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II.-REv. ALEXANDER MACLEOD, ROGART.

ALEXANDER MACLEOD, the subject of this sketch, was
. born at Balachladich, Stoer, in 1786. It would appear that

in his boyhood,when he was only fifteen years old, the Holy
Spirit dealt with him savingly. And the work begun at this early
age was deepened and strengthened by the preaching of the Word
and the -fellowship of God's people at Communion seasons in
Ferintosh.

In reviewing God's goodness to him in the past, Mr. Macleod
makes reference in his diary to his early years. "Give a
retrospective view, 0 my immortal soul," he writes, "to Jehovah's
wonderful care' of thee since you came to the world. When eight,
nine,. and ten years of age, think of the instances you remember
in which the law of nature was checking you then, when you
committed any actual sin-Sabbath or week day-though you were
then a stranger to grace. Think of how early you were put to
school in a remote district of the country, but under the religious
instruction of pious parents and teacher. Think how circum­
spectly they watched over your education and morals during your
years of minority, and consider how strictly for your benefit-as
well as for their own comfort and salvation-they regarded the
laws of God and man, and trained you to pay a reverential ~egard

to the former, and due respect to the latter, as thy Lord commands.
Consider, 0 my soul, the first religious impressions you had under
the means of grace, the places in which you felt these impressions
so powerful that you could not well command yourself, when
between the years of 15 and 18. Remember the time of private
prayer in the fielc). at Duirinish * (Lord Reay's country.), also at

jfree ~resb~teriatl
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Dllapool and ,Reef, in Lochbroom, when you were made as a
fountain of unceasing tears and love that could not be stopped in
the presence of thy God. Remember the feast you had in
Dingwall, on a sacramental occasion, when you could not deny
that you got Benjamin's portion of 300 pieces of silver and five
changes of raiment, when the rest of the brethren were more
scantily supplied" (Free Presbyterian Magazine, iii., 136, 137).

On reaching manhood, he entered on the usual course of study
in preparation for the ministry. It would appear that about this
time he came under the influence of Norman Macleod,* who

. afterwards went out to Cape Breton and became minister of a
congregation there. Notwithstanding the fact that Mr. Macleod
was strongly recommended by the Rev. John Kennedy, afterwards
of Killearnan, the Presbytery of Tongue, when he appeared
before them for license, took notice of Mr. MacLeod's sympathies
with Norman MacLeod's views, as the following minute shews :­
"They had been informed that he did at one time join a certain
party or religious sect in the parish of Assynt, who had openly
and avowedly seceded from the Established Church of Scotland,
and regarding his having renounced the peculiar tenets of said
party. To which he answered, that with a conscience void -of
offence he was able to declare his firm attachment to the Church
of Scotland, and also his having wholly renounced the party which
he once joined" (Tongue Presbytery Register, 19th October, 1818).
On making this acknowledgment, he was licensed by the
Presbytery. In the following year (1819) he was ordained
minister of the Gaelic Chapel, Dundee, and in 182I he was
translated to Cromarty.

What success his ministry had in these places we are not in a
position to say. In his next charge, Dig, Lewis, however, there
was an extraordinary blessing on his labours. His induction as
parish minister of Dig took place in 1824. This was the first
appointment of an evangelical minister in the Island. Prior to
this the people of Lewis were in great spiritual darkness, and from
the account given by Mr. Campbell in his biographical sketch of
Mr. MacLeod, in the Disruption Worthies of the Highlands (page
223), the spiritual .state of the people was dark indeed. As an
illustration, he writes as follows :-" It may be stated that the

* The Rev. Norman MacLeod was a very remarkable man in many ways.
In 1851 he sailed in a vessel built by himself and many of his Cape Breton
congregation, to Australia, where he remained for two years. He then went
to New Zealand, and, finally settled in the district of Waipu, about seventy
miles north of Auckland, where he died in 1866, at the age of eighty-six. It
is said that the life and doctrine of a certain class of ministers in the Church of
Scotland was the cause of his separation from the Church of his fathers. There
'is a short account of his Cape Breton ministry (with portrait) in the Presby­
terian Witness (Diamond Jubilee Number, December. 1908), and of his New
Zealand ministry in the History of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand
(pp. 78.80). Mr. MacLeod's own ecclesiastical views are set forth in a volume
of tractates, The Present Churc/, of Scotland and a Tint of Norlllanism, con­
tending in a Dialogue.
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natives of. Dig, being located for the most part on the western
shore of Lewis, and thus facing the Atlantic, had, in days when
lighthou'ses and Lloyds' agents were unknown, frequent experience
of the material benefit accruing to them on the occurrence of a
wreck on their 'dangerous CO'lsts. The writer has never heard
them accused of using any positive measures to further such a
catastrophe, unless it can be considered that petitions addressed
to the Supreme Being might prove to be such. For, however
strange it may appear, at the first prayer meeting which' Mr.
MacLeod attempted to hold at Dig, one of the former elders
actually offered a request that a wreck should be cast ashore in
the neighbourhood;. while another elder, referring to the death'of
our Lord as a misfortune, used strong expressions of deprecation
of its having at all occurred." This is not quoted with the purpose
of exposing the nakedness of the land, but to show the state of
things before the Gospel appeared marching triumphantly through
the Island. Though the Lewis parishes had been supplied with
ministers for many generations, yet they were of the "moderate"
type, and vital godliness was unknown. Family worship was not
observed, and superstition abounded. All and sundry, when
they reached a certain age, became communicants. When Mr.
MacLeod became minister of Dig, there were eight or nine
hundred communicants in the congregation.

Mr. MacLeod's own words, as given in his diary, describing the
condition of things bring home to a reader better than anything
th~ low moral state of his parishioners. "The first month I
laboured among this people," he says, "I observed that they
were extremely attentive to the preaching of the Word. But the
truth made no visible impression on them. They seemed to be
much afraid, and astonished at the truths delivered. You would,
at the same time, rea,d in their appearance that they were at a loss
·to upderstand what they were hearing. Having commenced to
examine several of the parents previous to my dispensing the
ordinance of baptism to them, I found that they (with very few
exceptions) were grossly ignorant of the truths of Christianity as
revealed in God's Word. In questioning them respecting the
covenants of work and grace, they acknowledged that they were
perfectly ignorant of the origin, nature, and systems of both.
There were but few among them that could tell me the names of
our first parents, of Noah, or of any of the patriarchs and prophets,
and but few could tell of the nature of our Lord's mission, and the
names of His disciples and their history. In asking how many
sacraments Christ appointed, the answer in general was that He
instituted seven. When I enquired their hope of salvation as to
its grounds and foundation, good conduct and doing the 'best we
could was the answer, and with regard to their expectation of
heaven, they said it would be a wonderful favour to be somewhere
else upon the borders of that happy place, though not admitted
to the society of the holy. By such Interviews, I have at once
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discerned their copsummate ignorance of true religion, and that
polluted remains of Popery, since it was the religion in this place,
was t~e only notion they had of Christianity. Swearing, lies, and
stealing were very common vices in the land, notwithstanding
they were in general kind and obliging, and but few instances of
drunkenness and uncleanness amo~g them. After discovering the
gross ignorance that· universally prevailed in the parish, I found
that I would require to begin the very first principles of Christianity
with them, and to make it my great care and study how to come
to a level with their urttutored capacities, so as to render the truths
delivered intelligible to them" (Free Presbyterian Magazine, iii.,
57, 58).

His preaching was very different from that to which they had
been accustomed. His activity as a pastor was shewn in instituting
prayer meetings, and planting schools throughout the parish. The
teachers who taught in these schools were men of piety, and some
of them became noted ministers in after years. Among these
may be mentioned Rev. John Macrae (MacRath Mor), Rev. John
Finlayson, Rev. Peter MacLean, and Rev. Alexander MacColl.

In view of the spiritual ignorance of the people, Mr. MacLeod
decided not to administer the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
during the first year of his ministry. And when the ordinance
was at length observ.ed, the communicants had dwindled down
to six.

This is Mr. MacLeod's account of the first Communion held
after his settlement at Uig:--"Uig, 25th June, 1827.-Yesterday
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered in this place,
and much of the presence of the Lord appeared in the congrega­
tion. There were from 800 to 1,000 communicants formerly in
the parish, there being a habit of indiscriminate Communion.
This is the first occasion we had the Communion here in my time,
and only six individuals have come forward to the Lord's Table.
There were no more than twenty comumnicants in all. The whole
of i:he unworthy communicants kept back, and a great many of
our young converts did not take upon them to come forward. The
congregation was much impressed through the whole day. When
the elements were presented, there appeared as a shower of revival
from the presence of the Lord through the whole congregation,
and in serving the first and second tables (there being two tables
only), the heavenly dew of graCious influences was evidently falling
down on the people in so conspicuous a manner that, not only the
friends of Christ, but also the enemies of the Lord, cannot forget
an occasion and a scene so singularly remarkable, in which all
acknowledge that God was of a truth among us. But all this
might be called the commencement of what happened afterwards,
for when our young converts saw the uncommon liberty that was
granted to the pastors in addressing those who sat at the table,
they were still more impressed and filled, as it were, with new wine.
and holy solemnity. Much disappointment now appeared among
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several of them that they had not taken out tokens, and so were
not prepared to come forward. Pungent conviction, towards the
evening, took hold of some of them for not obeying Christ's
command. It was a night ever to be remembered in this place,
in which the whole of it was spent in religious exercises, whether
in private or together with others, in cases mingled with unusual
instances of joy and sorrow. While these things were carried on,
the ungodly themselves were in tears, and iniquity for a time
dwindled into nothing, covered her brazen face, and was greatly
ashamed. On Monday, many felt sadly disappointed when they
saw that the ungodly had kept back from the table, and when
they perceived that the Lord's people were so greatly refreshed in

I commemorating His death, that they did not timeously prepare
for the duty, and that, after the Lord in every w",y cleared the way
for them, they were not ready. This circumstance caused much
sorrow, and more so as there is no doubt but some supposed that
some of the most promising of the Lord's people would not com­
municate at this time. But when they saw that those went forward,
and that they themselves were not ready, and when they were
convinced then in their consciences that they were led to follow
the example of men than sincere regard to Christ's command and
the commemoration of His dying love, the whole circumstances of
the case came home with peculiar force to their consciences, and
they were humbled low in the dust. But this prepared their souls
for receiving the excellent sermon preached by the Rev. Mr.

. MacDonald [FerintoshJ on the following day, from John xvi., 22­

, And ye now therefore have sorrow, but I will see you again, and
your hearts shall rejoice.' The Lord's people were greatly
impressed and refreshed by this sermon; and they descended
from the mount with songs and praises" (Free Presbyterian
Magazine, iii., 135, 136).

Dig had become a well-watered garden, and the fewness of the
communicants was an indication of how completely the people's
minds had been changed as to their duty in sitting at the Lord's
Table. People gathered from all parts of the Island, and extra­
ordinary interest was awakened in divine things. Four years after
Mr. MacLeod's induction, it is said, that 9,000 people were
present at Dig Communion. The spirit of prayer and supplication
was given to the people, and in dispersing from the public means
of grace, they met in private, and poured out their hearts to God.
This change affected not only the devotional habits of the people,
but shaped and fashioned their whole conduct. "They are an
extraordinary people," is the testimony of a naval officer;." one
cannot but be struck with their honesty, kindness, and sobriety.
I think I have never seen a drunk person out of the town. One
hears of religion elsewhere, but one sees it here in everything."
The Rev. John Macrae (MacRath Mor) testified that the finest
moral spectacle he had ever witnessed during his whole career was
that of the congregation of Dig under the pastorate of the Rev.
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Alexander MacLeod (Disruption Worthies of the Highlands,
p. 229)·

The work thus begun by God in so many hearts was not like
man's work, for it continued, and through the preaching of Mr.
MacLeod, Mr. Finlayson, and Mr. Finlay Cook, many souls were
awakened to real concern. God opened the windows of heaven,
and poured down a rich and abundant blessing on th,e dried and
parched wilderness, and made it blossom as a garden of the
Lord.

