A Lecture.

By theRev. D. MACFARLANE, Dingwall.

Delivered on Sabbath Evening, 16th September, 1906.
(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foergnbut fellow-citizens with the saints,
and of the household of God; and are built uponfols@dation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stoneywhom all the building, fitly framed
together, groweth unto an holy temple in the Landwhom ye also are builded together for
an habitation of God through the Spirit” — EphesiariL9-22.

The apostle in this chapter describes the privietiat belong to God’s people — to
believers. Notwithstanding what they were by natdrehildren of wrath, even as others —
when changed by grace and reconciled to God thrdabghdeath of Christ, they were
accepted as if they had never sinned, and thaubea# the full satisfaction given to God by
the work of Christ in their room and stead. If thaig evil, He did good; if they deserved
punishment, He bore their punishment; if they desetto die eternally, He merited for them
eternal life. To these privileges we desire todiggour attention for a little this evening; and
we ought not only to attend to them as things tiedong to others, but to seek that they
should belong to ourselves. These privileges belongll God’s people, whether Jews or
Gentiles, white or black, old or young, wherevegythare situated in this world. They are
spoken of in two ways negativelyandpositively

(1) Negatively. — The first privilege here thensiokes those mentioned in the eighteenth
verse, is that they are no longer “strangers aneigoers,” for he tells them at the twelfth
verse that such they were before they were effgtaalled — before they were saved. “At
that time,” he tells them, “ye were without Chribging aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of pragrhigeing no hope, and without God in the
world.” They were outside those privileges befdreytwere called by the gospel; and so we
also, if we are made the children of God, weren&t ttme outside these privileges, and were
“strangers and foreigners.” There was not suchirggthat all among them in their heathen
state as any of the privileges that belong to Gpégsple. They had not the Word of God,
they never heard of Jesus Christ, the Saviour; Kmeyv not that they must be born again.
They had not the means of grace; they were newsr &g a people going up to God’s house
to serve the living God, and to receive His blegsithey were strangers; and so are all who
are in an unconverted state, even although theynapessession of the outward means of
grace. Strangers may come amongst the inhabitainta oountry, or into a family,
occasionally, but they do not belong to that couptr that family. People may come to the
house of God occasionally, but still they are sjgaR, just as you may see strangers passing
through the country, and calling at a house hedetla@re, but they are none of those families.
Sinners in a state of nature are strangers to #leess This may appear wonderful but it is no
less true. What is your age? Are you twenty ye#ds and yet you do not know yourself?
Have you been, so to speak, twenty years along yotirself, and yet cannot tell your
neighbour who you are? Then if you are still intates of nature, you are also a stranger to
God; you do not know Him. You are a stranger to peace of God which passeth all
understanding; you are a stranger to the experseoic&od’s children; you are a stranger to
spiritual things. You can understand natural thingst as to spiritual things, they are a
mystery to you; they are hidden from you. All théisimgs are true of many who have lived
for scores of years in a gospel land from their tgoupwards; they are strangers to
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themselves; they are not yet convinced that theysamers, that they are lost, that they are
children of wrath, and they are strangers to GatltarHis Son, Jesus Christ. They know not
in their own experience, nor in a saving manneg, way of salvation. If you ask some in
Dingwall of the way of salvation, they will keep f&s as they can from Christ’'s humiliation
and death; they will say that God is merciful, tHat never created man to cast him into hell,
and that all will yet be saved. It is lamentable tgnorance of spiritual things that is to be
found amongst people in possession not only ofcopy but of many copies of God’s Word.
Believers, however, are not strangers; they knowtwths to be born again. Then, also, they
are not foreigners. You see, a foreigner is a perdoanother country who comes to this
kingdom, but has none of the privileges of thisrtoyis citizens. So sinners by nature are
outside the kingdom of Christ. Even in a gospedlltims is true. Until you are born again —
until you are found in Christ, not having your owighteousness — you are just like a
foreigner who has no interest in a country he gjst least, not so great an interest as the real
natives of that country.

(2) Positively. — But then the apostle proceedspeak of their privileges in a positive
way. Not only are they not strangers and foreignkets they are fellow-citizens with the
saints. The Church of God is called a city, andrtteabers of that church are citizens. One
way of being a citizen is to be born in that cBpme have to buy the privilege of citizenship,
but those born in the city are free; they are bymacitizens. So that those born in Zion, in
the city of God, may say with Paul that they aeelrorn, while another had to say that the
privilege cost him much. A citizen is entitled tib the privileges common in a city; and, in
like manner, there is not a blessing which God ey for His people but belongs to each
and all who are born in Zion, and who are citizehthe city of God. All things are theirs; the
gospel is theirs; Christ is theirs; the Holy Spsitheirs; eternal life is theirs; all the blegsn
of Christ’s purchase are theirs — not only the $itegs they need for eternity, but also those of
time — all things are theirs. They have a covenght to the bread they eat, to the water they
drink, to the raiment they put on — all temporadsings necessary for their journey through
the wilderness of this world have been securedheémtat the expense of Christ’'s sufferings
and death. Farther than this world they do notireghose temporal privileges, and so Paul
says, and says for the teaching of others, “Havouyl and raiment, let us be therewith
content,” for we shall soon be in a state wherehsue not necessary. He speaks now to
Gentiles, to the Ephesians, who were worshipperfaleé gods and goddesses, who at one
time cried, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” hotv they are changed — they are fellow-
citizens with the saints. In the chapter which veeenread (Ephesians, 3rd chapter), this is
spoken of as a mystery, that the Gentiles shoultelb@v-heirs and of the same body, and
partakers of His promise in Christ Jesus, by trepgb

Again, the church is compared here to a housebahelvers are of the household of God.
They are members of God’s family. Notwithstandingatvthese Gentiles were, and what all
men are by nature, this is now their privilege. Guak a family in this world. God’s
household is divided between earth and heaven, Paspeaking of the family of God, finds
some of them on earth, others in heaven; but hernfawds any of them in a third place.
There are those who hold that some of God’s peaygen a middle state in eternity. Well,
Paul knew of no such thing, and he knew the familyzod better than any now living. If
there are any of the human race in another plaatemity, they do not belong to God’s
family; they are of the devil's family; they areell. The Word of God is our rule and guide,
and unless we hold views in accordance with Saptwe are in error. The teaching of
Scripture concerning the household of God is thate are some of them in heaven, the
others on earth, and if there are others, thegtil¢o be born into this world. This third part
has not yet come into existence; but when theybare into the world, God will convert
them, and bring them unto Himself, by regenerasind the new birth. The household of God
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in eternity is to be found but in the one placen-heaven. We insist upon this point, my
friends, the more because there is a time comingnwhe contrary error will be swallowed
by the great majority in Scotland, and even in thisn. “That is impossible,” you say. Well,
when Dr. Kennedy was here, it was thought imposedifiht such a departure from truth could
have occurred amongst those who sat under his tnyintkirty years ago it was considered
impossible that the majority of his congregationldago over to another gospel, but still they
did it; and some of them who at one time would harsed their voice against error, or any
departure from Dr. Kennedy's teaching, are nownsiend dumb. One of the privileges of
believers, then, is that they are regenerated &ySihirit, and born again into the family of
God. They are of the household of God. God Himgeltheir Father, as we have been
observing in the 18th verse, that through Christwage access unto the Father by one Spirit,
and they are His children. But in this world the,aas it were, in the nursery. Children,
when but very young, are left in the nursery. Al be God’s children, we are as yet in the
nursery; we crawl, we try to walk, we stumble mantime, and we need Christ, the Elder
Brother, to raise us up.

In the house on earth, we are being prepared éohdlise in heaven, “the house not made
with hands.” What expectation have you now in vigwleath? Have you any sure hope that
you will be amongst those grown-up children — that will join them in heaven? Well,
before you can have any such hope, you must beeohdusehold of God upon earth; and
once you are a child of grace, that relationshipuvsrlasting. In going to a foreign country,
you can break many a tie, but you cannot breaketaionship between you and your father.
A boy going from Dingwall to America, sets a longtdnce between himself and his father,
but all that distance does not affect their refaglup. That relationship stands as surely in
America as it did in Dingwall, and such is the casth the child of God; the relationship is
everlasting. Perhaps you say, “Oh, that | had aurasce from God that | belong to His
family on earth!” Well, have you any delight in GbB®o you love Him? Are you grieved that
you do not love Him as you would like? If so, timtsomething of a child’s spirit. There is
such a thing as natural affection, and | may sayj there is in God’s children a natural
affection according to grace; they feel they atacied to God, although at times they cannot
call Him their Father; still, their desire is aftdis name. There are many in this world, and
that in the land of the Bible, who never examinembkelves on this point. They go to eternity
on a peradventure; but that is a most hazardongyst dangerous thing. We ought to know
who we are, whose we are, who is our father, arwhich family we belong. Are we still of
the old family of Satan, or have we been translébetthe family of God, so that Paul might
say of us, as he said of these believers, “Ye &rbe household of God”? | have never,
during my thirty years’ ministry, preached to a gmyation in which I could not address
some, at least, as the children of God, and it balla sad day, if such a day should come,
when, in my own poor way, | will address an assgnatblimmortal souls where there is not
one of the family of God.

“Marvel not that | said unto you, Ye must be boguaia.” To be born again is not a
shadow, not a picture — it is a reality it is a Wwaf God in His people, which none but
Himself can accomplish. We had no hand in our @eatand in like manner, and in a
spiritual sense, “we are his workmanship, createclrist Jesus unto good works.” You
young people, what do you think about this mat@@o?/ou put off this important matter until
it is too late? Will you go unconverted to the gravn a churchyard, you see many more
graves of young people than you do of old peopheore short graves than long ones — and
some of these people put off the salvation of teeuls until it was too late, and such as died
in that state are lost. You are still left, and i©happeals to you to come to Himself, that He
may save you, and that you may become members ®fntjistical body, and of the
household of God. Were it not for the power of isgp@l death, no sinner could bear the
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thought of being without Christ. Even a child of &G brought very low when he is in
darkness about his state for one day, while otaersin darkness about their state all their
lifetime without any concern.

Another privilege belonging to God’s people istttigey are built on a sure foundation.
The apostle compares the church of believers waldibg. “Ye are built,” he says, “upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets.” What deesnean by that? | need not ask the
guestion of God’s people; they know what it medd®es it mean that believers rest upon an
arm of flesh — on these good men, apostles andhptep Ah! it does not mean that at all.
What, then? It means that they rest upon the faiordaet forth in the prophets and preached
by the apostles. It was the same foundation of vbath prophets and apostles spoke, and it
is the same foundation we preach, so that it msy laé said that believers are built upon the
foundation ministers preach now. You may examings@lf on this. Read the writings of the
apostles and prophets, and see in these thaCitrist Jesus, the Son of God, as Mediator,
that is set before sinners as the only foundatidmw, these are said to be built, and this
implies the work of another. It was God, by Hisr&pthat laid them on this foundation —
Christ. By faith they received Christ, but it wasd3 work to lay them on the foundation. It
implies also that they are being built. The howseat yet complete: there are more stones to
be put into the building. God at first called etieadly many of the Jews, brought them out of
a state of nature, and laid them upon this foundatHe then turned with the gospel to the
Gentiles, and found many there, whom He laid os tbundation; and from that day to this
the gospel has been preached to sinners. God seews for the building. It is not complete
yet, but when it is complete — when the top-staneut on the building — then the Bible shall
be sealed. There shall be no more preaching, nbaialno such thing as people coming to
church. See then, my friends, that you have yoacelin the building, that you are on the
sure foundation. The apostles and prophets newiespf the work of man as a foundation,
except in warning people against it as a foundatian would be swept away when the flood
and the storm came.

