Brief Notes of a Lecture.

By theRev. D. MACFARLANE, Dingwall.
The Parable of the Marriage of the King’s Son — tfetv 22:1-14.

This is one of the most impressive of Christ’'s jpéea. Behold a royal marriage feast
provided, and gracious invitations given, but, bthg invitations rejected, the grace and
kindness undervalued and despised. Still morehasclose of the parable shows, even
some of those who are taken from “the highwaysd profess to sit as sincere guests, are
found unfit and unworthy, and cast into “the oudlarkness.” What a solemn, searching
warning is here! | shall now proceed, as the Lomyrhelp, to observe the details of the
parable.

|. — The marriage supper.

1. Who made the supper? The King — God, the FaiWéiose marriage is it? The
marriage of His Son, Jesus Christ. Who is the Brid&de Church. Is Christ the only
Husband of the Church? Yes. Do some people say phstors of congregations are
married to the Church, or to the particular congteans over which they are ordained?
Yes. Are they correct in saying that? No. | shaleghe following reasons:

(1) In Scripture there is none spoken of as thé&ng of the Church but Christ. “He
that hath the bride is the bridegroom” (John 3:29hy Maker is thy husband” (Isaiah
54:5).

(2) It would be unlawful for a wife to have moreathone husband.

(3) Pastors are at the same time members of thecEhwhich is the bride of Christ,
and it would be absurd to say that the wife wasdvem husband, or a joint-husband with
Christ.

(4) If pastors were married to the Church, thenwbald have as many husbands as
there are pastors. Are some good people in thet lnhlsaying that when a minister is
ordained over a congregation he is married to ther¢h or to that particular congregation?
What is the reason of this? That saying was hamide¢h from Popery, which usurps the
prerogative of Christ in relation to His Churchgahese good people, although they believe
that Christ is the only Husband of the Church, Epefit as a matter of habit, without
inquiring whether it is scriptural or not. It is tnecriptural; it is not true. May it not,
however, be a fact that some pastors claim to beedao what is called a church? Yes; but
such pastors are not Christ’s pastors, and thetafied church is not His Church. For Christ
will not allow any man to usurp His own place as tHusband of His Church, and His
Church is taught to keep her own place in relat@rChrist as her Husband, and made
faithful so as not to accept of any other husb#&aah tHim. Christ has been pleased to accept
of her as His only bride, and she has been madiegvit very willing — to accept of Him as
her only husband. Let her keep the marriage couefathfully in heart, speech, and
behaviour. Christ will keep His own part of it.

2. What is the supper? The Gospel provision. Whiaalled a supper?

(1) Because of the richness of the provision. this richest provision that was ever
made for men or angels. In the East it is said shaper was the best meal of the day. So is
the Gospel provision.

(2) Because, as supper is the last meal of thetdayNew Testament dispensation is
the last that will be given. These are the lastsdaywhich God speaks to us, and He speaks
to us now through His Son.
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Il. — The invitation. — Who sends the invitation®d; the King. Who are sent by Him to

invite? His servants. Who are these?

(1) John the Baptist;

(2) Christ, the Bridegroom;

(3) the Apostles; and

(4) Gospel ministers to the end of time. Did thesevants go on their errand? Yes,
they all obeyed the command of the King.

Who were invited?

(1) The Jews;
(2) the Gentiles.

Was this the first time the Jews were invited te tharriage supper? No, for it is said
that the servants were sent “to call them that veeilden” They were bidden before by the
prophets, and now are bidden once more, but itheilthe last time. When sinners who have
been often called are again called to come to €hmiay it not be the last call? It may, and it
is so with some. What was the result of the inwote? The Jews refused to comply with the
invitation sent to them by the first messengersidAhey would not come” (verse 3). Other
servants were sent to them with the same messagjagwpon them to come, and adding
that “all things are now ready” (verse 4). But thagde light of it, and went their ways —
one to his farm, another to his merchandise (vé&jseOthers, who were persecutors,
entreated the servants spitefully and slew thena.fohmer were more civil; they did not say
any bad word to the servants. Perhaps they spoleofvéhe marriage which was to be
celebrated, but they were too busy with their ldvdallings to leave them at present for
going to a marriage — even a royal marriage. Ttierlavere determined enemies of the King
and His Son, and so they slew them. Who were theasts that were slain by these
ruffians? John the Baptist was beheaded, Christamasfied, some of the Apostles were
put to death in other ways, and many of Christ'igtérs since were put to death in a most
barbarous manner. People would not deal in thislomay with servants sent forth by an
earthly king to invite them to the marriage of k1. They would consider it a great honour
to be invited. But when the Lord of hosts sendsddizvants — His own Beloved among them
— to invite sinners to come to the Saviour, thishis treatment they often meet with at the
hands of some whom they invite!

How did the King take this insult to His graciousitation, and cruel treatment of His
servants? “He was wroth” (verse 7). How did He rfesti His righteous displeasure at
them? “He sent forth his armies, and destroyecdetnasrderers and burned their city” (verse
7). Who were the armies employed to execute tldgment upon them? The Romans. Did
the Romans know that they were actuated by Goa tihid work? No; they had no thoughts
of it. They had their own selfish ends in view, leitd accomplished His purpose through
them towards His enemies. What does the King datis¢ that slew His servants?
“Murderers.” Are those who persecute and slay God’s servantpaople murderers? Yes,
the worst kind of murderers. What will God do wiglich men? He will destroy them.
According to law the murderer must be hanged. May these murderers flee to some
hiding-place and thus escape the punishment thegrde? No; for God will find them out
and bring them to trial. There can be no possibtape. When shall they be so dealt with?

(1) Sometimes in this world, as in the case of leers whom God destroyed by the
Romans, and burnt their city;

(2) at death, when their souls shall be cast ieth And

(3) at the day of judgment, when their bodies, mgad to their souls, shall be
punished in the place of everlasting torment. Thg df judgment will be a day of awful
revelations. All secret sins, which lay hid fronetbye of other men, shall be disclosed and
made bare before the eyes of all men and angeldsthese who committed them shall be
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dealt with according to their desert, if they diepardoned. All murderers — and those,
especially, who murdered God'’s people — shall baghed according to the aggravation of
their sins. Many a neck shall, so to speak, bectteel on that day of final reckoning; many
a body shall swing before the gaze of an innumerabsemblage of spectators.

Were there any guests found for the wedding? Yeiserd/ were they found? “In the
highways.” Who are meant by those in the highwalys® Gentiles. When the Jews refused,
the King sent His servants to invite the Gentil€so ye,” he said, “into the highways, and
bid them to the marriage.” Before the invitationmeato the Gentiles, did they expect to be
honoured with a call to the royal marriage? No. Hilid/ they treat the invitation? Not like
the Jews; they readily complied with it. They camegreat multitudes, “and the wedding
was furnished with guests.” Nothing will gatherraany people as the Gospel.

Were all who came good people? No; they were a @gncanpany — some were good,
others bad. Does this mean that some are good thyenand others bad that are invited to
come to Christ? No, for all are bad by nature -ef¢his no difference” — and they are, as
such, invited to the Saviour, that they may be ngated. What, then, is meant? That of the
many who are gathered into the visible Church, aradke a profession of religion, many
shall be found to be hypocrites when God shalldgtirem to judgment.

When they were all gathered who came in to see ?h€he King. Did He notice that
there were some among them who were hypocrites? Bgswhat mark were they
distinguished from the rest? By their garmenttithé outward garment of the body that is
meant? No. What, then? The garment of the soul.t\Mghidnat garment we require that we
may be approved of God? The righteousness of Chfes, that is the garment that can
make us acceptable to Him. Is there any other garmeeded in order to be prepared for
heaven? Yes; the garment of holiness (Psalm 45Tt®).one is to be had by the imputation
of Christ’'s righteousness; the other by the sayiatf work of the Spirit in us. “Without
holiness no man shall see the Lord.”

Was there only one of the guests without the weglderment? Yes. Why, then, is only
one mentioned? As a specimen of many others whe wea similar condition. Why was
that man without the necessary apparel while othatsit? He thought his own was good
enough, and therefore he did not apply for a beHerwas honest in his dealings with his
fellow-creatures, was outwardly decent, and wasgular attendant at church, and he
imagined that that was sufficient. How did the Kidgal with this man? He spoke to him.
What did He say to him? He called him “friend.” Widyd He call him “friend”? Not
because he was really so, but because he pretendened to be a friend — just as Christ
called Judas by that name. What did He say to liien this? “How camest thou in hither?”
Why did He ask himHMow,” and not “Why”? To remind him that it was not by door —
the only lawful way of entrance — he came in. Whahie door? Christ. He says, “I am the
door.” As the poor sinner did not come in by thabd no wonder although he was without
the wedding garment. Had the man anything to sdysrown defence? No; he had no plea
at the bar of God. His mouth was shut. Could he hate pled that he was earnest in
religion, and acted according to the light he hidd? for if he could, he would have done it.
Could he not have pled that he was not elected tlaadif he had been he would have the
necessary preparation, like others? No, for if beld, he would have done it. Could he not
have pled that he could not convert himself, tha tvas God’s work, and therefore cast the
blame upon God? No, for if he could, he would hdege it. Could he not have pled that if
he got one more chance he would make sure of h@iegared? No, for if he could, he
would have done it in so critical a position. Hisuth was shut; he had nothing to plead at
God’s bar in his own defence.

Do sinners under the Gospel bring forward the easushave mentioned, and many
others, when they are pressed to come to Chrisg? W&l they be able to adduce these
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when God shall bring them to account? No; their tinahall be shut, as that man’s mouth
was. Do many blame God, their fellow-creatures, &athn now for their not being in Christ
— for their not being converted to God? Yes. Wihmtlisbecome of all these excuses — for
they are only excuses — when they shall appearddf® judgment-seat of Christ? They
shall all vanish away like smoke. Their mouth shallclosed, as the mouth of that man was.
Probably that man had many excuses to plead invarsdefence till the King came in and
brought him to trial, but then his mouth was clas@dmy soul, take warning; O fellow-
sinner, take warning! Cast away all your vain eesygome to Christ now. This may be the
last call to you. Fall down on your knees; cry foercy; for God still waits to be gracious.
Christ says, “Him that cometh unto me, | will in wise cast out.”

Did the King take further proceedings against them? Yes. He gave orders about him.
To whom did He give these orders? To His servaifisat were the servants ordered to do
with him?

(1) To bind him hand and foot — “Bind him hand dodt.” Why were his hands to be
bound? It is by their hands men work, and God sdyknow thy works.” But there is
nothing laid to his charge but that he wanted tleelding garment. But all he did, however
good as to the matter of it, was sinful, becauseasg not done from the right principle and
from the right motive. It did not spring from thernziple of grace in his soul, and it was not
done from the motive of glorifying God; and themefdnis hands must be bound. At death
the hands of sinners shall be bound so that thegatado the evil works which they did in
their lifetime. Why were his feet to be bound?dthy their feet men walk, and this man
walked in his own self-righteous way and despisedrighteousness of Christ; and therefore
his feet must be bound. Sinners who walk in thein @vil ways and trample upon God’s
commandments shall have their feet bound at deatlhat they will be no longer able to
walk in the ways in which they had formerly walkdtdhey cannot trample upon God’s holy
law any more in the world. Is there anything maré¢ understood by his being bound hand
and foot? Yes; for when a man is so bound he iblen® do anything for himself; he is
powerless. Will that be the case of sinners athfeates; they shall be quite powerless to
help themselves. Besides, when a man is bound &addoot he is absolutely in the power
of him that bound him. He can deal with him as hleages. And in like manner, sinners at
death are absolutely in the power of God. Manyrsay, “Our mouth is our own, our hands
and feet are our own, and we may do with them aple@se. We may speak what we like;
we may do what we think ourselves, and not what Godmands us to do and we can walk
out on the Sabbath, seeking our own pleasure, wth@od says, ‘Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy.”” But when their mouth is stand their hands and feet are bound they
cannot act in that way. O Sabbath-breaker, takeiwgr You got many warnings already,
but if you turn your feet now — even now — fromfarang the Lord’s day, it may not be too
late. “Turn at my reproof,” God says. “Turn ye,rtiiye, why will ye die?”

(2) They were commanded to take him away. The Ksagl, “Take him away.”
Hitherto he was in the company of God’s people,rfaw he must part company with them
for ever. Is it thus how it shall be at death wtibse who are not true professors of religion?
Yes. They are now in the company of the Lord’s peothey are with them in the same
church, under the same Gospel ministry, sittinghwitiem at the Lord’s table, and thus
making the same public profession of being theipliss of Christ. But as they want the
wedding garment they shall be taken away from thedgcompany in which they had so
long been, and with whom they had no sympathy al lifkeness. “The ungodly shall not
stand in judgment, nor sinners in the congregatbmhe righteous” (Psalm 1:5). O, the
solemn parting — never, never to meet again! Ok se¢ only to be in the company of the
Lord’s people, seek to be of the blessed numbewoar shall be taken away from their
company at death, as that man was by the ordéedfing.
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(3) They were ordered to cast him into outer daskn&Vhy is that place called “outer
darkness”? Because there is not the least raglaf iin it. Are not sinners in a state of nature
in darkness? Yes, and on that account they aredc&larkness” itself. “Ye who were once
darknessare now made light in the Lord.” But although sirmare in that darkness in this
world, yet it is not “outer darkness,” because light of the Gospel has shined upon this
sinful world. That light shines about them, thoubk darkness comprehends it not. There is
hope for sinners as long as they are within theafahe Gospel. This is a great privilege.
But those who go to the other world refusing thei®@a are cast into “outer darkness,”
where the light of the Gospel never shines. Theneothing there but utter and everlasting
despair, and therefore it is called “outer darkrieBse darkness in which sinners are now in
Gospel lands is buinner darkness$. That is an “outer darkness” — there is no darker
darkness beyond it. It is the “blackness of darkrie®, fellow-sinner, flee from the works
of darkness; flee to Christ, the “Light of the wihfl“the Sun of righteousness.” Seek to be
made light in the Lord. It may not yet be too lalbe Gospel call is to you as long as you
are within the bounds of time. If you die refusihg Saviour, there is nothing else awaiting
you in eternity but to be cast into “outer darkriess

Why are those in that place said toweeping?Because of their great suffering and
misery. They rejoiced on earth while they oughthtve been weeping and bemoaning
themselves, like Ephraim when he repented; but thay weep bitterly, and for ever. God’s
people wept in the world, and the world — the witkerejoiced. But now the tables are
turned. God’s people rejoice in heaven, and newe&pnagain; the wicked weep in hell, and
never rejoice any more. They endure the greatestereable sufferings, and are in the depth
of the greatest misery, and therefore they aretsaicep.

Why are they said to gnash their teeth? (1) Becafigbeir great suffering, as when
people are in extreme pain they gnash their tg@jhlt is a manifestation of their heart’s
enmity against God. Like a furious dog that is oedi, when he cannot get at you to tear
your flesh, he gnashes his teeth at you. The wicketis world hate God, and they show
their hatred in disobedience, transgression ofl&lis and in neglecting the great salvation
and rejecting Christ. And as they are, in eterriyyind hand and foot, they manifest their
enmity to God by gnashing their teeth at Him. Butsb doing they only increase their own
misery.

O, sinner, seek that your heart’'s enmity against @ay be slain by the death of Christ,
and that the love of God may be shed abroad in feart by the Holy Ghost, so that you
may be enabled to say, “I love the Lord”; or thaméty shall be a scourge, tormenting you
for ever in the “outer darkness.” “He that sinnatiainst me,” Christ says, “wrongeth his
own soul: all they that hate me love death” (Prbse8:36). But so long as you are in the
land of the living you are invited to Christ. “Athings are ready; come unto the marriage.”

This may be the last call to you.
[May 1912]

A Sermon.

By theREvV. THOMAS MANTON, D.D., Puritan Divine.
Preached, 17th August, 1662.
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“Wherefore, seeing we are compassed about withreat@ cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so g&sibet us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us” — Hebrews 12:1.

In the former chapter you have a spiritual chranior a catalogue of the Lord’'s
worthies, and all the eminent effects of theirfa@nd now the Apostle comes to make use
of this history that he had produced through soyrsrtcessions of ages of all the holy men
of God that excelled in faith. “Wherefore, seeing are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses” etc.

The text is wholly hortatory. In it observe:
(1) The premises or principle the Apostle workepon “Seeing we are compassed
about,” etc.
(2) The practical inferences which are deduced filoemce, and they are two.
[1] One concerning the private part of our dutyetlus lay aside every weight,” etc.
There is something external and without — like kmgcus in our way to heaven — “every
weight”; and something within that will hinder amebuble us within: therefore he saith,
“And the sin which doth so easily beset us.”
[2] Here is the positive part. “Let us run with jgaice the race that is set before us.”
There’s motion, “run”; the manner, “with patiencéhie stage or way, “the race that is set
before us.”

My purpose is to give you some brief thoughts ugua useful and practical inference
of the Apostle, from the histories of the faithfbefore recorded. Therefore I will sum up
the whole text in this point.

Doctrine.— Thepeople of God, that have such a multitude of exampf holy men and
women set before them, should prepare themselvesinahe spiritual race with more
patience and cheerfulness.

There are two things in this doctrine — the encgenaent and the duty. | shall open both
with respect to the circumstances of the text.

First, the encouragement: a multitude of examplesas in the text, “Seeing we are
compassed about with so great a cloud of withesséaik, here are withesses — a great
cloud of witnesses — and these compassing us raomoat.

(1) Here are witnesses. By that term we are to rstaled those worthy saints
mentioned and reckoned up in the former chapteel Abnoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, etc.
All the saints of God that have had experiencehef goodness of His providence to them
and the fulfilling of His promises, they are allled witnesses. Why? Because they depose a
testimony for God, and to speak to future genenatio be constant, as they were, that they
might receive the like reward. This witness waglpan their faith and partly in the fruit of
their faith.

