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“Ask for the Old Paths”
Everything must have looked very hopeful as the children of Israel settled

in Canaan with Joshua as their leader. The land was fertile and they could
grow good crops; they would not be hungry. Everything around them was
peaceful. They were following the true religion and God was with them.

Then Joshua died, and all those who knew Joshua passed away one after
another. The new generation looked around them and were influenced by the
other tribes – the Hittites and the Jebusites, for instance – who were living
among them. The Israelites no doubt felt that their own religion was too
restrictive; it was not nearly as interesting as the religions that other people
around them were following. They had to keep one day every week holy to
Jehovah while these other people could do what they liked on the Sabbath.
Their religion placed so many restrictions on the way they lived, while
the other tribes were mostly free to do as they pleased. So, little by little, the
Israelites began to throw off their restrictions, to imitate the people around
them and to live just as they wanted.

They Israelites probably thought that the other tribes’ religions were much
more exciting. They were expected to worship a God they could not see;
these other tribes had idols – there was something they could look at as they
worshipped. And the singing and dancing and all the other activities, some
of them abominably sinful, seemed much more attractive to their sinful hearts.
The situation is summed up in these words in the Book of Judges: “The
children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim: and
they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought them out of the
land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were
round about them, and bowed themselves unto them” (2:11,12).

They ignored the true God and went their own ways. But all this had
consequences: they “provoked the Lord to anger”. Again and again the Lord
left them to experience the troubles that very often, even in this life, follow
a course of sin. You only have to read the rest of the Book of Judges to see
the terrible results that followed their sin: they are summed up in the words:
“every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (17:6). They ignored
what God told them, though everything He said was true and right; they
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thought they knew better themselves. Their attitude led them into a situation
of moral chaos. The worst example of that chaos was when a woman spent
a night in Gibeah, a place in Benjamin, and was so fearfully assaulted that
she died. After the leaders of the tribe of Benjamin refused to punish those
responsible, there was a series of terrible battles in which tens of thousands
on both sides were killed. The whole Book of Judges is intended to teach us
that the only safe way to live is to keep to God’s moral code – the whole Ten
Commandments – and to worship Him alone.

I expect that most of those who are reading this article were brought up
to respect the Bible, to worship God and keep His commandments. But many
people around you think very differently. They do not worship God; they may
even try to persuade themselves that there is no God. They do not respect
His commands, although they may have their own moral standards. Yet their
own moral standards are dangerous; remember what happened when, in the
time of the Judges, people picked up a different set of moral standards from
the people around them. And how can anyone dream up a better standard
than the one the all-wise God has given us?

It is not only your friends and those whom you meet at school, at university
or at work that may influence you away from God; you may come in contact
with ungodly influences in the books or magazines you may read and in the
programmes you may watch on television. So, as you begin to make your
way through life, will you follow God’s ways? Or will you allow yourself
to be influenced by those around you and by their sinful ways – especially
their false religion, or their attempt to live life without any religion at all,
pretending that there is no God?

Imagine yourself, at this point in your life, standing at a crossroads.
Stretching out in front of you are several roads, all leading in different
directions. You do not know which one to take; so you have to ask someone
for advice. But how will you express yourself in asking for advice?

The prophet Jeremiah lived many generations after the time the Book of
Judges describes. His too was a time when people were committing terrible
sins, forsaking the one true God and following other gods. The Lord gave
Jeremiah a message for the people. He was to tell them: “Thus saith the Lord,
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls” (Jeremiah 6:16).
As the people stood where they were and looked forward, they were to ask
for the good way. And what is the good way? The answer is: the old paths
– so called because they are pointed out by God, whose mind is eternal.

Today our lives are made so much easier by a multitude of appliances
which were not available to previous generations. Probably most young
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people in such countries as Britain cannot imagine having to exist without
electric light, a washing machine, a telephone, or even a mobile phone. We
may be tempted to look back on an earlier age without these devices as
extremely primitive. And we may assume that their ideas of right and wrong
were just as primitive and that their religious attitudes must now be totally
out of date. There is no doubt that, in many ways, life was much more of a
struggle than it is now. But those who were willing to listen to God and His
eternal wisdom – about what is right and wrong, about the proper way to
worship Him, and how to prepare for eternity – had nothing of real spiritual
importance to learn from people today.

So, as we stand in the ways, at this stage in our lives, we are to ask, not
for a modern outlook on life, not for new ways of committing sin, not for
some form of religion that appears completely up to date, but for the old
paths – the paths which God, in eternal wisdom, has revealed in the Bible.
You should be very thankful to God if, in His providence, He has placed you
in a home where your parents teach you not to listen to pop music, not to
watch films, not to go to dances and other forms of worldly entertainment,
and not to wear immodest clothes. And Free Presbyterian young people
should be thankful to be brought up in a Church where a scriptural outlook
on life is encouraged.

To many people such attitudes must seem very old fashioned. That may
indeed be the case, but these people are missing out by not asking for the
good way, the way which God has made known in His infinite wisdom. This,
of course, is not an argument for being old-fashioned for the sake of being
old-fashioned; it is an argument for following biblical standards.

