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AN AMERICAN DISASTER AND ITS LESSONS.

EVERY now and then the Press conveys the news of some
-.J startling event that is fitted to awaken reflection in the

minds of Church and world, but seldom has there been reported
a more terrible or pathetic disaster than that which took place at
Boyertown, Pennsylvania, D.S.A., on the evening of the 13th
January. The circumstances of the calamity appear to us of such
a peculiar nature that we think they call for some special notice,
and afford an opportunity of pressing home some solemn facts in
regard to the unwholesome character of many modern Church
activities.

The history of the present incident is briefly told as follows :
The children of a Lutheran Church at Boyertown had gathered,
under the conduct of thei, parents and friends, in the Rhodes
Opera House, with the purpose of witnessing a play, entitled,
"The Scottish Reformation," performed by a number of their
fellow Sabbath school pupils. The second part of the play had
just been reached, and a number, of pictures were to be shown on
a cinematograph, when a gas tank in connection with this machine
in the rear of the building burst. This occurrence alarmed the
people at the back, who rushed forward towards the stage, and in
the excitement one of the children on the stage accidentally
overturned one of the oil lamps used as footlights, and instantly
the front of the stage went on fire. The scenes which followed
were dreadful beyond description. A frenzy of fear took posses
sion of the audience, and a terrible stampede was made for the
doors, but the stairways got speedily choked, and numbers of
women and children were literally crushed to death, while many
people who remained behind in the auditorium were burnt by the
flames from the burning stage. Police and firemen came to the
rescue, but after all was done, it is stated that 167 persons-mostly
women' and children-were burned or trampled to death, while
about 100 were injured, many of whom are not expected to live.
It is reported that a number of those killed belonged to the most
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prominent families of the town. The town numbers about 2,500

inhabitants, and it is said that few families have escaped injury,
while, in many cases, several members of one family have lost
their lives. Truly, the disaster was a great one for this little
community. God's hand has been stretched out upon it in a
way never-to-be-forgotten, and it would be well if the inhabitants
thereof would learn wisdom in a manner and in a degree in which
they have never learned it before. " The Lord's voice crieth unto
the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the
rod, and who hath appointed it." The voice, we believe, is to
other cities besides, and has lessons for the modern Churches,
which they would do well to lay to heart.

The first thing that strikes us as remarkable in this painful
story is the peculiar character of the performance at which these
people were present-a stage play by Sabbath school pupils. Mr.
Archibald Brown, of London, wrote some years ago about" The
Devil's Mission of Amusement" among the Churches, and truly
Satan's mission has been very successful indeed when the Church
has become the patron of the theatre, and when Sabbath schools
are devoted to the training of youthful actors. We defy anyone
to prove that this is the way to instruct the young in the principles
of Christianity. No; but it is the way to train them up in the
shams and hypocrisies of an empty profession-more delusive than
open ungodliness.

The second thing to be observed is hardly less astonishing than
the first, namely, that the subject of the play was" The Scottish
Reformation." We can hardly imagine anything more incongru
ous. If ever there was an event which in its spirit and principles
was opposed to the theatre root and branch, it was the Scottish
Reformation. The work of our Reforming ancestors was no
stage-play business, but most sober, serious, solemn work carried
on in the light of eternity, and having in view the everlasting
welfare of men's souls. Truly, it has been left to the unsanctified
ingenuity of our all-too-fast American friends to form a union
b~tween the stage and the Scottish Reformation. Though the
Lutheran Reformation was not quite so thorough as the Scottish,
it seems unworthy of the children of Luther, that man of truth and
reality, to make a play of Reformation work. "The leaders of the
people cause them to err," and such performances will only bring
forth evil fruit. The natural senses of young and old may be
impressed for a short time: they may even imagine that they are
more in sympathy than they were hefore with the spirit of the
Reformers, when all the while the mind and heart are really
untouched, and Satan is rejoicing behind the scenes how well he
can befool and delude the professed followers of Christ.

A third thing that falls to be noticed is that when the terrible
cry of fire got up, the stage-play Christianity and bravery soon
showed its hollowness, and disappeared in smoke. We desire to
touch tenderly upon this point, as we do not know how the most
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,;olid Christians might behave in such alarming circumstances,
unless sustained by the special grace of God. But one thing we
-are sure of is, that a theatrical religion will do little for people
when they are suddenly brought face to face with death and
eternity. If they have nothing more then than imitation
Christianity, they will only show the depravity and cruelty of the
human heart in all its selfishness. Nothing will change our
natures but the saving grace of God, and nothing will preserve
from the power of remaining indwelling sin, even in true
believers, but the same grace. We are entirely ignorant of the
meaning of true religion if the theatre or opera house is one of
the places in which God has promised to keep the feet of His'
saints.

Since this disaster has happened in Boyertown the complaint'
is made that the Rhodes Opera House was faulty in construction,
and that the exits were not sufficiently ample for the safe and
rapid outflow of a large audience, especially in a state of panic.
We trust that the terrible calamity has given rise, by the blessing
of God, to more serious enquiries than this, enquiries as to the
nature of the Christianity that provides for and enjoy. such
entertainments. But certain it is, that the godlessness which
-characterises so much the American continent stamps itself
even upon their material handiworks. Everything must be done
as cheaply and quickly as possible. Cheapness and taste are more
valuable than worth and safety, while the pleasure-seeker shuts
out as far as possible the very thought of danger, living, as he
does, in a dream of unbroken happiness and success. Faulty
-construction is also alleged as the cause of a recent similar disaster
at Barnsley, England, whereby thirteen children lost their lives.

It .is our earnest prayer that this voice of God may awaken
-reflection and concern in the minds of many who mix religion and
frivolity, and try to make the Church and world walk hand in
hand. Let us solemnly be assured of this, that if our Christianity
is only a counterfeit imitation, the end will be fire, and that not a
temporary blaze which will burn only the body, but an everlasting
flame that will torment both soul and body in hell, where "the
worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched." May the Lord in
His infinite mercy awaken dead souls who are asleep on the brink
of destruction to flee from the wrath to come to the Lord
Jesus Christ, the one hiding place from the storm and covert from
·the tempest-the one Saviour of the lost!

The Golden Chain of Providence.-The golden chain of
Providence is let down from the throne of the Supreme, through
all the ranks of animated and of unanimated nature, guiding and
governing every individual spirit, and every individual atom, by
such means, and in such a manner, as best comport with the
dignity, the efficacy, the wisdom, and the love of Him Who holds
the chain, and Who has implicated every link.-Toplady.
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B Sermon.
By THE LATE REV. ALEXANDER GUNN, WATTEN, CAITHNESS.

Preached in June, 1890.
(Taken down by a Hearer.)

"This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly,"
that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good
works. These things are good and profitable nnto men."-TITUs iii. 8.

THIS epistle to Titus differs from most of Paul's epistles in
this, that it dwells more upon the practical duties of the

Christian life than upon Christian doctrine. Paul usually lays
down first the foundation of gospel doctrine in his epistles, and
then makes application of it, showing what the effects of it ought
to be in the life and conversation of believers. This epistle to
Titus is mostly practical, except a few verses in the middle of the
passage I have read. Now, we may account for this by the
circumstances of the case. Titus was the minister of the Christian
Church in the island of Crete, lately gathered from among the
heathen population of that island. Now, the people of Crete had
a very bad character; i"ndeed, so much so that their name had
become a proverb for wickedness. They were "evil beasts, slow"
bellies," and this witness, Paul says, is true. They were noted for
falsehood, treachery, drunkenness, bloody cruelty, and a hClst of
other evils. And, indeed, the island of Crete has the same
character to this day. Although a great part of the population,
consists of Greeks of the Greek Church, they still maintain a bad
character among their neighbours for rebelliousness and cruelty..
And hence the Christian Church being newly gathered here, it
was needful that the new converts should be instructed in the"
practical duties of the Christian life. This was the purpose of this
epistle written to Titus.

Paul exhorts Titus in this epistle-in this chapter-to teach.
them obedience to lawful authority" the authority of their
magistrates. He exhorts him to teach them the duty of meek
ness and kindness towards all men-the very opposite of their
naturally fierce and untame spirit-and you will see that he urges
this upon Christians by the mercy and kindness that they had
received from God. They who were once no better than the rude
heathen around them, had received great mercy from God when
He opened their eyes and gave them the Christian faith. And
therefore he urges them to show mercy and kindness unto alL
others for the Lord's sake, saying, "For we ourselves also were
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one
another. But after that the kindness and love of God, our'
Saviour, toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness-
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which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost,"
and all Christians have to say the same thing-CC which he shed on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ, our Saviour j that, being
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the
hope of eternal life." He thus bids Titus to exhort them, by the
mercies of God, to walk in a Christian spirit toward all men.

Now, there are several things to be noticed in these verses.
I.-In the first place, in these verses (from the fourth down to

the seventh) the apostle gives a summary of the gospel way of
. salvation-the way by which sinners are made partakers of eternal

life.
(I) He shows, first, that the author of salvation is God the

Father, and He is therefore called here" God our Saviour." This
must refer to the Father, because it is also said, in the seventh
verse, that He shed the Holy Ghost "through Jesus Christ our
Saviour." The Father is the fountain of all being and the fountain
of all blessing. Paul says in another place, "There is one God,
even the Father, of whom are all things, and we by him." And
again he says, in 2 Cor. iv., "All things are of God,"-all things
that are in the new creation as well as all things that are in the
old. The Father is the author of all things, and Jesus Christ is
the executor of the Father's will, both in the old and new creation.
" All things were made by him, and without him was not anything
made that was made." God the Father is here called "our
Saviour," and His kindness appears in the acting of Jesus Christ,
who is the beginning and the ending-the Alpha and Omega-of
all things. He is the Father of Christ, and in Him He is the
Father of all mercy and the Father of all believers. Well, that is
the first truth contained in the passage.

(2) The next truth set before us-and remember this is the sum
of the gospel which Paul calls to mind as what ought to influence
the Grecian believers in leading a quiet, peaceful, Christian life
is that the kindness and love of God the Father toward men is the
original moving cau~e of salvation-the love of God independent
of anything else. There was in them, by nature, everything that
should alienate God from them, but this love of His surmounted
all obstacles. It was sovereign, free, everlasting j the moving, the
original, cause of their salvation, when they had destroyed them
selves and when they were ready to perish eternally. When there
was no eye to pity and no hand to help them, He looked on them
in pity and in love. He said, "When I passed by thee and saw
thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee when thou
wast in thy blood, Live, . . . behold thy time was the time of
love." His justice demanded destruction j His mercy pleaded for
salvation. And this is the case in regard to every sinner. The
justice of God cries aloud, 0 sinner, for your destruction, and if
God was strict to mark iniquity, you could not stand. It's of
God's mercy that you are not cast into outer darkne'ss. His
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justice cried aloud for their destruction; His mercy pleaded for
their salvation. The Lord's mercy pleads for sinners, as in the
case of Israel of old, when He said, by Hosea, the prophet, " How
shall I give thee up, Ephraim? How shall I deliver thee, Israel?"
His heart was turned within Him. And 0, how unwilling is He
to destroy the sinner! With what longsuffering He bears with
them, if so be they will repent and turn to Him that they may be
saved. "All day long have I stretched forth my hands to a
disobedient and gainsaying people." But" how shall I give thee
up, Ephraim?" "As I live, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked should turn
and live." His mercy and kindness are free and sovereign. There
is nothing in the creature to merit mercy, and indeed it would
seem, to man's limited reason, that nothing could intervene
between justice and him. But the wisdom of God knew how to
reconcile justice and mercy. Mercy and truth are met together,
righteousness and peace embrace each other, in the cross of
Christ. All the attributes of Cod are thereby glorified. The
mercy of God is glorified in that His anger is turned away from
them. The infinite wisdom of God reconciles justice and mercy
in salvation, and therefore He can say without injury to His
justice, "Deliver from going down to the pit; I have found a
ransom." This is one of the leading fundamental doctrines of the
gospel.

(3) Further, this reconciliation was made by the obedience and
death of the Lord Jesus. That was the only channel by which
the Father's mercy could reach a perishing world, and therefore
Christ is called the mercy promised of the Father-the mercy in
whom are all mercies comprehended, "the seed of the woman"
who was to" bruise the head of the serpent." Now, this kindness
and love of God appeared to the world in the coming of Christ.
It was no doubt foreshadowed by many rites and ceremonies, and
foretold by many prophets, but it appeared to the world in reality
in the coming of Christ, and it is now revealed unto all who have
the gospel in the Word of truth-the only hope of the sinner.
The sovereign mercy and kindness of God is the original cause of
their salvation, and the instrumental means ordained by God for
that end is the gospel.

