A Sermon.

By the lateMR. DONALD MACKAY , Student, Strathy.
Preached in St. Jude’s Free Preshbyterian ChurasgBiv,
on Sabbath, 13th March, 1898.
(Taken verbatim by a Hearer.)

“Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in Gbdlieve also in me” — John 14:1.

In this portion of the word of God we have the Lafdglory blessing His own poor
remnant in the world — His own disciples, who watehis time much cast down, and who
might well say that they “downward in deep mire gidk.” Thus their Lord and Master,
who had compassion upon them, was willing that tsleyuld be raised from the dust, and
was fulfilling the promise of His word: —

“He from the dust doth raise the poor
That very low doth lie,

And from the dunghill lifts the man
Oppress’d with poverty.”

In this portion of God’s word we have: —

|. — The troubles that the disciples had, and theses of their troubles.
Il. — The reasons why they should not be troubkead there were three
special reasons why they should not be troubled; wi

(1) what God had done for them;
(2) what God was doing for them; and
(3) what was in the heart of God to do yet for them

I. — “Let not your heart be troubled.” It was nair fanything in themselves; they had
every reason to be troubled for what was in thewesellt is said of the troubles that afflict
the just that they are many. The disciples weréiat time much bowed down, and that
because of the teaching of Christ, for He had saithe chapter which we have read that
one of them should betray Him, and that anotheukhdeny Him; and they had so little
confidence in their own hearts that each of thearde exceedingly lest it should be he.
They had no trust in their own hearts. It is wnttéHe that trusteth in his own heart is a
fool,” but these were wise men — men that weregbars of the wisdom which none of the
princes of this world knew, for had they knownhéy would not have crucified the Lord of
glory. So we see the cause of their trouble. Withare fears, and also without, and this
was a blessing to comfort them. But it is not ambe that they had fears as a company, but
they had personal fears as well, and we might at&krPwhat were his fears and what was
the cause of his trouble. What would he say to lewould say that one cause of his
trouble was manifold temptations. But what does llosd say? “Be not troubled, Peter,
because of this, for though you have manifold tetiphs they are only the trial of your
faith, which is much more precious than that ofdgitiat perisheth, and therefore you have
not so much reason to be troubled.” The power mifptation was one great cause of Peter’s
troubles — the power of an evil heart that was éynagainst God, for we hear him say,
“Depart from me, for | am a sinful man, O Lord!" $Hown unholiness was a cause of his
trouble, and it is a blessed trouble that arisesfa sense of unholiness. David cried to
Heaven, saying, “Create in me a clean heart, O @od,renew a right spirit within me,” so
that unholiness of heart was David’s trouble alkod why should he not be troubled?
Because of this, “I will give you a new heart.'was the promise of God. Not only that, but
at death his soul would be made holy as the randarh¢he Lord, and at the resurrection
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his body would be made like the glorious body ofri€ih These are reasons why,
notwithstanding what he was in himself, he showdbe troubled.

They have not only troubles within, but they hausoatroubles without; but the
troubles without are light compared to the troubléthin. It seems that it is of the troubles
without that Paul speaks when he says, “For outnt lggfliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternagiteof glory.” But of the troubles
within, what does he say? “O wretched man that Iwho shall deliver me from the body
of this death?” So that the troubles within wereager by far and more difficult to bear
than the troubles without. Their troubles were mamd we might ask David what was his
trouble, for this portion of God’s word belonged waly to the disciples, but belongs to all
the Church of God from the beginning to the endirok. “All things are yours.” Well, we
were just singing of David’s troubles: —

“Of death the cords and sorrows did
About me compass round;

The pains of hell took hold on me,
| grief and trouble found.”

These are the causes of David’s trouble: the paiéell in his own soul, the cords of
death, and the prison. But he has more troublisfeti he cries: —
“Save me, O God, because the floods
Do so environ me,

That ev’'n unto my very soul
Come in the waters be.”

What are these waters, David? “Ah, these are ritteais were accustomed to run through
my soul in the days of my ignorance, and they neeksa way back again through my soul,
so that the waters are likely to drown me. Soméhese waters are the love of the world,
for where that is, the love of the Father is ndte Tove of Christ kept the waters back in the
day of regeneration, when God revealed Himself yoswul; but now God has withdrawn
from my soul, and these rivers of death have rewirmgain. “And these,” says David, “are
my troubles.” They are a blessed people who afectaid with such troubles. If you have
these troubles your fellowship is with the Churd¢hhe living God: your fellowship is with
David, and you shall as surely inherit the kingdam David inherited the kingdom. But
David says, “My troubles do not end there, for Wivard in deep mire do sink where
standing there is none” What is that mire, Davidh,“the mire that | sink down into is the
power and the love of sin.” But let not your heagttroubled, David, for “greater is he that
is in you than he that is in the world, and thotgreeping may for a night endure, at morn
doth joy arise.” Joy in the morning. What mornirigfe is compared to a vapour or night,
and joy comes in the morning when the soul enteiis the fellowship of God — into the
fellowship of the God who is love. The Apostle Jodays, “God is love,” and “He that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God.” But even the kthat has got the most of the love of God
on earth has only got a taste of the inheritanaedtvaits him. This is what awaits you when
you enter into the full fellowship of God — the Gatho is love, who is light, and in whom
there is no darkness at all; you who have dabtedof this love on earth, you shall spend
eternitybathingin it. It is as natural for the new-born soul tekafter the God who is love
as it is for the fish to seek the water — the fsshever at home unless in the water — and so
at death the soul of the believer enters into ttean of the love of Christ. “There remaineth
a rest to the people of God.” This was anothereafi¥avid’'s trouble: His want of rest, for
the powers of darkness would not give him restatayight, for he cries: —

“Woe’'s me that | in Meshach am
A sojourner so long;
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That | in tabernacles dwell
To Kedar that belong.

My soul with him that hateth peace
Hath long a dweller been,

| am for peace, but when | speak,
For battle they are keen.”

But be not troubled, David, for a rest remainetithtose who sojourn in Meshach, not for
one or a few of them, but for all of them who mpass through great tribulations before
they inherit the kingdom. Oh, then, “Bless’d areythn thy house that dwell; they ever give
thee praise” to endless ages of eternity.

But David says, “Not only do the waters come intp $oul, and | sink into the mire, but
worse than that, the waters go over my head.” Vilbas he mean by that? The power of the
spirit of the world is the water that comes inte boul, and when it does not return again it
goes over his head, so that he is in his own egpee drowning, and therefore he cries: —

“For ever will the Lord cast off,
And gracious be no more?

For ever is his mercy gone?
Fails his word evermore?

What does the Holy Spirit say to those who havieviedhip with David? This is the voice of
God: “Fear not, little flock, for it is the Fathergood pleasure to give you the kingdom.”
“For sure the Lord will not cast off
Those that his people be,

Neither his own inheritance
Quit and forsake will he.”

“For the mountains shall depart, and the hills émaved; but my kindness shall not depart
from thee: neither shall the covenant of my peaceemoved, saith the Lord that hath mercy
on thee.” “Yea, | have loved thee with an evertagtiove; therefore with loving kindness
have | drawn thee.”

Il. The second thing which we desired to speak wpas the reasons why they should not
be troubled. The first reason was what God had don¢éhem; the second, what God was
doing for them, and the third was what God purpdeetb yet for them.

It is written, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heasdther have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared for them thee lloim;” or, it might be said, “for them
that truly desire to love him.” Paul says, “Thi®wn is not reserved for me only, but for all
them also that love his appearing.” They are a lgetbyat are troubled on every side, but they
are a people that wait upon Him more than theywmat the morning light to see. They are a
people that thirst after Him; they are a peoplet @ tried and worried in their own
experience. But what does the Holy Spirit say toséhtired and worried ones? “Be not
troubled.” “For | will pour water upon him that tkirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.”
“Let him that is athirst come; and whosoever wdl him take the water of life freely”; that
is, from the “pure river of water of life, clear esystal, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb.” He will give them of His own lgwend to the soul that has once tasted of
it, one drop of the love of Christ is more valuathlan the whole created world, for it is only
by the love of Christ shed abroad that the sownabled to die unto sin and to live unto
righteousness.

Now, their troubles were very many. We were endagdwg to speak to you this morning
concerning the death and resurrection of Lazaresv,N.azarus had a two-fold resurrection,
and he had experience of being clothed with théhekof death in a two-fold sense, that is,
in soul and in body. All those who have got the itelstone, and in the stone a new name
written, which no man knoweth saving he that reetivt.” They all have fellowship with
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Lazarus in this, that it was through the voicehsd Son of God that they were raised again
from the dead; and those who have been once rhisdlte power of the voice of the Son of
God putting life into their souls, often in thexperience go back again to their graves. This
is their trouble, that they dwell so often in thawe in their own experience, that is, “among
the dead.” But what does the promise say to theBe?bt troubled.” “I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though heewdead, yet shall he live.” These are a
people who were in the midst of trouble, and yeythay, “Though | in the midst of trouble
walk, | life from Thee shall have.” The apostle sayYe have an unction from the Holy
One.” Now, no teaching has any effect but the tmcbf the unction. It is the unction that
cometh from the Holy One that makes the soul redahe shortness of time. However much
the creature may be taught by men, he never reatlse preciousness of Christ, he never
realises his own state, he never realises thersdgstof time nor the length of eternity, until
the Spirit of God teaches him.“They are all taugh&od.”

But Lazarus was a man who had troubles not onlyisrdeath, but he had troubles also
after he knew that there was a resurrection. Andtwiere these troubles? The death clothes
being about his hands and his feet, and his whadly bound with death-clothes. And what
are the death-clothes that bind the soul? The @d.®h! the old man may be called the
death-clothes. It is the power of the old man &esps the soul from walking in the ways of
God, and there is a strange thing in connectioh this, in that when Jesus desires Lazarus
to be free, He does not do it Himself. He commadspeople to “loose him and let him
go.” He may often use His people to loose your IBoR@r instance, supposing that there was
another soul twenty miles, or it might be a hundmates, from you, if it were given him of
God to come near your soul in prayer, it might e heans in the hands of God to loose the
cords of death, so that you would get a measur@oafs presence in the light of those that
living be. Blessed are they who have got the restion with Lazarus!

The next thing we had to speak of was what Goddwte for them. What was that?
Well, He elected them in Christ from all eternitye have not chosen me” (you would never
have made choice of Me: that was not your natareydu were enemies), “but | have chosen
you.” This was a reason why they should not beltienl; because God made choice of them
from all eternity to become members of the gloribody of Christ. And think you how that
soul is exalted and will be exalted throughout ¢nelless ages of eternity, that becomes a
member of Christ’s glorious body, or a stone intdraple of the living God. They are not to
be troubled, because God made choice of them istClasus before the world was. The love
of God to them was as a flame that could not bexcjued. It is true of a single drop of this
love that falls into the souls of His people thkitlae powers of darkness cannot destroy it,
and if that be true of one drop, how much more teue of the ocean itself, that is, the love
in the heart of God to them. The Apostle says, &tteis love, not that we loved him, but that
he first loved us.” “To him that loved us and waghes in his own blood.” Was not that a
sweet feast to John? The Apostle Paul also wastafgsod that Christ died for him: not
only that He suffered the cursed death of the foeélis elect, but that he himself was of the
number. Oh, are they not then a blessed peoplepplepto be envied above all people on the
face of the earth, those of whom it is true thalytlre crucified with Christ? The Apostle
Paul says, “I am crucified with Christ, neverthslédive; yet not I, but Christ that liveth in
me.” It was a sweet feast to the soul of the Agosthen the Holy Spirit took him into the
depths of the wisdom of God in such a way. The l@\v&od, then, was as a flame that could
not be quenched. All His sufferings in this worloutd not quench it, and not only did He
love them, but He also took their curse upon Hifngghn you realise such a thing as this?
He was made aursefor them. The curse of the law due to them was lgidn Him, and
because of the love He had in his heart for theentddk their curse upon Himself — the Just
for the unjust. The curse due to them was pourédhddis cup.
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It is not only true that He did these things foerth but He also worked a work in them.
They are said to be the workmanship of God. Thestipsays, “We are His workmanship,
created anew in Christ Jesus unto good works, anlde same time it is true that they are to
work out their own salvation with fear and tremplitcod does not deal with them as a man
works with a stone, but He deals with them as wetisonable creatures.

“God doth build up Jerusalem,
And He it is alone

That the dispersed of Israel
Doth gather into one.”

He shall gather them at last to be an holy templéné Lord. They shall come from the
north, south, east, and west, a multitude that ma wan number, and oh! how fearful for
your soul and my soul, if in that day we shall bparated from Christ and from His chosen
people! For, as it is true that no man can undedstehat happiness and what peace awaits
those that are brought nigh to God in a day of meso it is also true that no man can
understand the troubles and the miseries whichtalwase whom death and the judgment
will find separate from Christ.

