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The Depths of Satan.
MATTHEW IV. I—II,

[Dr. ¥. W. Krummocher was a plous and learned divine of the German Protestant
Church. His work on the °‘‘ Suffering Saviour ’ has not been surpassed by =any
theologian known to us. It is difficult to get a copy of it to-day, but those who may
have it should lend it to the *‘ poor and needy’’ to comfort and strengthen their
faith in the blessed Redeemer. The following discourse on ‘‘ The Depths of Satan '’
is by the same author. The sequence will shew what an experienced Christian he was,
humble, sincere, and how closely he watched the enemy of God and man. We pray
that it will be abundantly blessed to the poor in our Zion.—J. MacL.]

'l‘ HEN Jesus was led up of the Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted

of the devil.  And when He had fasted forty days and forty mights,
He was afterward an hungered. And when the tempter came to Him,
He said, If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made
bread. But He answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
Then the devil taketh Him up into the holy city, and setteth Him on
3 pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto Him, If Thou be the Son of
God, cast Thyself down; for it is written, He shall give His angels charge
concerning thee; and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any
time thou dash thy foot against a stome. Jesus said unto him, It is
written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the devil
taketh Him up-into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth Him all
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of themy and saith unto Him,
All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship
me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan; for it is written,
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.
Then the devil leaveth Him, and behold, angels came and ministered
unto Him.

We are here upon one of those memorable battle-fields, where glory
was gottén, that still to this day smiles upon ourselves; where triumphs
were achieved, which assure victory to us in Christ Jesus before we fight,
and new conquests even in death. Never was a combat more wonderful
in its nature, or more beneficial in its comsequences, than that of which
the inspired historian thus informs us. It was one which intimately
concerns every human being, and has the closest relation to our most
sacred interests. Therefore it well merits our devout attention.
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I. THE LEADING INTO THE WILDERNESS.

Our Saviour had dedicated Himself in the baptism of Jordan, and had
been visibly anointed by the fiery baptism of ¢ the Spirit without measure,”
to the Mediatorship of the new covenant of grace. There had descended
upon Him from Heaven an audible Divine testimony, that He was the
beloved Son of God, in whom the Father was well pleased. Thus conse-
crated and divinely furnished for His mediatorial and priestly office, He
is led, by a powerful influence of the Holy Spirit, into the depths of the
wilderness.

II. THE FASTING.

Was this fasting a part of the special plan of Him who led Him into
the wilderness? It was; and a means to an end. Do you ask on what
account it was expedient that Jesus should fast, and especially in such
a dreary solitude, and so severely, or for such a length of time? XKnow
this first, that our Messiah’s fasting had reference to a purpose very
different from that of the fasting of Moses on mount Sinai, and of other
holy persons. While it was to serve as an exercise of devotion and of
preparation for His priestly office, it was also the commencement of His
priestly sacrifice for the sin of man. To open the meaming not only of
His temptation in the wilderness, but also of His fasting there, we must
look for the key behind the barred gates of paradise lost. This fasting
was the amends for Adam’s forbidden fruition, the payment for his guilt
in the garden; it was a suffering that contributed to make satisfaction.
Did the first father of our race sin while dwelling in the delightful paradise
of Eden? Therefore we find the Second Adam in a waste and dreary
wilderness. Was the first man, who is of the earth, earthy, embowered
by the lovely trees of the garden, and nurtured by its delicious fruits?
Therefore must the Second Man, who is the Lord from Heaven, be im-
prisoned in a wilderness of hunger, surrounded by nothing but stones
and rugged rocks, where grew not a single plant that could relieve the
cravings of nature. Did our first father, before he had sihned, enjoy
the most delightful fellowship with God, and with His holy angels, and
with one who was such a true help meet for him, that her unspotted
innocence was most meet to mingle with his own high and divine enjoy-
ments? Lo, He who was born the Second Adam and Father of the
everlasting age, was, in order to retrieve the loss of such fellowship te
our sinful race, banished into the most gloomy solitude, to “ dwell with
the wild beasts” (Mark i. 13),, and amidst the circumventions of that
old serpent, the devil and Satan. Dreadful contrast! But such is the
righteous judgment of God. Our great Surety and Representative in
that forlorn and inhospitable desert, fasting and hungering in the sinner’s
stead, atones for the otherwise unpardonable presumption with which
Adam, in despite of the express warning of God, had stretched out his
hand to take the forbidden fruit. Verily, my brethren, Jesus has thus
made full amends in behalf of all His people. Nothing more of the
kind is required of ourselves; the atonement is made, once for all, and
for ever. But as for any of you who think lightly of this satisfaetion
of the Lamb of God, you may regard the situation of Jesus in the wilder-
ness as a faithful counterpart of your own future comdition. For thus
will ye be constrained to take up your abode in the gloomy desert of
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eternity; where ye shall hunger, but find stones instead of bread; where
ye shall thirst, but have fire, storm, and tempest for your portion to
drink instead of water; where ye shall dwell with such fallen spirits as
are called ravening wolves Matt.,, vii. 15; Acts. xx. 29, unclean dogs,
Phil, iii. 2; Rev. xxii. 15; roaring lions, Zeph. iii. 3; and hissing serpents,
Deut. viii. 15; Isa. xiv. 29; Mal. i. 3. Thus shall ye be solitary and for-
saken amidst whole hosts of the condemned and reprobate, Isa. xiv. 9,
19; Matt, xiii. 37-43. Ye shall be solitary and forlorn; for in hell there
is mneither converse mor friendship, nor affectionate intercourse; there
nothing but hatred and selfishness prevail; and each reprobate spirit is
too much occupied with his own torment and wretchedness to concern
himself with his companions in woe. And all this inevitable and righteous
punishment is moreover “everlasting!” (Matt. xxv. 46). Will not the
very sound of such awful truth one day rend the rocks and make the
mountains tremble? Let not then our own hearts be harder than the
rock (Jer. v. 3).

