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The Voyage Through Life

Paul was sailing to Rome as a prisoner. Of course, he had done nothing
wrong, but Jewish leaders in Jerusalem had made various accusations

against him. Paul’s only hope of getting justice was to appeal to Rome and
now he was on a ship ploughing its way through the Mediterranean Sea.
(The story of his voyage is told in Acts 27.)

We might think of ourselves too as being on a voyage – through life. Our
main aim on this voyage should be to live to God’s glory. If we are to sail
in the right direction, we need a compass; and that compass is the Bible,
which shows us how we may live to God’s glory. The sailors in Paul’s ship
did not have a compass; in that age they would have used the sun and stars
to work out the direction they should sail in. One of the big problems on
Paul’s voyage was that “neither sun nor stars in many days appeared”; so it
would be more difficult for the captain to know exactly where his ship was
heading. How are we to navigate through life? We should seek to do so
“looking unto Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2) – trusting in Him to lead us on safely.

Ours is a voyage that began when we were born, but where will it end?
Everyone on Paul’s ship wanted to reach a port in Italy. No doubt everyone
reading this article wants to reach heaven. But we should ask ourselves
seriously if we are sailing towards that safe haven? Let us remember that this
voyage is going to be stormy; we will have to face many difficulties, some
more serious than others.

Paul warned the men on the ship: “I perceive that this voyage will be with
hurt and much damage, not only of the lading [cargo] and ship, but also of
our lives”. He could see that they were in danger of perishing; it was not
likely that they would reach port safely. We need to remember the warnings
that Jesus gave, including these two: “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish” (Luke 13:3), and, “If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your
sins” (John 8:24). We must repent and believe on Jesus Christ, or else we
will perish; we will never reach the port of heaven.

The ship’s owner and the captain probably realised that there were big
risks in continuing the voyage; they knew that sailing was becoming
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dangerous at that time of year. But they decided to go on; they did not want
to spend months in Crete doing nothing useful, just waiting for spring to
arrive, when they would hope to get safely back to Italy.

The prisoners, including Paul, were under the authority of a centurion, an
officer in the Roman army. The centurion listened to the owner and the
captain; they were, after all, the experts. So they sailed on until, not long
afterwards, they were facing a terrible storm. It was so bad that no one
expected to survive. They even threw the cargo overboard to make the ship
lighter. But an angel appeared to Paul, telling him that, although the ship was
going to be lost, no one would lose his life. Paul also said, “Ye should have
hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this
harm and loss”. They should have listen to Paul’s warning. Although he was
not an expert seaman, he was a messenger from God.

On your voyage through life, who will you listen to? Will you listen to the
experts in various fields, or will you listen to the Bible and to God’s
messengers? Of course, if you are to navigate a ship across the sea, or to
build a house, or learn about some area of science, you must learn from the
experts in that field; ministers are not usually qualified in such areas. But, if
on the voyage through life, you are to land safely in the port of heaven, you
must listen to Bible-believing ministers rather than to the kind of people who
are held up as experts in today’s world.

Suppose you were an ordinary person in Jerusalem during the time of
godly King Hezekiah, when the Assyrian armies had invaded Judah and
seemed on the point of conquering Jerusalem itself. You might have heard
the Assyrian general Rabshakeh speaking to some of the King’s officials at
the city wall. You might have told yourself that Rabshakeh was the expert
in fighting wars, when you heard him emphasising the power of the Assyrian
army and Hezekiah’s weakness, and encouraging the people of Judea to
believe that there was no hope for them. He wanted them to surrender at
once to the invaders. He backed up his arguments by speaking about all the
other kingdoms that the Assyrian army had already conquered. It was
obvious that their gods could not deliver them from the power of Assyria; so,
he was asking, how could the Lord deliver Jerusalem?

But Rabshakeh did not know the Lord; he spoke of the true God as if He
was on the same level as the false gods, who could not protect those who
worshipped them; he did not know anything about the power of Hezekiah’s
God, who was later to demonstrate His power by sending an angel to destroy
185 000 soldiers in one night. In the end, because he relied on the Lord,
Hezekiah was delivered from Rabshakeh and his powerful armies.

Today there are many people who are treated as experts on religion; some



The Voyage Through Life 145

of them may be ministers, but they do not really believe the Bible. They may
claim that the religion God has revealed in the Bible is not worth listening
to. Or they may claim that all religions are on the same level and we should
take the best parts of each of them. But, if we are to sail safely through the
storms of life, we dare not listen to such experts. If we do, it is certain that
the voyage will be a complete disaster and we will never reach the port of
heaven – unless we repent, listen to God speaking through the Bible, and
look to Jesus for salvation and for guidance.

