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8th September, 1907.

(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, andgegi him a name which is above every
name: that at the name of Jesus every knee showd df things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth; and that evamrgue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father” — Philippia2i19-11.

In this chapter the Apostle gives several exhanetito those to whom he writes. He
exhorts them to have “the same love,” and to benefaccord and one mind; that they should
do nothing “through strife or vainglory,” but tham lowliness of mind, they should esteem
others better than themselves. Then he exhorts timrto be selfish, but “to look not every
man on his own things, but also on the things be”; and he sets Christ before them as
their example. “Let this mind be in you which wasoain Christ Jesus.” He looked not to the
things that belonged to Himself exclusively, but ldeked on things belonging to others.
And the Apostle shows how He did this. At the sixérse he says, “Who, being in the form
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with Gbdt made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made likeness of men: and being found
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and beabudient unto death, even the death of
the cross.” In verses seven and eight we haveva ®ieChrist’s humiliation, and in our text
we have a view of Him in His exaltation. God proeaido open the windows of heaven, and
to send down His blessing through these windowshmse that waited upon Him. The
windows of heaven are the Scriptures of truth. Weret that God opened these windows,
no blessing would come down to our sinful racés through the windows of His own Word
that He at any time sends down His Spirit and Hé&sging upon sinful creatures; and not
apart from His Word. In the verses preceding out tee look downwards through these
windows to see the deep humiliation of His Sonunmature, and in the words of our text we
are called upon to look upwards to behold the akah of Christ, who humbled Himself. In
endeavouring to address you for a little from theseds as the Lord may enable me, | shall
direct your attention to three things: —

I. — The exaltation of Christ;

Il. — The purpose for which He is exalted — “thatlee name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things infeahd things under the earth, and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus G#itistrd”; and,

[ll. — The exaltation of Christ shall be “to theogy of God the Father.”

|. — The exaltation of Christ. The question aris8§ho exalted Christ?” Students of
Scripture often discuss the question as to by wloater Christ was raised from the dead.
Some say it was by His own power; others, by theguoof the Father; and others, by the
power of the Spirit. It is true that Christ roseig own power. He had “power to lay down”
His life, and He had “power to take it again.” Tliegmmandment He had received of His
Father. It is also true that He was quickened ey Spirit, and it is also true that He was
raised by His Father. But here it is not a questibpowerat all, as we shall try to show, but
a question ofight. If it were a question of power, there is no doulnt Ghrist raised Himself
and that the Spirit quickened Him; but at preseathave to deal with a questionrajht, not
a question of power. We are to inquire whose rigitas to raise Him from the dead and to
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exalt Him, and we are told here that God exaltech,Hhat is, God the Father, the First
Person of the Trinity. “There are three PersonhéenGodhead — the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, and these three are one God, the sarsghistance, equal in power and glory.”
The three Persons are concerned in the work oésat: The First Person in that scheme of
salvation stands up representing the Godhead, i@ satisfaction to His justice before
any sinner could be saved; the Second Person irsthame stands up as the surety for His
people, undertaking to satisfy justice in ordet thay might be saved; and the place assigned
to the Holy Spirit is to apply the redemption ofrShto those for whom He died. Now,
seeing that it was God the Father that undertoaletnand satisfaction to His justice before
any sinner could be saved, and seeing that He @ttep Christ as the surety, who satisfied
the requirements of His law by humbling Himself &setoming obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross, it was the right of then&ato exalt Him after He had finished the
work given Him to do. So we read that God hath ligixalted Him. It was Christ Himself
that humbled Himself. He undertook to do so, anddideso, but it was God the Father that
exalted Him, and that in His capacity as a JudgeolBserving the part that each Person of
the Godhead took in the salvation of sinful meny yall see how suitable, | may say, the
arrangement is. God the Father appears as a Jadigntand satisfaction to His justice to
demand the punishment of the transgressor or o$umsty in his place. Now, you will see
that a sinner, when awakened to a sense of higssmpre afraid of God, the First Person,
than he is of the Second Person; and it ought tedhédecause it is God, the First Person
representing the Godhead, that demands the punntlohsin; but when the awakened sinner
reads or hears of the Son, the Second Personké® ¢caurage, for Christ’s place was not to
demand the punishment of sin but to act as theysofehe sinner — to endure the penalty of
the law; and therefore the sinner ought to be eragma at the mention of the name of Christ.
We may truly say that the sinner flees for refugenf an angry God to a God reconciled in
Christ.

It was God the Father, then, who exalted Chrisd,iawas just that He should be exalted
after He had humbled Himself. He was taken fronsgriand from judgment, we read; He
was brought to the dust of death because He took tjdim the sins of His people; He was
laid in the grave as in a prison, and after He padl the debt, God the Father, as the
righteous Judge, comes forward and raises His fon the grave. And this is the first step
in Christ's exaltation, of which the Apostle spediere, “God hath highly exalted him.”
Now, when Christ was raised from the grave, He veaésed not only as the Surety of His
people, but also as their Head. He is the Headhefoody, the Church, and when He was
raised from the dead as the Head, His mystical lvoay also raised with Him; and so we
read of their being “risen with Christ.” Althouglhat passage also refers to a spiritual
resurrection, still there is a sense in which ityrba said that they died with Him, that His
death was their death, and His resurrection wasally their resurrection. So that when God
the Father raised Christ from the dead, He hackliesalso on those for whom He suffered —
for whom He paid the debt, and He left none of trdown in the grave. His mystical body
was also raised. The Church was raised from theegaaChrist’s resurrection.

The second step in His exaltation was His ascensiomeaven. Who exalted Him to
heaven? Well, if you read of His ascension you fildl that “He wagakenup in a cloud,”
and that implies the work of another, even of HinWhom it is said, God exalted him.” He
is now exalted to heaven, and is no longer to lem se this world in human nature. He
promised to be with His Church to the end of thaleyoand He fulfils that promise in a
spiritual sense, but until then “the heavens mosttain him.” There are those who expect
that in the millenium He shall come in human natioreeign on earth for a thousand years,
but there is no scriptural warrant for such belidfere are others who maintain that Christ, in
human nature, is present in the Sacrament; buhfsridea there is no scriptural foundation
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either, for “the heavens must contain him until thstitution of all things,” till He shall come
in flaming fire at the last day.

The third step in His exaltation is His sittingthe right hand of the Father. It was the
Father Who exalted Him to His right hand. It was Father Who said, “Sit thou at my right
hand till | make thine enemies thy footstool.” Thias the work of God the Father as Judge.

The last step in His exaltation is His coming agatithe last day to judge the world. That
will be the completion of Christ’s exaltation. Gtrshall come again.

Christ’'s exaltation was the reward of His humibati that is, He humbled Himself, and
thereforeGod exalted Him. There are some who hold that Clwas not exalted as a reward
of His obedience, but only for the benefit of Hisople. It is true He was exalted as the
Surety of His people for their benefit, but | thirikis true also that His exaltation was in
reward of His humiliation. We have already mentobtigat Christ was exalted as the Head of
His mystical body, and herein lies their safetyoing through the wilderness of this world,
in every time of difficulty, of trial, of tribulatin: for they are told, “In this world ye shall
have tribulation,” or affliction; but in view of diexaltation, He adds, “Be of good cheer, |
have overcome the world.” How is it that the Chuo€lGod survives so many fiery trials and
waters of affliction? How is it that she lives #t that she perseveres to the end? It is because
the Head is exalted. Perhaps you may have seemdathinto the sea, and you were afraid
he would be drowned, but observing that he was t@blkeep his head above the water, you
were relieved of that fear. It is true of a manreatol swim — that he shall never be drowned so
long as he can keep his head above the water.rAaking use of this as an illustration of the
point in hand, herein, as | said, lies the safdtghe Church in all times of trouble and
affliction, that, though they sink into deep waterst the Head is exalted above the waters.
So long as you see the Head exalted — and espgestahighly exalted — above the waters,
you need not be afraid that the Church — His mgktimdy — shall perish. In the deepest
waters in which they may be, they can hear theevoicthe Head above, saying, “Because |
live, ye shall live also.” Just as in the case aian who might fall into the water, if his body
could speak, it would cry, “I fear | shall peristhut the head would answer, “There is no
ground for such fear: because | am above the wateshall never be drowned.” This is the
comfort of God’s people; for He says, “When thosgmst through the waters, | will be with
thee: and through the rivers, they shall not oeerfthee: when thou walkest through the fire,
thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flamelk upon thee.”

Christ, then, is highly exalted; and if you ask,whigh is He exalted? we cannot tell.
Even an apostle could only say, Hehighly exalted. To take a little thing in illustration.
There are many high mountains in this world, angbiti saw one of them and did not know
the height of it, you would enquire of your fellaweature, but he would answer, “I do not
know how high it is, but it igxceedinghhigh.” And thus Paul, who spoke by inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, spoke of the exaltation of Chride was a mere man — a creature — and was
too short to reach to the high exaltation of Chrsst he could only say, “God hath highly
exalted him.” He is exalted above holy angels: hatgels are high, but they are creatures.
He is exalted above “the spirits of just men maedget.” There is no creature in heaven on
the same platform with Christ. There are some tifiak that creatures are as high as Christ
Himself; they ascribe the attributes of God to tuess, to angels and men, but that is a great
mistake. There are some that pray to the sairtisaven. Are the saints omniscient? Can they
see all things? Can they hear all things? Ah, has ffor want of seeing the distinction
between the Creator and the creature that this ariges. Although we should speak to the
angels in heaven, they cannot hear us; should weksfp “the spirits of just men made
perfect,” they cannot hear us: should we speakh& Apostles and the Virgin Mary in
heaven, they cannot hear us; for if you think tbay hear you, you are guilty of ascribing the
attributes of Him who is omniscient to mere creasyihowever exalted and however blessed
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they may be. There is an infinite distance betwiencreature and the Creator. Even when
God created man, He created him in His own imagestil he remained a creature. At the
same time you are to remember there was a nedoeessen the creature and God, for our
first parents, before they sinned, were full of Gudl of His image, full of the enjoyment of
God, so that the distinction between Him as Creatal them as creatures did not interfere
with their happiness.

Now, supposing that man had kept his first estatmmocency, this distance between
God and man would remain; and now that God hasdfaurt a way of saving sinners and
bringing them to Himself, let us remember that ditance between them as creatures and
Him as Creator is infinite. Then, does anyone skjgw then are we to understand the
Scripture that speaks of the nearness of His pdopthrist?” Well, this is explained in the
way to which | have already referred, viz., theogment of God. And then let us remember
also that Christ took upon Him our nature, and thate is a nearness in this respect. But the
distance between them and Christ, as God, Who shwelhe light to which no creature can
approach, does not interfere with the nearnesshwvHis people have with Him in some
measure on earth and in perfection in heaven.ds chwt interfere with their happiness at all,
because they are a people that are near Him, nii@¢ elim, for we hear some of them say,
“Truly our fellowship is with the Father and withdHSon, Jesus Christ.” At the same time, it
is for want of attending to these distinctions thaimany errors have crept into the professing
Church. Many are inclined to put the Virgin Maryhridt's mother, on the same level with
Himself. She is among the redeemed, one of Hislpebpt she is only a creature, and is far
from being on the same platform with Him Whom Gadhhhighly exalted. As we have it in
the Epistle to the Ephesians, towards the endeofitst chapter, “God hath given him a name
which is above every name that is named, not amlyhis world, but in that which is to
come.” And what is meant by this name? It meansddisinion, His sovereignty. He hath
given Him all power in heaven and in earth. He tgatlen Him power over all flesh, that He
might give life eternal to those that He has gitAm. For example, the personal name of the
King of Great Britain is Edward, but he is alwaysoken of as “King Edward,” and this
additional name marks out his office — his domini&dnd so the name given to Christ by the
Father we understand to be the symbol of the usadelominion that He gave Him, as He is
highly exalted at His own right hand, having ally@w in heaven and on earth given Him, and
power to judge because He is the Son of Man. Theusead that every tongue shall confess
that He is Lord. “He is Lord of all.” It is in viewf this that the Apostle calls Him Lord. He is
called Jesus because He is the Saviour, butrnttisel sense of His office in heaven and of His
universal dominion and authority that He is calledd.

Now, | am not going to speak upon the other heauds tlhe evening, as it would keep
you too long, but this is a subject in which we louig be interested if we love the Lord Jesus
Christ. We ought to rejoice that He is exalted, #mat He is so highly exalted. The more
exalted your friend is in the place of authoritydanfluence, the better it is for you; and the
Church ought to think not only of the humiliatioh®@hrist, but also of His exaltation, as the
Apostle says, “He was delivered for our offenceg,was raised again for our justification.”
Christ, then, being exalted as the Head and theeReptative of His mystical body, the
Church, they shall be exalted also; and as sul§¢@d hath highly exalted Him, He shall
also exalt them. Not only does the Gospel seek thailtation, but the very justice of God —
the law of God which Christ, their Surety, magrdfiand made honourable — demands it.
Remember this, then, for your encouragement iflpok to Jesus, that as sure as the law of
God demanded the exaltation of Christ, so suregsdbat very law (which you have broken)

demand that you be exalted with Him. May God bldissword!
[November 1907]

Continued,
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Sabbath Evening, 8th September, 1907.

We have already spoken something on the first head the exaltation of Christ, and we
now proceed to consider: —

. — The purpose or end for which God hath higelyalted Him. The purpose is
mentioned here: “That at the name of Jesus evesg khould bow, of things in heaven and
things in earth and things under the earth, ant dtery tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”iFlpurpose shall be fully realised in due
time, for God is not like man. Man may purpose amaly not be able to accomplish; but
when God purposes there is nothing to hinder Hisgbrg to pass that purpose, and His
purpose here is that every knee — all creatures, amel angels — should bow the knee to
Christ, or render obedience to Him.

By “things” here we are to understand reasonabdatares, for so God speaks of us
under the name of a thing or things; as when Ckest, “The Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost,” tithing which was lost. We know that He came to seek
and to save sinners of the human race, so “thathwias lost” means sinners of the human
race — men who have sinned against God. It isiBidénse we are to understand “things”
here. There are three classes of reasonable @sapoken of, and the first class is the holy
angels. These are spoken of as “things in heavidrete were, no doubt, men in heaven at
the time. There were two there with their bodiesval as with their souls, and there were
many of the spirits of just men made perfect thérd, these are not meant by “things in
heaven,” because they were born in this world aed th this world; they belonged to the
earth — they belonged to time.