At the Disruption Mr. MacLeod joined the Free Church, and
in 1844 was translated to Lochalsh, where he laboured for three
years. In 1846 he was translated to Rogart, where he finished
his course, after labouring there for twenty-three years. He died
13th November, 1869, greatly beloved and honoured by a people
who respected him as a true minister of Christ. Even to this day,
notwithstanding the chilling indifference that is spreading over the
land, the memory of Mr. MacLeod is revered in the parish, where
he spent so many years. And if the same success did not attend
his preaching in Rogart as in Dig, yet, there can b.e no doubt of
the impression his ministry made on his hearers.

In concluding this brief sketch of this noted preacher of the /
Gospel, one cannot help expressing regret that we are not in
possession of much material to illustrate Mr. MacLeod's teaching.
Fortunately, however, there is a sermon of his in print (Free
Presbyterian Magazine, xi., 5), preached at an ordil)ation. The
text is-" Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue
in them; for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them
that hear thee" (1 Tim. iv. 16), and the divisions are :-1. The
exhortations of the text; n. The promises by which they are
enforced.

In expounding the first exhortation-" Take heed unto thyself"
-he notices six particulars. (1) Take heed that you be a' sound
be\i'ever, that you have been convinced and converted, and that
you are making progress in the divine life. (2) Take heed that
you be a called and sent minister to witness the things yOil have
seen and felt. If the Lord does not send ministers, they shall not
proijt the people. The profitable minister is he who can say,
"Lord, thou hast sent m€; therefore go with me; bless me and
make me successful." (3) Take heed you be an exercised
minister-not satisfied with systematic and orthodox views merely,
but coming forth in the fulness of the blessings of the Gospel of
Christ, speaking from the heart to the heart, and bringing out of·
the treasure "things new and old." (4) See that there be
~onscientious diligence 5n all t~e means for attaining fitness for
this great work. "Till I come give attendance to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrine. Meditate upon these things; give thyself
wholly to them, that thy profiting may apRear to all." (5) See
that you will have the glory of God, and the salvation of souls in
yiew. (6) See that you watch in all things; be on your guard
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against every temptation, every external and internal enemy, that
your conversation be such as becometh the Gospel, and that you
walk with' circumspection, worthy of the vocation by which you are
called.

In regard to the second exhortation, he says :-" Under the
teaching of the Spirit, he will 'give heed to the doctrine'; he will
be enabled to declare' the whole counsel of God' and to ' contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.' He will not
be carried about by every wind of doctrine, nor teach every kind
of doctrine to his people. The ballast of grace and spiritual
understanding will enable him to weather out the wintry storms
to which he will be exposed from the world, the devil, and the
flesh, from external and internal enemies, in the dangerous voyage
of human life. Dangers and difficulties, opposition and contempt,
he must calculate upon and expect. The very nature of his
ministerial functions implies the former, and all the grandeur and
dignity of it will not exempt him from the latter. 'The truth
itself' will offend. He will be regarded as an enemy by some for
no other reason but because he tells the truth. The truth
condemns the lax conduct of the unconverted, and their
unscriptural creed founded on that conduct. To live in the
consciences of such men as a witness against them is all that is
desirable as long as they are at enmity with God. By consistency,
however, you will command their esteem, for many often deny
what they cannof disbelieve, and ridicule what they cannot but
silently revere."

On the third exhortation-" Continue in them," he says·:­
"Continue (I )in thy views; (2) in thy calling; (3) be laborious
and diligent. Continue in thy principles and work; you must not
abandon either while on earth. 'Woe is me if I preach not the
Gosp'el !' Continue to seek after greater fitness for thy work, in
prayer, reading, and meditations."

These are a few quotations from as solemn and searching an
ordination sermon as any young minister ever listened to. The
zeal it manifests for God's glory, the sober and judicious handling
of God's truth, and the searching application of it to the conscience
must leave on the mind of every serious reader the impression that
he is listening to a judicious counsellor, " a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."

In concluding this sketch, we feel it rather a difficult matter to
convey. to our readers an idea of the extraordinary place Mr.
MacLeod had in the hearts of God's people. He was esteemed
very highly for his work's sake. It was no blind hero worship, but
the love of a living people who recognised in him a true servant
of Jesus Christ, and gave him the place and respect due to his
office. As a preacher he dwelt on such truths as the glory of
Christ's person, the virtue and efficacy of His sufferings, the
perfection of His finished righteousness, and God's great love
to sinners.
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.1Rotes of a Sermon.
By THE LATE REV. LACHLAN MACPHERSON, EAST WILLIAMS,

ONTARIO.

"My sheep hear my voiCe, and I know them, and they follow me."­
JOHN x. 27.

T HESE words were spoken in reply to the question put by the
Jews as to whether He was Christ. He told them before,

but they believed not, and the reason was because they were not His'
sheep; for His sheep hear His voice, etc. Christ here sets forth
the character and privileges of His people.

I.-Their name-" My sheep." All sinners are spoken of under
the similitude of lost sheep (Isa. liii. 6). "All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned everyone to h,is own way "­
"Lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Matt. xv. 24); and the
sim,ilitude is appropriate. No animal is so apt to go astray, and
when astray it has no sense, no aptitude to find its way back.
Believers are found sheep, collected and brought back after being
scattered and lost. A few things in which they resemble sheep:

(I) They are not capable of doing for themselves. They need
the oversight of a shepherd to protect them from injury, to pre­
vent them from wandering, or bring them back when they have
wandered, and to provide for t,heir sustenance. They cannot
subsist without pasture and water, and this they cannot get
everywhere, nor provide for themselves.

(2) They are fond of being together; other animals can rove
alone through mountain and desert, etc. The sheep always keep
each other's company. If they happen to be left alone by accident,
etc., they run, they bleat, and can take no rest until they find out
the flock. Should they fall in with other flocks-goats for instance
-they cannot rest with them.

(3) They are gentle and harmless. The wicked are savage, cruel,
inclined to hurt one another-especially to hurt God's people.
They have teeth and claws like lions to tear and destroy. The
new man is tamed; the lion turned into a lamb-peaceable,
forgiving, meek, humble, etc. "Learn of me, for I am meek and
lowly in spirit." Christ was as a lamb brought to the slaul?;hter,
a,nd as a sheep is dumb before her shearers so He opened not His
mouth (Isa. liii.) They are like Christ. What an honour to be
spoken of under the same name with Christ!

(4) They are useful and valuable, all of them useful, so should
Christians be useful.

Observe, further, Christ's property in them -" my sheep."
This is a sweet word to a Christian. It is a little but a sweet
word. There are more flocks in the world than one.
" The flocks of thy companions" (Song I). But only one belongs
to God. The devil has a flock, and it is larger than Christ's,
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which is called a "little flock." You who hear me belong either
to the one or the other of these. Which?

(I) They are His by the gift of the Father in the covenant of
grace. "The sheep which Thou hast given me." They are
chosen by the Father, and given to Christ. " Thine they were
and Thou gavest them me." 0, think you what a blessedness to
be among those elect ones whom God the Father counted over
to Christ as His, that your name should be in that list! What
if it were left out! You would then wander like a lost sheep in

. the wilderness of sin until at last you fell into hell. 0, admire
•the sovereign goodwill of God, in putting your worthless name
there, without being asked to do it, and when you had nothing to
recommend you more than others, and when these were as needy
as you, and a great multitude of them, too, whose cases stood
before Him, but were left out. 0, think of the gift which the
Father gave the Son! A number of wretched sinners, worthless
in themselves, diseased; polluted, lost sheep, and which would
cost Him much to bring them back! Think on the love and con­
descension of the Son in accepting of a gift in such circumstances,
and on such terms, and think on that wonderful esteem with which
He regarded them? He always speaks of the gift as one on which
He sets a high value, and one on which He greatly delights. I
am sure you would say, it is not worth Christ's while to think so
much of you.

(2) They are His by purchase. He bought them by His own
blood. Dear purchase! He bought them off from justice. Here
is a second wonder. What are you worth, do you think, °
Christian? Surely nothing; and yet Christ gave Himself for
you. His life for your life. It was a hard bargain, and yet
Christ was willing to make it. The advantage is yours: all the
trouble and expense was Christ's. Although the Father gave you
to Him, yet not one of you either would or could come back until
He went for you. He had to search you out and bring you back
by His power. This brings us to observe, that-

(3) They are His by conquest. "He delivered them from the
power of darkness," brought them out of the house of bQndage by
a strong and lifted up arm. "Therefore will I divide him a
portion with the great, and he shall divide the ~poil with the
strong" (Isaiah liii. 12). He spoiled principalities . . led
captivity captive-conquered themselves, made them willing in a
day of His power, and hence-

(4) They are His by the covenant in which they give them­
selves voluntarily, entirely, and forever to Him. "My beloved is
mine, and I am his." A believer first gives himself" to the Lord"
to be saved, and to be His: then he gives' all that he has. He
gives himself away, a poor gift indeed, but it is all he has to give.
He is no match for Christ, but since Christ is willing to take him,
he may well give his consent.

Use.-Whatever blemishes, weaknesses, faults, etc" may be in
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any of Christ's sheep He never disowns them: He still says of
them, "My sheep." Not one of them will He leave behind,
however worthless, fel1ble, etc. He will gently lead those that
are with young; He will carry the lambs in His bosom. Some
are maimed, and not able to keep up with the rest on a journey;
Christ will stay with them. A poor tempted soul may sometimes
say, "My leanness, my leanness, I am not worthy," etc. Yet
Christ says, "My sheep." The world would not own you; the
great would not; the wise and prudent would not; and it may be
some of the sheep themselves: perhaps Abraham may be ignorant
of you, and Israel may acknowledge you not, but Christ will never'
cast off the meanest of His sheep.

n.-Their character and privileges.-It is not necessary here
to make a distinction, or divide these into separate heads, as, in
fact, their very character which is given them is itself one of their
greatest privileges. I shall therefore take up the words as they lie.

I. "My sheep hear my voice."
(I) They hear it in the way knowing it and understanding it as

-His voice. There are ears that cannot hear. The Spouse knows
the voice of her Beloved from every other voice. If a stranger
came to the fold and called the sheep by name, they would not
hear or listen to it, as if they heard nothing. The Jews saw His
miracles, heard His sayings, but saw not nor, heard Christ the
Messiah in them. 'They had no spiritual discernment, no spiritual
understanding. Sinners hear daily, and yet do not discern Christ's
voice in what they hear, because they are not of His sheep. Levi
the publican heard, and the disciples -heard, "Follow me." The
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of man, and shall live. Saul
of Tarsus heard; they that journeyed with him heard but saw no
man: they knew not Christ's voice in it: Saul did: "Lord, what
will thou have me to do?" The unconverted hear Christ's voice
in the common way, but hear nothing in it which makes it to
them His voice.

