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"The Lord will provide."-GENEsIs xxii. 14.

T HE patriarch Abraham was one of the brightest stars in the
firmament of the Church under the Old Dispensation, and

was particularly distinguished for the eminent faith which he
manifested in the God of his salvation. He is described in the
New Testament as "the father of the faithful." But if the Lord
gave Abraham a strong and lively faith, He also gave him trials
for its exercise. The most remarkable of these trials was the call
to sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac. The Lord commanded him
to take his son to the land of Moriah, and to offer him for a

. burnt offering upon a mountain there. Abraham implicitly obeyed
. the voice, and took his son to the place the Lord had appointed
-a journey of about three days. As they ascended the mountain
together, carrying the instruments of sacrifice with them, Isaac,
unconscious of his own pathetic part in the matter, said to his
father: "Behold the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for
a burnt offering?" This was a sore and searching question for
Abraham to answer, but he answered it in words that were
evidently divinely guided, and that expressed a faith in divine
provision, which was realised in a more wonderful way than he
expected. "My son," he said, "God will provide Himself a lamb
for a burnt offering."

Abraham proceeded to build an altar and to lay the wood in
order. He then" bound Isaac, his son, and laid him on the altar
upon the wood." This done, " Abraham stretched forth his hand
and took the knife to slay his son," when suddenly a voice called
unto him from heaven, "Abraham, Abraham, lay not thine hand
upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him." This was the
voice of the Angel of Jehovah, who further declared that He was
now satisfied that Abraham feared God, since he had not withheld
his son, his only son, from Him. A sacrifice, however, was
needed, and Abraham "looked, and beheld behind him a ram
caught in a thicket by his horns," and he took this ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. This striking
deli verance led Abraham to call the name of the place "Jehovah·
jireh," which means" The Lord will see," or "provide."

Abraham had just received a signal proof of the Lord's providing
25
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mercy, and these words of his are recorded for the benefit of the
children of Abraham in subsequent ages, that they may be
encouraged to put their confidence in the Lord J ehovah for the
supply of all their need, whether spiritual or temporal.

I. "The Lord will provide" for the spiritual needs of His children.
He has made that provision already in His Son, Jesus Christ. It
pleased the Father that in Him all fulness should dwell, and out
of his fillness all His children receive "and grace for grace."
Abraham had to look forward by faith, through the medium of
promises, types and sacrifices, to the coming of the blessed
Messiah. He saw Christ's day afar off and was glad. But, in the
present time, we are called upon to look backward and see a
Christ that has already come and finished the work that the
Father gave Him to do, and has ascended on high to the right
hand of God, whence He dispenses by His Word and Spirit all
the blessings of the new covenant to poor sinners on earth.

The Lord provided a sacrifice-a burnt offering-instead ot
Isaac. And every Isaac of the new economy is taught by the
Holy Spirit of truth that he needs a sacrifice, an atonement for
his sins. Isaac saw himself exposed to the deadly knife in the
hand of his father, and was no doubt sure that he was at the point
of death. And the Lord teaches His Isaacs still, in a day of
power, that they are exposed to the sword of justice for sin; and
thus they are made to feel, with more or less degree of anguish,
that they are in danger of eternal death. But He also provides
for their need, and when in their soul's experience they think that
there is only a step between them and destruction, He interposes
and says, "Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found
a ransom." He reveals Christ, in "the thicket" of His estate of
humiliation, and on "the altar" of the Cross, as the divine and
all-sufficient sacrifice for sin, and thus they obtain peace of
conscience and joy in the Holy Ghost. And this is the permanent
and perpetual provision to meet their sense of sin and guilt during
all their wilderness journey here below. As they have received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so they.are called to walk in Him. It is
theirs constantly to seek new apprehensions of "Christ and him
crucified" as a perfect atonement for their sins, and to call for
fresh applications of pardoning mercy to their souls, and "the
Lord will provide." He shall say, "Thy sins which are many, be
forgiven thee; go in peace."

The Lord has made provision to meet all other spiritual needs
of His people. In themselves they are dark and ignorant, and
they need spiritual light to direct them in the paths of righteous
ness. Christ is given as the light of the world-a light to them
that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. They frequently
complain of being dead and lifeless in their soul's desires and
,affections. Jesus is the resurrection and the life, and He has
power to quicken them from depths of earth below. They require.
strength to overcome sin, to resist the devil, and to endure
affliction, and are deeply sensible of their own utter weakness and
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helplessness for the tasks set before them. But it has pleased the
Lord to treasure up in His Son an inexhaustible fulness of strength,
and the voice of Christ is, "My grace is sufficient for thee, and
my strength is made perfect weakness." The Lord knew even
from eternity every spiritual want, great or small, of His children,
aud He has made complete provision in the covenant of-grace for
all these wants. He may permit them to fall very low at times in
their feelings, but He will not allow them to perish. " None
perish that him trust." He will give" grace and glory."

2. "The Lord will provide" for the temporal needs of His
people. All the temporal good in the world comes from God,
whether men acknowledge it to be so or not. "The earth is the
Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world and they that dwell
therein." (Ps. xxiv. 1.) He is the absolute proprietor of the
universe and all the treasures it contains. It is very clear, then,
that He is the provider of every material good His people enjoy,
be it little or much. If their own hands or the hands of others
have been in any way employed in connection with the obtaining
of this good, these are only secondary and instrutr:lental causes,
which derive all their power from the omnipotent Jehovah.
Indebtedness to creature instruments is to be acknowledged with
gratitude; but the crown of every good and perfect gift must be
put upon the head of Him who sitteth on the throne, and liveth
for ever and ever.

It is to be observed, however, that, while the Lord has an
inexhaustible storehouse of temporal good at· His disposal, it has
not pleased Him to give much of this good in hand to many of
His children. The greater number of them are to be found
among the poor of this world, and He has no doubt infinitely wise
reasons for this appointment. It is His design to teach them to
seek above all things the treasure that is in heaven, and to make
them realise their dependence upon Himself from day to day as the
God of providence as well as the God of grace. In this manner
they learn to value their temporal mercies in their proper place,
and to glorify God in connection with the enjoyment of them.

Blit we must further note that this condition of daily dependence
upon the Lord for temporal supplies often proves a great trial
even to those who' trust in His name. In His mysterious
providence, they may be sometimes brought into great strait~ and
difficulties, and find themselves reduced very low as to their
temporal subsistence from day to day. The devil and unbelief
may combine to make them think that the Lord has forgotten
them, and that He intends to allow them to sink into utter and
irretrievable misery. It generally happens; however, that when
they are at the last extremity He appears for their deliverance
When the disciples were tossed in their ship on the Lake I f
Galilee, and they were afraid they were about to perish in the
raging waters, Jesus came in the fourth watch of the night, walking
on the sea, and commanded a great calm. "The Lord will
provide." He exhorted His disciples, in His sermon on the
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mount, to take no thought what they would eat, what they would
drink, or wherewithal they would be clothed, and assured them
that their heavenly Father, who fed the fowls of the air and
clothed the grass of the field, knew their "need of all these
things," and would take care to supply them. "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall
be added unto you."

3. The followers of the Lord are particularly warranted to
expect that He ".will provide" when they are in the right path of
obedience to His Word. Abraham was acting in obedience to
the divine command when the Lord appeared for his deliverance.
The command was of the most trying description. Everything in
the way of obedience to it seemed to point to the death of Isaac,
and thus to the death of Abraham's dearest hopes, and what was
still more serious, to the death of the cause of God in the world,
for the Lord had promised that through Isaac all the nations of
the earth would be blessed. Still Abrabam obeyed the voice.
He had such implicit confidence in the wisdom and faithfulness
of Jehovah, that, though he himself could not reconcile the
promise and the command, he believed the Lord could do so.
Thus he went forward in submissive faith to perform the sacrifice,
and the Lord commanded deliverance just at the point of death.
Not only so, but He gave a renewal of all the precious promises
of future blessing and prosperity that He had given before,
including the promise of the Messiah through whom all nations
would be blessed, as a gracious reward of Abraham's obedience
"because thou hast obeyed my voice." Abrahain lost nothing but
gained everything by his faith and loyalty to the word of the Lord.

Thus shall it be still. Let those who profess faith in Christ
make sure that they are in the path of obedience to the divine
will, and they need not fear but the Lord will provide for all their
need, both spiritual and temporal. But on the other hand, if they
are out of the path of duty, they have not the same warrant to
expect that He will supply their necessities. He may make them
suffer in soul and body for their disobedience. Better is this
chastisement, perhaps, than to be outwardly prospered while in a
wrong course. This might only mean: "Ephraim is joined to his
idols; let him alone."

In conclusion, we remark that this word" Jehovah-jireh" is a
strong staff for the poor of the flock of Christ to lean upon in view
of a coming year with all its concerns and anxieties. "He will
not break the brl)ised reed nor quench the smoking flax," but will
"lead forth judgment into victory." "Trust ye in the Lord for
ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." But what
shall be said to those who have no promise to lean upon, who a~e

still trusting in themselves and their own righteousness for eternity?
Their false confidence will not always stand. Let them now awake
out of sleep and flee for their life to the Son of God, the Saviour
of "that which was lost," otherwise their house shall fall in the
day of the storm and the tempest, and they shall perish in its ruins.
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!' For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life."-JoH='I iii. 16.

OUR text, as Luther has said, is a little Bible in itself. In our
exposition, we shall regard the text as a chain, by means of

which poor sinners may become bound in the bundle of life with
the Lord their God. A chain is made up of links, and the links
of this chain are four in number. These are :-

1.-The source of the salvation of sinners of mankind;
II.-The way in which this salvation was procured;
IlL-The greatness of the salvation; and
IV.-The manner in which sinners become interested in this

salvation.
1.-The source of the salvation of sinners is God's love to the

world. In regard to those who ultimately perish, the Scriptures
everywhere represent them as the proper cause of their own ruin.
"The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands." As that
ruin comes from God upon sinners, we must, with the Scriptures
before us, conclude that its source in God is His avenging justice.
It is, because to Him belong vengeance and recompense that
their foot slides)n due time (Deut. xxxii. 35). But the Scriptures
nowhere teach that sinners are the' proper cause of their own
salvation. The source and, indeed, cause of the salvation of as
many of the race as escape perishing, is God's love. So is the
matter represented to us in the words of our text: "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

This love, which is the spring and proper cause of the salvation
of sinners, is a love that, as being the love of God, is like God
Himself-infinite in its nature. As the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are His thoughts of love towards poor sinners higher
than our thoughts. It is a love which passeth knowledge. That,
we may say, is the manner in which Scripture generally speaks of
the source or origi'n of the salvation of sinners. And being infinite
in its nature, it is comparatively but little that we can really com
prehend of it. Yet, from another point of view, it may be held
that not a little concerning this love may be learned if we consider
its object. The object of that love which is the spring of man's
salvation, is "the world." From this we gather:-

(I) That this ~ove is a pitying love. The world is here viewed
as an undeserving-yea, an ill-deserving-world, a world of

/
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sinners. So the Holy Spirit, through the Apostle Paul, puts it
elsewhere: "He commendeth his love towards us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Our text teaches that it
was not God's purpose, in virtue of the gospel, to manifest the good
ness of any creature, but rather to manifest His own goodness,
seeing that He bestows such unspeakable favours upon creatures
who deserved so ill at His hands. And, to use an illustration,
just as a teacher, in giving demonstrations, makes use of a black:
board because the blackness of the board sets forth to better
advantage the whiteness of the chalk he makes use of, so God,
in order to make the nature of that pitying love which is
the source of our salvation better understood, and to make its
freeness more abundantly evident, set it not upon objects that
were deserving of it, but upon creatures the most undeserving-a
world that lay in wickedness.

(2) That this love is a large or comprehensive love. It is a love
which embraced not the nation of the Jews only, but every nation
under heaven.

