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I N our Februaryissue we made reference to a letter which appeared
in the Free Church Record of January, in which the writer,

"VIf. M.," first criticised the affairs of his own Church, and there
after gave three reasons why he chose to be a Free Churchman
rather than a Free Presbyterian. ~e then quoted some of his
remarks on bazaars, social meetings, a:nd other things in the Free
Church. We now proceed to answer his statements about the
Free Presbyterian Church. These are contained in the first of
his reasons why he prefers to be a Free Churchman, and we shall
examine them in detail. The reason begins as follows: "The
first is that I have doubts as to the constitution of the F.P. Church.
In separating from the Free Church, she seems to have agreed
with the majority of the then Free Church that by a majority of
Assembly she had power to alter her constitution-as, for example,
the Declaratory Act. Unless she took this view, she could not
have held as she did-that the Constitutionalists, notwithstanding
their dissent, which was properly recorded, were under the
Declaratory Act as a binding law. If she holds that doctrine now,
then, like the U.F. Church, she has power to alter her constitution
whenever there happens to be a majority in her who wish it."

In reply, we remark that it was about the last thing we expected
to meet-a charge against the Free Presbyterian Church of a
seeming agreement with the majority of the Free Church of
1892-93 in the view that a majority of Assembly had power to
alter the constitution. 'Witness, first, the" Bond of Union," the
first formal document drawn up by the Free Presbyterians after
their separation: "We protest against the power assumed by the
Courts of the Church which has ceased to represent the creed and
principles of the said Free Church of Scotland, by passing the
Declaratory Act, inasmuch as by the said Act they have substituted
for 'the whole doctrine contained in the Confession of Faith what
they may regard as the substance of the Reformed Faith therein
set forth,' thus largely dispensing with most solemn vows."
Witness, secondly, the ~'Reasons for Separation" with regard to
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the said Act. "Under cover of a desire to maintain purity ot
doctrine and the peace and unity of. the Church, this Act gives the
Church-that is, in the last resort, the General Assembly-a
power with respect to its standards that it by no means possessed
in its original constitution." Witness, thirdly, the "Deed of
Separation," and the latter part of the fourth ground or reason
stated in it on the same subject, which runs: "The Church, through
the majorities of the members of her Courts, being by said
Declaratory Act made the sole judge of the particular points that
are to be included under this category of doctrines-a provision
'which overthrows the fixed Doctrinal Constitution of the Free
Church of Scotland, and lays its creed at the feet of an irresponsible
majority to determine the same at its will." The Deed of
Separation is one of the standards of the Free Presbyterian
Church, and these words are directly condemnatory of the view
that the Free Church had" the power, by a majority of Assembly,
to alter her constitution." Let it be observed, however, that the
-constitution was altered by the majority de facto (in fact), hut the
power, by which this was done, was assumed, and not inherent.
Let it be noticed also, that so far from the Free Presbyterians
holding the opinion that the majority. of Assembly had an inherent
right to alter the constitution, that when they did so de factv by
passing the Declaratory Act of 1892, the Free Presbyterians no
longer regarded them as Free Churchmen in any proper sense, but
described the body under the new conditions as "the present
subsisting Church calling herself the Free Church of Scotland."
But "W. M." appears to think that unless the F.P. Church took
the other view, "she could not have held, as she did, that the
Constitutionalists, notwithstanding their dissent which was properly
recorded, were under the Declaratory Act as a binding law."
Free Presbyterians have certainly held that the Constitutionalists,
who remained in association with the majority, were under the
Declaratory Act as a binding law, but they did not hold this on
the ground that the majority had right or power to pass such an
Act as that of 1892, but on the ground that the Act was passed
according to the recognised steps of procedure in Church law,
whereby any Act became a binding law and constitution in the
Church. There are good Acts as well as bad Acts, and if Church
procedure is not to be respected, then there is an end to all law
and order in any Church. We never maintained that the
Constitutionalists who remained behind in 1893 were bound to
believe the doctrines of the Declaratory Act for themselves. We
never said they were "under" it in that sense, but we held that
they were" under" the Act as a law as long as they continued to
form a part of the body, seeing that the Act was passed ;n
accordance with the usual terms of Church procedure. The
Declaratory Act, though unconstitutional in its doctrinal contents,
was carried through according to constitutional Church forms,
and the Free Presbyterians saw that if they remained in association
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with the majority, though under a dissent, they would still be
compelled to respect the Act as Church law, while, at the same
time, they would be violating their solemn obligations to maintain
the constitution of the Free Church intact, by submitting in any
way to its operation in the Church, or by co-operating with those
who had de facto violated the constitution. The dissenting
Constitutionalists were under the Declaratory Act as a binding
law in the sense we have explained, notwithstanding their dissent,
and, if we mistake not, one of the best of them, now dead,
acknowledged this at the time.

We proceed now to notice the remaining part of W. M.'s first
reason. " On the other hand," he says, "we know the view held
by the Constitutionalists now forming the Free Church. They
said that the Free Church had no power to make any law which
would alter her constitution, and that as the Declaratory Act was
a breach of her constitution, it was not binding upon them-it in
fact did not exist. Personally, I admit that at the time of the
controversy I was not clear on the matter, and I sympathised with
the F.P.'s. But now, as the law upon the point is pronounced, it
would be folly to deny that the position taken up by the party
now forming the Free Church has. been entirely justified. I
should be very sorry to say anything derogatory regarding the two
respected ministers who led the F. P. movement. I believe they
were sincere. At the same time, it must now be clear to a.Jl.
thinking people that, legally at any rate, it was an unnecessary
movement."

W. M. here expresses the view of the Constitutionalists who now
form the Free Church, that" as the Declaratory Act was a breach
of her constitution, it was not binding upon them-in fact did not
exist." We have already explained the sense in which we hold
that the Declaratory Act was binding upon them, and need not
here repeat. W. M. further maintains that they were entirely
justified in treating it as non-existent. We strongly dissent from
this opinion. Did it not exist, according to his own words, as a
breach of the constitution? Did it not exist as operative through
out the length and breadth of the Church? Did not many
office-bearers take advantage of it during the seven years the
so-called Constitutionalists remained along with the majority
until the Union of 1900? Had this evil state of things no existence
for them? You' might as well maintain that, since sin is an
unlawful thing, you are at liberty to treat it as non-existent
and to co-operate with evil doers in their work, under a dissent,
as to accept the above view. Did not these Constitutionalists
co-operate with the constitution-breakers at ordinations and
inductions, and did not they recognise the Church' with the
broken constitution as the Free Church of Scotland throughout
this period? It was their dissent, and not the Declaratory Act,
that practically" did not exist." The Free Presbyterians, on the
otht<r hand, came out and were separate, according to the divine
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command, and ceased to recognise the Declaratory Act Church as
the Free Church of Scotland. It is the representatives of the
present Free Church who acted as if they thought the majority of
Assembly had power to alter the constitution, and not the Free
Presbyteriam.

The House of Lords, in the property decision of 1904,
undoubtedly acknowledged their dissent as tantamount to decided
opposition to changes that had been introduced, but it was mainly
on the ground of adherence to one point, in some respects, of a
subordinate nature, namely, the Establishment principle, which
had heen patently violated by the union of the majority with the
United Presbyterian Church, that the Free Church minority
obtained the property. Dissent alone was not sufficient to get
them this; they had to protest and separate. At the same time,
they made the most they could, through their counsel, of the
serious nature of the Declaratory Act of 1892, and seemed at
times to careful observers to be speaking more like Free
Presbyterians than ordinary Free Churchmen. We are not sure
with W. M. that even "legally" the Free Presbyterian was" an
unnecessary movement." Some people are· of opinion that if it
were not for the example and influence of the F. P. Church the
present Free Church would not have been in existence at all.

The decision of the House of Lords was undoubtedly a victqry
for the constitution of the Free Church of Scotland as settled in
1843, but we cannot allow that it justified the position of
the present Free Churchmen as· against the Free Presbyterians.
We believe the former were entirely wrong in remaining with the
majority in 1893, and that they are suffering to the present day in
most important ways from the compromising attitude then
assumed. It was not so much because they had an eminently
good case in their own personal history before the House of Lords
that they gained the day, as that the U.F. Church had an
eminently bad one. We believe the F.P.'s would have had a
better case than either, if they had chosen to enter on a legal
contest and had equally fair judges to deal with. It was reported
that the Lord Chancellor said during the discussion of the
present case, "These people ought to be here." The decision
of the House of Lords was very good in its own place; but we
are fully convinced that the Free Presbyterian Church has
received testimonies from a higher Court than the House of Lords
in the consciences and hearts of many of her members, and has
abundant reason for humble gratitude to the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.

We think we have now clearly shown that the view held by the
Free Presbyterian Church of the original constitution of the Free
Church, and of its own constitution which is essentially the same,
is not what W. M. takes it to be. The constitution is not at the
feet of a majority. There are some other points which have
.not been touched upon, but we may take them up in a future
Issue.
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TWELFTH ADDRESS.

BRETHREN and friends, inhabitants of Otaheite, Jesus, the
Man who is God, sat down after His sufferings at the right

hand of the Majesty in the heavens. There He no\y sits; and it is
in consequence of His reigning on high that we, His unworthy
servants, now stand on these shores proclaiming His salvation.
\Ve are very far from our beloved native island; we no longer
~ehold the faces of our friends. But Jesus is equally near us, as
in our own country, for the whole earth is His footstool. And
when you become the friends of Jesus we will embrace you, and
delight in you, as th?ugh you were our fathers and mothers, our
brethren and sisters, our sons and daughter~.

We have told you many wonderful things concerning Jesus the
Great Saviour. And the things which we' have told you are
true: but ;'ve are not able to declare the thousandth part of His.
excellency. And there are other wonderful things, without know-

. ing which you cannot be saved.
We informed you some time ago that there are Three Persons,

each one of whom is Jehovah. They are equally great and
glorious, and equally full of love towards sinful men and women.
We have declared to you what things were done for the salvation
of sinners by the Father, the First, who is Jehovah, and by the Son
Jesus Christ, who is also J ehovah. Now we call you to consider
the Holy Spirit, the Third, who is likewise Jehovah. He comes
forth from the Father and the Son to finish the work, and to make
men happy in the enjoyment of salvation. He dwells within us
in our souls, and He now desires to enter into these precious
souls which are within your bodies. He is able, this very hour,
to make you all inexpressibly glad in the love of J ehovah.

When Jesus sat down on the throne of glory in the heavens,
the Eternal Father spake to Him thus: "Thou art my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased, Sit thou at my right hand, till
I make thine enemies thy footstool. In thee my soul delighteth.
I have seen, I have seen thy pure obedience, and thy direful
sufferings. I will never forget the sweet savour of thy glorious
sacrifice. Once have I sworn by my holiness that thy kingdom
011 earth shall flourish throughout all ages. For thy sake tQe
windows of heaven shall be ever open to pour down blessings,
and its gates to receive the expiring souls of thy people. They
shall be willing in the day of thy power. Thou knowest, as God,
the counsel of love which was between us from eternity, sealed
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with the sweet concurrence of the Almighty Spirit. To thee as
man I deliver this book, which describes the ancient purposes of
our love. Ask of me,to the utmost extent·thereof, and I will send
the Spirit ofpower to draw perishing sinners to thee their Saviour,
and to bless in thee all the families of the earth."

