A Sermon.

By theREv. D. MACFARLANE, Dingwall.

Preached to his Congregation in the Free Preshpté&hurch there,
on Sabbath, 22nd March, 1908.

(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“But in the last days it shall come to pass; tiet tmountain of the house of the Lord shall
be established in the top of the mountains, ansh#ll be exalted above the hills; and
people shall flow into it. And many nations shadihee, and say, Come, and let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, and to the house of tloel Gf Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the lawaitgo forth of Zion, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem” — Micah 4:1,2.

The preceding chapter closes with a gloomy viewthed Church. Zion was to be
ploughed as a field; Jerusalem was to becheaps; and the mountain of the house as the
high places of the forest. There was to be a disnlaand the prophet tells the procuring
cause of this desolation, namely, the sins of #@pfe, and the sin of idolatry in particular.
The priests and the princes — the leaders of tbhplpe- led them astray and made them to
err. It is observable that in every time of deciensn the Church, the evil begins with the
teachers, whether they be prophets or priests.a&ral rule the practice of the people will be
according to the teaching they receive; and hezeteéaching and the practice were sinful.
But the Lord threatened the people for their samg] He threatened in particular the leaders
of the people. The people were to be deprived effsser prophets. “Therefore night shall be
unto you, that ye shall not have a vision: andnhtlisbe dark unto you, that ye shall not
divine: and the sun shall go down over the propheatsl the day shall be dark over them.
Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the divinafsunded: yea, they shall all cover their
lips, for there is no answer of God.”

The leaders of the people professed to build um,Zbwt it was in the wrong way — it
was by blood, by persecuting to death those wholdvoat comply with their own corrupt
teaching. This is always the case when there iseatdorsaking of the faith, and those
persecuted are God’s people. Such are persecutadideethey will not turn from the truth
to believe a lie. It is no new thing. History reted@self. It was the case in the days of
Micah, and for the sake of these false teachers Xias to be ploughed, Jerusalem to
become heaps, and the mountain of the house &sginglaces of the forest.

But is not God to have a Church in the world? ® ibecome extinct? No. Although He
punishes people for their sins, and although ther€his brought low because of them, yet
the Lord will have a Church on the earth. He dgs&tdathe old world, and swept off from the
face of the earth the workers of iniquity — almabtthat generation except eight persons —
but He provided for His Church; He raised up Zigaia. The chapter in which we have our
text begins with a “But,” indicating that bettelirigs were to take place. In endeavouring to
speak from these words, as the Lord may enablel sieall direct your attention to three
things: —

|. — The Church as it is spoken of here — as thentan of the house of the Lord.
Il.— The promise concerning the Church.
lll. — The means to accomplish the promise.

|. — The Church is spoken of here under the eml@d&mmountain. You know it was on
a mountain that the temple was built by SolomoneuM Zion; and not only that, the Old
Testament Church is sometimes called in Scriptureantain. The New Testament Church
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is also socalled, as you find the Apostle Paul saying in el 12:18, “For ye are not
come unto the mount that might be touched, . but ye are come unto Mount Zion.” Now
this term “mountain,” as applied to the Church @idGis suggestive of several things.

It suggests, first, to our mind the ideacogation. A mountain is the work of God. Man
can do many things, but he cannot create a mourti@rcannot create even the least atom
of matter. When you see a house, you know thatag twilt by man; but when you see a
mountain you say instinctively, within yourself,iE is the work of God,” though there are
indeed many who deny God Himself; and when theyase®untain, never think of it as the
work of God. Well, as a mountain is part of theatien of God, so is the Church, whether
we take the Church to mean the members of the Gharthe outward organization thereof,
the means of grace, and the ordinances of God'sehoWwe find believers themselves
acknowledging this: “We are his workmanship, crdas@mew in Christ Jesus unto good
works.” Believers, then, who are true members @f @hurch, are created by God, who
created the whole world. Man cannot change himgeH saving way: that ithe work of
God. And God creates them anew in Christ Jesushbyeffectual working of His Spirit
through the Word. Christ taught the necessity of thange to Nicodemus: “Verily, verily, |
say unto thee, except a man be born again, he tameothe kingdom of God.” As a
mountain is the creation of God, so are the meégsaze and the ordinances of His house.
They are not the invention of man, but they havenbdivinely appointed, and they are, we
may say, His creation, for before He institutedniththey had no existence. God gave
existence to them, and set them up in His Churadld, such things as have no divine
authority — the inventions of men — do not beloaghe Church of God at all. People are
better without them, and they should have no pila¢ke worship of God.

The second idea suggested by a mountastalslity and durability. A mountain is a
stable, firm, and lasting thing, and so we readlod everlasting hills.” Not that any hills are,
in the absolute sense, everlasting, but, relatjviblgy stand firm and sure from the creation
till this earth shall be destroyed. In the midstbfthe changes that have taken place during
past ages, there is no change on the mountainsy Nmerations have passed from time to
eternity, but the present generation looks at #ry game mountains and hills that the first
generation in the world saw. The Church, howewemaore stable than the “everlasting hills;”
for “the mountains shall depart and the hills shalremoved,” but the Church built on the
Rock Christ shall not be overthrown or removed. Tendation of the Church was laid in
the divine purpose before the foundation of theldyoand it is more durable than the
mountains. Notwithstanding all the efforts madesbgmies to throw it off its foundation, the
Church is still in the world, and that is a greatnaer; but all the works of God are works of
wonder. Satan and all his hosts are unable to lansvtthe Church of God: “the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” No man ever thoughgoing to Ben Wyvis with the intention of
throwing it off its foundations; it would be madseto think of such a thing, for it is
impossible; and yet many try to put their shoulderthe Church of God to overthrow it, but
even the gates of hell cannot prevail againsthisTs an encouragement to God’s people in
all ages: the Church cannot be overthrown by theepmf enemies, however strong and
however numerous they may be. Greater is he thaitisthe Church than all they that be
against it. This is as true today as it was ingast, and we ought to derive comfort from it, if
we take upon ourselves the burden of Christ's gaars we cannot but take that burden upon
us, because God laid it on our shoulders and we dat throw it off till He takes it off
Himself, and that may not be long in the case aiesdf saved, it would be better to be taken
away from this burden in an evil age. | was at ime so concerned about the declension of
the Church, and the evils that were coming in upen that | was desirous, if prepared, that
God would take me home; but | was rebuked for thad, was made to see that such a desire
was selfish, and arose from a desire for self-pvase®n, and not from a desire for His glory;
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and from that day | have been endeavouring to“3ény, will be done.” | would not like to go
from the midst of trouble to the rest of heaveneheto escape my share of the afflictions of
the Church.

Another idea suggested by the term mountainyissility. The Church is a visible
institution. Many lesser objects may escape yoawwvhen travelling through the country,
but you cannot avoid seeing a mountain, if you hayes to see. The Church is like a
mountain that rises high and must be seen; andnsistGays to His disciples that they are
like a city built upon a hill that cannot be hidhd Church means both God’s people and
those institutions which he has set up in it. Thera Church that claims visibility, but it is
not like a city set upon a hill, for they do mosttleeir work in secret, and that is a bad sign.
There is nothing in the Church of God that requicele hid. Everything in it stands the light
of day; and everything in a Church that cannotdtte light of day belongs to the works of
darkness. Remember this, my friends. For instandbge Ritualistic section of the Protestant
Church of England there are seven secret societiesthey try to hide everything they do
from the sight of the world, and especially fronotestants. Why is that? Ah, my friends, it is
because they do not belong to the visible ChurcBad. The true Church of God can stand
the gaze of enemies as well as of friends; it ¢andsthe light of day; it has nothing to hide:
but a church that has many things to hide beloatieer to the kingdom of darkness than to
the true Church of God.

But although a mountain is visible, as a rule, s@hetimes it is made invisible by mist,
and under that cloud of mist it is out of sight &éotime, so that no creature can see it. And so
it has sometimes been with the Church. It has sametbeen covered from view by the mist
of error, and error has its degrees in the Churdt ps natural mist has its degrees.
Sometimes only the top of the mountain is coverdth wist, while the rest of it is quite
visible. At other times the mist may descend hafpvdown the mountain. But occasionally
you find the entire mountain covered with mist fréop to base, so that it is entirely hid from
view. So it is with the Church. For more than oheusand years before the glorious
Reformation of the sixteenth century the Church e@msered from the very top to the bottom
with the mist of error, and no mist is so injuricusd so dangerous as the mist of error. You
may walk many miles in a natural mist and be nahhe worse for it, but not so in the mist
of error. It is hurtful and destructive to a higagiee, and many have lost their souls in it.
During that long period the light of the Bible wast seen. There was no such thing as family
worship, or reading the Bible, at least in the ChuiMhat, then? Fables and traditions of the
elders, with superstitions of the heathen and Jew&emonies, made up all the teaching
given during that long period to immortal souls. &ihthe Reformers began to teach the
people from the Bible the priests denounced themhegtics, and charged them with
introducing innovations into the Church. What daiybink of such false teachers of the
people? Yet today we see foolish people going Withstream — the stream that is flowing
towards the dark ages again — and there are verydevarn them. Paul says “Preach the
word,” and if we do not preach the Scriptures te people, we have nothing else to give
them; but these priests said that it was the dewilbrk to teach the people from the
Scriptures, and instead of preaching Christ andaltbgaing sacrifice and forgiveness through
His blood, they sent agents through the differentntries of Europe with indulgences and
promises to the people that, if they paid so madtheir sins would be forgiven — not only
their past sins but their future sins — and theyewgomised God would not punish them!
Was it not a fearful thing to be selling such tlsBg/Vell, instead of this the gospel began to
be preached; and as when the wind blows, the mistring the mountains is dispelled, so
when the Holy Spirit blew upon the Church, througls own Word, the mist of error
vanished away. Ah, my friends, what a blessing caméhe countries of Europe at the
Reformation when that mist was dispelled! Theraathing that can dispel the lie but the
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truth. Though the mist covered the Church for sayngears, yet the Church was not extinct.
There still was a remnant in France, in SwitzerJaartl in other parts of the world. There
was a witness for God left on the earth. When th& manishes, the same old mountain
appears again, and so when the mist of error waselieéd the Church reappeared in all its
beauty.

Alas, that in our own day the mist should be comdown heavily upon the mountain of
the house of the Lord. | am not going to say myabnuthis, but is the mist not coming down
when in the Protestant Church of England theré9#&@0 “priests” celebrating mass, hearing
confession, and teaching all manner of Romish dwg? Again, Mr. Walter Walsh, author
of “The Secret History of the Oxford Movement,” weearched into the matter, assures us
that of the 300 clergymen in the Scottish Episcdpalirch, no fewer than 25h 1894] are
Romanisers; and the way he came to know this watshih found their names as members of
Romanising secret societies! The late Bishop of ylrgand the Isles, who lived at
Ballachulish, was a member of a Romanising socaety, yet he pretended to be a Protestant.
The way in which these Ritualists introduce the snfleey do not call it mass) is a very
cunning one. They changed the hour of the commuin@mn the evening to the morning, as
they knew people would not be fasting in the evgrirand mass must be celebrated fasting.
| have seen myself, in passing through the couraing even in the Highlands, a placard,
“Holy Communion at 8 o’clock a.m.”, placed outsitlee doors of Scottish Episcopal
Churches. Whenever | see that, | say to myselfatThsuspicious: | suspect that Church is a
Roman Catholic Church:” and | judge from the wagyttare going on in England. That is
how they introduced the mass into the English Ohukt the mass they profess to offer up
Christ as a sacrifice, not only for the living, lal$o for the dead; that is, they profess to bring
the dead out of purgatory — but, as there is nd glace, they must mean hell, and they
cannot take them out of hell. Now, | wish to im@ékis upon you, as | may not have the
opportunity of warning you much longer. The intentiof the Ritualists is to have the
Protestant Churches united with the Romish Chuwanld, so to bring these under the Papacy
again. That is the aim. Take warning, my frientig, day may come, and little children here
today may see it, if they live to be 40 years of,ay even less, when people will be put to
death if they refuse to burn their Bibles, or iéytrefuse to kneel down before the image of
the Virgin Mary to worship her. We are fast hurgyion to this. The King on the throne
encourages it, and the Queen is an idolatressh&heve are told, images of the Virgin Mary
and other saints in her room, and once a yeagaat,Ishe goes to make confession to a priest.
Ah, my friends, that is what it has come to. Atkegavarning.

Another idea suggested by a mountairhaght. The mountain is the highest part of the
earth. God, in His infinite wisdom, saw it proper,creating the world, that all the earth
should not be of the same level. He ordained tbatesparts of the earth should be higher
than other parts, and so He made hillocks and lhigjeer than the plains, and mountains the
highest of all. The Church, then, is the highest amost glorious institution that God has set
up in the world. He has set up kingdoms and otbergps, but the Church is above them all. |
do not mean that in civil matters the Church is twtobey the civil magistrate, but in
religious matters the Church is the highest instituin the world. The Church and the State
have co-ordinate jurisdictions; the one is notroreach on the other. The Roman Catholic
Church, so far as they can carry that out, say tiey are not subject to the law of the
kingdom; that is, if a priest commits any crime, ¢laims the right of exemption from
punishment. Is not that extraordinary? Well, tisahot the view we Protestants take of it. If a
minister breaks the law of the kingdom, he is todealt with according to the law of the
kingdom, and to be punished. We keep to the ruléad’s Word, while those who claim to
be the only true Church do not accept God’s Worthes rule at all.
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Well, from the top of the mountain a more extensiav can be had than from the other
parts of the earth. We see yearly a large numbeeople visiting the Highlands, who climb
the high hills to get a more extensive view. Whiaing, then, are to be had from the top of
the mountain of the house of the Lord? You canupeeards, downwards, and around you.