This love .nd mercy of God, apprehended by faith, has power
to change the nature of the sinner. It is the love of God with
power that constrains the heart to love the Lord. This has power
to change the whole current of the soul; to make him hate what
he loves by nature, and to love what he hates; to turn the heart
of stone into a heart of flesh; to subdue the rebellious will, and
to make the sinner hunger and thirst after righteousness and after
the Word of God. "As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk
of the word, that ye may grow thereby; if so be ye have tasted
that the Lord is gracious." That is just to apprehend by faith the
kindness and love of God in sending His only-begotten Son to die
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for them in their room. This has power to make the sinner
willing to be saved in God's way, and saved that he may be to the
glory of God and may renounce all glorying in himself.

Now, Paul here excludes all works by men as a means of
salvation. " Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy he saved us." This is the deadly
error that men are ready to fall into-substituting their own
righteousness for Christ's. This is the great error by which the
Jewish nation fell. "Israel, which followed after the law of
righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness.
Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were
by the works of the law." They stumbled at the sufferings of
Christ. They said, "He saved others, but himself he cannot
save." "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy." All the steps of their salvation from
first to last come from God's mercy and kindness and love in
Christ. Their election is from His mercy; their effectual calling
is from His mercy; their justification and sanctification, and
glorification at last, are all from His mercy.

(4) The next doctrine that is contained in this passage is that
the application of the salvation that is in Christ unto the souls of
men, is by the regeneration or renewing of the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Spirit is the executor of Christ's will and testament.
It is He who applies salvation unto the soul. All merit in the
sinner is excluded by the merit of Christ, and all power in the
sinner is excluded by the power of the Holy Ghost. There is no
power of man at work in their regeneration, as there was no power
of man at work in their redemption. It is the power of the Holy
Ghost alone that applies this redemption to the soul. They are
saved by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the
Holy Ghost. Man has nothing to glory of. "By grace are ye
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God." And what is the end of all we are also told. It is "that
being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to
the hope of eternal life." That is the end of the whole.

Now, it is by this gospel of salvation-these doctrines we have
been considering -that the love of God, manifested in the work
of Christ, is applied unto the soul by the faith which is of the
operation of the Spirit. It is of these doctrines that Paul says in
the eighth verse-" This is a faithful saying, and these things I
will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in
God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are
good and profitable unto men." The literal meaning of the word
here rendered "saying" is "messenger." "This is a faithful
messenger." These are the foundation truths oCthe gospel. This
is the true doctrine of Christianity, taught by Christ Himself and
by His Spirit to the apostles-the very truth of God. It came
from heaven, and it leads to heaven the soul that receives it by
faith, and by it alone can sinners find rest to their souls. The
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apostle exhorts Titus to preach these doctrines-first, of the love
of God as the foundation of all salvation; of the death of Christ
as the channel of regeneration; and of the Holy Spirit as the only
agent by whom salvation is applied unto the soul.

II.-" These things I will that thou affirm constantly." Why
did he insist so much upon the preaching of these doctrines? It
was because the apostle foresaw that times were coming when
these doctrines would be denied and opposed by many; and
therefore he would have Titus-and not only Titus, but every
minister of the gospel-to preach these doctrines, and to do so
" constantly."

Now, these doctrines are opposed through the love of sin and
the love of the world that run by nature in men's hearts, leading
them to rebel against God's authority, and to follow their own
deceitful lusts. The gospel warns men to abstain from all evil,
and to crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts, but men are
so wedded to their own sins that they will not obey these
commands. They trample them under their feet and oppose
them by the pride of their hearts-the pride whereby they think
they are wiser than God-and they refuse His truth and embrace
the devil's error, like our first father, Adam, and fall as he did.
God said, "In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely
die." The devil said they would not, but would be as gods, and
they believed the devil. They rejected God's truth and embraced
the devil's error, and, in consequence, they died: the threatened
judgment came upon them. And this is just what men do to this
day; and especially, the Apostle Peter tells us, that in the last
days there shall come seducers and false teachers, who shall bring
in damnable heresies. And they not only reject the truth of these
coming events that are prophesied, but they reject the saving
doctrines of the Word, and especiaily these fundamental doctrines
that the apostle mentions in these four verses, and which he
desires might be constantly affirmed. "Let them be the burden
of your exhortation," he says. These leading doctrines are the
doctrines which we see impugned all over the world at the present
day-in our own land as well as elsewhere.

Now, we may learn a few important truths here.
(I) Seeing that the gospel is the revelation from God, and that

God is the God of truth, who cannot lie, surely it should be held
fast and firm constantly by. all who love the truth. The word
" constantly" has a wide meaning in the Greek; it not only
signifies here "constantly," but also "confidently," "strongly,"
"positively." "These things 1 will that thou affirm positively."
That was the way in which Paul preached the gospel. He did
not speak doubtfully about these doctrines, and express them in
ambiguous terms. He says in another place, "Though we or an
angel from heaven preach any ot,her gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed." Paul
himself was an example of what he exhorted Titus to do. He
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constantly asserted the doctrines of grace. The doctrines that are
contained in these verses he asserted at all times, for they are the
fundamental doctrines of Christianity. And we might also include
that of man's misery-the sin and misery of man and God's mercy
in Christ-Christ's divinity and Christ's atoning sacrifice-which
all, through grace, are applied to the heart of the sinner by the
work of the Holy Spirit, whereby he obtains a sure hope of the
inheritance of eternal life. All these doctrines are in these
passages. "This is a faithful messenger, and these things I will
that thou affirm constantly."

It is dishonouring to God and to the gospel if these things are
not affirmed constantly and strongly, whether men like them or
not, or whether they be agreeable to the spirit of the age or not.
In Paul's time there was great opposition to the gospel of Christ,
and so it has been in every age, and it is strongly in our own
time. But this only made the apostle the more resolute in
declaring the truth. The more it was opposed, the more resolute
he became. He was just like David when he said, "They have
made void thy law, therefore I love thy precepts above gold."
When the Word of God is depreciated by the world then it is the
more precious to those who love it. "This is a faithful saying," a
faithful" messenger," and surely it is the messenger's business to
deliver, constantly and positively, whatever message God has sent·
by him. It is not a message from man but from God, and he
must therefore faithfully deliver the message of God. "Speak the
words that I command thee." This was the great rule with
Moses-" according to all that the Lord commanded him," so he
did; and Moses could not have higher praise than that" he was
faithful in all his house as a servant." But Christ was faithful" as
a son over his own house."

(2) Now, the doctrine here is this, that the faithful preaching of
the gospel is the true foundation of Christian practice. Paul
would have Titus affirm constantly the doctrines' of grace and
salvation, salvation by the sovereign mercy of God through the
work of Christ, and the regenerating work of the Spirit, in order
that" they who have believed in God might be careful to maintain
good works." God's kindness and love is the great motive-power
for making sinners love Him. Paul shows them all the kindness
that God had done for them in providing for their salvation, and
now he says: :' Put them in mind of this kindness of God, that
they may be careful to maintain good works, that they may say,
What shall I render to the Lord for all His mercies towards me? "
The doctrine implied in it is, that good principles are the roots of
good practices. Christ says, " Make the tree good," and his fruit
shall then be good. A bad tree cannot bring forth good fruit,
neither can a good tree bring forth corrupt fruit. Every tree is
known by its fruit. Well, these gospel principles, truly received
into the heart, will bring forth a holy life, but unsound doctrines
will bring forth an unholy life; that necessarily follows. " Men do
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not gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles." We may be
assured that the man whose faith is not sound gospel faith,
receiving and resting upon the gospel of God's grace, is far from
Christ. The man who embraces these doctrines will bring forth
good fruit, but in him who rejects them we look for nothing but
an unholy life, whether seen of men or not, and this the Word tells
plainly: "The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
world."

Now, the grace of the gospel acts upon the whole life of man,
his personal life, his social life among his neighbours, his religious
life, and all his acts of worship. It will influence his mind in
giving a right direction to his strongest motives, towards himself,
towards his neighbour, and towards God. And this is set before
us so clearly that he who runs may read, and that a child may
understand it. The gospel contains the rules that the Holy
Spirit gives for the leading of a Christian life, and provides the
strongest motives to do so. All other motives appeal to man as
a short-lived creature of time, but the gospel appeals to him as an
immortal who shall live throughout eternity. It appeals to the
heart by the love of Christ. Paul says, "The love of Christ
constraineth us." It appeals to the heart by the hope of glory.
"Everyone that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as
he is pure." He that hath the hope of eternal glory will be
labouring to purify his heart and life, in order that he may be
made meet for that glory. And the gospel aJso appeals to him by
the fear of the great day of judgment, as the apostle says: "Seeing
ye look for such things, what manner of persons ought ye to be
in all holy conversation and godliness."

Apart from the gospel a man has no such motives to live a holy
life. The motives he has apart from the gospel are-to make the
most he can of this present life; to eat and drink, just like the
rich man who said, "Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many
years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry"; or like him who
saith, "I shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of
mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst." They have no higher
motives than to make the most of their short time, for they have
no hope beyond it. The motives that the gospel brings are
towards the enjoyment of eternal life. It will be altogether in
vain, therefore, to say to the worldly man, "0, be good, be holy"
-altogether in vain until the gospel enters into his heart. There
fore says the apostle, "These things teach and exhort; these great
truths I am speaking of are good and profitable unto men." That
is, they are good for enlightening them, for renewing them, for
sanctifying them, for leading their affections to the things that are
above, and for purifying their life on earth.

Then there are some other things mentioned in the ninth verse.
"But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions,
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and strivings about the law, for they are unprofitable and vain."
They are unprofitable; they will have no effect in converting his
soul or sanctifying his life, and it does not matter whether these
speculations are true or not, because they will have no effect upon
the heart.

These doctrines of grace are the only things in the universe that
will have a saving effect on man's life. And it is the strong love
of God in all that He has done in the work of salvation that
constrains the soul to love God.

(3) Now, there is another doctrine in this passage. The trial
of men's faith is their practice. " These things I will that thou
affirm constantly "-and what is the end of it? "That they which
have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works."
In them who have no faith you need not look for good works, but
from them who have it, you may expect such. This is the general
doctrine of the passage, that the proof of men's faith is the
practice; and this is what Christ means when He says: "By their
fruits ye shall know them;" and what James says: "Faith without
works is dead;" and what the apostle says here: "Be careful to
maintain good works." The fruits of faith are to subdue the
heart, and to keep the commandments of God, or, in other words,
to lead a holy life, to lead the life of Christ, who went about
continually doing good. We may say, then, that all those works
that are done from the love of Christ are good works. If we only
give a halfpenny to a beggar, or a cup of cold water, in the name
of Christ, it is a good work. If you act as a faithful servant to
your master, your believing, hearing, and obeying in that capacity
are all good works, and are accepted of Him. Everything that
you do or can do from the love of Christ is a good work, not
merely the acts of religion, but works in all other lawful capacities.
You may see these, if you turn to Titus, second chapter: "But
speak thou the things which become sound doctrine; that the
aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in
patience. The aged women, likewise, that they be in behaviour
as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine,
teachers of good things; that they may teach the young women to
be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, to be
discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own
husbands; that the Word of God be not blasphemed. Young
men likewise exhort to be soberminded. In all things showing
thyself a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing uncorruption,
gravity, sincerity, sound speech that cannot be condemned; that
he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil
thing to say of you." These are the good works. Men would
think little of any of them, but they are precious in God's sight.
When they come from the right motive, when they come from
reverence for His authority and His Word, and from the influence
of the love of God in Christ, the man who does them shows his
faith by his works.
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It is a great reproach when worldly men go beyond professing
Christians in some of these things; when worldly men, for example,
are more charitable to some benevolent object than they are. It
is a reproach to the cause of Christ when worldly men can say to
professing Christians, "Thou hast faith and I have works; show
me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by
my works." This is a reproach that the world takes up against
the work of Christ. It has sometimes a great handle of this "kind
against the Church of Christ.

(4) Therefore we may say, in the last place, that it is a great
and indispensable duty of all Christians to" be careful to maintain
good works," and to make it a special business. It is their duty
to hold fast the doctrines of grace, and to hold frequent meditation
upon them, as they are the root and spring of all good works
the great love and kindness of God in the gift of Christ, the love
of Christ in giving Himself to be an offering and sacrifice, and the
great love of the Holy Spirit in condescending to come and deal
with them and to make application to their souls of the redemption
that is in Christ. This is the spring of good works-a living faith
in God's gospel truths, frequent meditation upon them, and a
constant resolution, by the grace of God, to work according to
these doctrines.

Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of God, and who
meditates thereon day and night; "he shall be like a tree planted
by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season;
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper." 0, what mercies follow upon a living faith and a holy
life! Such men shall lack no good thing. He shall make all
things work together for their good. Goodness and mercy shall
follow them all the days of their life, and they shall" dwell in the
house of the Lord for ever."

1bar"eat ~bankagt"tng $erPlcea at IDtngwaIl.
REV. D. MACFARLANE ON MODERN METHODS OF

WORSHIP.

T HURSDAY, 5th December, was observed as Harvest Thanks
giving Day by the Presbyterian Churches in Dingwall. In

the Free Presbyterian Church, Rev. D. Macfarlane, pastor of the
congregation, officiated at the three diets of worship.

In the evening he took for his text Psalm cvii. 22. After
discoursing on the object of thanksgiving, the reasons for it, the
duty of it, and the manner in which that duty should be performed,
he found fault with congregations that held the thanksgiving for'
the harvest on Sabbath instead of on a week-day, which evinced
a spirit of worldliness and ingratitude to the Lord for His goodness
in providence. He also deplored the fact that the signs of God's
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displeasure in the wet weather which prevailed during the reaping
time, instead of leading them to repentance, had a hardening
effect upon some of the farmers, insomuch that harvest work was
performed on the Sabbath day. He observed from the Press that
in the neighbourhood of Tain a suggestion was brought before a
kirk-session that the usual Fast Day should be dispensed with, in
order that harvesting operations might not be impeded, but this
was opposed (to their credit be it said) by two of the members,
who themselves were farmers. There were others whose mode of
celebrating Harvest Thanksgiving Day was to hold an "At
Home," to feast, to play, and dance, instead of praising God for
the fruits of the earth. That was a heathenish way of celebrating
the thanksgiving, but it was a very common way, especially among
those who, from their rank in society, were called "the upper
class." Mr. Macfarlane also made reference to the strange
manner in which thanksgiving services were conducted in some
congregations, not only of the Episcopal Church, but also of the
so-called Presbyterian Churches. They brought flowers, fruit, and
corn to their places of worship-he could not call it the house of
God-and they employed either human or water-power to make
the organ give expression to a song of praise, which had, it was to
be feared, as much root and sincerity in that lifeless instrument as
it had in the hearts of the worshippers. He denounced the action
of the Town Council of Dingwall in granting the town's water
supply for such base purposes, thus prostituting the mercies of
God to idolatry, and bringing, in a manner, the sin of this evil to
the door of every ratepayer in the burgh.

The mongrel religion of these Ritualists consisted of a mixture
of Jewish ceremonies and heathenish superstitious rites. Musical
instruments in the worship of God belonged to a typical dispensa
tion which had passed away nearly 2000 years ago, so that those
who used them now were really about 2000 years behind the age.
In this-twentieth-century they considered themselves men of
progress, but all intelligent men who read their Bibles and Church
history would see that the movement was a retrogressive and not
a progressive one. Anyone observing the mode of worship
practised in many churches, even in some Presbyterian Churches,
would be apt to think that he lived in Old Testament times, that
the Messiah had not yet come, that the New Testament dispensa
tion was a thing of the future. The" men of progress" were
2000 years behind the times. He, in the name of God, called
upon them to return to the simplicity of the Gospel, to leave
behind them the observation of the ceremonial law, which Christ,
at His atoning death, nailed to the Cross (Col. ii. 14) and buried
in His grave, never to have a resurrection-while He Himself rose
victoriously to die no more for ever. Let them begin by faith in
Christ, the starting-point, to run the Christian race according to
the rule of the New Testament Scripture, and then they might be
expected to make progress ID the right direction. "Turn ye,
turn ye, for why will ye die? "-North Star.
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\tbe memoirs or Spiritual JEJ:erciaes of
JElisabetb 'UUlest.

(WRITTEN BY HER OWN HAND.)

(Continued from page 346.)

I WAS, at another occasion, at Newbottle, where, on Saturday's
night, I got a sweet while in the field betwixt the Lord and

my soul. At this time I had a great many weights on me, a
weary body of sin and death, the sin that doth so easily beset
me, and other things also.

On the Sabbath there seemed to be a very good frame both on
ministers and people, but I remained very discouraged. At
afternoon Mr. John Flint preached on these words, Psalm iv. 8,
"I will lay me down in peace;" where he spoke to the sweet
repose believers had with Christ at all times, though in trouble
and distress. But that which was most distressing to me was, he
spoke to some that were sorely distressed for the indignity that
was done to a covenanted work of reformation in this late
transaction betwixt the two nations, fearing that the Lord would
leave His Church altogether. "Be not afraid," said he, "it is
confirmed again and again that th,e Lord will have a Church in
Scotland while sun and moon endure; and though the wicked
world would lift up their horns to push the Church, yet God hath
his eight principal men to defend it, and fray them." This was
life and marrow to my bones, for though I got nothing particularly
for myself, yet I was content of the sweet soul-refreshing tidings.

At this time the family where I was serving were resolved to go
and dwell with their family at York, for which I was very much
perplexed, and could have wished the contrary; but this was like
the Union, for nothing could hinder it, though it was told them it
was not for their profit. They would heartily have taken me with
them, but I absolutely refused, no terms would persuade me to
this; for though I loved the family, yet I loved not the place and
people where they were going; for I was resolved to take my lot
in Scotland, poor and despised as it was.

This place I left about the end of May. Providence ordered
my lot to be in the east country, at Gilmerton. The first Sabbath
I was there the Sacrament was given at Tyningham, and I went
there, but found not what I would have been at. Yet, glory to
the Mediator, I was not altogether deserted, though nothing in
particular, during my abode in this place. I think it my duty to
record the Lord's way with me. As for my own case, I was
extraordinarily assaulted with temptations of divers sorts) which I
cannot mention, only I saw that unbelief and atheism were at the
bottom of all. 0, what reason have I to wonder at and admire

,the goodness of God, in this especially, that gospel ordinances
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were sweet and refreshing to me on the Sabbath days by His
servant, Mr. Thomas Findlay! And though he was not my
parish minister, and though with some difficulty I got to hear him
at Prestonhall Kirk, yet at my return I always thought my travel
well wared, having still matter of praise put in my mouth. And
when providence ordered that I must go elsewhere, I found it was
a lost Sabbath to me in the public, for which cause I most
frequently went to Preston, he being on the sweet Psalm xxiii.,
"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want." It is impossible
for me to record what I met with in these sermons-only this, I
sensibly felt God's voice speaking to me by His servant; yet
notwithstanding of this I was sorely distressed in secret duties.
Sometimes I could hardly breathe there but sinful and unholy
thoughts. I was, indeed, sorely pushed' by the enemy;' but, glory
to God, on Sabbath days I ordinarily got a crumb.

There was one in particular, when he was on these words, " He
maketh me to lie down in green pastures." In this sermon I felt
much of a present God, making me not only to hear, but to apply
it with comfort and delight. On the back of this I was strongly
haunted that there was some sore trial biding me, that would try
me to purpose; and as I was enabled, I cried to the Lord to be
supported in and win safely through the same without grieving
God and offending the generation. I was in great fears what this
trial was to be. I thought, What if I be left to be a reproach to
the Lord's way? I thought on many things what it might be, but
at last it broke forth in a strong and fearful temptation to misbelieve
all that ever the Lord did to me. I was extraordinarily haunted
with atheistical and blasphemous suggestions, which made me cry
to the Lord for help, but I got no sensible return; I rather grew
worse-I was as one forsaken, and left to the will of the enemy of
my salvation, and that which the enemy built his temptation on
was because the promises were so contradicted by providences.
I thought that there was no reconciling of them, and my spirit was
on the rack on several considerations. I ordinarily resorted to the
fields, and there roared over my atheistical and blasphemous
thoughts; and that because I was in trouble, and could get no
delivery, my corruptions grew on my hand, and the sin that so
easily beset me, of which the Lord had promised mea delivery;
but instead of this I grew worse and worse, and no appearance of
any out-gate. There were three things I compared to my case,
which were very applicable to me at this time. First, To a woman
travailing with child, having a great many pangs, everyone of
them as if she were just now to be delivered, and yet bringing
forth nothing but words. Second, I compared myself to a ship on
the sea, tossed with wind and storm. Sometimes maybe they
will see the shore, and think, Now we will win to land and get rest
from the' billows. Then presently comes a contrary wind, and
blows them off from all sight of landing. 0 then, how is their
trouble incr~ased! Third, I compare myself to a bird pursued by
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the glede or hawk. The poor bird comes to a bush, thinking to
find shelter there, but the pursuer comes and chases it out, so that
it can find no rest, being hurried from place to place. And so was
I; for I thought when storms were over I would get rest, but
these were but vain thoughts, for my trials increased visibly, and
there were none I could commit my mind to, for I saw it was to
no purpose.

I cannot forbear to record what length I came in this sad
distemper! I could wish I were a beacon, for others to be aware
of such desperate courses this day. I was sorely put to by the
enemy to misbelieve, and being at dinner I was observed not to
eat. I passed this over with some excuse; but 0, how long did
I think to win out from all company! And it was almost
impossible for me to conceal and hide my trouble; I was like to
burst out in the place where I sat. I was like water seeking a
vent, and must have it as soon as possible. I went to my wonted
place in the fields, where I belched out with my mouth the very
venom of hell against God and His ways, as if they were neither
just nor equal, and that He was loading me with burdens I was
not able to bear, neither would He remove them; and though He
promised to be with me in trouble, yet now I am in the greatest
of troubles alone, and can find no help. And in that very spot of
ground I resolved to give over religion and to believe no more,
for it was impossible for me to reconcile the promises and the
providences. Yea, I thought, though an angel from heaven
would come and speak to me, I could not believe. Only the God
of heaven knows what a mad, distracted fit I was in. When I had
burst out my heart in these hellish provocations and God-provoking
expressions, I thought I was the most miserable creature in the
creation, and thought I am now undone for ever. And as I was
walking up and down the place, as one in a distemper, that word
sounded in my ears, "Dost thou well to be angry, Jonah ? Dost
thou well to be angry?" At this I was struck with admiration
and astonishment. 0, wonder that the earth did not open and
swallow me up. Is God yet on speaking terms with me? 0,
wonder at such unparalleled forbearance! Might He not have
taken me at my word, and taken His leave of me, as I did of
Him? But He is God and not man, and therefore I am not
consumed. This is, among many others, another proof of the
Lord's kindness to me. Then did I desire to mourn over what I
thought offended my so kind Lord; but oh, alas! alas! my
corrupt nature!

About the beginning of October the Sacrament was to be given
at Preston. The thoughts of it were refreshing to me, thinking,
if the ordinary Sabbaths there be so sweet, what will a Communion
Sabbath be? 0, then, as I longed for it, but, that I might learn
to know that He is not to be limited to any place, I got but a
deserted ordinance to my uptaking, though I really believe the
Lord was present there, both to ministers arid people. But still I
remained in the dark as to my own particular case.
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Another thing I have to remark in this place. I was most
kindly dealt with in the family where I was. They were kind to
a miracle, and in this I saw the Lord's hand, who performs all
things well for me. I had a very sweet and refreshing converse
with some of the godly in that place, though they were but very
few in number. All things as to the outward man went well with
me there, so I have no complaints but of myself. After I had
spent some time there with the young lady whom I served, and
whom I loved very much, providence so ordered that I must
return to Edinburgh, which I did very cheerfully, having my
dearest and most intimate acquaintances there, whose company I
had a great deal of pleasure and delight in, and in our sweet
fellowship meetings, which were accompanied with much of the
Lord's presence to my soul, and that beyond what I can express.
About eight days after I came to Edinburgh there happened to be
a very surprising accident in our lodging of a sudden fire at twelve
of the clock in the forenoon-by whom it could not be known;
but the house was burning and the flame going to the streets out
of the windows, and none of us knowing anything about it that
were within. My young lady and I being in a room near to it, we
found a great smell of burning, and could not conceive what it
was. I looked if any of our clothes had been near the fire; but
while we were thus inquiring betwixt ourselves, there comes one
who knocks_ at the door, and the cry arises, "Fire! fire! the
house is burning." Hearing this, and running to the room door,
I thought the house would have fallen down next minute, for there
was the greatest flame ever I saw so near hand. It pleased the
Lord, in His providence, it was got quenched quickly, and there
was no great skaith; only a bed was entirely burnt. What effect
this had on me I cannot tell; but 0, the alarm of fire was never
out of my mind.

