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Remembered for his Prayer.

N the first book of Chronicles (chapter iv., verse 10) we have

the record of one who is remembered for the prayer he
offered up to the God of Israel. The record of the inspired
chronicler is in the following words: “ And Jabez called on the
God of Israel, saying, Oh! that thou wouldest bless me indeed,
and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me,
and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not
grieve me. And God granted him that which he requested.”
Some men are remembered for their deeds of daring, others for
their great benevolence, some for their piety and others for
the trouble they have given to their fellow-men. But it is a
rare thing for men to be remembered for their prayers. There
have been, no doubt, great wrestlers at the throne of grace such
as Moses, Daniel, Paul, ete., but their works as servants ofi the
Highest are also recorded but, as for Jabez, the most that we
are told of him is that he offered up a remarkable prayer to
the God of Israel. There is something very fragrant in a
memory that has prayer for its centre. One may have heard
many a prayer but it is not every prayer that left an impression
that the years have not been able to obliterate.  One such
prayer we remember having been offered up at one of the early
conferences of our Church held at Inverness over forty years
ago by one of our elders. The memory of that prayer has
lingered with us after the long lapse of years. That the solemn
impression made was not confined to ourselves was manifest from
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the solemn stillness that pervaded the building where we met.
To be remembered for prayer—earnest pleading with God with
a sense of our nced and @& hope by faith that prayer will be
heard—is mnot so common as one might expect among those
professing to be followers of the Lord.  That this was the
position of Jabez, therefore, gives him an honourable place among
the pleaders at the throne of grace. Tt is also to be observed
that this gem is hidden among a long list of diffieult Hebrew
names—a list which many readers of the Bible are ready to pass
over as having no instruetion for them, all the while forgetting
that “ All Seripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness : that the man of God may be perfeet, throughly
furnished unto all good works” (IT Tim. iii. 16, 17).  All true
prayer must come from the Holy Spirit who searcheth all things
and who knows perfectly the will of God. We, by reason of
the limitation of our knowledge, and the darkness of our under-
standing, are prone to ask for things that are neither conducive
to God’s will nor to our own well-being.  But when Jabez
offered up his prayer he not only prayed but received an answer
to his prayer. God always answers the prayers of His people
either by granting them what they pray for or refusing to
grant their petition. The latter method is as truly God’s answer
as the former though it is not generally regarded as His answer.
When God refused to take away the thorn in the flesh this was
God’s answer to Paul as truly as when e answered the Apostle’s
prayer in the storm by sending him deliverance. @~ We are so
ready to be cast down and come to wrong conclusions and to
have wrong thoughts of the Lord’s kindness because the answer
is not along the lines we anticipated or hoped for. We are
like little children who ery bitterly when the wisdom of their
parents denies them something which, with their wider experience
and more mature knowledge, they know would be hurtful to
the child. In the case of Jabez, however, God granted him
“that which he requested.”  This gives a significance to the
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petitions and did space permit it was our intention to refer to
these petitions in the order in which they appear in the inspired
Word but owing to the exigencies of space we must forbear.
May we, too, like Jabez pray that God, who is ever-blessed,
would bless us with blessings indeed—blessings that are really
worth calling hblessings and which can come from Him and
Him alone.

Sermon. .
By Rev. JoaN TAvvAcH, INGWENYA, SOUTH AFRICA.
II.
Jesus Christ the same yesterday and to-day and forever.—
Hebs. xiii. 8.

(Continued from page 456).

III. In the third place we oberve tha# this unchangeableness
w Him and so precious to us should result in a certain fixedness
of purpose. (a). And first in our attitude to His Word. The
Word of God is not only a revelation of Christ but it comes
to us solely on His account, it belongs to the economy of grace
and on that account it has as its foundation a permanently
satisfied justice, a foundation which cannot change and so by
it taking its nature from its foundation cannot change either.
To the extent of every inspired word it is saturated with the
unchangeable Jesus. We feel grieved indeed when it is inter-
fered with but the Word written takes the words of the Word
Incarnate, “ Weep not for me but for your children” and grief
is turned to pity for those who trifle with it. In Him it is
established fast in the heavens and so cannot really be interfered
with; for, if men on earth change it the Word in heaven simply
disowns this as being no longer the truth and charges it with
being another gospel than that of Christ the unchangeable. A
variable Bible must mean a variable Christ and out text outruling
the one outrules the other. Let us look at it in this way. Christ
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and His Word answer the one to the other as wax to the seal.
The Word gives its impress of Him, “ Unchangeable or no Christ
at all ” and He gives the Word of Iis impress, “ the same yester-
day and to-day and forever” to every word or no word at all.
The Word lives, moves, and has being only in the revelation
of a present and unchangeable Christ.  In this sense the Bible
can never be detached from the Lord and a true spiritual
contending on its behalf must spring from a personal loyalty
to Christ as the unchangeable.  Now, this suggests a thought
or two that we all may lay to heart. In contending for the
faith our sword is no dead thing but the living Word of the
living Christ, and we draw it in sight of Calvary, in sight of
the empty tomb, in the presence of the living Jesus so that
when we speak His Word we do not mercly convey His mind
but rather He is here and now actually employing human
language as His mouthpiece.  There is a difference between
my saying, “I speak God’s Word to you” and, “the Lord is
speaking to you through His Word.,” Now, here is solidity,
here is strength, here is the true sword of the Word. When a
person is brought face to face with His Word he is face to face
with the Lord of Truth and his answer must be to him and not
to us. At the strongest your witness is weak but He who shall
sit to judge the quick and the dead fills the words you witness
to, they are clothed with the dignity of the great white Throue.
His words are “ the same yesterday and to-day and forever”
because He lives in them in a constant now. Oh! how careful,
should we be in the use of IHis Word, How careful,
especially, that self in the form of puerile personalities casts
not its shadow between men and the Christ of Truth. Wretch
indeed would he have been who would have sat down with
Christ on the Mount that he might supplement His Word and
His authority with those of a fallen creature. A hell-deserving
sinner to advertise himself on Immanucl’s platform. I am
that wreteh if I cast my shadow along the edge of truth, if my
contending for truth is no more than a contention that self
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should have some part of what is Christ’s.  Tw contending for
our creed this must be a fixed article in it as in all else. “No
flesh shall glory in His presence,” and He is unchangeably present
in the Word we contend for.

(b). And now in the light of our text what should be our attitude
te Church Standards as these are based on the truth'in which
He resides. I think there is sometimes a danger of detaching
and isolating these standards from the Lord Himself and we must
jealously guard against this for to the extent we do this we
remove the authority for them from Him to mere men, while
on the other hand the constant association of them with Him as
Head of the Church will enhance their authority and preserve
for them a constant freshness in our hearts. If some of my
younger friends were asked the question: “ What think you is
at the very centre of your Church’s contending for the truth?”’
I wonder what the answer would be. Those outside your church
will give her struggles no higher motive than that of a dour
conservatism, a purpose simply not to change, while you rejecting
this will say that these struggles have something to do with the
infallibility of the Word and a conscientious cleaving to
Standards. To an extent you are right in your reply hut I
wish you to get a firm hold of something more. What is the
proper background behind all that our Church stands for? It
is not church courts.  You must lift it higher, you must in fact
find that background in the truth of our text. On his deathbed
John Knox desired that the 17th Chapter of John should be read
to him. Here he first cast his anchor. Prior to the Reformation
you see him alone on his knees with the unchangeable Jesus who
communes with him in this Word. A realization that He is
the same yesterday and to-day and forever, a strong affection
for Him as His unchangeable Saviour and then, the Reformation.
I can well remember when on one occasion the late Mr. Cameron*
was preaching what is sometimes called a “ witnessing sermon ”
and while making some forcible remarks on the infallibility of

*The late Rev. N. Cameron, Glasgow.
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the Word he paused, then throwing his left arm aeross his breast
with tremendous convietion he exelaimed: “ precious Jesus.”
The true background of your Church’s strivings is there then, in
the closet, on the hills, souls alone with a living Saviour to whom
as “the same yesterday and to-day and forever” an unswerving
personal loyalty is freely yielded. They know no variable Christ
in) heaven and they know no variable Christ in the Word. We
are gladly fixed to an unchanging Bible because of our unchanging
Christ in the Bible. Nor are we eribbed in being thus fixed.
“ Go where you will,” said the eagle to her young, “but remember
that you are limited to the heavens.”