Looking upwards you can see to the third heaven; you can seemili@ vail; you can
see God; you can see on His right hand Christ tediddor, ever living to make intercession
for His people; you can see the holy angels; yousae the spirits of just men made perfect.
You can see all these from the top of this mountgou cannot see them from the plain
ground where the unconverted are. Lookiognwards, how far can you see?

You can see to the lowest hell. You can see theenkmy, Satan, there; you can see
fallen angels there; and you can see there thésspirwicked men that died. You can see
them there in hell. John Bunyan had a sight of, telt you also may have a sight of hell if
you come to the top of the mountain of the houséhefLord. Then, lookinground you,
what do you see? You see the state of the humanimabeir sinful and lost condition; “for
all have sinned and come short of the glory of Gtids only in the Church you can see this
— in the Church where God has given us the rewsladi His Word. You remember that
David was tempted on a certain occasion to envyibked because of their prosperity, but
when he entered the sanctuary — or, in other wavden he ascended this mountain — he saw
that their end was destruction, and then he ceaseavy them.

These ideas, then, are suggested to us by the'teonmtain,” but as it would keep you
too long to take up the other heads, we must I¢hgm till the evening or some future

occasion, if the Lord will. May God bless His Word!
[April 1908]
(Continued)

When speaking from these words in the afternoosteeped at considering the height of
the mountain and the views to be seen from theotop Before leaving this point | may say
that one looking down from the top of this mountaiii see the things of this world very
small. Houses and castles, and other things thpaspd so big to him when standing on the
low ground, now appear to be very little indeedj amen who looked so great in the eyes of
their fellows now appear to be just like little iclien. As this is true naturally, so it is true
spiritually. Before conversion, and before ascegdims mountain of the house of the Lord,
the sinner looked upon this world as the greatasgtin existence; but now, being changed
himself by the Spirit of God, he views things i tight of eternity and in the light of God’s
Word, and, like Paul, he counts all things lossea,yhe reckons them as dung — compared
with the knowledge of Christ Jesus, his Lord. Befoonversion he sought his happiness in
the pleasures and amusements of this earth — lalgotos draw happiness from broken
cisterns which can hold no water; but now, beingrggy changed, he views the pleasures of
this life from the top of the mountain as nothirgmpared with the pleasures that the Holy
Spirit imparts to his soul — the joy that is undgade and full of glory. If you ask those who
seek happiness in amusements — “innocent amuséntieayscall the theatre, concerts, and
dances — why they do not give up such things, “Ahgy will say, “we shall be dull and
without happiness if we give up all our amuseméntsat is their answer. But the Christian
would not exchange his joy in the Lord for one matrfer all the pleasures derived by the
people of the world from their amusements. TherRisalsays —

“For in Thy courts one day excels
a thousand; rather in

My God’s house will | keep a door
than dwell in tents of sin.”
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| am not going to dwell upon this, but it gives pao my heart — knowing the things of
eternity and the preciousness of immortal soulsherwl see and read of young boys and
girls, and even their fathers and mothers, gointhéodance and to the theatre at our very
doors.

Il. — I now proceed to the second head, viz., tteegse concerning the Church, and you
will observe that this promise is twofold. It haspect

(1) to what God promises to do concerning the Ghitself, and
(2) concerning the flowing of people and natiorts ithe Church.

(1) Well, the promise as it relates to the Chutsali is this — “It shall be established on
the top of the mountains and exalted above the,héind this was to take place “in the last
days.” Though God had a Church in the world dutimg Old Testament dispensation, yet it
was not so established as not to give place tourdBhn a new form, for you remember that
the Apostle Paul quoted from Old Testament prophetywill shake not the earth only, but
the heavens also. Here the earth means the pbstat, and the heavens the ecclesiastical
state; and Paul quotes this Scripture as an argumiey the old dispensation should pass
away to give place to the new. The Church stateutiee old economy was changed, but the
Church state under the new is established in sualayathat it shall never be moved till
Christ comes to shake the heavens and the earth,tanudge the world. This was
accomplished when the canon of Scripture was cdeghleand when the doctrines of the
Church were fixed and the mode of worship settbedthat the state of the Church now, with
regard to doctrine and mode of worship, is the best can be on this side of glory. People
who desire change in these matters ought to gied geed to this.

The Apostle Paul, in the same epistle to the Hebréwings forward another argument in
the seventh chapter. “The law,” that is, the cem@aldaw, “made nothing perfect, but the
bringing in of a better hope did.” That is, the @elsmade things perfect. Perfection came not
by the Levitical priesthood, but perfection cametty Priesthood of Christ. The sacrifice He
offered up was perfect; the satisfaction He remtiécedivine justice was perfect; and the
mode of worship He has appointed in the New Testarfiaurch is so perfect that it is
finally fixed, established, and can never be remdawegive place to a third dispensation. It is
remarkable that any changes that are made by people way of worship are backward
movement. The change from the Old Testament td\he Testament was a forward one.
Why is it that, when people make any change atitalh, a change for the worse? Ah! just
because it is impossible to improve upon the mddearship and doctrine appointed by
Christ, and any move from that must necessarila Ibetrograde and not a progressive one.
People ought to have their eyes opened. It is tie@eed that this generation is blindfolded.
They shut their eyes willingly, and do not try tonk of spiritual things at all according to
Scripture. They act like children. When changespaoposed people ought to ask themselves
if what is proposed is a new thing, and if it ewxisted in the world before? If people
exercised their reason and knowledge in this way thiould find that the so-called “new”
ideas are nothing but a backward movement to maddsdoctrines that existed during a
previous dispensation which is abolished. Christ aoly gives His people a spiritual
understanding, but even in natural things God'gfeare more intelligent than those that are
still in a state of nature.

Well, then, it was promised that the Church shdddrooted in the earth, and fixed in
regard to doctrine and mode of worship. It wasdabtablished on the top of the mountains
and exalted above the hills. Not on the top of moeintain, as it was of old — on Mount Zion
— but in Gospel times the Church was to be estaadi®n the top of all the mountains of the
earth and exalted above all the hills. Mountaing laifis are here spoken of figuratively. As
mountains are greater than hills, so mountains merg mean kingdoms; and this means, as
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far as we understand it, that the kingdoms of tleeldvshall give its proper place to the
kingdom of Christ. Instead of lifting their headsoae it and despising it, they now submit
themselves willingly to the government of Christdagive the highest place in their minds to
the cause of Christ. Oh, what a glorious day! Thithe promise, then, and faithful is He that
promised, who also will perform. The promise is@bte. It does not say, “It may be,” or “It
will be on such and such conditions.” No; there @moeconditions or qualifications. It is an
absolute promise, and as sure as God gave the sgpihshall be fulfilled. The Church of
Christ shall be acknowledged by all the kingdomstho$ world, and they will consider
themselves under the law of Christ and not abavEéhé great majority of the kingdoms of
the earth have raised their heads above the cd3erist, and despised it, and persecuted it;
but ah! in the last days (and we are, in a semgaglalready in the last days, which began
when Christ rose from the dead, and shall contiiilele comes again to judge the world)
the promise is to be fulfilled concerning the maimtof the house of the Lord. Christianity
will be embraced then not only by the mountaingkingdoms, but also by the hills, or all the
other parts of the earth. All the kingdoms of therlel shall be made the kingdoms of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

The prophet Micah had to deliver this comfortingssege at a time when it was much
needed. When the mountain of the house of the la@sl a ploughed field and made heaps
and a desolation, Micah was commissioned by Gabkttare this message, and we declare it
at second hand. It is not the less divine, it is afoless authority because we deliver it at
second hand. It is the truth of God that never ghan The promise was far from being
accomplished in the time of the prophet Micah, afidough it is partially fulfilled in our
day, yet it is far from being completely fulfillebut it is our privilege to declare it; and it is
indeed a consolation to ourselves that there ik aygromise in the Scriptures. As mountains
may represent kingdoms, hills, which are less thaountains, may represent smaller
communities, such as the inhabitants of our largesc It cannot yet be said that there is a
city in the world of which all the inhabitants hasebmitted to Christ and His government,
and have given the place to His cause that it otmyhave in their hearts. No doubt there are
kingdoms and cities th@rofess to submit themselves to Christ's government, amel @f our
large cities,i.e., Glasgow, adopted as its municipal motto, “Letsglow flourish by the
preaching of the Word;” and Glasgow did flourishutBiow there is a change, and what do
you think of the action of the Glasgow magistrat@$fey held a meeting concerning the
motto of their city, when it was proposed, puthe vote, and carried, that part of the motto
should in future be dropped. That part was “by pineaching of the Word”; so that the
official motto is now the bare “Let Glasgow flounls Ah! those councillors were very
foolish, because, apart from God’s word, Glasgowl wot flourish. This kingdom is
nominally a Christian kingdom, but are we not cagnaigain under the mist of error to which
| referred in the earlier part of the day? Ah, migrids, those magistrates of Glasgow who
dropped that part of the motto are the enemieshois€ and Glasgow cannot prosper while
they are opposing Him. There is the promise of lifésand that which is to come given to
godliness, and when people put off godliness tiemo promise of prosperity. If you are
made godly by God Himself, and cast all your canesn Him for everything you require
during your time in this world, depend upon it yoili never lack; but those who cast off the
fear and authority of God make themselves liablédodeprived of the temporal blessings
they need during their time in this world. “Godlaseis profitable in all things, having the
promise of this life and that which is to come.”

(2) The next part of the promise is the coming @e and nations into the Church. It
begins thus: — “The people shall flow into it,"dathen “many nations shall come.” That is
the order. People first — perhaps the people of rai®mn — and then many nations, till all
nations of the world shall flow into the Church.tByou say, “It is far from being so in this
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age, though the Gospel has been preached for neaslyhousand years now.” Ah! but |
have already pointed out that the promise was atessahd sure, and God will fulfil His own
Word in His own time. But this is our time; we grassing on swiftly to eternity, and it is
now that God is dealing with us with His GospelwnBe is inviting us into His Church.
Well, the manner they come is that tHeyw, and this implies that they cormellingly. Not
that by nature they are willing to come into theu@im or to accept of Christ, but they shall
be made willing in the day of God’s power, as Das&ys, “A willing people in Thy day of
power shall come to Thee.” None are willing by maturhose taught of God found out that
they would require to have their will renewed adlhaes their mind enlightened. An ancient
heresy has been revived in our age — that manllisigvio repent and to believe in Christ.
One of these free-willers was arguing with me oa $lubject, and holding that man had
perfect power of will to receive Christ, but | adkkeim how it was that although ministers
were preaching the Gospel and pressing their feimners to believe in Christ, yet there are
so few that do believe, and, of course, he coutdanewer. One argument these people have
is that if you deny freewill, you discourage ther@r to make any effort to be saved. But
there are duties enjoined by God which do not ntkanman is able by nature to obey any of
the commands of God. We are commanded in Scriptuneake us a new heart. Can we do
that? No; but God means that we should go to Hiiniselork in us the new heart we need.
The free-willers do not understand the Word of Godll. They twist Scripture to their own
destruction. They ask, “Would God command so mautied if man were unable to obey?”
But though man, by sin, lost his ability to obeyredy that does not mean that God lost His
right to demand obedience! That is the manner irchvthe subject should be understood. A
bankrupt cannot pay his creditors, but surely thas not mean that the demands of his
creditors are unjust.

Well, the nations shall come willingly into the Ghbh, and it is very likely that during the
millennium this shall be fulfilled with respect &l the nations of the world. Comparatively
few nations of the earth have received Christ lyet,during the millennium it will probably
be true that all kings and queens of the earth sleasubmissive to Him. With the probable
exception of one sovereign, as far as we knowgtigenot a godly king or a godly queen in
the world today, and the noble exception, we tigsgustavus of Sweden. Read his speech to
his subjects. Ah! how different from the speechéshe other sovereigns and rulers of
Europe, and how different from the speeches ofovun king! Indeed, it ought to put us to
shame to read such a speech that contains so nidich glorious Gospel. | think everyone
should read that speech, and preserve it as a nambrthat king. It is to be found in a
recent issue of thEnglish Churchman or theProtestant Observer. It is more like a sermon
from the pulpit by a Gospel minister than a spefeacim the throne by an earthly sovereign.
Long may the Christian king of Sweden live!

There is only one mountain spoken of here, andllasadons shall flow into this one
mountain, there shall only be one Church. Now, peag of many Churches. What has been
the cause of so many denominations existing inwbdd? Just a departure from the one
doctrine and mode of worship which God set up athedhere are now many branches of
the Christian Church, and so far as these adheafeetéundamental doctrines of the Gospel,
they are to be recognised as such; but there hee btanches that, although holding by some
doctrines about the person of Christ, and eventabisusacrifice, yet by their own inventions
they overthrow these doctrines, and such cannatbed branches of the visible Church. If
there be anything of the Word of God in such Cheschihere may be individual Christians
there; but so far as a testimony for the truthoscerned, we are assured by those who have
made enquiry into the state of matters that, fangxle, the Episcopal Church of Scotland
cannot be regarded as a branch of the visible Ghared yet we see people flocking to that
Church.
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We feel as Micah did in his own day. He had toifyestgainst error, against the priests
and the princes and the leaders of the people wdre Weading them astray. There is much
need in our day of warning people against errao ihot see many being brought to Christ
through my ministry, but | think | recognise thageat part of the work God has assigned to
me is to warn people of the dangerous tendencyhisf dge towards error in religion. |
endeavour to show you the way of salvation, batel fmpelled to speak of the mist of error
that is coming down upon us, not from any ill-wdwards my fellow-creatures, but because
of my love to God, to His truth, and to His caumseg of my desire that His kingdom should
be advanced, and that the kingdom of Satan shauttebtroyed. For these reasons | speak so
often of these errors.

