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When We Do not Understand

Jesus was speaking to the people in the synagogue at Capernaum. (You can
read what He said in John 6.) He told them that He was “the true bread

from heaven”. He was not the manna that God gave to the Children of Israel,
to feed them while they were passing through the wilderness, but something
far better. He was what the manna was pointing forward to – not food for the
body, but food for the soul. “If any man eat of this bread,” Jesus said, still
referring to Himself, “he shall live for ever.” Then He explained: “The bread
that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world”. And
He warned, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son
of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you”.

The people did not understand what Jesus was saying. It seemed so
strange that anyone would eat someone else’s flesh and drink his blood.
Perhaps the people did not really want to understand; certainly it would have
been very easy for them to have gone up to Jesus to ask Him to explain what
He had been saying. But they did not do so. They just said, “This is an hard
saying; who can hear it?” And they went away; they despised this wonderful
opportunity to find eternal life.

Perhaps you feel you do not understand much of what you read in the
Bible. Perhaps there is a lot of what your minister says that you do not under-
stand. Perhaps, in particular, you do not understand when you read these
words of Jesus about eating His flesh and drinking His blood.

But what do you do about it? Do you ask your parents? Do you ask some
converted person whom you know well? Or perhaps your minister? Do you
even think these things over in your own mind? Perhaps you just do not
think about them; they do not seem very important to you. You feel that they
do not matter.

But they do matter. They are hugely important. After all, who was it that
was saying these things? It was Jesus, and He is the Son of God. That gives
tremendous authority to everything He has said. And these things are
relevant to the relationship between you and God. They are important for
where you will spend eternity – will it be in heaven or in hell?
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So let us go back and notice again what happened in Capernaum.
Remember what the people did not do: they did not ask Jesus to explain
what He had said. Does this not suggest what, more than anything else, you
should do when you do not understand? You should ask Jesus Himself to
teach you about these things and about everything else you need to know so
that your soul will be alive and healthy. Although we cannot meet Jesus
bodily in this world and speak to Him as the people might have done outside
the Capernaum synagogue, yet He can hear us from His throne in heaven
and can speak to us through the Bible. He speaks to people today when the
Holy Spirit applies to their souls what is written in the Bible.

Do you remember the parable about the sower, who went out with his
basket to scatter seed? There were various kinds of ground; there was good
ground, where the corn grew up, but there were other areas which were not
suitable for growing a crop. (You can read about this in Mark 4, as well as
in Matthew and Luke.) On one level, the disciples could understand what
Jesus was saying; they were perfectly familiar with farming; perhaps there
was even someone sowing seed not far away from them as Jesus spoke.
They knew about these things. But they were used to hearing Jesus speak in
parables, and these parables always had a spiritual meaning. So it was clear
that Jesus was thinking about something more important then sowing seed.

The disciples were sensible. So, when they wanted to know what the
parable meant, they asked Jesus about it. And, of course, He explained it to
them. First of all, He told them what He meant by the seed: “The sower
soweth the word” – the truth which God revealed. So everyone that goes out
preaching the truth of the Bible is a sower; he is sowing seed (God’s truth)
in the minds of those who hear him, if they are listening. And Christ is the
Sower, who through the Holy Spirit can sow the seed in their hearts.

Then Jesus explained what He meant by the seed sown “by the way side”,
the trodden-down ground along the path through the field. It was so hard that
no seed could grow there, and the birds picked it all up. So, Jesus explained,
“Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in
their hearts”. How careful we should be that our hearts do not become harder
and harder so that we resist, more and more, the truth which we hear and
read! As the heart becomes harder, it is so much easier for Satan to take
away the truths of God’s Word, to distract us from the truth.

What about the seed sown on stony ground – a thin layer of earth on top
of rock, where there was no depth for the roots to grow downwards? When
the sun rose high in the sky, these plants were scorched by the heat and they
withered. Who did that refer to? Jesus told His disciples: “When they have
heard the word, [they] immediately receive it with gladness; and have no
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root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction
or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended”.
Such people at first seem very enthusiastic about the gospel, but this does
not last. When they meet difficulties in life or when they are persecuted for
their religion, they lose interest in it. The reason is that they did not really
believe in Jesus Christ.

Then Jesus explained about the seed which fell among thorns and was
choked when the thorns grew up. They were “such as hear the word, and the
cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other
things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful”. This is quite
like the last kind of ground – the same lack of faith, the same unfruitfulness
in the end. The difference lies in what turned these people away: here it was
their sinful desires for riches and other things of this life. We need to be
wholehearted in our love for God and His Word.

Finally there was the seed sown on good ground: it grew, and there was
a harvest for the farmer to reap. But what did it point to? “Such as hear the
word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and
some an hundred”. They received God’s Word, and so they believed in
Jesus; they trusted in Him and His work in suffering and dying for sinners.
And they kept on; they did not turn back; the Word in their hearts was not
choked. How earnestly we should pray that God would prepare our hearts,
as good ground, to receive His Word and that He would do everything we
need so that we would bring forth fruit to His glory!