But these people are said to be the workmanshi{poaf. They are said to be built upon
the Rock Christ. This is the Rock against whichdghtes of hell cannot prevail. The question
might be asked, “What is the first stone that id la this building?” Well, the first stone laid
is faith. “Without faith we cannot please God.” Noilva stone be laid on a rock without
being fixed to its foundation, there is a danget tvhen the floods come it will be carried
away. How, then, is this stone, which is faith,tedito the rock? Well, it is by the love of
Christ, for it is written, “Faith worketh by loveNow, this is only one stone in the building,
but there are many stones, for he says, “Add ta yaith virtue.” Now, the nature of this
virtue of which the apostle speaks seems to beinesd in the cause of God; power given
to the heart by the Spirit of God to become a feo of God. It is not an earthly virtue, but
a heavenly virtue. “Add to your faith virtue, ara virtue knowledge.” Now this is a stone
which all the houses that God builds have. Wh#tésnature of this knowledge of which the
apostle speaks? It is a knowledge of the persorthef Son of God. Whatever other
knowledge the soul may have, unless he has thelkdge of Christ Jesus, it will avail him
nothing at death. “This is life eternal, to knoweEh the only true God, and Jesus Christ
Whom Thou hast sent.” The nature of this knowledgdat it enlightens the mind. The soul
never saw anything of the preciousness of the mesmifethe body of Christ, except in the
light of this knowledge. It was in this knowleddeey were taught the vanity of all things,
and in this knowledge they were taught the shostreddime and the length of eternity. It
was in a measure under the power of this spiritttay realised their life was but a vapour,
enduring a little while, and it was in this knomtgdthey saw the glory of God in the works
of creation; it was by faith they understood theld® were created and kept up by the word
of God. It was in this knowledge, also, that thewglised all flesh was as grass and all the
glory of man as the flower of grass.

But they had reason also to rejoice because of whatin His heart to do yet for them,
for He says, “In my Father’'s house are many massidgnt were not so | would have told
you.” It may be said, though it is a solemn thingty, that He could not be at rest until the
time comes when they shall enter into the gloricst and the glorious peace that remains
for the people of God, for He says, “Father, | whilat those whom thou hast given me may
be with me, that they may behold my glory.”

It is true of every soul that waits upon Him or ttreeeks His presence, that he is
continually around them as the mountains are ardendsalem. They are more precious in
His sight than the whole creation. They are prexias the apple of His eye, because they
are the fruit of His own death.
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[May 1909]

A Sermon.

Preached by the laREvV. CHRISTOPHERMUNRO,
Strathy, 26th December, 1873.

“David therefore departed thence, and escaped th#tocave of Adullam and when his
brethren and all his father’s house heard it, tiveyt down thither to him. And every one
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that was in distress, and every one that was in, detdl every one that was discontented,
gathered themselves unto him; and he became aicaptar them” — 1 Samuel 22:1,2.

As David was a type of Christ, many events in hgdny may be taken as typical in
their character, and this event may be taken asobribese. First, let us consider David
himself as representing Christ. This typical posithe filled inasmuch as the Lord made
choice of him to reign over His people Israel, dodfilling this honourable position and
high rank He commanded Samuel to anoint him antlisetapart for the office of king, and
at the same time declared that he was a man angotaliHis own heart, who would do all
His will.

Thus, we read, was Christ chosen to be the KinglisfChurch — of God’s redeemed
people; chosen because He was found fit for thieegfone in every respect according to
God'’s heart, and who should do all His will; ndtdiAdam, who transgressed His covenant,
and by this utterly failed to do God’s will. Dawvilid not at this time come to the throne, and
was only king-elect, which drew upon him the wrathSaul, whom the Lord rejected as
king. He had to flee for his life, and take up ai®de in the wilderness, and take shelter in
the cave of Adullam, one of the munitions of roelsich were in those deserted regions.
This condition in which David was may typify Chissthumiliation, or the wilderness
condition of the Church. Though He is the anointeé, the King of the Church, and King
over all, yet He has not as yet taken unto Himg#esat power to subdue all under Him, and
therefore, according to the words of Scripture,deenot see all things put under Him. They
are, of coursgje jure(of right) put under Him, but nate facto(actually). The Church, then,
from the beginning of the Gospel dispensation ritiw, is in the wilderness, and the
witnesses prophesy in sackcloth; and the poweltsdppose His kingdom and His cause
bear sway, and Satan is permitted to rule in thilreim of disobedience. And as Christ
identifies Himself with the Church, He, as her Kingay be said to be in circumstances
somewhat analogous to those in which David was hetbe wilderness. | do not mean
actually and really, but mystically. Actually He éxalted far above all principalities and
powers and dominions, but mystically He dwellshe Church, and from what He said to
Saul of Tarsus, we learn that in the latter sensédintifies Himself with His people. | refer
to what He said: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thh&” Those who are said here to have
gathered themselves unto him may be taken to represich as are made a people unto
Christ. They were his brethren and his father'sdeod his near kindred and relations, who
knew him and were aware of his being appointedett&ibg over Israel. | do not think that it
is anything fanciful to suppose that these mayaken for the people Christ called from
among the Jews (of whom He was, according to t#&hjl— the apostles, and evangelists,
and the primitive Church; and that the other clagsentioned may represent those called
from among the heathen. Should this be so, we @réorsuppose that by nature there is any
distinction between Jews and Gentiles, as all tsweed and come short of God’s glory.
Evidently, however, the Jews are still treated @isshof the Abrahamic covenant in some of
its aspects, and are not to be cast off. Thus #neybeloved for the fathers’ sake, and are
kept a distinct race, for which great things aiéistreserve, for they are to be restored, and
their restoration will be to the Church as liferfrédhe dead.

In the circumstances of the other classes of pserfiuat came down to David, there is
something typical of the condition in which all dvg nature, and of the state of mind in
which men betake themselves to Christ. There wech ss were in distress, in debt, and
discontented or grieved in spirit. Man’s sins apepared to a debt, and the claims of the
law are compared to the creditor's demand for payme

Man owes obedience to the law; it is right and proghat he should obey God, love
Him, and do with alacrity and delight all that Godmmands him to do. This is right in
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itself, and also a duty, because nothing is imp@s@ept what is reasonable man should do.
It is as reasonable as that a man should pay &dtors, as reasonable as that a child should
obey his parents, or that a wife should obey antbhoher husband. The creditor does not
act unjustly when he sues the debtor; neither dueparent when he chastises his child for
disobedience or disrespectful conduct towards hinthese things be right and proper in
human relations, surely they are right in our rels towards Him who created us and who
supports us. They are so, and therefore men apenstble to God. To deny His right is to
rebel against Him; to withhold from Him the hon@nd obedience are crimes against Him.
Man may say that he cannot pay the debt becaubasaothing; but the question is, “Does
he owe the debt?” No one denies this, for all avkadge they are sinners, and that is as
much as to say that they are debtors. And wherdéie is acknowledged, must it not be
acknowledged that it is right to discharge it? Ainglot discharged, it must be acknowledged
that the creditor may enforce the law — may exatsfction. If so, must not God enforce
it? Must He not obtain satisfaction? “The wagesiafis death.” This is written; this is the
law of the righteous Jehovah. All who profess ttidve that Christ came to save sinners,
confess the justice of this punishment. For He ;deedl if it be not just to punish sin with
death, it was not just that Christ should die. &thHimself acknowledged this by taking the
cup given Him by the Father.

When one that is convinced of sin sees that heabted wickedly against a righteous
God, dishonoured His holy name, and withheld frorm khe obedience and homage due
unto Him, and is convinced of the righteousnesthefpunishment declared to be due to sin,
then he finds himself in a position analogous tat thf a debtor pressed for payment, but
who has not a mite to meet the claims of the coeddustice he sees to be in pursuit of him;
the law is set before him, and he sees that herfielded it, and that he cannot fulfil it. He
is afraid of the creditor, of the judge, of thespm, and of death. This puts him in distress.
He is self-condemned; his conscience accuses hiintakes no excuse. It cannot be
appeased; that is, it thunders in his ears thdtimgpthe does or can do will satisfy justice,
and that in all things he sins and comes shortad’§glory. He hears the law, and its only
voice to him is: — “Cursed is every one that camithh not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to do them.” He believes thidé the Word of God, to be His purpose
with regard to the transgressor. And how can he bes curse? How can he endure the
death threatened? How can he live for ever undat’sGanger and wrath? How can he
endure the outpouring of the vessels thereof? Howhe endure the drinking of the wine of
the fierceness of His wrath? The apprehension o thistresses him. Satan, by his
temptations, may also assail, and the intenticthisfgreat enemy is to drive unto despair, to
lull asleep, or to deceive. Sin itself revives, anay cause more distress, because the sinner
is ready to believe that he is indeed forsakenabahdoned to all evil. It is natural for man
when he finds himself in any distress to seek éetimce, and consider how he may escape
from what distresses him, or whither he shall betaknself from impending danger.

The Israelites, who went down, were also discoetingrieved, or bitter in spirit; they
were in debt and distressed, and, discontenteldegswere, they were not pleased with Saul
nor with his reign. They paid tribute unto him; yhgave their sons to be soldiers, and all
else demanded of them, but as a nation they werdamefited; they were not delivered
from their enemies; they had not the divine couatee and blessing. They perceived Saul
was tyrannical, overbearing, and self-willed, aadefd to do what was commanded him.
They knew David was anointed, that he was to bg,kand that Saul’s treatment of him was
unjust and cruel, yet they believed the Lord wathwim, and would defend him and make
him king over Israel. They therefore left their hesrand their inheritances, and braved the
power of Saul. Thus the taught sinner understandsruwhat dominion he is by nature, that
he is under the reign of sin and of Satan, thas laeslave and must continue so, if he be not
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delivered, if he change not his state, his king amér. He becomes discontented and
grieved in spirit; he feels unhappy, restless, mngkrable. He hates sin and its dominion; he
looks upon Satan as his great enemy, in whoseceehg has gained nothing but what he
now sees to be full of sin and misery, and expokingto eternal misery. He sees the evil of
sin, and sees how degrading, how abominable isdtsitude, and feels it to be most
wretched.

The Gospel brings to his ear tidings of Christ, 8o® of God, who came to save sinners,
to destroy the works of the devil, to bruise hisdheoverthrow his dominion and kingdom,
and set up a kingdom where liberty and freedom fomis to be obtained, and where
righteousness, holiness, and love are to reigrbdlieve these truths puts the sinner in the
same relation to Christ as the distressed and wliented Israelites were towards David
when they resolved on leaving their homes, andrgithemselves to the son of Jesse. Some
such might thus reflect and resolve: “I am brougld debt under this man’s reign. | have
lost all I had. The creditor pursues me, and | haeihing to pay. | see the oppression, the
cruelty, the unrighteousness of this man’s govemtmand that by remaining here nothing
but ruin awaits myself and family. Of what availiigo have a house and inheritance when
there is no peace, no comfort, no hope of improvefhé have heard of the son of Jesse
having been anointed by Samuel. | hear he is a ehdpod; that he is kind, liberal, just,
wise, and a first-rate leader of men. | shall theree arise and forsake all here, and join
myself to him, and will follow him to death.” Andbshe Israelite arose, and went down to
him and offered his services. He might questionfeet doubtful, as to his being admitted
into the company, yet, like the lepers at the gdt8amaria, he ventures, thinking anything
better than to remain as he was. Thus the sinner wheffectually called reflects and
resolves, under the saving teaching of the Holy S6hti am in my present condition
undone. | have destroyed myself and all God bedtawmeme in the service of sin and Satan,
who is my great enemy. | hear of the Son’s comingsét up His kingdom; He sends
ambassadors to invite men and call upon them teelehe kingdom of His enemy. If |
remain here, death must be my lot. | will arise tordake my father’s house and my people,
and go and cast myself on the mercy of this gredtghorious King, of whose clemency and
goodness | hear so much.” Thus sinners are madiegvib forsake sin and its ways and
thoughts, and return unto the Lord. And all who eolde receives, and casts none out, but
blesses them, makes them His people, His frienasd goldiers to fight His battles. For as
David became the captain of those that went down @im to the cave of Adullam, so
Christ is the Captain of His people, their Leaderd all who come unto Him must follow
Him, and He leads them and brings them unto glangl will make them kings and priests
unto God and to His Son. In following Him they haweefight against sin, Satan, and the
world. They are armed not with carnal weapons piurttaal ones. Sometimes the battlefield
is within, where the world cannot see the conflidie flesh is to be mortified, and many a
battle it at times gives — many wounds are givenboth sides. There is healing for the
wounds of the soul, but none for those inflictedtly sword of the Spirit and by the Cross
of Christ on the body of sin. Satan at times appearthe field both as a cunning serpent to
deceive, and as a roaring lion to devour. Theirt@aps never far off, and becomes their
shield and their strong tower, to which they arerde resort. Through Him they sustain the
battle; through Him they are kept and defendechenday of sore battle and great danger.
Through His blood they conquer. This defends thesmfthe curse; this gives power to
crucify sin; this defeats Satan in tempting to @@spr in alluring by sin. Now, it may be
asked, “Does the blood enable them to resist aedcome the enemy?” The love of Christ,
as seen in His death, has a power that destroy®atdin’s dominion in the soul. He cannot
show anything like this love to draw the soul tenhin it also there is a triumphant answer
to all the reasonings by which he would force tberpbeliever into the pit of despair. Thus
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Christ’s followers pass through great tribulatioaad out of these He will bring them all,
with their robes white as light, and bring thenthe city of God, the new Jerusalem, whose
walls are precious stones, clear as crystal, wiyases are pearls, whose streets are fine
gold, where they shall join myriads of holy ond$radeemed and saved, and whose walks
are through this city, as if it were a sea of glasach having a harp on which he most
skilfully and most sweetly sings the song of Moaesl the Lamb — songs of triumph over
their enemy, who is cast into the depth of the Bed of wrath, and whom they shall see no
more; songs of deliverance from all dangers, from evils that surrounded them; from all
their iniquities, from death and the grave; sonfggratitude for His love, for His goodness,
mercy, and truth, that shall endure for ever, ardHis making them priests and kings unto
God.