Then Jesus, full of holy joy and compassion, began thus to
intercede with His Eternal Father :-" Thou art Holy, 0 thou
who inhabitest the praises of Israel! Thou wast faithful to me in
the whole awful period of my suffering and sorrow. r felt the
mighty energy of thy Holy Spirit. And now I long for his
descent to my followers, and to my enemies upon earth.
Remember, Holy Father, my trembling, fainting, disciples. Let
them be endued with power from on high. And, according to
the lines of mercy which this book contains, let my blood prevail
for the salvation of my murderers. Father, forgive them, and
send the Spirit to open their eyes, to soften their rugged, bloody,
hearts! "

Immediately, the Third Divine Person, who is Jehovah, and is
present in every place, began to appear in His mighty operations
at Jerusalem, where Jesus was crucified: His disciples, having
continued in earnest prayer for a number of days, were met
together in one place. "Suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as' of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting. And there appeared to them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began tq speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." The power of
Jehovah the Holy Spirit, which created the universe, works unseen,
in a manner which no man or angel can fully explain; but it is
known, and manifestly perceived, by its great effects. This
glorious power was then strongly felt in the souls of the disciples
of Jesus. They found the strength of their Creator coming near
them, and like a rushing mighty wind, overturning their former
ignorance, unbelief, and carnality, and bearing them forward, with
an irresistible force, in the faith of Jesus, and in the resolute
purpose of declaring His glory amidst His enemies. At the same
time, a sweet fire of love was kindled in their breasts towards God
and man, which melted down their whole hearts within them.
They who a little before were dejected with grief, fearful, and
faint-hearted, were now in a moment filled with triumphant glad
ness, and willing to encounter dangers and sufferings of the most
terrifying kind, from love to Jesus and to the souls of men. They
were also furnished, in an instant, with the power of speaking
plainly and distinctly, languages of which till that hour they were
entirely ignorant. .

Nor did they speak in vain. Some thousands of the murderers
of Jesus were gathered round them. These wicked people at first
derided the disciples of Jesus. But one of the disciples, being
full of the light and fire of Jehovah the Holy Spirit, lifted up his
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voice and addressed them. And while he was speaking, Jehovah"
the Holy Spirit began secretly to move upon the souls of these
wicked men, who till then had been full" of the hatred of Jesus,
and who had cried out, Crucify Him, crucify Him.. They were
not able to resist that ·light which now entered their minds, any
more than a man can stop the sun whell rising in the morning.
And now they began to see the Divine excellency of Jesus, whom
they had murdered; and the thoughts lC)f their having hated so
glorious a Person, and having shed His blood, filled them with
horror. The terror of the just indignation' of J ehovah took hold
of them, and they felt themselves ready to sink into everlasting
flames as the vilest of wretches. But behold, ye people of
Otaheite, the love of Jesus to His murderers! . Behold the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit, who is Jehovah! In a little while, these
men were enlightened to see the glory of.the obedience and blood
of Jesus as sufficient·to take away their 'dreadful guilt, and to'
make them, vile as they were, acceptable to Jehovah. They saw
Jesus, whom they had murdered, lookipg down sweetly upon
them, stretching out those hands which they had nailed to the
cross, and saying to. them, "Come to me, I am willing to save
you." They came to Him in their minds, and immediately their
terrors were removed; they became the friends of Jesus, and were
made joyful with His love. Such was the mighty working of
Jehovah the Holy Spirit within the souls of these wicked men.

Observe attentively, dear brethren and sisters, the things which
we now declare to you. All men are, in the sight of God, wicked.
Those who seem less wicked than others are not truly good;
secret desires of evil things lodge within them. Therefore a great
change must take place in every soul that. is saved, by the
operation of the Holy Spirit, the Third Person, who is J ehovah.
'Vhen the murderers of Jesus were made to love Him and became
His friends, the change was manifest, the operation of infinite
power was astonishing. But there is in everyone who becomes
truly good the same great change, though often in a more secret
and less conspicuous manner. It is a new creation; it is a second
birth. You cannot be saved, ye people of Otaheite, you cannot
meet with J ehovah in this world, you cannot go into His glorious
heaven when you die, unless you are thus new-created, unless you
pass through this inward new birth of the immortal soul. Jesus,
the Man who is J ehovah, hath declared this: "Verily, verily,
except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

We, who now stand before you, are living witnesses of this great
inward work of Jehovah the Holy Spirit. Once we were wicked
like others: we were darkness, we knew not J ehovah, though we
had often heard men talk of Him in our own country: yea, we
must with shame acknowledge before you, we were the enemies of
Jehovah; we despised and hated Him who created us. We were
more wicked than any of you are: for though Jehovah instructed
us from our infancy and invited us to be saved, we would not
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regard Him. But, when we were not at all desiring it, Jehovah
came upon us, and took hold of us by. His mighty power. Then
we were brought forth as into a new world; and we will tell the
manner in which the great change was accomplished, though even
the angels of heaven cannot fully explain it.

Having tried for a while to make ourselves happy by worldly
and wicked pleasures, and having vainly imagined that we were
able to make ourselves good, at length we became very uneasy and
restless, so that nothing could please or comfort us. Thoughts of
our immortal souls within us, of J ehovah whom we had despised,
of death which we knew is coming upon us, and of eternity, vast
awful eternity, of heaven and hell; thoughts of all these objects
came often into our minds, and followed us night and day. Now
we were much alone, and often mourned and wept in secret
places, and began to fear that we must be lost for ever. We tried
to make ourselves good, but we could not. The wickedness in
which formerly we had delighted, now rose to our view in its
horrible blackness: we felt wickedness still working in our nature,
we could not come near to Jehovah, and the dread of His ever
lasting wrath took hold of us. But we heard of Jesus the Saviour,
who suffered the punishment due to the wickedness of sinners;
;md we continued to cry to J ehovah, night and day, that He'
would have mercy on us, and receive us'to His favour, and shew
us His love for the sake of His beloved Son. At length the
glorious day came, when J ehovah looked down upon us from His
throne in the heavens. A light, far sweeter and brighter than
that of the morning sun when he gently gilds your mountains,
shone within us. We saw J ehovah embracing us through the
blood of Jesus, we rejoiced in Him as our Father, we gave
ourselves up willingly to love, serve, and glorify Him. " He
brought us up out of an horrible pit, and out of the miry clay, and
set our feet upon a rock, and established our goings. And he put
a new song in our mouth, even praise to our God."

We have told you, beloved brethren and sisters, of the great
work of Jehovah the Holy Spirit which we felt in our souls. Thus
wc were born again-thus we entered into the family of J ehovah,
the God of love. And we say to you, "You must be born again."
You are not so wicked as we once were, You are not so wicked
as the murderers of Jesus were. But you are sinful creatures.
You cannot understand the words of J ehovah, you cannot see
Him with your minds, you cannot joyfully love Him, you cannot
enter His heaven when you die, unless you pass through this
second birth. And why should you not desire thus to be born
again, and created anew by the Spirit of J ehovah ? Why should
you not long to see this marvellous light in your minds, and to
feel this Divine sweetness and purity within you? There is pain,
anxiety, and struggling in this second birth. But soon the pain
will be over. Oh that you knew the glorious power and sweetness
of this inward creation! Cry for it to heaven. Let each one of



you say, "Come, thou Holy Spirit of Jehovah, I;>reathe on this
dead, corrupted soul within me. Create in me a clean heaH,
renew in me a right spirit. Bring me now, even now, into the
kingdom of Jesus, and shew me the glorious love of J ehovah."
We will be ready to die for gladness as soon as we behold any of
you made new creatures by the Almighty Spirit. We will embrace
you as our brethren and sisters in Christ J esps. Yea, all heaven
will rejoice: the very trees will sing out at the presence of
J ehovah: this ocean will smile as it hath not done for thousands
of years: these floods will clap their hands, and these hills will be
joyful together!
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THIRTEENTH ADDRESS.

"HEAR, all ye people; hearken, 0 earth, and all that is therein:
and let the Lord God be witness against you, the Lord from
his holy temple! For behold Jehovah cometh forth out of
his place, and will come down, and tread upon the high places of
the earth! And the mountains shall be molten under him, and
the vallies shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters
that are poured down a steep place! "

Beloved friends, you are the children of our affection and care,
of whom we travail in birth until Christ be formed in you. We
have declared to you the name of Jesus CI1rist the Son of God,
His sufferings and glory, and the sweetness of that great salvation
which Jehovah the Holy Spirit brings into the miserable soul.
While we have been speaking in your ears, the eyes of the holy
angels of God, and the eyes of J ehovah Himself, have been upon
you. We behold your outward appearance, but He looks within
upon your hearts. If any of you should harden his heart, and
despise the words of J ehovah, He will immediately see it. And we
are afraid lest you should only wonder for a little, and then turn
away from the pleasant paths of the true and living God. But you
say to us, what then shall we do)

We have told you of the second birth, the new creation of the
soul by the mighty power of J ehovah the Holy Spirit. We know
you cannot give yourselves this second birth; and till it takes
place, you can never feel the sweetness of the name of Jesus.
Therefore, we advise you to long and to seek after it, that you may
see in your minds the great light of Jehovah, and may feel the
operation of that power which created you in the beginning.

Brethren and sisters, you are not like the beasts of the field:
you stand upright, looking to the heavens, and there is an immortal
spirit within you. Therefore you can consider the words and
wonders of J ehovah. And it is while men are hearing His word, .
and thinking of it, and endeavouring to follow it, and yet find they
cannot understand or obey it, because of darkness and wickedness
within; it is then that Jehovah the Holy Spirit comes, causing them
to pass through the second birth. W~ will therefore shew you the
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way wherein you are to seek J ehovah, and the power of His
sovereign grace. "Come, ye fathers and children, hearken unto
us, and we will teach you the fear of J ehovah." The great change
in the heart of man is affected by the almighty power of Jehovah
the Holy Spirit. But that same Holy Spirit hath prepared an
instrument whereby He operates on the soul. This instrument is
the word of God. We have therefore brought with us the book
of Jehovah, which contains all His words. If you desire to be
created anew, you must give the most sacred attention to this
great book. 'Ve wish you were able to read it, we will endeavour to
teach you to read it for yourselves; and in the meanwhile, we will
frequently read it, and declare it to you.

We have told YOll many wonderful and glorious things. And
while we were speaking, you have wondered how we have obtained
the knowledge of such things. It was from the book of J ehovah
that we learned them; therefore we are sure the things we told
you are truth, for it is impossible for God to lie. You say to us,
how did this great book come? how was it written? It was a
long time in preparing, even many hundreds of years. There were
a great many holy men, who lived in different places, and at far
distant times from each other. J ehovah the Holy Spirit came
upon these holy men, filled them with wonderful light that they
could not err, and caused them to write every word of this book.
The first of these holy men was Moses, who was in the mount
with God, as we formerly told you. He wrote the first part of
the book of Jehovah. After him there were many prophets, some
of them very wise and powerful kings, who were moved by Jehovah
the Holy Spirit to write other parts of the Divine book. At last
when Jesus, the Man who is J ehovah, had come into the world,
and ascended into heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit, and caused
His friends and apostles to finish this great writing. Behold, ye
people of Otaheite, a book all Divine, all wisdom, all purity and
love!

But still you say, how do you know that this book is indeed
the writing of J ehovah ? We answer, the men who wrote this
book were well known to be very holy, wise, and humble men.
They declared that the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon
them, causing them to write this book. :Many of them did, at the
same time, perform such wonderful works, as manifestly shewed
that Jehovah Himself was with them. They foretold things many
hundreds of years before they happened, when no human sagacity
could possibly foresee them. And this book was sealed with the
blood of some of those who wrote it. You ask us, how we know
that this book is J ehovah's book? We ask you, how do you know
that the sun now shines in the heavens? How do you know that
the fruit of these trees is pleasant, and wholesome, and suited to
strengthen and to nourish you? You wonder that we should ask
such questions, because the matter is so plain. It is equally plain
to us that this writing is Divine: we look into it, we see God
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shining throughout every part of it j we feed upon these words
daily, they strengthen and cheer our souls. .

It is only, however, by passing through the second birth, that
men fully know and perceive the Divine glories of this book.
Then we wander up and down in it with great delight, as in a
pleasant garden. But even before you pass through that second
birth, your spirits within you may in some degree understand, if
you attentively consider it, that this book is Divine. Hearken to
the words of this book. You will perceive the voice of God in
them; you will find them as different from other words, as the
thunder of the heavens is different from the voice of a man. And
while you are attentively considering the words of this book,
J ehovah the Holy Spirit will come upon you, causing you to pass
through the second birth. Then it will not be necessary that we
should say to you, this is the book of God: you will feel its
Divine ligbt and sweetness in your hearts.