There are so-called experts too who write columns in newspapers or take
part in discussions, or present programmes, on radio or television. They may
have various views on religion and on morals, but they do not accept the
religion of the Bible or its moral code, as summed up in the Ten
Commandments. Indeed they may think it mad to follow a book they want
to consider as so out of date. Festus, in front of whom Paul appeared as a
prisoner before sailing for Rome, called the apostle “mad” (Acts 26:24); Paul
had spoken of Christ as the One who “should suffer, and . . . should be the
first that should rise from the dead, and should show light unto the people [of
the Jews] and to the Gentiles”. Festus had real authority as governor of Judea
under the Roman Empire, but he had no authority when it came to matters
of religion. It was Paul who had authority on such subjects.

So today there is a question we should ask about those who speak about
religion and morals; it is: Does this person reflect the teaching of the Bible.
If not, we must not take seriously what they say; we are not to allow it to
influence what we believe and how we act. To believe what is not according
to the Bible, as we continue on our voyage through life, is to put ourselves
in extreme danger of shipwreck, of going down to a lost eternity.

Noah lived in a very wicked time. Most people were rejecting God’s
authority; they did not want God to rule over them or tell them how to live
their lives and how to worship. But Noah was ready to submit to God in
everything, even when God told him to build an ark. The ark was to provide
shelter for Noah and his family in a great flood that would overwhelm the
whole world, but as yet there was no sign of it. Lots of people must have
thought him mad. But he just worked away until the ark was finished. And
he was safe when the flood came. There may have been great storms outside,
but the ark was not in danger; God was taking care of it.

So you will be safe, even in the most serious difficulties you meet on the
voyage through life – if you are trusting in Christ. You will reach the port of
heaven safely. People may think you mad, but those who do not believe
what God says are the ones who are really foolish, however forcefully they
set themselves up as experts and however many people will listen to them.
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Salvation in The Pilgrim’s Progress
2. The Difficulties on the Journey

Rev Roderick MacLeod
This is the second section of a paper given at this year’s Youth Conference. The
first section introduced us to John Bunyan’s famous book.

A solemn feature of Bunyan’s allegory is that several characters turn back
after setting out for the Celestial City. We wish to study The Pilgrim’s

Progress to discover how the author explains the source of the Christian’s
unique strength to persevere to the end. We will now show that the way of
“pilgrims and strangers on the earth” is beset with perils. These difficulties
arise from different sources; there are many snares on the way.
Snares laid by fallen men. Like snares laid to trap a bird, the sinful values
of the world present a series of serious traps, which are laid to ensnare the
true pilgrim in sin. So David said, “The wicked have laid a snare for me”
(Psalm 119:110). God in His wisdom, which is beyond what we can under-
stand, has ordered that the only way for the pilgrim to reach eternal safety
is through the ensnaring world.

John Bunyan illustrates this fact by placing a town named Vanity in the
way of Christian, the main character of his book. This town represents
the world that lies in wickedness. Vanity is a place with a devilish aristocracy,
including Prince Beelzebub, Lord Old Man, Lord Carnal Delight, Lord
Luxurious, Lord Lechery. In this city, other characters have great influence,
such as: Mr Blindman, Mr No-good, Mr Malice, Mr Love-lust, Mr Live-
loose, Mr Heady, Mr High-minded, Mr Enmity, Mr Liar, Mr Cruelty and Mr
Hate-light. The breath of these men poisons the air. It creates an atmosphere
which makes it very difficult for the life of faith to survive, much less to
flourish and grow.

In this way, Bunyan shows us the properties of fallen human nature in
ourselves and others, and the danger it presents. Men who are openly wicked
lay snares for Christian pilgrims. Bunyan shows the danger of characters
such as Ignorance and Atheist.

A different kind of snare in the pilgrim’s path is presented by those who
appear godly and wise, who pretend to give good advice to pilgrims, but
only lead them away from the gospel way. Today many worldly churches
offer a worldly path for Christians which, in the end, is a path to ruin. This
is a snare, because we prefer an easy path. We forget that the way to the
crown of glory involves taking up our cross daily and following Jesus.

Bunyan illustrates this by describing Christian taking “By-path Meadow”.
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It was not, at first, very far from the right way, but it quickly led out of the
way to a prison called “Despair”. This is an old snare. Jeremiah warned
about it: “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein” (Jeremiah 6:16).

Other characters in the way are called Formality and Hypocrisy. Such
men have not come in by the “Wicket Gate”; they are not on the narrow way
that leads to life everlasting. They scoff at true piety and attempt to make
pilgrims ashamed of true religion.