It can obviously be very difficult to be different from others around you.
It is especially difficult if you do not have a new heart. And your need of a
new heart should at once remind you of one of Jesus’ statements – which is
clearly very old – yet it is still as true and as relevant as it was when the
words were first directed to Nicodemus: “Ye must be born again”. Without
a new heart, we cannot begin to keep God’s commandments sincerely, nor
will we truly love Him, a duty which Jesus identified as the first, great
commandment (Matthew 22:37,38).

We may also describe the old paths as the way of salvation through faith
in Jesus. Only by starting out in that way can we find, in Jeremiah’s words
from long ago, rest for our souls, for this life and for the next. The alternative
is unspeakably awful: an eternity of punishment in hell, without any hope of
rest. So, in spite of the godlessness of our generation, let us seek God’s glory
in everything we do, however old-fashioned it may seem. Those who look
to Christ will not be left to face their difficulties alone. He will be with them.
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“The Power of God unto Salvation”
5. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (3)

Last month’s article followed Paul on the first part of his second missionary journey.
The article began after the conversion of Lydia in Philippi and ended in Thessalonica
with the Jews’ violent rejection of the missionaries and their message. This month’s
article is based on Acts 17:10-18:22. You will find the places mentioned here on
the map printed on page 214 of last November’s Magazine.

Because of the danger the missionaries were now in, the believers sent
them away by night to Berea (now known as Verria) about 50 miles

farther to the south-west. As usual, Paul and Silas went first to the Jewish
synagogue. Unusually, the Jews there searched the Scriptures – of the Old
Testament – each day to see if what the missionaries were teaching was
indeed true. We should notice that they used the correct standard for truth:
the Bible. It should be our standard too. We should also notice that they got
a blessing: “many of them believed”. Note how Luke makes the connection
in his report of what happened: the Jews in Berea “searched the Scriptures
daily, whether those things were so. Therefore many of them believed”. Here
lies another lesson for us today: God blesses those who study His Word. It
is, after all, where we can expect to find Christ as the Saviour of sinners.
And that is what we desperately need.

But the jealousy of the Jews in Thessalonica had not subsided when Paul
and Silas left their city. When they heard that Paul was preaching in Berea,
they travelled there and stirred up the people. Obviously Paul must have
been in the greatest danger, for some of the believers went with him in the
direction of the sea, while Silas and Timothy stayed on in Berea. Paul and
his friends sailed to Athens, having sent instructions to Silas and Timothy to
follow on as soon as possible.

As Paul waited for them in Athens he was disturbed by the idolatry he
saw everywhere around him. He held discussions in the synagogue both with
the Jews and with the proselytes (the Gentiles who worshipped the true
God). He also spoke with anyone who met him outside, including groups of
philosophers. Some of them asked each other: “What will this babbler say?”
Proud of their own thinking, they dismissed Paul’s teaching as worthless.
Others referred to him as one who seemed to set forth strange gods.

They took him to Areopagus, also called Mars Hill, a rocky hilltop where
trials sometimes took place, but also less-formal discussions. They wanted
to know “what this new doctrine” was that Paul was speaking about. His
teaching seemed strange to them, and they wanted to know “what these
things mean”. The people of Athens and those who visited there were always
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wanting to hear something new. Paul addressed them, commenting on how
superstitious, or religious, they were. He referred particularly to an altar he
had seen, which was inscribed with the words: “To the unknown God”. The
people believed in many gods, but they often felt that they might have over-
looked some other god they did not know about, and that they ought to honour
him because, perhaps, he would send a plague or some other disaster if they
ignored him.

Paul told them: “Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I
unto you”. They did not know the true God; Paul did, and he pointed to the
true God in terms the people could understand: He was the Creator of every-
thing, Paul told them, including all the peoples of the world. Notice again
how important this is; and it is a truth which many people have lost sight of
today, through the general insistence that everything has come into being
through evolution. We must follow Paul’s example and insist that God
created the world, for this is what the Bible teaches. Paul describes the true
God as a living being who has created all the peoples of the world, for “we
are the offspring of God”, and are under His control. So no one should think
that God is like anything that human skill can form into an image of gold or
silver or stone.

In the past, God had not spoken against idolatry in places like Athens; He
had given His Word to the Jews only. But now He was beginning to send the
Scriptures, and preachers to explain the Scriptures, to other parts of the world,
including Athens; He was now commanding everyone everywhere to repent.
Paul backed up the call to repent by referring to the Day of Judgement, when
the Judge will be the One whom God has raised from the dead – that is,
Jesus. When the people heard of the resurrection, some of them mocked;
others promised to listen to Paul at some other time. But unbelief lay behind
that reference to some other time, they were unwilling to obey, at the proper
time, the call to repent – and that time is now. Yet some did repent; two of
them are mentioned: a man called Dionysius and a woman named Damaris.