Next day Sir David and my Lady went for London, and left me
and another servant to keep the lodging till their return. This
was no small burden to me, having the impression of the late
accident, and still fearing a greater. This, like a ghost, haunted
me night and day. Another sad and dreadful fire happened that
same day eight days in the Canongate-head, about two in the
morning. When the cry arose I, being sleeping, got up in a haste
and took such a trembling that I could hardly win the room door,
fearing it was in the house again. We being in Parliament Close,
when I came to the window I saw the terrible sight. Both sides
of the Canongate were burning at once. I was struck with
astonishment and wonder, admiring the goodness of God that we
were not in the same circumstances. This put an edge to my
spirit, where I got leave to pour out my heart before the Lord on
their account that were suffering in this present stroke, and that
He would prevent such desolating judgments in time coming.
How I was affected at this melancholy sight none on earth knows;
but still I saw the Lord contending with us and against us (but

29
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we could not see) by doubling the judgments in that place-for
mine eyes had seen that same place burnt eleven years before. 0,
how the heads and the hands of the worthies presented me, which
had been set upon that port where these flames were flying! These
had secret language to me. This being about the end of Novem
ber, the impressions of what I had seen haunted me. Be where
I would-at duty and from duty-I was never free of the fears of
fire. I never left the lodging but I thought there would be fire
ere I returned. This became a very heavy burden to me, and
nowhere could I be free of it. I thought, ° if I had some godly
person in the house with me, I would not be so feared. I got
this, for I got a comrade of my own, whose religious converse was
very sweet always to me, who came and stayed with me; but still
my fears continued as formerly. I took this before the Lord,
inquiring what could be the language of it, where I got a sharp
reproof, and that of Micah was represented to me, "Now am I
safe, when I pave got a priest to my house,"-as if God were not
sufficient alone. And yet my kind Lord was pleased to pity me,
and Himself lifted the load off my back by His word (Psalm xci.),
" There shall no evil come near thy dwelling; for I have given my
angels charge concerning thee." 0, how blessed was this word to
me ! It brought with it peace and quietness as to this disquiet
ment, so that I was no more in such excessive fear, though I was
not altogether quit of it; but the great weight was removed. 0,
how much have I to record of the goodness, wisdom, and wonder
ful conduct of providence and care of God towards me, both with
respect to my soul and inward concerns, and also to my body and
outward concerns. So that I have reason to cry out, "0, how
great is his gopdness and mercy; and that my soul knoweth right
well." It becomes me, and is much my duty, to obey the apostle's
charge, "Be careful about nothing, but in everything let your
requests be made known to God."

There is yet another thing which exercised me for some time,
which was: About the month of November there comes word
from the Queen and her Council to keep a fast through the three
kingdoms on the 14th of January next to come. I read the
Queen's proclamation, where it was expressed, "'Ve, with the
Lords spiritual and temporal, ordain and appoint that this day be
kept for solemn humiliation and fasting; and that the Bishops are
to form a prayer suitable for the day." At first reading and
hearing of this I did not well understand whether it was my duty
or not to join in such fasts as came from the civil power, when
they did not consult our ministers but only took council with their
corrupt clergy in England, which we are solemnly covenanted
against. On the other hand, I was convinced that fasting and
humiliation was a necessary duty at this day and time. Thus was
I in a strait what way to be determined, so as to please God and
keep a good conscience.

I took this matter before the Lord, and in His sight I desired
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to be determined by Him alone and none other; and whatever
was His will to me, I besought He would let me know and
strengthen me to perform. While I was thus before the Lord
these two scriptures came to me with light and life-Col. ii. 2 I,

"Touch not, taste not, handle not"; Luke xvi. 10, "He that will
not be faithful in little will not be faithful in much." And I was
persuaded this was the Lord's mind to me concerning this fast.
I had frequent occasion to converse on this head with several of
the godly-what their thoughts were anent this fast. I found they
were divided; some were for it, and some (but very few) were
against it. And as for our ministers, they all went in with it, so
as to let us know they would keep it.

This raised a new storm in my breast, thinking, What if I be
deceived in this matter, seeing that so great Christians and
ministers were clear in the head? This put me to cry to the
Lord that He would pity me, and if He was calling me to any
thing that was singular, to give more than ordinary light. The
confusion- that was on my mind continued no longer than I went
to duty, where I was confirmed again and again that it was not
my thoughts, but the Lord's, not to join with fasts that were
imposed on us by a civil power, where prelates were a part of that
court. I was also threatened that if I disobeyed the Lord's
command in this, it should blunt my conscience, in after-time to
come, boldly to ask counsel, seeing that when I got it I would not
obey. Then came that word of exhortation, "Be stedfast and
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord." This
was a new confirmation. After this, let all sorts say what they
will, I was persuaded in my own mind concerning it. The
Sabbath immediately before this fast I was in a very dead and
lifeless frame. U nbelief prevailed against me, where I began to
think, What if I be in such a lifeless condition on the fast day;
how will I spend the day in secret to the Lord? Thus was I
vexed and uneasy in my mind what to do, until nine o'clock at
night, being in prayer, where the Lord was pleased to expostulate
the matter with me thus: "Wherefore do ye halt between two
opinions? Is not obedience to my commands better than
sacrifice? Must your frame determine your duty?" With this I
was melted down before the Lord, and thought shame of my
unaccountable ways, where I got a bright view of what He was
calling me to, as also refreshment to my soul in a large measure
promises of counsel and direction. And that word came with
power (Psalm xviii.), "The Lord shall light my candle, so that it
shall shine bright. The Lord will make my darkness to be light;
his thick clouds passed away, hailstones and coals of fire." Then
did I start a question to the Lord, What if after all this I shall,
by reason of my ignorance, comply in things of a greater and
sadder consequence? I was answered with this, "My strength
shall be perfected in your weakness. Is your complying in a little
security to keep you in a greater?" 0, what reason have I to
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wonder at His unspeakable pains towards the like of me-the most
unworthy and ungrateful in the whole world! But what shall I
say? "He is God and 110t man, and therefore I am not consumed."

When this day of fasting was come, in the morning I found
myself very unfit either to mourn over my sins or the land's sins,
but He that called me to the duty put strength in me; and though
I could not join in the public worship that day, yet I must say I
was much owned of God in secret. 0, what satisfaction I found
reading the" Confession of Faith." What glorious days were in
our land when that solemn Covenant was made with the three
kingdoms! What deep and hearty confession after the breach
thereof! And after confession of sins-when they renewed
covenant again-then the Lord returned to both ministers and
people, and th-ere were days of power in the land. Then I began
to compare that time with the present age j and 0, what cause of
mourning saw I that none in public stations (such as ministers
and magistrates) were making the breach of covenant a cause of
fasting! And as for the ordinary sort of people, except a very
small handful her.e and there, they knew no more of this covenant
than if it had been written in Greek or Latin. 0, but this
covenant was near my heart this day, and I was made, in the
bitterness of my spirit, to mourn over the breach of it in my day;
and that, first, at the revolution, when it should have been
renewed, there was no mention made of it then, when that blessed
instrument, King William, of blessed memory, gave them leave to
do for their religion what they pleased. Yet this was quite forgot.

Second, Are we not guilty of covenant-breaking in the late
Treaty of Union? 0, to win tO'mourn that we should have sold
ourselves to be defiled by a nation whose errors we are solemnly
covenanted against. As well the errors of the Church of England
as these of the Church of Rome! Popery and Prelacy go hand
in hand; and are we not covenanted, to the utmost of our power,

.to reform England? And because we did it not, therefore God
in His justice hath left us to be deformed by them.

Third, Is not this day's fasting a plain breach of covenant? To
have our fasts from them that are avowed enemies to the covenant,
as both the Queen and bishops are; and yet to receive fasts from
them! This is, indeed, a cause of mourning and lamentation.
"0 that mine head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of
tears, to weep day and night for these things," that few are laying
to heart! I was made to cry to the Lord that He would send a
day o{;power among us; where I was made to see that, till this
solemn'covenant was, for the breach thereof, mourned over by all
ranks~minister. and people, great and small, from the throne to
the meanest subject in the land-that till then we would not have
days of power, so as to reform the land from the iniquities thereof.
And yet I got a sight that such days were coming. Then I
desired as I could to mourn over my sins, original and actual, but
especially my predominant sin, that haunted me like a ghost, be
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where I will. I made mention of the land's sins-covenant break
ing; the blood of the worthies that was shed, ·who suffered under
the late reigns of Prelacy. These are the cause of mourning.

Now, Lord, Thou knowest I love Thy covenant and all those
that avowedly own it; and in testimony hereof, I, as in Thy
sight, take and swear myself to it personally as it is in our
Confession of Faith, and think myself as really bound as if I had
been living and taking it in the year 1648; and think it my glory
and honour that I was born in a land so solemnly married to the
Lord. Thus I did in the sight of the great God, and when no
other eye was pre,ent. And there I besought the Lord, if it wer~

His will, I might live and see the covenant renewed by all ranks
This would be more joy to me than the world can express.

Written and subscribed at Edinburgh with my hand, 14th
January, 1708. ELISABETH WEST.

(To bt Continutd:)

)psalt1ls ant> 1b\?t1ltt6 anb Spiritual Songs.'*'

A CCORDING to promise we return to the discussion of the
Psalms in Worship, to which the attention of our readers

has already been directed in these pages. One of the most
decidedly able papers in the volume is that by the editor, Rev.
John M'Naugher, D.D., LL.D., Professor of New Testament
Literature and Criticism in the Allegheny Theological Seminary.
The paper is entitled "A Special Exegesis of Col. iii. 16, and
Eph. v. 19. For the benefit of the reader the passages may be
quoted in full. In the Colossian passage the Apostle says, " Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." In writing
to the Ephesians the Apostle counsels them: "Be not drunk with
wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; speaking
to yourselves in psalms· and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord." Dr. M'Naugher
begins his discussion of these passages by pointing out that present
usage as regards the debated terms-" psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs "-does nothing to fix their sense. We are dealing
with terms penned long centuries before any of the uninspired
productions in the hymnals of to·day were extant.

In seeking to have a definite idea of the above terms it is
necessary to deal with the word "spiritual" (pneumatikos) as a
distinguishing feature of the songs to which the Apostle refers'
Dr. M'Naugher cites quite a list of authorities in order to arrive
at a definite meaning of this word. Dr. Warfield, writing in the
Presbyterian Review, says-" Of the twenty-five instances in which
the word occurs in the New Testament, in no single case does it

* The Psalms ilt Worship. United Presbyterian Board of Publication,
Pittsburgh, 1907. See 1st Article, p. 249; 2nd, p. 337.
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sink even as low in its reference as the human spmt; and in
twenty-four of them is derived from Pneuma, the Holy Ghost.
In this sense of belonging to, or determined by, the Holy Spirit,
the New Testament usage is uniform with the one single exception
of Eph. vi, 12, where it seems to refer to the higher, though
fallen, super-human intelligences. The appropriate translation for
it in each case is Spirit-given, or Spirit-led, or Spirit-determined."
In a paper of Dr, Warfield's in the Expositor he adds that the
above interpretation "is gradually becoming recognised by the
best expositors," Dr. Charles Hodge, in his Commentary on First
Corinthians, says-le One of the most common meanings of the
word spiritual in Scripture is derived from the Spirit. Spiritual
gifts and spiritual blessings are gifts and blessings of which the
Spirit is the author," The same position, as Dr. M'Naugher
points out, is maintained by the New Testament lexicographers
Gremer, Parkhurst, Robinson, and Thayer; it is also advocated in
M'Clintock and Strang's Encyclop~dia, Dr..M'Naugher then
proceeds to give a long list of Biblical scholars-very mixed it is
true-differing widely from each other on many points of vital
interest, but all agreed in assigning ..to 0" spiritual "" the meaning
given above,

The conclusion which we have reached therefore is that there
is very strong presumptive evidence that the "songs" to which
the Apostle refers were inspired, and if the adjective be applied to
the psalms and hymns as well as to the songs-a usage quite in
keeping with Greek syntax then-there is strong evidence that
the psalms, hymns, and songs referred to by the Apostle were
inspired by the Holy Ghost, That they were not mere human
compositions we now proceed to show more conclusively by an
appeal to the Septuagint. This version came into existence in the
interest of the Greek-speaking Jews of the Dispersion. It was
called the Septuagint, or the Seventy, from the legend that it was
translated by seventy translators, It was the version in common
use in the times of the Apostles, occupying practically the same
place to them as our Authorised Version does to us, in fact, it was
what Edersheim calls it, "the people's Bible." Now, on turning to
the Book of Psalms as translated in the Septuagint, we find these
very expressions, psalms, hymns, and songs used to designate the
Psalms, and not only so, but the terms hymns and songs with
their related verbs occur quite frequently in the text of the Psalms,
and they are also often employed in the historical books of the
Bible to designate the Psalms. In the headlines to the different
Psalms '* sixty-seven have the word psalm (psalmos), t six the word

