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lDeclartng all tbe (tounsel of \Bob.
ACTS xx. 27.

'T'HE Apostle Paul, in his touching farewell charge to the '-.
elders of the Church at Ephesus, lays very special stress

upon the fact that during the whole period of his personal
ministry among the Ephesians he had" kept back nothing that was
profitable" unto them, and had "not shunned to declare" to
them "all the counsel of God." In remembrance of this
unreserved faithfulness in proclaiming the truth to his hearers, the
apostle calls the elders solemnly to record that he was "pure
from the blood of all men." If any of those who professed to
receive his doctrine should afterwards depart from the faith, or if
any of his manifestly unconverted hearers should persist in their
unbelief to the end, he felt deeply convinced that he was entirely
free from responsibility for their final destruction. He was pure
from the blood of apostate professors or of obdurate unbelievers.
The apostle was well acquainted with the Old Testament
Scriptures, and we think we hear an echo in his words of the
solemn message which the Lord addressed to Ezekiel (chapter 33)
regarding the duty of the watchtnan to warn the people when he
saw the sword coming upon the land. The Lord reminded the
prophet that He had set him as a watchman unto the house of
Israel, and that if he did not speak, according to the divine word,
to warn the wicked from his way, he would be verily guilty of his
brood. "That wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
blood will I require at thine hand." But on the other hand, ...
the Lord said: "If thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from
it; if he do not turn from his way he shall die in his rniquity; but
thou hast delivered thy soul."

The Apostle Paul is one of the most distinguished examples of a
faithful minister of Christ given us in the Scriptures, and the record
of his labours and instructIOn's has been handed down by the Holy
GhostJor the direction 'of others in subsequent times, who may go
forth to speak in the name oof Christ. There were no doubt

1

---------- -----,-

I
I

I
j

of
3.



2 The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

circumstances attending the apostolic ministry that are not now in
the Church, such as extraordinary gifts of the Spirit and the power
to work miracles; but there is one thing in which the most
humble servants of the Lord may even now be able to follow
closely in the footsteps of the Apostles, namely, in the faithful
declaration of the truth as it is in Jesus. Indeed, it will be
criminal on their part if they do not walk in apostolic steps in this
important particular. This does not require any extraordinary
gifts of the Spirit; it is the common privilege and duty of the
Church in all ages, and must be observed by those who are loyal
to Christ in the darkest, as well as the brightest, times. In fact,
the darker and more erroneous the times we live in, the more
incumbent it is upon us to hold fast and proclaim the whole truth
and nothing but the truth.

It is our present intention to notice briefly the statement of the
apostle in Acts xx. 27 :-" For I have not shunned to declare unto
you an the counsel of God," and in doing so we shall observe,
first, the terms in which he describes the subject matter of his
preaching, "the counsel of God;" secondly, the fact that he
declared "all" this counsel; and thirdly, his assertion that he
" shunned not" to perform this important task.

I. The first thing, then, to be observed, is the terms in which
he describes here the subject matter of his preaching. He calls it
"the counsel of God." Paul was a man deeply versed in the
learning of his own day, and, possessing a penetrating genius, was

, capable of handling the profoundest problems of the universe in a
masterly manner, but he did not preach any philosophy or wisdom
of his own .as the remedy for the world's evil. By the grace of
God he became the devoted servant of Jesus Christ, and spent all
his energies in proclaiming the divine counsel for the salvation
and edification of sinners. He lays great emphasis on this here.
The Jews were very ready to charge him with introducing new
doctrines of his own invention, but he invariably disclaimed any
such thing, and proved in the most convincing manner that he
preached the very things that "the law and the prophets" bore
witness to from first to last. It is clear, then, that the truth which
the apostle and others declared, and were willing to Jay down
their lives for, was the counsel-the will-the wisdum of God, not
the thoughts or ideas of man's wisdom. They were not the
ministers of a new philosophy or system of theology after their
own ideas, but they were the mouthpieces of the Holy Ghost who
spoke in and through them, and made them the instruments of
declaring "the counsel of God." Men sometimes speak of
Pauline, Johannine, and 'Petrine Theology, but these are
expressions that must be very discriminatingly used, if used at all,
otherwise the divine origin and spiritual oneness of apostolic
teaching will be seriously obscured. Paul and John and Peter.
had their distinct and varied gifts in unfolding the will of God,
but it was the one Sun, of Righteousness who shone upon them,
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and whose light they reflected for the instruction and salvation of
men.

2. Let us notice, secondly, the fact that the apostle declared
"all" the divine counsel. He did not preach a partial gospel or
keep back any part of the truth that was profitable for his hearers.
He preached the whole truth, whether pleasing to men or not.
Taking the Epistle to the Ephesians as an example, we see that
he spake much concerning redemption as originating in the
sovereign will and love of God the Father, as purchased by the
blood of Jesus Christ the Son, and as applied by the quickening
power of the Holy Ghost. He declared the complete fall of men
as sinners, dead in trespass'es and sins, and salvation as not of
works, but of grace and through faith in Jesus Christ. Be also
strongly inculcated holiness of life and conversation on the part of
believers, and the concluding part of this Epistle dwells largely on
the precepts of practical godliness and of devotedness to Christ
and his service. The apostle was an all-round preacher of the
truth as it is in Jesus. He declared law and gospel, precepts and
promises, the divine order and relations of Church and State, the
first things of grace and godliness here,. and the last things of death,
resurrection, and final judgment hereafter. He preached all the
counsel of God for the destruction of Satan's kingdom, and the
upbuilding and extension of Christ's kingdom in the hearts of
Jews and Gentiles throughout the world. He omitted no truth
that the Lord commissioned him to declare; and the terms of our
commission to-day are in this respect the same as his.

3. The third point we observe is his assertion that he "shunned
not" to perform the important task of declaring" all the counsel
-of God."

The apostle here clearly implies that there were temp~ations

to shun the declaration of the whole counsel. These temptations
chiefly arose from the opposition of men, as we may gather from
the opening sentences of his address. There he states, " I have
been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord with all humility of
mind, and with many tears and temptations, which befell me by
the lying-in-wait of the Jews." The Jews were the most deter
mined enemies of the gospel of Christ, and they pursued Paul
with relentless hatred and opposition in almost every city where he
preacheq the gospel. He loved them as his brethren according
to the flesh, and sought their salvation with intense earnestness,
Thus their opposition was a great and constant trial to his faith.
He would, no doubt, be strongly tempted at times to shun the
odeclaration of those truths that were most unpalatable unto them,
but he was enabled by the grace of God, as a good soldier of
Jesus Christ, to resist this temptation and to preach the whole.
truth, whether they would hear or forbear, orpursue him to death.
The apostle knew also that the doctrines which he preached were
not pleasant to the carnal mind in the Gentiles as well as the
Jews. The Gentiles, no more than others, naturally appreciated
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the law in its spirituality or· the gospel in its grace. " Jesus
Christ, and him crucified," was foolishness to the Greeks as well
as a stumbling-block to the Jews. Righteousness, temperance,
and judgment to come, were not themes that sensual or self-secure
sinners anywhere cared to hear much about. The light of
spiritual truth was apt to sweep away the cob-webs of self.
justification and self-complacency with which they hid themselves
from the eye of a heart-searching God, and they hated the light
because their deeds were evil. Here again was the temptation to
tone down the keen and penetrating truths of God's word, so as
to make his preaching more popular, and as Satan in his subtlety
would also suggest, to secure greater success for the kingdom of
Christ. But the apostle was kept very near to his great Leader
and Commander, the Captain of salvation, and with a divine
courage, he resisted these temptations, and wielded with remark
able vigour" the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God,"
not shunning or shrinking to declare the whole divine counsel.
And the Lord abundantly blessed his ard,uous and self-sacrificing
labours to the salvation of many souls throughout the cities which
he visited. The gospel came "not in word only, but also in
power and in the Holy Ghost and in much assurance." Many
were added to the Church of such as shall be saved.

In the things we have touched upon, the Apostle Paul is a
blessed example to all· to whom the word of salvation is sent,
whether preachers or hearers. We must be brought to accept the
truths of salvation as "the counsel of God," if they are to profit
us for eternity. We have to do, not with the word of man, but
with the Word of the living God, and until sinners are brought to
receive the gospel as a message from heaven to their immortal
souls, they will not savingly benefit by it. And the preacher must
know this, first, for himself, before he can be a proper instrument
for communicating the treasure to others. Many who go out to
preach in the present day treat the Bible as if it were merely the
word of man, and their efforts are not only useless for any
spiritual good, but positively injurious and ruinous to the souls of
men. Again, it is necessary that those who profess to preach the
gospel shun not to declare" all the counsel of God." There are
many temptations in the present time as well as in Paul's, to keep
back part of the truth, and not to declare the whole counsel.
The true gospel of Christ is an unpopular tale in this man-pleasing
and error-loving generation. And many preachers who would fain
be considered thoroughly orthodox have taken to the plan of
paring down the truth so as to suit the carnal tastes of their
hearers. They suppose this is the way they will more easily win
the young to Christ. For example, they enlarge as. little as
possible upon the extent and depth of the Fall and upon the fact
that all are dead in trespasses and sins by nature. They omit
also to show the deep and radical nature of the new birth
which can only take place by the almighty power of the Spirit
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of God, and without which none can see the kingdom of God,
or do any work that is spiritually good. They give the impres
sion to their hearers or readers that the change from darkness
to light and death to life is in some cases only a slight matter
-a mere finishing touch to a character that is already formed.
It is only the grossly immoral person that needs anything like
a thorough renewal. And again, they take care to say as little
as possible about the doctrine of election, or the sovereignty of
God in the salvation of sinners, while the office of the Holy Spirit
in conversion and sanctification is little recognised or insisted
upon. Great stress is laid upon duties, and the creature is
addressed as if he could, with a little assistance, accomplish
everything that is necessary for his own salvation.

Now, we believe that this was one of the ways in which error
entered the visible Church in past times in Scotland. Even good
men, with the object, by the way, of drawing sinners to the gospel,
avoided those doctrines against which the carnal mind rises up
most readily, and preached smooth things to the people. They
did not deny, perhaps, any truth, but they did not preach all the

_counsel of God, or, if they did, they preached some of it in a slip
shod way, and thus a back door was left open for error, which
Satan took speedy advantage of. In this way Arminianism and
worse have got free course throughout the land. In fact, keeping
back part of the truth is one of the devil's most subtle and
successful means for the destruction of souls-a method which he
employs more freely than the promulgation of positive error.
You may listen to many preachers nowadays and you cannot say
they preach positive heresy, and yet you do not hear any saving
truth from their lips. By this means, however, they allow sinners
to sleep on ~n their sins until they awaken in a lost eternity.

May the Lord enable us, who profess to stand for the faith once
delivered to the saints, to declare without respect to the fear or
favour of men "all the counsel of God," and leave results with
the Most High, who has promised to bless His own truth for the
eternal salvation of souls!

Gambling and the Unemployed Question.-There
tan be little doubt that gambling is one of the most serious evils
in connection with the working classes. It is part of that open
godlessness so much encouraged by a certain type of socialists.
Some time ago Mr. John Burns said that Parliament had granted
him £200,000 for the unemployed, but what could this possibly
do in the face of three millions a week which the people them
selves spend on gambllng, betting, and drink? The socialist·
demagogue vainly imagines he has the solution of this great problem
if he had only opportunity to work it out. But it will not be by
atheism that the downtrodden thousands will be raised, and even
,what so-called Christian socialism is too ready to look to the wrong
quarter for deliverance.

- --~------_._---
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:tl Sermon.
By THE REV. D. MACFARLANE, DINGWALL.

Preached to his Congregation in the Free Presbyterian Church
there, on Sabbah, 22nd March, 1908,

(Taken down by a Hearer,)

"But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of
the Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be
exalted above the hills; and people shall flow into it. And many nations
shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
and to the house of the God of J acob; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the

,word of the Lord from Jerusalem."-MlcAH iv, I, 2.

T HE preceding chapter closes with a gloomy view of the
Church. Zion was to be plowed as a field; Jerusalem was

to become heaps; and the mountain of the house as the high
places of the forest. There was to be a desolation; and the
prophet tells the procuring cause of this desolation, namely, the
sins of the people, and the sin of idolatry in particular. The
priests and the princes-the leaders of the people-led them
astray and made them to err. It is observable that in every time
of declension in the Church, the evil begins with the teachers,
whether they be prophets or priests. And as a rule the practice
of the people will be according to the teaching they receive ; and
here the teaching and the practice were sinful. But the Lord
threatened the people for their sins, and He threatened in
particular the leaders of the people. The people were to be
deprived of seers or prophets. "Therefore night shall be unto
you, that ye shall not have a vision: and it shall be dark unto
you, that ye shall not divine: and the sun shall go down over the
prophets, and the day shall be dark over them. Then shall the
seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded: yea, they shall
all cover their lips, for there is no answer of God."

The leaders of the people professed to build up Zion, but it was
in the wrong way-it was by blood, by persecuting to death those
who would not comply with t~eir own corrupt teaching. This is
always the case when there is it great forsaking of the faith, and
those persecuted are God's people. Such are persecuted because
they will not turn from the truth to believe a lie. It is no new
thing. History repeats itself. It was the case in the days of
Micah, and for the sake of these false teachers Zion was to be
plowed, Jerusalem to become heaps, and the mountain of the
house as the high places of the forest.