Contemplate them in the various views in which they represented, first poor, blind,
naked, clothed in filthy garments, drowned in dekdyes of sin and of Satan, and under the
curse of the law. Look at them brought unto thaght mind, and anxiously looking about
them for help and pity, but none to know them. 8ean divinely guided unto the hill of
Zion, where dwells Zion’s King. See them graciousdgeived, all their sins pardoned, the
filthy garments taken off, their bodies washed aladhed in the garments of righteousness
and in the robes of salvation, and their headsrd@diwith ointment. See them setting out to
follow their King. See them going through fire amater, but still preserved and brought
through; see them at times in the dark and sadlpwe, or in prison and filled with the
fear of death, at other times fighting and wound&ek them at last on the happy shore in the
land of promise, crowned with crowns, palms inith@inds and harps, reigning with Christ
in glory. Is there not here a change? The pooedaisom the dunghill and out of the ashes,
and set on high with the princes of His people, ldechot ashamed to call them brethren.

You who are yet far off, who have not come to Ghris the King of Zion, consider
what is your condition. You are in debt, and the la pursuit of you, and if you flee not
unto Him, there is no deliverance for you from tireditor, who at last will cast you into
prison. Are you distressed and grieved in spirélidving this and feeling your bondage
under a hard taskmaster, under sin, the world,Zatdn? There is One who receives such
and saves, protects, and raises them up. If yobtddis willingness to receive you, come
and put Him to the test. He calls you; He has gdam; He would have subjects; He would
have soldiers of the cross; He carries on a wadgegnst sin and Satan, against all the sins
and vices that prevail among men everywhere; Herdiaed up a standard against them,
against the kingdom of darkness. They are legismsh as ignorance, carelessness, unbelief,
covetousness, uncleanness, and drunkenness. Ab tre crying evils in our day, in our
land. Christ is opposed to them, and calls on neejoin His standard, to join His ranks.
Who then is on the side of David, the son of Je¥8B8 is on his side? Let them pass over
to Him and fight His battles. Would you not be ¢ tside that is yet to have the victory?
The house of David is certain of waxing strong.the eye of sense, His cause nagpear
to lose at times, buactually it does not so lose. The house of Saul must waakereand
weaker.

You who have enlisted then, follow Him, keep neanHdo not be moved by the boasts
of the enemy, suffer not yourselves to be dishaadeby the apparent increase of the
enemy’s power, by the seeming success of his céursee shall not prevail finally over any
believer. This King is almighty; He is the Lord lebsts and strong in battle, and, therefore,
He yet shall be seen returning from Edom with dgatments from Bozrah, travelling in the
greatness of His strength, not faint nor wearyradtvercoming all His enemies, and making

them His footstool.
[June 1909]
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Notes of a Sermon.

By the lateRev. JOHN DUNCAN, LL.D.,
Professor of Hebrew in the New College, Edinburgh.
Preached 12th April, 1835.

[Dr. Duncan was born in 1796. This sermon was fred@ year before he was ordained to Milton
Church, Glasgow. His ordination took place on 28rilA 1836. Began his work as Professor in
November, 1843. Died 26th February, 1870. The prtediscourse was previously published by Miss
Parker, Aberdeen, in 1897. — Ed.]

“Be still, and know that | am God” — Psalm 46:10.

The Apostle, writing to the Hebrews, says, “Ye haeed that one teach you again what
be the first principles of the oracles of God”; aaths, that it should be so, the same thing is
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true concerning us. We have not yet learned thaseiples as we ought. We have indeed to
go on to perfection, but this in the way of rettorour first lessons in order that we may learn
them better. No truth, you will say, can be mom@rpthan that contained in our text, and it is
most true. No truth is more important to us to tgsin, in order to our reaching the stature of
perfect men, in Christ Jesus, than this very triltht Jehovah is God.

The call here addressed to the Church of God dsnsigswo parts — one of exercise, a
being still; and a knowing that Jehovah is Godemdp still so as to know this.

And, first, the particular circumstances of thelfsteach us that the stillness which is
meant is a stillness amidst troublous times; adstill when there is everything to agitate us;
everything to toss us about; everything to makékesthe waves of the sea, driven about by
the tempest and tossed. Such is the situationimjshwhen the mountains are carried to the
midst of the seas, when the waters of the seaa@rare troubled, when the heathens rage,
and the nations are moved, and when Jehovah isngttelis voice. Such times naturally
produce not stillness but excitement, such as #athien nations are excited when they roar
and are troubled; the waves of the sea being usesciipture as a figure to express the
commotions of the people, and the mountains toesgpforms of government. In such times
the Church of God is called to a very peculiar etsey, that of being still. You will say, how
is it possible to be still in such circumstance$iew those parts of nature which are of a
movable quality like the waters of the sea areasgit, and those parts which are of a fixed
quality like the mountains, shake? To this we héitke more to answer, through our
ignorance, than this: that must be possible whielodyah commands, “Be still.” There is
nothing to be gained either by the agitation of Werring waves, or the shaking of the
mountains. Let the potsherds of the earth striié wie potsherds of the earth. The pride of
the one clashes against the pride of the otherngwbordination of the one clashes with the
tyranny of the other; the selfishness of the orté e selfishness of the other. The universal
frame of things is disorganised. Sin has vitiateel ¢ourse of nature; the course of rational
and moral nature as well as of physical nature. Andhis state of things it becometh
immortal souls to listen to the voice which comesf the Lord Jehovah, “Be still.”

But absolute quietness is not what is meant. Tlegewot a real good. To be simply still
would be to be as stocks and stones, or worse istillould be to be man and not have the
feelings of man. It would be to degrade beyonddbgradation in which the mass of the
unregenerate are sunk. But the stillness to whioth &&lleth is a stillness with a purpose; it is
a stillness for an end. “Be still and know,” or b#ll that you may know (which is the
meaning of the conjunction “and”) “that | am God.”

The universal frame of things is neither in quisge@or in agitation finally for its own
sake. The universe of created things is not atl éRkests. Beyond this mighty sphere, beyond
the solar system, and beyond the whole planetastesys extending through the void of
space; beyond astronomers’ conceptions as welb@&silations; beyond these immaterial
existences of minds — themselves created — rentlaegthrone of the eternal God. And the
whole mighty congeries of created worlds, of créagstems, as well as all the affairs of this
planet with its one sun, are moving on under th&rob of that intelligent Mind which gives
being to all, and which upholds all, and which diseall, to an end worthy of these mighty
effects which are produced; | mean, to the putforgh of a manifestation of His eternal
excellency, showing that He is God. “The heavenslade the glory of God; and the
firmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto day etterspeech, and night unto night
showeth knowledge.” And if comeliness and ordediffeised through the works of God, it is
then that we may trace the operations of Him wha&ettapeace in His high places; and if
agitation and confusion and turmoil prevail in grayt of His dominions, it is for the purpose
of directing our minds to that glorious high thrdinem the beginning which is the place of
His people’s sanctuary, into which nought of turmman penetrate, and against which,
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though the waves of created agitation toss therasethey cannot prevail, but like the sea’s
waves breaking against the foot of some projectieg, just dash themselves in vain.

But passing from the universal system of thingshte world of ours, in which God, in
that He has sent His Son into it and in that Hevadisntarily come and taken the dust thereof
to be His own body, has shown that He has a peculiarest, and out of which He has
chosen His ransomed Church to be a kind of firgtdrof His creatures, we are called upon
amidst all there is to agitate or distress on thktrhand or on the left, to “be still and know
that | am God.” But why be still to know this? Matynot be learned even amidst the
agitation? It may be and it may not. It may be knpWlessed be God, amidst the agitation
sufficiently to stop the agitation. Amidst the nagiof the heathen and the moving of the
nations, to those who are carrying on the agitadigainst God and His Christ, in the midst
of all their fury and all their zeal (and they haaezeal of God though not according to
knowledge), the command may come home with sufficigower, saying, “Be still and
know that | am God.” In stillness and tranquilityust all be learned, save the very lesson
which calls to be still, which may be communicatedhe midst of the broil. It is alone in
secrecy and privacy between God and the indivichaail, that this great lesson can be
learned — that Jehovah is God. Though all this dverlthough all that God hath made —
speaks of Him, yet are they and we so constitutatiamidst the turmoil we lose the lessons
which they teach of God; and it is only in the m&tent which Jesus points out to us when
He commands us to go and repair to our closetsshatlithe doors after us, and call upon
the Father in heaven, who seeth in secret, knowiagHe will reward us openly, that God
is to be found. The lessons, though many, passgarded till the first lesson be learned
which shuts into the closet. But the closet inlitsenot absolute stillness. Into its quietness
the bustle of the world may be brought. We mayrbthe midst of all evil there, as well as
in the midst of the congregation and the assemig.must not only be in alone, but we
must be alone with God in order to learn that H&a&l. We must be separated, not from the
corporeal only, but from the mental world. We mhstbrought as individual souls to feel
we are with the God who, whilst He pervades unalemature, is undoubtedly present as
Creator, Preserver, Lawgiver, Judge, and Inspedttire soul. And other thoughts impeding
this must be banished, in order that this thoughy pervade the whole soul, that every
thought may be subordinate unto and consistentiwith

“Be still, be still.” Perhaps thou art in great ulides and in deep waters. Raging and
commotion will not mend the matter. Thou mayest &gainst the framework of society,
civil and ecclesiastical. Thou mayest think thatadteration of external things would mend
the case, but it will not. Thou mayest think thekihg pains will mend the matter, but it will
not. Nothing but internal goodness. By all thy gé@king thou canst not reach the evil; it is
within. And while all within is evil, nothing exteal can rectify it. We are then called to the
stillness, in the first place, which self-despaidavhich creature-despair inspire. There is an
activity which will be exerted as long as a sinrfegling consciousness of sin and misery,
thinketh that there is ought within or without hioymend it; but when it is made a certainty
that there is nought either within or without him mend the matter, such a discovery is
fitted and likely to inspire stillness. He feelssgair, not absolute but universal, of all around
him or within him. He is “still.” He is shut up fro all false hopes, except that which the
knowledge of Jehovah being God can inspire. Itfismuse then to rage and fret yourself;
you can help yourself not one iota. The world maytany way youplease. If you were to
get the scheme of things you desire you would bbaakstill. You would be as poor and
miserable and blind and naked as before. TherefBeestill.” Know for certain that we are
ruined, absolutely ruined, creatures; that sin Iwasight, not simple disorganisation, but
perdition into our universe, perdition into our Byuperdition into all our services. No
alteration of things can mend this. Be still andWnthat true good is not in the universe.
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You may say, “Not in the universe as things in threverse are now.” It is not in the
universe of created things. Might things be as pl@ased, no constitution of created nature
could give true felicity to an immortal soul. Wh#tien, are you called to do in this stillness?
To know that Jehovah is God; to know that the ecainiverse is not all that exists — that
there is something else than all that ever was mi&ada all that rolls through the ages; to
know that there is a self-existing King, eternaimortal, invisible, the onlwise God, who
alone hath immortality, dwelling in that light whids unsearchable and full of glory — a
God who existed when there was no sun, no moonstas, no earth nor ocean, no
mountains, nor fountains abounding with water; tihare is an eternal God who is above
them all — an eternal God who would continue tovieere all things swept away into their
original nothingness; a God having self-existe@ing infinite perfection; Jehovah, | am
that | am; and | am, because | am the God thatliHatim Himself.

Man fell first from his state of innocency from hist being still. Had Eve been still and
known this, would she have listened to her tempkéa@ Adam been still and known this,
would he have listened to any solicitation? Hadtdmpter been still and known this, would
one thought of apostacy have entered his mind?dBas not this truth assume a peculiar
aspect with regard to us fallen men? This truthjcivhs the fundamental truth of all
religion, which meets alike the religion of angetsd that of fallen men on earth, and that of
saints in heaven (though we fundamentally assupwatecular aspect unto us fallen men for
the knowledge that Jehovah is God), implies imé knowledge that He hath in Himself all
that perfection which renders the salvation of lo&n possible and, as we have heard this
day, honourable unto Him. “Be still, and know thaam God.” This voice, coming forth
from the throne of the Eternal, and ever heard, attakbeace in the high places. The holy
angels are still, and know that God is God; Goa abluphold them, and therefore a God in
whom they have security that they shall never balsleAnd as this knowledge is what
makes Michael and Gabriel know that they shall ndee devils — for there is nothing in
themselves to hinder, but because Jehovah is Gaodbecause they know sufficiently His
power and gracious purpose to have confidence mm tHat He will preserve them — so the
hope in men of renewed rectitude, tranquility, gmd when they have been lost, is just the
farther development of the same knowledge, the kedyge that Jehovah is God.