(¢) This same thought can be profitably pursued in connection
with the ordering of His house here on earth. One would think,
if we are to believe some, that the practice of the church depends
solely on the opinion of men so that it can be changed by any
majority of unbelievers but the truth is that all churech rules
have direct connection with the teaching of our text. When we
remember that “ to-day ” Christ is the same as in the “ yesterday ”
of the early church we begin to see how serious it is to do much
that passes as harmless in the professing church to-day. An
unchangeable Christ in an unchangeable Book of rules must mean
a changeless practice in His Chureh.  Innovations are outraled,
not by men in assemblies merely but by the finger of Christ.
This is so true that what are often regarded as differences between
churches are really points of difference between bodies of men
and the mind of Christ, their quarrel is first with Him rather
than with those who will not change. On such questions as
church praise and the keeping of the Lord’s Day He who sifs
midst the seven candlesticks is here and now of the same mind
as when He sang these Psalms on earth and filled the first
Christian Sabbath with His own personality, peace, and power.
The Church is His; to Iis mind the means whieh e gave it
are sufficient so that any addition or change in them immediately
contradiets our text, raises the question of a changeable Christ.
Those who take up a strong position on the matter of church
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practice are often spoken of as being narrow and self-righteous.
The truth simply told is this, we profess and feel that we are
poor meedy sinners who are ufterly weak and unstable. A
Saviour would but increase our misery. We know that the
Word of God brings before us an unchangeable Saviour and
this is all our hope and all our salvation.  Can iti be expected
of us wilfully to grieve Him by changing anything wherein we
see Him to be “the same yesterday, to-day and forever?” By
His Spirit He maintains a constant witness in us to His own
unchangeableness and shall we be expected to please men at the
cost of desiring Him to remove this witness. For we must
first quench this witness before we proceed to bring in changes
and in quenching we request that such witness should cease.
With this witness in this glorious Person in Heaven, with this
witness in His word in earth, and in our hearts why should it
be wondered at when we say: “Never!” to all calls to change
practice in church matters that arve in accordance with His Word.
Hard sayings and unjust accusations that we are uncharitable
leave us cold, unresponsive, indifferent.  And so long as we are
able in any measure to see the glory of our unchangeable Lord
we may with great indifference take any name men are pleased
to give us. The erown of His work and love is this, “ I change
not ” and are we to see that ¢rown removed from off His head;
and see it trampled under foot; and that by people professing
His name; and in that very worship professed fo be to Him;
and, seeing and knowing, are we to join in with these acts?
approve them? be silent before them?  Be silent when the
heavens are ringing with the word “ Immutability?”’ Be silent
when the whole Covenant of Grace resounds with the glory of
an unchangeable Saviour?  Be silent when the only revelation
of Him we possess, His Word, absolutely denies all knowledge
of any changeable Christ and loudly witnesses in every word
of it that e cannot] change. Be silent when all our comfort,
hope, prospects for time and eternity are knit up with the heart
of our gloriously unchanging Lord?  When we say that these
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innovators are doing the work ol fthose who are enemies of His
glory we are saying what we firmly believe to be the mind of
Christ in the matter; but even then we do not expect that our
attitude will be understood.  In fact, we expect to be misunder-
stood.  But let those lovers of change do the first things taught
in God’s Word and we will then look for them to understand us.
Let them but betake themselves as poor needy unstable sinners
to the feet of Christ; let them come and meet us as they rejoice
in an unchangeable Saviour and then and not until then are
they in a fit state to appreciate our tenderness in such matters.
There is no doubt about it but to change in practice from Him
is to change in conseience towards Him.  Change in practice
is a practical change in doctrine especially this doctrine of His
unchangeahleness and no wonder changes in creed follow. The
law of spiritual gravitation comes in here and there is no saying
where the end may be.

(d) Now the more that we regard the Word of God as thus
the face of the unchangeable Christ on His church the more
shall we feel ourselves bound down to, more than we can at
present look into.  The fact of our having g fixed place in the
bosom of Immanuel is at sueh a discount to-day in the church
that hardly a week passes without some change being hronght
in. The result is that God’s true people are being made to
examine the articles of their faith and calling, again, and again.
The term “the Gospel” has come to have so many meanings
to-day that it is applied to almost anything so long as it is
applied by some church even although that church be Anti-Christ.
The gospel is so accommodating, so adaptable, so readily change-
able that it ean be made to fit in anywhere and into anything.
But “I, if T be lifted up will draw all men unto me” there in
its naked simplicity stands the unchangeable gospel among us.
Men are to be drawn to Him and Him only; by Him and by
Him only, and through His being lifted up and that only.
Recognising the presence of the unchangeable Lord among us
let us be careful that these three particulars are matters of the
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utmost eoncern to us. 1 say utmost concern, because no mere
nod of recognition to these particulars as part of our creed will
satisfy Him. In the words quoted above he speaks “to-day”
with the same emphasis and assurance as He did in the “ yester-
day” of His earthly life, He means every word of it and He
means it for all time. Oh! let us then listen again and again
to the “T” and the “ Me,” listen until every word becomes a
fire in our souls and the conviction becomes predominant and
permanent, there is salvation in no other, there is nothing but
the fire of hell for all outside Christ. “ He is beside himself,”
“these who have turned the world upside down,” “thou art
mad " are some of the things said about Christ Himself and those
who were His followers and in light of these sayings we can
measure to what extent this truth is a mere mental view and
how far it is a heart convietion with us. Men may be drawn
to concerts, to church, and to put their names on the communion
roll but the incessant question is, “ Are they being drawn to me
and by me?” There may be finance committees, statistics,
organisation, elaborate machinery, but all these are but so much
empty things if men are not drawn to Him. He is the same
too in His present ordering of the instrument to be used in
leading men to Him, the law.  Tle looks at the law in His Word
and then He looks at us and He says, “ Use it as a sehoolmaster
to lead to me.”  Use it in the pulpit as a mere corrector of
moralism or as a hope of salvation, or as a weapon to hit off
your opponents with and you are acting forthwith the desire
of Christ in the matter. The law is holy, just, and good, the
law is spiritual in its application, final in its standards, absolute
in its authority, inflexible in its demands, awful in its threat-
enings yet deliberately preached with the feet of Jesus as its
present end.  And not alone in the matter of it but in the
spirit of it He shows to us His present will. “ When He
beheld the ecity He wept over it,”” yes, even while pronouncing
judgments against it.  “The same yesterday and to-day and
forever” in this as all else ITe would have us preach the law
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with the spirit of the gospel. e has also fixed for us for
all time the Agent of gospel blessings, the Holy Spirit.  Men
are either dead or alive as these conditions admit ol nothing in
between.  ““ Yesterday " at Pentecost men were raised from their
spiritual graves by the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit
and their condition being unchanged the same Power must be
at work or otherwise there is no regeneration experienced. The
Holy Spirit has given Himself over to this work in the namc of
the ever living Christ for there is an infinite value bound up with
the work and name of Christ and the Holy Spirit recognises no
other channel of approach to men dead in sin. In this way
to say, “ Jesus Christ the same yesterday and to-day, and forever ”
is equal to our saying, < The Holy Spirit the same yesterday and
to-day, and forever through Jesus.”  Any ignoring of His place
in salvation, any displacing of His function by any other person
or thing brings us into confliet with our text.  Now, believing
as we do that Christ is unchangeable in ITis attitude to the Toly
Spirit and His work we vaise for ourselves a very practical
question.  Are we as preachers and congregations showing that
intelligent, humble, prayerful, and trusting attitude of expeet-
ancy towards the Holy Spirit which our belief demands?  TIs
not the Lord constantly with us in unchanged sufficiency? And
is He not constantly to-day as yesterday the way of the Spirit’s
approach to men? “ Constantly,” does not this word seem to
constitute a challenge to us?  “The same yesterday and to-day
and forever,” the ladder is there not one rung of it removed.
but where is the uplooking, waiting expectant church gathered
at its foot? Too often, alas! we are at a remove diseussing the
work of the Holy Spirit when we should be waiting for Him.
Closely connected with the above is the relation in which our
textl stands to the gospel eall.  The scope of the eall is to the
ends of the earth with a ‘““beginning at Jerusalem” and the
history of the church largely centres round persons who have
been the means in their generations of directing the attention
of the chureh to this duty. The result has heen that the gospel
has been preached to a wider and wider cirele of this world’s
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inhabitants.  In this progress of the raising of men and the
directing of the subsequent movements we see the hand of the
Lord. The presence of the unchangeable Christ in His chureh
was the spring of all these movements and this in the “to-day ”
of each generation He revealed His unchangeable will of yester-
day. And as far as we are concerned e still looks us in the
face with “ Jerusalem” and “the ends of the earth” on His
lips. No shadow of doubt is there in His purpose, His present
command nor in our unchangeable duty in the matter.  The
“Jerusalem ” of yesterday comprised, scribes, pharisees, hypo-
crites, Christ-rejectors.  This mass of antagonism lay deeply
round the doors of the early church, and to-day, if we look, we
see it still there.  Rejectors who take His name in vain, rejectors
both church-conneeted and churchless, rejectors who profess the
name of Christ but who find nothing more easy than to draw a
line through His Word, divinity, and authority. We rightly
lament the increase of Romanists, of Communists, of Higher
Crities, of unbelievers in general, but let us lay it to heart that
these comprise the “ Jerusalem ” of our “to-day.” Begin here.
This is His mind if we mistake not.  Did the flesh in the
disciples get its way they would have begun anywhere ourside
Jerusalem. A promise to write to Jerusalem or a purpose to
return after their position was strengthened by vietory elsewhere
might compromise conseience on the matter.  But no, begin here.
He was gone but His Word was of equal authority with them
as when He was with them on earth.  They were lixed down to
this duty by the Holy Spirit and the means used by Him were
simply a practical apprehension of the unchangeableness of
Christ. How often are we guilty of regarding our “ Jerusalem ”
at a distance as if we were under no duty to make it one of
our immediate interests.  We even go further. Do we not at
times indulge in a dangerous form of self-pity when on any
account we have to rub up against its religion or irreligion?
We pity ourselves, not our “Jerusalem.”  Does this not look
like the spirit of Cain? Am I my brother’s keeper? It certainly
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does; it is as alien to the Spirit of Christ as Cain was alien to
the God who found him guilty. My friend, do you find yourself
less interested in this aspeet of our Lord’s unchangeableness than
ol some others mentioned?  Know then that you sin deeply
by as much as thinking that you can make the Lord changeable
to meet your ideas, ehangeable to excuse you from plain duty.
Your whole comfort for personal salvation comes to you from
the assurance that He is unchangeable. He unchangeably wills
that you are a saved sinner and He unchangeably wills that you
begin at Jerusalem and go to the ends of the earth. Rejoicing
in His salvation will you now divide Christ?  Will you now
evade the burden of Jerusalem and the ends of the earth? I
speak of a church as a whole. How each member in it is to
serve lies with the individual and his or her Lord. Only let
us be clear that in this as in all else e is “the same yesterday
and to-day and forever,” and let us prayerfully and tenderly
ponder His will on/ the matter.