But is not God to have a Church in the world? Is it to become
extinct? No. Although He punishes people for their sins, and
although the Church is brought low because of them, yet the Lord
will have a Church on the earth. He destroyed the old world,
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and swept off from the face of the earth the workers of iniquity
almost all that generation except eight persons-but He provided
for His Church; He raised up Zion again. The chapter in which
we have our text begins with a "But," indicating that better things
were to take place. In endeavouring to speak from these words,
as the Lord may enable me, I shall direct your attention to three
things :-

I.-The Church as it is spoken of here-as the mountain of the
hOllse of the Lord. '

11.-The promise concerning the Church.
IlL-The means to accomplish the promise.
I.-The Church is spoKen of here under the emblem of a

mountain. You know it was on a mountain that the temple was
built by Solomon-Mount Zion; and not only that, the Old
Testament Church is sometimes called in Scripture a mountain.
The New Testament Church is also so called, as you find the
Apostle Paul saying in Hebrews xii. 18, "For ye are not come
unto the mount that might be touched, .. but ye are come
unto Mount Zion." Now this "term" mountain," as applied to the:
Church of God, is suggestive of several things.

It suggests~ first, to our mind the idea of creation. A mountain
is the work of God. Man can do many things, but he cannot
create a mountain. He cannot create even the least atom of
matter. When you see a house, you know that it was built by
man; but when you see a mountain you say instinctively, within
yourself, "This is the work of God," though there are indeed
many who deny God Himself; and when they see a mountain,
never think of it as the work of God. Well, as a mountain is part
of the creation of God, so is the Church, whether we take the
Church to mean the members of the Church or the outward
organization thereof, the means of grace, and the ordinances of
God's house. We find believers themselves acknowledging this:
"We are his workmanship, created anew in Christ Jesus unto
good works." Believers, then, who are true members of the
Church, are created by God, who created the whole world. Man
cannot change himself in a saving way: that is the work of God.
And God creates theni anew in Christ Jesus by the effectual
working of His Spirit through the Word. Christ ,taught the
necessity of this change to Nicodemus: "Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God." As a mountain is the creation of God, so are the means
of grace and the ordinances of His house. They are not the
invention of man, but they have been divinely appointed, and they
are, we may say, His creation, for before He instituted them they,
had no existence. God gave existence to them, and set them up
in His Church, and such things as have no divine authority-the'
inventions of men-do not belong to the Church of God at all.
People are better without them, and they should have no place in
the worship of God.
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_ The second idea suggested by a mountain is stability and
durability. A mountain is a stable, firm, and lasting thing, and so
we read of" the everlasting hills." Not that any hills are, in the
absolute sense, everlasting; but, relatively, they stand firm and
sure from the creation till this earth shall be destroyed. In the
midst of all the changes that have taken place during past ages,
there is no change on the mountains: Many generations have
passed from time to eternity, but the present generation looks at
the very same mountains and hills that the first generation in the
world saw. The Church, however, is more stable than tbe "ever
lasting hills;" for" the mountains shall depart and the hills shall
be removed," but the Church built on the Rock Christ shall not
be overthrown or removed. The foundation of the Church was
laid in the divine purpose before the foundation of the world, and
it is more durable than the mountains. Notwithstanding all the
efforts made by enemies to throw it off its foundation, the Church
is still in the world, and that is a great wonder; but all the works
of God are works of wonder. Satan and all his hosts are unable
to overthrow the Church of God: "the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it." No man ever thought of going to Ben Wyvis
with the intention of throwing it off its foundations; it would be
madness to think of such a thing, for it -is impossihle; and yet
many try to put their shoulders to the Churc,h of God to over
throw it, but even the gates of hell cannot prevail against it.
This is an encouragement to God's people in all ages: the Church
cannot be overthrown by the power of enemies, however strong
and however numerous they may be. Greater is he that is with
the Church than all they that pe against it. This is as true to-day
as it was in the past, and we ought to derive comfort from it, if
we take upon ourselves the burden of Christ's cause, and we
cannot but take that burden upon us, because God laid it on our
shoulders and we dare not throw it off till He takes it off Himself;
and that may not be long in the case of some. If saved, it would
be better to be taken away from this burden in an evil age. I
was at one time so concerned about the declension of the Church,
and the evils that were coming in upon her, that I was desirous, if
prepared, that God would take me home; but I was rebuked for
that, and was made to see that such a desire was selfish, and arose
from a desire for self-preservation, and not from a desire for His
glory; and from that day I have been endeavouring to say, "Thy
will be done." I would not like to go from the midst of trouble
to the rest of heaven merely to escape my share of the afflictions
of the Church.

Another idea suggested by the term mountain, is visibility.
The Church is a visible institution. Many lesser objects may
escape your view when travelling through the country, but you
c.annot avoid seeing a mountain, if you have eyes tu see. The
Church is like a mountain that rises high and must be seen; and
so Christ says to His disciples that they are li~e a city built upon
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a hill that cannot be hid. The Church m.eans both God's people
and those institutions which he has set up in it. There is a
Church thil,t claims visibility, but it is not like a city set u'pon a
hill, for they do most of their work in secret, and that is a ba<;l
sign. There is nothing in the Church of God that requires to be
hid. Everything in it stands the light of day j and everything in a
Church that cannot stand the light of day belongs to the works of
darkness. Remember this, my friends. For instance, in the
Ritualistic section of the Protestant Church of England there are
seven secret societies, and they try to hide everything ,they do
from the sight of the world, and especially from Protesta,nts.
Why is that? Ah, my friends, it is because they do not belong to
the visible Chun::h of God. The true Church of God can stand
the gaze of enemies as well as of friends j it can stand the light of
day; it has nothing to hide: but a church that has many things
to hide belongs rather to the kingdom of darkness than to the
true Church of God. .

But although a mountain is visible, as a rule, yet sometimes it
is made invisible by mist, and under that cloud of mist it is out of
sight for a time, so that no creature can see it. And so it has
sometimes been with the Church. It has sometimes been covered
from view by the mist of error, and error has its degrees in the
Church just as natural mist has its degrees. .Sometimes only th~

top of the mountain is covered with mist, while the rest of it is
quite visible. At other times the mist may descend half-way down
the mountain. But occasionally you find the entire mountain
covered with mist from top to base, so that it is entirely hid from
view. So it is with the Church. For more than one thousand
years before the glorious Reformation of the sixteenth century the
Church was covered from the very top to the bottom with the mist
of error, and no mist is so injurious and so dangerous as the mist
of error. You may walk many miles in a natural mist and be
nothing the worse for it, but not so in the mi,st of error. It i~

hurtful and destructive to a high degree, an<;l many have lost their
souls in it. During that long period the light of the Bible was
not seen. There was no such thing as family worship, or reading
the Bible, at least in the Church. What, then? Fables ~nd

traditions of the elders, with superstitions of the heathen and
Jewish ceremonies, made up all the teaching given during that
long period to immortal souls. When the Reformers. began to
teach the people ·from the Bible the priests denounced them as
heretics, and charged them with introducing innovations into the
Church. What do you think of such false teachers of the people?
Yet to-day we see foolish people going with the stream-the stream'
that is flowing towards the dark ages again-and there are very
few to warn them. Paul says" Preach the word," and if we do
not preach the, Scriptures to the people, we have nothing else to •
give them; but these priests said that it was the devil'swQrk..tQ
teach the people from the Scriptures, and instead of preaching
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Christ and His atoning sacrifice and forgiveness through His
blood, they sent agents through the different countries of Europe
with indulgences and promises to the people that, if they paid so
much, all their sins would be. forgiven-not only their past sins
but their future sins-and they were promised God would not
punish them! Was it not a fearful thing to be selling such
things ? Well, instead of this the gospel began to be preached j

and as when the wind blows, the mist covering the mountains is
dispelled, so when the Holy Spirit blew upon the Church, through
His own Word, the mist of error vanished away. Ah, my friends,
what a blessing came to the countries of Europe at the Reforma
tion when that mist was dispelled! There is nothing that can
dispel the lie but the truth. Though the mist covered the Church
for so many years, yet the Church was not extinct. There still
was a remnant in France, in Switzerland, and in other parts of the
world. There was a witness for God left on the earth. When the
mist vanishes, the same old mountain appears- again, and so when
the mist of error was dispelled the Church reappeared in all its
beauty.

Alas, that in our own day the mist should be coming down
heavily upon the mountain of the house of the Lord. I am not
going to say much upon this, but is the mist not coming down
when in the Protestant Church of England there are 9,600

" priests" celebrating mass, hearing confession, and teaching all
manner of ROmish doctrines? Again, Mr. Waiter Walsh, author
of "The Secret History of the Oxford Movement," ~ho searched
into the matter, assures us that of the 300 clergymen in the
Scottish Episcopal Church, no fewer than 250* are Romanisers j

and the way he came to know this was that he found their names
as members of Romanising secret societies! The late Bishop of
Argyle and the Isles, who lived at Ballachulish, was a member of
a Romanising society, and yet he pretended to be a Protestant.
The way in which these Ritualists introduce the mass (they do
not call it mass) is a very cunning one. They changed the hour.
of the communion from the evening to the morning, as they knew
people would not be fasting in the evening-and mass must be
celebrated fasting. I have seen myself, in passing through the
country, and even in the Highlands, a placard, " Holy Communion
at 8 o'clock a.m.," placed outside the doors of Scottish Episcopal
Churches. Whenever I see that, I say to myself, "That is
suspicious: I suspect that Church is a Roman Catholic Church:"
and I judge from the way they are going on in England. That is
how they introduced the mass into the English Church. In the
mass they profess to offer up Christ as a sacrifice, not only for the
living, but also for the dead; that is, they profess to bring. the 
dead out of purgatory-but, as there is no such place, they must

• mean hell, and they cannot take them out of hell. Now, I wish

* This was in 1894-
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to impress this upon you, as I may not have the opportunity of
warning you much longer. The intention of the Ritualists is to
have the Protestant Churches united with the Romish Church,
and so to bring these under the Papacy again. That is the aim.
Take warning, my friends, the day may come, and little children
here to-day may see it, if they live to be 40 years of age, or even
less, when people will be put to death if they refuse to burn their
Bibles, or if they refuse to kneel down before the image of the
Virgin Mary to worship her. We are fast hurrying on to this.
The King on the throne encourages it, and the Queen is an
idolatress. She has, we are told, images of the Virgin Mary and
other saints in her room, and once a year, at least, she goes to
make confession to a priest. Ah, my friends, that is what it has
come to. Ah! take warning.

Another idea suggested by a mountain, is height. The mountain
is the highest part of the earth. God, in His infinite wisdom, saw
it proper, in creating the world, that all the earth should not be of
the saIne level. He ordained that some parts of the earth should
be higher than other parts, and so He made hillocks and hills
higher than the plains, and mountains the highest of all. The
Church, then, is the highest and most glorious institution that
God has set up in the world. He has set up kingdoms and other
powers, but the Church is above them all. I do not mean that in
civil matters the Church is hot to obey the civil magistrate, but in
religious matters' the Church is the highest institution in the
1V0rld. The Church and the State have co-ordinate jurisdictions;
the one is not to encroach on the other. The Roman Catholic
Church, so far as they can 'carry that out, say that they are not
subject to the law of the kingdom; that is, if a priest commits any
crime, he claims the right of exemption from punishment. Is not
that extraordinary? Well, that is not the view we Protestants
take of it. If a minister breaks the law of the kingdom, he is to
be dealt with according to the law of the kingdom, and to be
punished. We keep to the rule of God's Word, while those who
claim to be the only true Church do not accept God's Word as
their rule at all.

Well, from the top of the mountain a more extensive view can
be had than from the other parts of the earth. We see yearly a
large number of people visiting the Highlands, who climb the high
hills to get a more extensive view. What views, then, are to be
had from the top of the mountain of the house of the Lord? You
call see upwards, downwards, and around you'-

Looking upwards you can see to the third heaven; you can see
within the vail; you can see God; you can see on His right hand
Christ the Mediator, ever living to make intercession for Hi~

people; you can see the holy angels; you can see the spirits of
just men made perfect. You can see all these from the top of
this mountain; you cannot see them from the plain ground where
the unconverted are. Looking drrdJnwards, how far can you see?



The Free Presb3ltenan .llfagazine.

You can see to the lowest hell. You can, see the old.enemy,
Satan, there; you can see fallen angels there; and you can see
there the spirits of wicked men that died, You can see them
there in hell. John Bunyan had a sight of hell, but you also may
have a sight of hell if you come to the top of the mountain of the
house of the Lord. Then, looking around you, what do you see?
You see the state of the human race in their sinful and lost
condition; "for all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God." It is only in the Church you can see this-in the Church
where God has given us the revelation of His Word. You
remember that David was tempted on a certain occasion to envy
the wicked because of their prosperity, but when he entered the
sanctuary-or, in other words, when he ascended this mountain
he saw that their end was destruction, and then he ceased to envy
them.

These ideas, then, are suggested to us by the term" mountain,"
but as it would keep you too long to take up the other heads, we
must leave them till the evening or some future occasion, if the
Lord will. May God bless His Word!

(To be Continued.)

<tbrist anb tbe ~salms.*

ONE of the' shallowest criticisms ever passed on the Psalms
is that which asserts that Christ is not to be found in them.