1. They witnessed by their faith. “He that hatheiged his testimony hath set to his
seal that God is true” (John 3:33). A man that hathindly digested the promises, that
expresses his faith by cheerfulness and patienderuad! difficulties, troubles, delays, and
those sundry trials that he meets with, gives darnhand and seal — proclaims it to the
world — that he hath to do with the true God. And

2. They witnessed in the fruits of their faith,thsy give us an instance of God'’s
fidelity towards them that faithfully adhere to afidnly believe in His promises; so it is
said, “Be not slothful, but followers of them whbraugh faith and patience inherit the
promise” (Hebrews 6:12). Let faith but set patieacerork — do but hold out a little while
with God — and you may learn by the example oftlatise holy men, we shall inherit the
promises; they shall be made good to a tittle, matdone thing fail of all that the Lord hath
spoken. As these holy men were exercised and tdesaad fro, but it succeeded well with
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them at the last. O then, let us hearken to th@slgpn of these worthy witnesses that are
recorded in the Scripture, and with such an inMilecresolution as theirs was, let us hold on
our course towards true happiness. If we do nety that are now propounded as witnesses
to us will, at the day of judgment, be produceavideesses against us. And, pray, also let us
remember that we are to continue and keep afoottésimony to succeeding generations.
For not only the prophets and the holy men of GadenGod’'s witnesses, but all God’s
people also are His witnesses (Isaiah 43:10); by flaith, patience, diligence, constancy,
and cheerfulness under afflictions, they are te giwvunder hand and seal to the world that
God is a true and faithful God. But now, if we eithby our sinful walking or by our
drooping discouragements, discredit Christ and ptigfession, then we are witnesses
against Him; we deny that religion which we woukks to profess and cry up. “They
profess they know God, but in works they deny h{fitus 1:16), and the more dangerous,
because deeds are more deliberate than wordspamdreater evidence of what we think in
our hearts. If we, by drooping discouragements sintul walking, discredit religion, we
deny it, and do in effect put the lie upon ChriBherefore let us remember they were
witnesses, and so must we.

(2) By a figurative speech they are called a cleudaving “a cloud of witnesses.”

Why so? | might trouble you with many conceits ipteters have had of this word “cloud.”
Say some, because of the raisedness of theirssgogtause clouds fly aloft; clouds, for the
fruitfulness of their doctrine, as clouds send dofitful showers upon the earth; and
clouds, because they cool and cover us from the Beasome would gloss for our comfort.
Others, with more judgment, say a cloud, with alnsto the pillar of cloud which
conducted the Israelites to Canaan. Yet neithen tos come up fully to the scope of the
Apostle, for the Apostle speaks not of a cloud thaes before us, but of a cloud that
compasses us round about, and therefore a clousl.rddson why it is called so is the
number and multitude of those witnesses; as a deudade up of a multitude of vapours
gathered together and condensed into one body.sAritle expression is often used; “Thou
shalt be like a cloud to cover the land,” etc. (&ek38:9), noting the increase of the people
when God would restore them, the multitude of cotsvéAnd so in profane authors, Livy
hath such an expression; an army of men is calleldwd. But this is enough to show the
intent of this expression; that there are a muwéty a very great number. Though the godly,
comparatively and with respect to the wicked, afeve yet considered in themselves they
are a great number; for if the martyrs, and thdeeays instances of heroic faith, and that
under the Old Testament, when God’s interest wasemonfined to one people — if there
were such a Church then of so great a number, willathe whole Church of the Old and
New Testaments be when we shall meet togetheranem® We are often discouraged with
the paucity of professors, and are apt to thinlselwes to be left alone (1 Kings 19:10). But
let us remember there is a “cloud of witnesses.” k& not solitary now, and certainly we
shall not want company when we come to heavenifi€annumerable company of,” etc.

Again, it meets with an ordinary and strong temptatwhich Satan suggests to the
hearts of the godly — that they are singular antthtess in their afflictions; that none of the
people of God have ever undergone such difficulieshey are exposed unto. And this
makes them question their Father’s affections, gutdhemselves out of the number of His
children. Yes, but all these things are accomptishethe saints of God before you. Here is
a cloud of witnesses that have been exercisedraadltb purpose (1 Peter 5:9). They are
troubled with a busy devil, a naughty world, a optrheart. All have had their trial from
God's correcting hand. “The same afflictions arecaeplished in your brethren, that are in
the world.” So that we have many fellows. Our o harder than the saints of God that
have gone before us, for there is a “cloud of vages.”
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(3) Observe the Apostle calls it a cloud that cosspa us round about. That is, we
have instances for every trial, temptation, andy dbat we are put upon. Here we have
examples of those that have fulfilled the commasfdShrist on this side with an undaunted
courage, and the examples of those that have hlbeeross of Christ with an invincible
patience. Here we have examples of those that t@wguered right-hand temptations — that
have despised the delights of the world; and tlaeeethose that have conquered left-hand
temptations — that have not been broken and afgylvith the terrors of the world. All the
saints of God have trodden that way — the samespaltierein we are to walk after them. We
cannot look this way or that way but we have insésnof faith, confidence in God, and
patience. “We are compassed about,” etc. In shuwete lies the encouragement that
Christians should propound to themselves.

1. That there are examples. Christians of latteesi have more to answer for their
infidelity than those of former ages. They thastfibelieved the promises believed without
such a “cloud of witnesses” or multitude of exansplelany have gone before us that have
broken the ice, and that found good success froeir town experience. They have
commended God to us as a true and faithful God;veiichot you go on? When Jonathan
and his armour bearer climbed up the rocks of thdisBnes, then the people were
encouraged to go up after. So here are some thet pane before you, and it hath
succeeded well with them.

2. These examples are many. Not one or two thahtmig supposed to be
singularly afflicted and to have eminent prerogagivabove the rest of their brethren, but
many in every age — a whole cloud of them.

3. There are examples of many rare and excellemt mthe best that ever lived
under heaven. “Take, my brethren, the prophetaricgxample,” etc. (James 5: 10).

4. They are propounded to us not for their wordy and for their profession, but
for their deeds, for their bitter sufferings; ainy abundantly manifest to us that there is
nothing impossible in our duty, or anything so idifft but may be overcome through
Christ’s strength enabling us. They all had the esarature we have; they were of the like
passion with us; flesh and blood as we are; ofsdm@e relations and concernments. And
then, on the other side, we have the same caubetlvein, the same recompense of reward
to encourage us, the same God and Saviour to remmmsepus. He suffered for us as well as
for them. Therefore we should follow in their stegyel hold fast our confidence to the end,
for they have showed us that poverty, reproacheathditself, and all those things that
would look harsh and with a ghastly aspect uporetfes of the world, are no such evils but
that a believer may rejoice in them and triumphrdahem. | say they have showed that the
blandishments of the world have not such a chartrthmy may be renounced without any
loss of considerable joy and contentment, andttteduties of Christianity are not so hard
but that a little waiting upon God will bring inage enough to perform them. Therefore
saith the Apostle, “Seeing we have a cloud of vasas, let us lay aside,” etc. And so | come
to the encouragement — to the

Second thing, and that is the duty here pressede Ke(1l) the privative, (2) the
positive part of our duty. Here is mortificationdamivification. Mortification: “Let us lay
aside,” etc. Vivification: “Let us run with patieag¢ etc. In both the branches he alludes to
terms proper to races. In a race you know men stemselves of their clothes and whatever
is burdensome and heavy, that they may be the hgbrieof foot. And so the Apostle bids
us “lay aside every weight.” And they do withal tdieemselves, that they might have no
clog from within. “Every man that striveth for threastery is temperate in all things” (1
Corinthians 9:25), that is, they took care thalyttlel not clog and indispose themselves for
the race they were to run. But they, verily, rumydor a corruptible crown; we for a crown
that is incorruptible and glorious. So accordinghis double practice of racers, we are to
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cast aside every weight from without, etc. So tem@’double object: laying aside every
weight, and sin. There’snus externum- the weight without that presses us down and
hinders our speed; and then thergtgpedimentum internum there’s sin — that which
weakens within. By reason of the former we makkelgpeed; by reason of the latter we are
often interrupted. And therefore we must do as jthegt they might be swift and expedite —
“lay aside every weight” and be more “temperatalinthings.” Herein a runner in a race
differs from a traveller. A traveller strengthenmbkelf for his journey as well as he can —
his clothes on, and sometimes carries a great busitd him; but a runner of a race makes
himself as light as he can. But to come more palgrty to the words.

(1) “Lay aside every weight.” By weight is meanbs$le things that burden the soul
and make our heavenly progress more tedious anthensmme. And by weight is meant, |
think, the delights and cares of the world, thetitude of secular business. All our earthly
contentments and affairs, so far as they are aelutal us, hinder us in our way to heaven;
these must all be put off. Saith Christ, “Take heegourselves, lest at any time your hearts
be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkennesscanmds of this life,” etc. (Luke 21:3,4).
The heart that is depressed cannot be so freeddra@d the offices of our heavenly calling,
when we give way to surfeiting, drunkenness, amd<saf this world.

1. The heart may be overcharged with the delightthe world. Surfeiting and
drunkenness must not be taken in the gross nofion.must not think of spewing, reeling,
vomiting, as if to avoid these were a full comptarwith Christ’'s direction. The heart may
be overcharged when the stomach is not. Theredsy alrunkenness and a more refined
surfeiting, and that is when the heart grows heawfit for prayer, and relishes not the
things of the Spirit. When the delights of the fledog the wheel, abate that vigour and
cheerfulness that we should show forth in the wipreifi God and holy actions — when the
delights of the flesh withdraw us from that watdh&ss and diligence that is necessary in
taking care for our souls — then the heart is dvarged. Voluptuous living is a great sin. It
chokes the seed of piety so soon as planted imehet, so that they can bring nothing to
perfection. It brings a brawn and a deadness uperconscience and affections. There is
nothing that hardens the heart so much as theessftaf carnal pleasure. “Sensual, having
not the Spirit” (Jude 19). Sensuality quenchesratural bravery and briskness of spirit that
becomes a man; much more doth it hinder the subtipeeations of the Spirit of God. Well
then, remember, Christians, you are not only ttevelby the way but runners in a race. If
we were to speak to you only under the notion a¥dliers in a way, this were enough to
wean you from the delights of the flesh. “As strarsgand pilgrims, abstain from fleshly
lusts which war against the soul” (1 Peter 2:11he Tore you indulge these fleshly lusts,
the more you hearten and strengthen the great eémgur souls, and starve the better
part. But you areas runners in a race. By this pietathe duty is more bound upon you.
Much more should you beat down the body and keép stubjection. The Apostle hath a
notable word: “I keep under my body, and bringhisubjection” etc. (1 Corinthians 9:27). |
beat down my body. You must either keep under pless or pleasures will keep you
under. For a man is soon brought under the powenimon, and tyranny of evil customs
and some brutish pleasure by indulging the lustefflesh (1 Corinthians 6:12). Be but a
little addicted to any one thing, and you are btdugnder the power of it. The flesh waxes
wanton and imperious, and a slavery grows upon lypuegrees. The more you indulge
carnal affections, the more they increase upon wogl therefore you must hold the reins
hard — exercise a powerful restraint. Solomon sg@nitentials gives an account of his own
folly, and how fearfully he was corrupted this wdyWwhatsoever mine eyes desired | kept
not from them; I withheld not my heart from any jogtc. (Ecclesiastes 2:20). This was
that which brought him to such a lawless excesd,arength to fall off from God. When
we give nature the full swing, and use pleasuré toib free a license, the heart is insensibly
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corrupted, and the necessities of life are turmtd diseases, and all that you do is but in
compliance with your lusts. Your eating and drirgkiis but a meat-offering and drink-
offering to lusts and carnal appetites. | rememBefomon saith, “He that delicately
bringeth up his servant from a child shall have thetome his son at length” (Proverbs
29:21); that is, allow a servant too much libentg de will no more know his condition, but
grow contemptuous, bold, and troublesome. So liei®. We are all the worse for license.
Natural desires — unless they feel fetters andgnucestraints — grow unruly and excessive.
And therefore it is good to abate the liberty o# flesh, that the body may be a servant and
not a master. When you deny yourselves in notlbngsatisfy every vain appetite, a custom
grows upon the soul, and intemperance proves & iad a habitual distemper, so that you
cannot when you would — upon prudent and piousesp- refrain and command your
desires. And therefore 'tis good sometimes to tihhaad vex the flesh; as David poured out
the water of Bethlehem that he longed for (2 Sar28el7). Not to deny ourselves in what
we affect and covet, lust grows into a wanton, keodd imperious, and so prescribes upon
us, and we are brought under the power of thesgshi

2. The business and cares of this world. For tivaseoderately followed, and not
in obedience to God, are a sore burden, and maksdul heavy, and allows no time and
strength for God and His service and those happpnities of private communion with
Him. When we are encumbered with much service wgege that “one thing necessary”
(Luke 10:42). And therefore Christians must takechthat the lean kine do not devour the
fat; that Sarah be not thrown out of doors insteaHagar; that religion be not thrust to the
walls, which should be our prime and chief businedsle every business hath its time and
course. The Scriptures, knowing the proneness phearts to temporal things, deals with
us as we do with a crooked stick — we bend it schmilne other way. And therefore
sometimes they forbid necessary labour. “Labour footthe meat which perisheth,” etc.
(John 6:28); the meaning is, not chiefly. But intie the stick another way: “Set not your
affections on the things of the earth.” A man mueste some kind of affection to his work
here below, but we had need to be bent the othgr Wa may gather this from this precept:
'tis better to encroach upon the world than thelav@hould encroach upon godliness. In
short, things are a burthen and clog to us accgrdsour delight and scope is. If the pomp
and increase of the world be our end and scope, tekgion will be looked upon as a
burden. That will be a weight, and all the dutiégodliness as a melancholy interruption;
as this, “When will the Sabbath be over?” (Amos)2The exercise of godliness will be a
troublesome thing, and we shall go about the wdrkebgion as if we went about it not.
But, on the other side, if heaven and heavenlygthibhe our scope, then the world is a
burthen, and then we shall use it in the way —nmiitabusing — as taking up our rest here (1
Corinthians 7:31,32). Man hath a body and soul,l@doth provide for both, but for one in
subordination. The soul is the chief, and therefeeemust not so look after the interests and
concernments of the bodily life as to forget theeasts of the soul or to neglect them. Many
will not so grossly idolise present things as tnownce things to come. Aye, but they so
often follow the things of the world that they negi their eternal concernments. The
happiness of a people lies in communion with God, therefore that must be looked after.
We must take heed that the cares of the world Imavesuch a hand and power over us as
either to divert us from or unfit us for these hegland nobler pursuits — the enjoyments of
God in Christ. This is the first thing the Apostigeaks to these spiritual racers: to “lay aside
every weight,” that is, the delights of the flestddhe cares of the world.

(2) The next thing to be laid aside is sin, whidihdso easily beset us. As we must
guard against things without, so we must mortify ocorrupt inclinations within; or else it
will soon make us weary of our heavenly race ontfan it. Sin, you know, is twofold —
original and actual. Actual sin is not meant priityafor that is notpeccatunagensthe sin
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that easily besets us; bpgccatuntransfiensthe sin that passes from us. And original sin is
that which is emphatically called “sin” (Romans )7:Blow this original corruption may be
considered as merely native, or as acquired andowegd into evil customs and habits; for
according to men’s tempers and constitutions -hayg are severally disposed — so by the
corruption of nature they are inclined to one swrenthan another. As the channel is cut, so
corrupt nature finds a vent and issue. In every thane is some predominant sin, and in
every regenerate person some relics of that sam fivhence is the greatest danger of his
soul. Thus David speaks of his iniquity (Psalm B3:2Vell, then, this is that “sin that doth
so easily beset us” — original sin, improved intang tyranny or evil custom, which doth
increase and prevail upon us more and more. Nosvishsaid — “easily beset us” — for three
reasons. Partly because it hath a great power estcaint over us, and implies the whole
man — the members of the body, the faculties obthé. So great an interest hath it acquired
in our affections that it doth “easily beset ug’hath great power and command over us.
Partly because it sticks so close that we cannaturyown strength lay it aside. “Can the
Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his sat3eremiah 13:23). A man can as soon
change his skin as lay aside his customs, thas@udeeply engraven as the blackness of an
Ethiopian or the spots of the leopard. And partgcduse it mingles itself with all our
motions and actions (Romans 7:21, etc.) It eastlyebs us. 'Tis present with us; it impels
us, and solicits us, and draws us to sin furthet famther, and doth make us negligent in
what is God’s. We cannot do or speak anything towili infest us in all our duties of piety,
charity, justice. On every side it is interposingxing, thwarting the motions of the Spirit;
and so abates our strength, vigour, and agilitg, @ards our course towards heaven and
glory. Therefore, lay aside, as every weight, serggin, etc.

Question — Now, what is it to lay aside, or how can we &syde, since sin sticks so
close to us and is engraven in our natures?

Answer — Certainly something may be done by us, for ihsverywhere pressed as our
duty. “Put off the old man” (Ephesians 4:22; 1 lPétell). We may put it off more and
more, though we cannot lay it aside. Then we ai@ tea“lay aside the sin that so easily
besets us” when we prevent and break the domirfigntbat it shall not reign over us. “Let
not sin reign,” etc. (Romans 6:12). Though it deeatl us, lives in us, and works in us, yet it
should not overcome us and bring us into bondageé,sa it will not be imputed to our
condemnation. And at length, when the soul shalbdgarated from the body, we shall be
wholly free from it.

Question — Aye, but what must we do that we may represstite question returns —
that we may break the dominion of it?

Answer — | answer, this is the work of the Spirit of G&lit we must know the Spirit of
God doth work the work of mortification two waysy regeneration and after regeneration.
By regeneration and so He doth immediately, withemut co-operation of ours, mortify the
deeds of sin — gives sin its death wound. That wiécleft is as a thing mortified; ’tis
broken. The Scripture often speaks of this firstrkv@f regeneration (Romans 6:6;
Colossians 2:11).

(1) When we are planted into Christ then we putlodéf body of sin; and though it doth
not presently die, yet 'tis weakened that it cameajn, though it be not destroyed.

(2) After regeneration the Spirit doth more and endestroy sin, the relics of sin, this
crucified body of sin, till it dieth wholly away. his He doth in us, but not without us.
“Through the Spirit, mortify the deeds of the bodiRomans 8:13). Not the Spirit without
us, nor we without the Spirit, but ye through theri® What is then required of us?