The disciples asked Jesus to explain what they could not understand; the
people in Capernaum did not ask and they did not get an explanation. So you
should be asking, seriously and often – because again and again you will
find parts of the Word of God which you do not understand.

But how are we to understand what Jesus was telling the people in the
Capernaum synagogue? He was speaking about His flesh, and that points to
the fact that the Son of God took human nature; He became man – so that He
might suffer and die in the place of sinners. He spoke about His blood, which
was to be poured out for sinners; this points to His death. They were to eat
His flesh and to drink His blood; in other words, they were to receive Him
– that is, to believe on Him – as the Saviour who died.

Those who believed would live; they would have eternal life in heaven.
But if they did not believe, they would have no life; they would perish for
ever in a lost eternity. In the same way, we must believe in Jesus Christ or
perish for ever. If you do not understand what it means to believe, pray that
Jesus would teach you. And pray that the Holy Spirit would put new life into
your soul so that you would indeed believe in Christ with all your heart.
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Peter, the Apostle of Hope
3. The Hope Under Attack

Rev J R Tallach
Last month’s article spoke about Peter’s hope being established through repentance
and faith.

We have already noticed Jesus’ remarks about the conference in hell with
a view to bringing down the Church of God. So also we find just such

an attack in the life of Peter. If the devil fails in anything, it will not be for
lack of trying. After the noble profession Peter made in Caesarea Philippi,
Jesus began to speak of His sufferings, “that He must go unto Jerusalem, and
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised again the third day” (Matthew 16:21).

Under Satan’s attack, Peter fell from that watchfulness which he was to
commend to others: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter
5:8). After the Lord had spoken of His coming death, Peter took Him aside,
as though to correct a friend privately who had gone astray. He said, “Be it
far from thee [or, spare Thyself], Lord, this shall not be unto Thee”. Peter’s
words are all the more remarkable as they are addressed to Him whom Peter
had professed to be Jesus, the Son of God, and whose words were always
words of everlasting life.

Jesus’ reply was sharp and dismissive, “Get thee behind Me, Satan”. Peter
speaks as a friend, but acts in the service, and with the voice, of Jesus’ great
enemy. Something of Satan’s temptation at the start of Jesus’ ministry was
in Peter’s words. “Again, the devil taketh Him up into an exceeding high
mountain, and showeth Him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of
them; and saith unto Him, All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall
down and worship me”. If Jesus would take this way, the devil was saying,
the world would be won, and suffering and the cross avoided.

Peter did not understand, as he ought to have done, how absolutely
necessary and central the cross was for the salvation of sinners. His wisdom
was earthly, sensual and devilish, while the wisdom that is from above must
be first pure and then peaceable. This was a direct attack by Satan on Peter
and, through him, on the Saviour Himself.

Peter was also attacked from within himself, where the devil would stir
up pride in order to cause him to stumble and fall. In the face of what the
Lord said about His coming sufferings and death, Peter boasted, “Though all
men should be offended because of Thee, yet will I never be offended. . . .
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Though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee” (Matthew 26:
33,35). Far from distinguishing himself in supporting and defending the
Lord, Peter set himself apart by denying Him three times and, on the last
occasion, with cursing – taking the God of heaven as his witness in saying
of Jesus: “I know not the man”.

His hope was shaken in the devil’s sieve. The Lord gave a view of the
security of that hope with a view to this grave trial. It is a serious matter that
the Lord here brings into view; so He addresses Peter in these terms: “Simon,
Simon, behold . . . ” (Luke 22:31). As with Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus
road, his name is repeated for emphasis and to arrest attention. Again Jesus
says, “Behold”, as He draws back the veil which separates things seen from
things unseen, things temporal from things spiritual, and reveals powerful
forces which play on the faith, hope and love of believers on their way through
this world. “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:
but I have prayed for thee.”

Jesus had said, “With desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you”.
Two desires are here seen centring on the one heart: on the one hand, the
desire of the Saviour to have fellowship with Peter and with the other disciples
and to do them good, and that they would have fellowship with Him; on the
other hand, the desire of Satan to destroy their faith and thus their fellowship
with their Lord. How little we know about the battle lines and battle plans
drawn up against the heart of one pilgrim soul on that great journey from the
City of Destruction to the Celestial City! And how much eternity will reveal
about them!

The only anchor which will make the believer able to ride out this storm is
the anchor of hope, and that anchor is fixed in heaven: “Which hope we have
as an anchor for the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into
that within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made
an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec” (Hebrews 6:19,20).

