
The
Young People’s

Magazine
Issued by the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland

Reformed in Doctrine, Worship and Practice

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor
the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them” Ecclesiastes 12:1

May 2013 Vol 78 • No 5



The Young People’s Magazine
Published by the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. Scottish charity number SC003545.
Editor: Rev Kenneth D Macleod BSc, F P Manse, Ferry Road, Leverburgh, Isle of Harris,
HS5 3UA; tel: 01859 520271; e-mail: kdmacleod@gmail.com. All unsigned articles are by
the Editor.
Material for the magazine should reach the editor by the beginning of the previous month.
Subscriptions, Renewals, Changes of Address should be sent to the General Treasurer:
Mr W Campbell, 133 Woodlands Road, Glasgow, G3 6LE; e-mail: wc.fpchurch@btconnect.
com; tel: 0141 332 9283. The subscription year ends in December, and subscriptions should
be sent in January each year for the following 12 months. Subscription rates, including postage,
are: F P Magazine £26.00 (£2.00 per copy); Y P Magazine £15.00 (£1.00 per copy); both
magazines £39.00. All queries should be directed to the General Treasurer, not to the printer.
Free Presbyterian Magazine: The Church’s main magazine is The Free Presbyterian
Magazine. Send to the General Treasurer at the above address for a free sample copy. See
above for subscription rates.

Contents
Is It Best to Have an Easy Life? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

God’s Work in Ness:
5. Hardships and Blessings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85

The Earnest Disciple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

Learning Wisdom from Follies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90

The Bible’s Teaching on Justification:
8. Christ’s Perfect Righteousness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

For Junior Readers:
Princess Sophia and Her Brothers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

For Younger Readers:
“Where’s Your God Now?” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

Through the Alphabet with the Bible:
Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

Looking Around Us . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95

Scripture and Catechism Exercises 2012-13:
Exercise 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

                                                                                                              
Cover Picture: The River Braan, near Dunkeld.



The

Young People’s Magazine
Vol  78                       May  2013                            No  5

Is It Best to Have an Easy Life?

Some months ago we considered the question: What is a good night or a
good morning? We came to the conclusion that it is one in which we enjoy

God’s favour, because our sins have been forgiven. And we noted that, if we
have His favour, He will give us everything we need – but we must realise
that it is He alone who knows properly what our needs really are.

Yet most of us might consider that a really good day is one when every-
thing goes perfectly smoothly, when we meet no difficulty, when we have
no trouble at all. Most of us, I am sure, would wish everybody to be nice to
us all the time and we would want to get everything done easily every day.
But would that really be good for us?

The answer may surprise you: it would not be good for us. In the Garden
of Eden, things were different. In their perfect state, before they fell into sin,
Adam and Eve had no thorns or thistles to contend with; they would always
have co-operated perfectly with each other; and everything would have
worked out well.

But they listened to Satan and began to sin. Then everything changed.
Thorns and thistles got in their way as they tried to grow their crops, and
many other difficulties would have come their way. And that is how it has
been ever since. We are all born into the world sinners; as such we do not
deserve God’s blessing. Yet God is kind and gives us many good things.

But if life presented no difficulties, we would be even more likely to
forget that there is a God. Even if, somewhere at the back of our minds, we
remembered that God exists, we would be more likely to assume that we can
get on very well without Him. We would also be more likely to assume that
life will go on and on, and never think of our need to prepare for death.

Every difficulty that we experience in life – whether it is great or small –
should remind us of the kind of world we live in. It is a world that suffers
from the effects of Adam’s fall into sin. Every thistle that you see, every
thorn that scratches you, should remind you that you live in a fallen world,
and that you yourself are a sinner. If others speak to you in a nasty way, or
do not treat you as well as you might expect, you may immediately realise
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that they are sinners. But their unkind behaviour should remind you of
something else: you too are a sinner. You may be free from many sins that
you see others commit. Yet remember that there may be sins which you
commit which others around you do not.

The important thing to realise is that we are sinners and that we need
salvation from sin. And that salvation is provided in Christ Jesus, who says,
“Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and
there is none else” (Isaiah 45:22). We are to look to Him, to trust in Him, as
the One who died for sinners. And He has been exalted to heaven, from
where He gives forgiveness, repentance and every other grace to needy
sinners like ourselves.

Where there is sin, there must be death. What sadness it causes! The
bonds of love and friendship, lasting perhaps over a lifetime, are broken. Yet
many people have received good for their souls after death has swept away
a loved one or a close friend. They were enjoying life, but forgetting God,
their own death, judgement and eternity. Then someone else’s death made
them realise that they too must pass through death, meet God, face His
judgement and exist for ever either in heaven or hell. And as yet they were
not prepared to die, to meet God, to face His judgement, or to enter heaven;
so they must go to a lost eternity unless they look to Christ.

If God will bless these serious thoughts to them – if He will open the eyes
of their souls and make them able to look to Jesus for salvation – what a
mercy that will be! But why should you wait for your life to be disturbed by
the death of a loved one or of a close friend, or perhaps by some severe sick-
ness, which would bring you to think serious thoughts? God’s Word is plain:
He tells you to seek Him “while He may be found”, and that is now.

