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True Religion
What is true religion? This might seem an easy question to answer. True

religion is what the true God has revealed – in the Bible. But many
people would claim to be Christians who do not love God or follow Christ.
They do not trouble to keep all God’s commandments; they do not go to
church very often; most days they do not pray or read the Bible; they never
think of having family worship. Yet can we be sure that everyone is a real
Christians who always goes to church, who makes a point of regularly
reading the Bible and praying, and who would never think of missing out
family worship?

People may be religious just to satisfy their consciences, because they
know that they ought to do such things, or they may just want to keep their
parents happy. So there are other questions we should ask about ourselves:
for instance, Is our heart involved in our religious duties? Do we realise that
sin not only affects what we say and do but also what we think? Do we, as
sinners, trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as the only One who is able to save us
from our sins and from a lost eternity?

Those who have true religion will face up to the reality of sin. Think of
Jesus’ parable about the Pharisee and the publican. If the publican had never
before faced up to this solemn reality, he was at least beginning to do so
now; he was now willing to call himself a sinner. He said, “God be merciful
to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13).

Perhaps if you had asked the Pharisee if he was a sinner, he might have
said, Yes. But he did all in his power to emphasise to God what he thought
were his good points and to avoid confessing his sins. He even thanked God
“that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even
as this publican”. (The publican was a gatherer of taxes for the Roman
government; these tax-gatherers tended to collect much more money than
they had any right to, keeping the extra money for themselves. The Pharisee
assumed that this publican was just as bad as the others.)

And the Pharisee made sure that God would not forget his good deeds.
“I fast twice in the week,” he told the Most High, “I give tithes of all that I
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possess.” He was completely unwilling to face up to the grim reality that he
was a sinner. He would probably have been thoroughly offended if someone
had suggested to him that he had a sinful heart. So we can see that he had a
wrong view of God: seeing Him as One who was easily pleased with human
behaviour and did not probe too deeply into what lay below the surface of
a person’s life, One who was satisfied when people came to the temple and
went through a few empty ceremonies.

Many people today may be very easily satisfied with their religion, and
they think God should be just as easily satisfied, so long as they keep away
from the more serious sins, come to church sometimes and are nice to others.
But when they are in church, do they listen carefully to what is being said?
Do they, guilty sinners that they are, obey the call to believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ? Do they, with their whole heart, join in the prayers being
offered? Do they really worship God?

I do not want to suggest that, in public worship or anywhere else, even
God’s children always act as they should. But they know that they come far
short of perfection; they realise that they sin in their hearts; and they seek
forgiveness from God for Jesus’ sake. They have true religion.

The publican had true religion; perhaps what Jesus was describing was the
very beginning of true religion in his soul. He was confessing sin; he knew
that he did not deserve anything good from God, certainly not the forgiveness
of his sin. That was why he asked God to be merciful to him.

But how can God show mercy to a sinner? How can He forgive sins?
Perhaps it seems perfectly straightforward. But it is not. The Bible tells us
that “without shedding of blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22). That is
why Jesus Christ had to die, to pour out His blood – the pouring out of His
blood points to His death. And that is why there is so much about blood in
the parts of the Old Testament which give instructions about sacrifices –
each sacrifice was a picture of Christ’s one effective sacrifice.

But notice that the publican had gone up to the temple. He may not have
brought a sacrifice that day; yet he could see other sacrifices being offered,
or at least the smoke going up from the altar where the sacrifices were
offered. This showed him how sin could be put away: through a substitute,
provided in God’s mercy, dying instead. The sacrifice was pointing forward
to Christ, who came because of God’s mercy to lost sinners.

The publican felt his need as a sinner. He saw God’s mercy in the sacrifice.
He believed and was saved. The Pharisee did not see that he was really a
sinner; he did not feel his need; he did not see God’s mercy in connection
with the sacrifice. So he did not believe, and – sadly and solemnly – he
was not saved. We know that he was not saved because Jesus said that the
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publican “went down to his house justified rather than the other” man. In
other words, the publican was justified; he was accepted by God as if he had
always kept the law perfectly – because of what Christ was to do in his
place. The Pharisee was not justified; God did not accept him as righteous.
So the Pharisee was lost, unless he later got a change of heart and looked to
Christ for salvation.

How many people today think like the Pharisee? Though they may be
very religious, they do not take to heart that they are sinners; they do not feel
their need of mercy; they do not look to Christ as the One who offered up
Himself as a perfect sacrifice; they do not trust in Him. They remain
unbelieving and they are not saved. Only God knows how many there are.
The important thing for us is to realise that we really are sinners and to look
to Christ as the only Saviour.

