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“This Book”

William S Plumer was brought up in Ohio. His father owned a floating
shop, which he sailed from place to place on the Ohio River. As he grew

up, William often felt the force of God’s Word on his soul when listening to
sermons; he also felt impressed by accidents in which he was involved and
after friends had died. One day, when he was 18, he was listening to his
minister, a man called Chadwick, who was probably preaching on the words
of Christ in Revelation 3:20: “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with Me”.

Afterwards two women saw William in tears and spoke to him. One told
him she hoped he would not lose his impressions – something that is very
dangerous; so we should treat very seriously any degree of conviction of sin.
The other woman hoped it would not be long till “Christ would be all in all”
to him. William had no idea what she meant, but he was convinced of two
things: (1) that a true Christian knew something which he was completely
ignorant of, (2) that he was sadly in the dark about the Saviour.

His struggles continued for a fortnight. He lists the five main difficulties
he felt: (1.) He was very self-righteous; (2.) Though he knew a lot about the
Bible, yet he was not born again; he did not have a new heart; (3.) Though
he knew something about his sinfulness, he did not see that there was nothing
whatever in him that was good; (4.) His will was not submitting to God’s
will; (5.) He found the idea of God’s sovereignty – that He has a right to do
as He pleases in everything – very offensive to his mind.

He found that Chadwick “took sides with God, and laid the blame on me
wholly,” which was entirely right. And for William it was very helpful. He
stated, “I was utterly driven to despair of ever saving myself ”. But by God’s
grace he was made willing to submit to God’s will and ways. “I saw”, he
confessed, “a beauty and fitness in the plan of salvation. I saw it was right
that God should rule everywhere – in particular, in me and over me.”

Plumer became a minister (another of his short sermons appears in this
Magazine). Another minister listened to him preach just six weeks before he
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died, in 1880, and noted, “He just held us all spellbound. He preached to us
with the earnestness of a father entreating his children.”

He spent the last part of his life teaching students who were preparing for
the ministry. One of his students remembered how Plumer, “with long white
beard reaching down to his waist, delivered our diplomas and gave each of
us a small Bible, saying, ‘By this Book you shall live, by this Book you shall
preach, and by this Book you shall be judged at the last day’ ”.

This article is not directed to preachers, so we will not spend time on
Plumer’s second point, except for one matter. You expect that, whenever
you go to church and hear someone preaching, he will base what he says on
a text from the Bible, and you expect that everything he says will be truth
that can be found in the Bible. If he does not keep to what the Bible teaches,
you may be quite sure that this is someone you should not listen to.
By this book you shall live. Because Adam fell from the perfect condition
in which he was created, we are all fallen creatures; we must die; even now
we are spiritually dead. How can we become spiritually alive? How can we
have eternal life? We must attend to what the Bible says; nowhere else can
we find a safe answer to these questions. And the Bible’s answer is safe
because it is true; it is the answer revealed by the true God, the One who
made all things. The Bible tells us about Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
who came into the world to save sinners. If you believe in Him, eternal life
will be yours (see John 3:16).

And if you believe, how will you go on from here? The Bible must still
be your guide. You must seek grace to follow the Ten Commandments,
which God has given as guidelines for life in this world. The first four of
these commandments give directions about your relationship to God, for you
are to love Him with your whole heart; to be half-hearted before God is
sinful. The other six of the Ten Commandments direct you in your relations
with other people. But the whole of the Bible gives us teaching about how
we should live.

Consider what Paul and Peter, for instance, tell us in their Epistles about
how people should live – what they should do and what they should not do.
See how Peter emphasises the need for holiness. How high a standard he
sets: “As He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation” (1 Peter 1:15). Just as God is perfectly holy, so His people
ought to be equally holy in their whole way of living. And Peter backed up
that statement by quoting God’s words from Leviticus; he adds as a reason:
“Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy”.

But why is so much of the Bible given over to telling about people and
what they did? One reason is: so that we would learn, on the one hand, how
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not to live and that God is displeased with a wicked life. For instance, Judas,
who was a thief and betrayed Jesus to His enemies, went “to his own place”
(Acts 1:25) – the place which his sins deserved: a lost eternity.

On the other hand, the lives of godly men and women are examples to us
of how we ought to live, and the Bible shows us the blessed eternity which
follows a godly life. We could say that, when David died, he too went to his
own place. But that place was heaven, for he sought to live a godly life and
he trusted in God for salvation from sin. Yet not even the most godly person
in the Bible was free from sin. David himself sinned so seriously that the
enemies of the Lord felt free to blaspheme Him when they heard about it;
God was dishonoured. There is only one perfect example in the Bible; that
is the Lord Jesus Christ, and we are always to follow Him.

The Bible also teaches us that we cannot follow Christ in our own strength.
Paul was very conscious that he and his fellow Christians were not “sufficient
of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves”; they could not even think in
a God-glorifying way, one that was free from sin, without God’s help. But
he added, “Our sufficiency is of God” (2 Corinthians 3:5). We need to be
absolutely dependent on Jesus Christ for every step that we take through this
life. Only in that way can we be safe.