Fastings there are even still in the kingdom of God upon earth; bodily
and spiritual fasts of all kinds; painful and cheerful fasts. Those which
are most cheerful are kept in the Lent weeks of the spiritually renewed
and converted life; in that vernal season of the soul, when in the genial
warmth of the risen Sun of righteousness, it first begins to bring forth
fruits meet for repentance; for it now feels the kindness and love of
God our Saviour, which hath appeared unto all men, and it is affianced
to the heavenly Bridegroom. The soul now no longer mneeds self-denial
and forbearance to be commanded and enjoined; for it renounces self
of its own accord. It flies, as by a mew instinct, from scenes of tempta-
tion and danger, like a bird from the deadly weapon of the fowler. How
could the once lost sonm, mow happily recovered, content himself any
longer with the husks?  Tor he has tasted the fruit of the vine that
flourisheth in “the pleasant land,” and of the refreshments of its milk
and honey. He can no longer find his delight with those, who spending
their days in earthly prosperity, are practically saying unto God, “ Depart
from us, for we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways”; who, while
they are enjoying the timbrel and harp, and rejoicing at the sound of
the organ, are saying in their conduct, “ What is the Almighty, that we
should serve Him? and what profit should we have, if we pray unto Him¢”
(Job xxi, 11-15). With such he can have no more communion. With the
harp of David does he now raise his holy songs of joy. In opposition
to the vanities, disappointments, and follies of this world, he sets the
certainties which his faith now beholds in the opening glories of Heaven;
and with the couch of ease and luxury he contrasts the cross with the
beloved Sufferer suspended thereon, bleeding and crowned with thorns.
Away then at once with every wretched and shadowy joy, and every
glittering vanity, troubles us not, vain world, with these, for we are
keeping a fast to the Lord. How often do we hear it controverted and
questioned whether one pleasure or another be compatible with real piety!
Only let men become really in earnest about their own salvation, and they
will cease from such flimsy casuistry; and will perceive at once what
agrees or disagrees with the spirit of true religion; or how far permission
and ability to pursue any pleasure may belong to children of God and
heirs of the kingdom.

=1,
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Other fastings are incident to a state of grace, which are mot joyous,
but grievous. These happen when the soul is allured away, not from
the wild luxuries of the world into the pastures of the good Shepherd,
but from these refreshing and invigorating pastures into a seeming
wilderness. Oh, it is a bitter change, and we have felt it the more from
having enjoyed such remarkable happiness while leaning on Jesus’ bosom.
We then cry out, where is the blessedness I knew? Where are now those
lively and sweet emotions, those congenial delights and lively enjoyments
which we realized in' the Lord’s neaimess to our souls? We were so happy
that we could gladly have departed from this present life at once, and
have passed beyond our present precinets of paradise into the umnseen
world. The south wind breathed upon our garden, so that the spices
thereof flowed out (Sol. Song 4 16); the clusters of Canaan were gathered
abundantly, and a heart-gladdening sense of love wag like the fresh morn-
ing dew diffused upon our spirits; it made us feel ourselves at the King’s
table, recreated and comforted, and caused us to forget all sorrow. But
unexpectedly, a fast was announced to us, and the Bridegroom was taken
away. Now are the streams of milk and honey dried up; the soul is
deprived of its pleasant food; it sits down, in leanness and indigence, on
the ground; its harp is hung upon the willow, and with our utmost efforts
we can do no more than sigh for one dew-drop of heavenly blessing.
This is fasting indeed to the children of God in the wilderness. Happy
he, whose place of security is the munitions of rocks; who rests upon
Christ and His Word, and not in his own frames and feelings! ‘ Bread
shall be given him, his waters shall be sure” (Isa. xxxiii. 16). Such an
one, even when he is “as having nothing,” in the way of positive relish
and enjoyment, yet is “ possessing all things” by simple and implicit
faith; and, though exulting feelings may have left him, the peace of God
is still with him. He casts anchor beneath the immovable and sheltering
rocks of the Divine promises, and comforts himself with the assurance
that they stand fast for ever. He knows that though the mountains shall
depart, and the hills be removed, the kindness and love of God shall never
depart, neither the covenant of His peace be broken, or come to nought.
Even such a fasting in the wilderness, when God appoints it, is good
and wholesome. It is ordained for us to-day, by the very same grace
which bade us yesterday eat and drink with gladness and singleness of
heart. What can we better wish for than to be always under the rule
and guidance of Divine grace? Therefore let it order and conduct us
according to its good pleasure,

III. THE TEMPTATIONS.

Jesus went into the wilderness to endure a fast of forty days and forty
nights. But we have already noticed that more than this was designed
by the purpose of God. And mow what saith the Scripture? ¢ Jesus
was led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.”
How terrifie, strange and extraordinary a portion of our Saviour’s history
is this! that the Son of God should be led by the Holy Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil! - Yet comfort yourselves, ye tried
and tempted heirs of the kingdom, with this very thing, for it is reecorded
in Seripture expressly for your comsolation. Neither imagine that the
roaring lion goeth about in Israel unchained and at large; ‘or that he
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has full' liberty to fall upon whomsoever he will, or that he can throw
his fiery darts at pleasure, and lay his snares so unperceived as to eseape
your Saviour’s notice. Our Prince and Protector has him always in His
eye, and curbs him with a firm hand by the power of His Word. Thus
the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong. Powerful as
our adversary may be, he can have no power whatever against those
concerning whom he is commanded, “ Touch not Mine anointed.” In this
single injunction of our Saviour there is a wall of fire surrounding us,
beyond which no fiery dart of the wicked can fly. Every actual assault
upon us is by the express permission of our Lord Himself, and conse-
quently intended to be over-ruled for the soul’s health and salvation.
Hitherto shall it go, and no further., ¢ Howbeit” in all this the wicked
One “meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so”; but he is in
faet “ drawn out and made a show of openly ”; and our King is ¢ triumph-
ing over him in it.” The enemy is but one of those principalities and
powers, whether they be in Heaven, or earth, or under the earth, with
whom the Lord doeth whatsoever He will. He employs him as He did
Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus and others, for the benefit of the.
holy seed. He makes use of him as a staff in His hand, as a rod, as a
driver, ‘as a chastener; and when He has done with him, He breaks the
staff of Israel’s shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, and flings it from
Him. He shuts up the dragon in the abyss. Rejoice, therefore, ye poor
of His flock; for the powers of darkness, though as lions and wolves
in their own nature, are subject to your Good Shepherd. ‘Whenever
Satan’s fiery darts are hurled about you, think that the Lord, by His
Spirit is only conducting you into the wilderness, and setting you in
the conflict: for He is Himself with you in the field and in the fold;
that He superintends all; and that neither His eye nor His power can
slumber for a moment.

As no temptations or trials can befall the ghildren of God without
the Divine permission, so they have all one and the same object. They
are intended to show what is in man; to bring to light and make manifest
what is in us as men, and as children of God. It frequently happens
that the Lord Himself desires to prove us, for He taketh pleasure in
His works (Psalm civ. 31). Thus He proved Abraham; but at the critical
moment He called out of Heaven, saying, “ Now I know that thou fearest
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me”
(Gen, xxii. 12), He knew this before: but He would have that fear of
God, which He had wrought in His servant’s heart, developed, like the
seed of a plant, that the Lord might rejoice in His perfected work. So
at the present day, many a beloved child of grace is conducted into severe
trial and conflict, that he may learn to pray, supplicate, persevere, and
walk by faith upon the waves, with his hand, as it were, in the hand of
Jesus. It is true that we are often sore troubled at such a season, and
unable to believe those who testify that the Lord is now delighting in
us.  For real Christians, and especially under their afflictions, can see
nothing in themselves for the Lord to delight in. But the Lord nevertheless
can see something of the kind; and He will see it, because such is His
good pleasure.