Beloved brethren and sisters, come forth into the light of
J ehovah, come into His delightful garden. Do you not long to
feel this second birth, and to become the children of the Most
High? You remember the things which we have declared to
you concerning the laws of J ehovah, concerning the wickedness
of man, and concerning Jesus the glorious Savionr. These things
you must very often think of, while you walk among the trees and
sit under their shadow. And you must never give over crying to
J ehovah, till He show you these things in your minds, and till by
His power your souls within you are enlightened, melted down,
and created anew.

Through many difficulties and dangers we have come from afar,
dear friends, to prevent your falling into the gulf of eternal
darkness and fire, and that, escaping from the wicked spirits, you
may shine and rejoice in heaven for ever and ever. This is our
design; but we shall not be able to accomplish it, unless you seek
after this second birth of the soul. And we are greatly afraid lest
you should turn aside from its first beginnings. If you desire to
be saved, you must be willing to lay aside all proud thoughts of
your present goodness and happiness. If you refuse to be
awakened, and to feel your wickedness and misery, Jesus the great
Saviour will keep at a distance from you. The wicked spirits
will say to you, you are already good, and righteous, and happy.
But believe them not, believe the book of J ehovah who cannot
lie, and who is infinitely kind and gracious. Submit to the
uneasiness of seeing yourselves lost creatures, and worthy of the
wrath of J ehovah. Soon He will show you His love, and lift you
up to heaven by His sweet consolations. When this is done, you
will seek after all the ways of J ehovah: He will put His laws into
your hearts, and we wili joyfully lead you in the paths of wisd0m,
which are all pleasantness and peace. In the meanwhile, even
before you are created again, you must try to accustom yourselves
to the ways and commandme'nts of Jehovah. We know not when
and in what service you may meet with Him.
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He commands us often to go into retired places, there 1:0
speak to Him in prayer. He commands us to sing to Him songs
of praise and thankfulness. He encourages us to converse with
one another concerning Him, and His words and ways. He
requires us to assemble together to worship Him in public, and to
declare His word. He has appointed the first day of each seven
to be devoted entirely to His servi.ce. Then we forget this world,
and rise in our souls to the enjoyments and pleasures of eternity.
In obeying these commandments we find great advantage and
inward joy, so that we are never weary of them. In the book of
J ehovah one of the ancient kings, who was inspired by the Spirit
of J ehovah, speaks in this manner of the delight which he found
in worshipping and serving our God: "How amiable are thy
tabernacles, 0 J ehovah, God of the armies of heaven! My soul
longeth, yea even f~inteth for the courts of J ehovah: my heart and
my flesh crieth out for the living God; to see thy power and thy
glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. Because thy
loving kindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. I
will bless thee while I live. My soul shall be satisfied as with
marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful
lips. For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand: I had
rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in
the tents of wickedness." These are the words of that holy king.
We have often felt that these words are true: and you, ye people
of Otaheite, when you have passed through the second birth, shall
feel that there is life and sweetness in the service of J ehovah, very
different from the dead, gloomy, bloody, and impure service of
false gods.

We wish you to join with us in praying, and singing to Jehovah,
and in considering His word; for He can come upon you in a
moment, while you are endeavouring to worship Him, and cause
you to be born of His Spirit. But there are two peculiarly solemn
institutions of J ehovah, to which you cannot be admitted, until
you are already created anew in Christ Jesus. The first of these
is called Baptism. It is a solemn washing with "ater in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. While water is
applied to the body, the Holy Spirit within fills the person with
joy, in knowing that all his sins are washed away by the blood of
Jesus, and that, having been born again, he is now devoted to the
service of J ehovah. This is done only once. The other solemn
institution, called the Lord's Supper, is often repeated. We
receive a little bread and wine, remembering that the body of
Jesus was broken and wounded, and His blood poured out upon
the cross for our sins. Then the Holy Spirit comes mightily into
our souls, shewing us the dying love of Jesus, which strengthens
and cheers our immortal spirits, as bread and wine give strength
and comfort to our bodies.

But we are afraid, dear brethren and sisters, lest you should be
offended at the first beginnings of the new and heavenly birth.
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We are afraid lest you should imagine yourselves to be already
good enough and happy enough; and lest, when you begin to feel
uneasiness for your sins and the wrath of J ehovah, you should
become angry and turn away from us, and not wait for the power
and love of Jesus the Saviour. Still, however, we will not be
discouraged, for our God hath loved many poor sinners before He
created the world, and those whom He hath so loved He will visit
with His power. We' hope He hath loved some of you, perhaps
many, perhaps all of you, who are now present, before the
creation of the world. And if He hath loved you, though you
should be at first exceedingly unwilling, and even full of anger
against His word, yet He will take hold of you, and His power will
overcome your hearts. Then you will be astonished, you will
cast yourselves down at the feet of Jesus, you will embrace Him as
your Saviour and your King, and you will wonder every day that
J ehovah should now love you in such a manner, and that He
should have so loved 'you before you were born, before the
creation of the world.

(To be C~ntinued.)

$cottiab 1beroineB of tbejfaitb.
By THE REV. D. BEATON, \VICK.

(Continued/I'om page 415.)

MARION HARVEY.*

I N the account already given of Isabel Alison reference has
been made to Marion Harvey, who suffered with her on the

scaffold for the same cause. Both belonged to the followers of
Richard Cameron, and to understand some of the references in
regard to ecclesiastical matters, the reader is referred to the sketch
given of Isabel Alison. Their stern Covenanting leader was, after
a short service in the Lord's vineyard, slain at Airsmoss. To quote
the words of Tames Hyslop:-

" Though in mist and in darkness and fire they were shrouded,
Yet the souls of the righteous stood calm and unclouded ;
Their dark eyes flashed lightning, as, proud and unbending,
They stood like the rock the thunder was rending.
The muskets were flashing, the blue swords were gleaming,
The helmets were cleft, and th~ red blood was streaming;
The heavens grew dark, and the thunder was rolling,
When in Wellwood's dark moorlands the mighty were falling.
When the righteous had fallen, and the combat had ended,
A chariot of fire through the dark cloud descended;
The drivers were angels, on horses of whiteness,
And its burning wheels turned upon axles of brightness.

* This sketch, now som':what altered, appeared in the Protestallt Woman.
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A seraph unfolded its doors, bright and shining,
All dazzling like gold of the seventh refining,
And the souls that came forth out of great tribulatiOl'
Have mounted the chariot and steeds of salvation."

Marion Harvey was a humble servant girl who was enabled, by
the grace given her, to bear witness, even to death, for the truths
of the Gospel. She was in her fourteenth year when she was
turned in good earnest to think about the matters that concerned
her soul's salvatiun. Prior to this, according to her own testi
mony, she was a "blasphemer and Sabbath breaker." But,
happening to attend the c'onventicles, where she heard the
persecuted ministers preach, she was brought to a saving know
ledge of Christ. Among the ministers she heard at these field
preachings were the famous John Welsh, Donald Cargill, and
Richard Cameron. When she was on trial prior to her condem
nation, and in her dying testimony, she bore witness to the benefit
she had received from the preaching of Cargill and Cameron. "I
bless the Lord," she says, "that ever I heard Mr. Cargill, that
faithful servant of Jesus Christ. I bless the Lord that ever I heard
Mr. Richard Cameron; my soul has been refreshed with the hear
ing of him, particularly at a Communion in Carrick, on these
words in Psalm lxxxv. 8, 'The Lord will speak peace unto his
people and' to his saints, but l!~t them not turn again to folly.'''

Belonging, as she did, to the strictest section of the Covenanters
-the section peculiarly hated by those in power-it need scarcely
be said that in attending the conventicles she was taking her life
into her hands. On her way to one of these meetings she was
apprehended by Sergeant vVarrock and a party of soldiers. She
was taken to Edinburgh and there imprisoned. Her betrayer was
James Henderson, of North Queensferry, who, according to her
own description, was" the Judas that sold Archibald Stewart and
Mr. Skene to the bloody soldiers for so much money." Both of
these men had been martyred. At the time of her apprehension
she was only twenty years of age. She was summoned before the
Lords of the Privy Council, who had no charge against her except
that she attended the conventicles. Evidently they had made up
their minds to mete out to her condign punishment, but ere doing
so they showed their determination to get her as deeply involved
in what the Government then reckoned crime as they possibly
could. So after a series of questions they drew from her an
expression of her approval of Cargill's Covenant, the Sanquhar
Declaration, the Torwood Excommunication, and the killing of
Archbishop Sharp, in so far as the Lord raised up witnesses for
that purpose. During her trial one of the Privy Councillors said
that" a rock, a cod, and bobbins would set her better than these
debates." Dalziel, one of the most cruel of the persecutors,
threatened her with the boot-an instrument of diabolical cruelty.
This instrument, made of iron, was shaped like a boot, into which
the foot of the victim was placed, and then wedges were driven in
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by a hammer until the victim made confession or was completely
overcome by the excruciating pain. It may be interesting to give
a brief account of some of the questions put to her by the Privy
Councillors, and the answers the young girl of twenty years gave
to her interrogators.

Privy Councillor: "The Covenant does not bind you to deny
the King's authority."

Marion Harvey: "So long as the King held the truths of God
which he swore, we were obliged to own him; but when he broke
his oath, and .robbed Christ of His kingly rights, which do not
belong to him, we were bound to disown him and you also."

" Do you know what you say?"
"Yes."
" Were you ever mad?"
"I have all the wit God ever gave me. Do you see any mad

act in me?"
"Where was you born?"

. "In Borrowstounness [Bo'nessJ."
"What was your occupation there?"
" I served."
"Did you serve the woman that gave Mr. Donald Cargill

quarters? "
"That is a question which I will not answer."
This was a peculiarly artful question, and the refusal to answer

it shows the foresight and shrewdness of Marion Harvey in
detecting the bearing of the question. An answer in the affirma
tive would have seriously involved her mistress.

The examination continued :-
"Who grounded you in these principles?" asked a Privy

Councillor.
"Christ, by His Word," was the quick response.
" Did not ministers ground you in these?"
"When the ministers preached the Word the Spirit of God

backed and confirmed it to me."
" Did you ever see Mr. John Welsh?"
"Yes; my soul hath been refreshed by hearing him."
" Have you ever heard Mr. Archibald Riddell ?"
"Yes; and I bless the Lord that ever I heard him."
" Did they ever preach to take up arms against the King?"
" I have heard them preach to defend the Gospel, which we are

all sworn to do."
Then she was asked if she approved of the killing of Archbishop

Sharp. "In so far," she said, "as the Lord raised up instruments
to execute His just judgments upon him, I have nothing to say
against it; for he was a perjured wretch, and a betrayer of the'
Kirk of Scotland."

These answers all tea surely showed to her judges that the
inevitable end was the scaffold, so they made an appeal to her
"Will you cast away yourself so?" "I love my life as well as any
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of 'you do," she replied, "but will not redeem it upon sinful terms,
for Christ says, 'He that seeks to save his life shall lose it.'"

The Clerk of the Justiciary Court thus sums up her confession:
"EDINBURGH, 6th December, ~680.-In presence of the lord's
justice clerk and commissioners of justiciary, sitting in judgment,
compeared Marion Harvey, prisoner, and being examined, adheres
to the fourth article of the Fanatics' New Covenant, the same
being read to her, and disowns the King and his authority, and
the authority of the lords of justiciary, and adheres and abides at
the treasonable Declaration emitted at Sanquhar, and approves of
the same, and says it was lawful to kill the Archbishop of St.
Andrews, when the Lord raised up instruments for that effect, and
that he was as miserable and perjured a wretch as ever betrayed
the Kirk of Scotland: declares that ministers brought them up to
these principles, and now they have left them, and that she has
heard Mr. John Welsh and Mr. Riddell preach up these principles
she now owns, and blesses God she ever heard them preach so,
for her soul has been refreshed by them j she approves of Mr.
Cargill's excommunicating the King j declares she can write, but
refuses to sign the same." This document is signed by " Maitland,
David Balfour, Ja. Falconer, Roger Hog."