When you go home you would do well to read the whadlthe prophecy of Micah. It is
not long, having but seven chapters, and on Sabhgtit you will not be long in reading
them. You will see how great are his denunciatioinbose things that destroy souls and that
make desolate the Church of God, and then howrhs tound to comfort the people of God
by telling them what great things God is to do lfas Church in the last days. The people
flow into it like water. You do not need to ask emto flow; it flows naturally and of its own
accord quite freely, and this will be the case wtienSpirit is poured out from on high, and
when the Gospel is preached: sinners will be maitlmgy nations will be made willing, in
the day of His power. A nation shall be born in alag! We would rejoice over one sinner
repenting; yea, there is joy in heaven over oneesithat repenteth. But what joy will that be
when a whole nation shall be born in one day? Ny do they come willingly, but they
exhort one another, saying, “Come, let us go ufn¢omountain of the house of the Lord.” It
is not of individuals merely, but of nations, thais is spoken. The nations will be exhorting
one another. Britain will be exhorting France, femamwill be exhorting Italy, Italy will be
exhorting Spain, and so on from one kingdom to laeotNo kingdom will refuse to comply
with the exhortation. Ah, what a glorious day! Tiegromised, and the promise is sure, for
God is faithful. We shall not see it, my friendsit In the midst of many discouragements we
rejoice to proclaim this message in your ears.

We are told the object for which they come to theuntain of the house of the Lord.
They come for instruction, and that not about thiegs of this life, but regarding the things
of eternity — the things that belong to their peat#en the sinner is awakened he begins
anew to attend the means of grace. He went befrause others went, not because he felt
his need; but when awakened he goes to churchédirst time for instruction. Now his ears
are open he will not lose a word of what he hdagsyatches all the time to see if there is any
hope for such a sinner as he is. Well, my friemtdsjll not be one here and there throughout
a kingdom of which this will be true, but it willebtrue of whole nations that they come for
instruction. And who is the teacher? It is God. Not that there will be men employed as His
instruments. Ministers were never so numerous &g \thll be when this promise is fulfilled
— “And they shall all be taught of God.” It is nbkely that there will be even one
unconverted minister throughout the world during thillennium. And what is our warrant
for that? Read the thirteenth chapter of Zechaadlout the man that was asked to act as a
minister. He replies, “I am not a minister. | am @mconverted man. | will not take upon
myself to preach. | am no prophet; | am a husbamdia our day hundreds of unconverted
men boldly come forward to the ministry, while teoshom God Himself has chosen are
often afraid to come forward to that holy officeinidters are earthen vessels. It is God alone
who supports them. The Psalmist says, “Were itmatt | believed to see the goodness of the
Lord, | would have fainted.” Ministers are weakrthan vessels, but when God speaks
through them they are like the box that contaimeddintment with which Mary anointed the
head of Jesus. When it was broken “the house Wed With the odour of the ointment,” and
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it is when God’s messengers are broken in heattttlgasavour of the Gospel flows forth
from the pulpit.

We will now observe the purpose for which they seekruction. What do they purpose
to do? They purpose, if God will teach them of Ways, through grace, to obey Him. “He
will teach us of his ways and we will walk in hiatps.” What a fine congregation that will
be! How desirable for a minister to be ordainedrasiech a congregation! He would be a
happy man. He would find it easy to preach, andvbeld be supported by their prayers. If
the fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth maokv much more the prayers of hundreds
and thousands of God'’s praying people!

lll. — The third thing in our text is the meansatccomplish the promise; and what are the
means? It is the gospel. “The law shall go forthZadn and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem.” This prophecy looked forward to Newtde®nt times, and to the times in
which the gospel was to go forth among all theametiafter the middle wall of partition had
been broken down by the death of Christ. It bedalemusalem, but it did not stop there. The
field was the world: “Go you into all the world amdeach the gospel to every creature.”
“Make disciples,” Christ said, “of all nations, t#ang them to observe all things whatsoever
| have commanded you.” So that Christ's commandmest to be the rule of preaching and
the rule of obedience; and what was not done iordemce with that rule was not acceptable
to God. Nothing should be done in the worship ofilGoat is not in accordance with that
rule. At the time of the Reformation there were gnafforts made to put down that glorious
movement by the enemies of the gospel. Among theshame great man, called Dr. Eck. At
a Council the Protestants were required to makevhrbeir views and the doctrines which
they professed, and so they formulated a kind aff€ssion of Faith. There were many
Roman Catholic dukes and princes present, andetlding of this Confession had such an
effect upon them that they confessed they wouldhagt missed being present for anything
in the world. One young prince, the Prince of Bajamet Dr. Eck after the meeting and
asked him: “Can you now confute the doctrines doeth in that Confession?” Dr. Eck
answered: “According to the scriptures, no; butoading to the Fathers and the Councils,
yes!” “Oh,” said the Duke, “I now see where we stamthe Church of Rome: the Lutherans
arein the Scriptures, but we aoet of the Scriptures.” And the Duke left the ChuréiRome
and left Dr. Eck. Many more of the leading prin@esl dukes of Germany also left the
Church of Rome and joined the Reformation, aftefingaheard that Confession read at the
Council.

The Gospel, then, is the means for the accomptishfnthe promise. The Word of the
Lord — this book, the Bible — is the means. Ithis preaching of the Gospel that the Spirit of
God blesses. The Word, of itself, cannot changesamer, but it is the means in the hands of
the Holy Spirit. It has this power, and so the Ajmsays “It is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth.” It is maatfectual by the Spirit in convincing and
converting sinners, and in building up believersha faith. Ah, my friends, let us prize this
Book — the Bible. There is great enmity against Bitde in our day, but it is the powerful
means by which the kingdom of Satan is destroyetithe kingdom of Christ is advanced,
and hence the enmity and hatred of Satan to tlesédeWord of God. If he had his way there
would not be a Bible in the world, and as he ipiatshe cannot destroy the Bible, so he uses
as instruments men who can handle material thengs,he keeps the Bible from the people,
or tears it in pieces, or destroys it in every \laycan. Satan is afraid of the Bible. Ah, then,
my friends, if you got any good from the Bible, éagood care of it. When you find it in
leaves you ought to bind it up. Why? Ah, it was theans of bringing you to see your need
of Christ, and of leading you to the Saviour. Algk®& good use of your Bibles. If you seek
for salvation in the Bible, do not say “There ishmape.” It is the means of salvation. Read in
it the threatenings against sinners that are utigetaw, that you may be convinced of your
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sins. When you have got that length, do not despairthere is mercy in God. That mercy
flows to sinners through the blood of His Son, aadong as the invitation of the Gospel is to
you, do not despair. Ah, is there even one pookisany congregation brought to conviction
of sin, brought to cry to God for mercy? After pebag to you for some years now, is my
labour in vain? If you find out your miserable cdimh do not despair; remember there is
mercy in God for the chief of sinners.

The glorious subject we have been consideringllsofuhope, and warrants us to sing

with the Psalmist; —

[June 1908]

His name for ever shall endure;
Last like the sun it shall:

Men shall be bless’d in him, and bless’d
All nations shall him call.

Now blessed be the Lord our God,
The God of Israel,

For he alone doth wondrous works,
In glory that excel.

And blessed be his glorious name
To all eternity
The whole earth let his glory fill.
Amen, so let it be.”
Psalm 72:17-19.

Notes of a Sermon.

By the lateRev. LACHLAN M‘PHERSON East Williams,

Ontario, Canada.

[Rev. L. M'Pherson was one of the two ministers vphotested against the Union of the Churches in Caimatia75.]

Preached, 7th June, 1846.
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“As the apple tree among the trees of the woods say beloved among the sons. | sat down
under his shadow with great delight, and his fias sweet to my taste” — Song of Solomon 2:3.

These words are spoken by the spouse — the Churchemmendation of her beloved —
Christ. They set forth what He is compared withatller subjects, and what she found Him
to be to herself. She goes to the forest for aliside, where she finds one to her purpose.
Here were lofty cedars, tall and stately firs, andny others, excellent of their kind, but
among them was one superior to them all; this Wwasapple tree. It possessed attractions
which none of the others had. One might stand amdire the stateliness and beauty of the
others, but he would find them to be of little b him. They were too tall to afford him
that shade from the burning sun so grateful andesessary in those countries. Besides, they
bare no fruit on which he might feed. How delightfo one panting for breath under the
scorching rays of the summer sun to discover antahgstrees of the forest a lowly tree
spreading out her luxuriant boughs, forming a tliakopy which affords the most refreshing
shade, and bearing abundance of the most delialodisvholesome fruit. How readily would
he leave the tall and stately trees around andrreith joy to the lowly apple. Here he could
find sweet shade and sweet food, and the fruitesw him that he might sit down and pluck it
from the boughs which hung themselves on every sadéow that the most feeble might
enjoy it.

The angels are glorious and shining beings — exmelh themselves — but not to be
compared with Christ. He possesses an excellenahwione of them possess, and He is to
the Christian what these could not be. Angels sdHofty spirits, pure and holy as they are —
cannot afford the shade or the fruit which the sinmeeds. Christ, although Himself the Lord
of angels, yet humbled Himself so far as to become — a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. He was made a little lower than the elsgor the suffering of death. He stooped
so low as to meet our need, our wants. He tooknature upon Him, and thus brought
Himself to our level. He brought His salvation wiittour reach. He is, besides, meek and
lowly. Christ is also low in the eyes of the worddhd none know how to esteem Him but the
believer. To others He is as a root out of a dace) in whom there is no comeliness to the
carnal eye.

What could angels do for the soul when he feltlhbeden of sin, when pursued by the
curse of the law, and trembling on the brink of’h€ould angels save him from going down
to the pit? No. Although all their shoulders wereted into one they could not bear him up.
Neither can saints nor angels support the beligvéis trials in this world. Often does his
soul faint under the burden of trial from withindaftom without — from the devil, the world,
and the flesh. The sun beats hard upon him, ampauhis for breath and looks around him, but
there is none that can help. The tall cedars awering pines cannot afford him the shelter
and the nourishment and strength he needs. Christethren may try to comfort him. They
may endeavour to understand and explain his casestih he pants, he hungers, he doubts,
he fears, he cries, and mourns. None can do thi€bust. How joyful is he when he sits
down under the shadow of the apple tree and eatsnmeet fruit! Then, however highly the
Christian may think of the people of God, Chrisindhis estimation above them all. “As the
apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is rfoyéeé among the sons.”

The apple tree represents Christ in His mediatcharacter. It was planted by the Father
Himself. It came from heaven, and it fills heaven &arth. Christ was elected by the Father
and constituted by Him as Mediator. Christ as Midiaffords both fruit and shade to the
believing soul.

l. — Shade.
(1) Christ’s righteousness is the believer's cawgriBy nature he is exposed without
any covering to the pure eye of Jehovah, who camséhing in him but sin. His own filthy
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rags only render him more hateful to God. He carthatw them off. He is condemned.
Sinners cannot stand in the sight of God. His fesln justice, and truth would burn them like
a worm in the sun. Their being in God’s presenceld/@nnihilate them. Little do sinners
think that without holiness they could not endure sight of God. He would be to them a
consuming fire. He would not require to put forthyaeffort to destroy. They could not live
near Him. The bright shining of His glory would stdo them. O how sweet to the soul who
has seen his own nakedness before God, to sit demder the shade of Christ's
righteousness. Christ’s righteousness is a sheeltid believer from the wrath of God. The
believer is covered by this tree; he conceals Hinugeler it. His soul was once scorched and
parched. He had no peace — “There is no peach,sgiGod, to the wicked.” All his efforts
to help himself were of no avail. He could find st in his duties; however well performed
God was displeased with them. The covering wasnaroow to wrap himself in it, and the
bed too short to stretch himself thereon. All hghteousness was but filthy rags after all;
“filthy garments,” with which he could not standcapted before God (Zechariah 3:3). God’s
law was broken, and the sinner could never heabthach. While he wore this garment he
could never look up to God as his Father; guilt enaisn afraid. He would rather look in any
other direction than to God. He found that he washbn sin, conceived in sin. What joy
must the soul have felt when sitting down underghadow of the apple tree! It was said,
“Take away the filthy garments.” “Behold, | haveusad thine iniquity to pass from thee, and
| will clothe thee with change of raiment” (Zecltari3:4). How fair now does the soul appear
when clothed with Christ’s righteousness! God look®n him with delight. “He is well
pleased for his righteousness’ sake.” When Chaahd His spouse He found her a filthy
slave, clothed in rags, but still He loved her.w®oed her, and at length won her heart. She
then felt she was poor and naked, and unfit to appethe King’s court. Christ clothed her
with His own robe; He threw over her His skirt andvered her nakedness. Christ's
righteousness is a thick covering; not a ray of ‘&adath will ever pierce through it. It is a
garment that will never grow old. O, sinner, wilby not flee to the apple tree and hide
yourself under it? This Man — Christ — “shall beaas hiding place from the wind, and a
covert from the tempest; as rivers of water inyamace; as the shadow of a great rock in a
weary land” (Isaiah 32:2).

(2) Christ’'s love is a shade to cover the belieVele brought me to the banqueting
house, and his banner over me was love” (Song Biid)love is strong as death, and many
waters cannot quench, neither can the floods driovi®ong 8:6). All the floods that roared
against Christ and went over His soul could notafrdt — the floods of ungodly men, floods
from hell, and the floods of God’s wrath. “Who dhe¢parate us from the love of Christ?”
(Romans 8:35). His love is unchangeable, andsbigreat that it hides a multitude of sins (1
Peter 4:8). Yea, all their sins, which is a grealtitude. His love is always awake; it is an
everlasting love. Those whom He loved, He lovedbuhe end. Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for hisefrls. Christ spreads the wings of His love
over His people to shield them from the storm -stfms and dangers from heaven, earth, or
hell. O, believing Christian and mourning Christidhrist is spreading over you at this
moment the wings of His love. His love will comeWween you and all danger.