Let us view this in several instances. What artithgitated with? Be it what it may, “Be
still, and know that | am God.” And when thou hiaebwn this, thou hast known all thou
needest to know. Art thou agitated with this — fit avithout God?” Some who reach glory
are agitated with it. “I know not for certain ifdte be a God. Oh, that there were a God! Oh,
that there were such a God as the Bible speaksBaf!still, and know that Jehovah is God.
Art thou plagued and tormented with Atheism? Eveough thou art so befooled as to say,
“There is no God,” yet dost thou wish there werderé is the whole Bible heaping proof
upon proof and demonstration upon demonstrationtkiegie is, and to assure thee that every
excellence which created nature can conceive, apdyexcellence which created nature
cannot conceive, reside in Him who is over all, Giessed for ever. Wilt not thou, to
whom Atheism of heart is a complaint, be comfoti@dknow that there is a God? Art thou
going to weep and break thy soul in secret plasei$ there were none? Stop, stop before
thou yield to this view of nature’s wide range! Wiehy conscience and moral law feeble
fragments within. View the Holy Scriptures. View Mt Sinai’'s perfect moral law. View
the Son of God magnifying and making it honouraMew the whole system of God’s
revelation of Himself in creation, in providencadan grace. See him giving the Son of His
love, and if thou canst with undazzled eyes belibig, see Him clothing the grass, and
behold that it is true that there is a King eterimamortal, and invisible, the only wise God.
But if thy complaint is — “I know that there is a0 but things go so contrary to apparent
moral right that | cannot comprehend how this stidag consistent with the government of
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an eternal God; and as for me, like Asaph, my stepsnearly gone, and | am grieved
because of the prosperity of the ungodly, for taey not plagued as other men, nor tried as
others are. Believing that there is a God and seeta serve Him, | daily and all day am
harassed, while | see those who care not for Hijpiadieg, God bringing to their hand
abundantly; and | say, Can there be knowledge enHIighest?” “Be still, and know that
Jehovah is God.” His moral government has a vasterthan our puny minds can fathom. It
takes in a wide system, all particulars of which aver present to an omniscient intellect, to
be finally adjusted in a day which God hath appaintwhereof He hath given assurance
unto all men in that He raised His Son from thedd&@den shall it be seen out and out that
Christ loveth righteousness and hateth iniquitgt the moral administration of the world is
according to His law; that holy cause is even pr@a@nd encouraged; and that the whole
might of Godhead is opposed to iniquity.

But oh, sayest thou, “Instead of consoling me nimstead of quieting and making me
still, that is the very thing that agitates me, fam a sinner, and | know that He is a God of
judgment, and that by Him actions are weighed.” Blat mark what the terror would be
did’st thou not. Thou mayest have little thoughtlag, but if thou wouldst let go this truth,
what terror would be in the background! It is afidyterror, even that fearful looking for of
judgment which puts away the blacker case of AtheiBut that is not all. “Be still, and
know that | am God” — God that justifieth the unyodnd what hast thou here? It is worlds
of wonder and astonishment, but it must be true,od has said it. As for myself, God
knows | never could have said it, did it not standten in the Book. This cold, unbelieving
heart of mine has pored over it day and night, @athot get itself rightly to believe it yet,
but that is my fault. Here it is; Romans 4.5, “Timithat worketh not, but believeth on him,”
—that is, on God — “that justifieth the ungodlys Faith is counted for righteousness.” Could
| have imagined it — had all the angels in heaveash @l the men on earth said it — | could
not have believed it; but here it is, clearly vaittin God’s Book, “God that justifieth the
ungodly.” Blessed be God for it. So incredibletishiat if all the ministers on earth should
preach it to you, you would not believe it on thewrd; and yet, incredible as it is, here it
stands: “God that justifieth the ungodly.” Now, $tél and know that, and never say, “Now |
shall be in a fury and rage, for | am ungodly.” ®ht you will say, “I am not only ungodly,
but so ungodly.” Why, if God justify the ungodly ali, it is easy to believe that He can
justify the most ungodly. The difference betweeniramocent and an ungodly being is so
great that the difference between ungodly beingeoithing in comparison. And if God
justify the ungodly at all, there is nothing to ¢&r but He may justify the most ungodly. If
God will pass over that immense gulf which separat@ocence from guilt to come over
one sin, why may He not come over one million? Yaui will say, “I have never been a day
but | have been sinning; never said a word butas winful, never done an act but it was
displeasing to God. This | have been doing all mysg and since | knew this holy law of
God it is my distress that | can find no peace.&“&ill, and know that | am God” — “God
that justifieth the ungodly.

But | must add farther, that were it not for sonmaghelse which that Book declares, |
could scarcely believe the Book which says thaeré&hl find written not only that “God
justifieth the ungodly,” but that “God so loved tiverld, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perisht have everlasting life.” | could
scarcely believe there was forgiveness with Himt tHa might be feared (for sin is an
infinite evil), did | not believe that with Him thhe is plenteous redemption. But be still and
know that Jehovah is God — a just God, a Saviast; While He justifieth the ungodly, else
you might think it was a lie and a fancy that Hehdso, and a thing the ministers have got
hold of to cheat you with. But don’t look only ato@s forgiving sin, but also at His
punishing sin. That is credible. Now, if this isdible, that God should bruise His innocent
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Son, standing in the law-room of the guilty, thersicredible that God should justify. If He
condemned and made His own blessed Son a curstne- ldw, which we have violated by
the commission of infinite evil and sin against Ghdth been made glorious by the Son of
God obeying it and enduring its infinite curse -ertht is credible. And then, although a
sinner, yet, by the grace of His Holy Spirit, | Mikten with faith to the word which says,
“Be still, and know that | am God” — God that jdigtih the ungodly; God that giveth
redemption through the blood of Christ, even thgifeeness of sins, according to the riches
of His grace.

Oh! but, some will say, “There are so many hindemnd¢here is such an agitation in the
world, and such mischief within me. Everybody tesnpte; the devil tempts me; all the
devils in hell tempt me; and | tempt myself worstatl. God pity me, but how can | be
still?” That may be all true, but what follows frotimat? Just that if more be not for us than
all that are against us, we are gone. That folloav&l nothing more. The whole world is
against us, and all hell is against us. If theeerast more for us, we are gone and perish for
ever. Shall we then be agitated and fretful fortlaié? Surely not. What is the voice that
comes down from heaven? “Be still and know thaml @od” — God that quickeneth the
dead. And read as the consequence of this, “Gattlesto make all grace abound towards
you,” and be still. We heard of the Holy Ghost; mae heard the promise of the everlasting
Gospel, “I will pour out my Spirit upon you, and keaknown my words unto you.” “Be
still, and know that | am God,” that the Holy GhastGod. If the Holy Ghost sanctify, He is
stronger than all the devils in hell, and thanrathe world.

But you say, “Woe’s me, | take evil out of everyityi | know God, the Holy Ghost, is
stronger than all the devils and sinners togethetr] do mischief to myself.” Well, you are
called to be “still” in the knowledge of all thiKknow this for certain that if the devil and all
the men in the world and yourself, too, can keep fyom being holy, then you will never be
holy. But the promise, “I will pour out my Spirijpon you,” is not a promise to be stopped
by all that the devil in hell, or the wickednessyolur own heart, or of all creatures, can do
to prevent its fulfilment. To this discouragemehgn, oppose the power of the Spirit. If the
guilt of sin oppress you, oppose to it that JesnssCwho died is God; and if the power of
sin oppress, oppose to it that the Holy Ghost, sdactifies, is God. Be still, and know that
Jehovah is God. You will not dare to say, | amrsger than God; but, on the contrary, |
know that but for omnipotence | am lost. But | knakat Jehovah is omnipotent, and
therefore | will be still. Therefore when sin aneimptations assail me, in order to give
strength and encouragement to resist them, | masbg still, and know that He is God.

But some may be thinking within themselves, “Thasestrange times in which we live.
What, though it should be so with myself, thougshbuld be justified, sanctified, glorified,
what am | to do with the world and the Church? ®ondws | cannot put up with the thought
of going to heaven by myself. | wish God’s hamé#ohallowed on earth, His kingdom to
come, and His will to be done on earth as it ib@aven; and | cannot but wish peace were
in Israel, and for the house of the Lord my Godaih’t be happy alone.” Well, it does not
become us to say in regard to any individual pexmooountry what God will do; but here
we are called not to be agitated, as if God cookddo what is best. “Be still, and know that
| am God.” There is no good that we can wish, whith be altogether good and productive
of the highest good, does not fall under that sehefmgood which God has purposed and
resolved on and will effect; therefore, with regéodall things, let us be still, and know that
Jehovah is God. If the waves roar, let us say, tThanly a roaring wave, and Jehovah,
who is on high, is mightier than the noise of mavaters.” If the mountains shake, and so
tumble into the sea, let us say that “it is onipauntain.” No doubt it would crush us, but it
is only a mountain; there is a stronger and a graaen the mountain; yea, and if the earth
shake and be removed, it is only the world goingitxes. The throne of the eternal God
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still stands. And then there are the capabilitiesebuilding if God sees good to rebuild; yea,
the capabilities, when the heavens and earth assléied, and the elements melt away with
fervent heat, to rebuild a new heavens and a neth ederein dwelleth righteousness.

In application, permit us to address those who dlaig at the Lord’s table have not got
all they desired. You have been presenting pestiainthe Lord’s footstool, and he has not
yet granted them; and you have not yet soughtvi® Ity faith so as to leave a petition at
God's throne, and to know that a petition lodgethim name of Christ through the blood we
have this day been hearing of, and the High Prestwere hearing of, is as good as
answered. Well, be still, and know that Jehovalsdasl. Be not like a fretful being whose
time is always ready, who cannot wait for a mom#iair time is wholly in His hands, and
His time is the best. You say you have not got ypatition, and you have need of
importunity, for you do not know how long you mayed — your time is always ready, and
you have not a moment to trust to. But God teathaisour time is wholly in His hands, and
though we dare not idle or delay, because we hateone moment to trust to, yet the
sovereign God can delay, and delay without injur\His people, because the times are Iin
His hands. Know that the eternal God need be ihuroy — duty must not be delayed, for
that passes upon us. But God’s grace need be ihumy. Though our lives be to us
uncertain, nothing is uncertain to God. Let usdfae, if we are trusting in Jesus, leaving all
our wants and all our cares upon Him, wait patieajon Him. To Him belongeth the times
and the seasons.

Let us now apply this truth, which is good as regawur duty, unto His procedure. But
be still, and know that He is God, and, knowing thet us wait upon Him in other appointed
ordinances of His grace to-night, to-morrow, and tiext day — knowing that He is the
eternal God, and knowing that the good, the petiee purity, the usefulness which His
people may have sought in their attempted premerdtr communicating, and on their
communicating, and afterwards with reference tir t@mmunicating — all these he can give
at any time. He does not confine the good of comaoatimg to the moment, but extendeth it
over the whole period of His people’s life.

But we must hasten. Ye raging heathen and movingdams, ye shaking mountains and
roaring waves, will ye not be still? Be ye alsdl,séind know that Jehovah is God. Ye haters
of God, what are ye to do? Consider the end bejore go any farther. Is it possible to
remove the Almighty from His throne? Shall this mtain be removed out of his place? Is it
possible to set aside eternal laws? Is it possibpgevent the issues of the Great Day; and the
ascension of the Son of Man to His throne of judgiPés it possible to undo the death of the
Son of God, or to prevent the spread of the evimtassospel, which He hath insured to His
Son for His reward, and which shall be proclaintedf His name may endure as the sun and
moon endure? Is it possible to root up the Chufdheliving God, which is based upon the
eternal purpose of God, based upon the distinctibtise Godhead; the Church, elect of God
the Father; the Church of Christ bought with theobll of Christ, called by the Spirit of God,
upheld by all the power of the Covenant God? Blg asid before you oppose God in His
legislation or in His grace, be still, and courg ttost. Be still, and know that He is God, as
able and as determined to thwart the way that mérapy to Him, and the persons that take
that way, as He is to maintain eternal truth, tondprthe disobedient to His Church by
converting grace, and to keep them when brought in.

Having laid before you these few imperfect hintgynthe Lord guide us in this exercise
into calm, tranquil, believing reflections on therfections of God as they are displayed in all
His dealings, and in all His works of Providencepexially as they are unfolded in His
eternal redemption of His Church through the SomisfLove, and in the fulfilment of all
these promises of God to His Church, which He hatbaged for to His Messiah as the
reward of His obedience. May the Lord grant thatthis way we may each be led to
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experience the blessedness of the man whom Gocetkerpperfect peace because His heart
is stayed upon Him; and may the Lord teach ushall diligence which is the result of being
still, and of knowing that Jehovah is God, the onlge God, to whose name through Christ

be all praise!
[July 1909]

A Sermon.

By the Learned and Piol#R. SAMUEL RUTHERFORD,

Sometime Professor of Divinity at St. Andrews.
[Preached at a Preparation for the Communion &tdgidbright in the year 1634.]

“Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed about withgreat a cloud of

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and thevkich doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is sforfe us, looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith, who, for the jthat was set before him, endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set dowheatight hand of the throne of
God” — Hebrewd 2:1,2.

Beloved in Christ, there is here a conclusion drdwm the doctrine of the former
chapter.

1. Let us run our race.
2. A reason. Many have gone before us; a wholedclduis a fair market-gate, a
high street to heaven.
3. The way how we may come good speed in our raget-the gold and win the bell
—is set down in two things.
(1) What we must quit for the goldirst, all weights and clogs of this clay world

that retard us in our journey and make our racksaaie.Second sin that hangs fast
upon us and beguiles us.
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(2) What shall we do? What rule shall we follow? &lkirth shall we look to?

The Apostle says, Know ye not how they look who eurace? They look not over
their shoulder, but ever straight before them, talsahe end of their race. Look ye to
Jesus in the end of your way. Now, the Apostle setrgo a little off the text. He sees
a friend, even Jesus, and he cannot pass by Hibombst speak a word of Him. In your
race | shall let you see two things in Jesus.

1. Efficacy and power. He is the Captain and Leasfeyour souls in the course of
faith, and He will not tire. When He begins He walso crown and perfect your faith.

2. 1 will let you see another thing in Jesus: adeaample. How was He? His heart
longed to be at the gold, as yours should do. hetba glory in the end of His way. He
suffered both pain and shame, and so was seen amdtHe is now set down on the
throne of God. Now, then, the Apostle, still dweflion Christ (for he cannot win off
Him), gives them a new exhortation to hold on, imieh there are included the
following things: —

(1) Consider what that lovely Person suffered dfnag¢n; how they gave Him the
lie and spake against Him.