For. the confessions made in the foregoing, Marion Harvey was
to die. At her trial on the 17th January, 1681, her indictment
was read, in which she was charged with the crimes enumerated
in the above document. She was asked if she pleaded guilty to

. these charges. She replied in the affirmative. When the jury
appointed to try her appeared, she said, "Now, beware what you
are doing, for they have nothiI1gto say against me, but only for
owning Jesus Christ and His persecuted truths; for you will get
my blood upon your heads." The jury returned a verdict of
guilty. The lords delayed pronouncing the sentence upon her
until Friday, 21st January. On this being told to her, she said,
"I charge you before the tribunal of God, as ye shall answer
there! For ye have nothing to say against me but for my owning
the persecuted Gospel." On the 2I st her sentence was read to
her. She was to be "taken to the Grass-market of Edinburgh
upon Wednesday next, the 26th instant, betwixt two and four
o'clock in the afternoon, and there to be hanged on a gibbet till
she be dead, and all her lands, heritages, goods, and gear what
somever, to be escheat, and in-brought to our sovereign lord's use,
which was pronounced for doom." She suffered along with Isabel
Alison, of whom an account has already been given. Five women
of bad fame were also put to death at the same time for the
murder of their illegitimate children.

In her dying testimony, dated from the Tolbooth of Edinburgh,
21st January, 168 I, she says :-" Christian friends and acquaint
ances,-I being to lay down my life on Wednesday next, 26th
January, I thought fit to let it be known to the world wherefore I
lay down my life, and to let it be seen that I die not as a fool, or
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I:
It

an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. No; It IS

for adhering to the truths of Jesus Christ, and avowing Him to be
King in Zion and Head of His Church; and the testimony against
ungodly laws of men, and their robbing Christ of His rights and
usurping His prerogative royal, which I durst not but testify
against."

In the same document she writes :-" I desire to bless and
magnify the Lord for my lot, anci may say He hath brought me
to the wilderness to allure me there and speak comfortably to
my soul. It was but little of Him I knew when I came to
prison; but now He has said to me because He lives I shall live
also. And He has told me, I am He that blotteth out thine
iniquity for my own name's sake. Kind has He been to me
since He brought me out to witness for Him. I have never
sought anything from Him that was for His glory, since I came
to prison, but He granted my desire. For the most part I have
found Him, in everything that hath come in my way, ordering it
Himself for His own glory. And now I bless Him that thoughts
of death are not terrible to me. He hath made me as willing to
lay down my life for Him as ever I was willing to live in the
world. Now, farewell, lovely and sweet Scriptures, which
were aye my comfort in the midst of all my difficulties! farewell,
faith! farewell, hope! farewell, wanderers [the persecuted minis
ters], who have been comfortable to my soul in the hearing of
them commend Christ's love! Farewell, brethren! farewell,
sisters! farewell, Christian acquaintances! farewell, sun, moon,
and stars! And BOW, welcome, my lovely and heartsome Christ
Jesus, into whose hands I commit my spirit throughout all eternity.
I may say few and evil have the days of the years of my pilgrimage
been, I being about twenty years of age."

THE DUCHESS OF ROTHES.*

I T is one of the remarkable features of. the persecuting times in
Scotland that there were many connected with families of

high birth who were willing to risk all their wealth for the sake of
the truths of the Gospel. Among these was the Duchess of
Rothes, the wife of the licentious and profligate persecutor of the
Covenanters. It is but bare justice to the Duke of Rothes to
acknowledge that, by nature, he was not cruel, and there are
stories told how he warned the Duchess when there were any of
the emissaries of the Government at hand in search of Covenan
ters; but at the same time it is likewise to be admitted that the
Duke, as the powerful represeptative of a persecuting Government, .
had much to answer for. She was called upon, in the position

* This sketch, now somewhat altered, appeared in the Protestant WOnlmz.
35
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she occupied, to exercise uncommon wisdom and prudence.
Her husband was not only a persecutor but was also unprincipled
and profligate. His licentiousness was the common talk of the
country, and his intemperance in the use of strong drink ultimately
hurried him to an unhonoured grave. It is said that his constitu
tion was so strong that he could out-drink two or three sets of
drunkards in succession, and, after the greatest excesses, an hour
or two of sleep so completely recruited him that he could go about
business wi.thout any apparent disorder either in body or mind.

The Duchess of Rothes, who had the misfortune to be united
in marriage to this wretch, was the eldest daughter of the Earl of
Crawford. Her maternal grandmother was Duchess of Hamilton,
and her grandmother on her father's side was Lady Boyd-both
of whom showed warm attachment to the Covenanting cause in
Scotland. Her father, who was Lord High Treasurer, on refusing
to take the Declaration abjuring the National Covenants as
unlawful oaths, was deprived of his office, notwithstanding the
respect entertained for him by Charles n. On being asked by
the king to take this Declaration, he courageously replied, "As I
have suffered much for your majesty- even nine years' imprison
ment, forfeiture, and the ruin of my fortune-so Lam resolved to
continue your majesty's loyal and faithful subject, and to serve
you in whatever I can with a good conscience; but as for
renouncing the Covenant and taking the Declaration, that I
cannot do with a s.afe and good conscience." His wife, the
mother of the Duchess, is referred to by Row as "the Earl of
Crawford's most religious lady, who was most deservedly praised
of all that knew her." After her husband's resignation, he tells
us that "when all about her, and all Crawford's friends in
Scotland, were lamenting the loss of his place, she heartily
rejoiced and blessed God that he had kept a good conscience
and himself free of perjury and Covenant-breaking, etc., trusting
in God that He would provide for him and his." Robert Blair,
on his death-bed, bore this remarkable testimony concerning this
good lady: "My Lady Crawford, set her alone, set her alone
among women."

"Lady Anne,". says .Anderson in his Ladies of the Covenant,
"thus descended from godly parents, enjoyed the inestimable
benefit of a religious education; and her parents had the satis
faction of witnessing the fruits of their instructions and example
in the eminence of her piety, which she exemplified throughout
life by a conversation becoming the Gospel. The fervour of her
devotion, the benevolence of her disposition, the humility of her
demeanour, and the sanctity of her deportment, are all honourably
mentioned by her contemporaries. Law describes her as· a
'discreet, wise, virtuous, and good ·lady.' And others who knew
her speak in the highest terms of her Christian excellence. In
her youth, which was contemporaneous with the best days of the
Covenant, she was strictly educated in the Presbyterian faith, to
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which she continued to adhere in its every variety of fortune-in
its adversity as well as in its prosperity."

It was natural that one with such forbears, and brought up in
such a home, should have strong attachment to the truths for
which the Covenanters contended. But the godly example at
home-priceless privilege though it be to the offspring who enjoy
it-is in itself unavailing to work that change of heart that gives
steadfastness of purpose when the call comes to make sacrifices
for religion. This change had evidently taken place in Lady
Anne, and her after life showed that with her, as with many others
of those days, the principles and truths for which they were willing
to sell all that they bad, were matters to them of life and d.eath.
When the Restoration was ushered in, her husband became a
member of the persecuting Government of Charles n. One can
well understand how difficult her position must have been. Her
sympathies were with the Covenanters, yet owing to that position
she was called upon to mix in the society of their bitter per
secutors. She used her influence, however, on the behalf of the
Covenanters, and was instrumental, through her advocacy, in
retaining some of the faithful ministers in their charges after they
had been marked out for ejectment. Sbe also showed her interest
in them by her unbounded hospitality. The Duke was not
unaware of these attentions paid to those who were, in the eyes
of the Government of which he was a member, scarcely worthy to
live, and it is said that, when in a humorous mood, he used to
remark to the Duchess, "My Lady, I would advise you to keep
your chickens in about, else I may 'pick up some of them." Mr.
Anderson, in his Ladies of tile Covenant, quoting from Miss
Strickland's Lives 0/ the Queens of England, gives the following
interesting extract: "The Duke never sent out his
officers to apprehend any of these persons without previously
endeavouring to provide for their escape by giving a significant
hint to his compassionate Duchess in these words, 'My hawks
will be out to-night, my Lady, so you had bettertake care of your
blackbirds! ,,, The local traditions of Leslie add "that the signal
by which her Grace warned her spiritual proteges of their danger
was a white sheet suspended from one of the trees on the brow of
the hill behind the house, which could be seen from a considerable
distance. Other telegraphic signs the good lady had to intimate
the absence of her spouse, when they might safely come forth and
preach to their hillside congregation." The Duchess was in the
habit of attending the field preachings, notwithstanding the heavy
penalties attached, but whether from her relation to the Duke of
Rothes, or from some other cause, she was never prosecuted. It
wa.s probably for her sake that the Duke-evidently a humane
man oy nature, though driven to deeds of violence and cruelty by
his political principles-took such a lenient view of the con
venticles held in Fifeshire.

There is an interesting anecdote told of an interview Archbishop
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Sharp had with the Duke while sitting at dinner, in which Sharp
told the Duke that two of his tenants were keepers of conventicles.
Rothes promised the Archbishop that" he should take an effectual
course with them, and see them both stringed." The Duchess
was present, and was fil1ed with consternation at the doom pro
nounced upon the men, for whom she had the deepest respect.
The two men came down to the Castle in obedience to the
summons sent them by the Duke, and as he accompanied Sharp
to his coach, he gave him the assurance that he would handle the
delinquents' severely. Whether he dissembled to Sharp, of whom
he stood in awe because of the extraordinary influence he had at
Court, or whether his better feelings gained the ascendancy, we
cannot say, but what looked like a tragedy ended very pleasantly.
On the men appearing before him he asked "about the prices of
the markets, what grain it was best for him to sow in such and
such parts of his lands about Leslie, and such-like questions, after
which he dismissed them without any mark of displeasure or
asking them a single question in reference to the subject as to
which he had professedly brought them to his house." The
Duchess meantime was patiently waiting in another room, and
expecting nothing but the worst. Wodrow shall tel1 how the
matter ended. "The Duchess," he says, "returned from the
dinner in deep concern for the men, and gave orders to a servant
to bring them in to her, when the Duke parted with them, by a
back gal1ery. Accordingly they came. The Duchess was al1 in
tears, and, almost trembling, asked what had passed. They told
her, 'Nothing but kindness.' Whether this was to be attributed
to the Duchess's prayers in their behalf, or to the Duke's natural
temper, who was not inclined to violence, I am not to determine,
but the fact is certain."

The death-bed scene, when the dying Duke, confronted with
the misdeeds of his past life, cal1ed for some of the ministers he
had been persecuting, is one of the most striking incidents in
Scottish history. Death made matters to appear in a different
light, and, heavily oppressed with the terrors of an accusing
conscience, he asked that the Duchess would bring some of the
Covenanter ministers to see him. In obedience to his request,
George J ohnston and John Carstares came. Mr. Carstares
prayed, and so affecting were his petitions for the dying man
that they brought tears to the eyes of those present. But
evidently they had no effect on the Duke; his eye was fixed on
the dread judgment seat, and away from that it could not be
moved. They told of God's boundless mercy in Christ, that even
for the chief of sinners there was mercy, but no peace came.
Scripture was being fulfilled, and for the man who made light of
the precious privileges of heaven there was nothing but a fearful
looking forward for the fiery indignation that was to be revealed.
Then turning to Carstares, he said, "We all thought little of what
~hat man Cargill did in excommunicating us, but I find that
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sentence binding upon me now, and it will bind to eternity."
The Duke of Hamilton, who was present, and was evidently
impressed by the strange transactions taking place around that
death~bed, so hopeless in its outlook, gave utterance to his feelings
in the words, "When in health we hunt and persecute these men,
but when dying we call for them: this is melancholy work."

