A Sermon.

By theREvV. JAMES S.SINCLAIR, John Knox’s, Glasgow.
The Conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch — Acts 81R6-

In the opening verse of this chapter we are todd &t the time of the death of the martyr
Stephen, “there was a great persecution again&hibech which was at Jerusalem,” and that
the disciples were “all scattered abroad througllogitregions of Judea and Samaria, except
the apostles.” The storm of persecution, howeves wverruled, in the providence of God to
the spiritual advantage of many, for “they that evescattered abroad went everywhere
preaching the word.” Philip, the deacon, was onéhese preachers, and it is stated that he
“went down to the city of Samaria and preached €hunto them.” His preaching was
attended with great success in Samaria for “theleewith one accord gave heed unto these
things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing tivaales which he did.” “And there was
great joy in that city.” Philip had one conspicuotenvert in the person of Simon, the
sorcerer, but this man eventually showed himselthe presence of the apostles Peter and
John, to be only a believer in name, and not itityea still “in the gall of bitterness and in
the bond of iniquity.” But if Philip lost Simon, was ordered in God'’s grace, that he should
find another soul who would more than make up lfer lbss, in the person of the Ethiopian
eunuch. The apostles were now come to Samarighbutord had work for Philip still, and
He directs him away to a very unlikely place whéee should have anything to do in
advancing the kingdom of Christ. The probabilityhewever, that the conversion of the one
man of Ethiopia was a host in itself — a link i tthain of the conversion of hundreds in the
dark country to which he belonged. Tradition hasdeal down that he was the first preacher
of the gospel in Ethiopia.

We shall now proceed, in dependence on the SpiriGad, to consider this very
interesting narrative. Let us then observe: —

|. — Philip’s call to “go toward the south unto theay” between Jerusalem and
Gaza,;

Il. — The account given of the Ethiopian eunuch;

[ll. — Philip’s introductory meeting and conversatiwith him;

IV. — Philip’s sermon; and

V. — The fruits of the sermon in the conversion Aagtism of the eunuch.

|. — Let us notice briefly Philip’s call to go the highway between Jerusalem and Gaza.

1. Our first remark on this point is that the caéls a very clear one. It was given by an
angel of the Lord. An angelic messenger from heaeenmanded him to “arise and go,” and
gave him explicit instructions as to the directiorwhich he should travel. This was a great
privilege — he might have every confidence thabledience to this call he was walking in
the right path, the path the Lord approved of. Atithough the days of such supernatural
communications have now ceased, it is always inapbthat the servant of Christ, whatever
position in life he may occupy, whether that ofragcher or anything else, should seek to be
assured in regard to any step he may take thaasehle authority and direction of the Lord
for it. The word written has been given as a lighthe feet and a lamp to the path, and it is
possible to be assured from that word as to whet.drd would have us do. It is very sinful
and dangerous, in any case, to act contrary ttOitder my steps in thy word,” says the
Psalmist.

2. The second thing we observe, is that the cadl twaa very unlikely place for any
good to be done. It may be remarked that it isGema that was “desert” — Gaza was a town
of the Philistines — but the highway leading twitich passed through a desolate wilderness.
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The Lord directed Philip to leave behind him th@gous villages of the Samaritans, where
there seemed every prospect of spiritual succegseiaching the gospel, and to pursue his
journey towards a part of the country where theas no inhabitant. This, no doubt, appeared
strange and mysterious to the eye of reason arsks®&ut the Lord’s ways are right and
dictated by infinite wisdom, even when they arelifdmess in the eyes of men. The Lord
called Philip to the desert place — not a very sa@a or comfortable locality — but He had
wonderful work for him to do there — perhaps greated more enduring in some respects
than anything he did in Samaria. The great thingntw is, what is the will of God; all other
considerations must be made subordinate to thdttrenresults also must be left with Him —
“He that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”

3. The third thing that may be noted is that thedLaid not tell Philip beforehand what
would take place in the desert way. This part ef fiture was hid from him. The mission
might mean death as well as service for Philip.ditenot know what dangers he might be
exposed to on his solitary journey, neither hadhieeencouragement of knowing the precious
fruit that was to be the issue of it. The Lord sdtir faith on His people’s part. He requires
that they should put unreserved confidence in kimen He directs them to the performance
of any work whatsoever, and especially when Hedaaeém in some path hitherto untrod.
They must not expect to know all the future corgimgjes that lie before them. It should be
enough to know that He knows the end from the begg that He doeth all things well, and
that He is able to supply all their need out of Hites in glory by Christ Jesus.

4. The last thing we here remark is that Philip way obedient to the heavenly vision;
“he arose and went.” There is no record of anytagsn or unwillingness. He “did not stay
nor linger long as those that slothful are,” butdedaste to obey the voice of the Lord. He
obeyed as well as believed the message. His fadtvexd itself to be a vital and lively one by
the alacrity with which he obeyed the divine comdhathough he went out, in a measure,
like Abraham, “not knowing whither he went.” Andetlspirit which Philip showed is in more
or less degree the characteristic of all the Lofdithful followers. They show their faith by
their obedience. “Faith without works is dead.” tRavithout obedience is dead. Men may
know and believe with the head all the things #rat necessary for salvation or service and
may even preach about them very fluently, butefytdo not “do” them, their knowledge and
faith are dead. May the Lord give us an obedienttgeady to do His will, in dependence
upon His grace, whatever may be the consequenidesarose and went,” and if Philip had
any fears or misgivings when he set out, he had@dmnt occasion for praise in the end.

Il. — We now go on to consider the account thajiven of the eunuch of Ethiopia whom
Philip met on the desert highway. It was for th@ress purpose of meeting this remarkable
man that the Lord had sent Philip on this journayd as we shall see more particularly
further on, he was directed explicitly by the Spioi go near and join himself to the eunuch’s
chariot. It would appear as if the eunuch sittinduis chariot was the first sight that met his
gaze on the road. There are many things wondeblultathe conversion of this man. Every
particular concerning him provides us with an titagon of the truth that “the Lord of hosts
is excellent in counsel and wonderful in working.”

1. Notice the eunuch’sativity. He was “a man of Ethiopia.” Ethiopia, a northern
section of Africa, was a dark place of the earthe people were dark in skin and dark in
heart — Gentiles, afar off from the commonwealtisoéel, and strangers to the covenants of
promise. Such was the case of this Ethiopian alsmdiure, and such also is our case
spiritually, though we may have a fairer outwaranptexion than had he. “Man looketh at
the outward appearance; God looketh upon the h&art.God, who is rich in mercy, had a
purpose of grace towards the dark Gentiles as agelhe more enlightened Jews, and this
purpose of grace was fully manifested in due tinteenvthe Son of God came in the flesh,
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and obeyed and suffered and died that Gentilesedisa& Jews might be reconciled to God,
and made heirs of eternal life. The conversionhig Ethiopian was thus a fruit of God’s
eternal purpose of love towards the Gentiles, afrdiiaof the travail of Christ’'s soul upon
the Cross. It was also an earnest of the fulfilmadrthe inspired prophecy of the Psalmist —
“Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shalbscstretch out her hands unto God” —
Psalm 68:31.

2. Observe hisocial position It was high. He was no ordinary man in any resp€a
eunuch of great authority under Candace, queeheoEthiopians, who had the charge of all
her treasure” — something like the Lord Chamberlainthe Queen’s household, or the
Chancellor of the National Exchequer. He was eulgenman of great weight and influence.
Here we see a trophy of divine power. “Not many myg not many noble, are called;” but
some are, and this man of great authority was drikeon. The Lord is able to bring down
the pride of the most lofty of mankind, and makenthhumble suppliants and believers at the
feet of Jesus. Here we also see the divine wisdisplayed. The Lord has the design of
making one creature instrumental for good to arote intends to use great men as well as
small to advance His cause. Princes as well asaptawill be employed as vessels of mercy
to convey the blessings of the gospel to theipfelmen. It is a blessed thing when men high
in state are found humble followers of the Lambijtas, indeed, one of the greatest curses
that can befall a nation when her rulers and great are servants of “the god of this world.”
May the Lord deliver us as a nation from this plgthich has befallen us, and may He raise
up now, as He did in the past, men in the higheksaf society who will be living epistles of
Christ, and zealous promoters of His truth andyglorour own country and throughout the
wide world!

3. Consider hiseligious character The eunuch was not without a religion when Philip
met him. In fact, it would appear that he had remad the heathenism of his birth, and had
become a proselyte to the Jewish faith. On thig wecasion he “had come to Jerusalem to
worship,” and was now returning home again. We @oé told to what extent he was
enlightened in the knowledge of the Lord Jehovain,can we definitely gather in what spirit
he held the faith of Israel. As far as the naretgoes, we do not see anything of the
Pharisaic spirit appearing; in fact, quite the apigo— a humble spirit. But, at any rate, he had
not come to the right foundation until he heard gospel from the mouth of Philip; he did
not know “the Lamb of God, who taketh away thedithe world.” Divine grace and power
appear in this, that he was not left satisfied & defective religion he already possessed,;
he was brought to long after and find Jesus Chit&t,one Saviour of the lost. Humanly
speaking, it is generally more difficult to convastthe true faith of Christ people with some
religion of a kind than those with none. But thengjs that are impossible with men are
possible with God.

4. Lastly, let us noticlis exercisavhen Philip met him. He was reading, and reading
“Esaias the prophet.” He was reading aloud, prob&in the benefit of his charioteer. This
was an excellent exercise, and he set a good egamplhers. Jesus commands us to search
the Scriptures; and while reading or even searcng’s word, with the natural intellect
merely, will not give us the saving knowledge oé tinuth, yet we know not when the Lord
may appear to our souls, and He makes use of #uknge as well as the preaching of the
word, as one of the doors by which He enters invds when the eunuch was reading and
searching the Scriptures that the Lord sent Ph#ig messenger of salvation to his soul. Let
unconverted sinners read, and persevere in reatimgvord of God; at an unexpected
moment the Spirit may apply it with saving powerdat will then become to them the Word
of eternal life. Our times are in the Lord’s haadd we know not the day or the hour when
the Son of man cometh, in grace as well as in demge.
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lll. — The next step we have to notice is Philipifoductory meeting and conversation
with the eunuch.

1. As to the meeting, we are not to think that @aswan easy matter for Philip to
approach this man, or that he would have likelyedsom without explicit divine direction. The
eunuch was a man of high worldly position, and ¢lmeumstances of his chariot and of his
personal garb and bearing would, no doubt, dematiepnly his foreign birth, but his exalted
rank, so that he was to the outward eye, not oae dhhumble preacher of the despised
Nazarene would naturally approach with ease, orldveuppose was a promising hearer of
the gospel of Christ. It was necessary, therefdyeth for Philip’'s direction and
encouragement that the Lord should give him anesgoword of command to approach the
chariot. And this is what he did get. “Then the rBmaid unto Philip, Go near, and join
thyself to this chariot.” And such was the powethamivhich the word came that Philip not
only went near, but actually “ran thither.” The 88 command conveyed strength as well as
light, and Philip ran with a holy energy and algcto the work that was before him. He was
lifted above all fear of man, and was ready to kpéa word of the Lord to princes with
gracious boldness.

2. The conversation that took place. Philip, whendnew near, heard the eunuch
reading Esaias the prophet, and as an ambassatt@t @fiorious King of kings whose word
was in the Ethiopian’s hand, he did not hesitat@t@duce himself to his notice, and to do it
with a very important question, “Understandest tianat thou readest?” The eunuch at once
answered, “How can |, except some man should guel®” There is something very striking
in the humility manifested in this answer. The ezinmight have resented such a question
from an entire stranger as an impertinence. Budith@ot. It is evident that his mind had been
brought to a humble and teachable frame by God, asad that there was a point and
impressiveness that attended Philip’s questiort, tiede him entirely willing to hear what
the stranger had to say. The Lord was with Phdipd his words were with power; and He
was also working in the heart of the Ethiopian. wdrldly distinctions vanished, and to shew
his true and sincere desire to be taught, “he eag$hilip that he would come up and sit with
him.” This Philip did, and it was found that “théape of the Scripture which he read was
this,” in the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, “He wded as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a
lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he nohigh: in his humiliation his judgment
was taken away: and who shall declare his generatior his life is taken from the earth.”
“And the eunuch answered Philip and said, | pr&gtlof whom speaketh the prophet this? of
himself, or of some other man?”

Could any portion of God’s Word be more appropriain this for Philip to take up — a
passage directly referring to the Messiah in Hi$esings and death? We may wonder why
the eunuch should put such a question as even stieggehat the prophet might be speaking
about himself and not another. But probably theitsmh is as follows: — He had been at
Jerusalem, and had heard, no doubt, much discuasitmthe claims of Jesus of Nazareth to
be the true Messiah. Before Christ came, the JeRabbis, with one accord, regarded the
53rd chapter of Isaiah as referring to the Mesdiahnow that Jesus had appeared, such was
their opposition to Him, that they would fain make passage apply to the prophet himself —
in any case, some other than the Messiah. The aumagt probably heard these discussions,
and was anxious to have the question solved, g tthat his friends at Jerusalem had
evidently not been able to do for him. Whether tkighe exact explanation or not of the
origin of his enquiry, he could not have failed,tivese stirring times at Jerusalem, to have
heard of Jesus and His followers, and he was gleartious to know further about Him. Was
He the person of whom Isaiah spoke, or was He se&mMms the underlying concern. And
from the spirit in which he answered Philip, and thtimate issue of the conversation, we are
safe in concluding that there was more here thtall@ctual enquiry — there was a desire on
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the eunuch’s part to know the Redeemer of Isradlthe Saviour of sinners, whoever He
was, for himself. And this was the blessed knowéetg attained to before Philip and he
parted from one another.

Let us notice, at this point, that the first quastPhilip put to the eunuch is of importance
for all of us still. “Understandest thou what thaadest?” It is not enough that we read the
Bible, though that is good in itself; do we undenst what we read? Do we understand it in a
spiritual and saving way? The question is not, “@oghendest thou?” but “Understandest
thou?” We cannot comprehend many things that weucaterstand or apprehend. There is
nothing whatsoever in the kingdom of nature or thegdom of grace that we can
comprehend in all its fulness. The infinite andathbmable marks all the works of God. But
we can apprehend or know much that is beneficialuk And this is what is needed in
relation to divine truth as bearing upon the sabvabf our souls. We must understand, by
divine illumination, the things concerning sin asdlvation, otherwise we shall perish
forever. It should be the desire, therefore, ofrgvean who has the least concern about his
eternal state, that his understanding and conseiacild be enlightened as to his condition
as a sinner before God, and as to the way of satvély Jesus Christ, and that the Lord
would so effectually instruct him that he wouldthvhis whole heart, receive God in Christ
as his Saviour from sin and all its consequencAsd*“this is life eternal that they might
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christmwtiou hast sent” — John 17:3.

It is admirable also to notice in this connectibe tunuch’s answer to Philip’s question,
“Understandest thou what thou readest?” Though a ohgreat authority, and, no doubt, of
superior intellectual powers, he readily acknowksdgis ignorance, and declares his entire
willingness to be taught by any other man who caidehim into the truth. And so it is in
regard to all enlightened of God in divine thingleey are made willing to acknowledge their
ignorance, and to receive instruction from anyrumsent the Lord may be pleased to use to
communicate it. Men, however, are always to be ggwonly as instruments, and their words
are to be brought to the test of “the law and #@stimony.” The soul must look beyond them
to the great High Priest, “who can have compassiothe ignorant, and on them that are out
of the way,” and who has not only “the truth” tosgj but can make the sinner both willing
and able to receive it. “Good and upright is thed,de will teach sinners in the way.”

IV. — We now pass on to observe the sermon thdipRireached from the text that the
eunuch gave him. It was Isaiah 53:7,8, and theinedpwriter says, that “Philip opened his
mouth and began at the same Scripture, and preactiechim Jesus.” Luke is very brief on
the matter, and sums up the sermon in one worda lgu¢at one, “Jesus.” Who can tell what
a wealth of grace and glory is wrapped up in tlame, for there is none other name given
under heaven among men, whereby we must be saved?”

1. We remark first, that Philip, a man full of thi®ly Ghost, preached Jesus, and not
another, from the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. This tdrapas indeed convinced infidels in the
past of the truth of Christianity; only the blindhelieving Jews could not see Jesus in it. It
has been reserved, however, for the blasphemousemigitics of our degenerate age
professing Christianity — to say that Isaiah doesgpeak of Christ. We heard one of them
with our own ears — the late Professor Davidsony NBollege, Edinburgh — say that he
thought it was not the Messiah but “the invisibleugh” that was spoken of. And this is
stated in the face of the express testimony oHbly Ghost by Philip and others in the New
Testament. Truly such unbelief is appalling andpbaks judicial blindness. Moreover, it is
the men who thus defy the authority of God’s wdh@t in our miserable day are praised to
the skies for their gifts and virtues, and are ko the most responsible offices in the
professing Church. People talk about “Back to Gfirend “Loyalty to Christ,” and condone
and justify the most blatant unbelief. Truly Godsending “strong delusion” that men may
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“believe a lie,” that they all may be damned whdidwe not the truth, but have pleasure in
unrighteousness (2 Thessalonians 2:11,12). If yee hany common pity for your fellow
creatures, pray that they may be delivered fromrtfheences of the teachers of infidelity that
are in the chairs of learning, belonging not toutatsocieties, but to what claim to be the
most enlightened Christian Churches of the daytH#f light that is in thee be darkness, how
great is that darkness.”

