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T HE Half-Yearly Meeting of the Synod of the Free Presby
terian Church of Scotland was held in the Hall of St.

Jude's Church, Glasgow, on Tuesday the 16th day of November.
The retiring Moderator, Rev. Neil Cameron, St. Jude's, conducted
public worship at eleven in the forenoon and preached from
Psalm ex., 2-3-" The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength
out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. Thy
people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of
holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy
youth." After public worship was ended, the Moderator consti
tuted the Synod with prayer, and the roll was called. There were
present :-From the Northern. Presbytery-Mr. Alexander Gray,
Lairg, elder. From the Southern Presbytery-Revs. Neil Cameron
(Moderator), and J ames S. Sinclair, John Knox's (Clerk), ministers.
From the Western Presbytery-Revs. Alexander Macrae, Portree;
Neil Macintyre, Stornoway; Duncan Mackenzie, Gairloch; and
Murdo Morrison, Glendale, ministers; with Messrs. John
M'Donald, Gairloch, and John Stewart, Lochcarron, elders.

It was moved, seconded, and agreed to, that Mr. Angus Fraser
be appointed officer of court. The minutes of last meeting of
Synod were read, and approved of.

Rev. A. Macrae moved, and Rev. D. Mackenzie seconded, that
the Moderator be asked to publish his sermon in the Magazine.

At this stage, the Moderator stated that his term of office had
expired, and thanked the Synod for the kindness and courtesy he
had received while he occupied the chair. He added that it now
fell to the Synod to appoint his successor. Therefore, the Rev.
Duncan Mackenzie, Gairloch, moved that the Rev. Alexander
Macrae, Portree, be appointed Moderator for the ensuing year.
Rev. Murdo Morrison, Glendale, seconded the motion. Rev. A.
Macrae rose and moved that the Rev. D. Mackenzie be appointed
Moderator. This motion was seconded by the Rev. Neil
Macintyre. Mr. IVlackenzie, however, refused to undertake the
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office, and it was agreed that Mr. Macrae be requested to under
take it. This he consented to do. Rev. Neil Cameron then
vacated the chair, which was taken by the new Moderator. Mr.
Macrae thanked the Synod for their kindness in conferring this
honour upon him, and said that he looked for their indulgence
and prayers during the time of his occupancy of the chair.

It was agreed that all the members of Synod meet as a Com
mittee on Bills and Overtures at the Manse at 4 p.m.

The Synod adjourned to meet again (God willing) at 6,30 p.m.
The meeting was closed with singing the last four stanzas of the

132nd Psalm and prayer.
The Synod met in the evening at the hour appointed, and was

constituted with devotional exercises by the Moderator, Rev.
Alexander Macrae. There were present :-From the Southern
Presbytery-Revs. Neil Cameron and James S. Sinclair, ministers;
with Messrs. J ames Nicol, St. J ude's, John Auld, John Knox'"
Duncan Crawford, Oban, and Donald M'Callum, Kames, elders.
From the 'Western Presbyterv - Revs. A. Macrae, Portree
(Moderator), Neil Macintyre, Duncan Mackenzie, and Murdci
Morrison, ministers; with Messrs. John M'Donald and John
Stewart, elders. From the Northern Presbytery-Mr. Alexander
Gray, elder. The Clerk reported apologies for absence from the
Rev. D. Beaton, Wick, member of Northern Presbytery, and the
Rev. D. Graham, Shieldaig, member of Western Presbytery. The
Clerk stated that the Rev. Waiter Scott, from Brushgrove, New
South Wales, was present, and he moved that Mr. Scott be
associated with the Synod. Rev. Neil Macintyre seconded the
motion, which was agreed to. Mr. Scott then rose and thanked
the Synod for the privilege, and took his seat along with the other
members. The minutes of the former sederunt were read and
approved of.

The Clerk read the Report of the Committee on Bills and
Overtures as to the order of business, which was adopted. The
following was the order :-(I) Report of Committee on Bills, etc. ;
(2) Half-yearly Financial Report; (3) Canadian Mission Report;
(4) Foreign Mission Report; (5) Remits from Presbyteries; (6)
Competent Business.

The Clerk read the half-yearly financial report of the various
Funds, forwarded by Mr. Clunas, General Treasurer, Inverness.
Mr. Clunas called attention to a deficit of £58 ISS. gd. in the
Sustentation Fund (supplemented by the Missionaries' and
Catechists' Collection), for the payment of ministers and mission
aries at Martinmas. He observed that several places, which might
be expected to do so, had not, up to date, forwarded contributions
to the Sustentation Fund. Rev. Neil Macintyre moved that the
financial report be adopted, and that the Treasurer be instructed
to pay the ministers and missionaries at the usual rate. He said
that they had reason to thank the Giver of all good that the funds,
all things considered, were in as satisfactory a condition as they
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were. There had been a pretty good response to the appeal for
the Missionaries' and Catechists' Collection, and some of the
congregations had done better than usual in the matter of the
Sustentation Fund. He believed that the balance needed would
come in the course of a fortnight, and that one or two of the
ministers were willing to defer the payment of their salaries for a
little. The motion was seconded, and unanimously agreed to.
The Clerk said that the Interim-Convener of the Sustentation
Fund (Mr. Cameron), would write any of those places which were
behind. Mr. Macintyre gave notice that he would move at next
meeting of Synod that the date of the Missionaries' and Catechists'
Collection be left to the convenience of congregations within the
half-year ending with October, as the same date was not suitable for
all parties.

The Clerk read the" Canadian Mission Report" which he had
received from the Rev. Donald Macleod, missionary, who had
returned on 24th October, and who was at home in Skye. The
report-a long and interesting one-is printed elsewhere. It was
listened to with much interest and appreciation. At the
conclusion, the Clerk moved that the thanks of the Synod be
tendered to Mr. Macleod for his excellent report, and for his
labours on the Canadian Mission Field. The motion was
seconded by Rev. D. Mackenzie, and cordially agreed to. As to
Mr. M'Leod's recommendation that someone be sent out as soon
as convenient to the field, it was moved by the Rev. Neil
Macintyre, and seconded by the Rev. M. Morrison, that this be
left with the Foreign Mission Committee for their earnest
consideration.

Rev. Neil Cameron (who had occasion to leave the meeting for
half an hour to fulfil an engagement during the previous business)
now returned, and delivered the" Foreign Mission Report." He
first read an interesting letter from the Rev. John B. Radasi,
which he had received on 25th October, and then a valuable,
illuminating, and encouraging report from the Rev. John R.
Mackay, deputy to the South African Mission, which had come to
hand the day before the Synod met. Both these documents are
printed elsewhere. They were listened to with intense interest
and pleasure by the meeting. Mr. Cameron pointed out that,
they were much indebted to the British and Foreign Bible Society
for forwarding books to the Mission carriage free, as the carriage
was very expensive. He also called attention to Mr. Mackay's
suggestion, that friends at home should send out second hand
clothing for the natives. He (Mr. Cameron) thought the home
clothing would be too heavy for the hot climate, and suggested
that friends might send contributions whereby lighter materials
could be bought and sent out. These contributions might be
forwarded to Mr. Clunas, the Clerk, or himself. Mr. John
M'Donald, elder, moved, and Mr. Duncan Crawford, elder, Oban,
seconded, the adoption of the report. Mr. Crawford said that
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there was great reason to thank the Most High, that He had
raised up a man like Mr. Radasi, and had sent him to their
Church in a mysterious way. He had proved himself to be a
steadfast, trustworthy, and successful missionary. The report
from Mr. Mackay they had just listened to, was fitted to impress
upon their hearts the duty of taking a deeper and more prayerful
interest in the work of the Mission. The case of the poor, per
secuted woman, in whose heart a work of grace seemed to be begun,
was one that should make them take shame to themselves in a
Christian country. He corroborated Mr. Cameron's suggestion as
to the matter of clothing. Rev. Neil Cameron also moved, that
Mr. Mackay's recommendation, that £ 12, which Mr. Radasi had
spent out of his own pocket in building four huts, should be
refunded. The motion was seconded and unanimously agreed to.

Under the head of "Remits from Presbyteries," it was reported
by the Clerk from the Southern Presbytery, that the Rev. Neil
Cameron and himself had arranged that Mr. Thomas Cameron,
student, who had been supplying the London Mission during the
summer months, should continue to do so during the winter, and
that he should take classes there in Latin and Greek, instead of at
Glasgow University, where he had been hitherto studying, this
being also the last session of his University course. The present
case was similar to that of Mr. Alexander Mackay, student, who
had officiated in London during the preceding winter, and had
taken his classes there. The Clerk further stated, that the
arrangement had been approved by the Southern Presbytery, but
while the Presbytery had charge of the supply of the Mission, it
belonged to the Synod to supervise the studies of their students,
and it therefore lay with them to say if they approved of the
arrangement that had been made. It was moved by the Rev.
Neil Macintyre, and unanimously agreed to, that the Synod
approve of the arrangements that had been made in connection
with the supply of the London Mission, and the studies of Mr.
Thomas Cameron, student.

The sixth head was" Competent Business."-At this point, the
Rev. Neil Cameron made a statement in regard to an ecclesiastical
matter which had been discussed in Committee. The statement
was as follows :-

The Rev. Neil Cameron said,-" Moderator and brethren, there
have been ideas in the' minds of some in our Church that we
intend to change our constitution as a Church, and that we con
template becoming Covenanters by formally signing the Covenants.
There are none known to me in the Church who have had any
such thoughts. What we have thought of is simply to issue a
declaration setting forth our firm adherence to the great And
fundamental doctrines of the Reformation, and our appreciation
of the fidelity and fortitude of the men who were the instruments
used by the Lord for the achievement of such a blessed deliverance
in our land. In doing this, as I will endeavour to show, we will
add nothing to our constitution as a Church.
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The Free Church of Scotland held for many years -the doctrine
of the infallibility and absolute inerrancy of the Scriptures of tlie
Old and New Testaments, but she abandoned publicly that
fundamental doctrine and raised to the highest positions men who
taught that the Bible was fallible. Other Churches in this land·
followed her pernicious example. Thus the Bible became in the
opinion of many not much better than an old almanac. - No
Church raised her protest publicly against this sacrilege. - We
realised it to be our bounden duty before God to issue our protest
and declaration as a Church against it. We declared our firm
and unwavering belief in the divine Authorship of the Bible, and
that none holding the views of such as are called higher critics
could even be a member of our Church. We held this doctrine
ourselves as firmly before that declaration was made as we have
done since. Why, then, did we make it at all? The circumstances
in which we found ourselves placed demanded at our hands to
raise our voice pub1icly in defence of God's Word as we had
vowed to do. Did we add anything to our constitution by
making such a declaration? Nothing. We only expressed what
was already in our constitution as the true Free Church of
Scotland.

At that time we made another declaration, also in order to set
forth the binding obligations of ordin\ltion vows.· The Formula
of the Free Church of Scotland is a promissory oath, which every
office-bearer in accepting office makes. In it he binds himself to
assert, mamtain, and defend the whole doctrine of the Confession
of Faith; but things came to such a sinful and disgraceful pass in
that Church, that men who had taken these vows looked upon
them as a matter of no importance, and held up to ridicule the
very doctrines which they had vowed to assert, maintain, and
defend. This brought vows into contempt and the men who took
them under the awful charge of perjury.

IVe, on these accounts, declared that these-vows were equal to an
oath, and ought to be made with the same religious fear of God
before one's eyes. We did this in order to conserve the sanctity
of such vows, and because profane men had made them a laugh
ing-stock. We bound ourselves as office-bearers in this Church,
should we change our mind about anything contained in the
matter of these vows, we shall immediately make the thing known
to_ the Church-court, under whose jurisdiction we may be; but
should we begin to teach error, we have put the power into the
hands of our members or adherents to report such erroneous
doctrines to the proper court, in order that the thing may be dealt
with in accordance with the law of this Church. In having done.
this, have we added anything to our constitution as a Church?
No; we have only declared what we held before, as honest and
trustworthy men, as our obligations towards God and our
fellow-men.

The effect of these two declarations has been that men have
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ceased to make such drastic statements against the inspiration and
infallibility of the Bible, and also against the binding obligations
of ordination vows. In fact, they were compelled to do so,
because many who remained in church-fellowship with them were
thankful to us for these declarations, and should they go on
making charges against the Bible and its doctrines, as formerly they
did, they were afraid that some of their followers would leave them.
Thus a check, so far, has been put upon their tongues and pens.