Contrast this scene, with its darkness and despair, its utter
hopelessness and dread forebodings, and that which Edinburgh
witnessed after the Duke's death. Here is Anderson's description
of it: "His funeral obsequies were performed with unusual pomp.
His body was first privately brought up from Holyrood house to
the High Church of St. Giles, accompanied with a train of coaches;
thence it was conducted, with ,the greatest magnificence, to the
Royal Chapel of Holyrood house by a numerous procession, the
order of which is given by Arnot in his History of Edinburgh.
From the Chapel of Holyrood house it was next conveyed, with
the same funeral pomp, to Leith, thence it was transported to
Burntisland; and the day after it was met by the gentlemen of the
county of Fife (of which he was High Sheriff), by whom it was
accompanied to the family burying~place at Leslie. The body
was laid in the grave with sound of open trumpets, and the
honours placed above the grave."

It is interesting to notice that the Duchess's eldest daughter, the
Countess of Rothes, and her son, the seventh Duke of Rothes,
were noted for their piety, illustrating the truth that the promise is
to children's children. Wodrow, in his Analecta, has the following
reference to the Countess :-" I am told that the late Duc;hess or
Countess of Rothes was one of the most extraordinary persons for
religion, and good sense, and eminent acts of charity that was in
the last age; that her life, could it be recovered, would make a
beamtiful figure in our biography. I have little hope of recovering
it. In the late dear years, 1697 and 1698, she was remarkable for
her charity. She distributed many bolls of meal among the poor
every week, and it was calculated that she dealt out most of the
yearly rent of the estate that way, She had a day in the week
Friday, I think~when sick and indisposed persons came to her,
and she spoke with them, and gave them medicines gratis; and
some cheats, pretending to be objects of charity, she discovered,
and severely punished them. She was most intimate with John
Archer, Alexander's father, and many eminent Christians in that
neighourhood. She was eminent in prayer and wrestling, and had
many singular answers of prayer. It's a pity so little about her
can now be recovered."

The good Duchess of Rothes ended her days honourably, for
more to her was the crown of life than the coronet that adorned
her brow in the high position she occupied on earth. Her
mother, her daughter, and grandson, along with herself, gave
evidence of being heirs of the hope of eternal life.

(To be Continued.)
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30bn 1bowte of 'J!ocbgotn, Hutbor of tbe
H Scots 'UUlortbtea."

I N the January number of the Princeton Theological Review
Dr. Hay Fleming has an admirable paper.on John Howie,

which is characterised by the well-known qualities of Dr. Fleming's
historical work. In this article we purpose to give a brief outline
of the life-history of the author of the Scots Worthies, and make
some references to his famous work.

It appears that the Howies have been tenants of Lochgoin for
centuries. There is documentary evidence that there was a Howie
in Lochgoin as far back as 1614. Their tenancy, according to
tradition, goes even further back. The chief source of information
concerning John Howie is a little volume published in 1796,
entitled "Memoirs of the Life of John Howie, who lived in
Lochgoin, parish of Fenwi<;k, and died 5th January, 1793. Con
taining a series of religious exercises, soul soliloquies, meditation:"
and an account of the Lord's goodness to him in general. Psalm
lxvi. 16, 'Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare
what he hath done for my soul.' To which is subjoined a short,
later will, or dying testimony, 'of J ames Howie, who lived in
Lochgoin, and died soon after the Revolution. Glasgow: Printed
for James Howie, Lochgoin. 1796."

This interesting volume, which is largely taken up with the
spiritual struggles and triumphs of the author of the Scots
Worthies, has also a " Preface to the Reader," signed" Publishers,"
consisting of nine pages. At the end of the volume" A short
narrative of James Howie's sufferings in the late persecution, with
some of his last words at the time of his death," is given. Loch
goin, in the days of the persecution, was often frequented by the
hunted remnant. Captain Paton and Alexander Shields often
resorted thither. The place was admirably suited for those who
stood in jeopardy of their lives both by day and by night. But
notwithstanding the difficulty of access, the dragoons at times
found their way to the humble dwelling surrounded on almost all
sides by moss hags. Dr. Fleming gives an interesting incident in
the life of John Howie, the father-in-law of James referred to
above, and great-great-grandfather of the author of the Scots
Worthies. He had gone to bed, worn out with an attack of
asthma,and had no sooner fallen asleep than he dreamt that he
was at Kilmarnock Cross, and heard General Dalziel give orders
to some of his men to go to Lochgoin and search for Pentland
rebels. He was asked to accompany them as guide, and after
going about two miles he was so badly treated by one of the
soldiers that his imaginary sufferings broke the spell of the dream
and he awoke. He soon fell asleep again, but again he found
himself acting as guide to the soldiers. As they were crossing a
stream, one of them took him by the shoulders and pushed him
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in. With this he awoke. Again he fell asleep, and, strange to
say, he found himself again leading the soldiers until" he came to
his own hill-foot," where he was ill-treated by the soldiers. He
awoke for the third time, and his dream had left such a profound
impression upon his mind that he asked those in the house to go
out to see if there were any soldiers at hand. And there, sure
enough, were the soldiers, coming straight on Lochgoin. The
weary fugitives who had been enjoying the hospitable shelter of
John Howie's dwelling, had only time to get into the moss hags
and hide themselves under the overhanging banks of a stream
running through the moss when the soldiers were at hand. John
Howie was too frail to escape, and throwing his cloak about him,
he went out to meet the soldiers. The story that he told them as
to why the fire was burning at such an early hour satisfied them,
and after partaking of some refreshment they returned to Kilmar
nock. In such an incident as this we see how the great Shepherd
of Israel, who slumbers not, nor sleeps, watches over His inheri
tance, and though as sheep prepared for the slaughter, their hour
had not yet come.

Another incident suggested by James Howie's memoirs may be
related. It bas reference to his wife, Isabe! Howie. Here is Dr.
Fleming's account of the affair: "On one occasion, when. five of
the sufferers had spent the whole night with her husband in prayer
and conversation, they were surprised in the morning. The night
had been very stormy, and, on that account, they felt the more
secure. Suddenly the door was opened, and a sergeant, who had
left his men outside, stepped in. Isabel Howie at once rushed
up to him, and exerting all her strength, pushed him backwards
towards the door. In the struggle he fell, and the gun dropped
out of his hand. The Covenanters ran into the byre, which
communicated with the house, and emerged in two parties, James
Howie and his son John leaving the byre by one of its two doors,
and the rest leaving it by the other. The larger party had to run
four or five miles in order to escape. From that day Isabel
Howie was a marked woman j and many a cold night she had to
spend ina moss hag with a young child at her hreast. Before the
Revolution came, the house of Lochgoin had been plundered
twelve times."

The author of the Scots Worthies was born in November, 1735.
He had been brought up from the time he was a year old at
Black's Hill in the parish of Kilmarnock. In the opening para
graph of the Brief Narrative of some Religious Exercises he tells
us that, although he had a religious education and that his grand
father and grandmother, with whom he had been brought up, were
reputed for honest, religious persons, yet he was mostly taken up
with the common vanities of childhood and youth, having no
certain views of religion or of his depraved, lost state and condi
tion j though for a number of years his loss consisted more in a
thoughtless, careless, and secure omission of duties-even the
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religious exercises competent to his age-than any particular vice
(only he felt himself too much inclined to vain and unprofitable
discourse when in company). In the introduction to his narrative
he says :-" If it is thought, in what I have narrated, that I have
skipped over the most part of my life, some of my reasons were
it might be of small benefit to either myself or others; my public
sins being already known; and for these that were hitherto secret,
I have hitherto endeavoured to confess them to the Lord, and
hope forgiven'ess from Him; and what He has' been pleased to
have concealed, I found myself, as they did not much respect or
prejudice others, to let lie in silence; of what seemed good in my
conduct I have little to record in that time. I indeed had some
respect to God's Word and ordinances, and a love to these I took
to be His people. But, alas! I had little or no delight in either;
and although I spent a number of my more advanced years in
writing, a part of which is published, and I think, upon the
testimony of many, has been useful-at least some of them-in
the present generation; and which some eminent and judicious
Christians flattered me to be a noble generation work, in trans
mitting the memories, contendings, sermons, etc., to succeeding
generations; yet I disclaim all these things, and account only that
the principal part of a man's life, that is spent in the more,
immediate exercises of religion, in being united to a God in
Christ, and to have communion and fellowship with Him; truly
our fellowship is with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ."

After the death of his first wife he was" somewhat affected,"
but these impressions wearing off, his" corruptions revived upon
him," and he suffered a good deal of reproach from his neigh bours
and relatives. " Yet as," he says, "ofttimes is the case in circum
stances of this nature, things were aggravated, and made much
worse than what they really were." All this time he kept up
family worship, attended ordinances and Society [Reformed
Presbyterian] Meetings, but omitted sometimes the formality of
secret prayer, for to him it was nothing more than formality at
this time.

His second wife had the character of a religious woman, and
was of a quiet disposition. Her influence over him was for good,
but she was almost the means of depriving Scotland of one of her
most renowned religious classics, as the foHowing sentences will
show :-" While I was writing," he says, "and collecting the first
draught of the Scots U7orthies-sometimes in the morning-one
morning my wife, who was not without an inclination to religion,
being in bed in the little closet where I was writing, she was just
going to give me a reproof for my folly in writing-what would I
do but make people laugh at my folly-immediately these words
came into her mind (Mark vii. 37), 'He hath done all things
well; he maketh both the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak.'
After which she durst never speak against it. And, indeed, from
the testimony of many, the consequence was no way unanswerable
to what as to this I have observed." D. B.
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IDemotn3 or Spiritual JE.rerctses of
'1katbertne <tolace or IDrs. 1Ross.

THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF A SCHOOLMISTRESS OF THE

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY.

(Written with her own Hand.)

(Continued .from page 426.)

T HE fears that Satan and my weakness suggested to me baving
sense upon their side were these: In case of removal,

1. The trouble of these whom the Lord made concerned in me
and my natural relations. 2. The triumphing of enemies over me
and them. Also, 3. The destitute condition of my family. But,
having liberty to commit all these to the Lord, they did not
trouble me much.

As to my present condition: 1. Fear of impatience, though the
Lord prevented the outbreaking of it even in my greatest extremity.
2. Fear of quitting grips of God and my interest in Him, which
the Lord prevented. 3. Fear of being left to darkness an9
unbelief of the truth of the Scriptures. In a word, I was tempted
to fear of being left to the overturning of all foundations. Yet,
through the goodness of God, these fears proved an excellent
mean to quiet the heart under my present trouble, though Satan
intended no such tbing; the Lord's faithfulness appearing in
making all things work together for good to them who are called
according to His purpose.

The fears I had in case of life, which were more frequent and
prevalent with me about the beginning of my recovery than in my
sickness (there being then more appearance of life) were these:
1. Fear of falling into old sins, those especially that the Lord
made bitter to me in that sickness. 2. Fear of unanswerable
walking to so great pains taken on me. 3. Encountering with
new troubles, I being under the sense of great weakness and
indisposition to bear, like a tired body with a long journey, that
I apprehended that I was at the end of it; I was afraid to begin
again. But the wisdom of God appeared in this, that He made
my 'sore travail in that sickness a preparation for a ne;v journey, and
made me willing to undergo my former troubles pleasantly, to be
free of the present; hoping also for my former furniture under
them, since without Him I CGuld do nothing; and the Lord
having made me to find more of the sentence of death in myself
during this sickness than formerly, that I should not henceforth
trust in myself, but in God that raiseth the dead; which was one
of the first mercies I met with in my recovery.

A second mercy in my rec0very was the great pains the Lord
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took to expel my fears by speaking that word, II Fear not, only
believe," which so far composed my mind, as I was made to give
ear to what further the Lord was about to speak to me. Then
He was pleased so far to condescend as to take away all the
grounds of my fears. 1. By bringing suitable places of Scripture
in my way. 2. By conference with one of His servants, who
usually -spoke the mind of God- to me. 3. By remembering
former experiences. 4. By meditating upon the unchangeableness
of God, who shows Himself always ready for the good of both the
souls and bodies of those who stand in need of and depend
upon Him.