In Old Testament times, the high priest went through the veil, into the holy
of holies, to represent all Israel before God. When he did so, he must take
with him the incense, and the blood of the sacrifice which he had already
offered. Thus, after sprinkling the blood on the mercy seat, he stood before
God wrapped around with the sweet-smelling incense and brought each
member of Israel before God. The blood foreshadowed Jesus’ sacrifice on
Calvary which alone atones for the sins of the spiritual Israel of God. And
the incense represents the intercession of Christ on behalf of His people.
“But I have prayed for you”, Jesus said. “And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

Here is the assault on Peter’s hope; yet it is secure.
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What the Bible Teaches About Faith
4. Faith as Receiving and Looking

Charles Hodge
This is another article taken, with editing, from The Way of Life. In last month’s
article we saw some of what comes into a person’s life along with faith.

The Bible teaches us that there is a faith which receives as true all that
God says. This is when the Holy Spirit applies it to the soul. The Bible

also tells us of the acts of faith which bring about a sinner’s justification
before God. It plainly teaches that we are justified by those acts of faith which
have special reference to Christ and His work as Mediator. Sinners are thus
said to be justified “through faith in His blood” (Romans 3:25). The righteous-
ness of God is said to be “by faith of Jesus Christ” (Romans 3:22) – that is,
by believing on Him. This expression occurs often. “Knowing that a man is
not justified by the works of the law,” says Paul, “but by the faith of Jesus
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by
the faith of Christ” (Galatians 2:16). “Not having mine own righteous which
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ” (Philippians 3:9).

In all these places, and in many others like them, it is clearly stated that
justifying faith acts on Christ. There are other verses in which justification
or salvation is connected with believing in Christ. “Whosoever believeth in
Him [shall] not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). “Whosoever
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins” (Acts 10:43). Believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31).

The same truth appears in what the Word of God says about how sinners
are justified: by the death of Christ, by the blood of His cross, by the
redemption that is in Him, by the sacrifice of Himself, by His bearing their
sins, by His obedience or righteousness. These all imply that Christ as
Mediator is the special object of justifying faith. If anyone believes the
record which God has given of His Son, he will believe everything else God
has said as far as he knows it; still the special act of faith which is connected
with our justification is to believe in Jesus Christ as the Saviour from sin.

When we are commanded to believe in Jesus Christ, the scriptural meaning
of the word is to trust in Him; it is not only to assent to the statement that
Jesus is the Christ, which angels and devils do. To believe in Christ as a
propitiation for sin, is to receive Him and confide in Him as such.

So it is clear what we must do to be saved. When the mind is confused
and anxious because of a sense of sin, when the troubled spirit looks around
for some way to escape God’s just displeasure, the voice of mercy from
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Christ’s lips is: Come unto Me, Believe on Me, Submit to be saved by Me.
Till this is done, nothing is done. When this sincere act of faith in Christ is
exercised, the sinner is accepted for His sake. And Christ undertakes to save
him from the power and the condemnation of sin.

The experience of God’s people no doubt varies widely when they are
enlightened to see the glory of God, their own unworthiness and the plan
of salvation by Jesus Christ. It varies, for instance, with their previous
knowledge, their state of mind and the particular truth which happens to
attract their attention.

Yet since no one can come to the Father but by the Son, since there is no
forgiveness and no access to God without faith in Christ, the first gracious
activity of the renewed soul must be to look to Him. If we are to approach
God, or to have any hope of His favour, any peace of conscience or
confidence of pardon, it must be founded on Christ; otherwise it is a delusion.
When we have such an High Priest, we come with boldness to the throne of
grace, and this is the only ground on which we dare draw near. The whole
plan of redemption shows that there is no pardon, no access to God, no peace
or reconciliation, except through Jesus Christ.

It is highly important for the sinner to understand distinctly what is required
of him; yet the least-educated reader of the Scriptures may learn the way of
life. It is not only the words faith or believing that are used for this act of the
soul, but also many others that have the same meaning. By considering a few
of these, we should learn more about the plan of salvation.

One of the easiest of these words to understand is receiving. We read: “As
many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of
God” (John 1:12). “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord,
so walk ye in Him” (Colossians 2:6). So believers are described as those
who “receive the gift of righteousness” (Romans 5:17) and as those “who
gladly receive His word” (Acts 2:41). To receive Jesus Christ is to accept
and recognise Him as He presents Himself: as the Son of God, as the Saviour
of sinners, as a propitiation for our sins, as a ransom for our souls, as the
Lord our righteousness.

“He came unto His own, and his own received Him not.” The Jews would
not recognise Him as the Messiah, the only mediator between God and man,
and as the end of the law for righteousness. They denied the Holy One, and
put far from them the offer of life through Him.

Could faith be presented more clearly than it is in the Bible? Can the soul,
anxious about salvation, doubt what it has to do? Jesus Christ is presented
to him in the gospel as the Son of God, clothed in our nature, sent by the
Father to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteous-
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ness, to redeem “us from the curse of the law” by “being made a curse for
us”. All that we have to do, is to receive Him in this character. And those
who thus receive Him He makes the sons of God, the objects of His favour,
the subjects of His grace and the heirs of His kingdom.