There is also the influence of Timorous and Mistrust, who make true
pilgrims afraid by departing from God. Bunyan fills the reader with horror
at the thought of these characters hasting back to the City of Destruction
because of the difficulties of the way – as they cry, “Back! Back! Back!
Back!” Characters, such as these lay cunning snares so that pilgrims may
stumble into unbelief. David warns us of the danger that wicked men present:
“The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to be wise,
and to do good” (Psalm 36:3).
Snares laid by fallen angels. There are dangers from devils. Satan aims
fiery darts at believers, he makes them afraid to walk in the path of holiness.
He makes them afraid of being faithful to the truth. He threatens them with
persecution, shame and mocking. He troubles them greatly when they walk
courageously. Bunyan’s Pilgrim saw lions in the way. He was so alarmed by
them that, for a moment, he thought that the only safe course was to go back;
he imagined that there was nothing before him but death.

Bunyan tells us that Satan claims Christians as his own by right, arguing
that they once served him. It is true that “there is no prince that will lightly
lose his subjects”. Believers will find that Satan is most certainly such a
prince. He lays serious charges against Christians because of their past
failings. And if he cannot ensnare them that way, he will make them feel
faint because of their present weakness. He attempts to persuade them that
they have no strength for the rest of the journey. Bunyan pictures this kind
of temptation in a dreadful battle between Christian and Lucifer. When
Christian is at his weakest, in his own esteem and in Lucifer’s reckoning too,
he hears that fiend say, “Here, I will spill thy soul,” and, “I am sure of thee
now”. This enmity between grace and sin was foretold in the Garden of Eden
(Genesis 3:15) and the battle has raged ever since. “And he showed me
Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan
standing at his right hand to resist him” (Zechariah 3:1).
Snares laid by fallen self. Carnal security is one of the common evils of the
old man of sin in believers. John Bunyan represents this in more than one
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way. On a hill called Difficulty, there was an arbour, a resting place for
pilgrims, provided by the Lord of the hill; that is, by Christ. We understand
that arbour to represent a promise, or a certain class of promises. Christian
went in there for refreshment, but he fell asleep, and awoke with a start and
then set off again on his journey in a hurry. In his haste, he lost a very
important document called his roll. It contained evidence that he had come
in at the strait gate and was on the narrow way.

Here Bunyan illustrates the danger of presumption. Yes, the promises are
sure, but if we become careless and think we do not need to watch, pray and
feed our souls on the promises – pleading them because of their sureness –
then we shall lose the power of religion on our hearts and become an easy
prey to Satan. Poor Peter too was very self confident: “Though all shall be
offended because of Thee, yet will I never be offended,” said he (Matthew
26:33). But “a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus
of Galilee, and he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou
sayest” (verses 69,70).

Having noticed some of the difficulties in the life of a Christian, we
should not be discouraged. Read 2 Kings 6:8-17 and note especially verses
16 and 17. In the next article we will try, God willing, to identify the sources
of a pilgrim’s strength for persevering to the end of his pilgrimage, in spite of
the snares that are laid in his path.

What the Bible Teaches About Faith
1. What God Requires

Charles Hodge
This article is the first in a new series taken, with editing, from The Way of Life.

God has provided a salvation for sinners which is both abundant and
suitable. But some people will suffer much greater condemnation, because

they have known about the Son of God, the Saviour of the world and yet
have rejected Him. So, while we must understand what Christ has done for
the salvation of sinners, we must also know what we must do in order to be
saved ourselves.

If God has revealed a plan of salvation for sinners, they must accept that
plan if they are to be saved themselves. They must approve of the terms of
salvation presented in the gospel and accept them. As the plan of redemption
is designed for sinners, those who receive its blessings acknowledge that
they are sinners and are justly exposed to God’s displeasure. Those who
have no such sense of guilt must find the plan of salvation foolish.
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The plan assumes that our own obedience is not sufficient to satisfy the
demands of God’s law; so if we submit to this plan, we must give up all
dependence on our own righteousness as the basis for being accepted by
God. If salvation is of grace – entirely of God’s kindness – we must receive
it as such. To bring in our own merit, in any form or to any degree, is to
reject God’s way of salvation, because grace and works are totally opposed.
If we trust to the one, we give up the other.

Justification, as we have seen, involves pardon of sin and being accepted
by God, on the ground of the righteousness of Christ. So submitting to the
plan of salvation involves recognising that the work of Christ is the only
basis for justification before God. However much the children of God may
be perplexed with anxious doubts, they are brought at last to see the perfect
simplicity of the plan of mercy and to admire it; they find that it requires
nothing on their part but to receive what is freely offered – to receive it as
free and what they do not deserve.

It is when the soul realises that it deserves God’s punishment and is
helpless before Him that it embraces Jesus Christ as He is presented in the
gospel. As soon as a sinner does so, he is united to Christ, who takes on his
responsibilities, pleads his cause, secures his pardon and acceptance on the
ground of what He has done. Thus there is no condemnation to them that are
in Christ Jesus.