* PsalU1S i" iv., v., vi., vii., viii., ix., xi., xii., xiii., xiv.} xv., xix.) xx.)
xxi., xxii., xxiii., xxiv., xxv., xxix., xxx., xxxi., xxxviii., xl., xli., xliii., xliv.,
xlvi., xlvii., xlviii., xlix., 1., li., ixii., lxiii., lxiv., h:v., lxvi., lxvii., Ixviii.,
lxxiii., lxxv., lxxvi., lxxvii., lxxix., lxxx., lxxxi., lxxxii., lxxxiii., lxxxiv.,
lxxxv., lxxxvii., lxxxviii., xeii., xciv., xcviii., xcix., c., ci., cviii., cix., ex.,
exxxviii., exxxix., cxI., exli., exliii.

tPsalms vi., liv" Iv., lxi" lxvii., lxxvi,
.' -
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hymn (hymnos), and * thirty-five the word song (ode). In the
further discussion of the subject we cannot do better than quote
from Dr. M'Naugher's able presentation of the subject. "Still
further," he says, "psalm and song are conjoined twelve times, t
and psalm and hymn twice (Psalms vi. and lxvii.). In the heading
of the seventy-sixth Psalm all three terms stand side by side, just
as here, and the heading of the sixty-fifth Psalm contains psalm
and song, while in the first verse the composition is spoken of as
a hymn. It is noteworthy also in these compound inscriptions
that our terms interchange easily, and that hymn is written
repeatedly in the plural, suggesting that in the estimation of the
Seventy it was applicable to all the poems of the Psalter. There
are such various phrasings as 'a psalm of a song,' 'a song of a
psalm,' 'a psalm, a song,' 'in psalms, a song,' 'in hymns a psalm,'
'in hymns, a psalm, a song.' Turning from the titles of the
Greek Psalter, the terms Hymn and Song with their cognate verbs
and substantives are interspersed freely through the text as well as
of its odes, being descriptive of these compositions. Three
citations out of sixteen will suffice. The fortieth Psalm, third
verse runs-' He put into my mouth a new lay, a hymn (hymnon)
to our God.' At the close of the seventy-second Psalm there is
the line-' The hymns (hoi hymnoi) of David, the son of Jesse,
are ended.' This colophon may apply to the entire preceding
collection, Psalms i. and lxxii. inclusive, as Perowne contends, or
it may have been attached to some group of Davidic Psalms
incorporated in the Psalter. In either case it shows that the
seventy translators comprehended Psalms indiscriminately and
collectively under the name hymns (hymnoi). Again in Psalm
cxxxvii. 3, we read-' There they who took us captive demanded
of us words of songs (odon), and they who led us away said, Chant
us a hymn (hymnon) out of the songs (ek ton odon) of Zion.'
Here the word sQngs (odai) covers all the Psalms and a 'Hymn'
may be selected at random from these songs.

V,Then we pass from the Psalms themselves to the historical
books of the Septuagint, the terminology is identical. In 2 Samuel,
I Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, and Nehemiah, there are sixteen
instances of this, and in them the Psalms as a plurality are called
hymns (hymnoi) or songs (odai) indifferently, and the singular of
them is called hymning (hymneo, hymnodeo, hymnesis)-See
2 Samuel vi. 5, xxii. I, 2; I Chron. xv. 22, xvi. 42, xxv. 6;
2 Chron. v. 13, vii. 6, xxiii. 13, 18, xxix. 30, xxxiv. 12; Neh. xii.
24, 27, 36, 46." t

* Psaln1s iv., xviii., xxx., xxxix., xlv., xiviii. , lxv., lxvi., lxviii., lxxv.,
lxxvi., lxxxiii., lxxxvii., lxxxviii., xci., xcii., xciii., xcv., xcvi., cviii., cxx.,
cxxi., cxxii., cxxiii., cxxiv., cxxv., cxxvi., cxxvii., cxxviii., cxxix., CXXX.,

cxxxi., cxxxii., cxxxiii., cxxxiv.
t Psalms iv., xxx., xlvii~., Ixv., lxvi., Ixviii., Ixxv., lxxxiii" lxxxvii.,

lxxxviii., xcii., cviii.
::: Psalms in Worship, pp. 139-140.
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It is almost universally admitted by commentators and biblical
scholars that the first of the three words-psalms-used by the
Apostle refers to the Book of Psalms, and it is quite a legitimate
inference that the other two words also refer to the Psalter, seeing
that these terms are so often used in connection with the Psalms
in the Septuagint translation. This position is still further
strengthened by an appeal to the writings of Philo, who
died A.D. 40. In speaking of the Psalms, and in quoting from
them, he never uses the word "psalm," but always "hymn," or
one of its compounds. J osephus also" tells us how David com
posed songs and hymns, and alludes repeatedly to the Psalms as
, hymns.'''

Dr. M'Naugher, in summing up the evidence, says:-"And now,
massing what has been gleaned from the Septuagint, from the
eminent Hellenistic authors named, and from the New Testament
itself, it is indisputable that during Apostolic days, in both Jewish
and Christian circles, it was the custom to refer to the lyrics of
the Psalter as 'psalms,' 'hymns,' or 'songs' indifferently. So
fixed, indeed, was this that it persisted in the early Greek fathers,
and in the second century Greek versions of the Old Testament,
that of Aquila, that of Theodotion, and that of Symmachus " (The
Psalms in WorshijJ, p. 143). In a footnote, Dr. M'Naugher points
out that "the only other real titles in the Greek Psalter are
Allelouia (Hallelujah), and Proseuche (Prayer)." The first is an
interjection or exclamation, and is found eighteen times
Psalms cv., cvi., cvii., cxi., cxii., cxiii., cxiv., cxvi., cxvii., cxviii.,
cxix., cxxxv., cxxxvi., cxlvi., cxlvii., cxlviii., cxlix., cl. The
second is attached to five Psalms - xvii., lxxxvi., xc., cii.,
cxlii.

When we look to the context in which the Apostle's words to
the Colossians appears they are asked to "teach and admonish
one another." Now it is the invariable rule of the Apostle to
point his hearers to Scripture for instruction, and it is a notable
feature in his writings that he draws very largely upon the Book of
Psalms. The discussion of these passages has led us to the
following conclusion, to which we give expression in Dr.
M 'Naugher's own words:- 1. "That the 'psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs' of these passages included nothing that was
uninspired, nor any compositions newly inspired in the Apostolic
Age. 2. That they are all embraced in the Book of Psalms, this
finding being based upon the impregnable testimony of the Greek
Bible and the Psalter used by Paul and the Pauline Churches,
upon the usage of contemporary Hellenistic writers, upon the
witness of the Gospels according to Matthew and Mark, upon the
conformity of the Psalter to this threefold characterization and
upon the fact that an exclusive reference to the Psalms satisfies
every postulate of the context" (Psalms in WorshijJ, pp. 149,
ISO).

D. B.
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'" An sin thuhhairt an Tighearn rium, Ged' sheasamh :\faois agus Samuel
a'm' Jathair, cha bhiorlh m'anam leis an t-sluagh so; cuir a mach iad a
m'fhianuis, aglls siubhladh i?d air falbh." -JEREMIAH xv. 1.

(Continued fi'01lt page 352.)

2. 'Nuair a tha aingidheachd agus peacaidhean an-tromaichte
air fas lionmhor agus coitchionn ann an tir, a' truailleadh gach
gne inbhe, og agus sean, bochd agus beartach, uachdarn, ministeir
agus sluagh, an sin tha aobhar eagail air son buille do-sheachanta;
oir 's ann mar sin bha chuis leis an t-sluagh so, mar a tha sinn
a' faicsinn, Ierem. v. I, &c. Is gann a bhaaon duine air fhaotainn
ann an Ierusalem a chuireadh breitheanas an gniomh, agus a
dheanadh an fhirinn. 'Ni h-e a mhain gu'n robh a ghainne so ri
fhaotainn a' measg na'm bochdain agus an t-sluaigh gun eolas, ach
·eadhon a'm measg na'n daoine mora; oir spealg iadsan gu h-iomlan
a chuing, agus bhris iad na cuibhrichean, rann 5, uime sin tha
leantainn, anns an 7 rann, C'ionnas a mhaitheas mi so dhuit?
Agus a ris rann 9, Air son na nithe so nach d'thig mise d'an
amharc deir an Tighearn; agus air a leithid so do chinneach nach
dean m'anam dioghaltas? Mar sin, anns an da rann mu dheireadh
de'n chaibideil sin tha e air a radh, tha ni uamhasach agus
ro-eagalach 'ga chuir an gniomh anns an tir. Tha na faidhean ri
faistneachd bhreige; agus na sagairt a' riaghladh air an laimh-san;
agus is ait le m' shluagh-sa e bhi mar sin: ach ciod a ni sibh ann
an deireadh na cllise? Bha a leithid sin do shagairt, an leithid
sin do shluagh an so; agus ciod eile ach leir-sgrios ris am feudte
duil a bhi? Mar sin, Ierem. vi. 13, agus viii. 10, tha e air a radh,
o'n aon a's lugha gus an aon a's mo dhiubh, tha gach neach 'ga
thoirt fein suas d'a ana-mhiannaibh; agus o'n fhaidh fos gus an
t·sagairt, tha gach aon a' gnathachadh ceilg. Dime sin tl~a fearg
air a bhagradh mar-aon air sean agus og, sgus air uile luchd-aitridh
na tire, rann I I, 12. Faic mar an ceudna rann 28. "Tha iad
uile na'n daoine a thug barrachd ann an ceannairc, a' gluasad gu
cealgach: is umha agus iarunn iad, an t-iomlan diubh 'nan
innealaibh truaillidheachd." Tha so gu soilleir air a chuir as an
leth, vii. 18. "Tha a chlann a' tionail connaidh, agus na h-aith
richean a' fadadh an teine, agus na mnai a' fuineadh taois, a
dheanamh bhreacag do bhan-righinn neimh." Air doigh 's gu'n
robh duine, bean agus leanabh, sean agus og, ann an co-bhainn
mar-aon, agus le aon ghualainn, a' tabhairt air aghaidh an claonadh
agus an dealachadh so '0 Dhia. Mar sin, Ierem. xi. 13, 14. Oir
do reir aireamh do bhailtibh bha do dheibh, 0 Iudah; agus do
reir aireamh shraidean Ierusalem, chuir iad suas altairean do'n ni
l1arach sin, altairean gu losgadh tliis do Bhaa!' Mar sin thainig
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am peacadh so gu bhi coitchionn ann am baile Ierusaleim gu
h-iomlan, agus troimh thlr Iudah uile: agus ciod a thainig air a
Ibrg? "Dime sin na dean thusa urnuigh air son an t-sluaigh
so," &c. Tba shamhuil so againn ann am Mlcah Ill. 11. "Tha
an ceannardan a' toirt breith air son duaise, agus an sagairt
a' teagasg air son tuarasdail, agus am faidhean a' faistneachd air
son airgiod": agns' ciod a tha leantainn air sgath so? "Dime
sin, rann 12, air bhm son-sa bithidh Sion air a treabhadh mar
mhachair, agus bithidh Ierusalem na charnaibh, agus sliabh an
tighe mar ionada ardna frith." 'Se sin, gu'm bi am baile agus an
naomhionad air a chuir fas. Bha'n ni so fein air a chuir a's leth
an t-sluaigh so ie Sephaniah iii. 3, 4. Tha a prionnsachan an
taobh a stigh dhi na'n lebmhain bheucach; is madaidh-alluidh an
anamoich am breitheamhna, cha'n fheith iad gus a mhaduinn gun
na cnamhan itheadh. Is daoine eutrom fealltach am faidhean:
thruaill a sagairt an t-ionad naomh: bhris iad an reachd. Air
doigh's gu'n robh araon an eaglais agus an staide air an truaill
eadh; agus uime sin bha anaoibhinn air a chuir an ceill na
h-aghaidh, rann 1. Faic mar an ceudna Micah vii. 2-6.