That such criticisms sometimes come from the lips of the learned
does not in any degree lessen the shallowness of the criticism.
No one who has read the book of Psalms with the prayer, "Open
thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of thy
law," and carefully studied them, receiving instruction from heaven,
can fail to be deeply moved at the marvellous light they throw on
the work, sufferings, and glory of David's Son and David's Lord.
And apart altogether from the specific Messianic references in
these Psalms, it is not to be forgotten that the deep interest of the
Old Testament lies in the fact that it was preparing the Church of
God for the great event of the Incarnation and the Expiation of
Sin on Calvary's Cross. "It was in this way," says Dr. Robertson
Of Glilsgow, in his Croal Lectures, "that the Old Testament was
the schoolmaster to lead to Christ by quickening in man the sense
Of sin and the desire for renewal; in other words, it is not merely
nor even principally a record of revelation, but a record of the
process of redemption. From this aspect, the points of contact
between the Old and the New Testaments are seen not only to
increase in number but to gain in significance. And so we can
understand how the New Testament writers, to whom this view

* Ps:'111ls in Worship.-Pittsburgh: The United Presbyterian Board of
Publication. 1907'. See previous Articles, vol. xii., pp. 249, :B7, 381.
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was paraniount,:refer so frequently to the Psalms, although there
are fewer direct Messianic references in the Psalms than in the
prophetic Scriptures. It is said that there' are, in, all, two
hundred and eighty-three quotations from the Old Testament in
the New, and that of these a hundred and sixteen are from the
Psalms." And that great saint and eminent divine, J onathan
Edwards, bas home impressive testimony to the doctrinal com
pleteness of the Psalter from a Christian standpoint. " In these
Psalms," he says, "David speaks of the incarnation, life, death,
resurrection, ascension into heaven, satisfaction and intercession
of Christ; His glorious benefits in this life and that which is to
come; His union with the Church; the' blessedness of the Church
in Him; the calling of the Gentiles; the future glory of the
Church, near the end of the world; and the coming of Christ to
final judgment." Failure to see Christ in the Psalms does not
arise from any indefiniteness in the expressions in which they
refer to the Messiah, but is to be traced to the natural blindness
that fails to see Him alike in Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms.
Fortunately, we have quite a voluminous literature on the testi
mony of the Psalms to Christ. There is the able and eloquent
'Bampton Lectures of Archbishop Alexander, entitled, The
Witness of tlte Psalms to Christ and Christianity-a book which,
if it contains some matters which to ·us are objectionable, yet at
the same time presents an exceptionally ableargumenf in defence
of its theme. Then there is Rev. Dr. A. A. Bonar's Christ and
His Church in the Book of Psalms. Dr. Bonar in this work
makes a short comment on each Psalm, and, like Bishop Home
in his Commentary on the Psalms, evidently does not find it a
difficult matter to find abundant references in the Psalms to the
Messiah. And without extending the list we have the two very
instructive and useful papers in the Psalms in Worship, entitled,
"Christ III the Psalms." The first of these papers is written by
President Robert M'Watty Russell, D.D., LL.D, New Wilmington,
Pa., United States; and the other by the Rev. E. S. M'Kitrick,
D. D., Pasadena, Ca., United States. Both these papers are well
wmten and afford not only pleasant, but instructive reading. Dr.
M'Kitrick quotes with fine appropriateness a saying of J onathan
Edwards on the Psalms :-" The main subjects of these songs
were the glorious things of the Gospel, as is evident by the
interpretation that is often put upon them, and the use that 'is
made of them, in the New Testament. For there is no one Book
of the Old Testament that is so often quoted in 'the New as the
book of Psalms. Here Christ is spoken of in multitudes of
songs."

When the Lord Jesus arose from the grave we find Him in the
fulfilment of His prophetic functions as the great Prophet, mighty
in deed and word before God and all the people, instructing His
d!sciples in those things which were written in the law of Moses,
and in the prophets and in the Psalms concerning Him. And in



The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

order that this inst);uction might be beneficial to them He opened
their understanding that they might understand the Scripture.
This is the essential qualification for all those who would under
stand the Scriptures aright, that this great Prophet should open
the eyes of their understanding; and with such a teacher, and eyes
so opened, we too will have to say, "Did not our heart burn
within us while He talked with us by the way and while He
opened to us the Scriptures" (Luke xxiv. 32). From these words
it is evident that failure to see Christ in the Old Testament
Scriptures was owing to blindness, and it is not an uncharitable
conclusion to come to in ascribing to the same cause the failure
in modern times to find Him in the Psalms. It is deeply
significant that when the apostle, in writing to the Hebrews,
wishes to show from the Scriptures the transcendent dignity of the
Person of Christ, that he quotes six of seven passages of Scripture
from the book of Psalms. It is to be borne in mind that this is
done in an Epistle which to a pre-eminent degree deals with
matters that have passed away and given place to a rule and order

-of things that cannot be moved.
Dr. Russell sums up the argument as drawn from the use of

the Psalms in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews in
the following words :-" To prove the relation of Christ to tbe
Father, he quotes Psalm ii. 7, 'Thou art my Son; this day have I
begotten thee;' and again, Psalm lxxxix. 26, 'I will be to him a
Father, and he'shall be to me a Son.' To prove Christ's superiority
to all the angels, he quotes Psalm xcvii. 7, 'And let all tbe
angels of God worship him;' and again, the declaration of
Psalm civ. 4, connected with Psalm. xlv. 6, 7, where it is said that
while God'maketh 'his angels spirits and his ministers a flame of
fire,' He saith of His Son, 'Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and
ever, and the sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy
kingdom.' He shows from the one hundred and second Psalm
that Christ is before all creation, in the words, ' And thou, Lord,
in the beginning, didst lay the foundation of the earth, and the
heavens are the works of thy hands.' That He is to be eternally

. exalt.ed is proven from the one hundred and tenth Psalm, where
God says in reference' to His exaltation, 'Sit thou on my right
hand till I make thine enemies thy footstool.' Again he quotes
the eighth Psalm, describing Cnrist's union with humanity in that
He made Him a little lower than the angels; while again, in the
twenty-second Psalm, he proves that Christ is not ashamed to call
us brethren, 'I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the
midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.' "-(Psalms in
Worship, p. 2 I 8.)

The subject is of such importance that we hope to return to it
in a future issue, and to give proofs of how often the Psalms are
quoted in the New Testament, and how many are the references
in them to Christ and His work.

D. B.
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~be Spiritual J8!=perience of a 'IDutcb
<tbri9tian~

W E have much pleasure in publishing the following striking
letter by an old Dutch Christian, now deceased, an English

translation of which has been kindly sent us by Mr. C. B. Van
Woerden, Holland, a friend who is known to some of our readers.
In this letter Mr. Capelle, the writer, describes various steps of
experience in which the Lord led him on from one degree of
spiritual knowledge to another, and he shows the danger he was
in, at certain stages of his spiritual history, of giving place to a
subtle form of self, and of resting in the benefits of redemption
apart from the God of redemptio\.1-de1ighting in the gifts more
than the Giver. At the same time, we are not to take up from
his remarks, though he is apt at times to give the impression, that
his first experience was not as certainly saving in its nature as his
last. The letter is worthy of study and reflection on the part of
all who are concerned about spiritual things, and while all God's
people may not obtain the enlarged discoveries of Mr. Capelle, yet
they may derive benefit from contemplating his experience, and
observing where the true foundation of their hope and happiness
lies. Mr. Capelle is writing to two friends, a Mr. and Mrs. Van
den Hoven.. The letter, no doubt, suffers by translation, but we
think that most of our discerning readers will not only be ahle to
follow it, but be much interested in its (to us) uncommon
phraseology, which is in several instances very expressive and
suggestive.

MAASLUIS, ruly, 1883.

My DEAR FRIENDS,-A few lines, hoping you may get them,
together in good health, as we may enjoy ourselves by the Lord's
free mercy, as far as He judges necessary for us. My wife is not
worse at present, but to our sight she is a little better again. You
will have probably heard the reason of my writing you, as I passed
your house I don't know how. Having a strong intention to call
to see your wife, I was looking, though under some consideration
(inward difficulty), where your house was, and did not perceive
that I had passed it until I arrived at the station. This led me
to different thoughts. I thought it may be the woman has looked
too much to the straw,*" and expected something particular of it.
And 0 how good is it then to be disappointed in such expecta·
tions, and how great is it, if we may be driven by that to the Lord,
even with guilt and shame. I certainly passed your house in such
meditations. I had called on Cornelius, and was granted to speak
some words over that "eternal weight of glory," and then I
thought, "Now I will, in a few moments, meet the wife of
Manus," and said, "Oh, Lord, if I meet that wife. oh, grant me

* The creature.
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that, I may show her that one thing needful to know Thee-how
Thou needest to be known unto salvation.': 'For I thought, "I •
know this is the one thing needful, as the Uoly Spirit declares it

.in that way-' This is life eternal, that they might know thee, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.'"

And this,. my dear friends, it has pleased the Lord to teach a
little experimentally to me, the most wretched, yea, the blindest,
having' tarried so long in so many ways and by-paths, thinking so
often that I was right. There were several benefits of the Lord
toward me, at the administering of which I was deeply humbled
in the dust. Being perished in soul under the judgment of God,
on account of original and actual sin, the Mediator was revealed
in acquittal of my conscience; the peace of God came down, and
love, joy, and peace entered .my soul. A year afterwards Jesus
was revealed and qeclared to me, with a whole twining-out and
excluding of me·-poor, foolish creature-as given from the
Father for wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.
About three years afterwards I was led into the decree of God in
the never-begun eternity, and was taken up into it and established
with these words: "I am God, even thy God, for ever and ever;
I will be your guide even unto death "--a blessed state of my
souL But, my dear friends, as long as I (self) was out of it, God
was in it; but when that dear Being withdrew a little, I (self)
came into it. I did not look at God, but at the benefits; I
became toe man (proud) before I knew it. I praised the Lord,
but getting nearer light, I saw that my own glory was sitting on
the throne. I grew on the benefits. I was a goud, converted
man. I knew very well-being led back by His gtace to the
forgiveness of my sins-how I had been called; the way the
Mediator had been revealed to me; how I, at the end of the law,
'had put my hand to (signed) my sentence of death, and was
perished under .God's judgment, not only in consent but actually
(in experience); and so on, as I have written you a little here
before. But oh, oh, my dear friends, how I was quite struck with
it when all this turned to my guilt-that I had forsaken the Lord
and had become the man (proud) by it, and had sought and had
my foundation and life in it. What was first brought home to me
was the absence of God (my missing God); then the cause-I had
forsaken the fountain of living waters; and there I lay down
before God in my want, being myself the cause. The Holy
Spirit clears up my way from .Shittim unto Gilgal, and, behold,

. there 1. thought to be saved and to get again into the benefits;
but see, my friends, the Lord takes away (hides) the benefits, as
if I had never enjoyed them. There, there my cry went up; I
missed God; it was my own guilt; I was pained at my very
heart. I cried unto God, "I cannot get through it; heip me, I

. perish." . And there, my dear friends, God reveals again the Lord
Jesus with these -words, " Behold, it is I; behold, it is -I." I am
taken up out of my guilt andplacedbefore the Father; the Father



The Spiritual Experience of a Dutch Christian. 17

accepts again that dear sacrifice, Jesus; again appeased, He speaks
to my soul-Cl My peace I give unto you"; and that peace descends
from the Father by the Son, and the Holy Spirit applies it to my
conscience under a deep sinking away. Then I got this-that I
had "not received the spirit of bondage again to fear, but the
spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father," with the actual
application of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit to the salvation of my soul. 0 what an eternal wonder was
this to my soul! I would never have been able to form an idea
of it or to plan it. 0 what a clear knowledge I got there of that
Triune Being! Ah, I thought again all was finished now, having
done such a step in the way of grace. Oh, my friends, our blind
ness and foolishness are so great; and having lost all by our deep
fall, we think if we have some religion and are able to talk a little
about the Lord, that we are finished, but" this is eternal life, that
they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent." Oh, my dear friends, it would have been hid to
me unto all eternity if it had not pleased the Lord J ehovah to
reveal it unto me, who am less than the least, for now I did not
know anything of the Unity of the Eternal One. But it pleased
the Lord to grant me that favour for His dear Son's sake, when
He led me into eternity and from eternity to the beginning of
time in the state of innocence, where I was in the loins of Adam,
etc., and Adam fell, and I with him, and all the world became
guilty before God. The only Mediator between God and men
revealed Himself, and took me up out of my deep fall, and led me
to His coming into the world, and I was in Him and He in me,
and led me from His manger to His Cross, and from the Cross
and death to the resurrection, and then He applied to my soul
FIis purchased right by His resurrection, and I got a right in Him
to eternal life. This He applied to my soul, and then He
ascended and made me a partaker of His holiness-for I was in
Him and He in me-and He presented me as a chaste virgin to
the Father, who was well pleased with me, saying, "Thou art fair,
my love, thou art fair." And when the Father had revealed that
it seemed good in His sight, the Son offered me to the Father,
and -1 passed from .the Son to the Father, and then united that
Being-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-as the God of oath and
covenant, and I was included in it, and the covenant established,
and God swore, "This is as the waters of Noah unto me, for as I
have sworn, so I swear thee, that the mountains may depart and
the hills be removed, but this covenant of my peace will not be
removed to all eternity." There I-less than the least, dust out
of dust-lost all that was without that dear Being, and I got the
foundation of my salvation in my God. And when this was'
applied to me I got back all the benefits of the covenant as fruits
of the covenant; also my dear Mediator, for our King is given of
the God of Israel.