By this book you shall be judged at the last day. What is the standard that
will be used in judging us on the last day, when Christ will come with His
holy angels? It is revealed in the Bible. For one thing, He will look to see if
we still have sinful hearts, or have we been fully cleansed through the work
of the Holy Spirit?

And what about the guilt of the many sins that we have committed in this
life? Are they still our responsibility? Must we ourselves bear the punish-
ment of them to all eternity? Or have we looked by faith to Christ and been
forgiven, because He bore the punishment instead?

We read too about the books being opened on the Day of Judgement (see
Revelation 20:12). Of course God does not need to write down what we
have done in this life; John is describing what he saw in a vision. What was
recorded in the books John saw represents God’s perfect memory of every-
thing that has happened in our lives. Did we love God, or did we not? Did we
seek to please Him, or did we not? Did we believe in the Lord Christ Jesus,
or did we not? There will be plenty of evidence one way or another, and the
Judgement will be carried through in a way that is perfectly just.

How necessary then that we should read the Bible! How necessary too
that we should seek God’s blessing on it! Then we will accept what the Bible
teaches about sin and about salvation, and we will trust in Christ Jesus as a
Saviour who is altogether suited to us in our great need as guilty sinners.
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God’s Work in Ness
6. After 1843
Rev Angus Smith

Last month’s article told about some ministers in Ness, on the Isle of Lewis. This
is the last article in the series.

Donald Macrae, the fourth Evangelical minister in Ness. John Finlayson
left Ness soon after the Free Church of Scotland was formed, in 1843.

Donald Macrae came in his place in 1844. He was born in Kintail, in Wester
Ross, in 1802. His entire ministry was in Ness, where he was known as
Little Macrae (in contrast with the earlier minister who was called Big
Macrae). When he came to Ness, the congregation had to worship in the
open air, at a river in Dell – the place being called the “Coimhthional”
(Congregation) to this day. The Marquis of Breadalbane showed kindness
to the people by purchasing a quantity of driftwood which he gave to help
build a new church.

This church was built in South Dell in the midst of grinding poverty and
was not really large enough for an expanding population. It had no porch,
and, on one stormy day, Macrae was becoming annoyed at so many people
arriving late, during the first part of the service. The wind was on the door,
and Donald Macdonald the elder banged the door shut every time someone
came in. Macrae became quite short tempered and ordered the elder not to
open the door again for anybody, until the chapter had been read. There was
another click, and the elder got up to open the door. The minister shouted,
“You would not be so willing to do it if you were asked to do it”. The elder’s
meek reply was, “We do not read that the Lord ever commanded anyone to
keep a sinner from hearing the Word of God”, so he continued rising to let
latecomers in.

This Donald Macdonald once accompanied Big Macrae to a house where
family worship was being conducted. The singing was terrible, and the elder
said so. Macrae said, “It is very good singing, as there is no room for pride
in it. The next generation will know all the tunes, but they will not sing them
with half this sincerity.”

Another man living in Ness at the time was Angus Maciver from
Swainbost, one of the 14 villages in Ness. He was born in Uig, and was
known as a rough man. In the days of Finlay Cook, the Lord began a good
work in him, and after a period of great soul agony, he found peace in Christ.
He was notable for his quaint expressions in prayer. He once prayed, “O
Lord, if we get into heaven, we will be thankful, even if we can only get in
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sideways”. His brother-in-law, John Morrison, corrected him, saying, “There
is no need for anyone to go in sideways through the door which is Christ.
There is room enough for a whole world to go through, not sideways, but by
a march full ahead.”

Whatever Angus was doing, he had to go to private prayer often, lying
down his full length for from five to eight minutes. He often took his grand-
son to the barn with him to pray, saying, “Come, my child, though you do
not know what I say now, when you grow up you will remember that your
grandfather used to pray with you, and for you”.

There are two problems in writing about the saints in Ness and other
places in these days. Firstly, the even course of their Christian lives tends to
leave little to say about them. It is easier, for instance, to write an essay on
Peter than on Andrew. Secondly, these men shunned publicity. Their piety
was to a great extent between themselves and their God. Because of these
factors, those who are written about and remembered tend to have something
unusual about them.

John Macdonald, Port of Ness, was a precentor in the congregation for
most of the time Donald Macrae was there. He was one of Big Macrae’s
converts and had a high regard for him. He would be heard in church,
exclaiming under his breath, “If you, Big Macrae, will be saved, then I will
be saved; and if I will be saved, you will be saved”. “How then could I help
but honour him?” he would say.

Strangely enough, he carried the habit of repetition into his sleep, and
seemingly he never sang so sweetly as he did in his sleep, when all around
would hear him. One night, at a communion season in Back, everyone
sleeping in a large barn was awakened with the loud cry, “O Israel, thou hast
destroyed thyself ” (Hosea 13:9). As he continued repeating these words, a
woman called out, “O John, will you not finish the text, ‘But in Me is thine
help’?” They had to waken him.