From Athens Paul travelled about 100 miles west to Corinth, another very
important city in that part of Greece known as Achaia. Corinth was noted
as a city where people lived in luxury and in immorality. The pagan religion
observed there was so depraved that its practices involved much immorality;
so it is not surprising that serious immorality found its way into the Corinthian
church. This was one of the problems Paul had to address in writing his
Epistles to the Church there.

In Corinth, Paul followed his normal practice of starting in the synagogue,
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. But in the face of strong
opposition, Paul left them to evangelise the Gentiles, telling the Jews: “Your
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blood be upon your own heads”. He went to a house next to the synagogue,
occupied by a man named Justus, who was a worshipper of the true God.
Among the many converts in Corinth was Crispus, who was the chief ruler
of the synagogue; he and his household believed. At this point God spoke to
Paul in a vision. He encouraged the Apostle: “Be not afraid, but speak, and
hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt
thee: for I have much people in this city”. Many of these “much people”
would have been brought into Christ’s kingdom during the 18 months which
Paul spent preaching in Corinth; they would have believed his testimony
about Christ and they would have trusted in Him as the one Saviour for
sinners like them.

At some point during Paul’s stay in Corinth, the Jews brought him before
Gallio, the Roman ruler of Corinth, and accused him of persuading people
to worship God contrary to the Old Testament law. Gallio refused to hear the
case, calling it a matter “of words and names and of your law”. God did not
allow this act of persecution to succeed. Satan’s scheme did not work, and
Paul remained free to preach the gospel.

Eventually he sailed for Syria. On his way, the ship called at Ephesus, on
the south-eastern coast of Turkey. Paul took the opportunity of speaking
to the Jews in the synagogue there. Afterwards they wished to hear more from
him, but Paul was anxious to continue in his journey. So he returned to the
harbour and presumably rejoined the same ship, but not before promising to
return to the Jews in Ephesus, “if God will”. His landing at Cesarea, on the
coast of Israel, brought his second missionary journey to an end.

The Old Slave’s Prayer
There were many cruel slaveholders in America. One of them, in Virginia,

was called Ravencross. His slaves used to meet at night, in a hut far
away from his house, to worship God. Someone told Ravencross what was
happening, but he was sure that they were meeting to plot a rebellion. So he
decided to stop them gathering; he singled out the leaders, punished them, and
gave them strict orders never to gather again for any reason whatever.

Soon afterwards someone told Ravencross that his slaves had again been
seen going together into the hut. He was very annoyed and decided to put a
stop to their meetings. He walked to the hut and looked in at the open door.
He saw they were all on their knees. As he listened, an old slave, who had
worked for him for many years, was pouring out his heart in prayer to God.

What were the first words the slaveholder heard? They were: “Merciful
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God, turn my poor master’s heart. Make him merciful, that he may obtain
mercy. Make him good, that he may inherit the kingdom of heaven.”

That was all Ravencross heard before he fainted. When he came round,
he cried and went into the hut. He knelt beside the old slave and prayed too.

It was the beginning of better days for the cruel slaveholder. He repented
of his sins, and no doubt that repentance included genuine sorrow for his
cruelty. One hopes he set his slaves free. We are told that he studied the
Bible, became a minister and was “a shining light” in his age. Such is the
power of God to save sinners.

We should always remember that God hears prayer. It might have seemed
very easy for the slaves to stop praying when they were directed to do so
but, when there is true grace in someone’s soul, it is impossible to stop
praying. It must have seemed unlikely that the hard slaveholder would ever
change his cruel ways, but God can do what seems impossible. What an
encouragement to go on praying even for what seems highly unlikely!

Robert Morrison
5. Looking Back with Thankfulness

In September 1807 Morrison reached Guangzhou, then known as Canton; he was
the first Protestant missionary to work in China. His priority was to translate the
Bible. In 1813 he was joined by Robert Milne, another missionary from Britain,
along with his wife. After the Chinese New Testament was printed, Morrison and
Milne were ready to circulate copies. In 1814 Milne travelled as far as Malaysia
and Indonesia to put Testaments in the hands of Chinese people there, before
returning to Guangzhou.

After spending some time with Morrison in China, Milne returned to
Malacca, in Malaya, where he set up a college. He and Morrison wanted

Chinese students to be introduced to a language in which there was a wealth
of books providing Christian teaching. They hoped too that students would
be converted through hearing the gospel preached, and that some of them
would then be called to spread the gospel far and near, in their own language.
Morrison gave £1500 towards setting up the College; it was a huge sum at
that time, but the East India Company, who employed him to do translation
work for them, would have paid him a large salary.

Milne also made Malacca a centre for printing tracts and Gospels in the
Malay language and in Chinese. The fact that so few of the people could
read led Milne to set up schools so that children could learn to read. But it
was really hard work spreading the gospel in Malacca. Someone wrote: “The
people listen, but carelessly. The converts are few, and not all of them are
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satisfactory. There is much to try faith, and much to damp enthusiasm. Then
trials come, and heavy trials.”

