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I N the opening verses of the fifth chapter of the Gospel accord-
ing to John, the inspired apostle gives some account of a

remarkable pool that was at Jerusalem, "called in the Hebrew
tongue, Bethesda," and" having five porches." The name signifies
" House of Mercy," and it was evidently so called because of the
miracles of healing mercy that were wrought by the supernatural
power of God upon diseased persons who waited in the porches
of the pool. It appears that" at a certain season" an angel went
down and troubled the ',water, with the result that" whosoever
then first after the troubling of the water, stepped in was made
whole of whatsoever disease he had." It plainly mattered not
how malignant or how long-standing the malady was, the water,
after the troubling, was invariably equal to the cure. There is
certainly recorded the case of one poor man who had an infirmity
for the long period of thirty-eight years, and had lain a consider
able time in one of the porches without benefit, but the reason of
this was not the inefficiency of the remedy, but the fact of his
never getting into the pool at the right time. The Good Physician,
however, came his way, and healed this utterly helpless and
apparently hopeless case at an unexpected moment. .

We have thought that Bethesda may be regarded as an emblem
of the true, visible Church of God in the world, and in the follow
ing brief remarks we shall view it from that standpoint.

I. The visible Church is a Bethesda in the best and highest
sense. It is that" house of mercy" which God has set up, in His
grace and wisdom, to be the instrumental means of spiritual and
saving mercy to a perishing world. He has appointed the
observance of certain Gospel ordinances, and has promised His
presence and blessing with the right and proper use of .the!ll.
This promise He has fulfilled all down the ages, since He first met
with fallen men in a way of grace, and multitudes have found the
visible Church to be a real house of mercy to their immortal souls.
There they were awakened out of the sleep of spiritual death, and
under the sense of a lost condition, were made to cry, "God be

1



2 The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

merciful to me, a sinner." There they were directed to the
Divine Saviour, who is "able to save unto the uttermost them

,·that come unto God by him," and there they were enabled, by the
Spirit of all grace, to behold and embrace this Saviour as all their
salvation and all their desire. There also they were warned
and edified, helped and comforted, on their way through "the
valley of Baca" to the Zion that is above. By the healing and
upholding strength they received in the house of mercy on earth
they became" more than conquerors" over all trial and temptation,
and safely reached the" house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens." Divine mercy in Jesus Christ was their plea and
their song from first to last.

2. There was a pool of water in the centre of Bethesda, and
there is a pool of "living water" in the midst of the true Church.
This pool is the Word of the living God. Apart from the natural
water, Bethesda would have been an empty and useless house.
The water was the appointed means of healing. In like manner,
apart from the spiritual water of God's Word, any house or
institution, claiming to he the house of God, is equally worthless.
It matters not what else may be found in the supposed" house of
mercy," if God's Word be not there, it is an empty place. Sad to
say, there are too many so-called churches at the present day where
it can not be said that God's Word is to be found, and where
much is to be found that is positively injurious to the souls of men.
A chapter or two of the Bible may be read, but almost every-thing
else that is said or done is fitted to make the worshipper a forgetful
hearer of the words of eternal life. These places are only
Bethesdas in name and not in reality, and deceive the unwary. It
is of the most essential importance that the Word of God be the
central and ruling influence in a Church, for apart from it the
souls of men cannot be healed or saved.

The Word is the fundamental need, but more even than this,
precious as it is, is required for salvation. The water in Bethesda
was only effectual when the angel came and troubled the pool.
And so the Angel of the everlasting covenant, the Lord Jesus
Christ, must visit the pool of divine ordinances, in the power of
the Spirit, before the water of the Word can be effectual to the
healing of souls from the deadly disease of sin. The Word must
be set in motion by the Holy Ghost before it can effectually
perform the end for which it is given. It is a great privilege to
have the word of the gospel in the sound letter of it, but every
sincere waiter at Bethesda feels the absolute need there is of the
presence of Christ by the Spirit to make the water powerful to
heal. It is a sad sign of those who can be satisfied with the form
without the power. At the same time, it did not prove the house
not to be Bethesda if the power was not always present, nor would
it have been right for the diseased persons to depart from its
porches simply because the an~el did not come at the exact time
they desired or expected. Such conclusions would not have told
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against Bethesda, but against the persons who entertained them.
The Lord must be waited upon in the means that He has
appointed-no created being can command His saving presence--,-\
and they who, through unbelief or pride, will not wait for Him
shall surely be put to shame. "Though the vision tarry, wait
for it."

3. Bethesda had five porches, and the visible Church has also
its porches. These may not unfitly .be grouped under five
heads, which we shall briefly touch upon.

(I) The porch of Church government. Christ has appointed
officers to sit in the gates of His house and to administer its
spiritual and temporal affairs. As far as we can see, these consist
of two classes, elders and deacons, the former, officers in spiritual
things, the latter in temporal. The elders are made up of two
kinds, such as teach as well as rule, and those who rule only.
The former are ministers of the gospel, known as "stewards of
the mysteries of God." Our reading of the New Testament leads
us to the conclusion that the elders met in congregational
Sessions, and in general Presbyteries representative of these
Sessions, and again in a larger gathering which may be Scripturally
called a Synod or Assembly, when the counsel of the whole
Church was required. This order, simple yet comprehensive, was
designed by the Lord as a bond of union between those who feared
His name, and as the means of bestowing the greatest amount,of
benefit and help upon those who needed guidance in the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God, whatever evil use men may
have sometimes made of it. Much harm has been done to the
Church of God by the lack of this New Testament order, or by the
superadding to the visible Church officers and courts that have no
warrant from the Scriptures. Romanism and Episcopacy have,
with their many orders of bishops and priests, blocked this porch
of the visible Church, so that poor sinners can hardly get a glimpse
of the Great High Priest within the veil, or obtain free access to
the water of everlasting life.

(2) The porch of Gospel preaching. The chief end for which
the Church exists, subordinate to the glory of God, is the procla
mation of the gospel of salvation to the ends of the earth. The
Lord has blessed" the reading, but especially the preaching of the
Word" for the conversion of sinners and the edification of His
people in all ages. The central theme of the gospel is Jesus
Christ and Him crucified, as the wisdom of God and the power
of God unto salvation, and where this glorious theme is ignored,
the gospel is not. Nothing can make up in any body calling
itself a Church, the want of the real gospel of Christ, proclaimed
by men called of God for the purpose. If the pulpit is silent or'
erroneous on the great saving truths of the gospel, it is a thousand
to one if any poor sinner, in such circumstances, ever gets near
the pool of living water, He must go elsewhere to find it, and
to meet the Angel of the Covenant who is mighty to save. One
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can hardly over-estimate the importance of keeping this porch free
from the intrusion of carnal and erroneous men who will not feed,
but starve the flock of Christ, and who will lead them to the
impure streams of carnal wisdom, instead of to the fountain of life
that remains alone with God.

(3) The porch of New Testament worship. God has been
jealous in all ages of the manner in which He should be
worshipped. In the Old Dispensation He gave instructions as
to the smallest detail of His worship, and under the New, men
are not left to their own wisdom in the matter. The example and
precepts of Christ and His apostles constitute our infallible
directory, and we are not at liberty to add to or take from this
directory. New Testament worship consists of these four things
- prayer, praise, reading the Scriptures, and preaching the
gospel, apart from the administration of the Sacraments, which
we are to notice in a separate paragraph. The question of the
matter of praise is one that has been much agitated in the history
of the Church, but we find no warrant for anything in the formal
worship of God but the singing of the Psalms with the human voice,
without instrumental music. Uninspired hymns and instrumental
music were the innovations oflater centuries. The adoption of the
latter is a return to the childish elements that passed away with
the old economy. It is impossible in the scope of the presen
article to enlarge upon these points. Sufficient to say that the
purer the porch of divine worship is kept from the devices of
human wisdom the more honouring will the service be to God,
and the more profitable to the worshipper. We do not mean to
affirm that no spiritual benefit has ever been obtained in services
that were not in full harmony with the New Testament standard
in this respect-if gospel truth was otherwise in the ears and on
the lips of the worshippers-but the benefit was clearly bestowed
in spite of defects, and not on account of them. The Lord may
do this in His gracious sovereignty, but He also leaves marks of
His displeasure on all those things that are not agreeable to His
Word.

(4) The porch of Sacramental administration. We note this in a
few sentences. The Sacraments of the New Testament are two
Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and they are to be observed in
accordance with the directions of the Word. Baptism is to be
administered to all who make a credible profession of faith in
Christ and obedience to Him, and also to their children. It is
an outward sign and seal of the new covenant, but the idea of
baptismal regeneration is unscriptural and pernicious. God alone
is the author of regeneration, and He is sovereign in the
dispensation of this mercy. The Lord's Supper is to be observed
by the children of God as a commemorative and edifying
ordinance. The elements are bread and wine, and the notion of
transubstantiation into the actual divinity, body and blood of
Christ, is absurd and blasphemous.
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(5) The last porch we mention is that of Church discipline.
Discipline is exercised in connection with admission to the
privileges of the Church, such as the Sacraments, and it is of the
greatest importance that care be taken not to give these privileges
to ignorant or unworthy persons. Great evil is done to the cause
of Christ by laxity and carelessness in this respect, and multitudes
are admitted to the highest privileges in many Churches through
out the land who have no right to such in the sight of God or
men. Such profane dealing is fitted to incur the just wrath of
God, and marks of His wrath are numerous and heavy. The
spirit of Christian discipline should be exhibited in the pulpit in
the faithful denunciation of sin in every form. The call of God
to His servants is, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trumpet, and shew my people their transgressions, and the house
of J acob their sins." The house of J acob here includes all
classes of persons whatsoever within the bounds of the visible
Church-regenerate and unregenerate. John the Baptist, the
Lord Jesus Christ, and all the apostles spoke with no uncertain
sound about the sins of the times-the sins of the State, the
Church and the individual, and their example is left for imitation
by all subsequent preachers of the Word. And this is the work of
mercy, for Christ came not to save His people in their sins, but
from their sins. The man that preaches a free gospel of salvation
in sin is doing the work of horrid cruelty to the souls and bodies
of his fellowmen.

. We have now briefly sketched-the character of the pool and
porches of the visible Church, as the Lord's true Bethesda in the
world. It may be safely affirmed, in conclusion, that it is in the
measure in which professing Churches conform to the New
Testament standard, and in that measure only, that they may
warrantably respect the divine favour and blessing. Christ's
commission to His disciples was: "Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you; and 10-1 am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world." (Matt. xxviii. xx.)

Cowper's Experience.-Cowper, the poet, speaking of his
religious experience, says, "But the happy period which was to
shake off my fetters, and afford me a clear opening of the free
mercy of God in Christ Jesus, was now arrived. I flung myself
into a chair near the window, and seeing a Bible there, ventured
once more to apply to it for comfort and instruction. The first verse
I saw was the twenty-fifth of the third of Romans, 'Whom God hath
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God.' Immediately I received strength to believe,
and the full beams of the Sun of Righteousness shone upon me.
I saw the sufficiency of the atonement He had made, my pardon
sealed in His blood, and all the fulness and completeness of His
justification. In a moment I believed and received the gospel."
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B Sermon.
By THE LATE MR. DONALD MACKAY, STUDENT, STRATHY.