We have often thought that this aspect of divine truth must
have been to the Apostle John, the human author of the Gospel
in which our text occurs, a source of profoundest comfort. He
was, as to birth and upbringing, a Jew of the Jews. But as the
Scriptures themselves-corroborating the consentient testimony of 
the ancient Church-teach us, his lot, in his riper years, was to
have had his mission assigned him in Asia Minor, to have been
placed among a people who but recently had been aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise.
The case having been so with him, it must have been with pro
foundest gratitude that he recalled so many of our Lord's
utterances in _the days of His flesh, which intimated that His
saving operations were not to be limited to the Jewish nation, but
were to embrace every nation and people under the sun. As the
labours of his riper, years were among a people not by fleshly
descent of the seed of Abraham, he would, with great comfort,
recall that it was not for sinners of the Jews only that the good
Shepherd laid down His life, but that His were other sheep also
which were not of that fold, and that, by His death, them also He
must bring in, so that there should be but" one fold and one
shepherd." It would be with like gratitude that he recalled the
promise tbat, when the Holy Ghost should come in New Testa
ment fulness, they.were not sinners of the Jews only who were to
be the subjects of His saving grace, but that He was to convince
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment. And in
like manner, we believe that it was with unspeakable comfort the
Apostle John recalled the words of our text, declaring that the
love of the Father embraced not sinners of the Jews only, but had
as its objects the world. "For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life." The Apostle John,
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although removed so far from his native land, would still feel at
home as he recalled the circumstance that his labours-if not
among a people who were Jews by nature-were, notwithstanding,
among a people who were the objects of the Father's love, a
people for whom Christ died, a people among whom the Holy
Spirit was carrying on His saving operations. And if the Apostle,
who was not by nature a sinner of the Gentiles, dwelt thankfully
upon this aspect of divine truth, as the place the doctrine in
question obtains in his writings clearly shows, how much greater
cause of thankfulness have we, who are not of the Jewish race by
nature, but sinners of the Gentiles, that the grace of God should
embrace us in its ambit? .

(3) That this love is a love which is fruitful in results.
The fact of "the world" being said' to be the'" object of that
love which is the source or spring of man's salvation,· suggests
how marvellous the ultimate success of Christ's cause is to
be. For it implies, we believe, that at the last day it will appear
that Christ was worthy not only of the name, "Saviour," but also
of the title, "Saviour of the world." And just as when one views
the comparative smallness of Denmark' and the greatness of
Britain, King Edwa,rd VII. may be said to have honoured the
whole Court of Denmark in taking his bride from among them, so
God may be said to have honoured the whole human race in
taking from among them a bride, even the Church, for His Son,
Jesus Christ.

(4) But this infinite love of God, which. is the source of the
salvati~n of sinners, as it is, in relation to its objects, a pitying
and comprehensive and marvellously fruitful love, so it is, on the
part of God, a love which is self-denying. For as truly as it was
a self-denying act on the part of the Son to have made Himself of
no reputation, in assuming the form of a servant, so truly was it
equally a self-denying act on the part of the Father when He sent
His Son into the world to be the Saviour of that which was lost.
But this bri~gs us to the second link in our chain.

n.-The way in which the salvation of sinners was procured.
How was the salvation of sinners procured? It was by an
infinitely marvellous display of that very love which is the source
of their salvation. God gave His only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever
lasting life. In this connection, then, we have to attend to the
marvellousness of the manifestation of divine love, which is made
through Christ crucified, and also to the manner in which this
manifestation of love procures the salvation of the lost.

(I) Consider then in connection with the former of thes.e
considerations that the Son given is the only begotten Son of God.
Other sons, indeed, God had. For example, angels appear to be
called His sons in Job xxxviii. 7; and an innumerable number of
redeemed sinners of mankind become sons in virtue of adoption.
But not one of these is, in this high sense, a begotten son. Christ
is the only begotten Son of the Father; that is to say, Christ is a
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Son, the only Son who has the Father's very nature, and that not
in the sense of having part of the whole, but in the sense of having
the same identical, infinite, divine nature with the Father. Nor
is it an unwarranted, but well grounded conclusion, that the
Father beholds His own infinite nature in the Person of this Son,
and loves it infinitely in that Person. The Word that was and is
in eternal, ineffable fellowship with God, was and is Himself God;
one with the Father "in the incomprehensible unity of the
Godhead," as the late Dr. Charles Brown, of Edinburgh, was so
fond of putting it. That, we take it, is the force of the expression
" only begotten," viz. :-that to Christ appertained the Father's own
nature, a circumstance that as to His essential nature raises Him
infinitely above all creatures, and a circumstance which implies
that Christ was and ever is the object of the Father's necessary,
as well as infinite love.

(2) But, still further, we have to remember what indeed the
Gospel everywhere lays so great emphasis upon, that this Son, the
object of the Father's ineffable love, did not become in a less
degree the object of His love, when, in order to carry out the
Father's own will, the Son assumed a nature which was not His
from everlasting, and thus entered upon a state of poverty and
of humiliation. Christ was none the less the Son of God because,
being made of a woman, He became man. The Son of God
incarnate is still the only begotten Son of God (John iii. 16), His
own Son (Romans viii. 3%); and as He was none the less the
Son of God when, through the'incarnation, He became what
He had not been-so, equally, He was none the less the object
of the Father's ineffable regard and love as the Son of God
incarnate, than He had been the object of that love ere yet
the incarnation had taken place, in the Father's bosom, with
no nature His but the divine. It was touching the incarnate
Son that the voice was heard at Jordan: "This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased." It was touching the same
incarnate Son that the voice from the excellent glory, on the
mount of transfiguration, was proclaimed: "This is my beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased, hear ye Him." And it was
through the giving of this beloved Son that the Father gave perfect
expression to His own pitying love towards sinners, and it was
through that manifestation of pitying love that the salvation of
sinners was procured.

What is meant by ",giving" the Son? God may be said to give
the Son in a twofold way, and although it is to the former of these
ways that our text immediately looks, yet the second manner of
giving is implicit in our text, and must be attended to in expound-
ing the mind of the Spirit in this portion of His word. .

(I) First of all, the Father gave the Son when, in the fulness of
time, He sent Him into this world. To whom did He give Him?
He gave Him doubtless on behalf of sinners, and, because of that,
He may be said to have given Him to sinners when He sent Him
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into the world. But although Christ was thus given on behalf of
sinners, it was really to Himself that He gave Him. And why to
Himself? In order to satisfy His justice, and in order that-His
justice beinl?; satisfied-it should be He, whose gracious counten
ance would be the salvation of lost sinners. But, one may ask,
Is it clearly revealed that God, in sending 'His Son into the world,
gave Him to Himself, gave Him, in other words, in order to
satisfy His own justice? Unquestionably" it is so revealed. For
Christ, in coming into the world and in being obedient unto
death, was but carrying out the Father's will and purpose; so that,
in that sense, what the Son did the Father. did also. But that
Christ gave Himself to God is expressly and frequently taught us
,in the word of inspiration. Did He not give Himself an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour? (Eph. v. 2.)
Did He not, according to Hebrews ix. 14, offer Himself through
the Eternal Spirit without spot to God? There can be be no
question that Christ's main end in coming into the world, His
main end in descending ,into the valley of humiliation, until He
reached the Cross, was that He might give Himself as a sacrifice
unto God. And it was just in that sense and for that main end that
the Father gave His Son, gave Him to be lifted up, the anti-type
of that brazen serpe'nt which Moses erected upon a pole in the
wilderness. And, truly, it was a fearful. thing for the Son to have
been given in this sense. But we must be on our guard against
imagining for'a moment that because God gave Christ to His own
avenging justice, that, therefore, the sufferings of the Son of God,
when thus given, were a matter of indifference to the Father who
gave Him. It is just as we realise that when He bruised Him,
He was still the object of His infinite affection, the object of a
love which, although free, was necessary, that we can have any
apprehension of the proof given of God's love to sinners in the
death of Christ. The cries of the young ravens when hungry are
not a matter of indifference to God. How infinitely more could
it not h$lve been a matter of indifference to Him when it was His
own Son, the only begotten Son, who offered up to Him prayers
and supplications, with strong crying and tears? Nay, must we
not say that if, according to Jeremiah xxxi. 18-20, when He
regards the pangs of a sinner ,whom He hath rebuked for his sins,
and who, in consequence, lays his sins to heart, God's bowels are
moved for such an one, how infinitely more is the language
applicable to the state of mind in which He must have heard the
cry of the only begotten Son when, having been made a curse,
He cried, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?"
The giving of the Son of God, to which our text primarily refers,
.was so far from being a matter of indifference to God that it was'
through it God gave perfect expression to His infinite self-deny
ing love, and through this giving His pitying love is felt upon

. Calvary in its noon-day heat. And, moreover, this was a wise
giving on the part of God, for by giving His Son to Himself, even
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to His avenging justice, He realised a basis in righteousness
whereby He is just, in the sense of giving each his own, especially
in the sense of giving to God, the Judge of the whole earth, His
own, when He justifies those that believe upon Jesus. In this
way it is seen that He procured the salvation of sinners by an
infinite manifestation of pitying, self-denying love.

But (2) in oraer that God's purpose in giving His Son to His
own avenging justice in the days of that Son's flesh, might be
accomplished, it is necessary that there should be another manner
of giving, that is to say, it is necessary that God who, in sending
His Son into this world gave Him to Himself, should through a
preached Gospel give Him to sinners. This He does. For in
the offer of the Gospel, Christ Jesus is, according to Gal. iii. I,

evidently set forth before the eyes of sinners, crucified among
them. The testimony of a preached Gospel is that God hath
given to us sinners, eternal life, and that life is in His Son.
Sinners as such have through the Gospel, a warrant which must
not be questioned, to appropriate Jesus Christ for salvation as
their own. No other but sinners have this warrant, for Christ did
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. He
came to save that which was lost; and if we can prove ourselves
sinners, no creature in heaven, earth, or hell can legitimately call
in question our warrant to appropriate the Son of God, the
satisfier of divine justice, as our own.

IlL-But how great is that salvation which God through the
giving of His Son procured for sinners? They are saved from
perishing, and they are put in possession of eternal life. That
is an awful word, perishing, when it is spoken in regard of creatures
who are destined to have a self-conscious existence, not only after
they have drawn the last breath upon this earth, but even after the
great day of judgment is past-who are destined, in a word, to
enter upon an eternal state. The devil, who is a murderer from
the beginning, only then realises his full wish, when that state
proves for sinners of the human race a lost state. Yet apart from
the intervention of the Son of God, it is certain that the portion
of the whole human race must have been with the devil and his
angels. Do not the words of our text clearly imply that, if no
Saviour had been provided, the whole human race would have
miserably and eternally perished; that those, who by believing
upon the Son of God are saved from perishing, would, if they had
not thus believed upon Him, have inevitably perished' and that
those who do not believe upon the Son of God will certainly for
ever sink in endless despair? For we through sinning against
God lost that favour with which God regarded us in our first
creation, and we procured for ourselves God's intolerable wr"ath.
·Now, herein is seen the greatness of the salvation which God
procured through the death of His Son. Christ, through His
blood and righteousness, not only turned away the intolerable
never-ending wrath which we procured for ourselves, but also
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inasmuch as His work was the condition of God's countenance
being lifted upon us, procured for us a favour which is better than
natural life, which indeed from its depth and enduringness is
worthy the name, eternal life. We opened hell for ourselves, and
we closed heaven against ourselves. But Christ opened heaven
the heaven that we had shut against ourselves-opened it, we say,
for us, and the hell that we had opened for ourselves, He closed
against us, achieving the opening of the former and the closing of
the latter in such a sure way that His gracious work for us can
never be reversed-whilst, blessed be His name, the opening of
hell and the closing of heaven which we, through our wicked
works, achieved, is, through grace, reversible upon earth.

IV.-This brings us to say a word in the last place in answer to
the question, "How may sinners become interested in this much
needed and glorious salvation?" Our Lord's answer is that it is
by faith in Him who, on behalf of poor sinners turned away the
avenging wrath of God, and procured for sinners a favour which is
better than life, in which indeed tru~ life lies. It is by faith in
Him who must needs have been given, in order that these blessings
might be procured, and in the thus giving of whom the pitying
infinite grace of God came to its rights, that we are saved.