2. We have no doubt that Philip pointed out theadsmble correspondence between the
description of the Messiah by Isaiah and what waes of Jesus of Nazareth in His character,
sufferings and death. No beauty in His outward app®ce to attract the carnal eye of man;
holy and spotless in His words and deeds — “heduex¢ no violence neither was any deceit
in his mouth;” merciful and compassionate to the@as and sins of men — “he hath borne
our grief and carried our sorrows,” and made irgsson for the transgressors; meek and
silent under all the unjust accusations of His @eenthe sin-bearer, bearing the iniquity of
His people, and brought as a lamb to the slaudbtetheir transgressions, and yet, though
dying, living again, seeing His seed, prolonging Hiays, and the pleasure of the Lord
prospering in His hand. Philip preached Jesus Clamgl Him crucified and Him risen, to the
listening eunuch, as the one Substitute and Sawibsinners, and he evidently also declared
Him to be, as we learn from the sequel, not a maamr, but the Son of God, of whom Isaiah
speaks in another place in these soul-quickeninmglsve “For unto us a child is born, unto us
a son is given; and the government shall be upsrsinoulder; and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The evenagtFather, the Prince of Peace” —
Isaiah 11:6. Philip also spoke of baptism as aimartte of Christ, and a sign and seal of the
remission of sins.

This, then, is the true Christ of God whom Philigached, and the Christ that must be
preached and believed in to-day as then, if mentarbe saved in the Lord with an
everlasting salvation. No other Saviour will meetr @ase but God incarnate, obeying,
suffering, dying, rising again, and ascending inéaven, as the representative of His sinful
people. All other Christs are false, and will landn in perdition at last.

V. — We come now, in the fifth and last place, e fruits of Philip’s sermon in the
conversion and baptism of the eunuch.

1. It is remarkable to observe the silence of thep8ire as to the inward emotions of
the eunuch under Philip’s preaching. What wondechdnges of thought and feeling must
have passed over his soul during this time, untiast he is enabled, with all his heart, to
believe in Jesus of Nazareth as the Son of Godtle®aviour of the lost, and to declare,
with holy and humble confidence, his faith in tigisrious Redeemer! The Holy Spirit who
guided Philip to this place, manifestly accompaniéid words with power. “The gospel
came, not in word only, but in power, and in thdyHhost and in much assurance,” and the
eunuch is prepared to confess Christ without furithelay. The Lord is able, when He
pleases, to do a great work in a short time, arsdwhas frequently illustrated in the apostolic
age, and has been also since.

2. The eunuch desires to be baptised. It appeatdtiay came to a certain water, and
that, when the eunuch saw it, he said, “See, herevater; what doth hinder me to be
baptised?” Now, this desire was not a little thiagd very especially as coming from such a
man, and in such circumstances. The confessionhostCmeant much in those primitive
times. To go back to Ethiopia a believer in thepitesd Nazarene, and to endeavour to follow
in His steps, might involve the loss of everyththg world counts dear, even the loss of life
itself. The eunuch, by his acceptance of ChristlEedvillingness to be baptised, practically
declared his readiness to suffer the loss of atigghfor the name of Jesus. He presents his
request, also, in an honest and humble way, whoclfirms his sincerity. “What doth hinder
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me to be baptised?” he asks — as much as to sayg“ibu, Philip, any objections? Are there
any obstacles in the way?” He shows that he resegrihat there may be hindrances to his
acknowledgment as a believer, and is willing toeptéhilip’s judgment in the matter.

3. The eunuch’s confession of faith — “| believattdesus Christ is the Son of God.”
This confession was drawn from him by Philip, whts\aers in regard to the question of
baptism, “If thou believest with all thine heahipti mayest.”

Philip here points out

(1) that there may be a faith thanist with all the heart. There is a merely intellectual
or moral faith that is only in the understandingconscience, and that does not carry the will
or the affections — the whole soul with it. Manyieeed in this way in the time of Christ, but
in the stress of trial or persecution, they wergkband walked no more with Him. This faith
is not saving in its nature. Sin and self stilgrein the heart. Philip impresses the truth

(2) that saving faith ia faith with all the heartlt is a faith with the consent of all the
faculties of the soul. The whole soul is freed friva bondage of sin and is gained to Christ.
It flows from and gives evidence of a new birth reav creation. No other faith is saving but
this. No other man believes in Christ to the sawohghe soul, or is vitally united to Him by
the Holy Ghost, but the man who is the subjecthef great change. Such an one is wholly
for Christ, and not for another.

To Philip’s searching word, “the eunuch answered said, | believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God.” He here expressed in a few impressords his faith in the Messiahship
and Divinity of Jesus, and that as one who wasvexgeHim as his own personal Saviour. It
may be easy for us to-day to make such a confes$iGhrist, after the evidences of nineteen
centuries, though many are not doing even this aht® under the power of infidelity
unknown to themselves. But it was not so easyHerHthiopian eunuch who had heard little
or nothing of Christ before Philip met him. It bekp a wonderful change, that he can give
such a decided and cordial confession of the Diiaeship of Jesus of Nazareth, after such
a brief acquaintance with the truth concerning Hite. confesses Him as Christ, that is, the
Messiah, and he confesses Him as the Son of Gdda Bon merely on equality with other
sons in the divine family, buhe Son on an equality with God the Father — of thmesa
substance with the Father and the Holy Ghost iutitkvided Godhead.

It is no doubt possible for a man, by a procesargtiment, to come to an intellectual
faith in Christ as the eternal Son of God; busitriore than this the eunuch confessess. It is
such a faith as Peter had on a memorable occasgiwem Jesus put the question — “Whom say
ye that | am?” and Simon Peter answered, and ‘Sgidu art the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” And Jesus answered, and said unto him, “Btksse thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but ntadravhich is in heaven” — Matthew 16:16,
17. This faith, which stands not in the wisdom anmbut the power of God, makes a man
willing to bear testimony, at all costs, for theksaof Christ, and fills him with a joy
unspeakable and full of glory. And these were titsralant accompaniments in the case of the
eunuch. Happy are those souls who can say, witthalheart, as the result of the Father’'s
teaching, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the So@ax.” They have everlasting life.

4. The last particulars to be observed are thdipPbaptised the eunuch, “the Spirit of
the Lord caught away Philip,” and the eunuch “wamhis way rejoicing.”

(1) In regard to the baptism, we only pause on dleisasion to remark that nothing
can be definitely concluded from this passage atdamnodeof baptism. It does not prove
immersion. If the words “went down into the wataré brought forward to prove that it was,
then it is stated thdtoth went down. The baptism could have been done bnldrg or
pouring; and the word in the 52nd chapter of Isaialthe context of Philip’s text might have
been fulfilled — “He shallsprinkle many nations.” But, as we have said, nothing can b
definitely gathered from this passage as to theanodvhich baptism is to be administered.
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Our Confession of Faith does not restrict baptismarty one of the three modes. All or any
may be employed, in our opinion, and that quitgsarally.

(2) “The Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, tithe eunuch saw him no more.”
Philip appeared in a very remarkable way to theuehrat first; and now he disappears from
his view in a still more remarkable way. The Loehshim, by a direct command, through an
angelic messenger, and now the Lord snatches hiay awa supernatural manner, for the
words clearly mean that he was caught away bodilyhle Spirit. And, however strange it
may appear at first sight, we think that this wasigned as a confirmation of the eunuch’s
faith. The Lord made it manifest before his verg®yhat Philip was His devoted servant,
completely under His guidance and control bothoasoidy and soul. The same divine power
that attended the words of Philip with such sweedsistible force and unction to the heart of
the eunuch, now is exerted upon Philip himself, aadsports him out of view in a visible
yet miraculous manner. The eunuch was thus fubyiesl that Philip was God’s ambassador
to his soul, and that his faith in Jesus Christh@sSon of God was by the revelation of the
Father who is in heaven.

(3) “And he went on his way rejoicing.” The eundwdd lost Philip, but he had found
Christ. For the time, he had lost the servantheubad found the Lord. His sorrow at the loss
of Philip was entirely swallowed up in the joy ohding “the pearl of great price,” the
heavenly Saviour, “whom having not seen,” he noweth and in whom believing he now
rejoiced “with joy unspeakable and full of gloryHe, no doubt, loved Philip much, but he
loved Christ more. Philip was his minister, but Shwas his Redeemer. This joy of his, after
Philip’s departure, is another evidence of theitgalf his faith in Christ. It did not depend
upon Philip’s presence; its spring was in heavamd fis is a mark of the faith of the Lord’s
true and faithful people in all ages. However mubkRy may esteem any man as the
messenger to Christ to their souls, they do notipatt man in the place of Christ. Their faith
and walk are not dependent on the creature but@Rteator. It is certainly a bad sign of any
when they do not value the true ministers of thepgh or sorrow at their removal, but it is
equally bad when people who profess Christ spedkaah as if their spiritual sustenance or
salvation depended on ministers, and as if theyldvoeed to follow ministers no matter
where they would go. Such show that their faitleither a mere formality or in a decayed
condition, needing quickening from above. In thesgnt case, Philip was clearly carried
away to the situation the Lord had marked out fion;hand the eunuch went on his way
rejoicing. He did not stay to look after Philip,thwent on in his own divinely appointed path,
rejoicing in the presence of the Lord and glad is $alvation.

There are many things in this interesting narrafive of instruction for us. We must
believe in the same Jesus as the eunuch belieyédva are to be saved for eternity. Time is
short; we know not what a day or an hour may bfarth; and Jesus says, “If ye believe not
that | am he, ye shall die in your sins.” Nothingt hleath eternal awaits every soul that
continues in unbelief and impenitence. It is eittegrentance towards God, and faith towards
the Lord Jesus Christ, or eternal damnation. May ltbrd, in infinite mercy, incline and
enable sinners to flee for refuge to the hope s&irb them in the gospel! Jesus is willing to
receive sinners — even the chief — and He is “ablgave them to the uttermost, who come
unto God by him.” And may those who were enabled day of grace, to believe in Christ
unto salvation, endeavour to live more and moreth®y faith of Christ, and to delight
themselves in Him and His abundant grace, whoiisrfghan the sons of men, the chiefest
among ten thousand, the altogether lovely one, avd that His people might live, and who
lives at the right hand of the Father, that they meagn with Him for ever and ever. May the

Lord bless to us His Word!
[May 1907]
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A Sermon.

By the lateRev. WiLLIAM C.BURNS, A.M., of Kilsyth,

Missionary to China.
[Taken from a littlebook of “Addresses” by Mr. Burns, edited in 1858thg late Rev. Robert Macdonald, D. D.,
of North Leith. These addresses were deliverectotl8nd. — B.]

“Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed aboutseitireat a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin that doth so e&&het us, and let us run with patience the
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race that is set before us, looking unto Jesusatitigor and finisher of our faith, who, for the
joy that was set before him, endured the crosgisieg the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God” — Hebrews 12:1,2.

The Christian life is often compared in Scriptuweatwarfare, in which contending parties
fight till at length one is crowned with victory.eére we find it compared to a race, the
comparison being taken from the heathen games athwhis mode of competition was
usually practised in ancient times. All the langeagmployed alludes to this, and gives
directions for the running of the race to glory. an can begin this race until he has entered
in by Christ, who is the door; no man can runhél be within the strait gate, but when once
he has entered, a race opens before him, andatésis to be run by each believing soul
seeking salvation. At the end of the race, in oltieres, was hung up the prize; and so in the
heavenly race the prize of the inheritance is glax® the goal towards which we are to run.
Let us not be ignorant as to who is to be the jurfgbe race. It will be God, the Judge of all,
to whom we are already come by faith.

But not only have we the command to run, we arewike told that it is a racet before
us.The moment a man begins to live again from the dibad path opens to him; it opens up
at once, clearly and evidently, in the provident&od. We do not require to go a single step
out of the wayto find the race we are to run, nor to look arowsdas for a hidden and
obscure path. As soon as we become alive to Godivés us the heart to run in His ways;
and our safety lies in ever watching and waitingthee work He would have us to do, ready
to catch at all that He gives us, and to grasp latwies nearest our hand. Now, there are
some who run out of the race; and even among Gingssome run so fast at first as to lose
their breath, and can run no longer. Men do notthws when in a race. They measure the
distance with the eye, and if possible keep up gteength to the end, that it may not run out
just when they are reaching the goal. Oh! whatvafiulething would that be. How hideous to
be in sight of heaven, with its glory almost burgtupon you and its prize almost within your
reach, and yet to turn back and be lost for everdDit not make onghudderto think of
that?

Remember, again, that you are to run this race patience. This is a needful caution,
for it is hard for us patiently to persevere in taee of God’s appointing. It is often a cross to
us to keep to the performance of present duty,etoain quietly within our appointed
spheres, giving ourselves up into the hands ofMaster we serve, and entreating Him to
choose a lot convenient for us. Some people arerrentented unless they are flaming in
the eyes of the world, and making a noise in it! they forget that the concealed members
are often the most useful ones. It would not da man’s body were all an eye, or all a foot,
or all a hand; each member has its proper plackeaaoh part is useful in its own way.

But, again, we are commanded to lay aside evergitieNo man would be so foolish as
to load himself with a weight before he began to, mor to encumber himself unnecessarily
with what might be burdensome; but he would rataefully weigh all he was to carry. “No
man that warreth entangleth himself with the a#faf this life, that he may please him who
hath chosen him to be a soldier.” And if it be 5y, dear friends, shall we who are running to
obtain the crown of everlasting life, give up owalts to idols or to sin? — shale entangle
ourselves with the affairs of this life?

We shall nhow mention one or two of those weightsictvhmust be laid aside by
whomsoever would run the race to glory. The fisgshe weight of unforgiven si©h! how
many are trying to run with this weight of unparddrsin upon them, and truly they run in
vain. A poor chance that man would have in a ralee imsisted on carrying with him a load
beneath which he could scarcely move. Yet manyrgitehis hopeless task in the heavenly
race. Do you remember what John Bunyan says iRilgsim’s Progressof poor Christian,
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who began his journey with the heavy burden ofumfrgiven transgressions upon his back
— how hard the journey was to him then! But whercame to the spoHERE THE CROSS
WAS, ah! the burden fell from off his shoulders inke tgulf beneath, and how quickly, and
joyfully, and lightly he went on in the narrow patiat led him to eternal life. Whenever a
sinner gets a believing view of Immanuel’s Cross duilt is sensibly removed, and with an
unburdened soul he goes on his way rejoicing. Na oan go a single step in God’s way
without this.

Among the many weights which oppress the beliesad, which he is called to lay aside,
it is the worldwhich proves the sad drawback to most. Oh! the follcumbering ourselves
with such a weight on such a long journey! It witit do; the worldnustbe cast aside in all
its unlawful observances. Little need have we td @dthe load we necessarily carry within
us by any outward ones. Believer it possiblethat the indulgence of the creature, or any of
its passing pleasures, is to outweigh, with yoe, ithportance of the work which has been
given you to do? to mortify and subdue — not talfaed excite — the flesh, with its affections
and lusts, living soberly, righteously, and godtythis present evil world, bringing all our
lawful affections also into subjection to Christ.

Another burden which must be cast off is thasioful care.Cast all your cares on Him
who careth for you, seeing that He knoweth all ywants better than you do yourselves. If
persecutions and reproach because of the Word doseot fear. You must expect that; and
the time when the believer is so persecuted isdfte very happiest time of his life. Why not
be content to lose what the Lord of Glory never“hdthough you were to lose property,
houses, and lands, you need not complain, for trd bad not where to lay His head; and
why should His servant murmur at losing anythingohtthe Master, when on earth, did not
possess? “In the world ye shall have tribulatiau, e of good cheer, | have overcome the
world.” How little do any of us know of “resistingnto blood, striving against sin!”

Different ideas have been taken up of the exactningaof the “sin which doth more
easily beset us,” the more general suppositiongaiat a man’s peculiar besetting sin is here
alluded to; and that just as one wearing a longngat in a race would thereby be entangled
and hindered, so the sin which is most apt to e believer into falling must be, with the
greatest watchfulness, avoided and laid aside. Tirige that every child of God must be
conscious of some sin which he finds the most alainoh his heart — some sin which gives
him constant trouble; and against such he woulevelb to strive, so that he may escape its
power. But the meaning we should be inclined sfiigdia attach to the expression is rather
that of inward depravity. Oh! how original sin btssa believer at each step. At every turn he
takes, it reappears; every way he looks, it meets Wherever he goes, it overtakes him. It
has been with him from the beginning; it will remavith him to the end. But how, you say,
is original sin to be laid aside? In one senss itnpossible to lay aside the depravity of the
nature; it cannot be put off entiretypw, but itcan be laid aside in the way of being loathed,
and abhorred, and detested as a filthy and abomeitling, on account of which you are a
very horror to yourselves. And then depravity most reign — it does not reign- in any
believer’s heart. It can be brought down in a vgrgat degree, andig possible for a man to
pass through life without any outward stain ongrigfession.

We have alluded principally to the difficulties tihe way of those who have entered on
the Christian race; let us now speak of one or divthe incitements to run so that we may
obtain. “Therefore, seeing we also are compassedtafith so great a cloud of withesses.”
The cloud of witnesses here spoken of refers, afsm to those saints of old, named in the
previous chapter as those who had all died in faitid then were, and now are, inheriting the
promises. Many have believed that they are hetedbaitnessesn allusion to the spectators
in whose presence the ancient games were performmaookers who watch the race to
heaven, and rejoice in the believer's victory owbe world. Is not this a sweet
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encouragement, beloved friends? But what we she@tkeer be inclined to suppose to be the
meaning of the passage is, that the saints aredcalitnesses more because they are
witnesses to God’s truth than witnesses merelyhefGhristian warfare. They are withesses
to the Gospel — to God's glorious and unchangintht~ witnesses to this, that Christ died,
and that God hath given them the victory througmHihat loved them. They are called a
cloud of witnesses because, being a multitude whorman can number and taken from all
peoples and tongues, they form one company, umtélde Lamb. Oh! it is a bright, bright
cloud, that cloud of witnesses; bright, becauséatlare clothed with the blood-washed robe
of Immanuel’'s righteousness; bright, because dasdttand purified by the spirit of divine
light and glory; bright, because exposed eternt@llyhe unclouded beaming of the Sun of
Righteousness. And it iswitnessingcloud; it shines to tell of the faithfulness of tGed of
salvation, it witnesses to the love of Him whohe faithful and true Witness, and it testifies
of the power of the renewing Spirit.