“Do Good to Them that Hate You”

Hundreds of years ago, Turkey was a much stronger country than it is
now. It had conquered a large part of Europe, and Germany was under

threat of being invaded. A young German soldier, an officer in his country’s
army, had been fighting the Turks as he helped to defend his native land.

He was taken prisoner and held captive in a fortress in Belgrade, now the
capital of Serbia. The governor of the fortress offered the officer a reward if
he would become a Muslim. “Forsake Christ!” the officer exclaimed; “I
would not desert my earthly king to become your Sultan. Do you think then
that I would desert the Lord of heaven, who died for me, to embrace your
false faith? Not even if I were to be skinned alive.”

“You speak proudly, young man,” the governor answered; “perhaps this
spirit may yet be brought down.”

“I do not speak from pride, but from faith – the faith which Christ gave
and Christ will maintain. The religion of Christ is humble, but it is firm.”

The governor answered that he would try to shake his prisoner’s faith.
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And he did; he tortured the officer in various cruel ways, at the same time
continuing his attempt to persuade him to become a Muslim.

The officer replied, “Rather you should turn to the religion of Christ, for
in His faith alone there is salvation. And His doctrine and commandments
are true and pure and holy.” The prisoner trusted that, however great his
suffering, God would not bring him into circumstances that would be too
much for him, that God would always give him grace to endure. So, instead
of giving in, the officer went on telling the governor about the excellence of
Christianity. And God supported him.

The governor then thought he would crush his prisoner’s spirit if he would
bring him down to the level of the animals that ploughed the fields. So he
harnessed the officer in the same yoke with an ox and made them drag the
plough together, through the ground behind them. The prisoner submitted
meekly and told the governor: “If you knew the doctrine of Christ, you
would not act like this. That doctrine is love, and it tells men to love even
their enemies. God is good to the unthankful and the unholy. And Christ
died even for sinners – the just for the unjust, to bring us to God.”

Yet nothing he said did any good. Meanwhile his friends offered a large
ransom in the hope that he would be set free. But it was refused.

Some time later, the officer was set free. He went home, and his friends
were shocked at his appearance. His hair was long and matted and he looked
so very thin.

Two years later, war broke out again, and the officer felt it was his duty to
rejoin the army. This time he and his comrades were more successful; they
captured Belgrade, and among the prisoners captured was the governor of
the fortress. The officer was due a reward for his bravery during the siege
of the city. So he asked to be allowed to take custody of the governor, and
this was granted. The leaders of the army assumed that he wanted to take
revenge on the man who had treated him so badly. And when the captured
governor realised who was to take charge of him, he assumed that his captor
would treat him in the same way as he had been treated in the Belgrade
fortress. The prisoner expected to have to choose between worshipping
Christ as God and suffering even worse torture.

When the officer went to see his captive, he found him sitting on the ground
with his arms folded and a stern expression on his face. When the prisoner
saw his former slave, he told him: “Do your worst!” He accepted that he was
in the officer’s power but added, “I will obey the law of our prophet” – he
was referring to Mohammed.

“And I also will obey the law of my Lord and my God,” the officer
answered; “and the law of Christ is: ‘Love your enemies, bless them that
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curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute you’. Your life and liberty are in my power, and
as the servant of Christ I restore them to you.”

The prisoner did not understand. He thought the officer was only offering
him life and liberty on condition that he would become a Christian. He shook
his head and told the officer, without explaining himself: “I am beyond your
power; no tortures can now make me become a Christian”.

The officer answered, “The doctrine of Christ is one of love and not of
fear. No Christian ever persecutes anyone into his religion, for persecution
affects only the body, not the soul. I offer you life and liberty freely, even
as Christ offers us His salvation. Accept them and they are yours.”

The prisoner looked earnestly at the officer and asked, “Do I understand?
You would give me life and liberty? Do you remember me? You remember
your sufferings?”

Then the officer pointed out that Jesus Christ remembers His sufferings,
yet He forgave those who crucified Him, and is still willing to save His
enemies. “He has taught us not to return evil for evil. His law is love and
His doctrine mercy and His command forgiveness. You are free.”

“It is too late”, the prisoner answered. “The religion of Christ is the
religion of God; there is no other religion of love and forgiveness. But I did
not know this. I expected evil for the evil, and cruelty for cruelty. I have
taken poison.”

The officer felt very sad when he heard these last words and they took
away the joy he felt in hearing his prisoner confess that Christianity is true.
The officer stood stunned for a moment and thought of God’s goodness in
keeping him from the terrible sin of taking away his own life and in giving
him the courage to go on in faith.