3. 'Nuair a tha truaillidheachd ann an aoradh agus ann an
orduighean Dhe air a cheadachadh, air altrum, agus air buan
achadh ann, agus saobh-chrabhadh no iodhal-aoradh air a
thabhairt a steach, an sin tha aobhar eagail air son buille
do-sheachanta; "Oir tha Dia na Dhia eudmhor, agus cha mheas
e iad-san neo-chionntach a bhelr ainm an diomhanas, ach agraidh
e aingidheachd na'n aithrichean air a chlann gus an treas no an
ceathramh ginealach dhiubh-san a dh'fhuathaicheas e agus a
thruailleas orduighean." Bha so mar an ceudna air a thabhairt
mar aobhar air son an sgrios a thainig air an t-sluagh so, 2 Eachd.
xxxvi. 14. Thruaill iad tigh an Tighearn, a naomhaich e ann an
Ierusalem, air an doigh cheudna, Esec. v. 11. Bha e air a
bhagradh, "Air an aobnar sin, mar is ben mise, deir an Tighearn
Dia, gu deimhin, a chionn gu'n do thruaill thu m'ionad-naomh, le
t-uile nithe fuathach, agus le t-uile ghrainealachdaibh, uime sin
lughdaichidh mise thus mar an ceudna; agus cha chaomhainn mo
shuil, ni mb bhios truas air bith agam." Faic mar an ceudna na
rainn a leanas, far am bheil uamhais a bhuille air a chumail a
macho 'Seadh, a deir esan, rann 13, Mar so coimhlionar mo
chorruich, agus bheir mi air mo dhian-fheirge luidhe orra, agus
bheir mi dhomh fein fois. Agus tha na h-uile air a dhaighneach
adh an 17 le so, Mise an Tighearn a labhair e. Mar an ceudna,
Esec. vii. 20. Ach rinn iadsan dealbhan an cuid grainealachdan
agus an nithe fuathach-san. B'e so am peacadh, agus ciod a tha
leanntainn? Dime sin chuir mise am fada uatha e, no rinn mi
dhoibh e na ni neo-ghlan. Agus thuille air so, anns na rainn a
leanas, tha e bagradh a thabhairt do lamh na'n coimheach mar
chreach, agus do luchd creach a ni a thruailleadh, &c. Faic mar
an ceudna viii. gu h-iomlan, agus xxiii. 38, 39. A rlS Ierem. ix.
12, 13, &c. Bha'n tlr a' dol am mugha, agus air a losgadh suas
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mar fhasach, air doigh 's nach 'eil aon neach a' dol troimhe. Agus
c'airson a bha so? Do bhrigh, deir an Tighearn, gu'n do threig
iad mo lagh, a chuir mise fa'n comhair, agus nach d'thug iad geill
do mo ghuth, ni mo a dh'imich iad ann; ach gu'n d'imich iad an
deigh beachd-smuain an cridhe fein, agus an deigh Bhaalim, a
theagaisg an aithrichean dhoibh, &c.

4. 'Nuair a tha tlr no eaglais a' claonadh air falbh 0 Dhia,
treigsinn a chreidimh, briseadh ceangal posaidh, a' cuir an aghaidh
an daimh cumhnaint, an sin feudar duil a bhi ri claidheamh, leis
an dIal an Tighearn cuisghearain a chumhnaint, Lebhit. xxvi. 25·
Agus tha aabhar eagail gu'n dean breitheanas do-sheachanta greim
air a leithid sin do pheacaich: air mar so bha e la sluagh Iudah,
Ierem. ii. 9, IQ, Il, 12, 13; Ierem. iv. 16, I7, 18. Threig iad
Dia, agus rinn iad ceannairc 'na aghaidh; agus uime sin thainig
leir-sgrios, rann 28, agus Ierem. xi. 10. Do bhrigh 's gu'n do
bhris iad coimhcheangal De a rinn e r'an aithrichean: uime sin,
bhagair e ole a' thabhairt orra, I I, 0 nach biodh iad comasach air
dol as, agus nach eisdeadh esan ge d' ghlaodhadh iad ris. Agus
an sin anns 14, "Air an aobhar sin na dean thus urnuigh air son
an t-sluaigh so," &c., Ierem. xxii. 6, 7. Bhagair an Tighearn' gu'n
deanadh se iad na'm fisach, agus na'm bailte neo-aitichte, anns a
mheud a's gu'm biodh iongantas air na fineachaibh, agus gu'm
feoiricheadh iad ciod is aobhar do so? agus 'se so am freagradh a
gheibh iad anns 9 rann, "Do bhrigh gu'n do threig iad an
Tighearn an Dia, agus gu'n d'thug iad aoradh do dheibh eile,
agus gu'n d'thug iad seirbhis doibh." Agus anns an aite cheudna,
Ierem. xv. 6, tha e air a radh, "Threig thu mise, deir an Tighearna,
chaidh thu air t-ais; air an aobhar sin, sinidh mise mo lamh a
mach a d' aghaidh, agus sgriosaidh mi thu; tha mi sglth do
ghabhail aithreachais." Faic ciod a bha air a bhagair air son
briseadh cumhnant, Ierem. xxxiv. 17, 18, J 9, 20. "Thubhairt an
Tighearn gu'n gairmeadh e saorsa do na chlaidheamh, do na
phlaigh, agus do na ghoirt, agus gu'n tugadh e orra bhi air an
ath'rachadh gu uile rioghachdan na talmhainn, agus gu'n tugadh e
gach uile inbhe 'nam measg do lamhan an naimhdean, agus an
cuirp mharbh na'm biadh do eunlaith neimh, agus do bheathaichean
na talmhainn." Tha sinn a' faicinn, Esec. xvi., cia mar a tha'n
Tighearn' a' tarruing a mach aobhar sonruichte 'nan aghaidh, agus
a' dearbhadh gu'n deach iad air striopachas, agus sin ann an doigh
ro-ladurna. Agus uime sin, tha e ag radh, gu'n d'thoir e breith
Orra mar mhnaoi a bhriseas a ceangalposaidh, rann 38; agus gu'n
toir e air a chorruich riu fois a ghabhail, agus gu'n imich eud
uatha, agus gu'n gabh e fois, rann 42. Agus a ris, rann 59, tha e
ag radh, "Buinidh mise riutsa amhuil mar a rinn thu fein, a rinn
tair air na mionnan, ann am briseadh a choimhcheangail." Faic
an ni ceudna air a chuir as leth Israel mar aobhar am fasalachd,
Hosea iv. 12-14, v. 4-7, viii. I, 2, ix. 1-3, agus xiii. 16.

5. 'Nuair tha'n claonadh so agus an treigsinn air Dia do thaobh
a chreidimh, a' dol an cuideachd mor ain-diadhachd fhollaiseach,
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peacaidhean eagallach ann an aghaidh dara clar an lagh', ni a tha
dearbh sholus naduir a' diteadh, ann an sin fel!daidh na ciontaich
a bhi fo eagal air son buille do-sheachanta, agus buille cheartais
nach urrainn a bhi air a sheachnadh, oir cha'n aill leis an Tighearn
gu'm bi e air a radh, no air a shaolsinn le coigrich, gu'n giuJain se
le moran mi-dhiadhachd ann a shluagh aidichte fein, agus am
fulang gu barrachd a thabhairt air na cinnich ann an aingidheachd,
as-eugmhais smachdachadh no peanas. Tha sinn a' faicinn sluagh
Iudaih, air an robh sgrios do-sheachanta a' teachd, gu'n robh iad
mar an ceudna air an agairt air son moran aingidheachd fhollais-

. each agus an-tromaichte, Ierem. v. 26, 27, 28, 29. Bha daoine
aingidh 'nam measg, "Tha iad ri feall-fholach, mar neach a'
suidheachadh liontan j tha iad a' leagail ribe, tha iad a' glacadh
dhaoine, bha an tighean lan ceilg j 'seadh thug iad barrachd air
gniomh na'n aingidh, agus do thaobh sin tha 'leantainn, 29, Air
son na nithe so nach d'thig mise d'an amharc? deir an Tighearn ;
air a leithid so do chinneach nach dean m'anam dioghaltas?"
Mar an ceudna, Ierem. ix. I, 2, 3, "Bha iad uile na'n adhalt
ranaich, coimhthional do dhaoine cealgach, a' lllbadh an teanga
mar am bogha chum ceilg, a' dol air an aghaidh 0 ole gu ole,
chleachd iad an teanga ri labhairt bhreug, agus mheall iad an
coimhearsnaich j labhair iad gu siothchail, ach 'nan cridhe rinn
iad feall-fholach." Air an aobhar sin tha e air a radh anns rann
9, "Air son na nithe so nach d'thig mise d'an amhare ?" &c.
Ierem. xxi. 12, "0 thigh Dhaibhidh, mar so deir Iehobhah,
Deanaibh gu moch breitheanas, agus saoraibh an duine saraichte
o laimh an fhir-sharachaidh, mu'n d'theid mo chorruich-sa mach
mar theine, agus mu'n las i air choir's nach feudar a muchadh,
air son aingidheachd bhur gniomhara." Bha na nithe so air an
dcarmad leo, agus do bhrigh sin thainig fearg orra mu-dheireadh,
agus cha robh dol as ann. Ierem. xxii. 3, 4, 5, 6. Agus tha aig
an fhaidh Eseciel an ni ceudna ri chuir as leth an t-sluaigh so,
v. 5, 6. Dh'atharraich iad breitheanas Dhe gu aingidheachd na 's
mo na na cinnich, agus a reachdan na 's mo na na duthchanna
mu'n cuairt doibh. Agus uime sin bhagair an Tighearn, rainn 8,
9, 10, gu'n cuireadh e'n gniomh breitheanas ann am meadhon,
agus du'n deanadh e 'nam measg an ni nach d'rinn e, agus nach
deanadh e ni's mo ni cosmhail ris, Gu'n d'thugadh e orra buille
gnn samhuil, agus buille gun choimeas. Agus a ris, caib. ix. 9,
10, Tha aingidheachd tighe Israeil agus Iudaih an-mhor, agus
tha'm fearann lan do fhuil, agus am baile lan do cheannairc.
Agus uime sin tha e air a chuir ris cha chaomhainn mo shllil, ni
mo bhios truas agam, ach diolaidh mi an slighe air an ceann fein.
Dime sin bha cead air a thabhairt do luchd millidh an Tighearna
gu dhol troimh na bhaile, agus casgairt a dheanamh air sean, agus
.air og, air an oigh, agus air an leanabh 's air na mnai j 'seadh, air
na h-uile as eugmhais an dream air an robh an comhara', rann 5,
6. Faic mar an ceudna caib. xvi. 46, 47, 48. "Rinn Iudah i fein
a thruailleadh na's mo na Samaria, 'seadh ni's lUO na rinn Sodom,"
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rann 49, 50, 51. Agus anns xxii. tha againn ainm-chlair mar air
am peacaidhean, faic 2, 4, 6-12. Agus sin air son aobhar brosnach
aidh, tarruing a mach a chlaidheamh leis an robh an Tighearn gu
gearradh as maraon am flrean agus an t-aingidh mar air ainmeach
adh anns xxi. 3-14, agus a' tabhairt air aghaidh an fba.salachd agus
an sgapadh th'air ainmeachadh anns xxii. IS, 16, 19'22. Mar so
bhuin an Tighearn mar an ceudna ri Israel do thaobh an aingidh
eachd iomadh-fillte, th'air ainmeachadh ann an Hosea iv. I, 2, 3.
eha wbh firinn na tracair, no eolas De anns an tir; ach bha
breugan, mionnan, marbhadh, goid, adhaltranas, agus fuil a'
beantainn ri fuil. Faic mar an ceudna Micah vi. 10-13.

6. 'Nuair' a tha'n claonadh agus an cursa peacachaidh so air
buanachadh uin fhada, agus nach 'eil sgios air a ghabhail do'n
t-slighe so, ach na's roghnaichte a' fas anns an treigsinn creididh
so, an sin feudaidh an leithid sin a bhi fo eagal gu'n tig an
Tighearn' fa dheireadh, agus nach caomhainn e, ni mo a bhios
truas aige, no theid a seachad ona tuille ni's mo; air 'sann mar so
a bha e do thaobh sluagh Iudah, Ieremiah xvi. Tha breitheanasan
dubhach air an cuiI' an ceill 'nan aghaidh 0 thus gus an 10 rann,
agus tha'n t-aobhar air a thabhairt anns an I I, 12. "Do bhrigh
's gu'n do threig bhur n-aithrichean mise, agus gu'n d'imich iad
an deigh dheibh eile," &c., agus rinn sibhse na's miosa na 'ur
n-aithrichean; oil' feuch, tha sihh ag imeachd, gach aon a reil'
as-innleachd a dhroch cridhe fein, gun gheil a thoirt dhomhsa.
Agus uime sin tha leir-sgrios air a bhagradh as hiI', rann 13,
"Dime sin tilgidh mi sibh a mach as an tir so, gu tir air nach
d'fhuair sibh eolas, far nach nochd mise dhuibh fabhair." Mar
sin, Iere. xxxii. "30, 31, "Oir cha d'rinn elann Israeil agus elann
Iudah ach ale a mhain am fhianuis-sa o'n oige." Agus a ris, "Oil'
bha a chaithir so dhomhsa na h-aobhar feirge agus corruicb, o'n
la 'san do thog iad i, eadhon gus an la an diugh; a chum's gu'n
atbarraichinn i as mo shealladh." Mar an ceudna tha'm faidh
Esec. a tarruing suas clar-innsidh mar de dh'iomadh ceum de'n
cuid ceannairceas, air buanachadh air son iomadh ginealaichean,
aig ruith do ghna' ann an cursa 0 athair gu mac, xx. o'n 3 rann
gus an 33, agus an sin tha sinn a' faotainn a bhinn air a tabbairt
a mach, "Mar is beo mise, tba'n Tighearn Dia ag radh, le lamh
chumhachdaich, agus le gairdean sinte a' mach, agus le corruich
air a doirteadh a mach, riaghlaidh mise 0'5 'ur ceann." Agus
bha'n dearbh chiont so air a chuir as leth Israeil, Hosea x. 9, "0
IsraeiJ, pheacaich thu na's mo na ann an laithibh Ghibeah." Faic
mar an ceudna Isa. lxv. 17.