This all happened vety becoming, under the highest devotion,
2
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silence and wondering, with an actual supporting of my natural
body by His power and grace, unless I would have fainted, having
nothing said or spoken but two times: "Oh, God, I cannot bear
more," and I also cried, "Oh, God, and that to dust from dust! "
Look ye here, my dear friends, I have touched a little upon the
little knowledge given me, poor creature, of that high glorious
Being in the face of the Lord Jesus Christ. But with all, without
denying His grace, I must say I have yet to begin, because I have
still the remaining corruption of my nature. 0 that I was now
always nothing, and that my God was always all for and in me!
For oh, my dear friends, the experience which it pleased the Lord
to give me, who am less than the least, has learned me that, when
we may receive a benefit in which the Lord reveals Himself to
our souls, we have to be takep by the hand, and taught to use
Him so; as it is evident that with every benefit we fall out of it
(we are put aside) and as, after all, the foundation of our eternal
salvation is that dear, unspeakable, unsear~hable, inexhaustible
Triune Being, as God, one in being, three in Persons, after the
household unto salvation, for us poor, hell-and-curse-wortby
sinners. So, it is not our own calling, not our justification, not
our sanctification, not our adoption unto children, but it is God
from whom all those benefits, so indispensable to be known, flow
forth, in and through which that dear Being reveals Himself, in
and through that dear Mediator between God and men, to give
us again, after His free dispensation in and through Jesus Christ,
that knowledge we lost in Adam.

Ob, my dear friends, c0ntrary to my expectation, I have
written you much. Might it be that it pleased my God to use it
as clay between His fingers, if only for one of His dear children.
Oh, my dear friends, a granting has fallen into my soul that I
cannot express it. Oh, might it become more with me and you
God, and God alone, for is not He the Father of lights from
whom every good gift and perfect gift descends? Oh that we
might be granted from him to get and to keep our foundation and
life in Him. He is my and your foundation, if He has called you
from darkness to light, if He has convinced you of sin and
guilt, if He has opened the door of hope for you and in you, that
there is help, that there is counsel, that it is yet possible to be
'healed from your bruisings and putrefying sores, and to get your
touched conscience at peace with God, for that it is where the true
children of God have to do with. Is not that so, that we have to
look well at our way, for some talking of Jesus, some speaking
of sin, some crying "It was so good here, and it was so good
there," without a real need of a drop of balm from J esus' precious
blood in a wounded conscience, that is wherewith thousands shall
perish? And, therefore, my dear friends, I would point out to
you that the one thing needful is "to know Him." Oh, the Lord
give you, not to do as I did, but to have a continual need to
know _Him, the Lord Jesus, as "the way, the truth, and the
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life"; to know the Lord Jesus Christ as the only mediator
between guilty and accused souls and a holy and righteous God;
to learn to know Him in all His beauties,'as He is given from
His Father to the Church. Oh, we can only use Him just as far
as He is revealed to and in us, and in that making use of Him,
we are, and remain steep and deep dependent of the influences of
that dear Spirit. I have also got that to the rejoicing and comfort
of me and you, as far as I, the least and unworthiest, am favoured
a little with that knowledge. When I learned to know the Three
Persons as I wanted them to my salvation-and the Lord defined and
taught me at once that all benefits, from the beginnmg to the end
in our conversion, descend from that one and the same fountain,
being applied from the Father, through the Son, and by the Holy
Spirit-then I cried, "Oh, then .there are no little things," upon
which the Lord brought home to me that the heir, as long as he
is a child, differeth nothing from a servant though he he lord of
all. And also in the last benefit, the Lord Jehovah, who con
tirmed it by an oath, has spoken for all His Zion. Oh, that is as
sure for the least member as God is Himself, but that is at the
side of God, and has to be applied to our comfort. I hope the
Lord will give you grace not to deny what the Lord has done, but
to be granted to look out for to know Him as He needs to' be
known unto salvation.

When I got home, being in solitariness, I got for some moments
a view of the eternal glory in communion with our very dear
friend, now in glory. Now and then I feel the bonds with which
I am bound to her are not broken by death, but there is a union
of that life that is from God; she, in glory, I, still on earth; she,
in her home, I travelling in the desert; she, parted from all that is
not God, I, enveloped with a nature that is in enmity with God;
she, full of all glory and majesty to glorify the Lord, and I, only
now and then, seeing through a glass darkly. My dear friends,
may the Lord grant that we may have much of Him and little of
the world! May He acquaint us with Himself, and give us
peace!

With kindest regards to all the Lord's poor people.
Your very unworthy friend and brother in the Lord,

L. CAPELLE.

The Supreme Authority of Scripture.-When con
troversy that happens, for the right understanding of any place or
sentence of Scripture, or for the reformation of any abuse written
the Kirk of God, we ought not so much to look what men before
us have said or done, as unto that which the Holy Ghost
uniformily speaks within the body of the Scripture, and unto that·
which Christ Jesus Himself did and commanded to be done.
For this is one thin~ universally granted, that the Spirit of God
which is the Spirit of unity is in nothing contrary unto Himself.
Scotch Confession, 1560.
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:tlN)reaaea to tbe ~eople of ~tabeite.

Designed to assist the Labour of Missionaries and other
Instructors of ti,e Ignorant.

By THE LATE REV. JOHN LOVE, D.D.

INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS TO ALL THE MEj\IBERS AND FRIENDS

OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, LONDON.

BRETHREN and Fathers, grace and mercy be multiplied to
you, "from him who is, and who was, and who is to come,

and from the seven Spirits that are before his throne, and from
Jesus Christ, who is the faithfill and true witness, and the first
begotten from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth!"

Standing at the present point of your progress in the missionary
work, I beg leave humbly to congratulate you respecting the
manifest tokens of the presence of the Lord which have hitherto
attended your endeavours; and I heartily rejoice with you in the
opening prospect of some" deliverance being wrought," by your
means, "in the earth," and that in some dark regions of the
world "the Gentiles are now about to come to the light of the
Christian church and kings to the brightness of her rising."

Not to our righteousness, or to the uprightness of our hearts,
but to the tender mercy of our God, and to the ever-breathing
odour of the sacrifice, merit, and intercession of Jesus, are to be
ascribed those gracious impressions on the minds of multitudes,
and those benign providential movements, which have been the
auspicious concomitants of these first attempts. To the same
fountains of blessing must our implGlring eyes be directed when
we consider that the great trials of this work and of the stedfast
ness of our faith and zeal have not yet been experienced.

The Lord of the harvest hath prepared a numerous band of
missionaries, and hath provided the means of their conveyance to
a remote region of the globe. Their faith is of that kind, we trust,
for which Jesus will pray that it fail not, the smoking flax among
them such as He will not permit to be quenched. But they must
pass through the heap of great waters. And where is the Moses
to stretch out his rod over these waters? or the Elijah to smite
them with his mantle, that "the overflowing of the water may
pass by; that the deep, harmless, may utter his voice, and lift up
his acclaiming hands on high?"

When our missionaries stand on heathenish shores, they will
need the faith and patience of him who said, "Though he slay
me, yet will I trust in him." It is easy to speculate, in the shade,
on their arduous situation. But the elevation of faith, the rich
communication of wisdom and power from on high, essential to
their comfort and success, are beyond what most of us are capable
to imagine. I hope the tear of pious brotherly concern will often
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drop from the eyes of the reader, while this little book is in his
hands, to think how it may now be faring with our dear missionary
brethren!

My Br~thren and Fathers will, I trust, candidly regard my
solicitude to serve this important cause by the present publication.
I felt it my duty to make the attempt, hoping to afford assistance
to some of the missionaries in discovering the simplest methods
of conveying scriptural truth to untutored minds. The approba
tion of some friends whose judgment I highly respect encourages
me to send these Addresses with the missionaries, and to present
them to the attention of the world. Perhaps they may assist the
pious endeavours of Christian parents, and may attract the notice
of some who are otherwise averse from the consideration of
heavenly truth. And, in reference to the present mission, the
concern and prayers of its friends may be excited and directed by
a minute and particular exhibition of the leading truths of the
Bible, as accommodated to the ideas of minds just emerging from
the horrid shades of Pagan darkness.

"When the host goeth forth to battle," said the inspired Lawgiver,
"then keep thyself from every wicked thing." That we have put
our hands to such a building will be, I trust, an additional
stimulating motive to rouse us to our great work as Christians at
home. We live in a period of great events, and amidst the
hostile collisions of powerful nations. It the vengeance of the
Almighty shall awake to meet us for our distinguished ingratitude
as a people, and our marked opposition to the spirit of the religion
we profess, then the disasters feared and felt at home may surpass
the trials of faithful missionaries. " In this land of peace, wherein
we have long trusted," the furnace of trial may be kindled. But
though all should move on softly for many years, the tempests of
Divine wrath, in the other world, are infinitely tremendous.
There should be, therefore, in consistency with attempts to save
the heathen, a general travailing in birth among pious ministers
and their people for the salvation of the impenitent multitudes in
this island.

But that I may impress ideas of this kind by an authority more
venerable than my own, I will present to the reader part of a
parochial exhortation, published near half a century ago, by one
who, I doubt not, is now a saint in glory; I mean the late
excellent Dr. Gillies, who flourished many years in the city of
Glasgow, a faithful and successful minister of the Gospel.

His words are these, in a paper entitled, "Lamentation over
Perishing Souls."

"When I think of unconverted persons dropping into hell from
time to time, and others following fast, if infinite mercy prevent·
not, this makes me forget censures. I rather finn myself disposed
to weep and cry out with the Prophet, 'Oh that my head were
waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day
and night for the slain of the daughter of my people! '

- - ------------
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" Miserable souls that are out of Christ, let me lament over you
a little. If you die in this state there will be no further lamenta
tion made for you through eternity.

" Poor aged sinners, your grey hairs are going down with sorrow
to the bottomless pit. And so hard are your hearts,' you have
little or no concern about it. Your thoughts are fixed on a
present world, where you are not to live any long time, and you
have no concern that your souls are to burn for ever in hell.
Poor, old, decrepit creatures, my heart bleeds for you. 0 that the
Lord would pull you back from the brink of that fiery furnace on
which you are tottering!

" And you, young men and young women, alas! in spite of your
beauty, and spirit, and gaiety, if death seizes upon you while
unconverted you also must be cast into the lake of fire. All the
lovely qualities your Creator has bestowed upon you, if you want
grace, will not save you.

"And you, too, who are yet but children, I cannot look upon
you without tenderness. The thought of your damnation is
intolerable.; yet if you die unconverted it must be, though all the
world should cry out against it. Devils and blaspheming men
may dare to blame Divine justice j but justice is always just j 'tis
sin, that cruel monster sin, that throws young children into hell
flames. It first transforms them into devils and makes them
accursed, and then they are sent into that everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels. Woe is me that I can think of this
without tears. Dear young ones, cry to Jesus Christ to save you.
He is a merciful Saviour. 0 I00k to Him and say, Son of God,
save my precious soul from hell. If you cannot pray, will you
weep to HIm? It may be He will hear you. He said, 'Suffer
little children to come to me; forbid them not, for of such is the
kingdom of heaven.' Let me lead you to Christ. If He take you
in His arms and bless you, you shall never go to hell. Lord
Jesus receive them graciously. Are not these the lambs which
Thou hast commanded me to feed? Behold them thou good
Shepherd. I cannot bring them back. Stretch out Thy Almighty
hand and do it, and there shall be joy in heaven. Amen. Lord
hear their request, for Thou hast said, 'It is not the will of thy
Father. that one of thy little ones should perish.'

"And if you who are their parents will not join with me in
prayers and endeavours to keep these dear lambs out of hell, you
are cruel, hellishly cruel. The Lord forgive you and open your eyes!

"When I look back on what I have written, 'tis poor and
meaningless, on such a subject. If I should go away into some
wjlderne~s and weep till death put an end to it, it would be more
suitable. Such multitudes of my own kind-my brothers and my
sisters-going \9 hell, never to getout again! Break, break, hard
heart! Do not think my words strange, you who read these lines,
but' weep with m,e if you are men and not stones. Let all the
creatUres of God who may have any compassion mourn for the
irrecoverable ruin 'of such multitudes of p'oor mankind.



Addresses to tht People of Otaheite.

"0 Thou who didst weep over Jerusalem, Thou alone canst
give us comfort in this overwhelming calamity. We have none to
save us but Thee. Blessings and praises be multiplied upon our
glorious dear, dear Deliverer, without end!

"Heavenly Father, for Thy Son's sake, be pleased to stir up
many diligently to preach Thy kingdom when such multitudes of
souls are. in danger of perishing. 0 pour out Thy Spirit on all
flesh, that our sons and daughters may prophesy. Let the days
come when upon the servants and handmaids Thou wilt pour out
Thy Spirit. Say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep
not back. Bring in all Thy elect. And when that song shall be
sung in Sion, 'Sing, 0 ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it:
Shout, ye lower parts of the earth: Break forth into singing, ye
mountains, 0 forest, and every tree therein: for the Lord hath
redeemed J acob and glorified Himself in Israel!'"

To this valuable extract I will subjoin a single hint relative to
the present mission. From the nature of the work and the great
distance of the field of experiment, accounts of solid success
cannot reasonably be expected for a long time. Having done our
utmost to begin the attempt well, let us follow it up and mature it
by the faith, patience, and prayers of year to come. "Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, 'it abideth alone: but
if it die it bringeth forth much fruit." " Behold the husbandman
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and Bath long patience
for it until he receive the early and latter rain." JOHN LOVE.