Preached in St. Jude's Free Presbyterian Church, Glasgow,
on Sabbath, 13th March, 1898.

(Taken verbatim by a Hem'er.)

" Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in me. "
JOHN xiv. 1.

I N this portion of the word of God we have the Lord of glory
blessing His own poor remnant in the world-His own

disciples, who were at this time much cast down, and who might
well say that they "downward in deep mire did sink." Thus
their Lord and Master, who had compassion upon them, was
willing that they should be raised from the dust, and was fulfilling
the promise of His word :-

" He from the dust doth raise the poor
That very low doth lie,

And from the dunghill lifts the man
Oppress'd with poverty."

In this portion of God's word we have ;-
I.-The troubles that the disciples had, and the causes of their

troubles.
n.-The reasons why they should not be troubled, and there

were three special reasons why they should not be troubled, viz.;
(I) what God had done for them; (2) what God was doing for
them; and (3) what was in the heart of God to do yet for them.

1.-"Let not your heart be troubled." It was not for anything
in themselves; they had every reason to be troubled for what was
in themselves. It is said of the troubles that afflict the just that
they are many. The disciples were at this time much bowed
down, and that because of the teaching of Christ, for He had
said in the chapter which we have read that one of them should
betray Him, and that another should deny Him; and they had
so little confidence in their own hearts that each of them feared
exceedingly lest it should be he. They had no trust in their own
hearts. It is written, "Re that trusteth in his own heart is a
fool," but these were wise men-men that were partakers of the
wisdom which none of the princes of this world knew, for had
they known it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
So we see the cause of their trouble. Within were fears, and also
without, and this was a blessing to comfort them. But it is not
only true that they had fears as a company, but they had persoqal
fears as well, and we might ask Peter, what were his fears and
what was the cause of his trouble. What would he say to us)
He would say that one cause of his trouble was manifold tempta
tations. But what does his Lord say? "Be not troubled, Peter,
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because of this, for though you have manifold temptations they
are only the trial of your faith, which is much more precious than
that of gold that perisheth, and therefore you have not so much
reason to be troubled." The power of temptation was one great
cause of Peter's troubles-the power of an evil heart that was
enmity against God, for, we hear him say, " Depart from me, for I
am a sinful man, 0 Lord!" His own unholiness was a cause of
his trouble, and it is a blessed trouble that arises from a sense of
unholiness. David cried to Heaven, saying, "Create in me a
clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit within me," so that
unholiness of heart was David's trouble also. And why should
he not be troubled? Because of this, "I will give you a new
heart." It was the promise of God. Not only that, but at death
his soul would be made holy as the ransomed of the Lord, and at
the resurrection his body would be made like the glorious body of
Christ. These are reasons why, notwithstanding what he was in
himself, he should not be troubled.

They have not only troubles within, but they have also troubles
without j but the troubles without are light compared to the
troubles within. It seems that it is Gf the troubles without that
Paul speaks when he says, "For our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory. But of the troubles within, what does he say?
"0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body
of this death? " So that the troubles within were greater by far
and more difficult to bear than the troubles without. Their
troubles were many, and we might ask David what was his trouble,
for this portion of God's word belonged not only to the disciples,
but belongs to all the Church .of God from the beginning to the
end of time. "All things are yours." Well, we were just singing
of David's troubles :-

" Of death the cords and sorrows did
About me compass round;

The pains of hell took hold on me"
I grief and trouble found."

These are the causes of David's trouble: the power of hell in
his own soul, the cords of death, and the prison. But he has
more troubles still, for he cri.es :-

"Save me, 0 God, because the floods
Do so 'environ me,

That ev'n unto my very soul
Come in the waters be."

What are these waters, David? "Ah, these are rivers that
were accustomed to run through my soul in the days of my
ignorance, and they now seek a way back again through my soul,
so that the waters are likely to drown me. Some of these waters
are the love of the world, for'where that is, the love of the Father
is not. The love of Christ kept the waters back in the day of
regeneration, when God revealed Himself to my soul; but now



8 The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

God has withdrawn from my soul, and these rivers of death have
returned again. "And these," says David, "are my troubles."
They are a blessed people who are afflicted with such troubles.
If you have these troubles your fellowship is with the Church of
the living God: your fellowship is with David, and you shall as
surely inherit the kingdom as. David inherited the kingdom. But
David says, "My troubles do not end there, for I downward in
deep mire do sink where standing there is none." What is that
mire, David? "Ah, the mire that I sink down into is the power
and the love of sin." But let not your heart be troubled,
David, for "greater is he that is in you than he that is in the
world, and though" Weeping may for a night endure, at morn
doth joy arise." Joy in the morning. What morning? Life is com
pared to a vapour or night, and joy comes in the morning when
the soul enters into the fellowship of God-into the fellowship
of the God who is love. The Apostle John says, "God is love,"
and" He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God." But even the
soul that has got the most of the love of God on earth has only
got a taste of the inheritance that awaits him. This is what
awaits you when you enter into the full fellowship of God-the
God who is love, who is light, and in whom there is no darkness
at all; you who have only tasted of this love on earth, you shall
spend eternity bathing in it. It is as natural for the new-born
soul to seek after the God who is love as it is for the fish to seek
the water-the fish is never at home unless in the water-and so
at death the soul of the believer enters into the ocean of the love
of Christ. "There remaineth a rest to the people of God." This
was another cause of David's trouble: His want of rest, for the
powers of darkness would not give him rest day or night,
for he cries:-

"Woe's me that I in Meshach am
A sojollrner so long;

That I in tabernacles dwell
To Kedar that belong.

My soul with him that hateth peace
Bath long a dweller been,

I am for peace, but when I speak,
For battle they are keen."

But be not troubled, David; for a rest remaineth to those who
sojourn in Meshach, not for one or a few of them, but for'all of
them who must pass through great tribulations before they inherit
the kingdom. Oh, then," Bless'd are they in thy house that
dwell; they ever give thee praise" to endless ages of eternity.

But David says, "Not only do the waters come into my soul,
and I sink into the mire, but worse than that, the waters go over
my head." What does he mean by that? The power of th-e
spirit of the world is the water that comes into his soul, and when
it does not return again it goes over his head, so that he is in his
own experience drowning, and therefore he cries :-
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"For ever will the Lord cast off,
And gracious be no more!

For ever is his mercy gone!
Fails his word evermore!

What does the Holy Spirit say to those who have fellowship with
David? This is the voice of God: "Fear not, little flock, for it
is the Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."

"For sure the Lord will not cast off
Those that his people be,

Neither his own inheritance
Quit and fors~ke will he."

"For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but
my kindness shall not depart from thee: neither shall the
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy
on thee." "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love;
therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee."

H. The second thing which we desired to speak upon was the
reas<:ms why they should not be troubled. The first reason was
what God had done for them; the second, what God was doing
for them, and the third was what God purposed to do yet for
them.

It is written, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them tha~ love him;" or, it might be said, "for them
that truly desire to love him." Paul says, "This crown is not
reserved for me only, but for all them also that love his appearing."
They are a people that are troubled on every side, but they are a
people that wait upon Him more than they that wait the morning
light to see. They are a people that thirst after Him; they are a
people that are tried and worried in their own experience. But
what does the Holy Spirit say to those tired and worried ones?
"Be not troubled." "For I will pour water upon him that is
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground." "Let/him that is athirst
come; and whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" ;
that is, from the "pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb." He will
give them of His own love, and to the soul that has once tasted
of it, one drop of the love of Christ is more valuable than the
whole created world, for it is only by the love of Christ shed
abroad that the soul is enabled to die unto sin and to live unto
righteousness.

Now, their troubles were very many. We were endeavouring
to speak to you this morning concerning the death and resurrec
tion of Lazarus. Now, Lazarus had a two-fold resurrection, and
he had experience of being clothed with the clothes of death in a
two-fold sense, that is, in soul and in body. All those who have
got the" white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which
no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it." They all have
fellowship with Lazarus in this, that it was through the voice of
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the Son of God that they were raised again from the dead; and
those who have been once raised by the power of the voice of the
Son of God putting life into their souls, often in their experience
go back again to their graves. This is their trouble, that they dwell
so often in the grave in their own experience, that is, "among the
dead." But what does the promise say to them? "Be not
troubled." "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live." These are a
people who were in the midst of trouble, and yet they say,
"Though I in the midst of trouble walk, I life from Thee shall
have." The apostle says, "'(e have an unction from the Holy
One." Now, no teaching has any effect but the teaching of the
unction. It is the unction that cometh from the Holy One that
makes the soul realise- the shortness of time. However much
the creature may be taught by men, he never realises the precious
ness of Christ, he never realises his own state, he never realises
the shortness of time nor the length of eternity, until the Spirit of
God teaches him. "They are all taught of God."

But Lazarus was a man who had troubles not only in his death)
but he had troubles also after he knew that there was a
resurrection. And what were these troubles? The death clothes
being about his hands and his feet, and his whole body bound
with death-clothes. And what are the death-clothes that bind the
soul? The old man. Oh! the old man may be called the death
clothes. It is the power of the old man that keeps the soul from
walking in the ways of God, and there is a strange thing in
connection with this, in that when Jesus desires Lazarus to be
free, He does not do it Himself. He commands His people to
"loose him and let him go." He may often use His people to
loose your bonds. For instance, supposing that there was
another soul twenty miles, or it might be a hundred miles, from
you, if it were given him of God to come near your soul in
prayer, it might be the means in the hands of God to loose the
cords of death, so that you would get a measure of God's
presence in the light of those that living be. Blessed are they
who have got the resurrection with Lazarus !

The next thing we had to speak of was what God had done for
them. What was that ? Well, He elected them in Christ from all
eternity. "Ye have not chElsen me" (you would never have
made choice of Me: that was not your nature, for you were
enemies), "but I have chosen you." This was a reason why they
should not be troubled, because God made choice of them from
all eternity to become members of the glorious body of Christ.
And think you how that soul is exalted and will be exalted
throughout the endless ages of eternity, that becomes a member
of Christ's glorious body, or a stone in the temple of the living
God. They are not to be troubled, because God made choice of
them in Christ Jesus before the world was. The love of God to
them was as a flame that could not be quenched. It is true of a
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single drop of this love that falls into the souls of His people that
all the powers of darkness cannot destroy it, and if that be true of
one drop, how much more is it true of the ocean itself, that is,
the love in the heart of God to them. The Apostle says,
"Herein is love, not that we loved him,but that he first loved
us." "To him that loved us and washed us in his own blood."
Was not that a sweet feast to John? The Apostle Paul also was
taught of God that Christ died for him: not only that He
suffered the cursed death of the tree for His elect, but that
he himself was of the number. Oh,. are they not then a blessed
people, a people to be enviecf above all people on the face of the
earth, those of whom it is true that they are crucified with Christ?
The Apostle Paul says, "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless
I live j yet not I, but Christ that liveth in me." It was a sweet
feast to the soul of the Apostle when the Holy Spirit took him
into the depths of the wisdom of God in such a way. The love
of God, then, was as a flame that could not be quenched. All
His sufferings in this world could not quench it, and not only did
He love them, but He also took their curse upon Himself. Can
you realise such a thing as this? He was made a curse for them.
The curse of the law due to them was laid upon Him, and
because of the love He had in his heart for them, He took their
curse upon Himself-the Just for the unjust. The curse due to
them was poured out in His cup.