Not least of the trials he had to face in Malacca – something that mission-
aries have had to face in various other parts of the world – was the ungodly
lifestyle of others who claimed to be Christians but had never experienced
a change of heart. All the more reason for Milne to do as Paul counselled:
“Walk in wisdom toward them that are without” (Colossians 4:5). Probably
the greatest trial of all was the death of his wife. But in 1822 Robert Milne
himself died and went to receive his eternal reward in heaven. His missionary
career did not last for very long, but he did much to help lay the foundation
for missionary work among the Chinese.

Meanwhile Morrison continued his labours in China. After Milne sailed
for Malacca, the East India Company sent Morrison to Beijing with a party
of their employees on Company business, a return journey of about 2700
miles. The trip proved unsuccessful, but Morrison’s health improved while
he was away and it was a useful experience. He learned much about Chinese
life, and he was impressed more than ever by the tragic fact that there was
not even one Protestant missionary in that vast area of country, with a huge
population, through which he travelled.

Morrison must have been delighted when his wife returned to China, but
sadly it was not long before she died. By 1824 Morrison’s health was so poor
that he decided he must return to Britain. But who could he leave in charge
of his missionary work while he was away? There was the Chinese Christian
called Liang A-fah, who had already been set apart as an evangelist. No doubt
Morrison prayed much and earnestly about the matter before committing the
responsibility for the mission to him.

Even when he had to endure severe persecution several years later, Liang
A-fah always proved a faithful follower of Christ. It may have been in 1833
that he wrote a tract which he called Good Words to Warn the Age. At any
rate, it was during that year he decided to distribute copies of the tract among
the 24 000 young men who flooded into Guangzhou to sit a national exam.
Liang A-fah succeeded in passing out 2500 copies of his tract. But soon
there was an outcry against “traitorous” Chinese who helped foreigners to
learn the language. An official proclamation was issued against those who
produced what were described as “the evil books of the outside barbarians”.

It was obvious that the authorities would turn their attention towards
Liang A-fah and those who worked for him in Guangzhou as printers. Two
of them were arrested. One of them refused to give any information away
and was hit 40 times on the face because he would not co-operate. The other
printer told the authorities what they wanted to know and the next day they
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seized three other printers at the printing works, along with 400 books. But
these printers were released on payment of 800 Chinese dollars. Then some
of the type used for printing the Chinese Bible was destroyed. It was a serious
setback for the work of the Mission.

Liang A-fah fled to Macau and from there to Singapore, where he continued
to work as an evangelist. It is likely that, if he had not fled, he would have
suffered a martyr’s death. Reflecting on his position, he said, “All who preach
the gospel of the Lord Jesus must suffer persecution and, though I cannot
equal the patience of Paul or Job, I desire to imitate the old saints and keep
my heart in peace”.

Morrison spent 1824 and 1825 in Britain. His main efforts went into stirring
up interest in his mission work. During that time he married again and in 1826
he, with his wife and his children, sailed back to China. At one stage on the
long voyage, after several days of severe storms, the passengers became
anxious when they heard a disturbance in the forepart of the ship. They must
have become even more worried when they heard that the ordinary seamen,
who were being paid pitifully-low wages, had mutinied and were about to
turn on the ship’s officers with guns and sabres. No doubt Morrison committed
himself to God in prayer before he walked calmly in among the seamen and
persuaded most of them to return to work. The others were easily subdued.
This was the spirit in which this missionary kept going forward with his
work in spite of all the opposition he faced.

When Morrison arrived in Singapore he had to face a disappointing
situation. As he had passed through the settlement on his way to Britain, an
attempt was being made to set up a college there like the one in Malacca.
Now he discovered that very little progress had been made and he was later
to find out that the whole project had collapsed. Then, back in Guangzhou,
he found his property in poor condition, but again his determination carried
him through and everything was put back in proper order. But there were signs
that God was blessing his work; some Chinese people professed conversion.
Later he was joined by other missionaries, from America, and more and more
Christian reading material was published.

In 1832 Morrison looked back on the 25 years since he had arrived in
China. He noted with thankfulness the progress that had been made, not least
the publication of the Bible in Chinese and the fact that the true God was
being worshipped in public week by week. But he concluded: “I have served
my generation and must – the Lord knows when – fall asleep”; he was
referring to his death. The difficulties of 1833 must have been a big dis-
appointment to him and in June 1834 he preached his last sermon. He took
for his text the words of Jesus: “In My Father’s house are many mansions”
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(John 14:2). Morrison focused on the joy of heaven among “the family of
God, from all ages and out of all nations”. He became seriously ill; and he
must have felt very lonely, for his wife and children had been ordered back
to Britain. But God was with him when he died less than three months later,
on August 1, and entered the eternal joy of heaven.

Robert Morrison was a pioneer. Many other missionaries followed him to
China, though in the early twentieth century, sadly, some of them did not
really believe what the Bible teaches. After the Communists finally took over
the whole of China in 1949 they expelled all foreign missionaries and put
severe pressure on the Chinese people who professed to be Christians. More
recently, that pressure has become less severe; the authorities are now
allowing Bibles to be printed and some other sound religious books are being
published. So when God’s children remember David’s petition, “Let the
whole earth be filled with His glory”, they should bear China in mind. How
wonderful it will be when that huge nation will embrace the true religion!