Furthermore, He often suffers His dear children to be tempted and
sorely tried in a variety of ways, that what is hidden in their hearts may
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be manifested, not so much to Himself, as rather to their Christian
brethren and sisters. Thus He shows us an Abraham’s faith; a Job’s
patience; a Moses’s love and meekness; an Elijah’s zeal; a Canaanitish
woman’s humility and fervency; and a Paul’s exultation in sufferings;
that we may learn to glory in that strength of His which is perfected
in weakness. Do we in faint-heartedness imagine that such eminent saints
may well get to Heaven, but that with respect to ourselves, every thing
must certainly come to mought? Then He tells us of David, Simon Peter,
and a cluster of others, from whom the winepress of God expressed not
only wine, but also bitter waters of sorrow for sin; and thus e revives
our spirit and imparts fresh courage, especially when He reminds us,
that David and Peter still retain the glory omnce put upon them, when
the latter was designated “a rock,” and the former “a man after God’s
own heart ” (Aects xiii. 22). It has often happened that persons who have
shone with remarkable lustre of holiness, and enjoyed extraordinary
respect from the world, have at length become disposed to resist, like the
oak, in their own strength, the gusts of trial. But these gusts have left
them stripped of their honours, disfigured and blasted; and thus have
they become monuments of our fallen nature’s weakness and helplessness.
All the lustre of their holiness, influence, and efficiency, has like a brook
been lost in the sand, and has so entirely disappeared, that they who
had heretofore been rivers of blessing wherever they found their way,
can now hardly be recognized as the same persons. Now, such things
the Lord has suffered to come to pass, that the idolatry with which we
are too ready to extol human nature may be prevented; that grace may
be preserved in its pure lustre, and all honour and glory redound to Him
whose right alone it is to receive it. The more particular intent of our
trials and temptations generally is, that we may the better learn what
is in man, that is; in ourselves; that we may ever be kept lying low as
in the dust, that is, in great humility. For we, as children of fallen
Adam, have naturally such superficial notions of true piety, that we
would fain think ourselves possessed of it at once, by a cheap and easy
method; but Jesus would have us learn that ‘ that which is born of the
flesh is flesh ”; that He has to deal with us as persons radically ungodly;
and that every soul is of this character whom He undertakes to save.
Therefore He suffers the arrows of the adversary again and again to
wound us, that we may be the more wakefully conscious of sin dwelling
in us, and that the hideousness and ill-savour of its hitherto unperceived
brood of evils may offend as it were our very senses. Hence He permits
the wicked One occasionally to set in motion the unholy dispositions or
blasphemous inventiveness that lay slumbering in the inner chambers of
the soul, that we may perceive how many abominations still remain to
be purged out of the human temple of God, and may learn quite to give
up and renounce our natural pride and self-esteem (Job xxxiii. 17). For
the same purpose He permits the adversary sometimes to come upon us
by surprise, and to sound & blast of alarm over our slumbering lusts.
Then, how are we amazed to find old deformities still about us! Alas!
we thought that by our pious exercises we had long ago dislodged and
swept them away, and that the whole house was already garnished with
holiness; but now we find it far otherwise. The beloved bride then learns
that she is “black ” as well ag “comely 7”; “like the tents of Kedar?” as
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well as “like the curtains of Solomon ”; and that she has no inherent
excellence of her own. Thus she learns more thoroughly to repent, and
remember, and do her first works. The Bridegroom of the Church will
have it so; neither will any thing short of it satisfy Him as the travail
of His soul. Therefore, many a saint, beginning to indulge in self-
complacency concerning his own supposed eminence in holiness, finds the
loftiest step of this eminence break under him, and himself prostrated
upon the earth, or even plunged in the mire. He is mow more vile in
hig own eyes than he had ever before imagineéd. Pride is dropped, and
every lamp of its vain glory is bedimmed. Like a bird of paradise that
has lost its plumage, he is now in his own eyes naked and bare, and is
impelled by conscious shame to hide himself as in a cleft of the rock,
where he learns by experience what it is to rejoice with all the heart,
that the true bridal dress is of the Lord’s own choosing and bestowing;
that a cross once stood upon Golgotha, from which a righteousness has
ascended to a throne; and that fallen men can add to it mo supposed
excellence of theirs, but must simply and solely asecribe - grace, grace

(To be continued.)

Memoir of an Afflicted Christian Cottager (Elizabeth Fraser).
By the Rev. ALEXANDER C00OK, Stratherrick.*

AMON‘G numeous straths branching off from the great Caledonian
valley of Scotland, Stratherrick is a remote and thinly-peopled
locality, of pleasingly diversified scenery. Few of the more celebrated
Highland resorts surpass its varied ranges of hill and moor, its glens
glistening with tarns, its water-falls and mountain passes; and, many
accordingly are its visitors, often from distant lands, who take a hasty
or more leisurely survey of its grand and impressive features. ‘With
deeper and more penetrating view, the occasional scientifice
visitor reads, in these features, some portions of the early
history of our globe,” and descries traces of the mighty operations
of mature, in the course of whiech our island may have first
emerged from the deep. But there is a world of mind in the most
secluded glen inhabited, which presents no less impressive moral and
spiritual features, to all who “have senses exercised to discern” them.
And in a race, isolated by language and locality, like our Celtic
mountaineers, and but recently transformed from barbarism to Christian
civilization, the benign progress of the gospel has left some very distinctive
vestiges, which it were deeply interesting and instructive historically
to trace. To this inner scene we invite our readers, when we relate to
them the life of a humble cottager of Stratherrick, remarkable for some
more than ordinary trials in her Christian course. At the outset, the
narrative presents illustrations, though quite fragmentary and limited,
of that historical process to which we have referred—the progress of

“Thig interesting account of Elizabeth Fraser was published i nbooklet form by us
a number of years ago and is now reprinted in the Magazine.—The Editor.
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evangelical religion in the Highlands. In this respect, but especially as
exhibiting some peculiar phases of Christian character and trials, the
subjeet will not, we think, be found unworthy of attention by those
who delight to trace the ways and works of the Most High, not only in
external nature, but in the higher kingdom of grace.