And now, in coneclusion, has not His unchangeableness a very
definite message of encouragement to those churches which may
be mean and poor in the eyes of the larger churches? The Lord
did not choose the children of Israel because they were a great
people, nor did he make choice of the throne, wealth and power
of Caeser to spread the gospel but His choice fell on a handful
of poor men who as a whole claimed neither great gifts nor
wealth—“ The weak things to confound the mighty.”  And in
this His choice of human means He is “ the same yesterday, and
to-day, and forever.” Now, has it not happened sometimes that
a realisation of His unchangeableness has been at the root of
a church’s separation and consequently the reason why she is
so often despised by larger churches?  Christ a changeable one,
a variable one, an adaptable one, Christ cut and carved to fit
into modern thought and morals, Christ interpreted outside the
Word by individuals, by churches, by religions this is the one
so loved by many churches and they have naught but the fiery
furnace for all who will not bow down to this image. But let
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us note that small and despized though a church may be in the
eyes of men yet if it but witness to His unchangeableness He
will make use of its witness. ~We know that the influence of
sneh a church must go much further than its apparent reach
but He alone can estimate its power to the full. The kneeling
chorch refuses to budge an inch to right or left from His feet,
she is bound to them. Yes, and those who pass by cast mire
on her, they mock her, they make jest of her seeming worth-
lessness, but year after year finds her still kneeling and there is
a great joy in her heart. And why?  She well knows that
whatever may befall her nothing can befall that crown which
He wears and which shall flourish upon Him and she is eontent.
For His unchangeableness is a crown fto Him and a chureh’s
crown is its practical adherence to Him as unchangeable. “ TLet
no man take thy ecrown,” no ideas of our own bigness from
within, no mocker from without. In the past He has used the
weak to be not only a depository of truth but a channel of it
to men and may we not grow more and more expectant that He
will so use us too? It is the Father’s purpose to glorify this
very Christ we know and believe in, “to the ends of the earth”
and He will glorify no other. “T know thy poverty but thou
art rich,” yea, and these same riches shall vet be poured ouat to
those who are poor indeed making them rich for eternity. What
a work! To be enabled to carry on the witness to an unchanging
Christ to a generation yet unborn and who shall come and declare
that He hath done this. In weakness let us seek to preserve
this light, in face of all opposition carry it, and the blessings
of the Three One God attend us, blessings under which the little
one will become a thousand. My dear friends, this is no idle
sentiment although we often speak as if it were little more.
This is the truth as the annals of Heaven declare it, and in time
history attests it. We are not faced with a shadowy future,
a mere fulfilling of our duty in our day and nothing beyond.
The truth) we carry is even now weighty with the glory of our
Lord. In the light of the foregoing, here and now we are on
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the way to the fulfilling of a purpose as high as any merely
human beings can be called to. Put the ear of faith to the
mouth of the Word, listen long enough and you will hear the
tramp of generations already on the way who shall arise and
call you blessed. They will rightly gauge the import of your
witness, appreciate your struggles, and prize your crown as
around the feet of our Lord and theirs they praise Him as “the
same yesterday and to-day and forever.”

Zeal.

Z EAL for the honour and glory of God is a beautiful thing.

It had its pre-eminent manifestation in the jealousy of the
Lord Jesus for the glory of God the Father. That was the
purest and holiest zeal the world has ever witnessed. “ He
put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation
upon His head; and He put on the garments of vengeance for
clothing, and was dlad with zeal as a eloak” (Is. lix. 17). No
selfish element marred that pure zeal. It was His meat and
drink to do the Father’s will. He did always the things that
pleased Him, (John viii. 29).  Anything that interfered with
the supreme eclaims of the glory of God He denounced in words
of holy indignation. =~ When He drove out of the temple those
who sold oxen and doves, and the money-changers, His disciples
remembered what was foretold of the Messiah—* The zeal of
thine house hath eaten me up ” (Ps. Ixix. 9). There was a holy
fire burning in His heart and in it there was none of that mixture
of strange fire that is so ready, at times, to enter into the zeal
of the most faithful of His servants. From the revelation He
gave of that zeal it is evident that He had not only His eye
but His heart fixed at all times upon the glory of God. He
could say in a sense no other servant could say : “T have glorified
Thee on earth” (John xvii. 4), “T do always those things that
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please Him” (John viii. 29). But while it is impossible for
any of the sinful children of men to glorify God in this supreme
sense yet He has had His own faithful servants who, in face of
death, trials, temptation, fleshly inducements and worldly honours,
ease, and comforts, had the glory of God in view. The best
of them were far from perfect but when one reads in the New
Testament what Paul suffered and notes his steadfastness in the
face of it and how his heart ever turned to the glory of God’s
name how empty does much of that which passes under the name
of zeal among men appear. What noble examples also we have
in the Old Testament such as Abraham, Moses, Phinehas, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Elijah, Hezekiah, Josiah, ete., men who were
zealous for God’s glory. Yet they were but fallible and the
Holy Spirit has seen meet to record wherein they came short;
for His method of writing the lives of His servants is not after
the manner of men.

Real zeal is not always, however, that which passes under this
honoured name and as God’s Word and not man’s standard is
that by which zeal is to be measured we shall now turn to it
for guidance in an endeavour to single out the real from the

spurious.

1. Jehw’s Zeal. Jehu was raised up and appointed to be the
divine instrument in the destruction of the wicked house of
Ahab. He went about his work with effective thoroughness
though he did not improve it by his loud proclamation: “ Come
with me, and see my zeal for the Lord.” Jehu is the type of
a certain class who believe that it is necessary to make a great
shouting about what they are doing themselves in advancing
God’s cause. They cannot understand faithfulness unless there
is the sounding of the big drum going before them. Jehu's zeal
would have been none the less effective if he allowed it to speak
for itself instead of speaking for it. He did well in executing
that which was right in the Lord’s eves in destroying Baal and
the house of Ahab but there is this divine indietment recorded
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acainst him: “ Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nehat, who made Tsrael to sin, Jehu departed not from after
them, to wit, the golden calves that were in Bethel, and that
wore in Dan” (1T Kings x. 29).