A third mercy in my recovery was this, the Lord hedged _in
my ways, that I should not take consolation in anything but in so
far as I saw the Lord in it j yea, kept back the comfort of spiritual
mercies in a great measure, though not altogether, to make me
draw comfort from eternal mercie~, in being ever with the Lord,
in being above sin, temptations and tribulations j and in the
meantime to rejoice in my relation to Him, and His revealing
His Will to me, and assisting me to do and suffer according to
His good pleasure j and wherein I :came short, to glory in Him,
who is made to us of God, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification
and redemption. .

A fourth mercy in my recovery was, that the Lord cleared up to
me what was the element that through grace He made my soul
desire to live in: He began also to recover my confidence of
former expectations, by bringing some things to pass, of present
use, though of lesser consequence, as I had expected j and thereby
confirming me.

A fifth mercy was, the direction of those of skill j the Lord encour
aging me to set about these means directed for my health, providing
and blessing of them, and bringing this to pass most seasonably j

as also discovering to me, that if it had been sooner, it had not
been so well: Besides the Lord's wonderful condescendency and
tender mercy, in bowing to concern himself in very mean
circumstances concerning my body, and these innumerable.

A sixth mercy was, Satan having bended all his force to bring
me back to the way that God had been at so much pains to
reclaim me from, the Lord wonderfully prevented by His mighty
power, in the use of means public and private, suiting these to my
purpose, with suitable providences of rods and mercies for a week
together, the Lord always providing work for me to prevent sloth,
security, and many other .evils.

A seventh great mercy in my recovery was, That my great
consolation was drawn from my interest in God, and the hope of
my peing ever with Him, the brevity of time, the hope of through
bearing, and that I might be for the Lord during my abode here.
While I was sore troubled and put to it by the providence of the
time, so that I thought it a great mercy to get the belief of the
Word kept up in my heart, while the Lord delayed to answer his
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peoples' prayers, and suffered so much from the ungodly; the
Lord seasonably, by reading a place in Rutherford's Ckrist Dying
and Drawing, page 120, satisfied me in two things the Lord was
then calling me to (I) To get my heart to esteem highly of the
lot of the Lord's people in their lowest condition; and (2) That
their priyilege even then is far above the wicked even in their
most prosperous lot. Then I was made to sow in tears for myself
and others, but especially for the work of God in the land, with
expectation to reap in joy. _

I had some steps to further delivery, but Satan used all means
against it. I found the Lord in His providence leading me to the
practice of the lessons He taught me in my sickness, though, alas,
how little did I profit! I had given over expectation of deliver
ance to myself or to the land, if the Lord do it not for His name's
sake. The conclusion of this long and sore sickness was, that
whatever the Lord called for at my hand concerning a near relation,
I should close with it, and should seriously seek His mind in it,
whenever I came to health; which accordingly I did. But
rather was confirmed, that the way I had taken was right, than
that I should alter my way. I saw clearly that I should not be loosed
from this yoke till I loosed from that place, which I took to be my
removing from it; and he made me see, that my concluding to go
did the turn. This I had done before, having gathered it to be
the mind of GOd; but some providences occurring, that seemed to
put a stop to it, it put me to a new inquiry.

The manner of the Lord's clearing my call to go from Moray
was on this wise. 1. The Lord having removed two children
from me in two months time, the one in February, the other in
March, 1672, I was put to inquire the Lord's Mind in that
providence. And (1) in general, He showed me there was no
displeasure in that rod, which used to be the great ingredient in
former rods of that kind. (2) He showed me particularly, that I
behoved to go out of that place; and in great regard the children
would have entangled me, therefore, He had taken them to Himself
that I might be at liberty to follow His call, which He intimated to
my soul with much consolation, showing how kind He had been to
me in this wilderness when I had met with much unkindness from
those that had brought me to it; and, by bringing acts of
kindness to my rememurance, He overcame my soul, and made
me to resolve to go with Him. 2. He promised me His presence
wheresoever I went. 3. He cleared up to me from Scripture how
acceptable obedience to Him was in such cases. 4. He cleared
up particularly from the Word that it was my duty to go from this
place, since there was no way that I could be useful in it without
being burdensome to others, which might not be in another place.
5. By putting an averseness in my mind from staying, and by
providences coming in my way tending to the keeping in that,
frame. 6. The Lord's pointing out the place where He would
have me to go to, removing objections against it, especially leaving
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the Gospel, by that Word, "1"n the high mountains of Israel shall
.thy fold be.

Notwithstanding of all this, my heart was so grieved to part with
my acquaintances that I feared I should never get it done; and
therefore, in the last place, He undertook to bring me out of that
place. And all this I met with in the most serious addresses to
God that I was capable to set about, and I set five or six times
apart for that end, and was sh.ned upon in this matter to go my
way, putting me in mind that I used to get my will by quitting of
it, and withal assured me that my parting with my acquaintances
should be but for a season. By all this I concluded to go; but
it being a thing that I could not get done without offence, sioce
they had found employment for me, and thereby answered my
great objection, and my own heart not parting cheerfully with
them, the Lord condescended to <;ontinue my staying for a time,
and made my lot more desirable both for spiritual and temporal
mercies than ever it had been formerly, and appeared gloriously
to my soul, carrying on His work in me.

Abqut that same time twelvemonth my former thoughts about
going away revived, and the Lord, who knew me better than I did
myself, saw it meet that I should find sharper work than formerly
I had met with for loosing me thoroughly from that place, viz.,
no less than a long and sore sickness, threatening to cut me off
from being of any more use for Him, His people, or my own
family; as also the deprival of the mercies I had been in
expectation of, and the triumphing of my enemies over me.

(To be Continued.)

'1Letters of tbe (ate 30bn Macleob,
ST. JUDE'S, GLASGOW.

5 SHORT STREET,
Dli~F.DI~,

NEW ZEALA~D, 27t!, .-!pril, 1905.

My DEAR MR. CAMERON,-I have had your letter re·directed
from Brushgrove. I suppose you would have heard before now
that I left Brushgrove on Wednesday, 22nd March, and sailed
from Sydney on Saturday, 25th March, arriving in Dunedin
on Saturday, 1st April. The climate in Brushgrove is a moist and
damp climate, and was not at all in my favour, although I felt
much more at home there than here, and I shall never forget the
kindness I met with on the Clarence River. Tuesday evening
previous to my departure, a good number of the congregation
gathered at the manse and presented me with a purse containing
'£8. I am sorry to say that Mr. Scott himself is not keeping very
strong; it would take a man with a much stronger constitution to
do the work he has to do. I am sorry to say that they have lost
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a faithfu"l friend and a great support among the very few who are
bearing witness for truth there, in the person of Mr. Hugh
M'Donald (Mrs. Scott's father). He was a native of Ardna
murchan, and died at the good old age of 82 years. I felt very
much attached to this old man.

Now, since I came here I have been advised by several people
to try a sanatorium. There is one about five miles from Dunedin,
which is kept up by' Dr. Stephenson of this city. I saw some who
have been treated there with very good results. I have consulted
Dr. Stephenson, and he advises me to try it, so I made up my
mind to try some weeks of it. The Most High may bless it to
the restoring of my health; if not, the means will be of no avail.
"Except the Lord do build the house, the builders lose their pain."

There are two places in this sanatorium-a tent and a room;
price for a tent is £2 12S. 6d., and for a room, £3 13s. 6d. per
week. I asked the Doctor if I could do with a tent, as fhe price
of a room would be too much for me. He said he would not put
me in a tent, but that he would allow me a room for the price of
a tent, and that if he saw that I was getting better, he would do
his best to keep me there, supposing I had nothing wherewith to
pay him. Well, such is the goodness of God to me, who has
brought myself lower than all His mercies; but I can well say
that His name is "Wonderful."

I hope I shall have the pleasure of hearing from you soon
again. The wise man says: "As cold waters to a thirsty soul,
so is good news from a far country," and I have no doubt but
those to whom sin has become a plague, of which they are horribly
afraid, and that not only as sin is most offensive to God, but also
as sin is a horrible filthy thing in itself-to them it is good news
indeed from a far country that there is a fountain open for sin and
for uncleanliness. But how very few there are in this crooked and
perverse nation to whom sin has become a plague; it is most
awful to contemplate the spirit of infidelity with which the people
are possessed, and no wonder, when the highest professors in the
Church encourage them as such.

I see by the press that the erroneous views of Professor
Alexander have been brought to light, and I am glad to see that
you as a Church have dealt with him as the Apostle Paul dealt
with Alexander (1 Timothy i. 20).

I must now stop, trusting that you are all keeping well, and
with - kind regards to your mother and sister.-I am, yours very
sincerely, JOHN M'LEOD.

John Newton and Heaven.-It was a saying of John'
Newton's that he would wonder to see some in heaven that he
did not expect to see there, and some missing whom he expected
to see, but the greatest wonder of all would be to find himself
there.
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:D3onb of 'Ulnton (1893),
Between Those Who Adhere 'to the Principles and Constitution

of the Free Churclz of Scotland.

1----HE following is the" Bond of Union" which was drawn up
by the Revs. D. MacfarlanE', D. Macdonald, and others,

when they separated in 1893 from the then. Church calling itself
the Free Church of Scotland, and formed what is now known as
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland :-

"We, the undersigned Ministers, Elders, Deacons, Memhers,
and Adherents of the Free Church of Scotland, hereby bind our
selves to adhere to the Principles and Constitution of the said
Church as these are set forth in the Confession of Faith, Larger
and Shorter Catechisms, the Claim of Rights of 1842, and Prote,t
of 1843, and the First and Second Books of Discipline; and in
particular we declare our belief in the absolute infallibility, inerrancy,
and supreme authority of the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments: also in the whole doctrine of the Confession of Faith
as approved of by the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
in 1647, and in the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, which are all
founded upon and conformable to the Word of God.

"We feel called upon, in the circumstances in which we are
placed in the Providence of God, to assert anew (1) the duty of
this nation, as a nation, to profess, own and support the Protestant
and Presbyterian religion; (2) that, in accordance with the Con
fession of Faith, the Book of Psalms is the only manual of praise
in the public worship of God recognised in this Church; (3) that
Instrumental Music ought to have no place in New Testament
worship; (4) that to all those for whom Christ hath purchased re
demption, He doth certainly and effectually apply the same; and
(5) that no one believes upon Christ to the saving of the soul
without being regenerated by the Holy Spirit.

"Also, we protest against the Declaratory Act of 1892, and
reject it wholly; especially because it denies (1) the sovereignty
of the love of God; (2) that death has passed upon all on account
of the sin of our first parents; and (3) the absolute necessity of
the means of grace for the salvation of the heathen.

"And further, we protest against the power assumed by the
Courts of the Church, which has ceased to represent the creed and
principles of the said Free Church of Scotland, by passing the
Declaratory Act, inasmuch as by the said Act they have substituted
for 'the whole doctrine contained in the Confession of Faith,'
what they may regard as 'the substance of the Reformed Faith
therein set forth,' thus largely dispensing with most solemn vows.

"On all these grounds, we, in humble dependence on God's
grace, and the presence and blessing of the Holy Spirit, for the
advancement of His glory, the extension of the Gospel of our
Lord and Saviour, and the administration of the affairs of Christ's
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house according to His Holy Word, desire tu adhere to all the
doctrines of the Word of God and the principles and constitution
of the Free Church of Scotland as held in 1843; and we renounce
that General Assembly which has permanently placed upon its
records the Declaratory Act of 1892, as well as all other Courts in
subjection to the said Assembly."

:a $lletcb of tbe late 1Re~. ll)eter !nYjBri~e

of lRotbesa\?
HIS LABOURS AND DEATH.