He would spends nights alone in a hollow praying for the fishermen of
Ness. Angus Thomson, an elder, called out at his funeral: “You fishermen
of Ness should take it to heart that one who was constantly at the throne of
grace on your behalf has been removed”.

Kenneth Macpherson, catechist. In 1853 Kenneth Macpherson of
Stornoway came to Lionel as a schoolteacher, and later became catechist in
Lionel. He had a sharp, probing mind. Commenting on Psalm 11:3: “If the
foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” he said that three
great giants meet the Christian on his journey to glory: (1) Is there a God?
(2) Am I in God’s election? (3) Was it God who gave me that portion of
Scripture to which I trusted myself ? Speaking of prayer, Macpherson said,
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“There is one form of prayer the devil cannot spoil, namely, the silent
ejaculation of the soul which is within the veil and beyond his reach, before
he is aware of it”.

Duncan Macbeath, fifth Evangelical minister in Ness. Macbeath was a
missionary in and around Inverness, and also in Ness. He became a minister
in Ness in 1879. His call was signed by 1375 people. At his induction, the
sermon was on Psalm 68:18: “Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led
captivity captive; Thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious
also, that the Lord God might dwell among them”. He died in 1891, after a
troubled ministry; those who did most to bring him to Ness as minister had
turned against him. His original pulpit is still in South Dell with a small
hollow in the wood, where he would place his snuff box during the service.

The Rejected Lamb
Rev N M Ross

It is fascinating at this time of the year to see the lambs frolicking in the
fields, playing with one another and seeking the attention of their mothers.
A few days ago I watched with interest as a lamb went to a sheep to join

another lamb in drinking her milk. Suddenly the sheep lowered her head and
pushed away the lamb when he came near. Again he went for a drink but the
sheep pushed him away as if to say, “You don’t belong to my family”. So
the lamb just stood there, rejected by that family but separated from the
family he had wandered from and should have been with.

Then I heard a loud bleating. It was from another sheep some distance
away. The lamb went running to the other sheep and began to drink her milk.
You see, that sheep was her real mother. Her bleating seemed to say, “Come
to me, this is the family you should be in” – and the lamb knew her voice.
No wonder he ran to her to drink along with his twin who joined him. He
was now in the right family.

This is a picture of what has happened to some Christians at the time of
their conversion. I remember a Christian saying that, when he began to seek
the Lord seriously, he was no longer wanted by the family of the world in
which he had been trying to get satisfaction and happiness. Why? Because
he was now serious about his soul. The world of ungodliness was saying, as
it were, “You’re not one of us”. Indeed, he now felt he could never really go
back to that family.

But he was not yet in the right family, he said. He felt himself to be away
from the family of the children of God, the family which is also the flock of
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Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd. He knew that this truly is the right family,
but how could he find a place in it? 

Then he heard the kindly call of the family of God saying, “Come thou
with us, and we will do thee good”. He heard especially the call of the Good
Shepherd: “Come unto Me”. He recognised that voice to be the voice of the
One who calls His own sheep by name, and he was made able to go to Him
most willingly. He was now in the right family.

Now, are you in the right family? You, like the lambs, are growing and
having fun with others. And you want to be safe and happy. But can you be
truly safe and happy if you are not one of the children of God – if you are
not one of the lambs in the Good Shepherd’s flock? Of course not!

Perhaps there is someone reading this who is seriously seeking salvation.
You have begun to turn away from the sinful ways of the world, and you
want to find peace with God and to be a true Christian – but your friends do
not understand. They may even say you are weird and do not belong to them
any more. But yet you are not in the family of God, in the flock of Christ.
You feel you are somewhere in between and you know not what to do. O do
not go back to the world – and do not give up seeking the Lord. His promise
is, “Seek and ye shall find”. And He is still calling, “Come unto Me”.

May you run to Him by believing in Him. Then you will be safe and
happy in the right family.

The Bible’s Teaching on Justification
9. Salvation Is by Grace

Charles Hodge
This series comes from The Way of Life and has been edited. For God to justify
someone is to pronounce him or her righteous. Last month’s article pointed to
Christ as a perfect righteousness for sinners; when they trust in Him as God’s
perfectly-righteous provision they are justified.

It is one of the strongest evidences of the divine origin of the Scriptures that
they are suited to our nature and our circumstances. If we would believe

their teachings and obey their commands, we would stand in a true relation
to God. Parents and children, husbands and wives, rulers and subjects, would
reach the highest possible degree of excellence and happiness. Truth is in
order to holiness. And all truth is known to be truth because it tends to
promote holiness. When anyone applies this test to the Scriptures generally,
their divine perfection is seen; and when the test is applied to justification by
faith in Jesus Christ, one can see that the doctrine is altogether worthy of
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being accepted. The Bible tells us that justification displays the wisdom,
justice, holiness and love of God while it secures the pardon, peace and
holiness of sinners.