It is not only true that He did these things for them, but He
also worked a work in them. They are said to be the workman
ship of God. The apostle says, "We are His workmanship,
created anew in Christ Jesus unto good works," and at the same
tin1e it is true that they are to work out their own salvation with
fear and trembling. God does not deal with them as a man
works with a stone, but He deals with them as with reasonable
creatures.

" God doth build up Jerusalem,
And He it is alone

That the dispersed of Israel
Doth gather into one."

He shall gather them at last to be an holy temple to the Lord.
They shall come from the north, south, east, and west, a multitude
that no man can number, and oh! how fearful for your soul and
my soul, if in that day we shall be separated from Christ and from
His chosen people! For, as it is true that no man can under
stand what happiness and what peace awaits those that are brought
nigh to God in a day of mercy, so it is also true that no man can
understand the troubles and the miseries which await those whom
death and the judgment will find separate from Christ.

But these people are said to be the workmanship of God. They
are said to be built upon the Rock Christ. This is the Rock
against which the gates of hell cannot prevail. The question
might be asked, "What is the first stone that is laid in this
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building r" Well, the first stone laid is faith. "Without faith we
cannot please God." Now, if a stone be laid on a rock without
being fixed to its foundation, there is a danger that when the
floods come it will be carried away. How, then, is this stone,
which is faith, united to the rock? Well, it is by the love of
Christ, for it is written, "Faith worketh by love." Now, this is
only one stone in the building, but there are many stones, for he
says, "Add to your faith virtue." Now, the nature of this virtue
of which the apostle speaks seems to be manliness in the cause of
God; power given to the heart by the Spirit of God to beCO!i1e a
follower of God. It is not an earthly virtue, but a heavenly virtue.
"Add to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge." Now this
is a stone which all the houses that God builds have. What
is the nature of this knowledge of which the apostle speaks? It
is a knowledge of the person of the Son of God. Whatever other
knowledge the soul may have, unless he has the knowledge of
Christ Jesus, it will avail him nothing at death. "This is life
eternal, to know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom
Thou hast sent." The nature of this knowledge is that it
enlightens the mind. The soul never saw anything of the
preciousness of the members of the body of Christ, except in the
light of this knowledge. It ,was in this knowledge they were
taught the vanity of all things, and in this knowledge they were
taught the shortness of time and the length of eternity. It was in
a measure under the power of this spirit that they realised their
life was but a vapour, enduring a little while, and it was in this
knowledge they saw the glory of God in the works of creation;
it was by faith they understood the worlds were created and kept
up by the word of God. It was in this knowledge, also, that
they realised all flesh was as grass and all the glory of man as
the flower of grass.

But they had reason also to rejoice because of what was in His
heart to do yet for them, for He says, "In my Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not so I would have told you." It may
be said, though it is a solemn thing to say, that He could not be
at rest until the time comes when they shall enter into the
glorious rest and the glorious peace that remains, for the people of
God, for He says, "Father, I will that those whom thou hast
given me may be with me, that they may behold my glory."
- It is true of every soul that waits upon Him or that seeks His
presence, that he is continually around them as the mountains are
around Jerusalem. They are more precious in His sight than the
whole creation. They are precious as the apple of His eye,
because they are the fruit of His own death.

MANY have puzzled themselves about the onglll of evil.
I observe that there is evil, and that there is a way to escape it,
and with this I begin and end.-John Newton.



Scottish Heroines of the Faith.

$cottisb 1beroines of tbe jfaitb.
By THE REV. D. BEATON, WICK.

(Continued jt'om Vol. )(III., page 461.)

THE MARCHIONESS OF HAMILTON.

L ADY ANNE CUNNINGHAM, afterwards Marchioness of
Hamilton, was the fourth daughter of James, seventh Earl

of Glencairn. On her father's side she was descended from those
who were among· the first to accept the doctrines of the Reforma
tion. Her great-grandfather, Lord Kilmaurs, afterwards Earl of
Glencairn, was so noted for his benevolence and piety as to
procure for him the title of "the good Earl." He was one of
Knox's most faithful supporters. Her father, the seventh Earl of
Glencairn, was also a friend of religious liberty, and played a
prominent part in the incident known in Scottish history as the
Raid of Ruthven.

Lady Anne was married to Lord James, the son and heir
presumptive of John, first Marquis of Hamilton. It was at this
date that King J ames, in his recoil from Presbyterianism, was
doing his best to overthrow it, and from fulsome praise he turned
to unmeasured abuse, asserting that Presbytery and Monarchy
agreed as well as God and the devil. This was one of the heroic
periods of Scottish Presbyterianism, and though there were so
many among the ministers of the Church of Scotland actuated by
anything but high motives, still there was a band of ministers,
faithful and true, who were willing to take the spoiling of their
goods joyfully, and even to lay down their lives, if need be, to
maintain the good cause. To this party the Marchioness gave
her hearty support. Her husband lacked her strength of character
and deep religious convictions, and in order, to please his Sovereign,
had consented to the Five Articles of Perth. He also used his
influence, as the King's High Commissioner, to have them ratified
by the Scottish Parliament in 1621. He died in 1625, in his
thirty-sixth year, and" small regret," says Calderwood, "was made
for his death, for the service he made at the last Parliament."

But it is chiefly owing to her connection with one of the most
memorable revivals in the history of the Scottish Church that her
name will be remembered. The story is well known how, owing
to the breakdown of her carriage at Shotts, the minister of the
parish invited her Iadyship and her travelling companions to
accept his hospitality, which she readily did. And in turn for
this act of kindness on the part of Mr. Home, the Marchioness,
noticing the dilapidated condition of the manse, gave instructions
that a new manse might be built. On its completion Mr. Home
waited on the Marchioness, and asked if he could do anything to
show his gratitude for such a favour. The Marchjoness replied
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that the only favour she craved was to have permission to suggest
the names of the ministers to assist at the dispensation of the
Lord's Supper. The request, as may be expected, was readily
granted; She named Mr. Robert Bruce and Mr. David Dickson
among others. Great crowds gathered on the occasion, among
whom were the Marchioness and other ladies of rank. The people
were deeply impressed, much time was spent in prayer, and the
Sabbath night was specially devoted to earnest supplication. When
Monday came the people showed no signs of dispersing. And
though it was not the custom at that date to have services on the
Monday, yet, because of the evident desire of the people, it was
decided to have a thanksgiving service. The minister appointed
to preach became unwell, and at the suggestion of Lady Culross,
the duty was laid upon John Livingstone, then a young man and
Chaplain to the Countess of Wigtown. Livingstone had preached
before at Shotts, but the great multitude of people assembled and
the peculiar solemnity pervading the congregation, made him
diffident, and his first thoughts were of stealing away. The spot
where Livingstone was engaged in meditation and prayer on the

. morning of this momentous day is still pointed out. The plough
share has not disturbed the coarse bent grass which grows as it
must have grown in those 'rar away days. The same rocks are
there and the old churchyard,-the only signs to connect
the present with those days of power. Livingstone's fears, how
ever, were banished. "I durst not so far distrust God," he says,
H and so went to sermon and got good assistance. I had about
an hour and a half upon the points I had meditated on (Ezekiel
xxxvi. 25, 26), 'Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye
shall be ·clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols,
will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart
out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.' And in
end, offering to close with some words of exhortation, I was led
on about an hour's time in a strain of exhortation ll.nd warning,
with such liberty and melting of heart as I never had the like in
public all my life." Such is Livingstone's own account of this
sermon which had such remarkable results. Fleming, in his
Fulfilling of Scripture, says:" ear five hundred had at that time
a discernible change wrought on them, of whom most proved
lively Christians afterwards. It was the sowing of a seed through
Clydesdale, so as many of the most eminent Christians in that
country could date either their conversion or some remarkable
confirmation in their case from that date." Such is a brief
account of one of the days of the right hand of the Son of Man.
To this date the practice of preaching on Monday at Communion
seasons is to be traced-the mere accident, we are so ready to
remark, of the breakdown of the carriage and the Marchioness's
generosity to Mr. Home for his hospitality, all apparently insig
nificant in themselves, but of essential importance when we realise
that they were links in the chain of an eternal purpose.
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Livingstone, in his" Memorable Characteristics," has given the
Marchioness an honourable place among" some of the professors
in the Church of Scotland of his acquaintance who were eminent
for grace and gifts."

During the Covenanting struggle the~Marchioness espoused the
cause of the Covenant, and so deep was her attachment to the
cause that it is said that when her son, James, Marquis of
Hamilton, who sided with Charles 1., conducted a fleet to the
Firth of Forth to overawe the Covenanters, she appeared on
horseback, with two pistols by her side, at the head of a troop of
horse to resist his landing. She had an interview with her son on
board his vessel, and whether it was owing to this or to some
other cause the troops were not disembarked.

The Marchioness died in r647. She had a strong, powerful
will. Directed as it was in right channels, she was a power for
good in Scotland j and though she did not endure such sufferings
as some of the other heroines in these sketches, yet her piety,
singleness of purpose, and her determination to lay aside all
maternal feeling and uphold the cause of truth when it was
endangered by the action of her own son, all go to proclaim that
she has a right to be reckoned as one of the heroines of the faith
in Scotland.

LADY CALDWELL.*
LADY CALDWELL was a descendant of the Cunninghams of
Cunninghamhead in Ayrshire, one of the most ancient and
powerful cadets of the Glencairn family. Her ancestors dis
tinguished themselves in the promotion of the Scottish Reforma
tion. Her great-grandfather, William Cunningham, joined the
Lords of the Congregation, and sat in the Parliament which, in
156o, ratified and approved the Confession of Faith, which was
the subordinate standard of the Church of Scotland until it gave
place to the Westminster Confession in 1647. Her father, Sir
William Cunningham, had been created a baronet in the reign of
Charles 1. Barbara Cunningham, the subject of this sketch, was
married to William Muir of Caldwell in r657, and helJce, by the
custom of the time, she was known as Lady Caldwell. When the
Presbyterian ministers were ejected in 1662, Muir of Caldwell
cast in his lot with the outed ministers. In a letter of Mr. John
Carstairs of Glasgow, to Lady Ralston, dated 6th March, 1663, he
writes :-" The people here, and in the parts about, are likely to
be sorely put to it, if the Lord do not graciously prevent: they
imprison some of them for not hearing, both in this town and.
elsewhere. The Lord Cochrane is very zealous in this good
cause. Some of Neilston parishioners are in prison at Paisley on

* This sketch appeared in the Protestant Woman.



16 The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

that account, and Caldwell was cited by the Lord Chancellor to
appear before the Council at Edinburgh because he would not
promise to hear afterward. He should have appeared yesterday,
but he got the first day put by; whether he will get his appearance
shifted altogether I know not. I heard (and it seems by that
same zealous man's means) that some d.in was made to the Lord
Chancellor about Caldwell, Dunlop, and the Laird's [Ralston]
keeping meetings together at Paisley. Some were afraid the
Chancellor would have called for the Laird, but I have heard
nothing since; it's like it will evanish and settle down again."