2. Elijal’s Zeal. There are two striking ineidents recorded
in the life of this noble witness that stand out in bold contrast—
(1) The slaying of the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel and
(2) his flight from/ Jezebel to the wilderness. The strong man
bent before the threat of the wicked queen; but his God was
with him.  When at Mount Horeb he had an extraordinary
experience. The Lord passed by and a great strong wind rent
the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces; this was followed
by an earthquake and after the earthquake a fire but the Lord
was not in the tempestuous wind, nor the earthquake, nor in the
fire.  All these were followed by a still small voice. He was
profoundly impressed by what he saw and heard and on being
asked “ What doest thou here Elijah?”’ he replied: “I have
been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts . ... and I, even
I only, am left.” The Lord then spoke to him giving him
certain instructions and added these significant words: “ Yet 1
have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have
not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth that hath not kissed him.”
It has been said in defence of Elijah that these seven thousand
should have been more public in their witness. Be that as it
may, it appears that the Lord was chiding Elijah for saying
that he and he only was left. If we have interpreted the words
correctly then we have here an admonition addressed to all who
think that they only are left to witness on the Lord’s side. There
is always the danger that we should oceupy the position and
think that we only are faithful. It has its counterpart in the
Pharisaic elaim: “T am holier than thou.”  Anything said is
not meant to imply that Elijah was not a noble and fearless
witness of the truth for he most certainly was one of the noblest
but the Lord saw it necessary to tell him he was not alone.
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3. Peter’s Zeal. There is something very attractive in the
character of this warm-hearted follower of our Lord. No one
can deny to him a heart deeply attached to his Master and a
zeal springing from a warm, impulsive nature, which at times
called down upon him the rebuke of that Master. On two
occasions the Lord addressed a sharp rebuke to his impulsive
disciple. (1) The first occasion was when Peter began to rebuke
his Master after He had made the announcement that He was to
be killed. “ Be it far from thee, Lord : this shall not be unto
thee.” The Lord turned to him saying: “ Get thee behind me,
Satan; thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the
things that be of God, but those that be of men” (Matt. xvi. 23).
Had Peter’s desire been carried out none could be saved. It
was mistaken love that prompted him to speak unadvisedly with
his lips. It was not after this fashion God was to be glorified
and sinners saved. Silence, reverent and submissive, was the
right attitude at the moment when the solemn announcement
was made. There is a time to speak and a time to be silent
and heavenly wisdom is needed to show the path of duty. The
Westminster Divines in enumerating the sins forbidden in the
Ninth Commandment while mentioning “ undue silence in a just

cause ” also include “

speaking the truth wunseasonably ” and give
as their proof-text Provs. xxix. 11.  For instance, if one might
be permitted to take a conerete case, it is the duty of a minister
to condemn the sin of drunkenness but should he meet one of
his congregation the worse of drink it may not be a wise thing
to denounce drunkenness the next Sabbath in such terms that
almost all in the congregation will know who he has specially in
view without first adopting the scriptural method of speaking
to the erring person in private.  This may be taken as an
example of “ speaking the truth wnseasonably.”  (b) The next
occasion when Peter came under the censure of his Lord was
when he cut off the ear of the High Priest’s servant. The sight
of his Lord in the hands of His enemies was too much for the
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wurm-hearted disciple and drawing his sword he did what he
had no right to- do.  “Put up again thy sword into his place :
for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword ”
was the solemn rebuke administered to Peter.  On another
oceasion the Lord told His disciples to sell their garments and
buy a sword (Luke xxii. 36) but on this occasion the sword was
to rest in the seabbard.  All of which teaches us that while
there is a time that the sword should be used there is a time
when it ought not to be used. It is not always a sign of
heavenly zeal for a man to be laying about him with a sword.
Wisdom is required in this matter and if any man lack wisdom
“let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and
upbraideth not: and it shall be given him ” (James i. 5) instead
of stretching forth an itching hand to lay hold on the hilt of
his sword on every occasion when only the natural impulses of

his nature prompt him.

4. The Zeal of the Sons of Zebedee. When the Lord sent
messengers into one of the villages ol the Samaritans to make
ready for Him and when they refused to receive Him the sons
of Zebedee (James and John) to whom he had given the name
of Bouanerges (sons of thunder) said: “ Lord, wilt thou that we
command fire to come down from heaven and consume, even as
Elias did.” But He turned and rebuked them and said, “ Ye
know not what spirit ye are of.  Ior the Son of man is not
come to destroy men’s lives but to save them ” (Luke ix. 54-56).
Bishop Ryle’s comment on this incident is worthy of heing
quoted. ““ Here was zeal indeed,” he says, “ and zeal of a most
plausible kind—zeal for the honour of Christ! Here was zeal,
Jjustified and supported by a scriptural example, and that the
example of] no less a prophet than Elijah! But it was not a.
zeal-according to knowledge. The two disciples in their heat,
forgot that circumstances alter cases, and that the same action
which may be right and justifiable at one time, may be wrong
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and unjustifiable at another.  They forget that punishments
should always be proportioned to offences, and to destroy a whole
village of ignorant people for a single act of disecourtesy, would
have been unjust and cruel. In short the proposal of James
and John was a wrong and inconsiderate one. They meant well
but they greatly erred. Facts like this in the gospels are care-
fully recorded for our learning. Let us see to it that we mark
them well, and treasure them; up in our minds. Tt is possible
to have much zeal for Christ and yvet to exhibit it in most
unholy and wunchristian ways. It is possible to mean
well and have good intentions and yet to make most
grievous mistakes in our actions. It is possible to faney that
we have Scripture on our side, and to support our conduct by
Seriptural quotations [and examples], and yet commit serious
errors ” (Exzpository Thoughts on St. Luke, 1. 333, 334). What a
comment on the request of James and John we have in the 8th
chapter of Acts where it is recorded the Samaritans received the
gospel and that John with Peter preached in many villages of the
Samaritans (Aects viii. 25). Who knows hut one of these villages
was the one John and James desired to be consumed with fire.
Be that as it may John is showing more of the Spirit of Christ
in this than when he desired fire to come down from heaven to
consume the discourteous villagers.

5. The Zeal of the Accusers of the Woman taken in adultery.
The story of this extraordinary case is told in the eight chapter
of the Gospel according to John and it has many important and
precious lessons. (1) The accusers (the Secribes and Pharisees)
had a very good case—the woman was taken in the very aet
and (2) the law was on their side—the Mosaic law left no doubt
as to what the issue should be and (3) they were determined to
make it as publie as they could (verse 3). But while bringing the
woman to be judged to the Lord they had already acted as
judges themselves and in this act of theirs we discover two
counts in the indictment against them (1) they had not a right
motive in what they were doing—* this they said tempting' him,
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that they might have to acecuse Him.”  (2) They were guilty of
the same sin themselves as was solemnly brought home to them
s0 that whoever would act as judges or as accusers of the woman
they were the very last that should have opéned their mouth.
How does the Lord deal with the case. He takes it out of the
hands of men and brings it into His own court. Tle asks the
accusers to carry out the law of Moses as set forth in Deut.
xvil. 7% if any of them are “without sin.” This must mean the
sin with which they charged the woman if His words are to have
any point. That searching question changed the whole situation
—they went out one by one being convieted by their own
conscience.  Did Jesus condone her sin.  No, for He said:
“Go and sin mo more.”  What then is meant by His words :
“ Neither do T eondemn thee.”  Does it not mean that He will
not condemn, her to death?  On another occasion he said to the
sons of Zebedee as quoted above: “ The Son of Man is not come
to destroy men’s lives but to save them” (Luke, ix. 56). The
sheer hypoerisy of accusing and condemning others for sins of
which we are guilty ourselves rules us out of the ecourt of
heaven as judges. Such, as we understand the narrative, seems
to be one of the clearest lessons to be learned from it. It does
not teach that the sin of which the woman was guilty is condoned
by our Lord but it makes it very plain that her accusers were
in like condemnation when He who is the light of the world put
the searching question to them and revealed to them that He
knew their character and history.

5. The Zeal of the Pharisees. There is something very touch-
ing about the way the Apostle approaches the question of the
casting away of his kinsmen according to the flesh. To
him it was no mere historical matter with which he was dealing—
it touched his very heart. He saw the rock on which they made
shipwreck.  “ Brethren,” are his moving words, “my heart’s

*¢¢ The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him to
death.’” 'While the penalty for adultery in the law of Moses was
death yet it would appear from Ezek. xvi. 40, that stoning was tho
form in which the sentence was carried out in later times.
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desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be saved.
For I bear them record that they have g zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s
righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteous-
ness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of
God ” (Rom. x. 1-3).  All the zeal, even of one who could say,
as touching the law blameless, was not only in vain but culpable
inasmuch as there was not a submission to God’s way of salvation.
Earnestness, sincerity and activity about the things of God out-
wardly unless there is truth in the inward parts will never take
the place of that submission to God’s way of salvation that is
required of us if we are to be saved.