Then the prisoner spoke again: “I have taken poison to save myself from
your revenge. It is certain, but it takes effect very slowly. Let me spend the
time that is left to me in learning more about your religion, for surely that
faith you used to speak about so often is better than mine. The religion
which caused you to bear what you endured, and to act as you have done,
must be from God.”

The officer called at once for help and had the prisoner taken to his own
home. He was given an antidote, what was expected to reverse the effect of
the poison. Perhaps this helped to prolong his life for a little, but it had no
permanent effect. The officer used the time that was left to tell the dying man
about the teachings of Jesus. During that time, the man asked to be baptized.

It was the Saviour who said, “By their fruits ye shall know them” (Matthew
7:20). The fruits of grace in the officer’s life were obvious. But the Turkish
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man did not live long enough to show clearly to those around him his was
a permanent, saving change. Yet we know that nothing is too hard for the
Lord Jesus, who saved the thief on the cross at the very end of his life.

God Cannot Change

The young man was indulging in various forms of sin. He paid no attention
to religion. Someone warned him about the consequences of such a life-

style. But, he boldly claimed, he was not afraid of any consequences, because
he believed that God was too merciful to condemn any of His creatures to
hell. He was completely wrong.

His friend told him: “Then you expect finally to go to heaven. But what
kind of heaven do you expect? It surely cannot be the heaven of the Bible.”
He gave, as a reason, the fact that the young man disliked every feature of
heaven: he hated a holy God and he had no desire for those pleasures that are
purely holy. And the longer he lived in sin, the less he would like the ideas
of the Bible. What if he would be admitted to heaven with his present views?
It would be a hell to him to be kept in the company and the activities of holy
people, “the spirits of just men made perfect”.

Could he imagine anything more in conflict with his present tastes? the
young man’s friend went on. And he asked, “Are you training yourself for
such a state?” Was the young man not, in fact, making himself more and more
like the devils? “Are they not more likely to be your future companions?
You are deceiving yourself.

“There is no heaven for you unless God or yourself will undergo a drastic
change. He must become unholy, or you must become holy. And, as the first
of these is impossible, so, without the last, there is no heaven for you.”

The young man was following a dangerous course. He needed to change;
he needed to forsake his sins and trust in Jesus Christ for forgiveness. Did he
do so? Did he listen to his friend, who told him so bluntly and clearly the
terrible consequences of going on in his sinful ways? I do not know.

But, remember, God has not changed. Indeed, He is unchangeably holy. So,
if you are following the ways of sin, think seriously about its consequences.
You may assume that your sins are not as serious as this young man’s, but
the consequences will be the same if you do not look by faith to Jesus Christ,
whom God has appointed as the Saviour from sin. Remember too that unbelief
– the refusal to trust in Christ – is itself an extremely serious sin.

Of course, God is merciful; the Bible tells us so many times. But He is
also just, and so He must punish sin; either Christ or the sinner must suffer.
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And if sinners will not look to Christ, they must – solemnly – bear the
punishment due to their sins, for ever.

Do not delay. Look to Christ now. “For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

For Younger Readers

The Hungry Visitor

The woman gathered her children around the table for a meal.
She had very little food to give them – just one smoked herring.

She was poor. Her husband was dead. But she loved God and she
trusted Him to supply all her needs.

A herring is not a big fish. So when she divided it up between
herself and her children, they would not have much to eat.

The woman had just placed the fish on the table when someone
knocked on the door. She did not know the young man at the door,
but he asked her if he could stay for the night and get a little food.
He told her that he had not tasted any food for a whole day.

Do you think she sent him away hungry and tired? Not at all. She
took him inside, brought him to the table and gave him a share of
the herring. She told the children that God would not leave them, or
make them suffer even more, after this act of kindness.

The visitor came to the table and was surprised at how little food
the woman had. Is this all you have? he asked her. “And do you
offer a share to someone you do not know?” He had never seen such
kindness before. He was afraid she was unfair to her children by
giving him part of the little food that they had.

The woman cried as she told him that she had a son, “a darling
son”. She did not know where he was. Obviously she had not heard
from him for a long time. She was not sure if he was still alive.

How would the woman want other people to treat him? To give
him some food if he was hungry. That was why she was giving a
little of the herring to the visitor. She remembered how God sent
manna to Israel when they were hungry. She knew He could provide
food for her too. She felt that it would be a sin for her not to give
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food to her visitor and to turn him away, even from a home as poor
as hers. Because it was God who had given her that home.

Then the man jumped up. He put his arms round her. He now
knew who she was. He told her: “God indeed has provided just such
a home for your wandering son! My mother! O my mother!”

