford them in drawing near, nviige eyes of their understanding are
opened, to perceive that the redemption, whicmi€hrist Jesus, the forgiveness of sins,
which is in His blood, was provided in the infiniezve of God even the Father? “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten,Sbat whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

God justifieth the ungodly, He waiteth to be grasioHe is in Christ reconciling the
world to Himself, not imputing their trespassesautitem. He is thus surely become the high

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 1 p. 93



tower of those whose chief regret it is that they angodly, and that all the ungodly have
incurred His just and unspeakably heavy displeastines surely ought to be news replete
with graciousness to a lost world. To the consdiousgodly it is glad tidings of great joy. It is
the hope set before them.

1. — How then, we inquire in the third place, tlve consciously ungodly come to
this refuge? The answer is, by faith. It is to Himat believeth on God who justifieth the
ungodly that righteousness is imputed. What, altfoa refuge from the storm and a covert
from the tempest be provided, shall it avail thabat in their worse than brutish
indifference refuse to stir themselves up, or seekntrance into it?

The consciously ungodly come by faith to this higluge. How are we to think of this act
of faith? for that without it no one can be accépeaunto God is frequently stated in
the Scriptures. We should seek, on this accourfgrta correct views of what saving faith
means. Let us, at the outset, lay down some thiigsh saving faith presupposes. On the
one hand, as we have already seen, it is presuppplegethe individual believer should have
a sense of personal ungodliness, and consequestinaédill desert. On the other hand, saving
faith presupposes that there is revealed in thgteces of truth an object of faith. The
object of saving faith is God by Christ Jesus, dgrHim, that is, by Christ Jesus, saith the
apostle Peter, we believe in God who raised Hirmftbe dead, and gave Him glory that
our faith and hope might be in God. If God were inothe Scriptures said to justify the
ungodly, it were impossible that any consciouslgadly creature could trust in Him for
justification. Faith presupposes a sense of needprésupposes that the mind has been
enlightened concerning Him who is the object ahfait presupposes a willingness to come to
this object. But it is more than all this in itseffit is a receiving of and resting upon
God in Christ for our salvation. The faith of Godkect cometh by hearing — hearing the
Word of God, and when the set time to favour theke have found themselves in a horrible
pit and in the miry clay is come, rays of lightrfrahe word of our salvation are by the Spirit
made to pass through and penetrate all the fasulfiéhe soul, and are made the instruments
whereby we receive the light of the knowledge of tflory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. By the living energy that is thus imparted are drawn, as by cords of love, out of
the fearful pit, and out of the miry clay, and deet are placed on the Rock. A new song
also is given unto us, even praise to our God. THass the awakened sinner have an
access into that grace wherein the whole Churchaaf for ever stand secure. Thus does the
Psalmist say, “In God is my salvation and my gldhg rock of my strength and my refuge is
in God.”

We have said that they who thus by Christ draw ne#o God are justified, and
shall never any more come into condemnation. Is @&ae who justifieth the ungodly no
further their object of faith, no further their o¥sin times of trouble? He is. In proof of
this let the significance of the apostle’s refeeent the third verse of this chapter to the
case of Abraham be observed. Abraham was a beliawdr by consequence, a justified
person when he left Ur of the Chaldees to comeadnaan. He was a believer when, in a
time of great famine, he went down to Egypt. He waseliever when, on returning from
the slaughter of the kings, Melchizedeck met himd hlessed him. And it was only after all
these times had passed over his head that thencestaere quoted by the apostle as
illustrative of the nature of saving faith took ga “Look now,” it was said unto him in a
vision, “toward heaven, and tell the stars if thioe able to number them. And He
said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he betianethe Lord, and He counted it to
him for righteousness.” Abraham, although for maewars a justified person, draws near
unto God on the ground that He justifieth the udgpdnd his faith was counted unto him
for righteousness.
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It is true that the state of those who are now ihri€t is unspeakably far
removed from that of those who are still Christlésss also true that they who are once by
living faith united unto the Lord Jesus never cdas&and in that gracious relation to Him.
He giveth them eternal life, and they shall neverigh. Yet we should mistake the
nature of a life of faith upon the Son of God if were to suppose that believers live only by
an act that is past. If they have tasted that threl is gracious, they must ever be coming to
Him as to “a living stone disallowed indeed of mbnt chosen of God and precious.” Let
these things, therefore, be observed.