When the Israelites were bitten of fiery serpents, and God had
ordered that a serpent of brass should be erected upon a pole,
there .was one condition upon which alone the wounded of Israel
got good of the provision of God in the brazen serpent. The

, bitten of the serpents must look upon the serpent of brass; in no
other way could they benefit by it but by attending to this. But as
God could not lie, neither could they who looked, die of the wounds
inflicted by the serpents. And similarly in regard to sinners and
the Gospel. Sinners in yielding to the'spirit that now worketh in
the children of disobedience have wounded themselves with a
wound which, if not attended to, must end in the second death,
while in regard to God's provision for sinners so wounded, namely,
Jesus ~hrist and Him crucified, it matters not what we do, if we
do not believe in the only begotten Son of God, crucified for us ;
we shall have no lasting benefit through this provision; but if, on
the other hand, we fall in with this way, as God cannot lie,
we cannot be lost, nor fail of being put in possession of eternal
glory.

It is a great matter in this concern that the object of faith
be understood. "The Lord Christ," says a scribe well
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven, "in the work of His
mediation, as the ordinance of God for the recovery and salvation
of lost sinners, is the proper adequate object of justifying faith."
It is this object which we have sought, however feebly, to set'
before ourselves and you in this discourse.

The faith to which we are called in order to our eternal salvation
is essentially trust in the one foundation laid for the poor in Zion.
This trust is wrought in the heart of sinners through that Holy
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Spirit, the indispensibleness of whose new creative work, Christ
insists upon in the beginning of that discourse with Nicodemus
of which our text forms a part, even that Holy Spirit whom Christ
by the work which He finished upon Calvary procured for sinners.
The warrant for our exercising, as sinners, self-condemned, this
trust is God's giving this Mediator to sinners as such in the offer
of the Gospel; and we believe no one ever fully realised how freely
God gives His Son to sinners in the Gospel. This faith, whereby
we become interested in the salvation of God, may indeed be
considered as a new, or spiritual eyesight, a new, or spiritual hearing,
but it is, as we have said, in its essential act, trust, or confidence.

Is it not a matter of profoundest thankfulness that God requires
of us in order to our being saved only that we should be heartily
shut up to His own way of saving sinners through Christ crucified,
yea, so shut up to this way, as that we should renounce every
other, especially the way of having some dependence upon our
selves as the authors of our own salvation? May the Lord .bless
to us His word!

U:be late !lJ)rB. <Brabam, St. 3ube'fl,
(Blasgow.

T HE longer we live, the more we are conyinced that some of
Christ's brightest jewels are hid from the world, and to a

large extent even from the most of the Lord's people with whom
they associate in church fellowship. This proceeds either from
a desire, on the part of such, to eschew all appearance of ostenta
tion in the great concerns of religion, or ~rum real, genuine
modesty. But, in most cases, to\vards the en of their earthly
pilgrimage, such unfold their mind to some in whom they have
confidence. This was true of Mrs. Graham.

Mrs. Graham 'was born in Bridgeton, Glasgow. more than
eighty years ago. Her father was a Scotch man, and her mother
an Englishwoman. Her father was a God-fearing man, and,
although he died when she was about four yea s of age, she
remembered to her dying day how he trained her to pray. Her
grandmother was also a godly woman, who held in her po session,
as a most valuable treasure, a plait of the hair 0 an ancestor who
shed his blood, at the times of persecution, for Christ's crown and
covenant. Her mother married again, and endea\'oured to. bring
her children to the Episcopal Church, but the subject of our
narrative could not be prevailed upon to leave the Church of
her father. It appears to us that she must have been converted
even at the age of four years; for we cannol conceive how orie so
young could have decided as she did, had she had nothing in her
but unchanged nature. The fact that she remembered her
father's efforts to train her in the fear of God at so early a period
of her life, goes far to prove that the impression was deeper than
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the bare efforts even of a godly father could effect. She continued,
through her long lifetime, at every step, to prove that she could
not be made to depart from the truth of God and from worship
agreeable thereto, by men. That she was a godly woman, none
who knew what godliness means, could doubt. Of the time or
manner of her conversion, we are not in a position to offer to our
readers anything but the suggestions which we have made above.

Her love to the Word of God-the paramount value she
perceived in it, and how trifling earthly things appeared to her
when they came into competition with it-was one of her most
striking characteristics.

She came out at the Disruption in 1843, and continued right
through an ardent believer in Christ's absolute right to rule in
His Church by His own Word and- Spirit. When the Free
Church began to depart from the Word of God and the Confession
of Faith, it grieved her exceedingly. The stand made in 1893
was hailed by her with much rejoicing and thankfulness, of which
mind she continued steadfast unto the end. 'She ~lways asked
us, " How is that little body-our poor little Church-getting on ?
Do you meet on your travels any appearance of the Spirit's work
among the people?" The manner in which she spoke these
words revealed how deep a place in her affections the Free
Presbyterian Church had, and how much she yearned after the
salvation of poor sinners within our borders. But she loved
her because of the stand made by her for purity and peace in the
truth. She often said to us, "What will the whole world do for
us if we should lose the truth? 0, the precious Word in which
Christ is offered to us! What could we do without Christ?"
She laid hold on the Word of promise by faith, and with the most
childlike simplicity placed absolute trust in it.

She was a modest, humble, and simple woman; but in prayer,
her daughters wrote, "'Ve were always struck with the depth of
her expressions and well-chosen language, being full of adoration
for the Redeemer." A few days before her end came, she lay in
bed with her two hands clasped, and her eyes closed. One of her
daughters, unwittingly, spoke to her. She opened her eyes and
said gravely, "I am in the presence of the King." These were
the last words she was able to utter.

We desire to express our deep sympathy with all her family.
They have lost a godly mother; we, a very true friend. N. C.

The Life of William Huntington, S.S.-We observe from
the book list of Messrs. Farncombe & Son, Imperial Buildings,
Ludgate Circus, London, that a life of this remarkable and God
honoured preacher of the gospel, who flourished at the beginning
of the 19th century, is shortly expected to appear from the pen
of Mr. Thomas Wright, Olney. This is the first formal and
exhaustive life of Mr. Huntington that has yet appeared, and will
be attractively got up. It ought to secure many subscribers.
The price is 5/- net.
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BbbreBBeB to the ll)eople of ~tahette.
Designed to assist the Labour of lWissionaries and other

Instructors of the Ignorant.

By THE LATE REV. JOHN LOVE, D.D.
(Continuedfrom page 271.)

NINTH ADDRESS.

MEN and women of Otaheite, in the presence of J ehovah, the
living God, and in the presence of His holy angels, we

again stand before you to declare the great Saviour of the world.
You are greatly in need of this Saviour. The wicked spirits of
hell have been deceiving you and persuading you to do evil. You
have yielded to these wicked spirits; they have made you to turn
away from Him who created you. You have forgotten the true
God, who is worthy of all honour because He is infinitely great,
powerful, wise, good, and holy. You, who could not make your
selves, who cannot make a single living fly, h~ve attempted to
imagine new gods. You have worshipped them that never had a
being-that never did you any good. You have forgotten those
immortal spirits within your bodies, made in the j,mage of God;
and, like the dogs and swine that run up and down with their
faces looking towards the ground, you have only thought about
eating, and drinking, and dancing, and dishonouring those bodies
in which your immortal spirits dwell. You have been sporting
and laughing, and have not at all considered that you must die in
a little while, and go forth into eternity. And all the while the
holy eyes of Jehovah have been looking at you. He might have
cast you into the black world of the wicked spirits; but He now
says, "Awake, ye people of Otaheite, repent of your wickedness,
forsake the wicked spirits who led you astray, flee from the black
world of hell; look to me and be saved; hearken to my servants
who show you the way of salvation; be still and know that I am
God."

Brethren and sisters, we are, all of us, blind in our souls. We
do not see Jehovah as the holy angels in heaven behold Him.
And often when He manifested Himself to our fathers of old they
were filled with terror, and were quite ashamed to come near
Him. And they could not find it out-how so holy and great a
God could be kind to such sinful, polluted wretcbes who deserve
to perish. For there is much wickedness in us from our very
birth. Even when we are little children we are false and froward,
and delight in doing evil things, and are unwilling to know the
true God and to thank and glorify Him. And when we grow up
and have the understanding of men, and try to worship God and
do good things, there is wickedness in it. Our works are not holy
enough; the eyes of J ehovah cannot look at them with pleasure.

But behold, ye people of Otaheite, the mercy and love of
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J ehovah. That great God, Jehovah, whom the angels of heaven
worship, hath become a man, that He might save us. That man
who is Jehovah-He is the Saviour of the world. Think of this
with wonder: a man like to one of us, who is at the same time
J ehovah, the Creator of heaven and earth; this Man is able to
save us all.

And that you may still farther know the infinite condescension
of the Almighty J ehovah, consider that this Man was at first a
little infant, and was born of a woman. We know, the name of
the woman of whom He was born. She was caned Mary. She
was descended from a great family of kings. But because the
Man who is God must be exceedingly pure, He was formed in
the womb of that woman by the power of J ehovah while she was
a pure virgin, and had never been with .any man as her husband.
So it had been foretold long before by one of the ancient fathers:
" Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel," which signifies, God with us. Thus the Man
who is J ehovah was at first a little infant. But though He was an
infant He was unspeakably pure and gloriou;;,within. So that the
holy angels of heaven came to the place where He was born, and
looked at Him with wonder, and worshipped Him, knowing that
He was God, their Creator, and that His little human soul was far
more pure than themselves. And when they came away from the
place, as they passed through the air they made it to resound with
heavenly music, and were heard singing thus, "Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill towards men."

Ye who desire to be saved and to dwell with J ehovah in heaven
after you are dead, hear the name of the blessed Saviour of the
world. He is called JESUS CHRIST, a name which signifies the
anointed Deliverer or Saviour. And we will tell you in what
manner He is the Deliverer and Saviour of miserable sinners.
You remember the ten holy commandments of J ehovah, which
He pronounced with an awful voice in the ears of the people of
Israel. It is by breaking these holy commandments that sinful
men have lost the hope of everlasting blessedness in heaven, and
have deserved to be cast into the black world of wicked spirits.
But Jesus Christ, the Man who is J ehovah, came forth to ransom
sinners from hell, and to purchase for them the everlasting
blessedness of heaven. For this purpose, being born wonderfully
pure, He had all the commandments of J ehovah laid up in His
heart. The commandments of Jehovah require the most perfect
purity and that there should be a continual burning in the heart
of love to God and man, and that this love should be constantly,
as it were, sending forth a sweet odour, like that of a delicious
garden, in all the thoughts, words, actions, and behaviour. This
offering of pure obedience the holy child Jesus presented to
J ehovah the Father every day-every hour all the day long.
Therefore the heart of Jehovah the Father was continually
delighted and ravished in looking at Him. Think, we beseech
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you, of this glorious Man who is Jehovah, the Son of God; think
of His spotless purity; think of the majesty of His obedience to
the laws of God. He honoured Jehovah more in one day than
all the angels of heaven could do for thousands of years.

The wonderful child, Jesus, grew up from infancy to manhood
constantly filled with the sweetness of holy love, and drawing
down the favour and kindness of J ehovah on unworthy trans
gressors by His own pure and glorious obedience. But He came
to suffer the punishment due to transgressors as well as to fulfil
the commandments which they had broken. Consider, we
beseech you, the love and dignity of this wonderful Sufferer. He
was Himself all light, purity, majesty, and brightness, but He
stood forth to answer for the crimes of thousands of thousands of
sinners, yea, for as many crimes as there are grains of sand on
these shores. Had He not been- Jehovah, He could not have
done it. It was therefore astonishing in the eyes of the holy
angels of heaven to see this blessed and holy One reduced to
poverty, filled often with inward sorrow, frequently weeping with
anguish, and at the same time bated; insulted, and reproached by
the sinners whom He came to save. You will hardly be able to
believe it, that men could be so ungrateful and wicked. But the
wicked spirits hardened their hearts and deceived them. These
wicked spirits also came upon the holy Jesus with their utmost
fury, and often made Him very sorrowful.