Yes, the stranger was her own son. He had just arrived back from
far-away India. How thankful the good woman must have been that
she did not sin against God by refusing him food!

For Junior Readers

“It’s So Hard to Be Good”
One day, Tommy Wilson came home from school crying. He ran to his

mother. She pushed his curly hair back from his forehead, kissed him
and asked, “What is the matter?”

“It’s so hard to be good”, he told her.
“What makes you think so, Tommy?”
“Yesterday was Sabbath. You talked to me in the evening about having

a new heart and told me that I must pray to God, and that He would give me
one, and then I would love everybody. And I thought that I would like to
have such a heart. And I prayed when I went to bed and kept thinking about
it until I fell asleep. As soon as I woke in the morning I remembered about
it and prayed again. And it seemed as if I had a new heart – I felt so happy.”

Did Tommy have a new heart? Perhaps it is not possible for us to be
sure. But it is very easy to think we have a new heart – and be wrong. Just
because Tommy felt so happy, and because he may have felt good about
himself, it did not mean he had a new heart. It is the Holy Spirit who creates
a new heart, and we should be asking Him to do that for us.

But what had happened to Tommy? What made him cry?
He told his mother: “When I went to school, I tried to be kind to all the

boys and to learn my lessons well and to be good. But this morning George
Johnston snatched my ball and I got angry and called him a thief. And when
we were playing, Charlie Smith struck me, and, before I thought, I struck
him back again. And coming home this afternoon, James Lewis called me
a coward, and I called him a liar. And so I keep forgetting and doing wrong.
And no matter how hard I try, I can’t be good. It is so easy to get angry, and
bad words come out so quickly. What’s the reason that we can’t be good
when we want to be?”
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Tommy’s mother thought for a minute. Then she asked him: “Do you
remember, Tommy, riding downhill on your sledge last winter?”

“Oh yes, the hill was covered with snow and was beaten down until it was
almost as smooth as ice. And we went down so fast that it almost took away
my breath.”

“Well, but did you go up as fast?”
“O no! It was slow, hard work getting up. We would slip at almost every

step and we couldn’t go up at all in the place where we slid down, but
had to go around to the other side, where the snow was not worn so smooth
and slippery.”

“Then it was easier to go down than to go up, was it?”
“O yes, it’s always so with hills.”
“And the oftener you went down on your sledge, the smoother the snow

got, and the faster you could go?”
“Yes.”
Then his mother told Tommy about God making Adam and Eve and

putting them in the Garden of Eden. She told him: “It was as easy for them
to do right as to go wrong. It was like walking on level ground; they could
go one way as well as the other. But they chose to do wrong. And ever since
then, the world has been like the side of a mountain. It is uphill toward
heaven, and it is downhill toward hell.”

His mother went on: “By doing wrong, we make the downhill more and
more slippery all the time. Our evil habits are like your sledges – they
smooth the way so that we go faster and faster. It’s hard work even to stop
doing wrong, just as hard as for you to stop your sledge when halfway down
and going very fast. And it is still harder to go up. We are all the time
slipping back. We find old habits tripping us up at every step.”

“Then we might as well give up trying”, Tommy said, feeling very sad
and discouraged.

But his mother reminded him that he didn’t feel discouraged when
climbing up the slippery hill in winter. When he fell, he quickly got back on
his feet and kept on going. He so much wanted to sledge down the hill again.

Tommy had to learn that he could not make himself good. He needed a
new heart; he needed to trust in Jesus. And he needed to go on trusting in
Jesus to keep him from doing what is wrong.

The Bible tells us that, if we trust in our own hearts, we are fools. But if
we trust in Jesus Christ, who died instead of sinners, He will take care of us
on our way through this world. And at last He will bring us to heaven.

Everyone in heaven is perfectly good; they never do anything wrong; they
never sin. And no one in heaven finds it hard to be good.



The Young People’s Magazine156

Salvation for the Worst of Sinners
W S Plumer

Taken, with editing, from Short Sermons for the People. Plumer was a well-known
minister in America. The text for this sermon was: “Come now, and let us reason
together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).

These are striking words. Some think the main idea is taken from the crime
of murder, because blood is red and God says just before the text: “Your

hands are full of blood”. Others think that because scarlet and crimson are
bright colours, God says here: Though your sins are as obvious as robes of
red, yet come and be saved. Others think these words refer to the deep stain
made by scarlet and crimson (people of that time knew no way to remove
such stains). So sin makes a deep, lasting stain on the soul; tears, sighs and
even reformation will not take it away. It is not certain which of these
explanations is best. They may all be true. The text teaches:

1. Some sinners are more wicked than others, and the same man may
become more wicked than he was. These truths are taught all through the
Bible. Jesus pointed to the first: “That servant which knew his lord’s will,
and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten
with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given,
of him shall much be required: and to whom men have committed much, of
him will they ask the more” (Luke 12:47,48). Jeremiah clearly notes the
second point: “They proceed from evil to evil” (Jeremiah 9:3); and Paul also:
“Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse” (2 Timothy 3:13).