By “things in heaven,” then, we are to understdrelholy angels, whose place is heaven;
angels who kept their first estate in which Godated them. Now, it may be said that the
holy angels obeyed the Lord Jesus before. Yes, riinagered perfect obedience to Him as
their Creator, but in connection with the scheme of redemptiomelveas a new relationship
formed between holy angels and the Church of reddemen and their Head, Christ; so that
the angels were now to render to Jesus Christveobedience. When Adam and all his
posterity fell, angels did not know that any of theman race would be saved. Angels are
creatures; they are not omniscient, though someleere so foolish as to ascribe to them
attributes which belong to God only. The purposeafing sinners of the human race was
from all eternity hid in the bosom of God Himsalf it pleased Him to reveal it in time.
When He revealed to the holy angels that He purpésesave sinners of the human race,
while He passed by the fallen angels, He also nkadevn to them that they were brought
into a new relationship to the Church on earth, @wad they, in common with the Church on
earth, were to have Christ as their Head. He isHbad of the Church, as we read in the
Epistle to the Colossians (1:18). He is the Heathefangels — Head of elect men and Head
of “elect angels.” There are elect angels — thbse kept their first estate — and they were
under the Headship of Christ in the purpose of Goth eternity; but this was hid from
creatures. Afterwards, we believe, it was made knaowvthe holy angels that they were
indebted to Christ for standing and not falling swiéke the others. That is a very solemn
thing!

“Who made thee to differ?” the apostle asks. Wiaet thou that thou hast not received?
and if thou receivedst it, why dost thou boast? Whede thee to differ? Who hath made
thee, who art taken out of a state of nature, fferdirom thy neighbour, who is still in a state
of sin and misery? If God’s people thought of thisegre would be no room for boasting.
Boasting would be cast out, not by the law of wolkg by the law of faith. “He that glories,
let him glory in the Lord.” If angels stood, letetim glory in God; if some sinners are saved,
while others perish, let them glory in the Lord.!Ahwe thought of this, my friends, we
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would be far from being high-minded; we would leavlin the dust at the footstool of God’s
sovereignty. We would be thankful to be allowedny, like another, “God be merciful to me
a sinner.” Ah! if poor sinners thought of this, yheould not think so much of their own

goodness and good works. They would seek, like,Paulbe found in Christ, not having

their own righteousness, which is of the law” (tgbwPaul did more good works than any in
our day). We believe that all who are savingly taugf God are of this mind; that they will

flee from their own righteousness, from their owsod works, to Christ and to His good
work which He finished upon the Cross. That isdahl good work that will stand us.

Because of the new relationship formed betweenhiblg angels and the church of
redeemed men, God appointed the holy angels to ibestaring spirits to the Church on
earth, and when the purpose to save sinners diuiman race was made known to them, they
began with eager eyes and earnest minds to lookhetmystery of this great thing, and they
desired with vehement desite look into the scheme of redemption. And althotiggy do
not need it themselves they put us to shame, whanasuch need of salvation. Many of us
never desired to look into this mystery. Ah! it magt be too late, poor sinner, for you to
begin now while mercy can be had; you are where Quehs the eyes of the blind. Begin
even now — this Sabbath evening — to look intorthestery of redemption. Join the holy
angels in this becoming work.

The angels were sent into this world by God the. $tenhad work for them in connection
with His Church. He made them ministering spirdsthem that are heirs of salvation, and
they were very willing to undertake that work. u/will read the Old Testament, you will
find very early in its history Christ sending argyéb the patriarchs. He sent an angel again
and again to Abraham, and to others, to reveal tma the mind of God. And in New
Testament times also we believe that Christ stilhtimues to use the holy angels as
ministering spirits to His Church on earth, althbubey cannot be seen with the bodily eye.
There is not a Sabbath passing, or a time whetspel is preached, but the holy angels are
present to carry back the news to heaven whatéewveay be, and so we read that there is joy
in heaven among the angels when one sinner is bt@éagepentance. Now, if this be so — as
we believe it is — holy angels are present in oburCh from time to time. What news have
they to carry back this evening? Have they to thkesad news back to creatures in heaven: —
“We have seen this person and that person for yesmsng the Gospel, and they have not yet
given their hearts to Christ?” Sometimes they cdifferent news: — “There is a sinner there
brought to repentance — brought to Jesus. Let gis be sing praises to God for it!”

The second class mentioned is “things in earth.’aW\dre the creatures on earth that are
to bow the knee at the name of Jesus and to cowfdsghe tongue that He is Lord? They are
creatures of the human race. Christ was exaltedtilgahuman race, all of them, without
exception, should bow the knee to Him, or obey Huallingly or unwillingly, and to
confess, whether they would or not, that He is Ldfdw, there are two kinds of men in this
class: there are the good men and the bad. Albwneature evil — “there is none righteous,
no, not one.” When sin entered into this world, e@scaped its ruin, but grace made a
difference. By nature there is none good. Thera rman, no doubt, as a reasonable creature,
what we call moral goodness, which God bestows wgsoas a check on our evil nature: were
it not for this restraining grace we would be like very devils. Any civility, any kindness,
that is to be found in the natural man is a gifinir God, which shall be taken from him at
death, unless he is born again and made a newiarreat Christ. At the time of the
crucifixion of Christ, God withdrew this preventiggace and gave full liberty to men to do
their utmost to show forth their enmity to Chrighd the consequence was that they behaved
like wild beasts, as they are called in Scriptutgylls” and “dogs.” “Many bulls have
compassed me:” “For dogs have compassed me; teenbbsof the wicked have enclosed
me: they pierced my hands and my feet” — Psalm226l They were as if they were mad,
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and let loose from hell. Those nearest the Lordslemote Him on the face with their hands,
and others spat upon the Lord of Glory, while thagain on the outskirts, who could not get
near enough to smite or spit upon Him, cried aldédyay with Him: away with Him:
crucify Him: crucify Him.” That was what happenecen God withdrew His restraining
grace. But there is a difference betweestraining grace andsaving grace. Of the two
classes of people who must bow the knee to Clistown people do it willingly, and those
who are not of His people must do it whether thé{ av not. The first time when His own
people begin to bow the knee to Him is when He cotoecall them effectually by the Holy
Spirit, and to make them willing in the day of Hewer, as we have been reading and
singing, “Thy people shall be willing in the daytbfy power.”

Have you begun to bow the knee at the name of Jddisspeople in every age have
begun to bow the knee at His name: they receivea it only as their Saviour, but also as
their Lord; yea, they received Him as the Lord 3e@rist, just as He is revealed in His
Word, as the jailor at Philippi was directed by fq@ostle when he asked “What must | do to
be saved?” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and ghalt be saved.” If you are saved you
will (I need not say, you must) willingly receivehfist as your Saviour, and also as your
Lord to rule over you. You remember in the day$df flesh, there were those who at first
seemed to receive Him as their Lord, and then tepgnted (and their repentance was a very
bad repentance), for they sent a messenger after“liVe will not have this man to reign
over us.” But His own people receive Him, not oaly/their Saviour, but also as their King,
to rule over them.

The other class on earth who are to bow the knétisahame are those who, in every
generation of the human race, persist in impengertd in unbelief, and who continue to
reject Christ as He is freely offered in the Gospeé those not to answer the end for which
God exalted Christ? Ah! yes, they are. However luksitent they may now be, there is a time
coming when they shall be seen to submit to thbaaity of Jesus Christ. There are many
now who say, like Pharaoh of old, “Who is the Lditht | should obey his voice?” There are
many infidels and atheists in this age. This iseail age. There are many giving open
defiance to God and to His Son, Jesus Christ: thegk at His great name. Wait you till the
day of judgment comes, when He sends forth the sumsnto cite all the human race to
appear before His throne. Will there be any disabddthen? Ah! no. You cannot then
distinguish the atheist from any other person inuaconverted state. They all respond,
however much against their will, to the call of Ghrfor there is arhust here. “Wemustall
appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” Thereo escape. No one can be disobedient
that day, and, seeing that such will be the casanay here say that the end for which Christ
has been exalted by the Father shall be realizstdomy by those who willingly submit to
Him in time, but also by His very enemies on eanthp must bow the knee at His name, and
confess with the tongue that He is Lord.

The third class that shall bow the knee to Christ“things under the earth.” Interpreters
of Scripture differ on some points, and on thisnp@ome are of the opinion that what is
meant by things under the earth, are the bodiesenf that are buried in the grave, and that
they shall bow the knee to Christ when they obey/\tdice on the day of the resurrection: but
| do not think that that is the meaning, becaugebibdies in the graves belong to the second
class, and though nounderthe earth, they were onoa the earth; and while it is quite true
that the dead shall hear his voice, and obeyilit] shink that by “things under the earth” we
are to understand the evil spirits — Satan withitmaimerable hosts of fallen angels. These
are spoken of as being “under the earth.”

Think, then, for a moment, of the three classe&epof. The holy angels in heaven, men
on earth, and the evil spirits in hell — the humaee being, as it were, in a middle state, the
only middle state in existence; you are not yeh@aven, and not yet in hell. While you are
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on earth there is hope for you; you are in the teidthte from which Christ saves sinners. In
heaven are the redeemed, in hell are the lost,enthere is no hope. You are yet on earth, in
the land of the living, but if you die refusing @tr remember you must go to the third place
— to the place below — “under the earth,” thahéd|.

The things under the earth, then, Satan, the pohd@arkness, and all his innumerable
hosts of fallen angels that apostatized with hiomfrGod, are the great enemies of Christ;
they oppose Him in every possible way, but it isl $gere that Christ was exalted that those
under the earth might bow the knee at His name cantess with the tongue that He is Lord.
When will that be? They will continue in their ertynand rebellion against Jesus Christ as
long as they can. They have no doubt but that thest obey his voice, as you can see in the
case of the poor man possessed of a legion ofsdéVihen Christ commanded them to come
forth, they obeyed at once, and had to ask His igsiom to enter the swine, although some
people in this age cast doubts upon and deny trisop of Scripture. But it is at the day of
judgment that the devils shall be seen to answeretid for which Christ was exalted. For
fallen angels have a kind of liberty (if libertymay be called) till the Church of Christ is
gathered out of every nation and every tongue uhdaven, until the end of time. There are
some condemned prisoners to whom a kind of liberggranted till a certain time, and so we
find that Satan and the other fallen angels areyabshut up in the prison of hell, as they
shall yet be — first, during the millennium; secpatithe last day. Satan himself is said to be
going about like a roaring lion, seeking whom heyrdavour: and you remember when, in
the days of Job, God asked Satan, “Whence comas?’tlhe answered, “From going to and
fro in the earth, and from walking up and down ih+ Job 1.7. As holy angels are
ministering spirits to the Church of God, so thesg spirits are busy every day and night in
this world helping men to ruin themselves eternadlyd we may say that although there is
enough evil in the heart of man to make him sing itrue that Satan tempts the sinner to
commit sin. As in the first sin, he still temptsisérs to do evil. He works in the children of
disobedience. You ask the help of the devil bejane commit sin, and whether you ask it or
not, he will incite you to it, he will tempt you,ehwill urge you on: so that every sin
committed in this world is committed not by evil malone, but by evil men and the deuvil
combined. But there is a day coming when the girits must bow the knee to Christ, when
He calls them to judgment and assigns to them #temal state in the place of torment. And
as such of the human race who die without Chriatl ¢f& punished, not only on account of
their sinfulness by nature, but also because these vy actual transgression heaping up
wrath against the day of wrath; so also the faflegels, although they were condemned after
their first apostasy, must be brought to accouriirador every evil they have done since
then. The first evil they committed after their afasy was their tempting the human race to
forsake God, and besides many other evils, younest wickedness the prince of darkness
did in connection with the sufferings of Christ evhhe tempted Him in the wilderness, and
again at the time of His crucifixion, how the hosfshell were set in array to terrify the
human nature of Christ, and to make Him trembletaethe awful cup of wrath which the
Father set before Him. Christ took upon Him ouirmities; and it is very likely that the
fallen angels surrounded Him to frighten Him, asytlry to frighten you and me when we
have difficulties before us: so that Christ in Higman nature trembled and said “Father, if it
be possible, let this cup pass from me;” but He m@sto shrink from the undertaking; His
human nature was strengthened; His Godhead suppdite and He said “Nevertheless, not
my will, but thine, be done.” On this account, dodall their persecution of the Church of
Christ, the evil spirits shall be brought before fhdgment seat, when they, with the prince
of darkness at their head, shall bow the knee bdfam.

Who shall be before the judgment-seat of Christ?t human race shall be there; the
good on the right, the bad on the left; and thémhal holy angels will, we believe, be at the
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right hand with God’s people, while on the left Mae all the unconverted who died without
Christ, together with all the evil spirits. Theteai be but two classes at the day of judgment.
All reasonable creatures will be present there, iamdll be — it mustbe — a very solemn
gathering. We shall be there too, and we ough¢éd preparation for it.

Now, when Jesus says to those on His left handcenuerted men and evil spirits —
“Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fipegpared for the devil and his angels,” is
there any that does not bow the knee to Him? Nohey must all obey, they must all depart
at His command. It is then that Satan and his ireraisie hosts of fallen angels, and all men
that they have deceived, shall be cast into theobéss pit; and it is then that Christ shall
take the key and lock the door, and it shall nd&opened. They shall never come out of
that place of woe. Now is the time to consider ¢hibsngs. The day of judgment will be too
late. Even the day of death may be too late. “Reefmameet thy God.”

lll. — The third thing we are to consider is thlae texaltation of Christ shall be “to the
glory of God the Father.” The first Adam by sin @alnis sin is our sin) robbed God of the
glory due to Him from the human race. Common ropbsra sin, but robbing God is an
awful sin; and robbing Him of His precious crowitis glory — is such a fearful sin that it is
a wonder there should be forgiveness for it. Busiak shall be forgiven to those that believe
in Christ. “We all have sinned and come short ef glory of God.” We all have robbed God
of the glory He had in view when He created manh&ais the chief end of man? The chief
end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him foree” It is remarkable that in the New
Catechism which has recently been published théstipn is entirely omitted. Its compilers
go wrong at the very outset of their endeavour &xema new Catechism. Little children may
now be taught that man was created in order taspléamself, or for any purpose but God’s
glory, and it would appear that the framers of e Catechism intentionally ignored this
important question. “Man’s chief end is to glorod and to enjoy Him for ever.”