God’s children are safe; it is impossible for them to perish in a lost eternity.
But if life becomes too easy, if there are no difficulties to face, they too may
become casual about spiritual things. They may become careless about prayer;
they may think that they can do much without God’s help; they may imagine
that temptation is not something they need worry about too much.

How dangerous! What if God was to leave them to fall into serious sin?
Although they will still get to heaven, it may ruin the rest of their lives. That
was what happened to David. His life was never the same after his adultery.
How kind of God to disturb His children, even with some serious difficulty
in life, if it makes them feel their need to be more dependent on Christ and
to express that dependence more regularly in prayer!

It is a good day for us when God makes us realise how much we need
Him. It is a good day for us when we become dependent on Christ, either for
the first time, or more firmly than ever before.
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God’s Work in Ness
5. Hardships and Blessings

Rev Angus Smith
The last article told about Finlay Cook, the first evangelical minister in Ness.

John Macrae, the second Evangelical minister in Ness. Known as Big
Macrae, he succeeded Finlay Cook as minister of Cross, Ness. Finlay

Cook had been presented by George IV in 1829. Macrae was presented by
William IV in 1833 and he left in 1839. His preaching gifts were recognised
before he became a minister; when he was a Gaelic teacher in Uig, Alexander
Macleod, the minister there, once asked him to address the congregation
after the tables had been served.

The first Question Meeting in Lewis was held in Stornoway in 1823. It
was opened by Francis MacBean, an inspector of schools, and closed by
John Macrae. When he came to Ness he was fit and active and drove himself
very hard.

Gospel blessings in the island, and in the church of Ness in particular,
owed a lot to the Gaelic schools – “the schools of Christ”, as the local folk
called them. In 1840 someone claimed that the Gaelic teachers were the most
useful people who ever came among the poor people of Lewis. John Macrae
expressed this in his own graphic way: “As long as white milk comes from
a black cow, the people of Lewis should not forget the Gaelic schools” (the
cows on the island were small and black).

How pathetically different from the life of gospel blessing was that of
Mac an t-Sronaich, from Garve, Ross-shire, who roamed the moors of Lewis
between 1831 (which was two years after Cook came) and 1838, when he
was caught and hanged. One of his victims was a young boy from Ness,
whom he drowned in a pool near Muirneag, a murder which constantly lay
on his conscience. Mac an t-Sronaich is reported to have said before he was
put to death: “Seven years you kept me safely, O brown moors of Lewis, and
as long as I trusted myself to you, you preserved me”. He chose the moors
to preserve him while others were choosing Christ.

John Finlayson, third Evangelical minister in Ness. John Finlayson was
born near Portree in 1814. He was ordained at Cross in 1840. He was still
minister there when one third of the people left the national Church in
Scotland in 1843 and became the Free Church of Scotland, an event known
as the Disruption. The people of Lewis as a whole left the Church of Scotland,
and certainly everyone in Ness. The church there was now deserted. It was
later sold to builders who used the stones for new houses. Ten years after the
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Disruption the Church of Scotland had a minister in Ness, but scarcely any-
one went to hear him.

William Macrae, a Moderate Minister. Macrae was born in 1776. He was
licensed to preach in 1801, and ordained as a missionary in Fort Augustus.
He became minister of the parish of Barvas, which then included Ness, until
his death in 1856. The island was left in the spiritual care of two such
ministers until Alexander Macleod came to Uig. Macrae sought the good
of the people in many ways, one example being his enthusiasm for educating
the poor. But he seemed ignorant of what a work of grace in the soul was,
and he strongly opposed evangelical preaching. He wrote about those who
did preach the gospel: “Unless a stop shall speedily be put to the career of
certain designing, ignorant and fanatical individuals, there is no calculating
to what extent the evil may be carried”.

At a communion in Uig in 1827, Alexander Macleod had announced that
the Saturday service would be taken by William Macrae, and this disgusted
many people. But John Macdonald, the famous Evangelical minister,
happened to come to the communion and he took the Saturday service. One
of the men present sat with his back to the portable pulpit, expecting nothing
good from Macrae’s preaching. When the first psalm was given out, the man
said to himself, “You cannot spoil that on me anyway”. When the prayer
began he heard something which was sweet to his soul, and exclaimed,
“How dare anyone say that Mr William has no grace!” About the middle of
the prayer, his soul was melted, and he said, “If I have grace, then Mr
William has grace”. Towards the end of the prayer he was exclaiming, “I am
willing to swear that Mr William has grace”.

Macrae went about on a white horse. In a year when a few people claimed
to have seen visions, one lady was keen to tell her visions. She claimed that
in one vision she had seen Mr William and his white horse plunging head
first into hell. When Macrae heard of it, his theology being a little bit better
than hers, he exclaimed, “Whatever happens to Mr William, there is one
thing sure, and that is that his white horse will never go to hell”.