1. Seriously purpose not to sin, and promise to Gmdyield Him unfeigned
obedience. Especially should we make this pronmgbhe use of those solemn rites by which
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the Covenant between God and us is confirmed. Tipke solemn purpose not to grieve the
Spirit nor to break His law. “I have sworn, and lllwerform it, that | will keep thy
righteous judgments” (Psalm 119:106). This purpafskeeart is the root of all good actions;
therefore in the confidence of God’s help, in thase of thy own weakness (Psalm 119:32),
we cannot lay wagers upon our own strength. Ystdtir duty to engage our hearts to God.
To sin against the light of our own conscience, dhanination of the Spirit, and the
chastening and instruction of our own reins, thggravates our sin; but to sin against and
besides our fixed purpose of not sinning, thattkgls sin; for then ’tis a sin of weakness and
infirmity, not of wilfulness and malice. And thenewcan say, as Paul, when the heatrt is
fixedly bent towards God, “The evil which | wouldththat do I” (Romans 7:19). Two ways
may we be said to sin against purpose — either wienare overborne besides our
purpose, or our purpose still remains to please.@adwhen the water breaks over the
bank — the bank remaining — in such a case thet fgauhot in the bank, but in the
violence of the flood. Or, second, when we bredkoaoir purpose or consent to do evil;
as when we cut through the bank, the water maylyeaske through. There’'s a great
deal of difference between sin dwelling in us am entertained by us; between sin
remaining and sin reserved. When you have a firmppse against all sin, there is sin
remaining, but 'tis not reserved, 'tis not kept altbwed.

2. Watch over thyself with a holy suspicion, beaatisou hast sin within thee
that doth easily beset thee. Therefore “considgrwhys” (Psalm 119:59); “guard thy
senses” (Job 31:1); but above all, “keep thy he@lPfoverbs 4:23). Conscience must
stand as porter at the door, and examine what camasd what goes out. Watch over
the stratagems of Satan and seducing motions obwryheart.

3. Resist and oppose strongly against the firsings of the flesh, and the
tickling and pleasing motions of sin that doth éasieset us, when it doth entice us
away from God, or do anything that is unseemly aondtrary unto the duties of our
heavenly calling. Oh, remember we are not debtorthé flesh (Romans 8:20). Thou
art tied to the Lord by all obligations and induhge. Therefore break the force of sin
by a serious resistance; check it; and let thy smd up in indignation against it. My
business is not to pleasure the flesh but to pléasd.ord.

4. Bewalil thy involuntary lapses and falls with gential tears, as “Peter went
out and wept bitterly” (Matthew 26:57). Godly sowas of great use for laying aside
of sin, as salt potions kill worms. When childreme &roubled with worms we give them
salt potions. So these bitter penitential tears thiee means God hath appointed to
mortify sin; that's the reason the Apostle saitlpotly sorrow worketh repentance to
salvation, not to be repented of’ (2 CorinthianslOj: 'Tis not only a part of
repentance, but worketh preserving durable resmhgti a walking closely with God.
'Tis a means God hath blessed to this end and serpo

5. Recover from thy falls; renew thy combat. Asak; when they were
overcome in battle, would try it again and againdges 20:28). Take heed of ceasing
for the present; for though thy enemy seems to gtev though the flesh seems to
prevail against the spirit in the battle — yet trghalt have the best of it in the war. By
the power of grace thou shalt have the victory.

Thus | have gone over the privative part of ouryduiLet us lay aside every
weight, and the sin that doth so easily beset ustiould have come to the positive:
“Let us run with patience the race that is set bef@s.” There is the duty — “Let us run
the race that is set before us”; and there is th@mar of the duty — “Let us run with
patience.” | should have shown you that a Chrissidiie is like a race from earth to
heaven, in a way of holiness and exercise of grdibés race continues as long as we
continue in the world — from our nativity to ourath. After death the strife is ended.
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Now, in this race we must run, and “so run that mey obtain the crown” (1
Corinthians 9:24). Running is a motion, and a sgewdtion. There is no lying, sitting,
or standing, but still there must be running. Wesimmake a further progress in the
way to heaven, “forgetting those things which aehibd, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before” (Philippians 3:13).

The runner was not to inquire how much of the whgady was past, but to strain
himself to overcome what was yet before. And sousthove consider what sins are yet
to be mortified, what duties yet untouched — almasttouched, what hard conflicts are
yet to be undergone, and still to hold on our wayhaut winning aside or halting
because of difficulties, discouragements, stumbbiacks. And there are fellows and
co-partners with us, that run this race, with whas® may strive, in a holy emulation,
who should go forward — who should be most forwiarthe course of pleasing God. O
Christians, there are many contentions amongsbuswhen shall we have this holy
contention (Hebrews 10:24)?

In a race there is th&gonethetathe judge of the sports. So here God observes all.
No matter what the standers-by say, the Judgeeokports must decide who must have
the crown (1 Corinthians 14:3,4). And then at the ef the race there is the crown. “I
have fought a good fight, | have finished my coursbave kept the faith; henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousnessT{mothy 4:7,8). In a race there are
spectators. So there are here God, angels, and“M&nare a spectacle to the world, to
angels, and to men” (1 Corinthians 4:9).

Thus for the similitude of our race in our way teaven. Now, wherein it differs.

This is a race not undertaken out of wantonness,ooti of necessity. God hath
called us to this course, and if we run not in ttase we are undone for ever. And in
other races but one had the crown; here all areveed (2 Timothy 4:8), though they
be not so eminent as the Apostle; here all are sealshat run in the manner God hath
required. “Henceforth there is laid up for me avenoof righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; rastdto me only, but unto them that
love his appearing.”

For the manner — with patience: “Let us run withigace.” Patience is necessary —

(1) Partly because of the length of the race amddistance between us and the
promised reward. Our race cannot be ended but aibeme degrees of time. Long
waiting is troublesome to the flesh, and therefweehave need of patience.

(2) Because we meet with many impediments, troulded temptations by the way;
there are spiritual adversaries with whom we miggitf For we go on; we not only run, but
fight. Therefore “run with patience.”

(3) Because the spectators will be ready to dismgpeius. We are set forth not only as a
spectacle to God and angels, but to the world,thag will be ready to deride, scorn, and
oppose us for our zeal to God and our forwardnes$ise ways of God, and to discourage us

by bitter mockings, etc. Therefore “let us run wititience the race that is set before us.”
[June & July 1912]
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A Sermon.
By theREv. D. MACFARLANE, Dingwall.

“Therefore also now, saith the Lord, Turn ye evemrte with all your heart, and with fasting,

and with weeping, and with mourning; and rend ybeart and not your garments, and turn
unto theLord your God: for he is gracious and merciful,vglto anger, and of great kindness,
and repenteth him of the evil. Who knoweth if hdl wéturn and repent, and leave a blessing
behind him, even a meat offering and a drink offgninto the Lord your God” — Joel 2:12-14.

We are not told in this book when Joel began toppesy, or how long he was
employed in that work. But we may infer from thdura of the message he was divinely
commissioned to deliver that it was — like our og\ay — a time of great declension in the
Church and in the nation. The first part of hisgitesy contains awful denunciations of
impending judgments on the people for their sinktl@se judgments the prophet was
commanded to give due warning to the people, anzhliothem to repentance. He was to
blow the trumpet in Sion and to sound an alarm ad'G holy mountain. It is the duty of
ministers to give warning to their people when Gbrkatens to pour out his judgments
upon them for their sins. Our text is a call togefance. In endeavouring to speak from
the words of the text, as the Lord may enable m&hdll direct your attention to four
things:

I. — The reason for the call;
Il. — The call itself;
[Il. — The encouragement to obey the call; and
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IV. — The door of hope that is here set before us.

|. — The reason for the call. — The Lord was theaatg to come forth with an army to
punish the people for their sins. His army was cosagl of two kinds of soldiers:

(1) insects to destroy the fruits of the earth;
(2) wicked men to oppress and kill the people.

In these two ways the Lord had often punished #h@pfe of Israel and Judah for their
sins — especially the sin of idolatry, to whichythveere prone, and into which they had so
frequently fallen. Famine and sword were scourgesoHen used to speak to them when
they refused to hearken to His word through Higppats.

The people to whom the message in our text wasinatly addressed have been
removed to the world of eternity long ago, andpgaks to us now; and we are commanded
to blow the trumpet of warning in Sion, and to st@m alarm in the holy mount, as sure as
Joel was commanded to do so in his own day. Doed.tind threaten to punish us as a
Church and as a nation? Yes, and for the samerrdasavhich He threatened to punish the
people of Israel — for our forsaking of Him, thaufvain of living waters, and hewing out to
ourselves broken cisterns that can hold no water.have committed these two great evils.
We, as a Church and as a nation, are guilty insight of God, and are deserving the
righteous judgment of the Most High. Notwithstargdithat, some leaders in the Church,
who are under the influence of spiritual blindnessy that religion was never purer and
never more prosperous than it is at the presemt tican be proved that religion, as taught
in the most of churches, was never more corruptadness influence for good on the lives
of men since the Reformation than it is at the gméslay. The same may be said of our
nation. “From the sole of the foot even to the heeate is no soundness.” In their legislation
our rulers have no regard for the Word of God, #red people as a rule follow their evil
example. Therefore we cannot, without repentangeea to escape the judgment which the
Lord threatens to pour upon us as a Church andmati

What are the instruments that are likely to be usgdhe Lord to punish us for our
iniquities? When He punished the people of Israeldmployed, as the rod of His anger,
outside enemies — the Babylonians and others. Hetale the same way to punish our
nation. There are great preparations being mada Ewropean war, and Britain is looked at
with an envious eye by the other Powers. But aljhoour nation should not be attacked by
outside enemies, there are many enemies withinbouders who are plotting for our
destruction. Among these are those who call therasebocialists. There are forty-two of
these Members of Parliament, and they have agertsei Army, Navy, Schools, Churches,
etc., who are doing their utmost to win to thettesfrom these different sources recruits to
strengthen them to overthrow our monarchy whenfithepportunity comes. That this is
their intention may be proved by their own publitetances. J. Keir Hardie, M.P., is
reported to have said “There are differences ohiopi about the wisdom or unwisdom of
having a King. | have no doubt whatever in my momdthe subject. | regard the existence of
a King as a proof of lunacy among the people. Aesprople would insist on ruling
themselves; but for the moment we have a King. €wbko assume the people of this
country are intensely loyal are making a profoundtake.” — Daily Express 25th July,
1910.) This is treason! In the Socialist organief Socialist Labour Party, April, 1908, the
following statement to the same effect is found éfienis no reason why a Socialist Labour
Party man should take an oath of loyalty to Kingvadd the Seventh and heirs for ever, and
swear to uphold the constitution we are out tordgst That extreme Socialism is bound up
with the grossest infidelity may be seen in thdofwing statement that appeared in the
Clarion, 23rd September, 1904: — “I deny the existenca éfeavenly Father. | deny the
efficacy of prayer. | deny the Providence of Godehy the truth of the Old Testament and
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the New Testament. | deny the truth of the Gosget® not believe that any miracle was
ever performed. | do not believe that Christ wasndi. | do not believe that Christ died for
man; | do not believe that He ever rose from thedgdé am strongly inclined to believe that
he never existed at all.” — (R. Blatchford.)

It is a bad sign of the system of Socialism wheis ibpposed to religion in any form.
But while it seeks to rob man of his religion, iina also at depriving him of his worldly
substance, which he acquired in an honest way $industry. Socialism holds that no man
should be richer than his fellow. God did not fif@ailt with Job for being richer than his
neighbours. But Satan came forward as a Socialatdr, and stirred up the Sabeans to rob
the man of God of his wealth. This is what Socnalseeks to do. In prosecuting their work
of spoilation, Socialists say that they must begith the middle class. E. Belford Bax, in an
essay on Socialism, says, “The small middle clastsivarious sections is the great obstacle
which will have to be suppressed before we canesee the inauguration of a consciously
Socialist policy. It must be destroyed or mateyiatippled as a class before real progress
can be made.” If men of this class in Scotland, andhe Highlands of Scotland, who
support Socialists by their vote, understood thaytwere helping to deprive themselves of
their worldly goods, they would not act so fooligldgainst their own interest. When the
Socialists succeed in crippling or destroying thedie class, they shall proceed to attack
the richer class, of whom some are millionairesl seduce them to the level of the poor or
labouring class. The only rich class shall be thei&@ists themselves! The Socialists profess
to work for the benefit of the labouring class, buty only make a tool of these in order to
accomplish their own selfish ends. They know th#@heut the aid of the labouring class
they cannot accomplish their own revolutionary plthe labouring class would be content
with their lot if their leaders would not interfesgith them. Their leaders keep up the
agitation, not to benefit the labouring class, toutause a general revolution in the country.
This is evident from the fact that no sooner om&ests settled than another begins. Indeed,
the Socialists do not conceal their intention. Tleay, “We are accused of preaching
discontent and stirring up actual conflict. We degeh discontent, and we mean to preach
discontent, and we mean, if we can, to stir upaatanflict.” — (H. M. Hyndman.)

To accomplish their evil design they are prepamedige force and violence should
milder means fail. H. Quelch is reported to havd gaOctober, 1893, “We are prepared to
use any means, any weapon, from the ballot boh@obiomb; from organised voting to
organised revolt; from Parliamentary contests tlitipal assassination — which opportunity
offers, and which will help on the end we have iew Let this be understood, we have
absolutely no scruples as to the means to be emgloy

Now, this deplorable state of matters in our onbeisian land is a plain indication that
we as a Church and as a nation have fallen fronhitjie position to which God had raised
us by means of the Gospel, and that He is now tieméay to punish us for our apostacy.
Surely this is a reason why we should humble ouesein the dust before the Most High,
and seek grace to return to Him with repentancefession of sin, and earnest prayer, in
response to His gracious call addressed to usriteat

Il. — The call to repentance. — On this head wél siadice: —

1. Thepersonsexhorted to engage in this necessary duty. We lam the context
that all persons in the Church and in the natidrom the new-born child to the oldest man
and woman — were called to repent. The divine conthnaas: “Gather the people, sanctify
the congregation, assemble the elders, gathehiltren, and those that suck the breasts; let
the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and thdénout of her closet. Let the priests — the
ministers of the Lord — weep between the porch thedaltar, and let them say, Spare Thy
people, O Lord, and give not Thine heritage to @aph, that the heathen should rule over
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them: Wherefore should they say, among the pedplegre is their God?” The duty of
repentance was enjoined on all the people withgoegtion. National sin deserves national
judgment, and calls for national repentance. Itoide observed that those in authority in
Church and State were to take the lead in this yaskprobably they were ringleaders in the
apostacy. TheElders and thePriests — the ministers of the Lord — are mentioned in
particular. It is well known by readers of the Qldstament that almost every declension in
the Church began with the teachers of the peopk tl@at when an ungodly king ruled, the
nation relapsed to idolatry. This is the causehefdeplorable declension in the Church and
the State in our own day. It cannot be denied thatpresent ministers in the Church are
responsible for much of the idolatry and infidelityat are rampant among the rising
generation; and the rulers of our nation — fromkimg downward — have been, and are still,
co-operating with the backsliding Church in leadihg people to idolatry. The Popish altar
gifted by the King to Crathie Parish Church is amgance of this. Therefore, as these have
taken the lead in causing the people to forsakd.tid, His Word and worship, they ought
to be the first to obey the call to repentancéhdfy were to do so, their good example would
be followed by the people. But whether they do soat, it is our duty to declare to them
what the Lord commands them to do in order to averthreatened calamity.

2. Themannerin which the duty is to be performed. The firsintiis to turn unto the
Lord: “Turn ye even to me.” This implies that thos@édressed had forsaken the Lord. He
had chosen them from among all other nations instbed, brought them nigh to Himself,
delivered them out of the bondage of Egypt, ledrtlierough the wilderness into the good
land that flowed with milk and honey, set up Hibeamacle among them; and they entered
into a solemn covenant with Him, and promised thay would continue in His covenant
and never forsake Him. But they broke the coven#orsook the God of their fathers,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and began to worshlg +dgods that could not save them or
do them any good. Their sin was great — greatar that of the heathen — and yet He calls
them to turn unto Him, and promises to receive thetm His favour, notwithstanding the
aggravation of their sin. Oh, how good God is! Biat they return to Him and accept of His
gracious offer? No; for we see that they were safver reaping the fruit of their sin and
folly in captivity, where they had been left tildy were brought to repentance.

Are we, as a nation, of whom better things mightkpected, better than they? We are
not. We are as guilty in the sight of God as theyavWhen our forefathers were “sitting in
darkness and in the shadow of death,” the Lordexhasgreat light to arise unto them. He
sent to them the glorious Gospel, which they lsftlee best legacy to their posterity. It was
the Gospel that made our nation great, powerfu, @osperous. It exalted us far above the
other nations of the world in respect of religi@iilization, and true virtue. But what are
we now? We have, like Israel, forsaken the Lord;ame fallen from the high position to
which the Lord had raised us. We have turned away the living and true God to worship
idols. Yea, many in our nation have sunk into deegegradation than the heathen,
inasmuch as they deny the existence of God — a stavhich no heathen people have ever
been found in any part of the world. They are wisérs of some god or gods, and they
acknowledge one Supreme Spirit, though, withoutMiwed of the Gospel, they do not know
who that glorious Being is. To deny the existent&od is the lowest state of degradation
to which man, possessed of a moral nature, can .cortee this state many in our much
privileged nation have fallen. But in our text weal the voice of the Lord crying unto them,
“Turn ye even to me.” Oh, that they would obey ginacious call!

(1) It must be aheartyturning. There may be a turning to the Lord by pssion
without a change of heart. But where there is aesmturning it has its spring in the heart.
The backsliding began in the heart, the turnintheoLord begins there too. So it was in the
case of the prodigal. The resolution to return iofather was formed in his mind or heart
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before he took the first step homeward, “I wills&;’ etc. The whole heart must be in this
work: “Turn ye even to me with all your heart.” Therd seeks the whole heart — “Son, give
me thine heart.” A heart divided between the Land the world, between Christ and Belial,
will not be accepted. The people of Israel werergdad with turning feignedly to the Lord.