Then the apostle speaks of Christ Himself as “b#wegchief corner stone,” as well as the
foundation. The use of a corner stone is to uhigebuilding; and believers not only rest upon
Christ as the foundation, and are united to Hint,they are also united to one another in
Him. They are one building. There are many stones house, but the house is one; and so
the church is one, though there are many membeits in Christ all the building is fitly
framed together, and groweth unto an holy templ¢han Lord. The work of God in this
spiritual building is a work that shall stand;stfitly framed together — so firmly framed that
it will never be broken to pieces again. It is @ifint from the state of man at the first
creation. Man was perfect then, but he fell from éstate in which he was created. But this
building is fitly framed together in a different @Gnant Head, the Lord from heaven, the
second Adam; it will never break down. There idlfe in this building. Where there is
growth there is life. Even in the herbs of thedidiere is life, and therefore they grow. There
is life in man, and he grows from childhood to mamth And so from new-born babes the
family of God grow up unto Him who is the Head, tiiley come unto the stature of a perfect
man in Christ Jesus; and when they attain to teaghh, God removes them from the nursery,
and sets them amongst His princes in heaven. Tostlamow turns to those to whom he
writes, and says, “In whom ye also are builded ttoggefor an habitation of God through the
spirit.” Ah! my friends, is this true of us? Wherewead in the Scriptures the privileges of
God’s people, that they are a building of God, w&napply this to ourselves? Ah! the day
of trial will come — it is hastening on — but now the day of our opportunity; this is “the
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

This spiritual house is the habitation of God Hiths&t the consecration of the temple,
Solomon said that the heaven of heavens could oiaim God, and how much less that
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house which he had built? But what is really, algdieaven, the habitation of God? Ah, He
says, “Though heaven is my throne, and the eartfowtgtool, yet | will dwell with him who

is poor and contrite in heart, and who tremblethmgt word.” If you are a stone in this
spiritual building, God dwells in your heart. Hetrmmly dwells in His church as a whole, but
He dwells in the heart of every member of His churé/hat a wonderful thing, what a
mystery it is, that God would create man to be laithion for Himself, and when the house
was destroyed by sin, that He would, of His ownergwod pleasure, grace and mercy, begin
to rebuild the fallen house, and to make it morauliéul and better in every respect than it
was before it broke down! When God creates a peas@w in Christ Jesus, it is with the
object that He may dwell in his heart. | appeayon, my friends, have you found God in
your soul at any time? However it may be with yus true of believers, that God is not
only above them in heaven, and around them — Gedes/where — but He is also in them; in
a spiritual sense, He dwells in their souls. Theyatemple of God, and so the temple was a
type of Christ's human nature, and a type of tharCin also.

In conclusion, let those who have received tokéas they are the children of God, walk
carefully; let them not lose sight of their covenasith God; let them walk humbly; and seek
to walk like Enoch and Noah, of whom it is writtdrat they walked with God. Let them be
afraid of sin outside themselves and of sin inrtleevn hearts. God’s people are making
progress towards the heavenly Canaan, towards dheehabove; and there is nothing so
dangerous to them as sin. The sinfulness of treuira makes them mourn like Ephraim of
old, and they feel their need of the redemptionugta out by Christ. They appreciate the
doctrine of salvation by grace. Speak to those Wwhee found out their need of Christ, of
salvation by works, and they say, “Ah! there ishupe for us there.” But preach to them
salvation by grace, and they cry, with hope and jbghall not die, but live, and declare the
works of God.” Let them glorify God with their badi and spirits, which are His, and show
forth the praises of Him who hath called them dudlarkness into His marvellous light. The

Lord add His blessing, and to His name be the praéimen.
[November 1906]

Brief Notes of Sermons.

By the lateRev. FINLAY COOK, Reay.

Preached in Pulteneytown Free Church, Wick, on day of
the Fast before Communion — 27th June, 1852.
[“We regret that these Notes are so incompletesbah as they are, they may be welcomed by ouersad ©.]
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|. — FORENOON
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salwat- Hebrews 2:3.

This day is set apart for fasting, humiliation, govdyer. We ought not to trifle with our
privileges; we ought to seek some good to our sdMks ought to go to a throne of grace and
confess our sins of omission and commission. Bweiineglect the great salvation, all will be
of little use at last. Those who trifle with therivileges, their bands shall be made strong.
Some are as careless on these occasions as theabmnals, but | hope you will not be thus.
Now, a Saviour is offered you; now, the chief afir@rs is invited to come to Him for
salvation. You were early devoted to the Lord irptlsan; show this by your life and
conversation, and seek to have the witness of piré # yourselves.

The apostle warns us not to let slip “the thingsclwiwe have heard.” He warns us not to
let slip another warning, another promise, or aeotiffer of Christ. We are ready to let the
word come in at one ear and out at another. Christiching in His state of humiliation was,
“Repent, and believe the gospel.” “Though heavenh @arth pass away, one jot or one tittle
shall not fail, till all be fulfilled.”

| shall state some particulars about this salvatWhen we speak of salvation, we must
speak of a Saviour who procured salvation for ssnEor there is no other name given
among men whereby we must be saved, but the nadesok. Then we shall speak of the
application of this salvation.

Jesus is the Saviour of sinners. “For God so lotred world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him ghaok perish, but have everlasting life.”
He sent His co-equal and co-eternal Son. You mussider Him as equal with the Father —
as the self-existent, eternal Jehovah — the Creaiifinal Judge. But the Son had to assume
our nature, and take unto Himself a true body aasonable soul. The high and holy One
humbled Himself to redeem them that were underl@we This Saviour, who humbled
Himself, became a man of sorrows and acquaintetl giief. He was reproached and
persecuted, yet He loved sinners, persecutors, ieeetde came under the curse that we
might get the blessing — we, who despised the laavteampled it under foot. The curse was
laid upon Him. If you keep Christ out of view, yaudll have nothing but heathen morality.
Behold the Shepherd smitten with the arrows ofgedty His own Father, by which a way of
access is opened unto God through His flesh, anfditiyin His blood. Paul speaks of “the
Church of God, which he hath purchased with his bl@od”; and Peter says, “For you were
not redeemed by corruptible things, such as sdwer gold, . . . . but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and withepbt.” It is through this channel that all
the blessings of the new covenant flow to the el@ct the Cross the ransom was paid, the
satisfaction given; and now the offer is given lyeand fully — “Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no mowaye ¢e, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine
and milk, without money and without price.”

But the other side ithe application | would need to have the application myself. The
“all things” are now ready. But it is the applicati that makes the distinction between the
elect and the reprobate. “When the Spirit is cohmeewill convince the world of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment.” You may have hetidion, but not a drop of grace,
without this. You can never be a partaker of thisation without the application of it by the
Holy Spirit. But you must use the means of grates ithe bucket you must bring to the
fountain. Use all the means, but be not satisfig the dead forms. Those who have tasted
something of the love of Christ will go further ththese, as the Church in the Song of Songs
— “It was but a little that | passed from them (th@chmen), but | found him whom my soul
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loveth.” Some dead, formal hypocrites have beegipgafor twenty or thirty years, and have
not sought or got an answer yet. Days of preparaie set apart for the Lord’s Supper. Do
not despise them; yet do not make merit of them.

The first thing here in the work of applicationtiee quickening influences of the Spirit.
He opens the understanding and the heart, andheetgass of the holy law before your face.
You will then see how black it is, and that wilirgy down your high looks. If the holy law
condemns you before a throne of mercy and grace,with you appear at a white throne of
judgment? How will you stand there? When the launes home, your language will be,
“How can | be justified before a holy God?” Therethgospel comes in the offers of a
Saviour. Oh, prize your privileges. The preachihg¢he gospel is the most precious thing on
earth. Oh, how would a poor minister or elder i@&dio see a poor creature coming from the
means of grace, concerned about his soul! Therédwimijoy in heaven over him — over one
sinner that repenteth. This is a feast when thé isobrought from darkness to light. This
comes by hearing the gospel. “Faith comes by hgaaind hearing by the word of God.” Oh,
you will be blessing the Lord that you have the apymnity of hearing the word. Others
would rather something of the world, those who htnesr part and portion here. When the
Spirit looses your bands you will sing a song d¥a@on to the Lord, seeing your enemies
dead on the seashore.

Sinner, behold now the Lamb of God as the true faithful witness of the great
salvation. You must be born again, or you will meuaderstand anything of this salvation,
though you may have notions of it, as a blind maubld have of colours. It is by faith that
the soul is united to Christ. It must be “He in yamd you in Him,” or else be miserable
through eternity. Be wise, my friends, sell all the pearl of great price. It is here you are
brought to a state of peace and reconciliation Witld. Be not triflers or mockers, lest your
bands be made strong.

Pray that He may be with us on this occasion. Maybkess His word; and to His name
be the praise!

Il. — AFTERNOON
(Same Text.)

This salvation will occupy the attention of the eecthed through eternity. There is a
height and a depth in it that passeth knowledgeisCpurchased salvation for us, and He is
now exalted to make this salvation effectual. Tloa §lorified the Father on the earth, and
the Father now glorifies the Son in heaven. WhensCkhall appear again; then shall His
people also appear with Him in glory.

Much depends on how you are exercised this dayh&ekful you were baptised, and are
a member of the visible Church, but if you neglincs great salvation you will not escape.
What is the good of this salvation to you or meesalit is applied by the Holy Ghost. Christ
left the world as man, but His work is still goiag in it by grace.

This is said to be agfteatsalvation.” It was a great God who purposed aadmed it. He
is a great King; we are worms of the dust befona Hirushed before the moth. It is with this
God we have to do. He is the omniscient and omsgeCreator. When you see God in the
works of creation — sun, moon, and stars — you loeHs wisdom and power; but when you
behold His greatness in the work of redemption, wdu will wonder at His infinite
condescension, love, and kindness towards sinSerae say that Christ died for all. It is true
that all get good of Christ; even the atheist dreibfidel have benefited by Him, and formal
professors enjoy the privileges of His Church, tifothey will get hell at last. Some spend
these advantages on their lusts. Oh, the privilegebe children of God! Justification and
sanctification, grace and glory.
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It was a great Saviour that purchased this salwatlesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father. You will never see the glory o$ thalvation till you see Christ as the author
of it, and be taught by the Holy Spirit, and get #ffectual calling, whatever your talents,
gifts, and learning. When Christ saw the Churclamsnfant cast out in the open field, He
cast His skirt over it, and said “Live.” If you haexperienced this for yourself, everything
you have and need is in the covenant, ordered yasel well. “All things work together for
good to them that love God, who are the called r@iag to his purpose.”

Christ sits upon the throne, and subdues sinngtsnigelf. When the love of Christ takes
possession of a soul, it makes the son leave fath@mother, and every other object, and
say, “None but Christ! none but Christ!” So you flee greatness of this love. Seek to get an
experience of it; be not satisfied with hearing @thie. His name is the Lord, the Lord God
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, forgivingqunity, transgression, and sin. Seek to get
into the refuge. The prodigal got the best robenis father's house. The publican was
justified, though he had nothing but sin. The afeitdof Israel tempted Him forty years in the
wilderness, yet He never said He was the God oEthgtians. He leads the blind in a way
that they know not. What a Saviour you have to db!w

What a great number will be around the throne ofl @od the Lamb! Seek you now to be
among them, lest you be shut out from among themet@r. Everyimpenitentsinner,
whether rich or poor, neglects the great salvafidrere is no middle place — only heaven or
hell. This is a solemn thing. Such cannot escapek $hat the Lord would send out His light
and truth. Whatever you know, if you do not knowi€hand His salvation, what is the good
of your knowledge? It will only be a candle to leami to hell at last. Be not satisfied in your
spiritual ignorance. Lastly, the prayerless neglketgreat salvation, and if they continue so,

they shall not escape the wrath that is to come.
[November 1906]

Notes of a Sermon.

Preached by thRev. DONALD BEATON, Wick,

As Retiring Moderator of Synod, in St. Jude’s Héllasgow,
on the 13th November, 1906.

“Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord, foam married unto you; and | will take you one
of a city, and two of a family, and | will bring wao Zion: And | will give you pastors according
to mine heart which shall feed you with knowledgd anderstanding” — Jeremiah 3:14-15.
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For the better understanding of the remarkable h@ojes and warnings we have
recorded in this book, it is necessary that we Ehoecall the fact that the twelve tribes of
Israel were now divided into two kingdoms. When &sbam, the son of Solomon, ascended
the throne, Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, led théritegs in revolt against the house of Judah
and from that day onwards the ten tribes were lsvaderred to as Israel or Ephraim. But
Jeroboam not only led the revolt of the ten tribad became King of Israel, but he set up
idolatrous worship lest when the ten tribes wentaiperusalem to worship that they would
be influenced by their brethren to join with thelinwas a subtle and cunning device, but it
did its work admirably as far as Jeroboam’s wisls wancerned; but the verdict of the Holy
Spirit on Jeroboam’s conduct is that he made Idm@sin, and her idolatry became so great
that the Lord gave her a bill of divorcement. Tivas intended to teach a solemn lesson to
Judah, but she, while outwardly professing to be to the worship of the God of Israel, was
playing the part of a traitress, and the searcliehearts told the prophet that even the
“backsliding Israel hath justified herself more thiaeacherous Judah.” Her treachery lay in
this that she appeared in the guise of a frientdabted as an enemy, for she had not turned
with her whole heart, but feignedly to the Lord.tBueat though Israel’s sin had been, that of
Judah was greater still, because she was playimgacritical part, and to provoke Judah to
godly jealousy the Lord addresses Israel, invitimgm to come back to Him — “Return thou
backsliding Israel, saith the Lord,” and He grasiguoromises that He will not cause His
anger to fall upon them, because He is merciful @mes not keep His anger for ever. But if
He on His side was to show mercy, He required eifrtlan acknowledgment of their iniquity.
Then He gives Israel another invitation accompamyirby gracious promises, “Return, O
backsliding children, saith the Lord, for | am medrunto you; and | will take you one of a
city, and two of a family, and | will bring you @on: and | will give you pastors according
to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledged understanding.” In directing
attention to those gracious words let us consider:

|. — The invitation to backsliding Israel;
Il. — The reason the Lord assigns for giving thigtiation;
lll. — The promise accompanying the invitation.

|. — The invitation to backsliding Israel — “Retu@ backsliding children.”

It is an invitation to a backsliding people — t@@ople who had enjoyed great favours,
and who had now turned their backs upon the Gddraél. The sin of backsliding is a sin of
peculiar danger and subtlety. It begins in the thdawugh it afterwards shows itself in
outward actions. The peculiar form in which it nfasted itself in Israel was in idolatry. And
were it not true that Scripture testifies that theart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked, and that experience confirns dieclaration, it would seem a thing
almost incredible that a people who had been reqipiof such wonderful favours should
ever allow themselves to go to such excess intidotes Israel did. The sin of the children of
Israel in setting up the golden calf tells thattwithstanding the feelings of awe with which
they had heard the thunderings of Sinai, they yeoee to idolatry. And the people that sang
so loudly the praises of Jehovah by the shorekeoRied Sea, were now saying to the golden
calf, “These be thy gods, O Israel, which broudjetetup out of the land of Egypt.” And even
Aaron when he saw it built an altar. The sin o&d&drin this matter is written with a pen of
iron that coming generations might never forgetaadul danger of this sin. The Lord had
told them that no strange god was to be among tmeither were they to worship any
strange god, but their wayward hearts showed coaltipropensity to idolatry until at last the
long-suffering of the Lord had reached a limit begavhich He would not allow them to go
without severe chastisement. He gave them unto tvem heart’s lust and they walked in
their own counsels. And as they wandered far fram,HHe chides them in words of infinite
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tenderness, “Oh that my people had hearkened uef@and Israel had walked in my ways! |
should soon have subdued their enemies, and tumethand against their adversaries.”
Israel, now in the hour of their need, had forgottleat the Lord had been their Rock, and
they went to Assyria and Egypt for help and lookeddols that were the work of men’s
hands. The sin of backsliding may be almost impsicke in its beginnings, but gradually
the deadening of the affections, the cooling of zbal that burned so vehemently to begin
with, the listless indifference in which spirituatercises are engaged, may tell all too plainly
that the deadly canker has begun its work in thet. Sdne first wrong step may appear a very
trifling matter, but if it is the first of a seri¢sat ends in the worship of the golden calf or the
painful experience of Christian in the Castle ofai@i Despair, then it is a matter of
tremendous import to the believer. One might a@jugreat length and with uncommon skill
about the dangerous step taken by Christian, lutgttod man at first might tell you that
there was no use of making too much of the maiet if you saw him in the Castle of Giant
Despair, it would need no argument to convince tiien how dangerous was the step that
was the first in a series that led him further dadher from the King's highway. The
heinousness of this sin is seen in the heartfafifession of sin that follows when true
repentance is given to the backslider.

It is to be further observed that the Lord addredseael as His children — backsliding
children — but still children. The covenant relagaip in which they stood to Him gave them
a right to this honourable relationship. And thgratitude of children — the children which
He brought up and nourished, but who rebelled agditim is charged against them. He
appeals to heaven and earth against them. “He&gaVens, and give ear, O earth, for the
Lord hath spoken, | have nourished and broughthiidren, and they have rebelled against
me.” It is to these that He appeals and to whomalddresses the gracious invitation,
“‘Return.”

To the penitent sinner it is a precious invitatéord the gracious words that accompany it
are words that are fitted to encourage. But whatasly meant by returning to the Lord? It is
a turning in which there is acknowledgment of sidl &onfession of iniquity. It is such a
returning as a repentant sinner shows when untteueasense of his sin and apprehension of
the mercy of God in Christ, doth with grief andredtof his sin turn from it unto God with
full purpose of, and endeavour after new obediérites to be carefully observed that our
Shorter Catechism speaks of a true sense of siohk-asense of sin as the psalmist had when
he said: — “Against Thee, Thee only have | sinned done this evil in Thy sight.” The
psalmist’s sin may have caused a great deal ofyinguhis fellowmen, but when it is brought
home to him it is to God he goes as the Being agarhom he has sinned. But his confession
does not end here, for he acknowledges his trassigres saying, “My sin is ever before me.”
It was no general vague sense of sin that madertake the confession, for his words reveal
how conscious he was of the particular sin — “nmyisiever before me.” And the psalmist’s
sense of sin is further revealed by his willingnessubmit to the sentence of the God against
whom he has sinned — “That thou mayest be justifiedn thou speakest, and be clear when
thou judgest.” But accompanying such a sense ofirsirepentance unto life, there is an
apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ Jesws.itNthe meaningless sense in which the
world speaks of God being merciful, but God revedlg the Holy Spirit as a sin-forgiving
God. The remarkable definition given by the Wessten Divines, so rich in its experience
and careful statement of Scripture truth, is wordfiyour most serious attention, but time
forbids us to dwell longer on the exposition of several statements. When Israel's day of
repentance came the Lord Himself, who promisededal their backsliding and love them
freely, fulfilled His gracious promise, and the daiage of Israel then was, “Asshur shall not
save us; we will not ride upon horses; neither wal say any more to the work of our hands
ye are our gods, for in Thee the fatherless finaegincy.” Assyria (Asshur) and the help of
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horses from Egypt and the idols to which they twakéd in the day of their calamity all had
failed, and now they see how unbelieving they hadnb Many a strange wandering the
backslider may have, but it is a beautiful sightsez him returning weeping, and out of a
heart that has felt keenly the sin that has beemutied, making this wonderful confession —
“In Thee the fatherless findeth mercy.” For the diton of a child of God that has
backslidden may well make him feel that he is fAdss. But in this invitation He reminds
Israel of a covenant transaction, and this nowgsruns to the second point.

Il. — The reason assigned for the invitation — “foam married to you.” The closest
relationship that exists among men on earth —é¢laionship of marriage — is often referred
to in the Old and New Testament Scripture as tlaioaship which exists between the Lord
and His people. Under the figure of the marriageeoant Israel is spoken of as married to
the Lord, and her unfaithfulness to Him is compaeaddultery — spiritual whoredom. This
covenant which the Lord made with Israel in infntondescension implies as an essential
element in its true fulfilment, love to the Lord wientered into this relationship in His great
mercy. And true love to God implies love to His coandments, but Israel acted a feigned
part, and while she many a time professed much, Iggeher heart went after her lovers.
How often she went to Assyria and Egypt and theheganations from which she was too
ready to learn their ways, and worship their gddsbse who are married to the Lord should
never forget that it is required of them that theye the Lord. But this covenant relationship
requires for its true fulfilment not only love, babedience. The Lord is the head of His
church, and the members of that church owe Him isiipbbedience — an obedience that
makes for the highest interests and eternal wétigo®f the individual. It is the new
obedience of which the Shorter Catechism speakkisaone of the signs of repentance unto
life. It shows itself in an inward purpose of heatcompanied by an outward endeavour; and
this new obedience will seek conformity to His halyl as revealed in the Word of God, and
the more this is realised the more submissive éhever will be.

It is further implied in the relationship in whit¢he Lord stood to Israel, that she would
be faithful to Him. But this is the testimony ofetlh.ord concerning her: — “Surely as a wife
treacherously departeth from her husband, so haweslt treacherously with me, O house of
Israel.” Israel’s infidelity to her God became astl so outrageous that He gave her a bill of
divorce, and she became then the prey of the heathions, after whose gods she lusted.
When she saw idols of wood and stone, she bowed dothem and served them, and forgot
the Lord God who was her husband. And in Isragdisiteal whoredoms and treachery we
have a picture of the human heart. How powerfultlaeenfluences alluring us to the worship
of our idols, and how treacherous are our heantsl #though every believer knows, in a more
or less degree, that fidelity is required of himwhoften has he to lament that his idolatries
are the cause of his dispeace, and that the Losdjusily been displeased with him. It
remains now for us to consider: —

lll. — The gracious promises accompanying the ation — “I will take you one of a city,
and two of a family, and bring you to Zion; and illwive you pastors according to mine
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and usi@dading.” Israel’s sin was exceedingly
great, but the Lord’s mercy was abundantly suffiti® cover their transgressions when they
returned to Him. They had been scattered as a lpueist for their idolatries, but now He
promises them that though there be but one of timeancity He will bring them back from
the land of captivity; and with weeping and supgicns will they come, showing the
genuineness of their repentance. Their case may &gpeared hopeless, but when the Spirit
of the God of Israel began to work in the heartshef captives it moved them to tears, and
they returned to Him with supplications, sayinget®ld, we come unto Thee; for Thou art
the Lord our God.” And the Lord was to bring themzion — the Zion which they loved so
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well; for in the land of captivity, where they hutigeir harps upon the willow trees, they
gave expression to the feelings of their heartsi forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember theemy tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth; if | prefer not Jerusalem above my chief’johhey went away from Zion and the
worship of the God of Israel, but they were brougbkeping as they came; and how pleasant
would the tabernacles of His grace be to the petbpliecame back from captivity to Zion, the
city of their holy solemnities. There is nothingpassible with the Lord when He begins to
work. His Holy Spirit is omnipotent, and He can ©ba our idolatrous hearts and make us
fear the Lord God, and to weep for our sins in d&pgfrom Him. But the Lord is not only
to bring Israel back; He is to provide pastorsrafe heart to teach them knowledge and
understanding. Their teachers formerly had beeacherous; and between lying prophets
and priests who were chief in the trespass, it dbalve been a miracle if the people had not
been led astray. It may suit some to say thatcifiwch has sound principles that is the main
thing; but there is no use hiding from ourselvest thne of the greatest curses God sends
upon a church is to give treacherous persons fotdaehers, as, on the other hand, one of
His greatest blessings is to send pastors afterhd&ét who shall feed the people with
knowledge and understanding. Who can tell what restimable blessing Christ has
conferred upon a congregation when He gives a paftier His own heart — one jealous for
the honour and glory of the God of Israel; one whlb sanctify the Lord God in his own
heart, and before the people to whom he miniskéappy, indeed, are those his servants who
hear from his lips the words of wisdom that willilduwp the saints and edify the Church of
God. To such as these, who are in the secret mesd#nthe Most High, they will bear the
impress of the responsibility they feel as theyagdlevith their fellowmen to be reconciled to
God through Christ. Others may allow themselvesifie with matters that affect the eternal
destinies of their fellow-sinners, but they layhteart the words of the apostle, “Moreover, it
is required in stewards that a man be found fdithfthese pastors after God’s heart were to
feed the captives, who had returned, with knowleglgg understanding. And the beginning
of all true knowledge is the fear of the Lord. Amolwever useful human knowledge may be
in its own sphere, the true pastor after God’s thedr be desirous, above all things, that his
people be taught the fear of the Lord, which islibginning of heavenly knowledge. And he
will further teach them that to depart from evil ismderstanding. These instructions,
accompanied by the Holy Spirit, will make them thalt not be unfruitful. Thrice happy are
the people to whom God has given pastors after Hémrt, who are feeding them with
knowledge and understanding. It is such a provisisrthis that will make His saints shout

aloud for joy.
[December 1906]

Notes of a Sermon.
By the lateRev. D. MACDONALD, Shieldaig.

“The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righte runneth into it
and is safe.” — Proverbs 18:10.