Believers, take encouragement from this; rementtarits numbers were made up from
the ranks of sinners like yourselves. And did ang of them ever leave on earth an evil
report of the God in whom he trusted? Did any éeave this report — that He was unfaithful,
or that He was not true to His covenant? Ah, nokréhwas never yet a child of God,
however weak and doubting, that did not, at theadrtds pilgrimage, raise his Ebenezer, and
say “Hitherto the Lord hath helped me.” This is M&brthy of note, and well fitted to
strengthen the heart of the weakest amongst yolndlever, however persecuted, tried, and
downcast — however beaten down with fightings with@nd well-nigh overwhelmed with
fears within — leaves the world with only this tewiny: that to him Jehovah has been a
wilderness or a land of darkness. There was newetltat did not add his voice to that of the
cloud of witnesses above, and proclaim that Hehomw he had believed was an unchanging
and a faithful God. Each dying believer sets hal,s#s he enters glory, to this — that God is
true; and leaves behind him in the world an add#idestimony to the evidence which the
Church already has within itself, th@ahomHe loves, He loves unto the end.

And shall we who possess more of this evidence biedisvers in past times ever could
have possessed, shai begin to doubt Him? The light that shines upon@uspel race to-
day is brighter than it ever was before; the groimbetter marked out; the path is better
beaten. There are more believers at this hourttiene ever were before; we mean, taking in
all above and all beneath. Every day the numbeeases, every day it is greater than the
last, because every day — by the power of the Bi8pirit — souls are added to Christ's
church and kingdom of such as shall be saved. Aldfahe Old Testament saints were
strong in faith, giving glory to God; if they, withnly the dim light of an expected Saviour,
seen through the types and shadows of the Jewigbldgif they could so clearly behold that
city which hath foundations, that, by the faith aght of Him who is invisible, they could
subdue kingdoms, work righteousness, obtain pran&ep the mouths of lions, quench the
violence of fire, escape the edge of the sword,acbweakness be made strong — they who
had never seen Immanuel evidently crucified betbean — they who had never beheld the
unveiled glory of the Lamb that was slain; whatudddeour faith and light and love, whose
eyes have “beheld his glory, the glory aglué only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth”? Oh! if Enoch had this testimony, in a dalyem there were perhaps but few believers
on the earththat he pleased Godhow should we be serving Him unto all well-plea&ing
Enoch could walk with God in a day when there wiexe companions to accompany him,
and when, as it were, there were but few tracesdsged on the narrow way, how closely
shouldwe walk with Him now, when the path to glory is marked by the footst&pso many
followers of the Lamb; now, when they all have lgfeir testimonies behind them to the
faithfulness of Him in whom they have believed!
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Let us take shame to ourselves for this — we hakeriothing yet to try our faith, so to
speak; nothing to put our love the proof Believers, are you sinking under the good fight o
faith? Ah! you don’t know yet what trials mean. Yhave not had trials of cruel mockings
and scourgings yet, though no man knows how soo things might come round; you have
not been subject to bonds and imprisonments yetbeen stoned, nor had to wander about,
being destitute, afflicted, tormented; nor beercédrto leave your homes for deserts and
mountains, or for dens and caves of the earth belmved; and yet those who suffered these
things — even to being clad in sheepskins and Rgoatsand being slain by the sword, or
sawn asunder — they were just saved sinners, ahdhganore. Though they were the men of
whom the world was not worthy, they yet “receivemt the promise, God having provided
some better thing for us, that they without us #thowot be made perfect:” But they are
perfect now. Yes, the Old Testament Church is mgdlaow. The Old Testament Church is
complete; it is above; it is a Church triumphannhdAisn’t that encouraging? Not a soul
belonging to it left wandering on this desert wbtisl it not sweet to think that these Old
Testament saints now shine a cloud of withesses?/&t And since the saints of the old
dispensation have been removed to the upper coboissands have entered into the glorious
rest prepared and remaining for the people of God.

First did the Forerunner Himself enter in, anddsitvn on the right of the throne, having
triumphed openly. Ay, and since then many a goadiypany of apostles, and martyrs, and
tried believers, having washed their robes and ntlaee white in the Lamb’s blood, have
followed to the heavens. And what nsore beloved, | am persuaded that in the cloud of
witnesses there are not a few redeemed ones tad@namongst you. Some who, not very
long ago, delighted to join with us here in thegovas services of this sanctuary — some who
sang with us the praises of the Lord, and bent wétlaround a throne of grace — now stand
with palms in their hands around the throne of \gleaying “Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain!” Yes, beloved, | believe itWherefore,seeingwe also are compassed about with so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside ewaight, and the sin that doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race thatetsbefore us.” And then what follows?
“Looking unto Jesus.” Precious command! Thisking unto Jesuss all the Gospel. It is
precious to have the example and the victory ofigrahs, and apostles, and prophets, and
martyrs to look to; but ah! that is but a smalhthin comparison with the example we have
in Jesus. Beloved friends, there’s not a step efsteepest path to life on which His foot has
not left a divine impress; there is not a stephefitace that isn’t marked with blood, that isn’t
marked with glory. The Forerunner did not ascenamigh without leaving us an example
that we should follow His steps.

Christ is set before those who are running thegiibn race in three different characters —
as enduring the Cross, as despising the shamasaset down at the right hand of God. One
of the first sights the soul gets by faith of therd. Jesus Christ is as enduring the Cross. He
had a motive for so enduring — the joy of seeimpnais redeemed and saved by His blood.
He looked back to the Old Testament Church alregolyfied, and He looked forward to us
— to every one who by Him should be saved. In timatr He sawyou He sawme— He saw
an elect world depending on Him for salvation, andHe endured the Cross. Who can tell
what a weight of wrath lay upon Him at that momenmore wrath than ever lay on any
sinner, or on all the condemned; and yet, for tyethat was set before Him, He endured the
Cross.

If He had not done that there would have been nisttdn warfare — no race — no way —
no goal at the end — no combat — no victory — monal life. There would have been no
promises, my dear friends; there would have beeconumands — no threatenings. You have
to thank the Cross of Christ even for commandsthrehtenings; thank Him that it is not an
eternal sentence of woe that is gone forth; fod, Garist not endured His Father’s wrath for
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sinners, there had been no need or room for thmeateNeither threatening nor command is
now sent to the fallen angels; all they have tasdtm drink of the cup of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God. But fous has Immanuel endured the Cross. He drank of ribwekb
by the way, and now He hath lifted up the head.hdth ascended up on high leading
captivity captive, and receiving gifts for the rétoeis sons of men.

The first view you need to get of Christ, dear delisinner, is to behold Him as a
Saviour, but the next is as “despising the sharmNerie of His people follow Him closely, or
follow Him long, without being in some measure arnied to Him in this respect; and it is
not an easy thing to despise shame, or even todh@ane. But when you are, for His sake,
cast out by the world, look unto Jesus as beahagedproach and the shame for you. And oh!
the believer's happiest moments often are whers heaided with the reproach of the Cross,
for then he most clearly sees the great High Ppassed into the heavens, who sympathizes
with all his griefs. The sympathy of Immanuel! Wiaasupport; what a glorious consolation!
Sympathy is always sweet when anything grieveswany much. If you are suffering, for
instance, under a bereavement in your family, and friends come and show that they feel
deeply for you, it consoles and soothes you. évadites your distress when their tears mingle
with yours, and you feel that if anything could don you, that would do it. But yet human
sympathy is an empty thing. It cannot fill the tHaor heal the wound, or dry the tears of
sorrow. But the sympathy of Jesus is not empty. ligthdved friends, it is precious, precious,
precious! True, He is passed into the heavenspfodis people’s sight, but yet He is near to
them. And that sympathy of His is no ideal thirngsino imagined comfort. It is a sympathy
worth the having, for it is deep — deep — deepiaggbldhead, and yet tender as His manhood.
Some believers seem to feel as if His manhood leh ost in the glory of His divine
nature; but His heart and His feelings and His s3ttmp are just as much those of a man as
when He walked by the Sea of Galilee. The sympathlesus is human sympathy — it feels
for a fellow-man; and He feels for His own peogad counts all that is done to them as if it
were done to Himself. He is a merciful and symaitig High Priest; He knows their trials,
and He remembers that they are dust.

This is just the reason why the very happiest maseha believer — the moments when
he has most actual joy and confidence — are oftesetin which his cup of anguish is well
nigh running over, and when reproach and calumny persecution have seemed to be
striving which shall wound him most, just becaude tllese moments the heavenly
Sympathizer in all his sorrows has been more sBnsibar to him, pouring His divine
consolations without measure into his soul. Se#, tmy dear friends, that you beware of
trying to despise the shame, unless you be ataime dime looking unto Jesus. Your heart
will soon fail if you cease to behold Him as thederer of the Cross and despiser of the
shame, who is now seated at the right hand of God.

Weak believers, be encouraged by this — that tb®mni is gained. It is not to be fought
for now; it is finished — it is complete; and ouedd is above. Christ is above, not only
accepted of the Father, but set down for evermbidisaright hand. Yes, He is enthroned
above, far above all principalities and powers anery name that is named, and He does not
forget for one moment the Church on earth, whichhidth purchased with His own blood.
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the lefastese my brethren, ye have done it unto
me,” was His language upon the earth; and “Saull|, 8&hy persecutest thou me?” was His
language from the highest heaven. Little does tbddathink how near He is to every one of
the least of these, His brethren. Little does tleldvthink that whosoever toucheth one of
them, toucheth, as it were, the apple of His eyé.\iZhat affecting proofs have we of this?
Do you remember Stephen? Did Christ look on witthffarence at Stephen’s martyrdom?
Was He an unconcerned spectator when Stephenfstodds name’s sake in the midst of his
enemies to die the death? Ah, no! Favoured Stephlea!persecuted multitude were doing
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their worst, and Stephen was about to die wherifted lup his eyes to heaven. And what did
he see? Heaven opened. Was not that a sight weeings— an open heaven, a heaven
prepared for him, opening to receive him? Belovashtls in Jesus, would not that be a sight
worth dying for — an open heaven? | think an opevg wouldn't frighten us if we saw at
the back of it an open heaven; nor a burning staké, an open heaven beyond it. But this
was not all that Stephen saw, though, truly, aélité would have been a glorious sight.
Whom did the opening heavens reveal to Stephergd@eming Saviour; the author and the
finisher of his faith; the glorified One! Yes, Heawjust going to put the finishing stroke upon
Stephen’s faith; He was just going to make Stegdenfect, and to raise him to His throne.
Was Jesus the same, of whom it is here said tha&nidered the Cross, despising the shame,
and is now set down at the right hand of God? Wd®n His people suffer, He suffers too.
He could not sit on His throne while a faithful nyarsuffered. We are not called to die for
Christ, but let us witness for Him, though it beseckcloth and ashes; and we do not know
that the day shall never come — even in our timehen men must lose their lives in this
world if they would keep them unto life eternal.eTmartyr is likest to his Lord. Every
believer is conformed in some degree to His imagé,none are so fully conformed to it as
those who die for His sake. Yes, the martyr, innivand in dying, is likest to his Lord.
Perhaps no one ever died for Christ’'s cause to wHerdid not appear in His love.

But do all obtain this view of an open heaven? Da think that if the men who were
stoning Stephen had seen heaven opened, they Wawddseen what he saw? Do you think if
the kings and judges of the earth who set themseaiwgether against the Lord and His
anointed, saying “Let us break their bands asural®l, cast away their cords from us” —
think you that to them the opening heavens woweakChrist standing at the right hand of
God? Ah, no! they would see another sight. “He #itieth in the heavens shall laugh: the
Lord shall have them in derision.” Oh! could mern beebeforethem, when they are going
on in their rebellion, how the mighty God smilesadlt their opposition. If you could see
heaven opened, unbeliever, and Jesus, the cruofed against whom you are fighting,
sitting on the throne of universal dominion, yoag,t would see another sight from what
Stephen saw. “He that sitteth in the heavens &hadih.” Is there not one heart melting under
the word to-night? Are you all determined, with@xception, to reject Christ, and to make
the excuses of corrupt and deceived hearts? IsiQOiot to find entrance into one soul to-
night? It is with tears that we speak thus. Mustgmeunto Him that sent us and say, “They
will not come in™?

Must we leave this favoured city and turn unto dReOh! beloved, you've got many a
warning, many an invitation, many an entreaty is fflace to come to Christ, and you have
rejected them all — every one, every one. Are yoinglit still? Are you rejecting the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father’'s unspeakable gift, agamght? Is it possible? Know you not, then,
what will be the end of them that obey not the @iBgThat they all might be damned who
believed not the truth.” Yes, yes, brethren, felewners, it is the truth and no lie that we
speak. If you reject Him to the end — it may bgatl reject Him now — you will be damned.
Yes, and you will go down — down — down so fast ti@ne can stop you, and so fast that you
can't stop yourselves, into the pit of eternal vesmgre — to the devil and his angels. Oh! are
we to leave you thus? Can we leave you? Would td tBat poor sinners were seeing their
awful condition, and fleeing from the coming judgmtieBrothers and sisters, it might well
melt the coldest heart to come among you time &iftee, and see you hardening under the
preached Gospel, and well-nigh deserted by a styiBpirit, and piercing the heart of
Immanuel by resisting His love. Truly, when we thiof it and remember the days that are
gone by — the days of the right hand of the MogjhH# the countless warnings since — ah!
but you must think of it too, or the compassion fellow men will do you little good. Let
conscience testify for God this night. Are ther¢ men and women here who have heard the
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Gospel so long that their ears are tired of listgrip it, and who yet have never surrendered
their hearts to Christ? You have a place for evéoyand every lust, but you've no room for
Christ — none; and you cannot plead ignorance.

Are there no drunkards here? Yes, | believe itré&taee men in this place who have been
warned, and warned, and warned till ministers camwno longer, of what their drunkenness
will bring on — ruined body and soul. You know welhat | am saying, sinner, and yet you
go to the public-house wilfully and constantly muct destruction; ay, and come into the very
House of God with the smell of drink upon you. Whah we, then, say to you drunkards, or
to you unclean, or to you Sabbath-breakers, omtoliars, or to you whose sins we cannot
name? Know you not that no drunkard, or unclearsgrerin heart or in life, hath any
inheritance in the kingdom of God? Know you nott ttiee fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and idolaters, andaadl, Ishall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone?

Some of you go to the theatre, to get the knifetputour very souls, and to shorten, if
possible, your path to hell; or you go and jointlve dance and the song, and sing those
pernicious ballads that fill the mind with impuriéynd sin. And you go about as joyously as if
no curse were hanging over your head, or as ifinagre ready to receive you. Is this going
home to the hearts of any? Are there none whotlfelthey have been actually persevering
and delighting in sin in the very face of light,daof love, and of conscience? Charge
yourselves with it. | charge you in the sight ofdavho shall judge the quick and the dead,
and before angels, ay, and before devils who haa&ed your downward progress with care
and with fiendish joy. | charge you with it as yshall appear before the great white throne —
young men, young women, answer to your namesatsnibt true? Is it true? Do | speak thus
that | may harrow up your feelings? No, but becausalare not leave you rejecting Christ,
despising the Holy One, treasuring up unto youesehrath against the day of wrath and
revelation of God’s righteous judgments. Will yoot mow give up your drinking and your
songs, the theatre and the dance, or will you ddoegen to hell, where you will dwell with
devils, among lost souls? Confess your guilt, deamg men. Will you not be any more
found amid these scenes of vice and sin or onabe-ground — that encampment of Satan
around your poor city? You will not be condemned hoeaking the law, nor for Sabbath-
breaking, nor for drunkenness, but you will be eamded on this awful ground of rejecting
Christ. Unbelief is the sin that will sink you intioe lake of fire, from which nothing can save
you but receiving Christ; and He is willing to reeeyou. If you but knew Him you would
believethat. We proclaim to you again, in the name of Jehouadt, Jesus — His unspeakable
gift, even Jesus Christ — is free to-night to esicher within these walls. Any one who wills,
whosoever will, let him come; let him accept itsthhoment. Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ; believe, receive Him, and be saved. Dogsome say that he does not know what we
mean by receiving Christ? My dear friends, theraathing more simple. It just means that
you are to open your hearts to Him — to act faghruHim — to say, “Come quickly” — to cry,
“Help thou mine unbelief!”

Do you not understand it yet? Take an illustratibo. you understand this — what it
would be to possess a thing without having it innjeand; to possess a thing at a distance — a
thing you had never seen? If a friend were to sayou that he had made over to you some
particular object, would you not consider it as myour own before you saw it as after? If |
met you in the street and said | had a book for, yad put your name on it, and that it was
lying ready for you at home, and bid you come fpthen if you went from me and met any
one you would say, “I've got a book; the ministashgiven it to me — it's mine”; and you
would feelthat, though the book were still at my lodging. Or if ybad no shelter for the
night, and | met you, and said “Come to my loddiagnight — there is room for you there,”
and then you went into a house, and any one asked ihad shelter for the night, you would
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say “Yes, I've got shelter; I've got it; I'm goin a house where I'll get it.” And you say
that without ever having seen the house, or knowinghmalmout where it was, if only you
had directions to find it. Or if a hungry man wéodd to come at a certain hour for food, he
would say “I've got food,” though he had not seenAind this is just what a sinner feels
when he has accepted Christ as the gift of Godfeldis his need of the Saviour. God says
“Here is my beloved Son; | give unto you eterné and all things in him.” And so the
sinner says “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakgifilé And then he feels, and says
“Christ is mine- the Father hath given Him unto me; eternalififmine, and none can pluck
me out of the Father’'s hand.” Now, is not that & Is it not simple? Simple and free as
air to every soul under heaven, and to every simméhis house to-night, to be his to all
eternity —a free gift. The very wordgift implies freeness. Will you not accept it, and take
the gift from the Father’'s hand? Cry to Him now aiwwill answer you. Do you say you are
too vile? What! too much lost to be saved! Is thadsible? Can it be? Beloved friends, have
you no reason? By saying you are too vile you js@y this: “I cannot take God’'s
righteousness, because I've gotrighteousness; | cannot take salvation from Chioistause
I’'m unsaved; | cannot pray, because | have notdatt | need from God yet; | cannot eat the
Bread of life, because my hunger is not satistned,drink the living water, because my thirst
is raging still.”