In the foregoing paragraphs we have culled a few examples
from Holy Scripture in which that which is generally known as
zeal is weighed in the balances of the sanctuary. These things
were written aforetime for our learning and while no reverent
reader of Seripture will ever delight in exposing the failings
of God’s servants or make them an excuse for their own short-
comings yet they are recorded there for our warning and if we
are so-minded as to think that they should never be referred to
or spoken about we are going perilously near to arraigning the
wisdom of the Holy Ghost for setting up these lighthouses on
the rocky coasts of time. We conclude as we began, zeal for
the glory of God is a beautiful thing and there are a thousand
fields in which it may be eultivated but alas! alas! when weighed
in the unerring balances of the sanctuary how few of us know
what it really means and as one thinks of one’s efforts the words
of the Saviour come home with force to the conscience—* So
likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are
commanded you, say, we are unprofitable servants : we have done
that which was our duty to do?” (Luke xvii. 10). '

Pride cannot sit so high but Justice will sit above her.—
Thomas Brooks.
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“Things Which are Most Surely Believed
Among Us.”
(Continued from page 461).

7. Tare ComiNG AGAIN OoF 7HE LORD JESUus CHRIST.

THAT the Lord is to come again is clearly taught in Seripture.

When the enraptured disciples looked steadfastly up to
heaven as they saw their Lord aseend two men stood by them in
white apparel and addressed them thus: “ Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall o come in like manner
as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Aects 1. 11). Tt is said
by one of the historians of the Jews that their hope of the
Messiah’s coming never wholly deserted them as a people in the
darkest hours of their history and surely the Chureh of Christ
has in the words of the institution of the Lord’s Supper a hope
of His coming again which she must never lose hold of. The
Apostle in his Epistle to Titus tells us that one effeet produced
by the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men is “ Looking
for that blessed hope and the glorions appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” The giving a prominent
place to this “blessed hope” does not necessarily mean that we
are pre-millenarians. The Second Coming of Christ is a doctrine
founded on. the plain teaching of Seripture and while we deny
the pre-millenarian view of the Coming being before the
millenium and His personal reign on the earth during that period
vet we hold He is to come again in the clouds of heaven, accom-
panied by His holy angels, sitting upon the throne of His glory,
to summon all flesh before Him and to pass final judgment upon
them. We have already dealt at length with the doetrine of
the Second Coming in the Magazine* as recently as last year
and we do not intend to enter into the subject again at present.
We may be permitted, however, in view of a little pamphlet that
has recently been issued under the title “100 World-Known

*Volume xxxviii, 401, 441, 486, and volume xxxix, 6, 234.

A e o B T —
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Witnesses to the Second Coming of Christ: Personal—
Premillenial ” by Hy. Pickering to point out that it is not to be
taken for granted that all who hold the doctrine of the Second
Coming are pre-millenarians. Some of the writers quoted in
support of pre-millenarianism may be pre-millenarians but their
statements go no further than saying they believe in the personal
Second Coming of the Lord which all who believe the Bible
must do. It is the same Jesus that the disciples saw ascend at
Bethany that will so come in like manner as they saw Him
ascend (Acts 1. 11).
8. Tur Day or JupaMeNtT AND THE D0OM OF THE FINALLY
IMPENITENT.

That a day is coming in which God will judge the world is
one of the clearest statements of Scripture. Even the natural
conscience, at times, proclaims this truth in the most disturbing
way for ecareless sinners. The Lord Himself whom God has
appointed to be Judge gives us a solemn account of the august
transactions and unspeakably solemn decisions of that day.
Before Him shall be gathered all nations and the work of
separating the sheep from the goats will be undertaken by the
unerring Judge. Never has there been a gathering like it—all
mankind are there small and great-—mever shall there be a
gathering like it again for a separation will take place that
Day that all eternity will never see made up. The unspeakable
solemnity of the whole scene as presented to us by the Judge
that shall preside on the Great Day is overwhelming as one thinks
of the decisions that will be announced. @ We believe that the
teaching of Scripture indicates that this Day will be when He
comes again.  Devils have no doubt but such a day is appointed
neither have they any doubt that the Lord Jesus is the appointed
Judge. No word came from the demons in the possessed to
indicate that they doubted these facts; on the other hand they
accepted them as indisputable and fixed; their only eomplaint
was “ Why art thou come to torment us before the time?” Tt
is only men who disbelieve the coming of this day yet God has
given as a sign of its coming the greatest miracle wrought in
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time—the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. In his
famous address to the Athenians the Apostle solemnly reminds
them that the times of ignorance were overlooked by God in
the past. “But now [He¢] commandeth all men everywhere to
repent : because e hath appointed a day on the which He will
judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom He hath
ordained; whereof ITe hath given assurance to all men, in that
He hath raised Him from the dead ” (Aects xwvii. 30).

No words ever uttered in this world were so awful in their
solemnity as those used by the Lord Jesus in reference to the
fate of the finally impenitent. He who so often said to sinners
“Come?” will on the Great Day say to those on His left hand
“ Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and His angels ” (Matt. xxv. 41).  And with these awful
words ringing in their ears “ these shall go away into everlasting
punishment ” (Matt. xxv. 46). An attempt has been made by
many to rid these words of their dread significance. God is
too merciful to punish sinners for ever say men who would make
us believe that they are more pitiful and compassionate than the
Son of God. “ Everlasting” means only they say to the end
of the age. This trifling with solemn things has been foreseen
by the Holy Spirit and it is significant that the word “ever-
lasting ” qualifying punishment and “eternal” qualifying life
are exactly the same in the original viz. aionion. If the punish-
ment lasts ounly to the end of the age so also does the life. But
the Russellites and followers of Judge Rutherford, with all their
quibbling, have never dared to rob the redeemed of the Lord
of a heaven that has no end. Man’s natural heart rises up in
rebellion against this doctrine and he does not hesitate to arraign
the Judge of the whole earth and pass sentence on Him. Our
natural feelings are easily played on here and the deniers of
the doctrine find thousands to whom their unscriptural teaching
makes a strong appeal. May our ears always be open to what
the Lord Jesus taught and shut to all the teaching of men,
however plausible and pleasant to our fallen nature it may be
when it manifestly contradiets His teaching.
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Nadur an Duine 'na Staid Cheithir Fillte.

(Air a leamtwinn bho t.-d., 472.)
CEANN 1.
ATH-GHINEAMHUIN.

¢¢ Air dhuibh bhi air bhur n-ath-ghineamhuin, c¢ha’n ann o shiol
truaillidh, ach neo-thruaillidh, le focal an Dé bheo agus a mhaireas
gu siorruidh.’” 1 PHEAD i. 23.

Cunnuil. Ma’s ann mar <o bhios a’ chuis, c¢ha ruig sinn a leas
aon dleasnas diadhaidh a dhéanamh' idir.  Freag. Chan ’eil am
beachd sin ceart : Chan urrainn do d’ neo-chomas-sa d’fhnasgladh
o'n dleasnas a ta lagh Dhé a ceangal ort; agus tha ni’s lugha
de chron ann thu dheéanamh do dhleasnais, no a ta ann zn
di-chuimhn a dhéanamh air.  Ach tha eadar-dhealachadh eadar
dleasnas a dhi-ehuimhneachadh, agus a bhi ’ga dhéanamh mar
a ta thusa déanamh. ’Nuair bheir duine ordugh do chlachairean
tigh a thogail: ma ni iad tur dhi-chuimhn air an obair, cha
ghabhar ri sin: ma thoisich iad air togail air an t-seann steidh
ghrod, cha mhé a thoilicheas sin: ach is éiginn doibh an t-seann
steidh a thoirt air falbh, agus togail air bunait dhaingean. Imich
thusa agus déan mar sin. Aig an am cheudna, cha ni diomhain
dhuitse, eadhon dhuitse, an Tighearn iarraidh: oir ged nach
‘eil spéis aige dhuit, feudaidh e gidheadh spéis a bhi aige d’a
ordugh féin agus maith a dhcanamh dhuit, mar a thubhradh
roimhe.

’S an dara aite, As ecugmhais ath-ghineamhuin, chan ’eil co-
chomunn ri Dia. Tha cuideachd air an talamh aig am bheil
an “comunn ris an Athair, agus ri a Mhac Tosa Criosd,”
1 KEoin i. 3.  Ach as a’ chuideachd sin tha na h-uile a ta neo-
iompaichte air an dunadh a mach; oir tha iad uile 'nan naimhdean
do Dhia, mar a chuala sibh gu farsuinn roimhe. “ A nis am
feud dithis imeachd le chéile mur bi iad réidh?’  Amos . 3.
Tha iad uile mi-naomha: agus “eciod an co-chomunn a ta aig
solus ri dorchadas, no aig Criosd ri Belial?” 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15.
Feudaidh dath agus coslas na naomhachd a bhi aca, ach tha
iad ’nan coigrich do fhior-naomhachd; agus uime sin tha iad
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gun Dia anns an t-saoghal!  Cia bronach an staid so, a bhi
dol mu ‘thimehioll dleasnais dhiadhaidh, ach gun cho-chomunn
ri Dia annta! Cha bhiodh sibh toilichte le 'ur biadh mur
beathaicheadh e sibh; no le ’ur n-eudaichean mur cumadh iad
blath sibh: Agus cionnus a dh’fheudas sibh sibh féin a thoil-
eachadh le ’ur dleasnais, fhad ’s nach ’cil iad eifeachdach gu
co-chomunn a thabhairt duibh ri Dia?