Thus He went on for more than thirty years obeying the
commandments of J ehovah and enduring innumerable griefs, that
He might deliver His vile enemies from hell and lift them up to
the joys of heaven.

But when J ehovah thus appeared as a man, you will desire to
know how He behaved Himself- towards the sinful children of
men. Hearken diligently and we will tell you. It will make your
hearts glad to hear it. He was God, full of power and majesty,
full of love, grace, and compassion. He was at the same time
Man, melting with the most tender bowels of compassion towards
sinful men.

In his appearance, therefore, and deportment, there was an
astonishing majesty, dignity, and purity, softened with gentleness,
condescension, and compassionate tenderness. The meanest and
most unworthy creatures were encouraged to come near Him, if
they wanted deliverance from distress of any kind.>..:..-if they were
willing to be instructed, saved, and comforted. He permitted
some to become His intimate friends, and to be with Him from
day to day. They felt themselves, as it were, in heaven while He
suffered them to be near Him, to lean on His bosom, and to
behold His countenance, while He poured His wisdom, love, <l;nd
purity into their souls. When, however, the rays of His divine
majesty brake in upon them, they were sometimes ready to sink
under the overwhelming splendour, but His grace and compassion
cheered and supported them. At all times they felt in His
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presence a solemn awe and an attracting sweetness. They durst
not trifle j they could not be discouraged. Such was the behaviour
of the Man who is Jehovah among His intimate friends. But He
came abroad into the world, and made Himself familiarly known
to great multitudes of people in the country where He was born.
When great crowds of people were gathered round Him, He spake
to them, warning them to prepare for eternity, showing them their

. wickedness, and inviting them to trust in Himself for salvation.
And that they might know Him to be God, abie to save them,
He frequently, by speaking a single word, opened the eyes of the
blind and healed the most incurable diseases j and at some times,
in a moment, He raised dead persons to life.

Beloved friends, His human soul and body are no lunger in this
world j they are in heaven, far abov,e the glorious angels in the
midst of the throne of Jehovah. But because He is Jehovah, He
knows that we are now speaking to you of Him, and His heart is
melting with love towards you. He is present now amongst us
by His divine power, and is ready-if you earnestly seek for Him
-to take each one of you by the band and to introduce you to
the favour of His eternal Father. Hereafter we will tell you what
terrible sufferings He endured before He left this world, when He
offered Himself a bloody sacrifice for the sins of all who should,
at any time and in any country, put their trust in Him.

Brethren and sisters, it is the desire of our hearts that you may
know the Saviour of the world. We came from afar to tell you of
Him, but we cannot make you to know Him-we cannot take
away the darkness of your minds. He can do it. We will call
upon Him to make Himself known to you.

" Jesus, who art the Son of God J ehovah, who didst come into
the world to save sinners, look down from thy heavenly throne on
this island of Otaheite. Behold these men, women, and little
children. They have done evil, but now they desire to know thy
name and to feel thy salvation. Glorious Jesus, come to them!
Dart some beams of thy light into their minds; touch their hearts
with holy fire. Make them to become sorrowful for their wicked
ness j make them to become joyful and exceeding glad in knowing
Thee. Show them thy beauty j draw them by thy love. Drive
the wicked spirits from among them. Lead them to thy heaven,
that they may rejoice with Thee for ever, and may be always
loving and praising Thee, who art, with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, the one God Jehovah, blessed to eternity! Amen."

TENTH ADDRESS.

MEN and women, natives of this island, who dwell here cherished
in the bosom of divine goodness, but who must in a little while
pass away into the unseen regions of eternity, to you is the Word
of salvation sent j to you the merciful Jesus, Saviour of the world,
now stretches forth His hands. And while we declare to you that

26
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wonderful Man who is God over all, blessed for ever, the holy
angels stand by looking at you and wondering, and they whisper
to each other, "How attentively these people of Otaheite listen!
Now they are going to repent of their wickedness. Now we will
sing over them while they fall down, weeping, at the feet of Jesus,
who will save them."

Jehovah, our God, is a consuming fire, a very jealous God.
Because He is infinitely good, evil cannot dwell with Him. They
who love wickedness in their hearts, hate J ehovah. And they who
hate Jehovah would fight against Him, and if they were strong
enough, would destroy Him. They would pull down the throne
of J ehovah, and consequently dissolve the frame of heaven and
earth. This wickedness J ehovah sees working secretly in the
hearts of the children of men. It must be'punished. J ehovah,
who is infinitely glorious and lovely, will be avenged on ail that
wickedly hate Him. But amidst the burning flames of the purity
of J ehovah, there is a tender melting of compassion towards sinful
men. He knows they cannot endure His dreadful indignation,
and He desires to save them from perishing; therefore He hath
sent forth the Man who is J ehovah. The Father, who is J ehovah,
sent His only begotten Son, who is also J ehovah. He came forth
in the form of a servant, in the likeness of sinful flesh. That Man
did no wickedness. He loved J ehovah more than the angels of
heaven were able to do. That Man, when a child and all along
His life, presented every day to Jebovah the sweet, perfumed
offering of pure obedience. The holy love of the beart of tbat
Man delighted the eyes of J ehovah.

We are going to unfold a mystery exceedingly awful yet exceed
ingly sweet. You who have done wickedness have been laughing
all the while; you have not mourned nor wept for your wicked
ness. But think, we beseech you, ye people of Otaheite-think
of the Man who is J ehovah. He did no wickedness; He was
purer than the angels. But He did not laugh. He was" a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief"; He was often exceedingly
grieved, so that He sighed and groaned, and tears rolled down
His majestic countenance. The holy angels stood by astonished,
and would have wept with Him, but they knew the reason of His
sorrow. That Man came forth that Jehovah might punish Him
for the crimes of many millions of sinners; He came into the
world that He might, like a lamb, offer Himself up a bloody
sacrifice before J ehovah, that all who trust in Him may be saved.

Brethren and sisters, we are going to tell you bow Jesus, the
Man who is J ehovah, offered Himself a bloody sacrifice, that He
might save many wicked men and women. You must be very
still, and listen very attentively. If anyone shall be so wicked as
to laugh, or turn away, while we declare this awful mystery,
J ehovah will look with anger at that man or wuman, and, it may
be, will strike him dead in a little while. It is our desire that
none of you may be struck dead, but that everyone of you may
know the merciful Saviour of the world.
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Jehovah is tHe Judge of the whole earth. We have told you
why it is that He punisheth wickedness. It is not from cruelty,
for He is infinitely good; but because He hates cruelty and all
other wickedness, therefore He will punish the wicked. And in
punishing wickedness He proceeds with awful majesty and power.
His throne of judgment is high in the heavens. This great earth
is only the footstool of that throne. "I beheld," said one of the
haly fathers, "till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of
days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his
head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and
his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth
from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment
was set, and the books were opened." Jesus, the Man who is
J ehovah, appeared before this throne. He had a right to sit upon
it, but being man as well as God, He stood before the throne of
J ehovah, to be punished for the crimes of a world of sinners. And
when that glorious Man saw Jehovah the Father sitting on the
throne of judgment to punish Him, He was overwhelmed WIth
distress.

It was in the dark night in a lonely garden, while He lay
prostrate on the ground praying to Jehovah the Father, then
J ehovah, though He loved Him dearly as His own Son, began to
look awfully upon Him because of the wickedness of mankind.
Then Jesus saw the throne of Jehovah, and Him who sitteth on
it frowning upon Him, and He also saw the black wickedness of
the multitudes of sinners which was laid upon Him. And though
His human soul was full of strength and courage, and burned with
love to sinners and to God, yet He felt such inward anguish, and
there was such a terrible struggle and agony in His breast, that
His very blood came through His skin like a sweat all over His
body, and dropped on the cold ground whereon He lay. This
was enough to have killed Him, but He had divine strength, and
therefore-the terrible anguish being a little abated-He rose from
the ground and stood up, full of sweetness, composure, and
strength, waiting fot His enemies, who, He knew, were just about
to come upon Him.

(To be COl1tinued.)

The Salvation Army.-There are many who though
repelled by the religious methods of the Army are yet enthusiastic
admirers of its philanthropic work and willingly support it. To
all such we would recommend the reading of The Salvation Army
and the Public by John Manson, a most damaging criticism' of
this modern institution in which such an effort is made to mix up
the World and the Church. This book may be had from George
Routledge & Son, London, for sixpence, and will be a revelation
to not a few.



340 The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

Scottisb 1beroines of tbe jfaitb.
By THE REV. D. BEATON, WICK.

(Continued jrom page 298.)

MRS. BROWN, OF PRIESTHILL.*

AMONG the cruel persecutors of the Covenanters there is
. probably no name so execrated as that of the "bloody

Claverse." Notwithstanding all the efforts that have been made
to vindicate his memory-and he has had faithful defenders-he
stands at the bar of popular opinion in Scotland as a criminal
charged with deeds of almost namele~s cruelty. And-even sober
and· unbiassed history gives him enough to answer for. The
latest and most thorough study of the CQvenanting period- The
Covenanters, by Dr. King Hewison-has done nothing to overturn
the popular verdict. If anything, it has drawn the lines heavier
where they were black enough already. His admirers have praised
him for his beauty, his military genius, bravery, and unselfish
devotion to his king. But others who have not come under his
fascinating spell, fail to see these virtues in the hero of Killie
crankie, and are only too willing to join with the Ettrick Shepherd
in ascribing to him" the nature of a wolf, if he had the bravery of
a bull-dog." Our main interest in Claverhouse for the present is
the part he is said to have taken in one of the most cold-blooded
and affecting tragedies that stain the page of Scottish history-the
death of John Brown, of Priesthill.

It was the month of May, 168s-the same month and year
that saw the tragedy of the Wigtown martyrs. Here is Claver
house's own account of the matter, in a letter written to the
Duke of Queensberry on Sabbath the 3rd of May, 168S :-" On
Frayday last," he writes, "amongst the hills betwixt Douglas and
the Plellands, we purseued tuo fellous a great way throu the
mosses, and in end seised them. They had no armes about them,
and denayed they had any; but being asked if they would take
the abguration, the eldest of tuo, called John Broun, refused it,
nor would he swear not to ryse in armes against the King, but said
he kneu no King; upon which, and there being found bullets and
match in his house, and treasonable peapers, I caused shoot him
dead, which he suffered very inconcernedly."

This letter in itself is sufficiently damaging to those who would
seek to exonerate Graham of Claverhouse from any participation
in the murder of John Brown, of Priesthill, but it is not the only
evidence,though Aytoun, in his Lays of the Scottish Cavaliers, says
that" For forty-three years after the Revolution the details of thi~

atrocious murder were never revealed to the public! Nowhere in
print or pamphlet, memoir, history, or declaration published
previously to Wodrow- J7 22-does even the name of John

* This sketch has already appeared in the Protestant T¥oman.
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Brown occur, save once in the Cloud of Witnesses, a work which
appeared in 17 14, and in that work no details are given, the
narrative being comprehended in a couple of lines." Dr. Smellie,
in his Men of the Covenant, answers Aytou\l by saying: "But, as
D1'. Hay Fleming replies, 'Aytoun's search must have been per
functorily performed.' In a pamphlet by Alexander Shields,
published immediately after the Revolution, the tragedy is thus
told: 'The said Claverhouse, in May, 1685, apprehended John
Brown in Priesthill, in the parish of Moorkirk, in the shire of Air,
being at his work about his own house, and shot him dead before
his own door, in presence of his wife.' A year later Gilbert Rule
gives a brief but explicit account of the martyrdom. - Two years
afterwards there is aliusion to it again in ol'le of the best-known
controversial books of the time. The Royalist professor has been
negligent in his scrutiny."