You may learn from the history of creation that maas the crown of creation. Man
alone of all creatures was created with a reaserstall, whose end was to glorify God; and
all other parts of God’s creation were to glorifpdthrough man. Consider, then, that when
man fell, he dragged down with him all other pastscreation, and they also ceased to
answer the end for which they were created. Wedcgivie you many instances of this. Take
the heavenly bodies — the sun, moon, and starscrealted for the glory of God, but man —
fallen man — makes them cease to answer the efeiofcreation by commencing to worship
them instead of the Creator. Take the brute creatithe horse and the cow; how frequently
do men use them to dishonour God. Take, again, &addrink; how man, instead of giving
glory to God by eating and drinking, simply usessih to rob God of His glory. But by the
humiliation and exaltation of Jesus Christ, theddelcAdam, the glory taken from God was
to be restored. God is not to lose the least ofjtbey due to Him from reasonable creatures,
for the exaltation of Christ, the apostle tellsiggp be “to the glory of God the Father.”

How, then, is the exaltation of Christ to bring abthe glory of God the Father? Well,
He will have the glory of His grace in connectioithathe redeemed, and in connection with
each individual of them, and that because of thg wavhich Christ magnified the law and
made it honourable by finishing the work He gavenHio do. He said, “I have glorified thee
upon earth; | have finished the work which thoueagvme to do.” There is encouragement
here for you, poor sinner, if you are grieved fog tlishonour done to God by your sins. You
may say, “If | have robbed God of His glory, Christy surety, has rendered glory to God
with full interest. Ah! that is what meets my casea sinner that dishonoured God. Christ has
not only paid the debt in full, but He has paidith great interest, and this is the only balm |
find for my own conscience and for that of my fellginners.” There is your remedy. It is
but a delusion to seek comfort in anything elseu Yimay say, “I will try to do better.” Ah!
my friend, you cannot do it perfectly. You cannestr on that. Flee, then, to Him that
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glorified God. He is spoken of as “an hiding-pldcem the wind and a covert from the
tempest,” and He is the Lord Jesus Christ, thedsavNot only will He have the glory of His
grace from the redeemed, through Christ who gedifdim, but He shall also have the glory
without break throughout eternity from themselvesspnally, when they are made perfect in
holiness and shall immediately pass into glory.r&€hs now nothing against them. Christ
made up the breach, and they will continue, like lbly angels, to render glory to God not
only as their Creator but also as their Redeemer bélieve that although the joy of the holy
angels is perfect, and that their vessel cannotacomny more, yet the vessel of redeemed
men shall be larger; and so it would require toibegrder to express their thankfulness —
their unspeakable thankfulness — to Him who redeeimem with His own blood.

We now come to the glory of His justice. He shaVé this from “things on earth,” that
is, from men who die in an unconverted state. Yay tose your soul, but God will not lose
the glory that is His in connection with you aseasonable creature whom He created. Your
punishment shall be to the glory of God'’s justi€eere are some who deny the doctrine of
eternal punishment. From whom did they learn thi&% was the first to advance the heresy
of no future punishment? It was Satan. Satan cantleet woman and said, “Surely ye shall
not die.” Read for yourself in the third chapterGénesis how the father of lies first brought
forward this lie, and it is in the school of Sathat this doctrine is learned. Ask any who hold
this belief who their professor was, and, if thegwer truthfully, they must say it was the
devil. He has many students in every age, and irgeneration many so-called ministers of
the gospel and professors in colleges have hadeéHtacation in the school of Satan. And if
the devil began first to teach, when man was itate ©f innocency, and prevailed in making
man believe this lie, how much more easily canelaeh it to man in a state of sin and misery,
and beguile his posterity to believe it?

Christ's exaltation succeeded His humiliation, andike manner, His church in the
world shall have her humiliation also, but not tbe same end. Christ’'s humiliation was to
make atonement for sin, to lay the foundation ofvagan for His church, but their
humiliation is to prepare them for the inheritarafethe saints in light.” The apostle says
“Our light affliction, which is but for a moment,ofketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory. While we look not at thenigs whichare seen, but at the things
which are not seen: for the things which are seerteanporal, but the things which are not
seen are eternal.” God’s people are living stohaesthe stones must be dressed and polished
before they are put into the building above. Yowwnthat hewers of stones use sharp
instruments, and sometimes | am inclined to thimkt {Satan is one of the hewers, and his
instruments are very sharp, but he brings aboutwiatt he himself intends but what God
purposes, viz., the dressing and polishing andgrieg of the spiritual stones for the building
above.

Think then of Christ, for His people remember tiet Head is highly exalted. Let sinners
remember that He is exalted to the end that thall, skhether they will or not, bow the knee
to Him, and confess that He is Lord, to the glofyGod the Father. Now, carry with you
God’s Word, and pray over it. | also will endeavéwoircarry it with me, and to pray over it,
and to ask of God that it may be blessed to my soui and to your souls, for the glory of

His grace, through Jesus Christ. Amen.
[December 1907]
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Outlines of a Sermon

By the lateRev. JOHN MACQUEEN, Daviot, Inverness-shire.
Preached on 29th April, 1883.

(Taken down by a Hearer.)
[These outlines were issued in leaflet form by ofithe Daviot congregation.
They are slightly revised, but with no materiatgdtion. — B.]

“Then they that feared the Lord spake often onartother; and the Lord hearkened and
heard it, and a book of remembrance was writtenrbefim for them that feared the Lord,
and that thought upon his name” — Malachi 3:16.

|. — Their Character They “feared the Lord;”
Il. — Their Conduct- They “spake often one to another;”

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol 12 p. 57



lIl. — The Listener “The Lord hearkened and heard;” and
IV. — The Record- “A book of remembrance was written before hitg,”e

|. — Their Character They “feared the Lord.”

1. The fear of the Lord was the Old Testament tengenuine piety. Such persons,
under the New Testament, were called disciplesetievers. The knowledge of Christ and
the Gospel, as then revealed, wrought effectuajiyth® power of the Spirit upon men’s
hearts to cleave to God, to fear Him, and to defpanh evil. They were to be spared, “when
wrath burned as an oven” (chapter 4), and theyepbht together in evil times beforehand.
Surely a wise, beneficial practice — a safe exartgpfellow.

2. Godliness then was called the fear of the Lbetause the Spirit of adoption was not
so abundantly given to believers, as under the Nestament. “The Holy Ghost was not yet
given, because Christ was not yet glorified.” Itswaeet that when Christ himself received
the fulness of the Spirit, the Church should reeeivore of this sweet blessing. Precious
grace! implanted in the heart by the Spirit of glhce. A promise of the New Testament
Church, “I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitahiemsalem the spirit
of grace and of supplication” — (Zecharaih 12:10)vas a time opouringthen!

3. They feared the Lord, not man. Christ said will show you whom to fear,” etc.
The more of His love in the heart, the more wikyHear to offend Him. “Our God, whom
we serve, is able to deliver us from the burnirggyfifurnace, and he will deliver us out of
thine hand, O king; but if not, be it known unte¢h O king, that we will not serve thy gods.”
They stand in awe of the judgments which may béfedl Church and the world because of
sin. This fear implies the true knowledge of Gamel to God, and fear of His holiness and
goodness. “How much more shall your heavenly Fagher the Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him.” How ready are we to be cowed by the fear ahin

Il. — Their Conduct “They spake often one to another.”

It appears they knew each other, which the worldl d@ny. If another is within reach,
they will find him. Grace has aaffinity for grace. “He honoureth them that fear God” —
(Psalm 15:4). This is the qualification grace loéts— not whether they be rich or noble. It
was said to the imbecile, Angus Macleod, “You migitll wonder, Angus, that Mr.
Lillingston brought you into his dining-room.” “Ahwas the reply, “he might wonder that he
ever got the grace to humble him so to act.” Theas a time when “the Lord was coming to
his temple” — a time of high handed iniquity. Eversuch a time the Lord had a few who felt
for His cause and for His glory.

They loved one another, and held meetings, to ttadlether of the state of the Lord’s
cause, to enquire of Him by prayer, and to moumtlie backsliding of the Church. Such
meetings are highly profitable and mutually edityin greatly called for in our day.

Such will speak of the gracious experiences ofdivane life in the soul. You can only
speak of that to one who fears the Lord — othems@aunderstand it. “Come and hear, all ye
that fear God, and | will declare what he has doneny soul” — (Psalm 66:16). Oh, | should
like to hear you on the subject. The Lord’s peapie ready to forget the sweet seasons they
have had and the truths which revived their hopeorder to that, they must have their
memories quickened by the Holy Ghost, which is ohHis offices. “But the Comforter, the
Holy Ghost, which the Father shall send in my nashaJl teach you all things and bring all
things to your remembrance whatsoever | have satiol you” — (John 14:26). How ready to
forget what He said, owing to their infirmities aodres, and trusting too much to their own
memory and understanding! How often was Christ av@fore you understood what His
teaching meant! Oh, what need of this work of tip#i§ as well as His comforting and
sanctifying! Consider your helplessness and need,He will bring to your remembrance,
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and then the truth is as warm and fresh as evgoun heart. Do you pray for the Spirit as a
Remembrancer?

It is the same with regard to the dispensationthefLord’s providence. We are deeply
moved by some trying dispensation, and ready tpasgwe shall never forget this. But how
soon the impression becomes dim, except the $fieitt us with it anew! It was after a long
interval Jacob said to his household — “Let useaaisd go up to Bethel, and | will make there
an altar unto God, who answered me in the day ofiistlyess, and was with me in the way
which | went” — (Genesis 35:3). His doings areked to be remembered.

lll. — The Listener “The Lord hearkened and heard.” How little issthonsidered
what is fit to be spoken before Gahd even before men! Is what you say fit for you to
utter, fit for God to hear? This ought to be anasat upon tongues on Sabbath and week-
days. Do we live under the belief that men shatidex an account for every idle word
spoken? The Lord noticed a conversation going ¢or His love is upon these people, and
He will observe all that is said by them. He ligdrand heard every wounlstinctly. He
might listen long before He heard anything goodkspoof Himself in many a family. “What
manner of communications are these that ye havecoarother as ye walk, and are sad?” —
(Luke 24:17) They were the things concerning Jesus of Nazafetke heed, man, what He
hears from you. He hears enough about the worldvandy, but little about Himself. “If ye
see him, tell him | am sick of love.” Oh, He knoiusThere is nothing done to His people but
He will hear. “Jesus heard that they had cast Hihi’ ®/hoever tells it, He hears all.

What reason have we all to feel ashamed, and Vieitothe dust, for what we have
uttered amiss before Him! O, that we had spokerembthe Eternal King’'s beauty and love
— more about Hisufferings and death pouring out His soul on “the cross” unto deditlve
felt this aright, our talk would oftener turn upthre grand theme of “the cross.”

IV. — The Record- “A book of remembrance was written before himtfeem that feared
the Lord, and that thought upon his name.” It setmasthe Listener thought what He heard
worthy to be written down and recorded. He keep®oak, then,the book of His
remembranceand they have a book. His book is “for them.” dok between Him and them
is kept.

He gives thenthe book of consciende keep, which at present is but an imperfect copy
of the book of His remembrance. However, we caacefinothing from it, though in our own
keeping. When conscience is touched by omnipotewep, it then faithfully records for or
against us.

But there is many a thing in their book againsttkelves, which is not in God’s book.
The foul deeds and sins of youth, which you rementie/e been blotted out of God’s book,
if you have come to the blood of Christ with théinhave blotted out as a thick cloud thy
transgressions,” etc. — (Isaiah 44:22). He will leatve the awful debt standing against them,
when forgiven. “In those days, and at that timé&hsthe Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be
sought for, and there shall be none,” etc. — (Jeterh:20).

God’s book is written fothem,i.e., on their behalf. Their good things are writtentin i
because they are ready to forget them themselizesd,"when saw we thee an hungered, and
fed thee?” — (Matthew 25:37). Ah, the cup of coldter will be recorded. Every good word
and good thought for Christ is there. The timehafit espousals to Christ is in this register;
and where and when converted — (Acts 17:34; Ps@l#).8

Every injury done to them is noted in the book.Ha¢h a bottle for their tears and a book
for their sorrows. “Put my tears into thy bottleg @hey not in thy book?” Every kindness
done to them is remembered; so the benefactorsetibe losers.

But here we see, the Lord exerciseth the faithisfgeople in this life. Matters written in
a book are not formmediate settlemenitThe just shall live by faith;” the formalist from
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hand to mouth. They often pray and see little afgye® of being heard — they suffer and
seem to be forgotten. Ah! but it comes to the sdinireg, or rather better for you; your

prayers and deeds are recorded, and will surelgnsavered in the Lord’s good time. “The
book of records of the chronicles” was read betdiregy Ahasuerus. Mordecai's good deed
for the king turned up; and the king said — “Whanhour and dignity hath been done to
Mordecai for this?” “Nothing.” But the deed was oeded, and now Mordecai begins to reap
the reward. — (Esther 6). Be not discouraged, debever, your wrong is not forgotten, your
prayer is not forgotten, it shall be heard. He d&sar of yours in His bottle, a wrong of yours
in His book! It will turn up to your account. If Héo not openly reward you with temporal

deliverance, you shall soon have the comfort defiore His throne. O brethren, He is now
hearing and booking.

Their thoughtsare recorded; “thahoughtupon his name.” Why the thoughts? Because
there is, perhaps, more grace, more of Christ ur yooughts than in any service you ever
gave Him outwardly. Take heed to your thoughts. Soimyour thoughts are more performed
by the Holy Ghost than any outward obedience restlerhe best service ever given to
Christ has not come up to the desire in your thtsigBut the Lord said to David, forasmuch
as it was in thine heart to build an house for ragng, thou didst well in that it was in thine
heart — (2 Chronicles 6:8). “I will takehat for the building.” David’s thoughts were as good
in the estimation of the Lord as Solomon’s templali its glory. The thoughts of your heart
are “your treasure.”

Inferences—

(1) We are deeply concerned to order our thoughts amdsabefore the Lord.

(2) His infinite delight in His people, and the eaexercised over their
interests.

(3) Their “Advocate” faithfully records their praggeand their trials, and will

plead them on their behalf.
[November 1907]

A Sermon.
By theREev. NEIL CAMERON, ST. Jude’s, Glasgow.

“And let the whole earth be filled with his glory’Psalm 72:19.