’S am treas daite, Feumaidh tu bhi air t’ath-ghineamhuin mn
‘m bi thu comasach air néamh a mhealtuinn.  Cha téid neach
do neamh ach iadsan a ta air an déanamh iomehuidh air a shon,
Col. i. 12.  Mar a bha e anns an teampull as dirde; “tha e air
a thogail de chlachaibh air an cumadh mu ’n toirear d’ a ionnsuidh
iad,” eadhon de chlachaibh bed, 1 Pead. 4. 5. “ air an oibreachadh
air son an ni cheudna,” 2 Cor. »v. 5. oir chan fheud iad a bhi
air an suidheachadh anns an togail ghlormhoir sin, ceart mar
a thainig iad 4 cloich-shlochd an naduir thruaillidh. Chan ‘eil
seudan Oir iomchuidh air son mhue, agus is ro-lugha na sin a
tha seudan gloire iomchuidh air son pheacach neo-iompaichte.
Chan ’eil bochdan 'nan luideagaibh iomechuidh air son tighean
righrean; no peacaich iomchuidh an dol a steach “do luchairt
an Righ,” a dh’ easbhuidh an “trusgain de obair ghréis,” Salm
zlv. 14,15. C6 an duine gliec a bheireadll iasg as an uisge gu
bheathachadh air 1on; no chuireadh a dliaimh a dh’ionaltradh
’s an fhairge? ’S co neo-iomechuidh as sin a tha na daoine neo-
iompaichte air son néimh, no néamh iomchuidh air an son-san.
Cha bhiodh tlachd gu brath ae’ innfe.

Cha bhiodh na daoine neo-iompaichte réidh ri néamh air son
iomadh aobhar: Mar (1.) Gur duthaich choigreach i. Is i
néamh tir dhuthehais an duine iompaichte: tha Athair ann an
néamh; is 1 'n “Terusalem a ta shuas” a mhathair, Gal. w. 26.
Tha e “air a bhreith o’n airde,” Hoin . 3. Is 1 neéamh a

dhachaidh, 2 Cor. v. 1. Tha e air an aobhar sin ’ga mheas £éin
mar choigreach air an talamh so, agus tha 'aghaidh r’a dhachaidh,
Eabh. xi. 16.  Tha deéidh aca air duthaich as fhedrr, eadhon,

duthaich néamhaidh.” Ach is e an duine neo-iompaichte “duine
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na talmhainn,” Salm x. 18. “sgriobhar ainm anns an talamh.”
Ter. zvii. 13. A nis, is dachaidh an dachaidh, ciod air bith cho
suarach ’s a bhitheas i; uime sin “ tha aire air nithibh talmhaidh,”
Philip. 4ii. 19.  Tha milseachd araidh 'nar fearann duthehais;
agus is doilich daoine tharruing uaithe, agus comhnuidh a
dhéanamh ann an duthaich choigreach. Chan ’eil ni ’sam bith
anns am md am bheil so a’ tachairt, na anns a’ chliis so; oir
bheireadh daoine neo-iompaichte thairis an eoir de néamh mur
faiceadh iad nachl nrrainn doibh na’s fhearr a dhéanamh dheth.
(2.) Chan ’eil ni ’sam bhith ’san aite sin d’ am bheil tlachd
aca, mar an ni as taitniche leis a’ chridhe fhedlmhor, Taish. xxt.
27. “Cha téid air chor ’sam bhith a steach innte ni air bith
a shalaicheas.”  ’Nuair a nochd Mahomet néamh mar ionad
toilinntinne fedlmhor, ghabhadh 1’a chreidimh le mér-chioeras;
oir is i sin an néamh a ta daoine gu nadurra a’ roghnachadh.
Nam faigheadh an duine sanntach sporain 0ir an sin, agus nam
b’ urrainn an duine soghar a thoilinntinne fedlmhor a ghealltainn
da féin an sin; dh’ fheudta an deéanamh réidh ri neéamh, agus
iomchuidh air a shon mar an ceudna: Ach do bhrigh nach ’eil
a’ chliis mar sin, ged dh’ fheudas iad focail mhaith a radh mu
timchioll, gu ecinnteach is beag a tha d’ an eridhe innte.  (3.)
Tha na} h-uile oisinn de neéamh, air a lionadh leis an ni sin, d’
am bheil beag tlachd aea-san; agus is e sin naomhachd, fior-
naomhachd, naomhachd iomlan. Nam biodh neach aig am bheil
fior fhuath do mhuie-fhedil air a chuireadh gu féisd, far am
biodh na h-uile mias de’n t-seorsa bhidh sin, ach air an deasachadh
air doighean fa leth; gheibheadh e coire do na h-uile mias air
a’ bhord, ged a chaidh na h-uile innleachd a ghnathachadh gu’n
déanamh blasda. Ts fior, gu bheil aoibhneas naomh e: tha
toilinntinne ann an neéamh, ach is toilinntinne naomh iad: tha
ionadan seasaidh ann an neamh, ach is ionadan naomh iad.
Dheanadh an naomhachd a ta taisbeanadh anns na h-uile aite
agus anns na h-uile ni an <in, an t-omlan a mhilleadh do 'n
mhuinntir neo-iompaichte. (4.) Ged a bhiod iad air an gitulan

do ’n ionad sin, chan e mhain guw'n atharraicheadh iad an aite,
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a bhiodh 'na bhriseadh eridhe mér dhoibh, ach dh’ atharraicheadh
ind an cuideachd mar an ceudna. Gu firinneach cha bhiodh
tlachd aca do ’n chuideachd a ta an sin, aig nach ’eil tlachd ann
an co-chomunn ri Dia an so; no aig nach ’eil meas air comunn
a luchd muinntir, gu h-araidh ann am beatha na fior dhiadhachd.
Tha méran dhaoine gun amharus, ’gan ceangal féin ris na daoine
diadhaidh air thalamh, a dh’ fhaotainn doibh féin deagh ainm,
agus a chomhdachadh griineileachd an eridhe; ach cha b’ urrainn
doibh a’ cheaird sin a chleachdamh gu ceart ’san Aite sin.  (5.)
Cha bhiodh spéis aca do m obair a ta ann an neéamh tha cho
beag suim aca dhi a nis.. Bhiodh obair nan naomh, an sin ’na
h-uallach do-ghitilan doibh, do bhrigh nach ’eil i taitneach &
an nadur. A bhi a’ caitheamh an aimsir, ann am beachdachadh,
ann an gabhail iongantais, agus ann am moladh an Ti sin a
ta 'na shuidhe air an righ-chathair agus an Uain, bhiodh sin
‘na obair neo-fhreagarach, agus uime sin neo-thaitneach do anam
neo-nuadhaichte. ’S an dite mu dheirecadh, Gheibheadh iad an
coire so do’n obair, gu bheil { a’ mairsinn gu siorruidh. Bhiodh
so 'na bhoinne marbhtach innte dhoibh.  Cionnus a dhéanadh
jadsan a ta nis a’ meas 14 na Sabaid 'na h-uallach, curn suas le
Sabaid shiorruidh a chaithe anns na néamhaibh?

