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Our Free Presbyterian Heritage,

AS a Church we are small in numbers compared with others.

Many in the religious life of the world have never heard
of us, and of those who know of our existence there are few
who understand our position. We have been misrepresented
and misunderstood so that to many we are but “the off-
scouring of all things” and not worth taking notice of except
in order to ridicule us. In view of this we have not a very
bright prospect from the point of view of worldly favour, but
we have a priceless heritage; a heritage which we ought to do our
utmost to hand down undefiled to coming generations. There
are four things in particular which we ought always to have
before our minds with regard to this heritage. I. What it is.
II. What it eost. IIL. How it is endangered. IV. Our
duty towards it.

I. In our Free Presbyterian heritage there is an open Bible
and a whole Bible at that. The creed of our Church is that
the Bible is the inspired, infallible and unerring Word of the living
God, and that it is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify
God and enjoy Him. We have no place for the mutilated Bible of
the so-called Higher Critics, and have never accepted them as
gunides to tell us what is the Word of God and what is not. It
is inconsistent with our heritage to teach for doctrines the com-
mandments of men, or to make our people follow slavishly that
which is built on the sandy foundation of speculation.

It is our heritage to have a full-orbed gospel, which emphasises
man’s ruin by the fall of Adam, redemption through the blood
of Christ and the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. In
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the preaching of that gospel there is a declaration of the whole
counsel of God in respect of the misery of all who reject the
glorions remedy provided to meet with man’s lost and ruined
condition, and in respect of the unspeakable glory of all who
aceept that remedy. Where such preaching is faithfully done
there is a single eye to the glory of God and the good of
immortal souls.  There is no pandering to the desires of the
flesh, and no suppressing of facts for fear of displeasing men
and women who may be important in their own estimation. The
preacher realises full well that he is under the all-seeing eye
of that God to whom he must render an account, and to give
that account with joy he must quit himself as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ. Together with an eye to the glory of God there
is zeal for the souls of his hearers and this should cause a
preacher to preach each time as if it wag the last time on earth
he was to do so. It is not a small part of our heritage as a
church to have such preachers.

In our heritage there is a separating of the precious from the
vile as regards a profession of religion. Kirk-sessions throughout
the whole Church exercise their funetions in examining those who
seek to partake of the sacraments. It is well that this should
be so, for otherwise many with a boldness which 1s not from
grace would presume to make a public profession. Not only
do the Kirk-sessions perform their duty in this respect but each
minister before dispensing the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
does 1t in what is popularly called “ fencing the table.” This
has been done in the Church in Scotland in its best days. In
the Directory for Public Worship agreed upon by the West-
minster Assembly of Divines and ratified in 1645 both by the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland and by the Scottish
Parliament, we read in connection with this duty: “ Next, he
(the minister) is, in the name of Christ, on the one part, to warn
all such as are ignorant, scandalous, profane, or that live in any
sin or offence against their knowledge or conscience, that they
presume not to come to that holy table; showing them, that he
that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh judgment
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unto himself : and, on the other part, he is in an especial manner
to invite and encourage all that labour under the sense of the
burden of their sins, and fear of wrath, and desire to reach out
unto a greater progress in grace than yet they can attain unto,
to come to the Lord’s Table; assuring them, in the same name,
of ease, refreshing, and strength to their weak and wearied
souls.” Tt is no small part of the preciousness of our heritage,
in these days of indiseriminate admission to the Lord’s Table,
that this duty is yet faithfully carried out among us.

II. This priceless heritage is not ours without great cost.
It was handed to us at the expense of much labour, sweat and
blood. To see the truth of this we do not need to go beyond our
native land. Who has not heard of John Knox, George Wishart,
Andrew Melville, and Alexander Henderson and a host of others
too numerous to be mentioned. Their life and their struggles
on behalf of true religion is bound up with the history of Scotland
in such a way that no one can read the history of our native
land without realising the important part they played in handing
us our religious heritage.  This is why Romanists and pro-
Romanists are doing their utmost to falsify Secottish history, and
cast a slur on the memory of those God-honoured witnesses for
the truth. It is ordinarily looked upon among men as a des-
picable thing for one to traduce the memory of any one who is
no longer in a position to defend himself but evidently it is quite
allowable to deal thus with our Reformers and Covenanters. Was
it for personal gain that these Reformers and Covenanters
suffered all the trials which they endured during their lifetime
and ran the risk of being execrated after their death?  One
glance at their lives should be sufficient to enable one to answer
that question in the negative, for their actions elearly proved
that they were actuated by zeal for the glory of God, and a holy
desire to hand the pure Word of God to coming generations.
Through much labour, sweat and blood they were able to hand
us a priceless heritage, and in doing so shook the very founda-
tions of the Church of Rome. Hence the assiduity of the
emissaries of that apostate church in their endeavours to cast
aspersions on our Reformers.
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Not only did our heritage cost much at the First and Second
Reformation, but it also cost a great deal at the Disruption. The
duty of the civil magistrate is to proteet the Church of God and
not to arrogate to himself any of the powers which belong to
the Church. The history of the Church in Scotland may be said
to be one long series of conflicts on this very point. The civil
magistrate time and again encroached on the sphere which
properly belonged to the Church till at last these confliets cul-
minated in the Disruption. Was this step, taken to vindicate the
Crown Rights of the Redeemer, without cost to those who took
part in it? The annals of that time will bear ample testimony
to what it cost, and how cheerfully the cost was faced. The
Most High, however, made up for IHis witnesses all the loss they
endured by giving them mueh of His presence in the midst of
their trials. Not only was it made up for them in spiritual
matters but He who has for His possession the earth “ and the
fullness thereof ” supplied all their temporal needs, so that they
had churches and manses in place of those they had to leave for
conscience sake, and proved to them also that the silver and gold
of the earth are His. What God gave that generation of His
temporal mercies they left to the generations that followed.

To the generations that followed the men of the Disruption
the words of Christ might be applied, “ Other men laboured, and
ye are entered into their labours,” and they gave one of the
clearest possible proofs of how ruined man, when left to himself,
will abuse God’s gifts. The funds which God gave for the
support of His Cause were used for the dissemination of infidel
views in her colleges and among her ministers so that they forgot
God and rebelled against Him. “ Jeshurun waxed fat, and
kicked : thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art
covered with fatness; then he forsook Gtod which made him, and
lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.” It was not, however,
God’s purpose to leave Himself without a witness in Scotland,
and when the once glorious Free Church of Scotland, by an Aect
of her Assembly constitutionally passed through the Barrier
Act, cut herself adrift from a belief in an infallible Bible and
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adherence to the subordinate standards based on it, and refused
by a large majority to rescind that God dishonouring and wrath-
provoking Aect, one voice, and one voice only, was heard in her
Assembly raising a testimony for God and His Word, and pur-
posing, in the strength of grace, to bequeath the heritage of the
First and Second Reformations, and of the Disruption, to
generations to come. The raising of that solitary voice in the
Assembly of 1893 started an exodus from the Declaratory Act
Free Church, which though not accompanied by outward pomp,
and of which the world took no notice of but to deride, was the
means of preserving the Chureh of Christ in Scotland to this day.