First: this implies spiritual illumination: they understand and
receive the things of the Spirit of God. They have an insight
given them of the divine mysteries of the gospel. They are all
taught of God. Secondly: it implies a readiness to obey it. It
is a voice tbat tbey like to hear and are constantly watching to
bear. Headng often signifies obeying. "Hear, and your souls
shall live," and here their hearing is placed in opposition to the
unbelief of the Jews who believed not. The soul tbat once hears
and discerns Christ's voice spiritually believes. The ear that hears
makes way for th~ word to the heart and the heart that thus feels
believes, and bence it is stated that these. sheep that hear, also
follow Him. Thirdly: it implies that they are protected thus
from the danger of being deceived by strangers ; by error-led
fl-stray by false impressions, or false doctrine. They can distiriguish
between His voice and these. Hence verse 8, "but the sheep
did not· hear them." They did not relish their sayings; did not



Notes of a Sermon by late Rev. Lach/an MacPherson. 147

follow them; and knew it .was not the· Shepherd's voice. And
verse 5, "will not follow strangers," do not know their voice-will
flee from 'them. " Abstain from every appearance of eviL"

(2) They hear His voice as a peculiar privilege conferred upon
them which none else enjoy. It is no small favor to hear Christ's
voice. 0 my fellow-sinners, who care not whether you hear it or
not, you would envy the happy lot of those friends of the
Bridegroom who hear His voice and rejoice, if you only knew the
value of the privilege, and what a severe judgment is it that Christ
does not thus make Himself known to you, while He does so to
others who sit on every side of you in th,e same church. You are
a stranger to Christ and He to you, and you heed it not because
you know Him not. How often do the saints of the Bible request
of God that they may hear His voice. This is a favor He bestows
only on a few. He is in this house, in this town, in this world
walking among the churches, but it is not the happy privilege of
all to see and hear Him. He only shewed Himself to His own
after His resurrection. So now, Christ is with the believer; He
hears His voice; "the voice of my Beloved."

(3) And how does he hear Him? First, he hears His vqice
in His word-promises, threatenings, invitations, directions, etc.
He is admitted to the King's chambers, where he has an audience.
All addressed to him. "Arise, my love, and come away." Thou
wilt follow me hereafter, because I live ye shall live also-that
where I am there ye may be also. Secondly, he hears it in Pro­
vidence. God's is voice to the city, but the man of wisdom, etc.
The wicked sometimes hear awful things which terrify them like
Saul's companions on the way to Damasc,:us: but the Christian
knows a secret which, if they knew it, would allay their fears.

(4) Now, a few things as to when he hears Him. First, by
promise in afflictions. "It is I, fear not." . . . Consolations,
a stranger intermeddleth not with. Secondly, by counsel, direction,
and light, when in perplexity. Thirdly, when at the throne of
grace in fellowship with Him. Fourthly, when at preachings and
sacraments. A word in season comes home with such power-it
suits the case. It gives relief, joy, light; it is the voice of his
Beloved. What a privilege to hear Christ's voice on a dark and
stormy night!

2. "And I know them" (see also ver. 14)' As much as to say,
" Put on as good a face as you please, you are not like my sheep;
I know them; as for you, you are strangers to me and I to you.
Ye are not of my sheep." This is a sweet w.ord to a Christian,
and well may· Christ say it, for dearly did He buy them. But
what does He mean when He, says, "I know them " ?

(I) He knows their number, and everyone of them in par­
ticular as those whom the Father gave,Him as His own, and for
whom- He shed His blood. There are secret things which belong
to God, and there are things revealed which belong to us. No
man was ever admitted into God's cabinet to look at the book
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of His eternal decrees; but Christ, who was with Him from
eternity, is acquainted with all these, and had their names given
Him before He ever appeared on earth. What one gets as his
own he will feel interested in, and know more about it than about
other things; but Christ paid a price for them, and not as a whole
merely, but for each individual: Could He but know them for
whom he travailed and agonised? _Cl Can a woman forget," etc.
(Isa. xlix. 14-16). Christ as God knows all men; He is the
searcher of the hearts (Rev. ii. Z3), but He only knows those
whom the Father gave Him as His sheep. All others, in a sense,
are strangers to Him. He does not know them. "They are
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the
covenants of promise." But

(z) Christ has certain marks to distinguish His sheep, by which
He knows them (z Timothy ii. 19). " The foundation 'of God"
-here is a hidden and a visible sign; of the former I spoke
already. Shepherds usually have marks on their sheep to know
them. There is an inward and outward sign; they are sealed by
the Holy Spirit unto the day of redemption. Now, however
difficult it may be to others to distinguish between sheep and
sheep, yet the Good Shepherd knows His own mark-visible­
life and conversation, but others feign this mark; therefore, an
invisible, a secret mark-the work of the Spirit. Examine your­
selves; if you have the latter, you will have the former. But
various ways to know-(I) by voice, (z) by countenance, (3) by
gait, manner, etc. It may be said that Christ has a mark on

. every part, member, etc., of each of His sheep-their feet, ears,
cry, look. There are- two great marks which Christ has on His
own sheep which none else has-the seal of the Spirit,
regenerated, sanctified, His own image on them, and this
manifesting itself more and more in the life; and the mark of His
own blood by which they are justified.

Use I.-Warning and reproof: (I) To such as deny that
Christ has any special knowledge of His sheep; that there is no
such thing as an elect number given to Him as His sheep, such
are Arminians. And (z) to such as feign to be His sheep, but
who are-not-hypocrites.

(I) Arminians. For whom does the Good Shepherd lay down
His life? "The sheep" (verse z). Who are the sheep? Not
all (verse z6). Christ laid down His life for the sheep, whoever
these are, and for no more. Observe the definite article, the
sheep; for them fie laid down His life, and all these He calls
His sheep, and distinguishes between the sheep and others who
were not of them (verse z6, z7, z8)-and these, "the," and
" His" sheep are saved. " I give unto them eternal life, and they
shall never perish"; but many perish, but not sheep, for they-
" never perish." •

(z) Hypocrites. "I know 'my sheep." Can you deceive
Christ? How often does He say, " I know thy works" (Rev. ii.),
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. and then, "I know you not." Will you pass for one in the flock?
Will you escape in the crowd? Will you thus creep into heaven
unnoticed'? Remember, there is a way to hell from the sheep-fold!
Remember Judas!

Use 2.-Comfort to God's people: "I know my sheep." This
is a mark of the Good Shepherd-to know His sheep. This
implies an acquaintance with them. Yes, Christ knows you,
Christian, by name as His, and He knows all that you are; He
makes a point of knowing every circumstance connected with each
of His sheep.. Some are afraid that Christ does not know nor
troubles Himself about them. They are low of stature, and
think they are hid from Him. They think He does not hear nor
rega,rd their prayer, and, although often they try to put themselves
in His way so that He may thus take some notice of them, yet
He withdraws Himself and keeps always at a distance; and, still,
they like Him and His flock, and cannot think of leaving them.
The Good Shepherd knows all the ailings, the weaknesses, the
pains, the sorrows, the trials, griefs, wanderings, and failings of
His sheep.. He knows their temptations, and He bottles all their
tears. He knows their wants, and what would do them good.
He has His eye constantly on them, and when one wanders He
brings it back: when the enemy is strong, He will rebuke him
and restrain the remainder of His wrath. 0, blessed comfort!
0, blessed Shepherd, who watches day and night, and knows
minutely the state .of each one in His flock. You might have a
friend able and willing to help you, but, if you could not make
him acquainted with your wants, his good will and ability were
both useless to you-Christ knows you, and as He does, He will
'be thinking of you. "I am poor and needy, but God thinketh
upon me" (Psalm xl.). He knows all these things-as to' their
object, cause, and tendency. He knows them, as to their distri­
bution, measure, place, continuance-and knows as to the care of
them, and management to the end,. He knows them in
sympathy, and feels for and has compassion upon them.

Think on this, Christian, Christ knows you and your enemies:
knows how to anticipate all the evils which hunt you, and knows
whatever you think, that what He does to you is that which will
do you most good. " All things work for good," etc. (Rom. viii.).
You cannot be lost. If you should wander, Christ would go and
seek you out. He could know you among a thousand others and
take you out from the very heart of other flocks. He has His own
mark on you, and knows you. The saints may not know you,
Abraham may .not, but Christ will. The world may not know
you, the stout professor may not, but Christ does. You are
engraven on the palms of His hands, and, although He hides
Himself fwm you, He does not, nay, cannot, hide you from
Himself.

3. "And they follow me." They follow Him, for they" know
his voice." They will not follow strangers, but flee from them;
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they know not their voice. There is here knowledge, confidence,
and liking, or love.
. Observe, first, they "follow." They do not go before. This
is the character of Gospel obedience. Secondly, Christ's love
goes before. The Christian's love will follow. We follow an
object we love. Christians are called to take up the cross and
follow the Lamb. Whence do they follow Him? To pastures
through the wilderness, whithersoever He goeth. How do they
follow, and in what? In heart and life, seeking to imitate Him,
and to submit to the way, whether hard or easy. :rhey follow
Him as soldiers their captain in all conflicts, from earth to heaven.

~be late IDrs. macha~, JDornocb.
T HE foHowing is a short account of the late Mrs. Margaret

Mackay, Clashmore, Dornoch, who departed this life on
Sabbath the 12th of May, 1918, aged eighty-two years:-

Mrs. Mackay (or Murray) was born at Spinningdale, parish of
Creich, Sutherlandshire, some seven years before the Disruption.
She had the privilege in her early days of attending the Gaelic
School there, where she learned to read and write. For one born
and brought up in days when many in the Highlands never
learned to read, she was a proficient scholar, and was naturally
endowed with a very intelligent disposition. Her early days
were spent at or near the place of her birth. Before the age of
twenty years, she came to reside at Clashmore, on her marriage,
and had her home there until the end. She was predeceased
by her 'husband many years.

Though there is little that can here be recorded as to the
Lord's dealings toward her, yet it is evident from what she
occasionally let fall in conversation, that she came to know com­
paratively early of her demerit in the sight of God, and of her
utter unfitness for eternity, were she removed by dell.th, without
the saving grace of faith in the Lord Jesus. It is believed that
the late Rev. Dr. Kennedy was largely instrumental in benefiting
her soul in the things of salvation. She was for many years an
earnest follower of the means of salvation, endeavouring regularly,
and in the face of many difficulties, to go as far as Dingwall and
Inverness on Communion occasions.

The following extract from a letter to a friend shows how she
desired her mind to be occupied :-" I have had some more
warnings since I heard from you. Thank God, I am better, and
I am out to-day for the first time this winter. When the
Word comes, it helps me for a while, such as Psalm lxiii. and
John i.. , verses 12-r3. The Lord is very good to me, and I hope
He will not leave me when I old and grey-headed grow. "
These lines were written on 14th March, 1918.

She suffered much during the recent winter months. It was
latterly apparent that it was only a matter of time until the 'change



The late Corporal John Mackenzie.

would come. On the second Sabbath of May, she entered into
her rest, to inherit with the Israel of God the refuge and the
provision bf Zion. " Christ was once offered to bear the sins of
many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation" (Heb. ix. 28),

To her relatives, especially her daughter, who was her main
companion up to the end, we extend our sincere sympathy in
their bereavement. D. A. MAcF.

~be late (,torporal 30bn IDacken3ie.
A BRIEF TRIBUTE BY A COllfRADE.*

OUR dear friend, John Mackenzie, gave evidence of being
. among those, concerning whom, the risen and exalted

SavIour has said, "I go to prepare a place for you." When death
took him, from amidst the turmoil of the battlefield in France on
Sabbath evening the 9th June, it put an end forever to all his
conflicts with spiritual and ~arthly foes.