This Psalm has been understood by the Old Testa@tenth as referring to Christ, and
in the light of the New Testament no other opini®nenable. The last prayer of David, the
sweet psalmist of Israel, is recorded in it, and text contains the last words of it, which
were the last he uttered in time. He prayed forcthming of the kingdom of God throughout
all the nations of the earth, and died after sgr¥iis own generation. The two last things he
did before he died were to declare his satisfagtidhe covenant of grace, and to pray for the
spread of the knowledge of the Lord’s glory ovéidaids as the waters cover the channels of
the deep. Christ and the covenant of grace have, la@el shall continue to be, the only and
real ground of the hope of all the people of Goerdllike David, they find all their salvation
and all their desire. Upon this they exercise thamds daily, and upon their knees in their
own secret chambers (where no eyes of man see tiey)plead for the downfall of the
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kingdom of Satan and the coming of the kingdom bfi€€. Such wrestlers with God in
secret are few and far between in this poor geioerathere is a form of godliness, while the
power of it is denied; but the religion that wibbtnseparate the heart and mind, as well as the
outward conduct, from the world and its ways, wik keep the sinner from hell at death and
at the great day of judgment. But notwithstandihg tawful lukewarmness and self-
sufficiency of the bulk of professors, there arereyet a few who sigh and cry for all the
abominations done in the land, and the Lord’s eyeson the just, and His ears are open to
their cry. “When the Lord shall build up Zion, heal appear in his glory. He will regard the
prayer of the destitute, and not despise theirgrayVhen we look to the exercises of the
Lord’s people in the past, how we are made to blMghere can you find to-day a Jeremiah
saying, “Oh that my head were waters and mine ayisintain of tears, that | might weep
day and night for the slain of the daughter of nepgde”? This would be very like Christ —
“And when he was come near, he beheld the city, aept over it, saying, If thou hadst
known, even thou, at least in this thy day, thadgkiwhich belong unto thy peace! but now
they are hid from thine eyes.” May the Lord pouonjus the spirit of grace and supplication,
so that we may be led to look upon Him whom we haieeced and to mourn for Him. Sin
shall cause mourning to every sinner either in wasld or in eternity. If in this world, the
truth shall be fulfilled which says — “But they thescape of them shall escape, and shall be
on the mountains like doves of the valleys; alltttdm mourning, every one for his own
iniquity.” Then shall Christ be made glorious iritheyes.

But let us consider, as we may be helped and guiglede Holy Spirit, the words of our text.

l. — What we may understand by the words, “His gloAnd

Il. — Let us consider the petition, and the fornwihich it is expressed — “And
let the whole earth be filled with his glory.”

|. — We are to consider first what we are to uners by the words, “His glory.”

(1) The glory of His person should be considerede Scriptures with one voice
throughout teach that Christ is God. The Gospebmiog to John begins with a clear
statement of this fact — “In the beginning was\ttherd, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. . . . And the Word was made flesh, &amelt among us (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of thehea}, full of grace and truth.” In the Epistle
to the Hebrews, the Spirit proves from the Old &e®nt Scriptures that the Messiah was
none else but God. He quotes the Father addresBmgthus — “Thou art my Son. Thy
throne, O God, is for ever and ever. And thou, Lard the beginning hast laid the
foundations of the earth; and the heavens are drkswof thine hands. Sit on my right hand,
until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” The Ptures also teach as clearly that He was
true man. “God sent forth his Son, made of a wommaade under the law.” Again, “And
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bforgh a son, and thou shalt call his name
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called adheoSthe Highest; and the Lord God shall
give unto him the throne of his father David.” ®attour Lord Jesus Christ is God and man —
two distinct natures in one person. Isaiah spaldisfglory as Mediator when he said, “For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is giverg #re government shall be upon his
shoulders: and his name shall be called Wonde@dunsellor, the mighty God, the
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” Thishes anly Redeemer of God’s elect. This
doctrine forms the foundation upon which the trdeu€h of God is built, as the confession
of Peter shows — “Thou art the Christ, the Sonhefliving God. And Jesus answered, . . .
Upon this rock | will build my church; and the gai& hell shall not prevail against it.”

(2) The glory of Christ as Prophet, Priest, andgicalls for consideration when we
speak of His glory. As a Prophet He revealed thelevmind and will of the Father to man. It
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was Christ, by His Spirit, that communicated to gmephets under the Old Testament
dispensation the truths they declared and put oarde Into these truths they searched in
order that they might attain to somewhat of thesamng — “Searching what, or what manner
of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them diynify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that shoulddal.” The counsels and purposes that were
in the mind of God were known only to the ThreesBas. It was absolutely necessary that
these should be revealed, because God purposestdsmners of mankind. The truth about
man’s fall; the guilt and misery in which that inved himself and all his posterity; the mercy
and love of God in providing a Saviour; the waywhich salvation could be procured; and
the way in which lost men could be made partakéthe salvation purchased by Christ for
them; along with the hope of eternal glory, weiliedk which could never enter into the heart
of man had not the Son of God taken upon Himsdbieimome the Bearer of these glad tidings
to men. “No man hath seen God at any time; the bagotten Son, which is in the bosom of
the Father, He hath declared Him.” The infinitetaiiee between God and the creature,
needed to be bridged by God Himself, as it is emitt “Who only hath immortality, dwelling
in light which no man can approach unto; whom no math seen, nor can see.” Had not our
Lord Jesus Christ, as the Prophet, reduced thesg, gmspeakably great things into human
words, they could never become known to lost menaldne could declare the name of God
unto His brethren. Christ sent forth prophets goaisdes, but He alone is the Apostle of our
profession. The Father sent Him.

Christ alone can teach men savingly the truthdasét by Him in the Bible. The dead
will not hear the voice of man or angel until Chgpeaks to them by His Spirit, and then
they shall live and hear. He may and does use méfisaservants in setting forth the way of
salvation; but He tells them — “Without me you am nothing.” All His true messengers
have been made fully conscious of this. “A peoplalide willing in the day of his power.”

Christ has glory as priest. God purposed to sawgess of mankind, and elected them to
eternal life; but He, at the same time, appointedrheans by which they were to be saved.
He made it a condition that His justice should iy fsatisfied. In other words, that without
shedding of blood no sins should be forgiven. Cqueatly He revealed in Eden to our guilty
parents the promise of a suffering Saviour. All thbacrifices of the Old Testament
dispensation of the covenant of grace, were typ&hdast crucified. This was the manner in
which the gospel was taught during four thousarars/eBut we are told that the blood of
bulls and of goats could not take away sin.

The great day of atonement was an eminent typehastC This day had to be observed
once in each year in the Jewish Church. On thistideynigh priest offered first for his own
sins, and then for that of the whole people ofdkrble sacrificed a he-goat upon the altar,
after confessing the sins of the people on his haad brought the blood into the holiest of
all. He sprinkled the blood upon the mercy seat sexkn times before the mercy seat upon
the ground; and afterwards interceded for the sfrthe people. He immediately came out.
This showing that the way to the holy place was yaitmanifest while the first tabernacle
was standing. This taught that there was to beatglay of atonement in this world.

When Christ came as the great High Priest, thedrgttovided Him with a sacrifice; this
sacrifice was the body He prepared for Him. Chastpur great High Priest, offered Himself
without spot to God. He needed not to sacrifice Himself, for He was holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate for sinners. Thereforenétsled only a sacrifice for the sins of the
people. The Father laid on Him the iniquity of Hik people, and He, by one offering, for
ever perfected all them that are sanctified. Heslfied the work the Father gave Him to do,
and He finished it perfectly and for ever. God Father's eye was on this one sacrifice in
forgiving sins during the four thousand years thate past, and His eye is on it still. The eye
of guilty sinners, who were taught of the Holy Ghagere on this sacrifice during that time.
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You will see this in the case of Abel, for he brbtugn offering in faith. Christ crucified, in
the matter of forgiveness, is the object of faiince the death of Christ on Calvary’s cross,
God never asked nor accepted any other offeringifgrand never will. It was not by any
other blood, but by His own, Christ entered intaven itself for us. Because the satisfaction
which His blood gave to God’s justice was perfédg will never need to offer another
sacrifice, and He is now in heaven before the thi@imercy interceding for the remission of
all the sins of His people. His intercession fos igeople is all prevailing, as it is written —
“Thou hast given him his heart’s desire, and hastwithholden the request of his lips.”

The Son of God is our only High Priest, lde appears in heaven for us. All who pretend
to offer sacrifices as priests now vilify the glany Christ. They do this as regards His one
offering, and also as regards His intercessionwide appointed for this office by God the
Father, as it is written — “Thou art a priest fwee after the order of Melchizedech.” And
again — “We have such an high priest, who is sethenright hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens.” The day Christ died ornv&@gl was the great day of atonement for a
lost world, and the eyes of guilty men look to tldlaty backwards, as the eyes of others
looked forward to it. All who are taught of God Ivday with the great Apostle of the
Gentiles — “God forbid that | should glory, savetive cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified unto me, and | unto werid.”

Christ has glory as king both over all rationalattees, and over His Church. All power
in heaven and on earth has been given Him as Medigtthe Father. He is King of kings,
and Lord of lords on earth; and therefore kingsaonished to be wise, to obey Him in
loving obedience for fear His wrath may be kindéghinst them, and they perish. He has
absolute power over all flesh for the good of Hisu@h. Nations may revolt against His
Kingly authority, but to no avail, only to their omruin. “For the nation and kingdom that
will not serve Thee shall perish; yea, these natisimall be utterly wasted.” Earthly kings
pass away, and all their vain glory vanish withnthdut He is the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God to whom honour andrglare due for ever and ever. This Isaiah
had a vision of — “In the year that king Uzziahdllesaw also the Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up, and his train filled the templ€he glory of this great King caused him to
say — “Woe is me! for | am undone; because | anaa of unclean lips, and | dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyegehseen the King, the Lord of hosts.” Proud
Nebuchadnezzar learned this great fact by sad iexuger as he confessed — “Now |
Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the #fitgaven, all whose works are truth,
and His ways judgment; and those that walk in phielés able to abase.”

Christ is also King over His own Church. He rulgsHis Word and Spirit in the hearts of
His own people. They obey His voice speaking inSbdptures, and take it as their only rule
for glorifying Him in this World. It was becauseetipeople of God refused to obey earthly
kings and rulers in their manner of worship andhféinat they were persecuted unto death.
But Christ promised them that not a hair of thedadls should be lost. This was made
manifest in Babylon, when the three young men exfu® obey Nebuchadnezzar, and were
cast into the fiery furnace. They came out withewutn the smell of the fire being off their
garments or persons. It was for the same causestima¢ have suffered often since. They
know that He rules in His providence most holildanost wisely over all His creatures and
all their actions, and that no one can do themléhst harm unless He permits. This makes
the righteous bold as a lion in the affairs of Godbuse in this world. Wicked men and
devils are absolutely under His control, and, tfogee the righteous flee to Christ, their King,
to protect them when Satan and men begin to rde.views they get by faith of this King in
His beauty and the land that is very far off, catlan to say that all the gilded glory of this
world is nothing but vanity and vexation of spirit.
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(3) The gospel in its purity, preached to a lostldiois also declared in the Word of
God to be the glory of Christ.

The holy law reveals much of the glory of ChrishisTglory — at the giving of it — made
the children of Israel fear and quake. They couwt stand before such glory. The Apostle
describes it: “For if the ministration of condemnpat be glory, much more doth the
ministration of righteousness exceed in glory.” Tae of God has much of His glory set
forth in its authoritative declarations, and nothcan ever awaken the consciences of men,
dead in trespasses and sin, but the voice of Ghrike law. Saul of Tarsus felt this when He
spake to him on the way to Damascus and said, ,'Saull, why persecutest thou me?” The
voice of God’s law brings a sense of terrible glarnd majesty into the human soul. The
Apostle tells again his experience that day, ard,s&nd when | could not see for the glory
of that light, being led by the hand of them tharevwith me, | came into Damascus.” The
despisers of this law will one day see their follg, it is written — “The Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels imilzg fire, taking vengeance on them that
know not God.”

But Moses, after he beheld the glory of the holy, ldesired still to see the glory of God.
“And he said, | beseech thee, show me thy glory.And the Lord passed by before him, and
proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful andajous, long-suffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousandgiviag iniquity and transgression and
sin, and that will by no means clear the guiltyHig is the glory of the gospel, which is a
glory that exceeds that of the law. In the gospetl'§ love, mercy, pity, and graciousness
appear, and this to rebels of mankind. He callsiioers to turn to Him by Jesus Christ, and
offers to show mercy, and to forgive sins freelyptvs the gates of mercy open, and calls to
whosoever will to take of the water of life freeljhis the Apostle Paul calls “the glorious
gospel of the blessed God.” “God so loved the wdHdt he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, baveheverlasting life.” But we must
proceed.

(4) The ministers of the gospel are called the yglof Christ. This you will see
expressed in the words — “If our brethren be irepiiof, they are the messengers of the
churches and the glory of Christ.” This is certpinbt applicable to all who bear the name of
being messengers of Christ, for it must necesséelyestricted to the true messengers of
Christ. These are very few among men in our day.

Il. — Let us consider this petition, and the formwhich it is expressed — “And let the
whole earth be filled with his glory.”
In considering this petition we desire to notice tiings:

(1) That the iniquity with which the whole earthfiilled must be removed,;
(2) That the place iniquity now holds should b&@ilwith the glory of Christ.

1. That the iniquity with which the whole earthfided must be removed. This will
appear clearly to every careful reader of the Wadr@od. To be a sinner in a state of nature
is to bedarknessand to be in a state of gracdight, in Scripture language. Now these two
elements — light and darkness — cannot exist tege#is the one departs as soon as the other
comes. We will divide this darkness into four pa#ts

(1) The darkness of heathenism must depart befmaylory of Christ shall fill the
whole earth. This is so self-evident that none gamsay it, and both the Old and New
Testaments prove it beyond doubt. Its idolatryhisrid cruelty, its games, races, and plays,
and its ignorance of God — both as a just God awio8r — shall be dispelled. This was the
effect of the gospel among the heathen everywhece ¢he beginning of the Christian era.