(3) His providence is a shield or covering with afhthe believer is shielded. Believers
seem sometimes as if Christ had no power on etdh. &le is the Ruler and Governor, and
none can injure His people. The heart of the kswmithe hand of the Lord (Proverbs 21:1).
Neither kings nor rulers can injure them or movaiast them without His permission. He
giveth His angels charge concerning them. His aegelmps round about them (Psalm
34:7). The minutest circumstances of their conditrothe world are ordered and adjusted by
Him, and He will make all things work together their good.
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They that fear the Lord shall want no good thinigey need never be alarmed at anything
which happens to them, let it be ever so advemee @il comes from Him, and He intends it
for some important good for them. How wretched nthsyy be who would make all things
depend on chance or accident! They are contindposed without a protecting hand to
accidents which they cannot foresee, and therefanmot control. Not so the believer; his
God is the Governor who notices and controls thstlthings as well as the greatest. At home
and abroad — on sea and on land — among frienasiong foes — in plenty or in poverty — in
prosperity and in adversity — in health and in seds — rejoicing or mourning — in life and in
death — He is with them and will keep them. Hehmirt Shepherd and will keep them from
harm. “Behold, he that keeps Israel slumbers nosle®ps.” The sun shall not smite them by
day nor the moon by night. The Lord is their keepé is their shade on their right hand.
The Lord shall preserve them from all evil: He spatserve their soul, etc. (Psalm 121). “As
the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so thd isoround about his people from
henceforth, even for ever” (Psalm 125). “When themy shall come in as a flood the Spirit
of the Lord shall lift up a standard against hinsajah 59 19). His providence rules over
them in spiritual things.

Il. — Fruit. “His fruit was sweet to my taste.” This tree ifutful tree, this that is spoken
of (Revelation 22:2), which yielded twelve kindsfafit, and twelve times in the year — every
month — summer and winter, in the time of dark dese as well as in the sunshine of
spiritual prosperity. There is on this tree frwt guit the believer at all seasons and on all
occasions. It is the tree of life, and all its fsuare life-giving fruits, wholesome fruits. Adam
shut the way upon himself and his posterity so ligatould not come at the tree of life. The
flaming sword guarded the way on every side; ihédr every way. But Christ opened it up
again. The sword of justice exhausted its fury upliam, and it no longer stands in the way.
Since Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, by Wtiteey and their posterity were poisoned,
all seek after forbidden fruit; the taste is cotagowith the first poisoned fruit, so that they
relish no other fruit but that which is deadly. YHeve to sit under the tree of death — the
reptile whose poisonous breath causes death tehallgo near it. Let us notice the fruit of
the Apple tree.

1. Mediator — God-man. This is a precious fruit to the souCirist. “For there is one
God, and one Mediator between God and men, theCGhaist Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). He is
the Mediator of the new covenant — the peacem&kee. who could lay His hand upon both
and reconcile them. As such He is God-man; Heaskimsman Redeemer. They are made
heirs of Christ and heirs of God. From Him theyefee that precious fruit of being brought
in relation to God — their nature exalted to a anigth the Divine nature. They are by this
means brought nearer to God than the angels —stiagygl nearer the throne in heaven than
they — they stand round about the throne — and tieye a song to sing peculiar to
themselves — it is salvation — a song which angais only sing in the way of sympathy.
Angels like to hear it sung, and try to sing witle redeemed, to strike in with them; but they
cannot sing it like them, they cannot sing it foemselves. In His mediatorial character
Christ unites the offices of prophet, priest, amijk These are sweet fruits to the believer: —

(1) Prophet: to enlighten him; all his knowledgght, and wisdom come from Him.
The spiritual illumination of his understandinghistis a precious fruit.

(2) Priest: to atone and intercede for him. “If angn sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous.”

(3) King: to subdue, govern, and defend him. Adlgl are precious fruits.

2. Pardon. This is, of course, flowing, as all others alsm, fom His mediatorial
character — sweet fruit this to the soul and th& fwhich he can relish. This is the first thing
which the awakened sinner feels he needs. O, hglwl javould it be for him to know that his
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sins are all forgiven! The believer is permitteda&e this fruit too. Let him not be afraid to
take it — it is freely given to him of God. Christthe propitiation for our sins (1 John 2:2).

3. Reconciliation, and peace with God. “Therefore, being justifigdfaith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rmal). O, how sweet to be at peace
with God to the soul in whom the arrows of the Adily have stuck fast; to the soul
continually pursued and haunted with the fear d¢if Kdarist is our peace. He made peace. He
is the Prince of peace. “Peace | leave with you, pagice | give unto you.” And being
reconciled and at peace with God, they are accephed persons and services. They are
always welcome to His presence — their prayerfi@aed and their suits granted.

4. Adoption. “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it aathyet appear what we
shall be: but we know, etc.” (1 John 3:2). Theylamaught into the family of God, and made
His sons and daughters, and consequently heirgs-d¢feGod and joint heirs of Jesus Christ.
They have the spirit of His Son; they have theitspiradoption whereby they cry, “Abba,
Father.” The spirit of bondage, of slavish featalsen away. They are not servants but sons —
the servant abideth not always in the house, “hatdon abideth ever.” Sweet privilege!
Which of you, my friends, can say, “Abba, FatheH&ve you the Spirit of the Son, or are
you afraid to say this? Very few there are who €ay“Abba, Father.”

5. Sanctification. Believers receive their sanctification from Chride is made of God
unto them sanctification (1 Corinthians 1:30). Tlaeg chosen in Him unto holiness — they,
being united to Him, derive it from Him as theiraldeof spiritual influence. All who are
implanted in Him become like Him. This makes thermaemfor the inheritance of saints in
light. This they need, and this is provided.

6. The Fruits of the Spirit. “From me is thy fruit found” (Hosea 14:8). Theage
peculiarly valuable, and sweet to the taste. Léebers but sit down under the apple tree and
then they may have their hearts’ desire of thent.them seek them from Christ and not in
themselves.

(1) Humility; how becoming and also how sweet te thhristian. There is no fruit
that grows on the tree more disagreeable to thédwban humility: the Christian is never
happy until he is humble. Christ was meek and lawlgpirit; He giveth grace to the humble.
How difficult to learn the lesson; but O, how swéle¢ fruit when once learned! To the
humble Christian nothing can come amiss; he is )hap@ll circumstances. How safe! “Be
not high-minded, but fear.”

(2) Godly sorrow: a valuable and sweet fruit to tieav creature. “They shall look
upon me, etc.” This fruit is excellent for cleargsiout the bad and unhealthy humours of the
soul.

(3) Repentance: He is exalted a Prince and a Sataogive repentance unto Israel
and remission of sins. The Christian often lamdnsshard heart, his obstinate will, his
impenitence; on this tree grows the cure; let hiome and sit down under it and eat
abundantly. In a word, all the fruits of the Spare here, for time would fail us if we should
speak of meekness, joy, peace, long-suffering,|leyests, love, faith, hope, perseverance,
holy zeal, goodness, temperance, etc. Come, tleemhp are weary and heavy laden, and
here you will find rest.

7. Afflictions. These are all sanctified afflictions — covenal@sbings these. “In the
world ye shall have tribulation.” All who stand aral the throne clothed in white with palms
in their hands “are they who have come out of gm@atlations.” Wherever they come from
— east, west, north, or south — this is commoméontall; none ever got there without tasting
this fruit. Medicines are needful; some bitter dr@pe often added to the sweetest cup. They
serve many good purposes, and are to the humblédyseat blessings and even sweet fruit;
they bring forth the peaceable fruits of righteasmin them that are exercised thereby
(Hebrews 12:11). Unconverted sinner, you have ciiffins too. Are you not conscious
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yourself that in bearing them you are alone? Yoteha comforter. They come to you as the
bitter fruit of sin without being qualified with ¢hvirtues of Christ’'s blood. To you they
possess no healing quality; instead of being meescithey are poisons — they do you no
good. If you die in your sins, they will prove taJe been only foretastes of anguish and
tribulation which shall have no end.

8. Promises of grace here and glory hereafter. These are delicious fruits. They remind
you of heaven. Like the grapes of Eshcol, theyfitterl to cheer you up with a view of what
grows on the other side Jordan — in the heavenha@a

These, then, are some of the apples which groviisrgbodly tree. In another place it is
said to yield twelve kinds of fruit, signifying na definite number but the great variety
which it affords; and it bears fruit at all seasaighe year, for the young, for the middle
aged, and for old people — for every age of theldyand for every state in which the
Christian may be.

lll. — “I sat down under his shadow with great giti” Christ's shade and fruit will not
benefit unless the soul come to them and sit ddviais implies the exercise of faith upon
Christ by the Christian. Observe the phraseologynplies that the soul is well pleased with
the shade and fruit it has found, which is furtagknowledged when she says, “His fruit was
sweet to my taste.” It was just such as she waittedreed with her taste. The fruit might be
good and yet not agreeable to the taste — a tagtebr imparted.

To sit down implies an intention to remain, whiefhen it is voluntary, shows that the
person who sits down is well pleased. Her sittiogydl implies resting; she had need of rest.
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavernadnd | will give you rest” (Matthew
11:28). Christ is as the shadow of a great rock weary land (Isaiah 32:2). The believing
soul who comes to Christ need never go away agmmay sit down — take up his abode —
under this tree. It will never fail. No winter widltrip it of its fruit or leaves; it bears at all
seasons. Whatever stage the believer arrives at heronly stays but to draw breath and
refresh himself. The sweetest repast is sometimasaly spread when the table is drawn
and he must leave. His loins are always girt asdstaff always in his hand as a pilgrim. He
eats his meals as it were with haste, and stan#iegs not allowed to sit down at all; this is
not his rest. But not so with regard to coming twi§ — once there he need never depatrt.
Nay, indeed, once in Christ and the believer nevare is separated from Him. He has found
a resting place not for a day, a month, or a yaarfor ever.

Unconverted sinners, let me call upon you to comé hide yourselves under this

Shadow, and eat of these fruits of the Tree of.Life
[July 1908]

A Sermon.

By theREev. JOHN R. MACKAY, M.A., Inverness,
Moderator of Synod.

Preached before the Synod of the Free Presbyt€tarch,
met at Inverness, on 7th July, 1908.

“From henceforth expecting till his enemies be maidefootstool” — Hebrews 10:13.

In drawing attention to this portion of God’s wowde shall consider: —

I. — The Person who is here presented to us aseteéixg till his enemies be made
his footstool.”
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Il. — The Enemies who are thus to be treated; and
[ll. — What is implied in this Person’s “expectiig.

I. — The Person who is here brought before us mgeing till his enemies be made his
footstool,” is evidently none other than the Etér8an of God, who is Himself God. This
epistle to the Hebrews is remarkably rich in givexgression to Christ’'s essential glory. He
is the Son, who is the Heir of all things, by wh@ud created the worlds, the brightness of
His glory, the express image of His Person, to whaasity the Father bears witness in the
forty-fifth Psalm, where He addresses Him as “Gelpse throne is for ever and ever;” and
in the hundred and second Psalm, where He speakéradt as the Creator of heaven and
earth. In, however, contemplating Christ as Heraight before us in the words of our text,
we must regard Him not merely in what He is inwertof His essential nature, but also in
regard of what He became in assuming a nature wha not His from all eternity. For
when, in the fulness of time, God sent forth Hisnd8on made of a woman, made under the
law, that Son so laid hold of the seed of Abrahanoahave taken up our nature into His own
Person; and thus there enters into His self-consoess, into His Personality, a divine
consciousness, and also a human consciousnes$ldois God and man in two distinct
natures, and one Person.” He is the God-man who“agpects till all his enemies be made
his footstool.” In this connection, it is all-imgant that we should be impressed with the
honour and dignity which it has pleased God in iy to confer upon our, (that is human),
nature. God at the beginning created man in His onage, and when man thus created
dishonoured God and His law, man might justly hiagen left to occupy the lowest place in
the scale of being. Yet was it the good pleasurdiof who doeth all things according to the
counsel of His own will, to raise up human natuanf this low place, and to exalt it above
every created nature. The first step of this ekahaconsists in the act of the Eternal Son in
taking up that nature into His own Person, so ith&hrist the human is not less truly now a
nature of the Son of God than is that essentiahdimature which is His from everlasting to
everlasting. And still further, in regard of thigadtation of our nature in the Person of the
Son of God, be it noted that, albeit that it is Hasl fact that our Maker was grievously
wronged by mankind, it is now the case that in humature God’s law, in respect of precept
and penalty, has been honoured as it could notnbeny other created nature. All the
obedience rendered by elect angels in heavenhalsufferings endured by the damned in
hell, all the obedience of which the whole humareraupposing none of them ever to have
sinned, was capable, could not put so much honouthe law of God, in regard of both
precept and penalty, as has now been put uporativah human nature in the Person of the
Son of God. And because of all this, God has higiXglted Christ, and every creature in
existence has been made subordinate and subjecir toature in the Person of the Son of
God.

Our text, as we shall afterwards have occasiorote,rspeaks of enemies of Christ, but
meanwhile, in connection with Christ’s exaltatiom-connection with this “expecting” — we
have to note that Christ had to meet with an enetmgh is not among the enemies who are
to be made His footstool, but which, notwithstaiggiwas for Him the most awful enemy of
any; | mean the wrath of an offended God. It wasftitt of His having had to confront that
enemy that made His sweat in Gethsemane to be dfdgeod. It was this that caused Him,
according to Psalm 69:15, to pray, “Let not theesdliood overflow me, neither let the deep
swallow me up, and let not the pit shut her moytbrume.” It was the sorrow which the
awakening of the sword of divine justice (Zecharigh?7) against Him brought upon Him,
that found expression in the first twenty-one verséthe twenty-second Psalm. But Christ
was such a Person as that the curse of the lavd @nd did exhaust itself in the stroke of
justice which alighted upon Him, and He, havingrikahe cup of wrath to its bitterest and
last dregs, has had now a cup of salvation given tdi drink. Just as, in the justification of
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the ungodly, there is bestowed upon sinners not patdon of sins but also acceptance of
their person, so similarly, in regard of Christe tBcriptures teach us that when He had
finished the arduous work given Him to do, not onlys there a cessation of punishment and
pain, but there was the positive experience ohigghest conceivable felicity, yea, of felicity
beyond finite conception. In the words of the tweltst Psalm, we say of Him: “In thy
salvation how greatly shall he rejoice. Thou haatdenhim most blessed for ever: thou hast
made him exceeding glad with the light of thy camaince.” Christ will never again meet
with God as with an enemy; He will never again nmodihe absence of the Father’s
countenance. On the contrary, God in His justicéoisHim, and with the light of God’s
countenance as with the countenance of His own iG@oh everlasting covenant, He is for
evermore made exceedingly glad. And it is no ligdet of this gladness that, in connection
with this salvation in which His glory is made gidde is exalted above every other possible
enemy, and that He has a promise given Him thaftdéis must be made His footstool.