THE Lord Jesus has many names in Holy Writ. When yeatian the names of warriors
and patriots, the great things which distinguishieeim, present themselves to the mind.
When you mention the name of the sun, you thinkisfbeauty, his light, his heat, that he
alone keeps the visible world in existence, and tighout him the world would come to
nought. In speaking of this “tower” which is Je€ilisrist, it may be remarked that when one
begins to make a building, he first draws the plEme plan of this “tower” was drawn in the
mind of God from all eternity, — Christ set apaot fthe salvation of His Church. The
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humanity of Christ is built upon the attributes@bd, the human nature being assumed by
the divine.

l. It is said that this tower istrong Christ was strong as God. It is the test thaius
upon any one that proves his strength. God is gttordefend His glory, His law and rights.
Some kings are imposed upon, and they have nogsitrén oppose their oppressors. Their
laws are disobeyed and their properties illegadlyen away. But that is not the case with
God; He is strong, being possessed of omnipotewepoAll other powers have received
their power from Him. When the old world rebelleghanst Him, and trampled upon His law,
He proved His strength by destroying them and swmegejhem away with the flood from the
face of the earth. He was strong in reducing ttiescof Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes.

Christ was strong in creating the world by the WofdHis power — when He called forth
the heavens, earth and sea, garnished the heaitbrgtits, and filled the earth and sea with
all kinds of creatures, and continues to regula&mt by His unerring wisdom. The planets
revolve upon the palms of His hands.

This tower is not only strong as God, but as mdrer& was no access to this tower for
sinners of mankind except by a human nature, artdesdivine nature had to come to borrow
materials from the human in order to accommodagehtiman race. The Lord prepared for
Him a body. This tower was tried in His human natand proved strong. He was besieged
by strong powers. All the powers of the world triedpull Him down, — kings, princes, and
the lower orders. Satan tried Christ, and instidia human powers against Him, but they
could make nothing of Him. They have tried ChrisHis people also. But still Christ in His
kingdom is increasing in strength. He must reifrali His enemies are made His footstool.

Death has a universal sway in this world, and powaerful king, but Christ is stronger
than he: He has deprived him of his power by r@sgathe dead to life. The grave has kept so
many under its sway, and is not yet satisfied, ®atist mocked its power, and rose after
conquering it. He has the keys of death and hedl, & the judgment day shall denude it of all
its power.

There are objects, to which your hearts warm, wyan hear their names mentioned, on
account of their excellence. The name of Christeisy sweet to a believer. Just as the sun
warms the earth, so does Christ cheer and kindlgitice of love in the heart. The sun brings
alive; so does Christ; it was He that imparted idehe believer. The sun gives heat; Christ
warms the heart with love to God and man. The swati by his light; Christ enlightens the
heart, preserves the soul from danger and leadghe right way on to glory. The sun makes
fruitful, Christ makes the souls of His people fful in love, faith, and self-denial. The sun
cheers when he rises, dispelling darkness; Chrestrs the heart, when He begins to shine in
the promise. The sun is full of light and cannotdeanty, but continues to give light on
account of the abundance that is in him. Chrisilisof all blessings, and continues to bestow
them abundantly upon His people, to perfect thepgmness for time and eternity. The sun
sometimes becomes eclipsed. Christ hides His fema His people, and leaves them in
darkness. When they commit sin, He frowns, chastiaed leaves them in darkness. As the
tears of repentance are shed, He breaks in agamthpm with the light of his countenance,
dispelling their darkness, and as a father comtogschildren, He comforts them, renewing
His love and giving them proofs of His close redaship to them, as was done to the prodigal
son. When He thus entertains them, their love aatitgde know no bounds.

There are other towers to which men flee that thay be saved from the wrath of God,
such as the works of the law. They substitute tfesehe work of Christ. They clothe
themselves with their own righteousness. But the dd God and the sword of justice shall
prove to them that this refuge is not a strong towaden they shall be taken out of it and
destroyed. Almsgiving, voluntary humility, attendinpon the means of grace, and partaking
of the sacraments are towers which sinners maker#gfage, but death shall pull them down
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to the ground, and their inmates shall be put ¢ostvord of God’s justice. Millions make a
strong tower of confession to the priest and ttimkt he can forgive their sins, when they
should confess their sins to God only in Chrisésne, who can alone forgive, and save us.
Episcopalians make a strong tower of baptism, bimk that they are renewed in it, and have
their sins washed away; circumcision availeth mghirhe Jews made a strong tower of the
patriarchs, who were a blessing in the Church éir tikay, but Christ must be the Saviour and
pattern of the believer. He has left us an exampl®llow Him. The Jews also laid great
stress upon circumcision. But all these towers @daneffectual to save a sinner. The Scribes
and Pharisees were very zealous following the ticadi of the fathers, so that they found
fault with Christ Himself. But O! what a weak towterprotect a soul from the punishment of
sin after death. Some under the gospel make it toeier or hope of heaven, that their
parents were pious. Absalom had a very pious faibavid, but he could not impart his own
good qualities to him. Piety is not hereditary, dndse that trust to the piety of parents or
relatives as a ground of their hope for eterni@glistind that the floods and storms shall rage
against their house, built upon the sand, andittsiiall have a tremendous fall at death. The
tower of Babel was strong, but it fell, and theltbeii's were confounded, as they attempted to
reach heaven with it. Everyone who attempts tolrdeaven with their building apart from
Christ as a foundation, shall be confounded athdéldte temple at Jerusalem was the most
magnificent in the world, but enemies have not &fstone of it. There have been many
towers in our land, but the rude hand of age hasidied them of their beauty and laid them
in ruins. There is no trace of their inmates. Bhti€l, the strong tower, can never be taken by
enemies, and those that have fled to Him for refiigee the time of Abel to this moment are
quite safe and perfectly happy within Him. Chriahaever become old; from everlasting to
everlasting He is the strength of His people, anal treasure house of blessings to make them
happy and blessed.

Il. “The righteous runneth into it and is safe.’l Ate dead in the first Adam. A dead man
is insensible of his danger. Do to him what yoweik he cannot flee. They must hear the
voice of the Son of man. Christ’s voice conveyswction of sin and light. Then the sinner
awakes as a dart of light enters the dungeon didast, and he finds himself in Satan’s arms,
condemned by the law of God, and void of God’s imdde sees how Satan was deceiving
him when tempting him to live in sin, pretendingle his friend, when tempting him to
gratify his lusts, so as to prepare him for helief he awakes to a sense of his danger, and he
begins to abhor sin, Satan, and foolish compani@hsist takes out the heart which was
hard, and a nest of serpents, evil spirits andsJumtd gives him a new heart. Seeing the
suitableness of Christ as a sacrifice dying inrth@@m, such souls flee to Him, and the face
of their hope is towards Him, and the face of thkoughts and affections. For what have
they fled to Him? They have fled for mercy and atbn — to secure shelter from the wrath
and curse of the law of God, to have their sinshwdsaway in Christ’s blood, to be clothed
with his righteousness, to become His members auwgtad children, to know Him and
worship Him, to enjoy His face and to be enrichetthwpiritual supplies out of His fulness.

Those who “run” to this refuge will not be asleepunconcern about their souls, or have
their souls absorbed in worldly objects. They d¢ mm slowly, but flee as for their very
lives. When “the avenger of blood” was pursuings fursued would require to flee with all
his might. A sight of the avenger and the sword idounake him flee. They flee with the
tears of repentance, with a broken heart, with mietkness, mourning their miseries. The
curse of the broken law and his officers took tHgnthe throat to be destroyed. They flee to
Christ to pay the debt and to set them free. Chat all free from condemnation who flee to
Him — Romans 8:1. They flee in order that theirsmance may have peace. They flee to be
washed in Christ’s blood, and take shelter in tloeiwds of the nails and the gash the spear
made in His side, that they may get peace frontéhers of the fiery wrath of God. Christ
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receives them with open arms and open breastslenwgsahem to drink of the water of life
freely, and they become united to Him, embracingHiy faith. As stones are quarried,
polished, and placed upon the foundation, so aievees whose hope is fixed upon Christ
and His finished work for time and eternity; theg guarried from their natural state through
the blasting of the fire of the law, and polishedthe Spirit — Ephesians 2:18. They are
united to Christ through faith, and cemented togeth love. The head of this tower is in
heaven, where His gracious presence is immediatglyyed by the Church triumphant. The
Church militant enjoys glimpses of His presenceehém the midst of storms and floods
blowing from hell, sin and the world, Christ in gbbme draws nigh, making the glory of His
power and love manifest in quelling the storms #oalds that threaten to drown them, as He
did to the disciples, when He came walking upon gba, giving them always additional
proofs of His love and affection towards them.

lll. The wicked will not flee to this tower. Beimdead in sins, they do not feel their need
of fleeing to Christ. When people are very fondtldir companions, and long with them,
they do not like to leave them and follow otheren\by nature are much taken up from their
infancy with the world, with the carnal mind and&@a Satan gives them plenty of pleasures
congenial to their carnal minds so as to keep them fleeing to Christ. But when death
comes, they shall regret their folly. When theyiarbkell they cannot flee to Christ.

“To-day, if you will hear his voice, harden not ychearts.” If you come, there is room in
this tower, and plenty of Joseph’s goods to makegamfortable. There was no room in the
Ark, when the flood came; there was no room inTtemple for the Gentiles, till the veil was
rent. There is room through the rent body of Chii$iere is an eternal feast going on in this
Temple; Christ is their food — His glory as God-mdime blessings they possess in His

company shall ravish their hearts with indescribgby.
[January 1907]

Notes of a Sermon.

By the lateRev. JOHN KENNEDY, D.D., Dingwall
(Hitherto Unpublished.)

“Yet have | set my King upon my holy hill of Zior* Psalm 2:6.

This Psalm is divided into four parts, each consysof three verses. In the first part we
see the heathen and the people, the kings of thk aad the rulers, rising in their rage
against the Lord and His anointed. In the secopfdears Jehovah sitting and treating with
derision the impotent wrath of men, and high oJetheir rebellious uprisings constituting
Messiah King upon His holy hill of Zion. In the tdj the King of Zion speaks from His
throne, declaring Jehovah’s decree announcing Hirbet the Son, and pointing to a day
when there was a manifestation of His eternal Spndthat day was the day of His actual
enthronement in human nature by His resurrectiah astension. He declares that He was
allowed to ask and would receive the heathen fariktieritance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth for His possession. And His power isiciefiit to secure this, for as “with a rod of
iron” He shall break them all and “dash them ircpelike a potter’'s vessel.” How terrible in
this aspect seems His reign! But let us not fotigat, as given to Him, they were all hostile,
actually in revolt. Nations, as such, shall be krokut of their form, and a reconstruction of
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their broken pieces shall take place, and as twithehls, by the word of His mouth shall He
break them in pieces, that He may heal all who wal finally be utterly destroyed. In the
fourth part, kings and judges are addressed. Theyabject to Jehovah's king who is the
Son, and they are called to serve the Lord andige His Son — His King. And they are
solemnly assured that if they refuse to submit tesdah, they shall utterly perish. How
fitting afinale to all this is the declaration, “Blessed are adltlthat put their trust in him!”

The text is at the beginning of the third partloé psalm, “Yet have | set my king upon
my holy hill of Zion.” In this announcement all whave God and His anointed must rejoice.
Over all who are rebelling against God, on eartt iarhell, is one set as king in whose hand
the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper. How sweevdoy lover of God ought the rest, given
by this assurance, to be! And to every lover of 8ids, how glad this announcement! When
he thinks of His divine glory as the eternal Samj @f His human nature subsisting in its
perfect beauty in His divine person, where butlanthrone would he wish to see Him? And
when he thinks of what He was in Bethlehem, in Metha on the hillsides of Judea,
shelterless and amidst the people despised andgogesl, of His agony in Gethsemane, and
His reproach before ungodly courts, and of the ghand agony of His death on Calvary, and
of His burial in the grave of Joseph, how well-eafloes the lover of Christ count His place
upon the throne! And the children of Zion must rggan their King. For them He reigns, and
amongst them He dwells. All His wisdom, grace, aoaver are pledged to make His reign
effective for their good, and let all who love thations be glad. True, they must join
trembling with their mirth as they think of the tkestion of rebellious men and peoples by
His rod of iron, but let them join mirth with theirembling, as they think of the time when all
nations shall yield to His sway as the Prince ohdee and the earth shall be filled with
knowledge and resound with His praise.