Before proceeding to France, he remarked, "Whatever will
happen to my body, I have the assurance that I am safe for
eternity." In the last letter the present writer received from him,
he wrote, as follows:-

" Grace is needed to endure His afflicting hand in all patience
and long suffering. Our afflictions here are but light, compared
with the glory that shall be revealed in us hereafter. He is a
reliable God, but we must receive the grace of faith to rely and
cast ourselves on His loving bosom in the Mediator, before we
can lay our souls and bodies willingly on the altar. Oh! what a
comfort we have that we have such an Immanuel to run unto, in
all our troubles, trials, perplexities, adversities, and tempta­
tions. Though circumstances at times seem to flesh and blood
unbearable, yet my Rock is immovable, and He is always a very
present help. Oh! that my tongue could clescribe to others a
little of His love. He helps me to speak to and pray for my
comrades-in-arms; but the prayers of some of them remind me
of what the prayer of the wicked will be, on the great day of
judgment."

The voice of this soldier of the Kin~ of kings is now silent.
His body lies in a foreign land, but on the resurrection morn it
will be found clothed with heavenly beauty. To his comrades in
the trenches, and to those who heard him, in the Seaforths'
training. camp at Cromarty, preach "the unsearchable riches of
Christ," may he, "though dead, yet speak."

The men who were wont at first to take part in the Seaforths'
prayer-meetings, were gradually scattered far apart-in India,
Mesapotamia, Salonica, France. Some of them have been

* This comrade was with Corporal Mackenzie at Cromarty. A fuller
sketch will (D. v.) yet appear.-ED.
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wounded and others have gone to eternity, but still there are
those left who carry on these valuable meetings. Many say, "It
is vain to serve God," but they have found it otherwise, and to
their fellow-soldiers of all ranks, they ,cry out :-

"0 taste and see that God is good;
Who trusts in him is blessed."

Where one, who was valiant for truth, has fallen, may ten arise!
The Holy Spirit alone can fill the ranks. May it be His gracious
will to do so ! . .

"According as the days have been,
Wherein we grief have had,

And years wherein we ill have seen,
So do thou make us glad."

During my intimate acquaintance with John, I found him to
be of a very amiable and kind disposition, spiritually minded and
zealous for the glory of God and the good of immortal souls. He
would frequently be seen distributing Testaments in camp, and
accompanying them with words of admonition. He was not
ignorant of Satan's devices, and had many a sore conflict. He
was deeply sensible of sin and was made loathsome in his own
eyes, having learned by painful experience that all his goodness
was as the morning cloud and early dew, that passeth away. But
the Lord Jesus Christ was made his "all in all," and so to him to
live was Christ, and to die was gain. W. G.

'IDiar~ of tbe 'IRe". 3ameg (tal~er,
MINISTER OF CROY, INVERNESS-SHIRE. BORN, 1712; DIED, 1775·

Edited from the Original MSS., with Illustrative Notes,
. By THE LATE REV. WM. T AYLOR, M.A., STIRLING.

(Continued from page 57.)

"Saturday, 26th.-In yesterday's memorandum itwas my petition
that the Lord would let me see why He contended with me and
hid His face from me. This day I perceive that the Lord, by the
present heavy dispensation, is rebuking me in my solitude for the
little care I took to keep near Him and to solace my soul with
His presence, His countenance, and His love.while my children
were about me. This I saw in a light that was very affecting and
humbling; and, glory to His name! while I was confessing my
spiritual idolatries, shameful departures, and backslidings, and
.attempting to betake myself to the blood and righteousness of
Christ with all my sins, and follies, and deadness, and coldness,
and darkness, He was pleased of His infinite mercy to receive me
graciously, and to manifest somewhat of His love and glory, and
His reconciled countenance to my poor soul. This was a sweet
reviving cordiaL My darkness vanished, 'my cold heart began. to
warm, and my weary soul (ound rest under the shadow of
Emmanue!'s wings, and was blessed with some little delightful
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experiences of what I was earnestly praying for several days past,
and that is a heart-felt complacency in the ever-blessed God in
and through the Lord Jesus Christ. Thanks! eternal 'thanks to
the God of all grace for this seasonable savour and revival. 0
for a clearer display of His glory shining in the face of Christ-for
richer and sweeter experiences of His loving kindness that's better
than life! May I be thankful for this sweet dawning, and may I
take it as an earnest of the rising sun and the perfect day.

"Monday, December 1 2tlz.-Secular affairs, necessary business,
in the management of which I trust the Lord has preserved me
from giving offence and from acting unworthy of my sacred
character, which was my earnest request at a throne of grace
before my company met.

" Tuesday, 13th:-Family worship was sweet both in the morning
and at eve; but, alas! I have still a vile vagabond of a heart.
Lord! cure, for Jesus' sake. Amen!

" Saturday Eve, 24th.-Last night I was much harassed, both
sleeping and waking, by the temptations of a cunning, cruel
adversary, and the workings of unbelief; but glory to the great
and the merciful Captain of my salvation, who was pleased in
some measure to teach my hands to war, and to sustain my poor
soul when ready to faint and give way! '0 enemy, thou hast
thrust sore at me that I might fall, but the Lord helped me.' My
adversary has gained nothing by tpe disturbance and distress He
gave me; for through the Lord's mercy and grace it has turned
out greatly, I hope, to my soul's advantage.

"j)/fonday, December 26tlz.-Being much distressed for some
days past by my foolish idolatrous fondness for my children at
Aberdeen, and my anxious fears and apprehensions about them­
which I know to be sinful and offensive to the Lord-I have
been mourning over this evil before the Lord, and very importunate
at a throne of grace to get it redressed by a day of His power on
my heart; and now, glory to His name! I hope He has in mercy
begun the cure. Before I had well opened my eyes this morning
I was closely posed in this manner: 'Have you anything in the
world so near and dear but you'd give to Christ? Could you
deny Him your means, your sweat, your blood, your children?
Has He not an infinitely good right and title to all these? ' , Yes,
blessed Lord!' I was helped to reply; 'and, through grace, all
shall be resigned to Thee on demand.' I was farther posed, thus:
, If God the Father spared not His only-begotten and well-beloved
Son, but gave Him freely and. cheerfully to the death for thee,
wilt thou grudge the giving Him thy son, were he an only son,
when He shall please to make the demand? Especially as He
has an infinitely better title to thy children than thou hast, may
He not do with His own what He pleases? Did the eternal Son
of God, the Lord of glory, come from the bosom of the Father to
a manger, to a cross, to a grave: did He give Himself, His soul
and body, His blood, His life, as a ransom for thee and thy

11
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children: did He endure the curse of the law, the dreadful sword
of justice, and the tremendous wrath of the Father-the most
excruc~ating tortures in His body, and the most distressful agonies
in His soul-to redeem thee and thy dear children from the
flames of hell and the agonies of eternal damnation? and will you
not cheerfully .agree and consent, oh my soul! that this glorious
and dear Redeemer will do with thee and thy children, His
own redeemed ones, whatever seems good in His sight, for His
own glory, and your good, and their good?' Blessed Lord! I
desire, through grace, to agree, to consent, and resign, and adore!
So help me, oh my God! "

And now, in the light of the extracts we have given in illustra­
tion of James Calder's spirit, and of a few of his labours during
but one year, let us read that year's closing record.

"Saturday, 3Ist.-I cannot put a period to the memorandums
of this old and now expiring year, short and hasty as these
memorandums are, without acknowledging and adoring the divine
goodness and mercy to my soul and flock and family during the
course of this by-past happy year. Happy I will call it while I have
breath, because of what I have seen and tasted and enjoyed of
the Lord's special love and favour in the ordinances of the
sanctuary, in the sweet retirements of the closet, and in the social
duties and exercises of family worship, in all which, blessed for
ever be His gracious name! I ,had more of God in Christ than in
former years. And, glory to His blessed name! this by-past year
has been happier than usual with respect to my flock, there having
been some more remarkable instances of conversion-work than
usual among them, and more confirmation and consolation, and
spiritual prosperity and vivacity, among the Lord's people in this .
place and this neighbourhood, so that this has been a jubilee year
to some-a year that will be remembered and celebrated to the
praise of free grace through aIr the years and ages, if I may so
phrase it, of a never-ending eternity! And blessed for ever be
His name! it has been, I trust, a happy year to my family, the
Lord having been graciously pleased to perfect the recovery of my
eldest son, and to engage his heart to draw near to Himself, I
believe sincerely, in the most public and solemn manner this last
summer in the blessed sacrament of the supper. And I trust the
God of our fathers has been likewise dealing graciously with the
hearts of my other children, of which there are some promising
appearances. Oh! what shall I render to the Lord for these
signal and precious instances of His goodness and mercy to me

. and mine! May heaven and earth praise Him! Amen. At the
same time I cannot close the year without confessing before the
Lord with shame and sorrow that I've acted my part during this
year as formerly-as always-but very poorly, very wretchedly,
have made unworthy, unsuitable returns to the Lord for His
wonderful kindness to me and mine, have been much watered
this yea-r, hut, alas! how little fruit have I brought forth. Lord,
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enter not into judgment with Thy poor, unworthy, slothful, sinful
servant, for in Thy sight no man living can be justified. The
blood and -righteousness of Christ, and the infinite mercy of God
in Christ, is my only sanctuary and hope. 0 Father, pardon and
accept in the Beloved! Amen."

CHAPTER V.-SQRROWING YET REJOICING.

The year 1764, at which we have now arrived, was tqe twenty­
fifth of James Calder's ministry-the busiest and most successful
he had yet seen. Its sunlight was not unchequered by clouds.
The darkest of these was the illness and death of his only daughter,
to whose Christian character and happy death in the Lord he
renders a touching paternal tribute. Frequent bodily ailments
and weakness were another trial. These he sometimes apprehended
would disable him for the work he had to do; yet he again and
again gratefully records, to the praise of the good Master he served,
that they as often gave place to renewed strength and health when
he was engaged in actual duty, and even when exposed to
tempestuous weather in going through his parish, or in journeying
to other parishes, in its discharge. "Let none," he says, "after
me, decline His errands, in all weathers, and,at all hazards; for I
have m~ny times found them to be health both to soul and body."
Then there are complaints of" the old, inveterate plague of a hard,
cold, carnal, wandering heart still hanging about me"; and this
coldness and carnality he frequently mentions as recurring between
the intervals of his most blessed and successful public services,
and sometimes as prevailing during the services themselves­
which he nevertheless sees that his Divine Master is acknowledging:
We indeed see, more clearly that he himself could, that physical
languor, the result of reaction from labour too great for his
strength, contributed much to these feelings. To him, however,
they were" the thorn in the flesh," that helped to keep him very
humble while God was honouring his ministry, and while God's
people were crowding round him from far and near. (" Blessed
be the Lord," he writes in one place, "who has honoured unworthy
me with the friendship and sympathy of so many of the excellent
ones of the earth!") These things sent him in frequent self­
abasement to his closet, to cast himself anew on pardoning and
sanctifying grace, and to "bless the gracious name of. Him who
said, I will take the heart of stone out ofyour flesh, and give you a
heart offlesh"; then to come out, refreshed and with face shining
by communion with God, to engage in renewed effort for souls.