Hoxton, London, '-9th July, '1796.

FIRST ADDRESS.

INHABITANTS of this pleasant island of Otaheite, men and women,
fathers, mothers, and children, we look round with gladness on
your smiling countenances; we rejoice to see the sun shining
sweetly upon you, and the earth covered with trees and fruits, and
the sea full of fishes round about you.

We looked at you from far, very far off, in our own country.
We rejoiced to hear that you were so happy, that you lived in so
delicious a garden, that you enjoyed such sweet and plentiful
food, that you were kind to one another, that you were kind to
strangers. Our hearts loved you, we longed to see you, and to meet
with you. The vast ocean rolled between you and us, the great
mountains of waters rising to the skies made us afraid, and the
roaring tempests and thunder of the heavens caused our hearts to
quake. We said-how shall we proceed through so vast a
wilderness of waters and pass some moons without seeing the
solid land!

Jehovah, the great God, who made the land a;.pd the waters;
J ehovah the great God, who created us and who created the
people of Otaheite, said to us, "Go through the great waters to
the people of Otaheite."
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He said, "Hear, 0 heavens, and give ear, 0 earth; I have
made the men and women of Otaheite, but they have not known
Me. I raised up the land out of the midst of the waters that they
might have a place of habitation. I spread abroad the ground,
the shores of the ocean, and the lofty hills. I planted the trees,
and the herbs, and the grass. I made the hogs, and the chickens,
and the beasts of the field. I kindled my great fire in the skies
to warm and enlighten these islands, and I sent the cooling
breezes from the sea to refresh them. I made the men and
women of Otaheite. I said, as the chickens know the person who
feeds them and come round about him, so these men and women
will know Me and will come round about Me; and as the chickens
make a noise when their feeder brings them their food, so the men
and women of Otaheite will speak to .Me, and will thank me for
their enjoyments. They have not done it. I put an immortal
spirit in their breasts, but they have not thought of Me, they have
not prayed to Me, they have not declared My goodness with
singing. I am angry." Jehovah, the great and dreadful God,
said to us, "Go, tell the people of Otaheite I am angry at them
because they have forsaken Me. Go, tell the people of Otaheite
I desire that they may now knnw Me, I wish to love them, I wish
to make them good, I wish to make them happy, I wish to deliver
them from the fears of death, I wish to make them happy when
they are dying and after they are dead."

Inhabitants of Qtaheite, J ehovah, the great God, the King of all
the islands and seas, commanded us His servants to come from
afar off to speak to you that you may be happy. He hath sent us
to tell you the way of being happy. He hath made us happy in
our own country, He hath made us happy in the broad sea, He
makes us happy now while we stand in the midst of you. We
fear not death. Our souls within our bodies enjoy a food sweeter
than that of your trees, and we desire to give you a share of the
food of our souls. Inhabitants of Otaheite, will you hear our
words? Will you come and silently listen while we speak to you,
and take you by the hand and show you the way of becoming
truly good and joyful? Will you sit down when you go away and
think of the great God Jehovah, who made the,se heavens and this
earth? He will love you. And as the sun warms the earth and
makes the birds to sing, so this great God will warm and delight
your souls within you. But as the fire consumes the dried leaf
that falls into it, so will Jehovah consume you if you say we will
not hear His words, we will not listen to His servants, we will not
suffer Him to make us happy.

(To be Continued.)

Correction.-We regret that there were some slight inaccuracies in O\1r
notice of" A Venerable Secession Lady" in last issue. Mrs. Scott died on
the loth (not 1 Ith) December, at the age of 86 (not 87) years. Her father,
John Macleod, was a relative or the late Rev. Roderick Macleod, Snizort, but
the degree of relationship is not exactly known.
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ST. ]UDE'S, GLASGOW.

A BRIEF narrative of the change wrought by the Holy Ghost
in the soul of John Macleod, and of his short journey from

the time of his being savingly changed till he passed into his
everlasting rest, has been given to our readers in the November
issue of this Magazine in 1906. His bereaved brother and sisters,
and another friend who was dear to him, have handed me, some
time ago, a goodly number of his letters. After looking through
them all, and finding that they were truly worthy of being placed
on recbrd, and that they are well calculated to promote godliness,
we have decided to print them in the Free Presbyterz'an Magazz'ne.

"When they are all printed-that is, all of them that we consider
suitable for publication-we will return the MSS. to the proper
parties.

The transcribing of them has been very refreshing to my own
soul, and I pray the readers of them may be revived, refreshed,
and comforted by the perusal of them. N. C.

8th J"me, 1898.

My DEAR --,-It is the desire of my heart and my prayer to
God that you and I would be enabled more and more to die unto
sin and to live unto righteousness, and not only you and I, but all
the Israel of God.

I don't mean to write you a long letter, and while my pen goes
bver these words, may the Holy Spirit guide it so that I will not
hurt my own conscience, or the feelings of my fellow-creatures;
but above all other things, that I might not grieve the Holy
Spirit of God. I thought since I came to this place that I got a
moment that I would desire that He would take me away without
even seeing my friends any more in the flesh. I am not writing
this to any creature, but to one whom I know has had some
experience of the love of Christ. I speak of the love of Christ.
If I am not deceived I have some experience of the love of Christ,
and as the boy said-" If it was a delusion, it was a sweet
delusion." No man could utter the love of Christ to perfection,
for the mind of man is too narrow, so that the symbols of heavenly
things must be borrowed from earth before we" can understand
them. I heard an expression made by -- once in a prayer, and
it is very strange I have not told you of it before, for many a time
it has softened my hard heart. He seemed to be very downcast
in the beginning of his prayer, but he paused for a moment and .
then said, "0 Love of heaven, Thy children seek Thee." Of
course he said it in Gaelic. Oh, to be seeking Him, and to be
His children, that we might grow like Him; as Mr. -- said,
" Everyone is growing like his God."
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Dear --, may we be preparing to die, for die we must; so
that we may not come to the conclusion that Ceazar Rogia came
to in his last moments. He said, "I prepared for evevy thing in
the course of this life but death, and now I must die, though
entirely unprepared for it." Dear --, may we be preparing for
death above 'all other things, as it is written in Job--" But man
dieth, and wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where
is he? "-Yours affectionately, J ORN MACLEOD.

GLASGOW, ISt December, 1899.

My DEAR. -.'-,-1 received your letter just now, and I am
glad to hear that you have arrived safely. I am also grateful to
you for your promptness in writing me. \Ve are all as you saw us
under the good hand of Providence.

How wonderful are the dealings of God with His own people!
How wonderful is the love of God to them-a love wherewith He
loved a people laden with iniquity! He is of purer eyes than to
behold iniquity; and how could you love a person who is so filthy
in your eyes that you could not look upon him? Yet His love to

. them was such that He raised them out of that awful corruption
, in which they were by nature; and not only that, but He gave

them a foretaste of that love in His Word in a day of mercy in
time, which they will not forget throughout an endless eternity.
This is the day in which the Word of God was made sweet to their
taste. In this day they were able to say, ., I in my heart have hid
Thy Word, that I offend not Thee." In that day they were
enabled to put all their hope in His Word, and they were bound
in such a manner to it knowing that it was of a truth His Word.
It would be good for us were we bound to that Word so that it
would be our guide in everything we do-even the least of our
worldly concerns. Now, --, may His Word be your guide in
your journey to other kingdoms. I am not going to enlarge, as I
am afraid you will not get this letter. Indeed, Satan says to me
you will not get it, but I shut his mouth by saying, If not, may it
be blessed to the party that gets it. The love of God is of such a
nature that the soul that gets a taste of it cannot describe his
feelings. " Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God." May this be
your portion until you return, and may He uphold you in His
wonderful love.... Your loving friend, J ORN MACLEOD.

O'eath of Ex-Premier.-Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, the
popular Premier, died on the 22nd April after several weeks' illness.
Sir Henry, during his term of office, made one or two good Protestant
appointments in the Chmch, notably that of the Bishop of New
castle, but his personal example in the matter of Sabbath observance,
and his carrying through the Deceased Wife's Sister Act, were
features of his career far from commendable.
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(tunntas Bttbgbearr
Mu BHEATHA 'N URR. RAIBEART FIUNLASON,

Bha na Mhinisteir do'n Eaglais Shaoir ann 'nEilein Leoghais,
agus ann 'am Bunfhillidh.

LEIS AN URR. 1. MACPHERSAIN, BHA ANN 'N LOCHAI'SE, 1870~

ROIMH-RADH.

T HA'N cuimhneachan goirid a leanas, air a chuir ri cheile le
suil gu'm bi e gu h-araid "taitneach do na naoimh" do'm

b'aithne Mr. Fiunlason, agus d' a luchd-eisdeachd gu coit-chionn.
" Air dha bhi marbh, tha e fathast a' labhairt," Bidhidh iomradh
a's fhearr, agus nis faide air an fhirean, na 's urrain duine air bith
thoirt air. " Air chuimhne gu brath bidhidh am firean."

B'aithne dha-san tha sgriobhadh an Roimh-Radh so, duine bha
fichead bliadhna ann an Eilean Leoghais, ach nach buineadh do 'n
Eilean, agus thubhairt e ris. "Cha chuala mi duine riamh ag
radh ni bu mhiosa na aimn mu Mhr. Fiunlason." Cha b' ioghnadh
sin, do bhrigh nach robh e aca ri 'radh. Is tearc iad aig am bheil
an diu a fhuair beagan ann an Sardis. "Tha beagan ainmean
agad eadhon ann an Sardis, nach do shalaich an eudach." Bha'n
diu sin aig an Teachdaire so, agus ged a tha an saoghal ni's daille
na'n fhamh-thalmhainn d'a thaobh f ein, tha e biorshuileach mar
an iolaire airson an smal a's lugha fhaicinn air diu agus deachdadh
sluaigh Dhe, gidheadh cha d' fhuair e ni air bith a dh' innseadh
e ann an Gat, na chuireadh e an ceill ann an sd.idibh Asceloin, 'n
aghaidh Mhr. Fiunlason.

Bha 'm Marbh-rann tha 's an l~abhran so, air a sgriobhadh, le
Eanruig Mac-na-Ceaird, duine diadhaidh a thainig gu .tric a
Dunbheath gu Bunfhillidh, astar chuig-mile-deug air maduinn na
Sabaid, a dh'eisdeachd an t-soisgeil 0 Mhr. F.

Tha'n t-iomradh a sgriobh Mr. M'Ghrigair aig am bais' Mhr.
F. air eadar-theangachadh le aonta chridheil an Ughdair a sgriobh
e air tus. "

Cha b'abhaist do Mhr. F. a shearmonan a sgriobhadh gu
h-iomlan, tha sinn an dochas gu 'n cum an leughadair suairc so
na chuimhne, 's mar-an-ceudna, gu bheil na searmonan air an
eudar-theangachadh o'n bheurla. ....

's e caraid ann an Steornobha', aig an robh mios air Mr. F. a
b' aobhar gu 'n do chuireadh a chunntas a leanas cuideachd.

's e durachd an sgriobhadair gu 'n dean Ceann uile-ghloirmhor
na h-Eaglais, an leabhran so a bheannachadh dhoibh-san a
leubhas e. 1. M'P.

Lochai'se, ceud mhios na bliadhna 1870.

£.-0 AM OIGE MHR. FIUNLASON, GUS AN D'FHUAIR
E CEAD SEARMONACHADH.

RUGADH Raibeart Fiunlason (na Mac-Fhionnlaidh) 's a bhliadhna
1793, ann Clyth, ann an Sgir Lathuirn, ann an Siorr'achd Ghall-



The Free Presb)Iterian Magazine.

aibh; bhaisteadh e air an t-seachdamh-la-deug do cheud mhios an
earraich, 's a bhliadhna's an d' rugadh e, leis an Urramach lain
Robison, hha aon uair ann am Baile-Bhoid, 's an deigh sin ann an
Ceann-a-ghiusaich. Bha Mr. R. na dhiadhair thug barrachd air
moran na la, ann an tiodhlacan, 's ann an grasan, 's bha e air
aideachadh gu mor leis an Tighearna, 's an fhion-Iios.

" A Mhaighstir Robison na h-aill' !
Bu ghoirt am buille dhuinn do bhas ;
Is iomadh neach do chloinn nan gras,
Rinn sud ro-chraiteach, tlluladach."