They flattered Him with their lips while their héavas not right with Him. Before there can
be a true turning to the Lord a “new heart” is give a new creation is made by the Holy
Spirit by means of the Word of Scripture. This he tLord’s work, but it is the sinner so
changed that turns to the Lord. It will then beeaitty turning, a turning with all the heart
without any reserve.

(2) With fasting.The ministers of the Church were commanded to ggrecfast,that
is, to set apart a day or more, and gather thelpeppung and old, rich and poor, and of all
ranks, to humble themselves before the Lord, tdessntheir sins, and to pray for mercy and
pardon. This is the kind of fasting that is accbf@gao God. In this exercise they were to
deny themselves to some extent of food and driakiful on other occasions. A time of
fastingis not a time offeasting.We have several instances in Scripture of liteastihg
when the Lord threatened to pour out His wrath lo@ people for their sins. When He
threatened to destroy the people of Nineveh théyevsd His word through His prophet,
humbled themselves, fasted, and turned from thélrveays, and the Lord owned their
exercise, and spared them because of their repmntaithough outward obedience to
God’s command by unconverted men, or even conventd does not merit eternal life, yet
it prevents temporal judgments, from which otheentisere would be no escape. When King
Ahab, though a wicked man, humbled himself, thedLiook notice of it, and delayed to cut
him off for his idolatry. If the people of our nati rendered even outward obedience to His
command, which is within their power to do as remdibe creatures, the judgment which is
ready to fall upon us would be averted.

(3) “With weeping and with mourning” — weeping mdi@ our sins than for the
many miseries to which sin made us liable. The eaisnisery — even eternal punishment —
is a greater evil than its effects. Sin is an umegus thing. The punishment of sin is just. If
you do not weep more for your sins than for yousemes, your weeping is not that of
God’s people. Many weep for their miseries who mewept for their sins. In true
repentance there mourningas well as weeping. There is some difference betweseping
and mourning, as they are spoken of here as distimeugh connected. The difference is
this: mourning is more lasting than weeping. Thedl® people are not always shedding
tears, but they are mourning all their days inwhiderness. Even their rejoicing is mixed or
accompanied with mourning so long as they are is World. They are characterised by
Christ as “they that mourn” — (Matthew 5:4). Thegeo never weep for their sins now shall
be weeping for ever in eternity.

(4) With rending of heart: “Rend your heart and nmur garments.” In Old
Testament times rending their garments was practise penitents as a visible sign of
inward grief for their sins against God. But thiasaso easy a thing to do that others might
do it without any true sense of sin or any reakfgof heart for it. Therefore they were
commanded to rend their heart and not their garsné&iihen God turns sinners to Himself,
He rends their heart by conviction of sin, and tllegmselves begin to rend their heart too.
And when He stops to rend their heart by pardotivayy sins and speaking peace to them
through the blood of Christ, they shall not stogttivork. They shall continue it during their
course in the world till death. Then they shall rend their heart an any more for ever. The
broken heart is then completely healed. But thoke do not rend their heart in time shall
be rending it throughout eternity; their worm shatt die, and the fire that torments them
shall never be quenched. Oh, careless sinner, begand your heart now!
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(5) With turning unto the Lord: “And turn unto tHeord your God.” The call to
repentance begins with this exhortation and clagigls it. The people were so far gone
astray, and so tied to their idols, that they ndéegeecept upon precept” to bring them back
to the living and true God. Although they would foem all the other duties enjoined on
them, unless they turned to the Lord, all wouldrb&ain. The threatened judgment would
fall upon them, and they would perish in their sitisxcept ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish.” Repentance is a continual exercise ob#lever in turning from sin to God, till he
is made perfect in holiness at death. Then it ceéseever; there is no repentance after
death.

lll. — The encouragement to obey the call. — Theneothing in those called that can be
the least ground of encouragement to obey the @alkhe contrary, everything in them, and
done by them in departing from the Lord is enougkeep them for ever away from Him, if
they are dealt with according to their ill des&uit there is every encouragement in Him that
calls them. “O Israel, thou hast destroyed thydmlt;in me is thine help.”

(1) Are they so impressed with the heinousnessheir tsins, as against light and
privileges, that they are now afraid that they putmselves beyond the possibility of
forgiveness? To meet their desperate case, théeroglls them that the Lord against whom
they had so grievously sinned, gsacious.He is gracious in His nature, and is naturally
disposed to deal graciously with offenders, who eam Him repenting, confessing their
sins, and praying for pardon and acceptance. Theynat plead merit or worthiness. But
grace in God does not look for merit in the gustgner. It flows out freely to the guilty,
through and on the ground of the merit of JesussGhand on that ground alone. This was
the ground of forgiveness under the Old Testansamd, it is the ground under the New. Not
only forgiveness, but the whole of salvation froegimning to end is by the grace of God.
“By grace are ye saved” (Ephesians 2:8).

(2) “He is merciful.” Are they miserable; as all mare by nature? The prophet brings
the remedy before them. The Lord is merciful, yéa,is rich in mercy, so that they cannot
have sunk into such a state of misery but God’'scynean deliver them, and raise them up
out of the fearful pit, and out of the miry clay)daset their feet on the firm rock — Christ.
Yea, He can change their mournful complaint of myiseto the joyful song of praise!

(3) “He is slow to anger.” They cannot say that Wa&s too hasty to mark iniquity
against them, and visit them with tokens of HistwraNo, He bore long with them in their
sinful course; and even now, after all their praatoans, He is ready to turn away His anger
from them, if they only turn to Him. What more cduhey reasonably expect?

(4) “He is of great kindness.” If they turn to Hieven now, He will meet them with
open arms, and treat them with the greatest kirgjrees if they had never offended Him.
Their sins and iniquities He will remember no made.“Who is a God like unto thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgressal the remnant of his heritage? He
retaineth not his anger for ever, because he deligln mercy. He will turn again, he will
have compassion upon us; he will subdue our inegjiand thou wilt cast all their sins into
the depths of the sea.”

(5) “He repenteth of the evil.” That is, He will ahge His manner of dealing with
them. He will not change His mind — as the woegentanceneans. He is of one mind. But
He changes His way of dealing with those who retoridim at His reproof. He will not
execute His threatenings against them. His threegerwere conditional on their obedience
or disobedience to His call to repentance, jusHmsthreatening to destroy Nineveh was.
This leaves the responsibility at the door of thsevhom the divine message comes. They
are thus left without any excuse. Every barriereimoved out of the way on the part of the
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Lord. If they perish, they must blame themselvesl mstify the Lord in punishing them in
time and in eternity.

IV. — The door of hope that is here set before th&ktho knoweth if he will return and
repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even d aff=ing and a drink offeringnto the
Lord your God.” Here is a door of hope. It may laokall; yet it is an open door, however
small. The prophet cannot meantime open a wider dmothem. He did not yet know
whether the Lord would return and leave a blessieigind Him or not. That depended on
their turning unto Him. “Turn ye unto me and | willrn unto you,” is the divine order in
this matter. If they returned unto the Lord theseo doubt but He would return unto them,
for He has given His word for it. And if He retuthento them He would leave a blessing
behind Him — a temporal and spiritual blessing.a@oount of their sins they were, it would
seem, deprived already of the fruit of the earthth®yinsects mentioned in the first chapter
and fourth verse, to such an extent that they lohdvherewith to offer a meat offering and a
drink offering unto the Lord. Just as in our owrydhe Churches that forsook the Lord
confess that they are not able to provide the meopth Gospel ordinances for want of
money. The meat offering and drink offering arehvéld in judgment for their apostacy.
The only cure for this deficiency is to return utte Lord; then He would be as good as His
word. He would supply them with sufficient funds ¢arry on His work in their several
spheres of labour, as He has wonderfully done sustlli doing to those who, in the midst of
the general declension, “kept the faith,” and agtednined, through grace, to keep it to the
end and to hand it down pure and entire to comaregations, as the faithful Reformers left
it to us. If they returned unto the Lord He wouldegthem greater, richer, and more lasting
blessings than these. He would pour out His Sppin them and make them partakers of
Christ and of the benefits of His redemption — egtarnal life!

The call to repentance contained in our text mathkdast call to us as a Church and as
a nation till the threatened judgment is poured antl nothing can prevent the catastrophe
but a sincere turning from our evil ways unto trerd_in the manner described by Himself,
which we have endeavoured to point out. In connactvith repentance let there be earnest
prayer and intercession by His own people, andHistpublic messengers take the lead in
this necessary work, according to His own commaéhdt the ministers of the Lord weep
between the porch and the altar, and let them Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not
thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen shauédover them: Wherefore should they

say among the people, Where is their God?”
[September 1912]
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A Sermon.

By theRev. DUNCAN MACKENZIE, Gairloch,Ross-shire,
Moderator of Synod.

Preached at Opening of Synod in Inverness ChurchnohJuly, 1912.
[The discourse is expanded more fully than wheivdesd.]

“Fight the good fight of faith.” — 1 Timothy 6:12.

Paul was desirous of having faithful soldiers & ttord Jesus Christ on the field of
battle — men of valour, full of the Holy Spirit. Agne went on this desire grew more intense
in the bosom of Paul. Every battle won requiredtirsoldiers to minister to and provide for
and protect the conquered; and the greater and moreerous the victories, the more the
demands made upon Paul and his fellow-soldiersl. i@au saw that he must soon quit the
field of battle, and he was all the more desiroluseging warriors in great numbers engaged
on the Lord’s side ere he himself laid down his@m In Timothy he had a tried and trusted
soldier, and to him he gave his last commands. ignavas his own son in the faith, and
where any intricate and delicate work had to beegdoaquiring wisdom and prudence, Paul
delegated that work to Timothy. Paul was a raralisgl a mighty man of valour, an
experienced soldier. He had gone over many a baltleand had gained many remarkable
victories, and right nobly did he in every battlenbur his Commander. He was thus one
gualified to give advice. When he looked forwardhe hour when he must needs lay down
his life for the testimony of his Commander, hecipley selected Timothy as one fitted to
carry on the fight, and addressed him in these stdfight the good fight of faith; lay hold
on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called.”

When the veterans of Christ’'s army are removed ftioenscene of battle to their eternal
rest of bliss above, and thick clouds are gathetegokening coming storms, faithful and
strong men are urgently required in the field. ©hthe many favours the Lord bestows upon
a nation is that He raises up men equipped to gcouph honour, the highest positions of
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trust in the land. It is a sign of God'’s disple@suhen the land lacks such men. The prestige
of the British army was at stake at the beginnifhthe South African War. Battle after battle
was lost, with enormous loss of life and weaponwarf, and little gained. The officers, as far
as | have seen from reports, did not publicly agkedge before the army, Jehovah as the
Supreme Ruler and Disposer of all events. “Goo&’ltand “bad luck” were the gods
acknowledged by them. Matters were brought to adsti#l. The nation for a time stood in
the balance. But the ruling power at home, in itsndma, cast its eye upon Earl Roberts,
then Lord Roberts — a tested and trusted officeq had to his account a very brilliant series
of victories gained in Afghanistan — to take thée€ltommand in South Africa. When this
experienced and popular officer took command intls@ifrica he addressed the army, and
there publicly acknowledged the Divine Being. Wewknhow matters ended. “Good luck”
and “bad luck” — the gods of men’s own perturbedgmation — do not deliver armies. There
is but one God only — the living and the true Gdd.one but the God of the armies of Israel,
lovingly and loyally adored and honoured, bestowasting boon and blessing alike upon
armies and nations.

| shall speak of this subject under these divisiens

I. The Commander; VI. The commissariat;
Il. The soldiers; VII. The Physician;

[ll. The enemy; VIII. The last enemy;
IV. The fight; IX. The reward;

V. The armour, X. Conclusion.

|. — The Commander The Lord Jesus Christ is the Commander ofaimsy. No one but
He Himself could undertake the command. No othes gqualified for it. He is the Prince of
the kings of the earth, the Prince of Peace. AsidedHe is exalted at the right hand of God
on high, a Prince and a Saviour. He is the bleaseldonly Potentate, the King of kings and
Lord of lords, the Captain of the Lord’s hosts. Hmwernment is upon His shoulders; and of
the increase of His government and peace therélshalo end, to order it and to establish it
with judgment and with justice. Ere the Lord Je@sist could become Commander He had
to take a journey no other one could take. Godkioeer and foresaw from all eternity that
the man whom He would in time create would rebelirgs Him, and bring himself and all
his posterity to ruin. In eternity God the Fathevenanted with God the Son anent a people
from Adam’s race, to redeem them from their lostl amined state. The journey then that
Jesus Christ took was from the eternal throne @ontanger in Bethlehem’s stable, from the
manger to the accursed tree, from the accurseddrée grave, from the grave to His little
flock, and from His little flock to the eternal twe. In order, then, to be a Leader and
Commander He had to take bone of our bone and @éshur flesh, to give satisfaction to
heaven for the dishonour heaped by the creatura thm Creator by defying His authority
and transgressing His holy and just and good lagvhiid thus to reckon with the Judge of
eternity for rebels. As the substitute for guiliyreers He appeared before God, and the sword
of the eternal throne not only smote Him heavilyt bwoke against Him. Yet it was soon
seen that the sword gave its last stroke, for endimitten One it got complete and eternal
satisfaction, which it never got before. Here theas given perfect satisfaction for all the
rebels whom the Saviour undertook to subdue andstem His army. Divine justice,
dishonoured and outraged, was fully vindicated byisE, and the law set at nought was not
only obeyed in every detail, but magnified and mhadeourable. In this satisfaction there is
glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, aratgdl toward men. By His life of loving
obedience unto death Christ Jesus opened up acaasistent with all the divine perfections
of Godhead, of deliverance from sin and guilt, angiay by which everlasting salvation is
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secured for all the heirs of eternal promise. Behtilen, the Commander of the army! God
the Father says: “I have given him to be a leaddrammander to the people”; “This is my
beloved Son, in whom | am, well pleased; hear ye’hBehold this great wonder — the God-
man, Emmanuel, incarnate God, the brightness df#tieer’s glory, the express image of His
person, very God of very God, yet man — true mam two distinct natures and one Person
for ever! “Without controversy, great is the mystef godliness. God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, goeed unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory” (1 Timothy 3:16). \&h He became man He did not cease to
be God. He is the Eternal, the | AM, the ChristGid; Christ the wisdom of God and the
power of God. He is Jehovah Jesus. He died, the@rju®om of the unjust, that He might
bring us to God. “For it became him, for whom altelangs and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captirtheir salvation perfect through
sufferings” (Hebrews 2:10). “In the days of hissthehe offered up prayers and supplications,
with strong crying and tears, unto him that wagdblsave him from death, and was heard in
that he feared: though he were a Son, yet leareedbedience by the things which he
suffered, and being made perfect, He became t@aot eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him” (Hebrews 5:7-9).

The Commander is none other than the Creator ofdmeand earth, the upholder of all
things by the word of His power. He is, from evstiag to everlasting, God. He has had no
predecessor in charge of His army, and shall hav&uncessor. He reigns from generation to
generation. He is the Supreme King, before whosgmirtal all kings and queens, and
emperors and empresses, and all rulers and thgecds, must appear to give an account of
their stewardship. We must all appear before tdgmuent-seat of Christ to give an account
of the deeds done in the body, whether they be gotad. His word shall never fail.

“His word at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure.”

He is a kingly and princely Commander. Satan h&tesst, and at one time marshalled all

his hosts against Him. Christ contended with hingd ao completely vanquished him that he
shall never regain that which he has lost. Of thisory of Christ there shall be an eternal

remembrance. Christ then, having spoilt principaditand powers and made a show of them
openly, is now enlisting soldiers for His army.

Il. — The soldiers— Ere Timothy enlisted he cheerfully and heanilit his soul’s amen
to all the terms laid down by the Commander. No isn@dmitted otherwise. All who enlist
otherwise are only traitors, thieves, and robbéds$.the soldiers in Christ's army are
conquered soldiers — conquered by Jesus ChristelfinWhen, with all the speed of time,
they were marching to everlasting perdition, Hisitge but powerful voice caused them to
make a right-about-turn. They saw they were noy eelf-destroyed, but destroyers, rebels,
and conspirators against the Heavens and agams$aws of Heaven upon earth. They were
caught red-handed in crime. The law arrested thle@y, could not extricate themselves. They
were now convinced that they were born criminatmceived in sin and brought forth in
iniquity, and realized they were enemies in heaGod by wicked works. The law thundered
forth its curses against them, and insulted jugticeatened the execution of the sentence of
death passed upon them. They now saw they wereesold Satan’s army — Satan’s willing
dupes, captivated by him; fighting against the Méigih, to whom alone they were indebted
for not being long ago in the place of eternal wbkey then besought the Almighty for
forgiveness and deliverance, but, when Jesus wasletl to them, they died to all that they
had done, or could do, to save themselves. Thdyttw penalty of the law as their portion,
and the Lord Jesus Christ then manifested Himeedli¢m in such a way as to win them over
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completely to Himself. They became His: they galkeniselves willingly to Him, “Thy
people shall be very willing in the day of Thy powerhe fact that they were very active
soldiers in Satan’s army, wearing his uniform, thtzy could not free themselves from
Satan, or strip themselves of his uniform, or redeihemselves from his army, or remove the
enmity of their hearts against God, overwhelmednth&he discovery that they were all their
life-time offering to the Most High the filthy ragef their own righteousness, while
simultaneously refusing the Lord Jesus Christ aisdrighteousness, offered to them by God,
appalled them. They saw this to be the climax afagity and insult; and it was a marvel to
them that God had at all spared them in life; botl Gvho is rich in mercy, made Christ Jesus
the Lord over to them as their righteousness, hay were led to know Him as the end of the
law for their righteousness. Were it not for thgy were convinced in the depths of their
souls that they would have been long ere then goesdi to eternal woe, where the worm
dieth not and the fire is not quenched.

“I love the Lord, because my voice
And prayers he did hear.

I, while | live, will call on him,
Who bow’d to me his ear.

Of death the cords and sorrows did
About me compass round

The pains of hell took hold on me,
| grief and trouble found.

Upon the name of God the Lord
Then did | call, and say,
Deliver thou my soul, O Lord,
| do thee humbly pray.
God merciful and righteous is,
Yea, gracious is our Lord.
God saves the meek: | was brought low,
He did me help afford.”