(2) The idolatry, superstition, and enmity to Godsth, and the profession of it
which is according to godliness, shall have to éstrdyed out of Roman Catholic countries,

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol 12 p. 64



and from among the followers of the false prophet, the Turk. It will be by the breath of
the nostrils of Christ +e., the Holy Spirit — that this great change willdféected. There are
really wonderful changes taking place in the mdsthe countries which have been up till
now under the sway of the Pope. In some of thesg#ople seem to be really hating the
Roman harlot and eating her flesh; while — to aeagshame, be it said — we in this kingdom
seem to be healing the wound which our forefatigarge the Beast. But when the glorious
millennium will come Babylon will fall, never toge any more for ever. These great changes
will be brought about by the Word of God, but natlgably until awful things will happen in
the holy ruling of divine providence.

(3) The poor benighted Jews will have to be undecki They are still as bitter
against the gospel of Christ as they were in the da which Paul declared that wrath had
come upon them to the uttermost. But the Word af @mmises a bright day yet for the poor
Jews, for it says — “For if the casting away ofrthiee the reconciling of the world, what shall
the receiving of them be but life from the deadPieTtime when this glorious change will
take place is indicated in the truth which sayshdffblindness in part is happened to Israel
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” #ille praying people should earnestly plead
for these great changes, both among the GentikbSans.

(4) All the Churches designated Protestant willen&y turn from their backslidings,
idolatry, atheism, hypocrisy, and worldliness beftite whole earth shall be filled with His
glory. The Protestant Churches almost over the &vbalth have departed from God’s truth,
in doctrine, form of government, worship, and diice. The Word of God has been brought
into doubt, and the men who did so have been raipetb the highest places in churches.
These men are really atheists at heart, and helde¢hy same opinions with those men who
were called atheists in the past. They have mauaisas of the people by their pernicious
errors. This is true at our very doors. Notwithsliag, these teachers profess faith in Christ,
and for the sake of worldly gain act the hypocriteworship they have introduced the most
of the things which were cast out at the Refornmatend thereby build up the church of
Rome again so that, in the name of Protestanti$mosh all the ‘isms’ with which the
Church of God was tried in the past have been rested by this generation. All these
things will have to be cast out before we can ekp#is glory to fill the whole earth.
When you consider the four divisions we have mafd#he whole earth, the strong hold
Satan has got of each, you will have to concludat tinis work is on man’s side
impossible; but not so on God’s side; for with Gald things are possible. Therefore
prayer can be made in faith in the power and prenuis God that all these obstacles
may be removed.

2. That the place which iniquity now occupies shibbk filled with the glory of
Christ. We have an absolute promise and the oat@adf, that it shall be so — “But as
truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled withe glory of the Lord.” He explains to us
what He means by — the glory of the Lord — in theseds — “For the earth shall be
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lords the waters cover the sea.” Then

(1) The knowledge of the glory of Christ as theyoNlediator between God and
guilty men shall fill the hearts and understandirgfsall the peoples of this earth. |
don’t mean mere speculative and brain knowledgé, ttue saving knowledge. They
will believe in the doctrine of His person, and skowvho teach that Christ is only a man
will get none to listen to them, or to believe thesdl men everywhere shall know that
Christ is God and man, two natures in the one @werson. They will rejoice in this
glorious Person who is equal with the Father, alsth,abeing man, has true fellow-
feeling with His people in all their trials. He Wwhave the heart-love of every one you
will meet with when His glory shall fill the wholearth. As sure as it was the Father in
heaven that taught Peter to know Christ, it willHie teaching, by His Word and Spirit,
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that will bring about this great change. The heathall burn their images, and cease
their heathenish practices; Papists will forsake Bope, burn their images, crosses,
altars, etc.; Turks will throw away their Koran,réake the false Prophet, and all his
worship; Jews will look to Him whom they piercedydamourn, being amazed at their
former blindness; Protestants will cast out of thereeds and worship, all the
unscriptural matters they now haul with cart ropesg all these will with one mind turn
to Christ as their only Saviour and Hope.

(2) Christ as the Mediator, in His offices will leen believed in by all men.
They will not listen to men who teach that there arrors in the Bible. These men,
should any of them exist, will get none anywherelisben to their doctrines. Higher
critics will be brought very low. The motto will be “To the law and to the testimony;
if they will not speak according to this word, $stbhecause there is no light in them.”

There will be no priests then; for Christ will beetr only Priest. To Him as the
Great High Priest every sinner will come lookingthee merit of His one offering and
blood, as that which fully satisfied justice andigihcan purge the conscience from the
guilt of sin. They will consider Jesus Christ, tihg@ostle and High Priest of their
profession. They will all be taught how to come&zod by Christ as their Priest, and all other
so-called priests shall get none to come to them.

The whole earth will acknowledge Christ, and tikémgs shall become very useful to His
Church — “And kings shall be thy nursing fathersg sheir queens thy nursing mothers; they
shall bow down to thee with their face toward tleetle” Nowadays when kings visit one
another they forget God, spend the time in sin, & wrath upon themselves and on their
subjects; but at this time kings will think it thdausiness to honour Christ, and to do what
they can to advance His interests in the world.yTh#l take the Word of God as the only
rule to direct them how they may glorify God. Nathiwill be done in Church or State but in
accordance with the perfect rule set forth in theé &d New Testament Scriptures. All the
subjects in every kingdom of the whole earth wdtbme the willing vassals of the Lord, as
it is written — “The kingdoms of this world are loese the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever.”

(3) The gospel of Christ, in its purity, will spaeaver the whole earth. There is a very
promising thing taking place in our day — the WafdGod is being spread among the
heathen with extraordinary diligence and succeks. Heathen are also being taught to read
God’s Word for themselves. This is true in everyt p&the inhabitable earth. Great pains are
being taken to translate the Bible into the langsagf the heathen; and what is very
extraordinary, this is done, in many instances, lhgn who hold unsound views on
inspiration. In any case the Word of eternal Iéebeing put into the hands of our fellow-
sinners in Africa, India, China, etc., with gredtggnce. This is especially the case with the
Bible Societies, who are doing great good. TheilpGreurs go from village to village, and
from house to house, spreading the Word of God gntloe people. This is particularly true
in India. This is very hopeful, for God says of Kn Word — “It shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which | pleaaed it shall prosper in the thing whereto |
sent it.” So we may expect the rich harvest ofrttiéennium to be reaped from the sowing of
the seed of the kingdom of heaven in the eartbedins to us that the lands which have had
the gospel for ages, and despised it, are mogy likebe the last parts of the whole earth that
shall be filled with the glory of Christ.

When the whole earth is filled with the knowleddehe gospel there will be but one fold
and one Shepherd then. All false doctrine, falsgswd worshipping God, and false ways of
Church government will disappear, and the Church be governed according to the
Presbyterian order set forth in the New Testamikenthe family God will be worshipped
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morning and evening, and in secret by each membigrese families. This will not be only
in one house, town, or kingdom, but in every hotmen, and kingdom under the sun.

The people will be gathered together into congiegatand Churches, and will joy in
going up to the House of God. Every pulpit will becupied with a minister full of the
knowledge of the glorious gospel of the grace ofl Gz it is written — “For from the rising of
the sun even unto the going down of the same, merghall be great among the Gentiles;
and in every place incense shall be offered untaeamge, and a pure offering, for my name
shall be great among the heathen, saith the Lottbsfs.” In these days the gospel will be
preached from every pulpit throughout the wholdéhgaand not in one here and there, as it is
to-day. May the Lord hasten it in its time.

Let us now consider the form in which this petitionthe last prayer of David, the son of
Jesse, is expressed.

(1) The word “let” is sometimes in scripture equ@rd to a command; “let all things
be done, decently and in order,” and in many ofitaces of the Word it has this meaning.
“Ask ye me of things to come concerning my songl eoncerning the works of my hands
command ye me.” You will find Daniel using languagethis effect when he prayed — “O
Lord hear; O Lord forgive; O Lord hearken and defed not, for thine own sake, O my God;
for thy city and thy people are called by thy nainfée same holy boldness appears in Jacob
— “I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.... And he blessed him there.” We think
David had the same faith in the promise of God; thedefore wrestled with Him in his last
words with the same holy boldness. There were nodirtlge Lord’s people since, who, like
Esther, took courage to ask no less than the presarthe king to the feast, also her life and
people — “If I have found favour in thy sight, Onli and if it please the king; let my life be
given me at my petition, and my people at my requésis is prayer taking the kingdom of
heaven by violence. Not the presumption of the ejess.

(2) This word, “let” is also used in Scripture apivalent to a grant or leave to do a
thing — “Let us come boldly to the throne of grédcehis sets forth the willingness with
which the Lord receives His people, and how readyidito grant their requests put forth in
the name of Christ. “Let me hear thy voice.” Esplygithis is true in the things which
concern His glory and the salvation of men in tloeley

(3) “Let” also means a rebuke — “Refrain from thesen and let them alone.” This is
a rebuke to all the adversaries of the cause a6Cliris a rebuke to His enemies among men
— also to devils — to stand aside and let the ghér@hrist fill the whole earth. So God can at
any moment command His enemies to stand aside.ilHbimd Satan and cast him into the
bottomless pit for a thousand years, and say tceHé&nies among men, “Why persecute ye
me?”

There are about four thousand years since thiseprags put up, and you will say it is
not fulfilled yet. Yes; but do you not remember tthtais written — “But, beloved, be not
ignorant of this one thing, that one day is witk tlord as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day.” You would not think it too ldogvait for the answer of your prayer four
days. The prayers of the Lord’s people will ceftalve answered, in so far as they may be in
accordance with the Lord’s will, and this prayemsaccordance with His promise and oath.
Therefore, let us pray — “Thy kingdom come; thylviié done on earth as it is done in

heaven.”
[January 1908]
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A Sermon.

By the lateREv. ALEXANDER GUNN, Watten, Caithness.
Preached in June, 1890.

(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“This is a faithful saying, and these things | Wikt thou affirm constantly, that they which
have believed in God might be careful to maintaindyworks. These things are good and
profitable unto men” — Titus 3:8.

This epistle to Titus differs from most of Pauligigles in this, that it dwells more upon
the practical duties of the Christian life than ogohristian doctrine. Paul usually lays down
first the foundation of gospel doctrine in his ¢leis, and then makes application of it,
showing what the effects of it ought to be in tife bnd conversation of believers. This
epistle to Titus is mostly practical, except a fegvses in the middle of the passage | have
read. Now, we may account for this by the circumsta of the case. Titus was the minister
of the Christian Church in the island of Cretegllatgathered from among the heathen
population of that island. Now, the people of Ciete a very bad character; indeed, so much
so that their name had become a proverb for wickssinThey were “evil beasts, slow
bellies,” and this witness, Paul says, is true.yThere noted for falsehood, treachery,
drunkenness, bloody cruelty, and a host of othds.e&nd, indeed, the island of Crete has
the same character to this day. Although a gredtgfahe population consists of Greeks of
the Greek Church, they still maintain a bad chamaamong their neighbours for
rebelliousness and cruelty. And hence the ChrisBilanrch being newly gathered here, it was
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needful that the new converts should be instructebe practical duties of the Christian life.
This was the purpose of this epistle written taugit

Paul exhorts Titus in this epistle — in this chapteo teach them obedience to lawful
authority, the authority of their magistrates. Heh@ts him to teach them the duty of
meekness and kindness towards all men — the vepgstp of their naturally fierce and
untame spirit — and you will see that he urgestpisn Christians by the mercy and kindness
that they had received from God. They who were aracbetter than the rude heathen around
them, had received great mercy from God when Henegeheir eyes and gave them the
Christian faith. And therefore he urges them tovsingercy and kindness unto all others for
the Lord’'s sake, saying, “For we ourselves alsoewsometimes foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasuresdinmalice and envy, hateful and hating one
another. But after that the kindness and love ad,@air Saviour, toward man appeared, not
by works of righteousness which we have done, babraing to his mercy he saved us by
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of théy i&host,” — and all Christians have to
say the same thing — “which he shed on us abunddmtugh Jesus Christ, our Saviour; that,
being justified by his grace, we should be madeshatcording to the hope of eternal life.”
He thus bids Titus to exhort them, by the mercieSad, to walk in a Christian spirit toward
all men.

Now, there are several things to be noticed indhvesses.

l. — In the first place, in these verses (from tberth down to the seventh) the apostle
gives a summary of the gospel way of salvation e- wWay by which sinners are made
partakers of eternal life.

(1) He shows, first, that the author of salvatierGod the Father, and He is therefore
called here “God our Saviour.” This must refer lte Father, because it is also said, in the
seventh verse, thate shed the Holy Ghost “through Jesus Christ our@avi The Father is
the fountain of all being and the fountain of d#dsing. Paul says in another place, “There is
one God, even the Father, of whom are all thingd,vae by him.” And again he says, in 2
Corinthians 5:18, “All things are of God,” — allitigs that are in the new creation as well as
all things that are in the old. The Father is théar of all things, and Jesus Christ is the
executor of the Father’s will, both in the old arev creation. “All things were made by him,
and without him was not anything made that was niaded the Father is here called “our
Saviour,” and His kindness appears in the actingestis Christ, who is the beginning and the
ending — the Alpha and Omega — of all things. HethésFather of Christ, and in Him He is
the Father of all mercy and the Father of all lvers. Well, that is the first truth contained in
the passage.

(2) The next truth set before us — and remembesrighithe sum of the gospel which Paul
calls to mind as what ought to influence the Gredlievers in leading a quiet, peaceful,
Christian life — is that the kindness and love @dGhe Father toward men is the original
moving cause of salvation — the love of God, indejgat of anything else. There was in
them, by nature, everything that should alienated Gom them, but this love of His
surmounted all obstacles. It was sovereign, freetlasting; the moving, the original, cause
of their salvation; when they had destroyed thewesehnd when they were ready to perish
eternally. When there was no eye to pity and naharhelp them, He looked on them in pity
and in love. He said, “When | passed by thee andtkae polluted in thine own blood, | said
unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live, behold thy time was the time of love.” His
justice demanded destruction; His mercy pleadeddbration. And this is the case in regard
to every sinner. The justice of God cries aloudsif@er, for your destruction, and if God was
strict to mark iniquity, you could not stand. liid God’s mercy that you are not cast into
outer darkness. His justice cried aloud for thesstdiction; His mercy pleaded for their
salvation. The Lord’s mercy pleads for sinnersinathe case of Israel of old, when He said,
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by Hosea, the prophet, “How shall | give thee upghfaim? How shall | deliver thee, Israel?”
His heart was turned within Him. And O, how unwilli is He to destroy the sinner! With
what longsuffering He bears with them, if so beytgll repent and turn to Him that they
may be saved. “All day long have | stretched foriyr hands to a disobedient and gainsaying
people.” But “how shall | give thee up, Ephraim?s’| live, saith the Lord, | have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rathet tha wicked should turn and live.” His
mercy and kindness are free and sovereign. Thametigng in the creature to merit mercy,
and indeed it would seem, to man’s limited reasbaf nothing could intervene between
justice and him. But the wisdom of God knew howeconcile justice and mercy. Mercy and
truth are met together, righteousness and peaceembach other, in the cross of Christ. All
the attributes of God are thereby glorified. Thaayef God is glorified in that His anger is
turned away from them. The infinite wisdom of Goecanciles justice and mercy in
salvation, and therefore He can say without infaryis justice, “Deliver from going down
to the pit; | have found a ransom.” This is onetlad leading fundamental doctrines of the
gospel.