(1) The Lord’s people attain to a much deeper kmealgk of what they are by
nature after they are in Christ than they ever lfore they were savingly united unto
Him. In the light of that law which is written updheir hearts they have now a much
more profound sense, a more soul-humbling sengteoheinousness of sin, and of the
depravity of their nature.

(2) If they who are in Christ were to say that ttsey not, or that their sins are not
hell-deserving, they would only be deceiving thetwses. God multiplies to pardon,
even after their first acceptance, in order torte&rnal salvation. The Psalmist was long
in a gracious state, long a child of God when iallRs130 he said, “If Thou, Lord,
shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stahdfd also when in Psalm 143 he
pleaded, “Enter not into judgment with thy servdat: in thy sight shall no man living
be justified.” “If any man sin,” says the apostlehd, “we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He is ttopipiation for our sins, and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole wdrlthat is to say, they who are in Christ
must needs resort to the same blood of atonemehith, if they who are still children of
wrath would only by faith resort, it would put thémpossession of eternal life.

(3) As the children of God in this world find theieed of coming to the blood of
atonement only increasing as the griefs of theiarhe@nlarge, so is it of importance
to observe that their abiding right to come to GndJesus Christ, and the promise
of acceptance when they do come, are in the Samgtput with a “much more.” If
“while we were sinners Christ died for us, much méhnen being now justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through HiméaYin one word, God justifying the
ungodly who believeth upon Jesus is the wisdom ofl,Gand the power of God unto
salvation, and is that heavenly sun in the brighams of which the redeemed shall
rejoice throughout the endless ages of eternity.

IV. — We enquire in the last place what is the peige of “the poor” upon their
coming to this Refuge. Their faith is said to bemed unto them for righteousness. Or as
it is put in the following verse, “God imputeth higousness unto them without works.”
“Faith,” as one has well said, “rests upon Chrisna. It in effect excludes itself as a work,
in the matter of justification. It is not a thingpan which a sinner rests — it is his resting
on the Surety. Therefore, that man who would brmyis faith as a part of his justifying
righteousness before God, thereby proves that Isenloafaith in Jesus Christ.” Faith
justifies, not as it is an act which one must perfor die the second death, but as it is an
instrument whereby Christ is apprehended, receiaed, rested upon. It is Christ Himself
who of God is made unto us righteousness. Chrishenmystery of His adorable person,
the seed of David, and the Lord of all; Christ tigh His obedience and sufferings unto
death satisfying the law, and thus making an endif Christ set apart to do this for
those who could do none of those things for theveselthese are the elements which enter
into and constitute that righteousness which is eéhd of the law, the righteousness of
God without the law, but witnessed by the law amel prophets. “I will,” says the prophet,
“greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be jayin my God, for He hath clothed me
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with the garments of salvation, He hath coveredwité the robe of righteousness.” In

this righteousness they are accepted, they havgivémess of sins. Through this

righteousness also they have eternal life, forisifehe reward of righteousness. And thus,
as their ungodliness was the root of bitternessciwvhyielded them all their deepest
sorrows, so this righteousness which is imputea uhém, shall be the fountainhead and
spring of eternal, never-ending blessings, etermeler-ending happiness.

Application. —

(1) Art thou yet a child of wrath? Is not peace withdGsomething unspeakably
desirable? God justifieth the most ungodly who camé& Him by Jesus Christ. Will you
not seek Him while He is to be found, will you nedll upon Him while He is near?
This day are life and death set before you, theeefboose life.

(2) Or hast thou tasted that the Lord is gracio8s@k to realise more and more
profoundly how great is your privilege. If God berfus, who can be against us?
When He justifies there is no appeal from His decis Does the love of Christ constrain
you, leading you to seek to live for Him who maastéal Himself so graciously to you? The
springs of Christian activity are to be found irhbleling the glory of God in justifying the
ungodly.

[April 1897]
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