-Dr, DOMHNuLLAcH,

Tha e air aithris le dream a dh' fheudar a chreidsin gu 'n
dubhairt Mr. R. ri mathair Rob, an deigh an leanabh a bhaisteadh,
"Thoiribh an aire air an leanabh sin, oir fhuair sibh Samuel 0 'n
Tighearna." 'S an am so, bha athair Mhr. Fhiunlasain, na
mhaighster-sgoile ann an Clyth, ach cuig bliadhna 'n deigh sin,
chaidh e do Dhunbheath. Fhuair ma.thair Rob togail ro churam
ach ann an oilean, agus ann an teagasg an Tighearna. 0 bha i
na leanabh, b'aithne dhi na sgriobtuire naomh. Bha Mr. Guin, a
h-athair na sholus dealrach na la; mar sin, chunnaic Rob, 0 oige
"teagasg Dhe ar Slanuighir air a dheanabh maiseach anns na
h-uile mithibh," agus bha sin na shochair mhor dha. N'uair a bha
e deich hliadhna a dh'aois, b'e a chleachdadh bhi dol ann an
cuideachd athair, 's a mhaithir a chluintinn an t-soisgeul ann an
Berradhail, ann am Braighe-mor, bha aig an am sin, 1\1r.
Macintolsich (a bha na dheigh sin na theachdaire ann an lnnir
sheorsa), a searmonachadh eadar an da. aite sin. Bha tomhais do
dheidh aige Rob, 0 oige bhi 'g eisdeachd an fhocail, agus mhoth
aich e ni eigin coslach ri stri an Spioraid ri anam, 's ghluais so e
gu bhi 'g urnuigh, 's a leuhhadh na Sgriobturean. Ach" mar a
thubhairt e fein, bha e coslach ris na doill.aig darus tigh Lot, a
sglthich iad" fein ag iarraidh. an dams, 's cha b'urrainn dhaibh
fhaotuinn. Bha e fathast aineolach air slighe na slainte. Cha
b' aithne dha cionnus a ghabhadh a Cheist ~lhor fuasgladh, "Ciod
is .coir domh a dheanamh chum gu 'n tearnar mi?" Gniomh
XVI. 30.

Ged a bha e tric air fhiosrachadh le geur mhothuchadh air a
pheachduidhean, cha do mhair sin fada, "bha a mhaitheas mar
neul maidne, agus mar an druchd moch, a shiubhlas air falbh."
Hos, vi. 4.

o laithean oige bha deidh aige bhi na mhinister an t-soisgeul,
agus bu tric a rachadh e mach air feadh nan achuidhean na aonar,
's nuair a thuiteadh e air ait uaigneach, ann an sloe, na ann an
gleann,'thoisicheadh e air searmonacha.dh ri co-thional a ghairm a
Mhac-meamna beothail fhein cuidea,chd, ann am priobadh na 'sul,
thoisicheadh e, le bhi 'g ainmeachadh steidh an teagaisg roinneadh
e an earran, 's cho-chUlreadh e an teagasg ri cho-thional, agus cha
robh dl cainnt scriobturail, no beachdan soisgeulach air.

N'uair a bhidheadh e treis a labhairt thionnd'adh teagasgan beD
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an t·soisgeul air fhein, 0 bhf;UI fhein, mhaothaicheadh so a chridhe,
'us shilleadh e deur gu frasach, agus cho-dhunadh e an t-seirbhis
anns.an fhonn sin. Tha e iongantach na beachdan cudthromach, a
thigeadh ri aghaidh inntin n'uair a bha e labhairt, 's e gu h-iomlan
aineolach orra ann an suidhichean eile. Bha e duilich dha fhein
a bhreithneachadh cionnus it b'urrain dha urrad do dh-aoibhneas
bhi aige, 's do thogail inntin, agus e aig a cheart am na choigreach
air cumhachd na firinn, mar a tha i ann an laimh an Spioraid a .
deanabh a pheacaich deonach gabhail ri Criosd mar a tha e air
a thairgse gu saor 'san t-soisgeul. Cho-dhuin e gu'm buineadh na
nithe so do dh-obair choitchionn an Spioraid, agus mhios e gu'n
robh e {ein aig' an am so coslach ris an neach, a tha an Slanuighear
ag ainmeachadh 's an earran a leanas-"tt\ch esan a fhuair siol
ann an aitibh creagach, is e so an ti a chluioneas am {ocal, agus a
ghabhas e air ball le gairdeachas; gidheadh cha 'n 'eil freumh aige
ann fein, ach fanaidh e re tamuill; agus an uair a thig trioblaid no
geurleanmhuinn air son an fhocail, air baU gheibh e oilbheum."
Mat. xiii. 20, 2 r.

Ach cha' robh a shearmonachadh ris an adhar, 's ris na clachan
gun bhuannachd dha fein, oir thug e dha beachd air aomadh
inntin, agus air na til.1anna a thug an Tighearna dha.

Cha robh e da bhliadhna dheug a dh-aois s'an am so, gidheadh
cha robh e gun eolas: bha aig athair beagan do leabhraichean
luachmhor, agus bha deigh nach bu bheag aig Rob bhi ·leubhadh
na leabhraichean a leanas-" Nadur an Duine, 'na Staid Cheithir-

. 'fillte" le Tomas Boston; "Ainmeanna Chuteach Chriosd," le
p~er-" Slabhraidh oir a Chriosduidh"-" Eachdruidh na Saorsa,"

.'1e ". Edl1ard. - Leabhraichean Bhunain, Uillison, Uincent, agus
Ralph Erskine. Leubh e gu tric na leabhraichean sin, agus cha
do dhi chuimhnich e suim na leubh e, ach leubh e na scriobtuirean
nas bidheanta na aon diugh sin. An uair a leubhadh e mu'n tuil,
's eachdruidh deich plaighean na Eiphit, bhidheadh e air a lionadh
le mor urram do cheartas 's do naomhachd Dhe, ann a bhi
deanabh peanas air a naimhdean, air mhios e gu'n do thoill iad
ceart bhreitheanas De. Agus aig a cheart am bha naimhdeas na
h·inntinn fheolmhor, 's amaideachd do labhairt nan daoine sin, ga
lionadh le ioghnadh, 'nuair a bha iad a treigsin Dhe' tobar nan
uisgeachan beo, chum's gu'n sasaichadh iad an ana-mianna
grainail fein, bha e lan-riaraichte gu'n robh Dia ceart ann a bhi
deanamh dioghaltas orra airson an ceannairc.
. B'e sochair Mc. Fiunlason an soisgeul a chluinntinn air a
shearmonachadh le Mr. Domhnullach (an deigh sin Dr. Dbmh
nullach na Toiseachd) ann an laithibh oige mar Mhinisteir nuair
a bha e a saoithreachadh ann an Berra-dhail. .

Theireadh Mr. Fiunlason an deigh sin, gu'n robh beachd math
aig pobull an Tighearn air Mr. Domhnullach aig an am sin mar
dhuine og a bha gealltanach, ach gu'r ann 'n deigh dha dhol do
Dhuneidean a fhuair a thallanna cleachdadh. 'S ann 'n uair a
bha e air a thoirt ri aghaidh a mhor shluaidh a bha e mar-
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Napbtali-" Is eilid air a leigeadh fuaisgailte Naphtali; bbeir e
focail tbaitneach uaith."· Gen. xlix. 21.

Agus b'e bea.chd Mr. F. gu'n robh an Tigbearna a leigeadh le
talanna agus grasan, a sheirbhisich fhollaisich na ard-uachdaran
achd, luidhe gun chleacbdadh car treis ach na am fhein, 's n'uair
a tha obair aige ri dheanamh, atb-bhaistidh e iad-fhein 'agus an
talanna, air chor 'us gu'm bidh an searmonachadb beothail,
rannsacbail, agus cumhachdach, 's gu'm bi firinn Dhe air a
faireachduin leis an luchd-eisdeachd mar shaighdean geur nan
cridhe, 's mar thoradh air sin, bithidh an' sluagh ro-thoileach ann
an Ul. a chumhachd, agus tuitidh iad fodha, a tabhairt lan
umhlachd dha.

Cha robh Mr. Fiunlason arh gle og 'nuair a bha sgoil air a cuir
air a churam ann an t-Srath-mhor, agus chomhnuich e ann an
teaghlach Mhr. lain Domhnullach ann an Achscoraclett. B'e a
5hochair a bhi 'g eisdeachd gach treas Sabaid, an t-Urramach lain
Munro, duine gradhach, a bha na dheigh sin, na Mhinistir mor
agus diadhaidh ann an Halkirk. Theiridh Mr. F. uime, gu'n robh
e na shearmomich, a bha soisgeulach, agus a labhair 0 fhein
fhiosrachadh, 's aig an robh teagasg a bha lan do strrior. B'
abhaist da dhol d' ~n eaglais an' cuideachd Raibheart Sutherlan,
fior dhuine diadhaidh agus miosail, 's gu'n teagamh bha eisiomplair
.an duine, anabharra luat!hmhor dha. 'Nuair a bha iad a: pillidh
o 'n eaglais air la an Tighearnb'abhaist do'n luchd eisdeachd bha
dolrathad an t-Srath-mhoir, coinneachadh air cnoc, os ceann a
'Cniicdhui' 's an fheasgar, ann sin, thoisicheadh sean Raibeart air
an ceasnachadh mu'n t-searmoin a chual iad; dh'innseadh gach
aon anns a chuideachd, na b-urrain da; air an doigh so, chuireadh
iad ri cheile an searmon, agus dheal)adh e greim daingiann air an
inntinn, 's air an cridhe. Mu'n do dhealaich iad lub iad uile an
:gluin, agus ghairm Raibeart Sutherlan air ainm an Tighearna. Gun
teagamh, bha an cleachdadh' so "maith chum deadh-fhoghluinn."
Eph. iv. 29· "-Agus chum togail suas a cheile." Rom. xiv. 19.
Mo thruaighe! cia tearc iad ann ar la, aig am bheil an t:iartas,
iad jein bhi anns a cbleachdadh so a dol dhachaidh o'n eaglais, 's
mo chreach ! nach tearc iad a'measg luchd-aideachuidh a tha toirt
cothrom do luchdeisdeachd bhi ri naomh-chomhradh a fagail
tigh Dhe!

Cheasnuich Mr. Fiunlason a theaghlach fein agus na seirbhisich
.riaghailteach gach feasgar sabaid gu Ul. a bhais. Agus gun teagamh
·bha e 'n comain R. Shutherlain, agus an eisiomplair a fhuair e air
taobh achnuic, air son a chleachdadh bhuannachdail so na
theaghlach.

An deigh _Achscoralett fhagail, bha e car uine a teagasg na
cloinne ann an teaghlach Mhr. lain Guin bha na thuathanach 'ann
an Dail; bha comas aige bhi 'g eisdeachd searmoineachadh
druighteach Mhr. Munro mar a bha e roimhe so, 's bha mios ro
mhor aig air an t-sochair, agus bha aobhar aige, oir is mor a
chomain f<> 'm bheil Dia a cuir muinntir aig am bheil teachdaire
dileas.



Urr. R. Fiunlason.

B'e cheud chomhairle thug a' martireach Urramach Gillecriosd
Macionmhuinn (Ch. Love) bha 'n Lunain, air a mhnaoi 'sa litir
mu dheireadha sgriobh e ga h-ionnsuidh mu'n do chuireadh gu
bas e. " Buanaich fo eisdeachd theachdairean a tha fallain ann
an teagasg, 'sa rannsaicheas a chogais. O! tha moran mhealltair
ean air adhol a mach do'n t-saoghal, ach is' aithne do chao~aich
Chriosd a ghuth, agus cha lean iad coigreach. Eisd Ministir air
bith, tha teagasg slighe na firinn gu ceart, agus lean comhairle
Sholamh." Gnath xix. 27.

An deigh an ullachadh ghnathaichte, chaidh e mar fhoghlumach,
gu Ard-oil-thigh an Righ, ann an Abereadhain, agus nochd Dr.
lain Tulloch gu sonraichte, caoimhneas nach bu bheag dha. Aig
an am sin bha e na lagh, gu feumadh gach foghlumach dhol air an
t-Sabaid do'n Eaglais a bha 'm Fear-teagaSg fo 'n"o e, a frithealadh.

An deigh frithealadh beagan shabaidean be beachd Mhr.
Fiunlason gu'm bidheadh e na bu bhuanachdaile dha bhi 'g
eisdeachd ann an aite eile. Dh'iarr e, agus thugadh cead -dha le
Ard-Chomhairle, an Ard-thigh-oilean, dhol dh'eisdeachd far am bu
roghnuiche leis. Chur e mios mor air an t-saorsa so, agus bha e
na bheannachd dha. Air ball chaidh e dh'eisdeachd Dr. Kidd a
bha ro ainmeil mar shearmoiniche, bha'n eaglais aige lan 'us a' cur
thairis gach Sabaid, bha moran air an tarruing gu'n teagamh le a
dhoigh neonach, ach bha cuid eile air an taladh le a dhillseaclTd
mar mhinisteir foghainteach a cho-cheangail nuaidh.

Theireadh Mr. Fi.unlason uime-Gu'n robh buadhan inntin ro
fharsuing aige; le greim daingean air teagasgan mor an t-soisgeul,
agus a ghnath a searmoineachadh 0 fhein-fhiosrachadh, 's a cuir
thuige luchd-eisdeachd gu bhi caradh nan teagasgan sin ri'n cridhe,
agus ri'n slighe fein. Aig an am so bha eagal ro mhor air Mr.
Fiunlason mu staid anam' neo-bhasmhor, roimhe so bha agartas
cogais aig, nis agus a ris, ach cha mhaireadh sin fada agus
bhidheadh e an deigh sin, cho michuramach agus a bha e roimh
mu shlainte anama. Bha. nis dearbh·shoilleireachd ro dhruigh
teach aige mu pheacadh, gidheadh cha bu dana leis tighin gu
Criosd, smaoineachadh nach ro coir gu leoir aige teachd gu Criosd
do bhrigh nach robh a mhothuchadh air ole a pheacaidh, agus air
cho peacach 's bha efein, domhain gu leoir; bha e tur aineolach
air nadur creidimh ann an Criosd, agus mar thoradh air sin, bha
e mios gum bitheadh e an-dana dha creidsin ann an Criosd, 's bha
eagal air nach robh e measg an t-seorsa pheacaich a bha air an
cuireadh gu Criosd.