(3) Further, this reconciliation was made by thedibnce and death of the Lord Jesus.
That was the only channel by which the Father'sapeould reach a perishing world, and
therefore Christ is called the mercy promised & Hather — the mercy in whom are all
mercies comprehended, “the seed of the woman” wdmte “bruise the head of the serpent.”
Now, this kindness and love of God appeared tontbwtd in the coming of Christ. It was no
doubt foreshadowed by many rites and ceremonieas f@aetold by many prophets, but it
appeared to the world in reality in the coming ¢iri€t, and it is now revealed unto all who
have the gospel in the Word of truth — the onlyéopthe sinner. The sovereign mercy and
kindness of God is the original cause of their @@abn, and the instrumental means ordained
by God for that end is the gospel.

This love and mercy of God, apprehended by faidis, frower to change the nature of the
sinner. It is the love of God with power that coasts the heart to love the Lord. This has
power to change the whole current of the soul; &xerhim hate what he loves by nature, and
to love what he hates; to turn the heart of stome & heart of flesh; to subdue the rebellious
will, and to make the sinner hunger and thirstrafighteousness and after the Word of God.
“As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk ofwioed, that ye may grow thereby; if so be
ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” Thaiss to apprehend by faith the kindness and
love of God in sending His only-begotten Son to fdiethem in their room. This has power
to make the sinner willing to be saved in God’s wayd saved that he may be to the glory of
God and may renounce all glorying in himself.

Now, Paul here excludes all works by men as a meéamsslvation. “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but accordinigiganercy he saved us.” This is the
deadly error that men are ready to fall into — stiisng their own righteousness for Christ’s.
This is the great error by which the Jewish natedh “Israel, which followed after the law of
righteousness, hath not attained to the law oteigiisness. Wherefore? Because they sought
it not by faith, but as it were by the works of tlagv.” They stumbled at the sufferings of
Christ. They said, “He saved others, but himself damnot save.” “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but accordingigomercy.” All the steps of their
salvation from first to last come from God’s memyd kindness and love in Christ. Their
election is from His mercy; their effectual callirgfrom His mercy; their justification and
sanctification, and glorification at last, arefaim His mercy.

(4) The next doctrine that is contained in thisgage is that the application of the
salvation that is in Christ unto the souls of misnby the regeneration or renewing of the
Holy Ghost.
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The Holy Spirit is the executor of Christ's will édrtestament. It is He who applies
salvation unto the soul. All merit in the sinnereiscluded by the merit of Christ, and all
power in the sinner is excluded by the power ofHleéy Ghost. There is no power of man at
work in their regeneration, as there was no povienan at work in their redemption. It is the
power of the Holy Ghost alone that applies thiseredtion to the soul. They are saved by the
washing of regeneration and the renewing of theyH&tost. Man has nothing to glory of.
“By grace are ye saved through faith, and thatafigtourselves; it is the gift of God.” And
what is the end of all we are also told. It is tthaing justified by his grace, we should be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal lif@at is the end of the whole.

Now, it is by this gospel of salvation — these doess we have been considering — that
the love of God, manifested in the work of Chnstapplied unto the soul by the faith which
is of the operation of the Spirit. It is of thesecttines that Paul says in the eighth verse —
“This is a faithful saying, and these things | witkt thou affirm constantly, that they which
have believed in God might be careful to maintadmdyworks. These things are good and
profitable unto men.” The literal meaning of therdidere rendered “saying” is “messenger.”
“This is a faithful messenger.” These are the faimh truths of the gospel. This is the true
doctrine of Christianity, taught by Christ Himsalfid by His Spirit to the apostles — the very
truth of God. It came from heaven, and it leadsdaven the soul that receives it by faith, and
by it alone can sinners find rest to their soulee Tapostle exhorts Titus to preach these
doctrines — first, of the love of God as the fouraraof all salvation; of the death of Christ as
the channel of regeneration; and of the Holy Spisitthe only agent by whom salvation is
applied unto the soul.

Il. —“These things | will that thou affirm constantly}/hy did he insist so much upon the
preaching of these doctrines? It was because thstlapforesaw that times were coming
when these doctrines would be denied and opposeadany; and therefore he would have
Titus — and not only Titus, but every minister lo€ tgospel — to preach these doctrines, and to
do so constantly.”

Now, these doctrines are opposed through the lowencand the love of the world that
run by nature in men’s hearts, leading them tolragainst God’s authority, and to follow
their own deceitful lusts. The gospel warns memlistain from all evil, and to crucify the
flesh with its affections and lusts, but men arevealded to their own sins that they will not
obey these commands. They trample them under féetirand oppose them by the pride of
their hearts — the pride whereby they think they arser than God — and they refuse His
truth and embrace the devil’s error, like our filgther, Adam, and fall as he did. God said,
“In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shailgudie.” The devil said they would not, but
would be as gods, and they believed the devil. Theggcted God'’s truth and embraced the
devil’s error, and, in consequence, they died:ttineatened judgment came upon them. And
this is just what men do to this day; and espagiditle Apostle Peter tells us, that in the last
days there shall come seducers and false teaett@osshall bring in damnable heresies. And
they not only reject the truth of these coming eésdhat are prophesied, but they reject the
saving doctrines of the Word, and especially thieselamental doctrines that the apostle
mentions in these four verses, and which he desiight be constantly affirmed. “Let them
be the burden of your exhortation,” he says. THeading doctrines are the doctrines which
we see impugned all over the world at the presayptdn our own land as well as elsewhere.

Now, we may learn a few important truths here.

(1) Seeing that the gospel is the revelation frood,Gnd that God is the God of truth,
who cannot lie, surely it should be held fast ana tonstantly by all who love the truth. The
word “constantly” has a wide meaning in the Greékiot only signifies here “constantly,”
but also “confidently,” “strongly,” “positively.” These things | will that thou affirm
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positively” That was the way in which Paul preached the gbsfe did not speak doubtfully
about these doctrines, and express them in amhbsgtenins. He says in another place,
“Though we or an angel from heaven preach any ajbspel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be accursed.” Rems$elf was an example of what he
exhorted Titus to do. He constantly asserted therites of grace. The doctrines that are
contained in these verses he asserted at all tifmethey are the fundamental doctrines of
Christianity. And we might also include that of nfemisery — the sin and misery of man and
God’s mercy in Christ — Christ’s divinity and Chigsatoning sacrifice — which all, through
grace, are applied to the heart of the sinner leywilork of the Holy Spirit, whereby he
obtains a sure hope of the inheritance of eterfealAll these doctrines are in these passages.
“This is a faithful messenger, and these thingdlithat thou affirm constantly.”

It is dishonouring to God and to the gospel if thdsngs are not affirmed constantly and
strongly, whether men like them or not, or whetthery be agreeable to the spirit of the age
or not. In Paul’s time there was great oppositmithie gospel of Christ, and so it has been in
every age, and it is strongly in our own time. Bus only made the apostle the more resolute
in declaring the truth. The more it was opposed, rtiore resolute he became. He was just
like David when he said, “They have made void thy,|Itherefore | love thy precepts above
gold.” When the Word of God is depreciated by tharld/ then it is the more precious to
those who love it. “This is a faithful saying,” aithful “messenger,” and surely it is the
messenger’s business to deliver, constantly anitiyeg, whatever message God has sent by
him. It is not a message from man but from God, lamanust therefore faithfully deliver the
message of God. “Speak the words that | commared"tii@is was the great rule with Moses
— “according to all that the Lord commanded hing”te did; and Moses could not have
higher praise than that “he was faithful in all hmuse as a servant.” But Christ was faithful
“as a son over his own house.”

(2) Now, the doctrine here is this, that the faithgreaching of the gospel is the true
foundation of Christian practice. Paul would haveud affirm constantly the doctrines of
grace and salvation, salvation by the sovereigreynet God through the work of Christ, and
the regenerating work of the Spirih, order that“they who have believed in God might be
careful to maintain good works.” God’s kindness ame is the great motive-power for
making sinners love Him. Paul shows them all thelkess that God had done for them in
providing for their salvation, and now he says: t‘them in mind of this kindness of God,
that they may be careful to maintain good workat they may say, What shall | render to the
Lord for all His mercies towards me?” The doctrimplied in it is, that good principles are
the roots of good practices. Christ says, “Makettke good,” and his fruit shall then be
good. A bad tree cannot bring forth good fruit,thei can a good tree bring forth corrupt
fruit. Every tree is known by its fruit. Well, thegospel principles, truly received into the
heart, will bring forth a holy life, but unsoundaones will bring forth an unholy lifethat
necessarily follows. “Men doot gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles.& \Way be
assured that the man whose faith is not sound {daipie, receiving and resting upon the
gospel of God’s grace, is far from Christ. The nadro embraces these doctrines will bring
forth good fruit, but in him who rejects them wekofor nothing but an unholy life, whether
seen of men onot, and this the Word tells plainly: “The graceGdd that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denynggdliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this pressewnrld.”

Now, the grace of the gospel acts upon the whitdeol man, his personal life, his social
life among his neighbours, his religious life, adtlhis acts of worship. It will influence his
mind in giving a right direction to his strongesbimes, towards himself, towards his
neighbour, and towards God. And this is set befiereo clearly that he who runs may read,
and that a child may understand it. The gospelainstthe rules that the Holy Spirit gives for
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the leading of a Christian life, and provides threrggest motives to do so. All other motives

appeal to man as a short-lived creature of timethmigospel appeals to him as an immortal
who shall live throughout eternity. It appeals e theart by the love of Christ. Paul says,
“The love of Christ constraineth us.” It appealghe heart by the hope of glory. “Everyone

that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, eva@s he is pure.” He that hath the hope of
eternal glory will be labouring to purify his head life, in order that he may be made meet
for that glory. And the gospel also appeals to hinthe fear of the great day of judgment, as
the apostle says: “Seeing ye look for such thimgsgt manner of persons ought ye to be in
all holy conversation and godliness.”

Apart from the gospel a man has no such motivéiseca holy life. The motives he has
apart from the gospel are — to make the most hetdns present life; to eat and drink, just
like the rich man who said, “Soul, thou hast mucleds laid up for many years; take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry”; or like him whithsél shall have peace, though | walk in
the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkennesthitst.” They have no higher motives
than to make the most of their short time, for thaye no hope beyond it. The motives that
the gospel brings are towards the enjoyment ofnatdife. It will be altogether in vain,
therefore, to say to the worldly man, “O, be gdoel holy — altogether in vain until the gospel
enters into his heart. Therefore says the apdSitesse things teach and exhort; these great
truths | am speaking of are good and profitableoumen.” That is, they are good for
enlightening them, for renewing them, for sanctifythem, for leading their affections to the
things that are above, and for purifying their bfie earth.

Then there are some other things mentioned in thth rverse. “But avoid foolish
guestions, and genealogies, and contentions, andng$s about the law, for they are
unprofitable and vain.” They are unprofitable; thvyl have no effect in converting his soul
or sanctifying his life, and it does not matter wiee these speculations are true or not,
because they will have no effect upon the heart.

These doctrines of grace are the only things inuthieerse that will have a saving effect
on man’s life. And it is the strong love of Godalh that He has done in the work of salvation
that constrains the soul to love God.

(3) Now, there is another doctrine in this passage trial of men’s faith is their
practice. “These things | will that thou affirm &tantly” — and what is the end of it? “That
they which have believed in God might be carefuhtaintain good works.” In them who
have no faith you need not look for good works, fooitn them who have it, you may expect
such. This is the general doctrine of the passhge the proof of men’s faith is the practice;
and this is what Christ means when He says: “By finaits ye shall know them;” and what
James says: “Faith without works is dead;” and whatapostle says here: “Be careful to
maintain good works.” The fruits of faith are tobsuwe the heart, and to keep the
commandments of God, or, in other words, to leholg life, to lead the life of Christ, who
went about continually doing good. We may say, thieat all those works that are done from
the love of Christ are good works. If we only gaédalfpenny to a beggar, or a cup of cold
water, in the name of Christ, it is a good workydti act as a faithful servant to your master,
your believing, hearing, and obeying in that catyaare all good works, and are accepted of
Him. Everything that you do or can do from the l@feChrist is a good work, not merely the
acts of religion, but works in all other lawful caities. You may see these, if you turn to
Titus, second chapter: “But speak thou the thingelwbecome sound doctrine; that the aged
men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faitltharity, in patience. The aged women,
likewise, that they be in behaviour as becomethnkes, not false accusers, not given to
much wine, teachers of good things; that they neagh the young women to be sober, to
love their husbands, to love their children, todigcreet, chaste, keepers at home, good,
obedient to their own husbands; that the Word ofl ®e not blasphemed. Young men
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likewise exhort to be sober-minded. In all thingswing thyself a pattern of good works; in
doctrine showing uncorruption, gravity, sincerisgund speech that cannot be condemned;
that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamedng no evil thing to say of you.” These
are the good works. Men would think little of anfytbem, but they are precious in God’s
sight. When they come from the right motive, whéeyt come from reverence for His
authority and His Word, and from the influence ¢ fove of God in Christ, the man who
does them shows his faith by his works.

It is a great reproach when worldly men lgeyond professing Christians in some of
these things; when worldly men, for example, arerancharitable to some benevolent
object than they are. It is a reproach to the caigehrist when worldly men can say to
professing Christians, “Thou hast faith and | hawerks; show me thy faith without thy
works, and | will show thee my faith by my worksrhis is areproach that the world
takes up against the work of Christ. It has somesira great handle of this kind against
the Church of Christ.