(2) Consider how little ye have suffered. Ye hawoe yet resisted and striven unto
blood, as Christ did.

(3) He gives a reason why they should do so: far teey give over, faint, and fall
a swoon. Having, in chapter 11, spoken of the fatimo won to heaven through patient
suffering, he compares them to the cloud thatheddraelites by day through the wilderness.
He sets the example of those before them to engeuhem.

We see the way to heaven is now a high market gatd, paved by hundreds and
thousands who have gone before us, and we shollddvfafter. Are ye wanting a settled
house and dwelling in the world? Then set forwdook for a city above. “Indeed,” says
Abraham, “I shall be witness of that, that ye shetleive the recompense of reward.” Will ye
rather suffer affliction with the people of God thanjoy the pleasures of sin for a season?
Moses says: “I shall be witness then that ye shiallhome safe and sound.”

In the way we may see a whole cloud of them ases#as, to lead you through the
wilderness. Where away can ye go, or what can lbgdal in your journey to glory, but in
which the Lord’s saints have gone before you? Arggurs alone, and seeking God amongst
many, who live as they lived? So was Noah a wal#r God when all flesh had corrupted
their ways. Let it be true ye have all taken froouyboth goods, children, and health. So was
Job handled! So the saints have set up steps ayanarks at every turn in your way, and
cry, Ride about. And howbeit now, many fools thinkwin through at the nearest, yet they
win not, but stick there. The saints going beforéhie way is a great benefit to us. Their falls,
and the ill steps that cumbered them, ye must beewfarye must hold off adultery; for David
stuck in that mire. Hold off drunkenness; for N@atd Lot wet their feet in that dub. Beware
of mocking and persecuting the saints; for Padlip $iad almost sunk in that quicksand. See
these dead carcases lying on the road — Judas, Détgmeneus, and Philetus broke their
necks by attempting to go to Canaan, and falliigagéain. Make this use of holy men’s lives,
here condemned, who followed the devil, but wereovered again: beware of those
temptations and sins which so easily beset theme BEeloud of withesses, the world and the
fashions thereof they did not follow: Romans 12B% not conformed to this world,” and the
guises thereof; and yet ye can justify yourselveshe daily transgression of this divine
prohibition. Wherefore is vanity in marriages arahfuets? It is the fashion, say they. Proud
Scotland, poor Scotland, near cut out to thy skiis worm-eaten. Wherefore is such vanity
in apparel, so that women are become indecent amdike monsters? Men are taking whole
baronies of land on their backs! It is the fashigay they. O! proud and poor Scotland; men
are cut out to their skin, and women want not waeitough, but are not cut to the bone. And
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wherefore comes swearing and drinking, see ye Not? otherwise than from the fashion. It

is the fashion, say they: but if ye will follow su@ cloud of fashionable witnesses, let me
conclude ye will go to hell also for | can assuoe yhat is the fashion. Ye may keep that
excuse till the day of judgment, and when God a#ikat ye have done, and wherefore ye did
so, say ye: “Lord, for nothing but the fashion,tdasee how ye will win off.

Let us run the race. But how shall we run? So hat ye may obtain. Many run upon
hope of heaven and get hell in the end. But heat wie Spirit of God says: “Lay aside every
weight,” every clog. What is the weight? The wotltg love of riches, honour, and lusts. He
speaks to us as to men having their backs burdetagf or clogged with heavy lumps of
earth and great tatters and bunches of the wogld's). Nay, a number of devils of pride,
lust, and covetousness hang upon us. Give thenakesbays He, down with them; let the
ground bear all.

How hardly do cunning men enter into the kingdonh@hven! Methinks | see three sorts
of men beguiled in their race to glory.

1. Some go not a step at all in the way to heae@ngoing too near the hedge, they get a
thorn in their foot, which swells it so that theysm sit down and lay it on their knee; and
they sit there, and never make any further attampards heaven till night come, and there
they lie. One of those says (Job 21:15), “WhahésAlmighty that we should serve him? and
what profit shall we have if we pray unto him?” VJhgay in plain terms, God is but a poor
master to follow; it's long ere he be rich who &lls Him; therefore we will have none of
Him. Luke 14:19, “One said, | have bought a yokeoxén, and | go to prove them; | pray
thee have me excused,” &c. “And the Pharisees vaaoctthese things mocked at him.”

2. Another sort run a start after Christ for a tiaseJudas, who, in men’s eyes, followed
Him till the devil met him in the race, cast dowpuwse, and breaks his leg, and syne went he
over the brae. In John 6, ye see a number follovdhgist for the loaves. And Demas
galloped a while after Paul and the Gospel, bufduad it a hungry trade; and the world
crossed his road, and after it he went. | saywtbdd, like a fair strumpet in her silks and
velvets, came in his way and gave him a kiss, adah to the gate, saying, Sorrow have my
part of the Gospel and Paul any more. So Paul (@ysnothy 4:10), “Demas hath forsaken
me,” and has embraced this present world. But,

3. Another sort are those who have some more lovee race, and yet they cannot want
the world, like the young man (Matthew 19:21,22)owdame to Christ and said he had kept
the Commandments from his youth. When Christ baaedell all that he had and give his
goods to the poor, and come and follow Him, he wamay with his heart in his hose,
looking as if his nose were bleeding, for he haghgpossessions. So there are a number who
would climb up the mountain to heaven, with thoasahby the year and with baronies and a
great bunch of clay bound hard and fast upon tle& nétheir souls. And they think to hold
foot with Christ, ride as hard as He pleases, amuhty stone weight of clay upon their soul!
But they will be all mistaken; they will burst anie by the way; and shall never win to the
top of the hill. Ask at them how they will win up heaven with their lusts upon their backs.
They will say, God will draw us; He will help ancdr us. Indeed, God makes His own
people ride in chariots with Himself, and drawsnth€Song 1:2). But will ye make Christ a
pack-horse to carry your clay and your lusts? Homglis it since He has carried our pack-
mantle? Believe me, He is no cadger-horse. Demaguaaias and the like would have ridden
after Christ with all their bags of clay; but kea what Christ did with them? He threw them
and their clay off at the broadside, and left tHgimg there, and posted away.

1. Question— Whatthen shall we do to be quit of these weights?

Answer — The world is a foul way, like deep watery nelled ground, where pound
weights hang to every heel of the traveller andrcehim; and as he shakes off one, another
comes on, so that he cannot go fast on his way. thevwaffections are the feet of the soul,
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take heed to your feet, and come off the deep aret.|Use the world as if you used it not.
There is a dry way to heaven; hold ye off the desy, and be content with food and
raiment. Go ye the way that Christ and the sair@stwefore you, who scarce ever wet their
feet. Indeed, Jesus was never wet-shod in the widdchad so good mind of His errand and
his home that the world got no room in His heahey who will not keep this clean dry
causeway, it is no marvel to see them stick inrttiey world, be drowned and never win
home. It is with many, as was said (Hosea 2:2) eifT&dulteries lie between their breasts;
the world in a great bunch lies betwixt their bitsaal night. Is it any wonder to see such
heavy-headed mardels get the mell in this race, s$tkf horses unmeet for a journey? And
how can they once give a trot? Nay, they but wal& circle. The

2. Direction. — Satamand the world will play you foul play, and castitlfeet before you
and give you a fall. But care not for that; risaiag But | pray you beware of sore falls, or
sins against the conscience, light, and love. Ferconscience is like an earthen vessel; if ye
break it ye will not mend it again. Some in theice gave their conscience such a back-stroke
that they break their legs, and are never medhtrace again. But whatever ye do, keep the
conscience whole.

3. Direction. — Cast off all things that make you heavy. Makeargelf light, that ye may
be nimble; skip and spur away. Run, run; look nekhibd you — remember Lot's wife.
Although ye should be like to burst, tarry not;wd# mend of a sweat and a heat. God has a
napkin to rub the sweat off you, and He has a draira cushion for you against the race be
ended, and He will lay your head in His bosom. TaHl#tle pains in the day, for | promise
you ye shall get rest at even.

“Cast off the sin that doth so easily beset us,§jags round about us. This is the body of
sin that remains in our nature. He speaks of it @se had us clasped in his arms; for original
sin has us in fetters as captives. It is a thingcavenot win from, go where we please. It is
like a ghost — ever in our eye; behind us, pullisgback; before us, standing in our way; at
our right hand, hindering us to hear, pray, belieepent, hope, &c. It is like the wind in our
face, or in the face of a weak traveller, that lddwm some steps back where he goes one
forward. It is as a man going round about us. ihithe mind, darkening the judgment; in the
will, throwing it the contrary way. God bids us Wwaih the lowest room, down in the
affections; but we do the contrary. And this simwaodbind goes about a tree, wraps about
us in every good way. It is a serpent biting ouelhand cries, “A lion in the way.” When
God draws, sin holds under at meat, drink, andosliees a joker — it promises us much, but
gives us the wind, and yet we believe it.

But here aquestionmay be asked: How does the Apostle bid us shdkehisefsin which
dwells in us so long as we live; it is death arel kitkyard that make us quit of this sin. How
is it then that we can shake it off?

Answer(1). The dominion of it we break by grace. Woe everyrhee have, for this
indwelling sin breaks a bone of old Adam, givesltask a crack and makes him cry. As we
repent and advance in holiness, we break a leg arra of this sin; but for the root of it, God
only, in death, can pluck it out. Yet we must bekiag and cutting the branches and roots of
it, else we cannot make progress in our race. W&t mat take this defiling sin forward with
us in our race. We must leave it where we stad,detliver it over to Christ that He may put
it on His cross and nail it to His gallows.

Answer(2). He speaks of sin as of a thing going about usdilstone wall in our very
way to heaven. Till by regeneration, Christ makgapa in the wall that we may pass over,
there is no possibility of going one foot. And ewehen the wall is broken we shall see this
sin hanging on our legs and arms. This sin keelmlge by the gate for Satan, and is a
common robber, who slays many by the way.
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1. Some it tricks out of the way, and lays asleegacurity, like a drunken traveller
who sleeps in a moor till the sun be down, themwhkes from his sleep and cries.

2. It blinds some, as Paul while a Pharisee, amisBa and chases them a wrong way —
to hell instead of heaven — when they make a fasbioepentance, to slay their sins, and go
again to their old pass. Such are those who, willimgness, walk softly, and go to sin again.

Now he sets down the exhortation, “Let us run #mer’ This is more than to walk and
step at our own leisure. Running shows there istairme, which will go away, a short day,
andthat the way is long, and we have much to do tosgeslain. And, therefore, we must to
the way with speed, and run fast. In Matthew 1&, kimgdom of heaven is said to be taken
with violence. Luke 13:24, “Strive to enter in.” &@hvord is, “Fight, and throng in by force.”
When God, by faith, lets a man see heaven, hevesoand in he must be, come what will.
Philippians 3:13,14, “Reaching forth unto thosedsi that are before, | press forward toward
the mark.” The word is, | follow after; | reach auty hand. The Apostle means he ran so that
his head and breast pressed forward before his dadthis two arms reached out to catch
hold of Christ. So to speak, he chases Christ @addn, and they seem to flee from him, and
he follows. So should we do. Then chase on. Theeeems to flee from us, but it cannot
flee further than to heaven’s gates; there wegdtla hold of it.

But how will they do who say, “Hooly and fair combeme against even. And what
needs all this din, all these prayers, and allgHesckings to Communions? | hope to be in
heaven as soon as the best of you?”

Answer Beguile not yourselves, loiterers and drowsy @ass who go not one mile of
twenty in a year; such as walk in a circle roune@uwp from pride to lust; from lust to
drunkenness; from that to covetousness; and framntthpride again; like as if they were in a
fairies’ dance, and run not at all. Can men combdaven lying on their back? The good,
lucky old religion made a sonsy world, say theyt tfey use religion as a post-horse; as one
wears out of fashion they take another.

Heaven must be taken by violence. He speaks ofemeas of a fortified place, that must
be forced by fire and sword ere they render it up.