We should be ready to admit that the highest possible purpose of creation
and redemption is the glory of God in the revelation of His perfections. So
any doctrine which is suited to show this glory is worthy of being received
everywhere. Now the Bible teaches us that God’s perfections are specially
revealed in the plan of redemption, and that it was designed to show “the
manifold wisdom of God” unto “principalities and powers”. Christ was set
forth as a propitiation (a sacrifice which turns away God’s anger) to show
His justice and the exceeding riches of His grace in Christ Jesus. It is the
love of God that is most obviously shown here.

Some people strangely imagine that the death of Christ brought about the
love of God for sinners. But Christ’s death was the effect of that love, not its
cause. Christ did not die so that God might love sinners; but he died because
God loved them. “God commendeth His love toward us”, wrote Paul, “in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). “God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

When this love of God is shown towards the unworthy, it is called grace.
This is what the Scriptures dwell on so often and so earnestly. The mystery
of redemption is this: a Being of infinite holiness and justice showing
such wonderful love to sinners. Hence the writers of the Bible so earnestly
denounce everything that obscures grace in the gospel – everything that
suggests people are worthy, that their own goodness is in any way the cause
of this love of God. It is by grace, “lest any man should boast”. We are
justified by grace; we are saved by grace. And if it is “by grace, it is no more
of works; otherwise grace is no more grace”.

Paul teaches us that the plan of salvation is due to God’s kindness – what
we could not deserve. If we are accepted with Him, it is in no way because
we are worthy of it. And God applies salvation in such a way as to draw
attention to grace; He chooses the foolish, the weak, even those who are
nothing, in order that “no flesh should glory in His presence”. Christ is made
everything to believers, so that those who glory should glory only in the Lord.

It should be obvious to everyone reading this that, unless he is sincerely
glad that the whole glory of his salvation belongs to God, his heart cannot
be right. If he believes that the ground of being accepted with God is in
himself, or even wishes that it were so, he is not prepared for heaven, where
they sing to Him “who hath saved us and called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace”. It is
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obvious that the writers of the Bible often confess that they are unworthy in
God’s sight. It was of grace that anyone was saved; and it was of grace that
they were saved rather than others. Thus it is all of grace, that God may be
exalted and glorified in all them that believe.

The doctrine of the free justification of sinners, by faith in Jesus Christ,
not only displays the infinite love of God, but it is specially honourable to
Him because it is adapted to everyone. “Is He the God of the Jews only? Is
He not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also; seeing it is one God
who shall justify the circumcision by faith, and the uncircumcision through
faith. For the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him. For who-
soever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” This teaching is
not for one nation only; it is as broad as the earth. Wherever human beings
can be found, there the mercy of God in Christ Jesus may be preached. Paul
greatly rejoices in this feature of the plan of redemption as worthy of God,
as it makes the gospel the foundation of a religion for all nations and ages.

For Junior Readers

The Priceless Diamond
Have you heard about the Koh-i-Noor diamond? It was once the largest

diamond known anywhere; it is now set into the front of the beautiful
crown that was made for Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. It and the other
precious Crown Jewels are kept in the Tower of London.

Originally it came from a mine in India. It was handed over from one
Indian prince to another when the one prince lost to the other in a war. It
then came into the hands of the British in 1849 and was to be presented to
Queen Victoria.

The priceless gem was entrusted to an official called John Lawrence to
bring it safely to Britain. He placed the diamond in a little box in one of his
pockets before he travelled by ship from Bombay to London. Then some
time passed before the Queen’s palace asked for the precious jewel.

It seems very difficult to believe but, after he arrived in Britain, John
Lawrence was so taken up with his own business that he forgot all about the
treasure. When he heard from the palace, he was in a great panic. He called
his servant and asked him if he had found a little package in one of his
pockets some months before. You can imagine how worried he was as he
waited for the man to answer and thought about how careless he had been.

“Yes, Sir,” the servant replied, “I did find a small box and put it away in
a drawer.”
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He then went for the box and opened it. They removed layer after layer
of wrappings and there lay the wonderful diamond! The old servant knew
nothing about its value; he thought it was nothing but a piece of glass. How
relieved John Lawrence was and how glad to be able to hand the jewel over!
It was later presented to the Queen in a ceremony at Buckingham Palace in
July 1850.

What about you? Did you realise that you have a far more precious
treasure than the Koh-i-Noor diamond? It is your never-dying soul. What are
you doing with it? Are you treating it as if it was of no value? Are you
paying no attention to it? Are you even forgetting about it altogether while
you are busy with other things?

What does the Bible have to say? It asks, “What shall it profit a man, if
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?” And what if you were to hear these solemn
words which were once spoken to the rich farmer, “This night thy soul shall
be required of thee”? Would you be ready to go to heaven this night?