Having gone to reside in Strathfarigaig (to use the native Gaelic name),
about seven years ago, the attention of the writer was soon directed to
the subject of the present sketch.  Although in the humblest station,
and acquainted with no other language than the Gaelic, her religious
character and active benevolence commanded universal respect, and
exercised an important ‘influence, not only on professing Christians of
different stations, but even on the carcless and ungodly. She was assiduous
in attending on religious ordinances, and laborious in ministering at the
bedside of the .afflicted, far and near. She had a mild dignity and weight
about her, combined with ardour, marking no commonplace character, and
her countenance might be distinguished in the worshipping assemblies
by the varying emotions characterising a hearer,. intelligent, devout, and
public-spirited—as anxious for the preacher and the worshippers as for
herself. Without that accurate and nice discernment which is the gift
of some Christians, and partly results from enlarged intercourse with
experienced believers, like the refined aesthetics of advanced civilisation,
her sympathies towards all were, in some respects, enhanced by this defect.
We learned that the course of this interesting person had been one of
sore affliction, but of singular preservation and deliverance; that she
had emerged from the darkness of long-continued despair to the bright-
ness of spiritual comfort and joy. Little could she or others conjecture
what a dark passage was yet before her, or that a strange closing scene
of tempest, and ultimately sweet and gracious calm, was yet between her
and the haven of heavenly rest.

The idea of writing some memorial of this humble disciple was suggested
by the request of her friends after her death, but laid aside for a time
as having difficulties out of proportion to its importance. It is not easy
to exhibit, in writing, a phase of Christian character, at once minute
and isolated, in a way appreciable by those in widely different circum-
stances and associations. It is difficult always to separate the ore of
practical saving truth from what is merely local and adventitious, in
such a manner as to preserve individualising and characteristic traits.
Besides, the workings of uneducated but energetic minds, untrained, too,
in early life, even by stated religious ordinances, often exhibit an amount
of irregularity which cannot fail to be mistaken for superstitious
enthusiasm, if the unchanging lineaments of Christian, seriptural religion
be not also steadily traced and kept in view. But these are the same
essentially in all, whether poor or rich, educated or illiterate; nor are
there complexion-varieties, unworthy of a careful record.* The promise
of the new covenant is fulfilled to all the regenerate—* They shall all
know me,” saith the Lord, ¢ from the least to the greatest.” And, hence,
the experience of any one may be of use to others in widely different

#*No intelligent person would think minutize of Pathology or Anatomy unimportant
and writers of light literature no longer ridicule the Naturalist for attending to shells
or insects. The progress of evangelical religion may be expected to command equal
respect in religious literature for minute but charvacteristic details of Christian ex-
perience and life.
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circumstances and spheres— the short and simple annals of the poor,”
not only to their own class, but to Christians of education and rank.’

SECTION I.

BARBARISM IN STRATHERRICK IN 1770—MISSIONARY PROCESS
BY WHICH HIGHLANDS EVANGELIZED—ELIZABETH’S
EARLY PIETY AND FERVOUR.

Elizabeth Rua, as I shall call her (the English orthography nearest in
sound to 'the name by which she was known) was born in the most remote
and hilly part of Stratherrick, about the year 1790. Her father was a
respectable pensioner from the army: her mother claimed near kindred
to an eminent minister of the Scottish Chureh, who, at the close of the
century, published a profound theological work. His parish was in a
district of the Highlands comparatively early brought under evangelising
influences, of which his own labours formed an important continuation;
while Stratherrick and most of the contiguous straths were in a state
of almost primitive barbarism., With a teeming population like that of Ire-
land in our own time, the Highlanders seem to have resembled their fellow-
Celts then in the barbarous revels at wakes, funerals, and weddings, which
are described in such publications as Sir C. Hall’s, or Carleton’s ¢ Sketches
of the Irish Peasantry.” Ferocious feuds, too, were still rife among the
remnants of the clans, and many a locality is associated, in the stories
of old people still living, with some conflict or deed of violence in those
days of moral and spiritual darkness. Nor were the ministers of religion
placed in the various parishes efficient in counteracting this state of
matters. It was indeed according to the Scripture expression, ¢ like
people, like priest.” The parish pulpits, with a few bright exceptions,
were rendered powerless for good by moderate occupants, a class of
ministers so well described by Sir Richard Hill:—

“ A moderate divine is one who has a very moderate share of zeal
for God. Consequently, a moderate divine contents himself with a
moderate degree of labour in his master’s vineyard.” [Anxious chiefly
to enjoy their stipends in peace, such ministers would be very moderate
in reproving prevailing wickedness, but hostile to any more devoted
labourer who crossed their path.] ‘A moderate divine is always very
cool and calm in his pulpit; he never argues, except when he is preaching
against such fathers of Israel as the pious and lowly Mr. H., and then
a moderate divine loses all his moderation. A moderate divine is usually
an advocate for card parties, and for all assemblies except religious ones,*
but thinks no name too hard for those who assemble to spend an hour
or two in prayer, and hearing® God’s word.”

But the piety of an earlier time had originated an evangelistic process,
which, neither the violence nor the spiritual torpor of the period could
now arrest. At the beginning of the century, the Church of Scotland,
as restored by the Revolution Settlement from the storms of persecution,
thcugh weak and defective, was essentially a sound and living Church;
nor did the evangelical element, in its councils, succumb to the canker

#It is curious to find this character reproduced in our own day in the Established
Church of Sweden., ‘‘ There is no new thing under the sun!”
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of Moderatism before 1737, Long ere that time the Christian sympathies
of its godly ministers had been drawn forth by the spiritual destitution
at once of the Highlands and of “ foreign parts,” and their missionary
zeal took shape in the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge,
instituted in 1709. It was this Society which, in 1743, sent the holy
missionary Brainerd to gather such a glorious harvest of souls among
the Indians of America. And scarcely less successful in the aggregate,
though proceeding by- slow and unobserved degrees, was its numerous
but humble missionary agency throughout the Highlands—teachers and
catechists, by whose labours the good seed was sown in many wild and
barbarous districts; and who set processes in operation, by which, in
combination with eminent ministers, now and then raised up, multitudes
of souls were gathered into the fold of Christ. As instances of this
final result of the rich harvest, following a lengthened cuorse of spiritual
culture, we may point to the state of such distriets as Baster Ross, or
Strathnaver; and Kildonan in Sutherlandshire, 60 or 80 years ago, which
were full of Christian men’ and women, illustrious in their humble sphere
for spiritual maturity, wisdom, and unction, On-the other hand, only
the commencement of this process was observable in Stratherrick at that
time, and long afterwards. Teachers or Catechists, and some solitary
private Christians, the pioneers or substitutes of the gospel ministry,
were the only efficient instructors in her native place, and in the surround-
ing districts, during Elizabeth’s infancy and carly days.

One devoted teacher in Stratherrick, about eighty years ago, named
Macgregor, is still remembered as having been the means of the conversion
of several of his scholars, who, in their turn, became witnesses for
Christ, and whose names are still cherished in the distriet. Macgregor
succeeded in abolishing the horrid practice of dancing at wakes, at which
the widow, or nearest relation of the deceased, was expeeted to lead
the first reel!l A more grievous remnant of heathenism and means of
preventing “the living ” from “laying to heart the lessons of the house
of mourning,” could scarcely be mentioned. Somewhat later, a godly
man, named Donald M‘Donoghie, used to repair to every wake of which
he heard in the district, to prevent their playing at games, and to engage
~—sometimes amid scorn and ill-usage—in divine worship. The opposition
raised against such evangelistic labours was great. Indeed, Macgregor
was obliged by obloquy in his old age to retire from the field of labour.
But the seed sown was not scattered to the winds; under the eye of the
great Husbandman it took root and grew, though by slow degrees, and
like a rare and tender crop in uncongenial soil.