Another serious matter still demands our attention, viz., whether
the Reformation was a mistake, or not, and whether the godly
men who were instrumental in bringing about the deliverance in
civil and religious matters at that time in this land were fanatics or
something worse. These charges have been repeatedly made
against the Reformation and the Reformers, both in England and
Scotland. This year, the public prints of both have been
flooded with invectives against these men and the work which
they achieved. No Church has made any public declaration setting
before the world that the Reformation was clearly a work of ~

God. Do we look upon the work of these noble and God-fearing
men, the faithful manner in which they strove for the faith once
delivered to the saints, and the great deliverance the Lord wrought
by them from the thraldom of the Papacy and Prelacy, as the work
of fanatics? I trow not. Do we not believe that the work was of
God, and that these men were His faithful servants? 'If the
foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?'

The Free Church made a public declaration in 1851 in which
she set forth her appreciation of the contendings of the Reformers.
The following quotation will show her mind then :-' We would
grievously err and sin were we not to recognise, in the substance
of what was then done, the hand and Spirit of God; and were we
not to discern in it such an adaptation to the exigencies of the
times, and such an amount of conformity to the divine mind and
will, as must ever be held to give to the attainments then made by
this Church and nation a peculiar force of obligation, and to
aggravate not a little the guilt of subsequent shortcomings and
defections.' This is a part of the Constitution of the Church to
which we all belong, but it has, like the inerrancy of the Bible
and the binding obligation of ordination vows, fallen into abeyance,
and I think a declaration by our Church relative to that period of
her history would serve a very good purpose at this time. Should
we proceed to define our relation to the work of God in this land
at and from the second Reformation, we would be only raising
out of the ashes in which it has been buried, the testimony borne
by the Free Church in 1851. Therefore, I think that a statement,
in the form of a deliverance by our Church, setting forth how" we
view and stand related to the period of the second Reformation
and its contendings, would help to stop the mouths of God's
enemies, to strengthen our own position as a Church, and to
expose the hypocrisy of such as garnish the sepUlchres of the
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righteous, but have taken away the key of knowledge and closed
the kingdom of heaven against themselves, and keep others from
entering into it.

In Old Testament times, we have recorded several times at
which the people entered' into a covenant with God; but on
every occasion known to me, it was at such critical periods in
their history as caused them to realize that unless the Lord would
interpose, their liberty, both civil and religious, was gone. During
the real times of covenanting in Scotland, I find the same principle
followed. This caused me to conclude that to sign a covenant, or
swear to it, was not followed by any good results, except when
entered into by men who looked to God alone as their only help
against their enemies and His own. The history of covenanting
in Scotland before and after the Revolution Settlement will bear
this conclusion. At the same time, to say that one does not hold
the Covenants, because he has not signed them, is not true; it
would be just as true to say, that none hold the doctrines and
principles of the Confession of Faith, but such as have taken vows
by signing the Church's Formula. It is notoriously patent that
the contrary is more like the truth.

I am very much under the impression, however, that the time
will come, and that much sooner than most expect, when we shall
have to bind ourselves in a covenant to God, and to one another,
in a bloody struggle-the last-against the Papacy. May the
Lord give us grace to endure unto the end, when the time of
J acob's trouble will actually come! "

Rev. Neil Macintyre moved, that the Synod thank Mr. Cameron
for the statement he had made on a matter that had caused some
agitation in the Church, and that the question of a " Declaration"
in regard to the Reformation attainments be remitted to next
meeting of Synod, as there were so few members present on this
occasion. Mr. Alexander Gray, elder, seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

Rev. Neil Macintyre read a request from Mr. Andrew Tallach,
missionary, to be transferred from Lochinver to Raasay. Rev.
Neil Macintyre moved, that power be given to the Western
Presbytery to transfer Mr. Tallach not later than May. The
motion was seconded by Mr. John Stewart, elder, and agreed to.

A petition was also presented from Applecross craving the
services of Mr. "Murdo Mackay, missionary, Strathy, for a few
months. Rev. N. Macintyre moved, and Rev. N. Cameron
seconded, that Mr. Murdo Mackay be sent for two months to
Applecross, beginning with January.

At this stage, the Rev. Waiter Scott from Australia gave some
account of his work on the Clarence River and the difficulties that
attended it. He spoke of the isolation that he experienced, and
said that the only minister that he had found a stay and comfort
to him was the Rev. Arthur Paul of St. Kilda, Victoria, who was
a venerable divine, the author of several publications in defence
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of the truth, and a man well read in the history of the Church.
Mr. Scott expressed the pleasure he had had in meeting with
friends in Scotland since his return, and said that he had done
his best to secure closer relations between the Brushgrove-Grafton
Congregation and the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, but
that the latest word from Australia was indefinite. (Mr. Scott's
address in full, from his own notes, is held over till next issue.)

The. Rev. Neil Cameron moved to the effect that the Synod
thank the Rev. Waiter Scott for his excellent and touching
address, and offer Mr. Scatt and the congregation over which he
had been placed in Australia their deepest sympathy in the trying
and isolated position in which they were placed in the providence
of God. He said that since Mr. Scott was in this country on his
former visit, he was sure the members of this Synod had been
following, with real interest, the struggles of their friend and his
congregation in their efforts to maintain God's truth and worship
in that far distant land. He could not conceive of any greater
loss that could befall their friends there and their families than
that they should lose God's Word, with its saving doctrines, and
the Scriptural form of worship, government, and discipline, as
these were set forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith. He
hoped the Lord would strengthen them by His grace to hold fast
that which they had lest another take their crown. The motion
was unanimously agreed to. The Moderator then, in the name of
the Synod, thanked Mr. Scott for his address.

The Synod adjourned to meet again (God willing) at Inverness,
at II a.m., on Tuesday after the first Sabbath of July, 1910.

The meeting was closed at about 9.10 p.m. with the singing of
the last three verses of the 122nd Psalm and prayer.

Services in London.-The Free Presbyterian Mission
services in the great metropolis are regularly held ~t Conference
Hall, Eccleston Place, Buckingham Palace Road, S.W. It is
arranged that the Rev. Neil Cameron, of St. Jude's, Glasgow, will
(D.V.) preach there on the second Sabbath of December at the
usual hours-English at 11 a.m., Gaelic at 3 p.m., and English at
'7 p.m. It has also been arranged that the Sacrament of the
Lord's Supper will (D. v.) be dispensed in said Conference Hall on
the third Sabbath, the 19th day of December, and thar--the Rev.
Neil Cameron, Glasgow, and the Rev. John R. Mackay, M.A.,
Inverness, will conduct the services on the Sabbath and week-days
in connection therewith. Mr. Mackay has written from South
Africa, stating that he expects, if well, to be then in London, on
his return journey from the foreign mission field. It may be stated
that Mr. Thomas Cameron, student, is presently conducting the
London services, and it is hoped that friends will make known to all
acquaintances in London, these arrangements for the Communion
and other services. We trust there will be large attendances.
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B Sermon.
By THE LATE REV. JOHN KENNEDY, D.D., DINGWALL.

"The Sword of the Lord and of Gideon."-JuDGES vii. 20.

THE history of Israel under the Judges is coinposed of a series
of epitomes of the whole. In each epitome there are four

stages-Israel sinned-their enemies prevailed against them
they turned and cried unto the Lord-the Lord sends them
deliverance, and they again have rest.

To prove His people the Lord left remnants of the old nations
in the land of Canaan. They remained there that Israel might be
more mindful of their dependence on the grace and power of their
God. "Slay them not, lest my people forget," He said in
arranging His providence as to this. Israel were thus tested as to
whether they would refrain from unlawful fellowship with the
nations that knew Him not. If there was no command to go
among the nations to teach them, there certainly was a command
forbidding them to go among them to learn their ways. God's
design in those days of old was to keep His chosen people
peculiar among all besides in their nearness and faithfulness to
Himself. His design may be differently represented by those
who would ascribe to Him a universal fatherhood, and who are
averse to think that the riches of His goodness are under the
control of His sovereign will. But though God often rebukes
them for learning lessons from the heathen, He did not command
them to go forth as missionaries among them, and I know not
where to look for His rebukes of Israel for neglecting to
enlighten them. The whole course of His dispensation then was
one continued display of His sovereignty, and of the difference
resulting from " His purpose, according to election," being carried
into effect in behalf of "a peculiar people."

Israel's declensions resulted, during the greater part of their
history, from their failing to keep aloof both from the fellowship
and from the idols of the heathen; and as it was in other days, so
was it in the days of the Judges; and then, as at other times, the
Lord did not fail to chasten them for their backsliding. The
King of Mesopotamia first oppressed them, then the King of
Moab; and thereafter the King of Canaan was their oppressor,
from whom, through Barak and Deborah, the Lord delivered His
people. But again they turned aside from the ways of the Lord,
and the Lord allowed the Midianites to oppress them till their
condition became most pitiable. In" dens, and caves, and'
strongholds," the people of Israel then found their only homes
within their own land. When they sowed their fields they were
not allowed to reap them, for "the Midianites and Amalekites
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came up," and "encamped against them, and destroyed the
increase of the earth," "and left no sustenance for Israel, neither
sheep, nor ox, nor ass." The people of Israel could then only
timidly peep out of their hiding-places to look on their land
covered and laid waste by "the tents," and "cattle," and
"camels" of their enemies. "Israel was greatly impoverished,"
and only then" Israel cried unto the Lord."

This is still realised in the experience of the Lord's people.
They become proud-elated because of the very greatness of the
Lord's goodness to them-they think they can be independent of
the Lord; sin obtains the advantage, they forsake the Lord,
becoming formal in theil worship, and unwatchful in their daily
life; idols are taken back into the Lord's place; He is provoked
to anger; He leaves them under the power of the sin that drew
them away from Him, and they lie bewitched and torpid under
its spell. But He leaves them not always so. He chastens them,
and chastens them sorely, for the soreness is required in order to
express His holy displeasure because of their sin, as well as His 4
desire to do them good. "Then they cry unto the Lord in their
trouble." He brings them to a sense of the evil which they have
brought upon themselves. How like their souls then are to the
wasted land of Israel. What desolation has spread over their
state of feeling! How hidden what is of God within them!
Where are the hope, and zeal, and penitence, and joys of other
days? All is a waste, and from the sway of the sin that has
caused this, they have no power to deliver themselves. And the
guilt of their backsliding is brought home to their conscience, as
the fruit of it is felt by their heart. But the Lord quickens them
to call on Him, and then and thus He turns them to Himself, and
then begins to "turn" their "captivity" as the streams in the
south."

The Lord hegan to answer Israel's cry by sending a prophet to
them to rebuke them for their sin in turning away from Him to
the gods of the Amorites. This is His way of bringing back His
people when they forsake Him. "Return thou backsliding Israel,
saith the Lord; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you;
for I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for
ever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed,
against the Lord thy God." In no other way would it become
Him, or be good to them, to restore peace to them. There must
be the confession and the forsaking of sin ere they taste again of
His mercy.

But if He raised a prophet to rebuke their sin, He raised a
Gideon to be their deliverer from oppression. While the son of
Joash was threshing" wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the
Midianites," "the angel of the Lord appeared unto him and said
unto him, the Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour." It
seemed strange to Gideon that he should be thus addressed.
It seemed strange to him that he should be told that the Lord
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was with him, for there was in the present condition of the
country much that made it very unlikely to him that the Lord's
presence could be enjoyed. "If the Lord be with us," he asks,
"why then is all this befallen us?" And it seemed to him
strange also that he should be called a " mighty man of valour,"
and that the Lord should say to him, "Go in this thy might, and
thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites." To this
word of command his reply was: "Oh, my Lord, wherewith shall
I save Israel? Behold my family is .poor in Manasseh, and I am
the least in my father's house."

Because of his felt weakness before the great work of saving
Israel from the hand of the Midianites, he asks a sign from the
Lord, and it is given. As a memorial of the Lord's wondrous
grace towards him, he builds an altar and offers a sacrifice thereon.
But the Lord's altar could not be restored without the altar of
Baal being cast down.. This was signified by the Lord's requiring
him to "offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove" which
marked the high places of Baal's worshippers. This roused
against him the ire of the men of his own city, and nothing would
satisfy them but that his father should deliver him up to them in
order that they might slay him. Joash most wisely answered
those wh demanded the life of his son. Let Baal settle his
quarrel With my son; I call him Jerubaal, thus marking him out
as the person with whom Baal has to contend. "Let Baal plead
against him, because he hath thrown down his altar."

But Gideon does not seem to have been afraid of Baal's wrath,
nor of the ire of the idolaters whose grove he had destroyed, for
there was something more formidable before him. "All the
Midianites and the Amalekites, and the children of the east were
gathered together, and went over and pitched in the valley of
Jezreel." Towards these he had to look, for their destruction was
the work which the Lord had given him to do. It was well for
him, when he beheld their countless hosts and observed their
grand array, "that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon."
Inspired with fresh courage, "he blew a trumpet" and gathered
Israel "after him." But before going to meet the great army of
the Midianites he asks for two signs frbm the Lord. It is easy
for men who fight their battles on their bed to find fault with
Gideon for asking any sign seeing that the Lord had promised to
be with him. Ought he not to be content with the Lord's word
as a ground of hope? they ask. It is not difficult for men who
are conscious of no opposition to their carnal faith to rear it up to
the pitch of assurance, and having no Midianites to meet, they can,
without the quiver of a nerve, mouth big words of confidence, and
regard with contempt those who are always afraid. But let us pot
be hasty to blame Gideon for asking what the Lord was pleased
to grant him.