We are like drunken travellers, cast twenty mile=hibd, sometimes with lust and
sometimes with pride, and such companions canngub¢o the gate; they have a friend to
Satan’s messengers within, and when they knoclgries, “Coming, master.” Men have
gotten a gate of their own, like neighbour anottiex,good old use and wont, to walk as they
please, and they are no gluttons of religion, meitf the Word nor Communions. Religion to

them is a good custom of going to the kirk.
[August 1909]

Continued:—

“The race set before us.” This race is, by our |.eet before us in His Word, for men set
the way to hell before themselves. God’'s Word el before no man as a way that He
allows of. He sets not that before us, but behundback. But men turn their face to hell and
not to heaven. Know therefore that this is a rdc&ad’s choosing and not of our own, and
the ill roads, the deep waters, the sharp shovaaus the bitter violent winds that are in our
face, are of God’s disposing. We will not get atdretoad than our Lord allows us. He has
called us to suffering, and not a stone is in oay Wy chance; but by His wise providence all
the waters are told, all the streams, the stormd,stones that are in our way are written in
His book. Our wanderings are numbered. It is ounfoot that our Lord is looking on. God is
like the nobleman who lays the cup in pawn, andapp the bounds: He set down the race
in His word with all the waymarks, and sets His @bthe end of the way, holding up in His
hand the crown of glory, and crying to the runnérs, the gate with speed, see the prize, win
and have it.” As in a horse race, many are galppind posting from one sin to another till
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they be at hell, and Satan, out of his own stdblajshes them with fresh horses; and aye as
one tires, immediately another is brought! But aostep should we go but as God has
directed us. The Kirk does not set this race betseneither may king or kirk change our
King Jesus’ way, to cast us about dykes into Rommdroads and Antichrist's by-ways.
Scotland’s race is set down. (Jeremiah 8:6), “Ewvarg turneth to his course, as the horse
rusheth to the battle.” The commonality are gahgpion covetousness, the nobles on
oppression, and the whole land on strange appanel, some of all ranks in the three
kingdoms are posting to hell on idolatry and masses

When God’s temple was last measured in this landhmvas taken from Him. Either we
must change our course, or look (1) to lose theepror (2) to want Christ's company and
convoy; or (3) to get leave to go all upon horsé&bacan ill course, with patience. There is a
necessity for hope and patience to wait on, becaute place where they start, men see not
the gold in the race, but must run the first milend not only the first, but to the end — before
they sit down. He that falls back within his owmdgh of the score, or draws his bridle and
sits up within a quarter of a mile, loses the rdte.see not the prize here, neither is it before
our senses, nor hard by our hand, but it is owdiglit. We have nothing but God’s promise
for it, and some small arles. Behold, “the husbaawaiteth for the precious fruit of the
earth.” We must wait on — winter, spring, and sumradill harvest come: for howbeit ill
weather and a rainy season come, yet the husbanfiasnnot his hands, nor lays up the
plough by the walls, but with patience works foe tharvest, for he knows God may and will
send a good and full crop. And what of a winterrstd/Vhat, albeit they mock and persecute
us, and Satan send out his dogs to bark at usake s take a house over our heads? Let us
be going forward; it will blow up fair again. Readke 21:19, “In patience possess ye your
souls.” Verse 28, “Lift up your heads, for the dafyyour redemption draweth near.” This
condemns such as will not run one foot in this mxeept the gold be in their hand, and they
will have God paying interest and giving wages amdh But faith trusts God, and if ye get
but one kiss of Him in this life, or the welcome ldfs bowels with a sweet smile and
embrace in His arms, it is worth all ye can sufterHim in this life.

Got not Abraham a promise of the land of Canaad ,yat got it not in this life, but dwelt
in tents and hung by hope? Ay, ye will not playeptcGod give you heaven in your hand, as
if God were a child to give you the garland ererde be run. No, God’s on-waiters come to
honour in God’s Court; the more the good servarfiaithful, he has the more to crave. He
who takes all at once, and forenails all beforetdren, will be a poor man. We, like fools,
would forenail our heaven; but it is best that Geedps all until the term day, for He is a rich
servant, who, in the end, has His heaven to cideemarvel then that patience be needful.
Satan runs up and down like a great warship, wvdmty pieces of ordnance, shooting at all
who are failing for Canaan, and roaring out, “Soder.” But give not up. Suffer, suffer, take
a shot; hold out Christ’s white flag. Christ willemd the gap that Satan’s bullet has made.
We fear ill upon the land for the abuse of the @tispnd, indeed, that will be an onset. Have
patience and ye will win the field.

“Looking to Jesus.” Well kend the Apostle the devduld come our gate in his holy-day
clothes, with an “All these will | give thee.” Andhen we are running he will cry, “Here
away”; but, said the Apostle, “Give him not onelkpalthough he should burst. What have ye
to do with him? Look to Jesus, the author and fieisof our faith. Look to your fore-runner,
and follow Him in the race.” Then in this our faMng we must look how Jesus ran. We
must observe all the properties of His running, dogust as He did.

1. He yoked to the Jews early in the morning, aad abedient to the law in the cradle.
At twelve years of age he disputed with the doctorthe temple. He was still about His
Father’'s business late and early. Yea, even uperCtiess He was running. So run, young
men, in your youth. Start to the gate, break afii aun to your dying day. Half not your
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lives. If ye have lost time, and were too long egimning, be like a man far behind, when he
looks to the sun and sees it low, and remembersakefar to go: he sets the spurs to the
horse. So rouse up your lazy souls, and post, post, Heaven is waiting for you.

A special virtue, or property, in a runner is tokoeven before him. For if ye look over
your shoulder, ye may possibly not break your nécik,ye will certainly miss a stride. If ye
look at meadows, houses, and worldly pleasurehbéymay, ye will possibly fall and break
your toes. Therefore, look aye home — straightbefiore you. Give not the world a look, for
the world. But very often after we have taken aave of the world and of sin, we have a
strong inclination to be back again. While takingearty look of the world, a stone may take
a man’s foot in his journey, and break his leg.

2. Christ, in His race, got many lets. The devihean with “All these things will | give
thee” to turn Him into his inn, and to lay Him ouwee board. The world set on Him, but they
could not all make honest Jesus come one footfaleaoad. Keep aye the highway. Smart
men will not come under trysting with juggling kresy nor subscribe any writs, for fear they
bring them under a sum and then take their lands fthem. Never, never come in
communing with Satan and sin. Some fools give #wldvrits, and subscribe a submission
to the world and sin, and take the devil and tbein hearts to be overseers. Beware of that
work. Christ would have nothing to do with the wbih His journey. When they offered to
make Him a king He refused, and ran to the mountaid there He prayed (John 6). He took
but His meat of it, and all He had was borrowed.létked blunt-like on it, like a man who
would fain have been away, and so was seen onatskiduld be like some old men who
want children, who quit all to their friends and gebond for meat and clothing all their days.
Our love and affection should quit the world anegksa bond of our Lord for food and
raiment all our days, and be content therewith.

3. So run as Christ; He ran so as He left nothindone. “Father, | have finished the
work that thou gavest me to do” (John 17). See ybatave all ended against night, that ye
may say as Paul said (2 Timothy 4:7), “I have fdudfie good fight; | have finished my
course; | have kept the faith.” There are many whoas Paul, when a Pharisee, ran; but they
know not where-away. Many forget their consciengghe gate, as a drunken man forgets
his sword at the inn in which he lodged. Take athwou — your conscience and faith. They
who go to sea take all with them; for when the wand tide have put them off land, they will
not win back again to fetch anything they have beftind.

But what good will our looking to Jesus do us? Verych. He is the Captain of our
salvation, “the author and finisher of our faitl6r Christ is all. He draws with His Spirit,
and He leads us through the mires, and goes bafrand we have this advantage — when
we faint He looks back over His shoulder, with dleptakes us by the hand, and says (Luke
12:32), “Fear not, little flock,” &c. (John 16), ‘&t a little while, and | am with you.” Even as
a loving guide says to the tired man, “We havealittle water or two to pass through, and
see, yonder hill is but betwixt us and the town;aye near the city.” He will see you again,
for He is a Captain indeed. In taking in a town sioédiers will venture sometimes to scale
the walls where the captain is; but it is not scehdesus Himself took the castle of heaven
first; it cost Him blood to win in and break up tdeors. Now He stands in the entry and
cries, “Come in, | have broken up the gate; | hawa the city. Be not afraid; | shall warrant
you.” Therefore (Hebrews 6) He is called a foreemide went before to open the doors and
the park dykes, and take the stones out of the amy,says, “Step forward, my brethren, be
not frighted.” So, then, when we run we are ndetim to our own strength, for fear we get a
fall. He who thinks he has little need of Chridtielp is ready to fall. He who knows not his
own weakness, fears not; and he, who knows nobwis heart, has good cause to fear he
may get a fall and dash out all his brains.

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol. 14 p. 24



“The finisher of our faith.” He will not have Jespslling us to the gate and leaving us
there. No. 1 Corinthians 1:8, “Who shall also confiyou to the end.” It is a work of Christ
as Mediator, and written in the commission His Eatijave Him, that He should lose none,
but raise him up at the last day (John 6:39, arttkEjans 5:27.) He presenteth His Church to
Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wleakHe shall get His bride, the Church, all
arrayed in His Father’s clothes, in at heaven’s gad slip her in His Father’s hand, and say,
“Father, there her now; | have done my part; | haee laboured in vain.” Let them be
confounded who take this glory from Jesus and giwwer to that weather-cock, free-will.
But here an argument that hell will not answer.

The Father promised Christ a seed (Isaiah 53:1@),aawilling people (Psalm 110:3),
and the ends of the earth (Psalm 2:8) to serveddia reward of His sufferings.

Now, shall God crack His credit to His Son, andlisGarist do His work and get the
wind for His pains, except free-will say, “Amen™hi§ were a bairn’s bargain. No, it is a part
of Christ’'s wages that men’s free-will shall conaadn hand and bow before Him. He shall
have a willing people.

We must digress a little, and spedkChrist's Race. Observe this is the Apostle’snaars
Christ comes in his way, and he cannot pass by Ibiihe must stand still and speak a word
with Him, and give Him a kiss by the way. (Colossial:14), “In whom we have
redemption,” etc. And there, ere he go furtherphest run out upon Christ, and His nature,
and offices. (Verse 15), “Who is the image of theisible God, the first born of every
creature.” (See Revelation 1), “Grace be to you peace from Jesus.” Then he runs out,
“who is the faithful witness, the first begottentbé dead,” etc.

1. Learn a lesson: When Jesus comes in your m@adel your way and go and speak
with Him a while, and go not soon from Him. Is Henee? Let Him not go without a kiss.
Oh! and alas! we oftimes let Him go as He come.\Boy do His friends commend Him so
much? Even that you and He may fall in love togethe

“Who for the joy that was set before him.” He sdtavn a special virtue in Christ's
running: who for the eye-look to joy, endured thess, and despised the shame. Here is a
guestion: What an eye-look to joy was this thati€hnad? What made Him run, seeing
heaven was in His bosom? What needed He rejoibe & home?

Answer As He was God, nothing could be added to His joywvbeit He carried the
Godhead about with Him, yet the sight and sendbefsodhead was covered in the days of
Christ’'s humiliation; there was a bar and a lock guo the Godhead, that He saw not as He
now seeth, in that He took the pilgrim’s lot witk,land was a traveller, in respect of sense
and clear light. For He as man was ignorant of stmmgs then — as of the day of judgment,
and fruit on the fig tree. He knew He would be eedBod; the Godhead stood aloof from
Him then.

2. The joy before Him was the contentment He wdade in His new bride; the joy He
had win through hell, and gotten His errand; sad la@avy would His heart have been to
have missed us; He was glad of the hire His Fdthdrpromised Him. It is natural for a man
to rejoice when he gets the fruit of his laboursd ghere is thanksgiving and joy in heaven
for the conversion of sinners, and He gives thdaksnore when they are redeemed fully
(Hebrews 12:12). In the midst of the congregattéa,sings praise to God His Father for the
children he had given Him; but more especially whnshall have ended all, and got the
goods in His hand that He bought so dear. He ¢haitl sing for joy, and when Christ sings
for thy redemption, and giveth thanks, thou hastrfare cause to sing than He.

3. The joy set before Him was the glory to be nestéd in Him which He prays for
(John 17), which He had with the Father beforevibed was; that joy that His Father will
welcome Him with, and (to speak with reverencepdtis head for His pains. That as He
rejoiced from all eternity with His Father (Prover®), and was His Father’s delight, so now
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He shall rejoice with His Father, He and He togethe redeemed mankind. And the
manhood, with all His members and the angels (fey trejoice at the conversion of sinners),
shall rejoice with Him to see His body fulfilleda@to have them all under His wings.

4. Consider the sadness Jesus had, and the teatseHen the days of His flesh; but for
that His Father dried and wiped the blood and swéaHis face, and set Him in a place
where He should shed tears and die no more. S® desus did, and why? Because never
man endured out his longsome race but he who geigla of heaven. See wherefore
Abraham dwelt in tents, and Moses (Hebrews 11) sbdaather to suffeaffliction with the
people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of direyTsaw a sight that everyone cannot see.
Ye know a man who has been seven years away frerwifé and children coming home
again and seeing the smoke of his own house; laig hiees a foot higher than it was before.
Would ye run? Get a sight of the city. Get Chriglfespect to see the joy set before you. Get
the earnest of the inheritance and you will never the bargain. Whosoever has a mind for
heaven, and runs a while in blind zeal until thexeat and then grow lame, like a horse that
is ill taken care of after hard riding; so are gn@go never saw heaven afar off by faith: but a
sight of the gold makes the runner spring and finwhat wrought this joy that was set
before Him? It made Him endure the cross; His Haldue the cross on His back, and he
carried it thirty-three years and never gave ihake to put it off. Oh, what crosses! Never
man was handled as He was; for some are under cmsses and free of others. When Satan
and men struck Job, the Lord blessed him and ugheidBut on Jesus all at once fell God,
man, devils, law, justice, sin, and the curse! #emot tell me what comfort Christ had when
he cried, “My God, my God.” That was a sore thraw tiis back. O! the fire was hot then;
but when Christ was in His prison in this dark nigiere was a hole to let Him see day. He
had His eye by faith upon the hope of the joy ef ftir day before Him. He got a foul, black
day, all clouds of darkness about Him; but He saiithin Himself, | will get My fair day
when all this ill weather is away.

Now, let me speak to a heavy heart that looks felm@ver upon this land; and, indeed, it
is black in the west; the clouds are gathering sti@ver is coming. Take a house in time, yet
fear not, a shower will not melt you, and Chriss$ [@afire in His Father’s house to dry your
clothes. O? but he who has faith to look up throygider blue sky to see the throne of God
and the Lamb, and to wait for the rending of thevess, when Christ shall get through His
fair head with a great crown of gold upon it; | shg who gets faith to see and wait for these,
will give a leap and a skip in his journey. Letsigpose Christ were bodily upon the earth
and a water betwixt you and Him; yea, a lake a betwixt you and Him. | think ye would
venture through to be at Him. Now set out in yaurpey, set down your feet, and be not
beguiled with the devil's apples, which he casta/lan your gate. Christ, in the end of the
journey, holds out His long arm with a crown of jloand shouts and cries, Silly tired
bairns, look here-away, look up the brae, comeuwtaig.