What was the cost? The one who raised that voice and all
who supported him were turned out of churches and manses
which they and their forefathers helped to build, and had to
worship God on the hillside, where the local schools were not
convenient to hold them, and even in the latter case, their former
friends who used to be loud in their denunciations of the
Declaratory Act, often used their position as members of School
Boards in order to deprive them of any protection against the
elements when engaged in the solemn act of worshipping God.
With the vast majority the movement was unpopular and all who
supported it were reckoned as fit objects of scoffing and persecu-
tion. Not the least part of the trial was separation from former
friends. There were those whom one learned to look to as men
who would stand for the Cause of Christ when a crisis would
come, and whose warnings to their fellow-creatures gave enough
ground for suech expections, but who proved to be men of words
more than men of actions. Those who bequeathed our heritage
to us had to look away from such men, and God fulfilled His
promise to them. “ And every one that hath forsaken houses,
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children
or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and
shall inherit everlasting life.”

(To be continued.)

Satan’s power lieth not in a constraining efficacy, but

in a persuasive allurement.—Dr. Manton.
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Action Sermon.
Preached in Knox’s Church, Glasgow, 11th April, 1852,
By Rev. JoNATHAN RANKEN ANDERSON.

¢“The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.’’
—I. John i. 7.

(Continued from p. 253.)

4. The application which the Holy Spirit makes of the blood
of Christ to those that are capable subjects thereof includes
various things.

(1) He regencrates the soul. The application of the blood of
Christ begins here. And why? It was with a view to the
regeneration of His people, that the Father agreeably to covenant
arrangements, preparved for the Lord Jesus a body; that the
Lord Jesus according to His covenant engagements assumed the
body prepared for Him by the Father. It was with a view
to their regeneration by the Holy Ghost that the Lord Jesus
placed himself under the law, fulfilled all righteousness, and at
last offered himself a sacrifice in the accursed death of the cross.
It was with a view to their regeneration by the Holy Ghost, that
He entered the most holy place, with His own blood. It was with a
view to their regencration that He ever lives to make intercession
for those for whom He offered himself in saecrifice. And it is for
their regeneration that the Holy Spirit according the the Father’s
promise, and at the instance of the great Intercessor, comes forth.

You see, therefore, that to regenerate a sinner, to new-create
him, and by this new creation to introduce him to the possession
and enjoyment of all the benefits purchased by Christ, is an
application of His blood. For sinners remain strangers to the
saving benefits which flow from the blood of Christ, until they
are regenerated. Yea, it is impossible to conceive how they can
partake of any saving benefit whatever without regeneration.
It has wrapt up in it all saving benefits, it is the seed whence
the harvest of salvation in the soul grows. There will be nothing
of a saving kind in this world, nothing of glory in the world
to come enjoyed by the people of God, which may not be traced
back to their regeneration; just as the fruits that are gathered
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from the trees of the field are to be traced to the germ whence
they spring up. “ Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted,
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the Kingdom
of Heaven” (Matt. xviii. 3). “Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall ecome from the presence of the Lord” (Acts
iii. 19).

(2) The Holy Spirit applies the blood of Christ to a sinner,
in convineing him of his sin. In regeneration He imparts to
him divine illumination. But this illumination is to be viewed
as an application of the blood of Jesus Christ. There is not a
ray of saving light enters the soul, but according to the arrange-
ments of the everlasting covenant, and as the purchase of this
precious blood. Not a ray of saving light enters the soul, but is
the effect of the interceding maintained within the veil, upon
the ground of the shedding of this blood. Not a ray of light
enters the soul, without the work of Him, by whom, we have said,
application from first to last is made of that blood.

The effect of divine illumination is to bring the soul to a
discovery of Him with whom we have to do. For up to this time,
He is, in His true nature, perfections and government, an unknown
God. The soul knows Him not; and, in its enmity, is content
to be without Him-—“ they say unto God, Depart from us; for
we desire not the knowledge of thy ways” (Job xxi 14). The
very spirit of the devil is in every man by nature. And just as
those possessed with devils said to Him who is the brightness
of the Father’s glory, “ What have we to do with thee?”
“ Art thou come to torment us before the time?” so do sinners,
actuated by a similar spirit say to the living and true God, their
Creator, Preserver and Benefactor, “ What have we to do with
thee? ” It may sound strange; nevertheless, it is true that a sinner
should at once be ignorant of God, and full of enmity to Him—
“ Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the
life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of
the blindness of their heart” (Eph. iv. 18).
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The saving illumination of the Spirit of God, imparted, and in
and by the truth, unveils to the regenerate eye somewhat of the
being, perfection and glory of the God with whom we have to do.
We will have to come to the knowledge of Him, one way or
other, either here or hereafter. Oh children of men, you must
come to know your Creator. But it will be a fearful thing,
if you come to know Him only by standing before His throne
of judgment, to be condemned, and punished by Him. Yet the
only way in which the soul can be brought to a saving knowledge
of Him, is by that peculiar spiritual light which is imparted to
the regenerate soul, according to the word of God. To this there
suceeeds some apprehension of the law. The conscience is
awakened, and guilt comes upon it as a burden. We do not deny
that guilt may come upon a natural conscience; and that all the
more heavily, if there be such light as it is capable of taking in
with respect to spiritual things. But whatever pain may be felt
by a natural conscience, it will be easily removed; whatever
wounds may be inflicted in the natural conscience, they will easily
be healed. “ They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of
my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no
peace” (Jer. vi. 14). We Dbelieve that none but a regenerate
conscience is a capable subject of such burdens as ean be removed
by salvation; and of such wounds as can be closed and healed
only by the blood of Christ. A conscience of this description
alone suffers that peculiar pain and angunish which distresses the
true people of God; for which the blood of Christ was shed, and
for the cure of which it is applied.