At last" Jerubaal, who is Gideon," has an army of thirty-two
thousand to follow him to do battle with the Midianites. But
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" the Lord said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too
many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel
vaunt themselves against Me, saying, mine own hand hath saved
me." The soldiers are then tested. The cowards who were
afraid were sent back to their hiding-places, and then the laggards,
and of the two-and-thirty thousand only three hundred are left.
Then, and not till then, are they weak enough for the Lord to
give them the victory. That little band then moved, each one
with victuals and a trumpet in his hand, towards the great host of
Midian. Still another sign, unasked, the Lord gave to Gideon
when he brought his weakness quite beside the strength of Midian,
as the huge host "lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for
multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand of
the seaside for multitude." Dividing his little army into three
companies, "he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers." He put no sword into
their hand, for the swords of the Midianites sufficed for their own
destruction. A trumpet to be blown and a pitcher to be broken
was all the armour given to, and all the fighting required of,
Israel. This surely was the "foolishness" of warfare. It is a
most fitting emblem of "the foolishness of preaching," which is
mighty through God to the pulling down of the strongholds of sin
and Satan. The trumpet is blown, and the" earthen vessel" no
longer hides the light of the gospel-the power of God is
displayed, and sinners are" turned from darkness unto light, and
from the power of Satan unto God."

The battle-cry of Gideon's little band, as they moved towards
the camp of the Midianites, was "the sword of the Lord and of
Gideon." Another version of the cry is proposed: "For the Lord
and for Gideon." But in so far as the teaching of the cry is
concerned, it matters not which version we adopt. If their battle
was for the Lord, it was His to equip them and to give them the
victory; if it was for Gideon, then it was his to lead and to direct
them. Gideon was chosen to be the deliverer of Israel, and he
must have the place which the Lord assigned to him. 0, believer,
what a grand battle-cry thine is, as thou goest fGrth to do battle
with thy spiritual foes, for Jehovah and for His Christ, whom He
hath appointed the Saviour of Israel. Let there be no coward
quiver in the voice that utters this cry, however many and mighty
the enemies may be.

There must be a battle-cry and a destroying weapon of some
kind, and in some hand, for there is to be a conflict, and a deadly
one, with an army that is countless.

Remark 1. It is not the sword of Gideol1 alone. What would
it avail if it were? Think of the hosts opposed to him. Why,·
the flanking company of one of the many divisions of the great
Midianitish army would find it easy, if no other sword than
Gideon's opposed them, utterly and speedily to destroy both him
and his followers. Even if he had with him all that first gathered
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around his standard, and were these all valiant men, what would
they be against such an army as that which was opposed to them?
Gideon knew this right well. He was no mad enthusiast. He
did not, he could not, reckon on victory being by his sword.
How could he when he looked on his three hundred men, with
their trumpets and pitchers, and then surveyed the ground covered
by the hosts of Midian. There they were, a countless multitude,
fully equipped for battle, conscious of their might, flushed with
conquest, and bent on the utter destruction of Israel. In such
circumstances he would not bid his followers to raise the cry,
"The sword of Gideon," as they went to meet the enemy.

And yet, feeble though he was, he must not hold back his
sword in fear. His conscious weakness must not make him a
coward. His heart must not sink as he comes in his feebleness
near to the foe. He can do nothing, and yet he must aim at all
being done. A few swordsmen from the Midianite camp would
soon lay him and his followers low, and yet he must enter on a
conflict with the whole formidable forces before him. He must
not make his weakness an excuse for sloth. He must not be like
the laggards, any more than like the cowards who had ceased to
follow him to the fight. And yet if ever there was "a lion in
the way," there was one now before Gideon. But he was no
sluggard. He trusted in the Lord, and had no slavish fear. He
was zealous for the glory of the Lord and for the good of Israel,
and would not lag behind when he was entitled to do battle for
Jehovah and His people, and when he had a promise of victory
through help from heaven.

Remark n. It was not the sword of the Lord alone. It was
first the sword of the Lord, but it was next that of Gideon. There
was no need of Gideon's sword-the Sword of the Lord would by
itself suffice. True, one word of power from the Lord's mouth
could in a moment dispose of all the hosts of Midian. Why then,
it may be asked, was Gideon's sword there at all? Because,
according to the divine arrangement for discomfiting the foes of
His people, the Lord reserved a place for the weakness of a
Gideon, as well as for His own power. The weakness must be
there that the power might be made perfect therein.

It was a great honour to Gideon that his sword is allowed a
place in the conflict. This honour the Lord puts on human
nature in connection with the dispensations of his grace. It is a
meet following up of the alliance of the human and the divine in
the work of redemption. In the person of Emmanuel, the
Redeemer, the divine and human natures were together. The
work was so done by Him that all He did was done by Him as a
divine person in human nature. This is the grand feature of -the
work of redemption. And in the work of application there is also
an alliance of the divine and human. Those who are called to
serve Him are" fellow-workers with God." This honour have all
His servants.
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It was a great benefit to Gideon, as it is to all who are
represented by him, to have a place along with the Lord in
conflict with the enemies of God and of His people. It was thus
that Gideon learned to he truly humble. He never without this
had known how very feeble he himself was, and how true it is
that there is nothing "too hard for the Lord." And in the
measure in which he was weak in his own consciousness, had he
an opportunity of knowing how faithful, how wise, and how
gracious the Lord was in His way of putting forth His power.
These are useful lessons; and they are learned just in the measure
in which, aiming at the attainment of what the Lord has promised,
one feels his own utter inability to reach it, and leans trustingly
on the Lord for" help in time of need."

This was the way utterly to confound the foe. All that they
could see was the weakness of Gideon as opposed to their great
power. The more disposed they were to despise his weakness,
the more humiliating was it to be defeated by him. To be utterly
routed before a man who had but three hundred followers, armed
only with trumpets and pitchers, was a most mortifying defeat.
Long were these Israelites under the heel of their sore oppression,
and now before a mere handful of them they are utterly dis
comfited. Is not this like the shame and confusion which Satan
has to endure when a sinner, once his slave and victim, attains to
be more than a conqueror over him?

But the battle-cry was" The sword of the Lord and of Gideon."
This was the battle-cry of Gideon's little army; this should be the
battle-cry of the Church of Christ in every age and place, and of
each individual soldier of Jesus Christ. In this cry there are :-

1. The union of majesty and meanness. Divine majesty is
here, for the Lord is here, and human meanness is here. for
Gideon is here: If divine majesty is here, there must be" the
meanness to veil its glory. Only through the little company of
men, with their trumpets and their pitchers, is J ehovah to show
forth the glory of His power. And the greater the meanness the
more transparent is the veil to the eye of faith. It cannot hide
from that keen eye the omnipotence of God as active in the
destruction of the foes of Israel. A hidden God discomfits the
Midianites, but all true believers behold the glory of His power
and reverence the infinite greatness of His majesty, as they
consider the victory won in the valley of J ezree!. And if divine
majesty be here, there must be the meanness in order to an
opportunity of showing what divine condescension is. .For it is
by His dealing with the lowly, Jehovah can show His condescen
sion. He associates feeble Gideon with Himself, that He may
show what tender care He can take of him; and thus, instead of
Gideon's fellowship with Him being to His dishonour, it is to the
praise of His glory. And if the meanness be here it requires the
majesty. Gideon cannot dispense with the Lord. And in the
circumstances in which he is placed he cannot be at rest without
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realising the majesty of the Most High. He requires Him in His
infinite greatness; and it is only when he looks on the hosts of
Midian in the light of Jehovah's glory that his heart ceases to be
afraid of the conflict. The more the divine majesty makes him
conscious of his meanness, the easier is it for him to hope that the
oppressors of Israel shall be utterly destroyed.

2. This is the union of strength and weakness. The strength
there must be, for without it there can be no victory-great
strength-divine strength. This is not away, for the Lord is with
Gideon, and goes down with him to the valley of Jezreel. "The
sword of the Lord" is going to smite the host of Midian. He has
pledged Himself to this. This is enough. He is pledged to
exercise His Almighty strength. Will He then not go down to
the valley of Jezreel ? Will He go down alone? He will go,
but He will not go alone. He brings weak Gideon with Him.
Of what use can he be? What can he and his little band do?
They can be weakness, and that is all they are asked to contribute
to the victory which is to be won. Let them give themselves in
their weakness to the Lord. True, they are nothing in the great
work to be done-God is all. But he must have them so to work
by them that' "His strength" shall be "made perfect in" their
" weakness':'" It is a fine sight which is before our eyes as we see
the Omnipotent Jehovah, with Gideon as His fellow-worker, going

.~ down to the hosts of Midian-Omnipotence and impotence-a
worm in the hand of Jacob's God.

3. This is the union of grace and unworthiness. Yes, there is
grace to chosen Israel to be expressed in judgment inflicted on
their oppressors. And there is unworthiness, for as surely as
unworthiness cannot dispense with grace, grace cannot dispense
with unworthiness. It becomes" the God of all grace" to have
sinful Gideon with Him when He is working out 'deliverance for
guilty Israel. Thus alone can He show forth the riches of His
grace. And this surely furnishes Him with an occasion of doing
so. And unworthy Gideon cannot face the foe apart from the
grace of God. Let not his sinfulness cause him to shrink back
from the work to which the Lord has called him. Let him rather
be a willing debtor to His grace for all He needs to make him a
good soldier, and to secure to him victory as the result of the
conflict. The more he is a debtor to divine grace, the more fitted
for his place as a fellow-worker with God, and the more willing he
is to be nothing in the relation in which he stands to the Lord,
the stronger will he be found to be in the day of battle.

4. This is the union of the invisible and the visible. The
majesty, the might, the grace, are all invisible. The eye, that sees
"things unseen" to all other eyes on earth, alone can discem
them. All from which came the victory, and the power by which
it was achieved, were unseen. By those who saw not these. what
could be expected but defeat for Gideon and his tiny army? He
was visible, and so were his three hundred followers, and their
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trumpets, and their pitchers-these and no more. But the visible
weakness was connected with the invisible might, though unseen
by all who were faithless. If Gideon had been unbelieving, what
he saw of weakness would have melted .his heart with utter
cowardice. But" He endured, as seeing Him who is invisible,"
and He, with His majesty, power, and grace was as present to his
mind through faith, as were his own meanness, weakness, and
unworthiness. How worldlings, who cannot rise above grovelling
amidst things seen, would mock his hope of victory through the
wonder-working power of the God of Israel! But they could not
despise him when the victory over the Midianites was complete.

(To be Concluded.)

1Report of the <tanaMan mission.
By THE REV. DONALD MACLEOD, MISSIONARY.

T HE last report left the writer, about the middle of June, at
Brucefield, on his way from Lochalsh to East Williams,

where, as on former occasions, he remained for a whole month.
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was dispensed in that con
gregation on the second Sabbath, the 20th June. As usual,
services were held from Thursday to Monday, and the attendance
during the whole time of the Communion, though marked with
some irregularity, was on an average very good, as was also the
case on the preceding and subsequent Sabbaths. Friends were
present from Lochalsh and Brucefield. I hope the Lord will
abundantly bless that solemn season to all that in any way
participated in it. Nothing of any special interest occurred besides
the ordinary congregational work of weekly prayer meetings and
visiting, which fully occupied my spare time.

Early in July I was again back to Brucefield, where I stayed for
two Sabbaths; the second one, the 18th July, being the Sabbath
of the Communion. The usual week-day services of preparation
and thanksgiving were observed. The gatherings were not large,
but what the Communion lacked in that respect was more than
compensated for by so many of the friends having come such long
distances in order to be present, and the harmony and warmth
which prevailed all the days that they were together on the mount.
It will give you some idea of the extent of territory from which
that little representative congregation was gathered when I mention
that they were present from Milwaukee, Chicago, Detroit, and
Pittsburg, in the United States; and Wardsville, Simcoe, Lochalsh,
Kincardine, and East Williams, in Ontario. When Monday came
and the little flock was again scattered, it was my heart's desire
that the Lord would turn His hand upon the little ones.