Il. — And yet Christ has enemies. He is not withfsignds. The Father, not only as the
Son is and has ever been the object of His negessahangeable love, the Father, as the
representative of Godhead in the everlasting Cawgiaa God the Judge of all who, as such,
bruised His own Son, is now, as the God of peawe;iim, and crowns Him with glory, and
honour, and love ineffable. The Holy Spirit as Hes Ibeen given to Christ of the Father upon
His ascension is His friend. Elect angels are Henfls. And stranger still, Christ has some
men and women of our rebel race who are His friefitiss fact is matter of surprise. For
since through the fall the whole human race cane atliance with Satan, Christ’'s arch-
enemy, the question arises, how has He come to fnanels from among the human race?
We answer: —

(1) To begin with, it was the good pleasure of Hiwho doeth all things after the
counsel of His own will that a certain number of cace, an innumerable number indeed of
our race should be, when they were still enemiespbjects of the Father’'s unmerited love; a
people for whom Christ purposed to lay down Hi®.lift was the fact of His having,
according to the divine purpose, taken these “eeghnf the human race as friends, that
made Him so many other enemies. For these “enemibsin He loved, because He would
love them, had made themselves many enemies, anel Was not an enemy of His people
but Christ took as His own enemy. It was thus thdahe sense in which we have explained,
He had to meet with God Himself as an enemy.

(2) But again, Christ has had and will have, wkilem and moon endure, friends from
among sinners of the human race, who through gradeéy actual choice have been, or shall
be, won over to Him. These realise that there @od to whom they are necessarily under
obligations, they are taught that they owe a dutyGod, to their neighbour, and to
themselves, and that in failing to fulfil that duhey have become debtors to divine justice in
the matter of a debt which would be required ofithbut which they could not render. And
Christ is revealed to them and in them as He thatecforth from God and assumed their
nature and came under the law which they brokeemy purpose to satisfy divine justice. It
was the claims of an offended God which Christ arily came to meet, and because He met
them, He becomes for this among other reasons @xggye precious to His people. And this
people who thus make choice of Him become to Chgghe apple of His eye. In coming to
Christ they pass from death to life, for God is ifiad towards them. But they have
innumerable enemies notwithstanding, and all thessemies are in our text reckoned as
Christ’'s enemies. They are to be made Christ’sstoot, and in this victory His people will
participate.

Satan and his hosts are Christ's arch-enemies. ‘gduk of this world,” we are told,
works even now in every child of disobedience. Alnat evil spirit is not satisfied with the
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unorganised opposition of many individuals. Satalreles in organising his forces, and thus
forms his army into systems wherewith he may bebtiteer able to oppose the advancement
of Christ's kingdom. The Roman Empire, in the daysnediately before the times of
Constantine, became, as a whole, an instrumeimeimands of Satan, wherewith He sought
to crush Christ’'s cause in the world. Afterwardp&aRome, and, more emphatically than
even before, Papal Rome, since 1870 became aguilisirument in Satan’s hands to thwart,
either by force or deceit, Christ’'s cause and kargdinfidelity, and very especially that form
of rationalism that seeks to throw discredit on dn&cles of God, is another enemy to Christ,
and although infidelity as rationalism opposedhe Ecriptures, has not proved so plastic in
its being adjusted into a system, as has priestatf is it the case that certain churches in
this and in other lands have become the meansghraiich rationalism too has assumed
the form of an organised power inimical to Chr8piritual death in sinners of mankind is
regarded by Christ as an enemy. Temporal deathi &a®lds His people’s bodies in
possession, is another enemy, and the very lds testroyed. A believer has not so much as
a headache, but Christ regards that as His own erieat all these and other enemies which
we cannot now name must be made Christ’s footstéolv that is to be accomplished may
be touched upon as we proceed to notice our tkead h

lll. — We now indicate what is implied in Chrisegpectancy.

(1) Although this state of expectation is the ctindi of one who has sat down having
ceased from His work (verse 12), we are not, os #ucount, to think that Christ is now
inactive. On the contrary, as that One upon whdsamilders is the government of the
universe, He is most active; active as Head ofCharch, active as Head over all things for
the benefit of His Church. As Head of His Churchs Hictivity may be traced in the
equipment wherewith, through the outpouring of i@y Spirit, He furnished His Apostles
at Pentecost. It is seen in the success which theisdad the spread of His gospel in Asia
Minor, in Greece, in ltaly, in Britain, in Americéy parts of Africa, even to the ends of the
earth.

His activity as Head over all things for the benefithe Church might be illustrated from
several sources. | refer now only to one instahtehe sixteenth century the gospel of the
grace of God had a resurrection in Europe, soitheds preached with a clearness and power
that was not known before since the days of thesfles. It was Christ’s purpose that this
resurrected gospel should be sent to the Eastoatie WWest Indies, and to many other of the
most remote parts of the earth. But at the Refaomahe roads by sea and land leading to
those heathen nations, were in the power of thosetdes that had given their strength to
the Papacy, very especially in the hands of Spal¢ch was then the premier power of
Europe. But contemplate things for a little. Thosgions which accepted the Reformation
are seen to be raised up in the scale of nationgteer especially noteworthy in respect of
Great Britain. As a nation identified with Protegtam, it became the head of the nations of
Europe. Then those roads which had been formertiierhands of Spain, because Spain in
the just Providence of God was meanwhile becomitha tail of the nations, fell into the
hands of Great Britain. Britain was thus used agmatmument in Christ’s hands to send His
gospel to the ends of the earth. This fruit of €ffgiactivity is a matter to which our attention
as inhabitants of Great Britain ought to be dirdctor it is to be feared that they are
comparatively few nowadays who read aright the eaniBritain’s elevation in the scale of
nations. Britain owes its elevation to one man, #rad one man is not a mere man but is the
second Adam, the Lord from heaven and a quicke8pigt. We hear much nowadays about
Britain’s navy, about the new territorial force®oat an imperial sentiment, but very little
about Him who must reign until His enemies be midigefootstool. But we should not forget
that Christ is as able to make Britain the tailha nations of Europe as in the past He shewed
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himself capable of making Britain, as a power adiragn His gospel, the head of the nations,
and we should fear lest by our forgetfulness, wea, worse than forgetfulness of His cause,
lest by the countenance given to Priestcraft afidality among us, such a judgment as |
have spoken of may be wrung out of Christ’s hands.

(2) Again, this condition of “expecting” — as of@who has sat down after an arduous
work — implies a contrast between the nature oisThractivity now in His exaltation and of
His activity in the days of His flesh. His activihow is but reward after, and for, labours
performed; it is rest after storm and conflict. Fas we have repeatedly said, Christ took
everything that opposed His people’'s complete salvaas things opposed to Himself. The
wrath of an offended God belonged to a kind of ijmmn that differed entirely from all
other enemies that stood in the way of the finahph of His Church and Cause. In order to
overcome the latter, Christ, we may say, was edaliat in order to overcome the former He
must be humbled, He must suffer, He must be brotmtite dust of death. To overcome the
latter is but comparative rest for Christ; to owene the former was labour so arduous that
His sweat was as drops of blood. To overcome ftiterles but Christ's honour; to overcome
the former He must Himself be reckoned among tnessgprs, and be treated by God as
though He, and not His people’s sins, had caude@a’s displeasure and kindled a fire in
His wrath. But now that time of strong crying aeadns unto Him that was able to save Him
from death is past, and the offended God is théipddsod, the God of peace, who, as He
ever — on Calvary as elsewhere — regarded Chrifheasiecessary object of His essential,
infinite, unchangeable love, regards Him now as $leevant who is worthy of glory and
honour and power and might and dominion and loves Tsitting down” and “expecting”
suggests a profound contrast between Christ’siaeswvnow and then.

(3) This “expecting” implies the assured confidemdgéh which Christ carries on the
work of redemption in the world. He is able to reateHis Church with a price, since He
entered Heaven with His own infinitely precious ddo He is able to redeem them with
power, since He has received from the Father thdt,3pe Comforter which is to abide with
His Church for ever, and which He poured out onDlag of Pentecost. He thus rests as one
that has the assurance that the work committedino by God the Father — of bringing in
those new heavens and new earth wherein rightessisnéo have its dwelling — shall have a
sure accomplishment, when God shall be glorifiethenhighest degree contemplated in the
divine decree, when His Church shall be supremeappl and blessed, and every foe shall,
either in mercy or in judgment, be brought intojsation.

(4) This “expecting” implies how long-suffering Géiris towards His foes. He shewed
great long-suffering towards the Roman Empire eeeaHlength made it as the chaff of the
threshing floor in the summer season. He shewedat geng-suffering towards those
countries that opposed His cause at the Reformafiby any means they should repent. He
shews much long-suffering at the present momenandsvGreat Britain, notwithstanding the
extent to which Antichrist, and infidelity are bginountenanced in it. How great is the long-
suffering He shews towards individual sinners teaise to submit to His sway!

(5) Christ’s “expectation” cannot suffer disappaneint. The Father promised Him that
“His foes should be made his footstool,” Psalm 110And the extent to which this
expectation has been realised already confirmairmond the truth of the promise, and the
assurance that the consummation referred to intexdrwill one day be infallibly realised.
Although in the beginning of the fourth century &atould make the whole Roman Empire,
with Diocletian at its head, his instrument to djterush the Church of Christ in the world,
Christ manifested that the Kingdom by right appaedd to Him when, ere a quarter of that
century had scarcely run, the Empire, with Consgterat its head, itself became Christian. In
1514 the last spark of a public testimony agaihstRapacy appeared as if about to die in
Europe, but Christ, who quenches not the smokig through the instrumentality of Luther
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and Calvin and Tindal and Knox, caused Europe tghaken out of its indifference to His
cause, and led some of the, today, leading natibasirope to throw off the Papal yoke. The
just judgments of Him, who must reign until His emes are made His footstool, ought to be
seen in the troubles which have overtaken thosmnsatof Europe which gave at the
Reformation their strength to the Beast. Thoseonatthat then despised Him are now lightly
esteemed. May not that be in more or less meaaid@t&Austria, Italy, Spain, and Portugal?
Upon no country in Europe did heavier judgmentstfadn upon France, which was at one
time as the Papacy’s right hand. That country heenbin a series of revolutions as a man
visited by one stroke of paralysis after anothendAhere is ground from Scripture to
conclude that, as nations that have not repentédeaf spiritual fornication, those countries
will yet be visited with sorer punishments than therld hitherto has at all experienced. For
all Christ's enemies are to be brought very lowe Thragon, the Beast, the False Prophet,
death and hell, yea and every one whose name ifonot written in the Lamb’s book of
life, are to be cast into the lake of fire, whighthe second death. On the other hand, such as
rejoice in Christ's exaltation are to be broughbia state of inconceivable felicity. Wander
they as far as they choose in search of them, shall never eternally see the face of an
enemy. Not only will they not have cause to dréwvrath of an offended God, the Judge of
all, but even the frown of their Father’s face wibit in chastisement afflict them. For there
shall be no more curse, no more mental anguishmo@ physical pain, no more corrupt
nature to depress them, no more devil to tempt tieonrow and sighing shall have fled
away, and they shall be made perfectly blesseldriull enjoying of God to all eternity.

Application

(a.) Christ, albeit that He is now made exceedinglgdgwith the light of God’s
countenance, and has all power in earth and indmegiven Him, has still many enemies. All
unregenerate persons are God’s enemies. Everyfdhese enemies Christ must meet with.
With some He meets in mercy, with others in judgmdimose whom He meets with in
mercy He makes, in a greater or less degree, aorbiof His Church. He met with Saul of
Tarsus in mercy, and so turned him from a wolf tarab; and from a persecutor to a tender
nurse towards the Church of God. And although ativerted people are not in the measure
of Paul a comfort to the Church of Christ, still ate in some measure made a comfort, for
“the remnant of Jacob are in the midst of many peap a dew from the Lord” (Micah 5:7).

But it will be terrible for those whom Christ with judgment meet with as enemies. He
was hungry, and they gave Him no meat; He was nakedl they clothed Him not; He was
sick and in prison, and they visited Him not; atitrefore, their portion shall be with the
devil and with his angels in everlasting fire (Mwtv 25:41). Precious souls, seek from God
that He would reveal Christ to you in His matchlegsellency, that you may believe upon
Him and love Him, for if you but truly knew Him yazould not but love Him (1 Corinthians
2:8).

(b.) Christ's cause is a winning cause. His cause apgp®ftentimes weak and
contemptible among men. But who laughs last, laughgest. There be that laugh now who
shall mourn then, and there be that mourn now wiadl faugh then. Christ’'s cause is sure to
be uppermost in the end. Yea, as to those thatsepplamn, whether men whose heart is set
upon this world and its vanities, or those thahage themselves on the side of systematised
error, or death, or hell, there shall be no plasetem but the blackness of darkness. Christ,
and not Satan, is at length to inherit all thingkis thought should cheer His drooping
people, and should cause them to pray hopefullytbier coming of His kingdom, whom
nothing can withstand.