In 1820 James W Alexander was 16 and concerned about his soul. He
knew that he was a sinner. One day he was walking across a field. He hardly
dared to ask God for faith or repentance. Suddenly these words burst into his
mind: “Waiting for the moving of the waters” (John 5:3). They referred to
the multitude of people at Bethesda, who were waiting for the angel to come
down and disturb the water in the pool; the first person to go into the water
was healed from whatever disability he had. Jesus came along one day and
healed one of them, an “impotent man” – one who was disabled. Jesus
healed the man right away; it was a picture of Jesus healing those who have
a serious spiritual disability: they are not able to come to Him to be saved.

James said, “I saw myself [to be] the impotent man in a moment. And I
thought that Christ had been saying to me, ‘Wilt thou be made whole?’
hundreds of times in my hearing, but now it seemed to be addressed
particularly to me.” James now realised that Christ had been speaking to him
whenever he heard the gospel preached. Just then he felt that Jesus was asking
him if he was willing that his soul should be healed. “From that moment,”
James added, “I felt able to trust my whole hope and life upon the Lord.”

It was the Lord who made James willing to be saved; it was the Lord who
healed James’ soul, so that he was able to believe. He did not need to wait
for something wonderful to happen that would correspond in his mind to the
miraculous troubling of the water; in fact, Jesus Christ was willing to save
him at that point in time. And he did trust in Christ, as the one who came to
die instead of sinners.

James’ conversion was the beginning of true religion for him. His whole
life showed that he was a true believer, one who was on the way to heaven.
So we can be quite sure that, when James Alexander died, he went home to
heaven. Are you asking God for this true religion?



The Young People’s Magazine126

Does Religion Make You Happy?
James W Alexander

This is part of a letter, as edited, which Alexander wrote, on 1 March 1823, to a friend
after he was converted. When he begins, he is referring to his time in college.

It was there that I humbly trust my eyes were first opened to see the true
value of eternal things. There I first saw with clearness the awful nature of

the rebellion which I was waging against my best Friend and Sovereign
[God Himself]. There I first decided to give up all hopes of happiness from
the world and to seek it in religion. I do not need to tell you that my
decisions have been broken and my resolutions unfulfilled and that I find
every day the truth of that solemn declaration: “The carnal mind is enmity
against God” and is not, and cannot be, subject to His law.

At the time I speak about I enjoyed happiness which I can find no words
to express. I have lost it only because I have so often returned to seek my
comfort from mere earthly enjoyment There certainly cannot be on earth any
greater pleasure than to see oneself, without a doubt, condemned justly by
God’s law and at the same time saved freely by the sovereign mercy of God
in Christ. I never expect to receive from any other source the satisfaction
which I then felt in committing all my cares and concerns, my soul and body
into the hands of a Saviour whose infinitely-lovely character I then saw.

I remember that at that time I looked back with unspeakable astonishment
at the carelessness and indifference with which I had viewed the realities of
another world. I remember that I then thought that if at any time I had
seriously and soberly considered these things for one hour I could not have
been careless about them any longer.

The friendships which I formed under these circumstances are the closest
and most tender I have ever known. And I feel attached to these friends in
a way which I never before knew any thing about.

Perhaps you may ask, Does religion make you happy? If I possessed
religion in its purity I should be perfectly happy, but I do not. My soul is still
attached to the beggarly elements of this world, and I am afraid to say that
I am a Christian. But I can say this: When I feel most deeply the force of
divine truth, that is when I feel myself most deeply a lost sinner – when I see
the hellish blackness of sin and the infinite loveliness of the divine character
– then I feel most happy. I have known times when I could willingly have
given up my life and departed to enjoy the unspeakable pleasures of the
heavenly state, times when I could so freely devote myself to God as to be
willing to live or die, to go to the ends of the earth or live away from
everyone, just as He pleased. Then I could willingly have said sincerely, Thy
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will be done. At such times I have felt more unmixed bliss in half an hour
than in a month as I commonly spend it.

No one can give a reasonable excuse for not loving supremely the Being
who is most adorable and most perfect. God calls upon all men to repent
now and has backed up His command by most terrible threats and the most
attractive promises. But I do not need to tell you these things. You have
doubtless heard them urged powerfully and repeatedly.

The Bible’s Teaching on Justification
10. A Complete Salvation

Charles Hodge
This article is the last in a series taken, with editing, from The Way of Life. For God
to justify someone is to pronounce him or her righteous. Last month’s article
stressed the fact that salvation is completely by grace, not by anything we can do.

The Scriptures present the great teaching that God’s grace in salvation is
suited to meet human needs, and just as suited to promote the glory of

God. If it exalts God, it humbles man. If it shows that He is a Being of infinite
holiness, justice and love, it makes us feel that we lack all merit, that we are
most ill-deserving, that we are without strength, and that our salvation is a
favour we do not deserve. As nothing is more true than human guilt and
helplessness, no repentant soul could fully consent to the plan of redemption
apart from acknowledging these facts.