This was but the beginning of sorrows for the zealous and
faithful Laird of Caldwell and his devoted lady, one with him in
the common faith. A few years after this-in r666-the Cove
nanters made an unsuccessful attempt at the Pentland Hills, near
Edinburgh, to vindicate their cause. Caldwell had raised a small
band with the intention of joining the Covenanter force, but on
learning that General Dalziellay with his troops between him and
the Covenanters, he wisely disbanded his little company. The
Government, after this rising, visited the Covenanters, and also
those who were in any way suspected of being favourable to them,
with the utmost rigour and severity. Caldwell, knowing well his
danger, concealed himself for a time, and then fled to Holland,
that he might be beyond the cruel and powerful hand of the
tyrannical Scottish Government of Charles n. Notwithstanding
his absence, Caldwell was prosecuted by the King's Advocate
before the Lords Justiciary for high treason, and on 16th August,
1667, being found guilty by a jury in his absence, he was
sentenced to undergo capital punishment, and to be reckoned as
a traitor when he should be apprehended, and all his -lands,
tenements, annual rents, offices, titles, tacks, dignities, steadings,
rooms, possessions, goods, and gear whatsoever were declared to
be forfeited to his Majesty's use. This sentence was illegal, for
by an Act of the eleventh Parliament of James VI., "all processes
of forfeiture before the Justice Court in absence" were declared
to be invalid. But the Government of Charles had an easy way
of getting over inconvenient laws, so they passed an Act post facto
in 1669, ratifying such forfeiture as the above. The Laird of
Caldwell's fine estate was given over to General Dalziel, and in
1670 an Act of Parliament was passed ratifying the royal grant
made to Dalziel.

The sentence against Caldwell fell as heavily on his devoted
wife as it did upon himself. The comforts of home for herself
and children were now gone, and though she lived to see that
property restored to her after the Revolution, yet between that
happy event and the deprivation of all their worldly goods, there
were long years of sorrow and suffering.

After enduring hardships at Caldwell House, when it fell into
the ruthless hands of Dalziel, she at last joined her husband in
Holland. Caldwell was a man evidently of a very high type of
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character, and his true worth deeply impressed those who were fit
judges of it; Lady Caldwell was a fit helpmeet to her husband,
as may be seen from the testimony borne by Robert MacWard.
Speaking of her, he says: "Who did so cheerfully choose to be
his fellow exile and companion in tribulatffin, as she desired to be
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ." They had not
long resided in Holland when her noble husband was removed
from her by death. On his death-bed he gave frequent expression
to his affection for and his sense of the high character of her who
was his companion in tribulation for the Gospel's sake. " Tell
her," he said to one in her absence, "that she and I will be in
heaven for ever and ever, and there we shall eat angel's food."
His last words, as he bade farewell to time, were those of one
who had overcome by the blood of the Lamb: "Victory! victory!
victory, for evermore! "

Bereft now of her husband, with her helpless children in a
foreign land, this good lady, with the strong spirit of independence
characteristic of her nation, set to work with her own hands for
her livelihood, and refused to accept the kindly offered gifts of
sympathising friends. Colonel Wallace, in a letter written to her
in 1677 or 1678, refers to her Christian character in the following
terms: "Elect lady and my worthy and dear sister,-Yours is
come to my hand in most acceptable time. It seems that all that
devils or men these many years have done (and that has not been
little) against you, to daunt your courage, or to make you, in the
avowing of your Master, and His persecuted interests, to lower
your sails, has prevailed so little, that your faith and courage are
upon the growing hand, an evidence indeed as to your persecutors
of perdition, but to you of salvation and that of God. It seems
when you at first, by choice, took Christ by the hand to be your
Lord and portion, that you wist what you did; and that notwith
standing of all the hardnesses you have met with in biding by
Him, your heart seems to cleave the faster to Him. This says
you have been admitted into much of His company and fellow
ship. My s0ul blesses God on your behalf, who hath so carried
to you, that I think you may take these words amongst others as
spoken to you, 'You have continued with me in my afflictions: I
appoint unto you a kingdom.' It seems suffering for Christ,
losing anything for Him, is to you your glory, is to you your gain.
More and more of this spirit may you enjoy, that you may be
among the few (as was said of Caleb and Joshua) that follow Him
fully, among the overcomers, those noble overcomers, mentioned
in Rev. ii. and iii. among those to whom only (as picked out and
chosen for that end) He is saying, 'Ye are my witnesses.' Lady
and my dear sister, I am of your judgment; and I bless His
name that ever He counted me worthy to appear in that roll."

After her return to Scotland, Lady Caldwell lived in peace
until the year 1683, when, without any warning, she was made a
prisoner and confined in the state prison for over three years.

2
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The charge brought against her was that one of the outed
Presbyterian ministers had been preaching in her house in
Glasgow. She and her three daughters were apprehended and
lodged in the Tolbooth. The Privy Council thereafter gave orders
that Lady Caldwell and her daughter Jean should be taken to the
Castle of Blackness and there retained as prisoners. The crime
with which Lady Caldwell was charged was regarded as a very
serious one by the Government. But it so happened that on this
particular occasion the charge was false. Owing to the ill-health of
her daughter, the Council, after ten month's incarceration, allowed
her to go forth free; but Lady Caldwell was kept a close
prisoner, not being permitted even to see one of her daughters on
her death-bed, though she hesought her governors with tears to
give her this boon. After enduring imprisonment for three years
she presented a petition to the Privy Council in the following
terms ;-" The Petition of Barbara Cunningham, relict of William
Mure, sometime of Caldwell, prisoner in the Castle of Blackness,
humbly sheweth that your lordships' petitioner hath been detained
prisoner above these three years for alleged being present at a
house conventicle, by reason whereof she is become very
valetudinary, and is also reduced to great difficulties, being, in
respect of her deceased husband's forfeiture, wholly deprived of
any subsistence forth of that estate, either to her or her children,
these nineteen years begone. May it therefore please your lord
ships to commiserate my valetudinary and destitute condition, and
ordain me to be set at liberty, and your petitioner shall ever
pray." The petition, it will be observed, gives no indication of
the lowering of the flag, no renunciation of the princ}ples for
which she was suffering. The Privy Council, in one of those
brief periods when, for the sake of policy, they became, to
outward appearance at least, generous and considerate, granted
the prayer of Lady Caldwell's petition on 21st June, 1686.

The day of liberty was fast drawing nigh-the day which many
had longed to see, but had not seen. Within two years James
was a fugitive, and persecution was at an end. After her release,
Lady Caldwell lived with her daughters, earning her living by the
labours of her own hands. It is interesting to know that by the
Act passed in 1690, Lady Caldwell came into possession of her
husband's estates.

(To be Continued.)

Beza's Portraits of the Reformers.-A second edition
of Dr. MacCrie's Beza's .hones has been issued by the Religious
Tract Society. The price has now been reduced to 3s. 6d., and
will thus bring it within the reach of many who could not affor-d
the price charged for the first edition. Accompanying the
portraits there are brief biographical sketches from the pen of
Rev. Dr. C. G. MacCrie, Ayr.
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By THE LATE REV. JOHN LOVE, D. D.

(Contiuued/rom Vdl. XIIJ., page 453.)

FOURTEENTH ADDRESS.
INHABITANTS of Otaheite, we come to you in the name of the
Great God. "VIe are ambassadors for Jesus the anointed
Saviour, the Man who is Jehovah, as th0ugh God did beseech you
by us, we pray you, in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled unto God.
For He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him."

You see us men like yourselves, feeble, mortal, sinful beings;
but you see not Him who is with us, Him who is within
us, Him whose sweet heavenly influence breathes upon our souls.
He is almighty: He is able to save and destroy; He sits
-worshipped in heaven by the numberless armies of angels; and
under His iron rod the wicked spirits of hell tremble and howl for
anguish. This great King of Glory now comes near to you, ye
people of Otaheite; He bows down from His heavenly throne
to speak to you j He invites you to be saved j and, which is
wonderful indeed, He intreats, He beseeches you, His unworthy
-creatures, to accept the ransom, the atoning sacrifice, provided by
Himself; He intreats you to receive pardon, reconciliation, and
life everlasting, as the gift of His sovereign love. But think not,
beloved friends, that the almighty J ehovah thus comes to intreat
you, as though He needed anything from you, or as though you
could do Him any good. He can send His gospel to other
places of the earth and ocean: He can elsewhere create a people
for Himself, who would rejoice with Him, though you, and all your
islands, were sunk in the bottom of the sea. It is for your
advantage, for your good, that the message of reconciliation comes
to you from J ehovah. And happy shall you be, if, passing
through the second birth by the power of J ehovah, you heartily
accept His offers of peace and love. Then you will worship
J ehovah in the beauty of holiness j you will seek for all His
commandments, and obey them with great delight. You listened
with pleasure while we told you of some of the ways of J ehovah,
in which His people walk. Hearken to us again, dear brethren
and sisters, we will show you some other parts of His will, and in
how pure, heavenly and pleasant a manner you shall live and die,
if you become the children of our God, born of His Spirit, and
reconciled by the blood of Jesus.

After you experience the new creation, when your eyes are
-opened to behold the dawning light of the morning, a sweet
sensation of Divine goodness and power will enter into your
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minds, and you will make haste to converse with Jehovah our
God, in meditation, prayer and singing. Then it will be some
times as though another sun were rising to the inward view of
your souls: "For the Lord God is a sun and shield; He will give
grace and glory." Tasting the sweetness of familiar, holy inter
course with J ehovah, you will say within yourselves, "How
glorious will be that eternity which shall be employed in the
perfect praises of this God! In the meanwhile, what shall we
render to Him? how shall we please and glorify Him? what good
things are within our reach, to be done in the course of this
day? "

Then, you that are fathers and mothers will look at your little
children. You will say, "Jehovah is the creator of these children:
but He hath committed them to our trust. We have been taking
care of their bodies, and have cherished them with the best
nourishment we could find. But this is not enough. The brute
creatures do as much as this for their young. These children are
created for eternity: "they are in danger of perishing; they need
the salvation of Jehovah. We will try to instruct them; we will
bring them to Jesus, who hath saved us; we will. shew them the
sweetness of His love, and by our example will teach them His
holy ways." And if you, who are created again by the Holy
Spirit, have your fathers and mothers near you, a new tenderness
of affection, and reverence towards them, will possess your souls.
When you look at them you will say, "Behold these venerable
persons who, in the hands of the great God, have been the
authors of our existence and comfort. They have exhausted
their strength in caring for us, and shall we not endeavour to
comfort them. They are approaching towards eternity, and shall
we not speak tli> them of the love of Jesus, who saves those who
come to him, whether young or old?"

When you walk abroad among your friends, neighbours and
acquaintances, a glow of kindness and benevolence will be felt in
your breasts. You will consider with yourselves how you may do
good to everyone you converse with. You will be grieved to
think that any of them should perish for -ever. You will respect
every human being, even an infant lately born, because it bears
the image of God, and will be capable of conversing with the
great Jehovah, and may by His grace be raised to heaven.