Evictions and other hardships. As a background to all those spiritual
changes there was also another important strand of social change – the
evictions. Highland chiefs had become proprietors, and they were given the
power to remove the people from their lands. Parts of the Ness area were
cleared of people. Between 1851 and 1855, close on 2000 people left Lewis
for Canada, and villages sprang up there named after areas in Ness, as well
as other regions in Lewis. 

A press gang took away all the males, between 16 and 30 years of age,
from Knockaird, Ness, to join an army regiment, in spite of desperate



The Earnest Disciple 87

attempts by the womenfolk to free them. Just one of that group returned. The
navy too, demanded its quota, claiming one man out of every six in the area.
A navy ship stopped a fishing boat from North Dell at sea, and its whole
crew were pressed into the navy. But in the midst of poverty and hardship
the Lord was pleased to work in a gracious manner. Animals and grain
harvests were lost in the 1830s because of poor weather, and in 1845 a
potato famine came, the same kind of famine as caused over a million deaths
in Ireland. Despite all this, heaven may record that these were the most
blessed times the island ever had spiritually, for the Lord was in their midst.
Seabirds, fish, shellfish and seaweed kept the people alive when it came to
the worst. In 1821 the population of Lewis was just over 12 000, yet 7000
attended the communion at Uig in 1827, and 9000 the following year.

The Earnest Disciple

Tamo was probably a Kurd, born in south-east Turkey. He lived in a village
called Gawar, on a plain high up among the mountains. His parents were

not Christians; they usually allowed him to do just what he felt like doing.
But if things did not go the way he wanted, he would quickly become angry.

He began to attend a Christian school in a place called Oroomiah. Tamo
was a clever lad and, after some time, he became a teacher in the school –
not because he was well qualified; he was just the best person available. But
soon afterwards, Tamo took offence for some trivial reason and left his job.
For some months no one knew where he was. Eventually he turned up in
Beirut. He had no money, his clothes were in rags, and he had to beg for a
little bread to eat.

Tamo returned to the school, wanting his job back. But the missionaries
there did not feel it was wise to give him another chance. “I will go to Russia
then”, Tamo said – probably in anger – and went on his way.

One of the missionaries, whose name was Stoddard, later felt sorry that
they had let Tamo go so easily; he thought they should have made one more
attempt to bring him under the influence of the Bible. “If he could only be
won to the Saviour,” Stoddard exclaimed, “what a devoted and earnest
disciple he would make! How he would labour to bring his poor countrymen
to Him who is the resurrection and the life!” Stoddard talked the matter over
with the other missionaries and at last they decided to send a messenger to
search for Tamo.

The messenger set off northwards through lonely, dangerous countryside.
There were few people travelling through these parts, and the villagers were
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far apart. But the messenger did hear about Tamo in various places and he
pressed on as fast as he could, in the hope of finding him. At last he noticed
someone sitting under the shade of a mud wall. As he came closer, he
recognised Tamo, who was eating a lonely meal; he had just a little bread
and cheese. He looked so very sad.

How glad Tamo was to hear that he could go back to Oroomiah! He picked
up his bag, put it on his back and headed towards the school with much
happier feelings.

As Tamo began work again in the school, the missionaries were afraid
that he would cause further trouble; yet they hoped that God would show
him mercy and make him a missionary to his own people. For two or three
months, Tamo proved a bad influence in the school. Then there was a
revival; the Holy Spirit was blessing the truths of the Bible to the pupils.
Scarcely any of them was untouched by what he was hearing. But Tamo was
completely unmoved.

Then Stoddard decided to go to Tamo’s room and speak to him about his
soul, because he was so unconcerned about it. Stoddard fully expected that
Tamo would not listen, but he was completely wrong. The Holy Spirit
applied Stoddard’s words to the teacher’s soul. Tamo became seriously
concerned about his sins. He was a strong man, but he trembled like a leaf
as he saw the curses of God’s law hanging, as it were, over his head. Indeed
he felt his situation was becoming more and more hopeless.

One day he came to Stoddard’s room. His hands covered his face and he
could not speak. At last he cried out, describing himself in a broken voice:
“Lost, lost, lost!” Stoddard pointed Tamo to Christ as the Saviour who died
on the cross for sinners. This good news about pardon for sin seemed almost
too good to be true. Tamo leaned forward, listening carefully to every word.
Then they knelt down, and Stoddard prayed with him. As he did so, gospel
light broke into Tamo’s mind, and peace and joy filled his heart.

And there was an obvious change in his life. No longer was he determined
to follow his own sinful ways; no longer did he become angry when things
did not work out as he wanted. He was now described as a gentle, loving,
devoted follower of Christ. He was often heard late at night pleading with
God to have mercy on sinners. And he pleaded with sinners, even those
hardened in sin, to come to Christ. Later he was sent to the plains and
valleys in the mountains to preach to the people about Christ.

We do not know if it was through his efforts that his father, several of his
brothers and other people in Gawar became Christians, but the missionaries
decided that it would be good for Tamo to go and stay there. He felt sad
about leaving the school to go where he would be surrounded by ungodly
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people. But, on the other hand, when he thought how much the people of his
village needed to hear the gospel, and also the people in the surrounding
valleys, he was glad to go. He knew that he would likely have to face serious
difficulties. Most of the people on the plain were wicked and they mocked
him for his religion. But this only made him more diligent in spreading the
gospel and in asking God to bless it to those who heard it.