’S an aite mu dheireadh, Feumaidh tu a bhi air t’ath-ghinea-
mhuin mu’n téid do leigeadh a steach do néamh, Eoin #i. 3. Chan
’eil néamh ann as a h-cugmhais.  Ged fheudadh daoine fedlmhor
blas a bhi aca air na nithean sin uile, a ta déanamh néamh cho
neo-fhreagarach dhoibh; gidheadh chan fhuilingeadh Dia dhoibh
gu brath teachd an sin.  Air an aobhar sin is éiginn duibh
a bhi air bhur breith a ris, no c¢han fhaie sibh néamh gu brath;
bithidh sibh air bhur sgrios gu siorruidh. Oir (1.) Tha litir
dhruididh a muigh nur n-aghaidh ann an ctirt nan néamh, agas
an aghaidh na h-nile a ta d’ ur gné: “Mur beirear duine a
ris, ehan fheud e rioghachd Dhé fhaiecinn,” Foin #i. 3. Ann
an so tha bacadh air a chur roimhibh nach urrainn daoine agus
ainglean ag ghluasad. Agus a bhi ag altrum dochais dol do
néamh an aghaidh na binn chumhachdaich so, is e sin a bhi ag
altruny dochais gu ’n toir Dia ’fhocal air ais, agus gu ’n cuir e
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ou mor
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ctl 11 fhirinn agus a cheartas gu sibhse a thearnadh: ni
is mé na dochas a bhi agaibh gu gun treigear an talamh air
bhur sonsa, agus gu'm bi a” charraig air a gluasad as a h-aite.
(2.) As eugmhais ath-ghineamhuin chan ’eil naomhachd. TIs e
sin “an nuadh dhuine, a tha air a chruthachadh ann am fior
naomhachd,” FKph. iv. 24.  Agus chan ’eil ncamh as eugmhais
naomhachd : “ Oir, as eugmhais naomhachd chan fhaic neach
air bith an Tighearn,” Eabh. xii. 14. Am bi geatan nan
neamhnaidean air am fosgladh, a leigeadh chon agus mhunc a
steach? Cha bhi, tha 'n cOmhnuidh-san, an taobh a muigh,
Taish. axii. 15.  Cha ghabh Dia a steach an leithide sin maille
ris gu co-chomunn naomh an so; agus an gabh e steach iad
do’n ionad as ro-naoimhe 'na dhéidh so?  An gabh e eclann
an diabhuil, agus an toir e dhoibh suidhe maille ris air a chathair?
No an toir e an neo-ghlan do’n bhaile, aig am bheil a shriidean
de or fior-ghlan?  Na bithibh air bhur mealladh, chan ’eil ann
an gras agus gloir ach da thinne de’n aon slabhruidh, a cheangail
Dia ri chéile, agus cha chuir duine ’sam bith as a chéile iad.
Chan ’eil neach air a shuidheachadh ’s a’ Pharas ta shuas, ach
a mach 4 altrum a ghriis ’san t-saoghal so.  Ma bhios sibh mi-
naomhg am feadh a ta sibh ’san t-saoghal so, bhithidh sibh gu
siorruidh truagh ’san t-saoghal a ta ri teachd. (3.) Tha na
daoine neo-iompaichte uile as cugmhais Chriosd, agus uime sin
air dhoibh a bhi gun dochas, fhad ’s a tha iad anns an staid
sin, Eph. 4. 12.  An ulluich Criosd aite-comhnuidh gloire ar
an son san a dhiult gabhail ris 'nan eridheachan? Chan ulluich,
nach an a ni ¢ gaive ri 'n leir-sgrios a ta nis a’ cur uile chomh-
airlean an nco-bhrigh? Guath-fhocail i. 25, 26.  °S an aite mu
dheireadh, Tha coimhcheangal nco-atharruichte eadar staid neo-
iompaichte agus damnadh, ag éirigh a nadur nan nithe an féin,
agus o ordugh neéimh, a ta suidhichte agus neo-chaochlaideach,
mar bheannta Umha, Eoin. iii. 3. Rom. viti. 6. “ Oir an inntinn
fhedlmhor, is bas 1.7  Is i staid neo-iompaichte, ceud-toiseach
ifrinn!  TIs 1 sgrios siorruidh i, ’na ceud-fhas, a’ fas gach
14, ged nach ’eil thu ’ga bhreithneachadh; tha iomadh aghaidh
mhaiseach anns a’ bheatha so air am bheil dath a’ bhais.
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’ deanamh daoine iomchuidh air

Tha truaillidheachd nadur a
a bhi 'nan luchd eo-pairt de oighreachd na muinntir a ta air an
damnadh, an iomall dorchadais! (1.) Tha'n cridhe cloiche an
taobh a stigh dhiot, 'na chudthrom a chuireas fuidhe thu: Mar
a theid clach gu nadurra le leathad, mar sin, tha'n cridhe cruaidh
cloiche ag aomadh a stos gus an t-slochd gun iochdair. Tha
sibh air bhur cruadhachadh an aghaidh achmhasain: ged tha
bhur cunnart air innseadh dhuibh, gidheadh chan ’eil sibh ’ga
fhaicinn, c¢ha chreid sibh e!  Ach cuimhnichibh, air bhi do ’n
choguis a nis air a losgadh mar le iarrunn, gu bheil e 'na roimh-
chomhara truagh air losgadh siorruidh. (2.) Tha bhur neo-
thorachd fuidh mheadhonnan nan gras, 'gur deanamh iomchuidh
air son tuagh breitheanais Dhé, Mat. wii. 10.  “Ge b’ e erann
nach toir a mach toradh maith, gearrar e, agus tilgear ’san teine

0.7’

Tha gheug a ta air erionadh 'na connadh air son an teine,
Koin iv. 6. Criothnaichibh roimhe so, sibhse a ta déanamh tair
air an t-soisgeul.  Mur bi sibh leis an t-soisgeul air bhur
déanamh iomechuidh air son neéimh, bithidh sibh “ cosmhuil ris
an talamh fhalamh, a tha toirt uaith droighinn agus drisean;
fagus do mhallachadh; d’ an deireadh a bhi air a losgadh. (3.)
Tha na gluasadan ifrionnail inntinn, a ta ’gan taisbeanadh féin
ann am mi-naomhachd caithe-beatha, ag ullachadh a’ chiontaich
air son duthaich an uwamhais!  Bithidh aig caithe-beatha mi-
naomh, crioch thruagh :  “ Cha scalbhaich iadsan a ni an leithide
sin rioghachd Dhé mar oighreachd,” Gal. ». 21. Smuainichibh
air so, sibhse mhuinntir gun urnuigh, sibhse luchd-fanoid air
diadhachd, sibhse luchd-mallachaidh agus mionnachaidh, sibhse
luchd na neo-ghloine, agus a dhaoine eucorach, aig nach ’eil
wrrad de bheusan na modhalachd as a chumas sibh o bhreugan,
o mhealltaireachd agus o ghadachd! Ciod an seorsa craoibhe
a shaoileas sibh 1 bhi air am bheil na measan sin a’ fas? An
craobh fireantachd i, a shuidhich an Tighearna?  No nach
craobh 1, a ta fasachadh na talmhainn, a spionas Dia a nios
gu connadh do theine fheirge?

Ri leantwinn.
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Literary Notices.

George Miiller: The Man of Faith by Frederick G. Warne.
Glasgow : Pickering and Inglis, Bothwell Street. Price 2/-.

This is an -interesting addition to the series of Bright
Biographies issued at a remarkably low price. The story of
George Miiller and his extraordinary faith and the work he was
enabled to do at Bristol is one of the marvels of religion in
modern times. Many of our readers who may be familiar with
his life-story would probably like to refresh their memories by
reading that story over again. To all such and to those who
have never read the life of this wonderful man this book at
such a low price and in which the story is interestingly told
offers a golden opportunity of hecoming acquaint with one of
the heroes of faith. George Miiller was a Plymonthist and a
pre-millenarian but we are not to be understood in commending
the above hook that we are in sympathy with these views or
with others held by Miiller.

Leabhar Aithghearr nan Céist l¢ Foin Domhnullach,
Ministeir ann an Sgire na Toisigheachd. Glascho: Alasdair
MacLabhruinn agus a Mhie, Sraid BEarraghaidheal.

This is an excellently printed edition of the Shorter Catechism
in Gaelic issued by our Glasgow agents at 2d each. Our Gaelic-
speaking readers will find it most useful in instructing the young
whose mother tongue is Gaelic. Messrs. Maelaren have Gaelie
Bibles and Psalm-hooks in stock and any of our readers in search
of Gaelic religious books would do well to write them.

Notes and Comments.

Protest Meeting against the Teaching of Evolution in
Schools and Colleges.—A meeting presided over by Sir
Ambrose Fleming was recently held in Essex Hall, Strand,
London, with the purpose of launching a protest against the
teaching of organic evolution as a scientific truth.  Sir Ambrose
Fleming said that of late years the Darwinian anthropology had
been forced on public attention by nwmerous books or highly
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illustrated periodicals in such fashion as to ereate a belief that
it was a certainly settled scientific truth, and any objections to
it were treated as the result of ignorance or bigotry. The fact
that many eminent naturalists did not agree that Darwin’s theory
ol speecies produetion had been sufficiently established as a truth
was generally repressed. A resolution was passed at the meeting
protesting against the continued teaching of the theory of
evolution in the schools and colleges and pulpits of Great Britain
and the Dominions on the ground that it was not established as
a selentific truth.  The resolution is good so far but we would
have preferred i[ it said that evolution strikes at the very
foundations of the Christian faith and ought to be opposed for
this reason. It is high time something was being done to count-
eract the instilling of this subtle and dangerous poison into the
minds of the young in our schools and colleges.  The bold
assurance with which the advocates of Evolution and the Iligher
Criticism state their views is ready to sway the minds of the
uninstructed young. It would be a good thing if an anti-
Evolution League could be formed so that the serious nature of
Evolution as an attack on the Christian faith might be proclaimed
with no hesitating voice.