From Brucefield I went along with Mr. Murdo Matheson,
Lochalsh, to Detroit, U.S.A., for the last Sabbath of July. The
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services were exactly the same as on my first visit, namely, two
English services in the Jubilee Hall, and a Gaelic service in the
Central Presbyterian Church. The English services were better
attended than the first time, but the Gaelic service suffered a little
through mismanagement and some opposition on the part of
certain individuals who on the first occasion were exuberantly
friendly. It was altogether providential and served a very good
purpose in enabling me to obtain my wish from the very first that
the Gaelic service should be held in the same hall as the English.
The Central Presbyterian Church is not suitable for us as it is too
far away from the hall, and having the services in two places is a
little confusing. On that hot day I Had, besides speaking three
times, to walk something like ten miles. On any future occasion
the services will be all in the same place. We stayed with Mr.
and Mrs. Roderick S. Mackenzie for a whole week and were
treated with the greatest kindness, and also by all the other friends
that we were able to visit during the week. I kept a service on
Monday night in Mr. Mackenzie's parlour, which was intimated
on Sabbath, and at the close baptised Mr. Mackenzie's second
daughter.

I came away much better pleased with the prospects in Detroit
than before, and it will always be my ardent, prayerful desire, for
the sake of the lovers of the old paths there, few or many as the
case may be, that the Lord may say concerning them-" I have
set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it."

We nextvisited Wardsville, and on Sabbath we met for worship
in the Canada Presbyterian Church, at Crinan, lent for the
occasion by the office-bearers. The day was very fine and warm,
and a large congregation gathered which quite filled the Church.
I do not desire to give you the impression that all present were
Free Presbyterians. No. They were not. The Free Presby
terians formed but a small percentage Df the audience. They
were drawn together chiefly by a desire to hear an "old country"
man, and the novelty of the thing. I cannot speak of the prospects
there, but I must bear testimony to the worth and steadfastness of
the sprinkling of adherents that our Church has in that district
who deserve to be encouraged. W.e left Mr. and Mrs.
MacLennan's kind home on Tuesday forenoon, and returned to
Brucefield, where I rested until Friday, when I again left for Newton.

I was at Newton for one Sabbath. The day happened to be
very hot, and I found it very trying to speak. The attendance in
the morning was not quite so good as it used to be, but in the
evening it was about the usual. A prayer meeting, a visit to
Linwood, and several visits in the vicinity, filled in the whole of
the next week, until Saturday, when, along with Mr. Phin~as

Macdonald, J unr., I left for Chesley. .
Chesley is a fine, clean town, of about 2,000 inhabitants, on

the Grand Trunk Railway to Owen Sound, and quite a distance
from Newton. It has several industries, is a busy little place, and

23
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likely to go on growing. Our visit was in answer to a request
from the congregation there, adhering to the Associate Synod of
North America, and, until about two years ago, ministered to by
the late worthy Rev. Mr. M'Neil, whose name you are familiar
with from the fact of his having met and spent some time with
Rev. Mr. Mackay, Inverness, when he was in Canada. Since his
death, the church has been vacant, and the Associate Synod,
having their hands more than full in the United States, have not
through want of ministers been able to dO,much for them. There
is not only a great scarcity of ministers, but a still greater scarcity
of students in that body at present, which has compelled them in
the meantime to close their Theological Hall, a fact to be much
lamented by well-wishers of Christ's cause in North America, in,
as the illustrious author of the Fourfold State would say, "these
dregs of time." With the doctrines and principles of the Associate
Synod you are already fully conversant. When we got there in
the evening we were met by two of the elders, one of whom took
us first to his own house, where we had supper, and afterwards to
the house of a widow member of the congregation with whom I
lodged during my visit.

On Sabbath I conducted both the morning and evening
services, which were well attended by a sober, reverent and
attentive people, and, the form of service being the same as
in our own Church, I could almost fancy myself speaking to a
Free Presbyterian Congregation, The day was dreadfully hot,
and I suffered a great deal during the services, especially in the
evening. They have a lovely, substantial new church, beautifully
finished within and without, and built on one of the best sites in
the town, which was opened only a short time before Mr.
M'Neil's death.

They have also a manse, with some acres of land adjoining, and
are quite able to support a minister. They would gladly, I
understand, welcome an evangelical minister to labour among
them, and perhaps would not be averse to joining our own
Mission if the Church could give them a minister. I was asked
to give them three Sabbaths later on, and I regret that, as I was
placed, it was not possible for me to do so. I found them all
very kind, and felt much at home among them. May the Lord
provide for them and prosper them in every way!

On Monday afternoon I drove across country for ten miles to
Paisley, another nice little town, on a visit to Mr. and Mrs.
MacLennan, who are both members of our Church. Mrs.
Maclennan was from home, having been called away owing to the
illness of her married daughter who lives in Saskatchewan, but I
was made very welcome and comfortable by himself and the
family. Mr. MacLennan has completely lost his eyesight, and is
very deaf, but otherwise possessing a fair measure of health. I
enjoyed his company very much, and felt very pleased I went as
I had not met him before. In the evening a few friends gathered
and we had a nice little meeting in his house.
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From Paisley I came direct to Kincardine, where we had three
services on the following Sabbath in the Temperance Hall. The
day was favourable, and the attendance exceptionally good, several
of the Lochalsh people, some from Tiverton and Ripley, as well
as our own people from tbe North .Line, being present. After
spending most of the week with friends in town, and another visit
to the North line, I went to Lochalsb.

I remained at Lochalsh for three weeks. The weather was fine,
and the attendance at all the services was splendid. The fact that
there were no regular services in the Canada Presbyterian Church
owing to the minister being on holidays no doubt helped our
meetings a little. I again visited all our people, and friends near
Ripley and Lucknow. I feel very much for the Lochalsh con
gregation having their church closed, and earnestly hope it will
not remain so for long. Tbey have, since my last visit, put up a
new fence around the church and painted both the fence and the
church white, which looks very neat indeed.

Along with Mrs. Matheson and her son, Donald Alick, I drove
from Lochalsh to Goderich, which is about eighteen miles distant.
In the evening after getting there we had a Gaelic meeting in the
house of Mrs. Morrison, at which a number were present. Mrs.
Morrison, after passing through a very severe illness, has been
restored to a wonderful measure of health at her age. Next morning
I visited some old and infirm people who left the Highlands of
Scotland a long time ago. In the afternoon I left again for
Brucefield.

From Brucefield I returned to East Williams, remaining there
for three Sabbaths,' during which the attendance at the different
services was about the ordinary. I visited a number of the people
but was not able to see them all. The congregation is at present
quite holding its own, and is much better off than some of the
other places in that they have a service in the church every Lord's
Day. My time for leaving then drawing near, I came back again
to Brucefield where, after making a few visits, my last Sabbath
was given on the loth October, bringing my work to a close there
as I had begun. The attendance that day was very good, the
congregation being augmented by some from all the stations of
the Mission. On Saturday the men had a special meeting relative
to my leaving, and to what the Church in Scotland was likely to
do for them next year.

In regard to the other part of the Mission Field, Manitoba, I
have not much to say. The meetings begun by me when in
Winnipeg have been carried on ever since, first by Mr. Ross, and
since last June by Mr. William Matheson, student. I am glad
that Mr. Matheson has resolved to remain there for the winter -and
spring, if not longer. Both Mr. Matheson and Mr. Ross speak
very favourably of the prospects of the cause there. They report
a steady increase in the number attending the meetings on
Sabbath, and also at the weekly prayer meeting. They speak well
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of the close attention given to the word preached. Financially
they are doing well. Mr. Matheson has been twice at Carman,
and on both Sabbaths the attendance was very encouraging. He
was going to give other two Sabbaths there before the winter would
set in, as it would not be possible then to go. Mr. Ross wishes
me to state that as regards the future they leave themselves and
the interests of the cause in Manitoba entirely in the hands of the
Foreign Mission Committee, and are willing to meet, as far as
possible for them, any demands the Committee may have to make
upon them in supplying them with Gospel ordinances. He even
expresses the hope that some day they will have a Communion
in Winnipeg, and may his hope in that respect be not put to
shame.

I wish here to mention the loss the Winnipeg congregation has
sustained by the accidental death of the late Mr. Andrew Mackay,
who in every way was a tower of strength to it, and is very much
missed. All our people in Ontario and Manitoba are well. In
this way I tried as circumstances would allow me, not without
difficulties, to attend to the interests of the whole Mission Field,
as I understood my ordination vows bound me to.

On Tuesday morning, the 12th October, I left Brucefield for
Toronto, where I broke my journey homeward in order to visit
the Niagara Falls. On Thursday night I reached Montreal, and
on Friday I spent some time with Mrs. Alex. Campbell, 150 Colonial
Avenue, whom I found exceedingly kind. They were all well, and
she wished me to make it known that if anyone of our ministers
happened to be at any time the way of Montreal she would be
expecting a visit from him, and he would be made very welcome
to her home. ·We went on board the 5.5. "Hesperian," of the
Allan Line, on Friday night, and left at 10 o'clock on Saturday
morning. After a very cold and stormy voyage we arrived at
Greenock, on Sabbath forenoon, the 24th inst. I was not sick,
was well cared for, and shown much kindness by all on board the
" Hesperian."

And now with grateful remembrance of every little token of
kindness received during my sojourn in Canada; with best wishes
for the temporal, spiritual, and eternal welfare of the people first
placed under my care; with fervent and prayerful desire that the
Lord of the harvest may speedily provide them with a pastor
whose labours will be much owned in quickening the dead and
reviving the living; with shame and grief for my own shortcomings
and unprofitableness in the Lord's service, I commit the whole to
the Lord until the eternal day break, and the shadows, mists, and
clouds of time shall vanish for ever.

A martyr was asked whether he did not love his wife and chil
dren, who stood weeping by him. " Love them! " said he, "yes,
if all the world were gold, and at my disposal, I would give it all
for the satisfaction of living with them, though it were in prison;
yet, in comparison with Christ, I love them not."
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tl 'JLetter from tbe lRe\). 30bn :fB. 1Rabasi,
IDissionar\?

T HE following is the interesting letter from Mr. Radasi, received
on 22nd October, and read by the Rev. Neil Cameron at

the Meeting of Synod as part of Foreign Mission Report :-
C/o NATIVE COMMISSIONER, BEMBESI,

MATABELELAND, SOUTH AFRICA, 1st October, 1909.

My DEAR MR. CAMERON,-I have received your letter of the
24th of August, and was very glad to hear from you again. I
have also received the Bibles you ordered-£3 worth of Kaffir
Bibles, and £2 worth of Zulu Bibles and Testaments; they were
sent from Johannesburg. I was very pleased to get them indeed.

I believe very much in natives having Bibles, so that they may
read the Word of God themselves, as the Shorter Catechism
says: "The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the
preaching, of the Word an effectual means of convincing and
converting sinners, and of building them up in holiness and
comfort through faith unto salvation." I am still continuing the
practice of giving Bibles to all the scholars who can read; may it
be our prayer that the Holy Ghost might graciously mix it with
faith in their hearts, and that my congregation may be taught and
saved of God. Pray for me that I may be faithful in declaring
the whole counsel of God, and look only to the grace and power
of God for success in my labours. We have altogether three
preaching places, where services are held every Sabbath; the other
two are out-stations, which I visit occasionally.

I am glad to say that the services are much better attended,
and that the people seem to be anxious to hear the Word of God,
and those that can read, to have Bibles. Some come from long
distances, and yet regularly attend the places of worship. But
some are being persecuted by their friends for attending the
services-fathers forbidding their children to go, and husbands
their wives. I may mention the case of one of our Matabele
women for an instance. She was so ill-treated by her husband
that she was obliged to leave him and return to her parents. Her
husband used to beat her very cruelly for going to Chprch, but
the woman would continue to go. She would say: "I would
obey you in everything, but not in this." And on Sabbath he
would tell her to go and work in the fields. But she would refuse
to go and work in the fields on the Sabbath day, but would go to
Church with her little girl, and when she returned she would get
a beating. The last time she was at Church she had her front
teeth knocked out by her cruel husband. Her parents hea.rd
about her ill·treatment, and came to fetch her. She has now left
the district altogether, and is staying with her parents. We miss
her in Church, as she was a regular attendant, with her little
daughter, who is also one of my scholars. She was never absent from
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Church, with her little girl, unless ill, in spite of all her husband's
threats and persecution. She used to say, "I always pray, and
teach my little girl to pray too; but I have such a bad heart,
which says to me, I No, you must not always pray.' I like that
heart which says I I must always pray,' and I hate that heart that
says I 'must not pray.' Pray for me that God might take away
my bad heart."

Ndabana Ngege has returned to school again. He says; "I
have returned because I see that my father was not pleased with
me because I left school and went to work. Whenever I visit
home he always scolds me for having left school. My father's
wish is that I should not go to work at present, but remain in the
Mission and learn." I am very sorry to inform you that Chief
Ngege, Ndabana's father, died on Friday, 24th September, after a
very short illness. We had seen him just a fortnight before he
died, and he seemed to be in the best of health, and we told him
about the coming of the Rev~ J. R. Mackay, and he was very glad
to hear of it. He said, "I will come and see him when he comes,
and stay the night over, and return the following day." Shortly
after that he was taken ill with fever, and on Wednesday,
22nd September, I sent Ndabana to see' how he was. He
returned and said that his father was much better, and was able
to get up by himself and walk. He must have had a relapse, as
he died on the 24th September. We are all very sorry about
Chief Ngege's death, as he was very friendly to our Mission.