It is Jehovah who speaks in the text, Jehovah alieeF as representing the Godhead. It is
of His anointed He speaks — of the Son as Medi&ton. the Father constitutes King; He is
His King. All the reins of the divine government aneHis hands; and by divine appointment
and as associated with God, because Himself ditleeeigns. And He is set upon the hill of
Zion. That is God’s hill. It is a hill of holinesss it is set apart for the residence and service of
God. Messiah is King upon it, because it is plaseder Hiskingly protection and sway, and
because He dwells there as nowhere else in alfiétignions. The place is in Zion.

This is in Old Testament language the doctrineliug in such New Testament words
as “head over all things to the Church.” It is quitue that there is a peculiar relation to the
Church as His mystical body which Christ sustaisKang. But the visible Church is also
peculiarly related to His reign, as distinguisheaohf the world. The visible Church is the
organisation set up for the spiritual edifying aétody; it is a society in the midst of which
His spiritual people are, and separate from theldvby the common profession of its
members, as claiming to be the people of the Uorbehalf of the Church in that aspect of it,
He specially reigns, and in this mixed communibgre is a special presence of this King.
But while this is true, it is just as true that Hisminion extends beyond the Church. “All
power in heaven and earth is given” unto Him. Adtians are subjected to His sway. Kings
and rulers are required to submit to Him. All treevers of darkness are subject to Him. “All
things are put under Him.” And it is manifest tltats because He is King of Zion that this
universal dominion is given Him. He is “head oviitlings to the Church.” He hath “power
over all flesh” that He may “give eternal life te many as” the Father gave Him. It is to Him
who is set upon the hill of Zion kings and judges ealled to submit. It is the King of Zion
who is King of nations. And it is because He is &iof Zion, this universal government has
been given Him. True, this universal governmemiatiral and necessary to God. Apart from
the mediation of Messiah, there must have beengthvernment. But it is quite as true that
all this government has been given over to Messiabhds as mediator. As mediator the Son
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exercises this divine, natural, necessary goverhmoérall; and it is because He is the
mediatorial King of Zion, and in order to the flifient of God’s purposes bearing on His
Church, that this power is now given into His hands

We are therefore required to consider in conneatih the enthronement of Christ in
Zion: —

|. — How the Church stands related to this King;

Il. — How the kingdom of Christ in Zion stands tel to
the powers outside the Church.

|. — The Church is so related to this King, that,
first, she must be regulated solely by His will;
secondly, that she is specially under His protectamd
thirdly, that she may be honoured and benefitedgdadidened by His presence.

1. The will of Christ must be the law of the Churdh He is king by divine
appointment, and if He who is appointed King ofrZlee himself the Son, surely the Church
must take her laws from Him alone. This is sureiffisiently plain to require no proof. And
He has issued a statute book. The Bible is the ldoKis statutes, and the Church has
received it. She has access to an open Bible ichwall the laws of her King are clearly
revealed. She needs no directions beyond thoséhanécthere given her. At all times, and in
all circumstances, there is enough to guide h#rerScriptures.

And He can guide heraccording to His Word. The Church needs this gudarand
Christ can give it. By His Spirit, He can disposel &nable the Church to know and to walk
according to His mind in the Word. His glory as gidemands this. He must surely have the
power to make His reign efficient. Needs His Chueaght besides His Word and His
teaching in order to her work being regulated agiogy to His mind? What infidelity is at the
foundation of all Erastianism! Civil rulers clairhet control of the affairs of the Church, and
on what ground, except such as implies unbeli¢gh@nefficiency of Christ’'s government by
His Word and Spirit? Christ is ignored as King abiZ His laws are set aside as if without
authority, and the idea of His Spirit's power amdgence scouted and ignored.

2. The Church is specially under the wing of Histpction. O, were it not so, how long
would a Church survive on this earth! The presesfddis Church on earth is intolerable to
all that is in the world, and to all that is froralhon earth. It is only by ceasing to be what a
Church should be that she ever becomes toleralileetenemies of God and His anointed.
But under Christ’'s wings she can be protected. Haweh is being done by the great enemy,
sometimes as a roaring lion, at other times asmmelaof light! Sometimes he seeks to
devour, at other times to ensnare. Sometimes thig ep error, other times the spirit of
persecution, and again at other times the spirlicehtiousness, is at work. How could the
purity, the stedfastness, or even the existendbeoChurch be preserved, if Christ were not
King of Zion. If there is a Church on earth, itasly because of the reign of Him whom
Jehovah set as King upon His holy hill of Zion.

3. His presence in Zion may be enjoyed. Not all wheiarthe visible Church enjoy this
privilege, but all the true children of Zion do.lAtho were born of God in Zion, and have, in
the right of Christ, the status of citizens thede, enjoy the honour, the privilege, the
blessedness of His presence. He can by His Spsit,them; He can, by His Word and Spirit
make Himself known to them; He can speak to the@rts; He can bring them near to
Himself; He can cause them to embrace Him andrast in Him. He can delight them with
His beauty, constrain them with His love, guidenthy His light and truth. They have at
times such views of His glory as abase them bdfme at other times such impressions of
His Word as do them good; and at other times, tiagysing in His ways and in hope of His

glory.
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Il. — We must consider the relation of the kingdomChrist in Zion to the powers
outside. The very position of the text demands. iBis one side we see the people and their
rulers rising in rebellion against God and His Ghrand on the other side, we see nations
given over to His hand, smitten by His rod of irétow do He and His Church stand in
relation to these powers outside Zion?

1. What is Christ’s relation to the kingdoms oftinorld?
(2) It is such that they are subjected to His sway;

(2) That He is to exercise power over them with iawto the
fulfilment of God’s pleasure in reference to theu@in.

(1) Subject to His sway. “By him kings reign.” S@cin a certain sense, civil
government is founded on nature, according to trenal state of things, in relation to God,
there must be a civil government administered uiGtet, and were there no Mediator and no
Church there would be this. But while it is truattieivil government is thus of God as God,
all control of that government has been given toisEtas mediator, so that by Him “kings
reign and princes decree justice.” This authorgyMediator over kings and nations Christ
hath because He is King of Zion. To the MediatoowhKing of Zion they are all subject.

(2) He exercises His power over them with a viewh®fulfilment of God’s purposes
bearing on His Church. The effectual calling, tddieation and glorifying of His people, the
confusion of all their foes, and the manifestatiériHis own glory in and through all — these
are the ends to be answered by the exercise obktGhpower. Let these unquestionable
Scripture truths be kept carefully in view.

2. How stands the Church related to “the powers ltled’ to civil rulers? The relation
must be such that she ought not to be enslavednarad, but rather acknowledged and
aided. This is the important practical questionisTit the question of the times.

(1.) The Church must not be enslaved by civil miléder province is distinct from
theirs. Her work within that province is well defith Over her in that province there is but
one Head, the King of Zion, and in all her worksAVord must be the only rule. No power
hath a right to interfere between her and Christtis€ gave no such right. True, in civil
matters, the members of the Church are in subjet¢tidthe powers that be.” It is Popery to
claim exemption from this. And no power is qualifi® interfere. Is it likely that civil rulers
know better than the Church what the mind of Chsigtlf they have neither the right, nor the
qualification to interfere, on what ground can Eeagsm be justified? Just think of ungodly
men acting as patrons, pretending to know better the Church who are to be pastors of the
flock. And think of a conclave of judges, who magvar have spent one earnest hour in
studying the Word of God, controlling and reversithg action of the Church in spiritual
matters.

(2.) The Church must not be ignored. Civil rulers aot to act as if the Church had
no existence, as if they had only to let it alofbis is very evident from their relations to
Christ and to each other under Him, from the dilirganctioned conduct of civil rulers in
days of old, and from the prophecies of God’s Wmedring on the Church and civil rulers in
the New Testament times.

(1) From their relation to Christ. Both are undebjsction to Him. From Him the
Church derives its functions as “the pillar anduy@ of the truth,” and its power of “the
keys.” As already stated, by Him “kings reign anthges decree justice.” The right of
government over the nations, wherewith Christ iegted, He hath, because He is King of
Zion, and He hath, in order to Zion’s protectiordgmosperity. Is it likely that He would
delegate power to civil rulers, that can be leggtiely employed without reference to the
Church, or in a way that practically ignores itsseance? Christ's own mediatorial kingdom
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over the nations, He hath, with a view to the Chisreveal, and is the power He confers to
be used with no bearing on that end? It is monsttosuppose this.

(2) From their relation to each other. They areasafe and distinct, but they are at
any rate neighbours. The Church is a benefit tondien, and apart from its influence on
their views and habits, there is no guarantee fogta social condition of the people. The
nation must owe much to the Church. And is thereemo acknowledgment of this? Is there
to be no return for this boon? The Church, by daisgvork within its own sphere, proves a
blessing to the nation, and shall not civil rulasting within their own sphere, reciprocate?
Their very neighbourhood, as well as their delegato consider above all the honour of
Christ in the prosperity of His Church, lays thender obligation to see to it that the Church
is acknowledged and supported.

(3) There was a divinely sanctioned acknowledgnaérthe Church by civil rulers
in Old Testament times. There was nothing theménrelation of Church and State to Christ
to make their mutual obligations exceptional antigerary. Their several provinces were
distinct as now. The king who ventured then to He priest's work was smitten with
judgment, and yet so was the king who refused tmtsmance and aid the Church.

(4) The Word expressly declares that “the natiot kingdom that will not serve”
the New Testament Church “shall perish” — IsaiahlB0 Not “the nation” only, as if it
referred only to the conduct of the people, buke“tingdom” also, referring to the civil
government. This, of course, is no warrant forpghetensions of Popery, claiming as it does
for the Church the government of the nations, bdbes declare the certain destruction of all
peoples and governments that shall not counteramat@id the Church. And the idea of “the
earth helping the woman” is not an Old Testameetroerely.

The New Testament directions as to the mode of@tipg a gospel ministry furnish no
argument against a State endowment of the Churbb. géneral condition of the New
Testament Church made such directions seasonatnlenaany circumstances the free-will
offerings of the members of the Church ought todmpiired and used. And the abuse of this,
which has been so often made, furnishes anothtmioes of the contempt that has nowadays
been shown towards Old Testament teaching. All thatot expressly abrogated in the
authorised practices of Churches and nations is déypld, is, and must be, still binding. To
desiderate express sanction in the New Testameratlfthat would be regarded as binding
on the conscience is to cast contempt on the Sceptof the Old Testament, and utterly to
repudiate their authority.

Such | hold to be the doctriné this Psalm regarding the reign of Christ in Zaowd over
the nations, and such | hold the testimony of oburCh to be. It is because | regard it as
Scriptural that | care to hold it. | believe thiahas been given to our Church by the Lord, and
that, as to a Church of old, so to her, He saitigld that fast which thou hast that no man
take thy crown.” The Lord, in the light of His Wqrdnd by the working of His providence,
defined the position He assigned to our Church843l It lies between that of a Church
which consents to be enslaved, and a Church wletilses to be established. To move
towards either side is to abandon the post whichbeen assigned to her. So long as the

Established Church is under the accursed yoke wbmeage[This sermon was preached before the
abolition of Patronage in the Established Churchi about the beginning of the old Union negotiatiovith the U.P.

church.} and so long as she refuses to assert her rigdgitibual independence, and until that
right is conceded by the State, union with the ldsthed Church is an unlawful alliance. Nor
is it a call from heaven that invites her to thieestside.

True, her main testimony was that on behalf oftrighspiritual independence. But what
was the nature and form of that claim? Did the Chuwoncede that she must receive her
right to that independence of civil control, frohetState? Verily no; she maintained that her
right was given her by her glorious King. She itesisthat whether the civil rulers of this
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country acknowledged or disallowed it, it was aeders from Him by whom all kings
reign and princes decree justice. Did she clairfmftbem the right to act in loyalty to Christ,
in the face of all the trials which she might haweendure? Verily no; this she had as made
free by Christ, and this she could have in spitalbthe powers in earth and hell. This had
Daniel in the lions’ den as surely as when a princthne palace of the king. The right to act
according to conscience no power could deprivedfieand the resolution so to act in the
face of all opposition only the grace of God coglde her. But what she claimed was the
right of exemption from all interference with harile acting according to the will of Christ
within her own province. This she claimed on theugid of her being a Church of Christ,
constituted by Him to do His work, according to Hisvs on earth. She demanded to be
acknowledged by the State as a Church of Christusxely occupying the spiritual
province, and therefore entitled to do the willG¥frist within that sphere.