Roman Catholic Leakages.—We are accustomed to think
that Roman Catholics are noted for their loyalty to their Church
and that the flock are not given to straying from its fold. This,
however, while the truth, is not the whole truth if we are to
judge from what Dr. Forbes, Rector of St. Peter’s Roman Catholie
College, Bearsden, Glasgow, said recently in a speech to Duntocher
Catholic Truth Society. “ We are told,” he said, “ that what
applies to England applies to Scotland.  Priests in England
tell us that in industrial centres thirty per cent. of the Catholic
population never go to church; another thirty per cent. go off
and on, probably simply making their Easter Duties, and the
remaining thirty per cent. are good practising Catholies.  As
a rule fifty per cent. make their Easter Duties. Is that true
of Scotland? T am afraid it is. There are slum distriets in
our industrial centres where you will get as many as forty to
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sixty families in a street, nominally Catholic. =~ How many of
these sixty families would be practising their religion? Probably
about eighteen or nineteen; the rest go down the seale until you
find a great many who do not practise religion at all.  Yet they
are mnominally Catholic. We must, therefore, conclude that
there is no doubt that in Scotland and England as well as in
America, in all industrial centres, in the Catholic population
there is a great percentage that must be termed by the word
leakage; in other words they are rotten branches.” Dr. Forbes
should be reminded that the branches were rotten before they
were broken off.  His statement, that in the slum distriets in our
industrial eentres you will find forty to sixty Roman Catholie
families in a street, is significant.

A Eucharistic Congress in Edinburgh.—The Church of
Rome believes in pomp and show. It is an “exhibitionist ”
having a strong desire to show itself and to win the applause
of the ecrowd. Tts great Eucharistic Congress are all staged to
produce effect and to extend the impression made it is now
resorting to local Eucharistic Congresses.  One of these, accord-
ing to St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Magazine as quoted by the
Evening Dispatch (Edinburgh) is to be held in Edinburgh from
June 23rd to 25th.  “The Holv See,” states the Magazine,
“desiring to see these manifestations of faith in the Blessed

Sacrament multiplied more and more, even in places where the
temporal resources of religion are lneking, has encouraged Con-
gresses on a smaller scale, which nre known as Local Congresses.

Accordingly, such Congresses arc increasing every year.”  The
days were when such outward displays would not he tolerated
in a eity in which martyr blood (lowed in its streets. We may
have something more to say about this ¢ display ” later on. Give
Rome an inch and it will not he content with a mile.

Church Notes.

Communions.—April—irst  Sabbath, Portnalong; second,
Lochgilphead; third, Greenock; fourth, Glasgow and Wick.
May—DFirst Sabbath, Kames and Oban; second, Dumbarton;
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third, Edinburgh.  June—First Sabbath, Applecross, Tarbert
(Harris), and Coigach; second, Shieldaig; third, Uig (Lewis),
Helmsdale, Lochearron, Glendale, and Dornoch; fourth, Gairloch
and Inverness. South African Mission—The following are the
dates of the Communions :—Last Sabbath of March, June, Sep-
tember, and December. Note—Notice of any additions to, or
alterations of, the above dates of Communion should be sent
to the Editor.

London Communion Services.—The following services
have been arranged in connection with the Communion (21st
April) in the London Congregation; Thursday (18th April) at
7 p.m., (English). Friday, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic); 7 p.m., (English).
Saturday, 3.30 p.m. (English). Sabbath, 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.,
(English); 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic). Monday, 7 p.m. Services are
held every Sabbath at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. (English) and 3.45
p.m. (Gaelic) and the Weekly Meeting on Wednesday at 8 p.m.,
in Eeccleston Hall, Eecleston Street, Buckingham Palace Road,
Vietoria, S.W.  The Rev. M. Gillies, Stornoway, is expected
(D.V.) to conduct the Communion services.

Notice to Magazine Subscribers.—Subscribers are respect-
fully reminded that their subseriptions for 1935-36 are now due
and Mr. John Grant, 4 Millburn Road, TInverness, will feel
obliged by an early remittance. The annual subseription is 3s. 9d.
(including double July number), post free, paid in advance.
Subseribers are requested to read the instructions on p. ii. of
the cover of the Magazine and to state whether they are new
or former subscribers when sending their subseriptions.

Notice to Congregational Treasurers.—Congregational
Treasurers are reminded that copies of their financial statements,
duly audited, are to be sent to the Clerks of Presbyteries, under
whose jurisdiction their congregations are.

Collection for April.—The Collection (first) for the Home
Mission Fund (Missionaries and Catechists) is to be taken up
this month.
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Notice to Clerks of Kirk-Sessions and Deacons’ Courts.
—Clerks are hereby reminded that their records, with Communion
Rolls, are to be sent for examination to the Clerks of Preshy-
teries under whose jurisdiction their congregations are not later
than the end of April. Sufficient to cover return postage
should accompany the records.

Acknowledgment of Donations.
Mr. John Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treas-
urer, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations—

Sustentation Fund.—Miss C. R. Peebles, £1; R. C., Toronto,
Canada, £2; Friend, West Suisnish (o/a Raasay), 10s; Friend,
Castletown (o/a Wick), 5s.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—Vancouver Congr., 1st Collection
in the year, per Mr. Hugh Mackay, £10; Vancouver Sabbath
School, per Mr. Hugh Mackay, £10; “UM.,” 10s; Anonymous,
Kilmarnock, £1; Friend of the Cause, Melrose, 10s; Mrs. McK,,
Ballifeary Road, Inverness, per Mr. F. Beaton, 10s.

Organisation Fund.—Mrts, C. ‘M., Simcoe, Ontario, £1.

Winnipeg Church Building Fund—Rev. F. Mcleod, Dornoch,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—A
Friend. 10s; Friend, Dundee, 10s,

The following lists have been sent in for publication :—

Applecross Manse Building Fund.—Mr. M. Gillanders, acknow-
ledges with sincere thanks Collecting Card per Miss M.
Mackenzie, Corary, Glenelg, £2 17s 6d; Mr. A. G., Stornoway,
£1, per Mr, John MacAulay, Missionary.

Daviot Church Building Fund.—-Rev, E. Macqueen, Inverness,
acknowledpges with grateful thanks a donation of £5 from Mr.
and Mrs. A. I, 18 Crown Street, Inverness; Friend, Dundee,
10s, per General Treasurer.

Edinburgh Manse Purchase Fund—Mr. A. MacAulay, 20
Leamington Terrace, Edinburgh, acknowledges with grateful
thanks the following donations: —Friend, Abroad, £1; Wellwisher,
per Rev. N. McIntyre, 5s.

Greenock Manse Purchase Fund.—Rev. James McLeod, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—N. McP,
Glasgow, £6 10s; A Thank-offering, 5s.

London Church Building Fund—Dr. M. G. Tallach, East
Dulwich, acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of 10s,
from Anon., Lochinver, per General Treasurer.

Plockton Church Building Fund.—Mr. Alex. Gollan, acknowledges
with grateful thanks a donation of £1, from a Friend, Glasgow,
per Mr, D. Matheson, Missionary. o

Islivig Mission Home Fund. Mr. M. Macleod, P.O, Islivig,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—]J.
McR.,, 2 Mangersta, 5s; M. M., No. 8 Mangersta, 4s; D. M,
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No. 12, 10s; J. B, No. 13, £1; Collected at Aird, Uig, £3 10s;
Collected at Ardvoil, #£2 11s; at Breanish, £2 18s; Anon, Man-
chester, per Rev. R, MclInnes, £1.

Tallisker (Skye) Mission House.—Mr. D, MacSween, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—Portree
Congregation, Collecting Card per Miss M. Mackinnon, Redcliffe,
£18 15s; Collecting Card per Miss M. Nicolson, Beiness, £3 10s;
Collecting Card per Miss B. Mackenzie, Badachro, £3; Collecting
Card per Mr. D. Morrison, Beekrivig, Harris, £5 4s 6d; Two well-
wishers, 10s; Friends, Partick, per Mrs. MacSween, 10s.

Uig (Stornoway) Manse Building Fund—Rev. R. McInnes,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—Mrs.
D. McL., Ardvoil, £1; Nurse M., Uig, £I.

Wick Manse Purchase Fund.—Rev. R. R. Sinclair, acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations:—A Thank offering,
5s; Miss G. S., Halkirk, 10s; Friend, Wick, 10s.

South African Mission, Clothing Fund.—Mrs. Miller, 7 West
Bank Terrace, Wick, acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation
of 5s, from A Friend, Scourie, post-mark.

The Magazine.
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