So someone who realises his pollution and guilt in God’s sight will have
his sense of peace destroyed by the idea that he is saved on account of his
own goodness, or even that he is better than other people. Nothing but an
absolutely-free salvation can suit someone who realises that he deserves
God’s wrath. Nothing else suits his views of truth or his sense of right. The
scriptural doctrine, which assumes what we know to be true – our guilt and
helplessness – places us in a proper relation to God. It is a relation which
matches the truth, our sense of right, our inward experience, and every
proper desire of our hearts. This is one reason why the Scriptures speak of
peace as the result of justification by faith.

There can be no peace while the soul is out of harmony with God, and
there can be no such harmony until it willingly occupies its true position
before God. So long as it does not acknowledge its true character, so long as
it assumes it can earn God’s favour, it is in a false position. Its feelings
towards God are wrong, and God does not show favour to the soul. But
when we take our true place, when we feel we deserve nothing and look on
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pardoning mercy as totally free, we find access to God. Then His love is shed
abroad in our hearts, producing that peace which passes all understanding.
The soul gives up the vain attempt to make itself worthy or to work out a
righteousness with which to appear before God. It is content to be accepted
as unworthy, and to receive – as a gift – a righteousness which can bear the
scrutiny of God.

So a true sense of peace does not come just because one is assured of
pardon; it must be pardon that is founded on a righteousness which magnifies
God’s law and makes it honourable, one which satisfies His justice while it
displays the infinite riches of His tenderness and love. The person cannot
object to such a method of forgiveness. He not only recognises that he is
utterly unworthy but declares it openly. He is not now harassed by an anxious
doubt that God can forgive sin in a way that is consistent with His justice.
For justice is as clearly revealed in the cross of Christ as is love. So the
whole soul submits with humility and delight to a plan of mercy which thus
honours God.

The apostles urge the doctrine of justification by faith on their readers
with special earnestness because it is the only way to be delivered from sin.
So long as people are condemned by the law, and feel that obedience to the
commandments is the only way to be accepted by God, they must sense that
His perfections are ranged against them. Their whole object is to please Him
by means which they know are not sufficient. Their spirit is that of a slave;
their religion is bondage; they see God as a hard master. True love, true
obedience and real peace are all impossible to people in such a state.

But when they are brought to see that God, in infinite love, has set forth
Jesus Christ as a propitiation (a sacrifice which turns away God’s anger) for
sin. He has thus set forth Christ so that He might be just and yet justify those
who believe. They are also brought to see that it is not by works of righteous-
ness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saves. They are set
free from their former bondage and made sons of God. He no longer appears
a hard master but a kind Father. Obedience is no longer a task to be done
for a reward; it is the joyful expression of a son’s love. As the whole relation
of the soul to God is changed, all its feelings and conduct change with it.
Though the believer does not have to perform any works in order to
justification, he does everything to show his thankfulness and love.

“Do we then”, Paul asks, “make void the law through faith? God forbid:
yea, we establish the law.” There is no such thing as real, acceptable
obedience until we are delivered from the bondage of the law as the rule of
justification and are reconciled to God by the death of His Son. Till then we
are slaves and enemies, and have the feelings of slaves. When we have
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accepted the terms of reconciliation, we are the sons of God and have the
feelings of sons. But we must not suppose that the obedience of God’s
children is just due to the influence that comes from a sense of His favour.
It is not mere pardon, or any other isolated blessing, that is offered to us in
the gospel, but complete redemption, including being delivered from evil and
restored to the love and life of God.

So those who believe are not only forgiven; they receive, through Christ,
the great gift of the Holy Spirit. This is why He says, “Without Me, ye can
do nothing”. And, “As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. I am the vine, ye are the
branches. He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit.” Thus the gospel method of salvation is worthy of all acceptation. It
reveals God’s perfections in the clearest light and it is in every way suited
to the character and needs of men. It places us in our true position as sinners
who deserve nothing; and it secures pardon, peace of conscience and
holiness of life. It is the wisdom and the power of God unto salvation.

No one should be surprised that the Scriptures teach that to reject this
method of redemption is the main ground of condemnation for those who
perish under the sound of the gospel. It is the height of folly and
disobedience for people to insist on adopting some other plan of salvation
when this one is so clearly revealed. That we should reject mercy – when the
Son of God has come into the world, died the just for the unjust, and offered
us eternal life – shows great a love for sin and carelessness about enjoying
God. Even if all other grounds of condemnation could be removed, this
alone would be enough. “He that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

Salvation in The Pilgrim’s Progress
1. Introduction

Rev Roderick MacLeod

This is the first section of a paper given at this year’s Youth Conference.