And she claimed this in terms of a special settl@nbetween the State and the Church in
Scotland. She acknowledged the lawfulness of sugbngpact as had been formerly entered
to, and of an alliance, according to such a compzattveen the Church and the State. Her
very position was an acknowledgment of this. Slewwined and refused any alliance that
would enslave her, but she claimed, in the nantéhoist, and in terms of previous compact,
such an alliance as would consist with libertydbaccording to the will of Christ.

Is it lawful to abandon that position? Has not Glurch a testimony to raise in behalf of
Christ’'s supremacy before the State, as well dsetamwn members? Does not the honour of
Christ demand this? Can she do so, if she occupeesame platform with those who will
allow no statutory acknowledgment of the Church eepidiate all aid from the State? Is she
to cease to tell the rulers that it is a sin nosopport, without enslaving the Church of
Christ? Was she once entitled to do so, and haKingrnow called her to be silent? What
was duty in 1843 is duty now. Is there less done ti@an then to the dishonour of Christ? Is
Christ less worthy now than then of all that waasraked in His name? If we think not so, let
us hold fast our testimony. He is, | fear, comiagettle long-standing controversies with our
guilty land. We have had our period of quiet. Notd did such a respite ever last. The
nations are waxing wanton in their forgetfulnessGifrist's supremacy. Nor is ours an
exception. Our rest may soon be broken. The chateels may as yet be unheard, and the
glare of the flame of His anger may as yet be umsBat judgment’s visits take individuals
and nations by surprise. Blessed, in prospect d@fiBis morrow, is the Church or the
individual found faithful when He cometh!

“There is a great talk nowadays of union,” Spurgsays in a recent sermon. “The walls
of the various Churches are to be broken down,thaddenominations are to be blended.
Think not of it in such a fashion; the only unioosgible or desirable is that we all unite to sit
at Jesus’ feet. It is not allowable that we concede truth, and you, another. That is not
Christian charity, but common treason to Christ. Mé®e no right to yield an atom of the
truth of God, under the pretence of charity. Tnstlmo property of ours; we are only God’s
stewards, and it behoves us to be faithful to nustt Neither one Church nor another has any
right to abate its testimony one jot, if it be truBo alter the statute-book of Christ is

blasphemy.”
[February 1907]
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Notes of a Sermon.

By the lateRev. LACHLAN M‘PHERSON East Williams, Ontario, Canada.

[Mr. M‘Pherson was one of the two ministers whotpsted against the Union of the Churches in Caimatla75.
— See Magazine, December, 1902, and November, 19@3:]

“And this is the condemnation, that light is com#ithe world, and men loved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds were evilbhn 3:19

The greatest wonder that ever was heard of is-thist light should ever have come into
this dark world. This is the greatest mercy that world could ask for — the greatest good
that could be done to it — and yet this is theghwinich the world feels least thankful for, the
thing which, more than anything else, it lightlytessms. This is proof enough of the world’s
badness, and also sufficiently shows the justnegs condemnation.

I. — This world is in a wretched and deplorabldestay nature
—itis indarkness;

[l. — The light that has come into it, to remowedarkness;

[ll. — The choice men make between the two — they love
darkness rather than light.

IV. — Theconsequence condemnation.

|. — The world’s sad state by nature is darknegg datural sun is the source of life and
happiness to the world. What a sad thing woulc itdothe world, if by some accident it were
turned out of its orbit, and made to wander awayohd the reach of the sun’s rays! But
quite as sad is the thing that has happened moaitspiritual sense. Sin has turned it out of its
spiritual orbit, and sent it away from God, its Samd made it to wander in thick and
interminable darkness. What has happened to th&viorthis case is not much felt nor
deplored by the great majority of men, just becahgeis itself one of the effects produced
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by its apostacy. O what sad work has sin doneamibrld! Its state is represented by a being
in darkness, and the metaphor suits the case feell, is a world without a sunMen are in
their natural state, sitting in darkness, and ia thgion and shadow of death, and are
“without hope and without God in the world.”

The world’s darkness is fourfold —

(1) The darkness @iin;

(2) the darkness afnorance;

(3) the darkness djuilt; and

(4) the darkness a@ternal damnation.

(1) The darkness dfin. Sin is the original darkness from which all thbest spring.
Darkness is its proper name. It defiles and darkemsoul. Its works are called the “works of
darkness.” And the world is completely under itsvpn They are its slaves — “serving divers
lusts and pleasures” — “fulfilling the lusts of tikesh and of the mind,” Sin reigns in them as
a king. The natural man knows notdi anything but sin. He is led to it willingly. Higture
teaches him the art of sinning. O, what sort afeai$ this to an immortal soul!

(2) The darkness afgnorance.The god of this world hath blinded their eyes — 2
Corinthians 4. They know not what they lost — knoot what they are — know not the way
back to God. The world are utter strangers to Gagteping like men in the dark. This
ignorance makes it easy for them to commit sin, suadtes them willing to continue in its
service, and content to be without God.

(3) The darkness djuilt. The world is under sentence of death — in prissnit were.
God's favour is not towards them. His countenaraesdcot shine upon them. A condemned
state is a dark state. Itis a dark prospect teatdefore it.

(4) The darkness oéternal damnation.This is theend of the world. This is the
inheritance to which the sinner is born, and amsa® he is of age he shall come to it.
“Children of wrath” — “condemned already,” Thistie perfection of the world’s darkness —
the “blackness of darkness forever.”

This is the world’s deplorable condition, the da&s in which it lies by nature. O what
need of the light, and what a blessing it wouldibi¢,should come! But —

Il. — “Light is come into the world.” —

(1) Let us consider what it is;
(2) how it came; and
(3) why it came.

(1) What it is—"The bright and morning star,” the Sun of Rightsoess — Christ, who
is the brightness of His Father’s glory, the expriesage of His person. He is a great light.
The people that sat in darkness saw a great lighglerious sun, sufficient to enlighten the
whole world. He is strictly this light. “I am theght of the world.” “The true light that
lighteth every man that cometh into the world —rJ@t9. Butthe Gospeis also meant, which
brings the offers of salvation to sinners and shtiesn the way to eternal life. It is through
the Gospel that sinners come to see. It is caitgd + “the light of the glorious Gospel of
Christ” — 2 Corinthians 4.

(2) How it cameThe light came out from free grace — free grace geA purpose of
grace from eternity brought it forth. It was purensy to the world that this glorious light
should ever shine upon it. God had compassion envtirld; He so loved it that He sent this
light into it.

(3) Why it cameTo save the world. “God sent not his Son into the dadol condemn
the world, but that the world through him mightdseved” — verse 17 hat the world might
be delivered from itslarknessthat sinners might come unto it, and be led to @uodl eternal
life.
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Now, put these three together and you have the {igit came into the world — Christ,
free grace, and eternal life. This is the light thl@ines in the world. Surely now men shall be
saved.

lll. — The choicemen make between the two. What would any one thirtkthat there
was no room left for a choice. Their own miseradibte would say this. The preciousness of
the blessing itself, and the peculiar way in whichame — as the free, rich, and sovereign
mercy of God — would all say there is but one thimge done, that is, to welcome and accept
of the light. But, O wretched world, unworthy ofcsuan offer, and deserving to be left to its
darkness and perish forever, that knows not theofltg merciful visitation, but desires to be
let alone, and despises the remedy that free gnaseded and sent unto it! “But men loved
darkness rather than light.” This was not simplyking the best of a hard condition, but a
testimony to their entire satisfaction with it. bigand darkness are put in competition, and
the sinner gives his deliberate vote which of the he thinks the better. And he does not
thus give his vote simply as a judge, who has herotoncern in the matter than to give his
opinion, but he does so as one who is making acelfor himself. Hdovesdarkness. It is no
mistake, undesigned on his part, and falling ordgugh inadventure; but he takes up with the
thing that he has a liking to, and takes up wijlst onthat account- for heloves it.

Men loving darkness rather than light! Who will owims charge? | dare say the most of
you deny it: it is too disreputable a thing to ovBut it is nevertheless true of the most of
you — yea, of every one of you, young and old, van@ not in Christ Jesus, and thereby
become new creatures. And as | bring this chargeagyou, | will endeavour to prove it.

(1) Men flee from conviction of sin. They are tréedh when the light gets into their
conscience and begins to discover to them thingy thould rather not see. The sinner
always tries to get rid of convictions. He triesstnother them and blow out the light. He will
endeavour either to reason them away or forget tidamy are the means which are made
use of for this purpose. Some go to the bowl, ath@rcompany and amusement, and others
to their farms and their trade, to drown or driveag their convictions. And why? What harm
will these convictions do to them? Why, no harnthie world, but rather much good, if they
would only listen to their voice and forsake thairs. But this they are not willing to do, and
therefore they hate conviction, because it makesithneasy in their sinful courses. There is
no clearer proof in the world that a man loves than that he will continue in it even when
his own conscience reproves him for it, and wains &f the sad consequences of it. And
rather than be thus staggered in his evil coursayduld rather his conscience had no eyes;
and accordingly he tries to blind it. There is nitness that has so much power to convince a
man as his own conscience. He may have somethisgytto our withesses in defence of his
practices, but this witness shuts his mouth, andammot stand to hear it. He must stop its
mouth from saying anything — he must put it froneang — for he cannot contradict nor
disprove what it testifies.

Ah! how often do men shut their eyes against tghtliThey don't like to know what
they should do. They try not to know it, and thewuse themselves with their not knowing
it. They are all the time afraid that some one well them of it, and they feel but little
obliged to the person who informs them, or poinis to them, their duty. Now, is not this
true? | put the question to your consciences —ctnscience of every one of you. Is it not
true that you resist the light in your own consces? Most of you very likely had some
convictions of conscience, more or less, at somme tr other; but you got the voice of
conscience silenced, and you are yet continuirterold courses. Is it not true that you shut
your eyes against the light, and try to be ignonyour duty, so that it may give you no
trouble? Is it not true that when you find the reiar coming too close on your sins, you feel
uneasy, and, like the woman of Samaria, would ke he would break off and speak of
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something else? Is it not true then that yoe to be in the dark? And O, why? Can you
answer that? The text answers it for you, and moreectly than most of you are disposed to
do. It is because your deeds are evil. You love gmsmore than yousouls

(2) Men usually hate those who reprove them foir thi@s. It is not because they are
able to disprove what they say, but rather becthesgknow what they say is true; and they
love their own evil course so well that they hdie man that would stop them in it. If you
loved the light and your own souls, you would estégm as a real friend who would reprove
you for what he saw in you that was sinful. Johmpti& reproved Herod for his sin, but
Herod only hated John for this, because he knew Wdten said was true; but he loved his sin
too much to forsake it. Ahab hated Micaiah formikir reason, and the false prophets of old
were esteemed and praised by many because thésrdthtthem in their sins. So now,
flatterers are esteemed while faithful reprovess laated and evil spoken of, just “because
men love darkness rather than light.”

(3) Men, for the most part, care not about heatimegGospel. This, as we have said, is
the light. It is by it, instrumentally, that meneasaved. But O, how many in this place
scarcely ever come to hear it! Does not this ewiddahat they love the darkness rather than
the light? And many who do hear it only come oamaalily, when the weather is fine and the
roads are good. When the Sabbath comes it putdgpenpmaking their choice; and O, how
clear is it that those love the darkness rathem the light, who prefer to spend the day at
home in sloth and idleness and in idle companyalspg about the world and worldly things,
instead of coming to hear the Gospel! But therenamay of the regular hearers of the Gospel
to whom it is more a weariness than a pleasurewdiude hearts were never moved by it. It
is called glad tidings, but to them it is dry, ueiresting tidings. They have nothing of that
peculiar desire for it that the true people of Gade. The same thing is true of the written
Word. It is a book that is little read by the gexatumber of people. All this goes to prove
that men love darkness rather than light.

(4) Men, for the most part, have a particular #eslto personal dealing’s with God.
“Draw nigh unto God, and he will draw nigh unto yeuJames 4:8. The most of people are
strangers to prayer, to confession of sin, &c. Noan you say that you love God when you
never pray to Him? Some of you never prayed in yibetime, and yet | dare say you would
say you love God. You are strangers to Him, and desire to continue strangers, which is
proof enough — were there nothing more — that yanitdove Him. Ah! no, you do not, for
you have another object you love, and that is des&nO, think what is it that you love —
“darkness!” You love chains — sin — blindness —ildédell? But you don’t love hell. Ah! no.
The devil does not put that in — he does not @l o love hell — he does not offer this to you
at all; for he knows this will follow the rest. Bae offers what he knows you love — sin,
darkness. But althoudte does not offer hell to you, yet God will offer &nd oblige you to
take it, willing or unwilling.