Still simpler is the illustration of the nature of faith contained in those
passages where we are commanded to look to God. “Look unto Me, and be
ye saved, all the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 45:22). The Saviour uses this idea
when He says, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:14,15). The dying Israelite, who was
commanded to look on the brazen serpent, surely knew exactly what his duty
was. He knew there was no merit in the act of looking. He was healed, not
for looking, but because the serpent was placed there by God’s command,
and healing depended on submitting to the way God had appointed.

Why then should the soul convinced of sin and misery be in doubt
about what it has to do? Christ has been set forth as crucified, and we are
commanded to look to Him and be saved. Can any thing be simpler? Every
attempt to make the Saviour’s beautiful illustration easier to understand will
only darken counsel by words without wisdom.

The Power of Gospel Preaching
C H Spurgeon

An extract from C H Spurgeon: The Full Harvest, the second part of the preacher’s
life story. Spurgeon was the famous minister of the Metropolitan Tabernacle in
London, who died in 1892.

We have had, in the Tabernacle, many very remarkable instances of how
God does still bless the outcasts and the very chief of sinners. There

was a man, known in the village where he lived by the name of “Satan”,
because of his being so thoroughly depraved. He was a sailor and, as another
seaman in that place had been the means of the conversion of all the sailors
in a vessel belonging to the port, this man desired to sail with him to try to
beat his religion out of him. He did his best – or rather, his worst – but he
clearly failed. And when the ship came to London, the Christian man asked
the ungodly one whether he would come to the Tabernacle.

He did not mind coming to hear me, for, as it happened, I was brought up
near the place where he lived. This “Satan” came, on the Lord’s Day morning,
when the text was on soul murder; and, by the Holy Spirit’s gracious
application of the Word to his heart, he sat and sobbed and cried under the
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sermon at such a rate that he could only say, “People are noticing me, I had
better go out”; but his companion would not let him go out. And from that
day forth, he became a new creature in Christ Jesus, and he is living and
walking in the truth, an earnest believer, specially clear in his knowledge of
the Bible’s teaching and doing all that he can for the spread of the Kingdom
of Christ.

On another Lord’s Day morning, I preached on the words of the leper
who said to Jesus: “Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean”. On the
following Thursday morning, I received this letter:

“Dear Sir, I feel so happy to tell you that the Lord has pardoned a poor
outcast of society. I got into your place, in a crowd, hoping nobody would
see me. I had been out all night and was miserable. While you were preaching
about the leper, my whole life of sin rose up before me. I saw myself worse
than the leper, cast away by everybody; there is not a sin I was not guilty of.
As you went on, I looked straightaway to Jesus. A gracious answer came:
‘Thy sins, which are many, are forgiven’. I never heard any more of your
sermon; I felt such joy to think that Jesus died even for a poor harlot.

“Long ere you get this letter, I trust to be on the way to my dear home I
ran away from. Do please pray for me that I may be kept by God’s almighty
power. I can never thank you enough for bringing me to Jesus.”

If it had not been for that sentence about going home, I might have had
some doubt about her conversion, but when a fallen girl goes home to her
father and mother, it is a sure case. This letter gave me great joy; to see souls
saved is heaven to me.

Dorothy’s Love to the Lord Jesus
Rev N M Ross

Dorothy Williams was a Welsh girl who was born some years before
World War II. Her parents and grand parents began to teach her from

the Bible when she was very little. God blessed His Word to her at an early
age and she was brought to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ to save her from
her sins. It was clear to those who knew her best that she loved the Saviour.

It was shown, for example, by her being a praying girl. When her father
went to the war in 1939, she prayed that God would not let the Germans hurt
him. Her father was wonderfully delivered and brought back safely in answer
to many prayers, including Dorothy’s.

In 1941 Dorothy became very ill with rheumatic fever. Her minister, Mr
Thomas, visited her from time to time, read the Bible to her and prayed with
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her. He saw that she loved the truth and drank it in, especially when she
heard of the love of Christ.

She believed the Bible with her whole heart. One day she heard a radio
talk to children in which the speaker claimed that people had evolved from
the lower creatures. “Well, I don’t believe that anyway,” she said.

Another day she was taken to see an elderly lady who was sick. The lady,
who feared she might die soon, said, “Who knows whether there is a heaven
or hell? None of us really knows.” 

At once, Dorothy spoke up, “You don’t believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
for He said, ‘I go to prepare a place for you. In My Father’s house are many
mansions.’”

“Well, no one has ever seen Him,” answered the lady, perhaps taken
aback by Dorothy’s straight answer.

“Well,” said Dorothy, “John had a wonderful vision of Him, anyway.”
Dorothy became more unwell and was confined to bed. She now spoke

more freely about the Saviour. She would tell friends and relatives who did
not believe in Him that they needed Him. And sometimes she would speak
in the same way to children in the street, through the open window of her
room. One day she asked her Granny to keep everyone away from her room
that morning because a little boy, a neighbour, was coming to see her and
she wanted to tell him about the Saviour.