March 19th was a day begun in great pain and sickness of
body; yet we find it filled with ministerial labour of every kind,
public and private, from morning to night. It ends thus ;-

" Last of all, I visited a precious old woman, long exercised to
godliness, full of faith and love, and sweet presages of immortality,
amidst a very distressed condition of body; but Christ keeps up
her head above the waves and billows of affliction. In my way
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home called for an old graceless man who, I am told, neglected
the business of his salvation entirely, and seldom attends the
preaohing of the Word. Brought him along with me part of the
way. The Lord helped me to exhort and admonish and counsel
him with great plainness and faithfulness, and at the same time
with great tenderness and affection. He gave me his hand and
promise, ere we parted, that he would attend public ordinances. The
poor man was somewhat melted, and gave me many, many thanks
for my concern about him. As he is in strait circumstances, I
dropt a shilling sterling into his hand as we took leave, assuring
him that Christ would give him grace and glory, and all good
things, if he would give himself up to Him in the blessed
covenant" of grace; nay, more, that our blessed Redeemer was
infinitely willing lind ready to cure his ignorance of which he
complained-' to give him a heart to know himself'; 'to take the
heart of stone out of his flesh, and to give him a new heart and
new spirit,' etc., etc. Lord, follow these exhortations with thy
effectual blessing, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

" Thursday, March JSt.-A fellowship meeting-a throng and
a very agreeable meeting-though, alas! I was cold and formal.
Iwen~ out to this important duty, to preside in a numerous
society of the Lord's people, with so little pains or concern to
get my heart in a right frame for it, that it is no wonder at all
that I should be deserted and rebuked of the Lord. 0 Lord,
forgive my negligence, my self:confidence, and consequent mis­
management, or rather profanation, of the duty! At this meeting
we had the great pleasure and benefit of Donald M'Adam's*
company and fellowship, one of my father's disciples, and the
most eminent saint, except J--n" Taylor, I ever knew; and that
in respect of clear light, experimental knowledge," strength of
faith, fervent love, profound humility, and self-denial, and deep
insight into the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, together with
the most sweet, charming, sav~lUry, divine eloquence in his native
tongue I ever heard. In all these respects I could not but look
on myself as a novice, as a child, in comparison of this great and
precious child of God. He has a neighbour, Duncan Dallas, a
dear companion, who is another such-lik.e tall cedar; they are like
twin-brothers in Christ."

His sorrow for his daughter's death in May issued in humbling,
yet very happy, exercises of soul. After parting with dear brethren
in the ministry, and other Christian friends who had come to
weep with him, he says :-

"May Ioth.-This day the Lord was very gracious to my poor
afflicted soul. He was pleased, for His" name's sake, to give me
very humbling views of myself, of my numberless sins, follies,
backslidings, and spiritual idolatries, and to enable me to confess
them with some measure of contrition and sorrow, with the hand
of faith (I hope I ~ay say) on the head of the great propitiatory

* In the MS. M'Edoni-the local pronunciation of the name.
I
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sacrifice of the Lamb of God. I was helped to make His blood
and wounds my sanctuary; and then methought I heard the ever­
blessed God saying, 'No fury is in me.' This was followed with
some sweet breathing of the Spirit of adoption, so that I had more
sensible access and communion than I had experienced for a
great while before. I understood more of the bliss and felicity of
the saints in glory, and of my pious lovely Annie among the rest,
by this day's experience, than I did by reading volumes on this
glorious subject. I not only believed, but in some sense tasted,
felt, and saw some small pittance of that glory. My soul was
feasted, satisfied, happy; so that the grief and sorrow for the
death of my now glorified child, my young, chaste, virgin lover of
Jesus, was for the time entirely taken away. Heaven and earth
praise Him. Amen.

"Sabbath, 13th.-Much strength and liberty in soul and body
to-day. Great attention, and more than usual concern appeared
in the congregation. Lord, water the seed sown from heaven, and
make it truly fruitful. Amen."

In the Diary there follows here an account of his daughter's
religious experience, which has been printed separately for private
circulation. It is interesting to note also, that during this period
when" sorrowing yet rejoicing" for his daughter, he set himself
to peruse and get copied out the autobiographical memoirs of his
sainted grandmother, Mrs. Lilias :punbar.

" Saturday, July 7th.-Set out this morning for Ardclach-the
weather very pleasant-arrived before sermon. Mr. Coul preached
English from J er: xxx. 2 I: 'Who is this that engaged his heart
to approach?' etc.-a good gospel sermon. My pleasant son and
I retired to the woods in the evening; took two several bowers
therein to meditate and pray after conversing a while together.
The Lord vouchsafed me a cheering beam of my glorious Sun.

"Sabbath, 8th.-This day my work [at the communion at
Ardclach] was great; and blessed be my glorious Master, my
strength was in proportion to the work. I was never" weaker in
all respects as jn myself; and His strength never appeared more
illustriously perfect in my weakness than .this day for
the joy of the Lord was our strength on this solemn happy day.

"Monday, 9th.-I trust this was a happy time to many souls;
I know it was so to some, blessed be His glorious name! I never
was so much impressed to make frequent and solemn addresses
to the non-communicants-to the great multitude of spectators
that attended this solemnity-which I hope, through grace, will
have some happy effect. Lord, follow this great and s'olemn work
with a remarkable blessing. I hear,to my joy, and I saw in part,
that faithful Mr. Barron, the worthy minister of this parish, was
most remarkably supported, though he had double weight on his
shoulders, and, though bowed down with great afflictions and
bodily infirmities; but' the way and work of the Lord is strength
to the upright' (Proverbs x. 29).

( To be continued.)
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·<.tIiu at IDbeangain.
By MRS. CAMERON, WHO DIED MANY YEARS SINCE IN PERTHSHIRE.

l

BHO bhonn Iesse bhrist a mach
Am Faillein gasda, ur;

Flor chrann uaine, taghta, luach­
mhor,

's airimh e air Clill;
Meangan uasal, torach, buadhar,

's e gach uair fo dhruchd,
A gheugan dosrach slnte suas,

's iad tarraing uaithe suigh.

So an Crann am measg nan crann,
Air ardachadh gu mor,

Faillein sllghar, maiseach, dlbh­
raidh,

Taitneach, urar, og;
Alainn, ciatach, 's e ro sgiamhach,

Miannaicht' air gach doigh,
Gun fheachd' no fiaradh, ruaidh' no

crlonadh,
Gun ghaoid, gun ghlomh, gun gho.

Meangan priseil, miann na frithe,
'S e gu dlreach 'fas,

E air slneadh mach a gheugan,
's iad gu Jeir fo bhlath;

Nach mothaich tart ri am an teas,
Nach searg 's nach seac gu brath,

Aig uisge seimh tha e a' tamh,
's cha tiormaich meud an trasg'.

Tha abhainn fhlorghlan 'ruith m' a
chrlochaibh,

De 'n fhlor-uisg' shoilleir, bheo,
'Cur subhachais an cridh' gach aoin

A gheabh dhi taom r' a 01;
Tha slaint as ur na 'dhuillich chubh­

raidh
Dh' anam brllit' fo leon;

Beatha 's loc-shlaint dhoibhs' fo 'n
iargain;

's dream gun luths gheabh treoir.

Meangan cliuiteach 's e air lubadh
Le ur-mheas chum an lair,

Toirt toraidh thruim gach am's a'
bhliadhn',

's gu slorruidh a' toirt filis;
Tha e brloghar 's mor a mhilseachd

Do gach linn is al;
's gach eun tha glan am measg na

coill,
Gheibh iad fo 'n chraoibh so sgail.

Crann ro thaitneach 'sgaoil ro fhar­
saing,

Mach 0 chuan gu cuan;

's ann fo "sgaile gheabha~ fasgadh,
Taitneach do luchd-cuairt.

Tha 'ilirde ruigheachd chum nan
neamh,

's thar neamh nan neamh a
bhuaidh,

Tha mhaise 's ailleachd a' toirt barr
Air gach crann dh' fhasas suas.

Crann ro bhrioghar e da-rireadh,
Bho 'n sruth mUtean buaidh;

Na 's mils' gu mor na mhil 's na
dribh,

Tha 'n ioc-shlaint a thig uaith;
Tha sruithean solais ruith gach 10

uaith;
Do 'n anam leointe, thruagh,

's na h-uile h-aon a ni dhiubh 01,
Bidh aca solas buan.

Crann ro luachmhor, nach gabh
gluasad,

's nach luaisg an doinionn ard;
Cha dean stoirm a fhreumhan fhuas­

gladh
's cha chaill e 'shnua.dh no 'bhlath.

E suidhichte air sleibhtibh Israeil
Le laimh an Ti is Aird';

's .cha teid am feasd. a ghearradh
SIDS,

No chaoidh a splon' as 'ait'.

An craRn is riomhaich 0 'n stoc is
rloghail'

Tha 's an fhrith a' fas;
Gach crann "s an fhrith a' tarraing

brigh uaith,
N eirt is suigh gach la;

Fo dhubh'r a gheughan gheabh na
feumaich

Beatha, reite, 's blaths;
F 0 sgail a throcair thig gach seorsa,

's bidh iad beD gu brath.

's e'n sgeul is priseil' chaidh riamh
innseadh,

's e na fhlrinn bhuain,
Gur e an .tl so RIgh nan RIghrean,

Sith is gloir a shluaigh;
Striochdaidh cinnich dha is treu­

bhan,
's bheir fo gheill gach sluagh,

Is sloigh nan neamhan bheir gu
leir dha .

Urram 's geill bhith-bhuan.
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"Gu'n d'thugadh e dhuinn, air bhi dhuinn air ar saoradh 0 lamh ar naimhde,
gu'n deanamaid seirbhis da as eugmhais eagail, ann an n..omhachd agus
'am fireantachd 'n.. lathair fein, uile laithean ar beatha."-LucAS i. 74, 75.

(Air a leantuinn 0 t. d. 133.)'N IS, tha so a leanas, gle mhaith, " Ach earailichibh a cheile am
feadh a ghoirear an diugh dheth." B'aill le Dia a leithid

.do ghradh a bhi agaibh do cheile, gu'm bi bhur beul air a lionadh
le gras agus comhfhurtachd, "air eagal 's gu'n cruaidhichear a
h-aon sam bith agaibh trid mealtaireachd a pheacaidh." Ciod an
t-aobhar gu'm bheil cruas cridhe a' teachd co tric oirbh? Ciod
e, Ach do bhrigh 's nach 'eil sibh ag earalachadh a cheile, air an
aobhar sin tha peacadh a' goid a steach agus 'gar mealladh, agus
trid cleachdadh a p4eacaidh tha cruas a' teachd air aghaidh, do
bhrigh 's gu'm bheil e sgriobhta, 1 Phead. i. 16, 17, "Bithibhse
naomh, oir a taimse naomh. Agus ma ghoireas sibh air an
Athair, a bheir breith a reir oibre gach neach, gun chlaon bhaigh
ri neach seach a cheile, caithibh aimsir bhur cuairt 'an so le
eagal "; 1 Phead. iv. I, 2, "Uime sin 0 dh'fhuiling Criosd air ar
son-ne 'san fheoil, armaichibh-se mar an ceudna sibh fein leis an
inntinn cheudna; oir an Ti a dh'fhuiling anns an fheoil, sguir e
do pheacadh," tha e ag radh, "Gu'm bi sibh uaith so a mach bee
dha-san re fuigheal bhur n-aimsir"; agus 'sann aig Dia a mhain a
tha fios cia meud an uin a tha fathast ri ruith; agus uime sin 'se
toil Dhe, gu'm bi na tha ri ruith dheth 'ar tiom, air a chaitheadh
a nis ann an eagal De; oir bu choir dhuinn an aimsir a chaidh
cheana a chaitheadh ann an diomhanas, a shaoilsinn ro mhoir;
agus uime sin bu choir dhuinn saothrachadh gus an aimsir a bha
air a chaitheadh ann an diomhanas ath-cheannach, "agus cha bu
choir dhuinn bhur beath a chaitheadh do reir na feola, ach do
reir toil De." 'Nis, cha bll choir do na so a bhi na uallach
dhuibh, oir esan a tha 'g iarraidh orra-san a tha sgith agus fuidh
throm uallach a theachd d'a ionnsuidh fein, bhiodh e neo­
thoileach uallach neo-fhreagaireach a chuir oirbh; oir tha cuing
Chriosd furas do'n duine nuadh, agus na h-uile a bhios fuidh
uallach leis a chuing so; 'sann leis an t-seann duine a tha i na
h-uallach, ris nach 'eH gnothach agadsa, oir feumaidh esan a dhol
do an uaigh, agus pilltinn na dhust ann an sin, a thaag radh,
gu'm bheil cuing Chriosd na h-uallach dhuit. Cia iomadh agaibh
a thoisich air bhur cuairt, agus a tha 'dol air bhur n-aghaidh air
bhur turus, agus a' ruith bhur reis mar bu choir, gidheadh
dh'fheudadh sibh ni bu mho do dh'aghairteas a dheanamh anns
a chreideamh Chriosduidh na rinn sibh?