Notice excuses and objections, &c.

(1) Why sinners are not saved. The sinner saysuseche can't believe — a decree is
against him — can’t transform himself — it was gwen him — he got ngrace,&c.

Answer. No; we will bring you to the text, and hgldu there. Hear it — “This is the
condemnation.” What? Decree? No; but “loved darkmagher than light.” Did you try? You
got talents. What did you do with them? Did youagoyou could?

(2) Where to put thdight. Sinner says, “In the Bible.” But it must come regafThen
put it in thehead” But no; that won’t do. God says theart.Here the sinner objects out and
out. And why? The heart is the devil's den. Thexedigns, and carries on his own work, and
he cares not as long as the “light” comes no ndarerthan the head. The heart is sin’s den.
All abominations are therdarknessis there, therefore the light musbt come there. Ah!
there are many who have much light in their head® are yet loving darkness as much as
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though they had no light. The sinner would say tw GO, trouble me not either with the
light or with hell, and then I'll be content.”

IV. — Theconsequencef the choice sinners make’‘condemnation.” How?

(1) Because this blessing was vouchsafed to thee V@ab passed by the angels that
kept not their first state. He made a distincti@tween you and them, while He might have
left you to perish, as He did in their case. Yoomaemnation is therefore greater than theirs.

(2) Because without the light you could h& saved, although you were willing and
should try. There is a difference between our signin despair and our sinning when a door
of escape is opened up. There might be some kirat@fse for the former in this, that there
was no inducement for them to love anything elsedawkness, because their condition was
eternally fixed, and nothing could alter it. Butdim when there is hope, is to sin in defiance
of mercy as well as judgment, and the light comirtg the world takes away every shadow
of excuse that otherwise sinners might have. Theyhareupon condemned, not so much
because they had been sinners, as because thesedespd neglected the light. Besides, this
decides for ever the question of the sinner’s enmitGod. This shows his determination to
continue a rebel, and to despise the means of céiztion.

(3) Because of thaature of the light, which enhances the value of it beyall
reckoning, and makes it the most precious thing®wa could offer. It is Christ, Free Grace,
and Eternal Life! How shall we escape if we negiergreat salvation.”

(4) Because the Gospel has come to you. You miglm Ignorance of all that God has
done for sinners. You might not hear that light eanto the world, as is the case with many
of Adam’s race. But God sent you the Gospel, amglisithe condemnation, that you love the
darkness notwithstanding.

And now what say you to it? This light has comey¢m to-day. An offered Christ, an
offered salvation, and eternal blessedness, antthialthrough free grace, are set before you
for your acceptance. Will you go away declaringt thau will still remain as you are, the
servants of sin, and the children of wrath? Are yeaolved to keep your backs turned upon
Christ? And is this the answer that we must briagkh that you would have nothing to do
with Him? If so, then know it, that the Gospelhg tsaddest thing for you that can be. It were
better for you that you never heard it. O, the timeoming when you will curse the day that
ever you heard the Gospel! Yes, the infidels ofd,adbe carnal, worldly professors of Lobo,
and the self-righteous Pharisees of Lobo will culeeday that they heard the Gospel, and
you will count them happy who never had the hagsra knowing that light came into the
world.

Let me plead with you before we part, touching thetter, old men and old women, and
young men and maidens too. What are your thoudiasatat? What was your purpose this
morning about it when you made up your mind to camehurch? Did you then make up
your minds that you would this day come out to hkarGospel in order that you might come
into the light and cease from henceforth to lovedhrkness? Was this your purpose and your
business in coming here to-day? Or is it not ratherreverse? You came, it is true, to hear
the Gospel, but with no intention to obey it. Yante with your minds made up to remain in
darkness, and therefore the Gospel is but a snatento you — a thing with which you have
no thought of having to do. O, how long shall intoue thus with you! What is it that
makes you to hate the light? What is your reasom&d coming unto it? If you only once
came, you would be repenting all the rest of yafetiilne that you had not come sooner. Is
not light preferable to darkness, life to deathaven to hell? What is there in the darkness
that comforts you? You say, “It pleases ourselass| that is the comfort we desire.” Well,
allowing that you have this comfort of which yoweag, yet let me ask you, “Will it comfort
you when the darkness of death comes; when thathstimow shineso pleasantly over you
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shall shine on you no more; and this world, with & pleasures, temptations and
allurements, with which it deceives you, shall pai adieu?” It will be dark then, O sinner,
when you must part with all you know and love ir thorld, and with the world itself too.
What comfort will the darkness afford you then? Amdl it comfort you when the shadows
of the everlasting evening shall stretch themsebxas you, and the blackness of darkness
forever shall close in upon you? Oh, Christ is os \May, and His appearance will be terrible
to you who love darkness. Prepare yourselves td kiiee, for meet Him you must, once at
least, that you may see Him who is the “Light o tlorld,” and know and be convinced
whether you have done wisely in preferring the dags to Him. “Behold, he cometh with
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and theywiltsch pierced him; and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of him” — Revelation E@r “He shall be revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking \g@ance on them that know not God, and
obey not the gospel or our Lord Jesus Christ” -h@sBalonians 1:7,8.

O how can you then look Him in the face, high aftéd up on His great white throne,
and come to be glorified in His saints and admiredll them that believe! — verse 10. You
will then be ashamed to think that this is the perthat you so much despised. Oh! you will
say, “We never thought that Christ was so excellepérson, and that those who obeyed the
Gospel should have so rich a reward. Alas! whaehag done, wretched creatures that we
are, that could have chosen darkness rather thast'Gh Christ, we will come to Thee now;
we will believe Thee now, and will never more lodarkness.” But no; you have said to
Christ — “Depart from us, for we desire not the Wiexige of thy ways”; and He will now say
unto you, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into evenhasfire; ye loved darkness, and therefore

unto the blackness of darkness forever ye shdll go.
[March 1907]
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A Sermon.

By theREv. D. MACFARLANE, Dingwall.

Preached on Sabbath Evening, 30th September, 1906.
(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“Let us go forth therefore unto him without the garbearing his reproach. For here
we have no continuing city, but we seek one to ¢ontdebrews 3:13-14.

The preceding verse was the subject of our diseothis afternoon, and there is an
intimate connection between that verse and whahawe in these two verses. In the 12th
verse we have an account of what Jesus did in grelence to the ceremonial law. He
“suffered without the gate;” and the design of Higferings was that He might “sanctify”
His people — save them from sin. That was one gezston why Christ came into the world
and died. There was no way of sanctifying sinnestsily the blood of Him who was God-
man. The blood of bulls and of goats could not takey sins. Even although men were to
shed their own blood it would be of no avail instmnatter. Even although a perfectly holy
man were to shed his blood it would not sanctifgiregle sinner. This required the blood
which is called the blood of God: for we read t@atd “purchased the Church with his own
blood;” and the blood which Christ shed belongedsmd, inasmuch as He assumed our
nature, and united it to His own divine person.

In these words we have three things to consider: —

l. — The duty here enjoined: — “Let us go forthaihtm without the camp.”

Il. — The reasons the apostle annexes to this .

lll. — Those who comply with this command or exlatidn of Christ's shall
have to bear His reproach, and they will do itiwgly.

l. — The duty enjoined here: — “Let us go forthréfere unto him without the camp.” You
will observe that the drift of the apostle throughthis epistle is to draw people away from
Judaism, or the way of serving God which was intdd in the wilderness. He wishes to call
them away from those types and shadows to Jesust @hd to His service as set forth in the
Christian Church. This is the scope of the wholistégy and unless we keep this in view, we
cannot understand exactly what the apostle meangobyg forth without the camp. In
speaking of the camp here, he has in view the dartipe wilderness, where the children of
Israel encamped when brought out of Egypt. It wésrge camp, the number of the people
being so great that it would occupy miles of spafiee temple service, as afterwards
observed, was of the same nature as that whichcaagucted in the wilderness, the only
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difference being as to place, the one being invillderness and the other in the land of
Canaan. And, substituting the temple for the tadbelm the apostle exhorts, and that in the
name of God Himself, the Hebrews to go outsidet¢neple, or in other words, to leave that
Church state which God set up at Mount Sinai, ahithvserved its time, for Christ Himself
had now come, and had cried “It is finished” — tlchgs had passed away, behold, all things
were made new. This explanation is necessary ierditat we may understand what the
apostle means when he exhorts the Hebrews to ffo doto Jesus with out the camp. They
were to leave the camp, and to receive Jesus, amwthey would find everything that was
needful. They were to sustain no loss by leavirgdhmp or the temple behind them, but
they were to gain much — very much. If you findukesny friends, you are great gainers, no
matter what you may leave behind you for His sake.

But we shall say a few words on what is impliedhat temple or camp. In it there was
the priesthood set up by God when He gave the taMaunt Sinai. There was a whole tribe
— that of Levi — set apart to minister to God a #itar. Those were to be His ministers in
offering up sacrifices, and they were to act a@ sf mediators between God and the
people: and they were thus a type of Him who isglbeious Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ.
The services set up, the ceremonies performedeaad/thing about the worship of God at
that time were significant of things to come; as #postle says in the 9th chapter of this
epistle, that Christ was come as an High Priegbofl things to come. There were then those
who stood as mediators between God and the pdmpien a typical sense only, and in no
other. For as there is but one God, so there isheitmediator between God and men — Jesus
Christ. The apostle Paul takes care to point thiswhen he says that Christ was the angel
who led the people in the wilderness. Christ wasrttk; Christ was the great leader. From
the first revelation of God’s scheme of salvati@yrist was the only Mediator, but at that
time, in order to educate people in the knowled€lrist’'s mediation, there were typical
mediators set up, and those taught of God might Jeand did learn, a great deal by means of
those typical mediators. Not only were there psieéstoffer up sacrifices, but there were also
bloody sacrifices to be offered up, for “"withoutet shedding of blood” there could be “no
remission of sins.” It was blood alone that couldka atonement, and although at that time
the blood of irrational creatures could not malenament for sin, still it taught the people to
look forward to Him who was to come, and to shed éivn blood to make atonement. Thus
the ceremonial law was full of instruction, angvés also a manifest token of God'’s favour to
the people, for by it the gospel was preachedemilas the apostle says in the 4th chapter of
this epistle — the gospel was preached unto themelss unto us.

There was but one gospel from the beginning. théssame gospel we have now as they
had in the wilderness and in the land of Canaathertabernacle and in the temple, with this
difference, that the revelation under the New Trastat is much clearer and more easily
understood than that which was given under thec#pidispensation. Although the
ceremonial law was abrogated by the death of Chihiat is, as to its observance, still it is not
abrogated in the sense that it is of no use taowus Mhough we are not to observe that law, it
is left in the Bible for our instruction. We havetnonly one but two revelations of the
covenant of grace. We have the old and we haven¢le which is the complement of the
old. We can look back and read the gospel concgithi@ Lord Jesus Christ more clearly, so
that our privileges are much greater than wereeltudgshe people under the ceremonial law.
You have your Bible with these things containedha books of Moses. Read it, and seek
that the Holy Spirit would anoint your eyes so that may behold Christ, as the saints of old
saw Him before He came in the flesh and finishedwbrk His Father gave Him to do. Then
turn from that to the words of the gospel. Inclymair ear and hear His own voice declaring,
“The Son of man is come to seek and to save thathawas lost.” Woe unto us, my friends,
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if we perish in our sins, neglecting the great aabn while we have these two lights, the
light of the ceremonial law, and the light of thesgel shining around us!

We are to leave behind us, not only the priests séreed at the altar, and the sacrifices —
for there is but one Priest now, the Lord JesussGhihere are no sacrifices now but His — we
are also to leave behind us the mode of worshiprebkd in the tabernacle and the temple.

If you lived in the days of Solomon, and entered temple, you would notice the
greatest difference between the way in which werstas conducted then and the way it is
now, or ought to be, in the simplicity of the golspé the door of the temple you would see
the laver, a vessel containing water, in which phiests when they entered washed their
hands and their feet before they dared to take ipattie service, for holiness became the
house of God; and then to remind them of the fafolyhich they themselves were conscious,
being taught of God, that everything they did wasgted with sin, they must not leave the
temple without again washing their hands and ttesit. There was great instruction in these
things. Well, we are to go forth from that and camehe blood of Jesus. That blood is still
set before us, and before we begin worship we mash and be clean.” We may wash our
hands in innocence and surround God’s altar; anénwive are conscious of our
imperfections in our endeavours to serve God, wg bedore we leave God’s house, wash
ourselves in the blood of Jesus, and come to Gtdtive prayer of the psalmist, “Purge me
with hyssop and | shall be clean; wash me, ankdll §e whiter than snow.” Ah, my friends,
what are we doing with the provision which God méateus in the blood of Jesus? Why do
we live for one moment under the guilt of sin, amdler the sinfulness of our imperfections
in holy things? Why not come to the blood of Jesusnce and be delivered from all these
evils?