Her love to the Lord was also shown by her sorrow for sin and for her
failures in obeying Him. One day she wrote in her little diary: “I know I
have been naughty and grieving the Lord Jesus, and I have promised Him
that I will try not to get into bad tempers”. Another day she wrote about
someone who visited her: “He has been exasperating me. I got into a bad
temper again. I’m so sorry.”

She began to realise that she was not going to recover and that she would
not live for long. She also seemed to want to prepare her loved ones for
parting with her. She called her Granny to her bedside. “I would not grieve
if you died, Grandmum, for I know that you would go to be with the Lord
Jesus and that He wanted you. And if He wants me, He can have me too.”
And she spread out her hands as a sign of surrender to His will. She added,
“Then you will be saying what little Pearl’s father said about her when she
died: ‘Gone from us to be with Him’”. (Pearl was a Chinese Christian girl
whom she loved to read about.)

When her Granny expressed the hope that Dorothy would get better,
Dorothy said, “No, Grandmum, I am not going to get better. The Lord Jesus
is going to take me. I think that if I was going to get better, He would
have healed me before now.”
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One night, exactly a month after her tenth birthday, she was alone with
her Grandfather. “Grandad, I’m very ill,” she said. “What shall I do?”

“Well, Dorothy, you know all about the Lord Jesus. Shall we pray?”
“I can’t pray,” she said, “I’m in too much pain. Will you pray for me?”
He did so and then went to call the doctor.
Next night she had another terrible attack. When her mother asked if she

was in pain she just nodded, for she could not speak. We are told that, “as
she lay in her mother’s arms, her spirit fled to be with the Saviour whom she
so greatly loved”.

It was Mr Thomas, her minister, who wrote a short account of her brief
life. He said, “Many tears were shed for little Dorothy, mingled tears of
sorrow and joy. She is for ever with the Lord, rejoicing in Him. . . . May
none that read this memoir miss that blessed joy.”

How can we reach the joy of heaven? Only by believing in the Lord Jesus
Christ to save us from our sins, as Dorothy did. Ask God to bless His Word
to you as He did to Dorothy, so that you too would trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ and love Him. Then, when the time comes for you to leave this world,
you will go to be with Christ, which is far better, for you shall have joy
unspeakable and full of glory.

A Multitude of Words
Matthew Vogan

The total number of the words that we speak, hear, read and write each
day can only be described as a multitude of words. It has been suggested

that we consume more words in one day than some past generations did in
their whole lifetime. No wonder we often hear about information overload.
Some of those words we meet are precious, others are trivial; some of them 
do neither harm nor good while others may be harmful.

While it may be normal to us now, we have seen, in recent years, a
revolution in information and communication. We may now exchange e-mails,
text messages and social media communications in data streams carrying
multitudes of words across the globe in an instant. An estimated 2.8 million
e-mails are sent per second, 684 478 pieces of content are shared on Face-
book every minute and 175 million tweets sent per day. Never before have
so many people in so many places been able to access so many words and
communicate them so quickly and easily.

This has been positive in bringing people closer in human terms and
opening up opportunities for the gospel and truth of God. The storehouses
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of words written by the godly in the past – which were previously in rare
printed works – are now opened up at the click of a button. At the same time,
all of the words on the internet (apart from Scripture) come from the sinful
heart of man and so, in this multitude of words, one or more of the Ten
Commandments will be broken.

What would be the results of examining the multitude of words that we
produce or consume daily? The phrase “multitude of words” comes from the
Bible and is used several times to remind us that the multitude of words is
not always positive and may present us with significant challenges. “For in
the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but
fear thou God” (Ecclesiastes 5:7). Sin will never be absent, for as we read
in Proverbs 10:19, “in the multitude of words there wanteth not sin” – sin
will not be missing.

This last verse is mainly about the tongue; it goes on to say, “But he that
refraineth his lips is wise”. Scripture recognises a powerful force for either
good or bad in this little member of our body. The more words we speak, the
more likely we are to speak unwisely with our lips. There is a wisdom in
knowing a time to speak and a time to be silent (Ecclesiastes 3:7). We must
be slow to speak and swift to hear (James 1:19).

These points about the use of the tongue apply to all our communications.
As we have noted, modern technology can give us all a louder voice, carrying
as much as we wish to a greater number of listeners than we might ever meet.
It may be through fingers on a keyboard rather than our lips, but the principles
remain the same. The more words we type, “there wanteth not sin”.

The Ninth Commandment regulates our communications with others. “Thou
shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour” means that we must
preserve and promote the truth. What we say about ourselves or others on
Facebook, how we chat in messenger conversations, the way that we engage
in discussion and debate on blogs and discussion forums are all covered here
as well. It is not uncommon to find some of what The Larger Catechism
calls “rash, harsh, and partial censuring” and “misconstructing intentions”
or “words”.