(c.) As a Church, although it becomes us to speak @ep humility and self-loathing,
we were some fifteen years ago, compelled to dissocourselves from many old
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associations in order that we might continue loyalChrist in His word, and in those

doctrines dear to the true Church of God througllogitcenturies. Especially did we realise
that rationalism as it had found footing in thertit@ee Church was an enemy to Christ. In
staking then our all upon Christ as our only Teacthe felt in our conscience that we had
His blessing and the light of His countenance, hmatwvas done to uphold His truth in His

name. May it be given us to remain true to Him!
[August 1908]

A Sermon.

By MR. ANDREW CANT, Minister at Pitsligo and Aberdeen.

Delivered at Glasgow in 1638, immediately after Renovation of the National
Covenant and Celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

[Part of the inscription on Mr. Cant’s tombstone“,Boanerges and Barnabas: a Magnet and Adamant.”
This sermon is taken from “The Covenants and Covensyitby the late Rev. Dr. Kerr, Glasgow. B.E

“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain kingno made a marriage for his
son and he sent forth his servants to call themwleae bidden to the wedding;
and they would not come,” etc. — Matthew 22:2-6.

| purpose not to handle this parable punctuallgabee it stands not with the nature of a
parable, neither will the time suffer me so to do.

The parable runs upon an evident declaration agar chanifestation of God’s sweetest
mercies, in offering the marriage of His Son, HienoSon, His well-beloved Son, the Son of
His love, the Son of His bosom, the Son as goothasFather, the Son as great and as
glorious as the Father, the Son whose generatina oan declare. The Father offers this His
Son in marriage:

(1) to the Jews, as you have in the first seveseseof the parable;
(2) to the Gentiles, in the rest of the parable.
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1. To the Jews, not because of their worthinesst &en so, O Father, for so it seemed
good in thy sight.” This offer was the effect of moerit, neither of congruity nor of
condignity in the Jews; for they were like that teheed and menstruous infant (Ezekiel
16:3,4), unswaddled, unwashen, uncleansed, “Iyintsiblood, its navel not cut, nor salted at
all, nor swaddled at all, cast out in the operdfiblaving no eye to pity it.”

2. As for the Gentiles, ye may see what case thengwn if ye read this same parable,
Luke 14:20, “Go ye out into the streets and lanethe city, and call the poor, the lame,
blind, and maimed,” etc. Some were cripple, somerpand blind, and withered, and
miserable, and naked, and leper; unworthy to camaut Lord’s gates, let be to have them
opened wide to us; unworthy to be set down at dlidet let be to be admitted to His royal
marriage feast, and to get Christ, our Lord, tabematch, and to be the food and cheer of
our souls; and therefore let all souls, let allpiisl, let all schools, let all universities, let al
men, let all women, let all Christians cry, Gragece, grace, praise, praise, praise, blessing,
blessing, for evermore to the Lord’s free grace.fifyupon the man, fy, fy, upon the woman,
that is an enemy to the Lord’s free grace. Theeftland the fairest and the freest thing in
heaven or earth is the free grace of God to our pools. “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us,
but unto thy name be the glory.”

At another occasion | handled the parable afteroeergeneral manner, and propounded
these points unto you:

(1) Who was this great King?
(2) Who was the Son of this great King?

1. This great King is God Himself, “the King of kis, and Lord of lords.” Then for the
Lord’s sake, stand in awe of Him, love Him and felam. And | charge you all here before
that great and dreadful Lord, that ye humble ydueseunder His mighty hand, and that ye
prostrate and submit yourselves under His almidifaiyd, and come away as ye promised.
Kiss the Son and embrace Him, and then shall wattholden off you, and a shower of
God’s mercy shall come down upon you. Then the Ksngod.

2. The King’s Son is Christ. Then there followsiangr: “I have prepared my dinner.”
Yea, | have a supper also, for Luke says, He “pegpa great supper.” | told you in what
respects it is great.

(1) 1 told you it was great in respect of the autbbit — God.

(2) 1told you it was great in respect of the matteit. Ye know the matter of it, as holy
Scripture tells. Whiles it gets base, silly, simpémes, and is delineated and expressed under
common terms; but the most common term it get® isomsiderable that our case would not
be good if it were wanting. Whiles ‘tis called “@afst of fat things full of marrow, of wine on
the lees well refined.” Whiles it is called “gold/hiles it is called “fatlings, and a fatted and
fed calf.” Whiles ‘tis “honey and milk.” Whiles it called “oil and wine.” Whiles it is called
the “bread of life.” In a word, to tell you whatishfeast is, it is this Christ and all His saving
graces freely given to thy soul. Then

(3) it is great in respect of the manner of itsparation: | confess, this feast, though
prepared in silver, is often administered in eartliessels and clay dishes; and though it be
mingled with butter and honey, yet this makes theiral man, when he looks upon it, not to
think much of it, because he looks on the outsideanly. But would to God your eyes were
opened to see the inside of it, and not to bepikeid Naaman, who said, “What better is this
water of Jordan than the water of Abana and Pharpers of Damascus?” As some say,
What better is this feast than the feast we haveoate? As the man of God prayed for his
servant, “Lord, open his eyes, that he may seed;the Lord opened his eyes, and he saw
another sight — even the mountain full of horsed #aming chariots of fire; so | pray, the
Lord open all your eyes, that ye may see the m#fgrences between this feast and all other
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feasts; for other feasts are but feasts for they lzodl they are but feasts for the belly. An
Esau may have them; a reprobate may feed upon fhieese are nothing else but the swine’s
husks whereon the prodigal fed for a time, andcgcaould get them; but when he came back
again to his father’s house, then he fed upondtted calf, and then he got a feast, and then
was there plenty. Then did his well run over; thes his cup to the brim, and overflowing.
O that ye knew your Father’s house, and the fatrieedulness, the feast, and the plenty that
are there, ye would all hunger after it, and wotlldn say, Alas! | have been feeding on
husks too long; “now will | arise and go to my fatis house, where there is bread enough.”
All the Lord’s steps drop plenty and fatness.

(4) | told you that this supper is a great feastdspect of the great number that are
called unto it. The poorest thing in all the larsdcalled unto it. The Jews are called; the
Gentiles are called; yea, the poorest thing th&tesring me is called; such as a great man
would not look on, but he would close the gatesweh an one; a great man would not deign
himself to look on them in his kitchen. Yet comeayeay to this feast. The King of kings has
His house open and His gates patent. He has a feasly and a room house, and fair open
gates, and everybody shall be welcome that willegiWhosoever thirsts, let him come, and
take of the water of life freely.” And now through the nooks and corners of this kingdom
of Scotland Christ is sending out His servants, bath sent out unto you this day, crying
unto you, “Come away; His oxen and fatlings aré¢ekil His wine is drawn, and His table
furnished, and all things ready.”

(5) I told you it was a great feast in respecthaf place where it is kept. There are two
dining-rooms —

(1) a dining-room above;
(2) a dining-room below.

A dining-room above — that is, a high dining-roaimat is, a fair house; that is, a trim
place. O the rivers of the Lord’s consolations that there. | confess, in this lower dining-
room of the Church, the waters come first to thides) then to the mid-leg, then to the knees,
then to the thigh, and then past wading. But thetl ye get fulness when ye come up to that
dining-room. And when ye come there, there shalhdenore hunger, no more thirst; there
shall be no more scant nor want, nor any more sauce in your feasts, neither any more
sadness nor sorrowful days, but eat your fill andkdyour fill. And many shall come from
the east and from the west and from the north eom the south, and shall sit down at the
royal and rare covered table with Abraham, Isa&ac dacob, and get their fill to their
hungered. “When | awake (says David) | shall bedilwith thy likeness.” Poor soul, thou
canst never get thy fill. 1 wish to God thou gos@p and a drop to set thee by till then.
Indeed, if thou hadst a vessel thou shouldst getain fill even in this life. And | dare say, if
thou wouldst seek, and seek on and seek instah#tyl ord would one day or other make
thee drink of the new wine of the gospel. He wayilee thee a draught — a fair draught, a fill,
a fair fill — of the wine of His consolation; He wiol make you suck the milk at the breasts of
His consolation; but He will aye keep the best wiiedmost, as He did at the marriage of
Cana. Therefore, poor thing, lift up thy head aathgr thy heart. Ere it be long thou shalt get
a draught of the best wine in thy Father's houdeere there are many mansions and many
dwelling-places. “I go (says Christ) to prepardace for you.” And He will come again and
receive you to Himself, where ye shall drink aburtaof the new wine of the gospel.

Lastly, This supper is a great one in respect of theirwoance of it — it lasts not for one
day, but for ever; it lasts not for a hundred aodrécore days, but for ever and evermore.
Poor thing, who possibly gets some blyth morningksl in upon thy soul, and possibly gets
a taste of this cup in the morning, and long erenethou art hungering and thirsting again,
and thou wots not where to meet thy Lord, andhalthing thou hast gotten is forgotten. In
the day that He shall come, then thou shalt feasstantly and continually in thy Father’s
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house, where thou shalt never want thy arms fodyutshalt never want thy Lord out of thy
sight, neither shall thy Lord ever want thee, bat $hall ever be with thee and thou with
Him; thou shalt follow the Lamb whithersoever Heego
“Behold, | have prepared my dinner.” All this feasas for a marriage. And here is a
wonder — a world’s wonder — a behold which dendtesrs things.
(1) Behold it for an admiration.
(2) Behold it for an excitation.
(3) Behold it for consolation.
(4) Behold it for instruction.

Behold, and be awakened; behold, and be exciténjltheand be comforted; behold, and
admire; behold, and wonder that the King of heawvson will marry your soul! Then behold,
and come away to your own marriage; behold, losh slzall get a Saviour; behold, the
King’s Son will be a Saviour to a slave; behold #ing’'s Son will drink the potion; and the
sick shall get health; behold, the King’s Son \wmithrry Himself upon thee! “I will marry thee
unto me in faith and in righteousness.” “Thou thats a widow and reproached,” — like a
poor widow that has many foes but few friends —sgaits the Lord, “thou shalt not remember
the reproach of thy widowhood any more.” Then bdhand come away to the marriage.
Now, “who are these that are invited to the mag#agl told you

(1) the Jews are invited,;
(2) the Gentiles are invited.

Yea, you are invited. | thank the bridegroom yoa evited. | shall bear withess of it
when | am gone from you, you are invited. And Intkiahe Lord | have more to bear witness
of; yea, that which comforts my soul — by all apjp@ae the greatest part of you are come in,
and by all good appearance ye have the weddingegarrhhope God has a people among
you. This | shall bear witness of when | am gomenframong you — the greatest part has lent
an ear; the Lord bear it in upon your hearts wiik ¢¥vn blessed preference.

1. “He sent his servants forth.” He gives manyyhkimself and many a shout Himself.
Is not that one of God’s cries — “Come unto meyalithat are weary and laden, and | will
ease you”? O but that is a sweet word! Thou arearwthing, with a sore load of sin upon
the neck of thy soul, and thou art like to sink @nd, and art crying, What will come of thee?
He is bidding thee come away and get a drink ofrttagriage wine to cheer thy fainting
spirit; and if thou be weary, He shall ease thee.

Objection. Alas! sin hinders me, that | cannot come; siedslack and ugly upon me,
and so heavy, that | cannot come.

Answer. “Come (says the Lord), | will reason with youkiat is, | will have your faults
discovered, and | will have you convicted of yoaults. But when | have reasoned with you,
will 1 cast you away? Nay; but though your sins eveed as “crimson, they shall be made
white as snow or wool.”

Objection. 2. Alas! but my sins are many. How can the Laoklupon me or pardon
me?

Ans. “Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighiman his thoughts, and let him
return unto the Lord, for he will abundantly pardéor my ways are not your ways, neither
my thoughts your thoughts; but as the heaven is dipve the earth, so are my thoughts (in
pardoning) higher nor yours (in sinning).” Come gwaoor thing, then, and get thy heart full
of mercy. And because such a fair offer is hartbedaid hold on, therefore He goes to the
market-cross, like an herald with a great “O yekdt all men there may be awakened. It is
not little that will awaken sleeping sinners, there He puts, too, an “O yes.” “Ho, come,
every one that thirsteth, buy wine and milk witheabney and without price. Why do ye
spend your money for nought?” Ye have spent yaength too long in vain; ye have been
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feeding on husks too long; ye have forsaken mend; embraced vanity too long. Come
away, and He “will make an everlasting covenanhwitu, even the sure mercies of David.”

2. "He sent forth his servants.” This is a greanhder — that He calls on His servants and
sends them to them. This is wonderful! He stoodamotompliments — who should be first in
the play. Ye would never have sought Him if He Imad sought you; ye would never have
loved Him if He had not loved you with the loveGfirist. | would say a comfortable word to
a poor soul. Is there any soul in this house thistlat has chosen the Lord for the love and
delight of his soul? Thou wouldst never have chdden if that loving and gracious God had
not chosen thee. Is there any soul in this housedtly that is filled with the love of Christ?
Thou wouldst never have loved Him if He had noteld\hee first. Is there any soul that is
seeking unto Him in earnest? Be comforted; He ékisg thee and hast found thee, and gart
thee seek Him. | might produce Scripture for adish, but the points are plain.