J van Kralingen

The Last Warning

Spencer Cone had been an actor. But he decided that it would be far better
to live as a hero than just to mimic deeds of greatness, and he sensibly

gave up for ever his acting career in the theatre. Yet he was still an
unconverted young man; he still had an ungodly attitude.

Some time later, Spencer was working in a newspaper office in the
American city of Baltimore. One morning, after breakfast, he picked up a
newspaper and noticed an advert for an auction where a large number of
books were to be offered for sale. “I will look in,” he said to himself, “as I
go to the office, and see what they are.”

He did so, and the first book he picked up was a volume of John Newton’s
writings. He remembered taking the book out of the College library, when
he had been a student, and reading it to his mother. He wanted to buy it; so
he arranged with his friend the auctioneer that it would be put up for sale as
soon as he appeared at the auction that evening.

Spencer’s office was just on the other side of the street. He was crossing
the road when, just half way over, he seemed to hear these words, as if
spoken to him in a very loud voice: “This is your last warning”. Spencer
trembled; he felt as if he was in the grasp of Almighty God.

His mind went back to a sermon he had heard, when he was just 8, on the
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words: “Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there?” (Jeremiah
8:22). He remembered clearly the main points of the sermon: (1) total
depravity, the fact that our whole nature is desperately wicked; (2) universal
condemnation, everyone is condemned to a lost eternity; (3) salvation is only
by the balm of Gilead – “the blood of the Lamb”. Spencer was so influenced
by the sermon that for months he could not go to sleep unless he had said the
Lord’s prayer, or some other form of prayer which his mother had taught
him. But these impressions did not last. Nor did the impressions which were
produced two years later by a powerful sermon preached by Ashbel Green,
then a well-known minister in Philadelphia. Green used the words of John
the Baptist for his text: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin
of the world” (John 1:29).

Spencer went into the office and tried to settle down to work, but his hand
was shaking so badly that he could not write. So he went outside and walked
back and fore along a street “to drown, if it were possible, my thoughts and
feelings”. But it proved impossible. “The sound still rang,” he said, “not only
in my ears, but through my heart, like the sound of a trumpet: This is your
last warning.” When he went home for his dinner, he tried his best to hide
his feelings from his wife.

At the time arranged, Spencer went to the auction and bought the book. He
went straight home and read the story of Newton’s life through to the end,
before going to bed. “There seemed to be some strong points of resemblance
between us,” Spencer said, noting that Newton “had been rescued from the
wrath to come.” But he asked himself: “What would become of me?”

Spencer noted too that Newton had found help through reading the Bible.
He decided to follow Newton’s example and rise early to search the
Scriptures. His wife thought he was going mad, but Spencer later commented,
“No, I was not mad! He who had compassion on the poor Gadarene was now
bringing me to my right mind in a way that I knew not.” And Jesus must
become his only hope.

Spencer did begin to read the Bible carefully, trying to find out how
sinners could be saved. In two months he had read the Psalms and various
other parts of the Bible; indeed he had read the whole of the New Testament
more than 20 times. As well as the Psalms, he paid particular attention to
John’s Gospel and the Epistle to the Romans. He found it very difficult to do
any work about the house or in the office. Thinking of Jesus’ words in
Matthew 16:26, he said, “I felt continually that it would profit me nothing
to ‘gain the whole world’ and at last lose my own soul”. He made every
effort to go to church but, no matter who he listened to, he could not under-
stand the way of salvation.
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One evening, after the rest of the family had gone to bed, Spencer went
up to an empty attic and walked back and fore across the room in great agony
of mind. He kneeled down to pray and thought about Hezekiah, when God
told him that he would die. Spencer followed Hezekiah’s example and cried
to God for mercy. The idea came into his mind that he must now endure just
as many years of soul-trouble as the 28 or so years he had spent in rebellion
against God. It was just an impression; it certainly was not a revelation from
God. God was much more gracious to him than that idea suggested. Yet
Spencer expressed to God his willingness to endure 1000 years of the kind
of anguish he now felt, if only he would be saved at last.

He went on reading the Bible and seeking the Lord in his lonely attic,
especially after everyone else had gone to sleep. One Saturday night he
realised that Noah’s ark was a pattern of the way of salvation. “I saw an
ungodly race swept away with the flood,” he recalled 30 years later, “but
Noah and his family were saved, for God shut them in the ark. I felt that, as
a sinner, I was condemned and justly exposed to immediate and everlasting
destruction. I saw distinctly that in Christ alone I must be saved, if saved at
all.” Now, if not before, Spencer was trusting in Christ Jesus for the salvation
of his soul. And even after these 30 years had passed, he had not changed his
view of how God saves sinners.