7. 'Nuair a tha sluagh air teachd gu bhi dana agus ladarria ann
an cursaibh peacach, an sin tha aobhar 'eagail air son buille
dhubhach do-sheachanta cheartuis; air mar so bha chuis le sluagh
ludah, lere. iii. 3, "Gidheadh agadsa bha eudan striopaich, chuir
thu cuI ri naire." Agus a rIS, lere. vi. IS, "An robh naire orra
chionn gu'n do chuir iad grainealachd an gniomh? ni-h-eadh, cha
do ghabh iad naire air aon choir; ni mo bha rugha air an gruaidh."
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Agus ciod e a tha air a chuir ri so? "Dime sin tuitidh iad am
measg na'm muinntir a thuiteas; anns an am an tig mise g'an
amharc, tilgear slos iad, deir an Tighearna." Mar sin, caib. viii.
12, anns na h-aitean so a dh'ainmicheadh mu dheireadh, shaoilte
gu'm b'e na faidhean fallsa gu sonraichte a bh'air an ainmeachadh,
gidheadh tha 'chuis a' gabhail a steach muinntir eile. 'Nuair a tha
sluagh do ghna' a' brosnachadh an Tighearn 'san eudan, mar ann
an Isa. lxv. 3, " An sin tha iad air teachd gu bhi na'n deatach ann
an sroin Dht, agus na'n teine a tha losgadh re an la uile," agus
feumaidh iad duil a bhi ac ri ath-dhioladh 0 Dhia, mar anns a 5
agus 6 rann.

( Ri leantuinn.)

<tburcb 'AewB from Buatralia.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EAST AUSTRALIA.-REV. \;If. SCOTT'S

BRUSHGROVE-GRAFTON CONGREGATION.

T HE two following Reports are taken from The Clarence and
Richmond Examiner of Saturday, 26th October, 19°7:-

COMMUNION SERVICES.

A quiet but impressive Communion Service was observed at
Woodford Dale on Sabbath last. The occasion opened with a
Solemn Fast on the Thursday previous, when suitable services
were held at both Woodford Dale and Brushgrove. In the
prayers, humiliation and confession of sin before God predom
inated. Public sins on the part of the State and locally were
deplored, notably the extent to which sacred things were profaned,
and the absence of any fear of God, seen in such Sabbath
desecration, profaning of the Divine name and ordinances, as well
as neglect of Divine worship. Error and iniquity in consequence,
were coming in as a flood. The suffering in the district was
noticed; but we had merited the Divine displeasure, and that a
fruitful land should be turned into barrenness. A spirit of
repentance, national and local, was earnestly besought, with a
return to that righteousness which exalteth a nation. The texts
of the sermons at both diets were in accord-in the morning,
Psalm cxxx. 3, "If thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, 0 Lord,
who shall stand?" etc.; evening, Rev. ii. 6, "Remember, there
fore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works." On the Friday devotional exercises were conducted in
the evening. A preparation service was held on the Saturday, in
view of so near an approach unto God, the subject being Song
of Solomon, ii. I, "I am the rose of Sharon and the lily of the
valleys: as the lily among the thorns, so is my love among the
daughters."
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On Communion Sabbath the interest reaches a climax, as seen
in the greater concourse of people and the solemn stillness per
vading the assembly. This was so on Sabbath last at Woodford
Dale. The pastor, Rev. W. Scott, officiated, and preached the
"action sermon" from John i. 29, "John seeth Jesus coming
unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world." The great fact of Christ's death as a satis
faction to Divine justice, its vicarious nature, and its significance
to them, were considered, as about to be shown forth by them in
the Lord's Supper. In thereafter" fencing" the table, the minister
showed, from the Word of God, who were invited to come to the
King's table, and who were debarred, concluding with encouraging
appeals to tender consciences. During praise, the table was then
reverently filled up by intending communicants. The Scripture
warrant having been read from I Corinthians, 11th chapter, and
thanks given in prayer, the sacred symbols of the Redeemer's
dying love were passed round and partaken of amidst deepest
solemnity; the table addresses being from Isaiah liii. 6, "the Lord
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all," and (after communicating)
Psalm xxiii. 6, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life," etc. The minister, on returning to the pulpit,
addressed the non-communicants present, of whom there was a
large number, from the words in John i. 37, "And the two
disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus." This was
followed by praise and the benediction. Again at night Mr. Scott
preached to a large congregation from Ruth i. 16, "Entreat me
not to leave or to return from following after thee: for whether
thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge; thy
people shall be my people, and thy God my God." Next day, at
a thanksgiving service, the concluding discourse was on the text in
Numbers x. 29, "We are journeying unto the place of which the
Lord said, I will give it you."

Special thanks were offered for the rain that morning. The
weather throughout the solemnity was every way suitable.
There can be no disputing the simple grandeur of ancient
Presbyterianism at a "Sacrament." The preparatory services
lend a peculiar sacredness to the high ordinance; and such is the
devoutness and attention of the worshippers that a solemn awe
seems to affect even the children. The praise was well led by
Mr. Stewart M'Lachlan, Ulmarra, and the Church building had
been thoroughly cleaned and renovated for the occasion.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING.

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation was held in Brush
grove Church on Thursday. Devotional exercises were conducted
by the pastor, Rev. W. Scott, who presided.·

A minute of the previous meeting having been read, Mr.
Archibald M'Donald, of Grafton, the general treasurer, read the
financial statement for the year, as duly audited. The total
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income was shown to be slightly over £200, including a small
balance which had been brought forward. After reading the
abstract he had prepared, Mr. M'Donald pointed out that the
amount raised entirely represented the voluntary offerings of the
people. This, they held, was the only scriptural method. They
did not, therefore, resort to any extraneous means, or appeals to
outsiders. They had reason for encouragement, he said, in the
increased support from Woodford Dale and Brushgrove, according
to the abstract. This applied to more than the past year-the
last three years having shown a steady advance. In Grafton, on
the other hand, they had suffered from the removal of loyal
contributors. They had been able, however, to pay more than
the ordinary stipend as a mark of sympathy with their pastor under
distress. And stH! they had a small credit balance. The Foreign
Mission collection had amounted to fully £11, and this had been
devoted to the Kaffir Mission of the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland, under the Rev. John B. Radasi. On the whole, he
thought they had cause for thankfulness to the Head of the
Church for the provision that had been made for them in the
interest of His cause. They wished to do more, and to augment'
the minister's stipend; and he hoped that, by the Divine blessing,
this might yet be realised.

On the motion of Mr. H. Grant, elder, seconded by Mr. A.
M'Phee, Coldstream, the report was formally adopted by the
meeting, and Mr. M'Donald was cordially thanked for his work as
treasurer. Several of those present expressed their satisfaction
with the abstract read, but desiderated a greater interest in the
affairs of the Church on the part of the congregation generally.
It was pointed out that prevailing sickness and other special
causes had contributed to the smaller attendances on this occasion.
Mr. Angus M'Phee drew attention to the condition of the Brush
grove Church, and, on his suggestion, it was agreed to recommend
the re-painting of the building, along with certain other desirable
improvements at the manse. He had alre'ady received one or two
spontaneous subscriptions for the work.

Mr. John M'Leod, Woodford Leigh, proposed that a special
collection should be taken for these purposes, and this received
unanimous consent. Mr. Grant explained the circumstances of
the Woodford Dale Church, and the hope they had of getting it
renovated. Mr. N. M'Queen, Lawrence, moved that the existing
Committee be re-elected, with the addition of the narr.e of Mr. A.
Kidd, and this was carried.

In his concluding remarks, the pastor emphasised the sense of
gratitude to God, already expressed, in connection with the
honourable maintenance of Divine ordinances in their midst.
And he desired there to acknowledge the sympathetic interest
manifested towards Mrs. Scott and himself in their domestic
troubl~. The spontaneity and practical nature of that sympathy
they had fully appreciated. He also referred to such efforts as had
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been permitted to them, other than merely congregational, in the
interest of religion and morals. Locally, they had sought to do
what they could; and, as regards the foreign field, he had had a
letter from the Rev. J. S. Sinclair, Glasgow, testifying to the sense
of the Church in Scotland of their interest in their Mission. He
had also had communications from several of the home ministers
conveying fraternal greetings of the Free Presbyterian Synod there
towards themselves in their distinctive position and testimony for
past Reformation attainments and purity. Mr. Scott alluded to
certain encouraging elements in their congregational life. He
longed for more response to the pulpit declarations of the

. grace of the Saviour; yet he felt cheered by the fact that the
week prayer meetings amongst them had so extended. This was
a good omen spiritually. They had also other elements of hope
manifesting themselves. In the meantime he besought their
united loyalty and steadfastness in a time of religious declension.
He prayed that they might be as a band of men and women
whose hearts God had touched for His name's glory and the good
of His cause.

The meeting was closed by singing the 122nd Psalm, "Pray
that Jerusalem may have peace and felicity," and the benediction
was then pronounced. .

THE LATE MISS M. M'DoNALD, GRAFTON.

In an interesting letter we received from the Rev. Waiter Scott
at the end of December, he gave a touching account of the last
illness and death of a member of his congregation in the person
of his sister-in-law, Miss Margaret M'Donald, Grafton. Miss
M'Donald, who appears to have been a very excellent person,
passed away in autumn, and her death is a loss to the cause of
truth in the place where she resided. It seems that under the
wintry weather of July in Australia there arose quite an epidemic
of troubles in the field where Mr. Scott labours-influenza,
pneumonia, and other diseases prevailing to a great extent. Miss
M'Donald, who was of a generous and unselfish disposition, was
much engaged in helping some of her friends who had taken ill,
when she was seized with influenza, which carried her away at the
end of a fortnight. Mr. Scott thus writes :-" It went very hard
with her; she knew it was to be her end. When conscious, she
told Mrs. S. and myself at her bedside not to grieve for her if we
did not mean to love her more than Christ. She said she was
willing to go, and even desired to depart that she might be with
Christ. She was calmly facing death in the intervals of the
delirium, and said she had got now more than ever before the
conscious joy of her Saviour's presence. It was an ordeal for us
beyond expression; for myself it seemed overpowering to have to
minister spiritually at her death-bed so unexpectedly and sutldenly,
and so soon after a similar experience just seven months previously

30
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in the case of another sister, Mrs. N. M'Leod. " No one was
more generous, thoughtful, and disinterested-always' helping
others. She was an example in religious duty, and one who
desired the sincere milk of the Word, that she might grow thereby.
One thing that much impressed us about our late sister's illness was
that, even when apparently unconscious to all else, she was fully
there if the Bible was being read, and would very quickly
show it by her countenance and stillness. . . . After I had
been with her some time, quoting Scriptures and praying, not
knowing if she was able to' hear or follow, she told a sister-in
law and nurse attending-hours after-how she had appreciated
what was read and spoken, saying that I had done more
for her thus than she could ever repay. This indicated how
she thirsted for the Word. She directed all necessary prepara
tions to be made, saying this would be her last day, even when
still we were hopeful of a change. We have felt weakened by
such a breach-she was so devoted and zealous. Yet some are
taken away from the evil to come, whilst others are left to be the
Lord's remembrancers when the ways of Zion mourn, and few
comparatively come to her solemn feasts. And in any case such
a solemn providence speaks to survivors-" What I say unto one
I say unto all, Watch."

On the Sabbath after Miss M'Donald's death Mr. Scott preached
on the words in Rev. xiv. 13-" And I heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and
their works do follow them." Miss M'Donald took a deep interest
in the cause of the Free Presbyterian Church in Scotland; and
we extend our deepest sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Scott and her
other relatives in the great loss they have sustained. J. S. s.