For Junior Readers

New Year Resolutions
This is the time of year when you hear many people talking about making

resolutions, “New Year Resolutions”. They are looking forward to the
year ahead and resolving to do things differently or better; they hope to
improve some areas of their lives. If you look up Psalm 101 you will see that
David made a resolution in verse 3: “I will set no wicked thing before mine
eyes”, or as it is in the metrical version:

“I will endure no wicked thing
  before mine eyes to be:

  I hate their work that turn aside,
    it shall not cleave to me.”

He wanted to protect his eyes from viewing anything sinful or wicked,
anything that was against God’s holy law. He hated the work, or behaviour,
of those that turned aside from the standards God has laid down for us in the
Ten Commandments. He did not want to be harmed by these people.

How much more we need such a resolution in our age of modern machines?
Computers, the internet and DVDs, for instance, have made it possible to
view any number of things in your own home with just the click of a button.
Unless you are very careful and ask your parents to help you choose what
to watch, all this could be very dangerous to your soul. Much that is sinful
goes under the name of entertainment. It may not only harm you; it may so
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harden your conscience that you will no longer think of these things as sinful.
Have you read about Vanity Fair in John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress?

All sorts of goods were sold at the Fair, and all sorts of pleasures were
available. Bunyan also says, “Here are to be seen too, and that for nothing,
thefts, murders, adulteries, false swearers, and that of a blood-red colour”.
When the pilgrims, Christian and Faithful, had to pass through the Fair what
did they do? Did they stop to look, just for a moment perhaps, out of curiosity
or amusement? No, not at all! “They cared not so much as to look upon
them; and if they were called upon to buy, they would put their fingers in
their ears and cry, ‘Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity’”.

So, at the beginning of this year, should you not try to follow godly
David’s example? Here are a resolution and a prayer, and they are ready for
you to use. The resolution is in Psalm 101:3: “I will set no wicked thing
before mine eyes”. And the prayer asks God to help you stick to your
resolution; it is Psalm 119:37:

“Turn Thou away my sight and eyes
  from viewing vanity;

  And in Thy good and holy way
be pleased to quicken me.” J van Kralingen

For Younger Readers

Samuel’s Little Lamb
Samuel was just 7. His mother trusted him and left him in charge

of the shop for a little while.
A man passed by shouting, “Little lambs, all white and clean, at

one penny each”. (Today he might ask £1 for his toy lambs.)
Samuel really wanted a lamb. He took a penny from the drawer.

He went and bought a lamb. His mother noticed it and asked where
the money came from. He was not really honest with her.

The lamb was put on a shelf. Everybody liked it. But Samuel was
very sad. In his mind he seemed to hear the words: “Thou shalt not
steal”, and, “Thou shalt not lie”. Then he went to a barn and
climbed above where the hay was kept. He asked God to forgive his
sin, to show him mercy for Jesus’ sake.

God heard him. Samuel believed the words of Jesus in the verse:
“Her sins, which are many, are forgiven” (Luke 7:47). He did not
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quite remember the verse right, but he believed in Jesus as the One
who forgives sin.

He then went to tell his mother and now he told her all the truth.
He asked her too to forgive him. I am sure she did.

“One More Exact Translation”
7. The Right Result and the Right Response

Matthew Vogan
This is the final section of a Youth Conference paper telling some of the story
behind the Authorised Version of the Bible, which was first published in 1611. Last
month’s article described the methods of translation.

6. The right result. These diligent and painstaking labours resulted in a
number of striking features which we can see in the Authorised Version

down through the centuries.
It has majestic authority. The AV has a certain authority which it derives

from the fulness and careful accuracy that we have already observed in it.
The majesty of style that is so evident in this translation really belongs to the
original itself and is reflected in the AV simply because it adheres so literally
to the original text. J Gresham Machen, an American professor, identifies in
it “a rhythm that never degenerates into metre, a combination of simplicity
with grandeur, which uplifts the soul”, achieved only “because it has
reproduced faithfully both letter and spirit of the majestic original”.

It is suitable for memorising. The AV is the easiest and best English
translation for memorising Scripture. As many scholars have acknowledged,
the simple rhythm of the Authorised Version, which results from many
words of only one syllable, is actually the rhythm of the original Hebrew and
Greek. We are commanded by God to memorise the Word of God and much
of the Old Testament was written in a way that would assist committing it
to memory. But modern versions are notoriously difficult to memorise, partly
because they have rewritten the Scriptures into a flat style. It is much easier
to memorise something with an unusual or unique wording. Modern versions
are also replaced so quickly that there is no value in memorising them,
because a very different rendering of the verse may soon come along.

It is long-lasting. Our generation is marked by change; the old landmarks
are being removed simply because they are old. There is no longer a desire
for continuity, for a Bible that endures across the generations. But the Bible
is intended to be a fixed point of reference with crucial importance: God has
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given it to us “for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for
the sure establishment and comfort of the Church against the corruption of
the flesh” (Westminster Confession of Faith 1:1). 