Now what is there about a regenerate conscience that you do
not find about a natural conscience? In a natural conscience
you will never find aught of the light of the glory of Jehovah’s
character : nor sympathy with His nature, perfections and will.
You will not find in a natural conscience any true love to God.
But in a regenerate conscience you will find all this. There is
some light of the knowledge of the glory of God. There is the
element of sympathy with the infinite beauty of the divine nature.
There is love to Him because of the nature which He possesses
and delight in Him because He is what He is.
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Now, these elements influence the conscience, when, by the
Spirit of God, the burden of guilt is laid upon it;-and, in-this
case, there is that which it becomes the Lamb of God to remove
by the application of His blood through the power of His Spirit.
The creature is guilty before God, guilty before the eye of his
own conscience : and if so you can easily see, he must be in a
very miserable condition. Let favours be heaped upon him by
his fellowmen; let them set a crown upon his head, place a
sceptre in his hand, exalt him to a throne, and heap upon him
all that human nature can enjoy of earthly happiness, do you
not see that, if the Lord of the conscience be against him, and
the servant of the Lord of the conscience be against him, the man
of necessity will be miserable. And if a cure be not found he will
be miserable through life and throughout eternity. “ The Spirit
of a man will sustain his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who
can bear?” (Prov. xviii. 14). He becomes painfully alive to
the evil nature that is in him, he sees something of his evil
desert, and is led to enquire, “ What must I do to be saved?”
Is there any such conviction as this among you?

(3) The Holy Spirit makes application of the blood of Christ,
in spiritual discoveries of Him as a Saviour. We must trace
~ these to this as their primary cause. But for the blood of Jesus
Christ, there would be no Saviour to be diseovered; no Spirit
promised to make the discovery, and no Word in the light of
which, and by means of which, the discovery could be made.
The Holy Ghost, in His regenerating power, implants faith in
the soul. For there is the new creature: and what is needed
afterwards is the development of the new creature according as
oceasion arises for ifs exercise. In this new creature you find
saving faith. Now it is that which apprehends the Saviour,
revealed to the soul by the spiritual illumination of the Holy
Ghost. Till then, we may say he has heard of Him; bhut now
the eye seeth Him. Till then, He may be said to be afar off,
however near He may be in the Word, in the means, or in any
other way in which He can be near, apart from what we now
speak of. He may be said to be at an infinite distance from
the soul, until He is brought near with faith, and faith embraces

12
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Him. By faith the soul sees the Saviour, embraces the Saviour,
and is united to the Saviour.

The grace of faith sees Christ as a reality. But is not the
Saviour of many a thing of nought? People perhaps eould not
tell where He is, nor anything about Him, they have never seen
Him. The true Saviour is frequently hid from His people—
they are sensible of this, and made to enquire, “ Saw ye Him
whom our souls love?” Sometimes the enquiry made by the
poor soul is dashed by being met with the question, What is He?
The soul is apt to think that, without naming Him, the reference
made to Him will be understood by those around. Sometimes
He hides himself long, and allows evils of various kinds to
gather in upon the soul, so that it looks as if in no condition
to receive Him : and doubts hegin to arise whether He has ever
been there at all. Sometimes the soul finds itself wax worse
and worse; thieves and robbers come in and take possession of
the soul; and seem to be allowed to revel in it at their pleasure:
“it is writtten, My house shall be called the house of prayer;
but ye have made it a den of thieves” (Matt. xxi. 13). The
soul is ready to conclude that as the temple was given up to
destruction, so will it be with him who is left in such a case.
He seems to see Ichabod written on all within and without; and
in the desdlation that reigns, he feels as it were the gloom of '
the second death: and there appcars to be but a step between
him and hell.

But, although the Saviour hides Himself for a season from
His own people, He has purposes worthy of Himself to serve;
and these He will accomplish : and in the end will satisfy them
that He dealt wisely and well with them. He gives them even
now tokens for good that this will be the issue; and thus
strengthens them to wait patiently upon him. One thing which
all this serves to bring out is that the soul is continually
dependent upon the Lord Jesus for His presence. The diseiples
could not command Him to be at their side as they went to
Emmaus: it was not till He pleased to draw near that they
enjoyed the privilege of His company. Neither had they power
to recognise Him when He did draw near— their eyes were
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holden that they should not know Him ” (Luke xxiv. 16)—until
He discovered Himself unto them. When they were together in
the room, and the door shut, very lonely and very disconsolate,
they could not command Him into their midst as they pleased.
There is a Saviour that people desire to have in their own keep-
ing, in their own leading strings—Ilittle idols in heathen and
popish temples, which sometimes are moved by a hidden
mechanism, and go through their evolutions, under the hand of
the priest who touches the springs by which the machinery is
moved. So is it wit®> many that are called by other names, who
would be mightily offended were it insinuated that there is any
affinity between them and heathen or popish idolators—they have
Him whom they call a Saviour at their command.

And Jesus Christ, the true Saviour, requires His people to
wait for Him; and wonderful to say He will not go away, even
when they bid Him. A Prince in Israel remarks that the Lord
is not very ready to pick a quarrel with His people: and they
are made to wonder at His patience, and long-suffering with
them, who have done more than enough to give Him away, yet
His band is about them still. “I am the Lord, I change not;
therefore, e sons of Jacob are not consumed ” (Mal. iii. 6). He
sometimes comes to show Himself for a little while, and then
vanishes out of their sight. He sometimes shows Himself to stir
up the affection of His people, and keep it alive; but disappears
to try them, and also to preserve them from turning in upon
their own affections, and feeding upon them. Better live in an
absent Saviour by faith, than substitute the enjoyment of a
present Saviour in the room of the Saviour Himself. @ When
He comes into a soul, faith is stirred up to receive His as a
Saviour—“ 1 am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse:
I have gathered my myrrh with my spice: I have eaten my
honeyeomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk :
eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved”
(Song. v. 1).

IIT. We have now only to consider the efficacy of the blood
of Christ—“ it cleanseth us,” saith the Apostle, “ from all sin.”
The persons then by whom this language is used are defiled—
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and defiled by sin: for otherwise it were impossible for them
to be cleansed. We are thus led to notice in illustration of this
part of our subject: ‘

" 1. The necessity of being cleansed by the blood of Christ.
We have frequently had occasion to refer to the fact that those
for whom the blood of Christ was shed, and to whom, in the
way we have pointed out, it is applied, are sinful creatures.
By the powerful illumination of the Holy Ghost they are brought
to a discovery of this fact: and by the circumecision of the heart
they were rendered sensible of the shame and misery that attach
to it. For, by nature, in common with their fellows, they have
no proper sense of sin; they are not at all ashamed of the evil of
their doings; they are not humbled in the sight of God; nor
afraid of the fierceness of His anger; nor alarmed at heing shut
out—eternally shut out—from His presence and the glory of
His power. But He who has a purpose of mercy towards
them, and who gives effect to that purpose in their salvation does
not suffer them to live contentedly in this condition. e breaks
in upon their self-complacent ease, and strips them of their
fancied excellence and worth, and shows them that, by reason
of their sins orginal and actual, they are filthy in themselves
and odious in His sight. “For thus saith the Lord God; 1
will even deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised
the oath in breaking the covenant” . . . “then thou shalt
remember thy ways, and be ashamed” (Ezek. xvi. 59, 61).