Despite the disadvantages of the time, Elizabeth grew up a well-behaved
girl, careful of the Sabbath, dutiful to her parents, and kind to the people
of God, to the extent of ministering' to their wants. A remarkable escape
she had when a little girl, deserves notice, as it-accords with a frequent
feature in Christian biography—the Lord’s care of His people in Provi-
dence, during the times of their ignorance. While tending cattle on the
hills, a mad dog which had done much injury in the neighbourhood, came
to her. Ignorant of the danger, she caressed the animal for some time,
and even wiped its foaming mouth., Naturally, her parents pere exceed-
ingly anxious when they ascertained the circumstances; but she escaped
without injury.
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One of her earliest religious impressions was made in sleep, when a
young girl. The Lord has many ways of bringing saving truth before
the mind in an affecting manner, nor is there anything inconsistent with
the laws of ouy mental constitution in the choice of the abstracted and
imaginative condition of dreaming for that purpose. There may even
be in it a special suitableness to the case of untutored minds, like that
of Elizabeth, where the choicest and deepest workings seem often to be
evolved in sleep—workings which, with a superior educational or religious
training—might take the more rational shape of waking reflections and
exercigses. But even in the experience of the best trained minds, it is a
fact, that in dreaming, results have sometimes been reached, which their
best efforts when awake, could not achieve. The mind may, like the
kaleidoscope, shut up in its dusty tube, get the various elements of thought
to drop harmoniously into their places. What wonder then that the
Author of our frame should,* “when deep sleep falleth upon man, in
slumberings upon the bed,” take occasion at times to “’open the ears of
men, and seal their instruction?” KElizabeth dreamed she saw a lovely
eompany, and among them, One stripped of ordinary garments, but shed-
ding radiance on them all. A mild-looking man then came up to her.
She asked him who that personage could be? ¢ This,” replied he, “is
your husband, Elizabeth.” ¢“Ts He%” said she, with surprise.  Again
the Stripped One (an emblem in which the Saviour’s humiliation and
poverty appears to have been delineated in her mind) Himself approached
'her, and asked, “Do you recognise Me, Elizabeth?’ She replied, “ No.”
Then He put her hand to His wounded side, and again enquired if she
knew Him. “I do,” she now execlaimed; “such marks are found on
none else than the Son of God!”

Having her young heart gained, in various ways, to Him who was
“lifted up that He might draw all men into Him,” she soon felt an
earnest and inexpressible desire to hear the gospel preached. A proof
this, by the way, that her religion was no dream or fancy. She often
travelled the long distance between Stratherrick and Redcastle, Ferintosh,
ete., where such eminent ministers as the late Mr. John Kennedy and Dr.
Macdonald were to be heard. Sometimes the texts on which they preached
would foreibly occur to her mind in meditation before leaving home.
Frequently a succession of difficulties had to be overcome in these journeys,
and companions with whom she had arranged to proceed in company
would draw back, and leave poor Elizabeth to make the best of her way
alone. Ferries stopped her course for a time, when perhaps the means
of crossing had to be providentially and unexpectedly provided, and long,
weary roads to be traversed, sometimes a distance of about fifty miles,
in going and returning. How precious would the supplies of Seriptural

#*Job xxxiii. 15—17. This is the only scripturel passage we remcmber, which seems
to intimate the occasional employment of dreams, as a medium of impressing! divine
truth upon the heart in the * ordinary ’’ gracious operaions of the Holy Spirit. The
vecords of Christian biography, in modern times, present several instances of the
kind. Dr. Owen remarks on the passage, that it describes a mode of dealing usual
in the early ages of the world, before the inspired word was set in writing (Works,
vol. =xvii.,, p. 483.) Even thig limitation applies, by analogy, to cases like that of
Elizabeth Rua. She could read but imperfectly: a translation in her language was
difficult to be had in her younger days, and the living ministry of the Word was
accessible only by lengthened and occasional journeys; so that she might need some
geculia_rdmethods of ‘‘gealing *’ the stray and scattered °°instructions ’’ that reached
er mind.
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instruction, and the providential lessons thus hardly earned, prove to
her, when, perhaps for weeks afterwards, her mind dwelt on them in the
seclusion of her glen?

In a neighbour, Allister MTan’s wife, this young Christian found a
like-minded Friend. When an attachment of this:kind is formed in the
bonds of Christian love, mutual solicitude and sympathy will be specially
directed towards the spiritual welfare; and the wise man’s observation
that “two are better than one,” will in this case be realised. On one
occasion, Jane M‘Tan slipped into a breach of the holy rest of the
Sabbath, by engaging in some trifling transaction. Such a temptation
might, with these simple cottagers, whose intercourse with the world
was so limited, prove as fatal as some great snare to persons extensively
engaged in business. Elizabeth was providentially made aware of her
friend’s misconduet, and a strong impression was made on her mind, that
her eternal salvation was directly imperilled in the matter. She hastened
to warn her friend, who confessed her offence, expressed sorrow, and
promised to be more watehful in future. But a temptation of this kind,
if once yielded to, is not easily dislodged: the woman’s sister repeated
the offence shortly after. Elizabeth, now impelled by still more alarm-
ing impressions of her friend’s danger, hurried once more to their house,
and this time succeeded in putting a stop to the sinful practice.  Her
exercises at this time also took shape in sleep; but the important matter
to observe is, that the Lord’s secret leadings were here training her to
that tenderness and circumspection—to that holiness which becometh the
house of “the Lord for ever.” Perhaps the incident gives the key to
some parts of her subsequent history. Her own fearful trials were brought
on, as we shall see, by some want of this tender circumspection, indicated
in the exhortation to ‘“abstain from all appearance of evil.” How should
young religious enquirers watch, “lest any be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin,” or “grieve the Holy Spirit off God” by a careless,
untender walk in their Christian course!

At another time, during this period, she became the means of conveying
comfort to a man in a state of great spiritual depression. William
M——, a small farmer in her neighbourhood, returned from a journey
under a deéep apprehension, occasioned by a passage of Secripture which
had laid hold on his conscience. He was so excited that for three days
he remained shut up from his family, and a friend whom Elizabeth met
at the door dissuaded her from venturing -to see him.  She went in,
however, and engaged with him .in conversation. “ Alas!” he said,
“repentance at the close of life is as vain as to sow corn at Martinmas,”
an emblem which his distressed mind had drawn from his own practice
in farming. ¢ Strange,” replied she, promptly suggesting encouragement
from an enlarged view of his own emblem, “ Strange, when the best seed
that is sown, thé wheat, is then sown.” The Lord was pleased to bless
this simple remark for bringing before the mind of the sufferer, in his
own mode of thinking, the hope of the gospel. Hig end, which took place
goon after, “ was peace.”’