The Author. John Bunyan was born in 1628. He followed a semiskilled
trade, but one that was very useful – mending pots for the poor, travelling
from one place to another to do so. He was a Protestant. He was not in
church practice a Presbyterian. Yet he suffered in a cause which lies at the
heart of Presbyterianism. That cause is the firm belief that the civil powers
(those who make the laws of the nation and see that they are obeyed) have
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no authority in the spiritual affairs of the Church. Bunyan’s doctrine in The
Pilgrim’s Progress is Calvinistic. It is important to know this because, if we
do not know the foundations of the author’s teaching, we cannot know how
to interpret The Pilgrim’s Progress.

The Pilgrims Progress was written in Bedford jail. Why was he there?
He was put in prison for preaching the glorious gospel of the blessed God. He
had been preaching by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, who, as King
of Sion, had sent him into the world to preach the gospel. One would think
that this was authority enough; but, under Charles II, a minister could be
punished if he addressed a congregation and was not an Episcopal minister,
or if he did not follow the ritual of the Church of England in conducting
divine services. John Bunyan believed that earthly kings did not have the
authority to make laws about spiritual matters.

Several times he was brought from prison to appear before magistrates.
They offered him his liberty if he would promise not to preach. But, each
time, he assured his earthly judges that, if they gave him his liberty that day,
he would be back preaching the next because he was responsible to his
heavenly Judge.

Bunyan’s Spiritual Wisdom. Human wisdom has been defined as the
ability to apply to a given situation the knowledge one has gained. John
Bunyan was a wise Christian. Being confined in a prison cannot be good for
one’s soul. Satan is going about looking for idle minds. One can take it as a
rule that if we, at any time, do not find useful work for ourselves, Satan will
find something sinful for us to do. This is to allow ourselves to be his slaves.
If we are his slaves, we are his agents in advancing the reign of sin, and so
also the reign of death. What wise man would wish to serve so evil a creature
as the devil or advance the cause of so evil a thing as sin!

Bunyan was well aware of this moral danger and found work for himself
in Bedford jail. He wrote The Pilgrim’s Progress. Explaining the origin of
the book, he speaks of “spending my vacant seasons in this my scribble
[some scribble!] to direct myself, in doing this, from worser thoughts, which
make me do amiss”.

Here we see that the war with devils, which the godly characters
represented in The Pilgrim’s Progress have the honour of waging, was a
reality to the author himself. God was teaching his hands to fight and his
heart to be always, without a moment’s pause, watching against the schemes
of Satan. He was learning that wisdom which God gives to those who are in
“the way of understanding”, so that they are able to fight the good fight of
faith, and he was using that wisdom.

Our imprisoned author came to learn, as all Christians will, the only
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ordinary way to keep his heart from falling into temptation and from sinning
against God, who loved him, and gave His Son for him. That way was to fill
his mind – as much as that is possible in this world – with profitable things.
“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to
do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12,13).

The Book. The Bible is the Christian pilgrim-soldier’s guide. We could
say that The Pilgrim’s Progress is an explanation of the kind of Bible verse
which warns us to watch against sin in ourselves, in Satan and in the world.
We could also say that The Pilgrim’s Progress is an account of a sinner whose
sinful heart was once under the power of sin, but when he fled from the
wrath to come, he found deliverance and reconciliation with God and then
went in the way to everlasting glory. It is the account of someone who has
discovered in the glorious gospel of the blessed God that, though the broken
law was pursuing him, the Lord Jesus Christ is able to save to the uttermost
those who lie under the curse of the law.

The Pilgrim’s Progress is about someone who has begun to see things in
their true nature, whose heart has been deeply impressed by the truths he
professes to believe and so it has been totally changed. It is about learning to
keep the heart with all diligence, for “out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs
4:23). It is about learning by grace to be “casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ”.

But what kind of book is The Pilgrim’s Progress? It is an allegory. An
allegory is a piece of writing which should be interpreted so as to understand
the hidden meaning intended by the author.

It could never be a theological textbook, but it is theological. We need to
have the doctrine of salvation presented in a series of well-arranged
statements accurately drawn from the Word of God; that is what we have in
The Shorter Catechism. But The Pilgrim’s Progress is different; it is a
beautiful illustration which uses an imaginary narrative. Though its vivid
pictures of hills and valleys, of beautiful and beastly things, are imaginary,
The Pilgrim’s Progress is an account of the life of faith, accurately drawn
from the common experiences of those who have seen the truth as it really
is – those who have been taught by the Holy Spirit through the truth of the
Word of God.

It is about the mind and heart of man. Psychologists study how people’s
minds are affected by various influences. They may study people who have
been kidnapped, or people who have been shell-shocked in battle. This book
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is the result of a careful study of the heart. It demonstrates a wonderful insight
into the effects on the mind of a man when the Holy Spirit sovereignly begins,
in effectual calling, to set up the kingdom of Christ in his soul and then to
establish that kingdom. It is about what happens in the heart and mind of a
man when he is born again. It is about what happens when a black, worthless
sinner is conquered by love and overcome by grace. And it shows a close
personal understanding of the war with sin and Satan.