The sense of defilement which is implanted by the Spirit of
grace, is kept alive by His continual operation on the soul. For
as He is the immediate author of it, so He is its constant
preserver; and not a moment can it subsist without Him. He
makes use of the word as the instrument for this purpose. And
most admirably is it fitted in all its branches for this end. For
it is holy; it reveals the Holy One of Israel, it contains the
holy law; it sets forth the holy gospel; it utters holy threatenings;
gives holy firmness; opens up a holy heaven; and tells of a hell
that burns with a holy fire. “ The words of the Lord are pure
words : as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven
times ¥ (Ps. xii. 6). Now when this word is opened up, and
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applied by the Holy Ghost; the gracious nature into which every
believer is born is drawn forth into exercise. The man looks
at himself in this powerful mirror, and is impressed with a deep
sense of his own vileness : “ Woe is me! for I am undone; because
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people
of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King the Lord of
Hosts 7 (Is. vi. 5). ‘

But however lively and acute be the sense of defilement at
times, it is liable to be blunted; through the secret prevalence
of indwelling sin; through too close familiarity with the world
and carnal profession; through an untender walk, a neglect of
means, or the lust of other things. The Spirit of God is thus
grieved ; the light fades from the soul; and vain imginations, or
something worse takes the place of the blessed God, the concerns
of the soul, and the bhusiness of eternity. Nor will a proper
sense of sin be recovered till He restore the soul in rousing it
from slumber by the sharp north wind of convictions; and filling
with salutary fear lest it be cast off and left to perish in its
pollutions; and impressing upon it the necessity of seeking near-
ness to Him from which it is revolted. For they shall be ashamed
of the oaks which ye have desired, and ye shall be confounded
for the gardens that ye have chosen” (Is. i. 29).

The uncleanness that is caused by sin is such as to turn away
the face of God, and to provoke his displeasure. He is of purer
eyes than to behold evil, and eannot look on iniquity. And yet,
it is in the favour of this Holy God, that the life of the soul
lies; it is in nearness to Him it can find a true resting-place;
it is in fellowship with Him it has its proper employment. But
from all this sin has excluded; because of the intrinsic turpitude
that is in it—the irreconcilable hostility it breathes to the nature
of God; and the intense opposition it offers to His will—the
carnal mind being enmity against God, not subject to His law,
neither indeed can be (Rom. viii. 7). The glory of Jehovah
is His holiness and He hath infinite love of Himself and
therefore infinite hatred of sin. And hence His jealousy
burns like fire against this accursed thing and is sure
to consume whatever is defiled by it. The Church of
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Ephesus is commended because she could not bear them that are
evil. How worthy of praise is He of whom it is written : “ The
foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of
iniquity ”? (Ps. v. 5).

Nor is the defilement of sin less effectual in unfitting the soul
for the service, and enjoyment of God. We offend against His
nature and law if we presume to approach Him in our uncleanness
—* This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I will be sanctified
in them that come nigh me, and before all the people will I
be glorified ” (Lev. x. 3). But we must do violence, besides, to
our own consciences; either through ignoranee and indecision or
through reckless presumption. A man that is a partaker of the
grace of God in truth, has a divine nature: and all its affections
and sensibilities are holy. Now, it is only in the exercise of
this nature he can approach to the Holy One of Israel. And
if he be defiled he stops short; he eannot go on in this faith.
His sin must be cleansed away or duty must be abandoned—
“1f I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me”
(Ps. 1xvi. 18). We might illustrate the necessity of being cleansed
by the blood of Christ from the judgment of the great day, the
happiness of heaven, and the torments of hell. But omitting
these, we notice :—

2. The nature of this cleansing. We have in previous parts
of our discourse shown how the blood of Jesus Christ is shed,
and also how it is applied to the soul. Now, supposing that
in the case of those who are renewed into the faith of the Gospel
application is made of the blood of Christ, it is said to cleanse
them from all sin. For in the eye of Divine justice they appear
as righteous, in virtue of the imputation to them of the surety
righteousness of Him who in working it out was obedient unto
death, or in other words shed His blood. We call this for the
sake of distinction, legal cleansing; because, in the view of the
law, and in reference to the legal condition of its subjects, they
are clean—that is, their guilt is removed and their persons made
acceptable in the sight of God—* there is, therefore, now no
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. viii. 1).
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But, besides this, there is a process of actual purifieation begun
in their souls. And that in virtue of the blood of Christ, which
has in it the elements of deliverance from all sin and the entire
conformity of the whole man with the image of God, We term
this moral cleansing, because it extends to the moral nature which
we possess; and fits it for those exercises and occupations for
which that nature adorned with the divine likeness was originally
given. In the view of the meritorious cause we refer this to the
blood of Christ: for it is out of respeet thereunto it is bestowed.
And, further, it plays an important part in the means by which
it is effectually produced, and carried forward to perfection.
He that by the Holy Spirit truly acts faith in the blood of
Christ will find that it as certainly frees him from the prevailing
influence of sin; as those that acted faith in His power to heal,
in the days of His flesh, were cured of whatsoever plague they
had. “ For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying
of the flesh; how much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God”
(Heb. ix. 13, 14).

We hardly need remark that no man will be alive to the
necessity of such cleansing as we have described, unless by the
Holy Ghost he is tanght that he has to do with One who requires
that they who worship Him shall be holy, even as He is holy.
The nearer any man comes to Him, the more vivid the sense
he has of what is due to Him; and the deeper his concern to
walk so as to please Him; the more strongly will he feel his
need of washing his hands in innocence and so compassing the
altar of God. But these convictions are uniformly accompanied
with a painful sense of defilement on account of the sin that
dwells within him, and too frequently prevails against him.
And hence it is that in proportion as he is kept alive to the
heauty of Jehovah’s holiness; and has a desire to enter His courts
as one of His worshippers; is he constrained by faith to make
application of the blood of Christ; according to the application
thereof that is made to him by the Holy Spirit. “ Purge me
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with hyssop, and T shall be clean : wash me, and I shall be whiter
‘than snow” (Ps. li. 7). And hence the remarkable conneetion
of the text—“if we walk in thie light, as He is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another; and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (I. John i. 7).