(4) Therefore we may say, in the last place, thet a great and indispensable duty
of all Christians to “be careful to maintain goodnks,” and to make it a special business.
It is their duty to hold fast the doctrines of gga@nd to hold frequent meditation upon
them, as they are the root and spring of all goodks/ — the great love and kindness of
God in the gift of Christ, the love of Christ invgag Himself to be an offering and
sacrifice, and the great love of the Holy Spiritdondescending to come and deal with
them and to make application to their souls ofrdemption that is in Christ. This is the
spring of good works — a living faith in God’s gesgruths, frequent meditation upon
them, and a constant resolution, by the grace ofl,Go work according to these
doctrines.

Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law ofl Gand who meditates thereon day
and night; “he shall be like a tree planted by tivers of water, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not withe@nd whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”
O, what mercies follow upon a living faith and ayhbfe! Such men shall lack no good
thing. He shall make all things work together fbeit good. Goodness and mercy shall
follow them all the days of their life, and theya#h“dwell in the house of the Lord for

ever.”
[February 1908]
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A Sermon.

By theRev. D. MACFARLANE, Dingwall.
Preached on Sabbath, 29th September, 1907.

(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“Being justified freely by his grace, through thedemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation throughthHfain his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that a, ghrough the forbearance of God” —
Romans 3:24,25.

In this epistle the Apostle shows that both Jewsks@antiles are under condemnation. He
shows that there is no difference between thent;dhdave sinned and come short of the
glory of God. Then he goes on to show the way bfasi@n — the way in which Jews and
Gentiles may be justified and saved. In the twémtierse he says, “By the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight, byrthe law is the knowledge of sin”; and then
at the twenty-first he shows how sinners may béfied — “But now the righteousness of
God without the law is manifested, being witnesbgdhe law and the prophets; even the
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesussthinto all and upon all them that believe;
for there is no difference.” All to whom the Wordl @od comes admit to some extent that
they are sinners, and that they are in a lost ¢imcdiand even those who have not the Word
of God at all show their belief of this by being nsloippers and offering up sacrifices. But
while all admit the fact of our state of sin andsery, all are not agreed as to the way of
salvation. It is at this point that many stumblel @erish. Throughout our own land, to go no
farther, many come to church and admit that theysamners, but they look for salvation by
their own endeavours to satisfy for their sins.other words, they try to be saved by the
covenant of works which was broken, and under wiiehall are — both Jews and Gentiles.
If we think of salvation at all, it is very naturf@r us to suppose that we may be saved, partly
at least, by our own obedience to God’s commandd; lay false teachers this way of
salvation is confirmed in the minds and hearts adrpsinners. But we see that Paul shows
and preaches the way that God provided for sawieh as we are; and from the words of our
text | purpose, as the Lord may enable me, to prédae gospel once more to you, and when |
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do so | am sure that | set before you the only imayhich you may be saved. There are four
things to be noticed here: —

I. — Justification — “being justified.”

Il. — The efficient cause, as | may call it, oftjfisation, viz., God’s grace.

lll. — The meritorious cause thereak., the redemption that is in Christ — His
propitiation, or as we have it in the context, Migghteousness.”

IV. — The instrumental cause of justificatiom,, faith.

l. — Justification. This implies that we are byuratin a state of condemnation. Now, no
one is justly condemned without a cause, and wh#te cause of our condemnation? It is
sin. We have missed the mark — the end of ourioreate have failed to fulfil our chief end
— the glory of God. The word in the original whighrendered “sin” means “to miss the
mark.” That is the negative side of sin, but it laagositive side too. Paul says that all have
sinned and come short of the glory of God. Jugshasmarksman falls short of his aim, so
have we come short of answering the end of ourgbeBut we have also positively
transgressed the law. It is because of sin thaté@ademns us. Before anyone is condemned
and sentenced to punishment he is first tried. Ehtte lawful way. Well, all the human race
have been tried by God. We were all cited to His, lamd we all appeared before the
judgment-seat of God to be tried. The citation gerth to our first covenant-head included
us also, and it was in these words, “Adam, whetetteou?” And although Adam was,
through slavish fear, trying to hide himself amdrthe trees of the garden, yet he must obey
the summons. He had to appear before the judgneantes God, the Judge of all, and as he
stood there he did not stand alone: we stood takereg with him. The whole human race
were there charged with sin. Adam tried to deny dharge — he endeavoured to shift the
responsibility to another — and he said, “The womdrom thou gavest to be with me gave
me of the tree, and | did eat.” Eve also trieddoape — she blamed the serpent, Satan; and so
long as they were thus denying their guilt andauatepting the whole responsibility, the case
was not very promising. But we believe that at ladam pleaded guilty, and that, without
blaming Eve or the serpent, he took the entireaesipility upon himself, and confessed that
he was guilty before God. Now, we believe that wisad begins to convince an individual
of sin, the sinner at first tries to excuse himseki puts at least a share of the blame upon
another. He blames Adam; he blames Satan; but whBnconvinced of his sins he cannot
blame any creature but himself. He cannot blamenAd# says, “| am Adam.” He cannot
blame Satan. He takes the entire responsibilitynupmself. He pleads guilty before God; as
we find in the case of the publican who cried, “Aa@dmerciful tome,the sinner,” as if there
were no other sinner in the world but himself. N@@,long as you blame Adam for your sin
there is no hope for you; so long as you blamedthel there is no hope for you; so long as
you blame bad companions there is no hope for Yauw must come to plead guilty —
personally guilty — like the publican: “I am thexser.”

Now, at this trial Adam and the whole human raceaweund guilty before God, and the
judgment of condemnation was pronounced upon thgarhis there no remedy? Yes; God
immediately afterwards revealed Himself as a mek€od. He preached the gospel to them,
and revealed Christ to them as the Saviour of strtée first preached the law to them and
then He preached the gospel to them. Nawvat is it to be justified? Paul says, “Being
justified.” Well, justification is a change of ostate aguilty sinners, and although none are
justified without being changed in their naturet pestification has nothing to do with the
change of our nature. There are some who hold wwoags of justification, and they say
that justification makes us righteous in our natiNe doubt we require a change of nature,
but that is the work of the Holy Spirit; but thissa change of state that God makes in the case
of all that believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Angatvdoes God do when He justifies, for it is
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He, and He alone, that has the right to justifydl\Wéen God justifies the sinner, all his sins
are forgiven. Not only the guilt of Adam’s firstatisgression, but the guilt of all other
transgressions up to the time of justification fmgiven also. Yea, more; in the eye of the
law the guilt of all future sins is forgiven toood may think that is going too far. No; for if
that be not true, then Christ must come again ffeisand to die for the sins of His people
after their justification. But He need not do thahey are free, then, from the guilt of their
sins — past, present, and future — on the grourtdeo$atisfaction Christ rendered to justice.
Do they not, then, need to ask forgiveness aftr thstification if all their sins are forgiven?
Yes, daily they must ask forgiveness during thdmole course on earth, but in a different
relationship to God and to His law. In justifyingetn God deals with them asJadge,but
afterwards in forgiving their sins He deals witleitth as a@ather. He does nopunishthem
for their sins after their justification, but Headtens them, and scourges every son that He
receives.

There is a difference between punishment and deasént, though some in our day do
not seem to apprehend the distinction, althoughalearly revealed in the Word of God. You
may probably remember what Professor Dods saiti@subject in his sermon on “What is it
to be a Christian?” Speaking of the ground of dadwa he said that some sought salvation on
the ground of Christ’'s atonement, while others, whme through much trouble in the world
on account of sin, based their hope of salvatiotherground of their own sufferings; and the
conclusion at which Dr. Dods arrived was that ie #nd both were right! That is his
statement in black and white. What do you thinkrgelf of a professor of divinity that
makes no distinction between punishment and classést? Many rest their hopes for
eternity upon their own sufferings in this worldjtlihey shall find out at last that they are
building upon a sandy foundation; and when thed$¥oof death and eternity shall come, both
the foundation and those that built upon it will b&ept away into everlasting ruin. In
justification there is forgiveness of sins. “I hadotted out as a thick cloud thy
transgressions. Your sins and iniquities will | esnber no more.”

But there is more in justification than that, thbutpat is a great blessing. There is an
acceptance of our persons. That is, God now regepesg persons into His favour and
fellowship, and that as willingly as if we had newéfended Him. Adam had no sin when
created; he was created in perfection in the intdg@od. But the justified sinner is not free
from sin. There is sin in his nature. Which, thisnmore willingly received by God — Adam
in his state of perfection, or the guilty sinneattbelieves in Jesus? If there be any difference,
| would say the justified sinner is received witlon@ acceptance than Adam was before he
sinned. If you question the statement | can onlgwamn that it must be so because of the
magnitude of the cost to the Son of God in opeming way for receiving the guilty sinner.
God has more glory in the salvation of the sinhantif man had not fallen at all. The fact of
sin is a mystery into which creatures cannot et jt is not a greater mystery than the fact
of redemption.

Il. — We now come to speak a word or two on theosdchead — that is, the efficient
cause of justification, which is free grace, or tree favour of God, as you have it in the
Shorter Catechism, “God, out of his mere good pleas The cause is not in the subjects of
justification. There was no difference between thamd those that perish, but it is God that
has made the difference, as Christ says, “I thhek,tO Father, . . . that thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revetlesh unto babes. Even so, Father, for so
it seemed good in thy sight.” Now, as the Apostieves near the end of the chapter, this
excludes boasting on the part of those who ardfiggst seeing there was no difference
between them and those that perish, and that salvidwed entirely from the free grace of
God, from his everlasting love. On the other hamd hot only excludes boasting, but it
revives hope. It is an encouragement to God’s geagho see that it was not from any merit
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in themselves that the Lord had mercy on them.dddsome of them were worse in practice
than many that perish, such as Saul of Tarsus, 84@haand Mary Magdalene, out of whom
Christ cast seven devils. This is an encouragentetiiose who have found out that they
were not only sinners, but great sinners, — thartethivas no good dwelling in their nature at
all. Do you, then, appreciate salvation by grace?a@ you still so self-righteous that you
must cleave, in part at least, to your own work® the Jews of old, who went about seeking
to establish a righteousness of their own, and evaot submit to the righteousness of God?
Ah, it is awful to think of how many shall be lost the land of the Bible through the
rejection of God’s way of salvation, by grace, avitb cleave to their own good works at the
peril of being lost for ever. This much on the @#nt cause of salvation.

lll. — A word now on the meritorious cause of séilva. And what is that? It is the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, or, as the Ap@&xplains, the propitiation of Christ. The
redemption of Christ is the price He paid for redeey His people, the atonement He made
by His own sufferings. In other words, the deatlCbfist; His blood; “Being justified by His
blood.” We did not merit this blessing ourselvesat Another did it for us. God provided a
substitute, and He by His death not only rendeatidfaction to justice, but merited salvation
as well. When you pay a debt to a creditor youaetceipt, but have no right to demand
anything more. When you pay a debt you do not namthing. You merely pay what you
ought to pay. But when Christ made atonement, Heonty paid the debt, but He merited
eternal life for as many as believe on Him. Notthgir own sufferings, not by their own
good works, but by what Christ did and sufferedhieir room and stead, do believers inherit
the blessing. This is the Gospel — the Gospel Gpéiple need, and need daily; for they are
not to say like those at ease in Zion — “We havardéhese things over and over again”; but
if you are making progress in religion, if you sdekbe delivered from sin, if you grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savimsus Christ, you need this daily. You
need Christ to be brought before you. You needei® o him for refuge and salvation from
sin and from misery. It is much to be feared thiati€lians in our day are at ease in Zion; and
that they are not of the sick who need the physieias Christ says — “They that are whole
need not the physician, but they that are sick.t iBis not so with God’s true people. They
seek to be delivered from sin. They need to heautathe Saviour. They must flee to Him
daily, yea, hourly; day and night there is no festhem till they finish their course, and they
shall then find everlasting rest. However someaf gnay be, | am not at ease. Every breath |
inhale and exhale, | require the Christ of Godaeesme.

IV. — A word or two now — and | shall not weary yeuon the last point, viz., The
instrumental cause of justification. What is thktia faith. Which comes first, justification,
or faith in Christ? Well, faith in Christ comesdiir The sinner is not justified till he believes
in Christ, as Paul said to the jailor at PhilipfBelieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved;” but there is not a moment’s istiebetween believing and justification. In
justification God imputes the righteousness of &thrio the believer; all Christ's
righteousness is reckoned to his account, justlafiea unrighteousness of the sinner was
imputed to Christ. Ah! what a wonderful exchangs!thGod laid upon Him the iniquities of
us all.” And when we believe in Jesus Christ, Gogutes to us the righteousness of Christ.
There is no imputation of the righteousness with@akeiving it. Paul speaks here of the
righteousness of God unto all angon all that believe. The righteousness of Christas s
forth unto all in the offer of the Gospel, butstnot imputed unto any but those who receive
it by faith. Now, although justification is a changf state, and does not change in any degree
our nature, yet faith implies a change of natuee,tlsat where justification is there is
sanctification. Where there is a change of stagzeths a change of nature. You cannot
separate them as communicated blessings, though iha great distinction between them.
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All the graces of the Spirit dwell in the soul thatcreated anew in Christ Jesus, unto good
works; but, at the same time, you cannot be jestifinless you exercise the grace of faith,
and the first outgoing of the new nature towardsisEis by faith. In justification there is not
only imputation on God’s part, but there is a recgj by faith on the sinner’s part, and that
as an instrument, not as a condition; for a coowitiimplies a being entitled to receive
something upon performing the condition in the wéaynerit. But it is not a condition, but a
mere instrument, and the instrument is given by Bwdself, so that faith itself is grace, as if
the sinner had said, when God commanded him te\eeln the Lord Jesus Christ — “I tried,
but | cannot believe. What will become of me?” Gags, “I will give you a hand to receive
Christ.” As sure as it was God who gave us ourlgddinds, so sure is it that He gave us the
hand of faith if we received Christ. When the smiseawakened to a sense of his sin, he is
conscious of his guilt, and, although he needsstlas prophet and as king, yet he specially
feels his great need of Him as a priest. And heéheeApostle here mentions His blood —
“Faith in his blood.”