We are all very glad about the coming of Mr. Mackay, and it is
to be hoped that his visit will be made a great blessing to us all.
With kindest regards to you and to Mrs. Cameron and your sister,
and to all the friends there-Mrs. Radasi joining.-Yours very
sincerely, JOHN B. RADASI.

3nteresting 'IReport from Soutb tlfrican
Mission.

By REV. JOHN R. MACKAY, M.A., INVERNESS.

T HE following Report, in the form of a letter, was received by
the fev. Neil Cameron, Convener of the Foreign Mission,

on Monday the 15th November, and read by him, as noted else
where, to the Synod on the 16th ;-

BEMBESI, MATABELELANIJ,
18tlL October, 1909.

My DEAR MR. CAMERON,-Now that I have been one Sabbath
in the Mission here, and as I calculate that you should have this
letter before our Synod meets, I write to you as Convener of the
Foreign Mission, to give an account of my trip to this land, so far.
Let me say at the outset that, from what I have seen of the work
done here, I conclude that our Church has well spent all that she
has spent on this Mission. We are here, I suppose, less than



Interesting Report from South African Mission. 303

twenty degrees south of the Equator, but as at the same time we
are as high, I would say, above the sea-level as the top of Ben
Nevis, the climate, although a bit warm, is very healthy. The
Mission is planted in a particularly healthy spot, being on the
ridge of elevated ground which separates two small tributaries of
the great Zambesi River, and thus in almost every direction
the view is open for many miles around. Mr; Radasi has
managed to erect seven buildings on his site, but all, and even
more, are needed. First, there is the church, built and plastered
with good clay, and covered with a kind of strong grass very
plentiful hereabout. The church has four small windows, and
about one hundred persons might find some room, although the
seats found there can scarcely accommodate the forty children or
thereby who are being taught as at school here. Second, there is
a neat little corrugated-iron building, with a verandah, or stoep,
in front, containing one room which is the library, and another
room which forms a comfortable bedroom. This corrugated-iron
building is my residence whilst I am here. These two buildings
have been paid for by the Church at home, and also what I may
reckon here as the third building, and which Mr. Radasi calls his
kitchen. Besides these there are four 0ther neatly-built thatched
huts, each of which, on average, cost £3; and I certainly think
the Church at home should refund Mr. Radasi those £12. For
they are absolutely needed. They are, of course, only one-roomed
buildings, and when one thinks that, besides his own family, there
are five or six constantly putting up at the Mission for the school's
sake-some boys and some girls-one can see that if the Mission
should have any accommodation for a passing stranger, all the
accommodation which is now to be had here is entirely necessary
Indeed, quite recently Mr. Radasi had to refuse entrance to the
children of a chief who lives a long way off-(I cannot give the
exact number of miles)-and who wished his children to be taught
here, and that altogether for the want of accommodation. Mr.
Radasi, however, has written him, to say that if he will erect huts
for them. himself, and send one to look after them, and supply
them with food, he will be glad to educate them. He has had, as
yet, no answer to that offer. Besides these seven buildings on the
stance here there are other two stations where Mr. Radasi preaches,
at each of which there is a small church, but as I have not yet
visited these, I cannot report on them.

Mr. Radasi, over and above preaching twice and holding a
Bible Class on the Sabbath and a Prayer Meeting on Thursday
morning, on four days of the week gives ordinary elementary
education to· the younger folk. There are over forty young people
his scholars. To-day the school is opened after a brief vacation,
and I find thirty-nine present-twenty-one boys (some older than
boys) and eighteen girls. Mr. Radasi's people here are partly
Fingo Zulus and partly Matabele Zulus. The Fingoes and
Matabeles are both branches of the great Zulu people, but the
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Fingoes, for some reasons of their own, removed southwards from
Zululand to Cape Colony, whileas the Matabeles, for other reasons
of their own, returned northward from Zululand to what is now
Southern Rhodesia or Matabeleland. It is only thirteen years
since the Matabeles fought in deadly combat with the Imperial
forces, and the Fingoes who are now in Matabeleland were only
brought here since the war, Mr. Cecil Rhodes, who was a worldly
wise man, having transplanted a considerable number of Fingoes
from Cape Colony to Matabeleland, as he knew that the Fingoes
were friendly to Great Britain, and he reckoned that their presence
among their old kinsmen in this place would tend to make the
governing of the Matabeles more easy. The Fingo section of
Mr. Radasi's people are thus, generally speaking, mlDre civilized,
and can generally speak a little English. The Matabeles were
pure heathen soil, and except so far as they learned it from Mr.
Radasi himself, cannot speak English at all. The Matabeles are
easily distinguished from the Fingoes by their having (both men
and women) the soft part of the ear slit transversely.

Mr. Radasi is in good health, and except that he is perhaps a
little thinner, has changed very little in appearance since we saw
him in Scotland. He continues the same unassuming, sensible,
unwavering character which we always found him to be.

I have personally to record much goodness at the hands of the
Lord since I left home. I have felt that in Providence the Lord
was very kind to me, and I have been wishing that His kindness
in Providence might be an outward token of some spiritual good
coming to these Zulus through my visit. I left home, as you
know, on the 13th of September, and sailed from London on the
following day. The voyage to Cape Town was most favourable.
We had neither fog in the English Channel, storm in the Bay
of Biscay, nor very trying heat on the Equator. The only call
we made on the outward voyage was at Las Palmas, the town of
the Grand Canary Island. The Grand Canary is a place" Where
every prospect pleases, and only'man is vile." Its fine produce,
and its lovely atmosphere make it, one would expect, a place
desirable to live in. But for filthy streets, for begging children,
for thievish men you never saw anything to equal it-Las Palmas
is a Spanish town. The" Wakool" arrived at Cape Town on the
morning of the 7th of October. I could not, however, get a
suitable train fOr" Bembesi until the following Tuesday (12th
October). I was thus in Cape Town over Sabbath, where I had
one opportunity given me of uttering my thoughts in public
concerning the way of life, The mail train by which I travelled
left Cape Town about mid-day on 12th October, and arrived at
Bulawayo about nine o'clock on the morning of the following
Friday. I was met and welcomed on the platform at Bulawayo
by Mr. Radasi. After a stay of fully three hours, our train pro
ceeded to Bembesi, a distance of thirty miles north of Bulawayo.
At Bembesi station, or siding rather, we were met by Mr. Radasi's
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. four-wheeler, a kind of covered old dogcart, and were thus driven
by three donkeys over a road which has yet to be made, but not
too rough, to the Mission, which we reached after a two hours'
ride. That Friday evening I rested. On Saturday we were busy
going over what I proposed to say at the two services on the
following Sabbath, for it would help Mr. Radasi in interpreting
when he had some idea of what I purposed saying. On Sabbath
morning early a Prayer Meeting is regularly held at the Mission.
The first service begins at eleven o'clock. Nearly an hour before
service the bell is rung-a long piece of iron dangling from a tree,
which one of Mr. Radasi's lads smites lustily with an iron too!'

At the Morning Service we had a full house, two chiefs being
present, one of whom came a distance, I should say, of over a
hundred miles. His name is Sogini, a Fingo. The other chief
is Hlazo, a Fingo also, and Mr. Radasi's father-in-law. These
petty chiefs are now little more than honorary magistrates. Chief
Ngege, whose son is still connected with the Mission, died a little
more than a fortnight since. He was fully intending to have
come to yesterday's service. He was a higher chief than the two
others referred to, and was largely the means of getting this
excellent site for the Mission. His place is not yet filled.

As the whole situation was so novel, perhaps you will not be
wearied if I relate how the services were conducted. (I) I read
a Zulu Psalm (Kaffir). (2) I prayed briefly, Mr. Radasi
repeating the words after me in his own language. (3) I read
out of the Zulu Bible Acts xvii. 24-31, and then gave a very
short lecture, which Mr. Radasi interpreted. (4) Mr. Radasi
prayed. (5) Another Zulu Psalm was sung. (6) I preached
from Romans viii. 1., Mr. Radasi interpreting. (7) The usual
praying and singing, and benediction followed. It was my
impression that I was helped in speaking to these poor people,
and Mr. Radasi is, I believe, an excellent interpreter. The fact of
his being so long acquainted in Scotland with my way of putting
things made it easier for him to interpret me here. The service
in the evening about five o'clock was not so largely attended, but
that was entirely owing to so many of them having long distances
to go. Mr. Radasi's own way is to have only about an hour's
interval between the two services, and if we had followed that way
yesterday, I daresay all would have remained; but I was afraid,
on account of the heat, to go on at once at the hottest time of the
day with a second service. The congregation yesterday was
largely made up of Matabeles, several of whom might be reckoned
as quite uncivilized, as might be seen from the clotheless way in
which they put in an appearance. I would venture to make this
suggestion to the Synod: That means be taken to send out to the
Mission here second-hand clothing. There were some of them
here yesterday in a more clotheless state than one would like to see
a fellow sinner in, even away from Church, and one could not but
feel it more in the house of God. I believe there is not a
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congregation in our Church but there are some who would be
disposed to give for this purpose clothes which they themselves
can no longer use, at least on public occasions, and such second
hand clothes--for men and women, for young and old-would be
much appreciated here. Mr. Radasi finds that more would come
out to hear if they had only something to cover them.

It is my purpose to preach next Sabbath nearer Bembesi Siding;
on the following Sabbath we purpose having the Communion.
On the fourth Sabbath I shall possibly be at this third station
which I have referred to, and I have not decided as to whether I
shall preach in the Mission here on the fifth Sabbath or in
Bulawayo, but most likely I shall remain at the Mission all the
time. I should be thankful to say that I have been, and am, in
very good health. I expect to sail from Beira for the Mediterranean
on the 19th November.

I have quite enjoyed my visit to this interesting Mission. The
Mission, I feel, is an elevating centre for the surrounding heathen
neighbourhood. It is so not only on account of the Gospel being
preached in it, the issues whereof are to eternity, but it is so also
in a worldly sense, since Mr. Radasi acts in the capacity of an
arduous teacher here, and even in the buildings which he has
erected, although mostly of clay, he has set a model for those who
make his acquaintance, to follow. I have felt very much since I
came here that we do not sufficiently sympathise with, nor bear
on our spirits, those whose work it is to preach the Gospel to, and
to teach, the heathen. Nor c.an those heathen who wish to hear
the Gospel always do so without suffering persecution. That
persecution has not been unknown here also: Mr. Radasi has been
telling me of one woman in particular, who, although she had not
become a member, was very much attached to the Mission, and
was regular in her attendance at the service. Her husband,
however, is heathen, and was much opposed' to his wife coming
here. When the Sabbath came round, and she wished to come to
the service, he would order her to work, and if she did not at once
obey, would beat her. At length, one day in a rage, he knocked
two of her front teeth out, which, when her parents heard of, they
came for her, took her away to their own home, and as that home
is far from the Mission, she cannot, on account of the distance,
come.

It reminded one of a pious Scotch home, when here on Saturday
night. Care was taken that water for Sabbath was in in time,
and that all boots were brushed, so that no unnecessary labour
should be done on the Lord's Day.

These are points which impressed me since coming here, and I
have thought they might interest the Sym>d and Church at home
too. I met with much kindness from my fellow creatures on
the way out here, but I would like to mention by name the Hon.
Mr. Cartwright of Cape Town, who was the means of securing me
a concession ticket from Vryburg to Bulawayo; Mr. Neil
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Mackay, who hales from Dumbarton, and who did all in his
power to make my stay at Cape Town comfortable j and Mr.
Donald M'Lean, a nephew of Mr. John M'Lean,> elder, Greenock,
whose kindness to me at Bulawayo was truly brotherly.

I may hope to give a second report later on. Mr. Radasi and
myself would wish to offer our respectful and kind greetings to
every member of the Synod. With affectionate regards to you
and to your household, I remain, your sincere friend,

JOHN R. MACKAY.

\!be (ate !lDr. tlnguB murra~, J8lber,
:f13alloan, IDornocb.