After this he went to bed and slept better than he had done for many
weeks; he no longer had a guilty conscience. The next morning he wakened
early, went downstairs and lit a fire in a front room. He sat down and began
to read in John 13. He reached the words: “Peter saith unto Him, Thou shalt
never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no
part with me. Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also
my hands and my head.” Then it was as if his heart melted; he felt that he
had been washed from head to foot, through the blood of Jesus. The fear of
eternal punishment had been taken away and in tears he went down on the
rug in front of the fire to give thanks to God in prayer. He said, “My sins,
which were many, were all forgiven me,” and, instead of his fears, he had a
peace of mind which passes understanding.

How important for sinners to heed every warning that God sends them!
There are many warnings in the Bible; I am sure you will hear many warnings
as you listen to sermons; indeed, any illness or accident you experience is a
warning that you must die. Sometime there will be a last warning, but you
may not recognise it as the last one. How much better to treat every warning
as if it was your last! If you are wise, you will begin now to seek the Lord
earnestly and to look to Jesus Christ as the willing Saviour of sinners. You
cannot do so too soon.
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For Younger Readers

God Knows the Best Time

Someone loaned the lady a book. She wanted to read it. But for
four or five weeks she had no time to sit down and open it.

It was Saturday, and the lady needed to buy food, at least for that
day and the Sabbath. But she had no money. What could she do?

She thought about it, and she probably prayed to God about it.
But she still did not know what to do.

She felt she should sit down and read the book. She sat down and
opened it. And what did she find inside?

She found some money. A friend put it there. Now she could go
to the shops and buy some food.

It was God who made the lady’s friend put the money in the
book. And God knew when the lady would need it most – not when
she was given the book, but some weeks later. God kept her from
looking inside until she would really need it.

God knows everything. He knows the best time for everything.
The lady knew that, and she praised Him for leading her to the
money when she most needed it.

Through the Alphabet with the Bible
Here are five verses from the Bible using the word:

Look
Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see (Isaiah 42:18).
Precept: Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am
God, and there is none else (Isaiah 45:22).
Promise: But to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a
contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word (Isaiah 66:2).
Prayer: Look on me, Lord, and merciful do Thou unto me prove,

as Thou art wont to do to those Thy name who truly love
(Psalm 119:132).

Encouragement: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and
unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto
salvation (Hebrews 9:28). S
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Signs of Coming Destruction
W S Plumer

Taken, with editing, from Short Sermons for the People. Plumer was a well-known
minister in America. The text for this sermon was: “I know that God hath determined
to destroy thee” (2 Chronicles 25:16).

These are the words of a prophet to Amaziah, a guilty prince, when he
showed that his heart was fully set in him to do evil. They were

completely fulfilled. The very people whom he had made his tools in iniquity
conspired against him, sent to Lachish after him and slew him there. The text
brings two great truths before our minds.
1. There is such a thing as destruction. Another name for it is death. It
may be temporal. It may be spiritual. It may be eternal. It may be all three
of these. God threatens the wicked with destruction and it shall surely come
on those who will not mend their ways.

1. It is near. It is close at hand. “The time is short.” Even when Jacob was
130 years old, he said, “Few and evil have the days of the years of my life
been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my
fathers in the days of their pilgrimage” (Genesis 47:9). What is your life? It
is a vapour, a shadow, a handbreath, a tale that has been told. Whether you
are a saint or a sinner, a friend or an enemy of God, your earthly life will
soon be over. If you shall die in your sins, your destruction is very near.

2. It approaches all the wicked very quickly. The Bible compares it to a
whirlwind and desolation (Proverbs 1:27). Nothing is quicker than the flight
of time; and when their time is over, the incurably wicked are destroyed.

3. It is sudden and surprising. The wicked do not look for it. “When they
cry, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:3).
It must be so. The wicked will not take a warning. They will not fear when
they have the best reason for fear. They will not take a warning when God
Himself warns them. It was so at the Flood. For 120 years God waited on the
old world to repent, and yet they would not do so. Then the Flood came and
they perished. It was so in Jerusalem. God told the people how He would
sweep them “with the besom [broom] of destruction” if they went on in their
sins. But they did not take heed till terrible woes came on them.

4. It is certain for those who will not turn from their wickedness. It belongs
to them (Job 31:3). They are fitted for it (Romans 9:22). They are reserved
for it (Job 21:30). It is the natural and necessary result of sin: “Destruction
and misery are in their ways” (Romans 3:16). The wide gate and the broad
way lead to destruction, and nowhere else (Matthew 7:13). It is certain
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because God has threatened it, and He cannot lie. It is certain, because He
has already destroyed many – many who were just as confident as anyone
now can be that they would escape all evil.

5. It is total. It is called a “mighty destruction”, “utter destruction”. They are
said to be drowned in “destruction and perdition”. It is a destruction of all
their fond hopes and all their pleasing prospects. It is the destruction of soul,
body and spirit. It leaves nothing but gloom and death and despair and the
worm that never dies and the torments of the damned.