Such is the nature of communication and discussion using these methods
that individuals may often feel obliged to respond in a particular debate.
Sometimes we need to pause at this point. Do all of our thoughts and opinions
have to be expressed and heard? There is particular danger in reacting quickly
with a brief reflex response. At this moment we must remember that “he
that refraineth his lips is wise” and “a fool’s voice is known by the multitude
of words” (Ecclesiastes 5:3). It is true that it is sometimes wrong to keep
silent too much or it may be necessary for “the multitude of words [to] be
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answered” (Job 11:2). But, in the nature of this means of communicating, it
is also true that all kinds of views become jumbled together in a disordered
way and people only become more firmly fixed in their positions the longer
discussions go on.

Whatever way we produce or consume multitudes of words, our own
spiritual profit and that of others ought to be most important. We ought also
to remember that we cannot read, memorise or meditate on too many
words from Scripture. And, though we must beware of vain repetitions
(Matthew 6:7), the time we spend on our knees in secret prayer is never a
cause for regret.

For Junior Readers

Many Things to Thank God for

I am sure you remember, when you were younger, your parents training
you to say, “Thank you”, when you received something. Can you think of

Jesus commenting on some men who did not give thanks to Him?
What about the ten lepers who were cleansed? (See Luke 17.) They were

suffering from that awful disease of leprosy, which could not be cured. They
were not able to mix with other people; they “stood afar off ” in their misery.

But when they saw Jesus, they prayed that He would have mercy on them
– and He did! In His kindness He told them to go to the priest. And as they
obeyed His command, they were healed – cleansed from their awful disease!
Would you not think that they would all have gone to the Saviour, praising
and thanking Him for this amazing miracle?

But no. Sadly only one out of the ten returned to give thanks. And what
did the Saviour say? “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?”
Was He not saddened by their unthankfulness?

Surely we have so many things to thank God for. And if we have prayed
for something special and He has answered us, how much more should we
be ready to give thanks!

We are told in the Bible to pray about everything, to bring everything
before God by “prayer and supplication with thanksgiving” (Philippians
4:6). So giving thanks is to be joined to asking and praying. Also it is one of
the ways we can glorify God.

As I hope you know from The Shorter Catechism, “man’s chief end is to
glorify God”. And God tells us in one of the Psalms, “Whoso offereth praise
glorifieth Me”. So that is another reason to thank and praise God for all His
goodness. Should you not pray then for a thankful spirit?
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“To render thanks unto the Lord, it is a comely thing,
And to Thy name, O Thou most High, due praise aloud to sing.”

J van Kralingen

For Younger Readers

The Arrow

The man was a leader of his tribe. He went to listen to a sermon.
The preacher’s text was: “We have known and believed the love

that God hath to us” (1 John 4:16).
As he listened, the man felt very much that he was a sinner

against God. He said, “I have been hit in the heart by an arrow”.
The arrow was what the preacher said; it made him feel that he was
a sinner. After this, he listened very seriously to what the preacher
was saying.

At last, with tears in his eyes, he said about Jesus Christ, “He
loved me. He died for me to save my life. I am His. I love Him.
With God’s help, I will serve Him. May He keep me safely!”

You too should listen hard to what the preacher is saying when
you go to church. Ask God to help you to do so. Ask Him to bring
you to believe in Him, so that you may say about Him: “He loved
me. He died for me to save my life. I am His. I love Him.”

Salvation in The Pilgrim’s Progress
5. More About Perseverance

Rev Roderick MacLeod
This is another section of a paper on John Bunyan’s book, given at this year’s
Youth Conference. The previous two articles, including last month’s, were about
perseverance: “keeping on till the end”. This theme is continued in this article.

Perseverance and a godly ministry. The first thing presented to Christian
in the Interpreter’s house was a picture of the true minister of Christ.

Ministers often appear in The Pilgrims Progress under different names and
different symbols. They were always helpful, bringing the Word of God to
bear on the difficulties of the Pilgrim’s journey. One of the shepherds was
called Knowledge, another Experience, and these shepherds are appointed
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to show wonders. This is what our prayer should be when we go to hear the
gospel preached: “Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things
out of Thy law”. Here Christian is deeply impressed with the solemnity,
sacredness and usefulness of the work of the ministry to pilgrims.

This is how the Interpreter expounded the character of a true minister:
“The man, whose picture this is, is one of a thousand; he can beget children
(1 Corinthians 4:15), travail in birth with children (Galatians 4:19), and
nurse them himself when they are born. And whereas thou seest him with his
eyes lift up to heaven, the best of books in his hand, and the law of truth writ
on his lips, it is to show thee that his work is to know and unfold dark things
to sinners, even as also thou seest him stand as if he pleaded with men. And
whereas thou seest the world as cast behind him, and that a crown hangs
over his head, that is to show thee that slighting and despising the things that
are present, for the love that he hath to his Master’s service, he is sure in the
world that comes next to have glory for his reward.