T HE most of the people of the Highlands have heard of that
eminent servant of the Lord, Rev. John Kennedy of

Redcastle, and of the crowds that frequented the gatherings where
he preached the Word of life, and how the Spirit of God was wont
to seal the word preached with power on the hearts of many of
the hearers, in convincing the careless and in binding up the
broken hearted. The parish of Dornoch was often favoured in
having him and Dr. Macdonald, the apostle of the North, at
Communion seasons, and fruit followed their labours. It was
during one of those seasons that our late friend, then in his teens
bareheaded and barefooted, herding calves-wended his way on
the Sabbath evening to the place where the tribes of God went
up to Israel's testimony to pay thanks to God, and had the arrow,
pointed in love, directed to his soul by the Lord from the mouth
of Mr. Kennedy, as he spoke from the words in the forty--fifth
Psalm, second verse: "Thou art fairer than the children of men."
And, as our friend used to tell us, he spoke of the beauty of His
Person, and of His offices as Prophet, Priest, and King, and His
work, of His beauty as a husband to the soul, of His beauty as a
Brother, and of His beauty as a Friend. And as Angus used to
describe it: "His words came into my heart like balls of fire,
inflaming it with love to the Person of whom he spoke." And as
he left the congregation that night, he was so ravished with the
love of Christ that, as he often told some, he felt he could die for
Him. He went home, but not to sleep. All night he felt, as he
would say, that Christ was like a mountain of fire burning with
love before his mind, and that although seven lakes of fire lay
between him and the One who is fairer than the children of men,
he would wade through them all to be in His bosom. This
feeling continued with him for some time, but all too soon it
passed away, and then he began to doubt that what had passed
through his mind was the real work of the Spirit. of God, seeing
that it is more often the case that conviction of sin goes before a
sense of the love of Christ. And as he began to mingle with the
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people of God, and to attend the " Question" meetings, he heard
" the men" speaking of conviction of sin before an experience of
the love of Christ. This cast him into deep waters, fearing that,
after all, his joy was not the fruit of a saving union with Christ.
He was favoured above many in having a mother who truly feared
the Lord, who, as he often related, was allured by the love of
Christ at first while at one of the great gatherings at the Burn of
Ferintosh, hearing Dr. Macdonald preach from the words, "l will
betroth thee to me forever in righteousness." She was so over
come with the love of Christ that she could hardly stand on her
feet when the service was over. His mother being a new creature,
he could not doubt the reality of her conversion, and yet she was
"called" in a similar way to himself, which proved helpful to him.

The late eminently faithful servant of the Lord, Sheriff Hugh
Maculloch, was related to him on his mother's side, and a
conversation that took place between Angus's grandfather and the
Sheriff used then to work on his mind. The Sheriff, in addressing
Angus's grandfather, who then did not know the Lord, said:
" Our great-grandfather had grace, our grandfather had grace, our
father had grace, and I have the hope that I have grace too, and
if in you the link between our family and God will be broken, you
will be one of the most miserable in eternity." That the link
might be broken in him, was a cause of fear to Angus many a day.
And to the last, when his Sun would be clouded he would say to
himself, "Poor Angie, what is the Lord to do with thee now?"
While thus cast down after the first tide of the love of Christ, he
heard of a godly man who then lived in the parish of Farr, called
John Macintosh, who was a man of very keen discernment, and
dearly loved such as he considered the seed of the Kingdom,
and although a long and dreary journey lay between him in Farr
and Angus Murray in Dornoch, yet as the report which the Queen
of Sheba got of the wisdom of Solomon, moved her to go all the
way from the East to see and hear him, so Angus felt alike drawn
to see and hear lain Toisich, as he always called him. All who
know the locality understand that he would have many a weary
step before he reached Fan, but where there is a will there is a
way, and Angus had the will and found the way. Arriving at the
place where John lived, he called on one of his neighbours, as he
was unknown to John and, being young, was afraid to go straight
to his house. This neighbour accompanied him to John's house,
and on entering, John, who was confined to bed, asked the neigh
bour who this young man that accompanied him was. His
neighbour answered, "He is a young man from the parish of
Dornoch, and seeing you are a Catechist yourself, you can question
him yourself. "Oh, well," said John, "the parish of Farr was at
one time worth coming to, for there were many of the salt of the
earth in it, but there are very few of them now. But this is a good
day for hypocrites-they may get on as they like; but it is a bad
day for God's poor people." This stunned Angus, having come
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ail the way from Dornoch seeking encouragement, only now to
find that he was dealt with as J oseph did with his brethren. He
was now, in John Macintosh's sight, as he thought, a hypocrite.
In this state, with a downcast soul and an equally downcast head,
as he would say himself, "my head was between my knees," he
rose to go away, and ventured near the bed to bid farewell with
him whom he had come so far to see, but who, on coming, he
thought, took all his hope from him. As John got a hold of his
hand, he drew him to him and embraced him, saying, "Boy,
eternity will not part us, for no sooner did I see your face coming
in at the door than the Lord spoke to me concerning you in these
words, 'Fear not, worm Jacob, I will help thee.' And now I am
united to thee in the Word of God, and eternity will not separate
us." In these precious words the Lord anew revealed Himself to
this weary traveller and the shadows fled away, and instead of
leaving with a sting, he sat for hours on the side of the old saint's
bed, tasting of the streams which flow from the river which makes
glad the city of God, and spent the night with him. When it was
time for the family to retire, the family altar was surrounded, and
Angus had to conclude in prayer. As he knelt, that portion of
God's Word came forcibly to his mind: "The God that answereth
by fire, let him be God in Israel." At first he felt afraid to begin,
but the Lord so revealed Himself to him, answering in fire against
the Son of His love, when He said, " Awake, 0 sword, against my
Shepherd, and him that is my fellow," that he felt as if Christ was
before him on the Cross as the sacrifice-that he was filled with
the love of Christ to overflowing. This was to him singing as in
the days of his youth, as in the day when he came out of the land
of Egypt. On rising from his knees, John said, "0, Angus, it
would be good for me now to enjoy so much of the love of Christ
in five years as you did for those five minutes on your knees. I
was once as you were to-night, but my godliness is off the earth
now, and it is before me in heaven." This was Bethel truly to
Angus Murray, and to the end of his course his eye would kindle
when he spoke of lain Toisich. And when he returned home, he
would, on retiring at night, look out at the stars in the direction
of his friend's home, and would begin the same journey anew.
" Love is strong as death." As long as his friend lived, he was a
bi-yearly visitor. On his homeward journeys he used to visit
Strathy, where he had many warm friends, also Strathnaver. He
had a way peculiar to himself, for on leaving home to visit those
that he loved in the Lord, he took in his pocket a number of coins
from a sixpenny bit to a two-shilling piece, and when he met one
that he loved a little he gave a sixpence, and one that he loved
more, a shilling, and one that he loved still more, two shillings.
The love and sufferings of Christ were his favourite themes, and
in all hs exercises anyone could see that he was one deeply
taught and one who largely drank of the love of Christ.

There was an eminent woman at that time on Strath-l}alladale,
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called Elizabeth Sutherland, to whom Angus was very much
attached; as he would say, "She was the most godly woman I
ever met." On one occasion he was at tea with her, and in
returning thanks for the mercies they had received, he got such a
manifestation of the Lord, that, as he expressed it himself, " I was
sick of love; I got a peep of His love." Before he left he was
complaining of himself, but Elizabeth answered, " I don't pity you
in one way wherever you may go; but in another way I do pity
you, for you will be very much alone in the generation in which
you will be. They will not understand you, and you will not
understand them." About this time he attended a Communion
at Helmsdale, where he heard and saw John Sutherland, Badbea,
for the first time. On the Friday John, when called upon to give
marks of the Lord's people, began to speak of their doubts and
fears, and how low they might come after getting a drop of the
love of Christ, which so comforted Angus that, as he would say,
"Although I was never called before, I felt a desire to speak of
the love of Christ, but some would only kill me when they would
begin on the law work which went on in them." He felt once so
cast down after hearing some whom he could not follow in the
work of the law, that he entered his own barn, which was his place
for pouring out his heart before the Lord, and on this occasion he
fell on his knees, seeking that the Lord might so convince him of .'
sin, that he could follow others. "Boy," he would say in after days,
" there came like a lightning so much of the wrath of God through
my mind that I shook from head to foot, and although He would
send me to hell, I determined that I would never ask it again, for
my reason could not stand it." To this resolution he kept to the
end, as all who knew him can testify that in prayer and as a
Friday speaker, he dwelt invariably on the person and love of
Christ.

For a considerable time after tasting of the love of God in
Christ Jesus he was afraid to come forward to witness publicly on the
side ofChrist because he did not know" law work," and although
at times he felt encouraged on a Communion Saturday, and
determined to go forward to be examined, another sermon would
take his courage from him. He often related that Mr. Alexander
Macleod, Rogart, insisted on his- going forward, and on the
Saturday preached a most encouraging sermon in Gaelic. " I
felt before he was done," he said, "that it was my duty to go
forward, but, boy, Mr. Macleod, Ullapool, rose and preached a
law sermon, and I had to run away; I could not go forward."
Thus he was tossed to and fro, but not forsaken. He was very
much attached to Mr. Macleod, Rogart. As a preacher Qf the
Gospel, he regarded him as equal to Dr. Kennedy, although-not
so gifted. In his own way he would describe what he would do
if they preached near each other by saying, "I could not choose
between them; I would go to hear the one that was the nearer of
the two. If Mr. Macleod had not liberty he was very poor. I
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once heard him, and I believe he took out his watch ten times in
a quarter of an hour. But, boy, all at once as if you turned the
tap of a full barrel, he could not pour out all that came from
the Lord into his soul. Before, he longed to stop, but now when
the Lord came, he did not know how to stop." Such seasons were
refreshing to Angus Murray's soul, for in those days he sat" under
his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet unto his
taste." And when the time came that the Lord enabled him to
confess Him before men, and to speak in public of the work of
His Spirit, the most indifferent could see that he was a man that
got a melting in His love, who so loved as to give His own life a
ransom for many.

Of all Friday speakers~without in the least wishing to make
invidious comparisons-or of all ministers, in fact, he was alone
in his day on the love and sufferings of Christ. Some might
think, while listening to his deep and heart-melting utterances on
such a theme, that he could not but have read largely on the
subject, but such as knew him from infancy could testify that most
of the books he read-if not the only-were the Bible and
Boston's Fourfold State. It was not what he read, but it was the
knowledge that his soul drank fr0m the Spirit in the days of his
youth, which his heart bubbled up as he began to speak concerning
the King, and now that he is gone to sing in a sweeter, holier
frame, we shall no longer hear his like. We set no limits to the
Holy One of Israel-He can work when, where, and how He
pleases-yet when we look back on the history of the Church, we
can see that in every age there were men who, through grace,
differed from others, and certainly he differed in his own day.
And if even some of the gracious words which we heard flowing
from his lips on Communion Fridays and at Prayer Meetings were
in print, they would give a better description of the man that we
seek to portray than it is possible for us now to do. Sometimes
he would be like others, as he would say, "If I don't get to the
side of His love, I cannot do anything." Once at a Communion
at Rogart, he was heard thus commending the love of the Father
in the gift of His Son, and of the Son in giving Himself: "The
Father had no greater gift to give than His only beloved Son,
who was, and is, the love of the Father's heart. Love was seeking
love. Love in the Father was seeking love in the Son, and love
in the Son was seeking love in the Father, and as the Father, as
the Judge, was pouring His wrath on the Son as the sacrifice for
the sins of His people that He came to save, this was like pouring
it on His own heart. And love in the Son was seeking love in the
Father, and in love He drank the wrath until He cried, 'It is
finished.' And thus love met love, and God rested in love. ' In.
me there is no fury.' O! the glorious One that kept His heart to
the sword of justice until it drank its satisfaction. And as the
Spirit takes possession of the souls of His people, the love of the
Spirit in them will be seeking to the love of Christ; and thus
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love flows int0 love. The love of the Father in the love of the
sufferings, and the love of the sufferings in the love of the Spirit,
coming into the faculties of the soul, and the love of the soul in
the Spirit, through the love of the sufferings, going back to the
love of the Father; and thus love flowing into love. God is love,
and those who know not His love, know not who God is."

Another time in prayer, with tears flowing from his eyes, he
began: "We are here to-day that will never meet again-no, not
even at the day of judgment. The wicked shall never meet with
the righteous, for they will be on the left hand at the great day,
and who can understand the distance between the right hand and
the left at the great day? The righteous will be placed by Christ
before the Father, saying, 'Look at me, Father, and the children
whom Thou hast given me; are they not unlike what they were,
as I got them dead, and I quickened them; filthy, and I cleansed
them in my blood; blind, and I gave them their sight?' O!
what a company will follow Him eternally, as they sing unto Him
that loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood."

(To be Continued.) E. MACQ.

tin 1eabbar",e.tbeist lProtastanacb,
le 1an IDearbbabb 0 na $griobtuiribb.

TOISEACHAD H.

CEIST. I.-Is Protastanach thusa. Carson a ghoirear an t-ainm
sin dhiot ?--FREAGAIRT.-A chionn gu'm buin ml do eaglais a
tha 'togail fianuis an aghaidh mhearachdan eaglais na Rbimh.