The theme in this book which I am most interested in, and which I think
is one of its most important, is perseverance unto the end. Where does
strength to continue to the end come from, so that Christian – unlike so many
other characters in the book (who begin well but go back) – actually obtains
everlasting life? Where, according to John Bunyan, lies the weakness of the
one and the strength of the other? We will try to answer these questions in
future articles, God willing.

“The Best Day’s Work You Ever Did”

Adam Schofield had only been to church once or twice in his life; he thought
that people who went to church must be very bad, because they needed

so much preaching and praying to keep them right. He often visited John
Ashworth’s house when John was young.

Ashworth grew up, left the village and became a preacher. He became so
concerned about Adam’s soul that one day he walked two miles to visit him.
Adam was sitting alone by the fire and seemed glad to see his visitor. After
John explained why he had come, Adam looked into the fire for several
minutes without speaking. At last he said, “I think, John, you might have
found hundreds, between here and your house, a deal worse than I am. I
don’t know why you should be so concerned about me.”

“That is what I expected and feared you would say, Adam, and it is what
makes me so concerned about you. If you felt yourself a sinner, you would
seek for a Saviour; but so long as you think you are not a sinner, there is no
hope for you. You are very like several persons that I have seen and heard
of and, if you will allow me, I will tell you about some of them, Adam.”

“If it will not take long, you can go on,” he replied.
Ashworth began by telling his friend about an old man he overtook one

Sabbath – probably John was on his way to preach. “I am coming from
church,” the old man told him, “but it is getting a long way for me to go
now, and I think I shall not be able to go much longer.”

“I am glad to hear you say you have been to church this morning, and that
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you are preparing for your latter end; for I never see an old man, or an old
woman, but I think they are not far from either heaven or hell.”

“Well, as for that,” the old man answered, “I think I shall stand as good
a chance as most folk, for I’ve attended church, at times, for 40 years,
always paid my way, and I don’t know that I’ve done anybody any harm;
what more do you want?”

John reminded him of all the prayers he would have heard in church
which spoke of confessing sin.

“I cannot walk up this hill so fast, you had better go on without me,” the
man said, leaning his arm on a gate to rest, but not wanting to hear any more.

John too leaned on the gate and, looking him in the face, told him bluntly:
“I know why you want me to leave you, but I dare not until I have warned
you of your danger. The Bible says all have sinned and, if we say we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves. And unless we repent we shall be lost for ever!
A man must be born again or he can never enter heaven. And here you are,
an old man of 72 years of age, attending the church, at times, for 40 years,
and yet you are . . . as surely going to hell as you lean upon that gate. The
moment you spoke of your goodness, you made me miserable, for I then
knew that you are what the Bible calls a Pharisee, and Pharisees never go to
heaven. The Lord have mercy upon you, for you are a miserable sinner.”

As Ashworth spoke, the old man seemed amazed and restless, and begged
him to go. He had made him uneasy, the man said. Ashworth left him, but
first he repeated his message, as kindly as he could. This man was the first
example of someone self-righteous.

About the same time, one of his neighbours wanted to see Ashworth. He
went and found the man propped up in bed, looking very poorly.

“I am glad you are come, Mr Ashworth,” he said, “for I wanted to have
a little talk with you; but you know I have not been as bad as some.”

“No, John,” his wife agreed, “there are thousands worse than you are.”
“I have never been much of a swearer”, the man went on. “I have not been

a drunkard; I have been drunk, but not as often as some.” He was always
honest “to the penny”, he claimed, and he sometimes went to church. And
each time he spoke, his wife earnestly backed him up.

Ashworth listened till they finished. Then he rose to leave, saying, “Well,
I will go home, there is no need for me here; Christ did not die for you”.

“Christ did not die for me!” the man exclaimed. “How so?”
“I mean what I say. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners only;

But according to the statement of you and your wife, you are no sinner,
but a very good man. Christ came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance. And as you make out that you are a very righteous man, and
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your wife confirms it, Christ cannot have died for you. So I must bid you a
good day, for I can be of no use if I remain.”

“Do not go; do not go, for I have been very miserable for several days,
and I want something.”

“Yes, John, you want those rotten props knocking down, and if they are
not knocked down, you will as sure be lost as you are in that bed.”

“Well, what must I do? I am willing that you should tell me, for I cannot
bear to think that Christ did not die for me.”

“Well, John, just answer me a few questions. Have you ever taken God’s
name in vain?”