Thus you will spend the day conversing with Jehovah, and
doing good to your fellow-mortals, to the utmost. of your ability.
If at any time you are tempted to commit wickedness, or meet
with any uneasiness or distress, the more you are tried and
troubled, the more earnestly will you cry to Jehovah, and the
more sweet will be your knowledge of His love and power. .In
the evening you will retire to rest, trusting in your God, and
comforting yourselves with the prospect of going forth in your
spirits to see the glorious face of Jehovah, when your bodies shall
lie silent in death.
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Such is the manner in which they live from day to day who
have passed through the new birth of the immortal soul. But
there is one thing which makes us afraid some of you will not be
delivered from the wicked spirits. We are much grieved to observe
the behaviour of young men and women who are not joined
together in marriage. They dance, and run about among one
another, and mingle together like the dogs and swine. They
entirely forget that there are immortal spirits in their breasts,
made in the image of God, and which must appear before Him as
their Judge. They sport and laugh, and seem pleased and happy
in doing these things. But while they embrace each other the
holy angels of God look at them with disdain and pity, as quite
unfit for heaven. And the eyes of J ehovah, which are in every
place, are like a flame of fire against them, though they perceive
it not.

Dear brethren and sisters, if we should behave in such a
manner, immediately Jehovah would frown upon us, our souls
within our bodies would become dark and miserable, and the
anger of Jehovah would flash within our breasts like the forked
lightning. Yea, we dare not entertain a secret desire of such
impure pleasures, for Jesus hath said, "Whosoever looketh on a
woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery with her already
in his heart." We are told in the book of Jehovah of some cities,
in a particular part of the earth, which gave themselves up without
restraint to this wickedness. One morning, when the sun was just
rising, there came down from heaven a flood of fire which in a
moment consumed them; and the place where the cities stood
was covered with a sulphureous lake, the stench of which was so
disgusting that the very birds of the air could not flyover it.

But you wonder at this, and say to us, "Why is your God so
very angry at gratifications of this sort? Are they not harmless
and natural pleasures?" The great God J ehovah is a spirit. And
He hath put a spirit in man. The inspiratiort of the Almighty
giveth him understanding. He hath distinguished us from the
beasts of the field, and He will maintain that distinction. He
will not suffer the immortal spirit, which bears the image of His
own spiritual nature, and which is capable of bearing the image of
His holiness, to be degraded, and put under the feet of a body
made of dust. But in these criminal gratifications there is still
greater wickedness. There is in them rebellion against the
authority of J ehovah; there is contempt of His infinite majesty.
Animal pleasures are preferred to the immense excellencies of
deity, and to those heavenly lights wllich are found in the presence
of the glorious God. A corruptible body is esteemed as a god
and set up, in the sinner's heart, above Him in whom the angels
of heaven delight and rejoice. Shall He not therefore be dis
pleased? Shall He not punish such iniquity as this? Ah! ye
people of Otaheite, if you once saw the excellency and beauty of
Jehovah, you would be ashamed of comparing such sordid enjoy
ments with the pleasures of His holy fellowship.
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But you now say, why are we formed, and why is there in our
nature such a propensity to these gratifications? Observe atten
tively, we beseech you, what we are now going to say, and you
will perceive that wickedness of this sort is peculiarly perverse and
abominable. God, infinitely wise and gQod, designed to unite
men together in family relations. He designed to form a friend
ship and union of the most tender, pleasant, and permanent kind,
between the man and the woman. It was the will of J ehovah
that, in the marriage union, the spirits as well as the bodies of the
man and woman should mingle together, and that their intercourse
should thus be dignified, and exalted above that of the beasts of
the field. But men and women degrade themselves from this
dignity, pollute the purity and honour of this union, and choose
to range at large, like the irrational animals. But the peculiar
hatefulness and poison of this wickedness is disdosed when you
consider the increase of human beings-the birth of children.
Who is the Creator of the child formed in the womb? The great
God, Jehovah, the Almighty. What is the child that is formed?
Is it a brute animal? No; it is an immortal spirit, created for
eternity. Shall not man reverence and stand in awe of the
Almighty Creator, in the formation of immortal creatures? Shall
he be instrumental in this work of the Almighty with the stupor
of a brute, with the rebellious insolence of a devil? Would not
this be to attempt to spit in the face of the great Creator of the
universe? It is so. Such wickedness is abominable.

This is the voice of your consciences within your breasts.
Dear brethren and sisters, you must not defend such evils; you
must repent of them. It is because you have forgotten God who
formed you, that He hath permitted the vile spirits of hell so to
degrade you and to prevail over you. Still you say, How can we
part with such alluring delights? We know, dear friends, it is
painful. But these are the words of Jesus: "If thy right eye
offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee; if thy right hand
offend thee, cut it off and cast it from thee: for i, is profitable for
thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy
whole body should be cast into hell." We have felt the power of
such enticements, and, till we passed through the second birth, we
knew not how to resist them. But now the dying love of Jesus is
sweet to our souls; and we find it easy, and pleasant, to reject and
undervalue such gratifications. And we declare to you the love
and power of Jesus. He can deliver you from this bondage. And
when He hath p.urified you, the lawful intercourse of marriage will
be unspeakably more pleasant and joyful to you than all the mad
ness and unhallowed liberty of the unclean. Instead of eagerly
seeking to indulge our bodies, it is now our desire to overcome
them; to learn to suffer affliction and bodily pain with patience;
to prepare for death; and to be ready to sacrifice our lives to the
honour of Jesus, as many thousands of the friends of Jesus have
joyfully done. The unclean, as well as we, must die in a little
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time, and how miserable shall they be when the body is gone?
But when we leave these bodies our spirits shall be joyful, like the
angels, in the presence of Jehovah.

And now, dear brethren and sisters, having declared to you the
holy will of J ehovah concerning these things, we trust' in His
almighty arm to deliver you from the mire of degrading lusts, and
t<D persuade you to walk in the pleasant paths of wisdom and
purity. And though you should be, at first, unwilling to yield to
the word of J ehovah-yea, though some of you should rise up in
rebellious fury against the counsel of the Most High-still we will
not be discouraged. For, as we told you before, respecting your
unwillingness to renounce pride and confidence in your own good
ness, so now we tell you, in opposition to the enchantments of
sensual affection, that it is the sovereign love of J ehovah towards
unworthy sinners before the creation of the world that encourages
us to hope for their recovery. And in the Book of our God many
examples are recorded of sinners, once vile and rebellious, who
were drawn to Jesus by almighty power. We will mention two of
these examples. The one example is that of a woman who lived
in the country where Jesus, the great Saviour, appeared. She had
been much given to wickedness, and was become, on that account,
vile and despicable, so that no person of decency would come
near her; But she saw Jesus, the Saviour, and was inwardly
enlightened to behold His excellency. Her heart was bowed
down with a sense of her wickedness. She longed to come near
Him, and coming to the house where He was among a number
of people, she stood behind them, weeping, and began to wash
His feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head.
He looked at her with compassion, and said, "Her sins, which
are many, are forgiven, for she loved much." The other instance
of the conquering power of Jesus is that of a young man who was
not given to wickedness, like the woman now mentioned, but
admired by all around him for his seeming sanctity and goodness.
But his heart was proud, and he trusted in his own goodness. He
therefore hated Jesus and persecuted His humble followers. One
day when he was rushing forward, filled with bloody fury against
the friends of Jesus, the power of Jesus took hold of him. Then
he saw his secret wickedness; he cried to Jesus for mercy, and
becoming one of His chief friends, was afterwards employed to
write a part of the Book of J ehovah. He is now in heaven with
Jesus; and if the laws of the invisible world permitted it, he
would now, we doubt not, come down from the skies, shining in
glory, and would cry aloud thus, "0, ye people of Otaheite,
hearken to the precious words of Jesus! Trust not in your own
goodness; forsake your evil lusts; cast yourselves into the arms
of the Son of God, who died for guilty rebels. He alone can
save you. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
was the chief! "

(To be Continued.)



The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

memoirs or Spiritual J8Jercises of
1katberine (tolace or !lDra. 1Ross.

THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF A SCHOOLMISTRESS OF THE

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY.

(Written with her own Hand.)

(Continued from Vol. XIII., page 468.)

[The author here leaves a blank, wherein it seems she intended
to set down her coming from the North to Faukland in
Fife, but did not; and so begins her remarks from that
place in the South, as follows.]

T HE Lord was pleased to take several pieces of work off my
hand in that place, which I forbear- to mention, and so

confirmed me of my coming there; but one special thing to me
was the Lord's tenderness in weaning me from the North by
degrees, by bringing me out of it for a little season, then taking
me back again, and there cut me short as to my expectation in
some things, and meeting with the death of some of my choicest
acquaintances. Mr. Thomas Ross was driven out of the country
by persecution, as also Mr. Thomas Hog was sent prisoner to
the South, and then I was driven away myself two years after I
had returned from Fife. I could no more hesitate about my call
to the South, these things putting it beyond doubt. For when I
came South formerly, though I met with contradicting providences,
yet I durst not question my call; but I could not see it to be in
mercy, I being for a season so sore tried in that place with so many
wants, but especially the gospel, and my dearest society, which I
was not able to dispense with. And after I came South the
second time, I met with some very sore tossings before I could
get any settling, which put me to fear that I had not been
thankful for that way of living that formerly He had provided for
me in Fife, and my unmortifiedness to my acquaintances in the
North; for, when I would have been glad of it, I could not have
it, though it was by the persecutors I was opposed, which made it
the more easy to be borne with; for, whatever was my guilt, yet it
was for truth's sake that I suffered. Yet I durst not think I had
sinned in going North, since r. I found my going South a
punishment of my iniquity, being drawn from such sweet company.
2. I got no settling in that place till I engaged to go North if the
Lord called me. 3. My going from that place was promised ro
me as a deliverance; from Psalm 18: "He brought me to a large
place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me." And when
I came North I got a hearty welcome from the Lord's people, but
especially from Himself. 4. He countenanced my coming there
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with the conversion of severals who were brought under the means
that was much blessed of God at that time, viz., Mr. Hog's
ministry, by being brought to my family to learn. 5. I judged
that I was brought back to suffer for religion in that place where I
had professed it. 6. It brought Mr. Welwood north, who
confirmed by his preaching what our ministers had been holding
forth-I mean the controverted truths,-and himself professed that
he was much edified by conversing with some in the North, and
many times spoke of them in the South to professors for imitation.
And besides, that faithful servant of the Lord, Mr. Thomas Hog,
being to come South, he \;lehoved from his acquaintance of, and
cammending him to the people, make him acceptable before he
came, he having occasion to converse with the most part of
professors through the nation, and to confirm what others had
witnessed before of that man's faithfulness, being to come here in
an unstable time. And this will either prove a blessing or a
curse to the South of Scotland, as the Lord helps folk to improve,
or leaves them to flight. All these things followed upon my going
North, and several others of weight, which I forbear to mention.
But this made all matters easy to me, God's gentleness in weaning
me by degrees, and at so great leisure, and by such and such
means, from these I was so united to, and then brought me from
them by persecution upon His account, for whose sake I loved
them. And to confirm me further that the Lord was calling me
to look a little higher than the creatures for comfort (I) He took
me from some clearly. (2) Other spiritual comforts of all sorts,
except what were absolutely necessary; and all this for that only
end-to bring my soul to a blessed necessity of taking consolation
in God. only, without any reserve, which I long stuck at, but now
have got over it, having experienced an all-sufficiency in Him to
make the soul live comfortably without these. And now the Lord
hath clearly shown me that His ways in removing all these props
are mercy and truth, whatever representation they may seem to
have to the contrary, for these props are not sufficient to bear the
weight of my burdens. I had leaned upon them, and they and I
had fallen together if the Lord, in wisdom and mercy, had not
done as He hath done. So now I see what that meant which I
met with long ago, which I could not then understand. When the
Lord was about to comfort me against a sore trouble I was to
meet with, He promised me many desirable things, and concluded
with that, "I will be thy God," which I wondered much at, I not
questioning it; but the Lord foresaw that I was to meet with
troubles, under which only this could bear me up. And now
these many years He hath been training me to improve this
privilege; and though I have been one of the unteachablest that .
ever He taught, yet the little I have learned of this hath been of
great use to me. For, meeting with untenderness from some of
whom I expected other things, together with some other sad
ingredients, I was like to be overwhelmed, but was helped to flee
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to the mercy of God. The great matter that troubled me was
some innovations we were like to be entangled with by the
enemies of the Lord's work in the land. I had been for a long
time desiring that, if I were called to suffering, the grounds of it
might be clear. The Lord had cleared to me formerly my duty
in what I suffered for, but now I thought our waters were jumbled
by the untenderness of some (who owned the way of the Lord) in
publishing that which by the enemy might after be made a jest,
even when some whom themselves judged tender had evidenced
their dislike of it. I presently concluded that an unchangeable
God would do as formerly, and a merciful God would deal
graciously, and so much the more that we were destitute. This
raised me up and healed me. Now, I have trusted in His mercy,
and my heart shall rejoice in His salvation. He will either
preserve me from suffering, or clear my call to ~uffer, and
strengthen me in it. And I am further confirmed in the duty of
ceasing from man, whose breath is in his nostrils.