Ye may ask what power had Christ to give His madhtmodie for others? This would
seem to be against justice, as a king’s subjecinbagpower to slay himself, because in so
doing he takes a subject from his prince.

Answer.The subject is not altogether his own; he oweditego his king, and may not
dispose of it except he fail against the king. Budwbeit the manhood was God’s creature,
yet it was by the law of a personal union God’s hwad and God’s flesh and blood, and the
Godhead gave to the manhood absolute power toHisséfe for men, and to pledge Himself
as the price of our redemption. See, then, hemgegtsmystery; the Godhead furnished the
sum to Jesus, and gave Him the price to pay, amdntinhood gave it back to justice as
suffering and dead for a ransom. Law furnishedsine, and justice received it, and gave
Christ our bond to tear in pieces.
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Another fruit of our Lord’s to-look to the joy thatas set before Him was, He despised
the shame. What shame? Lighted there any shaméastTAy, in truth! Heaven and earth
wonder at an ashamed Christ. Look if Christ got Hist part of it when mickle black shame
came upon Him. But how? Shamed by men and shame&wbdy! shall prove both.

One rascal struck Him on the head, another villgat in His fair face: a great shame!
They wagged their heads, and brake a jest upon Hake up Holy Jesus now, say they, He
trusted in God, let Him deliver Him. Think ye naitlihat went to Christ’s heart to hear those
black mouths make a mock of God'’s glory? Herod llisdnen of war mocked Him. And see
more shame yet. Howbeit He was an honest man allitdi they conveyed Him out of the
town, and the guard at His back, His enemies supféit Him, and children wondering at
Him. And what more? Dear man! He went out at theaspbearing His own cross on His
back! Of seventy disciples, twelve apostles, ahdHel friends, not one to help Him, or take
an end or a lift of the cursed tree! And they putrewn of thorns on Him, scorning His
kingdom. Was not this to put the thief's mark omdi And what more? Might they not have
said, This poor man has few friends? But His freem@uld take no part of His shame, and
yet He took all their shame.

God shamed Him also. His Father said: “A curse radediction light on Him, shame
light on Him.” Start not at this, | shall clear 8in has aye shame at its back. Ye know that
God made Him sin, and if God made Him sin and aeuHe behoved to bring shame on
Him, for the shame that should have come on us,thadreproachful words that justice
would have given sinners, they lighted on our Lofd.see when a thief is taken in the fang,
and brought before the judge, and put to an Asairkchallenged, he looks down, and thinks
shame to look any man in the face. When the judge,dHow durst thou do it? silly man, he
blushes, hangs his head, and never says a wor@o8gut Christ upon a pannel, arraigned
Him before His tribunal, and accused Him for ounssiChrist could not deny them, but stood
as a sheep dumb before her shearers. He hung Hlisbefore justice, and the honest man
took with the fault. He said He would die for theunaberer, adulterer, swearer, idolater, the
drunkard, etc. Now there was reason here that Godl@ put Christ in this plea for the
shamed man, because God’s wise will is the rulallglistice. God made the first Covenant
that Adam should be legally for us, and the secGodenant was so contrived that Christ
should be for us. For Christ's manhood has a petggnnot of its own, but of the Godhead,
and by the law of a personal union, Christ shoulidye Himself. Now, because Christ had a
legal personality from us, and as in His personreuritis sufferings, he enjoyed not the fruits
of that personality, but was plunged in fear anddro while he said (John 12) “What shall |
say?” Yet the Godhead (to speak so) was like aorkake the manhood swim above, that it
was not swallowed up with God’s infinite wrath; athé manhood had personal legality from
us to bear the strokes by law due to us.. Henceeamd learn and be willing with Christ to
want a limb of your credit for Him. He was ashanied you. O wonderful! An ashamed
sinner is nothing, an ashamed devil is ordinary;®od ashamed — an ashamed Christ — is a
miracle! One honest man will suffer loss for anotheut to take another's shame is a
different thing; yet this rarity was in Christ. Aam who is cautioner for his waster friend, the
judge counts not him the waster; he is still thdughhonest man, only he pays the sum. But
Christ our Lord, besides the sum he paid by lawwde as the dyvour, for our sins were laid
upon Him; for He and we are so near here, thatsHe ius, and made sin for us.

“And is set down at the right hand of the throneGid.” He was a good man, and
endured all patiently, and so was seen on it. Hemgah glory in the end; there could not but
grace come of Him, He was so mild under His suffgsi (Philippians 2:9) “Wherefore God
hath highly exalted Him,” &c. Wherefore then is Kisting down nothing but an exaltation —
a state of glory above men and angels? To Himlipaler given, and He has received a
name; (Acts 5:31) “Him hath God exalted with highti hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, to
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give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of siNeW, to understand this the better, note
that His sitting as God upon His Father’s right dhas but the open manifestation of His

glory, which He had before the world was. His rgses a man to this state hath two steps
going before it.

1. The nature of man in Christ is made of the sam&al with our nature, and therefore
deserved a personal union; and therefore the Ggdage raised the manhood above itself to
be married to the Godhead. This is the first stefh® Headship spoken of (Hebrews 1), God
has made him the heir of all things. For God, inlééted man above Himself in giving to
the manhood no created personality, but the peligpdh the Godhead, so as that blessed
manhood at one moment should subsist in the Waoidi sabsist in the infinite personality of
the Godhead, that the man Christ and the Godheaddshe in one person.

2. Upon this resolved a free donation of Christhi® manhood to be King, Priest, and
Prophet, sufficiently qualified to grace us. Thiasagrace also to the manhood, yet this grace
was not given in such a measure to Christ in thes dd His flesh. Howbeit this grace, and
the personal union did sufficiently bear Him up endll His sufferings.

3. After His sufferings the manhood saw the Godhiead more glorious manner, and
enjoyed Him after an admirable manner, and is madgersonal worker and absolute
commander of the world — a Prince, a Judge, a Lamd, next to God — over and above all
creatures. That our Husband is so high is greatemat comfort to the faithful. Men who
have a friend at court are aye troubling him witlitss and writs; we write not half many
letters up to our Friend at court; He delights peak of us to His Father, and to carry us in
His heart as the high priest did the names ofwiledve tribes on his breast, and to engrave us
on the palms of His hands. Then see the gate dlmvf@€hrist Jesus on the cross, and the
cross is your way. Christ got a deeper gate; Hig was the cross and the crown. Now, says
the Apostle, Consider such an one, and yet spogamst by sinners, for sinners gave Him
the lie. Look upon Him lest ye faint. (Psalm 31;22)said in my haste, | am cut off before
thine eyes.” Isaiah 49:14, “Zion said, The Lordhh&drsaken me, my God hath forgotten
me.” Think not, ye will aye be alike stout in treujney; some times ye will fall down, and
Christ will have you a-lifting, but He is near youth His flagon of wine to comfort you.

Amen.
[October 1909]
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Notes of a Sermon.

Preached before the Synod of the Free Presbyt€hanch,
met at Inverness on the 6th July, By the Moderator,
theRev. NEIL CAMERON, St. Jude’s, Glasgow.

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall protipa love thee” — Psalm 122:6.

Jerusalem was to the pious Israelite the centrenarovhich his thoughts revolved, and
upon which the intensest affections of his heastew: There were three things in Jerusalem
which caused his thoughts and affections to greevitawards that place, wherever his lot
might be cast.

(1) The seat of their civil government was in Jates). David and his sons after him
were appointed by God to rule there. The whole [geoplsrael crowned David as their king,
swore allegiance to him, revered him for his goesmand bravery, but very specially for the
absolute justice with which he ruled the pooresthef people. The fact that the most godly
men he could find were his companions and counsediodeared him to the godly among the
people.

(2) Jerusalem was the place in which the Lord chiogaut His name. The temple, in
which the shekinah appeared on the mercy-seat batite cherubims, with all the divinely
instituted order of worship prescribed by the cespial law, was there.

(3) It was at Jerusalem — at the three feastsyeaithat all the male members of their
tribes were commanded to worship their covenant 8gdther. The godly among them had
an opportunity, at these stated seasons, of meetiaganother to worship God in the beauty
of holiness, and to enjoy, sometimes at least, sochnof the presence of the Comforter that
they found it impossible to separate from one agrotin the last day of the feast. These
things caused them to love the place in which #®gyed such wonderful fellowship with
their God and with one another.

The time came when the literal Jerusalem of Samptwith all the order of worship
under the ceremonial law, passed away and came émd for ever; because they were only
shadows of good things to come. But the thingsepoasented by these types remain in their
true spiritual significance and substance. As candLJesus taught the woman of Samaria at
Jacob’s well, the time has come when the Fatherotsworshipped at Jerusalem, but is
worshipped where two or three are met togethehénname of Christ, in order to worship
Him in spirit and truth. Jerusalem, in this spiait$ense, continues, and will do so until the
trumpet of the last day shall be blown. In this wafyunderstanding our text, we shall
endeavour to speak from it as we may be enableédedlglessed Spirit to do so.
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I. — Let us consider the place that we are comnthtmleray for.
Il. — The particular thing that we are to pray for.
[ll. — The promise made to such as love this place.

l. — Let us consider the place that we are comnmértaleray for.

(1) In New Testament times the presence of ChoigtHis Spirit, is promised to His
worshipping people wherever two or three are mgetteer in His name. The blessed name of
God, the Father, is made known to poor, lost sgeémankind in and by the Son, as He
says: “I have manifested thy name unto the menhthiiou hast given me out of the world.”
As the shekinah appeared on the mercy-seat okolod is in Christ Jesus reconciling the
world unto himself, not imputing their trespassaesouthem. Thither the sinner is invited to
come with holy boldness, by the blood of Jesug, lilkamay obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in every time of need. This great privilegen@ held forth to our faith in types, but in
reality and in truth. Christ is our temple, priesitar, sacrifice, and mercy-seat. In Him the
fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily. In Him Gdue Father, offers pardon freely to every
sinner who will confess and forsake his sins. Héhesway to the Father, and no man can
come to the Father but by Him. This incalculablgairprivilege comes to men wherever the
Gospel is declared. It came to our beloved landstmpoobably not later than the beginning of
the second century of our era, and bore abundantfér nearly four hundred years. During
the dark ages of Popish idolatry, the light of iasvalmost extinguished for nearly one
thousand years; but it never left us altogethecesih came. It revived gloriously at the
blessed Reformation in the beginning of the sixteeentury. It was this glory of God in the
face of Christ Jesus, that the Holy Ghost shinedutjh the truth into the minds of our
forefathers, and that restored them from the dakmé superstition and idolatry to a clear
understanding of the way of salvation. Man’s waaksl merits, before God, were seen to be
a lie, and men looked to Christ’'s blood as the @Xpiation for sin. They took their eye off
every false object of hope held forth to them btaSaand they looked to Christ alone as the
only hope set before them in the Gospel of theggrddGod. This elevated them from being
semi-savages to true enlightenment, godliness, iatedjrity. The same blessed results
followed the great spiritual revival of the sixtéercentury among several of the nations of
Europe. The other nations that refused this lightnfheaven at that time remain till this day
in darkness, ignorance, and idolatry; and havenfbeing the head of other nations, become
the tail. In no other nation has the light of thes@el shone more gloriously than in our poor,
despised and little nation of Scotland. When, by ineath of the Holy Spirit, the mist of
Popish superstition and darkness was dispelled, lbegian to see the meaning of God’s
word, and they rejoiced exceedingly in it. The naguolis of the Papacy disappeared, and the
gathering of the people was to the one Mediatowéeinh God and man, the man Christ Jesus.

Two things were made conspicuous by the place giliem in the feasts of the Old
Testament
(1) The great day of atonement annually;
(2) The reading and expounding of the Word of Godlkthe people.
We enjoy these things under the New Testament assp®n. The Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper sets forth the death of Christ now, as thatglay of atonement did in Israel. They
looked forward, by faith in God’s promise, to theeydn which Christ would die on Calvary
and enter into heaven with His own blood, and vk Iback by faith to that same day upon
which our Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins adow to the Scriptures. So that the object of
faith was the same with them as with us. They hgelaaly commemoration of the atonement
held forth in type by a bloody sacrifice; we haveommmemoration of the atonement as often
as we partake of the bread and wine in the Lordipp8r. The day of Christ’'s death on
Calvary was the one and only great day of atonemngo which the eye of God rested from
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the beginning, and it shall be so unto the enlda#t been and shall be the one day upon which
the eye of faith rests — from Abel till the lasttbe elect are saved. It was there that God
rested in His love, and it is there that the gusityscience of the sinner finds true rest also.
We noticed above how the godly Israelites, occadigrat this feast of the Passover,
enjoyed so much of the favour and fellowship of Gagkther as made it painful for them to
go back to the world and to their own homes. Tlds heen often the case in Scotland at
Communion seasons in the past. To leave the mdwrdmances on a Monday, after being
so many days in secret fellowship with the Lord arith one another, has been often painful
to the Lord’s people in this land. You will rememli®w truly this was the case at the Kirk
of Shotts in 1630when, according to the account given of the powethe Comforter
accompanying the Word preached with saving resoltee souls of men, five hundred were
added to the Church on that day. The same thindgpées felt often since then by our fathers,
though not to the same degree. Have we not fettla of this favour, which is better than
life, in our assemblies at our Communion season rti@n once, and especially on the last
day of the feast? How often have we felt that isvgaod for us to draw nigh to God? This
experience binds man’s soul to the place and coynpaere he enjoys so much of the favour
and presence of God. This makes the tabernacl&®dfamiable to a poor sinner, who, like
Ruth of old, says: “Intreat me not to leave theetooreturn from following after thee; for
whither thou goest, | will go; and where thou losigd will lodge: thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God.” This was it that cduBavid to say: “One thing have |
desired of the Lord that will | seek after, thabdy dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, andehquire in his temple.” Have we not good
cause why we should pray for the place in whichhaee enjoyed so much of the presence
and comforts of the Spirit? How often have we fhht the preaching of the gospel in its
purity and by the Lord’s sent messengers has bkerfgouring water upon the thirsty and
floods upon the dry ground”? “As cold waters tchasty soul, so is good news from a far
country.” These things bind our souls to the trdau€h of God, and to all the instituted
means and ordinance which He has set up in thid [Bhese were the very things which
caused David and every godly man or woman in Isaklve Jerusalem and its peace.