God in His providence has blessed the AV to many generations and given
it a unique permanence and stability. The AV was the crowning work of
God’s work of Reformation in the British Isles. Ever since, it has been the
historic Bible of English-speaking Protestants. The legacy bequeathed to us
through the AV is a goodly heritage of writing based upon it. The best and
most profitable Christian books available – such as commentaries, sermons
and other writings full of spiritual instruction – all draw entirely upon the AV.

The AV has been the main influence, not only on the religious, but also
on the literary culture of all the English-speaking nations. Without doubt it
has been and remains the single most influential book ever published in the
English language. As the nineteenth-century biblical scholar John Eadie put
it, the AV “has kept words in their places, has given a fixity and stability of
meaning to them which otherwise they would not have possessed”. It has
shaped the English language and become a standard. 

Thomas Babington Macaulay, once a well-known historian, wrote that “if
everything else in our language should perish” the AV “would alone suffice
to show the whole extent of its beauty and power”. The English of today has
become stripped of the beauty and clarity that historically it has possessed.
This makes the AV stand out even more. Even unchurched people recognise
the language of the AV as “the real Bible”. People with little religious interest
are unconsciously quoting from it every day in the proverbs that they use.
7. The right response. The translators of the AV had the right response to
the Word of God. They believed that “the original (Scriptures were) from
heaven, not earth; the author being God, not men”. They referred to the Bible
as “God’s Word”, “God’s truth”, “God’s testimony”, “the word of salvation”,
“so full and so perfect”. To them it was “that inestimable treasure which
excelleth all the riches of the earth”, “a fountain of most pure water, springing
up into everlasting life”. How did they value the Scriptures? To study the
Scriptures brought “light of understanding; stableness of persuasion;
repentance from dead works; newness of life; holiness; peace; joy in the
Holy Ghost; fellowship with the saints; participation of the heavenly nature;
fruition of an inheritance immortal, undefiled, and that shall never fade away”.

They also recognised the necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit to
remove “the scales from our eyes, the veil from our hearts, opening our wits
that we may understand His Word”. The Spirit produces the right response
by “enlarging our hearts, yea, correcting our affections, that we may love
[His Word] above gold and silver, yea, that we may love it to the end”.
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But what about yourself? Do these things matter to you? What is your
response to the Word of God, faithfully and diligently provided for you?
“These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through His name” (John 20:31).
And do you indeed believe?

The translators’ counsel to the reader is certainly just as applicable to us
today as it was in 1611. They exhort us: “Ye are brought unto fountains of
living water which ye digged not. Do not cast earth into them with the
Philistines, neither prefer broken pits before them with the wicked Jews.
Others have laboured, and you may enter into their labours; O receive not so
great things in vain; O despise not so great salvation! Be not like swine to
tread under foot so precious things, neither yet like dogs to tear and abuse
holy things. . . . If light be come into the world, love not darkness more than
light; if food, if clothing be offered, go not naked, starve not yourselves. . . .
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God, but a blessed
thing it is, and will bring us to everlasting blessedness in the end, when God
speaketh unto us, to hearken; when He setteth His Word before us, to read
it; when He stretcheth out His hand and calleth, to answer, Here am I, here
we are to do thy will, O God. Amen.”

What the Bible Teaches About Sin
2. Sin Is a Great Evil

Charles Hodge
Last month’s article in this series was: “All Are Sinners”. This is a series of shortened
sections of the book, The Way of Life, which was written to set out some of the
basic teachings of the Bible. Hodge was a respected American teacher of students
for the ministry till he died in 1878.

The Bible also teaches that our sinfulness is very great. The clearest way
a lawgiver can show how seriously he views wrongdoing is by the penalty

he attaches to breaking his law. If he is wise and good, the penalty will be
a true measure of the seriousness of the transgression. But God is infinitely
wise and good; so the punishment which He pronounces against sin must
match exactly what it deserves. We may not be able to see that sin really
deserves what God has declared is its proper punishment; we cannot know
all the reasons which prove the justice of the punishment. We cannot fully
understand the greatness, goodness and wisdom of the Being against whom
we sin, or the perfection of the law we transgress.

There is another cause of putting a low estimate on the evil of sin. The more
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depraved someone is, the less he is able to estimate its seriousness. The man
who once was horrified by a crime gets used to it and at last does not care
about it. Because we are sinners, we look on sin in a very different way from
how the Word of God presents it. So it is entirely reasonable to bow before
God’s judgement and acknowledge that sin really deserves the punishment
which He has declared is due to it. That punishment is so awful that only a
profound reverence for God, and some idea of the evil of sin, can make us
sincerely accept that it is just. Yet nothing can be more certain than that this
punishment is the proper measure of what sin deserves.

The term used for this punishment is death – not only of the body, but
also of the soul, and it is eternal. It includes all the evils, both in this world
and in the world to come, which are a penalty for sin. This is how we are to
understand God’s threat to Adam and Eve: “In the day that thou eatest
thereof, thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17), and the prophet’s words: “The
soul that sinneth, it shall die (Ezekiel 18:4). The same general idea is
expressed by the word curse: “As many as are of the law are under the curse;
for it is written, cursed is every one that continueth not in all things written
in the book of the law to do them” (Galatians 3:10), and also by the word
wrath: “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men” (Romans 1:18).