None but those conquered by grace are soldieresafsIChrist. The soldiers know their
Commander, and confide in Him. Here is what a yosmidier once said:
(1) “Three Persons in the Godhead: God the Fatlaglerand preserved me;
(2) God the Son came into the world and died foneis;
(3) God the Holy Ghost came into my heart, and nmadéove God and hate sin.”

Now, all the soldiers are sin-haters, and loversadiness. “The Lord knoweth them that
are His, and let every one that nameth the nan@hast depart from iniquity.”

It is essential that the soldier be mighty in theravof the Lord. If he is to be saved from
worry and annoyance he must know the plan of themgmn and be able to distinguish
between friend and foe. This knowledge is highlpddeial, while ignorance of it leads to
bitter disappointment. David had a sad experiendée case of Ahithophel. We all need the
spirit of wisdom, of knowledge, of love, and of sdumind. An unfortunate encounter is
reported to have occurred in the South African Wihe British were ordered to take
possession of an hill supposed to have been oatigyieBoers, but, when the heights were
gained, it was found they had been attacking flerBlasutos instead of Boers. This
occasioned much grief to both parties, especialth¢ British.

lll. — Theenemy. —
1. Inward foes.
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(1) The flesh.The enemies are powerful, they are legion. The gerefl by grace
are called upon to conquer themselves, for theynave conscious of enemies within. The
flesh, with all that it embraces, must be crucifie@rucify the old man, which is corrupt,
according to the deceitful lusts, and put on thes mean which, after God, is created in
righteousness and true holiness.” “If ye live afte flesh ye shall die, but, if ye, through the
Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shiak.” “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh to fulfil the Iukereof.” “As strangers and pilgrims abstain
from fleshly lusts that war against the soul.” Bekrs are commanded to hate the garment
spotted by the flesh; and to keep the garment eir throfession unspotted. Paul, who
delighted in the law of God after the inward maaw sanother law in his members warring
against the law of his mind and bringing him in&ptvity to the law of sin and death in his
members. The conflict was so tenacious and sogutel that the apostle exclaimed, “O
wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me frdma body of this death?” But he was not
long in receiving an answer from the Lord, for,almost the same breath, he said, “I thank
God through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” Paul was giaghorn in the flesh, the messenger of
Satan to buffet him, but a promise was given to thiat by the grace and strength of God he
would overcome this messenger; yea, he rejoicatdrglorious fact that the conflict would
end on the side of Divine grace and strength. “Mglatlly, therefore, will I glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upoe.” “The carnal mind is enmity against
God: it is not subject to the law of God nor carbét” It is lawlessness run riot. But the
Commander subdues it, and gives grace to the husobdeer to keep it in subjection. “To be
carnally minded is death.” “They that are in thesfi cannot please God.” Carnality, in the
visible Church of God, is a source of division: I new creature in Christ has a spiritual
mind. To be spiritually minded is life and peacarid the duty of Christ’s soldiers is to study
the things that make for peace — peace founded af@nal righteousness: peace obtained
and maintained in following the Lord fully. The n@neature in Christ delights in the law of
the Lord, and meditates thereon day and night.titteesoldier of Jesus has a pure mind, and
should exercise it in that which tends to keepatf the impurity of the old nature: “to be
spiritually minded is life and peace.” The sold®mnot in the flesh, but in the Spirit, and the
Spirit of Christ dwells in him. The old nature bgim the regenerate soldier he is in danger of
being taken aside by it, and should therefore watdinst the encroachments of the flesh.
“Be sober, and watch unto prayer.” “Fight the gdigtit of faith.”

(2) Self — Self is the fly in the ointment. It seeks acelan man’s bosom. It is a very
intrusive enemy. Christ, and not self, must be ledoif we are to be prosperous and
successful and faithful soldiers of Jesus. Selfemakgreat noise, but it is not the stir nor the
life proceeding from a meek and quiet and humbléiso A youthful soldier was once heard
praying, “Take myself out of my heart.” Christ ertthed in the heart, and revered there, will
keep self in subjection. The proud Pharisee magesat blustering prayer: he was so much
intoxicated with his great conception of himselfidawith “the exuberance of his own
verbosity,” that he looked, with the utmost cont¢gmppon any one coming to God
beseeching mercy.

(3) Unbelief.— Thisis a cruel enemy; an enemy that usurps the platebt#iongs to
God and His truth. A soldier of Jesus is in dangfelistening to the voice of unbelief and
pitting it against the truth. Unbelief is the crang evil, for it rejects the Christ of God. The
prayer of every soldier of Jesus should be: “Landrease my faith. Enable me to fight
against unbelief in its various forms.”

(4) Sin — Sin in all circumstances, at all times, ana@linplaces, must be crucified if
we are to enjoy the favour of the Captain of odva@on. “If | regard sin in my heart the
Lord will not hear me.” Crucifixion is a slow deatAnd the crucifying of sin in one’s
members is a slow process — a lingering deathasserts itself again and again. There is no
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way of keeping it under, and of being kept fromidireg to it, but by following strictly in the
spirit of love and new obedience, all the injunetief our beloved Commander.

“By what means shall a young man learn
His way to purify,

If he, according to Thy word,
Thereto attentive be?”

Here is an illustration fitted to comfort struggjibelievers, faint yet pursuing. Sin in the
redeemed soul is compared to an evil company irstl popping up their heads now and
again, enticing the soul to embrace them. If thd embraces them the soul is guilty, but, if it
resists all these enticements, then it is no sithéosoul. Yielding to temptation is sin, but
resisting sin is noble work — the work of Chrisg@diers: “Fight the good fight of faith.”

(5) The OldHeart.— Thisheart is deceitful above all things, and despeyatetked.
“Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murdemultaries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, blasphemies.” That evil heart, the fountai corruption, and the filthy streams
therefrom, were revealed to the soul by the HolyiSirough the truth, and not by Satan.
All this was in the soul formerly, but the soul wadsad, and the dead spiritual are blind to
their own real character as depicted in the trytthle Holy Spirit. The soul lived formerly in
carnal security, but when the Spirit of God opettes blind eyes matters became entirely
different. From the day of his enlistment the selds engaged in deadly conflict with these
mighty forces of evil in which he was formerly gy the sleep of death. Now with him it
is often war to the knife.

The Commander has given to every soldier a newt,haaight spirit, a broken and a
contrite heart, an heart to know Jehovah Hims@lhd' | will give them an heart to know me
that | am the Lord: and they shall be my peoplél lawill be their God for they shall return
unto me with their whole heart” (Jeremiah 24:7)o3é& who have this heart are characterised
by the Commander as “the pure in heart,” and a @®ms given that they shall see God. It is
an heart upon which the law of the Commander istevri Christ’s soldiers are His living
epistles; and are enjoined to keep their heart alitdiligence, for out of it are the issues of
life.

(6) Pride. — This is an ugly sin, and yet even a soldiededus is in danger of its
finding a place within him. Pride and self-confiderare twin brothers. Pride, does not spring
from grace, but from one’s corrupt and rebellioasure. It is so much of the spirit of Satan
revealed in the creature. There may be in one pfideace, pride of one’s own gifts, pride of
one’s own success; but in whatsoever form it matsféself it is dishonouring to God, and it
is injurious to one’s best interests. It takes tmneery slippery ground, and leads one far from
the paths of peace and righteousness. “Pride dueftive destruction, and an haughty spirit
before a fall.” In view of all this we need to pgieth the Commander: — “Search me, and try
me, and see if there be any wicked way in me: aad ime in the way everlasting.”

2. OQutward Foes-—-

(1) Satan The arch-enemy; the murderer of souls and bodwesptince of the power
of the air; the prince of this world; the god oitlwvorld; the roaring lion; the cunning fox; the
father of lies; the instigator of all the crimesthre universe. Satan traffics in the destruction
of souls. He does all he can to harass and anmogdldiers of Jesus Christ. He envies their
liberties: he grudges them their joys, especidlby joys of victory. He is ever in the alert to
entrap them; and he always maintains in the fiaelcieny against God and His cause in the
world. He savagely attacked Job; but the graceanf & seen in exercise in Job when passing
through his great afflictions, bereavements, amd hdals. It ended by Job being delivered
by the wisdom and power of the Commander; and Jab mvore blessed in his latter days
than at the beginning. God, as the God of peadks@on bruise Satan under the feet of His
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saints. Satan desires to have the saints to sif s wheat. He got Peter into his sieve. Peter
could not extricate himself, but Jesus, the Capthiour salvation, by reminding him of the
warning given to him, and by looking upon him, kigh free from his entanglements; and he
went out and wept bitterly. Satan was again fobgdhe skill of the Commander. “Rejoice
not against me, O mine enemy: when | fall, | shalle; when 1 sit in darkness, the Lord shall
be a light unto me” (Micah 7:8). “Rejoice not whtnne enemy falleth, and let not thine
heart be glad when he stumbleth; lest the Lordtsead it displease him, and he turn away
his wrath from him” (Proverbs 24:17,18). By bitexperience some, at least, of the Lord’s
people get to know the wiles of Satan. We are grodriant of his devices. Experience teaches
wise men; and the falls of the soldiers of Jesesamerruled for their good. The restored
backslider has his revenge upon Satan. This isobribe blessed effects of godly sorrow.
“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvatiah to be repented of: but the sorrow of
the world worketh death. For behold this self-sdhieg, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort,
what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what indigpn, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement
desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge” (2 @uens 7:10,11). Peter, after his restoration,
had his revenge upon Satan. One points out thahéthree times he denied his Lord, he
was the means, on the day of Pentecost, of talbngta8,000 out of the kingdom of Satan —
1,000 for every time he disowned all knowledge efuk. The falls of the soldiers lead them
to observe more closely the tactics of Satan. Dligiess are thus more on their guard against
the wiles of Satan, and thereby they escape maBgiain’s onslaughts.

Sections of the British army, stationed at certposts in South Africa, were much
harassed by parties of Boers firing from the moimstaAt first there was considerable loss of
life on the British side, but once they were aldddcate the enemy and knew their tactics,
they were the more prepared to deal with them ¢swta escape their bullets. Satan and his
hosts are most dangerous when they appear asdri€adlan at times offers his services to
nurse Christ’s soldiers, but all he has in viewoistab them to the heart. Satan can approach
Christ’s soldiers in the garb of a saint; but inatdoever form he may appear he is Satan all
the time, and there is not a spark of love in lenariything holy or to any warrior of the Lord
Jesus Christ. In the South African War the Boenpsed the British dead and the British
prisoners of war of their uniform and weapons of.\Wadey donned the British uniform, and
companies of them approached the British as corardug when they came to close quarters
they showed they had nothing in view but murder alalighter. They rushed upon the
British, who were off their guard, and played hawath them. But these incidents put the
British more on the alert, for they got to know maif the wiles and deceit of the enemy they
had to encounter. So God’s children resist Sataenwie appears in the garb of an angel of
light, and they appeal to the Captain of their abn for deliverance, and they don’t appeal
to Him in vain.

(2) Evil passions-“The wrath of man worketh not the righteousnes&otl.” It is
necessary, if in all things we are to adorn thdgasion of our Lord and Saviour, to rule our
own spirits well, that our whole inner man be bratuigto loving subjection and obedience to
the Lord Jesus Christ. “He that is slow to angdratier than the mighty; and he that ruleth
his spirit than he that taketh a city” (Proverbs3®j. “The discretion (or prudence) of a man
deferreth his anger.” “He that hath no rule oves wn spirit is like a city that is broken
down and without walls” (Proverbs 25:28). “He that slow to wrath is of great
understanding; but he that is hasty of spirit ethlfolly” (Proverbs 14:29). “He that is soon
angry dealeth foolishly” (Proverbs 14:1A).meek and quiet spirit in God’s sight is of great
price. The command issued to the army is to lageasil malice and all guile and hypocrisies
and envies and all evil speakings, and as new-babes to desire the sincere milk of the
word, that they may grow thereby (1 Peter 2:1,2gt“no corrupt communication proceed
out of your mouth, but that which is good to the w$ edifying, that it may minister grace
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unto the hearers. And be ye kind one to anothedetehearted, forgiving one another, even
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Ephgasi4:29,32).

The tongue gets a very bad character in God’s Widnd.sins of tongue indicate that the
inner man has got out of control. Hence the grea¢exd of the Lord garrisoning our souls
continually. “A wholesome tongue is a tree of likeit perverseness therein is a breach in the
spirit” (Proverbs 15:4). A well-known minister dig Gospel said: — “Bad temper is an ugly
venomous sin. It is a sin against the central caftdjrace of love. Look at the mischief that is
done in a congregation by a hurtful tongue of censsness, that embroils a neighbourhood,
and poisons the reputation of fellow-members ofi€€srflock. Envy is often counted a small
sin. So is a pistol ball, but, if lodged in a humamin, it is deadly. Anger, malice, and
uncharitableness kill the spirit of devotion.” Gtris meek and lowly in heart, and the more
Christ-like the soldier is the more will he refleftChrist, his Divine Commander. “Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek amdyl in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls” (Matthew 11:29When the disciples showed any spirit alien to thesygzl,
Christ lovingly reproved them, and enjoined upoenththe necessity of always cherishing a
spirit becoming their profession of attachment toH

(3) The World — The wicked world; the ungodly world; the wotltat knows not
God; men of the world have nothing in common withri€t. The ungodly world hates Christ
and His soldiers. The more the soldiers resemige @ommander, the more does the world
hate them. “If the world hate you, ye know thatated me before it hated you. If ye were of
the world, the world would love its own: but becauge are not of the world, but | have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the worldetia you” (John 15:18,19). “The
friendship of the world is enmity with God” (Jamést). Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world, for if any man lohe tvorld the love of the Father is not in him.
This world and the fashion of it passeth away,Hauthat doeth the will of God abideth ever.

The mission of the soldiers of Christ, the ambassadf Heaven, commissioned by the
courts of glory, is to declare the whole counselGud, to speak the truth in love and
faithfulness; to walk in the truth themselves, déimgs commend to others, by their walk and
conversation, that which they declare by word ouithoThey declare to rebels their ruin by
the Fall, and propose to them terms of peace. Thessage, and their terms of peace, are
from the Commander, and they cannot alter oneabtahat He has committeid them. To
tamper with the credentials of Heaven is an adtigh treason. The terms of peace do not
alter with the times. “The law of the Lord is pextfé No other terms will ever be propounded
by the Most High than those laid down by Him in Hisssed Book. The command is to tell
the wicked that it shall be ill with him, and thighteous that it shall be well with him: to
declare that there is mercy in God for every prabdigho returns to Him by the Mediator.
Nothing stands between lost sinners and Christhmit unbelief. “He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeththe Son shall not see life, but the wrath of
God abideth on him” (John 3:36).

(4) Mockers — There are those who make sport of the thraagendof God against
sinners. They trifle with the most momentous issatestake in the world: trifling on the brink
of eternal woe with the things that belong to oreternal well-being. When Lot warned his
sons-in-law, they made light of all his warnings.their eyes he was only befooling them:
but, when the storm of fire came, they believedeylbelieved when it was too late for them
to escape. It is sad that in Presbyterian Scotéachal punishment is treated lightly if not
scorned at. “The bands of mockers shall be madagtr Elisha visited Bethel, and little
children in large numbers mocked him, and said, Upothou bald head! go up, thou bald
head!” Elisha’s life and teaching were a witnesaiagt the ungodliness of the cities and
country districts, and these children wished theatha would get out of the way, and follow
Elijah to heaven, so that they might go on in th&wn career of evil, without let or

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 17 p. 28



hindrance. What happened to these young mocke@odfs faithful servant? Forty-two of
them were slain by two she-bears. These youthfulkers may have been instigated by their
ungodly parents to mock this eminent servant oflLibel. Israel and Judah forgot Jehovah:
they adopted the idolatry of the heathen aroundnthEhe Lord sent His messengers to
reprove them and to call them to repentance; =yt thade light of the warnings given, and
of the mercy offered to them. Those who despise Bwmdrnings will, at last, feel the sting of
the fiery lash of God’s law in their own conscient@ll the chief of the priests, and the
people, transgressed very much after all the abatioims of the heathen and polluted the
house of the Lord, which he had hallowed in JermalAnd the Lord God of their fathers
sent to them by His messengers, rising up betiares,sending: because he had compassion
on His people, and on His dwelling-place. But thmegcked the messengers of God, and
despised His words, and misused His prophets tn#tilvrath of the Lord arose against His
people till there was no remedy” (2 Chronicles 3616). “Be not deceived; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shalswreap” (Galatians 6:7).

Mockers of law and gospel are warned, and, at #ré pf their souls, they refuse the
warning. “Ye have set at nought all my counsel, awdild none of my reproof; | also will
laugh at your calamity. | will mock when your feabometh as desolation, and your
destruction cometh as a whirlwind. For that thejetisknowledge, and did not choose the
fear of the Lord. They would none of my counsektldespised all my reproof: therefore
shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, arel filled with their own devices. But whoso
hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shallgbeet from fear of evil” (Proverbs
1:25,26,29,31,33) he blessed Commander Himself was reviled, sebagnt in the days of
His humiliation. When Emmanuel was thus treateds fdithful servants, who deliver His
message in the love of the Spirit, may expect thay shall meet with some who despise
them and their message. Transgressors of the Diaamelo not often listen, with pleasure, to
sound doctrine. The whole counsel of God is repogta their unclean nature. Pleasure-
going and pleasure-seeking sinners think that soin@hrist's messengers are too strict, and
they repel their earnestness in warning them @ filem the wrath to come, and to embrace
Jesus as the only Saviour for lost undone sinners.

The Truth declares that in the last days scoffeatl some, walking after their own lusts,
saying, “Where is the promise of his coming?” (2eP&:3). Yea, we are told that, the time
cometh when the people will not endure sound duetnwvill walk after their own lusts, and
shall, after their own lusts, heap up to themseteashers having itching ears, and that they
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and Ishalturned unto fables, — see 2 Timothy
4:3,4). What, then, are the soldiers of Jesus tlmdbese circumstances? Preach the Word,;
be instant in season and out of season; reprolsekee exhort, with all long-suffering and
doctrine; watch in all things, endure afflictiomsd make full proof of their ministry.