Cia mata mar a chaitheas sibh a chuid eile do'r n-aimsir a ta
fathast ri teachd? Innsidh mi dhulbh ann am briathraibh goirid.

Air tus bu choir do'r cridheachan a bhi air an eumail ann an
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ordugh ceart re an la uile, oir mur bi, cha bhi na h-uile 01 a 01
sibh ceart. Tha mi cuimhneachadh ciod a tha Solamh ag radh,
"Cothromaich ceumana do chois, agus biodh do shlighean gu
leir ann an deadh ordugh? " Thoir faioear anns a cheud aite,
gu' bheil e air a radh, "Tha Dia gabhail tlachd ann an comhnuidh
a gabhail ann an cridhe iriosal," uime sin feumaidh tu do chridhe
a bhi air irioslachadh gach la. Agus cia mar a gheibh thu sin
deanta? Innseam dhuit, feumaidh tu amharc air do pheacanna
a's mo gach aon la, agus fheuchainn an dean iad d' irioslachadh.
A ris feumaidh tu am hare anns an lagh gach aon la, agus fhaicinn
cia mar a bhris thu e, agus cia mar a tha mallachd Dhia os cionn
do chinn air son peacaidh; thug so air Daibhidh a radh, Sailm
li., "Tha mo pheacadh ann mo lathair do ghnath"; agus bu
choir dhuit-sa radh mar sin mar an ceudna. 'Se sin a cheud nI,
thu bi air d'irioslachadh.

'San dara h-aite, Feumaidh tu do chreideamh a choimhead,
na'm b'aill leat Criosd a bhi chomhnuidh ann do chridhe, agus
amhairc do ghnath air firinn neo-mhearachdach Dhe, agus neo­
chaochluidheachd a gheallaidh; agus co fhada 'sa tha Criosd a'
gabhail comhnuidh ann do chridhe, gheibh thu do ghnath feartain
a' teachd uaith, agus gheibh thu do ghnath gras as uir; 'se sin an
t-ath ni, Bi bunaiteach 'sa chreideamh.

'San treas aite, Do bhrigh's gu'm feum ar comh-chomunn ri Dia
a bhi troimh Chriosd. air· an aobar sin feumaidh tu do dhlchioll
dheanamh air son Dia a mhain a- bhi na thoillinntion do d'anam
gach aon la, agus 'an, uair a tha do chridhe ann an deadh ordugh.
Ach co a sheall na nithe so? Cha do sheall a h-aon tha mi a'
saoilsinn, air a chuid a's lugha, is tierc iad-san a sheall orra'. Mar
sin 'se so an treas puing, gu'm bi morachd neo-chriochnaich
Dhe, anns a Mhac leis an Athair, a' gabhail comhnuidh ann do
chridhe, agus gu'n suidhich thu d' uile thlachd air lathaireach.d
Dhe. 'Nis bheir so leis da n1 eile.

'Sa cheud aite, Bheir e leis eagal, nach dana leat oilbheum a
thabhairt, do bhrigh' gu'n cuir so cradh airsan.

'San dara aite, Bheir e le~ gradh, Ciod uime nach gradhaicheadh
tus esan, an· tl is e gradh fein? Agus 'an sin ni an t-eagal agus an
gradh so thu ad' dtmine fo armachd gu cuir ann an aghaidh an
uile, agus Di e ullamh thu a chum Dia thoileachadh 'sna h-uile
nithe, agus eudmor anns gach deadh obair. Ciod e tuille? Do
bhrigh 'snach 'eil momaint ann an am do bheatha gu leir, anns
nach 'eil Dia 'ga do luchdachadh le sochaireanas uir; uime sin
bithidh tu taingeil dha 'sna h-uile nithe, agus ni thu gairdeachas
ann an seirbhis a thabhairt da ann am fiiinn do chridhe. Ciod e
tuille? Do bhrigh's gu' bheil an_ cridhe na ni domhain nach una
bhi air a rannsachadh le duine, oir mairidh ole-eigin ann do
ghnath, cuid do pheacanna' diomhar nach 'eil thus a faicinn;
uime sin bu cheir urnuigh do gnath a bhi ann, agus faire, agus
beachd-smuaineachadh spioradail, agus bu choir iomadh deadh
smuain a bhi air a chuir suas gu neamh.
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Na'm b'aill leat na nithe 50 a dheanamh, 'an sin dh'fheudadh
tu a radh, O! ann· an so tha anam nuadh, agus 'an so tha na
trusgana fada geala, agus na lion eudaichean sgiamhach air an
ionnluid ann om fuil an Uain, a thug am Fear nuadh-posda d'a
cheile fein, agus uime sin cha'n'eil e iongantach ge do tha e 'ga
gairm sgiamhach; 'an sin bheir so ort, anns gach cuideachd gus
an teid thu, aon chuid maith a nheanamh, no maith a gabhail;
cha dean so mi-churamach thu ann do ghairm, ciod sam bith mar
a tharlas da a bhi; agus ni so thu gritsmhor agus maiseach ann
do theaghladh, agu5 bithidh tu taingeil do Dhia gu'n d'thug e
dhuit teaghlach, agus bean, agus elann, agus seirbhisich, agus tigh
gu bhi ann. 'An sin anns an fheasgar, mu'n d'theid thu gu do
leabaidh, gabhal.dh tu cunntas do d'uile dheanadas re an la, agus
air dhuit fhaicinn na nithe air a'n d'thainig thu gearr, runaichidh
tu a leasachadh air an ath Ut. 'Nis, cha'n abair mi na's mb aig
an am, ach nach cuir sibh dearbhadh oirbh fein le so aon la,
agus gheibh sibh e mar an chleacdadh is milse a bha agaibh riamh
anns an t-saoghal, eadhon an staid chaitheadh-beatha Chriosduidh
so, gu'n deonaicheadh Dia e do gach aon agaihh, air sgath Iosa
Criosd a Mhac; dha-san, maille ris an Athair, agus ris an Spiorad
Naomh, gu'n robh gach uile mholadh agus glbir, uaith so a mach
agus gu siorruidh. Amen_

1Rotca anb \tommcnta.
Religious Instruction in Scottish Schools.-Owing to

the commanding interest in the War there is not the attention
being given that ought to the new Education Bill before
Parliament. This Bill introduces new departures of far-reaching
importance, but our main interest with the Bill at present is, how­
ever, the failure of its promoters to give any place for religious
instruction in the national schools, except, so far, as provision is
made in the 1872 Act. An amendment, to the effect that
provision for religious instruction be made in the curriculum of
all schools, primary and higher grade, was rejected when the Bill
was discussed in Grand Committee. The matter is to come up
again when the House of Commons meets on 16th October, and
amendments to the above effect are to be brought forward by Sir
Henry Craik, Mr. A. F. Whyte, etc. All interested in this matter
should write the M.P. of their constituency, urging him to vote for
religious instruction in the schools. Under the present arrange­
ment very few of the higher grade schools have any place for
religious instruction in their time-tables. No doubt such
instruction is quite common in the primary schools, but provision
should be made for it in the higher grade schools as well.

The Voluntary Schools.-While no provision is made in
the Bill for religious instruction in the Board Schools, it is
distinctly provided that in the taking over of the Voluntary
Schools, that is, such schools as were outside the control of School
Boards, and which are mainly Roman Catholic, that" the time set
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apart for religious instruction or observance in any such school
shilll not be less than that sv set apart according to the use and
wont. of the former management of the school, and the local
education authority shall appoint as supervisor of religious
instruction in any such school, or in any group of such schools of
the same denomination, a person approved as regards religious
belief and character as aforesaid, and it shall be the duty of the
supervisor so appointed to report to the local education authority
as to the efficiency of the religious instruction given in any such
school." The Church of Rome has not been asleep over her
interests; she has stated her terms, and the promoters of this Bill
have accepted them, but it does appear somewhat farcical that the
supervisor above referred to should have to report to the
Education ~uthority, which will consist chiefly of Protestants, as
to the efficiency of the Roman Catholic religious instruction in
transferred schools. This clause of the Bill was not discussed in
Grand Committee, and it is to be hoped when it comes up at the
Report stage it will receive a thorough overhauling.

The Stout-Hearted are Spoiled. - The words of the
Psalmist come readily to the mind when we think Qf the extra­
ordinary change- which has come over the fortunes of the
contending armies in France-" The stout-hearted are spoiled;
they have slept their sleep; and none of the men of might has
found their hands." The c1.l_ange has been so sudden, so
unexpected, and the results so overwhelming that we can scarcely
realise that we were so near a catastrophic disaster but a month or
two ago. All that fear the Lord will seek to give thanks to His
name for turning the tide of battle. What the future holds in
store for our armies is known unto Him alone, in whose hands are
the destinies of all living, but it would be the basest ingratitude if
we did not recognise in this favourable turn of events another
evidence of the great goodness of Him who has not visited us
according to our iniquities.

A Hebrew University in Jerusalem.,-It is but a short
time since Jerusalem came into the hands of the British, but the
members of the Zionist Commission tQ Palestine have not been
allowing the grass to grow beneath their feet. On 24th July, the
foundation-stone of a Hebrew University was laid on Mount
Scopus. The Commander-in-Chief of the British Forces and
repres~ntatives of the French and Italian troops serving in
Palestine were present. Mr. Balfour, the Foreign Secretary, sent
the following message :-" Please accept my cordial good wishes
for the future of the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus. May
it carry out its noble purpose with ever-increasing success as years
go on. I offer my warm congratulations to all who have laboured
so assiduously to found this school of learning, which should be
an addition to the forces of progress throughout the world."
May the day soon dawn when Christ shall be honoured in this
seat of learning, and in the city that cast Him out and slew Him,
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when the Scripture shall be fulfilled: "They shall look on me
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall there be
a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon
in the valley of Megiddon. And tht:: land shall, mourn, every
family apart: the family of the house of David' apart, and their
wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan apart, and their
wives apart. The family of the house of Levi apart, and their
wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; all
the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart."

The Duke of Argyll and Prayers for the Dead.­
The present Duke is evidently trimming his sails for Rome, and,
were it not for the terms on which he enjoys his patrimony, it is
quite possible he might have been within her communion ere now.
His attack on Luther. will still be fresh in the minds of
Protestants. The other week the' Duke was present at one of
these thinly veiled Popish ceremonies of unveiling a war shrine,
and took the opportunity of reminding the large gathering of
"their duty of prayer for the souls of the departed, especially
during November, the month of the Holy Souls." One would
have thought, if there is any efficacy in prayers for the dead, it is
rather cruel to limit the effort to the month of November, even
though it be in the Roman Calendar the Feast of All S04ls. That
the MaCaillean Mar should be found playing with the trinkets
and superstitions of Rome is a fact that will pain all those who
love the truth as it is in Jesus, and who value the priceless
blessings of the Reformation.