One night a Turkish soldier settled down to sleep near Tamo’s home. As
he slept, robbers came along and shot him. Tamo’s enemies in the village
thought this would be a good opportunity to get rid of the unwelcome
preacher; they accused him of being the murderer and he was arrested.

Tamo described what happened next: “Merciless men put a chain on my
neck and a chain on my foot and carried me first to Bashkallah and then to
Van. . . . In Van they put me for a long time in prison. God knew that this
discipline was not sufficient and so He put on me another load still heavier:
beating after beating. I had a severe disease come upon me. I was a prisoner,
a stranger, and sick too. From morning till evening I was lying in my bed,
and there was no spirit left in me. After a time I got better. But then from
evening to morning I was in great distress. I used to have a fever one or two
hours before sunset, and I could in no way get warm.” The fever lasted for
two hours and then returned when he should have been asleep and it kept
him awake. No one showed him any sympathy and no one helped him.

But Tamo prayed to the One who could help him: “O God, Thou hast
afflicted me, and I am afflicted. I bless Thee for this great distress. Thou
didst see evil in me, and so Thou hast brought me into these troubles. Thou
seest, O Lord, that I have no friends, no relatives, no one to care for me
except Thyself. I am a prisoner; I am a stranger; I am sick. Have mercy on
me, O King of kings. Turn from Thy anger. Be reconciled to me for His sake
who sits on Thy right hand.”

God heard Tamo’s prayers, and important men put a lot of effort into
trying to have him set free. Even the local ruler – the Pasha, who was
regarded as very cruel – began to make conditions easier for him. Tamo was
given a good room and good food and allowed some freedom to go outside.
So he had many opportunities to tell people about the gospel. But although
the Pasha often promised to set him free, he kept on breaking his promise.
Tamo’s family were very worried; they were afraid that he would be put to
death. They knew how much his enemies wanted to destroy the missionaries.

A year passed and Tamo was still in jail. Before he was converted, he
would become angry very quickly when he did not get his own way; now he
was patient, content that God would deal with him just as it pleased Him.

In the end, Tamo was set free; it was at least partly due to the pressure the
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British Ambassador had placed on the Turkish Government. Tamo was now
very happy, though he realised that he might yet have to face even worse
troubles. He went home to a warm welcome from the people of the village.
The next Sabbath he preached the gospel to them and they thanked God that
they were able to listen to him again. He had always been able to tell them
the good news about Jesus Christ as the Saviour of sinners. Now he could
also say how the good God had helped him through these long, difficult
months in prison.

Yes, Stoddard was right. God had indeed made Tamo an earnest disciple.

Learning Wisdom from Follies
Rev N M Ross

As children we could see Fyrish Hill from our home in the Black Isle. We
were intrigued by what seemed to be a high wall with arched openings,

sitting on top of the hill. “What’s that?” someone asked. “That’s a folly,”
was the answer.

A folly? A folly is a building which has been built just to be looked at, not
to be used. It cannot be used to live in or as a store – it is a kind of structure
which is to be admired, nothing more. It may look as if it is used for some
purpose, but we soon see that really it is useless.

The folly on Fyrish Hill was built in 1782 by General Sir Hector Munro
of Novar to give local men some work, because many of them were
unemployed at that time. It represents the triple gates of the town of
Negapatam on the east coast of India – a town which General Munro had
captured for the British in 1781. But the Gates of Negapatam on Fyrish Hill
are just a representation, not real gates. Although they are of no use, some
people like to do the 40-minute climb to the top to see the folly.

In Dingwall, we have another folly, which was built in 1825 from stones
taken from the ruins of the ancient Castle of Dingwall. It is called The
Doocot but it is not really a dovecot, although some birds may shelter in it.
It is just an eight-sided tower about six metres high and is useful for nothing
– but visitors do stop to admire it and take pictures of it.

In Oban there is McCaig’s Folly, an imposing tower on the hill above the
town. It was built about 1900 by a wealthy banker, John McCaig, to provide
work for local stonemasons. It is a circular wall, about 200 metres in diameter,
with many arched openings, and is empty inside. It serves no really useful
purpose although it may please admiring tourists.

What use are we? And what purpose have we been made for? Well, of
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course, God made us to live for Him. He intended that we should glorify
Him. He requires that we serve Him, especially by worshipping Him and
going in the narrow way of holiness, which is true wisdom.

But this not what we really do if we are unconverted. We are ruined
sinners and so we foolishly live for ourselves and not for God. To live for
oneself is really to live a useless life. It is the height of folly.

Even although we may be helpful to family or friends, we are like The
Doocot which is actually of no use, although giving shelter to some birds.
We may be complimented for having certain gifts but, as long as we are
unsaved sinners, our lives are actually empty, like MacCaig’s Folly. We may
even look like Christians but, until we are converted, it is just an appearance,
not the real thing – like the Gate of Negapatam on Fyrish Hill.