3. Lo, a greater wonder! “He sent forth his sersdnte would think, if any had wronged
you, it were their part to seek you and not yoorsdek them; or if any baser than another
had done a wrong, it beseemed him to be the mosfutdao take pains, and seek to him
whom he had wronged. But behold here a wonder! great God seeking base man; the
offended God seeking offending man! And is thisduse He has need of you? Nay; canst
thou be a party for Him? Canst thou hold the fegdghinst Him? Nay. “Shall the thing formed
say to Him that formed it, Why hast thou made me#i Shall the crawling worm and the
pickle of small dust fight against the King of ks®jArt thou able to stand out against Him,
or pitch any field against Him? Nay. | tell thee,n@n, there is not a pickle of hair in thy
head but, if God arise in anger, He can causesihs& devil unto thee, and every nail of thy
fingers to be a torment of hell against thee. QdLairhosts and King of kings, who can stand
out against Thee? And yet thou hast offended Himd, mn away from Him, and miskent
Him, and transgressed all His commandments; anddamel wrath and judgment is thy
portion, which thou deservest; and yet the Lordeisding out His servants to see if they can
make an agreement. Then, for God’s sake, thinkh@wonder; for all this text is full of
wonders. All God’s works are indeed full of wonddyst this is the wonder of wonders. We
then are God’s ambassadors. | beseech you to baaiksd to God. Should not ye have
sought unto Him first with ropes about your neckigh sackcloth upon your loins, and with
tears in your eyes? Should not ye have lain atdda, and scraped if ye could not knock?
And yet the Lord hath sent me to you, and our faittmen about here, crying, Come away to
the marriage; come away. | will renew my contradghwou; | will not give you a bill of
divorcement, but | will give my Son to you; and yaouls that are black and blae, | will
make them beautiful. Behold yet another wonder! WHe has sent out other servants, and
they got a nay-say, yet He will not take a nay-3g.know a good neighbour, when he has
prepared a dinner for another of his neighboursdseut his servants, intimating that all
things are ready, the table is covered, and diseeen. If once warned, he refuses, he might
well send once or twice to him, but at last he waiake a displeasure, and not send again.
But behold a wonder! He sends out His servanthénpiural number. But behold a great
wonder! After one servant is abused He sends cwgret and when they are slain and
spitefully used by these who should have followke€lirt call and come in, what does the
Lord? Read the chapter before and ye shall seea gionder. “He sent out his owiog”
When Moses cannot do it; when the prophets canmadt; dvhen John the Baptist cannot do
it; well, says the Lord, | will see if my Son caa d. | have not a Son but one, and that is the
Son of my love, and | will make Him a man and setiwh down among them, and see how
they will treat Him. And when He comes they cry,dilthere is the heir; let us kill him.” But
behold a greater wonder! That after these servamgtsabused and spitefully handled, and
after the Son Himself is come and has drunken ef dame cup — after He has died a
shameful death — and after they had put their hamdthe heir, yet, when all is done, the
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Lord sends servants upon servants, preachers upaohers, apostles upon apostles, to call
in the people of the Jews, to see if they will mafiis Son. Then behold and wonder at all
these wonders, and let all knees bow down beforé. Gord stamp your hearts with this
word of God. God grant you could be kind to Him Heshas been kind to you, and testified
the same by putting salve to your soul and bringimgo the wedding.

“He sent forth his servants.” We may learn fronstthiat we, who are the brethren in the
ministry, must be servants and not lords. | wisimgtheart that we knew what we are, and
that we knew our calling and what we have gottemmust, for we serve the best Master in the
world; but I'll tell you He is the strictest Mastérat can be. I'll tell thee, O minister, and |
speak it to thee with reverence, and | speak inyself, there is a day coming when thou
must answer to God for what thou hast got in chafg@u must answer to God for all the
talents thou hast got, whether ten or two; fohale not got alike. But, dear brethren, happy
is the man, if he had but one talent, that putsuit for his Lord’s use; and the Lord be
thanked that He will seek no more of me than Hediasn me. There are many things to
discourage a faithful minister; but yet this mag@umage us — that we serve the best Master,
and that is a sure recompense of reward that dirmpus. Indeed, He has not sent us out to
seek ourselves, or to get gain to ourselves; Henbasent us out to woo a bride to ourselves,
or to woo home the lord to our own bosom only, Hethas sent us to woo a bride, and to
deck and trim a spouse, for our Lord and Masted ¥@ that are ministers of Glasgow, ye
shall all be challenged upon this — whether ory@have laboured to woo and trim a bride
for your Lord. But | know that you will be careftd present your flocks as a chaste spouse to
Him. And we also that are ministers in landwart,awe sent out for this errand. It matters not
what part of the world we be in if we do our Masteservice; and the day is coming when
thou must answer to God for thy parish, whetheuthast laboured to present it as a chaste
spouse to Christ. It may gar the soul of the faitiminister leap for joy when he remembers
the day of His Majesty’s faithful meeting and hihen he shall give up his accounts, and
then it shall be seen who has employed his taletit When shall He say, “Well done, good
and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful oaefew things, | will make thee ruler over
many things; enter thou into thy Master’'s joy.” ther, “Let thy Master's joy enter into
thee, and take and fill thy soul with it.” Many adsheart has a faithful watchman, but there is
a day coming when he shall get a joyful heart. Butvhom especially is this joy reserved?
It is even for those “who convert many to rightaoess; they shall shine like the stars in the
firmament in the kingdom of their Father.” It isapi this belongs not to thee, O faithless
watchman. What hast thou been doing? Busking & ladthyself? Busking a bride for the
Pope of Rome, the Bishop of Rome, even for ansthrBecking and bingeing to this table
and that altar, bringing in the tapistry of antishan hangings, and endeavouring to set the
crown on another man’s head, nor Christ’'s? But tth@i wilt not set on the crown on His
head, and labour to hold it on, thou, O preacher vengeance of God shall come upon thee;
the blood of souls shall be upon thee. Many a kakneats blood and drinks blood. Lord,
deliver our souls from blood-guiltiness. Dear breth let us repent, let us repent. | trow we
have been all in the wrong to the Bridegroom. Shahal be upon thee that thinks shame to
repent. | charge you all, before the timber andesoof this house, and before that same
daylight that ye behold, and that under no less par the loss of the salvation of your souls,
that ye wrong not the Bridegroom nor His bride amyre. But we come to our point:

We are servants and not lords. | see never a worthis text — nay, nor in all the
Scripture — that the Master of the feast sentautsl to woo home His bride. He “sent out his
servants,” but not His lords. Read all the Biblenfrthe beginning to the ending, you shall
not find it. Daft men may dispute, and by respeairoarry it away; but read all the Old and
New Testament, both, and let me see if ever thi poelate or that lord bishop was sent to
woo home His bride.
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Objection 1. We have our prerogative from Aaron, from Modesn the Apostles, from
Timothy.

Answer. | trow ye be like bastard bairns that can findfather. So they shall never be
able to get a father, for man has set them up ardistheir father.

Objection 2. Find we not the name of bishop under the Nestareent?

Answer. Yes; but not the bishop of a diocese, such asongg Glasgow and my Lord St.
Andrews, but we find a pastor or a bishop overoakl It is a wonderful matter to me that
men should think to reason this way. For in the ©Dédtament there is not an office, nor an
office-bearer, but is distinctly determined in theking of the tabernacle; there is not a tackle
nor the quantity of it, not a curtain nor the colthereof, not a snuffer, nor a candlestick, nor
a besom that sweeps away the filth; nor an ashpan Keepeth the ashes, but all are
particularly set down; yet we will not get a bishoyr an archbishop, nor this metropolitan,
nor that great and cathedral man, no, not witHithal Bible. The Lord pity them, for indeed |
think them objects of pity rather than of malicéwriGt is a perfect king and a perfect prophet.
Thou canst never own Him to be a perfect priest land that denies Him to be perfect
prophet; and a perfect prophet He can never bepéxde has set down all the offices and
office-bearers requisite for the government of kisise. But so has He done, therefore is He
perfect.

Objection 3. But they will call themselves servants.

Answer 1. The fox may catch a while the sheep, and thge Roay call himselgervus
servorum — the servant of servants, and they will call teelves brethren when they write to
us, but they will take it very highly and hardlywe call them brethren when we write back to
them again. But men shall be known by their fraitsl by their works to be what they are,
and not what they call themselves. But if they wél called servants and yet remain lords, let
them take heed that they be not such servantsrasdccCanaan was — “a servant of servants
shall he be.” Take heed that they be not serving'snerath and vengeance, and not servants
“by the grace of God and by the mercy of God, rey/tstyle themselves.

2. Let them take heed that they be not such sesvastGehazi was. He was a false
servant. He ran away after the courtier Naamarkisg@ifts, and said his master sent him,
when (God knows) his master sent him not. At theethe should have been praying to the
Lord to help his poor Kirk and comfort her. Thesriand vengeance of God came upon him,
and he was stricken with leprosy for his pains.hSservants are these men who now sit
down on their cathedral nests, labouring to makenelves great like Gehazi. Let them take
heed that their hinder end be not like his.

3. Let them take heed that they be not such senanZiba was to Mephibosheth, who
not only took away what was his by right, but algent to the king with ill tales of poor
cripple Mephibosheth. Such servants are these whonly rob the Church of her privileges
and liberties but also run up to the king with lesd ill tales of poor Mephibosheth, the
cripple Kirk of Scotland.

4. Let them take heed that they be not such sesvamtludas was — an evil servant
indeed. He sold his Master for gain, as ill sersahd. Or like these that strike the bairns
when they are not doing any fault. And they aresélfvants who busk their Master’'s spouse
with antichrist’'s busking. Woe unto them and thenmdno is the head of their Kirk, whose
cross and trumpery they would put on the Lord’ssthaspouse. But if they will call
themselves servants and yet remain lords, let tlae heed that they be not of this category
that | have reckoned up. The Lord make us faite@rvants, and the Lord rid His house of
them.

Time will not suffer me to go through the rest béttext, only | will take a glance of
some things which make for your use at this time.
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Question. How are their servants treated?

Answer. Some of them getolumus upon the back of their bill; some of them are beat
and spitefully used, and slain. Dear heart, knowmgtehow Moses was used? how Aaron and
Jeremiah, etc. were used? how Zechariah was siémebn the porch and the altar? how
Jeremiah was smitten, and he that did it got hmenahanged into Magor Missabiteyror
round about? Know ye not that Zedekiah struck Micaiah, and Huosvthreatenings against
him came to pass? Always we may learn from this tiva Lord’s best servants have been,
and will be, abused and spitefully used. This ggeat sin lying upon Scotland, England, and
Ireland. Many faithful servants in the three kinggohave been spitefully used — their cheeks
burnt, their noses ript up, their faces marked; s@fthem put into a stinking prison, where
they had not an hour’s health; and many of thengedgfrom their flocks and their flocks
from them. Look over to the kingdom of Ireland -e tmany desolate congregations that are
there. Many a dear one there that would have Hagtlae soul to have had your last Sabbath,
or seen it, or to have assurance of such a dayééfiey come into heaven. Pray for the
peace of Zion, and pity those poor things who wdddcontent to go from one sea-bank to
the other to be in your place today. And truly thleod of these poor things is crying for
vengeance to light where it should light; for tHanbe lies upon none but the proud prelates.
If I would pose you with this question, as you walhswer to God, who have been the
instruments of all this mischief? | am sure the imgsorant among you can answer, None
but the proud beasts, the prelates. The Lord giemtrepentance.

| know not how you have handled your pastors ia thwn, because | am but a stranger,
but trow ye that two silly men that came among gan do anything if your own pastors had
not laid the foundations; but, for God’s sake, hanand respect your pastors — | mean those
of them that keep the covenant of Levi. And ye thav¥e broken it and will not come to
renew it again, shame and dishonour will be upanfgo evermore. | have my message from
the second of Malachi — “I will pour contempt upihem who have broken the covenant of
Levi.” Therefore let pastors and people enter bathin this covenant; for it is the sweetest
thing in the world to see pastors and a peopleggome way. Therefore come away, all of
you, unto the wedding; come and subscribe the aontr put your heart and hand to it.

Blessed be God for what already ye have done.
[September 1908]

(Continued.)

Some of the servants got a nay-say, and some of Were beaten. Hence we learn that
every minister will not be beaten, nor will get thteoke to keep; but if a minister get a nay-
say, it will make him as sad as if he had gottae strokes. If a minister get a nay-say that
has been travailing these many years in the myniatrd yet cannot get one soul brought unto
the Lord, that will make him as sad as sore strokisdo. When an honest minister has
laboured many years painfully in the sweat of @A, and has never had another tune but,
Come away, come away unto the marriage; and whemalies among them and sees never
one coming in, nor never one that has on the wedgimment, what will be the complaint of
the poor man? O then he will cry out with Isaiahord, who believes my report, and to
whom has the arm of the Lord been made naked? Lbale laboured in vain, and spent my
strength for nought. What will come of me aftemsany years’ travail in the ministry? | have
not brought forth one child.” The Lord forbid thg¢, our people, break your ministers’
hearts. And as for you, brethren, be more watcbftdr your flocks; be more busy in
catechising and exhorting them. And urge the déth® covenant upon them, and when they
are on foot, hold them going. Lead them to the faumnand cock-eye. Lead them to the well-
spring, and make meikle of them. Feed the Lord'sbg, as Christ said to Peter, “If thou
lovest me, feed my sheep; lovest thou me? | sa&y¢l fey sheep.” Minister, lovest thou me?
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feed my bais’'d sheep; lovest thou me? feed my laMbs must be feeders and not fleecers,
pastors but not wolves, builders but not destrqyamsl come away and help up the broken-
down wall of Jerusalem. For if one of you can btiingber here, another bring mortar, a third

bring stones, and make up a slap in Zion. And lehap that came here shall go home with
blythe news to our congregations — that we canaptrge have got a cold welcome; so | hope
ye will think it your greatest comfort and your gtest credit also. Venture in covenant with
God, and whosoever thou be that wilt not enteroveaant, we will have thy name, and we
will pour out our complaints before God for theey, e that are ministers must be faithful to
our Master. And | take you all to witness that veedr discharged our commission faithfully;

and | hope the blessing of the Lord shall be up@mtthat have given us an invitation of this
kind. And it may be your greatest comfort that nggvmay go homely unto the Lord, being

formerly in covenant with Him; and your greatestdit also, for ye never got such a credit as
to lend your Master’s honour a lift. We come to éxeuses.

“But they went their way, one to his farm and amotto his merchandise.” Luke is more
large in this, and saith, “I have bought a piecg@und and must needs go see it; another
said, | have bought five yoke of oxen, and | ggotove them; and the third said, | have
married a wife and therefore | cannot come.”