These mockers, scorners, scoffers are indebtdaetdgahovah whom they insult, and the
Gospel which they despise, for being allowed t@adrehis earth. To Jesus we owe our
common mercies — even to the drop of cold waterHira we owe our civil and religious
liberties. Do away with God’s Word and you estdblsarchy. An English earl once said to
a Fijian chief, “It is really a pity you have besa foolish as to listen to these missionaries.
No one now-a-days believes in the Bible.” The chieles flashed as he said, “Do you see
that stone? There we killed our victims. Do you $e# oven? There we roasted their bodies
for our feasts. If it had not been for the missitggmand the Bible you would have met the
same fate.”

(4) Ritualism and Idolatry— “Thou shalt have no other gods before me."dtiglis
setting up rivals to the Most High. Idolatry brotighrael and Judah very low. It brought
upon them famine, pestilence, wars, banishment, @asblation. The nations whose
idolatrous practices Israel and Judah adopted beg¢anthe end their scourge and ruin. A
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warning to Britain and its Protestant churches. aqvith idolaters and idolatry and you
court disaster.

It is very deplorable that the Churches in Britduave departed so much from the
teaching of God’s Word, which is the teaching & Beformers — teaching that delivered this
land from the awful tyranny of the Papacy. The laedéms to be drifting fast into the cruel
darkness from which the Word of God delivered use Thurch of England is, to a large
extent, turned into a nursery for Rome. There i€mngland a society called the “English
Church Union” — a Romanising Union. It has succdedell in Romanising the Church of
England. This Society has at present 32 bishopkseoChurch of England and 4,130 clerical
members of that Church, all bent on driving Romesarand of driving the Church of
England into the Church of Rome. There is anothduaRstic Society, which exists
practically for the same purpose. It is called “TAleium Club”; and the present Dean of
Chester is a member. It advocates (1) The introcluadf the Mass in Latin; (2) Burning
Incense; (3) Elevation of the Host, and (4) Lightsning in front of the Sacrament. The
Society prayed for the Pope as its “Father,” aresd#d “Pontiff.” In the English Church
there is auricular confession, candle-burning iglight, worship of Mary, etc. The Mass is
undoubtedly idolatry. Christ’s soldiers in this amither lands gave up their lives rather than
yield to the imposition of the Mass. It is in th&th century that the consecrated wafer is said
to have been turned into the flesh of Jesus, matst blood, and to have been adored even
by beasts. “To the law and to the testimony, ifytepeak not according to these words, it is
because there is no light in them.”

The Church of Scotland, sad to say, is, slowlydiaadily, following in the wake of the
Church of England. Ritualism is in a number ofctsmgregations for many years. The popish
altar in Crathie Church, and the popish baptismal in St. Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh, have
received the protecting wing of the General Assgmifl 1912. The Assembly, by its
majority, has given its benediction to this Romedvarovement. It is extremely sad when the
language of expediency, instead of “Thus saithLtivel,” was heard from so many apologists
on the floor of the Assembly in favour of retainimplatrous articles in the Church that
spewed out all such at the Reformation. It was f&&noe to the same Assembly to say that
the Church of Rome is guilty of creature worshipd e minority in that Church realise the
gravity of the situation, and the awful dishonoastcupon the Supreme Being, the sole object
of worship, they would not rest until all the pdpiltars and fonts, and all the paraphernalia
of Rome would be cast out, and the pure doctrihéisesoWord of God alone proclaimed from
every pulpit. The state of matters in Presbyte@aotland causes much grief to every true
and faithful soldier of Jesus Christ. What is todme when the “rowers” in Church and
State have led the land into deep waters? To stprfdr Christ’'s prerogative to rule in His
own House, and to put forward afresh the claimthefWord of God alone as the final arbiter
in every question.

Pastor Chiniquy was a Roman Catholic priest in Gankle had charge of a large colony.
At that period he was brought to a saving knowledfj¢he Saviour. He at once began to
preach Christ as the only Saviour. His labours w&gmnally acknowledged. His large
congregation came under the power of the truth; asdhe truth was taking possession of
them, image after image, statue after statue, \@as aut of the building: not one was left.
Chiniquy did not ask them to remove the images.tt@ir own accord, as the truth was
having effect, they put away all these imageshédf Gospel of Jesus Christ were so faithfully
and purely and lovingly declared from all our ptdpive might confidently look for similar
results. When Rome took steps to depose Chiniquy,ra-assert its own authority in the
colony, the language of that vast assembly was, {¥et nothing here but the Bible,” and
the representatives of Rome had to quit the plsles. the Most High grant that the day may
come upon this nation when its one voice will b&/€" shall have nothing here, as our
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infallible Guide Book, but the Scriptures of thed@Iind New Testament; and we shall own no
master but the Triune Jehovah.”

The Church that does not strictly adhere to the mand of her Divine Lord is not
faithful to Him. The Commander’s order is, “teadiithem to observe all thingshatsoever
| havecommanded/ou”; whereas the command of the innovators in the \@sitiurch is,
“teaching them to observe all things which | hax¢ forbiddenyou.” Those who have thus
changed the command of the Commander are guilhboagmall crime. The change made in
the word of command is responsible for many ofdisions in our Protestant Churches. If
the Protestant Churches of the land were faitiduihe glorious Head of the Church there
would be no popish altars, popish baptismal fomsges, or creature worship known within
the gates of Zion. Unless we repent, a storm iacloé us. Faithfulness to the Commander is
to do what He prescribes to us in His Word. Thy tMasrto my feet a lamp and to my path a
light.

(5) Ignorance of God’s Word- It is to be feared that God’s Word is not sdlwe
known by the young as it should be. Parents shdalthore than they are doing in teaching
their children the Word of God, and the ShortereCaism; and they should also test the
knowledge of their children.

Here is the result of a General Bible Knowledge raixetion in the district High School
of one of the oldest towns in Otago, New Zealanle Tesults were given in at the last
meeting in Dunedin of the Presbyterian AssembliNeiv Zealand. Here is what was said: —
“I have classified the answers under two headifigaprance,” wrong answer or blank; and
‘Knowledge,” corrector good answer. Out Of 700 aessv530 showed ignorance, 173
knowledge. Some of the papers would not have gmrent. One boy, in the High School,
aged 17, got nothing. Some of the questions wesg. élslention one incident in the life of
St. Paul?’ ‘Ignorance’ 41, ‘Knowledge’ 7. That i say, 31 knew nothing of Paul, 10
confused him with some one else. ‘Who was Josefaltfeer?’ 44 did not know, 4 did. 35
knew something about the Ten Commandments, 13 ngptHiard Questions— Only one
child could name the sons of Noah, 47 knew abdglutething about them. Two had a hazy
idea of Absalom, 46 knew nothing. Only 8 could gilie name of an Epistle. | learn from
this examination (1) that most of our children knlittée about the Bible, a few nothing; (2)
that more and better teaching is required on Sakdrad week day; (3) that if adults know as
little as children much of our preaching is lostasmuch as Scripture allusions are not
understood.” A local journal makes the followingticrsm: “It must, therefore, be considered
demonstrated by a test as careful as that of &alithermometer that, to the extent of five-
sevenths, young New Zealand is ignorant of the Widr@od. This is sad reading, but the
revelation hardly comes as a surprise to those lvetve noted the growing tendency towards
secularism and materialism. It is to be feared thatgeneral tendency in Australia is in the
same direction, and any attempt to improve mattgrsaising our children from paganism, is
thwarted by thendifference of Protestantand theorganised antagonism of Rorhe

(6) Rejecters of the Word of the CommandeiSome who profess to be soldiers of
Jesus Christ reject the Pentateuch, others rejeattaf it, others reject portions of the books
of the prophets and the Psalms, while others rgjedions of the New Testament. Thus
everyone is judge of what is and what is not thed\adf God. One is at liberty to reject or
accept as much of it as pleases one. At this na¢eexalts oneself above one’s Maker and
Creator and above His Word. The Word of God is ubosdination to the creature! One
criterion given by a learned professor is thatéffeel the touch of genius about what we read
in Scripture we then know that is the Word of Géda, the lives of professing Christians are
given, by the same authority, a higher place thenWord of God. But we have not so
learned Christ. Those to whom the Word of God camnthe power of the Holy Spirit cannot
speak against that to which they owe their salvat@f the Thessalonians Paul writes: “For
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our gospel came not unto you in word only, but alsahe Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance. And ye became followers of us and ofLdrd.” Those who thus receive the
Word of God will sound forth its praises as the §3aonians did, and turn from dumb idols
to serve the living and true God, and to wait fas ISon from heaven. Those brought in
guilty before the bar of God and the bar of theunaconscience, and who were set free by
the Most High on account of Christ and His finisheatk, cannot say a word against God or
His Christ or His Word. It would be most presumptsido speak or write against the Word of
the Eternal. The true soldiers of Jesus are bam fibove; born not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which livetimd abideth for ever. The language of the
redeemed to their Redeemer is, “To whom shall w& Huwou hast the words of eternal life.”
They are fed at the King’s table; nourished inwloed of faith; Christ’s words dwell richly in
them; they sit at the feet of free and sovereigacey listening to the gracious words that
proceed out of the mouth of Jesus, realising treat oannot live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Glsays, “He that hath my commandments
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.” Anth® Father He says, “I have given them the
words thou gavest me, and they have received thathhave known surely that | came out
from Thee, and they have believed that thou didstisme” (John 17:8). The declaration of
Christ's ambassadors is: “We can do nothing agaihst truth, but for the truth” (2
Corinthians 13:8). The experience of the savedithe side of the Truth. It is sweet to their
taste — sweeter than honey; more valuable tharsémals of silver and of gold; counted more
precious than their necessary food. They feed ubersincere milk of the Word and grow
thereby. They buy the truth and sell it not. No oaa teach the twice-born to profit but God
alone. No one can reveal God but Himself, nor aayoae teach the Word of God but the
author of it. God has given His Holy Spirit to teadis children the inspired Word; they all
sit at His feet and receive of His words. They nezeGod’'s Word with faith and love,
treasure it in their hearts, and practise it inrthees.

By the Word, God kills and makes alive; wounds &edls; casts down and raises up.
Freedom comes by knowing the Truth — the Trutthenliands of the Holy Spirit. We are in
bondage till we know the Truth. When any one callguestion the reliability of one’s words
he is thereby striking at one’s character; and wduay one rejects this part and that part of
God’s Word he is calling in question the characleGod — a very serious crime. Divinity
itself seems to be ascribed to the Scriptures: ‘Woed of God is quick and powerful, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to theddig asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thtamighd intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).
Those who know the Truth of God after this manrs@mot doubt it, or speak against it. We
can do nothing against the Truth. A well-known gignan, who had a charge in an English
city, once said that Satan has a terrible grudgenagthe Books of Moses, the Psalms, and
the Prophets, because out of these Books Chriseéwserely wounded Satan that, to this day,
he has not recovered from these wounds; and thaa&ein the visible Church, those who
take up his dirty work by calling in question thery books by which he, the arch-enemy,
was so sorely wounded.

We read of those who hold the Truth in unrighteessn of those who stumble at the
Word, being disobedient. Their disobedience catlsem to stumble, and they reject the
Word because it is not palatable to their taste.alg¢e read of those who heard the Word
preached, but got no profit therefrom, becauseag not mixed with faith in them when they
heard it. King Saul rejected God’s Word, and onoaat of it, God rejected him. A warning
to us to deal kindly with our Maker, and His pregd/Nord.

(7) Infidel Socialism— Socialism is a power that is making itself feltthese days,
causing much unrest in the land. It has capturedToade Unions. Here is testimony from
headquarters, which is clear evidence of the damgeshich the world is from such a well-
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organised evil power. James Leatham, an Englishalic says, “At the present moment |
cannot remember a single instance of a person whai bne and the same time a really
earnest and intelligent socialist and an orthodbxisfian. Those who do not openly attack
the Church, and the fabric of Christianity, show ezant respect to either the one or the other
in private, and while all of us are thus indifferén the Church, many of us are frankly
hostile to her. Marx, Lassalle, and Engels, amamjez socialists; Morris, Bux, Hyndman,
Guesde, and Babel, among present-day socialigsallamore or less, avowed atheists, and
what is true of the more notable men of the patyqually true of the rank and file the world
over.” Wilhelm Leibnecht says, “It is our duty, sacialists, to root out the faith in God with
all our zeal, nor is any one worthy of the name whes not consecrate himself to the spread
of atheism.” Enrico Ferri declares that, under itifeuence of “scientific culture,” religious
convictions will “perish by atrophy.” In a letten the “Advance,” by George D. Herron, he
writes “Every appeal to men to become socialisth@&name of Christianity will result in the
corruption, and betrayal of socialism in the end..People cannot separate Christ from
Christianity. And Christianity to-day stands for aths lowest and basest in life. The Church
of to-day sounds the lowest note in human lifés the most degraded of all our institutions,
and the most brutalising in its effects on the camrtife. The Church is simply organised
Christianity. For socialism to use it, or to makents with, or let it make approaches to the
socialistic movement, is for socialism to take Juttaits bosom. There is not an instance in
sixteen centuries in which the Church has not pettaevery movement for human
emancipation it has touched . . . Official religiand militarism are the two guardians of
capitalism, and the subtle methods of the Churtliestroying the manhood of the soul and
keeping it servile, are infinitely more to be dreddby the socialist movement than the
world’s standing armies.” Karl Marx states, “Retigiis a fantastic degradation of human
nature.” Leibknecht declares, “Socialism must carghbe stupidity of the masses in so far as
this stupidity reveals itself in religious formsdadogmas.” Babel says, “We wish in politics,
republic; in economy, socialism; and in religiothesm.” The following is from the “Sozial
Demokrat,” the organ of the German socialists: “Buoeialistic State will never be realized
except by a violent revolution, and it is our dtayspread this conviction through all classes.
Christianity is the greatest enemy of socialism.eWiGod is expelled from human brains,
what is called the Divine Grace will, at the sanmeet be banished, and when the heaven
above appears nothing more than an immense faldehmen will seek to create for
themselves a heaven below.” The “Clarion” is a pahat advocates socialism, and has a
large circulation among the labouring classes. @tiitor, Robert Blatchford, in the issue of
23rd September, 1904, states: “I deny the existeheeHeavenly Father. | deny the efficacy
of prayer. | deny the providence of God. | denytita¢h of the Old Testament and the New
Testament. | deny the truth of the Gospels. | dob bwlieve that any miracle was ever
performed. | do not believe Christ was Divine. It believe that Christ died for men. | do
not believe that He ever rose from the dead. | ongly inclined to believe that He never
existed at all.”

Here, then, you have the testimony of socialisesnibelves, and it reveals the nature of
the power that controls labour — a power antagenist the Almighty, and to mankind.
Banish the Most High from the nation, and you helvaos. A power that denies Jehovah, and
treats Him with the utmost contempt, is a poweudta with mischief of a crimson dye. This
is the power that seeks to control the nation. “fide hath said in his heart, there is no God”
— a class who have not only lifted up the heeletietlion against the true Church of God, but
against Heaven. “For many walk, of whom | have tgtal often, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are the enemies of the crogShoist: whose end is destruction, whose
god is their belly, and whose glory is in their siga who mind earthly things” (Philippians
3:18,19). “The instruction of fools is folly” (Prevbs 16:22). “The preaching of the cross is
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to them that perish foolishness” (1 Corinthians3).:1For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousiméssnen who hold the truth in
unrighteousness. Professing themselves to be thisg pecame fools” (Romans 1:18,22).

The Truth speaks on this wise: The carnal mindimity against God, it is not subject to
“the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then that are in the flesh cannot please God”
(Romans 5:7,8). “The natural man receiveth notthiegs of the Spirit of God for they are
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them beeahey are spiritually discerned”
(Romans 2:14). “We preach Christ crucified: unte dews a stumbling-block, and unto the
Greeks foolishness; but unto them who are calleth Bews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God, and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:23,2Because they received not the love of
the truth that they might be saved. And for thissega God shall send them strong delusion
that they should believe a lie that they all migbtdamned who believed not the truth, but
had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Thessalonidfis12).

(8) Mormonism=— In Great Britain it is well represented. That it isis@n eye-opener
to many. It has in Britain 1 apostle, 17 high pise$7 seventies (propagandists), 236 elders,
856 local missionaries. In 1910 they baptised iitaBr 963 women, and induced 555 to
emigrate to Utah. W. Jarman, ex-Mormon priest, fi8ait Lake City, Utah, says that the
“prophet” Brigham Young was a most sensual, wickedn; the apostles an extremely
licentious set; the church, and the whole concgsrindecent that it is difficult to describe it;
men living with a number of wives; swarms of chéddrin dugouts, and old rickety cabins;
the women fighting, and the men cursing and swganmany living in the most abject
poverty and squalid misery. English girls pros@tibn the streets; British women leading a
miserable life of sin and shame in the Mormon harenrying bitterly for deliverance.
Hundreds of women die an untimely death, and hwsdreore, whose sorrows overwhelm
them, commit suicide. The children of the “saintsam like cattle; unwashed, uneducated,
surrounded with vice and immorality, they grow earfully corrupt. There are more whisky
shops and drunkenness in “Zion” than anywhere alsd,there is more bigamy and murder
committed in Utah than elsewhere on the face ottrén.

Such, then, is the description in part given byd&tman, ex-priest of Utah. If it does not
surpass, it equals the character given to Sodom Gowiorrah. Representatives of this
unclean body penetrate north of the Grampians, aebcate their tenets with great
plausibility. Although this country is warned agstinthis polygamous body, yet British
women are led away by fair promises, until at kgty find themselves in such unclean
entanglements that they are entirely helpless.

According to reports from Montreal, dated 30th Jumst, 200 Mormon converts are
arriving there weekly from Europe. The women antsgnearly all of whom are British, are
brought to Montreal to avoid the American immigpatilaws, and, while there are a few
Mormon colonies in the Western Provinces, the nitgjof the converts are sent to Utaia
Winnipeg. All the Montreal Churches are unitingctmunteract this evil, and clergymen and
church workers meet every immigrant ship. Renewpdeals have been made to the
Dominion Government to introduce legislation toyaet the entry of these converts, and
efforts are being made to obtain some action bytbeincial authorities.