Before coming to describe the dire tragedy of that early May
mQrning, a word or two must be said about her who played such
a noble part when the cruel messenger of death came so suddenly
to her home. John Brown and Isabel Weir had been together
but three short years. It was Alexander Peden, the Prophet of
the Covenant, who joined them together in the bonds of matri
mony. And in keeping with the weird mystery that surrounded
his person and sayings, he turned to the bride, who then had no
consciousness of the terrible fate awaiting her husband, and said,
" !sabel, you have got a good man, but you will not enjoy him
long. Prize his company, and keep linen by you to be his
winding-sheet, for you will need it when not looking for it, and it
will be a bloody one."

The night before the fateful May morning when Isabel Weir
would require" the linen for his winding-sheet when she was not
looking for it," Alexander Peden, a solitary fugitive among the
lonely mountains and glens, came to the humble home of John
Brown. The next day he rose early. It was a misty morning,
and, looking out over the moorland, Peden said, "A fearful
morning, a fearful morning." . "Yes," said someone, "it is a dark
morning." "Yes," he replied, "a dark, misty morning." vVith
these words Peden passed into the mist, and pursued his way
tnrough the lonely moor to some friendly home. It was the last
time he saw John Brown alive. That morning was to witness a
darkness more terrible than that produced by the mist. All
unconscious of danger, John Brown, with his nephew, was digging
some peat ground, when suddenly the troopers of Claverhouse
were upon them. They were immediately taken prisoners, and
carried back to their home. John Brown was asked if he had
ever preached, and on receiving a reply in the negative, Claver
house said, "If he has not preached, meikle has he prayed in his
time." He turned to John Brown, adding, "Go to your prayers,
for you shall immediately die." John knelt on the ground before
his door, and in this hour of dire need poured out his soul to God.
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It was a solemn hour, and, though ready to go, there was a young
wife with their firstborn to be left behind. As he prayed for these
and the Lord's covenanted cause in Scotland, Claverhouse could
stand it no longer. "I gave you time to pray," he said, "and
ye've begun to preach." '

Then came the last sad farewell between husband and wife.
"Take good-night of your wife and children," said Claverhouse.
The brave man rose from his knees, and as he approached his
wife, to bid her the last farewell on this side of eternity, he said,
"Now, Isabel, the day is come that I told you would come, when
I spake first to you of marrying me." And the answer she gave
made it easier for him to kneel for the last time ere the bullets of
the troopers laid him a lifeless corps~ on tha. green grass. " In
deed, John," she said, "I can willingly part with you." "That's
all I desire," said the martyr; "I have no· more to do but die."
He kissed his wife and child, knelt in prayer, and then, according
to Patrick Walker, "Claverhouse ordered six soldiers to shoot him,
and the most part of the bullets came upon his head, which
scattered his brains upon the ground."

Then turning to the widow, Claverhouse asked, "What thinkest
thou of thy husband now, woman? " "I thought ever much good
of him," she replied, "and as much now as ever." " It were but
justice," was the cruel rejoinder, "to lay thee beside him." " If
you were permitted," she said, "I doubt not but your cruelty
would go that length; but how will ye make answer for this
morning's work?" "To man I can be answerable," was the
contemptuous and daring reply, "and for God, I will take Him
in my own hands."
. It is but justice to state that, according to Patrick Walker's

account, it was not Claverhouse's own hand, but those of his
soldiers, that fired the fatal shots. The commonly received
account, however, is that the soldiers were afraid to fire, and that
Claverhouse's own hand did the ghastly deed. Be that as it may,
our chief concern is with Mrs. Brown, who, on that May morning,
saw enacted before her a scene which the sorrows of after years
could scarcely obliterate from her memory. After the troopers
had left, the young widow laid her helpless infant beside the body
of her dead husband, and lovingly gathered up in a napkin the
fragments of the scattered head. When this labour of love was
over, her heart at last became a fountain of tears as she realised
what had taken place.

The news of the terrible tragedy having spread, some of the
neighbours hastened to the grief-stricken home. " The first that
came," says Patrick Walker, "was a very fit hand-that old,
singular, Christian woman in the Cummerhead, named Jean
Brown, who had been tried with the violent death of her husband
at Pentland, and afterwards of two worthy sons, killed and shot.
Then came David Steel, a godly man, and gathering the little
company together, they joined in family worship. The Psalm
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chosen for praise was the twenty-seventh, "and as the sorrowful
group of mourners sang the words of this Psalm, as it is rendered
in the Scottish metrical version, it must have comforted their
hearts :-

" For He in His pavilion shall
Me hide in evil days;

In secret of His tent me hide,
And on a rock me raise.

And now, even at this present time,
My head shall lifted be

Above all those that are my foes,
And round encompass me.

Therefore unto His tabernacle
I'll sacrifices bring

Of joyfulness; I'll sing, yea, I
To God will praises sing."

After family \vorship was over they laid the mortal remains of
John Brown to rest in a grave dug out on the lonely moor.

A. B. Todd, in his Scottish Covenanters, speaking of a second
visit he paid to the scene of John Brown's martyrdom, writes:
"Some years afterwards we visited the place again, this time in
one of the glad, green, summer months, but even then it had a
sad and a most lonely look, though the .bluebells were bending
their heads around the martyr's grave, and the iarks were singing
joyously and well, away up on the rim of a gorgeous rainbow
which rested on the sides of the eastern hills."

Well may Dr. Smellie say, "One knows not whether the courage
of husband or of wife is the more admirable." But the courage
that enabled Mrs. Brown to part with her husband was of a higher
order than is born of this earth, and surely she has earned a right
to a place among the true-hearted heroines of the Covenant.

(To be Continued.)

The Prerogatives of the Son of God.-Jesus Christ,
upon whose shoulders the government is, whose name is called
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father,
the Prince of Peace; of the increase of whose government and
peace there shall be no end; who sits upon the throne of David,
and upon His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and jnstice, from henceforth, even for ever; having all
power given unto Him in heaven and in earth by the Father, who
raised Him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand, far
above all principalities and power, and might and dominion and
every name that is named, not only in this world but also in that
which is to come and put all things under His feet and gave Him
to be the head over all things to the Church, which is His body,
the fulness of Him that filleth all in all: He being ascended up
far above all heavens, that He might fill all things, received gifts
for His Church, and gave officers necessary for the edification of
His Church and perfecting of His saints.-Preface to the West
minster Form of Presbyterial Church Government.
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B 1Letter of Spiritual (tounsel anl> (tomfort.*
MORAY STREET,

PULTENEYTOWN,
WICK, 22nd September, 1885.

DEAR FRIEND,-I am glad that you wrote me. I am sorry to
hear that your dear wife is so poorly in health, both in soul and
body. The Holy One is chastening her for the good of her
precious soul. You say that she is afraid that she is not one of
those whom the Lord has appointed to show mercy to. That is
Satan's voice, but Satan is not one of Christ's counsellors. I
understand that she is heavily distressed in body and mind, but
let her remember, "Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth and
scciurgeth every son whom he receiveth." Read to her the third
chapter of the Lamentations of Jeremiah; begin at the 17th verse
and read on, but more especially verses 31-33. Satan will be
tempting her and buffeting her that she is too great a sinner for
Christ to pardon. Let her remember that the blood of Christ is
infinite in virtue and efficacy. Her sins are no cause that she
should despair of mercy, because the greater sinner she sees herself
to be, the more need she has of Jesus Christ, and of His grace to
save her, and the greater sinner, the more glory Christ will have
in saving her. Let her try and submit and be subject to His holy
will.

It is likely she will be saying that she has not faith, but let her
remember that Jesus Christ is the author of faith, a'nd that it is
the Holy Spirit who begets faith in the beart and soul. Patient
submission to His holy will in the meantime is her best exercise.
Psalm lxii. 5, 6. Read the fifth chapter of Paul's Epistle to tbe
Romans. Read also the twelfth cbapter to the Hebrews, and
show to her that passage of scripture, Romans 6th chapter and
23rd verse (" For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord "). Tbis passage came

·to me this morning directly for herself, Oh, let her be patient.
I trust the Holy One is on His way to give her deliverance.
" And he tby judgment shall bring fortb like noontide of the day."
Humility, humility, is what you require; to be humble, to see
yourself to be nothing, that Jesus Christ may be. your all and in
all. 0 to see ourselves vile, sinful sinners, so as the Holy Spirit
will have work in renewing and sanctifying us.

I believe you will be complaining that there are so few godly
people about you, but Christ will do His own work, independently
of all the godly people in the world. When Jesus begins His
work, He will carry it on and finish it in His own way and time.

Now, I will be looking for a letter from you this week.-Your
friend, HENRY BAIN.

* This letter was written to a friend in Helmsdale by an old godly man,
Mr. Henry Bain, who died in Wick upwards of 20 years ago.
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clo REV. W. SCOTT,

BRUSHGROVE, CLARENCE RIVER, N.S. W.,
AUSTRALIA, 24t1, December, 1904.

D~AR MR. CAMERON,-I arrived safely in Brushgrove on 15th
December, as you would have heard from Mr. Scott. I have
stood the voyage wonderfully well. We had it very cold from
Cape Town to Melbourne; the ship took such a southerly route
we had frost and snow for about twelve days. I called on
Mr. Paul in Melbourne; he was highly pleased, he said, to see
anybody from home, especially from Mr. Cameron. He wired to
Mr. Scott asking when the steamer left Sydney for the Clarence,
and we got the wire back before I left Melbourne. We got into
Sydney on Monday at noon, and I got the steamer for the
Clarence on Tuesday evening.

I stayed on board the "Nineveh" until the departure of the
Cl'arence steamer. This steamer took me to Brushgrove, almost
to the door of the manse. Of course, this is an island we are on;
the river Clarence goes down both sides, dividing HS from the
mainland. The city of Grafton is 15 miles further up the river,
a small city with about 7,000 population, and the most of the
congregation of Mr. Scott is there, so he has to travel every
Sabbath morning to Grafton, and in the afternoon he keeps service
in Brushgrove, and in the evening he goes six miles further down
the river and keeps the service there. Archd. M'Donald is staying
in Grafton.

I cannot say yet that there is any improvement in my chest.
The cough is much about the same, and the discharge is something
the same, and my breath is as short as ever, but still I feel more
brisk, and have got a better appetite than I had at home. I got
a very warm welcome both from Mr. and Mrs. Scott. I could not
get a warmer welcome from my own relations, and they are trying
everythjng in their power to recruit my health. I am very often
losing courage, but I have need of patience.

Please remember me kindly to your mother. I hope you are
all keeping well. Remember me kindly to the Rev. Mr. Robertson:
it is my daily prayer to God that He will bless your labours both
in St. Jude's. I wrote a note from Cape Town. I will be glad
to hear from you, and I hope you will remember me at a throne of
grace.-Yours very sincerely,

J ORN MACLEOD.
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5 SHORT STREET,
DUNEDIN,

NEW ZEALAND, 27th futy, 1905.

My DEAR BROTHER,-I have had your most welcome letter
some time ago, and was glad to see that you were all well.

I have left the Sanatori!1m last week, and I am carrying on the
treatment at home. I am not gaining weight now, as I did at
first; and the cough seems to defy all efforts. However, I have
need of patience as improvement is believed to be slow. My
breath is shorter than when I began the treatment. I am also
getting very tired of this place. You could hardly put any differ
ence between the Sabbath and the other days of the week.

When I was in the Sanatorium we could hear peal after peal
from the gun of the sportsman through the whole length of the
Sabbath day. Groups of young men can be seen on the high road
on their way to the football field on the Sabbath day, and not only
these lawless monsters who have given themselves up to the devil,
but, if we come nearer to the city, we firid that the work of the
week day is carried on without interruptiGn. The trading boats,
which run between Australia and New Zealand, are at their berths
discharging their cargoes on the Sabbath day. They also receive
the passengers and sail on the Sabbath day. But this is the way
of the world. If we come a step nearer, and go to the churches,
we will have to make the very same complaint; for we find men
there worshipping by a dead organ and singing hymns of man's
composition. Is this according to the word of God? It is as far
against it as those who do their daily work on the Sabbath day;
for it is a breach of the Second Commandment,* and a breach of
it is as> far against the mind of God as a breach of the Fourth
Commandment. Singing hymns with an organ is not all we find
among them, but almost everything in connection with worship
is done according to their own ideas. It is true that there is one
congregation in Dunedin that does not use hymns or organ, but they
are in all other things on the down grade. They have now a
G~lic-speaking minister from the United Free Church of Scotland
-Mr. Maclennan.