(1) We learn here that never a man refuses Chuiistrom some by-respects, such as a
farm, oxen, and marriage. | never saw a man stdyaalf from the covenant, but from some
by-respects; either some respect to the worldp eneén, or to the court, or such bastard by-
respects to some statesmen, or to a prelate, thret&ing himself, who, we trust, ere it be
long, shall think them the honestest men that camsoonest; therefore cast away all by-
respects. The apostle John includes their excusderithree different expressions, “The
pride of life,” including the farm; “Theust of the heart,” including the merchandise; and
“The lust of the flesh,” including the marriage. Therefore let every sthdt would love and
follow Christ, deny himself, and lay aside excudasny thy own wit, will, and vanities, and
lay aside all by-respects, and | shall warrand thloalt come running, and get Christ in thy
arms.

(2) Is it a respect to prelacy that hinders the&ddtland? cursed be the day that ever
they were born.

(3) Is it a respect to the novations already conte Scotland? | may say cursed be
these brats of Babel. It had been best to havetment at the beginning, for many woful days
have they brought on, and woful divisions have theyught in, and woful backslidings have
they occasioned. Therefore away with these by-atspe

(4.) Is it a respect to the king? The Lord blesslong. Says not the covenant enough
for the maintenance of the king? As for the wordaktthey call combinations, it reserves
always the honour of God, and the honour of thg;komotesting, that we mind nothing that
may tend to the diminution of the king’s greatnasd authority. Yea, | know no other means
under heaven to make many loyal subjects, but hgweg our covenant.

| would have had the men that made these excuassnig them another way. | would
have had him that married the wife, saying, My witess married me; and he that bought his
oxen, saying, My oxen have bought me; and he tlesit wo his farm, saying, My farm has
bought me. And if ye will mark the words, ye withdl them run this way.

(1) Marriage is lawful; but when a man beasts hifrigehis carnal pleasures, then the
wife marries the man; “therefore let them that hawees, be as though they had them not,
and them that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not.

(2) Buying of farms is lawful, but when a man beesna slave to his own gain, it takes
away the soul of him, the farm buys the man; lilksnusbandry is lawful, but when a man
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yokes his neck under the world, it trails and tutsnbim so, that he cannot take on the yoke
of Jesus.
(3) Thus also the merchandise buys the man. Thenlesus Christ’'s sake, cast away

all excuses, and come away now, and marry Christ.

(1) Away with thy bastard pleasures.

(2) Away with thy bastard cares, and come awayhost; and He shall season all thy
cares.

(3) Away with thy falsehood, thy pride, vanity, efovay with thy corn, wine and oil,
and come to Christ, and He shall lift up His counatece upon thee. The Lord give thee a
blink of that, and then thou wilt come hopping witt thy speed, like unto old Jacob, when
he saw the angels ascending and descending, thram lfi@st, albeit he was tired, and had got
a hard bed, and a far harder bolster the nightreef@t he got a glorious sight, and his legs
were soupled with consolation, which made him tword blink upon thy lazy soul with His
amiable countenance, and then thou shalt rise amdand thy fainting heart shall receive
strength, when the Lord puts in His hand by the-tkelg of the door, and leaves drops of
myrrh behind Him, then a sleepy bride will rise aeegk her Beloved. But to our point.

Marriage is lawful, merchandise is lawful, husbanidrlawful, but never one of these is
lawful when they hinder thee from the Lord. Neitleezdit, pleasure, preferment, houses nor
lands are lawful, when they hinder thee from thedlsweet presence. Jerome said well,
“Though my old father were hanging about my necid eny sweet mother had me in her
arms, and all my dear children were sticking abuat yet when my Lord Jesus called upon
me, | would cast off my old father, and throw myegivmother under foot, and throw away
all my dear children, and run away to my Lord JeSusrd grant, my beloved, that what ye
have heard of Christ may sink in your souls: an@émvie have seen poor things running here
and there, to get a prayer here, and a prayer, taeteye wonder what they are seeking, they
are seeking their Beloved; and if ye ask, “Whathisir Beloved more than another?” They
will answer, My Beloved is the fairest and trimmestd the highest and honourablest in the
world; He has the sweetest eyes, the sweetest ghibeksweetest lips, and trimmest legs and
arms, “yea He is altogether lovely;” and then thely be made to cry out, “O thou fairest
among women, tell us whither is thy Beloved gohat tve may seek him with thee?” O if
we knew Him! Lord work upon you the knowledge oimHiO what a business would you
make to be at Him! Lord grant that our ministry magve a stamp upon your hearts. Then
had we gotten a rich purchase. Would to God ye Wkeethat marquis in Italy, who fled
from thence to Geneva, being persecuted by thatdeand when they followed him, and
offered him sums of gold, he answered, “Let thosgsp forever who part with an hour’s
fellowship with Christ, for all the gold under hesw’ And sundry of the martyrs being at the
stake, having this and that offered to them, they $till this word, None but Christ, none but
Christ: and when they were bidden, Have mind ofryweall-favoured wife, and your poor
children; they answered, “If | had all the money @old in the world, | would give it to stay
with my wife and poor children, if it were but inséinking prison; but sweet Christ is dearer
unto me than all.” Then cast away all excuse. WeolGod we were like that woman when
going to the stake — “I have borne many childreays she, “and yet, notwithstanding of all
these pains, | would suffer them all over agaim, doe hour’s fellowship with my Lord.”
Then come away, come away, cast away all excuses away; as the Saviour says, “The
storm is past and over, the winter is away, the tohsinging of birds is come, and the voice
of the turtle is heard in our land; arise, my fame, and come away.” God be thanked, there is
a sad winter over Scotland’s head, and our figsbéwesoming, and our trees are budding,
and bringing forth fruit, now is the turtle singingnd his voice is heard in our land: now is
Christ’s voice heard, now is our Bridegroom stagdiaiting on our way-coming; and here
am | in His name, crying unto you, Come away: tarel to honour my Master: all honour
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be to him for ever and ever. Come away then, fer whnter is going, the summer is
approaching, our vines are blossoming, in tokera d&ir summer: arise, arise, and come
away.

Verse 9, “Go ye, therefore, out to the highways:ifdHe would say, Well, | see the Jews
will not come in; “therefore go your ways and fetolthe Gentiles.” Yet | hope in God there
shall many of the Jews come in shortly. They sgfake/ou when you could not speak for
yourselves; they said, “We have a little sisted ahe has no breasts; what shall we do for her
in the day she shall be spoken for?” Now pray yetliem. Always they refused to come in,
as ye heard; and not being worthy, they would rehe to Him to make them worthy.
Always, says the Lord, go out and call in the Qeatto My table, My Son may not want a
wife: He is too great a king to want a spouse, tydsupper is too good cheer to be lost;
therefore go and fetch in the Gentiles. | thanklLibel that ye are come in. | know not a town
in the kingdom of Scotland that is not come in,eptoone, and | am afraid for the wrath of
God to light on that shortly. Always God hath higmotime. But trow ye, that God will give
that honour to everyone? Nay. | protest in my ovilg pidgment (howbeit | cannot scance
upon king’s crowns) that it were the greatest horbat ever King Charles got, to subscribe
the covenant. But trow ye that every minister ancgb will come in? Nay: if you will read
the history (2 Chronicles 30:10) you will see thenttary; when Hezekiah was going to
renew the covenant, and to keep the passover,dlyetdxt says that numbers mocked and
thought themselves over-jelly to come in; but thed®se hearts the Lord had touched, they
came in and kept the blythe day. Indeed | was difosice, that Christ would have left old
Scotland, and gone to new Scotland, and that Hddnwave left old England, and gone to
new England: and think ye not but He can easilyhde? Has He not a famous church in
America, where He may go? Indeed | know not a kimgdn all the world, but if their plots
had gone on, they had been at antichrist’'s shaeew; but all his limbs and liths | hope
shall be broken, and then shall our Lord be gréwrefore come away in your wedding
garment, and ye that have not put it on, now pahjtand come away to the marriage: and |
thank the Lord, that ye are prevailed with, by Goalssisting of our faithful brethren to bring
you in; the Lord grant that ye may come in with yovedding garment. It is but a small
matter for you to hold up your hand; and yet, Ipges, some of you when it was in doing
took a back-side. | tell you that it is no mattérsport to board with God: therefore come
away with your wedding garment: for the Masterha feast sees you, and knows all that are
come to the marriage feast. | know you not, butMaster knows you every one: He knows
who came in on Sabbath and who came in yesterdaywao will come in today, and who
are going to put on their wedding garment and aasty their duds. Away with your duds of
pride, your duds of greed and of malice; away witlthese duds, and be like the poor blind
man in the gospel, who when he knew that Chrigeddlim, he cast his old cloak from him,
and came away; so do ye, cast aside all excusesamnd to the wedding. And now with a
word of the wedding garment | will end.

This wedding garment consists of three pieces:

(1) There is one piece of it looks to God, and teaboliness. (2) There is another
piece of it looks to ourselves, and that is solri€B) Another piece of it looks to our
neighbour, and that is righteousness.

The first is holiness. | charge you to put it oe;that are the provost and bailies, | love
you dearly, and all the members of the town; gemtie, and all gentlewomen, and all of you
| love you dearly; and therefore | charge you alidoe God, in my last farewell unto you, to
be holy, according as ye have sworn in your covenan

2. Be sober. Howbeit | be a stranger, yet | liketherly love and Christian fellowship
well; but drunkenness and gluttony, feasting andwsing, | hate, especially now when the
Kirk of Scotland is going in dool-weed. Therefore sober. (1) Be sober in your apparel. |
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think there is too much of gaudy apparel among y2uBe sober in your conceits. (3) Be
sober in your judgments. (4) Be sober in your selieeiting. (5) Be sober in your speaking.
(6) Be sober in your sleeping. (7) Be sober in yiawful recreations. (8) Be sober in your
lawful pleasures. And finally, be sober in all ress, that it may be seen ye are the people
that have renewed your covenant.

3. Be righteous. | know not if ye have false wesgaibd balances among you; but whether
there be or not, | give you all charge who haversvibbe covenant, to be righteous.

In a word, this wedding garment is Jesus Christt & on the Lord Jesus Christ.” |
cannot give you a better counsel nor Christ gav&léotha — forget the many things and
choose that one thing which is needful; and witlhviDastill desire that one thing — “To
behold the beauty of the Lord in his temple”; anthwPaul — “Forget the things that are
behind, and press forward to the prize of the tugling through Jesus Christ.” The Lord fill
your hearts with the love of Christ.

If thou askest what will this garment do to theg@nkwer, This garment serves (1) for
necessity; (2) for ornament; (3) for distinction.

1. For necessity. And this is threefold. (1) To @othy nakedness and hide thy shame.
(2) To defend thy body from the cold of winter areht of summer. (3) For necessity to hold
in the life of the body. So put on Jesus Chrisg ttedding garment, and (1) He shall cover
the shame of thy nakedness with the white lineisf righteousness; (2) He shall defend
thee when the wind of trial begins to blow roughl &ard, and when the blast of the Terrible
One is arising to rain fire and brimstone uponwleeld. “Then he shall be a tabernacle for a
shadow in the daytime from the heat, and a plagefafje for a covert from storm and from
rain.” “A refuge from the storm and shadow from tteat, when the blast of the terrible ones
is as a storm against the wall.” When men are pogstide shall be a brazen wall about thee,
and when they pursue thee, He shall keep theestésom.

2. A garment is for an ornament. Who is the begbdeed body and the trimmest soul?
Even the poor soul that has put on the bridegroesusl that soul is fair and white, and
altogether lovely. “There is no spot in it,” becaudke Lord hath put upon it “broidered work,
bracelets, and ornaments.”

3. A garment is for distinction. There must be stidction among you — between you and
the wicked world — because ye have renewed youeraw with God; and this distinction
must not only be outwardly (for an hypocrite magmeeindeed very fair), but it must be by
inward application. | desire you all that are hegnme not only to put it on but to hold it on;
put it on and hold it on, for it is not like anothgarment, neither in matter nor shape, nor in
use nor in durance. | may not insist to handléut; it is not like other garments — especially
it is not like a bridegroom’s garment, which he bagoday and off to-morrow.

Therefore | charge you all your days to hold it Ag, that which ye had on upon Sabbath
last, and yesterday, and which you have on this seg that ye cast it not off to-morrow.
What heard you cried on Sabbath last and yesteaddythis day? Hosanna, hosanna! And
wherefore cried ye yesterday and this day, Hosamoeganna? Look that when we are away,
and your ministers not preaching to you, that wermt, “Crucify Him, crucify Him.” | fear
that many who, last Sabbath, yesterday, and thys ltve been crying Hosanna, hosanna,
shall, long ere the next Sabbath, cry “Crucify Hamd hang Him up.” But | charge you, O
sons of Zion and ye daughters of Jerusalem, that tpmgues never cease in crying Hosanna
till Christ come and dwell in your soul.

Ye that are masters of this college, if ye countwoethy to speak to you, | would have
you keep your garments clean, and take heed thia¢ ymt spotted with uncovenanted spots.
Ye that are scholars, take heed what sort of legrand traditions ye drink in, and hold your
garments clean. We hear of too many colleges inaheé that are spotted, but we hope in
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God that ye are yet clean. And young and old of yake all heed to your garments, that they
be white and clean and beautiful.

For the Lord’s sake, all ye that are hearing me taded to your garments; but especially
ye that have subscribed your covenant, take heegbuo garments; for blythe will your
adversaries be to see any spot on them. And, tretdbr the Lord’s sake, study to be holy.
Otherwise Papists will rejoice at it, and the wealk stumble at it; and so ye will wound and
bore the sweet side of Christ. And therefore putyoar wedding garment, hold it on, and
hold it clean; walk wisely and before the world.

Now | commend you to Him who is able to strengthsaplish, and settle you. To Him

be glory, honour, and dominion, for ever and edanen.
[October 1908]
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