6. It is everlasting. It has no end. It will never be over. The Bible is clear:
“They shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord, and from the glory of His power” (2 Thessalonians 1:9).
2. We sometimes know, before people die, that God will destroy them.
We should be very careful not to abuse this teaching, nor to judge others
harshly. We should chiefly apply this awful doctrine to ourselves. Yet the
signs are sometimes sure:

1. Prevailing, incurable pride. The Bible says so: “The Lord will destroy
the house of the proud” (Proverbs 15:25). “Pride goeth before destruction,
and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). “Before destruction the
heart of man is haughty” (Proverbs 18:12). God has given us some awful
examples on this point. When Herod made a great speech, and the people
shouted, “It is the voice of a god”, he drank it all in; and “immediately the
angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was
eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost” (Acts 12:23).

2. Huge ambition. “Seekest thou great things for thyself ? Seek them not.”
He that is busy seeking great honours from others has no time or heart to
seek the honour that comes from God only. The Scriptures leave no doubt
on this matter. “He that exalteth his gate, seeketh destruction” (Proverbs
17:19). See how God has set Sennacherib as a beacon on the mountains to
warn those who are daringly ambitious.

3. The lawless use of the tongue. How many say, My tongue is my own,
and I will say what I please; or they blurt out what they think, cover them-
selves with reproach, fill their friends with sorrow and dishonour God. Let
them listen to Scripture: “He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life; but he
that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction” (Proverbs 13:3). “A fool’s
mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul” (Proverbs
18:7). “Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. God shall
likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out
of thy dwelling-place, and root thee out of the land of the living” (Psalm
52:4,5). In particular, the Bible settles the destiny of liars who do not repent:
“Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing [a lie]: the Lord will abhor the
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bloody and deceitful man” (Psalm 5:6). “All liars shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone” (Revelation 21:8).

4. Wickedly turning Scripture to error or jest or anything unrighteous.
Luther well said, “When God would destroy a man, He gives him up to
pervert Scripture”. To be false teachers, and privily bring in “damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them” is fearful. They “bring
upon themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2:1). They that are unlearned
and unstable wrest Scripture “to their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16).

5. Incurable covetousness. “They that will be rich fall into temptation
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in
destruction and perdition” (1 Timothy 6:9).

6. When people, because of decency or conscience, or any such cause, are
restrained from wickedness, and yet take pleasure in those who do it (Romans
1:32). This is delighting in wickedness for its own sake. It shows that there
is no restraint on their heart. How eagerly some people talk about, or listen
to, the vile deeds of others who themselves would blush to speak of them.

7. A continued, strong hatred to good men. So long as someone respects
piety, admits that the Christian is right, and wishes that he was one himself,
there would seem to be some hope. But when he gives himself up to enmity
against all goodness, his case is very alarming.

8. Hardening one’s heart and not listening to reproof. “He that being often
reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without
remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). “Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed”
(Proverbs 13:13). This was the sign that settled the mind of the prophet about
Amaziah. That prince insolently said to God’s servant: “Art thou made of the
king’s counsel? Forbear; why shouldest thou be smitten?” Then the prophet
stopped and said, “I know that God hath determined to destroy thee, because
thou hast done this, and hast not hearkened unto my counsel”.

9. All these tokens of coming wrath are increased when people do not
improve through afflictions. See the awful passage, Amos 4:6-12, on this
subject. Elsewhere the Lord says, “Why should ye be stricken any more? ye
will revolt more and more” (Isaiah 1:5). Woe to such a people, especially if
they have continuous prosperity, for “the turning away of the simple shall
slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them” (Proverbs 1:32).
Concluding remarks. 1. A way of escape, through Jesus Christ, is still set
before all who yet hear the gospel. The way is sure. It is near. It is every way
suitable. Enter it and walk in it.

2. If you will flee from the wrath to come, your escape must be speedy,
earnest and persevering. There must be no turning back. You must haste to
the mountain. It is a case of life and death.



Looking Around Us 119

Looking Around Us
“You Have One Unsent Message”

April 3 was just another day for Alexander Heit when the 22-year-old
student at the University of Northern Colorado was driving along in his car.
His iPhone alerted him to an incoming text message from a friend. Alexander
reached for his phone and began to text back a response. While his eyes
were briefly diverted from the road the car slowed and began to drift directly
into oncoming traffic. Suddenly Alexander looked up and jerked the steering
wheel, but it was too late. The car left the road and rolled over. He died
shortly afterwards.

A photograph has been released showing the phone; the conversation may
be read. The message that Alexander was typing out while he lost control of
his car was never finished or sent. What was the urgent and vital message
that tragically cost Alexander so much?

“Sounds good my man,” he wrote, “seeya soon, ill tw . . . .” It is a very
sad and solemn reminder of the folly of setting the highest value upon the
most ordinary things and words of this life. A vast amount of time and
energy are given to idle, meaningless words that are of no greater worth than
straws in the wind. “Surely every man walketh in a vain show: surely they
are disquieted in vain” (Psalm 39:6).