Here, then, is a gigantic evil that demands, inrthme of righteousness, extirpation. The
nation should make it illegal for any Mormon to doite in the land. Mormons propagate
views completely at variance with the law of Goddawith the law of the land. It is very
melancholy that many of the young women of the #&omg should be led away to such
unclean surroundings. It means ruin for life. Ther&d/of God thunders forth its anathemas
against polygamy; and polygamy is pregnant withep#wvils. The gospel of Jesus Christ is
the only purifier, and the only real elevator o thuman race. Without Divine revelation no
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true real character can be built. Only those wgbtfthe good fight of faith, and lay hold on
eternal life, escape the wiles of Satan. “Withaalirfess no man shall see the Lord.”

(9) Millenial Dawn. — This system is a most shocking one. It overturns théiesr
of Christianity. It robs Christ of His Divine attuites. Its votaries are very zealous, and travel
in every direction to make converts. Particulaermibn is now paid to the Highlands of
Scotland. A house to house canvass is made forsofde “religious books.” These books
bear titles, which are not in accordance with thietents, for the books sold are full of deadly
errors. A warning should be issued against buyiogkb that subvert the gospel of Jesus
Christ. I shall give a number of the errors taugythis well-organised and aggressive body.
(1) Denial of Christ’s Divinity — Christ is not eguwith the Father. (2) In eternity, Christ
“was a perfect spiritual being,” but a creaturg.@® earth, Christ “was only a perfect human
being.” (4) Denial of Christ possessing two naturegne person. (5) Christ’'s death was only
that of a perfect man. (6) Christ did not rise frtme dead. (7) Christ's body was dissolved
into gases, or supernaturally removed from the toonks still preserved somewhere as a
grand memorial of God’s love. (8) Because Christiieed the human nature He was, after
his death, exalted to the highest nature — thenBivbince His resurrection “He is a perfect
spiritual being of the highest order.” It is to beted that all the divinity Millenial Dawnism
ascribes to Christ is that “He is a perfect spalitoeing of the highest order.” (9) The Church
will be exalted with her Lord to the divine natukere Polytheism is taught. (10) Christ was
Adam’s substitute. Christ by His death could redesty one life. (11) Man and “the angels
of heaven will always be mortal.” Nowhere in Sanig is it stated “that angels are immortal,
nor that mankind restored will be immortal.” (12)aM is no more than the highest of
animals. (13) None but the Lord’s favoured litleck has sufficient light to incur the final
penalty — the second death. (14) All mankind widivé a second chance. (15) Death is
simply extinction. (16) Denial of eternal punishrhéit is absurd to suppose that God would
perpetuate Adam’s existence for ever in tormenttercomparative small offence of eating
forbidden fruit.” (17) In the resurrection the Gospel of salvation will fieached to the
unsaved. The great mass will believe, but those ddaot will be annihilated. (18)he
Person and work of the Holy Spirit are ignored.)(Thrist came in 1874(20) Christ’s
saints were raised up in 187@1) The professing Christian Church was rejected878
“The spring of 1878marks the date when the nominal Church systems smee/ed out:
from that date they are not the mouthpiece of Gumal,in any degree recognised by Him.”
(22) 1881marks the close of special favour to the Gent{|23) The end will be in October,
1914

(10) Sabbath-breakers- The Sabbath-breaker tramples the law of his Maker and
Preserver under his foot. He defies God; he robs$ @dHis due. God has given six days to
men to attend to their lawful callings, and hasresd only one day in the week as a day of
rest — a day set apart to be kept holy unto the.LArgentleman, on his way to church on the
Lord’s Day, saw a company of big boys amusing tredwes. He approached them and said,
“l want to tell you a story. There was once a gomgh who was noted for his kindness and
liberality. As he was pursuing his way along a lgm®ad he met a man who represented
himself as having suffered a great loss, in consecgl of which he was in deep distress.
With his usual kindness the good man instantly doeivhis purse, and after examining it he
said, ‘I have only seven shillings with me; buhink that with one shilling | can get to the
end of my journey, and you shall have the rest.thWhis he handed the man six shillings.
Wasn't that generous? Wouldn’t you have thought tthe beggar must have gone off feeling
very grateful and contented? Certainly we shouldehexpected this; but he did no such
thing. He was not a beggar at all, but a robbed, sgeing that the good man had still one
shilling in his purse, he knocked him down withlab¢ and stole it from him.” All the boys
cried out against this base and wicked conduchefrbbber. Indeed, one exclaimed that he
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did not think anyone could be found quite so wickasl that. “Now, stop,” said the
gentleman; “let me tell you, boys, this is just wiiau are doing. God has emptied not His
purse but His heart for your benefit. He has giyen freely six days out of seven for your
own use. He has kept onbne for Himself, to be kept holy and spent in worshigpHim,
and yetyouare sanean as to rob Him even of thafThe big boys, ashamed of their own
conduct, went away and did not resume their play.

The Lord’s Day, to a great extent, is turned intdag of pleasure and amusement; and
trade is busily carried on as if God had never,s&@member the Sabbath-day to keep it
holy.” Socialists make a special point of holdihgit meetings on the first day of the week.
At these meetings, attended at times by 30,000 arejrLabour questions are discussed,
proposals made for settling strikes, and arrangé&nerade for strikes. This is an utter
disregard of God’s holy and just and good law.ds$ lsome to this, that the major portion of
the Labour Party reject the commandment of God, @meideby bring the curse of the
Almighty on the land. A clergyman, who had for maysars been chaplain to a large
penitentiary, made searching inquiry as to what feed the criminals to go astray. In 99 cases
out of 100 he found that Sabbath desecration wasb#yginning of their evil career.
“‘Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy.” “Blésisethe man that doeth this, and the son
of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth thel&d from polluting it, and keepeth his hand
from doing any evil” (Isaiah 56:2). “If thou turmay thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing
thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the Sabbat&light, the holy of the Lord, honourable,
and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, fioding thine own pleasure, nor
speaking thine own words: Then shalt thou deliglgself in the Lord: and | will cause thee
to ride upon the high places of the earth, and thed with the heritage of Jacob thy father:
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it” (Isaigd113,14). “Thus saith the Lord, take heed
to yourselves, and bear no burden on the Sabbathrda bring it in by the gates of
Jerusalem; neither carry forth a burden out of ywauses on the Sabbath-day, neither do ye
any work; but hallow ye the Sabbath-day as | condaedrnyour fathers. But they obeyed not
my voice, neither inclined their ear. And it shedime to pass if ye diligently hearken unto
me, saith the Lord, to bring in no burden on thblfagh-day, but hallow the Sabbath to do no
work therein; then shall there enter into the gatiethis city kings and princes sitting upon
the throne of David, riding in chariots and on laststhey, and their princes, the men of
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and ityssball remain for ever” (Jeremiah
17:21,25). “But if ye will not hearken unto me tallow the Sabbath-day, and not to bear a
burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusafethe Sabbath-day; then will | kindle a fire
in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the msacf Jerusalem, and it shall not be
guenched” (Jeremiah 17:27).

The soldiers of Jesus highly value the Lord’s Ogis to them a day of holy rest; the day
of light; the queen of days; the portal of God ithe week; “day of all the week the best;
emblem of eternal rest.”

“This is the day God made,;
In it we'll joy triumphantly.

Save now, | pray thee, Lord; | pray,
Send now prosperity.”

Philip Henry used to say of a well-spent SabbathtHis be not the way to heaven, |
know not what it is.”

“A Sabbath well spent brings a week of content,
And strength for the toils of the morrow;

But a Sabbath profaned, whate’er may be gained,
Is a certain forerunner of sorrow.”
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Surely, then, the imperative duty of all the salgief Jesus Christ is to display the
Banner of Truth given to them by their Commanderhold fast that which He has given
them: to hold forth the Word of Life in the middtabcrooked and perverse generation among
whom they shine as lights in the world. The solligrJesus must show themselves approved
unto God; workmen that need not be ashamed; rightliging the Word of Truth. “War a
good warfare, holding faith and a good consciefi@ke heed unto thyself, and unto the
doctrine, continue thou in them; for, in doing thisou shalt both save thyself and them that
hear thee” (1 Timothy 4:16). “Flee also youthfuktls; but follow righteousness, faith,
charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord @iu& pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22).

IV. — The Fight-1t is:

(1) A life-long fight. There is no discharge till death comes. The eneomjrants the
soldier at every step, and harasses him on histavélye celestial city. This fight is a noble
fight, a profitable fight, an indispensable fighty holy war. It is good to carry on a righteous
war against all manner of evil. If we do not congtire evil it will conquer us.

(2) The good fight.The Commander is essentially good. He is the foanvé all
goodness. He is not only good, but of His rich lgute has provided of His goodness for
the poor. The soldiers have not only a presentyemgmt of that which is good, but they have
an eternity of it in store. Here they enjoy it retcalm and in the heat of the conflict; but no
language can describe what awaits them in the opwitere war is never known. “Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have enteredhatbeart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him. But God hath rac@hem unto us by his Spirit: for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep thifgsar” (1 Corinthians 2:9,10).

(3) The good fight of faithit is not only a fight, and a good fight, butstthe good fight
of faith. The soldiers are called the children aitH, the household of faith. They fight by
faith, not by sight. The eye of faith, resting ughe Commander, is great strength in the day
of battle. A sight by faith of their Commander lsatiem on to victory. The soldiers of the
good fight of faith triumph over error and holdtfhy the Truth and put down evil. The good
fight of faith purifies and sanctifies and ennoblasd brings one into closer fellowship with
the Commander. Faith leads the soldier to the throinGod. By faith many of Christ's
heroes were, out of weakness, made strong; yeawtleed valiant in fight, and put to flight
the armies of the aliens.

In this army there is

(1) The Bank of FaithThe “gold tried in the fire” is here. The soldietgaw daily
upon the Bank. The Commander Himself is the Bankkat is sufficient guarantee that all
cheques presented, bearing the name of the Commandéhe name of the soldier, will be
honoured.

(2) Music The new song is put in the mouth of the soldmsr$&od Himself; yea, He
encompasses them with songs of deliverance. Godisgd-kindness is with them in the day-
time and His song in the night; and their prayetoithe God by whom they live. It is the
sweetest and most reviving song on earth, andeiotity song that lasts for ever. Paul and
Silas, cruelly scourged, thrust into the inner qmisit Philippi, at midnight sang praises unto
God. It ended in additional praise in the jailocting an enrolled soldier in Christ’'s army.
A huge multitude of Ammonites, Moabites, and thieaipitants of Mount Seir came against
Jehosophat, King of Judah. Jehosophat called ansofast throughout all Judah. “And all
Judah stood before the Lord, with their little grtéeir wives, and their children.” Jehosophat
prayed: “O, our God, wilt thou not judge them? fee have no might against this great
company that cometh against us; neither know we vehdo: but our eyes are upon thee” (2
Chronicles 20:12). Singers were then appointedtbeajore the army; and when they began
to sing, the enemy quarrelled among themselves stenaghtered one another — no one
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escaped death. When Jehosophat and his army camnethg scene, the land was covered
with the slain. Not a sword had to be drawn. Nd¢te tconnection between the singing of
Judah and the slaughtering of the enemy. Here wssng-victory — a most remarkable
victory, gained while singing the songs of Zion.

“God hath done great things for us,
Whence joy to us is brought.”

“Thou hast covered my head in the day of battle.”

(3) Court martial The Commander is the sole Judge in this Courjpahtal
judgments, tempered with mercy, are invariably giv€he Judge has a rod in Court with
which He chastises and corrects those who do negreb the rules of war. He visits their
faults with rods and their sins with chastisementsee Psalm 89:32. Those who forget the
necessity of fighting daily in the strength of themmander, and go astray from His laws, are
court-martialed.

[1] Miriam, for her sedition against Moses, herthey, was smitten with leprosy,
and was put outside the camp; but the removalefaprosy restored her to the camp.

[2] Eli was chastised for being too indulgent todshis wicked sons.

[3] Jonah, fleeing from duty, was cast into the amd swallowed by a whale; but
deliverance came to him when he repented.

[4] David was moved by Satan to number the peapid, pestilence broke out. The
angel of the Lord was seen, having a drawn swoldsrhand, stretched out over Jerusalem.
Repentance and sacrifice stayed the plague.

Sin is provoking to the eyes of God’s holinesstt®, need of being continually kept by
God as the apple of His eye, from the lewd oppmsssocompassing us about as deadly foes!
Christ’s intercession for His soldiers and thelfaaind repentance He bestows upon them,
restore to them the joys of His salvation, andaresthem in heart to their comrades in the
faith.

“It hath been very good for me
That | afflicted was,

That | might well instructed be,
And learn thy holy laws.”

“I shall not die, but live, and shall
The works of God discover.
The Lord hath me chastised sore,
But not to death giv'n over.”

V. — The armour — Like everything else in this army, the armosirof God. Man’s
weapons are useless in this fight. No creaturepcavide weapons to overcome the powers
of darkness. The armour has been tested in thadaraf heaven — tested by the Commander
Himself. He puts into the hand of every soldier faene sword as He Himself used — even
the sword of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit wields @nd enables every true soldier to wield it. It
is

(1) the armour of righteousnessHere, then, are the righteous Commander, the
righteous cause, the righteous weapons, and th#eags soldiers. This armour is for
offensive and defensive purposes. The God-provateti God-bestowed weapons, handled
lawfully, work wonders.

[1] David at Ziglag The people threatened to stone him, but he eagedrhimself in
the Lord his God, and pursued and slaughteredItivelerers, and restored all that had been
taken away.

[2] Gideon,with three hundred men, having pitchers, lamps, @maochpets, put to
flight the Midianites. As they blew the trumpetslding the lamps in their left hands, they
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shouted, “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” Tloed sent such consternation among
the Midianites that every man’s sword was set agdiis fellow. One hundred and twenty

thousand Midianites fell that day, and for fortyay®the land had rest. At times the soldiers
of the Lord Jesus, on account of the strong opjposithey meet with, conclude that they

shall never overcome. “A troop shall overcome Jad, Gad shall overcome at last.” It is

said that Washington lost more battles than he Wwanhhe won at last. So shall it be with the
enrolled soldiers of Jesus. Greater is He thabrisi§ and in us and with us than all that can
be against us. “Our sufficiency is of God.” Go indapossess the land. They go on
conguering and to conquer.

(2) The armourof light. It is not like the armour of darkness. It can stdnd full
examination of noon-day light. The Commander is lthght of the world. His soldiers are
lights of the world. They were, ere He enlistednthenot only in darkness, but they were
darkness; yet they were made “lights in the Lol created light shall be extinguished.
Every individual who is not a soldier of Jesus kbldimately be in the outer darkness. “The
lamp of the wicked shall be put out; but the rightg hath hope in his death.” “The path of
the just is as the shining light that shineth mamd more unto the perfect day.” This radiant,
celestial, holy light brings joy to earth, and mubd to conquer the darkness. Substitute this
armour for any human armour and you endanger your safety; you play into the hands of
the enemy. It was not by Saul’'s armour that thettyoDavid, gained the victory over Goliath
and the Philistine army. The victory was gainedhe name of the Lord God of hosts, the
God of the armies of Israel, whom Goliath had akf@€lad in this armour, the soldiers are
bound to gain the battle. The giant’'s seed cantastdsbefore the soldiers of Jesus Christ.
David’'s Lord and David’s King shall exterminate thevholly — see 1 Chronicles 20:4-8.
Victories over Satan and sin give new life and poteethe soldiers and nerve them for the
conflict. The more the sword is wielded, the marene strengthened to use it.

The armour consists of the girdle of truth, theastplate of righteousness, the shield of
faith, the helmet of salvation. The soldiers mustlve clad in a part of the armour but in the
whole armour. Jehovah Himself is our shield andexaeeding great reward. The shield of
the soldiers is faith; by it they quench the fielarts of the wicked and ward off the sharp,
poisoned arrows of the enemy. The armoury of théiexs is the Word of God; their robe,
the righteousness of Christ; their breastplatehtegusness, faith, and love; their helmet,
salvation and the hope of salvation; their shdas,preparation of the Gospel of peace; and
their breath, continual prayer in the Holy Spilitis said of the Commander that He put on
righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmelvatiea on His head, and that righteousness
is the girdle of His loins and faithfulness thedggr of His reins.

VI. — The Commissariat— None but the Commander could take charge of thi
department, for no one but Himself could providd attend to the clothing and feeding of
such a world-wide army. He is sealed by God thédtaio give the meat that endureth unto
everlasting life. It is very difficult, in our arms$, in time of war, to have the commissariat up
to the mark. Sad tales are told of the scarcityoofl and clothing in time of war. But the
adorable Redeemer and Commander, in charge ofddeemed army, assures all that walk
uprightly and wage this holy war, that they shall lack any good.

When the Lord led Israel out of Egypt, by the hahdloses, the number of men fit for
war, twenty years old and upward, was 603,550; iamslestimated this number represents
about two millions and a half (Numbers 1:45,46).9e/® had a great undertaking to feed and
clothe these, but God became responsible for thelewHsrael was forty years in the
wilderness, and we are told that neither their gerts nor their shoes waxed old. God gave
them an outfit for the wilderness, and it sufficeatil He brought them into the Land of
Promise. He fed them with bread from Heaven — theyook of angels’ food. The manna
ceased not till they entered the land flowing watilk and honey. This is what God does
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spiritually to all those who fight the battles betLord. They had no clothing to stand before
Him, but, justified by faith, they were clothed tine spotless garb of the righteousness of
their Commander. They shall never lose that gadshkbd their feet with the preparation of

the gospel of peace, and they shall never ceaenjty the blessings of that Gospel. “They

shall walk with me in white.”