3. - We are thus brought to notice the extent of the cleansing
—* from all sin.” The force of this expression will be realised
by us, only in proportion to our acquaintance with sin—its vile
nature, its varied forms, and its dreadful effects. To one who
has no knowledge of sin, it will appear of no moment to be
delivered from it. To him who has merely such apprehensions
of it as the natural understanding can admit, and the natural
conscience feel, deliverance will be a benefit of a comparatively
light account. But he who is renewed in the spirit of his mind,
who reckons sin infinitely evil; who finds that its tendency and
effect is to shut out from God; to corrupt the heart; to ruin the
soul; and above all who sees ifs meanmness, in the light of
Jehovah’s majesty; its crookedness in the light of His righteous-
ness; its filthiness in the light of His purity; its fierceness in
the light of His tenderness; its cruelty in the light of His kind-
ness; and its turpitude in the light of His excellency—in a
word, who sees that sin is the death of all that is God: and
God is the death of all sin; he judges that to be cleansed from
all sin must be an inestimable blessing and essential to the

.

enjoyment of every other.

Now, it is to this extent the virtue of the blood of Christ
carries; so that they who have it applied to their souls are cleansed
from all sin. In a legal point of view, and in the eye of Divine
Justice, they are as if they had no sin—for their iniquities are
blotted out, and the sentence of death that lay upon them is
cancelled and they are acquitted from every charge of guilt
that was brought against them. And not only so but they are
held as righteous persons. The Lord their Righteousness—as
law-fulfillers in Him the law-fulfilling Surety, as law honoured
in Him who magnified the law and made it honourable. “ He
was. delivered for our offences and raised again for our
justifieation ” (Rom. iv. 25).
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-+ And as to their personal character, the blood of Christ cleanses
them from all sin in its reigning power. For there iz no sin
however strong which it is not able to subdue: and whatever
be their number it will mortify them all. In the moment of its
application by the Holy Ghost, the old man is cruecified; and
every part of him feels the shock. The cleansing has begun
and it has begun in the whole soul—there is no sin as yet entirely
subdued; but there is no sin allowed to reign. The reign of
one sin is incompatible with the reign of grace, and the appliea-
tion of the blood of Christ. “ He that is washed needeth not
save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are elean,
but not all” (John xiii. 10).

4. A remark or two upon the consequences of being cleansed
by the blood of Christ will close our illustration of this part
of our subject. The soul is freed from the sentence of death,
and declared an heir of efernal life. The enmity of the heart
to God is slain and reconciliation with Him effected. The con-
science is pacified; the way to communion with God opened;
and a course begun which amidst fightings without and fears
within is pursued until death is swallowed up in vietory—“ O
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy vietory? The
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (I. Cor. xv. 55-57).

APPLICATION.

1. See the glory of the condescension and grace of the Son of
Giod. Oh! what condescension is it in Him who is God to become
man; in Him who is a Spirit to take flesh; in the law-giver
to become a law subject; in Him who is entitled to demand and
worthy to receive obedience; to render obedience; in Him who
is the fountain of blessedness to become a curse! “ Herein is
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (I. John iv. 10).

2. We here see the infinite evil of sin. We are by nature
ignorant of its evil, yea ready to trifle with it: and if left to
ourselves, we that are born in sin, will die in our sins, and never
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feel the load. But our blindness and insensibility will not alter
the nature of sin nor diminish its evil. Whether we know it or
not, it lies upon us, and involves us in eternal consequences.
Is there not need of an awakening amongst us; for the most
seem dead in trespasses and sins? Whence is an awakening
to come? From the blood of Christ. Everything else cries
“ Sleep on O sinner and take thy rest.”

Conscience bribed and stupified says, sleep on and take thy
rest. Abused and perverted means are crying, sleep on and take
thy rest. The various errors which, in the present day, thrust
aside the truth, and take its place, all unite in saying, sleep on
and take your rest. The Church of Rome struggling so hard to
regain her lost ascendanecy, says, from the Pope down to the
most trifling ceremony, sleep on and take your rest. The
kingdoms of Europe, though now shaken to their centre, in the
various delusions under which they are labouring, and in the
delusive influence which with such powerful effect they exert,
are saying, sleep on and take your rest.

Oh, my friends, what is to become of us? Do you say, “ We
have the Word” ? It has come to such a pass, that a spirit
of deep sleep falling upon us has turned the Word itself to say,
“ Sleep on and take your rest ”—so that sermons have little effect
other than to lull men asleep. The Law, though admirably fitted
to awaken, is yet through the spirit of slumber, turned into an
occasion of crying, sleep on and take your rest. The Gospel,
though fitted to awaken is, through the spirit of slumber,
perverted into a cry, sleep on and take your rest. And the
judgments of God seem to be saying too, sleep on. I shall have
plenty of time to deal with you in eternity. His mercies even
seem to be saying, sleep on and take your rest. And then,
the people of God that have been taken away in such numbers
seem to be saying by their removal to those left behind, sleep on
and take your rest. The growing feebleness of His people that
are left and their being driven into corners seem to be saying,
sleep on and take your rest.

Whence is awakening to come? Oh whence? Cast your eyes
within, without, and all around, “ Sleep on ” seems to be engraven
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on all. Oh! are we not very near a hopeless, an utterly hopeless
condition? Can any get the length of seeing even a ray of hope?
Is there any mercy for such a people? Is not this the generation
of His wrath? ’

3. We here see the infinite preciousness of the blood of Christ.
You will be saying, these are terrible things; yet the most terrible
part of them is that they are true. Here is something in another
strain, the infinite preciousness of the blood of Christ. Oh,
what has it not done? It opened the everlasting fountains of
the love of God to those that were His bitter enemies. It put
unspeakable honour in every part of the law, precept and penalty,
so that the honour as far abounded above the dishonour as God
is exalted above the creature. It rendered full satisfaction to
the justice of God, so that it says here—this is my rest for
ever; here will I stay for I do like it.” “ God is gone up with
a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet” (Ps. xlvii. 5).

Whither has He gone up? To His mercy seat, that which is
sprinkled with the blood of Christ. It hath procured the whole
revelation of His mind and will in the Seriptures: there is not
a word in it but is the fruit of this blood-shedding. Every part
of the mind of God, which his Spirit has made known is the
fruit of this blood-shedding—its histories, its sacred songs, its
prophesies, its doctrines, its exhortations, its promises, its very
threatenings—all are the fruit of the blood of Christ.  This
world would have been an entire wilderness mantled in darkness,
filled with terrors; every sight would have been galling to the
eyes, every feeling would have been a racking pain, everything
we took a rank poison, but for the blood of Christ. The
ministry is the fruit of the blood of Christ. * Wherefore
He saith, When He ascended up on high, He led captivity
captive, and gave gifts unto men. And He gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ” (Eph.
iv. 8, 11, 12). Every faithful exposition of the law in the
ministry is from the blood of Christ. You do not get a powerful
application of the law to your econscience but it is the fruit of
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the blood of Christ. Every Gospel invitation, every promise,
every call, every encouragement offered is the fruit of the blood
of Christ. Every saving convietion awakened in the soul by the
Spirit of God is the fruit of the blood of Christ. Every
discovery of the Saviour, every acting of faith upon Him, every
exercise of repentance towards God is the fruit of the blood of
Christ. All the affection which the Holy Spirit implants and
nourishes, all hope, all humility, all peace, all love, all grace,
all glory, all that adorns the church on earth, and all that blesses
the church in heaven, all that is the fruit of the blood of Christ.
Oh how precious must that blood be! None knows the precious-
ness of it but the Father. His people now and then catch
glimpses of its preciousness, which make them willing to suffer
the loss of all things: but in glory they shall have discoveries
such as shall immeasurably transcend in degree, though the same
in kind, any they obtain in this world. There never has been
a sinner awakened, but it has been the fruit of the blood of
Christ. There never has been a soul convicted, but it has been
the fruit of the blood of Christ.  There is never deliverance
from bondage, freedom from econdemnation, support to the
sinking, peace to the troubled, a ray of hope to one in deep
dejection, strength to the weak, but it is all the fruit of the
death of Christ.