Such verses teach that God is displeased with sinners. As God is the
fountain of all blessedness, His displeasure must be the greatest of all evils.
To impress this truth deeply on our minds, the Bible uses the strongest terms
in human language when setting forth the terrible significance of God’s dis-
pleasure. Those who “obey not the gospel”, it says, “shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord” (2 Thessalonians 1:
8,9). The Saviour says that the wicked shall be cast “into hell, into the fire
that never shall be quenched; where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched” (Mark 9:43,44). At the last great day, He tells us, the Judge shall
“say to them on the left hand, Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41).

We can be sure that such verses are meant to convey the idea of endless
and hopeless misery. And this is the most fearful way the future state of those
who have not repented is set before us: they are completely abandoned to the
dominion of evil. Conscience no longer restrains them; above all, the Holy
Spirit is withdrawn. So hatred, impurity and violence form the character and
condition of those who finally perish. The wicked are described as always
blaspheming God, while they gnaw their tongues with pain (Revelation
16:10). The God who pronounces this doom on sinners is He who said, “As
I live . . . I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked” (Ezekiel 33:11). The
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most fearful of these passages were spoken by Jesus Christ, who came to die
that sinners might not perish, but have eternal life.

Remember that it is not against the chief of sinners that this dreadful
punishment is threatened. It is against sin – one sin, any sin. “Cursed is every
one that continueth not in all things written in the book of the law to do them”
(Galatians 3:10). The angels were punished for their first offence. Adam and
his race fell by one transgression. Human governments act on the same
principle. If a man commits murder, he suffers death for the one offence; it
is no defence for him to say that he is free from other crimes. Sin is rebellion
against God; it breaks our communion with Him; it ruins the soul.

God’s displeasure against sin, and His fixed determination to punish it, are
also shown by the certain connection between sin and suffering. People may
flatter themselves that they will escape the guilt of their sins by appealing to
God’s mercy to suspend this law for them. But it would be as reasonable for
them to expect the law of gravity to be suspended for their convenience. “He
that soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption” (Galatians 6:8),
as certainly as he who sows weeds shall reap weeds.

To suspend a law of nature – to stop the sun, for instance – is just to
exercise power. But to save sinners from the curse of the law, Christ must
become a curse for them – bear their sins on the tree and die, the just for the
unjust. So, since the death of Christ was necessary that sin might be pardoned,
it is clear we must measure the evil of sin by His dignity. The Bible teaches
that the infinite, eternal Son of God took our nature so that He might redeem
sinners from the curse of the law. Human suffering, no matter how severe,
cannot display the evil of sin and the justice of God as the cross of His Son
did – nor can a destroying flood, nor hell itself. The cross declares that sin
deserves God’s wrath and curse, and that no one can escape condemnation
who refuses to submit to the way of pardon He has appointed.

However hard our hearts may be, we ought to see that our guilt must be
very great. The law which we transgress is perfectly good; it is the law of
God. It is suited to our nature and necessary for our happiness. Opposition
to such a law must be in the highest degree unreasonable and wicked.

This law is enforced by the authority of God. To ignore this authority is
the greatest crime a creature can commit. It is rebellion against a Being who
has a right to command, because He is infinitely superior to us, He is
infinitely good and we are His creatures. There is no middle ground between
the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. Everyone is either a servant
of God or a servant of the devil. Holiness is the evidence of our loyalty to
our Maker; sin is the service of Satan. If we could directly contrast heaven
and hell, we might have some proper view of the guilt of forsaking God.
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Scripture and Catechism Exercises 2011-12
Names for Exercise 1