We promise ourselves that “tomorrow shall be as this day, and much more
abundant” (Is 56:12). We promise ourselves more time, but the Bible says,
“Ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away” (James 4:13).

“Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may
bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1). We do not know what today may bring forth,
let alone tomorrow. We often promise ourselves tomorrow, to do the most
important things that should not be put off from today. These include seeking
the salvation of our souls by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ: “Behold, now is
the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). We cannot be sure that we will again
have the opportunities, as well as the privileges, that we enjoy today. But
we can be sure that we must leave this world, though we do not know the
moment when our soul shall be required of us.

Matthew Henry comments: “We must not put off the great work of
conversion, that one thing needful, till tomorrow, as if we were sure of it, but
today, while it is called today, [we must] hear God’s voice”.

This is the message that we must respond to urgently, before it is too late:
“Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is
near” (Isaiah 55:6). MV
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Scripture and Catechism Exercises 2012-13
Names for Exercise 2

Senior Section: Barnoldswick: David J Martin, Rebecca Ross. Edinburgh: Daniel Macdonald.
Gairloch: Donald and Rachel MacKenzie, Catherine and Mairi Wyatt. King’s Lynn: Matthew
Wiltshire. Kyle: Nathan Whear. London: Andrew Munns. Longcot: Ruth and Samuel Cooper.
Snizort: Rebecca MacLeod. Tonbridge: Heidi Playfoot. Vatten: Jayne Fleming.
Intermediate Section: Aberdeen: Sarah Somerset. Barnoldswick: James Ross. Chippenham:

Rosie Salkeld. Edinburgh: Annabelle Macdonald. Gairloch: Andrew Mackenzie. Glasgow:

Kenneth Macpherson, Emma Norris. King’s Lynn: Susanne Wiltshire. London: Sam Munns.
Ness: Kathryn Ferguson. North Tolsta: Mairi Campbell. Snizort: Sarah Macleod. Stornoway:

Aimee Macleod, Joanna MacLean. Tonbridge: James Playfoot.
Junior Section: Aberdeen: Rachel Somerset. Barnoldswick: Christopher J Metcalfe. Dingwall:

Hannah MacKenzie, Laura MacLeod, Matthew Ross. Gairloch: Roddie Wyatt. Glasgow: Katie
MacPherson, Jessica and Jonathan Norris, Rachel Smith. Guildford: Susanna Risbridger.
Inverness: Daniel Maton. Kyle: Sarah J Whear. London: Henry Munns. North Tolsta: Anna
Campbell, Catriona Nicolson. Stornoway: Lucienne Doig, Cara MacLeod. Tonbridge: Katie
Playfoot. Trowbridge: Abigail and Daniel Broome.
Upper Primary Section: Aberdeen: Samuel McIntosh. Chippenham: Timothy Salkeld.
Dingwall: Esther Ross. Edinburgh: Bradley Morrison. Gairloch: Josh and Kyrene Tallach.
Glasgow: Iain Macpherson, Louise Norris. Inverness: Jessica Maton. Kings Lynn: Thomas
Wiltshire. Ness: Eilidh Ferguson. North Harris: Hope Macleod. North Tolsta: Ross Campbell,
Ruth Morrison, Beth Nicolson. Snizort: Jonathan Macleod. South Harris: Jessica Ann
Macleod. Stockport: Henry Johnson. Stornoway: Jamie Doig, Matthew Macleod, Kate and
Mollie MacSween. Tonbridge: Joseph Playfoot. Vatten: Hannah Fleming.
Lower Primary Section: Aberdeen: Jane Somerset. Barnoldswick: Timothy Metcalfe, Calvin
Middleton, Claudia and Daniel van Essen. Beauly: Deborah MacLean. Brighton: Katharine
Hills. Dingwall: Catherine Campbell, Lydia and Thomas Ross. Edinburgh: Jenna Campbell,
Fraser Morrison. Glasgow: Grant Maclennan, Hugh and Susie Macpherson, David Norris,
Cameron and Hugh Ross, Rebecca Smith. Halkirk: Annelise Hymers-Mackintosh. Inverness:

Emily Hutton, Lois Maton. Kyle: Mark Whear. London: Manow Fox, David, John and Sarah
Munns. North Harris: John Chisholm, Hannah Jardine, Cara and Connor Macdonald, Neil and
Ruairidh Morrison. North Tolsta: Esther Campbell, Angus Morrison. North Uist: Mairi
Macdonald. Snizort: Andrew Macleod. Stornoway: Fraser Macleod, Jeni Macleod, Joshua
Morrison. Tain: Abigail and Benjamin Reynolds. Vatten: Catriona Mackinnon.

Australia and New Zealand Youth Conference
The Youth Conference for 2014 will be held in New Zealand, at Keswick
Christian Conference Centre, Rotorua, from Tuesday, January 7, to Thurs-
day, January 9, God willing. The cost is $140NZ per person. For further
information please contact Mr Cornell Van Kralingen at vks@xnet.co.nz.