Ann a meadhon an tiugh dhorachadais so, 's elan imcheist, 's
am fagus air toirt thairis ann an eudochas, thuit e air leabhar le
Harvey, ris an abrar Theron agus Aspasio, agus chunnaic e ann
an 'Theron, ejein le a chuid deasboireachd amharusach, agus leubli
e gu tric na bheachdan, fhior fhaireachdain fein.

Bha'n t-Urramach Seumas Harvey, eadhoin an deigh dha bhi
na shearmoiniche, aineolach air fireantachd Dhe, agus ag iarraidh
fhireantachd fhein a chur air chois, 's cha do striochd e' do
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fhireantachd Dhe (Rom. x. 3) gu 's an do thuig e gu'n robh
fhireantachd fhein mar luideaig shalaich. Rinn an t-atharrachadh
a thanig air, comasuch e air seoladh a thoirt do neach a bha dol
troimh na ceumanan troimh an deachaidh e fhein. Bha. mac
meamna neo-ghnathach aig Mr. H. a bha air a naomhachadh le
gras, agus air a shebladh le firinn. Agus ann a bhi mineachadh
na nrinn le samhlachan cha ro a mhac-samhuil fhein aig Mr.
Fiunlason anns a Ghae'ltachd. "Ghnathaich mi cosamhlachdan."
Hos. xii. 10. Bha leabhar Mhr. Harvey na bu taitniche dha na
leabhar duine eile do bhrigh gu'n ro an teagasg air an ro e
feumach air a chuir ann an caint, agus ann an samhla, a bha
freagarrach dha, agus bha an co-chordadh a bha eadar inntin an
Ughdair agus Mhr. F. na mheadhon air an tarruin~ faisg air a
cheile, agus foghlumach toileach a dheanamh do Mhr. Fiunlason
aig casan Mhr. Harvey.

(Ri leantui1l1z')

jprotestant 1Rotes.
Roman Catholicism in Scotland.-It is evident that

Roman Catholics are determined to come out in to the open.
Meetings have been recently held in Edinburgh to which Protestants
were invited. From the newspaper reports, the Synod Hall was
crowded, and lectures were given by prominent clergymen of the
Church of Rome. Permission was given to ask questions, and
advantage was taken of it. The Roman harlot is determined to
seduce the nations if she can.

The Changes in the Control of the "Times."
"Protestants," says Mr. Walsh in the English Churchman, have
reason to take a very great interest in the changes which are
taking place in the control of the Times. These changes have
now been finally sanctioned" by Mr. Justice Warrington. I am
very sorry to add that the Church of Rome has a representative
on the Board of Directors (who number five) in the person of
Mr. Valentine Chirol. His name appears as a Roman Catholic
in the new Catholic Who's Who. At present he is also Director
of the Foreign Department of,tl1e Times.

The Irish University Education Bill.-Mr. Waiter Walsh
in his Protestant Notes in the English Churchman, says :-" No
clearer indication of the course of some of the principal features
of the Irish University Bill could possibly be given than the
universal chorus of approbation accorded to the financial clauses
of the Bill by the Roman Catholic Press. As was noted in
the Editorial Notes of the English Churchman last week, when
the Romish Press agrees its unanimity is wonderful. The loud
swelling chorus of approbation on the present occasion is no
greater than that which greeted the introduction of Mr. Gladstone's
Bill, with what disastrous consequence to his Government history
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records. It may have no less dire results for the present Admini
stration. Meanwhile, a word of praise is due to Mr. Michael F. J.
M'Carthy for his far-sighted and pregnant criticism of a measure
which, as he shows, will fetter the future higher education of lay
Roman Catholics with priestly chains, besides endowing the
Jesuits with an enormous annual income."

1Rotea an~ \tommenta.
New Estimate of Archbishop Leighton.-In Dr. King

Hewison's Covenanters, which has recently appeared, the author is
rather severe on Leighton; certainly his estimate is not the
popular one. Here is how he describes him :-" A passionless, a
miserable invertebrate, whom ill-he9-lth, largely due to his own
habits, kept shivering on the boundary line between what he
styled 'this weary, weary wretched life' and death-a mere reed
piping with every wind over the bog he could not purify." This
criticism is severe, but if it errs on the one side the popular
estimate errs on the other side. Leighton's ecclesiastical career is
the enigma of the stirring Covenant times, though Dr. Butler has
helped to throw much light on his character and career in his
Life and Letters of Robed Leighton.

Hopeful Signs.-In a brief notice of the cheap edition. of
Dr. Orr's Problem of the Old Testament, the Scotsman reviewer
speaks of Dr. Orr's conclusions as "in the main, conservative,"
adding the significant sentence, "they suggest and reflect a
certain reaction against the extreme dogmatism of the Higher
Criticism that is gathering strength every day." It is also of
interest to notice that Dr. Bossuet of Gottingen, at one time a
disciple of Ritschl, in his recent work, What is Religion? has
rejected the favourite higher critical position that the religion of
the Jews was derived from Babylonish sources. The Babylonian
religion he, along with other distinguished scholars, asserts was
purely polytheistic, while that of the Jews was monotheistic from
its very beginning. The favourite epigram of the German critics,
Babe! and Bibel (implying the derivation of the Old Testament
religion from Babylonian sources), is evidently going the way of
many of their theories, to a well-merited and unregretted oblivion.

Modernism in the Protestant Churches.-Under this
title Dr. Herkless recently contributed what we may be allowed to
term an ill-natured article to the Scottish Review. In it he offers
a plea for higher critical methods in the Protestant Churches as in
keepipg with the very genius of Protestantism. Dr. Herkless is
very severe on such writers as Sir Robert Anderson and Dr..
Reiche, and refers to them with unconcealed contempt. He
quotes a famous reply of Knox to Queen Mary :-" My conscience
says not so," said the Queen: "Conscience, madam," replies
Knox, "requires knowledge"; and from Dr. Herkless's disserta
tion on Knox's reply we infer that the question of knowledge is

3
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much more important than that of conscience. He insinuates
that while men who prosecute heretics are strong on the side of
conscience, they are weak on that of learning. Rightly or wrongly,
we have always been under the impression that the question of
conscience does not weigh very heavily on the minds of those who
belong to Dr. Herkless's school. The Professor of Church
History at St. Andrew's might read with advantage O'Conor's
Ethics of Moderate Criticism, from which he may glean that men
with higher critical views who have signed such a well defined
document as the Westminster Confession, have to face a question
of ethics that is much more serious and important than that of
acquiring great stores of erudition.

Cheap Reprints.-In recent times there has been a great
revolution in the issue of cheap books. The ruling powers of
infidelity were quick to recognise the significance of the change
and were not slow in flooding the country with cheap reprints of
an atheistic tendency. Fortunately the new methods of book
pn;)duction have come to the aid of lovers of good literature,
though itis to be acknowledged that among the cheap reprints
issued fiction occupies a very prominent place. Our main
interest, however, in the matter is to call attention to one or two
highly interesting and instructive reprints recently issued for the
small sum of sixpence. These include Life of Dr. John G. Paton,
published by Messrs. Hodder & Stoughton, and Dr. Adolph
Saphir's Christ and the Scriptures. Messrs. Nelson have also
issued recently a sixpenny edition of the Pilgrim's Progress, cloth
bound.

Free Church Ministers and Objections to Admission
of Ministers, etc., Overture.-We have received a letter
per solicitors from Revs. Dr. M'Fadden, Dumbarton, and W. S.
Heron, Partick, complaining of the last paragraph in the criticism
of Free Church proceedings, which appears in the March number,
and assuming among other things, that we suggest that they are
unsound on the infallibility and inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures
and purity of worship. Their assumption is entirely unwarranted.
We took our report from the F. C. Record, in which it was stated
without qualification that Dr. M'Fadden moved, and Mr. Heron
seconded, the disapproval of an "Overture anent Admission of
Ministers and Probationers and Repeal of Diverse Acts of.
Assembly." In order to show the gravity of the Overture, we .
wrote :-" This Overture provides, among other things, that
candidates for admission be believers in the infallibility and
inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures, and in purity of worship
to the exclusion of uninspired hymns and instrumental music;"
and we then added in another sentence, "One would like to
know-and the people of the Free Church ought te know
what are the objections of such men as Dr. M'Fadden and
Mr. Heron to this Overture." We did not insinuate they were
unsound on the points specified, but left absolute room for the
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opinion that their objections to the Overture might bear on some
other points. All that was expressed was a desire for information,
and Dr. M'Fadden and Mr. Heron are altogether too hasty in
their present charges and conclusions. In the letter we have
received they have given us their special objections to the
Overture in q\lestion, and it is only in line with our already
expressed desire that we now publish these objections. They
state that "the questions of the infallibility and inerrancy of the
Holy Scriptures and 'purity of worship-to the exclusion of
uninspired hymns' were not once mentioned in the discussion on
the Overture at the meeting referred to," and that their" objections
were on other grounds altogether and were as follows :-( I) That
they could not conscientiously vote on an Overture the full terms
of which they had not before them, and were not acquainted
with; (2) That the Overture proposed to annul legislation
bearing on the reception of Ministers from other Churches, much
of which had been passed shortly after the Disruption, and the
proposal to annul such legislation seemed to be a high-handed
action; and (3) Because the effect of the Overture would be to
make it impossible for ministers of the Irish Presbyterian Church
men who had been gladly received by the Free Church in the hour
of her need-to enter the Free Church except by application."
These are the objections of Dr. M'Fadden and Mr. Heron, but
whether the attitude expressed in them is fitted to make for the
purity of the present Free Church is another question. Personally
we believe that the Overture under discussion is altogether in the
right direction. It has been approved by all the Presbyteries of
the Church, but there have been dissenting minorities in, at least,
three Presbyteries.

Notice of Death.-We are requested by Mrs. Christina
M'Donald or Clarkson, Gillibrand River, Victoria, to intimate
that her sister, Flora (daughter of the late Angus M'Donald,
Snizort, Skye) died at Glengarry, in the above Colony, on the
25th February. The deceased, who was an invalid for over 20
years, is survived by her husband, who has reached the advanced
age of 85 years. There is also a family to mourn her loss.

Decline of Fiction Reading at Edinburgh Public
Li brary.-Treasurer Harrison, presiding at a meeting of the
Edinburgh Public Library Committee, called attention to the
annual report given in by the Librarian, Dr. Hew Morrison, c.c.
Turning to the lending department, he said there had been a
great falling off in the libraries, taking them as a whole. Last
year they distributed for home reading from their six different
libraries over 944,000 volumes; this year they had fallen off
nearly 1oo,ooo-from 944,000 to 847,000, which was a tremendous
falling off. They would find that the big falling off had been in the
reading of fiction and the reading of children's books. The
reading of fiction had fallen from 599,000 in 1906 to 538,000 in
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1907, a falling off of 10 per cent. The falling off in the reading
of juvenile literature had been from 186,000 in 1906 to 162,000
in 1907. This decline in the amount of home reading was very
remarkable. He was not going to attempt to explain it-it was to
a certain extent explained by the great number of cheap novels
which were now published, but he did not think that was a
sufficient explanation. He showed from statistics that the number
of novels published in the United Kingdom had fallen off very
much this year too. One can only hope that the decrease
will continue, for it is one of the worst features of the Carnegie
Libraries that they make it so easy for vast multitudes to indulge
in works of fiction to the neglect of the more serious and edifying
works in literature and the sciences.

<tburcb 1Rotes.
Communions.-Oban and Kames, 1St Sabbath of May;

Edinburgh, 2nd; Bonar and Coigach, 1st Sabbath of June;
Dornoch, 3rd. We are requested to state that the services at
Bonar will (D.V.) be conducted in the Drill Hall, not in the open
air.

The Southern Presbytery-Protest against King
and Queen at Mass.-The following resolution has been
forwarded to the Secretary for Scotland for presentation to His
Majesty King Edward :-" This Presbytery observes with alarm
and distress that on the 8th day of February, 1908, His Majesty
King Edward VII., his Illustrious Consort, Queen Alexandra,
the Prince of Wales, Heir Apparent to the Throne, the Princess

I of Wales, and other members of the Royal Family, as well as
several members of the Government, attended a Mass for the
Dead at St. James's Roman Catholic Church, Spanish Place,
London, and desires to enter its strong and earnest protest against
such violation of solemn Protestant engagements on the part of
the Rulers of this Realm. The Presbytery would respectfully
point out that, while it was open to His Majesty to express the
deepest sympathy with the Royal House of Portugal in their sore
grief, it was a violation both of the spirit and terms of his
Coronation and Accession Oaths, by which His Majesty enjoys
possession of the Crown, to countenance with his official presence
the services of the Church of Rome, which he has solemnly
promised to have no fellowship with, and whose rites he bas
expressly condemned in these Oaths as superstitious and idolatrous.

"The Presbytery would finally call the attention of King and
subjects to the serious import of the following statements from
Act of Parliament, 1689, which is fundamental in the constitution
of this realm :-' All and every person, and persons that is, are, or
shall be reconciled to, or shall hold communion with the See or
Church of Rome, shall be excluded, and be forever incapable to
inherit, possess, or enjoy the Crown and Government of this
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Realm, and the people of these Realms shall be, and are, hereby
absolved of their allegiance.' "

Call to Stornoway.-The Rev. Neil Macintyre, Glendale,
has accepted a Call from the Stornoway congregation, signed by
840 persons. The induction has been fixed (D.V.) for Wednesday,
the 17th June.