Before a folly could be of any real use it would have to be rebuilt stone by
stone to make a useable building. We likewise must be rebuilt or renewed
by being born again and brought to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Only
then will we be wise and begin to glorify God – only then will we be saved
from our folly and live useful lives.

Perhaps you feel your sinfulness and think that your life is useless and
foolish, even although you may have many friends, who like you. What is the
answer? The Bible tells believers: “It is God which worketh in you both to
will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). Take your problem
to the Lord and ask Him to work in you and make you what you ought to be.
Ask and you shall receive newness of life to serve Him and to follow the
Saviour all your days. “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom:
and with all thy getting get understanding” (Proverbs 4:7).

The Bible’s Teaching on Justification
8. Christ’s Perfect Righteousness

Charles Hodge
This series comes from The Way of Life and has been edited. For God to justify
someone is to pronounce him or her righteous. Last month’s article pointed to
some of the Bible’s teaching about Christ as the substitute for sinners: as their
substitute He died; He suffered the punishment of sin in their place.

We have already seen that the Bible teaches that (1) we are under a law
– God’s law – which demands perfect obedience and which threatens

death as the punishment for breaking that law; (2) all have failed to obey the
law, and so are subject to the threatened penalty; (3) Christ has redeemed
sinners from the law by coming under it in their place and satisfying its
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demands. We must now show that this perfect righteousness of Christ is
presented before God as the ground of justification.

The Bible speaks of condemnation as a sentence of death pronounced on
sin, and justification as a sentence of life pronounced on righteousness. As
this righteousness is not our own – because we are sinners, ungodly, without
good works – it must be the righteousness of another; it must be Christ’s
righteousness. Hence we so constantly find the distinction between our
own righteousness and that which God gives. The Jews, Paul says, “being
ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own
righteousness,” would not submit “themselves unto the righteousness of
God”. They knew that justification requires a righteousness; they insisted on
urging their own, imperfect as it was, and would not accept that righteousness
which God has provided in the merits of His Son, who “is the end of the law
for righteousness to everyone that believeth”.

The same idea is presented in Romans 9:30,32, where Paul sums why the
Jews were rejected and why believers were accepted. The Gentiles “have
attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith”. But Israel
“hath not attained it. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as
it were by the works of the law.” The Jews would not confide in the
righteousness which God had provided, but attempted, by works, to prepare
a righteousness of their own. This was the cause of their ruin.

In direct contrast, Paul renounced all dependence on his own righteousness
and thankfully received the righteousness which God had provided. Though
he had every temptation to trust in himself, for he was one of the favoured
people of God, circumcised on the eighth day and, touching the righteousness
which is in the law, he was blameless. Yet all these things he counted loss
that he might be found in Christ, not having his own righteousness, “which
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith”.

Here the two forms of righteousness are brought distinctly into view. The
one was his own, consisting in obedience to the law. Paul rejects it as not
sufficient, not worthy of being accepted. The other is from God and received
by faith. This is what Paul accepts; he glories in it as all-sufficient and as alone
sufficient. This is the righteousness which Paul says that God imputes to those
who have no works; so it is called a gift, a free gift, a gift by grace.

Believers are described as those who receive this gift of righteousness.
Hence believers are never said to be justified by anything done by them or
in them, but by what Christ has done for them. They are “justified . . . through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24), “justified by His blood”
(Romans 5:9), “made the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians
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5:21). “There is . . . no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus”
(2 Corinthians 5:21). So justification is by faith in Christ, because faith is
receiving Him and trusting Him as Saviour, as One who has done all that
is required to secure a sinner’s acceptance before God.

It is in this way that the Scriptures answer the question: How can man be
just with God? When the soul is burdened with a sense of sin; when it sees
how reasonable and holy that law is which demands perfect obedience
and which threatens death as the penalty of sin; when it realises that it is
absolutely impossible ever to satisfy these just demands by its own
obedience and sufferings – it is then that the soul feels that the revelation of
Jesus Christ, as the sinner’s righteousness, is the wisdom and power of
God unto salvation. Then the soul can say, Destitute of all righteousness in
ourselves, we have our righteousness in Him. What we could not do He has
done for us.

For Junior Readers

Princess Sophia and Her Brothers

Do you know what a Regent is? It is someone who is appointed to run a
country if the king or queen is too young to rule over it, or is not fit to

do so. Hundreds of years ago there was a very unusual situation in Russia –
the throne was shared by two boy princes, Ivan and Peter, and their older
sister, Princess Sophia, was Regent.

These boys sat side by side as they met with members of the Government,
listened to all the problems of the day and gave their decisions on all sorts
of important matters. Their judgments were so wise and just that people
were amazed. They were amazed that these princes, so young and without
experience, could speak so wisely on such difficult matters.

But the secret was that, close behind the thrones where they sat, was
Princess Sophia. She was hidden by a thin curtain as she listened to the cases
which were brought to them. And she gave the decisions which her brothers
then delivered. They referred every question to her, and waited until she had
whispered her wise answer to them, which they then gave out.

In a similar way the Word of God should be our rule in everything we do.
We should go to it with every matter that concerns us. What the Bible tells
us to do is what we should do.