“Now, said the Interpreter, I have showed thee this picture first, because
the man whose picture this is, is the only man whom the Lord of the place
whither thou art going hath authorised to be thy guide in all difficult places
thou mayest meet with in the way. Wherefore take good heed to what I have
showed thee, and bear well in thy mind what thou hast seen, lest in thy
journey thou meet with some that pretend to lead thee right, but their way
goes down to death.”

Perseverance and Sound Doctrine. The second important impression left
upon his heart in the Interpreter’s house was that the way of salvation is
through the gospel. Bunyan shows us a room full of dust. The Interpreter
calls for a sweeper, and the room is swept. But there is no improvement;
instead the room is now filled with clouds of dust. The room represents the
heart, which is full of sin. The sweeper is the law, and the raising of the dust
shows that the only effect of our attempts by the law to save ourselves, or to
make ourselves holy, is to create horrible clouds of sin.

Then someone comes in with refreshing and soothing and cleansing
water; she sprinkles the water on the dusty room and then the dust is swept
away easily. This is the effective power of the doctrines of grace. It is only
by the gospel that the guilt of sin can be removed, and it is only by the
gospel that the sin of our nature, lurking in the heart, can be mortified – that
is, put to death. False religions teach that we must be holy to get God’s
favour and the forgiveness of our sins. But the doctrine of the Bible is that
we must get pardon first and then we are gratefully willing to be true and
faithful pilgrims.

Perseverance and the Patience of Faith. In the Interpreter’s house,
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Christian saw a picture of two boys, Patience and Passion. Passion represents
the carnal mind demanding everything now. Patience represents the gracious
nature of faith which is willing to wait on a sovereign God. “Blessed is the
man that heareth Me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of My
doors” (Proverbs 8:34). Passion wants only the things which belong to “the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life” (1 John 2:16).
Patience, believing God’s promises, sees that he does not need things which
are “not of the Father but of the world”. He is waiting patiently and longingly
for the things God has promised for this life and the life to come.

To wait patiently on the Lord, using the means of grace, is very important;
otherwise we will rarely get much benefit by them. On the morning of Jesus’
resurrection, Mary only got the blessing she sought because she was waiting
for Him to appear in some way, for her comfort. It was by waiting, even with
wrestling, that Jacob got the blessing he wanted. Those who wait on the
Lord “shall renew their strength”. Those who are taught to wait on the Lord
in the ordinary means of grace will be able to say, “I waited patiently for the
Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry” (Psalm 40:1).

Perseverance and the Secret Supply of Spiritual Strength. The fourth
necessary lesson Christian learned in the Interpreter’s house came from the
fire which an evil-looking being was dousing heavily with water; yet the fire
did not go out. The pilgrim was astonished to see the flame mysteriously
preserved. But when he was taken behind the wall, he saw that the fire was
secretly supplied with oil to keep it alive.

Here he was taught that Satan will do his utmost to try to quench the fear
of God wherever he finds it. This taught the pilgrim that he must watch out
for this evil foe. Satan puts our life in danger at every moment. We must
always watch and pray. The saints are not preserved by their own strength
but through the Spirit of Him who said, “Without Me ye can do nothing”.

This was of great help to Christian later, when Satan met him and declared
that he meant to destroy him. Satan said to Christian in the fight that followed:
“Here will I spill thy soul”. It is interesting that in Grace Abounding, John
Bunyan’s autobiography, he represents Satan as saying to him, “You are
very hot for mercy, but I will cool you, though I be seven years in chilling
your heart, I can do it at last; I can have you cold before long.”

The light that Christian got in Interpreter’s house gave him strength to
withstand the devil. Weak Christians can, by faith in Jesus Christ and by His
grace, put a strong devil to flight. “Not by might, nor by power, but by My
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zechariah 4:6). Satan’s flood can never be
so powerful to quench the fire of the fear of God as the supply of grace is
powerful to keep it burning in the soul of true pilgrims.
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Looking Around Us
The Captain Who Kept His Promise

A war historian has recently uncovered an amazing story. In July 1914,
during the First World War, Captain Robert Campbell and his regiment in
France were attacked by German forces. He was seriously wounded and
taken prisoner and later sent to a prisoner-of-war camp in Germany.

In 1916 he got the sad news from his home in Kent that his beloved
mother was dying from cancer. As a prisoner of war in a foreign land, what
hope had he of seeing her before she died? He then did something extra-
ordinary – he wrote to the Emperor of Germany, Kaiser Wilhelm II, under
whose power he was held prisoner. He begged for permission to go home to
England to see his dying mother for one last time.

Astonishingly, the Kaiser gave him permission to leave the prison camp
for two weeks, on condition that he would give his word that he would return
to Germany. So the Captain reached home and was able to spend a week
with his mother – who died three months later.