2. The worst of people may be saved. This is taught in the text, however
you may explain what its language refers to. Other scriptures teach the same
thing. Indeed the Bible is full of proofs of this.

3. The greatest sinners may be saved as readily as others. We are led to
believe this because of many things stated in God’s Word.

1. The fact that Christ became man leads us to expect that He meant to do
some great thing. His did not come into this world for some slight cause.
When we see Him taking our nature, we need not be surprised at any great
mercy. We may wonder if a king marries the poorest girl in the country; but
after he has done that, we are not surprised if he gives her a lot of money.

2. In all the Scriptures, no offer of mercy is made to sinners on condition
that they have sinned just a little. Where is such an offer? It cannot be found.
If it was in the Bible, it would ruin all our hopes.

3. There are many offers of mercy in the Bible to sinners; they do not
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distinguish between different kinds of sinners. Christ told His disciples, “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16). It does not matter
if someone has sinned much or little; true faith in Christ shall save him. All
the Scriptures speak like this. “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat” (Isaiah 55:1). “Him
that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). “If any man hear
My voice and open the door, I will come in to him” (Revelation 3:20). “Who-
soever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17).

4. There are many special offers to the worst of people. Our text is one of
them. God says that the people He addresses are very corrupt, their religious
meetings are iniquity, a trouble to Him, and He is weary to bear them. “When
ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye
make many prayers I will not hear.” And yet, instead of passing final sentence,
He says, “Come now”, and makes them the kindest offers.

5. God’s treatment of wicked men may well lead us to hope that He will
show mercy to the worst sinners. Adam sinned against law and love. In his
sin were pride, ambition, discontent, unbelief and believing the devil. Yet it
is generally thought he was saved. We know that the Lord offered him mercy.
Abraham, the father of believers, was once ready to perish. Joshua told the
Jews: “Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even
Terah, the father of Abraham . . . and they served other gods” (Joshua 24:2).
So Abraham was called out of a nation and family steeped in idolatry.

Christ began to preach among a “people which sat in darkness” (Matthew
4:16). He later saved a woman out of whom He cast seven devils. Harlots
fled to Him for mercy. He went all the way to Jericho, it would seem, mainly
to bring salvation to the chief of the publicans. When He was on the cross,
the only persons, so far as we know, who received mercy from Him were the
centurion over the Roman guard and one of the thieves hanging beside Him.

In Christ’s last days, most of His disciples behaved badly. The Shepherd
was smitten and the sheep were scattered. All seem to have hid their faces
from Him except John, while Peter very wickedly denied Him. Yet when
Christ was risen, He sent word to them all – to Peter in particular – to meet
Him in Galilee. And when He did meet them, He had not one bitter or harsh
word to say. Even when unbelieving Thomas would not receive Him as
Christ, unless he could put his finger into the print of the nails, Jesus so
loved him as to bring him to cry, “My Lord and my God!”

By Christ’s command, His disciples began their work in Jerusalem, then
the wickedest city in the world. And under the first gospel sermon, many of
His murderers were converted. Not long afterwards a persecution arose. It
was bitter and bloody. Among the men chiefly involved was a young man
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of fine ability and a good education. He pursued the saints with awful zeal;
yet Jesus had mercy on him and, by a miracle, brought him to embrace the
gospel. That man was Paul. Well might he write, when older: “This is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief ” (1 Timothy 1:15).

And God has mercy for old sinners too! There was Manasseh, the son of
godly Hezekiah, well instructed in his youth; and raised to be a king. His
very position made his sins worse. He defiled the temple of God. He restored
idolatry. He was a horrid murderer; he filled Jerusalem, from one end to the
other, with much innocent blood. He formed a league with Satan, and by
example and authority led others to sin. He was very obstinate, and would
not hear reproof. He became king when he was 12 and lived to be 67; yet
when he had sinned for 50 years, God pitied him, afflicted him, converted
him and pardoned him. Even if such cases were rare, what God has done
once He could do again. He is as rich in mercy today as He ever was.

Some of the people in the church at Corinth were converted “fornicators,
idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, abusers of themselves with mankind, thieves,
covetous, drunkards, and revilers” (1 Corinthians 6: 9,10). But Paul says to
the whole church at Ephesus: “Ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye
light in the Lord”. It requires infinite love, infinite grace, infinite mercy,
infinite power, and infinite wisdom to save him who has sinned the least.
And it requires but infinite love, grace, mercy, power and wisdom to save
any lost soul.
Concluding remarks: 1. Unbelief is a great sin. It rejects the remedy God
has provided for us in our lost state. It makes God a liar.