“Yes, many times, many times.”
“Then the Lord declares that swearers cannot enter heaven. Have you ever

been drunk? I think you have.”
“Yes, I have, many a time.”
“The Lord declares that no drunkard shall enter heaven. Have you not had

wicked thoughts, such as lust, envy, malice, hatred, or revenge?”
“Yes, thousands of times.”
“Well, then, the Bible tells us that only the pure in heart shall see God. So,

you see, all along you have been deceiving yourself and depending on your
good works. You admit you have broken the law, and unless you get
forgiveness through Christ, you will perish.”

“That is another case”, Ashworth told Adam, and he began again.
“You knew old James Nuttall, Adam, did you not?”
“Yes, I knew old James,” Adam replied.
James was a good man who for many years went about visiting the sick

and relieving the poor. Once someone gave him two shillings to take to a
sick dressmaker. He knocked at the door and a feeble voice called out, “Come
in”. James walked in, and in a corner of a large room he found the sick dress-
maker confined to bed. He told her he had two shillings for her.

She soon stopped him by saying, “Old man, it is not me you are seeking;
it is someone else, so you had better take it to the right place”.

The old man still thought he was right. He asked her if she was a dress-
maker, and if there was anyone else nearby with the same name.

Yes, she told him, she was a dressmaker, the only person with that name.
“Then it is for you, and I will leave it on the mantelpiece. And I always

like to pray, both with sick people and healthy ones, if they will let me.”
While James was saying this, he took off his hat, and laid it on a chair. He

placed his walking stick in the corner, near the sick woman’s head. He knelt
down, prayed that the Lord would bless the sick and poor, that He would
pardon the woman all her sins and make her happy. While he was praying,
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the woman took hold of the walking stick and lifted it up, meaning to bring
it down hard on his bald head for daring to call her a sinner; but the old
man’s God kept back her hand.

When he rose from his knees, she began to abuse the good man: “Who
told you that I was a sinner. I am as good as either you or them, and I do not
thank you for either your prayer or your money. Me a sinner, indeed! Where
you find one better you will find a thousand worse, and I hope you will not
call here again.”

James, looked at the woman with surprise and sorrow and said, “The
money was given to me for you, and I will leave it; and I will pray for you
when I get home, that the Lord will open your blind eyes and soften your
hard heart, for you need both, I am sure.”

This woman recovered from her sickness and was converted; she had
come to a different mind about her goodness.

Ashworth then continued, “One more case, Adam, and then I have done.
One evening, a rough character came to my house, urgently requesting that
I would go with him to see an old woman who was very poorly. I at once
went and . . . found her sitting up in bed, moaning and very restless.

“You have sent for me”, Ashworth told the old woman.
“Nay, I have not, nor did I want you. I am not going to die, I have only

got the colic, and I shall soon be better; I will have none of your talk, nor
your prayer,” said the old woman.

“Old Mary, you should not talk that way to Mr Ashworth; he comes for
your good,” said the man.

“Hold thee thy noise, thou scamp; I am as good as thee, thou devil, or as
anybody in this street. . . . I will send for someone to pray with me when I
am going to die, and not till then; half an hour will do for that.”

The old woman was soon better. But one night she lost her balance at the
top of the stairs; she fell and was found dead at the bottom. She did not even
have the half hour she promised herself to prepare for eternity.

After telling about these people, Ashworth waited to hear what Adam
would say, but he stayed silent. When he was about to leave, Ashworth asked
himself: Shall I ask Adam to let me pray with him, or would it be more
prudent to leave him without doing so?

Ashworth did ask him, and Adam answered, “No, John, what little I do
in that line, I can do for myself ”. Instead Ashworth offered him a little book,
called Come to Jesus, which he accepted.

Several weeks later Ashworth called again, and again found him alone.
On the table near him lay the little book and it was clear that Adam had been
reading it. He told Ashworth that he had long wanted to see him; he had spent
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some very miserable hours since Ashworth had last called; he had come to
the conclusion that he would be lost.

“I am glad such is the case, Adam,” said Ashworth. “Now I have hope
concerning you; for Jesus Christ came to seek and save that which was lost.”

“So this little book says. There is no nonsense about this book; it is all out
of the Bible. I have been like the man you mentioned, all my life resting on
rotten props, but this book has knocked them all down, and I am now almost
in despair.”

Ashworth then drew his chair nearer to where Adam was sitting and asked,
“Do you now think that you are better than others and that your good deeds
outweigh your bad ones?”

“No, I feel ashamed that ever I talked that way, to you or anyone else.”
“Do you still think there is too much preaching, praying and Bible reading,

as you once did?”
“No, I have read the Bible more and, in my way, prayed more the last two

months than I have done for 20 years before.”
“Do you now think you are a sinner, Adam?”
“I am sure I am, and a great sinner. Whatever shall I do?”
“Do you feel you are a sinner? For there is a vast difference between

merely believing we are sinners and feeling we are sinners.”
“Yes, I feel I am, and feel it so keen that it sometimes makes me sweat.”
“Well now, do you feel that Christ can save you?”
“Why, He has saved millions, and He . . . .” And he burst into tears.
“Do you believe that He will save you, Adam?”
“I hope He will,” was his reply. He held down his head, and seemed in

great trouble. Ashworth prayed with him and felt hopeful that God heard
their prayer. As he left, Ashworth thanked God, in his heart, that Adam, once
so self-righteous, was now pleading for mercy.