The Western Presbytery and Railway Sabbath Traffic.
-The following Minute, adopted by the Western Presbytery, was
forwarded to the Chairman of the Highland Railway Company for
presentation to the Court of Directors :-

"The Presbytery deeply regrets the alarrning extent to which
Sabbath desecration had been carried on during the last fishing
season at Kyle-of-Lochalsh railway station in connection with the
fish traffic. Cargoes of fish were unsllipped and despatched by
train to the southern markets on the Lord's Day, apparently
without the shadow of a regard to the divine command-' Remem
ber the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy.' The Presbytery views with
much astoJ.1ishment and profound sorrow that, in a country so long
distinguished for its love to the Bible and its observance of the
Lord's Day, the divine institution, the sacred character, and the
universal and perpetual obligation to observe the Sabbath should
now be so disregarded as to be almtlst an unknown institution at
this railway terminus. As Kyle-of-Lochalsh lies within the bounds
of this Presbytery, the Presbytery feel in duty bound to humbly
appeal to the Directors of the Highland Railway Company to
discontinue operations that undeniably are a woeful profanation of
the sacred Day; and they agreed to respectfully point out the
following reasons why the Sabbath work carried on at Kyle-of
Lochalsh railway station should be discontinued :-

(1) The work is contrary to the laws of God in His Word
which declare that the observance of the Lord's Day has
invariably been attended by prosperity, while Sabbath profanation
invariably and inevitably brings down the judgments of God on
nations and individuals. (2) The work is in contravention of laws
that are still on the Statute book of this realm, and have not fallen
into desuetude. (3) It is not a work of necessity, inasmuch as no
herrings are at any time forwarded to market without a sprinkling
of salt sufficient to keep them from deterioration for some days.
(4) It cannot be attended with the blessing of God, who, as the
Universal Governor, can in His sovereign way vindicate His law
and show His displeasure at its transgressors. Thus one calamity
might in a moment swallow up the profits of many years; and it
is in the keeping of His commands there is great reward. (5) It
deeply wounds the feelings of the Christian community, and if
persisted in it will inevitably have a sadly demoralising effect upon
many. (6) It is unjust and harassing to the servants of the
Company. Those of them whose conscientious scruples do not
prevent them from working are deprived of the rest of the seventh
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day and its sacred privileges; while in the case of those whose
conscientious convictions will not suffer them to work on the
Lord's Day, their services are often summarily dispensed with,
although in other respects they are most loyal and faithful
servants."

Services in London.-We have pleasure in stating that the
services conducted by the Rev:Neil Cameron, SI. J ude's, on 29th
March, at Cl'mference Hall, Eccleston Street, London, S.W., were
well attended, abollt 70 being present at the Gaelic in the fore·
noon, and 140 at the English in the evening. Since then the ser
vices have been chiefly conducted by Mr. Thos. Cameron, student.
Rev. J. R. Mackay, M.A., Inverness, preached in the Hall on
Sabbath evening, 12th April, and there was a good attendance.
It is arranged that the Rev. Ewen Macqueen, Dornoch, will (D. v.)
conduct the services on Sabbaths, 26th April and 3rd May
Gaelic at 3.30 p.m. each day, English at T I a.m. and 7 p.m. Mr.
Macqueen will also preach on Wednesday evening, 29th April.
Friends who have only recently attended these services, will oblige
by forwarding. their names and addresses to the Hon: Secretary,
William Grant, 22 Winifred Grove, Clapham Common, London,
S.W. Note the Hall address-Conference Hall, Eccleston Street,
Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.

Legacy for Jewish and Foreign Missions.-We are
pleased to state that the executors of the estate of the late
Mr. Archibald Hutchinson, Geelong, Australia, have forwarded
the legacy left by Mr. Hutchinson for "The Jewish and Foreign
Missions of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland," amounting
to £59 IOS. Id., and receipt of same has been acknowledged by
our Treasurer at Inverness. Mr. Hutchinson, we learn, was an
elder in the Free Church, Geelong, which adheres to the (illd
paths in doctrine and worship,

Acknowledgment.-The Rev. Neil Cameron begs gratefully
to acknowledge £1 received for SI. J ude's Sustentation Fund
from F. B., Avonmouth.

Ube .IDaga31ne.
Note to Subscribers.-We respectfully remind subscribers

that April was the end of the Magazine year, and that payments
for past and future will now much oblige-all to be sent to Rev.
J.. S. Sinclair, 248 Kenmure Street, Pollokshields, Glasgow.

Subscriptions Received for Magazine.-Miss Fraser, Wad.;:, North
Tyne, 2/6; D. Grant, Bridge of Orchy, 2/6; Mrs. W. Miller, Castletown,
2/6; IvI. Beaton, Hallin, Skye, 4/6; D. Bethune, Tarbert, Harris, 6/; J.
M'Leod, Mount Florida, 8/5~; C"ptain Nisbet, WiIlowbank Cres., Glasgow,
5f; W. Menzies, Ailsa Craig, On,"rio, 75 cents; Mrs. Campbell, Kilcraig,
Kilcrego-an, 2/6; D. M'Rae, Fishcllrer, and lIlrs. D. M'Rae, Craigard House,
Kyle, lh; J. M'Innes, P.O. Buildir.gs, Broadford, 3/0'1;,; J. B. Gillies, Fitch
burg, California, D.S.A., 6/2; ~liss Coltart, 2 Royal Crescent, Glasgow, 7/6;
Friend, near Grantown·on-Spey, 5/; Miss C. Mackintosh, Shieldaig Lodge,

--------- -
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the late Rev. J. R.
Glasgow: Pickeri ng

Gairloch. 2/6; \Al. M'Gil1ivray, Stores, Gorthlick, £1 I IS.; A. Hruce, Wick,
£2 OS. 6d.; Miss M. M'Askill, Culkein, Stoer, 2"6; A. Graham, Achnamara,
hy Lochgilphead, 2/6; J. M'Donald, 1'.0., Fochabers, 2/6; J. Mackay,
Missionary, PortmalYJmack, 2/6; Nurse J. M'Gregor. Chester, 2/6; Mrs.
Henderson, "vVcsterdale, Caithness, 2/6; J. M'Rae, Plumas, Manitoba, 4/;
Mrs. M'Lennan, Applecross, 2'6; Miss K. M'Donald, Arden, Dumharton,
2/6; Miss K. M'Leod, South Lodge, Ayr, 2/6; J. M'Kenzie, Udrigle,
Aulthea, 14/; J. Ross, Kimberley, Fearn, 2/6; J. Mnrray, Scotscalder, Thurso,
2/6; D. A. M'Corquodale, Paisley, sir Angus Beaton, Rona, Grimsay, 2/6 ;
Miss A. Fraser, Balgie, Shieldaig, 2/6; :VIiss F. Kerr, Skelmorlie, 2/6; Mrs.
H. Kerr, Clashmore, Lochinver, 2/6; Miss J. Glark, Polwarth Gardens,
Edinhurgh, 2/6; J. M. Stevenson, Ardrishaig, 6/6; D. 1\1 'Lean, Watford,
Ontario, 2/6; G. Angus, 'Wester, Dunnet, 2/6; D. Shaw, Gourock, 2/6; A.
R Finlayson, Lochalsh, Ont., 5/6; Miss M'Kinnon, 21 Park Ter., Glasgow,
2/6; J. M'Leod, Bridge .End, Lairg, £1 8s.; Mrs. Sangster, Kingussie, 2/6;
Miss Morrison, Galashlels, 2/6; J. Leitch, Toward Point, 2/6; Mrs. Connell,
Stirling, 2/6; Miss A. Fraser, Kelvinside, 2/6; J. Mackay, Achnashal1ach,
Ross, 2/6; Mrs. Crowe, Barrock Lodge, London, S. W., 2/6; Miss 13.
M'Donald, Buccleuch Street, Glasgow, 2/6; Mrs. H. Catlanach, Kingussie,
5/; Miss J. 1\1'Kenzie, Shielc1aig, 2/6; R. M'Lennan, Corric Farm, Ullapool,
2/6; Miss C. M'Lean,Kelvinside, '2/6; D. Forbes, South Clunes, Beauly,
2/6·-donation, 2/6; J. Parker, Bridge·of-Allan, 7/6; N. M'Rae, Achiltibuie,
sf; Mrs. \V. Kelso, Corrie, Arran, 2/6; L. A. l<oss, Foindle House, vVinni·
peg, sf; John Gillies, Ardue, Applecross, 2/6;' G. M'Alpine, Ronalcl Street,
Glasgow, 2/6; A. Stewart, Loch Arkaig, 2/6; A. M'Lean and D. Gillies,
Ardineaskan, Lochcarron, 2/6 each; J. i\l'Lean, Greenock, 13/10; Miss M.
M'Donalcl, Overnewton Square, Glasgow, 2/6; C. Gillies, Lochgilphead, 2/6 ;
Miss C. Matheson, Bonar, 18/2; "vV. Macl"ay, Dumbarton, 5/; Miss A. B.
M'Kenzie, Weston-Super-1Vfare, 5/; J. Mackay, Thurso, 2/6; D. Sutherland,
London, S.W., 12/6; W. Rnss, Ballater, 2/6; C. M'Kissack, Mains of
Alves, Forres, 2/6; J. Souter, Runnmerry, Alves, 2/6; P. M'Leoc1, Staffin,
POl'tree, I6f; Miss Munro, Uig, Pm·tree, 2/6; J. Mackay, Clashfern, Scourie,
5/; J. Adamson, IIelmsdale, 2/9~; M. M'Dougall, Tarbert, Lochfyne, 2/6;
Mrs. Stirling, Pollokshaws Road, 2/6; J. Shaw, Glenfeshie, Kingussie, 2/6;
D. Ross, Tain, 18/; Mrs. Sutherland, [{oss Avenue, Winnipeg, 5/.

(iVotice of a number of Subscriptio1lS is held ove,· till next mOllth.)

'.lLtterar~ 1Rotice.
History of the Jews: A Lecture by

Anderson, of Kirkfield Parish Church, 1838.
& Inglis. Price Sixpence.

Delivered seventy years ago, this lecture by an honoured divine
is full of interest ~nd solemn instruction for the present day. The
Jew is a standing miracle. His history in the Bible stands out as
a warning beacon to the nations of the earth, but a memorial of
Divine goodness and mercy. At different times the Hebrews
seemed ready to disappear from the page of history, and yet they
experienced a national resurrection. The lecture brings vividly
before us their varied experiences from "Moses to the Captivity
in Babylon" running "parallei with the stream of Divine prophecy."
Plague after plague crushes the power of Pharaoh. The gods of
Egypt are "utterly' impotent to save themselves or their wor
shippers." By the memorable transactions at Sinai the Israelites
are nationally recognised as the people of God. In the fourth
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generation, as foretold to Abraham, they enter Canaan when "the
iniquity of the Amorites" is full. The sword of Israel is used to
destroy the notoriously guilty nations, and the scoffings of infidelity
are shown to be unreasonable in overlookinll; the crimes that
necessitated such condign punishment. What national woes
followed the neglect to carry out completely the Divine
Commission!

The second period of Israel's history extends from the settlement
in Canaan to the building of Solomon's temple. For centuries
they are compassed about with songs of mercy or of judgment.
In the elevation of David to the throne of the kingdom "we see
a fulfilment of the prophecy that the tribe of Judah should have
the dominion." In the prosperity, power, and dominion which
followed there is "a lively picture of the greatness which should
belong to the spiritual reign of Messiah, the Prince." Many
prophecies become history in the reign of Solomon over the·
kingdoms from the Euphrates unto the border of Egypt.

The third period ends in the Babylonish Captivity. Idolatry,
the clinging curse of centuries, brings about the ruin of Church
and State. Interesting paragraphs in the lecture refer to the
" seeds of future calamity" sown in the sin of Solomon; to the
separation of the tribe of Judah and God's faithfulness "in pre
serving the family of David on the throne of Judah," and in raising
up from time to time reformIng kings and faithful prophets in
contrast with the constant changes in the succession to the Crown
of the Ten Tribes and their continued apostasy. Our author
winds up with an appeal to his audience" to extend to the House
of Israel our compassionate regard, and to pray and labour for
their conversion and future restoration, when Jerusalem shall no
longer be "trodden down of the Gentiles." God hath not" cast
away His people." It seems reasonable to believe that after the
ingathering of "the dispersed of Israel," Jewish converts may be
the foremost missionaries of the world, and that the wealth of
Jewish bankers may be employed for the extension of the gospel
to the ends of the earth.

The Editor of this new edition supplies an excellent introduction
of three pages, bringing out forcibly how full of instruction the
history of Israel is to the Britain of to-day. "We, like Israel of
old, were once a people in covenant with God-we are not so
now.... The course of defections which led up to the passing
of the (R.) Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829, has continued in
increasing volume and force since that time. The carved work of
our noble Constitution in Church and State has been quite broken
down." Interesting remarks follow in regard to the varied and
deplorable activities of Romanism, and the down grade in our
Protestant Churches. The lecture deserves a wide circulation,
and is calculated to deepen the interest of devout readers in the
Hebrew Church as the Mother Church of Christendom.

Resolis. R. M'D.
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