C. 2.-Ciod lad na mearachdan an aghaidh am bheil thu 'togail
fianuis ?--F.-Tha a'chuid a's mb dhiubh ann an Creud Phap'
Plus IV. Faic taobh 12.

C. 3.-Agus am bheil thu 'togail fianuis an aghaidh, no ag
aichea.dh na Creuda sin uile ?--F.-Cha n-'eil. A' cheud chuid
d'l, de 'n goirear a' Chreud Nicenach (no 'chreud a rinneadh ann
an Nicea), tha ml ag aideachadh, do bhrlgh gu'm faodar a' chuid
sin d'l a dhearbhadh o'n Sgriobtuir. Ach a' chuid eile dh'i anns
am bheil da earrainn deug, tha ml ag aicheadh, mar theagasg
neo-sgriobtuireil.

C. 4.-Cuin a bha Creud Phap' Pius IV., air a deanamh suas
agus air a cur amach air tus ?--F.-Rinneadh a' cheud chuid
d'i anns am bheil a' Chreud Nicenach, aig Comhairle Nicea anns
a' bhliadhna 325. Cha chualas riamh mu'n da earrainn Mug
mu-dheireadh dh'i, mar Chreud, gu la Phap Pius IV., a chuir
amach lad air tus, anns a' bhliadhna 1564.

C. 5.-Nach robh mearachdan ann an Eaglais na Rbimh, roimh
an t-seathamh Llnn deug?--F.-Bha: ach cha robh mearachdau
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eaglais na Raimh air an co-aonadh ri 'cheile, no air an suidheach-
adh mar Chreud, roimh an am sin. Bha na mearachdan fein ann
roimhe sin. Dh'-fhas iad suas anns a' chuis so, mar tha 'tachairt
ann an cuisibh eile, a' chuid 's a' chuid.

C. 6.-Mur robh Creud Phap Pius IV. air a cur amach gus
a' bhliadhna 1564, is eudar nach do ghabhadh riamh rithe le
muinntir Bhreatainn; oirthainig an t-Ath-leasachadh astigh roimh
an am sin ?--F.-Gun teagamh. Agus gu dearbh, is iongantach
an ni, nacp robh Creud na Raimh riamh air a h-aideachadh le
sluagh Bhreatainn Mhair, agus Eirinn. Ach dh'-aidich beagan
ann an Sasunn, agus maran ann an Eirionn, a' Chreud annasach
so, an-deigh an Ath-leasachaidh.

C. 7.-Ciamar a thachair gu'n robh Cranmer, Ridleidh, Latimer,
agus na ceudan eile de na martaraich, air an losgadh aig a' phosta
mharbhaidh, airson a bhi ag aicheadh theagasgan na Raimh, mur
robh Creud na Raimh ann, gus an·deigh do'n Ath-leasachadh
taiseachadh. A dh-aon fhocal, ciod am feum a bha air Ath
leasachadh ?--F.-Bha mearachdan na Raimh ann, agus airson
a bhi 'g an aicheadh, chuireadh martaraich gu bas aig a' phosta.
Ach cha robh na mearachdan sin air an ainmeachadh gu follaiseach
ann an Creud Eaglais na Raimh, gus an t-seathamh Linn Mug.
Is ann a bha Eaglais na Raimh, an ait a bhi ag aicheadh theagasgan
mearachdach, mar a rinn na Ceartairean, no muinntear an Ath
leasachaidh, 'g an cur ris a' Chreud Nicenaich.

C. 8.-Agus anis, ainmich cuid de mhearachdan na Raimh.-
F.-So iad (I) Ard uachdaranachd a' Phapa. (2) Neo-mhear
achdas, no a bhi 'g radh gu'm bheil am Pap neo-mhearachdach.
(3) Bacadh-slainte, no nach 'eil slaint ri 'faotuinn an taobh amuigh
do Eaglais na Raimh. (4) Beul-eachdraidh, no bhi 'toirt creideis
do bheul-aithris na h-Eaglais, mar bheirear do'n Bhiobull. (5)
Umuigh ann ancainnt neo-aithnichte, no bhi 'deanamh urnuigh
ann an canain nach tuig an luchd-eisdeachd. (6) Eadar-dheal
achadh peacaidh, ag radh gu'm bheil cuid de pheacaidhean eutrom,
neo-thoillteanach air a' bhas. (7) Runachadh, no bhi a' teagasg
gu'm bheil eifeachd nan sacramaidean a' teachd amhain tre run an
ti a fhrithealas iad. (8) Gu'm bheil seachd Sacramaidean ann.
(9) Gu'm bheil Purgadair ann. (10) Teagasg a' Pheanais, anns
am bheil faosaid, maitheanas, agus riarachadh do cheartas Dhe,
tre oibribh an duine. (II) Ungadh-crxche, no "an ola bhais."
(12) Flithamas leis am beilear ag radh gu'm bheil comas aig an
t-sagart maitheanas peacaidh, agus saorsa 0 ni sam-bith, a thoirt
do dhuine, agus gu'm faod Corr-obair a bhi aig creutair, no gu'm
faod e tuilleadh 's a dhleasanas a choilionadh an lathair Dhe.
(13) Beachda mearachdach mu Fhxreanachadh. (14) Brxgh-ath:
arrachadh an Arain 's an Fhlona ann an Suipeir an Tighearna.
(IS) Iobairt na h-Aifrinn. (16) Comlinachadh 'an aon sears'
amhain. (17) Aoradh do Naoimh 'us do Ainglibh. (18) Bhi
'gnathachadh Iomhaighean's a' toirt aoraidh dhoibh. (19) Gill-
eadas, no toirmeasg pasaidh. (20) Riaghailtean nam Manach's
nan Dubh-chailleach. 24
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C. 9.-Am bheil teagasgan mearachdach eile aig Eaglais na
Roimh ?--F.-Tha. Tha i 'gabhail "nan uile nithe eile a bha
air an toirt, air am mineachadh agus air an teagasg leis " na nithibh
ris an abair i "Cleir-Iagha naomh agus Ard chomhairlean."
Creud Phiuis IV., EARRANN I I.

C. lo.-Mar sin tha i ag aideachadh a bhi 'gabhail orduighean
nan comhairlean. Ciamar tha cuis na Creuda so fein a' dearbhadh
a mearachdan 'n a h-aghaidh ?--F.-Tha mar so. Dh'-orduich
a' Chomhairle a shuidh ann an Ephesus, anns a' bhli~dhna 43l,
comhairle leis am bheil an Roimh ag aideachadh a bhi air a
riaghladh, nach faodar Creud sam-bith eile, ach a' Chreud de 'n
goirear gu coitchionn a' Chreud Nicenach, a ghabhail le neach, no
thairgse do neach a dh-iompaichear 0 bhaoth-chreidimh (heresy).*
Agus gidheadh, tha Eaglais na Roimh 'an am dh'i bhi 'gabhail
Phrotastanach air am am bheil i ag amharc mar bhaoth-chreid
mhich, astigh 'n a comunn fein, ag aithneadh dhoibh Creud
Phap' Pius IV. aideachadh, ged nach cualas riamh mu 'n da
earrainn deug mu-dheireadh dh'i, gus an t-seathamh Unn Mug,
corr 'us aon ceud deug bliadhna an-deigh Comhairle Ephesuis.

C. I I. -Ciod i nis a' Chreud l'licenach fein ?--F.-" Creideam
ann an aon Dia, an t-Athair uile-chumhachdach, Cruithear neimh
agus na talmhainn, agus nan uile nithe faicsinneach agus neo
fhaicsinneach; agus ann an aon Tighearn Iosa Criosd, Mac
aon-ghinte Dhia, air a ghiontuinn 0 'Athair roimh na saoghail
uile, Dia 0 Dhia, solus 0 sholus, am fior Dhia o'n fhior Dhia, air
a ghiontuinn, ni-h-ann air a chruthachadh, a dh-aon bhdgh ris an
Athair, leis an d'-rinneadh na h-uile nithe; neach air ar son-ne
elann nan daoine, agus a chum ar slainte, a thainig anuas 0 neamh,
a ghineadh anns an fheoil, leis an Spiorad Naomh, o'n Oigh
Muire; agus a rinneadh 'n a dhuine, agus a bha air a cheusadh
mar-an-ceudna air ar son-ne, fo Phontius PHat. Dh'-fhuiling e
agus dh'-adhlaiceadh e, agus air an treas la, dh'-eirich e dst a-reir
nan Sgriobtuir, agus chaidh e suas gu neamh, agus tha e 'n a
shuidhe air deas laimh an Athar. Agus thig e rist ann an glair, a
thoirt breith air na beathaibh agus air na mairbh; air a rloghachd
cha bhi cdoch."

* ORDUGI-I NA COMHAIRLE ANN AN EPHESUS.

" Air do na nithe sin a bhi air an leughadh, dh'ordnich an Seanadh naomh,
naclz bitlzeadh e laghail do neaclt air-liith, riaglzailt creidimlz sa711-bitlz cile
'aideachadh, a sgrzoblzadh no 'dheana17lh, ach an riaghailt sin a ta air a
comharrachadh amach leis na lz-AITHRICHEAN NAOMH, a bha air an cruimz
eachadh, leis an SPIORAD NAoMH, ann an Nice. Ach ladsan a ghabhas
orra-fein riaghailt creidimh sam-bith eile a dheanamh, no 'aideachadh, no
'thairgse dhoibh-san a tha toil each a bhi air an iompachadh gu aidmheil na
firinn, co aca is ann 0 chreidimh nam Paganach, no nan lHdhach, no "bho
slzeorsa baotlz-chreidimh sam-bitlz; gu'm hitheadh lad sin, na'm b'easbuigean
lad, air an cur amach a dieuchd na easbuigeachd, agus na'm bu chleir-dhaoine
lad, gu'm bitheadh lad air an cur amach as an dreuchd chleireil; ach na'm bu
neo-chleirich lad, gu'm bitheadh lad air an cur fo mhallachadh."-(Man',
Councils, page 1362.)
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"Agus creideam anns an Spiorad Naomh, Tighearn agus fear
tabhairt na beatha, a tha 'teachd amach o'n Athair agus o'n Mhac,
do 'n toirear aoradh agus glair maille ris an Athair agus ris a'
Mhac le 'cheile. A labhair leis na faidhean. Agus creideam ann
an aon Eaglais Choitchinn agus Abstolaich. Tha mi ag aideach
adh aon Bhaistidh chum maitheanas pheacaidhean; agus tha duil
agam ri aiseirigh nam rnarbh, agus ri beatha an t-saoghail a ta gu
teachd. AMEN."

Sin anis a' Chreud Nicenach; agus tha i uile fallain. Ach so
dhuit na pungan lira, a chaidh a chur rithe le Pap Plus IY., anns
a' bhliadhna 1564, anns am bheil na teagasgan mearachdach mu'n
do labhair thu.

CREUD PHAP' PlUS IV.

" 1.-Tha ml gu daingean, a' ghabhail h-ugam agus a' coimhead
Bheul-eachdraidhean nan Abstol agus na h-Eaglais, maille ri uile
ghnathachadh agus riaghailtean eile na h-eaglaise ceudna.

" II.-Tha rol, mar-an-ceudna, a ghabhail h-ugam nan Sgriob
tuirean Naomha, a-reir an t-seadha sin anns an robh agus anns am
bheil ar Mathair Naomh an Eaglais 'g an gabhail, do 'm buin
breth a thoirt air fior sheadh agus air eadar-mhineachadh nan
Sgriobtuir; agus cha ghabh 'us cha mhlnich ml lad gu brath, air
daigh sam-bith eile, ach a-reir co-chardadh aon-Inntinneach nan
Aithrichean.

" III.-Tha ml, mar-an-ceudna, ag aideachadh gu'm bheil, gu
fior agus gu ceart, seachd Sacramaidean an lagha nuaidh air an
suidheachadh le Iosa Criosd ar Tighearn, agus gu'm bheil iad
feumail a chum slaint a' chinne-daoine, ged nach 'eil iad uile
airson gach uile neach; eadhon, Baisteadh, Daingneachadh,
Comanachadh, Peanas, Ungadh·criche, Orduighean agus Pasadh,
agus g'm bheil lad a' buileachadh grais; agus dhiubh sin nach
urrainn lad so, Baisteadh, Daingneachadh agus Orduighean a bhi
air an tabhairt do neach an dara uair, gun trom-pheacadh, no
ceall-ghoid: agus tha ml, mar-an-ceudna, a' gabhail agus ag
aideachadh nan deas-ghnath aig an Eaglais Choitchinn, mar tha
lad air an gabhail agus air am moladh leis an Eaglais, agus air an
cleachdadh ann am frithealadh solamach nan uile Shacramaidean
a ta air an ainmeachadh roimhe so.