2. There is no room for despair. Christ does not break the bruised reed,
nor quench the smoking flax. He has often put His foot on the neck of proud
tyrants and trodden them down to hell. But He never yet trampled on a
broken heart. He will never send any repenting soul away without a blessing.

3. We must receive God’s mercy in Christ. We must believe with our
whole heart. We must look to Jesus. We must come to Him that we may
have life. Without faith in the Redeemer, we must perish. Out of Christ, God
is a consuming fire. Let us not go to Mount Sinai; let us flee to Calvary, and
to the blood of sprinkling.

4. Let us receive the Saviour at once. The door is now open. Tomorrow
it may be for ever shut against you. Let us, who yet have life, not play the
fool any longer. We have the gospel; let us embrace it with all our hearts.
The offer of life that the Lord makes us is sincere. He does not mock any of
His creatures. Will you not this day lay hold on life and be saved? If you
will do so, you shall be blessed for ever.



Looking Around Us 159

Looking Around Us
Can Plants Do Arithmetic?

Well, of course, plants cannot really do arithmetic, but it seems that plants
carry out what amounts to doing division sums; it helps them regulate their
food reserves at night. Scientists say they were amazed to find an example
of this in a plant called arabidopsis. During the hours of darkness, the plant
cannot use energy from sunlight to convert carbon dioxide into sugars and
starch; so it must keep control of its starch reserves to make sure that they
last till dawn.

During the night, something inside the leaf keeps track of the size of the
starch store. Information about time comes from a kind of clock in the plant,
a bit like the human body clock. The researchers have suggested that the
process is controlled by how much there is of two kinds of molecules; they
call them S for starch and T for time. If the S molecules encourage starch to
break down while the T molecules prevent this from happening, then the rate
of starch consumption is set by the ratio of S molecules to T molecules – that
is, the number of S molecules divided by the number of T molecules. The
scientists think a similar process may take place in animals such as birds, to
control fat reserves when they are migrating over long distances, or when
they are short of food as they sit on eggs.

Dr Richard Buggs, who is a plant scientist at the University of London,
commented, “This is not evidence for plant intelligence”. Which is to state
something rather obvious. But he went on to state what is hugely important:
“It simply suggests that plants have a mechanism designed to automatically
regulate how fast they burn carbohydrates at night”.

Note the word designed. Living things, with all their wonderful ways of
working and all their glorious beauty, did not come into existence by some
long series of small natural changes. It just could not happen by evolution.
Nature is far too complicated for that. It all needed a designer. We should be
able to work that out just by thinking about it. We should realise that the
designer was God, who created all things.

But we are not left to our own thinking about these things. The Bible tells
us what we need to know about the beginning of everything; it tells us that
God created all things. We can read about it in Genesis 1. The most relevant
point is that God created us, and so we must worship Him. We should see
His glory in this wonderful world He has made for us. We must also seek to
obey Him in all that He commands us. But this is something that most
people who believe in evolution just do not want to hear.
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The End of the World?

A conference in St Andrews last month was to hear about a new study which
argues that all plants and animals will vanish from this world in less than a
billion years from now. It is expected that the sun will grow hotter and hotter
and eventually there will be too little carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. This
would prevent photosynthesis taking place, the process by which plants take
in energy from sunlight. Then plant life could not survive. And there would
be no food for plant-eating animals; so they could not survive. In the end,
nothing would be left except microbes.

There is probably no reason to doubt that this is what would happen if the
world was to continue for that vast period of time. But there is one thing we
can be sure of: when Jesus Christ comes the second time, everything will be
basically the same as it is today. The Bible tells us that He will then call to
His judgement seat everyone who has ever lived – not just those whom He
has raised from their graves, but also those people who are still alive.

We do not need to worry about the world becoming impossible for life,
including human life; it is not going to happen. What should concern us most
is where we will go when we die – which will take place far sooner than a
billion years from now. We are told: “Prepare to meet thy God” (Amos
4:12). If we turn from our sins and trust in Jesus Christ, all will be well when
we die; God will take us to heaven. And all will be well when the world will
end; there will be no sin to bring condemnation on us at the judgement seat.

Drink and Live
Not to Sinai’s dreadful blaze,
but to Zion’s throne of grace,
By a way marked out with blood,
sinners now approach to God.

Not to hear the fiery law,
but with humble joy to draw
Water by that well supplied,
Jesus opened when He died.

Lord, there are no streams but Thine
can remove a thirst like mine;
’Tis a thirst Thyself didst give;
let me therefore drink and live. John Newton