So the Apostle Paul encouraged the Colossians: “Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom” – in other words, let it rule every thought
and every feeling; let it settle every point of duty. Let the word of Christ
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decide all the questions you come across each day: your duties, your friend-
ships and also how you spend your spare time. Are they against any of
God’s commandments? Or do they honour God? Will they be for the good
of your soul?

This was the Psalmist’s standard when he asked, “Wherewithal shall a
young man cleanse his way?” He answered, “By taking heed thereto
according to Thy Word ”. Will you not pray that the Word of Christ would
indeed dwell in you and that you would be able to say with the Psalmist:

“O how love I Thy law! It is my study all the day:
It makes me wiser than my foes; for it doth with me stay.
Than all my teachers now I have more understanding far;

Because my meditation Thy testimonies are.” J van Kralingen

For Younger Readers

“Where’s Your God Now?”

Thomas Worts was a minister. He was a good man, but he was not
allowed to preach. At that time, bad men were trying to stop

good ministers from preaching.
But Worts did preach; so he was put in prison. He was brought

there riding on a horse, but his legs were chained together under the
horse. He could not have been at all comfortable. Some people can
be very cruel.

The prison was in Norwich Castle. As Mr Worts was brought in
through the gate of the castle, a woman was looking out of her
window and saw him. She cried out to him: “Worts, where’s your
God now?” She was mocking him.

What was she suggesting? That if God really loved Worts, God
would not have allowed him to be sent to prison.

How did the minister answer? He asked her to look at the Bible
and to turn to Micah 7:10. The verse reads: “Then she that is mine
enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover her which said unto me,
Where is the Lord thy God? Mine eyes shall behold her: now shall
she be trodden down as the mire of the streets”.

God speaks in the Bible, and God spoke to this woman through
these words. They were words of warning, and she must have paid
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attention to the warning. Mr Worts was a long time in prison and
this woman was a kind friend to him all that time.

She must have realised that God was still with Mr Worts; God
still loved the good minister and would take care of him. She would
have realised too that she had sinned in speaking as she did.

God still speaks to people through the Bible. Ask God to help you
listen to Him as He speaks to you. God is speaking to you whenever
somebody reads the Bible to you. And when you are old enough
to read the Bible for yourself, you should remember that God is
speaking to you through its words.

Through the Alphabet with the Bible
Here are five verses from the Bible using the word:

Know
And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent (John 17:3).
Precept: Be still, and know that I am God (Psalm 46:10).
Promise: And I will give them an heart to know Me, that I am the Lord
(Jeremiah 24:7).
Prayer: Show me now Thy way, that I may know Thee, that I may find grace
in Thy sight (Exodus 33:13).
Encouragement: I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am
known of Mine (John 10:14). S

Looking Around Us
The Mud-Covered Bible

It was April 1918, and the First World War still had seven more months to
run – seven more months of dreadful slaughter. In Belgium, a young British
soldier was one of a group of men who had just climbed out of their trench
to attack the German army facing them. This soldier stumbled into a shell
hole. As he fell into the mud, his hand grasped something hard; it was a
book. He stuffed it into his pocket and managed to get back onto his feet
before a shell landed on the ground near him. As the shell exploded, the blast
knocked him unconscious. After he was carried back to the British lines on
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a stretcher, he regained consciousness and discovered that the book, all
covered with mud, was a Bible.

There was no name on the Bible, just an Army service number stamped
across its top edge. Whose Bible could it be? he wondered. An officer told
the soldier that he had no chance of finding the owner amid the chaos of
fighting, and he might as well keep the Bible to bring him luck.

But the Bible could do the soldier no good unless he read it – though he
may already have been carrying one of his own. He needed to know the
truths that God has revealed in it. He needed to know about God: that He is
holy, that He is our Creator, and so we are responsible to Him for all that we
do and say and think. The soldier needed to know too about himself: that he
was a sinner who needed to be forgiven all his sins, and who needed a new
heart so that he would want to obey all God’s commandments. He needed
to know about Jesus Christ, who came into the world to save sinners – the
One who died instead of sinners and who is now exalted in heaven to give
them repentance, forgiveness and all other spiritual blessings. And the soldier
needed to know what happens after death; he needed to know about heaven
and hell, and the day of judgement at the end of the world.

But it was not enough for the soldier to read his Bible and learn these
teachings; he needed to realise that he himself was a sinner. In his sinful
condition he needed to trust in Jesus Christ, who is the only Saviour; he
needed to obey the call: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved” (Acts 16:31). And that call comes to us too, for we are sinners who
deserve to be punished for ever for our sins.

What the soldier needed, if he was to survive the rest of the war, was not
luck – something that does not exist; people just imagine that it does. He
needed the God of the Bible to watch over him and protect him. There were
godly soldiers who came safely through many dangers during that terrible
war. They did not look for good luck; they did not believe that there was any
such thing. Instead they prayed to God, asking Him each day to keep them
in safety and bring them back to their loved ones, if that was His will.