" IV.-Tha ml a' gabhail agus ag aideachadh nan uile agus gach
aoin de na nithibh a bha air am mineachadh agus air am foills
eachadh ann an Comhairle Naoimh Thrent, mu pheacadh-gin agus
mu fhlreanachadh.

" V.-Tha ml ag aideachadh, mar-an-ceudna, gu'm bheil anns
an Aifrinn, lobairt-reitich fhior, cheart, airson nam bea agus nam
marbb, air a tairgse do Dhia, agus gu'm bheil corp agus fuil, maille
ri anam agus diadhachd ar Tighearna Iosa Criosd, gu fior, gu
h-iomlan agus gu riochdail, ann an Sacramaidibh fior Naomh a'
Chomanachaidh, agus gu'm bheil uile bhrigh an arain air a
h-atharrachadh gu corp Chriosd agus uile bhrigh an fhiona gu fuil
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Chriosd; de 'n atharrachadh so goiridh an Eaglais Chaitligeach
Brtgh-atharrachadh. Tha ml, mar-an-ceudna, ag aideachadh gu'm
bheil Criosd, gu h-uile agus gu h-iomlan, agus gu'm bheil fior
shacramaid air an gabhail fo aon seorsa, arms an aran amhain, no
anns an fhlon ambain.

"VI.-Tha ml a' slor-chreidsinn gu'm bheil Purgadair ann, agus
gu'm bheil na h-anamanan a ta air an cumail ann, air an cuideach
adh le urnuighean agus cobhar nan creideaeh.

"VII.-Mar-an-eeudna, gu'm bheil edligheach onoir a thoirt do
na Naoimh a ta 'righeaehadh maille ri Criosd, agus urnuigh a
dheanamh riutha, agus gu'm bheil lad-san a' deanamh urnuigh ri
Dia air ar son-ne, agus gu'm bheil an euimhneachain (relics) ri 'n
eoimhead ann an ard urram.

" VIII.-Tha ml ag radh gu fior dhaingean, gu'm bheil eceart,
lomhaigh Chriosd, lomhaigh Mathar Dhe, slor Oigh, agus lomh
aighean nan Naomh eile a bhi aig daoine agus a bhi air an
eoimhead leo, agus gu'm bheil edligheaeh onoir agus ard urram
a thabhairt doibh.

" IX.-Tha ml ag radh, mar-an-eeudna, gu'n robh comas
Fathamais a thoirt seachad, air fhagail le Criosd anns an Eaglais,
agus gu'm bheil lad sin a thoirt 's a gabhail, fior fhallain do
shluagh Criosdail.

"X.-Tha ml ag aideaehadh na h-Eaglais Naoimh, Caitligich,
Abstolaieh, Romanoi:Jh, mar Mhathair agus mar Bhan-mhaighstear
nan Eaglaisean uile, agus tha ml a' gealltuinn fior umhlaehd a
thoirt do Easbuig na Roimh, oighre Pheadair an Naomh, Prionnsa
nan Abstoi, agus Fear·ionaid Iosa Criosd.

"XI.-Tha ml, mar-an-eeudna, gun teagamh, a' gabhail, agus
ag aideachadh nan uile nithe eile, a ta air an tabhairt, air am
mineachadh agus air am foillseaehadh le Cleir laghaibh Naomh
agus le Ard Chomhairlibh, agus gu h-araid le Comhairle Naoimh
Thrent: agus tha m! a dlteadh, a' diultadh agus a mallaehadh nan
uile nithe a ta 'n an aghaidh, agus gaeh uile bhaoth-chreidimh, a
bha air an diteadh, air an diultadh agus air am mallaehadh leis an
Eaglais.

"XII.-Tha mise, N. N. aig an am so, gu saor, ag aideaehadh,
agus gu treibh-dhireach, a' cumail an fhlor ehreidimh Chaitligieh
so, as 'eugmhais naeh urrainn aon a bhi air a thearnadh; agus tha
mi 'gealltuinn an creidimh eeudna a ehumail agus aideaehadh,
iomlan agus neo-briste, gu fior sheasmhaeh, gu crIoeh mo bheatha."

"Tha mearachdan uamhasaeh, ole, anns a' Chreud so. Tha 1
a' cur beuleaehdra·idhean dhaoine ri Focal De. Tha 1 ag ia.rraidh
na Sgriobtuirean a ghabhail anns an t-seadh anns am bhe-il an
Eaglais 'g am mlneaehadh, agus an-deigh sin, cha d'-innis Eaglais
na Roimh riamh fathast, mu mhlneaehadh air-bith a tha ise 'eead
achadh a dheanamh air na Sgriobtuiribh; no eha n-'eil fios eiod e
an seadh anns am b'aill leatha-sa, na Sgriobtuirean a bhi air am
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mineachadh. ·Tha a' Chreud so a' labhairt mu 'bheachd aon
inntinneach nan Aithrichean,' ged is maith a tha fios aig na h-uile
dheasbairibh ionnsaichte, gu'm 1>heil sgriobhaidhean nan Aith
richean air an lionadh le neo-aontachd, a' mi-chordadh, 's ag
aicheadh a cheile; is amaideach, air an aobhar sin, an gabhail
mar ughdarras dearbhach air nithibh a' chreidimh. Tha i ag rMh
gn'm bheil seachd Sacramaidean ann. Tha i ag aicheadh teagaisg
an Sgriobtuir air Fireanachadh tre chreidimh anns an Reite iomlain
a rinn Criosd. Tha i a' cur leis an teagasg de'n goirear bacadh
slat"nte, no a teagasg nach 'eil tearnadh airson na muinntir nach 'eil
ag aontachadh le creidimh Eaglais na ROimh."-BAGoT.

C. I2.-Ciod am peanas 'bu choir a dheanamh air easbuigibh,
agus air sagartaibh na Roimh airson iad a bhi, mar so, a' cur nithe
lira nrinnibh a' chreidimh ?--F.-A-reir na comhairle ann an
Ephesus, bu choir an cur amach a dreuchd na ministearachd.-
(Faic Ceist Io,-Nod.)

C. I3.-Ainmich, ann an cainnt shoilleir agus ann am beagan
fhocal, na h-aobharan a ta agad airson a bhi 'togail fianuis an
aghaidh eaglais na Roimh ?--F.-Tha mi a'togail fianuis 'n a
h-aghaidh, do bhrigh gu'm bheil i a' teagasg phungan creidimh a
ta neo-sgriobtuireil, agus an lorg sin, annasach 'n an nadur, plingan
a ta 'cur fhirinnean glormhor an t-soisgeil gu neo bhrigh-a'
ribeadh an fhir-aoraidh ann an iodhol-a0radh uamhasach, agus
a' sgrios an anama, mur dean e aithreachas, agus mur treig e an
teagasg amaideach so.

( Ri teantuinn.)

lDrotestant 1Rotes.
How Roman Catholics keep the Lord's Day.-The

following extract from Mr. MacCarthy's Priests and People t"n
Ireland is interesting as throwing light on Roman Catholicism ;
"After Mass," he says, "eur 'Sunday' is spent by the laity and
the clergy either in pleasure or idleness; it is not spent in
devotion. The young men hie themselves off to the country.
The priest arranges his afternoon programme of amusement.
Hurling, football, cycling, coursing, rabbit-hunting, ratting, and
even hunting with beagles and harriers are indulged in. And one
always finds that our [Roman] Catholic young men on the
Monday morning are tired, out of sorts, and ill-disposed to begin
their week's business owing to the way in which the Sabbath has
been spent. In the large cities the opening of the public-houses
at 2 p.m. is the greatest event of the [Roman1Catholic Sabbath
afternoon. I can hardly remember a time when I did not contrast
the Protestant' Sunday' with the [Roman] Catholic' Sunday' to
our disadvantage. Nor could I ever bring myself to see anything
disgraceful in the term which we opprobriously apply to Protestants.
When I was a child, on the' Sunday' evenings when there was
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nothing to be done, I used to envy the Protestants and their
children whom I saw setting off for church about seven o'clock,
and I used to think what a comfortable thing it must be to go
into church with one's friends and spend an hour or two on
'Sunday' evening in that way."

The Election and Protestantism.-It would be well for
all true-hearted Protestants at the coming election to put Protes
tantism before politics. From a political standpoint there can be
no doubt that very important issues will be before the country,
but in all probability outstanding Protestantism will have no
prominent place in the policy of either party, and it is therefore
to be hoped that Protestant electors will use their influence and
votes to get candidates pledged to support Protestantism to be
returned.

Pastor Wise returns to Prison.-Having declined to
enter into his own recognizances to keep the peace for twelve
months and to refrain from holding his Bible-class parades, Mr.
Wise, of the Protestant Reformers' Church, Liverpool, went to
prison on Saturday afternoon, 23rd October, to serve a term of
four months' imprisonment. Earlier in the day Mr. W. Rutherford,
M.P., and Mr. E. L. Lloyd, solicitor, asked the Liverpool stipen
diary magistrate that, pending the holding of the forthcoming
Home Office inquiry into the whole question of sectarian
disturbances and religious processions in Liverpool, Mr. Wise
might be allowed to carry on his religious work. He was prepared
to abide by a promise not to refer to the dispute at any of his
meetings. The magistrate refused the application, and accord
ingly Mr. Wise went to Walton Gaol in the afternoon.

Rome's Methods.-The recent death of the Marquise des
Moustiers-Merinville merits a brief notice here. She was an
American lady, whose maiden name was Caldwell. She was
educated as a Roman Catholic, and remained in communion with
the Papal Apostacy until her early womanhood. It so happened
that she was very rich, and in her enthusiasm for Popery she,
when only twenty-one years old, founded the great Roman
Catholic University at Washington. She was, as a consequence,
greatly honoured by the Pope. But soon after her marriage she
created a great sensation in the United States by publicly declaring
that she had ceased to be a Roman Catholic. In a letter to the
papers, dated 30th October, 1904, she wrote: "For years I have
been trying to rid myself of the subtle yet overwhelming influence
of a Church which pretends not only to the privilege of being
'the only true Church,' but of being alone able to open the gates
of heaven to a sorrowful, sinful world. At last my honest
Protestant blood has asserted itself, and I now for ever repudiate
and cast off the yoke of Rome." And she kept her promise to the
end of her life. She would have no priest near her in her dying
moments.-Englzsh Churchman.



Notes and Comments.

1Rotea an~ <tommenta.
The Churches' Commission.-It would appear that the

work of the Churches' Commissioners is now nearing an end. In
a statement made by Mr. Stuart Fraser, W.S., to the U.F.
Commission of General Assembly, he said that he had great
satisfaction in intimating that the accounting for revenue between
the two Churches, which in May last he said was in progress, had
now been completed, and the balance due by the Free Church to
the United Free Church ascertained. Agents received on
6th August a letter from the Secretary to the Commission inform
ing them that the balance due by the Free Church, and finally
ascertained, had been brought out at £50,733' This sum had in
part been made over to them already, and once it had been paid
in full then there would have been restored to the United Free
Church all the property which was transferred to the Free Church
in 1904, except in so far as it went to the Free Church. The
total amount of property which was made over by the General
Trustees and other Trustees to the Free Church in 19°4 was
£1,017,000. Since then the Free Church collected income down
to Wednesday last amounting to £II6,000, making in all a sum
of principal and interest to be accounted for by the Free Church
of £1, 133,000. Out of that the total allocation to the Free
Church of capital sums, disbursements allowed to them, and
expenses down to 31st December of last year, amounted to
£577,000, leaving to be paid back to the United Free Church
£555,000. Over £401,000 was made back in the year 1907,
and this last year there had been made back a further sum of
£124,000, or together, £525,000, leaving a balance of £30,000
still to be accounted for.

Thomas Scott the Commentator.-The Rev. A. e.
Downer, D.D., has written a Memoir entitled Thomas Scott the
Commentator, and it has just been published by Mr. Charles
J. Thynne, 6 Great Queen Street, W.e. (price 3s. net). Scott was
one of the Evangelical leaders during the great Evangelical
Revival of the eighteenth century; but he is best of all known as
the author of The Force of Truth, and, above all, by his
Commentary on the Bible, which has had an immense circulation.
It is written from the Calvinistic point of view, but Dr. Downer is
careful to point out that Scott, in this work and in his sermons,
urged the necessity of good works in the converted· Christian with
more energy than was usual at that time amongst those holding
Calvinistic views of Scriptural truth. This caused his real position
to be misunderstood by some of those who heard him preach.--,
Protestant Observer.

Free Presbyterian Services in London.-See page 288.
The hour of Gaelic service mentioned should be 3.30 p.m. instead
of 3 p.m. For benefit of attenders at week-day services, we point
out that the Hall is near the Victoria Station.
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