Adam still sought pardon, still studied the Bible and the little book, Come
to Jesus, and attended public worship regularly. “Before I saw him again,”
said Ashworth, “he was a sinner saved by grace and a very happy child of
God. . . . His consistent Christian life was strong evidence that the change
was real.” Adam confessed, “When I saw myself on the day I obtained
mercy, what I was and what I had been, I believed and felt that if my sins of
heart and life had been spread out, they were enough to damn all the people
in Rochdale”, where he lived.

Ashworth added, “The evidence of saving faith is a life of holiness, and
Adam tried to live that life . . . . He loved his Bible, loved to talk with
religious people, loved the house of God and, with child-like simplicity,
spoke of his entire dependence on Christ as the only foundation of his hope.”
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On his way to preach, one fine Sabbath morning, Ashworth had to pass
Adam’s house. Adam was seriously ill and Ashworth was glad to find him
still alive. Ashworth noted: “With a feeble whisper, and with great effort, he
spoke of his great joy and peace, and thanked me that I had ever come to tell
him of his danger, saying, ‘It was the best day’s work you ever did. Had I
remained a self-righteous Pharisee I should have been lost, but now, by the
grace of God, and faith in Jesus Christ, I am just entering heaven.’”

“That day,” Ashworth commented, “Adam went where there are millions
of converted publicans and sinners, but where there is not one self-righteous
person, for there is no Pharisee in heaven, nor ever will be while heaven is
heaven. But among the millions of sinners saved by grace around the throne
of God will now be found the soul of my happy friend, old Adam.”

For Junior Readers

“I Went to Pray”

It was in the days when people depended on sailing ships to get around the
world. The Cornelia had been only at sea for a few days when she ran into

a very severe storm which lasted for five days. Then a sail became tangled
at the top of the main mast and someone had to climb up the mast to put
things right. It was a dangerous task, as the wind was blowing strongly and
the ship was rolling about in the huge waves.

The ship’s mate ordered a boy to go up the mast to sort the sail. But first
the boy rushed along the deck to the front part of the ship, where his sleeping
quarters where. In a few minutes he came back and climbed purposefully up
the mast and set to work on the sail.

But why was such a young lad away at sea, far away from home? His
father had died and his mother had no money. So the boy had to go to sea,
so that he and his mother would have something to live on.

Another man was standing nearby and watched, until he was dizzy, as the
boy climbed ever higher and as the wind roared around him. The man
challenged the mate for sending a boy up to what seemed like certain death.
It seemed so cruel. Why, the man asked, did you send him?

“I did it”, the mate answered, “to save his life.” If the problem was not
sorted, the ship would be in danger of sinking and then everyone, including
the boy, would drown. The mate went on to explain, “We’ve sometimes lost
men overboard, but never a boy. See how he holds on like a squirrel. He is
more careful; he’ll come down safe, I hope.”

About 15 or 20 minutes later, the boy climbed safely back down to the
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deck. Later that day the man met the boy again and spoke to him. He asked
the boy why he had gone away before climbing the mast. “I went”, the boy
explained, “to pray.”

“Do you pray?”
“Yes, I thought that I might not come down alive, and I went to commit

my soul to God.”
“Where did you learn to pray?”
“At home. My mother wanted me to go to the Sabbath school, and my

teacher urged me to pray to God to keep me. And I do.” This teacher, with
a concern for the boy’s soul, had also given him a New Testament before
he left.

Clearly this boy had learned something useful from his teacher; he knew
he ought to pray in a time of danger. And he knew that his soul needed to be
saved. I hope he learned from his New Testament the way of salvation from
sin – through Jesus Christ – and that he trusted in this glorious Saviour. If we
trust in Him, Christ will bring us safely through all the dangers of this life
and take us at last into the blessedness of heaven.

For Younger Readers

“Me Do Love Jesus”

Samuel was a little boy in a Sabbath school class. The teacher was
talking about words beginning with various letters; perhaps all

were the names of people in the Bible. Maybe he spoke about A for
Abraham, B for Benjamin, C for Caleb and D for David.

There are many Bible names that begin with J. Can you think of
some of them? There are Joshua, Jeremiah, Joel, James and John –
all good men. And there are lots of others. But far more important
than any of these is Jesus. He came to save sinners like us.

Samuel listened very carefully to what the teacher was saying
about Jesus. He was so pleased to listen to these wonderful things.
Then he said, “Me do love Jesus”. And the teacher was sure he
really meant it.