At the end of the two weeks, and to the disbelief of some, he faithfully
kept his word and returned to captivity in Germany. It would not have been
easy for him to go back but he was determined not to break his promise.

We do not know whether Captain Campbell was a Christian or not, but he
certainly acted in a very honourable way. It is a lesson to everyone that, when
they make a promise, they ought to keep it, however difficult it may be to do
so. Jesus said, “Let your yea be yea”.

Of course, Captain Campbell might not have been able to keep his promise,
although he was an honourable man. He could have become ill and been
unable to travel, or the British authorities might have forbidden him to return
to Germany.

But there is one person who can never be prevented from keeping His
word. Yes, it is God. Nothing in Himself or outside of Himself can stop Him
from fulfilling His many promises. The Bible says that He is faithful that
promised (Hebrews 11:11).

Perhaps when Captain Campbell wrote to that powerful ruler, the Kaiser,
he thought that there was little hope of his request being granted. In any
case, how many people think there is no point in making requests to God,
the supreme and almighty Ruler. But though God be high, He answers the
prayers of poor sinners. He is more willing to give than we are to receive.
And He plainly promises, “Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find”.
Remember, He is faithful that promised. NMR
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Scripture and Catechism Exercises
Overseas Prizes and Awards 2012-13

Senior Section
Prizes: Connecticut: Rachel Mack. Grafton: Rachel Brigden. Mbuma: Nobuhle Mpofu,
Sithandweyinkosi Nkiwane. Zenka: Velani and Singazi Moyo.
Awards with Merit. Auckland: Bianca Jago. Gisborne: Emma van Dorp. Mbuma:
Clotildar Khabo, Gugulethu Masuku, Isabel Moyo, Rosemary Mphoko. Netherlands:
Gerben Bakker. Zenka: Nobubelo Ndlovu.
Awards: Auckland: Anne de Boer. Gisborne: Finlay and Muriel Cramp. Mbuma:
Matron Tshuma.

Intermediate Section
Prizes: Auckland: Jarrod Jago. Grafton: Duncan Marshall. Mbuma: Sandulelo Khumalo,
Sithabile Mphoko. Zenka: Amanda Chakanyuka, Sitshengisiwe Dube, Ncube Sandisiwe.
Awards with Merit: Chesley: Samuel Zekveld. Connecticut: Rebecca and Sarah R Mack.
Gisborne: Annika-Rose van Dorp. Mbuma: Langelihle Masuku, Rebecca Khona
Mkwananzi, Abigirl Mpoko,
Awards: Mbuma: Priveledge Bhebhe, Ntombezinhle Mpofu. Singapore: Nehemiah Chai
Yong. Sydney: Anna van Dorp.

Junior Section
Prizes: Auckland: Claudia Campbell. Mbuma: Ruth Masango, Ntombiyethu Ngulube.
Awards with Merit: Chesley: Josiah Smith. Grafton: Calum Marshall. Mbuma:
Sanelisiwe Masuku, Shanaz Masango.
Awards: Auckland: James Campbell, Monique Jago. Chesley: Abigail Smith. Mbuma:
Bongiwe Ndlovu.

Upper Primary Section
Prizes: Auckland: Danielle Jago. Grafton: Hugh Marshall. Mbuma: Courage and Faith
Dube, Zibusiso Masuku, Mxolisi Ngwenya, Gracious Sibanda. Zenka: Pedina Mathenjwa.
Awards with Merit: Chesley: Joel Bouman. Grafton: Andrew White. Mbuma: Xolile
Dube, Zanele Masuku, Sibhekisiwe Moyo, Evelyn and Sijabulisiwe Ndlovu, Thabisile and
Thamsaqa Sibindi, Brighton Zikhali. Singapore: Owen Hayer Chai Yi.
Awards: Chesley: Peter Binning Smith. Gisborne: Sarah van Dorp. Mbuma: Nokukhanya,
Sizalobuhle and Thando Gumpo, Sidumisile Moyo, Siduduzo and Talent Ndlovu, Blessing
Ngwenya, Dean Annah Shoko, Buhlebenkosi Sibanda.

Lower Primary Section
Awards: Auckland: John and Rachel Campbell, Diana Jago, Amelia Smith. Chesley: Kara
Zekveld. Connecticut: Nathanael Mack. Grafton: Jared McAlpine, William Marshall.
Mbuma: Beauty, Lizwilenkosi and Melisa Gumpo, Innocent Masango, Naomi Masuku,
Nokubekezela and Thobile Moyo, Mqondisi and Sakhile Mpofu, Bongeka Msipa, Junior
and Simosenkosi Ndlovu, Khayelihle and Nomqhele Ngwenya, Anele Nkiwane, Isabel
Sagiya, Brighton, Nokukhanya and Nomawethu Sibanda. Singapore: Naomi Ruth Chai
Shi. Sydney: Abigail May and Ezekiel Swinn. Zenka: Sithole Nothando.