Moses was on the Mount with God forty days andyfarghts, and during that period he
did neither eat bread nor drink water. This inddsatvhat the Commander is to the chosen
soldiers whom He calls to the Mount. He feeds sma body by His gracious presence. He
gives His soldiers at times so much of His felloipdhat a solemn awe pervades their whole
being. He keeps them bound to Him by His love. Bese highly-favoured ones encounter
great conflicts, and much to try their spirits. ®Wsmon is thus made for the trying paths that
have to be travelled, and the precipitous mountiashave to be climbed. The march of the
Christian soldier is not a picnic march; yet, thouge path be rough, they smooth it with
heavenly song. Shod with gospel shoes, and clo#litbdthe garments of salvation, they are
ready to start at the word of command, or contitheemarch, or halt, as the case may be.
They are marching through a land in which wily amdel enemies are entrenched, and they
have to fight their way right through. Every inchdontested by the enemy except when the
Lord specially interposes and hotly pursues thentaoses every one’s sword to be against
his fellow until they are decimated or utterly deged, as He did on many occasions.

(1) Joshua at Gibeon and Beth-horon, routed thgskai Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth,
Lachish, and Eglon, with their combined armies. Tled cast down from heaven great
stones, which slew more than did the sword of #radlites; and the sun and moon were
arrested in their course to allow Joshua to coraplet conquest.

(2) Samuel held a solemn convocation at Mizpeh, #ed Philistines came against
them. Samuel prayed, and the Lord sent a thunderatpon the Philistines, and Israel had
an easy victory. This had the salutary effect adieg the Philistines at bay for a lengthy
period.

(3) In the days of Hezekiah, Judah was invaded, Jamdsalem was threatened with
destruction by Sennacherib, King of Assyria. Sehedb had an immense army, and
Jerusalem was in great distress; but the Angdiet.brd slew 185,000 of the Assyrian army,
and allowed some survivors to flee to Nineveh tateethe destruction of their army without
any human weapon having been used. Sennachefibugh he lived for about seventeen
years after this event, did not again attack Jéosa

(4) The Syrian army besieged famine-stricken Saamant the Lord relieved Samaria,
by causing the Syrian army to hear a noise of otgrand a noise of horses, a noise of a
great host. The Syrians were so terror-stricken ttiny fled for their lives, leaving their all
behind them — tents, horses, asses, provisions,Tht signal victories the Lord bestows,
often entail forced marches upon His army, but #nkances their position, for they get
nearer the mansions of the King of Glory, whereythleall receive their everlasting reward,
and be forever free from the clash and clang ofoammand the din of battle. “Now is our
salvation nearer than when we believed.”

During a period of famine Elijah was sent by therd.do Zarephthah to be fed by a
starving widow. By the blessing of the Lord therbaof meal did not waste, neither did the
cruse of oil fail, until the Lord sent abundanceKfihgs 17:9). This is an instance of what the
One in charge of the commissariat does in gracepamddence for His own. He at one time
gave Elijah a diet in the strength of which he wienty days and forty nights (1 Kings 19:8).
Often does the Blessed One give to hungry sould fodhe strength of which they go for
months, and perhaps for years; but all this dispdsem to wait more and more upon the
Lord.
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On one occasion He, with five loaves and a few bifigles, fed five thousand men,
besides women and children; and twelve basketsofuftagments were gathered after all
were satisfied (Matthew 14:15-21). In His handdeligoes very far; yea, He multiplies, with
His own blessing, that which we, in faith, bringHom. “The blessing of the Lord, it maketh
rich: and He addeth no sorrow with it” (Proverbs2R).

On another occasion He, with seven loaves and dittésvfishes, fed four thousand men,
besides women and children, and after all weredjleven baskets full of the broken meat
that was left were taken up.

If you are afraid the next step will lead you irteggary, bring your emptiness and
poverty to Him, and He will disarm you of all yoigars, and turn your beggary into wealth.
Emmanuel being in charge of the commissariat naliebé soldier need lack any good. For
our sakes He became poor that we, through his fyowarght be made rich; my God shall
supply all your need according to the riches of d¢izry by Christ Jesus. Having such a
gracious Saviour we shall not want. “The Lord is 8hepherd, | shall not want.” “All things
are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephastherworld, or life, or death, or things
present, or things to come; all are yours, andrgeCaurist’s; and Christ’s is God’s.”

Jesus is the living Bread that came down from heatlese who eat of that bread live
for ever. This bread is His flesh, which He gavetfe life of the world. Those who eat His
flesh and drink His blood have eternal life: theyetl in Him, He dwells in them. Those who
feed on Jesus, live by Him. The Apostles knew arpamtally the meaning of all this. “Lord,
to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of etdifealand we believe and are sure that
thou art that Christ, the Son of the living GodauPknew it: “I am crucified with Christ,
nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ livethme; and the life which | now live in the flesh,
| live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved,maad gave himself for me.” “He satisfieth
the longing soul; and filleth the hungry soul wighodness.”

He provides love feasts. He is so unlike everyndatommander; He dines with the rank
and file — with the humblest soldiers. The more hlarin spirit we are, the more will we
enjoy of the gracious presence of the Lord, andritie feast He provides. It is He who
provides everything. He is all our salvation anldoalr desire; and in Him are all our well-
springs.

There are wells of salvation; rivers of pleasure tlee special benefit of the army.
Streams from the river of life gladden the heaftshose who are engaged in this spiritual
war. Here the soldiers slake their thirst. The watkich Christ gives shall be in them a well
of water springing up into everlasting life. Foung wells, streams, rivers, indicate the
richness of the supply provided. He who provideththe young ravens when they cry, will
not forget His soldiers, who have to bear the bamthe battle, nor those to whom other
positions are assigned. Surely no one need comfaialack of supply.

VII. — The Physician- No physician, but the Commander, was qualified tofacthis
army. He has been sent to bind up the broken-lteadeomfort all that mourn, to give unto
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mournitige garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness. He bore their grief, and carried theirosvs. He was wounded for their
transgressions: He was bruised for their iniquitiee chastisement of their peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes they are healed. He estdnder, sympathetic, loving Physician —
the only infallible Physician.

“Those that are broken in their hearts,
And grieved in their minds,

He healeth, and their painful wounds
He tenderly upbinds.”

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 17 p. 41



“All thine iniquities who doth
Most graciously forgive;

Who thy diseases all and pains
Doth heal, and thee relieve.”

He is ever ready to minister to the weak. “He divebwer to the faint, and to them that have
no might, He increaseth strength.”

His soldiers come to Him frequently with their heplagues and aches, and He never
disappoints them. He keepeth covenant and merdy thidse that love Him, and keep His
commandments. A great multitude of lame, blind, dumaimed, and others, were often cast
at His feet; and He healed them all. He went almmutinually doing good; healing all
manner of sickness among the people. He is the stlnélesus Christ, the same yesterday,
to-day, and forever.” The woman who had the isdugand for eighteen years, and spent all
she had, and was nothing the better, but the wbessad of Jesus, and His wonderful cures,
and said to herself: “If | but touch the hem of Kmsrment, | shall be whole.” She went to
Him, touched Him, and was instantly cured.

Are you grieved because you, in your weakness,ledadhat the Commander has gone
away never to return? The two on the way to Emmaacs their sorrows and unbelief
dispelled in a wonderful way, and they were fillw@th holy joy and peace in seeing and
knowing their Lord. Are you afraid you shall be ta8? Another knew he deserved it, but he
pleaded, “Cast me not away from thy presence, eretdke thy Holy Spirit away from me,”
and God heard him. Is the state of your heart aceoof trouble to you? Another was in that
state, and he prayed, “Create in me a clean headtrenew within me a right spirit,” and his
petition was granted. Is the leprosy of sin gettimgre burdensome to you? If so, the blood of
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin; and by andHgyHimself will pronounce you wholly
clean; and present you faultless before the presehkis glory with exceeding joy.

This Physician is

(1) Jehovah-Roph+ “I am he that healeth thee.” We need constant hegfismge, and
here is what exactly meets our case: “I am he lieateththee.” There is an ever-present
healing cure to all the army applicants. No feeharged. The soldier has no coin that can
procure the blessings of heaven. Here is healidgh dar deeply-wounded souls. The
Physician Himself is the health of our countenafv@a, our own God is He.

(2) OmniscientHe is the fountain of know ledge. All true knowledgmanates from
Him. This was great consolation to Job in his efftins: “He knoweth the way that | take.”
The Lord knoweth the righteous: it is a knowleddelelight. “Thy God shall rejoice over
thee with singing.” “The Lord knoweth them that &is.” He knoweth our thoughts afar off.
“I know my sheep.” His knowledge is an ever-presknbwledge; it is unerring. Past,
present, and future are one present with Him. Hledd AM. He does not require to diagnose
disease. What a comfort that it is utterly impolesiior this Physician to err in dealing with
the troubles and diseases that afflict His patlefiteey know Him — “I know that my
Redeemer liveth” — a knowledge of soul-comfortinglight; knowledge that begets
confidence in the Physician.

(3) OmnipresentHis gracious presence accompanies them througheurtwilderness
march. “Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the @idhe world.” “I will never leave thee; |
will never forsake thee.” The keeper of Israel dbens not, nor sleeps.

(4) OmnipotentAll power in heaven and earth is His. He sends\Wa@d in the Holy
Spirit, and in much assurance, to heal and chegrpHiients. They are kept by His power
through faith unto salvation. “Fear not, little ¢lq for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom.”

(5) Jehovahself-existent, independent, the eternal, the irthabof eternity, fulfiller of
His exceeding great and precious promises. Heeiifthof His blood-bought soldiers.
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(6) Compassionateln Him compassions flow. His is the compassion dérder and
gentle and faithful Father. Behold Him taking frai@ath the only son of the widow of Nain,
and restoring him to her alive.

“Such pity as a father hath
Unto his children dear,

Like pity shows the Lord to such
As worship him in fear.”

The issues from sickness and death belong to Henbiiihgs from the gates of death to the
gates of Zion. He is the Resurrection and the Life.not only healed King Hezekiah, but
added fifteen years to his life.

(7) Wise.All His dealings with the soldiers, in grace and prerie, work for their
good. Everything is directed to the best end. Clgisnade over unto them of God the Father
as their wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, rexi@émption.

(8) UnchangeableHe is so in all His divine perfections. From thatHaul He will
never withdraw His love. His love, shed abroadhairt hearts by the Holy Spirit, restores
them to health. His love is a rich heart-cordial.

(9) Holy. He is infinitely holy; His mission is to keep dovand remove the cause of
unholiness. The soldiers of Jesus are in degree aotl they yearn for a richer measure of it.
Their longing is for conformity in heart and life their loving and holy Commander. That
desire will have its full realisation. The standiogler in the army is, “Be ye holy, for | am
holy.” “Without holiness no man shall see the Lbrd.

VIIl. — The Last Enemy: Thelast enemy that shall be destroyed is death. Tligess of
Jesus meet death deprived of its sting. “O dealtterevis thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory?” It is indeed very solemn to die; butwe were rightly disposed, we should realize
daily that it is very solemn to live. A daily resdition of this is a good preparation for death.
Christ is the abolisher of death; and He will figadestroy it. Christ is with His own in the
Jordan of death.

“Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will | fear none ill:

For thou art with me; and thy rod
And staff me comfort still.”

Victory is assured to the soldiers of the Most Highey shall be, through Him who
loved them, more than victors over all their eneaniga, death, in regard to them, shall be
swallowed up in victory; it shall be swallowed ublite. “Stand still and see the salvation of
God.” Death frees them for ever from all their dmt$, from all their enemies, from all their
impurities, and from sin itself. Death removes thi#zom all their diseases, and the cause
thereof. A young Christian soldier was told that hiedical adviser considered him better.
The young hero said, “Little does he know what ffest; and, later on, he said, “I shall be
well at five o’clock in the evening.” He longed ftitat hour, and when it did arrive, he slept
in Jesus.

IX. — The Reward— The reward is

(1) eternal life. “They that overcome shall inhelit things” — all that the Commander
has promised.
(2) An eternity in the immediate presence of th@t@a of their salvation; beholding
Him as He is, seeing Him face to face, and enjo¥iitg in the home where the inhabitant
never says, “l am sick.”
They have this reward in anticipation. A young watrnearing his journey’s end, was in
great pain. While his mother was one day bathisghlead, she said, “My afflicted boy!” He
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immediately replied, “Your happy boy, mother. Ydwal see that head with a crown of glory
upon it.”

Government officials, successful in carrying outluenus expeditions intrusted to them,
are, on their return to the fatherland, receiveith\great acclamation and honours. Parliament
votes large grants in money, and titles of honaer @nferred. But here we have what
eclipses everything terrestrial. In the Parliamehheaven, ere ever the world was, Christ
Jesus the Lord was set apart as the Deliverer anah@nder of His army, and in Him there
was granted them an inheritance, incorruptible efifeti, and that fadeth not away. To that
inheritance they are begotten in time; and whely tieve finished their course here, they
shall have an abundant entrance into the evertpkimgdom reserved for them in heaven.

“They shall be brought with gladness great,
And mirth on every side,

Into the palace of the king,
And there they shall abide.”

It is the kingdom of their Father, and they shhire shine as the sun for ever and ever.
Sweet words, “Father” and “home!” The eternal hamthe home of the heroes of the faith.
For ever with the Lord!

X. — Conclusion -

(1) Be, at all times, loyal to your Commander. “No midmat warreth entangleth
himself with the affairs of this life, that he m@jease him who hath called him to be a
soldier.” None but those who strive lawfully are@wned. Be faithful unto death, and you
will receive the crown of life.

(2) The enemies are very numerous, powerful, antedinThey are subtle, cruel, and
persistent. “Be sober, and watch unto prayer.” $Bber, be vigilant, because your adversary
the devil as a roaring lion walketh about seekifgpm he may devour, whom resist stedfast
in the faith.” “Let him that thinketh he standethke heed lest he fall.”

(3) Keep the faith in a pure conscience — a consei&oid of offence toward God and
toward men: resort frequently to the blood of skiimy.

(4) If we are to prosper and be in health, we mirsthumble dependence on the
Commander, constantly fight against outward andaniwfoes. Pray without ceasing. Lay
aside everything that hinders in the conflict. Alail roots of bitterness that defile. Keep up,
by your good behaviour and your chaste conversatiupled with fear, the honour of the
Commander and the army. “O let integrity and tiketbp all who Thee attend.”

(5) Never enter the fight without being clad in thieole armour of God: wield the two-
edged sword of the Spirit. “Though we walk in thesh, we do not war after the flesh. For
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but tgitirough God to the pulling down of
strongholds. Casting down imaginations, and evergthigh that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity evémgught to the obedience of Christ.”

(6) Be loving, dutiful, active, obedient, valiardgldiers; and the Commander will feed
you with the finest of the wheat, and your languaglebe, “Evermore give us this bread.”

(7) Be clothed with humility: live and walk in tf&pirit: walk in all the commandments
of the Lord blameless, and you will be bosom sofdief the Commander. It is a
characteristic of the soldiers of Jesus that trexyilae all the glory of their victories to the
Lord Himself.

(8) If all, from the king to the humblest subjesfre soldiers of Jesus, true prosperity would
attend us; our land would yield increase, and Godlav multiply us exceedingly, and would cause
peace to dwell within all our borders. If we waaartst Christ, and His cause in the world, in ong wa
or another He will make war upon us. “Now therefddmgs, be wise; be taught, ye judges of the
earth; serve God in fear, and see that ye joinkfi@gwith your mirth.”
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(9) To be strong in the Lord, and in the power @ khight, you must consult the Physician
frequently. Realise that you have a disease thptines the loving attention of the Physician daily,
and you shall do great exploits. When faith anengégnce are flourishing great victories are obthine
and the presence of the Commander is richly enjoBeoken-hearted humble soldiers are in good
fettle for the fight. “Add to your faith, virtue;nd to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge,
temperance; and to temperance, patience; and tenpef godliness; and to godliness, brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness, charity. Ftiese things be in you, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful fve kknowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that
lacketh these things is blind, and cannot seeaifaand hath forgotten that he was purged from his
old sins. Give diligence to make your calling arhelcgéon sure, for, if ye do these things, ye shall
never fall.”

(10) Hate sin, that abominable thing that God heBegk daily grace to shun not only evil, but
the appearance of it. Seek forgiveness daily. Keefriendly terms with the Commander. That can
only be done by your rendering to Him hearty andnlg obedience. “If ye love me, keep my
commandments.” “The night is far spent, the dagtisand; now is our salvation nearer than when we
believed.” The king of terrors will level your bodyut your emancipated soul will immediately pass
into glory, while your body rests in the grave tifle resurrection morn. Realise the necessity of
keeping the faith, and of finishing your coursehwiy. The day of death is the coronation day.

(11) No soldier will lose his reward. “He that ovemeeth shall not be hurt by the second
death.” “To him that overcometh will | give to sitith Me on My throne.” “If we suffer, we shall
reign with Him; if we deny Him, He will deny us; ¥fe believe not He abideth faithful, He cannot
deny Himself.” A crown of righteousness, a crowrdii@, a crown of glory is in store for the warrgor
of the faith. The Commander Himself will crown eyesoldier. “I have fought a good fight, | have
finished my course, | have kept the faith; hendeftiere is laid up for me a crown of righteousness
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give ah¢hat day; and not to me only, but unto all them
also that love His appearing.”

In all our Christian assemblies recruiting officénem the bottomless pit are present; and it is an
evident, but lamentable, fact that they meet wiag success, although the work may be carried on
unobserved. These evils spirits, when they retirthéir squalid dens, report their success, ancemak
sport of the foolish ones whom they succeeded listary in active service, and of those whom they
succeeded in retaining in their deadly grasp, dridaiting to further stages in evil. But Jesus i6hr
the Lord is also present in the assembly of Histsaand He is most heartily inviting sinners tmjo
His army. If you then wish to be delivered from th@wers of darkness, and from the sport of the
spirits of darkness, and from being eternally stopghe second death, accept the offered invitation
Delay not. It does not pay to fight against GodoWis the accepted time, now is the day of
salvation.” To-morrow may never be yours. Faithamamorrow, instead of faith in Jesus Christ to-day,
is Satan’s nurse for man’s perdition. Procrastimais the thief of time. Perish not, and such a&av
offered to you. “The wages of sin is death, butdieof God is eternal life through Jesus Chrigt o
Lord.”

May we then be, all our days, faithful and true é&ndng soldiers of the Captain of the Lord’'s
hosts; and to the Father, Son, and Holy Spiritl db&lascribed all the praise and the power and the

glory eternally. Amen.
[October, November and December 1912.]
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