Now is there no encouragement here? You may well bear
terrible things, if they serve to drive you to Christ. “ Wherefore
the law was our schoolmaster to bring us into Christ, that we
might be justified by faith” (Gal. iii. 24). There is cleansing
power in the blood of Christ when applied by the Spirit of grace.
“He drew me with cords of love, with the bands of a man.”
These cords are so to speak dipped in the blood of Christ,
else no sinner would be drawn by them. They are the bands of
of a man—bands prepared by the God-man, and fitted by His
blood-shedding for being laid upon His people to bind them to
Himself. There is a melting power in the blood of Christ applied
by the Spirit of grace. “And I will pour upon the house of
David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace
and supplications and they shall look upon me whom they have
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pierced and they shall mourn for His as one mourneth for his
only son and shall be in bitterness for him as one that is in
bitterness for his first-born ” (Zech. xii. 10). The heart is hard
and refuses to be ashamed, until the Spirit of grace is poured
out, then the eye catches glimpses of a pierced Saviour, the
heart becomes like wax, and readily receives the impressions that
are made upon it. Take .the encouragement thus provided.
“Trust in Him at all times; ye people pour out your heart
before him; God is a refuge for us” (Ps. Ixii. 8).

Protest from Northern Presbytery.

TH‘E Northern Presbytery of The Free Presbyferian Church

of Scotland met at Halkirk, on the 8th day of November,
1940, considered reports re the opening of Thurso Cinema and
a “ Garrison Theatre” in Inverness and the playing of organised
football at Dingwall, all on the Lord’s Day for the entertainment
of members of His Majesty’s Forces.

The Presbytery would remind all concerned of the following : —

(1) That the Sabbath Law is of Divine authority and perpetual
obligation; and the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ is that
the Sabbath is made for man, not for man to profane but to
observe in striet accordance with God’s revealed will.

(2) That His revealed will relative to the Sabbath is declared
thus—“ If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing
thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the
holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour Him, not doing
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words: Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord,
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth,
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it” (Isaiah. ch. 58, verses 13, 14).
“Yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the Sabbath ”
(Nehemiah, c¢h. 13, verse 18).



286 Free Presbyterian Magazine.

The Presbytery therefore protest against the aforementioned
conduct and solemnly warn their fellow-countrymen, whose
spiritual and temporal welfare they have at heart, that disregard
of the Divine will, more especially when the nation is engaged
in conflict with the forces of evil, cannot but expose us to mani-
festations of the displeasure of heaven.

Southern Presbytery's Protest re
Acknowledgment of Apostolic Delegate.

O the Rt. Hon. E. Brown, M.P., Secretary of State for
Scotland. Sir,—It was brought before the notice of the
Southern Presbytery of the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland, convened in Glasgow, on the 12th day ‘of
November,'1‘940, that their Majesties, the King and Queen,
received a message from the Pope offering their Majesties his
felicitations on their Majesties escape when Buckingham Palace
was bombed. The Presbytery can take no exception to the
message as such. It objects strenuously against the fact that the
Pope’s felicitations were presented through the agency of William
Godfrey, Archbishop of Cius, Apostolic Delegate to Great
Britain : and that an acknowledgment to the message was returned
to the Pope through the same agent, thus violating the Constitu-
tion of Great Britain, the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church
of England, and the Confession of Faith of the Church of
Scotland, which forbids their Majesties to have on any occasion,
or under any pretence whatsoever, communieation with, or
acknowledgment of the See of Rome. The Presbytery contend
that the Pope of Rome could have forwarded his felicitations
through the usual diplomatic channels instead of through the
Archbishop of Cius, Apostolic Delegate to Great Britain, and
consider the method used, a political manceuvre on the part of
the Vatican; and further contend, that by acknowledging the
message through the Archbishop of Cius, their Majesties have
acknowledged the spiritual status of the Apostolic Delegate. The
Presbytery would, with all due respeet, and humble duty, warn
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His Majesty’s Government of the need to be most careful against
the intrigues and machinations of the agents of the Pontiff.
—(Sgd.) James MacLeod, Moderator of Presbytery.

The above protest was formally acknowledged by the Scottish
Office.

The late Mr. Malcolm Macleod, Missionary
Fladda, Raasay.

HE Lord removes His people from the evil to come and of

late quite a number of His witnesses have been taken away

in order that they might not see things that would grieve them
very much.

Among those called home not very long ago was the late Mr.
Maleolm Macleod, Missionary, Fladda, North Raasay. He was born
in Rona, being the eldest son of a family of five sons, and one
daughter. His mother married a second time and had one child,
a davghter, from her last husband.

While living in Rona Maleolm had the privilege of being one
of the congregation of which the late worthy Mr. Alexander
Maclennan was missionary and it was while listening to Mr.
Maclennan speaking in public from Jeremiah, xii. 5—“If thou
hast run with the footmen and they have wearied thee, then how
canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of peace,
wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do
in the swelling of Jordan?’ that he came under real concern
about the state of his soul for an endless eternity. We are not
able to say how he was brought into gospel liberty but we
believe he saw himself a lost sinner before an infinitely just and
holy God. He renounced his own righteousness and was made
both willing and able to embrace Christ and Him crucified as
his only hope for eternity. A sinner saved by free and sovereign
grace he eontinued to be to the end. This was put beyond doubt
by his walk and conversation.



288 Free Presbyterian Magazine.

Latterly he came to live in Fladda, a little island near Torran,
North Raasay, and acted as missionary and elder in Torran for
some years. He also acted as missionary in Waternish on two
occasions his services being much appreciated and he himself
kindly remembered.

‘We are sure that his exhortations would be both seriptural and
edifying. In speaking to the Question he was as a rule brief
but pointed and searching. His pithy statements had a great
deal in them of sound experience and evangelical theology.