Acknowledgment of God by our Statesmen.-One can­
not help feeling on reading the speeches of our Statesmen that God
does not have a very high place in their minds. Now and again,
no doubt, His name "is mentioned, but there is lacking even then
the expression of humble dependance upon Him for carrying us
through the struggle. We cull the following sentences from a
speech by Canon Burrough's reported in the English Churchman
that puts the matter in a nutshell :~" Compare President Wilson's
splendid utterance in reference to America's anniversary with the
references of Mr. Lloyd George and Mr. Asquith to the service
at St. Margaret's next Sunday, which are both painfully puerile
and poor. Our leaders may be religIous, but there seems to be
an idea prevalent among them that religion does not really matter,
nothing matters except winning the war. Even Lord Landsdowne
proves himself loose-minded when considering the price of victory.
This is shown by his lamentable arguments for legal lotteries.
God help us when our leaders talk like this in the House of Lords!
That is the sort of thing I mean when I say our politicians have
no conception of a Supreme God. We Christians have to wake
them up to ~t. Th~y think that wars cannot be won by putting
God first; but we feel they cannot be won by putting Him second."
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(tburcb 'Rotes.
Communions.-Breasclete (Lewis), Farr (Sutherland), Strath­

errick' (Inverness), and Vatten (Skye), first Sabbath of September;
Broadford (Skye), and Strathy (Sutherland), second; Applecross
(Ross), Tarbert (Harri's), and Stoer (Sutherland), third; Laide
(Ross), fourth; North Tolsta (Lewis), fifth. Ness (Lewis), and
John Knox's, Glasgow (Hall, 2 Carlton Place, South-Side), first
Sabbath of October; Gairloch -(Ross), second; SC0urie (Suther­
land), third; Lochinver (Sutherland), and Wick (Caithness), fourth.

Mission to Naval Men in England.-The Rev. John R.
Mackay, M.A., Inverness, is expected (n.v.) to succeed the Rev.
M. Morrison, Lochinver, in the work of the Mission to Naval
Men at Chatham and Portsmouth.

Synod Messages to Field-Marshal Sir D. Haig and
President Wilson, with Replies.-The following message
was wired on 23rd May to Sir Douglas Haig, General Head­
quarters, France, signed by the Rev. Murdo Morrison, as
Moderator of the F.P. Synod :-" Synod of Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland, met at Inverness, send Sir Douglas Haig this
expression of their admiration of high services to the country and
pray for the divine blessing upon himself and his Army." The
reply was :-" Please express to the Synod of the Free Presbyterian
Church our most cordial thanks for their generous appreciation
of the work of the Army in France, as well as for remembering us
all in their prayers at this time.-D. HAIG."

Cablegram to President Wilson of U.S.A.-" The Synod of
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, met at Inverness, send
President Wilson hearty thanks for his order in favour of Sabbath
rest, and also for appointing a Day of Fasting, Humiliation, and
Prayer, and they pray; that Divine Blessing may rest upon the
President's person and American Army and Navy.-Rev. Murdo
Morrison, Moderator, Free Presbyterian Manse, Inverness,
Scotland."

Repry.-"THE WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON, 24th May, 1918.
-My DEAR SIR,-The President has asked me to acknowledge
the receipt of your message, and to thank you and all concerned
for your friendly expressions of approval arid good will.-Sincerely
yours (signed) J. P. Tumulty, Secretary to the President."

Day of Humiliation and Prayer with Thanksgiving.­
By arrangement between the Presbyteries of the Free Presbyterian
Church, Wednesday, the 14th August, was observed as a Day of
Humiliation and Prayer with Thanksgiving, in connection with
the country and the War. In some places, where it was more
convenient, Thursday, the 15th, was observed. The appointment
of the day was too late for insertion in last issue of the Magazine.
May the Lord hear the prayers of His people more and more in
respect to the circumstances of the times!

Synod Message to F.P. Soldiers and Sailors.-At
last Synod the Revs. Neil Cameron and J. S. Sinclair were asked



Church Notes.

to draw up, in the Synod's name, a Message to the Church's
Soldiers and Sailors. The Message nas now been composed and
printed-the Committee regret the delay-and copies are being
sent gratis to the ministers of the Church to arrange for their
being forwarded to our soldiers and sailors. Adherents of the
Church in out-of-the-way places will get copies on application to
the Editor of the jWagazine, or to any of the ministers.

The late Private, M. Macfarlane.-We briefly notice
this month, with much regret, the death of Private Murdo
Macfarlane, as the result of woul!lds at "the front." Private
Macfarlane, was the son of Mr. James Macfarlane, missionary,
Luib, Broadford, and a nephew of the Rev. D. Macfarlane,
Dingwall. He was a member of the Inverness congregation, and
was highly esteemed as a young man of piety and promise. His
remains were taken from a hospital at Southampton, and buried
at Portree, Skye. We express deepest sympathy with his
respected father and all relatives, and hope that a fuller notice will
(D. v.) yet appear.

Reply to Free Church Criticism.-The following letter
has been sent by the Rev, Neil Cameron to the Editor of the
Free Church Record :-Dear Sir,-A most unfair and biassed
review appeared in the Free Church Record for last July of " A
Reply" issued by " Lovers of Truth," in answer to a Pamphlet on
"Union Between the Free and the Free Presbyterian Churches,"
written by the Rev. J. R. Mackay, Inverness. The reviewer
states that "Lovers of Truth" charge the present ,Free Church
with ending social gatherings with a dance. Any unbiassed
person who will read their reply will feel quite convinced that,
while they do charge the Free 'Church prior to 1893 with ending
some of her social gatherings so, they do not, whatever they might
do, charge the present Free Church with so acting. A certain
man is referred to in God's Word, "who fleeth when no man
pursueth." "Lovers of Truth" do charge the present Free
Church with having had a performance which, they considered,
deserved the designa'tion-" A masque or a theatrical play "-at a
social gathering. This social gathering ,was held in Oban a con­
siderable number of years since. A report of its proceedings
appeared in the press at the time. " Lovers of Truth" are not
convinced that the reviewer was so ignorant of the above-stated
fact as he pretended, "The Synod of the Free Church," referred
to by "Lovers of Truth," as having sent a unanimous resolution
to the General Assembly of their Church to the effect that the
Free Church should take part in the Union negotiations
proceeding between the U.F. Church and the Established Church
of Scotland, was the Free Church Synod of Glenelg. This
appeared in press :-(I) In the report which appeared of the
proceedings of that Synod; (2) In the report of the proceedings
of the Free Chl,ITch Assembly. Your reviewer has done his
utmost to cast a doubt upon the veracity of " Lovers of Truth."
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He IS not the first to have made the effort since 1893, and,
probably, he will not be the last. They would humbly draw his
attention to the Scripture, which says :-" No weapon that is
formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment, thou shall condemn. This is the
heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of
me, saith the Lord" (Isaiah liv. 17}.-I am, a Lover of
Truth, NEIL CAMERON.

Protest against Visit of the Prince of Wales to the
Pope.-The Southern Presbytery has sent the following Protest
to H.R.H. the Prince of Wales~and the Prime Minister :-

"The Southern Presbytery of the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland desires to express its earnest protest against the recent
visit to the Pope by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. The Presby­
tery feels deeply grieTed that this visit by the heir to the British
Protestant Throne should be paid with the concurrence of the
Government, and deplores the fact that there is such frequent pander­
ing to the presumptuous claims of the Papacy by those in authority.

"The Presbytery would remind all concerned that Rome, by
her pro-German sympathies and efforts in connection with the
present War, has given unmistakable proof of her undying desire
to see Britain crushed to the dust, and brought under her dark,
despotic sway; and also that friendly intercourse with the Vatican
means disloyalty to Christ's Kingship over the nations and to the
Protestant constitution of the realm, while it inflicts an outrage
upon the Christian convictions 0f the British people and of all .
throughout the world who love righteousness, freedom, and
humanity."

BCRnowle~gment of lDonations. .
MR. ALEXANDER MACGILLIVRAY, General Treasurer, Woodbine
Cottage, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, acknowledges, with
grateful thanks, the following donations up to 22nd August:-

Sustentation Fund.-Per A. MacLennan, Rona-A. MacLennan, New
Zealand, £1; M. Sangster, Brier Grove, Kingussie, £1; Rogart postmark,
For the Church, 5/; Per Mr. D. MacMaster, Kilmallie-" Free Presbyterian
Party," £10; "Anonymous," For the Church, lO/; Miss C. Mackenzie,
Dumie H.G. School, Dumess, Lairg, IQ/.

Correction on Financial Statelllent.-Lochbroom Sustentation Fund, £140
3s. 6d., should be £146 3s. 6d.

Jewish and Foreign Missions Fund.-" Free Presbyterian," Caith­
ness, £1; Per Rev. E. Macqueen-Wm. Mackay, Lochside, Overscaig, lO/;
Per Mr. D. MacMaster, Kilmallie-" Free Presbyterian Party," £5; Per
Rev. N. Cameron-" A Passer-by," for educating a poor, converted lad for
work among the Jews, £lOO. For Mule and Cart for Rev. J. B. Radasi: Per
Rev. A. Sutherland-" Little Moraig's Birthday Present," 5/; Per Rev. N.
Cameron-R. MacSwan, £1; "Anonymous," £1. .

Mission to Forces Fund.-Per Rev. E. Macqueen-William Mackay,
Lochside, Overscaig, lO/; "Free Presbyterian," 5/; Per Rev. J. R. Mackay,
M.A.-A. Ross, Strond, Harris, 3i6; "Free Presbyterian," Caithness, lOf;
Miss C. Mackenzie, Durnie H.G. School, Dumess, Lairg, lO/; "Two
Friends," Applecross, £2; Per Rev. J. S. Sinclair-Mrs. Macallister, Greenock,
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2/, Miss 1. Matheson, Lucknow, Ont., 8/2, R. Campbell, Toronto, 13/6, and
D. Maclennan, Kincardine, Ontario, 4/6.

"Free Presbyterian," Caithness, Free Distribution of Magazine, 5/, an
Bibles for Soldiers and Sailors, 5/.

Rev. N. Cameron desires to acknowledge, with many thanks :-For Kaffir
Bibles: "Friend," Portree, 1Of; "Friend," Broadford, £2; J. MacLean, 10/;
"Friend," Tomatin, 10/; Fer Rev. J. S. Sinclair-" Two Sisters," £1, and
"Two Friends," 10/; Per Captain Macdonald-" Two F.P. Friends," U.
Breakish, Broadford, 7/6. For Foreign Missions: Per John Macdonald­
"Lady Friend," 5/, "Mac," 5/, and "Anon," 2/6. Mission to Forces:
"Discharged Soldier," 9/6. He desires also to acknowledge, with profound
thanks, £100 from" A Passer-by," for the education of a poor, converted lad
for work among the Jews (Psalm lxxix. 9; Neh. ·xi. 20). This is the second
instalment of £100 sent by this anonymous donor. May the Lord provide
"the poor, converted lad." The money will be forwarded to the General
Treasurer, to be placed in Bank for the specified purpose.