As you passed the laver there would meet you aehratar, upon which fire was
kindled, and the beast, slain to make atonemerd,bmant. You must leave that behind you
too, for that was only a type of the sacrifice d¢friSt; and we read that He, by one sacrifice,
made for ever perfect them that are sanctifiedyds proceeded to walk through the temple
you would find another altar. After passing througé first tabernacle you would find at the
door of the Most Holy a golden altar, upon whicltense was burning, in the smoke of
which the High Priest was to go into the presenc@&ad in the Most Holy place with the
blood of the sacrifice, which he was to sprinkleesetimes on the altar, signifying that
atonement was made by blood. This was done iniaealypense at that time, but in due time
atonement was to be accomplished by Jesus Chitst,was to shed His own blood, and
thereby — as the Apostle tells us here — He sattilis people. You are to leave behind you
even this golden altar and the burning of incell$e.know there are many in our day who
profess to worship God, and yet they have nevee geithout the camp. They still burn
incense. If you have read — and if not, you oughetad — what is taking place in the Church
of England, you will see that many unscripturadsitire being introduced into it, such as the
burning of incense and the sacrificing of ChristjfaHe had not died at all. Well, those who
do such things never went forth without the camp.

But you would notice another thing in the templea—golden candlestick with six
branches, the stem of the candlestick making tliergl, which number signifies perfection;
and this lamp signified the light that God givesHis Church. This light He gives in two
ways:

(1) By the revelation of His Word. As we have sdbeye were seven branches, which
signifies perfection, so the revelation which He lgaven of Himself in Scripture is perfect;
there is no defect in it.

(2) By the work of the Holy Spirit in enlightenirige souls of men in the knowledge of
Christ and of divine things. The Spirit is all-gaiént for this work. It is not merely the aid of
the Spirit that is required, as Arminians teactonfithe time in which the soul is quickened
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to life, and awakened out of its spiritual slumlibe work of the Spirit is required. Yes, from
the very beginning of the good work until the sasll made perfect in holiness, and
immediately passes into glory at death. By denyimg a defect is imputed to the Holy
Ghost, who is equal with the Father in wisdom, powad glory.

You would again observe in the temple the soundintgumpets and the praising of God
by instruments. We are also to leave that behincgnd we are to go to Jesus Christ, whose
word is the perfect rule of faith and practice, amel are to look to the Holy Spirit as all-
sufficient. There are very few churches in Scotjdadgland, or Ireland now which do not
use instruments — dead instruments — to praise f@sdas there are many who light candles
during the day for religious purposes, not becaliselay is dark, but just because they refuse
to comply with what God commands here. Why? Theyehaever gone forth to Jesus
without the camp; for if they had, what then is theaning of what the apostle exhorts the
Hebrews to here? And yet they tell us at the same that religion never was so prosperous
as it is now. Ah, how infatuated such men are! Whdelusion they are under to think they
have gone such a length after Jesus, whereas #weyrfot moved a step outside the camp —
not a foot from the state in which they were byunat The Jews are less guilty for clinging to
these things, for they were accustomed to thenm, Weawho have received the gospel in its
full revelation, if we turn back to these beggalgments again. There is no excuse for us in
this kingdom, to whom God has given the gloriousp, if we go back to those types and
shadows again. These, then, are some of the thuagwe to leave behind, and the meaning
of the apostle is clear, for in speaking of theecogwnial law, he says, “Touch not, taste not,
handle not.”

Another thing you would see in the sanctuary, kst fiabernacle, is a table supplied with
twelve loaves. What did that signify? Though someega different meaning to that
provision, | take it as a type of Christ — “the dwleof life.” He says, “| am the bread of life.”
You are now to go forth from that typical breadGbrist Himself; to feed on Him who gave
His body to be broken and His blood to be shed, ks people might be reconciled to God,
and live on Him as their spiritual food. “I am,” Kays, “the living bread which came down
from heaven; if any man eat of this bread he dhalfor ever: and the bread that | will give
is my flesh, which | will give for the life of thevorld.”

Lastly, on this head, if you were permitted to ente Most Holy place, you would see
there the Ark of the Covenant, containing the ldthe Ten Commandments, and covered by
the Mercy Seat, on which God sat as the God oftialv, and where grace reigned through
righteousness. You are now to go forth from thaidgl representation. The vail has been
rent from top to bottom by the death of Christ, avel have now free access to the Father
through His incarnate Son, who was typified by Mercy Seat, and in whom God was
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputingethtrespasses unto them.

We are not only to go forth without the camp, b are exhorted to go unto Jesus. A
person may leave the ceremonial law, and yet notecto Christ, and unless we come to
Christ, we shall perish. We may leave one errorfantb another, we may leave one refuge
of lies and remain in another. Although you leave ¢amp, there is no safety for you unless
you come to Jesus. You should come to Christ alooe;, and leave all other sacrifices
behind you; close with Christ and with His finishedrk as the only ground of your
salvation. And if God is teaching you, that is judtat you do, and although it is God alone
who can teach you, still it is my duty and privigep enjoin upon you that you come to Jesus
Christ, and receive Him according to the revelagomen of Him in the gospel — receive Him
in His divine person, in His two-fold natures, imsHkhree-fold offices, His finished work and
His exaltation now at the right hand of the Fatlaed His continual intercession on behalf of
His people, until He brings them to be with Himsaiflast. Christ must pray till He has with
Himself the last individual of those for whom HeedhHis blood. As long as you have need
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you pray; when your needs are made up there isesessity for prayer. Although Christ
personally has no needs, yet we may say that ldecedes as long as there is need, and there
is need as long as His mystical body is incompl&®eayer shall be made for him,” the
psalmist says, and Christ prays Himself.

You must also go to Christ in the way of worshipiethis set up in the New Testament,
such as reading, preaching and hearing the wor@auf, and the administration of the
sacraments of baptism and the Lord's Supper, pragmd singing praise to His name;
offering Him “the fruit of our lips.” This is therdy kind of sacrifice now. We are to offer to
God not carnal sacrifices as of old, but spiritedrifices. These, each and all of us are bound
to offer up daily to God, as the apostle says atarse following, we are to “offer up the
sacrifice of praise to God continually,” but acadpé to Him only through Jesus Christ. We
are to go forth unto Jesus and to His service; n@d¢aobserve all things appointed by Him in
His service, and not to bring in anything not apped by Him. He is the Head of His own
Church, and has a right to ordain everything in s$ésvice and worship. He has done this,
and given us a perfect rule in His own word anceeglly in the New Testament.

Il. — Now we come to the second head, and thdlhésfeasons annexed to the exhortation
to enforce the duty enjoined here by the apostle.

(1) The first reason why we should go forth withthe camp is the example of Christ,
who went forth himself. The word, “therefore,” hazennects the words of the 13th verse
with those of the 12th verse, where Paul saysxbsiis — that He might sanctify the people —
suffered without the gate, from which he infers tluty, “Let us also go forth.” Christ is the
great Pattern to which His people shall be confaknsnd surely we ought to follow His
wonderful example. He went forth to suffer and itex éHe turned His back on the ceremonial
law and on the typical mode of worship so long obse. If Christ's example does not
prevail with you to obey the exhortation, | knowt méhat to say to you. He took the lead, and
he expects His disciples to follow Him, for He saidy sheep follow me, and | give unto
them eternal life, and they shall never perishthegishall any pluck them out of my hand.”
And those who do not follow Him show that they disobedient, and that they are not His
disciples at all.

(2) The second reason is that “here we have nareong city.” The temple was within
the city, and all the worship rendered to God at thme was conducted within the city. The
apostle may have had in view the fact that the terapd the entire city of Jerusalem itself
were soon after this to be destroyed by the Roneargs,n that sense it was indeed time for
them to leave the city, as it is time for us toveedehind us all that God has abolished in His
own service. Christ left the city, and was crudfieutside it on Mount Calvary. He left it
both ecclesiastically and politically, for the otbeocracy was to come to an end. But
applying this to our life in this world, let us garth unto Jesus without the camp, for here on
earth we have no continuing city. We are pilgrimghis world — strangers in a strange land.
“Arise, let us go hence,” for this is not our réate must all leave this world soon. True, this
world shall last longer than we, but let us rememntbat the earthly house of this tabernacle
shall be dissolved. Let this move us more and nhorgo forth unto Jesus. We are getting
nearer death and eternity every day: let us re@oabl efforts every day to go forth unto
Jesus, for here we have no continuing city.

(3) The third reason advanced to enforce the dudylcated here is that we seek a city
to come. Surely those who expect to go to heavarity whose Builder and Maker is God —
ought to be very willing to go forth unto Jesusd &o follow Him whither He went. Before
leaving this world He told His disciples, “I go fwepare a place for you, and if 1 go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and ikecgou unto myself: that where | am there
ye may be also” — John 14:2,3. There is a gre&drdifice between the state of God’s children
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in this world and their state in heaven; betweaenkimgdom of grace here and the kingdom
of glory above. In this world they are, as it werem home. When you are from home, no
matter how kind people may be to you, still you rut expect every comfort; you are a
stranger, and you do not feel at rest till you geime. So it is with those here who seek
another city. The citizens of heaven, my friendg where the Triune God dwells; the
citizens are myriads of holy angels, and a grealtitude, which no man can number, of
people redeemed by the blood of Christ: but winelatter are on earth the city is in futurity
— it is still to come. When you expect a good thiggu are content to bear your present
discomforts, and you console yourself with the tfiiduof the good thing to come: so the
apostle comforts himself and his fellow-believetsowvere sojourners in this world with the
good hope of the city that was to come.

Another thing to be noticed on this point is theeking.” They make diligent use of the
means of getting to the city: they give all diligerto make their calling and election sure. As
they go forth they seek evidence of their inteiaesChrist, evidence of their title to the
inheritance, proof that they are children; “andhfldren, then heirs — heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ.” Have you ever spent even a feiwutes examining yourself whether you
were an heir of glory? If not, it is time for yoa begin, and do not say, “What's the use?”
Ah, the city to come is worth all your self-exantioa. It is worth while to make diligent use
of all the means God has given us. Indeed, the snebgrace have been set up for this very
purpose — to bring many sons to glory, to call pipple to the fellowship of His Son, to
regenerate them, to justify them, to sanctify thand then to glorify them.

[ll. — But | must hasten to the last head — Tho$® o forth unto Jesus shall have to
bear His reproach. When the sinner is awakenedsemse of his lost condition he does not at
all bargain with God as to what he may suffer. ldesdnot say, “Save me, O Lord, give me
an interest in Christ, but do not give me troublghere is no such bargain at all; only, “Lord,
save my soul for Christ’s sake.” But those who guhf to Him must bear His reproach, and
this just means all the reproach cast upon Goddplpeon account of their connection or
relationship with Jesus Christ. The very death destus died was, to the Jews, a stumbling-
block, and to the Gentiles, foolishness: it wasaaoursed death. There was thus a reproach
cast upon the very means which God provided foingasinners. There is a reproach cast by
the enemies of God on all who follow the Lord JeGuhsist: but believers who are taught of
God soon come to reckon such things as Moses fliwhom it is said, that he esteemed the
reproach of Christ greater riches than all thesness of Egypt. The reproach is Christ’s, and
far from being ashamed of it, believers considegrieater riches than all the applause
showered upon the great ones of this world. Themgréat honour put upon those who are
called upon to bear this reproach. It is a causgay. Of themselves and of their infirmities
they are often ashamed, but the reproach of Gbrikeir glory.

In conclusion, my friends, how are you individuailyth regard to what we have been
discoursing upon? You have been called again aathdg go forth without the camp, not
only in the sense explained, but from the camphef fellowship of this world. Have you
obeyed the call? It is once more put before yod,iarspeaking to you we include ourselves.
Let us go forth from everything that is hurtful asidful; let us go forth unto Jesus, and He

will be all our salvation and all our desire.
[April 1907]
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