Althongh Malcolm’s voice was not strong it was sweet and the
Lord’s people enjoyed his leadership of the praise, especially
in private worship.

He dutifully stood by the Cause of Christ in Raasay when
the late Rev. Mr. Macfarlane, of revered memory, separated
from the Free Church on account of the change in its constitution
and faithfully continued to the last supporting the Free Presby-
terian Churech which he loved. During the last years of his
life he met with trying experiences which, no doubt, made him
more dependent on his Lord and weaned him more than ever
from the perishing things of time.

For some years he had not been very robust and when the
end came he was fully prepared for it through grace and entered,
we believe, into the joy of his Lord.

May his family have their father’s God as their covenant God
and- His beloved Son as their Saviour.—D. M. M.

Notes and Comments.

De Valera’s Magnanimous Philantrophy ?—According to
the London Ewvening Standard for 23rd October, De Valera has
initiated a scheme whereby tens of thousands of women and
children from the bombed areas of Britain may be given sanctuary
in Eire. Our Jesuitically controlled press sees here another
opportunity of praising the inveterate enemy of this country.
This gesture is supposed to be the outcome of De Valera’s distress
over the drowning of 79 children who were being evacuated to
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America.  This scheme, however, “is confined to women and
children with relatives or friends in Eire who are willing to take
them in,” and the evacuees must not become a charge on the rates
in Eire. Since the above report was published there are grounds
for believing that the British Government will approve of a
scheme similar to that approved of for Northern Ireland, by
which this country pays a billeting. allowance of 5/- for the
mother, 5/- for each child over fourteen years, and 3/- a week
for each child under that age. This is but another example of
how this country is being imposed upon by Romanists.  The
women and children who have relatives in Kire can be none other
than Irish Roman Catholies, many of whom have been for years
a charge on the rates in this country, and whose husbands and
fathers are in many cases endeavouring to sow the seeds of dis-
loyalty among the working classes of this country. It would
be well for our governmient to realise that instead of this being
a disinterested gesture on the part of Eire, it is a self-interested
scheme to preserve those who are working and longing for our
ruin, and that at the expense of our taxes.

The American Presidential Election.—Mr. Roosevelt has
been elected for the third term as President of the United States
of America. While we see in this an assurance of America’s
help being continued to Britain in her fight against the forces
of evil, we fear it is not for America’s good on account of the
way he helped the progress of Romanism during his previous
terms of office. At the same time we do not want to be under-
stood as inferring that things would be better if the ofher candi-
date had been successful. We do not know what Mr. Wilkie’s
religion is, if he has any, but we could not help drawing our
own conclusions from the fact that among his chief supporters
were Colonel Lindberg, who has proved himself most unfriendly to
Britain; “ Father ” Coughlin, the sworn subject of an Italian
Pope; Henry Ford, who refused to build aero engines for Britain,
and John L. Lewis, who is an extreme isolationist.  “ Father”
Coughlin has also openly proved himself unfriendly to Britain,
but in this he is only walking in the steps of his Papal master,
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who is supposed to be neutral. The nature of that neutrality,
however, is revealed in the following statement from the News
Chronicle of 3rd October, “ The Pope gave an audience to two
hundred Italian Army Officers this morning, and said to them :
‘We bless all you who serve the beloved fatherland with fealty
and love.” ”

Marshall Graziani’s Unparalleled Brutality.—Of all the
horrible methods of inflicting punishment upon a conquered race,
that resorted to by Marshall Graziani, in Libya, against the Chiefs
of the Arabs, must beat all records. According to the Evening
Standard for 8th November these Chiefs are taken up in
aeroplanes to a height of several thousand feet, and are then
thrown out to be dashed to pieces on the rocks below.  This
conduct, which has earned for Graziani the designation of the
“Bloody Buteher of Libya,” is typical of totalitarian ideology
and may be directly traced to the religion in which he, and those
who trouble Europe to-day, were brought up; the religion which
invented, justified, and gloried in the infernal tortures of the
Inquisition. According to letters in the Press it is generally felt
in Britain that bombing of Italian possessions is very desultory,
and in the face of Italian boasts of having taken part in the
murderous attacks on London, Britain treats Rome as an open
city. Rome’s immunity from attack, it is to be feared, will
continue as long as Lord Halifax, and other Anglo-Catholics, are
in the British Government, for that city is their spiritual home
more than London, and it is evident that they, in common with
many so-called Protestants, are looking with a blind eye on Rome
and the pretensions of the Man of Sin.

“ Let Glasgow Flourish.”—Recently we gave the motto on
the Glasgow coat of arms as “ Let Glasgow flourish by the preach-
ing af the Word.” We are much obliged to a friend in that
city who has written us pointing out, what does not seem to
be well-known, that the original motto was, “ Lord! let Glasgow
flourish by the preaching of the Word.” This, it will be noticed
is a prayer, and, as the late Rev. N. Cameron said, shortly before
he was taken away, it was no wonder that Glasgow did flourish
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when those responsible for the motto had the wisdom to look
to God.” The same friend enclosed a cutting from the Evening
Times for 8th November where the Glasgow Corporation is
advertising that four golf courses are open for play on Sabbath,
10th November. What a contrast this brings before us! One
generation praying to God for prosperity by the means of His
own appointment, and another generation expecting prosperity
in absolute defiance of His Word. How has this eome about?
The citizens of Glasgow despised their privileges and forgot the
source of their prosperity; they turned away their ears from
the truth and “ turned unto fables.” Atheists and Papists have
become their leaders and representatives, and both eclasses do the
work of the Man of Sin very well in his efforts to take away
everything in this country which acted as a bulwark against
Popish pretensions. Let Provost Dollan and his friends, who are
s0 much esteemed in Glasgow to-day, beware! His Church. and
his Creed has deceived him that the Virgin Mary and other saints
will put everything right for him at last, but he will find that
he has to appear at the Judgment Seat of Christ, and that the
Judge of all the earth will judge righteously. Those led by him
in this mad running upon the thick bosses of Jehovah’s bucklers
will not have him in high esteem that day, but will curse him
as one of the instruments of their ruin.