We have spoken of the forgiveness of sins befout, the Apostle here speaks of
justification, having a view to sins that are pasig he speaks also of the forbearance of God
during that past time. Some take this to mean ithe &f the Old Testament Church, which,
though freely forgiven, were not satisfied for tlhrist died. And that is quite true. But sins
that are past mean, also, sins of God’s people.ddery they may forget them for a time, yet
they will remember their way in the wilderness \théll remember the past. When the past
is revived, God makes it to be present. He setthalt sins in array before their eyes. Then
there is the forbearance of God spoken of, and Wdrdkarance it was, when He bore so
many years with them, heaping up wrath unto theweseladding sin to sin! What
forbearance that God did not send them to hell! ¥ea how long he bore with Saul of
Tarsus, who was for many years a persecutor ofCthéch of God. But God purposed to
save him; and the Apostle speaks of himself agterpato the end of time to all who should
feel their need of salvation. As if he had said,dthyone is on the brink of despair let him
think of me, saved, though the chief of sinnerstifg thatl obtained mercy, no sinner on
this side of hell need despair.” My friends, Godl lsamysterious purpose in allowing Saul of
Tarsus to give Him defiance so long; for when Raat brought to repentance, he could
sympathise with any sinner on this side of perditidis sin was ever before him, as David
says. Not a day he rose but his persecutions o€thech of God came into his mind, and
this served as a ballast to keep him humble, soRhal could appreciate salvation by grace
more than many of those that are saved. All betgede not in this world appreciate grace in
the same measure. Some — although they did ndteglength of Saul of Tarsus and others in
actual transgression — are made to know what sviih itheir nature if God permitted it to
break out; and this makes very precious to thendtwtrine of being freely justified by the
grace of God.

Now, | have kept you long, and | am going to stBpt we have a few of the Lord’s
people in our midst — a few that are kept in liviexercise. They endeavour, through the
grace of God, outwardly to walk circumspectly. Guas lit a candle to search their hearts;
and they are like those spoken of in Ezekiel, whg idto the wall deeper and deeper, and the
more they dig, the more corruptions appear. Thithésway with God’s people, and these
need salvation by grace. How much do they neethi? the poor creature says, “l need it
more than any professing the Lord in Dingwall. | #ra chief of sinners: | need Christ more
than any in the congregation.” Is that your casg fmend? If so, you are welcome to Christ,
welcome to the redemption that is in Him. Castaway your hope when Satan tries to wrest
it from you. Keep your grip of it; there is enoughthe grace of God. There are others who
may be somewhat anxious to be saved, but ah! thexedanger of casting off that anxiety;
for such may come to a certain groove of religinncoming and going to Church, and,
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perhaps, bending their knee morning and evening,nenmore about it. Ah! if you are here
in such a case, take care lest you be lost forl @lmre are others who never think seriously
about their souls at all. There are too many thimgsccupy their minds now. They consider
the things of this life of more importance than gavation of their souls; but they intend,
when they get on better in the world, to seek feray. Take care! There are many lost in
perdition who were once in your state. “Now is #ueepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.” It is now that God invites you to coniteis now you have the opportunity. “To-
day, if ye will hear His voice, harden not your el To-morrow you may be in eternity;
and think what it is to be lost for ever! And lg&tu must be; you cannot get over it unless
you are found in Christ, not having your own righteness which is of the law. And
remember, there is no other way of salvation, i@motvay of justification. You must perish,
or receive Christ. You must be lost eternally, ocept God’s way of salvation. Your own
way of salvation will not do. Many have found tloatt already, and many more shall find it
out ere long to their eternal misery. And therefosmember that you seek to be found in
Christ before you come to die, or there will beamal to your misery! “He that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting life; and he that bellevett the Son shall not see life; but the wrath
of God abideth on him.”

Faith in Christ is the divinely-appointed meansbfaining reconciliation with God, the
redemption of Christ is the ground of reconciliati@and the free grace of God is the source
from which flow all the blessings of salvation toilty and hell-deserving sinners. “Blessed
are the people that know the joyful sound; theyllshalk, O Lord, in the light of thy
countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice allddng and in thy righteousness shall they be

exalted” (Psalm 89:15,16). The Lord add His blegsfkmen.
[March 1908]
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Brief Notes of a Sermon.

By the lateRev. WiLLIAM C.BURNS, M.A., of Kilsyth,
Missionary to China.

“Unto you therefore which believe, He is preciousl Peter 2:7.

There are very few people who would not agree thghapostle when he says that Christ
is precious to believers. All who have been edutatea Christian land, however incorrect
their views and however dead their hearts, havetem at least, that but for Christ they
could never get to heaven; and few or none wowddefiore contradict the assertion that He is
a Saviour to be valued.

But when one comes a little closer and asks priofggseople why He is precious to
them, and in what degree, the answers to this igueate indefinite and vague. It is not of
Christ Himselfthat most professors will speak. Some will say thegd His righteousness;
others that they hope in His death. But ah! theugenchild of God alone can say from the
very bottom of his heart, “To me Christ is precidughe heart is so very deceitful, my dear
friends, that a man’s attachment to Christ maydtling more than a name without his being
aware of it. Most people’s knowledge carries thém length of a certain desire to have His
merits and His blood laid to their account in tige ef God, while their hearts are yet entirely
strangers to the words of the text. Christ’s righiess cannot be separated from Himself,
and nothing but faith in a living, conquering, maigg Jesus will save the soul — a faith that
clings to Him above all in His character of a Kimnglling and able, yea pledged, to root out
and destroy His people’s iniquities. Neither cars Hghteousness be separated from His
presence in the believers soul; He only becomescipus” by personal acquaintance, and
therefore He can be so to none who live habituatlg distance from the mercy-seat. Faith
brings about a very close connection between theasal Him, and this is kept alive mainly
by a sight of sin. In a word, we must know Him as own Saviour, while it is not self-
interest alone that makes us love Him. It is somgtligher — it is excellence seen in the
Lord Himself that draws out the heart. No mere repbothers about Him will do. He must
be seen, believed on, and embraced as the poitithre soul. We must get such a sight of
Him as would enable the soul to sing that sweelniPe&thanksgiving to Jehovah-Jesus —

“I love the Lord, because my voice
And prayers He did hear;

I, while I live, will call on Him
Who bow'd to me His ear.”

If you are not God’s children, you can scarce gough that Psalm without faltering; and
feeling a sad blank and an inability to fill ouetlvords with your own experience.

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol 12 p. 81



But now to apply the subject more directly we shaikfly notice a few characteristics in
believers themselves which seem to show that to €Bhkrist is precious.

Innumerable marks might be given, but here is andjgishing one €hrist is the object
nearest to a believer's heattle dwells in the soul, nearer than any creatuneore closely
entwined round the heart-strings than aught beside.

Has Jesus ever got this near place to your hegat, feéllow-sinner? Has He got a deep
seat in your soul? Is He reigning there as Lorthefconscience? Do you welcome Him in all
His grace and love as a God and Saviour, willirgglipmitting yourself and all others to His
sway? Who in this congregation knows anything of Hiiawing neathus? There is a deep
conflict in that hour — a conflict that will hardgnd without leaving some traces on the soul
of a divine hand at work — traces not well to betaken nor lightly to be forgotten. Sin is
cast outhenfrom its vile dominion; the world is put down; eyadol falls, and lies smitten
and broken. The affections of the regenerate seuset on things above; they cluster around
the Lord Jesus. Its desires are fixed on His fedeation, and cannot rest amid the fleeting
vanities of time. Now, my dear friends, what are waying to this? Does no counterpart to
such a transaction as we have described ariseunmemory? If not, to you Christ is not
precious.

The second mark of the believer’'s value for thedLdesus is thdte puts no society in
comparisonwith His presenceNo other company has such sweetness or such power
refresh and comfort and purify the soul. Here isuae and unfailing test to detect the
unregenerate. Some of them seem to take pleasuedigious society; others appear almost
willing to cast in their lot with the people of Gdout then they stop at that, and are satisfied
without anything more. But ah! God’s true childreannot rest there; whether alone or in
company they must have the presence of Jesusu@wllbses all its sweetness, and the
company of the most godly becomes insipid and s, unless the Lord be found in both.
Try yourself again, dear fellow-sinner — do you wnanything of this? Do you know what it
is to meet spiritually with Christ? | fear many hainswer Yes, without knowing what they
say; and even those who do understand its natlifarfghort of that blessed fellowship with
the Father and the Son which the apostle spak@ldfwe have all indefinite ideas of this at
the best. You think it is merely some kind of fagtino — it is deep, real, personal, spiritual
in its nature. It is the very life of the soul, andorings down actual, rich, and gracious
blessings to the needy sinner who has found troessdo Jehovah.

The third proof of the estimation in which Christheld by his people, is, thdgr His
sake, and for the love they bear Him, they givealipknown sins.Fellow-sinner! try
yourself here. What sin have you given up for Gfari& deep-rooted love for sin reigns in
every unconverted soul, — deluded men inflict sey@mnances on themselves that they may
obtain a free license to sin afterwards; yes, dr&world sets at nought present peace, —
rejects salvation, — seals its everlasting doohtpajratify its thirst for sin. Oh! how precious
then, when a soul is really brought to mortify alwhy all ungodliness! | knoywou cannot do
this. Ah, no! ‘tis beyond the power of man or angeho hand but Jehovah’s can do it. There
can be no casting out of sin till God comes neal @mes the work for us. Christ must be
precious indeed before the love of iniquity, whishborn and brought up with us, is
weakened and yields. Employ the Physician himgetfd it by His Almighty Spirit, and He
will bruise both sin and Satan under your feet.

The fourth proof that we shall now mention is, thahere Jesus is precioudis
ordinances are highly prized we shall value His Word, alone, and in the family sl
as in the House of God. Not because we have raetewe tradition that it is profitable so to
do — not merely to follow the example of godly pdse nor because it is a good and universal
custom to take it up at certain times. No; but beeat is the channel of living waters from
the upper sanctuary, and a Divine means of meetitigJehovah, and of feeding on Christ
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by faith. And so also with His House, His TablesH8abbath, we shall not wait on these
merely because it is a statute for Israel for etr&t men should thus assemble to hallow the
seventh day, but we shall value them as meetingeplavith an absent Lord; above all shall
we love His day because it is a proof of His resttion, the standing witness in all ages that
He came and died for men, and the sure tokendhat, appearing like a criminal at Pilate’s
bar, and meeting an accursed death, the suretys&taat large by Divine justice, and rose
from the grave. “Why was this change made to trst flay of the week?” the believer will
say within himself; — “the Jew still keeps the dlaly, and why am | now keeping the Lord’s
day, if not as a seal of my justification in thel®ed?” Let infidels answer that, and tell why
the Christian world keeps that first day of the kweghere in the book of history could you
find a surer proof of His divinity? Ah! there ist@stimonyherethat he is the only begotten
of the Father, and this makes the Sabbath a predayto the believing soul, and makes him
desire to see all open violations of it arrested pat down, that others, as well as himself,
may learn to use it as a time for rising beyondfak is seen, to the things within the veil,
and for laying the soul anew by faith on the gfeandation stone.

Again: God’s people are precious to the believand in some respects this is also a
distinctive mark, though we shall not dwell onag each one can easily apply it to himself;
we would only say that they are oftarost preciouso a genuine believer when they have
nothing else to recommend them; he may also beoapirn away from them when they
are found in ease and prosperity, under the snfitbeoworld; but, when he finds them in
prison, naked, poor, forsaken, — ah! the hearhefdhild of God is drawn out to them in
love, he sees them as they will be seen at thegiestt day with all the Lord’s beauty
shining on them.

Another mark that Christ is precious to believessthatthey are longing for His
second comingThe way to heaven is to be Christ — and heaven is to lgth Christ,
that is what makes it “far better to depart,” andatvenables them to “hasten unto the day
of God.”

Now what say you to all these marks of value fax Saviour? Not that your opinion
of Him will make any difference. The preciousnegsCirist stands eternally separate
from your judgment of Him, and it has been attedigdnultitudes now in glory, and by
thousands now in earth: but is He preciousydo? — as a Redeemer — as a Sanctifier
through His Spirit poured forth? For we speak nfod mame to be found in history, or of
a dead man like the false prophet, whose follovetits speak of what he was on earth,
though | fear that the Lord Jesus is little moranthhis inyour hearts — carnal professors.

No, but we speak of Him who liveth and reignethead, but alive again, and giving
evidence at this hour in men’s souls that thera ising in Zion. Oh! the blindness of
poor sinners, that they can see no beauty in Hira.lddk up to Jesus, and to the eye of
faith He seems “the chief among ten thousand, ttogether lovely” One. We ask of you,
and you say there is no beauty in Him. Whence is?tifthe god of this world hath done
it. Lay this to heart, fellow-sinner; be alarmeaysAlas for me! that He should be so
precious, and that | should not feel it! Ah! my dé&end, would you like to taste and see
that He is good, — you need no title to obtairbiit that He is God’s free gift to a dying
world. Jehovah is testifying, “Behold I lay in Zidar a foundation, a stone, a tried stone,
a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation.” Onlefee on Him, and you will find Him
to be the stay and the rock of a sinking soul. @ryHim like blind Bartimaeus, and
remain at His footstool until He bless you. It iglintime to be up and awake. O that there
were some among you becoming persuaded that theneality in Jesus — no fiction, no
mistake, no overdrawn picture, but a real, diviglrious Christ, ready to become your
Intercessor with the Father — your friend in litfedadeath — your all in all to eternity. If |
see notthatin Him, | am lost; if you see not that in Him, yawe lost; but ah! you need
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not remain so. Do not despair — do not limit Hinpyt Him to the proof, for there is
nothing He loves so well as to be tried and trustec poor hell-deserving sinner — do it
at once — do it now.

And you, believer, press on. Do not think you knemough of Him. Oh! what is any
discovery you have made compared with what is imHPaul had seen much of His
glory and tasted much of His love when he said,dfTrmay know Him.” Paul could say
in the same breath, “I count all things but loss tlee excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord.” Yet it seemed to him that dwrop from the ocean had reached
his breast, and so he adds, like one who as yet kreehing of Him, “That | may know
Him.” Ah! Paul felt that all he had seen was buthénk opened to let Immanuel’s glory
into his soul. His glory! Oh, it will be the subjecof eternal anthems. Make it all your
boast now — be concerned for His glory — hateladt would intercept the shining of His
countenance. Let sin be bitter to you. Let errorshanned. Error dims Him, sin offends
Him; call upon Him, then, in sincerity and truthetLus now draw near to Him in prayer.
Fellow-sinners! will you not join us in seeking Hece? Seekow, knocknow, asknow.
He is rich to all that call upon Him; and His hesatisfying, enduring riches will begin to

flow in upon your soul from the hour when you ficstn call Him precious.
[April 1908]
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