The G~lic·speak.ingyoung men and women of Dunedin hold a
monthly meeting for singing vain songs and dancing, and poor
Mr. Maclennan was at their head at the last meeting. I have
this from an eye witness of the scene. But I must stop. It
would be better for me to be trying my own foundation. . . .

Remember me to all friends in St. J ude's. . . .
Hoping and praying that the God of Jacob may be your God,

and may He grant you all wisdom that ye may come under His
shadow.-Your affectionate brother, J ORN MACLEOD..

* Shorter Catechism. Question SI. What is forbidden in the Second Com
mandment? Answer: The Second Commandment forbiddeth the worshipping
of God by images, or any other way not appointed in His word.-Deut. xii.
32; Matt. xxviii. 20; James v. 13.
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memoirs or Spiritual JEcrercises of
1katberine <tolace or rors. 1Ross.

THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF A SCHOOLMISTRESS OF THE

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY.

(Written with her own Hand.)

(Continued trom page 256.)

SOME REMARKABLE PASSAGES I MET WITH IN THAT PLACE

CALLED THE BRjDGE-END OF INSCHOL, NEAR OLDEARN.

I. The Lord wrought a great deliverance for me in bringing
forth of twins (when I was so low that for a long time before I
was not able to stir myself, but as I was helped by two persons
from one place to another) beyond the expectation both of myself
and others.

2. His care of me in guiding of these children, as (I) By
providing nurses for them, both men's wives, when I would have
no other. My strait was great, being unable to nurse them
myself, and nurses very ill to be had. He helped me to use no
unlawful means, but to depend upon Himself for guiding me in
all things that concerned them. As for instance, when I might
have had one of them well settled, I durst not let him go to a
place where the master of the ground had taken the Declaration;
and the Lord did so countenance me therein that the woman was
content to come into my house, though she did not stand in need
so to do.

3. As to their being baptized, I delayed it for some reasons till
I had a more convenient occasion; whereupon I fell into a sore
distemper. It was so with me at that time that, upon search, the
'Lord was pleased to show me His mind in the Providence.
Now, whether my frailty or the usualness of the distemper
occasioned a slender search, I know not; but week after week,
for four times together, I fell into that distemper till I was almost
gone, till one day, I lying under the distemper, one of the
children was reading her ordinary, and I overhearing the place
was about the circumstance of the Lord's meeting with Moses in
the inn, and seeking to slay him till he circumcised his child
(Exod. iv. 24), and then he lets him go. Now, I had never
marked that place before, but was then made to apply it, and
instantly sent for a minister and told hi~ the passage, and he
baptized the children, after which I presently recovered, and was
never more troubled with that disease, and got this notable
confirmation of infant baptism.

As for these children, I might set down many things expressing
the Lord's great tenderness to both of them and me during their

/
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abode with me, and giving me them back several times from
apparent death, by laying hold on His promise brought to my
hand in time of straits, and likewise in preparing me to let them
go when He called me so to do, and when their days were near a
period. This He did two ways: (1) Whereas I was wont at the
removal of my children to be troubled for omission of duty to
them. To prevent that trouble, the Lord set me a-work to seek
direction in all things they were concerned in, and was not
wanting to bow to me even in very mean things wherein these
children were concerned, and this kept off old challenges when
He took them away. A second way was by threatening me with
the want of the Gospel, which I thought I had sold all away for,
and was put to renew my resolution in thinking no trouble great
if He would continue it with me. Then He took me at my word,
and took both the children from me in one month, and gave me a
new tack of the Gospel, and made me well pleased with the
exchange. The matter.was thus: There was a party within a
mile came to take away Mr. Thomas Hog, whom the Lord had
signally sent to me; whereupon I went to tbe Lord and begged of
Him that He would continue His servant with me, and keep him
out of his enemies' hands, and take from me wbat He pleased.
The Lord was pleased to indine His ear to me, and, contrary to
all expectation, they were made to go their way without coming
near tbe place where he was, though he had waited for them all
that day, for he could not flee. Then, a little after, the Lord
removed the children, and I thought it was my duty to keep my
engagement, which the Lord helped me to, and made the removal
of them very tolerable. Now, this hath been the Lord's way with
me all along, even as with a child. When He hath been about to
cross me in something desirable, then He either threatened or
took away from me somewhat as desirable at least, and so set me
upon the deprecating the evil threatened, or to seek after the good
taken from me, and so meets with it in the time the affliction
comes upon me. Then I was set a-work to search the cause of
the removal of the children. And (1) the Lord comforted me
with this, That there was no wrath in the stroke. (2) He
intimated to me that it behaved me to go out of that place where
I had been for twenty years, and where I had met with much
kindness. But that Word sounding still in my ears, "Come with
me, my love, come with me from Lebanon, &c.," drew me to say,
" I will go with thee to the ends of the earth." I then began to
suspect that it was His mind that I should leave that country.
Yet, before I spake to any about it, I set five several diets apart
to seek His mind in it, and still was airthed one way, viz., that
south I behaved toga. Then I told it to my most intimate
friends, from whom I met with no small opposition; and I had
likewise great difficulty from my affections in parting with my
acquaintances, yet I was still resolved over all impediments to

follow His call, which was frequently confirmed to be of Him.
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But my acquaintances thinking it had been discouragement for
want of employment when I had gone to Ross to take leave of my
friends there, they set about the getting of several gentlemen's
children in the country and brought them to me, which put me to
a demur; but, not daring to venture till I solemnly sought the
Lord about it, He cleared up to me that I was to go, yet this was
not the appointed time. Whereupon I stayed still that year, and
the Lord countenanced it to the advantage of several of the
children, and especially by a wonderful change upon two of the
wildest natures that were among them, and by some beginnings of
good in others, which the Lord afterwards brought to maturity.
So my thoughts of going south were suspended.

Another passage, somewhat remarkable, was: One day, going
to hear a sermon, and finding some difficulties in the way, I fell
to read Matt. xii. 5, where I saw that in some cases there were
other things acceptable on Sabbath-days than worship; and, read
ing again,. I met with Psalm 16-" My goodness extendeth not to
thee, but to the saints." From both places I gathered that there
was some other thing calle,d for at my hand than hearing, so I
went back (though I had gone so far on the way to hear, yet with
little peace) and waited a little till I saw wbat would follow. And
there comes a choice Christian woman, who told me that she
could have no peace till she came, and desired me to make all
speed imaginable to bring a precious friend of ours out of a house
he lived in, for he was near gone, and under great soul-trouble,
and wanted help. Spare not, said she, the S'abbath, for the matter
requires haste. Which, when I thought upon, I was free to do,
finding it as she said, yet I brought him not away till to-morrow;
but he was diverted from the great soul-trouble he was under.
But if I had stayed longer I would not have gotten him away, which
proved the mean of his recovery, by the help of Mr. Thomas Hog
his company and prayers. I was made to be much concerned
about his recovery, and at length the Lord assured me of his life
if he would resolve never to go back to that family again, for the
master of it was under some public guilt. This I told him, and
he, resolving never to .go to it except the Lord cleared to him a
call for the same, hereupon he recovered presently, and stayed
still after his recovery. But being often called back again, and
respecting them because he had been long with them, he went
back, and not long after took the same disease again. Then he
confessed to me that he had been faulty in going there against
such warning as he had, and so I was taken away, and behaved to
leave him on his death-bed (though contrary to his desire and
mine), and not to be with him at his death.

Another passage was: One day I was much inclined to go and
see a precious woman that lived at some distance; yet the weather
being cold and I frail, I met with some opposition in my going,
but had no peace to stay. And when I came she took pains
and was delivered of a child. Now, I was directed there for three
reasons: 1. There was none she so much desired to be with her
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at such a time, and yet, through tenderness of me, I being sickly,
she desired me not. 2. She never being well after that child
bearing, it w:J,s that I might have no challenge for being deficient
in any thing that might have been for her satisfaction. 3. I had
occasion to know her straits by my being there, which were very
great, He being to take her away, that I might the more easily
dispense with her, for she was very dear to me. This was another
argument. The Lord made intimation to me that He would raise
one in her place that would be of far more use than she was in
capacity to have been'; which came to pass by the Lord's raising
up in that country that burning and shining light, the worthy Lady
Kilravock, who during her short continuance proved a great
blessing to that country by promoting the Gospel, and being a
companion to all those that feared God, and discountenancing all
ungodliness and ungodly persons. I observe this, that it was the
Lord's way with me when He was about to take any thing very
desirable from me, He still used such arguments to draw my heart
to submission as were most prevalent with me, but especially
either giving or promising as good or better than He took from
me, until He put me in some capacity by frequent sights of the
end of all perfection, to satisfy myself with the Lord in the want
of all things that could be promising, either for my satisfaction or
the helping forward His work in the land.

(To be Continued.)

What we have come to.-A study of the subjects dealt
with on the Lord's Day in some of our larger cities must awaken
painful feelings. Looking over the church notices column of one
of the Glasgow evening papers, we find intimation of the
following :-" No more Defective Men: A Startling Discovery;"
"Young Housekeepers;" "Football and Religion;" "Japan as
a Factor in Politics and Religion;" and" How to make the
Christmas merry." One church has the interesting intimation :
Mrs. Laws, the wife of the Moderator, who is presumably to
address the congregation at the morning service. One of the
preachers intimates his subject as "Fools at Play, " which, with all
respect to the preacher, may be a very apt description of himself
and many of his brother preachers in Glasgow and in other
places. Now it is quite within the range of possibility that some
of the above subjects might be treated in a way becoming the
dignity and importance of the pulpit, but the damaging fact
remains that these intimations with catchy titles are meant to
amuse, and indicate a nature that trifles with momentous realities.
The plague is not confined, unfortunately, to the larger cities; it is
spreading over the land, and it saddens the heart that there should
be such masquerading in the sacred name of religion. The
pulpit of all places on the face of the earth is a place where ;fools
should not be suffered, and men with a sense of the awfulness of
their commission will not be found trifling there.
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In 1o\Jing .®emor\2 of rore. IDacka\2,
Stratb\2 lDoint.

"The memory of the just is blessed."

W HY mourn like a dove of the valley?
Why rest by the silent tomb?

What ails thee that thy tears o'erflow
And thy face is dark with gloom?

Has famine come upon thy land,
Or pestilence swept thy coast,.

Or the cruel wave covered the brave
That were thy country's boast?

Ah, no; but a beloved saint is called
Who long Zionward set her face,

A fruitful tree of righteousness
That was planted by His grace.

We feel our ,Strath now desolate;
The ripe sheaf is gathered home,

Like a shock of corn in its season,
When garnered in full bloom.

Her heart went toward the faithful
Who gave up their earthly all

For sake of truth and conscience,
That the banner might not fall,

But be faithfully unfurled,
Christ's crown.rights to maintain,

To preserve His blessed gospel,
That His Word supreme might reign.

She gave no quarter to the foe,
Nor ear to the uncertain sound,

Nor flinched to compromise with truth,
For His courts are holy ground.

N or would she hear "another gospel"
That pleased the spirit of the age;

Hers was" the gospel of the kingdom,"
Changeless on the sacred page.

Her welcome, warm to strangers!
Ah ! 'twas better felt than told;

For her soul yearned for the lost sheep
To be gathered to the fold; .-

And her tender love was to the lambs
Who heard the Shepherd's voice,

And followed Christ, their portion,
Their Saviour, and their choice.

The blessing of the perishing
Oft came on the much-loved dead;

Yet, saint-like, she ascribed the glory
To Christ, her heavenly Head.

For in love to her Redeemer
And His cause, she did excel;

The glory that's prepared for those,
No tongue or pen can tell !