Apply that to the previous illustration. | meet a man demmg about, without house or
home, and offer him a lodging. He says “Thank y&u, but indeed | have no lodging, so |
cannot take it.” | meet another, starving with hein@nd say “Here is bread; take it.” He says
“Oh! I would be so thankful, but | have not a mdéregbread; | cannot take it, for | have
none.” Or if one were dying of thirst, and you gdamn drink, and he were to say “I cannot
take it, for | have no water.” What should we sayhtem? “Man, how foolish you are. | don’t
ask you to take lodging from me because you haslgimg, but because you have none. |
didn’t offer you bread because you have bread,aiembecause you have water. | offer you
them because you have none; that is my very reasoy only reason.” Or if you went to a
diseased man, and offered to run for a physiciad,the sick man said “Oh! | can’t see the
physician, because I'm not well!” | should say “Mahat’s why you need the physician —
because you're ill and dying, and will soon be gan&ss he come to you.” But no man in
his senses will meet you with reasoning like tiNever was such a thing heard of when
temporal need and temporal mercies are in the iguedt is left to the spiritually hungry to
cast their food from them, for no other reason ttiet they are too hungry to take it. It's left
to the sin-sick soul to shut its door on the phgsiovho comes to heal and save it. Don'’t
imagine that we overdraw the picture. For what elses the sinner virtually do, when he
meets the offers of pardon with the sorrowful assoe that you need not speak to him of
pardon, for he has never got pardon; that you me¢dffer him all things in Christ Jesus,
because he has as yet got nothing from Him — nadbo: which to feed a starving soul;
refusing water because he is too thirsty to drinlamd when you ask him to cover his filthy
rags with Christ’'s garment of salvation — as we mmireat every sinner within these walls to
do, and as in Christ’'s name, and as ambassad@edyfwe now command you to do, saying
“Put on the Lord Jesus Christ” (and, sinners, oblitdnow) — he says “l can't take this
clothing, because I'm naked; | can’t take Chrigffgment, for | have none.” What does this
mean? If you knew your own heatrts, it just meams tham not willing to give Him my
heart.” Seek, beloved friends, to yield it up to Him thight. Wait on the Lord continually.

You say “I don't see Him; | cannot behold Him.” Oto! for He's passed into the
heavens; but He lives, He lives to save you anfigtd for you, having gotten the victory.
Join Him, and you will be on the winning side.dta great encouragement to an army to go
on fighting if they know they are to get the vigtoHow should it not encourage you to know
that Immanuel has conquered, and is now set dowthenght hand of God, and is offering
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salvation as a free gift — for it is as free in theeteenth century as it was in the first. OH! if
could but tell you how free it is. | know well ththtis is all foolishness and without meaning
to the natural man, but still if God reveal it touy souls this night, it shall not be so to you. If
you would accept of Christ, you would find thiskie a new world to you. The sun would
shine doubly upon you; the moon would shine upon, yas you go forth this night, as it
never shone on you before. All creation would berylmiend, because its Creator's smile
would rest on you for ever. Strange it is that sdohbts and fears still harass us. Strange it is
that you cannot behold the unclouded glory of ttexrial Sun. But it has always been so, and
it is so still, although at this time there is mdight upon the road than there ever was. Do
you recollect how Bunyan expresses that when hakspaf the Slough of Despond? How the
king’'s servants had, at his command, been contintiging to fill it up with cart-loads of
promises, and yet it had never been made firm gto®o is it with the path to glory.
Successive generations have traced on it the nodijksy, and confidence, and hope, and of
final triumph in the God of salvation, but stilli# overshadowed with doubt, and uncertainty,
and darkness, and shrouded by the fear of deathlifY gour eyes above the intervening
mists; believe in God'’s love; look unto Jesus! Hierits and blood are a sure foundation.
They are strong enough to bear any sinner hereif atoth would come over and plant your
foot on them, you would find that there is a goodridation for the heavenly race, and one
on which you may safely fight the good fight oftlaiand overcome the enmity of Satan and
the world!

A sore fight you will have with the world. How sipaeyed it is to the sins of God’s
people; how quickly are their failings detectedp@sed, and cried down. The least slip in
their hard race is marked and noted. And when tedpy their enemies into an open sin, it
is never lost on the sharp-sighted world; such attrg is raised about hypocrisy and
pretence that you never hear the last of it. Ang dies the world expect God’s people to be
so holy? How does it raise such a high standardiifem, and marvel that men of like
passions with itself should ever fall or stumblehy\oes the world watch believers so
narrowly? If one of themselves sins openly, thatasvonder to them; they feel no surprise.
They never expect to find a holy Atheist or a hbbist; wherntheydo wrong it is considered
a very light matter, and quite natural. But ah&igaint walk inconsistently — if but a single
blemish be found on his profession or a stain upiencharacter — it is soon noticed. True,
they have often too much room to speak thus of &pdople, but what does their anxiety to
do so prove? Does it show that Christ is not wodhgonfidence, or that He cannot keep His
people holy? No! The world’s anxiety to find fajust proves that Jesisa holy and an all-
sufficient Saviour. Does it not prove that JesuedP It does, it does. Does it not prove that
the Spirit is a sanctifying Spirit? It does, it doe

Oh! brethren, | have often myself felt that whemotigh the prevalence of sin and the
depth of unbelief, | have scarce been able to Welieat Christ is living still. That very
opposition of the world to Christ’'s people — thatry outcry that is raised when they sin —
that eagerness that is so evident to lay any sia b¢liever's door, and to spread it and
triumph in it, as if they had really got a victatyough the man’s fall — | say, that very shout
of joy that follows his fall — has convinced me andde me feel what a reality there must be
in the being of Immanuel — what an almighty poweHis arm, to save — what a boundless
grace in His Spirit, to sanctify! If the very unlesling and God-denying world expedtsat
grace in His people which they would never look ifothemselves or in the world around
them, shallyou believers, think so lightly of the power of thpii® of God, as not even to
expectthat from Him which the world expects all His people slibpossess? How it should
also warn youo beware how you acRemember that many eyes are upon you, and many
snares are about your feet, and many hearts wilinph in your fall, and try to cast the
shame and disgrace of it upon your great High PW#alk wisely then, and remember that if
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a saint in walking through the street do but casida-look at any vanity, it is treasured up
and remembered, and charged upon the spotlessarairan the holy cause of Christ, who is
your King.

You need not attempt to keep your garment whiteyoarr profession unstained, in any
other way than by looking unto Jesus. Look to Homtoually, and do not fear what man
can do unto you, nor that you yourself will be lgfienly to disgrace your profession or bring
reproach on Christ. When you do lose sight of Hionnbt despair. Remember that night
when Christ sent the apostles out upon the sedgatite storm arise, and tried their faith by
not going to them till the fourth watch. So has Bisurch since then been often left. Many,
many a long night she has toiled and watched utideseeming frown of an absent Saviour.
Did she watch in vain? The morning dawned, andlélis was revealed. You who feel as if
you were seeking Him in vain, plead on till the tbuwatch. He will come walking on the
waters; and when He does come, do not refuse tgngse Him, as Peter did. Receive Him;

open your hearts to Him, that He may come and divetle for evermore!
[June 1907]

Brief Notes of a Sermon.

By theLateRev. DR. KENNEDY, Dingwall.
Preached in Gaelic at Creich.
(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“Remove not the old landmark; and enter not thel$ielf the fatherless: faheir Redeemer is mighty;
he shall plead their cause with thee” — Proverh&®@321.
Let us consider the two prohibitions in the text: —
I. — “Remove not the old landmark,” and
[l. — “Enter not the fields of the fatherless.”

Though fatherless, he has fields and a Redeemersahighty.

. — “Remove not the old landmark.” The landmarksfrightly set, should not be
removed,; if not so set, they require to be so eyctimarter of the estate. And when this is done

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol 12 p. 19



and they are set according to the plan by him wdsduthority to do so, they should not be
removed. It was so with the land of promise; it wiasded among the tribes and families of
Israel according to the commandment of God, andyéimerations to come required to respect
the marks.
We have landmarks in the Word of God, and resperst e had to them in connection

with four things:

(1) opinions or views,

(2) hopes,

(3) experiences, and

(4) practices.

(1) Viewsmust not go beyond the mind of God a hairbreadta.réduire to be kept in
reverence of the anointing from the Holy One. Haré never was a sheep more ready to
follow another over a fence than you are to go bdyihis landmark without “the unction.”
Self makes some to be careful about their viewadgéie same as those of the people of
God, but that is very different from having theseler the unction of the Holy Spirit. Some
would pervert the Word of God to suit their viewsstead of seeking their views to be
conformed to it.

(2) Hopes.Some have a hope, but it is without the landmarthefWord of God, and
they will cast aside the Word rather than their dno/hat madness! How poor the hope
upheld by the devil and falsehood! “Remove notlémeimark,” though you had not a hair's
breadth to stand upon.

(3) ExperiencesLay not to the charge of the Spirit what He did dot and on the other
hand, deny not what He did. Think not that the 8ibides with your experience unless it is
according to His mind.

(4) Practices The Word condemned your practice, and you seWWbed aside. You
removed the landmark to give an opportunity toftbgh. Who can free himself of this?

There is especially a call to a Church professimgl.Grhere is guilt in removing the
landmarks of truth, and in backsliding from God. &hre the landmarks

(1) between the Bible and all other books;

(2) between truth and error in the views of the €hu

(3) between formality and the power of godliness;

(4) between what is scriptural and carnal in wagrshi

(5) between Church and State — dhistinction and relation between them?

(1) The Bible is apart from all other books, be@aiiss inspired by the Spirit, because
there is in it what is provided as food to His pedp the end of the world, and because it is
the glass in which the glory of God is revealedwHawful to break this glass! Your looking-
glass got broken, and it would not suit you, beeaysu had respect to your own
countenance. How much more should God prohibitéh®oving of this landmark!

(2) Truth and Error. A housewife has a child amugato feed. The same cooking would
not suit them. Care is required for that for thdd;hwhile a mixture of all refuse suits the
latter. Another housewife has only a pig to feedlg @herefore, does not need to be so
particular in preparing the food. | fear the daycaning upon us, in which there is little
regard for sound doctrine, and | fear the day mmiog, when, as one said, there will be no
wholesome food to be had from sea to sea in Sahtlaut a revival will follow that.

(3) Formality and the power of godliness. Discerntrie so blunt in our day that the
two cannot be distinguished by many. One comes withusical instrument, and another
pours legal doctrine on the natural affectionsyresdi by the music. The person is led to
exercise a faith of his own making, and is thed tbiat he is saved. They say it is a sign that
this day is as good as ever was, when there ardréds of such cases, and they sing over it
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while judgment is at the door. Instead of the strege should be weeping, because God’s
power is withheld.

(4) What is scriptural and carnal in worship. Thiel @estament form of worship has
been done away with by Christ, and the New Testamership is free from all that is carnal
and formal. That is the example left by the Apastad the teaching of the New Testament.
Now a thirst has come into the Church for a chaittge.not from the life of God in the soul
or from the mind of God in the Word, but from thesh. Some are saying that the sound of
the music is blessed and has done much good, astbeubrought into the Church. What
can follow this but the displeasure of God?

(5) Church and State. Both are within the ruling @©ffirist, He being universal
proprietor. Church and State are surrounded byl aval are also divided into two parts by
a centre wall. The Owner’s house is in one pad, lde may be said to reside there, as He
does not in the other. But on the other hand inoaibe said but He owns the whole estate.
Christ rules in Zion as nowhere else, but as gertas that He also rules over dle nations
of the earth. Church and State are distinct, bohotbe separated because under the same
King, and are intended to be useful to each offfee. boundary between must also be looked
to. The one is not to encroach on the other. Th&gS3$ to help the Church, not to make it a
slave — a mark of condemnation on the word Volwyisgan.

Il. — “Enter not the fields of the fatherless.” ldeare three things to be considered — the
fatherless, his fields, and the prohibition agaerstering them. “Their Redeemer is mighty;
he shall plead their cause with thee.”

1. The fatherless. Such a person, literally, is without a father. But it is true of him
still that he is alive, that the nature of the dhd in him, and that he has a desire after father
and mother. Because of this, he cannot see othigirexn more highly favoured without it
making him sad.

What about the child of God that is experimentallhough not actually — fatherless?
There is spiritual life in him from the moment @&generation, and it cannot be taken from
him. There is a desire after saying, Abba, FatteeGod, and he is sad when he cannot say it.
He is sad when the plagues of his heart get therupgnd, and God is silent to him in secret.
It is true of him that when he reads of the commnrof God’s children and their language,
and finds himself a stranger without, that he fesdd. From fightings without and fears
within, he feels a fatherless one, and when Godsidis face, he cannot say, Abba, Father —
may feel that he might as well create a world sengt to say it.

2. There is true, however, of hstate what is not true of higxperience;he has
“fields.” What are they?

(1) The provision of the love of God in the covenahgrace. All this is his through
union to the Head, Jesus Christ. There is no petprlike him.

(2) The Word of God. The two Testaments, Old and/Nmntain a revelation of the
covenant, and the provision of it is brought neanim in doctrines, calls, and promises.

(3) The Church, the means of grace, and the misistethe Gospel — Paul, Apollos,
Cephas — are his. The Church is set apart for des that he may be prepared for the home
above.

(4) The special lot he has in the world. This tsocantiful field, because nothing is in
it but what was appointed in wisdom and love. Ifthing else were in it, it would not be
perfect. The spirit of the world would take an &stdut would despise the love that gives
only a thatched bothy. It is lawful only to ask fiace to make use of what is appointed — a
spot on which there would be union to Christ andpat for communion with Him and
service for Him. What need of more than this? Theneothing outside the child’s covenant
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right that he would be the better of havingAH things are yours.” What can be added to
that?

The child of God is a wonderful person. The diffexe between his experience and his
state is a riddle to him. Looking from “the dundjhib the world, the Church and Heaven, he
says, “All are mine.” O for a moment of this!

3. The prohibition —Enter notthe fields.” This stands against teachers in ther€h
who weaken the opportunity of the child of gracefedding in the fields by keeping back
from him his portion. It also stands against alil-dwers on earth who trample his fields
under their feet and try to make his lot hardent@@d has made it. The Lord is as careful of
you as if there were none in the world but yourselfook after. Christ is a Redeemer set
apart for the work. He requires to plead His rightl yours, and will make it sure that it will
not be forgotten. Everything needed to be done iBlis hand. He is almighty against all
intruders and opposers, and will plead your caaisd that effectually.

Thanks be to God for “the fatherless” here! | woulsh to give them all over to the

keeping of the Redeemer who keeps Israel.
[July 1907]

Notes of a Sermon.

Preached by the RevwWEN MACQUEEN, Moderator,
At the Opening of the Free Presbyterian Synod\adrimess,
on 9th July, 1907.

“And he called his ten servants, and delivered tkemrpounds, and said unto them,
Occupy till I come” — Luke 19:13.

As you can see, this is a part of the parable spblyghe Redeemer on an occasion when
those who followed Him expected that He was tougetin earthly kingdom. For it appears
that the Jews expected that the Messiah was tceeg#te outcasts of Israel into Galilee,
having His seat in Jerusalem, and that He was oftérequent the Mount of Olives. Instead
of encouraging them in this belief, the Redeemee Beems to bring before them the nature
of His kingdom, and indicates that instead of remmg among them He was to depart into a
far country. In our text, then, we shall consider:

I. — The One who is brought before us as calling $dirvants;
Il. — Those whom He called;
1. — What He committed unto them; and
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IV. — The charge given in connection with the thaognmitted.

|. — The One brought before us as calling. He ithan context called first a nobleman.
There can be little doubt but Christ Himself is ffegson so named. It may be said that He is
the fountain of all true nobility, for whatsoevexr moble in angels or men is all from Him.
Some claim to be nobles because they belong temstncotable families. But He is ahead of
them all in this. He is styled in the Word of G tAncient of Days. He is the brightness of
the Father’s glory, and the express image of Hisd?e He is said to be holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners. When He ewated, He reviled not again; when He
suffered, He threatened not. He is fairer thanstbies of men. He is “white and ruddy, the
chiefest among ten thousand. His head is as théfmegyold; his locks are bushy and black
as a raven. His eyes are as the eyes of doveshywtrs of waters, washed with milk, and
fitly set. His cheeks are as a bed of spices, aesWowers; his lips like lilies, dropping
sweet-smelling myrrh. His hands are as the golglsrset with the beryl. His belly is as bright
ivory overlaid with sapphires. His legs are asapdlof marble set upon sockets of fine gold.
His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as tharsedis mouth is most sweet, yea, he is
altogether lovely.” Isaiah speaks of Him: — “Fortaurus a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulded his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the EveilagtFather, the Prince of Peace.” The
Apostle John’s testimony concerning Him is, thdietWord was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, and we beheld his glory — the glory ahefonly begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth.” And again, the Apostle Peter saitterning Him, that “he was the Christ,
the Son of the living God.”