The Treasurer of the Dingwall Congregation (Mr. Murdo Urquhart, Craig
View) begs to acknowledge, with' thanks, the sum of £1 for Manse Building
Fund, per the Rev. D. Maefarlane, from" A Friend who expected to be at
the Dingwall Communion Services"; Mr. and Mrs. M'Gillivray, Dunoon,
30/; and per Mr. M'Gillivray-Miss Maefarlane, Dunoon, 20/, Mr. J. B.
M'Gil1ivray, Glasgow, 20/, and" A Few Friends," 10/.

Rev. J. S. Sinclair acknowledges, with thanks, 5/ for Bibles to Soldiers and
Sailors, from Pte. Angus Clunas, Canadians; and 16/4 for Rev. J. B. Radasi,
Matabeleland, from Mrs. S., Edinburgh.

'ttbe fmaga3tne.
Subscriptions Received for Magazine.-A. Macleod, N. Arnish,

Raasay, 6d.; Mrs. Mackintosh, Tordarroch Mains, Daviot, 12/; Mrs.
Campbell, 1.0. Coy., Re~na, Sask., 6/5; Miss Macdonald, Wickford
Hall, Essex, Sd.; Miss Macleod, P.O., Strathcanaird, 3/6; per above­
Miss Macdonald and R. Mackenzie, Drumrunie Forest, and John Macleod,
Blussary, 3/6 each; Miss Banks, London, S. W., 1/; Mrs. Finlayson,
Seafield, Kishorn, 6d.; Mrs. Macrae, Sannachan Shore, 6d.; N. Muuro,
Partick, 3/6; K. Macdonald, Moss, Ullapool, 3/6; Per A. Mackay-Miss
Macintosh, Uig, Skye, 3/6; A. Stewart, Loch Arkaig, 3/6; G. G. Fraser,
W. Birkhen, Dornoch, 42/; per above-H. Mackay, Bay View, 1/6; Miss
M. Morrison, Dundee, 31; A. Cuddington, Shoreham-by·Sea, I1/!; Miss C.
Macdonald, Skelmorlie, 3/6; Miss Macadie, Brawlbin Mains, by Thurso, 3/6;
per above-D. Sutherland, 3/6; Mrs. Macdonald, Seannlious, E. Clunes, 6/;
K. Cameron, P.O., Soay, 3/6; J. Gillies, Ardue, Applecross, 6d., and Mag.
Fund, 2/; Miss C. Mackenzie, Fernabeg, Shieldaig, 3/10; Miss M'Gillivray,
Saltcoats, 1/; Miss Morrison, Lingerbay, 3~d.; Per Mrs. Macaskill-J.
Macdonald, missionary, Carbost, Skye, 1/9; Miss Graham, Shieldaig, 6/6;
Mrs. Macrae, Erbusaig, 1/6; D. Nicolson, Gardens, Duisdale, Skye, 5/1 I;
J. Macdonald, Port of Ness, Stornoway, 6f; Miss G. Macleod, Hill of Fearn,
6d. ; Mrs. Macallister, Greenock, 3/5; J. Fraser, Crask, Lairg, 1/6; S. F.
Paul, Hove, 3/; Miss Bain, Newmore, Muir of Ord, Sd.; E. Macleod,
Shinness, 3/6; Per Rev. D. Beaton-J. Mackay, Thurso, 3/6; J. Maciver,
Berwick-on-Tweed, 3/5, and Magazine Fund, 2/1; "Friends of Truth,"
Magazine Fund, 9/7; D. Murray, Muie, Rogart, I/4~; per above-Miss
M'Pherson, 3d., and Mrs. Macmaster, Sd,; J. Adamson, Helmsdale, 4/7;
Mrs. D. Macdonald, Upper Lappan, Dunbeath, 3/6; Mrs. P. S. Kerr, Whiting
Bay, 3/; Per A. M'Gillivray, Gen. Treasurer, lfiverness-Miss Kennedy, 6d.,
and Mag. Fund, sf; R. Maclean, Attadale, Ross, 4f; Per Mrs. J. Maclennan,
Diabaig-J. Beaton, Casper, U.S.A., 5/; "Imacher," Pirnmill, 8~d.; C.
Macleod, Ardrossan, 9d.;" W. Ross, Kingussie, 1/; Miss Grant, Kilmacolm,
6d.; A. Macdonald, merchant, Lochmarldy, 3/6; E. Rootham, KetterilJg, Sd.;
Per Miss Doull-Miss C. Gunn, Georgemas, 6d.; W. Macleod, Little Assynt,
Sd.; J. Matheson, Clashmore, Lochinver, 3/6; Miss Macleod, R. Waterloo



Hospital, London, Sd.; R. E.eid, Kil1el1an, 2d.; Miss Macbean, Newtonmore,
1/01;; A. Matheson, Bad'idarroch, Lochinver, 3/6; D. Jac.k, Newton, Ontario,
12/6; G. Fletcher, Lochgilphead, 3/5; Captain Maclean, Kyleakin, 3/6; D.
Mackay, D. Gil1ies, and A. Maclean, Ardineaskain, Lochcarron, 6d. each;
Per Miss Mackay, Col1aboll, Lairg-G. Mackay, Ocala, U.S.A., 5/; Mrs.
Sangster, Kingussie, Sd.; Miss B. M. Macleod, Invera~ish Ter., Raasay, 3/6;
Mrs. M. Maclean, 28 Breasclete, Lewis, 3/6; Miss Kerr, Auchinture, Loch­
inver, 3/6; D. MacPhersdn, Kames, 9~d.; Mrs. Hay, Tarbert, Loch Fyne,
3/5; A: Macphail, Inverneil, Ardrishaig, 3/; J. Mackay, Geocrab, Harris, 50.·;
Miss Finlayson, 29 Overnewton Square, Glasgow, 2/II; Mrs. Maclean, Bale­
more, Lochmaddy, 3/; Miss MacGillivray, Harperfield, Lanark, 6d.; cD.
Maclean, Warren, Ohio, U.S.A., 8/6; L. Ross, Tarbert, Scourie, If; Miss
Morrison, Clashmore, Lochinver, 6/; Mrs. Macdonald, Badcall, Scourie, 3/6;
Mrs. Crawford, Glasgow, 6d.; D.' Murchison, Rannoch Station, Sd., and
Mag. Fund, 9/7; Mrs. Moffat, Sandaig, Glenelg, 6d.; Miss R. A. Gosden,
Brighton, 1/; J. Maclachl~n, for St. Jude's Collectors, S7/3~; W. Sinclair,
Winnipeg, £3; also per above-Nor. Mackenzie, 3/, L. A. Ross, 3/, and
Mrs. Sutherland, 4/; Miss J. Beaton, Paisley, Sd.; J. Macewan, Silvercraig,
Sd.; George Macleod, W. Shinness, 3/6; Mrs. J. Gillies, Terran, Raasay,
3/6; A. Fraser, missionary, Collam, Harris, 3/; Miss F. Kerr, Clashnessie,
7/; Miss S. Kerr; Clashnessie, 1/3; D. Fraser, Beauly, Sd.; D. Macrae,
Cairnbank, G"irloch, 3/6; M. Gillies, H.M.S. "Quickly," 316; D. Ross,
Tain, 11/3; Miss Maclean, Dingwall, 25/10; Miss Cox, Ventn,?r, 3d.; A.
Bruce, vVick, 22/8; 'Miss Martin, Lurebost, Lewis, Sd.; Miss Stewart, Isle­
martin, Ullapool, 4/; Mrs. D. Kerr, Clashnessie, 1/6; D. Eraser, Muirnich,
Gorthleck, 8/; Miss Watson, Crieff, 3/5; A. Murray, Achil1ie, Rogart, 3/;
"F. P.A.," Skye, Mag. Fund, 5/; Miss Kerr, Pitlochry, 2/; H. Macqueen,
Rothesay, 3/6; Miss MacPhail, Stronachullin, Ardrishaig, 3/6; D. Murray,
Muie, Rogart, 3d.; Rfn. S. Piggott, Colchester, 3/; Miss Cameron, Ana­
hielt, Strontian, 3/6; W. Mackay & Son, Inverness, £4 1Of; Miss Livingstone,
Kentra, .Acharacle, 3/6; Mrs. Thorn, Rachan, Peebleshire, 4/; J. Weir,
Tarbert, Loch Fyne, 3/5; J. S. Murray, Tongside, Thurso, Sd.; Miss E.
Mackay, Balkirk, 14/9; Miss Maclean, Old Dornie, Rass, 4/; Miss Fraser,
Polmont, 2f; D. Brown, Greenock, 26f; Miss P. Kerr, Clashnessie, 3d.; Mrs.
A. Macleod, Struth, Obbe, Sd.; R. Neilson, Edinburgh, 10/9; M. Beaton,
Waternish, 3/8; Pte. K. Maclean, RE. F., France, 3/; Mrs. Ferguson, Apple­
cross, 6d.; J. Maclaine, Portree, 22/; Per Miss K. Nicolson, U:pper Breakish,
Broadford-Mrs. Munro, L. Breakish, 3/3; J. Adamson, Helmsdale, 4/7; N.
Adshead & Son, Glasgow, sales, 56/8; R. & D. Sutherland, Castletown, by
Thurso,2of; D., Macarthur, Dennistoun, 6d.; Mrs. MacCulloch, Paisley, 3/8;
D. Davidson, Tomatin, 21/3; Miss MacIntosh, Gairloch, 1/; Miss C. Mackay,
Strathy Point, 46/; A. Macneilage, Kilcreggan, 3/5; Mrs. Macdougall,
Grantown-on-Spey, 6d.; J. Mackay, 4 Shore St., Hilton, Ross, 3/6; Mrs. C.
Maclennan, R. J. Mackenzie, Alan M'Rae, Mrs. M. Macleod, and Murdo
Matheson, all R. R. No. 3, Lucknow, Ontario, 3/9 each; Mrs. Calder,
Tannachy,' Rogart, 4/; P. Anderson, Edinburgh; 24/41;; Nurse Tallach,
Hospital, Alloa, 3/6; Miss Mackay, Hill Street, Inver, Fearn, 3/; Per Angus
Fraser, missionary-D. Macleod, Clashnessie, 3/5; J. Macleod, Lairg, 11/3;
Miss J. Hamilton, Perth, 6d.; Rev. A. Sutherland, Ullapool, 3f; R. Campbel1,
Toronto, 6/; D. Matheson, Borreraig, Dunvegan, 6d., and Mag. Fund, 2/;
D. Mackenzie, 3 and 4 Diabaig, Ross, 3/6.

Free Distribution to Soldiers and Sailors.-Miss Macbean,
Newtonmore, 5/, and General Free Distribution, 5/; G. Fletcher, Lochgilp­
head, 617; Captain Maclean, Kyleakin, 7/; "A Friend," Glasgow, 3/; Mrs.
Hay, Tarbert, Loch Fyne, 6/7; Miss MacGillivray, Harperfield, Lana(k, 7f;
D. Maclean, \V'arren, U.S.A., 1/6; Mrs.' Macdonald, Badcall, Scourie, 4/; D.
Murchison, Rannoch Station, 10/; Miss Watson, Crieff, 2/7; J. Weir, Tarbert,
'Loch Fyne, 2/7; Mrs. A. Macleod, Sttuth, Obbe, 2/7; Per Miss K. Nicolson
-Mrs. Munro, L. Breakish, Broadford, 3/; Per Miss C. Mackay, Strathy
Point-" A Friend," 2/6 (omitted from a previous issue); Pte. Angus Clunas,
Canadians, 5/.

(Several Subscriptions, etc., keld over till next montk.)
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