Generally known to the Lord’s people in surrounding districts as a
lively and zealous professor,* she received, at the communion in Ferintosh,
a striking incidental warning of what trials might befall her. When
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that eminent minister, Dr. Angus Mackintosh of Tain, was expected to
preach, intelligent hearers were wont to gather from the emotions depicted
in his countenance, what was to be the strain of his discourses, according
as (in the beautiful words of Cowper)—

“ By him the violated Law speaks out
Its thunders, and by him, in strains as sweet
As angels use, the gospel whispers peace.’’

On the Communion Sabbath, Elizabeth happened to meet the parish
minister, as he was directing some external arrangements before the
service began.  Having observed an aspect of peculiar severity in Dr.
M.s countenance that morning, and perhaps desiring, as was natural,
consolation rather than severity at such a time, with the “mnaivete” of
a young convert, she accosted Mr. Macdonald thus—“ O, Mr. Macdonald,
you are to set Dr. Mackintosh to preach to us, and there is not one of
us but he will kill with the law!” Mr. Macdonald’s keen eye had doubt-
less discerned that her course was too rapid, and that she expected to
enjoy uninterrupted comfort and joy, without due humiliation and abase-
ment on account of sin. In a kindly manner he observed to her that she
was likely to get enough of the law, not in Ferintosh, or from Dr. Mackin-
tosh, but from painful personal experience. Thus did that eminent servant
of Christ exhibit towards one of the least of the flock, the wisdom,
vigilance, and sympathy of a watchman for souls. In the life-long
labours of Dr. Macdonald, for the evangelisation of his beloved native
Highlands, how many important transactions must have occurred, more
worthy of being detailed, than this little anecdote and yet we are not
sure if, as the sequel showed, we could readily meet with one more
characteristic of the true pastor, rightly dividing the word of truth.

“To avoid a disagreeable ambiguity, we take Ieave to make this change of the
usual orthography. The word seems a necessity in religious literature.

SECTION II.,

DESPAIR AND DELIVERANCE—RENEWED CONSOLATION AND
DEVOTEDNESS.

The anticipation of Dr. Macdonald was soon justified in a surprising
and unexpected way. She who had been ready “in her prosperity to say,
I shall never be moved,” soon afterwards fell into depths of despondency
and gloom, took to bed and lay speechless for months. The occasion of
this trial, although obscure in its course, seems to have been encourage-
ment on her part, of certain attentions, in the way of courtship, from
some young men; and while there was no approach on her part to any-
thing criminal, there appears to have been a want of that gravity, wateh-
fulness, and self-denial, which a young Christian female of handsome
exterior would peculiarly require.* Of a sudden she was induced to

*Since writing the above, we have noticed a passage in that wonderful dramatic
delineation of Christian experience and religious character, the Pilgrim’s Progress,
which seems to describe this very case. Faithful relates to Christian his first outset;
how he escaped ‘‘the Slough of Despond,”” and other initial difficulties by which his
friend was so sorely tried, got through the Strait Gate and so quickly on in the way,
that he passed the House of the Interpreter, and dispensed with the refreshment to
be had in the House Beautiful, But Faithful’s greatest dangers lay in the repeated
solicitations of fleshly lusts, from which Christian, absorbed with spiritual trials had
been comparatively exempt; and though he escaped their snares, 'the partial ‘‘ heart-
consent *’ given, occasioned a terrible outset fromm Moses :—
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marry, contrary to the advice of friends, and the object of her choice
appears not to have been worthy of her. In a very few weeks after her
marriage this distress came on, resulting, ultimately, in settled despair.
Her {husband returned to his native place, where he died soon after.
Elizabeth, meantime, was in the most hopeless state. In vain was she
brought from the house of one Christian friend to another; in vain did
her beloved and valuable, though eccentric, friend, F' M , come
to see her from a distant country, and pray beside her: she would not
give her hand or utter a word to him. He went away deeply burdened
with concern for her, but hopeful, nay, confidently anticipating that the
furnace of affliction would be ultimately for good, not only to herself
personally, but in fitting her for usefulness to others.

Blizabeth was finally brought to the house of a brother’s widow, who
so far from being disposed to afford the kindly attention her case required,
was a drunken ‘and unfeeling creature. Her father’s means, which
might have kept her comfortable, were squandered, and herself miserably
neglected. She was allowed to lie with the least possible covering, on
straw, in a barn; nay, at times, savagely brought out in the depths of
winter, and left in the snow, or pluiiged into a river, with the view of
forcing her to speak and exert herself. It was all the same to her,
however; the gloom of despair prostratéd, yvet without imparing, her
faculties; and she scarcely took food sufficient to sustain life. It was
a strange oversight in the few-Christian friends she had in the country,
to leave her to such inhuman treatment, but the apparent hopelessness
of her case appears to have kept them from enquiring at her relatives
about her. F M- said it was “a house of murder,” and censured
all the professing Christians in Stratherrick, for their apathy and want
of prayerful solicitude. Himself, though in a distant country, set apart
days for prayer on her behalf. To him, and to a young man in a neigh-
bouring strath, Alex. F at A , the honour seems to have been
graciously given of being the instruments, through whose seeret prayers,
her deliverance came. “The Lord saith, T will yet for this be enquired
of by the house of Israel, to do it for them ” (Bzek. xxxvi. 37).

For two years did she continue in this despairing condition, until
reduced to a degree from which recovery seemed physically impossible.
One evening she tried to take some cold vegetables, which were all that
her cruel sister-in-law used to throw. to her for food. She found that

‘“ Now when I had got about half way up [the hill difficulty] I looked behind e,
and saw one coming after me, swift as the wind! so he overtook me hbout the place
where the Setitle |stands.

‘ Just there, said Christian, did I sit down to rest me, but being overcome with
sleep, I there lost this roll out of my bosom.

‘¢ ¢ Faithful.—But good brother, hear me out; so soon as the man overtook me,
he was buti a word and a blow,—for down he knocked me, and laid me for dead. But,
when I was a little come to myself again, I asked him wherefore he served me so?
He said, because of my secret inclining to Adam the first; and with that he struck
me another deadly blow on the breast, and beat me down backward; so I lay at his
feet as dead, as before, So when' I came to myself again, I cried to him for merey;
but he said, I know not how to show mercy, and with that knocked me down again.
He had doubtless made an end of me, but that one came by and bid him forbear,

‘¢ Ohristian.”—Who was that that bid him forbear?