Nobles are counted all the more noble when theydeseend to men of low degree.
Surely in this respect Christ is above all creatuwbility. It is said of Him that although He
was of the form of God, and thought it not robbtrybe equal with God, that He made
Himself of no reputation, taking upon Him the foaha servant; “yea, he was obedient unto
death, even the death of the Cross.” He calls Himwself the weary and the heavy laden that
He may give them rest. By His enemies He was stittesl friend of publicans and sinners.”
In Him the friendless find a friend that sticketbser than a brother. He wept with those who
wept, He was eyes to the blind, hearing to the,deatkaler of all manner of disease; yea, it
may be said that He brought Himself to the gregieserty that He might enrich those who
were poor. He sweat drops of blood, and died tlceiraed death of the Cross that He might
reconcile sinners unto God. He wept over impenisamters, showing that His noble bowels
yearned over them, although they hated Him, angdged, as they nailed His holy body to
the barren Cross, that this sin might not be laidheir charge. Surely this, dear friends,
reveals Him to be noble in deed.

Again, this nobleman is said to “have gone to adawuntry, to receive for himself a
kingdom, and to return.” This we take also to hetof Christ. It is said that after His
resurrection He was taken up from this earth, dad & cloud received Him out of His
disciples’ sight. And again we find the Spirit, dbgh the Apostle Peter, saying that the
heavens must receive Him until the time of theitigsdn of all things. He is said to be sitting
at the right hand of the Father, far above priddipa and powers, might and dominion, not
only on earth, but also in heaven. Without enqgiiimo the location of heaven, let us view
certain aspects in which heaven may be considereda country.

On account of sin we can say that a distance wabgiween us and God, which neither
angels nor men could ever bridge. And taking thalga wherein Abraham is brought before
us as speaking to Dives — telling him that thers wareat gulf lying between them, so that
none of those who were with Dives could ever gtheoplace where Abraham was, nor could
any go from Abraham to the place where the rich mas — we may learn the nature of the
separation which sin caused between God and meinAghrist Himself, in speaking of the
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kingdom of God, revealed that except a man shoeltddsn again, he could in no wise enter
into that kingdom. And again — as the Apostles k@dsout it — when the Lord is to receive
His people unto Himself, they are said to be caughtvith the Lord in the air. And it is very
manifest that there will exist a great distanceMeen Christ and His redeemed on the one
hand, and the devil and the lost on the other hBadthe latter are said to depart from Him
into the place prepared for the devil and his angel

Again, it is here said that it was to receive fon$elf a kingdom that this nobleman went
into a far country. This is surely true of Chri§te find Him in the intercessory prayer
praying that He might be glorified with that glomhich He had with the Father before the
world was; and that as He finished the work whiwh Eather gave Him to do, He might now
be put in possession of that reward which He meriée find in Psalm 2 that the Father is
brought in as saying to Christ: “Ask of me, andhkls give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the eanthhy possession.” And again, it is to Christ
those words of Psalm 24 are addressed: “Lift up y@ads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye
everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall cam&And again, He speaks Himself to His
disciples that as He got a kingdom from the Fathkr,was appointing them a kingdom.
Some are of opinion that Christ will not continuenadiator for ever and ever, but that His
mediatorship will come to an end when His Churcmale perfect. This we cannot take, for
we are led to understand that as He is said to thevkey of David, and openeth and no man
shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth; ibim #im as their King that His people shall
receive all the joys which they will ever have maken. It is said that “the Lamb which is in
the midst of the throne shall feed them, and dbatl them unto fountains of living waters.”

The third thing brought before us about this nolaans that he is “to return.” There is no
doubt here as to his returning. Other noblemen trdglibt when they leave if they should
ever come back. Death might prevent them, troublght keep them from returning, many a
thing might come in their way, but none of those paevent Christ returning. He dieth no
more. He is eternally above troubles. He is dispo$ell things. His returning is sure. “Our
God shall surely come.” We find that this was artbeupon which the Apostles dwelt with
the utmost delight, and ever prayed fervently thatight be accomplished. Yes, dear friends,
He shall return, and every eye shall see Him, &eg tlso which pierced Him, and all the
nations of the world shall wail because of Him. oimdeed live as if Christ was never to
return, but we find Him often warning his disciples be always watching, because they
knew not the hour when He might appear; and thdse are taught of Him are made to
understand that they are all yet to stand before téi give an account of all the deeds done
in the body, whether they be good or bad. May whkveoas men who are expecting Christ to
return!

Il. — We proceed to observe some things concertiioge whom He is said to have
called. They are said to be His servants. We hauaotice in the context that His citizens
hated Him, but it is not those who hated Him thata this time called. Not that we think
that there is any difference by nature betweenethdso are said to have hated Him and those
whom He called. Yet, by the term used concerningases, we are led to understand that
they were men who were bought with a price. ThesMpostyles himself as the bond-servant
— thedoulos— of Jesus Christ. Again, the Church of God ikepmf as bought with His own
blood. Again, the Spirit through Peter testifieattthey knew that they were not bought with
such corruptible things as silver and gold, buhwite precious blood of Christ, as that of a
Lamb without blemish and without spot. And yet agahey are said to be not their own,
inasmuch as they have been “bought with a pricda; Bat we always carried this in our
minds, that we were so dearly bought. Now, thismgiynay be regarded as something taking
place without them. Something more was neededderdo make servants of them. Christ, in
speaking to His disciples, said that it was expadier them that He should go away, for if
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He would not go away the Comforter would not comé&tthem, but if He would depart He
would send Him unto them. When the Comforter camevhs to convince the world of sin,
of righteousness, and of judgment. We noticed dir¢hat there was no difference by nature
between them, and those who continued to hate Himas the Spirit that revealed to them
through the Word of God the slavery they were irvigg sin and Satan, and that if they
continued the servants of sin they would get thgesaof sin which is death. This gave them
to be concerned to get another master. It wasaime Spirit who revealed to them their lost
state that also revealed to them Christ in theygidrHis person, and of His finished work,
and that enlightened their minds in His knowledggsuading and enabling them to embrace
Him as their Lord and Master, and to say with ahé&frhine are we, O David, and on thy
side, thou Son of Jesse.” They were constrainedisyove. As the Apostle says, “The love
of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judgsd,it one died for all then were all dead,”
so that those that “live should not henceforth liméo themselves, but unto Him who died for
them and rose again.” And we may say that theynallirned that they served in the devil's
ranks so long. We find the Apostle of the Gentdasting a sorrowful glance over his past
life, bewailing bitterly the time he spent fightimgainst Him who loved him and who gave
Himself for him. And may we not say to this veryydhat we meet with some — although
they are few — who look upon the time spent ingéevice of sin as seasons they would fain
erase from the number of days, for they have beduttes to them as the ashes of the golden
calf which Moses caused the children of Israelrtokd

This much as to their being servants in a sensemmnto all the Lord’s children.

Now, we find that it was those who were His sergambhom He at this time called. And
although | do not lay emphasis upon it, nor do Bméo say that the Redeemer specially
meant the call to the ministry in this place, yetl@m addressing this Synod, | may refer to
the fact that it is necessary for those who erterministry to have Christ's special call to
that office. Some, we read, ran, without being santl without being the servants of Christ
in the sense first referred to. Of such we woulg that they praise One whom they neither
know nor love. What drudgery must it be to thengdofrom Sabbath to Sabbath to the house
where prayer is wont to be made, with a cold heast]dly affections, and but like the blind
leading the blind to fall at length both into thikch! Some because of earthly emoluments
enter the ministry, but they are only hirelings die@ when the wolf cometh. But Christ’s
true ministers have a special call from Himself.was after the apostles were genuine
believers that Christ called them to the ministgying: “Follow me, and | will make you
fishers of men.” We believe that to this day suclw@d may have moved others to go
forward to this sacred office. With such He hashmeed to be to the end of the world. They
may be known in the world, for Satan will be agaitrem, when those who please him, in
lulling sinners asleep, get on as their hearts doush. But Christ's true ministers will be
tempted, and Satan’s emissaries will accuse thentheir endeavour to preach Christ
crucified of being vainglorious and self-righteol&ut they may well bear it, for Christ
forewarned them that such should be the case: €liwgre of the world, the world would
love his own, but because ye are not of the wdmd,| have chosen you out of the world,
therefore, the world hateth you.” But sufficientiigo the servant to be as his master, and
certainly the more closely one follows Christ, there the spirit of the seed of the serpent
shall be revealed against him.

lll. — This leads us to consider briefly what hencoitted unto them. The word here used,
“mina,” is rendered “a pound,” although that may be its exact equivalent in our money.
The Lord’s servants differ as to gifts, but withemtering upon that, we shall take the “mina”
in this way, that he Lord has committed a wholel8imto each of them. It is said of the Old
Testament Church that unto them were committedtheles of God, and, certainly, what is
committed unto us is the completed canon of the @Id New Testament Scriptures. This
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may be said to bear the King’'s image. We are toltsearch the Scriptures, for in them ye
think ye have eternal life, and they are they whiestify” of Christ. Without the written
Word we would have no knowledge of the Father'slovthe gift of His only begotten Son,
nor could we have any knowledge of the Son, agepresentative, and propitiation for our
sins; nor could we learn our own total depravityd @ur absolute neeaf the Holy Spirit in
order to our forsaking the ways of sin and the estawf Satan, and embracing Christ as our
Lord and Saviour. The “pound” is for trading, ané way say that Christ gave it to trade
thereby with God himself. Among ourselves, shipl wade between Glasgow and New
York and bring home their cargoes. Similarly, irrisgppal matters, Christ's servants must
trade between the covenant of grace and their @wael as their hearers’ needs. Some may
think it strange that we say that they trade with tovenant of grace, but the Lord Himself
comes to our aid, putting words into our mouth whersaith, “Come now and let us reason
together, though your sins be as scarlet they sealvhite as snow, though they be red as
crimson they shall be as wool.” And again in Hos8ake with you words and say unto
Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us grasiguso shall we render the calves of our
lips.” Yes, dear friends, it is true of those imthose heart Christ has put His Word by His
Spirit that they cannot but be daily knocking as lgates, waiting at the posts of His door. It
is in the Word they find life for themselves. “Ustg” said the Psalmist, “in thy most perfect
law my soul delights had found, | should have geiswhereas my troubles did abound.”

It is with “the Word” they would like to trade wittmeir fellow-creatures.

It is by the Word they seek to comfort the feebleded. It is by the Word they desire to
relieve the oppressed, to console the bereavedinamtiatsoever state a child of God may
be, those to whom He committed the “mina” of HisnoWword, see that it is well adapted to
meet all the cases of His own children. It is tinmna” they would like to use in dealing with
the unconverted. They know that nothing will bregdwn the ramparts of Satan but that
Word which is as the hammer that breaketh andeafiréhthat melteth. Some hide the Word
of God amid the dross of flowery language. Some thk edge off it by using apologies for
qguoting it in the ears of their fellow-sinners. Bithe Word of the Lord was used as it is
given to us by Himself, it is adapted for the cation of sinners as well as for their
conversion. Even our British coins are not accepiedver the world at their worth; but the
Word of God is a coin that will be accepted in Fegwvthat must be accepted in hell, and,
whether willingly or unwillingly, evil spirits andhen must acknowledge it. “The devils,” we
are told, “believe and tremble,” and that becatise rievealed to them that there is a day of
wrath to come upon them greater than they haverexmped yet, though bound in chains of
darkness. And those who are lost of mankind, whibtha Bible in time, must acknowledge
that it is the Word which they were called uporthis world to hear and to believe as the
Word of God. And on earth it is received by soméhwheir whole hearts as the Word of
God, which liveth and endureth for ever, and alfoheaven and earth should pass away,
this Word shall not pass away. Even those who faudt with it — such as Professors, who
might be called daylight dreamers, fancying thatrehs this and that wrong in it — have still
to acknowledge, as they say themselves, that thedwf God is in it.”

IV. — This leads us to consider briefly, in the fibuplace, the charge given in connection
with what He committed unto them, wherein we find
(1) how they were to use what He gave them, and
(2) that He was come to reckon with them for thisalh He committed unto them.
(1) The word “occupy” means
(a) that they were to be interested in it, and
(b) to be working with it, and
(c) to take care of it.
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(a) We find that Christ speaks about His people adiradp in His Word, and His
Word abiding in them, so when He committed the WoréHis people, it may be said that it
was for this very reason that they should abidiéaéenWord, as we find the Psalmist speaking
about the Word of God as being a covert to him.dMght to abide in the Word of God, for it
is the only guide we have to lead us to Christ @nemind us of Christ, for if we go out of
the Word of God for a moment in our thoughts weehawething but what the Word of God
terms vanity: — “Man’s thoughts to be but vanitg thord doth well discern.” It is sad to see
in our day people who profess to be the followdr€larist abiding not in the Word of Christ,
but abiding in what is termed “Higher Criticismfigfaultfinding with the Word of God.

(b) They were to be working with it. We find the Spaalling upon the followers
of Christ to preach the Word, to be instant in eaaand out of season. We mentioned already
that it was to trade with they got it. Man realpught of the Spirit feels himself at times
somewhat like the prophet who declares that thedWMaas like fire in him. Nowadaysis
not the Word of God that appears to be setting leemp fire, but we find the most fired with
the love of property. We do not find that Chrisids@ any of His disciples, “Shew great zeal
for things of the world.” Neither do we find His @giles entangling themselves in the things
that perish in the using; but we find them assutiaghat there was a woe upon them unless
they preached the gospel of Christ. Those in thkdst stations in the churches of the present
day appear to think that Christ calls upon thensgend their time searching for what is
genuine in this “mina” and what is not. Some willtus that some parts of it are a
wilderness: others will tell us that there are exrand immoralities in it: another will tell us
that he finds only one demon, where this “pound$tes that there was a legion, and that it
was superstition that caused that woman who hadstue of blood to say, “If | may but
touch the hem of his garment | shall be made wh@&arely it is not with the coin which
Christ gave to His Church they trade when thishes interest they seem to get from it. We
may be a despised few in the land, but althouglanedew, if we, by the grace of God, trade
with what He has given us, we may hear at last,0tsand faithful servant,” although not
successful servant.

(c) They were to take care of it. It is in order &ke care of His Word that He
committed His Word unto them under the Old Testardespensation. He was charging them
to have it as frontlets between their eyes, todaling it in their lying down and in their
rising up, that one race should teach it to anothee, “that so the race that was to come
might well then learn and know, and sons unborn alauld arise might to their sons them
show.” When they were forgetting it, and gettingetass what was to become of it, He was
manifesting His displeasure against them. He aalemnly upon those who appeared like
“the earth” to hear the Word of the Lord. He telsto buy it and to sell it not. We find the
Apostle Paul under the inspiration of the Spiriiing his son in the faith to take care of
that which was committed unto him, which meant@&wspel of Jesus Christ. He warns him
against the days that were coming in which theyiccoot endure sound doctrine, but their
ears would be turned to fables. This we find tovery prevalent in our day, for they cannot
endure the Word of God, but whether they hear dvefar, what we got to occupy till He
comes is His own Word. We may be called narrow-mihdselfish, and vainglorious, but
may our ear ever be open to those words of Chiogticupy till 1 come.” If we were
impressed with the greatness of the Person wheviesated in His Word, and the importance
of His Word to us, we would be as immovable beftire cavillings of sinners and the
backbiting of false professors, as the moon is feefbe barking of dogs. We must seek to
follow and to take care of the Word of God befoue own interests. We are told by Him to
consider the lilies how they grow. They are very ta look upon. It was Christ who made
them so, and if He thus clothe the grass of thie fiehich to-day is and to-morrow is cut
down, how much more will he clothe you, O ye diditfaith? Let us then, dear friends, seek
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to mind the Word of God, and we have His promigeitfahat He will remember us. This
leads us to the second thing mentioned.

(2) He was to reckon with them for what He commnaitteto them. It is not said “till |
return,” but “till I come.” His first coming was humble coming. He came as a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief. None could seg lzeauty or glory in Him but those
whose eyes were opened to see His glory; but Hisnsecoming will be so glorious that the
very heavens and the earth shall melt away to tr&ginal nothing before the rays of His
glorious countenance; yea, it will eclipse all theward manifestations that were ever given
of the glory of God.

“Before Him fire shall waste, great storms
Shall compass him about.”

It is said that He shall fold the heavens as allsenod that the earth shall wax old as doth
a garment, that every mountain and island shalidmoved, that men shall be crying to
the hills, “Fall on us,” and to the rocks, “Coves,uthat their hearts shall be failing
them, and all on account of that terrible majestyhich Christ shall appear; “Every
eye shall see Him, and they also who pierced Hind all kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of Him.” Oh, dear friends, let us sgekce to think of this day and to
commit the keeping of our souls unto Him that weymat be ashamed before Him at
His coming. You will find in the context that thelleman referred to called unto him
his servants in order to find out what they didhwithat he committed unto them; and
we are assured that we are to appear at the judgsesat of Christ to render our
account. It is clear from the Word of God thatfleg resurrection, the righteous are first
to rise and to be brought before Christ, and atl said to be judged according to that
which is written in the books; and, think you, déaends, if we shall be among them,
shall it be a grief to us that we adhered to therdaf God? No. We find Him assuring
them that whosoever forsook houses or lands forgdle shall, in this life, receive an
hundred fold, and at the resurrection life evertagt Property and the favour of men
will be little thought of then. In our day, the nster that does not please all classes is
not considered a man or a Christian, and the Chwriecbse creed cannot receive all-
comers is not considered worth following; but a@ toming of Christ, it is those who
follow His Word and occupy themselves in it and lwit that shall have boldness to
look up. We have to acknowledge His goodness tonuthe past and may say with
others, “Ebenezer, hitherto hath the Lord helpeddy we get grace to trade with the
Word till He comes for us at death and then comitrio faithful men who will be able
to teach others also, and His name shall have lbe/,gand our souls shall have the

salvation that is world without end!
[August 1907]
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A Sermon.