T HE following sketch is, taken from an old religious periodical.
The writer of it-whether he was of the Established Church

or the Free Church seems doubtful-gives a very graphic account
of Mr. M'Bride and his labours :-

It was about the time of the famous Disruption in the Scottish
Church. The two ministers of Rothesay were able men, totally
different from each other. Mr. Craig was accomplished, judicious,
calm, deliberate; Mr. M'Bride, powerful in person and mind, full
of zeal, promptitude, and energy, and of unquenchable desire for
his Master's glory and the salvation of souls. Both" came out."
This is not the place to express any opinion upon the propriety of
the step; but nearly 'all the people followed them: a temporary
wooden church was erected, and the two congregations worshipped
in it at different hours. Each has now a handsome church, and
there is beside a smaller Gaelic church.

Mr. M'Bride was of a Highland family, and he had many of
the Highland characteristics-fearless, im petuous, devoted, his
work was to him a passion,-and he was loved with an affection
which, in some instances, verged upon idolatry. He was of
commanding figure, tall, broad chested, with raven-black hair;
eyes that sometimes pierced you with their flashing brilliancy,
sometimes melted you with their unspeakable tenderness, while he
spoke of the terrors of the law. or of the hopes of the gospel. His
style was forcible, rapid, distinct, simple, .as if he cared not a whit
about it, only cared to launch his message right into the hearts of
men. A more single-hearted man I never knew.

On one occasion he went to preach in a valley among the
mountains that skirt Loch Fyne on the west-the valley of
Knapdale. The inhabitants were wild and godless. An extra
ordinary awakening took place, and he returned again and again
to instruct, and confirm, and build them up in the faith of the
gospel. The whole district was changed-drunkards became
sober, the profane became reverent, Sabbath breakers thronged to
the place of worship; from families that lately called not upon
the name of God, the voice of singing and prayer was heard
ascending morning and evening. He asked, and received from
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his people at Rothesay, leave to devote six weeks in the year to
his new diocese of Knapdale and the Isles. But Mr. M'Bride
was very anxious to avoid ostentatious mention of the work, and
it was only when called on to give a detail of it in the General
Assembly that hl:: made public mention of it. He was also
"jealous with a godly jealousy" over the motives and principles
of the converts themselves, not encouraging them to speak much
to him in private, but rather to attend diligently the means of
grace in public.

He would talk of the work with enthusiasm in private. One
evening, at my house, we led him to speak of Knapdale; he
described its former state of ignorance and depravity, and the
wonderful contrast now that the gospel had penetrated it; and
painted the gathering from cottage and glen to the Sabbath
service, or the week day prayer meeting-the old wcman with her
white "mutch," and Bible carefully wrapped up; the stalwart
fisherman, 'and comely matron with her tartan plaid, the little child
and the nimble youth, all with grave, decent air, and reverent look,
where Sabbath games, and Sabbath revelry alone marked so lately
the holy day from other week days. He had severe tests of
Christianity, was not easily persuaded of a person's conversion;
but there were three hundred, he said, of whom he felt assured
that they had truly passed from darkness to light.

The labour of attending to a large congregation in Rothesay,
and of visiting his Highland and Island charge, was too much
even for his iron frame. Great fears were entertained of his
strength being overtasked; but he laboured on, an occasional
depression of spirit about his work in Rothesay being the only
sympton of failing strength. A friend spent a night with him, and
from the tone of his conversation, formed a half suspicion that he
was approaching the place of perfect light and perfect love. The
atmosphere of heaven seemed around him. But he was quite
well, and about to set out for Knapdale. He went to visit some
of the islands that lie studding the western sea. He was in a boat
with two men, when a mist came over the sea, and they lost their
way, beating about all night. Mr. M'Bride assisted in rowing, and
then lay down exhausted in the bottom of the boat, and they
covered him with a wet sail. In the morning they found them
selves on the shore of an island where stood the house of a friend.
Great cause of thankfulness this was, for he was weary and very
ill. Gladly his friends received him, and thankfully he retired to

. bed. When the islanders heard of his arrival they surrounded the
house; and the large-hearted, unselfish man arose and preached
to them. When the service was over, he lay down to arise no
more. Violent sufferings attacked him. Medical meri were
providentially to be procured, but they could not reach his case.
Word was sent to his flock, and shocked and agonized, they sent
a deputation of elders to visit his dying bed. He could scarcely
speak to them; but he could say, "Tell them to cleave to Christ,
and love one another," and so he died.
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"They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars
for ever and ever."

Copy letter written by Mr. M'Bride shortly before his death to an
esteemed friend in the ministry, who Izad lost his eldest son,
nine years of age.

ROTHRSAY, 2nd April, 1844.

My DEAR SIR,-I was much affected by your note intimating
the death of your dear child. I had just heard a moment before
that he was ill, and had scarcely heard it when your note
intimating his death arrived. I desire to sympathise with you and
Mrs. A. I rejoice to find from your note that you are enabled to
submit to the holy will of God. This is your duty, and grace, I
trust, will enahle you fully to perform it. In the death of children,
we clearly see the melancholy effect of original sin. I dare not
speak of their salvation as some do, but those who bring them to
Jesus may rest assured He will bless them, yea, bless them for
evermore. You must feel this much. My only brother died in
n fancy, and though I never, I believe, saw him or felt the sweet
ness of the society of a brother, yet I have felt pain at his removal.
How much more must you feel. But the Lord is able to bear
you up. I have been endeavouring to pray that the Lord may
bless this dispensation to you and Mrs. A., and He is worthy to
be trusted as to this. He is able to comfort you and I hope has
done so, and will do so. 0 commit all your concerns to His
gracious hands, and cast all your burdens upon Him. Remember
no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but greivous.
Nevertheless afterwards it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous-

. ness unto them which are exercised thereby. "Blessed is the man,"
says the Psalmist, "whom thou chastenest, 0 Lord, and teachest
him out of thy law." But I feel how insignificant is anything I
can write you, but the Lord Jesus is a fountain of everlasting
consolation. May He enable you to look to Himself, and grant
you all needful support! .

With kind regards to Mrs. A.-I am, my dear Sir, yours truly,
(Signed) P. M'BRIDE.

The late Dr. Hutchison Stirling.-On 19th March, there
passed away at Edinburgh, at the very advanced age of 89 years,
James Hutchison Stirling, LL. D., the author of "The Secret of
Hegel" and other philosophical works. Hutchison Stirling began
life as a medical man, but devoted the last fifty years of his
career to the study of the deeper problems of the universe. He was
one of Scotland's eminent metaphysicians. His influence was con
servative. His Gifford Lectures and book on " Darwinism" appear
to us to make matchwood of the speculations of Charles Darwin,
so much associated with the modern theory of evolution.

36



:s

474 . TM Free Presbyterian Magcizine.

tl Solemn tlPpeal to Sinner£;.

W HOSOEVER thou art, man, woman, or child, thou art a
sinner-one of the fallen race of mankind, "dead in

trespasses and sins." "For in Adam all die "-die spiritually.
All are breakers of God's holy and just law, and therefore lie
under His wrath and curse, ready at any moment (like fuel for the
fire) to be cast into endless burning. "For the wages of sin is
death "-eternal death. Think, then, 0 sinner! thou art adding
every moment, to thy original sin and guilt, actual transgression;
therefore" Be sure thy sin will find thee out" (Num. iii. 23), for
thou canst not escape. God's law will pursue thee to thy last
breath, saying, "Pay me that thou owest" (Matt. xviii. 28),
although thou hast no power to obey it on account of thy helpless
and hopeless condition, having no power nor will to turn to the
Lord. Nevertheless He is justified in demanding perfect obedience,
as He gave thee power in Adam, thy covenant-head and represen
tative, to keep His commandments. Yet notwithstanding this,
thou art not at all concerned, nor seeking to be delivered from
·thy dreadful state of ruin through the fall, which has cut thee off
from all good and separated thee eternally from God, as to any
thing in thee to bring thee back to Him.

It is not natural-indeed, it is beyond thy power, in an un
regenerate state-to believe the above statement regarding thyself,
but it is nevertheless true, though thou believest the contrary, and
thinkest thou hast some innate power and free will to do good.
It is quite true that Adam was created with a free will, and had
perfect ability to obey God's law, but the moment he sinned he
and all his posterity were completely deprived of free will to act
aright, and were it possible heaven could be gained by one good
desire, that desire could not be found. It is said in the infallible
Word of God-" Without me ye can do nothing" (John xv. 5);
"No man can come to me except the Father, which hath sent me,
draw him" (John vi. 44); "Which were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John
i. 13)' There is no one will allow that a dead body can give any
signs of life or feel a disposition to live; so neither can a dead
soul give any signs of life nor seek to live. You may then ask the
question, " If we are so hopeless and helpless, what are we to do?
We cannot be responsible in such a condition." To which we
would answer that Adam was a responsible being, so in him thou
art responsible, he being the covenant-head of all mankind.
Therefore, sinner, thou art inexcusable though lying helpless in
thy blood, and if God, in sovereign mercy, "pass by and see thee
po!luted in thy blood, and say unto thee when thou wast in thy

.blood, Live" (Ezek. xvi. 6), it is because He has found out a
ransom and accepted the doing and dying of Christ in thy room
and stead. "He is the propitiation for our sins" (I John ii. 2).
With Him God is "well pleased." "He is able also to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God by him" (Heb. vii. 25)' If
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thus quickened by the power of the Holy Spirit, and created anew
in Christ Jesus, thou wilt in right earnest be seeking deliverance
from the power of sin; mourning over it and striving against it;
seeking to be brought out of thyself and made to rest on Christ
not that you may be saved by your resting on Him, for that would
be resting on your act of faith and not on the righteousness of
Christ. May the Lord teach thee thus savingly that He may be
glorified and thy soul saved!

'iletter from 1Re\). 30bn :f13. 1Ra~aei.

T HE following letter has been received by the Rev. Neil
Cameron, Glasgow:-

Clo NATIVE COMMISSIONER, BEMBESI,
MATABELELAND, SOUTH AFRICA, 411, Feb., 1909.

My DEAR MR. CAMERON,-I am glad to inform you that I
have received your kind and welcome letter, which I read with
great interest. It gave me and our people great pleasure to hear
that the Synod had' appointed a Committee to look out for one of
our ministers to visit our Mission out here. And I do hope and
trust that the Lord will open up a way, so that one may be able
to come in summer. Of course, it will be winter here when it is
summer there; and I think that it will be the most suitable time
to come, as the weather will not be so very hot. I have still got
some Bibles, and will let you know as soon as I am in need of
more.

I am glad to see that natives who have learnt to read their own
language are anxious to have Bibles, so that they may be able to
search the Scriptures for themselves. Pray for us, that the Lord
might pour down His Holy Spirit upon us, so that the Word may
be made effectual unto salvation. It is by His Spirit alone that
we can understand the Word of God. I am sorry that the British
and Foreign Bible Society have not yet answered your letter as
regards a man who could put the Psalms into metre in Kaffir.
Let us all place the matter before the Lord in prayer. It is tIue,
as you say, that the Lord is able to provide a trustworthy and
capable man for this work in His own time and way, if we would
wait on Him' for it. You will please thank the two gentlemen from
the north who sent me the 10/ each. I got the .£I note all right.

Mrs. Radasi and baby are much better, although they are both
still taking the doctor's medicine from Bulawayo. The child was
so seriously ill that her life was in danger, and the doctor's advice
was for them to go and remain in the hospital for a time.
But I am thankful to say that, through the prayers of the Lord's
people and His great mercy, they are both much better, though
still under medical care.

You will kindly accept of my kindest regards to you and to
your mother, and to all the friends in Glasgow. Mrs. Radasi
wishes to be remembered to you and to all the friends in Glasgow
who adhere to us.-Yours sincerely, J. B. RADASr.

I
'j
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marbbrann ~o '}Eogbann mac\toinnicb
nacb maireann.