But not all of them returned safely home. Did God refuse to answer their
prayers? He did answer them, but perhaps not in the way that they may have
expected. It was not God’s will to leave them in this sinful, cruel world any
longer. Instead He brought them safely home to heaven, where there is no
sin; where there is nothing but perfect kindness and complete happiness.

More recently, the lost Bible was traced to a soldier from Southland, New
Zealand, who died after being wounded in battle in 1917. The Bible was to
be placed in an army museum in his own country.

One of the men survived the war; the other perished. Yet now, 95 years
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later, both have passed into eternity. The fact is that we must all die, sooner
or later. The great question is: Are we ready?

How can we be ready? Only if we obey the call: “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved”. To believe on the Lord Jesus Christ
is the only way to get safely through this life and into heaven.

Scripture and Catechism Exercises 2012-13
Exercise 2

All answers from overseas should be sent to Miss C E Dickie, c/o Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland, 133 Woodlands Road, Glasgow, G3 6LE, UK. The correctors
should have your answers before the end of June. These exercises are based on
2 Chronicles 18 to Job 26, and Matthew 12 to Mark 16.

Senior Section (15 years old and over)
UK answers to Miss S M Gillies, 5 Balnabeen Drive, Dingwall, Ross-shire, IV15 9LY.

Old Testament
1. The latter part of 2 Chronicles continues the history of the kings of Israel and Judah, and also of the
temple built by Solomon. The answers are found from chapter 24 onwards.

(a) Which king was “minded to repair the house of the Lord”? (1)
(b) Who was the priest at the time? (1)
(c) How was the repair work financed? (2)
(d) What happened after the death of the priest? (2)
(e) Which king later “opened the doors of the house of the Lord, and repaired them”? (1)
(f ) What was the main work done to the temple during his reign? (2)
(g) Who was the next king to give orders to “repair the house of the Lord his God”? (1)
(h) Describe briefly what happened to the temple, as described in chapter 36. (4)

2. In the book of Ezra, from chapters 3 to 6, we have an account of the rebuilding of the temple.
(a) Who instigated the plan to “set forward the work of the house of the Lord”? (2)
(b) There were mixed reactions to the laying of the foundation stone. Why was this? (2)
(c) How did the people of the land react to the work? (2)
(d) What was the result of Artaxerxes’ letter? (1)
(e) Who later “made a decree to build this house of God”? (1)
(f ) When was the house finally finished? (1)
(g) Who was the king at the time? (1)

New Testament
1. The questions are based on Matthew 26 and 27.

(a) What did Jesus keep with His disciples before His suffering? (1)
(b) What predictions did He make which are recorded in chapter 26:31,32? (4)

2. (a) What was the substance of His prayer in the garden of Gethsemane? (3)
(b) Why did He rebuke the disciples? (1)
(c) What advice did He give them? (2)

3. Describe briefly Jesus’ betrayal and arrest. (3)
4. (a) To whom was Jesus taken? (1)

(b) For which alleged crime was He eventually convicted? (1)
5. Jesus was then taken before Pontius Pilate.

(a) What indications are there that Pilate did not wish to put Jesus to death? (3)
(b) What shows Pilate’s weakness of character? (2)
(c) How did he attempt to pacify his own conscience? (2)
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Memory Exercise
Learn by heart and write out from memory the answer to question 27 in the Shorter Catechism:
Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist? (3)

Intermediate Section (13 and 14 years old)
UK answers to Mrs E Couper, 17 Duncan Street, Thurso, Caithness, KW14 7HU.

Old Testament
1. Read Job chapters 1 and 2.

(a) How is Job’s character described? (3)
(b) In what ways was he “the greatest of all men in the east”? (4)
(c) Which of Satan’s statements tell us of his great activity? (2)
(d) On hearing of his great losses what did Job do? (3)
(e) What did he say? (2)

2. Read Nehemiah chapters 1,2 and 4.
(a) What made Nehemiah sit down and weep? (2)
(b) What did he also do when he heard the sad news? (3)
(c) Where did he ask the king to send him, and why? (3)
(d) Name certain people who “conspired . . . against Jerusalem”? (3)
(e) How did the Jews react to this opposition? (3)
(f) In what practical ways did Nehemiah arrange the workers to defend the city? (3)

New Testament
1. Read Matthew chapter 14 and Mark chapter 6.

(a) Why did Jesus and His disciples go “into a desert place”? (2)
(b) How did Jesus react when the crowds followed Him? (3)
(c) How did the disciples react to the crowds? (3)
(d) What proved there was plenty of food for them all? (2)
(e) In what way did the disciples show their lack of faith after that? (2)
(f) With what words did Jesus comfort them? (2)

2. From your reading of the Gospel of Matthew:
(a) How many times did Jesus say a brother was to be forgiven? (chapter 18) (2)
(b) What lesson can we learn from the parable of the ten virgins? (chapter 25) (2)
(c) What last great command did Jesus give to His disciples? (chapter 28) (4)
(d) What last great promise did Jesus give to His disciples? (chapter 28) (2)

Memory Exercise
Learn by heart and write out from memory the answer to question 42 in the Shorter Catechism:
What is the sum of the Ten Commandments? (3)

Junior Section (11 and 12 years old)
UK answers to Mrs C M Sutherland, Inchure, Saval Road, Lairg, Sutherland, IV27 4ED.