By theREv. JOHN R. MACKAY, M.A., Inverness.
Delivered at the Opening of Dingwall Free PreshgteChurch,
on 24th July, 1907.
(Taken down by a Hearer.)
“And for this cause he is the mediator of the negtament, that by means of death, for the

redemption of the transgressions that were underfitet testament, they which are called
might receive the promise of eternal inheritancéiebrews 9:15.

Dear friends, although these are the opening ssvitthis house, which is set apart for
the worship of God, you are not to think that weoagate any idea of consecration with them
in the sense in which that word is oftentimes uddgkre are some that entertain the notion
that, when a house is consecrated by the propdrepahenceforth worship is more
acceptable to the Creator of heaven and earthcim gawconsecrated place than it would be in
any other place. We repudiate notions of that kiwe believe they are not properly
associated with New Testament worship, as it id gaat “neither in this mountain nor in
Jerusalem” we should worship the Father, but thet worshippers must worship Him “in
spirit and in truth.” And we think it is an ideaathis very far astray indeed when people
entertain such a fancy as that the mere fact of @@ shipping under a certain roof renders
that worship more acceptable to God, who is a Spife, doubtless, are of the opinion that,
when, in the providence of God, it is possible His people to erect and to have a suitable
place of worship, it is becoming and appropriatat ttuch a place should be set apart and
devoted exclusively to the public worship of Godt lwe do not on that account associate
with such an house any idea of consecration isémse in which we have just explained; nor
do we consider that the services of this day caasecthis house in any other sense than that
in which it may be said to be consecrated whentheWord of God is preached in it. On
this account we do not purpose, nor need you expgcin speaking from this portion of
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God’s Word, to say anything but what might be saidany ordinary occasion on which it
should be our privilege to speak that word.

Dear friends, the gospel is the only instrumenttfer salvation of lost sinners, and that
gospel is presented to us in the Word of God umdeous aspects. In our text it is presented
to us under the aspect of a testament, that isilla¥ou know that people possessed of
estates as a rule before they die dispose of testsdes for the benefit of their friends by
means of a written instrument or document, whickigeied by the person who thus disposes
of his estates, and also by at least two withessésh an instrument or document is, as you
know, commonly called among us a last will or testat: and that is the representation given
to us of the gospel in the words of our text. Tih& so, will be, we think, evident to anyone
that carefully considers how the apostle goes osptak in the verses succeeding our text,
for he says, “Where a testament is, there must@lsecessity be the death of the testator.
For a testament is of force after men are deackreike it is of no strength at all while the
testator liveth.” These are circumstances thafparéctly well understood among ourselves
also, and circumstances that make it quite evitaitthe apostle here represents the gospel
as a last will or testament. In meditating, thgmomuthe gospel as a last will or testament, we
shall, as we may be enabled on the present oc¢asinsider: —

I. — The legatees, or those that benefit by thig wi

[I. — The will or testament, which is spoken of éne@s a new testament — “He is
the mediator of the new testament”;

lll. — The Testator, to whom the estate belonged; a

IV. — How the legatees benefit in virtue of thidlwer testament.

I. — In endeavouring to understand the mind of Sp&it of God in this portion of His
Word, we are called upon to consider the legataed;inasmuch as there be many that seek
to deprive these legatees of what is theirs, wetrbascareful to indicate who they are
exactly, so that those who oppose them may fdaheir end.

(1) The legatees are sinners of mankind. We shimstieh towhat the Spirit declares
regarding the provision and arrangement of thiateent, that we may ascertain whether we
ourselves have any interest in it, and if so, tatdxtent we have an interest in it. Well, then,
it ought to be glad tidings to us that the Testatmmwhom the estate of an eternal inheritance
belonged, passed by the angels that sinned, butadigass by the human race, although we
deserved to be so passed by. He willed that sirofesar race should be made legatees; and
do not think that the Testator will be grieved atiy- be you who you may — if you seek an
interest in Him as a near kinsman. He is displeaadter at those who seek no interest in
Himself as to His person, nor an interest in Higtesas a legacy; and we should rejoice to
say, “| am a sinner of the human race, and | ard tfiat | am not excluded at the very first
intimation that is made concerning those who ateettegatees.”

(2) Another thing to be noticed is that this “willliffers very much from the ordinary
wills of men. For when people possessed of esthiels of disposing of them, they generally
call to mind those who are their friends; but itsweot so with regard to this Testator. It was
not of friends that He thought. “God,” it is saldpmmendeth his love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. . For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled unto God by the death of his Son, muobkerrbeing reconciled, we shall be saved
by his life.” The fact of our being enemies implibst we owe a debt to the justice of God
which we are for ever unable to pay. But “He lobkepon men, and if any say, | have sinned
and perverted that which was right, and it profiteel not; he will deliver his soul from going
into the pit, and his life shall see the light.' W& have reason to say that we are not excluded
at the first intimation that it was on behalf, mdtangels that fell, but of the human race, that
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the will was made; so also ought we to say thataveenot excluded because of its being
made on behalf of enemies. And if we have not geteto regard ourselves as enemies, and
as people who, because enemies, owe an infinitetdebe justice of God, it is just owing to
the greatest stupidity in the light of God’s Wowde do not think there shall be any who take
to heart in time their own true character, and Isiwkply to the grace of Him who could have
thought, not of friends, but of enemies, in oradebéstow an eternal inheritance upon them —
we do not think that any of these shall go withaatinterest in the benefits of this will. And
we proceed on that account, in the second placgdak something regarding the will itself.

Il. — You will observe that this will is spoken a a new will — that this testament is
spoken of as a new testament. This fact impliesl@er testament going before, and our very
text speaks of such an older testament when itates that the sufferings of Christ’'s death
were for the redemption of the transgressionswvieaé under the first testament or first will.

Dear friends, we have thought of the Church of @sdx familythat fell into very poor
circumstances, yea, into worse than poor circunsst&n- into deep debt, and who, on
account of that debt, were in danger either of glyah starvation or of being imprisoned to
their shame. Just when they were in such a stateaas ere the worst had come to the worst
— news came to them that a friend of theirs had dwea distant land, that he had been
wealthy, that before he died he had disposed oiveath by means of a will, and that in that
will they were mentioned as large sharers. So magay with regard to the Church of God.
They were a people who were in danger; they hadsegthemselves, on account of the debt
they owed to the justice of God, to the liabilitl lmeing imprisoned in an eternal prison-
house, which is the second death; and it was intithoe — ere the worst had come to the
worst — that intimation was made concerning a Testaho thought upon them in their low
estate, and made a will on their behalf, and ttrabugh His dying, it was possible they
should now realise the benefits of that will. Wewsld consider this — that there is no other
way in which a sinner of the human race can haselébt to the justice of God cancelled, or
can be made truly rich, but just by becoming irdte in this last will or testament of which
our text speaks.

We may say with regard to the Church of God, thaltare a people who have been
concerned with two or three wills in their histofjhere is a will that is in a manner still
earlier than that which is called here the firstaenent. We take it that the new testament and
the first testament are really two wills that bedo one Person, but there is another will that
is still earlier in the sense in which it concems race, and it is what may be spoken of as
the will of the first Adam. You know there are sopstates that fall so deeply into debt that,
instead of being a benefit to the heirs, they ailg a burden and a loss to them. So may we
say with regard to the estate which became ouvsrime of our union with the first Adam.
What is the nature of that estate? “By one marsslikdience many were made sinners.” We
come into the world with a corrupt nature. Thatunatitself, as one has put it, is sin or guilt,
and at the same time the punishment of sin, inaBmasat is because of Adam’s breach of
covenant and our union with him in that breach thatinherit this corrupt nature, and it is
certain that this corrupt nature binds us overutfes punishment. It is thus both sin and the
punishment of sin, and, it may be added, the cafiseuch more sin. For out of this evil
heart proceed evil thoughts and all things thaileldhy which we are bound more and more
deeply in our debt to the justice of God. Thathis kind of inheritance with which we enter
this world, and as if we were not pleased with @egp debt, we go on by actual transgression
to accumulate more debt. That, then, is the fitBtokall!

But when mention is here made of a first testaraedtagairmention is made of the new
testament, we take both to be the testaments astClho alone thought of us in our low
estate. Now, we sometimes find that a man possessedestate makes a will, and then after
writing it out, he is somehow displeased with mdadisannuls it altogether, or adds new
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clauses to it. As long as he lives he has perfeatep over it; but when he dies, according to
the law of the land, the last will written and sgl and that in the presence of withesses, is
taken as his irreversible testament. So, althodmgnetis no variableness nor shadow of
turning with Christ, because He is the same yeater day, and for ever, yet we think the
Spirit of God suggests to us that we may make @igleeaillustration of which we have been
speaking even in regard to Christ Himself: for Hada a will first, and then, “finding fault”
with it He made a new will, which new and last wile confirmed with His death, and
because He did so, it is irreversible in its natWknat, then, was Christ’s first will to His
church? It was just the covenant He made with Isnahe day in which He brought them up
out of the land of Egypt. That was of the nature afill, for you find the apostle here speaks
of it as a will or testament, for he says in thehl8rse “Neither the first testament was
dedicated without blood. For when Moses had spo&eery precept to all the people
according to the law, he took the blood of calved af goats with water and scarlet wool and
hyssop, and sprinkled both the book and all thepleesaying, This is the blood of the
testament which God hath enjoined unto you.” AndChaist, though there is no variableness
nor shadow of turning with Him, is here represerttedis as being, as it were, dissatisfied
with the first will, and consequently as makingewwill. With regard to His first will, we
may say that there was in it a resuscitation oived\of the covenant of works, and at the
same time a shadow of better things to come, trefvay of salvation by Jesus Christ. Now,
you see how much better this new will of ChrisgslIn the first will He said as much as that
He would write His law upon two tables of stonehattwas certainly a great benefit — but
now in the new will He says, “I will write my lawpoan their hearts, and | will put my statutes
in their mind, and | will give them of My Spirit # they may walk in my statutes.” | am not
just now to enter upon the question of the extentwhich the Church under the Old
Testament participated in the benefits that tridlobg to the New Testament, but we speak
of those wills here merely to contrast the one i other. By the first will He bequeathed
this unto them, that on one day in the year, thehtelay of the seventh month, their
representative, the high priest, should enter tinéoholiest of all with the blood of bulls and
of goats, and have nearness in that sense unto Babdoy the last will the nature of the
benefit is that through Jesus Christ all believarsuld draw near in truth unto God and the
Father.

Again, in the first will He gave them the land cditaan as an inheritance. He promised it
by oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but now Hsiders that is not good enough, if we
may use such an expression. It was good enoughdbadow, but He says, “I will give them
an eternal inheritance”; “l will be to them a Geaehd they shall be to me a people.” And this
will be their song —

“God is of mine inheritance and cup the portion,
The lot that fallen is to me Thou dost maintaimalo

Unto me happily the lines in pleasant places fell;
Yea, the inheritance | got in beauty doth excel.”

These, dear friends, are only some of the thingahich this new will is better than the
former will. Certainly the first will was also Clstis will, and it served an excellent purpose,
only time would fail us on the present occasioremter upon the good purposes it actually
did serve. Yet, notwithstanding, He acted as oathhd power over it, and could disannul or
add to it, and so He made a new will, in which Hgueathed to them such benefits as that
He would write His law upon their hearts and pus Kiatutes in their minds: “I will be to
them a God, and they shall be to Me a people: shajyl all know Me from the least unto the
greatest, for | will be merciful to their unrightesness, and their sins and iniquities | will
remember no more.” Thus, my dear friends, is tleatdebt which we owed to the justice of
God cancelled. It could not be cancelled by medrbkeablood of bulls and of goats, but it
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was cancelled by the blood of Him Who, through Ebternal Spirit, offered Himself without
spot unto God. That, then, is the nature of the nély which is rendered of force through
the death of the Testator, which death is itsefrimsom by which the infinite debt to Divine
justice was paid. And that brings us, in the tiptdce, to speak somewhat concerning the
Testator.

lll. — You know that no testator, in his right mingould, by a will, dispose of goods of
which he was not possessed. This, then, must sheslg been a wealthy Testator who was
capable, not only of cancelling the infinite debthe justice of God, but over and above that,
of rendering His people eternally rich. He promigbdé in the testament: — “I will be
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their simg miquities will | remember no more.” He
promised to bestow upon them spiritual and etetinhes, when He said that they would all
know Him from the least unto the greatest; thatwérild be to them a God; and that He
would write His law upon their hearts. None otHaart God was adequate to be the Testator
in such a case, and yet here you will observe \ithein the gospel is regarded as a will in
contradistinction to a covenant, we must consitter dospel as having for its Author the
Second Person of the adorable Trinity. When theejois regarded as a covenant, we may
say that God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Ohrike Author of it: but when it is viewed
as a testament or will, we must say that the Se&ardon of the Trinity is the Author of it,
because a testament or will is of such a natureith& of no force while the testator liveth.
Now, God, in the Person of the Father, did not dieias the Son of God Who died: and so
we must consider that it is the Son of God Wheeielrepresented to us as the Testator. This
will of the Son of God is more ancient than therasting hills. It is spoken of as the book of
life of the Lamb that was slain. This is the Lambtsn book of life, in which He wrote out
His will before the mountains were brought forthdaf we may venture to use such boldness
we may say that He signed it before the foundatibthe world, and that He promised He
would see to it that the proper legatees shouldubtén possession of everything promised in
this will, for He regarded them as a people that falen into infinite debt, and yet as a
people upon whom He purposed to bestow an etarhatitance. And although there was no
creature in existence, the will was not on thabaot without witnesses, because the other
Persons of the Godhead were witnesses to this Tils was a wonderful will, because, as
we have said, before legatees can benefit by mdfgewill, that friend must die: and so it was
in this case. But, ah! that itself was a wonderatgethan could have entered the thought of
any finite creature, for He had not a nature inalthit was possible for Him to die, and in
order to His dying it was absolutely necessary Hatvould have a nature that should be His
own nature, and yet a nature in which it would besible for Him to die.

Again, ordinarily, friends benefit by a will whehe testator can no longer help it. He
tries, and that rightly, to keep himself alive asd as he can, and when he can no longer help
it, his friends benefit by his last will and testmh But it was not so with regard to this
Testator, because it was willingly that He diedd @inHe had not been willing to die, He
would never have died; therefore says He, “Lo,rhepin the volume of the book it is written
of me, to do Thy will, O God.” And this is the witly which “we are sanctified through the
offering up of the body of Jesus Christ once fdr &8ut not only was it a willing death He
died, it was a painful and a violent death. So ghaphet views it, “It pleased the Lord to
bruise Him: for the iniquities of My people was $mitten.” There was no death so painful as
His, because it means that He endured the infimtath of Jehovah. And vyet,
notwithstanding all that, He was willing to endutebecause there was no other way by
which this will should become of force; no otherywa which the debt could be cancelled;
and no other way in which it was possible, consisteith the glory of the attributes of
Jehovah, that this poor people should ever becomeeested in what He had, in unmerited
love, designed to bestow upon them.
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Now, you will observe that our text speaks of Him the Mediator of the New
Testament. When mention is made of a mediatois implied that there has been some
disagreement between parties, and that there esiaedon the part of such parties that that
disagreement should come to an end. Now, the pahere were God and sinners of
mankind, between whom there was a disagreemen(Chnsit is the Mediator in this sense —
that through Him and through His will the benefifsthe everlasting covenant are mediated
to such sinners in a way that is consistent wighglory of God. Well, we see that the Gospel
may be spoken of as a covenant, or it may be spokas a testament; and when speaking of
it as a covenant, we say that God the Father ig\thleor of it, and when speaking of it as a
testament or will, we say that the Son of God s Author of it. The way that Infinite
Wisdom found out in order that the benefits of ¢élverlasting covenant should reach sinners
consistently with the glory of the attributes ohdeah, was as follows: — The Son of God
must take a nature which would be His own as taslyhe Divine nature which was His from
all eternity, and yet a nature in which it would fpessible for Him to die, yea, the nature of
the legatees. In this nature He must die the aeduteath of the cross, in order that His own
will may be rendered of force, and that the prosieled benefits of the everlasting covenant,
which have their source in the goodwill of God -emr\the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
would be mediated to hell-deserving sinners, ahthauch a way as would redound to the
glory of every attribute of Jehovah. And now, diggends, what we are called upon to do in
the Gospel is this. Christ is indeed the Son ofltisom, and God wishes us to come to His
bosom by leaning upon Him who is the Son of Hisdboslt was just through this will that
the covenant was mediated. That is to say, it ftbfwem an infinitely holy, sin-hating God to
hell-deserving sinners in a way that was consistétit the glory of all the attributes of
Jehovah. In the Mediator all His promises are yehamen. “| lay in Sion a stumbling stone
and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on $tiall not be ashamed.” As all things are
of the Father, all things are through the Son;lsthangs are of the covenant, and all things
are through the testament. On that account Clsrigpoken of as the Mediator, and it is just in
the very act of His thus mediating that the coveémasses over into a Testament. So much
then with regard to the Testator. A wonderful Testéruly, as John Bunyan puts it, having
“two natures in one Person, easy to be distingdishet impossible to be divided,” by
Whose incarnation, humiliation, and obedience wteath the promises of an everlasting
covenant, made before the eternal ages, are medateell-deserving sinners in such a way
as that there should be in connection therewitHpr{Gto God in the Highest, peace upon
earth, goodwill towards men.”