Il. — The particular thing we are to pray for — ‘@heace of Jerusalem.” This leads us to
consider some of the causes of dispeace in ChunctIState.

(1) We read, in the days of Eli, the High Prielattby the wickedness of his sons, who
were the officiating priests in the Lord’s tabereat Shiloh, the worship of God was
brought into contempt and abhorrence; and that guelly but unfaithful father brought guilt
upon himself and his posterity by his negligenceetecute upon his own sons the
punishment demanded by God’s Word for their heinsins. This caused great and sore
troubles, both to the Church and State. The Pimiéistslew Eli's two sons, thousands of the
people, and carried away the Ark of the Covenarihédar own land. God’s worship ceased in
Shiloh; the godly mourned after the Ark of the Caaet of their God. Not long after King
Saul slew all the rest of Eli's sons. Eli was tralgood man, but he neglected to attend to the
Scripture rule, “First pure and then peaceabled aonsequently the Lord, to maintain the
honour of His own holy name, swept the uncleanglaway in judgment.

King David brought back the Ark of the Lord to Jemiem forty years afterwards, and set
up the Lord’s worship according to the order regdah the Word of God. The temple was
built at Jerusalem by Solomon, David’s son. Kingp&wn, in his old age, set up temples for
idols. He also, although a good man, forgot the ty which peace ought to be maintained,
and this caused divisions, trouble, and dispealsesd things are written for our learning; but
have we attended to them with diligence, or leathedessons which these calamities teach?

(2) Let us now come to our own country, and letpass under review, briefly, the
dispeace and trouble which have come upon us,aniéfv of their causes. For brevity’s sake,
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we shall not, on the present occasion, go furttiefdathan the Free Church of Scotland.
What was it that caused the Free Church of Scotléspkace and trouble?

The first thing was the toleration granted to memowropagated unsound doctrines
within her pale. For, although Professor RobertSarith was personally removed from his
chair in Aberdeen, all who defended his positioradsgher critic were allowed to continue
undisturbed in the Church. From that time the doetof the infallibility and inerrancy of the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, was ebeved in by many of her office-
bearers. This state of things was put up with bgdgmen for the sake of peace; but did it
tend to peace? No; but changes were made in destand form of worship until the whole
creed and worship of the Church were revolutioniZzEtese things caused quarrelling and
dispeace to begin in the courts of the Church.dn Assemblies, Synods, and Presbyteries
dissensions and party spirit arose and continued gier year to the grief of all who loved
her and her peace, and to the great dishonoureohéime of the Lord. As the good men
within her pale did not separate the clean fromvileewhen they ought to have done it, God,
in infinite justice broke up that Church, as in teys of Eli’'s unfaithfulness, so that men
have to worship, “in the high places,” in the Higidls of Scotland, as they had then to do in
Judah. Further, the dispeace that began in Chuociitsc has come to our townships,
households, and into our very souls. Neighboursy wked to live in peace and unity, are
now opposed to one another, so much so that thikypads each other on the street or road
without speaking to one another. This Church, whidntinued, at least outwardly, one
incorporate body until 1893, is now divided intodgé parties. Where the whole people of a
parish met together in one building to worshipesxt years ago, we find now three churches,
three fragments of congregations, and generally kimols of gospel preached. Who are
responsible for these things? Those who changedrédesl and worship of the Church, and,
to a great extent, those who tolerated such carsiph church fellowship. Had responsible
men refused any quarter, fifty years ago, to siglearupted the faith and practice of the
Church, and had they turned these corrupters ottesf fellowship, as the Word of God
demanded, we would be united to-day in truth amdherly love instead of being two against
three, and three against two. The beautiful cawesrk of our Zion has been broken down by
barbarians, who had no spiritual discernment tdkentgnem to appreciate its grandeur. Give
a hammer and an axe to the most ignorant rustat,hanwill very quickly break down the
finest piece of art. Ignorance of its beauty amdrggth of arm to work the crude instruments,
are all the qualifications necessary. The ConfessioFaith, and the two Catechisms of the
Church of Scotland were really carved work of esdaispiritual beauty; but Dr. Rainy and
his carnal followers saw no beauty in them, andseguently they broke them down. They
have made efforts to set up their own ensigns éir thlace, and more awkward pieces of
work have never been placed before the Church.Dewataratory Act will remain an infamy
on the spiritual understanding of these men iretfes of all truly enlightened men. Their last
effort, in the shape of a Catechism, is no improseitnTime will not allow me to enter
further into this deplorable discussion, but allodbve the peace of the Church of God in this
land mourn over these things in secret.

Have we, as a Church, done our duty in holding flastform of sound words, and in
separating from a party who destroyed the faiththef people in God’s Word and in the
Confession of Faith? Have we done this before ithe had come when our duty towards
God and the people demanded that we should hawe ithThe answers are clear to every
unbiased mind. Had we not stood resolutely to tigiral Creed and Constitution of the Free
Church in 1893, the end had come publicly to theeaehce of the people to the infallibility
of the Bible and the Confession of Faith. That migbpear like peace; but would it be peace
with Christ? No, but peace with His enemy. Still e charged as being the authors of
dissension and strife, and if that charge meang tivdt we neither could agree nor hold
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fellowship with Rationalists — men who have brolleeir most solemn vows, and profaners
of God’s house and day — we are not ashamed ohfpaé@parated in the most public manner
from them. If, on the other hand, the charge mdhas we were the cause of dispeace
because we held firmly to the Word of God and #® @onfession of Faith, we need not be
ashamed. | ask in all seriousness, why have thpl@edho composed the Free Church and
gloried in her standards, turned their backs upath the supreme and subordinate standards
of that Church? But, my dear friends, let us s®gstroy it not, for a blessing is in it.” It will

be the best legacy you can leave to your son oghtauat your death. You will leave with
them, unimpaired, the doctrines and order of warsket up by God in His Church.

(3) Let us now consider the duty of praying for eace of the Church. If we view her
peace externally, our field will include all theurdries in which the true Church exists. For
the peace of the Church depends, not only on umithe true faith among the people, but
also upon the wisdom and integrity with which tingélgovernments protect, encourage, and
support her. These remarks lead us to considgraties to be prayed for. First, kings and all
who are in authority. This is a duty laid upontak Lord’s people by His own authority. To
neglect it is to sin both against God and againstCGhurch: “l exhort, therefore, that,
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessioasd giving of thanks, be made for all men;
for kings, and for all that are in authority; thve¢é may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty, for this is good and acbépia the sight of God our Saviour.” We
ought to pray that God would give them knowledgd anderstanding, so that they might
rule in the fear of God, and that the sword put ihieir hand by Him might be a terror to euvil
doers, and for the praise of them that do well.

We are bound also to pray for all men. Our dutyni®, only to have the desire that all
men might be saved, but also to plead with the lbongrayer that all men should be brought
to the knowledge of the truth, that they may beedawhis entails on us the duty of declaring
the truth unto all whom we can reach with our vacgen. This is one of the chief benefits
accomplished by our Magazine; because it goes rfurther afield than our preaching. For
this cause, as well as the edification of our ceggtions at home, our ministers should
contribute sermons or lectures as often as theydcduuth, when accompanied by the
enlightening power of the Holy Spirit, bears dowis&€hood, error, and deception before it as
the light of the sun chases away darkness wheppias in the morning. Nothing but truth
can overcome men’s prejudices, ignorance, superstihatred of God, and of each other. It
is destined to accomplish a greater work in thigldvthan anything that has appeared yet.
Nations, yea, all nations, shall yet live in peand amity with one another, and shall vie with
one another for the advance of Christ’'s kingdom glody in all the world. Let us then pray:
“Thy kingdom come,” and then “the wolf shall thewall with the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and theugg lion and the fatling together; and a
little child shall lead them.” Nothing but the ad@bspel that men despise and call foolishness
in our day shall be the blessed means of accompijsguch a glorious change on the fierce,
destructive, and corrupt nature of men and natidhsrefore, our duty is to preach it, and to
pray that it should have free course into the sotildl men. Secondly, we are to pray for the
true Church of God, that peace may remain withimvwedls.

The Church is one family, and in a peaceable fathiéyauthority of the father ought to
be supreme. The authority of God, speaking in Him &/ord, must be the only rule of
obedience in the Church. Without this there camaopeace. If the children begin to rule and
to disobey, peace departs. So our duty is to gratywe ourselves, and all who are in Church
fellowship with us, may be enabled to walk in theth. The Apostle John in the Spirit
declares: “I rejoiced greatly that | found thy cinén walking in the truth, as we have
received a commandment from the Father.” This rhastur aim in our prayers and practice,
for otherwise we cannot expect peace. How can ag prThy will be done on earth as it is
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in heaven” — unless we unfeignedly desire to bedepiiby His revealed Will. This is
beautifully stated in our Shorter Catechism: “Therd/of God, which is contained in the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the ute to direct us how we may glorify
and enjoy Him.” Let us search for the rule of outydin everything in His Word, and when
we find His direction, let us faithfully adhereitoLet us have no will of our own, but let His
will be paramount. Our corrupt flesh cannot do,thist grace will enable us to attain to it.
Then we may expect peace in the Church over wihielHoly Ghost has made us overseers,
and we may expect also peace in our own soulslySilnis is worth praying and labouring
for.

Again, let us pray for and cultivate peace amongea&ues. We are commanded to love
one another as brethren: “Let brotherly love cardgii Brotherly love among men means
either the natural ties of family relationship,tbe love of God shed abroad in the hearts of
men by the Holy Spirit in regeneration and adoptibime first, in its wider sense, includes all
the human race, as the Apostle taught the Atheni@gw . . . . . hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of #ath.” Sin has made men hateful and hating
one another, and love in this sense perished dalihdhe offspring of one natural father are
called brethren. Natural love and peace may bewitatamong them; but since Cain slew
Abel, or since the fall of mankind in Adam, lovedgmeace in a family have been rare.

But the true followers of Christ are united to eather by stronger bonds than flesh and
blood. They are one spirit with Christ, that iseythhave the Holy Ghost dwelling in their
hearts. “The spirit of love and of power, and afcaund mind.” The love they have for God
and one another is nothing less than the love af €®d abroad in their hearts. This enables
them, not only to love their brethren in Christf biso to love their enemies and to pray for
them. The Word of God shows several motives fothandy love among the Lord’s people:

(1) That they have one Father: “Ye are all brethesrd one is your Father who is in
heaven.”

(2) The Holy Spirit that dwells in them is: “Theigpof love, and of power, and of a
sound mind.”

(3) The example of Christ: “Walk in love, as Chraso hath loved us, and given
Himself for us.” Again Christ's commandment to Hisciples: “A new commandment | give
unto you, that ye love one another; as | have loxed that ye also love one another.”

These spiritual endearments caused David to prayeimsalem and his brethren: “Peace
be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy pe¢s. For my brethren and companions’
sakes, | will now say, Peace be within thee. Beeafighe house of the Lord our God | will
seek thy good.” Let us pray for the peace of thar€inof God, and endeavour to maintain it,
for the same reasons.

lll. — The promise made to such as love the ChofdBod: “They shall prosper that love
thee.”

(1) This may not necessarily mean much worldly peogy; for you remember that
those who loved her in the past had to live in saaed dens of the earth, clothed in sheep
skins and goat skins. Christ did not promise Hik¥eers great prosperity in this world; but
on the contrary He foretold them that in the wathéy should have tribulation. So that
worldly prosperity is not the meaning of the proenis God’s people.

(2) They shall prosper spiritually in their effotts uphold abanner because of truth,
and they shall prosper in grace and in the knovdeafgour Lord Jesus Christ, in their own
souls. Adversity has had the effect of restorirgititernal peace of the Church, and reviving
the grace of love in the souls of the Lord’s peofleis was the effect of adversity on the
Jews who were carried captives to Babylon: “If igiet thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget her cunning. If | do not remember theepnhgttongue cleave to the roof of my mouth;
if | prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.” Sytbat was a prosperous condition. We are
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told that once the demolished temple and city afisedem were the objects of their thoughts
night and day: “For thy servants take pleasureeingtones, and favour the dust thereof.” Is it
not true to-day, as well as then, that, when ther€@hof God is brought low by the heathen,
and the Lord’s people oppressed, their love tootlnances of the Gospel in their primitive

purity and to one another is rekindled? Was it thet case in our own midst sixteen years
ago? Did we not feel in our own souls that the ggsaaf the Spirit had been revived, and that,
in the midst of all our adversity, our love for tiéord of God, for all the ordinances of the

Gospel, and for one another increased? Have wenogpered beyond any thing that we
could have expected then? The Lord has tried us and again with sore adversity since, but
He has enabled us to hold fast the form of soundisvd_et us conclude at this time by the
confession: “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, bato thy name give glory, for thy mercy,

and for thy truth’s sake.”
[September 1909]
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