The Lord was at great pains to convince me of my call to stay at
Edinburgh, which I was averse from. And, after essaying all means
to settle elsewhere, they proved unsuccessful, for I could not get a
house in the country but from one who had taken the Declaration,
which I durst not do, because there was a curse on all that they
had. The grounds of my aversion to live at Edinburgh were
these: 1. The blood of the saints that was continually shed in it,
whereby it was liable to judgments. It was also hard to be a
spectator to these sad sights, and to hear of them in 'all their
circumstances. 2. The abounding of sins of all sorts. 3. Con
fluences of .all sorts resorting thither did occasion debates and
contests. 4. Little access for doing good to young or old.
Notwithstanding of all these, confined I must be to that place;
and when at any time I got leave to retire alone, it proved a
confirmation that I must stay still in Edinburgh till He take me
out of it. But all providences confirm that it is only for trial I
am brought here, and that by seeing all the evils that were
amongst His people I might the more easily submit, not only to
the deferring of deliverance, in which I had great difficulty, but
also in acquiescing to His judgments in bringing on all the evils
that He had threatened. The troubles I met with here were:
1. Continual difficulties to live. 2. Little health. 3. Constant
contentions. (I) From these that had made defection and
complied whh the enemy; and (2) From the company I joined
with, because I could not run to their extremes of separation, and
despising of them whom I knew the Lord had sent, which I could
not do, lest, by despising of them, I should be reckoned amongst
these who despise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: "For he that
despiseth y0U, saith Christ, "despiseth me," etc., though I desired
to countenance none who had complied in the least. I remark
this as an evidence of the Lord's care of me, that I was not
shaken in the least with their big pretensions, the Lord giving
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some confirmation against their way when there appeared anything
In them more than ordinary to be a temptation.

I find the Lord's way with me now is an emptying me of all
comfort, either from my diligence in His service (for I am kept
from that, either by sickness or the distractions of the place) or
from manifestations and communications of His love as formerly,
or from clear teaching me either in duties or His mind in
providences as usual, all which hath a tendency to humble the
heart, to keep faith in exercise upon the unchangeableness of
God, and to take consolation from having an interest in Him, and
from the hopes of the eternal enjoyment of God, and in Him of
all things. And thus the Lord weaned me from external comforts,
whether spiritual, as public ordinances, private fellowship, lovers
and friends being put far away, and not only so, but these proving
tormentors; or temporal, by disappointments and griefs from all
airths almost, my only child being removed when most hopeful
both in naturals and spirituals, which left a constant wound in m)'
heart, yet nevertheless I live; and (I) By the power of Almighty
God making it manifest that nothing is too hard for Him. (2) By
giving daily strength and supply in prayer. (3) By discovering
sometimes His care of me, in guiding me immediately by (or to
escape) snares which I was not able to discern till afterwards.
(4) By discovering to me sometimes that the anchor is sure, fixed,
and cannot move. (5) By manifestin~ His care of me, in
supplying me in externals, my heavenly Father knowing what I
need before I ask, and when I ask He performs His gracious
Word and gives, especially when I am least anxious and trust most
to Him. (6) By comforting me against trouble before it come,
and that continually, be the trouble what it will. He measures
out less or more comfort as preparation for lesser or greater
afflictions. (7) By discovering to me His love in all providences,
even in these that appear to be most sharp, as, for instance, in
great difficulties. 1. The Lord discovers what is in my heart, and
this humbles me. 2. He makes me believe an outgate if it be
best for me, and so keeps faith in exercise by frequent difficulties.
And what need there is of faith in exercise at this day may easily
appear. 3. I find His effectual power changing the fram~ of my
heart, so it makes me dispense with things most freely that my heart
is most taken up with and are the greatest ground of my trouble,
and so delivers me before I be delivered, and then real deliverance
follows, and that confirms me that my spiritual gQod is intended
by afflictions, and that it is an evidence of His tenderest love and
care of His own work in my soul. What is man, that thou
shouldst visit him, and try him every moment? (8) By confirming
me and frequently answering all my objections to the contrary,'
raised from improbabilities of His appearing again in this land, by
clearing up His holy Word to me, persuading my heart that what
I formerly was made to hope concerning that, should certainly
come to pass.



28 The Free Presbyterian lIfagazine.

I am still more and more confirmed that in me dwells no good,
and that my sufficiency is in Him; nay, in me dwells much evil,
and that He, out of the riches of His free grace in Christ Jesus,
overcomes my evil with His good. The work I find the Lord is
putting in my hand, both by word and providence, is to prepare
for His coming, and I find the improvement of talents a great
ground of preparation, which I could never win to in this place
however desirous I have been, which often puts me to admire
why I am continued in it. Only one thing I did see, that before
I came to this place I was restless in crying for deliverance to the
land, and what I have seen here hath made me sober to that, we
being so unmeet for it, being so defiled with, and ensnared into
the palpable snares of the time, whereby we are exposed to greater
wrath, even His further going away from His sanctuary, and we
partaking of the sad woe of His departing, both by temporal
and spiritual plagues. If we had faithfully resisted temptations
and had not yielded to shun sufferings, we would have been both
otherwise supported under our sufferings, and might have pre
vented the length that they are come unto; but the Lord has
found out the hypocrisy of this land. We having proceeded from
evil to worse; the holiness of God, who is of purer eyes than that
He can behold iniquity, and who will by no means clear the
guilty, is concerned to make us know that He is such an one as
His Word reveals Him to be by His severity on those who have
abused His gentleness. And now He may say to all of us,
"Judge between me and my vineyard," hut especially to some
whose eyes He hath opened to see the evils of the public guilt
this land lies under. And the reason, I conceive, why the Lord
hath discovered to some the heinousness of some sins that they
never had the temptation to commit themselves, hath heen only
to justify the Lord in His contending with this land, and to quiet
them under His delaying to answer His people's prayers for His
appearing in the behalf of this afflicted land.

(To be Continued.)

The late Rev. C. H. H, Wright, D.D.-By the death of
Dr. Wright, which took place on 25th March, Protestantism has
lost a true friend and a scholarly defender. In the field of Biblical
introduction Dr. Wright was a disti nguished scholar whose
influence was almost wholly on the side of conservatism. He
held high and honourable positions, being Bampton Lecturer
(1878), and Downellan Lecturer (1880-1), to mention only two in
the long list of honours. He never received preferment in the
Church of England, of which he was a distinguished ornament.
Among his writings having special reference to Protestantism may
be mentioned :-Roman Catholicism, or the Doctrines of the
Clzurch of Rome; The jJ;[ass in the Greek and Roman Clzurclles;
Prayers for tile Dead and Scripture Proofs.
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~be late IDurbocb i1Dacbonalb, JElber,
St. 3ube's, <5lasgow.

ANOTHER worthy elder has been removed from St. Jude's
J.. Congregation, Glasgow. This is the fourth of 'our godly
elders taken away since 1893, and we have yet a deep sense
every Lord's Day of the gap made in the Congregation by the
removal of each of them. To see the places once occupied by
them each Sabbath day and Prayer Meeting night empty, keeps
the wound open from year to year. This is also true concerning
many others, both of our deacons and members. Our consola
tions are that we are assured by the Word of God that Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and to-day and for ever; that they
who sleep in Christ Jesus God will bring with Him; and that He is
able to raise up children to Abraham of the stones. Nevertheless
we feel with the Prophet Isaiah that" The righteous perisheth, and
no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none
considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come."

Murdoch Macdonald was a native of Ullapool, Ross-shire. He
came to Glasgow about forty years ago, he being then about
twenty-two years of age. From his childhood he was orderly and
careful in his conduct outwardly. He had also some impressions
made on his mind concerning his responsibility as a sinner in the
sight of God very early in life, under the faithful ministry of the
late Rev. George Macleod, who was at that time minister of the
Free Church at Ullapool. He held, to the end of his life, Mr.
Macleod's memory in great reverence for his faithfulness to God's
truth and the souls of the poor people under his charge. It was,
however, after he came to Glasgow that he underwent a saving
change. But being very reticent about the experiences through
which he passed at that time, we are not in a position to say much
about them. That he had very deep impression made on his
mind, of the holy claims of the law of God on the sinner, none
who' ever heard him pray or speak in public could doubt. The
portion of God's Word which relieved his distress and opened his
heart to the consolations of the Gospel was, "Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving kindness have
I drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). This truth came to his mind while
at a Prayer Meeting. He was an adherent of Mains Street Free
(Gaelic) Church at the time, and in it he continued to worship
till 1893. He was made an elder in that Congregation some time
after he was savingly changed.

The flood of materialism and atheism which drifted the Free
Church from her moorings into the dark and boundless abyss in
which her former adherents were even then beginning to wander,
caused him very much anxiety and grief. He noticed the earliest
beginnings of these God-dishonouring and soul-ruining departures
from God's Word and the Confession of Faith and the doctrines
of the Reformation. When we became acquainted with him in
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the year r892 his mind was very much exercised by the changes
which were taking place in doctrines, form of worship, discipline,
and especially on account of the treatment the Bible and the
Lord's Day received at our hands as a generation. He often
urged on us the absolute necessity of refusing to surrender one
jot of God's Word, or make any compromise in order to have the
name of Church fellowship with infidels and atheists. He often
told us that so strong was his sense of the dangers to which the
souls of men were exposed by the heresies and loose views of
God's Word which abounded, that should none of the ministers
of the Free Church separate from these mad men, he would feel
himself bound to keep worship with his own family privately every
Lord's Day, and have no connection with them as a Church. " I
will," he said, "expose the awful rebellion against God, which goes
under the name of religion in this land, to my own family, and keep
them from these Churches while they are under my control; and
if they will not continue to act according to my advice when they
are no longer under my control, the awful sin of forsaking God
will be on their own heads."