/
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The fellowship of saints on earth
Is a treasure of wealth untold,

More precious far than rubies;
More excellent than gold.

But she looked for the better conntry
For which her longing soul did pine;

And those who suffer with Christ here,
Shall with Him in glory shine.

D. T.

\tbe <Bo"ernment an~ tbe lktng's ~roteBtant

lDeclaration.
A WARNING NOTE FROM "THE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN."

A VERY grave statement was made in the House of Lords by
, Lord Crewe on' Tuesday, 8th December, in reply to a

question addressed by Lord Braye to the Government. The
question concerned legislation in favour of the abolition of the
Protestant Declaration required by law to be made by the
Sovereign of the realm at the first meeting of Parliament after
accession. Lord Crewe, while deprecating the discussion of the
subject under present circumstances, said that the Government
hoped before long to submit some proposal which would have the
effect of meeting Roman Catholic objections to certain words in
the royal protestation. This alarming announcement was promptly
and forcibly met by Lord Kinnaird, who warned the Government
that it must not be assumed that Protestants, who felt very stron'gly
on the subject, would quietly acquiesce in proposals which vitally
affected the Church and the throne. The Duke of Norfolk
expressed his gratification at learning that" the Government had
the courage to face this difficult and delicate subject." Thus the
nation is threatened with the recrudescence of an old conflict
between the forces of the Papacy and Protestantism, whose issues
are calculated to provoke religious passions and anim.osities not
easily pacified when once stirred. It is devoutly to be hoped that
wiser counsels will prevail in the Cabinet. Meanwhile the United
Protestant Societies should call together their respective Com
mittees for counsel and prayer, with a view to determining on wise
and resolute action. At all costs this latest Papal assault on the
Protestant Constitution and the national faith must be resisted in
the name and strength of the living God. The Sovereign's
Declaration against the idolatrous Popish religion, and the Pro
testant Coronation Oath, with the Bill of Rights, form the last
statutory defences of our civil and religious liberties, and their
abolition would nullify the chief claim to the throne of the present
royal family. The covert design of the Vatican is to reverse the
settlement of 1688, and to open the throne to a Papist.
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'Ultlleam Bme9 air an aon Salm beug
tbar ba fbicbeab.

eRA robh moran a dh' Ughdairean Urramach a rugadh ann am
Breatuinn aig an robh tuilleadh buaidh ann a bhi stuireadh

inntinnan Dhiadhairean anns an Fhirinn, air feadh na Rinn
Eorpa, na 'bh'aig Uileam Ames, agus gidheadh tha iad tearc an
diugh aig am bheil mol' eolas air a sgriobbaidhean. Rugadh e
ann an Ipswich, Suffolk a' Sasuinn, anns a' bhliadhna 1576. An
deigh dha foghlum maith 'thogail 'n Ipswicb, cbaidh e do'n
Ard-sgoil ann an Cambridge. Bha buadhan iongantacb inntinn
gu nadurrach aige, agus bha e fein 1'0 dhichiollach ann am foghlum
a thogail, ach cha robh e air bhi ro fheumail ann an Eaglais Dhe
mar bitheadh mar·a choinnich gras Dhe ris d'ur bhil e ann an
Cambridge. Bha Teachdair air leth buadhach troimhghras
Chriosd ann an Cambridge aig an am, b'e sin an t-Urr. Uileam
Perkins. 'Sann 'g eisdeachd Mhr. Perkins chual Ames an soisgeul
mar bhriathra na beatha maireannaich. Thainig Ames e fein gu
bhi na shearmonaiche comharraichte ann an Cambridge; ach d'ur
nach robh e fathast ach bg dbuisg naimhdeas 'na aghaidh, agus gu
b-araidh o'n mhuinntir sin anns an Eaglais Shasuinneach a bha
'giarraidh a bhi cur suas trusganan Papanach. Choisinn sin do
Uilleam Ames gu'm b'eigin da teicheadh do'n Olaind. Bha e
iongantacb mar thainig Ames an toiseach gu bhi aithnichte do
chairdean na firinn anns an Olaind. Oil' aig an am 'san d'rainig
Ames an tir sin, bha deasboidean anabarrach diana eadar na'
Calviniclz agus na h-Arminianish. Air an dearbh la air an d'ruig
Ames gu Rotterdam bha coinneamh mhor ann an talla eigin 'sa
bhaile, mu thimchioll nam puincean creidimh so. Bha leithid de
eud ann am Ames airson na firinn, agus ged nach robh air ach
trusgan iasgair, leis an d'fhag e Sasuinn ann am bata.eigin chum
agus, mar so, nach tugadh an luchd-riaghlaidh ann an Sasuinn an
aire dha, d'ur thuig e gu robh an fhirinn ri 'seasamh anns a bhaile
an la sin, cbaidh e deireach mar bha e do'n choinneamh. Labhair
fear, Grevincovius, ann an braid gle chumhachdach airson beachd
nan Arminianach, ionnus agus nacb robh neach a lathair a bha
ullamh gu eirigb agus freagradh thoirt seachad dha. D'ur
cbunnaic Ames sin, dh'iarr e, agus e 'geiridh ann an trusgan
iasgair, ann am mheadhon an talla, gu'm faighaidh e cothrom air
Grevincovius a fhreagairt. Air dba cead 'fhaotainn thug e seachad
braid ann an Laidinn na'n lathair uile a dh'fhag an t-Arminianach
gun chas aige air an seasamh e. Riamh o'n la sin cha robh Ames
gu'n chairdean anns an Olaind. Bha e air aon de na Diadhairean
a riun snas an Seanadh urramach a choinnich ann an Dort, 'san
O'laind, anns a bhliadhna 1618. Anns a 'bhliadhna 1822
rinneadh e 'na Phrofessor ann am Franeker. Chaochail e 'san
O'laind anns a' bhliadhna 1633.
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Sgriobh Ames moran leabhraichean, tha uile ro phriseil, ach,
a chionn gu'n do chaith echo mor de bheatha air tir mor na
Rinn-Eorpa, 'sann anns a' chainnte Laidinn. Sgriobh e Leugll
aidhean gle bhriagh air na h-uile h-aon de'n cheud agus leth-cheud
Salm. Shaoil sinn gu'm faodadh e bhi buanachdail do leughd
airean a Mhagazine na'n tugamaid seachad beagan de theagasg an
dui ne urramaich so ann an Gaelig. Tha sinn, mar sin, a' tois
eachadh leis 'na sgriobh e air an aon Salm deug thar da fhichead.

ROIMH-RADH DH'AN T-SALM.

ANN an Ceann-sgriobhaidh an t-sailm so tha, cha-n e a mhain an
t-ughdar agus an t-am, ach, mar an ceudna, an t-aobhar airson an
robh an s'alm air a chur ri cheile air innseadh dhuinn. B'e sin
cogais a' diteadh Dhaibhidh air son cionta mor. B'e, mar an

/ ceudna, priomh aobhar na cogais chiontaiche so, peacadh ro
throm adhaltrannats le bean Uriah, ni a tha air aideachadh. Ach
is e a dhuisg suas a' ch6gais, mar a chuir Natan, am Faidh, an
ceill do Dhaibhidh a pheacadh, agus an ciont a shruth o'n
pheacadh. Anns na h-aobhairean so, faodaidh sinn staid
Dhaibhidb, gus an d' thainig e troimh dha peacachadh, fhaicinn.
Agus cha-n urrainn sinn an salm a thuigsinn dealaichte ris an
staidso.

MINEACHADH.

"Do'n ard fhearr-chiuil, Salm le Daibhidh, 'nnair a thainig Natan, am faidh,
d'a ionnsuidh, an deigh dha dol a steach gu,Bat-seba. Bi grasmhor
dhomh, a Dhe, a reir do choimhneis graidh; .-\ reir lionmhoireachd do
chaomh-throcairean, dubh as m' eusaontas.··-A.){.S.S.-SALM li. I.

'Se 'tha ann an run Dhaibhidh anns an t·salm so a' bhi 'giarraidh
gu'm bitheadh a pheacadh mor, a tba e 'g aideachadh, air a
dhubhadh a mach, 'se sin, gu'm b.theadh, fhada agus a dh'
fhaodadh sin a bhi, na h-uilc sin uile a sbruth 0 a pheacadh air
an cur air falbh. Agus do bhrigh agus ~u'n robh na h-uilc so ag
amharc air aon ris fein, agus ri Israel mar sbluagh-oir bha 'e
ceangailte riu ionnus agus gu'n robb a mhai b agus 'ole coi cbionn
dhasan agus dhoibhsan-iomadh sin tha e, sios g s an fhichead
rann, 'tagair air a shon fein, agus an deigh sin air - n an ·sluaigb
uile. D'a thaobh fein, do bhrigh gu'n robh e modbacbai air da
ale gu h-araidh, b'iad sin, ciont, agus treigsinn spioradai , iomadh
sin tha e anns a cbeud aite, o'n cheud gus an d.a.ra ra n deu", ag
iarraidh gu'n tugtadh air falbh a chiont, no " 'm fai"beadh e
maitheanas peacaidhean; agus an deigb sin, o'n dara gus a
chuigeamh rann deug, tha e ag iarraidh aisig pioraid no ath
nuadhachadh cridhe. Anns a' cheud atb-cbuinae mu thimchioll
maitheanais, ni gu'r hoe bunait nam beannacbdan eile nile, tha e
a rithist agus a rithist (mar is gnath do mhuinntir aig am bheil an
cridhe a' cur thairis le iarrtus dhurachdach, a' tagradb, agus ag
ath-chuinge, agus a' c1eachdamh mhoran argumaidean. Tha an



Uilleam Ames air a1f aon Salm deug thar da fhichead. 355

ath-chuinge, iomadh sin, an toiseach air a taisbeanadh ann an
simplidheachd cainnte, mar ath-chuinge air son grais, agus a rithist
tha e a' deanamh feum de shamhladh, 'nuair tha e a' canntuinn ;
"Dubh as m' eusaontas. Gu h-iomlan ionnail mi 0 mo lochd,
agus glan mi 0 mo pheacadh." R. i. 2. Ann am a briathran an
da' rann so, tha bunait na h-iarrtuis agus fiar aobhar a' mhaith
eanais air an nochdadh, 'se sin gras, deadhghean, agus trocairean
saoibhir Dhe. Anns an 3, 4, 5, 6, rr, tha an ath-chuinge cheudna
air a tagradh le argumaid cuidichidh, se sin an t-aideachadh
iriosal agus diadhaidh 'tha e a' deanamh, cha-n e mhain air
peacaidhean gniomh, araon folaichte agus aithnichte, ach mar an
ceudna air tobar nam peacaidhean sin, peacadh gin. Agus tha an
t-aideachadh dol fathast ni's domhainne, do bhrigh agus mar bha
a pheacadh cho calg-dhireach an aghaidh toil Dhe, air an robh
eolas aige "Feuch, is ionmhuinn leat an fhirinn 's an taobh a
stigh," r. 6: agus 'se gloir Dhe 'th'aig ann an amharc ann a bhi
r; deanamh an aideachaidh so: "Air chor as gu'm fireanaichear
thusa 'nuair a labhra_s tu, gu'm bi thu glan 'nuair a bheir thu
breth." Anns an 7, 8, 9, rr, tha an ath-chuinge cheudna air a
taisbeanadh, agus solus air a chur oirre, ann a bhi ag ainmeachadh
aobhar an fhuasglaidh, le samhladh air a thartuing 0 lagh nan
deas-ghnathan: "Glan mi le hiosop, agus bithidh mi glan," agus
mar an ceudna le a bhi a' cur an ceill na toraidhean beannaichte
a shruthadh o'n sin, eadhon gloinead 0 chiont, mar an sneachd,
agus tionndaidh anama dha fein 0 bhron ro shearb gu gairdeachas
ro mhor. Agus 'thaobh an doigh anns an rabh an t-atharrachadh
so gu bhi air a sheilbheacbadh leis, 'sann bha sin anns an diomba
a bha e a' faicinn ann an Dia a bhi air a teanntaidh air falbh
rr. 8, 9.