Soon after this, Samuel became very ill. Then he became worse
and died. It would have been very sad for those who loved him. But
because Samuel loved Jesus, he went straight to heaven to be with
Jesus, the One he loved. There he has no sin and is perfectly happy.
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Scripture and Catechism Exercises 2012-13
Overseas Names for Exercise 2

Senior Section: Auckland: Anne de Boer. Connecticut: Rachel Mack. Gisborne: Finlay and Muriel
Cramp, Emma van Dorp. Grafton: Rachel Bridgen. Netherlands: Gerben Bakker.
Intermediate Section: Auckland: Rita de Bruin. Chesley: Calvin Smith, Samuel Zekveld.
Connecticut: Rebecca and Sarah Mack. Gisborne: Annika van Dorp. Grafton: Duncan Marshall.
Singapore: Nehemiah Chai Yong. Sydney: Anna van Dorp.
Junior Section: Auckland: Claudia and James Campbell, Nathanael de Bruin. Chesley: Abigail and
Josiah Smith. Grafton: Calum Marshall.
Upper Primary Section: Chesley: Joel Bouman. Gisborne: Sarah van Dorp. Grafton: Hugh
Marshall. Singapore: Owen Hayer Chai Yi.
Lower Primary Section: Auckland: John and Rachel Campbell, Abby de Bruin, Amelia Smith.
Chesley: Kara Zekveld. Connecticut: Nathanael Mack. Grafton: Jared McAlpine, William Marshall.
Singapore: Naomi Ruth Chai Shi. Sydney: Abigail and James Swinn.

Looking Around Us
The Collapse of Christianity?

“Christianity is facing a catastrophic collapse in Britain.” This is how an
article in The Daily Telegraph reported information from the 2011 census.
If present trends continue for another 10 years, fewer than half the United
Kingdom population will claim to be Christians. Already, the proportion of
young people who would describe themselves as Christians is much lower.

But what is a claim to be a Christian worth? It is completely worthless if
people never go to church, never read their Bible (assuming they have one)
and do not pray. And in very many Protestant churches, sadly, although
people may hear a little of the Bible read, they will not hear, in the preaching,
the Bible’s great teachings about sin, and salvation by faith in Jesus Christ
alone. They will not hear about Him as the One who died to bear away the
sins of rebellious human beings. They will not hear about the new birth:
what it means and how necessary it is. Indeed if we were to restrict the word
Christian to those who are truly born again and trusting in the Saviour, and
if it was possible for us to count them up, we would find that they form a
very small proportion of the British population.

The head of the National Secular Society, Keith Wood, argued against the
country recognising Christianity as the national religion and, particularly,
recognising the Church of England as the established Church. He and his
society, of course, want such things to be part of a forgotten past. The pity
is that the Church of England is so unfaithful a witness to the teachings of
the Bible. Yet it is right that each country should recognise the true religion,
which is the Christianity of the Bible.
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Mr Wood claimed that the long-term decline in Christianity, especially
among young people, is now “unstoppable”. But he is completely wrong. He
claims not to believe in God. But God most definitely exists; and He has
unlimited power. He is able to change the religious situation in Britain and
every other country very quickly. Then multitudes of people, old and young,
would not only profess to be Christians but would be true believers in Christ
Jesus. They would very quickly forsake their sins, their worldliness, their
false religion and their neglect of true religion. They would instead follow
in the holy ways of God, trusting in Him as the one who has revealed Him-
self in the Bible, and trusting in no one and nothing else.

What is needed? That God would spread the truths about sin and salvation
to every part of the world and powerfully apply these truths, by the Holy
Spirit, to multitudes of sinners. And the time will come when God will work
in that way; He has said in the Bible that He will do so. But if we know these
truths, let us seek salvation earnestly, asking God to work powerfully in our
souls so that we might repent and believe the gospel.

Australia and NZ Youth Conference
The 2014 Youth Conference in New Zealand will be held, God willing, from
1.30 pm on Tuesday, January 7, till 3 pm on Thursday, January 9, at the
Keswick Christian Conference Centre, Rotorua, New Zealand. The Lower
age limit is 16. The cost is NZ$140. Payments can be made on arrival at the
conference, but please e-mail Mr Cornell van Kralingen as soon as possible
to tell him that you intend to attend (vks@xnet.co.nz).

The papers and speakers for this Conference are as follows:

History of the Church in New Zealand – Early Missionary Endeavour

Mr C van Kralingen

Easter and Christmas – Unchristian and Unwarranted

Mr C MacKenzie

Mary, Martha and Lazarus Rev J Smith

Social Friendships Mr D Vermeulen

“Persecuted, but not Forsaken” – The Christian Church in China

Rev G Macdonald

Why do we use the Authorised (King James) Version? Mr H Optland