In the year r893 he and four other elders in Glasgow were
compelled to separate from the Free Church owing to the drastic
and revolutionary changes made in the constitution of that Church
by the passing of the Declaratory Act of r892, and the refusal of
that Church, in her Assembly of r893, to take any steps towards
repealing that Act. They felt themselves bound in conscience,
according to their ordination vows, "To assert, maintain, and
defend the whole doctrine of the Confession of Faith" j

but as they realised that they could not any longer perform their
vows in connection with that Church, they left her communion in
order that they might be able to hold unimpaired the original
creed and constitution of the Free Church of Scotland, and were
constituted the first Kirk-Session of St. Jude's Congregation of the
Free Presbyterian Church, having the Rev. D. Macfarlane as their
interim Moderator. From this position Murdoch Macdonald
never resiled in the least degree. On the contrary, his last
message to his brethren in office, sent from his death-bed, was:
"I have the approval of my conscience on the brink of eternity
that the position taken by us in r893, and the steps used since to
maintain it faithfully, were approved of by God; and my last
request to you and my fellow-elders is that you should continue
to hold the same unimpaired to the day of your death." The
Session received this message with profound reverence, as it came
from a God-fearing man in such solemn circMmstances, and they
pray that they may be enabled, by the grace of God, to act ~ccord

ing to this last request of their beloved brother. They deSlIe alsQ
to state that they have been all along of the same opinion with Mr.
Macdonald about the need of adhering to our position as a Church.

He had a deep insight into and a: painful experience of the
sinfulness of his own heart and mind. He often complained
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bitterly to us of the corruption, darkness, hardness, worldliness,
and unbelief which he felt within. This corruption became more
grievous to him from year to year, and during the last two years
he repeatedly spoke to us of his fear that he was never truly
changed, owing to the trouble his inward corruption caused him.
This kept him often at the throne of grace, praying to the Father
who sees in secret and who will reward openly.

On Communion Friday evenings, while speaking to the question,
his remarks were always sober, grave, and well suited to encourage
grace and to undermine formalism. We never heard him on such
occasions without feeling a stronger oneness subsisting between
his mind and ours. The same thing was true of many in' St.
Jude's Congregation. He never sat down without warning the
people of the dangers to which they were exposed from men who
cast doubts upon the absolute veracity of the Bible, and from
Churches which retained such men in their communion and
service; and from the awful desecration of the Lord's Day by
travelling, working, buying, and selling, but especially by the
unscriptural teaching and modes of worship' resorted to in the
Churches. He often said that the blood of this generation would
be found on the last day in the skirts of the profane, light, and
treacherous ministers who led the people in all the vaniti.es of the
godless world, but that that would not excuse the people who
followed them. .

Some years ago he became missionary to our people at Clyde
bank, and to his last breath they lay very heavily upon his mind.
He had really laboured for the salvation of their souls. In June
of last year, on his way to the Prayer Meeting there, he fell
heavily on the street, broke a bone in his arm, and was otherwise
badly shaken. From the effects of this fall he never fully recovered.

For several years past he went, for two or three weeks each
year, to enjoy a rest and change of air with his former brGther
elder in this Congregation, Mr. Murdo Murray, Lairg. These
visits to the north he enjoyed very much, while they were as much
enjoyed by his friends there. He went last year as usual in
August, at the time of their Communion in that Congregation;
and the morning he had to leave for home he went out to his
secret devotions as on other days, and after coming in he told
Mrs. Murray that that was the last time he would be there. The
parting between them that morning was like the parting of Paul
with the elders of Ephesus-" they were to see his face no more."

Last November, on our Fast Day, he complained that he was
feeling very unwell, but he was out at the three services. On
Friday he came out to the service at eleven a.m., and we advised
him to call on his doctor on the way home. He did so, and was
told that he was in for jaundice. He took it at once as the
messenger that was sent to call him to eternity. He got some
what better on two or three occasions during the winter, and we
all rejoiced that he was to get over the trouble, !}uthe always held
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that it was the end. Near·the end of January he asked us to read
to him the thirty-first chapter of Jeremiah, and told us that the
words in the third verse (stated above) were the words that he got
at first, and that they had been given him now anew. He was in
a very solemn and happy state of mind that day. On Tuesday,
the 9th of February, we called, and as we were going to read he
showed signs of anxiety to say something. We at last caught the
words: "I am wearying to get away." On Thursday he got more
strength, and he asked the family to sing part of Psalm cxviii.
the part was from the seventeenth verse onwards. A neighbour
who was in at the time saw his face beaming with joy, while, by
the motion of his lips, it was apparent that he was joining inwardly
in the singing. This very happy expression continued on his face
even after he was dead.

Thus passed away, on the 12th day of February, our beloved
friend, Murdoch Macdonald. We are sad and left more desolate;
but we have no doubt the change was a happy one for him.

We desire to express our deep sympathy with his widow and
children, and we commend them to the Father to the fatherless
and the widow's Judge. N. C.

~be late !IOra. jfraaert ~be !IOounb.

T HE Lord who is above is calling to His saints below to
gather unto Him. They are said to be "taken ·away from

the evil that is to come." Many of our people will remember the
subject of these lines, who resided at the Mound, near Golspie,
for over 46 years, and whose house was a resting place to many
who confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims here, and
who looked for a city which hath foundations whose builder and
maker is God.

Her husband was called away in the prime of life, and at a
time when the Lord's people expected that he might be useful in
His cause, but their thoughts were not the thoughts of the Lord.
He sets the bounds of our habitations, and all must leave when
His time comes. But although deprived of her earthly husband,
we believe she was enabled through grace Po lean upon Him who
said, "I will betroth thee unto me for ever." Before her husband
died, the hand of the Lord was on her body in affliction, and she
was never after in what is called perfect health, which weakness
very often kept her from the public means of grace. But, if
prevented from the public means, she sought in private "the
beloved" of the Church. Naturally meek, and a woman of peace,
the grace of God made her meeker. Her humility and self
denial were very manifest. She would often leave the room where
some of the Lord's people would be, saying shyly, "I am afraid a
black sinner like me will drive the Spirit of the Lord from them."
Her words were few, but always exhibiting what she knew herself
to be and what the Lord is as He reveals Himself in the gospel.

.~
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Her love to the Lord's people. abounded, and at times when
none would be expected, she would tell her family to prepare as
they might have visitors before long, which often came to pass
that very day j and as she sat by them, she was" swift to hear and
slow to speak." She said many times that since James Matheson
(Clashnacrabh) died, she could not speak much to any person
about the things of the soul. 1;'his J ames was himself sorely
tempted and kept down by Satan's wiles, and could understand and
comfort the weak who were, through fear of death, subject to
bondage.

We read that" the path of the just is as the shining light which
shineth more and more unto the perfect day," and it was so in
her case. Some time before the Lord called her away she would
utter the passages of Scripture that would come home to her mind,
saying, "I once was afraid, but cannot now keep them back."
At other times she said, " I did not think that one could be so
happy here. The Lord is kind to me." . About a year before she
ended her course her memory failed her in natural things, but in
the Word of God she was at home. A passage she often had
was, "I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me."
One of the ancient fathers said, "The tranquil God tranquillises
all to whom He comes." Anyone who ever visited her could not
but feel that she was one with a tranquil spirit. She followed the
Lord's people as they followed Christ. She was a great lover of
the Free Presbyterian Church. Although she never got' the
strength to become a member in full communion with the
Church, she manifested in her walk and conversation that she
had fellowship with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. And
as she drew near her end, she could no longer hide the light that
shone in her. "He is good to me," she would say, "He has
ever been good to me, but I have been a black sinner. I cannot
hope in any person or thing but in Himself. Although my body
is in the world, my mind is not in it. I am weary in it." She
would try to sing to the very last, and when strength failed, one
could see her lips moving, her breath venting what she could not
utter in words. The day she died, with eyes no longer able to
see (being glazed by death), as the I03rd Psalm in metre was
read at her bedside, she put up her hand to feel the reader.
Thus in peace she passed away, we believe, to perfect peace
above, where His redeemed reign with Christ in glory. Her
mortal remains were hi-id in the grave beside those of her husband
in the burying ground at Golspie to await the sound of the last
trumpet, when the Lord's redeemed shall be raised in glory. She
was a lover of peace in her life, and in the middle of November
last she got a day of peace to her grave.

Mrs. Fraser left a family of two sons and a daughter, to whom
we would desire to extend the sincerest sympathy. May the
Lord Himself spread His skirt over them, for it alone will protect
the sinner from the wrath to come! E. M.
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~ran bo Sbeumaa jfiunlaaton, 1Aacb
maireann.*

'CHEUD Dilllain de'n gheamhradh,
Chaidh naighheachd theann troimh ar cluasan,
Mu bhis ar caraid bha dileas,
'Sa bha cho direach 'na ghluasad;
Ged' d'fhas e lag leis an aois,
Cha robh ar suilean cho fllasgailt,
'S gu robh sinn idir a' saoilsinn,
Gu'm biodh a chaochladh cho luath ann.
Fhuair e uin' air an talamh;
An aois a ghealladh 'san fhlrinn j

'S fhuair e beagan a bharrachd,
Ri cosnadh arain le dkhioll j

'S ma chaidh a ghairm ann an cabhaig,
Bha esan abuich da rireadh,
A ghabhail seilbh air a'ghealladh,
A bha e 'g altrum le dillseachd.
Chaidh thu troimh amhghar 'san fhreasdal,
Chaill thu 'n toiseach do cheile j

Thugadh uait i le fiabhrus j •

Bha buille gheur an sin rein dhuit j

Nach tric a bha thu air d'fheuchainn,
'Sa phailliun chriadha le eucail j

'S le spiorad tlIirseach ri 'g iarraidh,
Do choir a'n Crlosd a bhi reidh dhuit,
'Mhuinntir Nis 'm bheil sibh ' cluinntinn j

Tha Seumas-Aindrea 'san talamh j

'8 bu tric a theireadh a naimhdean,
Gu'r e a bh'ann dheth fear-meallaidh;
Gu robh e deigheil air buaireadh,
'S ri 'g altrum fuath do luchd-aidich;
Ach ged a shineadh 'sail uaigh e,
Cha'n 'eil bhur truaighe-sa thairis.

Ach chaidh a thrualghesan thairis j

Is fhuair e aiseag bha sabhailt,
A null. gu luath air an amhainn j

Ach 's iomadh anam a bhith i ;
Cha deach a dhochas a mhealladh,
Ged 's tric a bhagair a' namhaid,
Gu'm biodh a phlantan do labhairt,
'8 nach robh ach mealladh 'na chrabhadh.
Tha fios gu'm bheil cuid de na braithribh,
Aig an robh gradh nach robh beag dhuit j

* Air a chlo·bhualadh ann an Steornabhagh le Tomas MacNeacail.
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Is cuid do pheathraichean diadhaidh,
Nach d'chuir a riamh annad teagamh;
'S tha cuid ri togail na fianais,
Bha 'sealltain sios air do chreideamh;
Cha b' ann do'n teaghlach a riamh iad;
'S ann bha iad diolain 'san t'seadh sin.

'Se flonan thorach bha 'n Seumas;
Craobh de'n t'seudar bu ghrinne;
Ged bha e tric ann an eigin,
Air call a ghreim 's e ga shireadh;
Ach buinidh na nithean tha diomhair,
Do'n Ti tha riaghladh na cruinne;
'S 'ni-lair bheir E dhi.lais do each creutair
Cha dean E eucoir air dui ne.