Tha an dara h-athchuinge, 'tha mu thiomcholl ath-nuadhachaidh
spioraid, air a tagradh agus air a soilleireachadh ann an iomadh
doigh, an toiseach, thaobh an ni 'bha gu bhi air a thoirt seachad
dha, ni a thaobh a ghne ris am bheil e a' canntuinn, "cridhe
gIan" "spiorad ceart," agus a thaobh an doigh anns an robh e gu
ruigsinn air, b'e sin cumhachd eifeachdach Dhe, "crutvachadh"r-
"ath-nuadhachadh," "cumail suas," agus a thaobh nan toraidhean
a bhitheadh leantuinn na nithean sin, ann fhein, "Gairdeachas
ann an slainte Dhe." Tha an da ath-chuinge so moran ceudna
air an tagradh a rithist 0 na toraidhean a shruthadh uatha; 'siad
sin, togail suus na h-eaglais, r. 18, agus moladh Dhe, r. 19.

A' cheud Leasan.-Faodaidh na creidmhich fein, a tha rogh
radhaichte le Dia, agus aig am bheil fiar fhuath do'n pheacadh,
bhi air amaibh air an toirt a stigh ann am peacaidhean troma.
Faic an Ceann-sgriobhaidh.

Aobhar. I.-A chionn nach 'eil iad fathast, ach ann an tomh'as
neo-iomlan, air an ath-nuadhachadh ann am beatha spioradail, agus
tha aca annta an fheoil a' miannachadh agus a' cogadh gun sgur
a'n aghaidh an Spioraid.

Aobhar. 2.-Tha iad a ghnath a' gluasad a measg ribeachan an
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t-saoghail, 'siad sin anamianna na feola, agus nan suI, agus uabhar
na beatha I Eoin ii. 16, agus air son neach a bhi air a shaoradh
asda 'se th' ann an sin beannachd shonruichte 0 Dhia. Eoin
xvii. IS.

Aobhar. 3.-Tha iarrtas aig an t-Satan iad so a chriathradh mar
Chriothnachd ni's mo na muinntir eile.

Aobhar. 4.-Tha Dia aig amaibh a' ceadachadh agus ag ord
achadh so chum a' ghloire fein, agus air son maith dhoibhsan.
'Sann mar so thainig Peadar, agus e a' deanamh beagan cuis uaill
as fhein, gu aithne a bhi aige air anmhuinneachd fein; agus mar
sin cheadaich Dia gu'n aicheadh e a Thighearn troimh eagal bais.
Mar sin mar an ceudna cheadaich e do Dhaibhidh, air dha a nis
a bhi ro-mhi-churamach, tuitean anns a pheacadh uamhasach so,
chum agus an deigh so gu'm bitheadh e ni bu chuthromaiche
ma dheighinn fein; gu'n coaineadh e os ceann a pheacaidh mar
eiseimpleir do mhuinntir eile, agus gu'm bitheadh e na chomh
arradh agus 'na eiseimpleir iongantach air irioslachadh agus air
aithreachas, agus chum gu'm faigheadh e aiseirigh ni bu ghlormhor
os ceann a pheacaidh.

...Feum: Earail da'n taobhsan 'tha 'nan seasamh, gu'n tugadh iad
fainear nach tuiteadh iad. I Cor. x. 12. 'Se sin gu'm bitheadh
iad ri faire agus urnuigh chum nach tuiteadh iad ann am buair
eadh. Matt. xxvi. 41.

(Ri leantuinn.)

lProtestant 1Rotes.
St. Cuthbert's, Edinburgh.-At a meeting of the Edin

burgh Presbytery held at the end of November, a long discussion
took place, on Mr. Primmer's petition, in regard to the image of
the woman and child on the baptismal font in above church.
Dr. Jamieson, Clerk of the Presbytery, moved an amendment
to the following effect :-" The Presbytery are of opinion. that
a statue of a woman and child, generally understood to represent
the Virgin and Child, should not have been erected in St.
Cuthbert's Church; that it ought to be removed, and resolves that
steps be taken for its removal." It had been stated that it was a
copy of the statue of the Virgin and Child, although it was simply
put up as a memorial, and it might be said that it was not i,ntended
to be a statue of the Virgin, yet he was perfectly sure that ninety
nine out of every hundred who saw it would say that it was the
Virgin and Child. He objected to the statue because it was
cORtrary to the law and usage of the Church of Scotland. Dr.
Cameron Lees' motion became the finding of the Presbytery,
forty-six voting for it, while fifteen voted for Dr. Jamieson's
amendment.
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The Pope's Blessing for the Irish Party.-Mr. John
Dillon, M.P., addressing a United Irish League, says Grievances
from Ireland, informed his hearers that he had had the privilege
and the pleasure of conversing with Pope Pius X., and that he had
heard from the Pope's own lips words of warm appreciation and
blessing for the work of the Irish Party. The Pope's blessing has
many a time been turned into a heavy curse, as witness the fate of
the Spanish Armada, which set out in full sail with the papal
blessing.

The Vatican and the Press.-This is the title of a
remarkable article in the December Contemporary Review. It
mercilessly exposes the unscrupulous methods and reveals the
extraordinary influence of M. Benigni, the editor of the Corns
pondenza Romana. The writer says: "M. Benigni never quails
before meannesses or improper methods. The victims who could
like to reply can scarcely do so, as few papers in Italy, or even
abro.ld, care to enter into open conflict with the terrible Corris
pondenza. For M. Benigni is everywhere. He meddles with
everyone's affairs, even with those which have least to do with the
church. He goes into municipal politics as well as general
politics and even into foreign matters."

M. Benigni's Influence on the Foreign Press.-The
writer of the above article goes on to say that the rule laid down
by Benigni to foreign correspondents is :-" All or nothing; either
you will publish all our news or you will not have any." " It is in
this way," he continues," that several German and French l?apers,
comparatively independent, receive and publish influenced and
sometimes lying news from Rome. It is in this way that a great
English paper, with a just reputation for impartiality in religious
matters, has seemed several times in the course of last year and "-
this to adopt in its correspondence from Rome a very different
point of view from that which it ordinarily takes un questions of
religious philosophy and ecclesiastical politics. . A regard
for truth in no way hinders the Corrispondenza Romana. Accord-
ing to the needs of the cause it serves, does it affirm and deny
without shame." When it is borne in mind that this unscrupulous
organ is in close touch with the Vatican, it may be understood
what a power for mischief it may be.

Scottish Women's Protestant Union.--At a ,meeting
held in, connection with the above Union in November, Mrs.
Young gave an address on the subject ofProtestant Children and
Convent Schools. Mrs. Young's testimony is of interest, as she
had experience of convent schools. Here are some of her
remarks :-They must, she said, have convent inspection. They
must not vote for any men who would not promise them to work
to have convents-these dismal, dark prisons that their sisters
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were locked in-thrown open to Government inspectors. These
must be men who would know by tapping the walls and by the
sounds of the floor whether there was a secret chamber either
underneath or next door. There were many things she could
whisper into the ears of her own sex, and some too terrible for
that. She herself had been starved, and had gone out and eaten
herbs. She dared not send a letter home for it would be read.
Next she referred to the sweating that she said went on. She had
seen girls who had been out of their beds all night working and
sweating. In one convent, Mrs. Young said, a girl told her that
from four o'clock in the morning till ten o'clock at night they did
not know what it was to rest. It was nothing but work at the
laundry and very little to eat, and if they did not do all their work,
they were deprived of their food.

<

1Rotes anb <.tomments.
The Devil's Mission of Amusement.--A new edition of

this faithful and powerful protest against worldliness in the Church
has just been issued. The little booklet probably is well-known
to many of our readers, but it bears re-reading. It is written by
Pastor Archibald of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London, and
published by RobertBanks & Son, Racquet Court, Fleet Street,
London, E.C. It costs I Yzd. post free, or a shilling per dozen
post free.

Wise Words of Counsel.-In reading over the December
issue of the Free Church Monthly our eyes lighted on these words
of wise counsel :-" A denomination prospers by being deno~na

tional. Unless we be loyal to our own Church and its principles,
we are not likely to stand aright with other branches of the
Church. The man or woman who is loyal to his or her own
Church is the man or woman who can most readily be loyal to
others for being loyal to theirs. The best denominationalist is
usually the best Christian." These words may profitably be
pondered over by others than Free Church people.

The English Licensing Bill.-This Bill while only applying
. to England and Wales was a measure in which all who wish for

the well-being of this nation were deeply interested. It was very
far from perfect, it came short· in many ways, but taking it all in
all it was certainly a move in the right direction. By the action
of the House of Lords it is thrown out and temperance legislation
has received a check for some time to come. The House 'of
Lords did not waste much of its time in discussing the measure
and endeavouring to improve it, which action is severely
condemned by many who held the same views in politics as the
rejectors.

- --- ----------<----
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, 'JLtterarl' 1Rotice.
John Knox Tracts, No. 62: The Outcasts Gathered:

By the late Rev. J. R. Anderson. Glasgow: Pickering &
Inglis.

IN the true Church of God there will always be an afflicted and
poor people, "tossed with tempest and not comforted," ready to
perish, and outcast in their feelings. The sense of the exceeding
sinfulness of their sin causes self-loathing, "cuts them off from
God, and turns all their comeliness into corruption." To such
sorely tried souls this Tract-the last issued of an admirable
series-is offered as a message of peace. It describes in lucid
and sympathetic language the distressful experience of outcasts of
Israel, and proclaims the superabounding grace of their Almighty
Gatherer. Beginning with man's ruined and condemned state by
nature, the judicious author turns to the Lord God of Salvation as
the only hope of the perishing, and addresses solemn heart-search
ing questions to his readers as he. proceeds. "The knowledge of
Him whose titles we are now considering is to be obtained in
Christ Jesus only by supernatural revelation. There is' an
unfathomable mystery in Jehovah God" (p. 5). He shows that
to understand the meaning of the outcasts of Israel one must
know Israel to be a spiritual, holy people, and he must be
spiritually minded. Such outcasts are anxious about their souls'
welfare. "They deal first and chiefly with God Himself for their
souls." They" find themselves away from the God of Israel."
And the reader is pertinently asked if he knows anything of
darkness, confusion, weakness, a cleaving to the dust, of vile
crawling lusts making him a terror to himself, of inward rebellion
and ;;elf-will-all producing separation. Utterly unable to get
back to Him of themselves, they sob out, "Oh, that I knew where
I might find Him! As the outcast J onah, they are sometimes
crying from" the belly of hell." They" may be separated from
their brethren. So was it with J oseph. So was it with Christ
Himself." Some" outcasts in perilous times may be separated
from His truth, His ordinances, and the assemblies of His
people."

"The grand provision He makes for the gathering of outcasts
of Israel is in the gift of His dear Son." His blood-bought

,redemption is applied by the Holy Spirit. And" what a glory
pertains to Jehovah God as He that gathers the outcasts of
Israel. . . . He gathers them in grace, and then into glory."
The application contains precious, appropriate promises. May
the Tract prove a word in season to many weary souls!

"Lord, pity outcasts vile and base,
The poor dependants on Thy grace,
Whom men disturbers call."

The present writer ventures to mention that he had the
privilege of repeatedly meeting and hearing the author of the
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Tracts fifty-two years ago. He said severe things at times; but
he was a Barnabas as well as a Boanerges. The doctrines of
grace were the rejoicing of his own heart, and he preached a full
and free Gospel "to sinners of mankind" with rare fidelity,
unction, persuasiveness, and power. What he had heard and
seen and handled of the. Word of life in secret study and
devotion, he declared to eager, solemnised, and deeply impressed
listeners. R. M'D.

<tburcb 1Rote9.
Communions.-Inverness, fourth Sabbath of January; Ding

wall, first Sabbath of February.
Call to Glendale.-We learn that the Rev. Murdo Morrison,

probationer, has accepted a call to the Glendale Congregation, and
that the ordination will (n.v.) tak~ place on the,I4th January, 1909.
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