‘¢! Taithful.’—I did not know him at first, but as he went by, I perceived the
holes in his hands and in his side; then I concluded that he was our Lord. So I
went up the hill.

‘¢ ¢ Christian.”—That man that overtook you was Moses. He spareth not, neither
llijnozveth he how to show mercy to those that transgress his law.’’—Pilgrim’s Progress.—

art 1.
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her fingers had not sufficient strength to jgrasp them, upon which she
pushed them from her, saying to herself, “It is all over with me now.”
But the Lord interposéd, at the last extremity, according to his promises
(Deut. xxxii. 36), that “He shall judge his people, and repent himself
for his servants, when he seeth that their power is gone.” Before morning,
that scripture occurred to her mind, with gentle, delivering power. “I1
shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. The Lord
has chastened me sore, but he hath not given me over unto death.”
This was like the first break of day to her soul. Shortly after, while
slumbering, she dreamed of a minister whom she esteemed, but who had
been removed to the eternal world during her illness, and consequently
unknown to her. She thought she saw him in the pulpit, singing praise.
After a long time, she asked, with surprise, “ Are you not to begin the
sermon®? “Oh,” he said, “there is nothing here but praise.” This
mental glimpse of heaven, though in a dream, tended-‘further to loose
her bonds.

She was now removed to a house at some distance, where much kindness
was shown her. This was in the spring of either 1833 or 1834.

Soon after F M returned to visit her, and she leaped up on
hearing his voice, stretching out both her hands.  Elizabeth, you are
yourself again,” said he. “Oh,” she replied, “there is no fear in love.”
Now she became earnest in speaking to those about her, for their eternal
welfare. Now the full tide of divine consolations flowed into her soul,
till she could scarce sustain the pressure, and she prayed the Father to
restrain the outflowing of the love of Christ, lest the clay vessel should
go to pieces! Omne day she broke out with a passagg of scripture, on
which she continued, speaking or praying in conmnection with it, till night,
— And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but tarry
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.”
She mourned at times, that the people’ of God were not around her bed,
as she thought, if they had, she would have more strength to sustain the
overflowing spiritual joy. Doubtless, it was a loss to her in various
respects; and some of the anomalies in her history would perhaps have
been greatly modified or softened, had she enjoyed intimacy with eminent,
judicious Christians, Few things are more hurtfll to their growth in
grace, than a certain drifting away from the deep teaching of the Spirit
of grace, of which believérs are sometimes made sensible, a certain
failure of following His gracious leadings through inadvertence and
other causes. It is by ¢ following the Lord fully” that they come to
be eminently “endued,” as the disciples were, after their deep trial,
“with power from on high.” But the Lord shows the excellence of His
gracious work in the souls of His people, by placing them in the utmost
possible variety of circumstances, some more favoured, others less so.
Indeed, the few hearers of the Lord at that time in Stratherrick appeared,
a8 we sometimes see solitary or thinly planted trees, for want of mutual
shelter, misshapen by their exposure to .the chill mountain blasts.
Moderatism reigned in the parish pulpits, and not only were “the
shepherds’ tents” (Song of Sol. i. 8) thus wanting, but there was a
deficiency also of “the footsteps of the flock,” the experimental knowledge
and godly example connected with the fellowship of the brethren.
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She was now brought out by friends to meetings held by F M
At one of these, a young man named William J; was brought under
the power of the truth, who proved a zealous labourer for the salvation .
of immortal souls, during a short but energetic course. Her friend,
F M , completely wore out his strength traversing the remote and
neglected parts of the Highlands and Western Islands, in dealing publicly
and privately with the inhabitants regarding their eternal interests; and
many, we have reason to bhelieve, were the seals of his humble and despised
labours. He died in the neighbouring strath to Stratherrick, and
Elizabeth was by him in his last days. From the manner in which he
had been drawn out in spiritual solicitude and prayer for her, her recovery
had given him singular satisfaction. “’Tis the death of Christ,” he
used to say, “that united us, and only death will separate us in this
world.” When the final symptoms of his illness came on, she went out
to pray: as she was thus engaged, she thought she felt the heavenly
company approach to convey away his departing spirit. It matters little
whether this be thought, as herself probably deemed it, a preternatural
lifting of the veil which hides the world of spirits from mortal view,
or merely—what is of more consequence—the exercise of faith in prayer
for a departing Christian friend giving to the mind “ the substance of
things hoped for,” with reference to the ministry of angels, which we
know from: Secripture to be real. However this might be, it strengthened
for the pain of separation. She rose to go into the house, and at the
door was met by the inmates, who sought to prevent her emtrance, lest
her feelings, in her shattered state of health, should overpower her; but
she calmly told them the precaution was unnecessary; she knew that all
was over.

Some time after this, when she had quite recovered her health and the
use of her limbs—for a time lost through the long confinement and neglect
——she was made instrumental in bringing a niece of hers to hear the
word, and that “not in word only, but in saving power.” William J 5
the young man before referred to, and who was afterwards and till his
death employed as a missionary catechist by the late excellent Mr. Lilling-
ston of Lochalsh—was proceeding to hold a meeting in a neighbouring
village to Stratherrick. There her niece resided; and when Elizabeth,
who had hurried on before William, reached this woman’s house, she was
ill in bed, with four small children to take care of. Elizabeth, however,
under a strong impulse of concern for her soul, insisted on her going to
the meeting; and, with much difficulty, prevailed on her to allow herself
to be carried to it, her husband going with them. She had not been
long hearing Wwhen the word took hold—*“the Lord opened her heart.”
Soon her thoughts turned to her husband’s state, and she who had before
been distressed with anxiety about her children, was now afraid lest
such eare should cause him to leave the meeting. After it closed, she
passed the night watching, in conversation with William J: , on spiritual
things. Some months afterwards, when very low, and momentarily
expected to expire, she opened her eyes and said, “I shall yet hear him
again whom the Lord made an instrument of good to my soul”’—nor
was her  expectation disappointed. She- died about a year after her
hopeful conversion.
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In course of time Elizabeth’s neighbours, among whom her warm and
energetic Christian character commanded universal respect, built a cottage
for her by subscription, and here she spent the last fifteen or twenty
years of her life.

(To be continued.)

The Late Mrs. Mary Ann MacPherson, Badachro, Gairloch.