IV: — We now come, in the last place, to speak eamiag the way in which the legatees
benefit through this will. “By means of death, ftve redemption of the transgressions that
were under the first testament, they which areedathight receive the promise of eternal
inheritance.” You see the first testament was bBkavo-sided instrument; on the one side
there was the law of God, and that was heavy enduglon the other side there was only the
shadow of good things to come, and the shadow wawhitself adequate to meet the
necessities of creatures who, by breaking that kad, come short of the glory of God. But
now, in virtue of this new will, which is entireljade up of promises, things are so arranged
as the better to meet the condition of those wheewwithout strength.” You find that
mention is here made of them as the “called,” dmsl ¢all is no doubt a call according to a
purpose, and we may speak of it as an irresistile Not in the sense that it is not in any
degree resisted, but that, notwithstanding thestasce it meets, it finally triumphs, and wins
over those that are the objects of it. Being a aadlording to a purpose, it is more than an
outward call — it is an inward call. It is a cdllat affects the understanding; it is a call that
affects the will; it is a call that affects the soience. But do not think that there is any
inconsistency between grace and duty; between #iewhich we have explained as
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irresistible — the inward call — and the outwardl, aahich is to everyone whatsoever that
hears the word of the truth of the gospel. Themoisuch opposition. For, what is grace? For
my part, since | regard grace as unmerited favatannot think of grace unless | first realise
duty, and then impotency in regard to that dutyd d&mally, strength vouchsafed from
without to perform that which | ought but cannotgaly perform. And what really is the
meaning or result of this inward call? It just medhat you and | cease from contradicting
God. God charges impenitent, unbelieving sinnetl wontradicting Him when He says they
are sinners, hell-deserving. They, in heart, sag.”"Mnd when He says that this is His
beloved Son, and worthy of all acceptation, and ithidaey come to Him they are welcome,
they contradict Him. Now, don’t you think it is tlieity of every rational creature to cease
from contradicting God? The people here spokematpmmon with the whole human race,
or at least so many as heard the word of the tithe gospel, at one time contradicted God,
that is, “made God a liar,” with regard both to g and to His gospel. But now they have
ceased from contradicting Him on these heads, aaidthey owe to divine grace. They are
distinguished from others by the very fact that wii@od says they are sinners they do not
contradict Him, and when God bears such a testinbmmgerning His well-beloved Son as
that He is worthy of all acceptation they do nottcadict Him, but rather they fall in heartily
with it; and that is just their calling, and Chyigte Testator, becomes precious to them. Ah,
dear friends, you should consider this — that ytasr bounden duty to accept of Christ, and,
as we said at the beginning, God is not displeagegbur claiming kinship with Him.
May you not plead that He is your Creator — that goe the work of His hands? May you
not say that He has your nature — that He cameruheéelaw you broke; and if you thus
persist, He will one day come to you — He will méte to you His love: “Yea, | have
loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore wiakling kindness have | drawn thee.”
You will be brought to apprehend that there arehsegcellencies in this matchless
Testator, who willingly died such a painful deatharder that such eternal benefits might,
in such a glorious way, accrue to sinners that mkeseto eternally perish, that you cannot
but cleave to Him as to your kinsman-Redeemer.

This people are said to have a promise of an etemharitance. Well, in their Head
they had the promise of God, who could not lie,obefthe foundation of the world, but,
as creatures, they were not then in existenceirBtite fulness of time, through this very
way of which we speak, they became members of lddypof His flesh, and of His
bones, and the promise of eternal life now flowsvdao the members. “This is my
covenant with them, saith the Lord: My Spirit whishupon thee, and my words which |
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of mhguth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed,
nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saithlibed, from henceforth and for ever.”
Thus we see God is willing to become their Frieadd to manifest His faithfulness, not
only to Christ the Head, but also to every membeHis mystical body. And you will
find that the well-informed Church of God was wat only to plead His mercy, but also
His faithfulness. “Remember, Lord, Thy gracious diofremember it Thyself because
Thine honour is bound up with my salvation) “whi@s, a ground of my sure hope, Thou
causedst me to take.” “Let thy loving kindness berfly comfort, according to thy word
unto thy servant.”

We have already spoken of Christ as the MediatadhefNew Testament in the sense
that He, consistently with the glory of the attribsi of Jehovah, mediates its benefits to
hell-deserving sinners. On the other hand, HeasMlediator in this sense, that, as to this
people was promised an eternal inheritance, Heldrsmreign over all things in Church
and State, in heaven and on earth, on their behalthat He should not suffer any of
those promises to fail, nor suffany of His people to fall in the wilderness through
unbelief. And so you see in this world they getograHe gives grace. They are often not
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rich in this world, but they are spoken of as thts&hom all things belong, “As having
nothing, and yet possessing all things: As poot nyaking many rich.” And so they have
their ups and downs, according to whether they lmotheir own poverty or to the riches
that are in Christ; but they shall receive a cormapefportion of grace throughout their
wilderness journey, and, in the end, an eternatritdnce. It is a wonderful thing that a
people, in themselves finite, should be heirs tandweritance that is infinite. However large
an earthly inheritance may be, it has an end, lthwbagh these creatures are finite, there is an
eternal inheritance awaiting them, and they shalehan endless eternity to enjoy it.

And now, dear friends, some of you may think ousjsct is not a very appropriate one
for the opening of a new Church, yet if you consite matter, it is more so than you may
imagine. For what is the object of setting up a I€h@ It is in order that the news of this
eternal inheritance may be proclaimed in the eéansedshing sinners of mankind, so that
through grace a multitude of heirs to this inhe& may come, in a spiritual sense, into
being, and that those thus born heirs to the dténharitance may be fed with the hidden
manna that is in Jesus Christ when the arrangenaextgrovisions of this new covenant or
testament are expounded. We may, indeed, say tigabfothe main reasons for our having
taken up — some fourteen years ago — a distinpgition as a denomination was a wish to
adhere to the theology of the covenants, and tadtuotrines of the covenants. But as Mr.
MacFarlane, after prayer and a psalm, will makdaséement in regard to this, and | may
perhaps say a few words before concluding, | shatllenter upon that aspect of things just
now.

Dear friends, we have been endeavouring to brifigrée/ou that by nature there is not
one of us but has fallen into infinite debt to jhstice of God, and that if we do not get that
debt cancelled in time we must eternally die theosd death. God will be true and every
man a liar, and the only method whatsoever thablkeas revealed under the heavens of God
as to a way of salvation is that we should get aelit cancelled by a will that has been
confirmed and made of force through the death néar kinsman, Who is living, and was
dead, and is alive for evermore. Every one who s¢éele rich in this way can and will be
rich. If it be yet asked, “Who are the legatees®lWve say, everyone willing to be a legatee
shall be a legatee: and in the day of judgmentiit me found that there is a perfect
conformity between those who are willing to takeri€®has their kinsman, willing to be rich
through His poverty, and those whose names, béfh@réoundations of the world were laid,
were written in the Lamb’s book of life. There wile a perfect correspondence between
them: and don’t you at all think that Christ wik ldispleased with you, whosoever you be,
for looking upon Him as your kinsman and your Redee and don't think that by your
doing so, you will be out of conformity with whataw in the purpose of God before the
eternal ages. These two will agree very well togetand rest assured there is absolutely no

other way whereby you can be eternally rich butheydeath of the Friend of enemies.
[September 1907]
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A Sermon.

By the lateREV. ALEXANDER GUNN, Watten, Caithness.

[This is a sermon by the second Mr. Gunn of Watiem died on the 14th December, 1892, in the 83rd
year of his age, and 55th of his ministry. His &atlvas the well-known “great Mr. Gunn” who died in
1836, and whom he succeeded in Watten, the follgpwear, being ordained on 31st March, 1837. The
latter Mr. Gunn, though not so eminent as his pres®or, was a man of considerable gifts, and a
weighty and edifying preacher of the gospel. Thesent discourse was preached when he was about 80
years of age, and exhibits the prolonged vigouhisfmental powers, as well as the excellence of his
views of truth. — B.]

(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“Thy testimonies are wonderful; therefore doth mylkeep them. The entrance of Thy
words giveth light, it giveth understanding to gimple” — Psalm 119:129,130.

It is very remarkable to observe the strength nfleage David uses in this Psalm, and in
many other Psalms, in expressing his love for Géiwrd, his admiration for the divine
excellence, and his constant observance of the \Wettie rule of his life and conversation.
O what a pattern we have in David! He was trulyanrafter God’s own heart, and he had in
his day very little of the Scriptures, except the fbooks of Moses; he had very little beyond
the dawn of divine revelation. How astonishingréfiere, is it to find him exclaiming in the
language of the text, “Thy testimonies are wondgtherefore doth my soul keep them!”
And, my friends, this is the uniform testimony df@od’s children from first to last. They all
have the same high esteem for His Word; they adl fnuch delight in it as David did. And,
if God’s Word be not wonderful and precious in eyes, it is a sad token that we do not
know it, or at least, do not understand it.

How many there are, even in this congregation, whweowledge of the Word of God is
next to nothing, although they have been all thees hearing and reading it' Many have
scarcely even the elements of Christian knowlediigeone would believe it until he would
come to examine a man for baptism; no one woulewelthe ignorance that there is of the
Word of God. | remember an elder’s son, not beloggo this congregation, but nevertheless
of the Free Church, who came to me for baptismedan to question him regarding his
knowledge of God’s Word, and asked him several Bmpestions about the Saviour, but he
was so utterly destitute that he could not evdmtelwhere Christ was born, what He did on
earth, or what befell Him. And yet this man was sba of an elder in the Free Church! And
when | refused him baptism, he said, “O, just givie me this once, andwill do as much
for you again.” How scanty is the knowledge of Werd of God!

There are two things we may see in these wordsheéen129th verse. We haube
practice of the godlyandthe reasonf it. The practice of the godly is this: — “Theved
doth my soul keep them.” Their souls keep God’srtemies. Now, this should be a question
with everyone, “Doth my soul keep His testimonie8iy doubt thememoryof many here
keeps God’s Word, but it is the soul’s keeping teapoken of. Does your soul keep them?
David says, “Thy testimonies have | taken as atdngei for ever: for they are the rejoicing of
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my heart.” It is the inmost soul that works in tkeeping of His testimonies. This is the
practice of the godly: “Therefore doth my soul keep them.” Now, the wok&ép” here
implies that the person who keeps them has goaegetto do so. He has got a charge, and a
charge from God. He said by Moses to the childrénsmel: — “These words which |
command thee this day shall be in thine heart;thod shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children.”

“His testimony and his law
In Israel, he did place,

And charged our fathers it to show
To their succeeding race.”

And again, in the New Testament, it is written:Gotl, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spoke unto the fathers by the prophets,ihahese last days spoken to us by his
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things.eMword of salvation is commanded by
Christ to be spoken to every creature, and evertfoaiehears the Word gets a charge from
God to keep it — to make the use of it God intesmls designs. And the Word is to everyone
that hears it, not to believers alone. “To you, @&nml call, and my voice is to the sons of
man.”

Now, in the soul’'s keeping of God’s testimoniessitmplied that all the faculties of the
soul are engaged in the work. The memory is engagestaining them; the understanding is
engaged in knowing them; the heart is engagedvimgothem; the conscience is engaged in
reverencing them; and the life is engaged in psagithem. All the faculties of the soul are
engaged in this exercise. This can never be dotiethe soul is in real earnest. Men may
retain the words in their memory, and yet have are ¢o understand the spiritual meaning of
them. They do not love them in their hearts, nacpse them in their lives. “Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this is the whole dfityan.” “For this is the love of God that
we keep his commandments; and his commandmentaregrievous.” When a man
becomes a Christian, like Paul, he can say, “ptilin the law of God after the inward man,”
although “I see another law in my members, warragginst the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin whighin my members.”

Christ was an example to all His followers in theeging ofGod’s commandments. He
says, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thgw is within my heart” (Psalm 40:8;
Hebrews 10:7). “My meat is to do the will of himathsent me, and to finish his work” (John
4:34). His chief delight was in doing God’s willdam keeping His commandments; and the
same command He lays upon His followers — “Be yerslof the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.” Now, the Catechism sdye mere man since the Fall is able in
this life perfectly to keep the commandments of Qmat doth daily break them in thought,
word, and deed.” But, in the case of the beliewenere there is a hearty and sincere
endeavour to keep God’s law, God accepts of it.nBghcal obedience consists in this.
Although there is not a just man upon the earth do&th good and sinneth not, if there be
first the willing mind, he is accepted accordingthat he hath; and the perfect obedience of
Christ covers all shortcomings.

Now, there is nothing that will make a sinner tkaep in his soul the testimonies of God
but the love of God dwelling in his heart. It istoman’s own uprightness or resolutions that
will keep him in the way of God’s commandments, ftain is unstable by nature, unstable as
water. This can only be done by his heart beingbdished by grace, and through the love of
God shed abroad in the heart. It is by God’s kegpmthat we can keep His commandments.
“Uphold Thou me: guide my footsteps that they may slip out of those ways of Thine.”
Well, that is the practice of the godly.
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We now come tohe reason®f that practice. There are two reasons here itetkie

The first reason is contained in the word#)y testimonies.” That is the first and great
reason why we should keep them: they are God'smestes. They are the sovereign
commands of the great Lawgiver to all His creatureto all His subjects. “Thou hast
commanded us to keep thy precepts carefully,” d&barsSed is everyone that continueth not
in all things that are written in the book of tlavito do them.” It is not left to their choice
whether they will keep them or not. Theyustkeep them, or be regarded as rebels, and be
liable to punishment. Adam was cast out of paraftis&ot keeping God’s commandments.
And like as Adam was cast out of paradise, so sihllisobedient sinners be shut out of
heaven. He is the great God, upon whom all cresitepend. His favour is as the early dew;
in His anger is destruction. “He looketh on thetlaand it trembleth; he toucheth the
mountains, and presently they smoke.” Who thenatade His indignation or stand before
the fierceness of His anger? “By thy wrath we avasamed.” Christ says, “Fear not them
which kill the body but are not able to kill theusobut rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell.” “Yea, | saytaigou, Fear him.” And let His authority
rule over your heart and over your life.

And what are the testimonies and commandments af?Gde commands all men
everywhere to repent, to believe in Christ, anflede to Him for refuge. He also commands
all men to walk in obedience to His holy law, asytishall answer at the great day. If sinners
had the true fear in their hearts, O what manngres$ons would they be in all manner of
holiness! When everyone shall stand before Himet®eive their final doom, blessed shall
they be that do His commandments; they “shall entéhrough the gates into the city,” and
shall be received with joy and gladness, and atiosoand sighing shall be swept away for
ever.

The first reason, then, why we should keep the testimorsethat they are God’s
testimonies. They ought to be chosen and obeyquleference to everything else, as Peter
said, “Whether ought we to obey God rather than,pelye ye.”

Thesecondeason is their own intrinsic excellence. “Thy itesinies aravonderful.”

God’'s works are wonderful. They reveal many of pexfections of Jehovah — His
wisdom, His power, and His goodness. But His Wadstill more wonderful. He hath
magnified His Word above all His great name (Psal®8:2). It is a treasury of divine
instruction, revealing the operations of Jehovaforigeman was upon the earth; revealing
now to man the right way of worshipping Him andrgag access to Him, which man could
never have found out himself; and revealing the wawhich a guilty sinner can be saved.
What a mystery! The wisdom of the creature couldenehave found it out. He hath
magnified His Word above all His great name.

Now, the testimonies of God in the Bible are ntdrgiregarding the mysteries of nature,
but, although they are not silent regarding thgeethey were not given to teach men natural
philosophy and human science. And, though they mtbouth the mysteries of nature and
providence, yet their chief purpose is to reveal thunsels of His grace and love for the
salvation of lost sinners. Mysteries, that neveulddbe known by human creatures, are
revealed in the Word so plainly that he who runy meead. There is in it, milk for babes and
strong meat for men, and mysteries that the vegelandesire to look into, as Peter says,
“which things the angels desire to look into.” Ttieef subject which appears in the Old
Testament and in the New, is Christ and His sawatiThe Old Testament shows us the
preparation that God was making for 4,000 yearghercoming of Christ — how He was
preparing the world and the Church for His comiagd, then, the New Testament tells us of
His coming, what He has done for us, and what Heois doing for His redeemed. These
things are revealed in the Word — in the lettethefWord — but they are revealed savingly to
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the soul only by the teaching of the Holy Ghoste“shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever | havelsaio you.”

We may gather from these and the subsequent wdrd3awid that the more he
understood and knew of God’s testimonies, the mamederful they appeared to him, for as
David grew in knowledge and experience of the Wairdod, it was always getting more
wonderful and precious to him. | remember the lEmes Macadie saying to me, when he
began to read the Bible over the last time beferelied (he read it over several times), how
wonderful and precious some parts of the Old Testdrappeared to him. He never thought
them so wonderful before. And it appears from uaiexpressions of David that the more he
studied and knew of the Word of God, the more wointié@ appeared to him. Now, David
was a man of deep wisdom and large experiencd madters human and divine. And what
does he say about all human things, about all keskan in the world? He says: — “I have
seen an end of all perfection,” — that is, in therld/— “but thy commandment is exceeding
broad” — so broad that he could not comprehenthit is what every person will have to say
who is taught from above. Outward joys and pleasdenot reach or satisfy the soul — the
higher nature of man. “Miserable comforters ar@alephysicians of no value.” It is good for
a man to learn this. It is good for a man to comsuch a conclusion, and when he can say
with the heart, “I have seen an end of all per@ettibut thy commandment is exceeding
broad.”

Let us now observe in what respects is the Wor@ad wonderful.