~fHA sgeul cluilich ri innseadh
Nar measgne n' diugh anns an tir so,

Mu bhas Mhic-Coinnich, a firean,
Tha an diugh na shineaclh 's an uir ;
Ach 's buille ghoirt e don' sgir so,
'S na sheirm thu Soisgeul na Rioghachcl,
Le mor·ughdaras 's clillseachd
'S le cridhe fior bha gun gho.
Ruith thu turns an f'hasaich
Fo bhratach Ceannarcl na Slainte,
Mar shaighclear clileas neo-sgathach,
Ged 's iomadh namh bhair do thoir :
Gecl bhitheadh tu comhraclh gach la riuth
Bu leatsa riamh a bhuaidh-laraich,
On bha n' armachcl clo ghnath oin
Thug sucl dhuit danachd ro-mhor.
Ach thuair thu mach 0 gach trnaighe
'S thu gabhail seilbh air an' t' suaimhneas
'S an rioghachcl shiorruith neo·thruailliclh
Nach fhaigh mi luaidh mar bu choir.
Thaobh na'n grasan a thuair thu,
D'fhag sud clo thurns clhuinn buaclhach
'S gur sgeul duilich ri luaidh leam
Nach eiscl mo chluais thu nis moo
Bha agad buaclhan neo-ghnathaichte
Nuair bhitheadh thu luaidh clhuinn mlln t' slainte
Mun do d'fhiosraich na faidhean
'S tre n' d'thuair iad sabhailt do ghloir ;
'S cha n'eil e mor clhomh ri radhainn.
Gur tearc an cluigh ann ar la iacl
A lionas suas clhuinn a bhearna
Rinn sgeul do bhais thoin oirnn.
Bha thu aithnicht mar Chriosclidh,
Ann am beatha na diadhachd,
'S cha robh cearn '5 an cia thriall thll
Nach cI'fhag thu fianais ad clheigh;
Air cogais muinntir andiaclhaidh
Bhitheadh dhuit le h' eagal a striochclaclh,
Oir bha ughdaras diadhaiclh
Gacl leantuinn riamh facl clo reis.
Nllair bha m'bas tarrninn clluth dhuit,
Gu bhi duineadh do shuilean
Gu robh aingle na cuirte
Ri tighinn dluth clhuit mu'n' cuairt,
Chum t'anam luachmhor-sa ghiulan
Mach air falbh 0 gach curam
Bha dhuit na eallach 'gacl chiuraclh
Air an taobh so do n' uaigh.
Ged bha thu fulang gu craiteach,
'N am tigh talmhaidh a phailluin
Bhi ga sgoileaclh 's an fhasach
'S tu clol ga fhagail 'acl c1heigh ;
Ach thuair thu aitreabh 's na h'arc1ibh,
Nach deach a thogail le lamhan,
Tha i siorruith gach la clhuit
'S chan fhaigh am bas innt 'ad dheigh.
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Ged '[hag tha sinne gu cianail,
's fa throm mhulad gad iarguinn,
's t'aite falamh 'san fhion-lios
S'ann robh thu cian mhaith do'd la:
Ach thuair thu dh' eaglais nan ceud ghin,
'5 tram chudthrom glair ann gadlionadh
's tu g'ol a tobar neo-chriochnach
Nach faic gu siorruith muir-traigh.

Ach chi thu Maois ann 'sna faidhean -
'Us sluagh ro-mhor nach gabh aireamh
Pailmibh aca na lamhaibh,
'5 bithidh faaim gach clarsach ri ceol ;
Tabhairt cliu gu sonraichte do'n ard-Righ,
A' dh-ul1aich innieachd na slainte,
'S don a Mhac sheas nan aite,
'S thug air Paras dhoibh coir.

Tabhairt cliu don Spiorad a dhuisg iad
Nuair bha iad marbh 'sa mhi-churam,
Se thug neart agus luth <1hoibh
'Us sealladh sill mar-bu choir;
Gu bhi sealltuinn na ghnllis-san
A sheas mar Urras a chllmhnaint
'Us claidheamh-ceartais glan-ruisgte
Tighinn air le h'llghdaras mar.

Ged bha do naimhdean ag iadhadh
Mu'n cuairt dhuit casadh am fiaclan,
Chionn thu thogail na fianuis
Air taobh do Thriath mar bu choir,
'Sa chionn nach deanamh tu striochdadh
Do chloinn Ismael 's d'an diadhachd,
Bu shliochd don bhanoglaich riamh iad
Ged fhas iad lionmhor gu leoir.

Ged fhits iad ainmeii '5 gach cearna
Mar shluagh air fine Abrahaim,
Gidheadh is sliochd iad 0 Hagar
Nach t' fhuair aite mna-posd ;
's cha bann tre gheal1adh a bha iad,
Ach 0 n' fheoil 'sa reir naduir,
's bha gheur leanmhuinn co·fhas lea
Gu moch 0 laithean an oig.

Choinnich sud gu ro-shearbh riut,
Ann a lanachd na h' aimsir,
Nuair chaidh cumhnant na h' Alba
A bhrath le h' ana-ceart"-s mar:
Le reachd a dheanamh cho·cealgach
Bha dhaibh do reir a mac-meamnibh,
Se sud rin_n buileach do thearbadh
Cho lllath air falbh bho'n taobh-mhor.

Ged thuair an uaigh cead bho'n ard-Righ,
Thu bhi na glacaibh an trath so,
Theid gach glas chuir am bas art
A chuir gu brath bh'uat an cein ;
Nuair thig briseadh na fitire
Air maduinn ghlormhor an la sin
'San cl' thig d' fhear-saoraidh on Airde
Gad ghairm an gradh bhon an eug.
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Thig thu mach gu neo-thruailiidh,
Gun smal gun phreasadh nllln cuairt duit,
'S cha luidh aois air do bhuadhan,
Bithidh t'oige buan dhuit gach re;
'S bithidh cuideachd ainglean dol suas leat
'S tu ann an aireamh an t' sluaigh sin
Dom bi Fear-Saoraidh mar bhuachaile,
Thug dhaibh a bhuaidh tre fhuil Fein.

R. FERGUSON.

.'

I
I
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D:'lrotestant 1Rotes.
Roman Catholics to Shun Protestants.-The Rev. Dr.

Turner, Roman Catholic Bishop of Galloway, in a pastoral to the
churches of the diocese, denounces the marriage of a Catholic
with a Protestant as a crime and an abomination and an act of
foul concubinage. He therefore holds that it is the duty of
Catholics to God and to their own religious sense, that they should
unreservedly shun all association and converse with anyone who
should unhappily fall into such abomination, until he or she put
away the foul thing. The Bishop further warns Roman Catholics
against the dangers they incurred by mixing with Protestants in
trade unions, or benefit societies, or social clubs, and intimates
that it is only a consideration of the material advantages to be
derived from such membership that restrains him from laying the
bann of the Church upon it.

Religious Pictures.-In visiting the homes of our people it
is not an uncommon thing to have our attention attracted by
unsightly pictures and prints of the Virgin and the infant Saviour.
These pictures are hawked about by Jewish pedlars, and many
people, without realising that they are Roman Catholic workman
ship and set forth Roman Catholic ideas, buy them as something to
adorn the bare walls. But, apart altogether from their outstanding
defects as works of art, there is the more serious matter of the
recognition thus given to Romish ideas in pictorial representations.
All true Protestants should prefer to look on bare walls rather
than on these unsightly coloured prints.

Roman Catholics in Office.-The Protestant Ob.'erver for
March gives a long list of names of Roman Catholics holding
various offices in this country. It is to be printed by the Protestant
Imperial Federation. What strikes one in reading this list is the
extraordinary number of places of Trust that are in the hands of
Roman Catholics. .

----------
1Rotea an" <tomments.

The Covenanters Remembered.-From the public prints
we observe that special services were held in the New Greyfriars,
Edinburgh, near the end of February. Dr. Theodore Marshall,
Moderator of the General Assembly, and Prof. Paterson dealt with
the" Covenant." The Covenanters, if ever men deserved to be
remembered, should not be soon forgotten by the country whicl\
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gave them birth. But there is such a thing as the children of
those who killed the prophets, garnishing the tombs of those
that were slain. And it is from lack of charity or blindness to the
state of religion in this country at present, that we are led to
say that hundreds, perhaps thousands, of our countrymen who
applaud those noble heroes for their courage, had they been their
contemporaries, would have regarded them as an impracticable
element in the religious life of Scotland, and a narrow-minded set
of fanatics that were more to be tolerated in pity than in love.

Discoveries in Babylonia.-Dr. Pinches delivered a
lecture recently on the above subject; he made the following
references to the Tower of Babel :-" Unfortunately," he says,
" the remains of the Tower of Babel-that structure so renowned
of old-had within recent years been cleared away to build the
dam of the Hindiyeh Canal, and, instead of a great monument,
the depression, where its foundations were laid, was now all that
existed. The basement of the tower was square, and not, as the
pictures in old family Bibles and elsewhere showed, circular in
form and tapering with a spiral ascent until the top was reached.
According to Dr. Weissbach, the structure measured about 309
feet each way, and the height was about the same. Though this
was only a third of the height of the Eiffel Tower in Paris, it was
still sufficiently imposing as a high monument. The lowest stage
was much higher than any of the others, and the topmost stage
was the upper temple or sanctuary of the god Bel or Merodach,
a hall of considerable size, 80 feet long, 70 feet broad, and 50
feet high."

The International Commission on Opium.-This Com
mission closed on 26th February. It adopted a number of
resolutions recommending the gradual suppression of opium
smoking. In its first resolution" the Commission recognises the
unswerving sincerity of the Government of China in its efforts to
eradicate the production and consumption of opium throughout the
empire, the increasing body of public opinion among the Chinese
by whom these efforts are supported, and the real, though unequal,
progress already made in a task of the greatest magnitude."

<tburcb' 1Rotea.
Communions.-Stoer, Sutherlandshire, and John Knox's,

Glasgow (Hall, 2 Carlton Place, South-side, near Suspension
Bridge), first Sabbath of April; Greenock and Lochgilphead,
second; St. J ude's, Glasgow (J ane Street, between Blythswood
Square and Pitt Street, off Sauchiehall Street) and Wick, fourth;
Kames, Oban, and Lochinver, first Sabbath of May.

London Mission.-The services in London continue to be
conducted at Conference Hall, EcclestQn Place, Buckingham
Palace Road, S.W. Hours of meeting: English; at I I a.m. and



'1

The Free Presbyterian llfagazine.

7 p.m.; Gaelic, 3.30 p.m. Mr. Alexander Mackay, student, has
conducted the services during the winter months, and it is expected
that Mr. Thomas Cameron, student, will conduct them from the
second Sabbath of April onwards for some time. The services
have been well attended upon the whole, but they might be much
better attended if young people and old from Scotland realised
the value of sound gospel preaching and simple New Testament
worship.

Acknowledgments.-Mr. Clunas, General Treasurer of F.P.
Church, 18 Ardconnel Terrace, Inverness, acknowledges with
thanks £1 from Friend, Fort-William, for Sustentation Fund; 10S.,
anonymous (Edinburgh), for Foreign Mission; and £6 8s. 2d.
from Lochalsh Congregation, Ontario, per Mr. A. R. Finlayson,
for Foreign Mission. Mr. Murdo Mackay, missionary, Strathy
Point, acknowledges with thanks the following anonymous
donations to Strathy Building Fund-Ios. (Garelochhead), and
£1, Friend, Inverness. Rev. Neil Cameron acknowledges with
thanks Ss. from" Free Presbyterian," Dornoch, for Psalms in Kaffir.

Rev. N. Cameron gratefully -acknowledges in aid of St. Jude's
Building Fund the following donations :-From "Free Presby
terian," £5; from" Friends in the North," £5; from" Two
F. Po's, Carnrighdharaich," £1 10S.

Notice to Sustentation Fund Treasurers.-Congrega
tional Treasurers are reminded of the desirability of forwarding
their contributions to Mr. A. Clunas, Inverness, in good time
before the 15th May-the date of half-yearly payments to ministers
and quarterly to missionaril"S.

-----

Ube .roaga3tne.
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