TI—IIS Christian passed away at her home in Badachro, in April of last
year, at the ripe age of eighty years. She was born on the farm
of Red Point, which is situated on the South West seaboard of Gairloch
Parish. She was left motherless at the age of three days, but the Lord
in his providence provided one who did a mother’s duty to her. This
was her paternal aunt, Ellen, MacLean, a woman of worth, who instructed
her in the doctrine of God’s Word as she grew.  This early teaching
helped her ever afterwards to form a clear and consistent view of the
Scriptures, Mrs. Macpherson had an older sister who also feared the
Lord. She predeceased her by over fifty years. The two constituted
the whole family of their father. ‘

As far as we can ascertain, Mrs. Macpherson underwent a saving
shange many years before she made a public profession. She confessed
that she had thoughts of coming to the Kirk-Session long before, with
a view to come to the Lord’s Table, but was afraid that she would,
some way or another be a disgrace to the Cause of Christ. This was
evidently a temptation under which she laboured for many years. Satan
roared but could not devour. This was only a way in which she suffered
with Christ and implied the promise, though hid, that she would reign
with Him. Satan’s bogy and her own fears were mnever realised. At
last the snare was broken by a portion of God’s Word which she quoted
freely to the members of Session when they admitted her. As a consistent
Christian she was an epistle that could be seen and read of all men.

A grace that made its appearance very clearly in Mrs. Macpherson was
humility and this grace can only appear where there is knowledge of
one’s own heart together with a knowledge of Christ. An apprehension
of infinite majesty, combined with infinite love made her shrink into
the dust. One would not be long in her company till he would diseover
that she was of the complaining sort—complaining of herself. She was
always “less than the least of all saints” and ¢ of sinners the chief.”

She had a great desire to be in the house of God. This was the
nearest approach to heaven with her. She left this good example to her
family and mneighbours. Though very incapable she continued to attend
the public means till the last.  The last time she was out, was at a
prayer-meeting, and the infirmities of age were telling so much that she
could not recognise some with whom she was familiar—for this she was
annoyed at herself.

She was confined to bed for a time before the end came. When it
did come, we believe, she was ready to enter into the joy of her Lord.
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She left her aged hushand and eight members of her family behind to
mourn her loss. There were two others in the family but they died young.

A. B.

A Communion Monday at Kinlochbervie in the Olden Times.

TI—IE occasion referred to was the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper
at Kinlochbervie in the time of Rev. John Kennedy, father of the
famous Dr. Kenunedy, Dingwall. The older people in Kinlochbervie still
point out the spot referred to in the following extract taken from The
Days of the Fathers in Ross-shire, with Memoirs”:—*“ On Monday in
particular so much of the Lord’s presence was enjoyed by His people
that to many of them it was the happiest day of their life. When the
time for parting came none had courage to say farewell to the Minister
(Rev. John Kennedy); they lingered round him and followed him to the
house and hefore they separated he and they sat down together to a
refreshment in the open air. That over they walked together to an
eminence over which the people had to pass. On reaching the summit
they stood round the minister as he prayed and commended them to the
care of the Good Shepherd of Israel. He then said to them as the tears
ran down his cheeks: ¢This is pleasant, dear friends but it must end
and we need not expect unbroken communion, either with each other or
the Lord till we all reach in safety our home in heaven’; and, without
trusting himself to bid farewell, he turned away from them, and they
each- one weeping as he went took their respective journeys to their
homes ” (pp. 175, 6).

Notes and Comments.

World Security.—A conference to consider the estdblishing of an organ-
ization for world security was held in Washington during the month of
August as announced by Secretary of State Cordell Hull. It will focus
attention again on a subject that has taxed the ingenuity of good men
through the years and has broken the hearts of many statesmen. These
exploratory talks, for they are nothing more than that at present, are
to pave the way for the setting up of an organization which it is hoped
will solve forever the question of peace upon this earth and goodwill
among men. And yet the most elementary understanding of Christian
truth, and of the nature and cause of war and its miseries, should teach
men the folly of seeking a remedy in pacts, treaties and the best efforts
of sinful men. Every human heart is a microcosm of the whole world,
and every honest man knows that as long as the heart of man is as it
is there will be forever war in it and war in the world. God has said
that there is no peace to the wicked, and that means the inward peace
in the individual and outward peace in the world. There are two ways
of life running through this world. There is the way of God and the
way of the devil. There is the organized system of the world without
God and dominated by Satan that is vainly endeavouring to solve the
problems of this world apart from God and the sacrifice of the Lord
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Jesus Christ; and there is the way of Christ—the system that has God
for its Author, that is founded on the realities of sin and rédemption,
and in which ig the omnly basis for enduring peace. The two systems
are forever at war, diametrically opposéd the one to the othef, yet each
professing to seek the same end. Men must take one side or the other.
They cannot be neutral. In the end there will be peace upon this earth,
when God asserts Hinmiself in & cataclysm of judgment and mskes Wwar
to cease. These are things to be pondered over as mammon makes its
plans for the post-war.—(Ewangelical Christian, Toronto.)

Myirh, Frankinoense and Gold.—8ome will give myrrh, but not frank:
incense; some will give frankincense, but not myrrh; and some wiil give
myrrh and frankincense, but not yold:

1. Some will give myrrk, a strict moral life, not culpable of any gross
eruption of scandalous impiety; but not frankineense. Theéir prayers
are thin sown, therefore their graces cannot come up thick.  Perhaps
they feel no want. In their thought, they do not stand in any great
need of God; when they do, they will offer Him some incense.  These
live a morally honest life; but are scant of religious prayers; and so may
be said to offer myrrk without frankincense.

2. Some will give frankinocense, pray frequently, perhaps tediously;
but they will give no myrrh, not mortify or restrain their comcupiscence.
The Pharisees had many prayers, but never the fewer sins. These mock
‘God, that they so often beg of Him that His will may be done, when
ithey never subdue their affections to it. There are too mamy such
among us, that will often join with the Church in communion devotions,
who yet join with the werld in common vices. These make great smokes
of framkincense, but let not fall one drop of myrrh.

3. Some will give both myrrh and frankincénse, but by no medns their
gold. I will give (saith the worldling) a sober life—there’s my myrrh;
I will say my prayers—there’s my frankincense; but do yoi think I
will part with my gold? This same gold lies closer in men’s hearts than
it doth in their purses, You may as well wring Hercule’s chib out of
his fist as a penny from théir Leaps to charitable uses.—Thomas Adams.

Dr. Kennedy’s Gratitude for Two Things—“1 was once that I could
but thank the Lord for two things: first, that I was not in hell; and
seoond, that I was not a devil and when under the conviction of sin of
my awful corruption before the Almighty with a hell of corruption raging
within me! but thanks be to God fer His ‘unspeakable gift” My lesser
causes of gratitude are as numerous as the stars and what is to meet
them all within my heart%—Days of the Fathers in Ross-shire {(Enlarged
Edition)—Memoir (p. exxxiv).

Church Notes.

Communiions.—December, second Sabbath (Note change of date), St.

Jude’s, 'Glisgow. Jamwary, last Sabbdth, Tverness.: Febiudry, first
Sabbath, Dingwall.
South African Missiori—The following are the dates of the Commutiions : —
Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December. NOTE—Notice
of any additions to, or alterations of, the above dates of Communion
should be sent to the Editor.
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