Senior Section: Barnoldswick: David Martin, Robert Ross. Edinburgh: Catriona Logan,
Daniel MacDonald. Gairloch: Rachel Mackenzie. Glasgow: Callum Macpherson. Inverness:
Thomas D Maton. King’s Lynn: Matthew Wiltshire. London: Amy van Kralingen. Longcot:
Ruth Cooper. Stornoway: Iain Boyd. Trowbridge: Joanna Broome.
Intermediate Section: Aberdeen: Sarah Somerset. Barnoldswick: Rebecca Ross. Broadstairs:
Ed Martin. Chippenham: Jessica Salkeld. Dingwall: Graham J MacLeod. Edinburgh:
Annabelle Macdonald. Gairloch: Donald Mackenzie, Catherine Wyatt. Glasgow: Kenneth J
Macpherson, Emma G Norris. King’s Lynn: Susie Wiltshire. Kyle: Nathan Whear. London:
Andrew Munns. Longcot: Samuel Cooper. Snizort: Rebecca Macleod. Staffin: Neil Matheson,
Carey Ross. Stornoway: Cirsty E Gillies, Aimee Macleod. Tonbridge: Heidi Playfoot. Vatten:
Jayne-Anne Fleming.
Junior Section: Aberdeen: Rachel Somerset. Barnoldswick: James Ross. Broadstairs: Claudia
and Oliver Martin. Chippenham: Rosie Salkeld. Gairloch: Andrew Mackenzie. Glasgow:
Katie Macpherson, Jonathan Norris, Rachel Smith. Kyle: Sarah Whear. London: Brian
Finlayson, Sam Munns, Claudia Campbell. Ness: Kathryn Ferguson. North Tolsta: Mairi
Campbell, Catriona and Christie Nicolson. Sidcup: Henry and Joseph Turnbull. Snizort: Sarah
Macleod. South Harris: Cameron A Macleod. Stornoway: Jane Mackenzie, Joanna and
Jonathan MacLean, Ryan MacSween. Trowbridge: James and Katie Playfoot. Trowbridge:
Abigail and Daniel Broome.
Upper Primary Section: Aberdeen: Samuel McIntosh. Dingwall: Hannah Mackenzie, Laura
MacLeod, Matthew Ross. Edinburgh: Bradley Morrison. Gairloch: Roddie Wyatt. Glasgow:
Iain Macpherson, Jessica Norris. Guildford: Susanna Risbridger. Inverness: Jessica Maton.
London: James Campbell, Henry Munns. North Tolsta: Anna Campbell. Sidcup: Annabelle
and Sebastian Turnbull. Snizort: Jonathan Macleod. South Harris: Jessica Ann Macleod.
Stornoway: Jamie Doig, Lucienne Doig, Sarah MacKenzie, Cara Macleod, Matthew
Macleod. Tonbridge: Joseph Playfoot.
Lower Primary Section: Aberdeen: Jane Somerset. Beauly: Deborah MacLean. Brighton:
Katharine Hills. Chippenham: Timothy Salkeld. Dingwall: Esther and Lydia Ross.
Edinburgh: Fraser Morrison. Glasgow: Grant Maclennan, Hugh Macpherson, David and
Louise Norris, Cameron Ross, Rebecca Smith. Halkirk: Annelise Hymers-Mackintosh.
Inverness: Lois and Victoria Maton. Kings Lynn: Thomas Wiltshire. Kyle: Mark Whear.
London: John and Sara Munns. Ness: Eilidh and Catherine Thomson. North Harris: Hannah
Jardine, Neil Morrison. North Tolsta: Esther and Ross Campbell, Ruth Morrison, Beth
Nicolson. Sidcup: Julius and Max Turnbull. Snizort: Andrew Macleod. South Harris: Jessica
Morrison. Stornoway: Sarah Inglis, Paul Mackenzie, Fraser Macleod, Kate and Mollie
MacSween. Tain: Abigail and Benjamin Reynolds. Vatten: Hannah Fleming.

2012 Youth Conference
This year’s Youth Conference will be held, God willing, in Carronvale
House, Carronvale Road, Larbert, Stirlingshire, from Tuesday, April 3,
to Thursday, April 5. We expect that further details will appear in next
month’s Magazine.
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Looking Around Us
Fish on Fridays?

For centuries Roman Catholics were banned from eating meat on Fridays.
This was supposed to be an act of penance connected with the death of Jesus
on that day. (By penance Roman Catholics mean some act of prayer, charity,
or self-denial by which they make amends for their sins.) Yet it was quite
acceptable to eat fish; but it obviously did not involve much self-denial for
someone who likes fish better than meat!

If you follow the Bible, you will recognise that such a practice has no
authority whatever. And it is from the Bible we must get our authority for
every issue of right and wrong. If we are to practise penance, we need to find
the idea in the Bible. But we cannot. What we find is repentance: a turning
away from sin, by the grace of God. But repentance will never make amends
for sin. Only the saving work of Jesus Christ can do so. And if we must
refrain from eating animal flesh, we must find the idea in the Bible. But,
however long we may search, we will not find it.

In 1983, Rome decided that bishops in individual countries could relax the
rule about meat. Roman Catholics were then supposed to do some other kind
of penance instead. The result of relaxing the ban was that almost everyone
felt free to eat meat on Fridays. Indeed, it seems that few Roman Catholics
did any penance at all on a Friday. But, last year, the bishops in England and
Wales decided again to forbid eating meat on Fridays. “I think Catholics will
welcome this,” Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster, said hopefully.
But one cannot see them going back to denying themselves meat on Fridays;
most people nowadays will not fall so easily for a made-up rule like this.

In more than one of his Epistles, Paul warns of serious departure from the
truth. His warnings help us identify the Church of Rome as a body in very
serious error, and therefore one we must have nothing to do with. For
instance, Paul tells Timothy about those who “shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Timothy 4:1). He
emphasises that this is not his own idea; it is something “the [Holy] Spirit
speaketh expressly”. One description Paul gives that points very directly to
the Roman Catholic Church is, “Forbidding to marry”, for priests, monks
and nuns must not marry. Another is “commanding to abstain from meats”,
which is what we have mostly been speaking about in this article.

We should always take the Bible’s warnings seriously.