Rinn thu sgriob a bha direach;
Cha d'chuir thu mithlachd air t'aidmheil;
'S ann mheas· thu 'n talann a fhuair thu,
Mar neamhnuid luachmhor do t'anam;
Bha d'fhas ri fhaicinn air uairibh,
Mar chraoibh air bruaich nan sruthchlaisean
'Sa dhaindeoin raiteachd nan geamhradh,
Bha toradh tram air gach bagaid.

Is ged a bha echo soilleir,
Gu robh an teagasg 0 shuas ort;
Bu tric a rinn an t-ascreidimh,
Do chur a'm breislich le bhuaireadb,
'S ged dbeigheadh tu dhionnsuidh a bhiobuill,
'S an d'fhuair thu mlllseachd air uairibh,
Cha robh e nis ach gun eifeachd,
Mar leabhar seulaichte suas dhuit.

Ach 'nuair a tbigeadh do shaorsa,
'Sa bhiodh' an druchda o'n air<;l ort;
Bhiodh' t'aghaidh mhaiseach cho faoilte;
Do chomhradh caomh 'se cho cairdeil;
'Sa 'nuair a bhiodh' tu 'dioghlum,
A muigh 'san raoin mar a b'abhaist,
Bha achadh BhOais cho flalaidh,
'S gu 'm be 60 mhiann a bhi tamh ann.

Riamh 0' thaisich an eaglais,
Ri 'galtrum mhearachdan truaillidh;
Ged bu bhall thu do'n t'seisean;
Thug sud art teiche gu luath as;
Cha 'ne gu'n threig thu do chreideamh,
Ach lean thu 'n teagaisg a fhuair thu;
Is chuir thu cui ris an iodbal,
Rinn muinntir Nis a chur tuatha1.
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Ach cha b'ann ri clach no ri aol,
A bha do Shllil '0 cheann fhada;
'8 cha mho na sin thug thu gnuis,
Do'n teagaisg ur nach 'eil fallain,
Ach lean thu eiseimpleir dhladhaidh,
Na' naomh a thriall 'sa chaidh dhachaidh;
Is dhiuIt thu ionmhas na h-Eeiphit;
Tha boladh breln nach 'eil ceart dheth.

Tha thu nis aig do dhachaidh;
Chuir thu seachad am fasach,
Is thainig caochladh air t-lomhaigh,
A chuid sin dhlot a bha basmhor;
Ach t-anam theich mar air sgiathan,
Do'n bhaile-dhlon a ta sabhailt;
Is fhuair e fiilteachadh siorruidh,
A steach do chdochan Chanaain.

An-aoibhinn dhuinne mar shlllagh,
'Bha le 'ar cluasan dha t'eisdeachd,
Ri cluinntin t-earailean druighteach
Gun og no aosd' a' toirt geill dhuit,
Ach 'sann an cleachdadh na h-urnuigh,
'8 ao shuil a' bruchdadh le deuraibh;
A bha e soilleir do'n t'saoghal;
Gu robh an ur-dhealt 0 neimh ort.

Cha 'n fhaic sinn tuilleadh do ghnuis,
Anns a robh 'n durachd ri leughadh,
Cha chlllinn sinn tuilleadh thu 'g llrllUigh
'8 tha cuid gu tuirseach as d'eugmhais,
Tha 'n teang' a chleachd a bhi gnlomhach,
Ri luaidh mu Chrlosd air a cheusadh
'Na laidhe balhh fo do ghlallaibh,
'8am bas dha riaghladh le threunneart.

C'ar son tha sinne 'ga t'lonndrain;
Ged tha do "dum" againn falamh;
'8 do ghuth ged tuilleadh nach cluinn sinn;
Nach ann tha d'aoibhneas air teannadh?
Co-chomunn naomh agus ainglean,
'N diugh gu saoibhir dha mhealtainn;
'8 tha oran-molaidh dha sheinn leat,
Nach sguir a chaoidh, ach a mhaireas.

Ach cha 'neil ni airidh am oran;
'8 ann tha mi gorach dha aithris
Ri labhairt brlathran gun eolas;
Tha 'n Inntinn fheolmhor cho carrach
Ach shaoilinn na faighinn air m'ordugh,
Gu 'n gabhainn cNo mo charaid;
'8 gu' seasainn dlreach 'na bhrogan,
Cho fad's bu bheo mi air thalamh.

'f
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Is bidh' mi nis' a' co-dhunadh;
Cha chluinn thu duird * de mo chOmhradh:
Ach ged a choidil an daonnachd,
Bidh' am do dhusgaidh ro ghloirmhor,
Bidh' t'suil tha duint' air a fuasgladh;
Bidh' chluas tha fliar agus ceol innt',
's bidh 'n teang' tha balbh agus fuaim aic'
Air cliu an Uain a thug beo thu.
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lDroteatant 1Rotes.
The East Bergholt Nun Case and the Home Secre

tary.-This case, which has been prominently before the public of
late, reached a new stage when the Home Secretary was questioned
by Mr. Sloan in the House of Commons. Mr. Gladstone gave the
assurance that any other evidence than he had, whether written or
otherwise, would receive attention. It is understood Mr. Sloan
is in a position to supply him with information about the convent,
received from the lady herself. If all this stirs up the nation to
demand for the responsible authorities of this country the liberty
of inspecting c~mvents, it will have'served a very good purpos~.

Roman Catholic Disabilities Bill.-The second reading
of the Roman Catholic Disabilities Removal Bill is fixed for 22nd
May. That date, for any ordinary private Member's Bill, is late
in the Session, and its chance of becoming law this y~ar would
therefore be doubtful in any ordinary case. But the danger is
that the Government may give it special facilities, and therefore it
is necessary for Protestants to be watchful.

An Anglican Convent goes over to Rome.-It is not
infrequently claimed by Anglicans of Ritualistic tendencies that
they are as devoted to the Church of England as are their
Protestant brethren. To all such, the news that the entire Anglican
community of St. Katherine (Queen Square, W.e.) has been
" received" into the Church of Rome will have a peculiar interest.
The sisters were formally received last Thursday by a French
priest, and Mass was said that day in their own Chapel. The
Archbishop of Westminster has permitted them to retain their
" habit," and it is understood that their Patron Saint will continue
to be Saint Katherine-whose emblem, it will be remembered, is
a wheel. A" Pall Mall Gazette" representative was informed
to-day that the School of Ecclesiastical Embroidery, long connected
with the community, will be continued as heretofore. The 'version
of an entire sisterhood is an event which is so remarkable that it
may be cornmended to the consideration of those upon the
Bench of Bishops who have licensed or encouraged the formation
of Conventual bodies under Anglican protection.-Pall Mall
Gazette.

* Focal.
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The Genuine Writings of Patrick, the Apostle of
Ireland.-A great number of Protestants, through lack 01 know
ledge of the actual historical facts connected with the great pioneer
missionary of Ireland, are apt to turn away from anything bearing
his name. But these genuine writings of his, edited by Dr.
e. H. H. Wryhland, now to be had for threepence, reveal in
Patrick, the early apostle of Ireland, quite a different person from
the legendary St. Patrick of the Church of Rome. These writings
are not free from what Protestants would regard as errors, but
they are few in comparison with the later developments of
Romanism.

1Rotes anb <tomments. '
The Navy.-For some time back there has been a great deal

said and written about the defences of our country. It is one of
the saddest evidences of the instability of professions of national
friendship to find that after al1 the fair speeches made by the
German Emperor that this country is driven by the policy of
Germany to increase her batlleships of the Dreadnought type to
maintain what is known as the two-power standard. One ugly
feature in connection with the natural anxiety manifested by the
'nation as to our maritime defences is the total lack of acknowledg
ment of the God who has given us such a high place among the
nations. The very name given to this type of battleship looks

'like a chal1enge to Him whose power is infinite, and before whom
the stateliest line of battleships are as specks on the ocean.

The Mar-Prelate Tracts.-Those of our readers who have
a slight acquaintance with the history of Puritanism will remember
that the Martin Mar-Prelate tracts played a very important part
in the controversies of the day. These tracts rose above the ordi
nary level of polemical literature. The wit and literary style drove
home many a truth whele a blunter weapon would have failed.
The authorship was kept a profound secret, and notwithstanding
the research which is a feature of modern historical study, the
authorship is still a secret. In a work recently published under
the title of An Historical Introduction to the Mar-Prelate Tracts,
the question is ably discussed, and much light thrown on an
interesting period of the religious history of England. John
Pem}', on a false charge, was put to death for his al1eged com
plicity in these tracts which said such unfeeling things about the
bishops. Others were tortured, but the secret was kept. The
men engaged in the controversy regarded it as a matter of life
and death.

The President of the Board of Education and the
Bible in the English Schools.-Mr. Runciman, M.P.,
recently addressing a political meeting said :-" View the secular
system as they pleased, define it as they pleased, it would not be
a solution, and he said it would not advance the position an inch
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at the present time. Furthermore, he believed that the solution
would not satisfy the genius of the British people, and any
Government that attempted, by the secular solution. or otherwise.
to turn the Bible out of our schools would be worthy of a first-rate
thrashing at the polls." It gives us pleasure to chronicle these
statements of the responsible head of the English Education
Department.

1iterar\? 1Aotice.
ANOTHER of the" John Knox Tract" Series has made its

appearance. The title of it is " Jerusalem's Ruin: Britain's
Warning." Its contents are based upon thr~e texts-J er. iv. 14;
Matt. xxi. 43; Matt. xxiv. 12.

In these three brief discourses the late Rev. J onathan R.
Anderson goes directly to his subject, does not spend time in
treating of the sins of the times in which these truths were
written, but as a wise master-builder, he applies himself to his
own hearers, and presses home with much force and light upon
their consciences the doctrines contained in the texts he handles.
It is not the applause of men he seeks to obtain, but the salvation
of their souls, and the glory of Him that sent him. His state
ment of doctrine is very clear. He has also the uncommon gift
of setting forth the most profs)Und truths in a form of words so
simple that those of the weakest capacity among his hearers could
not fail in apprehending his meaning. Although they were
preached and written over fifty years ago, they are, we think,
more applicable to our day than when they were preached. Two
things account for this: (1) the advance that has heen made since
then in departings from God, both as the moral Governor and as
the object of worship, and (2) the insight he had of the sure
progress of the evils which were then making their appearance in
Church and State, which enabled him to speak of them as if they
were in full bloom even then.

While we are sure that the three discourses will fully reward the
reader by giving a clearer view of the causes of the infidelity of
this generation, and may be a warning to keep away from the
dangers so faithfully and clearly set forth, the second one (on
Matt. xxi. 43) seems to us really a timely warning to us as a
generation. The reasons he gives why the kingdom of God (i.e.,
the Gospel) shall be taken from a people are really convincing. I
will only state the first of these reasons: "And this threatening
begins to take effect (1) when the external administration of the
kingdom is not attended with divine power, in the eminent
edification of saints, and the sound conversion of sinners. We
have ample proofs that this is our condition, for where are the
people that are growing in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and when or where is it that the
piercing cry is heard, 'Wbat must I do to be saved?'"

We have much pleasure in recommending this Tract to our
readers. N. C.
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