Old Testament
1. Read 2 Chronicles chapter 26.

(a) How old was Uzziah when he began to reign? (1)
(b) For how many years did he reign? (1)
(c) Give the names of his father and mother. (2)
(d) Complete this sentence about him: “God made him to prosper as long as . . . ”. (2)
(e) Verse 16 tells us that he went into the temple to burn incense. Why was it wrong for him

to do this? (1)
(f ) How was he punished? (1)
(g) Who became king after him? (1)

2. Read Job chapter 1.
(a) How did God describe Job? (4)
(b) What did Satan say Job would do if God’s hand went out against him? (1)
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(c) What happened to (1) his oxen (2) his asses (3) his sheep (4) his camels (5) his family? (5)
(d) Write out what Job said after receiving news of these things? (4)
(e) Did Job do as Satan said he would? (1)

New Testament
1. Read the parable of the wheat and the tares in Matthew 13, verses 24-30.

(a) When did the enemy sow the tares? (1)
(b) Why were the servants not permitted to gather up the tares? (1)
(c) When would the wheat be separated from the tares? (1)
Later in the same chapter we read how Jesus explained the parable to His disciples.
(d) Who sowed the good seed? (1)
(e) Who sowed the tares? (1)
(f ) When will the harvest be? (1)
(g) Who are the reapers? (1)

2. Read Matthew 25, verses 31-34 where we read of the Son of Man coming in His glory. He is
compared to a shepherd separating two different types of animals. Say what these animals are and
where He will set each type. (4)

Memory Exercise
Learn by heart and write out from memory the answer to question 20 in the Shorter Catechism:
Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery? (3)

Upper Primary Section (9 and 10 years old)
UK answers to Mrs M Schouten, 58 Fairfield Road, Inverness, 1V3 5QW.

Old Testament
1. Read 2 Chronicles 20:5-13.

(a) Where did King Jehoshaphat stand to pray? (1)
(b) How did he start his prayer? (2)
(c) Which verse tells us he was looking only to God for help? (1)
(d) Who else was with the King as he prayed? (2)

2. Read Nehemiah 1:4-11.
(a) What did Nehemiah do before praying? (2)
(b) What words did he use to describe God? (2)
(c) Whose sin did he confess? (2)
(d) What was the very last thing he prayed for? (2)

3. Read Job1:1-5.
(a) Why did Job pray and make offerings for his ten children? (2)
(b) How often did he do this for them? (1)

New Testament
1. Read Matthew 21:22 and fill in the missing words:
And all things, whatsoever ye shall_____in prayer,_____ye shall_____. (1)
2. For each of the following characters,

(a) The leper. Mark 1:40-45
(b) Jairus. Mark 5:22,23 and 35-43.
(c) Blind Bartimaeus. Mark 10:46-52,
I want you to tell me: (1) What did he ask Jesus for? (3)

(2) Did he believe, or have faith, that Jesus could help him? (3)
(3) What answer did he receive? (3)

Memory Exercise
Learn by heart and write down the answer to question 98 in the Shorter Catechism:
What is prayer? (3)
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Lower Primary Section (8 years old and under)

UK answers to Mrs R J Dickie, 11 Churchill Drive, Stornoway, Lewis, HS1 2NP.

Old Testament

Because of their sins, many of the Jews were killed and many more were

taken captive to Babylon.

1. The Chaldeans broke down the walls of Jerusalem. What did they do to the

palaces and the house of God? (2 Chronicles 36:19)

2. Who prophesied that the land of Judah would stay ruined for 70 years?

(2 Chronicles 36:21)

3. Which king of Persia ordered the Jews to rebuild the house of God?

(Ezra 1:2,3)

4. When the people had laid the foundation of the temple, they praised God

and shouted. But what did the old men do who remembered the first temple?

(Ezra 3:12)

After the temple and the city wall were built up, the Levites read the book of

the law to the people and prayed to God. Fill in the missing words.

5. But thou art a God r____ to p_____, gracious and m_______, slow to

anger, and of great k______. (Nehemiah 9:17)

6. Howbeit thou art j___ in all that is brought upon us; for thou hast done

r____, but we have done w_______. (Nehemiah 9:33)

New Testament

1. Who betrayed Jesus? (Mark 14:10)

2. Who denied Jesus three times? (Mark 14:72)

3. Who were crucified with Jesus? (Mark 15:27)

4. What was over the land from the sixth to the ninth hour? (Mark 15:33)

5. What did the centurion say when he saw Jesus cry with a loud voice and

give up the ghost? Complete the words: T____ this man was the S__ of G__.

(Mark 15:39)

6. Which rich man from Arimathaea took Jesus’ body down from the cross?

(Mark 15:43-46)

7. On which day of the week did Jesus rise from the dead? (Mark 16:9)

8. What did Jesus command His disciples to do after He had risen from the

dead? Complete the words: Go ye into all the w____ and preach the g_____

to e____ creature. (Mark 16:15)