1. It is wonderfully suited to man’s need and marasent condition. It is wonderfully
suited to man’s need as a sinful creature. In ga&n® that we were singing — the 19th Psalm
—itis said: —

“God’s law is perfect and converts
the soul in sin that lies;

God’s testimony is most sure,
and makes the simple wise.”

That is one thing we need to get — the soul coadefThe testimonies of God have a
wonderful power in converting the soul. The commmaadt of the Lord endureth for ever.
We may sing praise to the Lord daily, but O canjewe with the Psalmist and say this from
experience, “God’s law is perfect, and His testimerare perfect, even as He Himself is
perfect?” Nothing can be added to His Word, or makem it. His testimonies are suited for
all persons in all ranks and conditions, in all moes and in all ages, old and young, high
and low, rich and poor. The Scriptures are equaliyed to them all, whatever they may be.
O, surely, that is wonderful! The Bible is a looffiglass that shows to every sinner his own
real picture — what he is inwardly and what he keowt himself.

2. There is another respect in which the Word isidesful, that is, the way in which
the Lord has recorded it in human language. Ttenme the Bible such a union of majesty and
simplicity that it is without any equal. There are@ such majestic passages to be found in all
human writings as in the Bible, and none so plaid aimple. O, what overwhelming
thoughts, and such matchless majesty and simpliGityat was the character of Christ’s
preaching. His very enemies acknowledged it, and, $dlever man spake like this man.”
There was a divine majesty about all that he sand, a divine authority, and at the same
time, he spoke in words so simple that even childreuld understand him. “Never man
spake like this man,” so that His enemies werergstied at His doctrine. His word was with
power. And that is just the character of the wmité&/ord. It shows that the same Spirit
dictated both. The great character, then, of thedANi® plainness, simplicity, power, and
authority. Just look at Hebrews, 4th chapter antth ¥2rse, “For the Word of God is quick
(the word ‘quick’ might have been translated frome tGreek, ‘living’), and powerful and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing eveahdaividing asunder of soul and spirit,
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and of the joints and marrow, and is a discernethefthoughts and intents of the heart.
Neither is there any creature that is not manifiedtis sight, but all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have td @ovhat simplicity and majesty, and

divine authority have we here! Take again the temmandments written by the finger of
God. Nothing can ever be conceived so concise amdcampendious as the ten
commandments. It is utterly impossible for the imagon to conceive anything that can at
all be compared with them; they are most wondednd then Christ sums up the whole
divinity and morality of the Bible in one sentent&hou shalt love the Lord thy God with all

thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself.”

We hear a great deal about social science at grédegre is a great noise about it. Every
magazine and paper contains articles bearing @uttthe whole substance of social science
Christ puts in a few words: “Whatsoever ye wouldttmen should do to you, do ye even so
to them.” What a depth and comprehensiveness ohimgare in these few words! There is
nothing more that is needed to thrill the whole Mavith peace and happiness. What more is
needed to fill it with peace and love than obedeetw these few words? If the world was
filled with that love, it would be a world of pedakand happy brethren. No more would
nation go to war with nation, and kingdom againsgiom; neither would they lift up the
sword any more. Consider, then, and rest your ksciance upon these words: “Whatsoever
ye would that men should do to you, do ye evenocsthem.” We have thousands and
thousands of Acts of Parliament, tons after torsggens after waggons of them, and all to
keep men right and to make them brotherly to orathean. But that sentence contains more
than the essence of them all. It makes every mlawdo himself. It does not need the law
written on paper or parchment. It is a law thawigten in the heart. “Whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even so to thdimat is very wonderful!

3. Another thing that is very remarkable about Bifgle is the harmony of all its parts.
You will find no contradictions of one part with @her. They are all in perfect harmony,
although the books of the Bible were given to therldy by a great number of different
persons, living in periods far remote from one heatSome were very learned men — men
like Moses, skilled in all the learning of the Eggps — and some ignorant, like the
fishermen of Galilee. Many of these books were temita vast distance of time from one
another. We know that opinions about many thingscanstantly changing. Even within our
own memory, opinions, that at one time were asdeatred believed in, are now greatly
changed. If you look back a few centuries in th&tdry of Britain, you will find that the
changes of opinion are very marked. But althougtoak 1,500 years to give the whole
revelation that is contained in the Bible — althiodlge first part of it was written 1,500 years
before the last — yet you see how harmonious thexe is not one contradiction in the whole
book. It shows the divine care and the superintecel®f the divine Spirit overruling all and
preventing any inaccuracies or mistakes.

| was reading the other day — | forget where — ¢ of the most learned men of the
present day, | think it was Sir William Dawson, firet geologist in the world, and in natural
science before all others, and it was stated thatald, “All the labours of the enemies of the
Bible for the last 3,000 years have never yet lad®a to prove one single error in it, either in
point of doctrine, or in point of history.” And ydwnow that of late, during the last twenty or
thirty years, there have been great discoveriesenmaidthe banks of the Euphrates and the
Tagus, and in the land of Palestine, great distesasf ancient monuments and slabs of
stone, engraved with the peculiar characters oEts. Many of these — every one of them,
in fact — that bears upon anything in the Biblegganiformly to strengthen and confirm its
veracity and correctness. They all strengthen amblorate the divine record of the Bible
history. This is very wonderful. It shows that #lé books of the Bible were under the careful
supervision and protection of one divine Spiriteméis no discrepancy, no jarring and no
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contradiction. Holy men of God spake as they weowed by the Holy Ghost. The law and
the gospel, although they appear to be opposecdhaoanother, both work together for the
salvation of sinners.

4. The testimonies of God are wonderful on accafntheir deep mysteries which
could never have been found out by fallen men.ikstance, the mysteries of the Trinity, of
the Creation, of the Fall of man, of his Redemptigrthe grace of God through Jesus Christ,
and the Regeneration of man through the work ofHbky Spirit. They also reveal to us the
future everlasting condition of the good and of ltla&l, the blessedness of the good and the
misery of the bad. These are mysteries that no huseang can fully fathom. They sprang
from the mind of the Eternal, and they are now aéa@ to us through the Bible. All that man
knows of God comes from the Bible. There is nottoh&God seen in the Book of Nature that
can compare but very imperfectly with what is rdgdaof Him in the Book of Scripture. A
child, who has the Bible in his hand, may learn enior a half-an-hour of these mysteries,
than all the great men of this world, who have dive the past ages, together with all the
philosophers of ancient Greece and Rome, all the they were studying. The philosopher
may guess a great deal regarding the power, wisdathgoodness of God, but he never can
know anything about His mercy, grace and love, ninsteries upon which the eternal
happiness of man depends, and which even angele dedook into. What a treasury of
knowledge is in such a book!

5. Another thing that the Word is remarkable foitsspower. Paul, in his first epistle to
the Thessalonians, says, “Our gospel came to ybunngord only, but in power and in the
Holy Ghost and in much assurance.” Very shortlerathe death of Christ the gospel
penetrated almost the whole of the known worldspitead over the earth, and everywhere
Pagan idolatry began to decline, and, in a shore tafterwards, the Roman Empire — the
pagan Roman Empire — began to fall. The little é&ggvas Christ said, leavened the whole
lump. It was during the apostolic period that tlesmgel was disseminated so much in the
Roman Empire. The whole lump was leavened. Thie ldloud, at first no bigger than a
man’s hand, grew and accumulated until at lasbveced nearly the whole earth. It was not
the eloquence of men that did it; it was the inrnatever of “the truth” itself, because the
Spirit of God was in it. It spread and conquered prevailed throughout the Roman Empire
although it was contrary to the whole nature of mtaoalled upon men to forsake their sins
and their pleasures, to forsake revenge and totlmie enemies, to suffer persecution for the
Truth’'s sake, and a variety of other things comttarthe whole tenor of man’s nature. And
the reward it offers is not outward things but spal mercies and everlasting recompense to
all those who are willing to forsake all and follo®hrist. O what singular, what
inconceivable power!

6. There is another very wonderful thing in conrmetivith the Scriptures, that is, the
remarkable way in which they have been preservemhk Lhow wonderfully they were
discovered and preserved from being lost in thgnreif Josiah, King of Judah. The temple
had been corrupted and confused, and Josiah gawen&od that it should be cleansed.
Before this the word of Jehovah had been negleaed, the temple was full of rubbish.
When they were cleansing it they found “the booktte law” that had lain hidden and
neglected so long that the existence of such a b@skalmost entirely forgotten. This book
comprised the five books of Moses.

In New Testament times, and for a great number edrg; God’s Word had most
inveterate enemies in the Roman Emperors. The Rdingire then included the whole of
the known world. The Emperors issued edicts thaewweoclaimed throughout the world that
every Bible should be burnt, and these edicts #grejeavoured to carry out with the most
relentless hand. And now the Roman Catholics dsdnee thing in these days in Ireland. If a
Roman Catholic gets hold of a Bible, he is fordeanediately the priest knows, to give it
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up. And it is the same in the continent, but asie@mme parts of it are not quite so bad, which
are not under the rule of the Romish priesthoodny§ Roman Catholic has a Bible, he is
bound to tell it to the priest when he goes to €sesion, under pain of all the anathemas and
curses of the Church. He is then forced to giwgibr burn it. Is it not wonderful then how
the Scriptures have been preserved for such aheoftime, through such straits and
emergencies, until now it is impossible to calcaitidite number of Bibles in the world? There
was a divine power protecting the Bible in all agBsere was a divine power superintending
the writing of the Bible and preserving it from a@rr and now there is a divine hand
preserving it from destruction.

In the hundred and thirtieth verse of this Psalme, Psalmist goes on to commend the
Word of God, because of its enlightening power,éBmtrance of Thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding to the simple.”

Though the Word is full of mysteries, yet it islfaf light. It makes the simple wise, and
reveals even unto babes the things that are hiftdenthe wise and prudent of this world. It
is light upon all things; it throws light upon ey#ring that concerns sinners; it throws light
upon the miseries of hell and the glories of heaaet the invisible world. It throws light
upon the ways of God towards men, and upon the aagstruggles of men on this earth . . .
“I have seen an end of all perfection, but thy candament is exceeding broad.”

It gives light about the Fall of man. It teacheattimen, by nature, have no understanding.
“The Lord looked down from heaven to see if anyemtbod and did seek after God,” but
there was not one. “There is none that doeth gaod,not one.” From the highest to the
lowest all are alike, serving divers lusts and gpleas. And we see that those who have the
highest human knowledge and the greatest scieri@ficning, have the deepest spiritual
ignorance combined in the same man. Those whmaked up to and adored on account of
their knowledge of science and literature, and yherg of which human knowledge
consists, and who are admired as leaders and prigoe will find to possess the deepest
spiritual ignorance. How strange and wonderful! yfhee simple and void of understanding.
The Apostle Paul was a very learned man in hisrabstiate, but he was a Pharisee and knew
nothing of spiritual things. He was instructed ihtee human knowledge of his day, like
Moses, but O, how dark was his mind! There is natapl knowledge in man by nature, no
fear of God, no love to God. The world is what keks as his portion, not heaven. He sees
very little evil in sin, and therefore he is versdy tempted and led by Satan into sin, and his
conscience, whenever it awakes, is very easilytediand lulled to sleep again. It is said that,
when the ostrich is pursued, and is almost comlgletearied out, she will thrust her head
into the sand, believing that when she does nohseenemies, they do not see her. That is
the case with the sinner; his understanding isaefe#t; and he believes that God sees as little
of him as he sees of God. Thus they are void okrstdnding, and think they will escape
judgment. They think little of eternity, if theipsls are allowed to sail on at ease, and they
are unwilling to be taken up with such thoughts.aiMis the cure for such a state of soul as
this? It is “the entrance of Thy words.” There B Imope of ever curing the ignorance of
sinners but by the entrance of God’s Word thatdused millions and millions of dark souls.

It has translated them from being the children adkdess to be the children of light, and it
has the same power still. When the Word of God comi® the soul it brings light and life
with it. When God began the work of creation, dads1brooded over the face of the deep.
Darkness and light are the same to him, thoughabis creatures. And God spake the word
and said, “Let there be light,” and immediatelyrtheas light. And He has but to speak and
there will be light by the Word in the human saldb, in the 10th chapter, speaks of the soul
and understanding of man as a land of darknesknetss itself and of the shadow of death,
where there is no order, and where the light itsetfarkness. These were Job’s words, and
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they are true to this day. He described the statieeohuman mind as it existed in his day, and
it exactly corresponds with the human mind now.

When the Word enters the soul by faith, then tghtlof God reveals the Fall and lost
position of man by sin, and he sees that all isedi Until they get this light, those, who deny
original sin, can very easily do so. What they tjituwas a splendid palace is nothing but a
heap of ruins. There is no wisdom in Israel by rgtno holiness, and nothing to fit them for
meeting with God and having fellowship with Him. éyhhave nothing on their side but
misery, and ruin, and death, and until their fdlepes are thrown down, they become vain,
empty fellows. You see that in the case of Pauhen7th of Romans, where he says “I was
alive without the law once, but when the commandneame, sin revived and | died. And
the commandment, which was ordained to life, | tbtmbe unto death.” Paul thought that he
was touching the law blameless and right at alhispibut when the law came he found that
he was altogether wrong. And this is a great mécyhe sinner, when he is awakened from
his false dream of security and false hope, thahhg seek the true peace of God. Then, the
law, as Paul says, is our schoolmaster to bringpuShrist. It teaches us that we are self-
destroyed sinners, and that there is no refugeddsut in Christ. This is a great mercy, to be
convinced of sin, and brought to Christ and Hisésls, that we may receive “the propitiation
for our sins.”

But the word “simple” may have another meaning desi“want of understanding.” It
may signify upright — an upright man, a one-heareah. It may mean, according to its
original signification, without folding or twistingrhe first half of the word is “sim” or “sin,”
which means “without,” and the second half, “plajgnifies “turns” — “without turns.”
According to this, a simple man is a man withoutegd a pure, upright man. Men are not so
by nature; their hearts are desperately wicked. tBist man is pure, upright, and single-
hearted. “As he thinketh in his heart, so dothrhthtexpress.” It is what Christ calls, in the
parable of the sower, an honest and good hearide s@mby the grace of God. Well, then, the
Word shall be an enlightening word to such a mdm 18, in this sense, simple. The Word of
God gives such persons spiritual wisdom, because “teceive with meekness the engrafted
word which is able to save their souls.” They analded by the Word to discern more and
more of their own sin, more and more of the charact Christ, and more and more of the
emptiness of the world. Thus the Word humbles thems;a humbling light. The more they
see of it, the more humble they are made by thistgging light. It makes them to know
more and more of their dependence on God’s grdicgiveth understanding to the simple.”

Now, my friends, it is because there is so littfetlis knowledge — this enlightening
knowledge — in the world that there is so much ammofg of God’s name. People go about
His worship in the most irreverent and self-satrgfyspirit. Their minds are not humbled by
the great breadth of God’s law and righteousnessause there is little of this light. O! the
light manner in which professing Christians go ahtbe worship of God is very grievous to
His Holy Spirit. We are told that Jerusalem sinneate than Sodom and Gomorrah, because
she had greater privileges. Her sins were more/guie in the sight of God, because she had
more means of instruction. With such great priveledghe effect ought to have been true fear
and true reverence of His name. But Christ sayBis‘is the condemnation that light is come
into the world, but men loved darkness rather ligint, because their deeds were evil.”

The entrance of His Word giveth light and undemitiag unto the sinner — light to
discern more of the Divine Majesty, that we may Hmefore Him and His authority. God’s
Word gives sinners not only light to see their ospiritual malady, but light to know and
understand Christ as their great remedy in Hisowarioffices, working on their behalf as
their prophet, priest, and king, meeting all theeds. He is their atoning righteousness and
justification, and by the Word, in the hand of ®Bgirit, they trust in His infinite merit and
power; and through the redemption Christ has pwethathe Lord pardons their sins, renews
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their natures, and prepares them for life everigstirhis shows that all the believer gets is
from grace — free grace. "By grace are ye savealtir faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God.”

The Word gives them light to find their way to heavNo man can find his way without
the Word of God. “Thy word is a light unto my feetd a lamp unto my path.” The Church of
Christ — like Israel of old — meets with many tsianany temptations, and many troubles, but
here is their remedy: in their straits they araves and quickened by His Word alone. The
Word shows to them the true hope they have in thieynof God through the work of Christ.

We may then sum up the effects of the Word of God, say it is a discovering word — a
discovering light — which shows the true naturem@in and the true nature of God, the true
nature of earthly and of heavenly things, and hashould cleave to the one and despise the
other. This is a lesson that all should learn, adn thoroughly — the perishing nature of
earthly things and the abiding nature of the helgvénis also a directing light. “Thou shalt
guide me with thy counsel while | live.” It showsetsinner the broad way, and directs him to
the narrow way. It warns him of the one, and exhbiin to strive to enter in at the other. It is
a quickening light. As the sun in spring quickehs@getation and causes it to grow and put
forth its blossoms, so in like manner the Word Rgeits the soul. It is a comforting Word.
“Truly the light is sweet, and it is a pleasantinthifor the eyes to behold the sun.” How
comfortable after the darkness of the stormy niglitto come into the bright sunshine! This
is one of the effects of the entrance of God’'s Waditrds also a satisfying light. “Hearken
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is goawld let your soul delight itself in fatness.”
This light reveals to the sinner the unsearchablees of Christ and the pleasures that are at
God's right hand for evermore. There can come nngdight into the soul but what comes
from God. Seek, then, that blessedness of theisauhich Christ shines by this divine light,
that you may see His atoning sacrifice, and masgrsbled to rest in Him and His finished
work; that you may know by experience the truththedf text, and may be able to say with
David, “Thy testimonies are wonderful, thereforardmy soul keep them. The entrance of

thy words giveth light; it giveth understandingtb@ simple.”
[October 1907]
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