The Bursary-Making Ministry.—One of the most evil
things that ever happened in the history of the professing
Christian ministry in Scotland was when the professing Church
began to encourage young men of brilliant intellects and high
academic attainments, but totally ignorant of supernatural con-
version, to study for the sacred office of the Christian ministry.
We sincerely believe that this is the main cause of the fact that
to-day Secotland, like England, is, for the most part, with noble
exceptions, spiritually a barren desolate waste. This is to be scen
not only in the ministry of the Church of Scotland, in whose
theologieal colleges these brilliantly-intellectual students were
taught a nondescript theological mixture of Arminianism,
Modernism, and, in some cases, Scoto-Catholicism, but also in
the present 1900 Free Church, despite the fact that they had the
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advantage of more or less evangelical theological teaching. When
some of their ministers must needs be at concerts, and calling
for gramophones, records, and other musical instruments, it seems
very evident that they never, spiritually and personally,
experienced “ the expulsive supernatural power of a heavenly new
affection.”  This is proof, if proof were needed, that mere
orthodoxy, without the personal experience of a supernatural
change of heart in the candidate for the ministry, will not make
the future minister, when tested, any more useful in witnessing
against the sins of the world than the less privileged candidate
who was trained in erroncous variegated theology. * The carnal
mind is enmity against God.” In each case popular public
opinion is a much more dreaded tribunal than the, to them,
questioname prospect of the Judgment-Seat of Christ. Let us
illustrate. Free Presbyterian ministers, for instance, who may
be called upon to protest against the appointment of Romanist
school-teachers to the Protestant schools where they reside, need
not, in the least degree, be surprised if they find the local Free
Church ministers as apathetic and reluctant to take part in the
Protest as the Arminian-Modernist-Scoto-Catholic ministers of
the Church of Scotland.  Dreading no higher tribunal than
popular “ broadminded ” public opinion, because spiritual things,
such as the Judgment-Seat of Christ, are spiritually discerned,
they will act “ prudently ” by observing a non-committal sphinx-
like attitude, while regarding the protesting activities of the F'ree
Presbyterian ministers, in this connection, as extreme enthusiasm,
if not excitable fanaticisms Personally, the present writer would
expect only a small minority of Free Church ministers, in such
cases, to act otherwise. Let us “please God rather than men.”

Whose Fault?In commending the four recently published
“ Free Grace Tracts” by the late Rev. Jonathan R. Anderson,
in the November, 1940, issue of the Free Church Monthly Record,
the writer states: “The vocabulary of the spiritual life known
to and readily appreciated by our fathers is, alas! a strange
tongue to most of the youth—even the religious youth—of to-day.
For that reason we doubt if they will serve to any large extent
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the gracious purpose for which they were sent out ”—for distri-
bution among men of His Majesty’s Forces. Whose fault is it
that the vocabulary of the spiritual life known and appreciated
by our fathers is a strange tongue even to the religious youth
of our day? What kind of religious youth are these? The Holy
Spirit is not the Author of confusion, contradiction, or mis-
understanding, but the Spirit of truth—the truth as it is in
Jesus. When He, therefore, applies the truth of Divine Revela-
tion, which He Himself inspired, to the human understanding,
conscience and heart, it produces convietion of sin, evangelical
repentance, saving faith, new obedience and loyalty, and a life-
long “hungering and thirsting after righteousness.” All God’s
people are supernaturally taught of Him, and they are taught
line upon line, and precept upon precept, till they attain the
stature of perfection in Christ Jesus. All Christ’s sheep know
their Master’s voiece in every age and clime, and as it is substanti-
ally the same truths they are all taught, what was understood
and readily appreciated by Isaiah, Paul, Luther, and Jonathan
R. Anderson, ought also to be understood and readily appreciated
by the religious youth of to-day, if their religion is worthy of
the name of Christianity. Ministers, more than any other men,
are responsible to-day for the fact that the old-fashioned but
ever-new spiritual voeabulary is unknown and unappreciated
among our youth, for, as Mr. Spurgeon said, “ What ceases to
be proclaimed from the pulpit soon ceases to be believed in the
pew.” The ministerial indiscriminate charity that does not
differentiate between Modernism, Arminianism and Calvinism is
largely responsible for the prevailing confusion among our youth.

Church Notes.

Communions.—January, last Sabbath, Inverness; February,
first Sabbath, Dingwall; third, Stornoway. South African
Mission.—The following are the dates of the Communions:—
last Sabbath of March, June, September and December. Note.—
Notice of any change, or alteration, of the above dates of Com-
munions should be sent to the Editor.

S ——
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Our Overseas’ Deputy.—Rev. D. Beaton left Vancouver for
New Zealand 'on 30th October. He reached his destination about
the 17th November, and he is now with our mission friends in
Australia.

His preliminary report of the Canadian and U.S.A. congrega-
tions and mission stations gives an interesting account of the
work in these places. A fuller veport is cxpected (D.V.) in
due course. He referred to the time spent in Toronto and
Oshawa, recuperating from over-exertion and the Lord’s kindness
at the hands of friends there and elsewhere. He asks for a
continuance of the prayers of the praying people at home on
his behalf.—W. G. (Convener, Canadian and Colonial Missions
Committee.)
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D. Beaton, £1 2s 1d; Mrs H., Ailsa Craig, Ontraio, per Rev. D.
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Miss MacC.,, Ballachulish, £2; Two f{riends, Bridge-of-Allan,
£1 2s 6d; N. M. L., Raasay, 10s; J. L., Glasgow, 10s; C. M.,
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Sustentation Fund—* Bridegroom,” per Rev. R, Mackenzie, £1;
M. G. Anderson, per Anderson & Gardiner, Glasgow, £10; Miss
M. H., 15 Victoria Street, Tobermory, 10s; Nurse McD., £1;
Friends, per Mr D. Maclean, £5; Foreign :Missions Fund—Anon.,
Glasgow postmark, per Rev. R. Mackenzie, 4s 6d; Friend, per Rev.
R. Mackenzie, £5; Anon, £4; Miss C. McK. Manchester, 10s;
Home Mission Fund-—Anon., 5s; Anon., 5s; War Comforts Fund—
Anon.,, £1.

Fort William Church Purchase Fund—Mr Alex. Rankin,
Mamore Cottage, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :—Friend, Fort William, £1; Friend of the Cause, £1.

Halkirk Congregation.—Rev. Wm. Grant gratefully acknowledges
receipt of 10s for South African Mission Car Fund and 10s for
Testaments for the Forces from A Friend, Thurso.

London Congregational Funds.—Rev. J. P. Macqueen acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—An Edin-
burgh Free Presbyterian, £1; Mrs C. Munro, 58 Frankdale Ave.,
Toronto, 10s.

North Uist Church and Manse Fund.—Rev. W. B. Nicholson
acknowledges with cordial thanks the following donations:—
Tomatin Congregation by Miss Dunbar (collecting card), £3 7s;
Miss Boyd, Hougharry, £2; Mrs Stewart, Hougharry, £1.
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North Uist Congregational Funds.—Mr Neil MacIsaac,
Treasurer, acknowledges with cordial thanks £5 left by the late
Mr Donald Cameron, Elder, Sollas.

Thurso Congregation.—Rev. Wim. Grant acknowledges with
sincere thanks receipt of £6 from “Thurso Friends” for the
Jewish and Foreign Mission Fund.
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