B lI:'ernicioU6 ~ractice.

I N these days when the idolatry of Robert Burns is carried to
such a pitch it is not an uncommon thing to hear his

worshippers comparing him to the sweet Psalmist of Israel. And
as it is just possible that in the recent glorificatIons of the poet
there may have been some such profane comparisons made, we
take this opportunity of uttering an emphatic protest against such
a vile practice. And we feel all the more inclined to do so after
reading in an old volume of the Presbyterian Revz'(W (1889), a
nobly worded protest by the late Dr. T. W. Chambers, of New
York, in which he chastises with words of burning indignation the
irreverence of a brother minister. Dr. Chambers is reviewing a
book by Dr. Renan Thomas, in which the latter quotes the well
known blasphemous lines of Burns-" Thou know'st that Thou
hast formed me with passions wild and strong." And he
asks why Burns should be condemned for this sentiment while
David is uncondemned for saying, "Behold I was shapen in
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iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me." This is what
Dr. Chambers has to say on the matter: "This Dr. Thomas
considers equivalent to saying to the Almighty, 'I did not
originate these tendencies; I inherited them.' A more wicked
and inexcusable misinterpretation of Scripture has never met our
eye. The plain meaning of this utterance, by the un~nimous

consensus of all devout expositors, is that the broken-hearted
penitent, awakened to the enormity of his offences, traces them back
to the Ions malorum within, and humbly confesses the sad
estrangement from birth which has worked out such fearful results.
He is not apologising or defending himself, but rather emphasizing
his corruption and guilt. It is the very differentia of genuine
repentance that instead of being confined to this or that act of
transgression it takes in the whole man and acknowledges the
fearful blight of nature. This is distinctly shown in the words of
the Psalm, and for any Christian minister to drag down these
words of inspiration to a level with the apology of a mere, human
poet for his passionate excesses is an iniquity to be punished by
the judges. The fifty-first Psalm is the classic statement of all
Scripture on the important grace of repentance, stating with
wonderful power its origin, its extent, its nature, and its results,
and it is the last portion of Holy Writ to be touched with profane
hands. Dr. Thomas owes an apology to all Christendom."

ttbe [ate \tbomas jforbes, 3nvernes£;.
T HE Free Presbyterian Congregation of Inverness, and indeed

the cause of genuine piety in the land, has suffered no little
loss in the removal of Thomas Forbes, whose death took place at
40 Baron Taylor's Lane, on the evening of the 6th December.

Thomas Forbes was born at Woodlands, Evanton, about sixty
nine years ago. When he was still a child, his father removed to
Dingwall, and Thomas had thus the privilege of being brought up
under the powerful and blessed ministry of the late Dr. John
Kennedy. He appears to have been kept from his youth from
anything fitted to tarnish his moral character in any way; but it
was not until he was about eighteen years of age that he became
a man of a decidedly Christian character. At that time, as he
heard Dr. Kennedy preach one Sabbath evening, the sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God, wounded him so deeply
that from the depth of his pain he cried out in church, and
had to be carried home. He was then an apprenticed carpenter,
but so heavily did the state of his soul lie upon him, that for
about a twelvemonth he was unable to prosecute his trade.
Dr. Kennedy's ministry was in this time of trial of great usefulness
to him, but he used to say that the clearest manifestation which
he got of the glory of Christ and of the way of salvation through
Him was whilst engaged in prayer in his mother's closet.
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The late worthy Alexander Macdonald, afterwards catechist at
Dingwal1, being employed with the same master as was Thomas
Forbes, and being himself a man of deep Christian experience,
began at this time to take an interest in him, and was the means
of inducing him to start work again, and helped him by his
counsels and example very greatly. Alexander Macdonald died
only little more than seven years ago, and he and Thomas
were life-long most intimate friends.

In the course of time Thomas Forbes removed to Inverness,
where he carried on a considerable business of his own. During
Dr. Kennedy's ministry, however, notwithstanding how sincerely
he prized the Gospel ordinances which at the time were to be had
in Inverness, he very frequently walked on Sabbath mornings al1
the way to Dingwall, returning home to Inverness that same day,
having enjoyed a day's hearing of Gospel-preaching at the mouth
of one, of whom it is not too much to say that he was his father
in the Lord.

When a testimony had to be borne for the truth in 1893, Thomas
Forbes was one of the first in Inverness who identified himself
with that cause, and during the past fourteen or fifteen years he
proved himself an unfaltering friend of the same. In 1900 he
became a member of the Kirk-Session in Inverness, and the Kirk
Session no less than the congregation feel that in him they have
lost a valuable member.

Thomas Forbes was not a public speaker or teacher-only once
have we heard him speak to "the question," but that eff9rt was
with such success that we often wished that he were not so reticent.
He was valued for his prayerfulness, for his wrestlings for a blessing
upon the proclamation of the Gospel, for his mournings when his
Lord was absent, and for his rejoicing when the Lord spake to his
heart. J. R. M.

lDrotcBtant 1Rotes.
Serious Situation in the Church of England.-The

aggressiveness and lawlessness of Sacerdotalism continue to menace
religious and civil liberty, and an independent Press is the only
effective instrument to resist and defeat the grave peril. Develop
ments of serious moment will at no distant date compel a fierce
national issue, and the results may be of a much more disastrous
kind than average Englishmen appear just now to anticipate. It
is obviously but prudent, therefore, to awaken public interest in
the great principles which are at stake, to point out the momentous
possibilities involved in the approaching national struggle, and to
inspire courage and resolution in the hearts of all who fear God
and love their native land.-English Churchman.

The Englishman Churchman.-Those of our readers who
wish to have an intelligent grasp of the momentous struggle going
on in the English Church cannot do better than become sub
scribers to the English Churc!zman. This excellent weekly is
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edited by the Rev. James Ormiston. Its leading articles are a
pleasure to read. They deal with matters of topical interest, and
give forth no uncertain sound. There is here no base surrender
of truth for the sake of peace. Each week there is also a leader
dealing with spiritual matters,ancl a column or so of Protestant
Notes by Mr. Waiter Walsh. The first issue for this year has an
excellent leader on "Bible Protestantism." It is scarcely
necessary to remind our readers that the distinctive doctrines of
free and sovereign grace are clearly proclaimed from the editorial
chair. Though a Church of England paper, we regret to say that
we have nothing to compare to it in Presbyterian Scotland for
sound doctrine and spirituality of tone.

Bird's-eye View of Romanism in Great Britain:
Dec.

In 185!. 1899. 1904. 1905. 1906. 1907.
Priests, 958 3235 3818 3965 4°51 4075
Churches, chapels, stations, 683 1854 2008 2013 2076 2121
Religious houses-men, 17 260 303 303 317 314

" ,,-women, 53 557 754 768 785 81 3
The Roman Catholic Tablet, of August 12th, Ig05, spoke of

"the arrival of the (French) exiles in their hundreds and thousands."
The estimated Roman Catholic population of the United Kingdom
is 5,5°0,000. There are about 1,500,000 Romanists in England
and Wales. Of these, 1,000,000 are Irish, 300,0)0 foreigners, and
only 200,000 English. According to the Tablet, of February 12th,
1898, 25 per cent. of our criminals are Roman Catholics. There
are 34 Romanists in the House of Lords, and 81 in the House of
Commons.

1Rotea an~ [ommenta.
The Worship of Robert Burns.-In these days when vital

religion is low it is not to be wondered at that the Scottish people
should be careless about the character of their idols. Robert Burns,
whose genius as a poet gives him the place of the national idol, was,
unfortunately, anything but an example to follow. He has written
poems of high moral tone and beauty, but he has also written
others whose whole tendency is to encourage degrading vice, and
which, if acted on, would sap the morals of the nation. Speaking
generally, Burns' Societies are a curse to the land, and the worst
feature of the whole matter is that professed ministers of Christ
are found among the idolaters, and some of them think it quite in
keeping with the high functions of their office to discourse on the
Lord's Day on subjects taken from their hero's poems.

Movement towards tne Union of the Churches in
Canada.-The Conference of the Joint Committee on Church
Union representing the Presbyterian,_ Methodist, and Congrega
tional Churches, has issued the Creed agreed upon by these
representatives. It is too long to quote here. But our readers
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may easily understand that a Creed which satisfies Methodists is
not likely to have much of the distinctive doctrines of Calvinism
embodied in it. The explanation of the unanimity of these
representatives of the different churches is not to be found in a
mQvement towards Calvinism by the Methodists, but in a retrograde
movement towards Arminianism by the Presbyterians. Whether
the Union will ever take place or not is a question that may be
left open meantime, but we feel there is something in the opinion
expressed by a leading Methodist preacher of Toronto that the
most serious obstacle to its consummation is not doctrinal but
financial. The doctrinal difference might be easily compromised,
but the establishment of the different funds on a common basis
would, in his opinion, be a much more serious matter.

A Movement in the Right Direction.-The Rev. Dr.
Peake, Secretary of the Lord's Day Observance Society, says the
Englt'sh Churchman, sends us the following, having been
authorized by the signatories to do so :-" The undersigned
companies engaged in the meat trade greatly regret that the
principle of the old law which forbade' any butcher to kill or sell
any victual on the Lord's Day, commonly called "Sunday," has of
late become widely disregarded j and that an increasing number
of butchers' shops are now open on that day. They have,
therefore, agreed together that the shops under their control, in
number over 2,000, and employing about 7,000 persons, shall
remain closed on' Sundays' j and they earnestly invite their fellow
tradesmen to join them in this resolve and action. It is their
belief that such a step will be immediately beneficial to all
engaged in the trade, whether masters or servants, and that it will
prove helpful rather than injurious to the business interests
concerned. They make a strong appeal to the public to support
them in this matter.-Eastmans, Ltd., the London Central Meat
Co., Ltd., W. & R. Fletcher, Ltd., the River Plate Fresh Meat
Co., Ltd."

Centenary of John Newton's Death -It is now slightly
over a hundred years since this eminent evangelical minister of
the Church of England died. Born in London, in 1725, he ended
his days in the same city on the 21st December, 1807. His early
career gave faint hope that he would be such a devoted minister
of Christ in later years. But from a reckless and godless life he
was delivered by the grace of God. One of the books that made
the deepest impression on him was the Life of Col. Gardiner. In
1764 he was presented with the curacy of Olney and laboured there
for IS years. It was here that he became acquainted with the
poet, Cowper, and, as a result of this acquaintanceship, we have the
famous Olney Hymns. Dr. Carey, the great Indian missionary,
was another who was deeply influenced by Newton, as also
Thomas Scott, the commentator, and author of the Force of Trutlz.
In fact, Scott was converted from his Socinianism by Newton. In
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1779 he removed to London, and his church, St. Mary Woolnoth's
was continually crowded to hear him. He died in his 83rd year,
but his memory is still fragrant to all who love evangelical doctrine.
Cecil's Life of Newton gives an excellent picture of the
man.

Working Men's Lord's Day Rest Association.-- This
Association, in a New Year's Address, informs us that in London
one organisation alone drew £26,000 for concerts on the Lord's
Day, while another drew £48,000 for excursions. The Address
gives the interesting information that Lord Charles Beresford is
striving to put a stop to all unnecessary work on the Lord's Day
in the Navy. One would wish that the same could be said about
the authorities at the War Office. The Midland Railway has
made the important concession of a six-day week to all grades of
its employees, who had hitherto been engaged on the seven-day
scale. In Dover an attempt to bring the tramways into operation
on the Sabbath has failed. The Great Central Railway has put a
check on goods traffic on the Lord's Day, and the recommenda
tions of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on
Sabbath postal labour are still carefully observed by the Postmaster
General.

Gospel Magazine.-This Magazine, so rich with the precious
truths of the everlasting gospel, is still holding on its way, bringing
comfort to many a home. It goes back to the days of Augustus
Toplady, and so may well be described as the" oldest religious
Magazine." It is edited by the Rev. James Ormiston, Rector of
St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol. It is not too much to say that it
maintains the high spiritual ievel to-day that it had under the
gracious leadership of Dr. Doudney and George Cowell-names
embalmed in the memories of God's people. The Gospel Magazine
appears monthly, and may be' had for six shillings yearly through
Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.e.

Crime in Scotland.-The vVestminster Gazette on a recent
occasion had the following editorial paragraph :-" The Criminal
Statistics for Scotland for 1906, issued yesterday, make rather
sorry reading. Apprehensions and citations in twenty years have
increased 40 per cent., the total in 1906 being no fewer than
175,000 odd. Scotland is the land of distilleries, and the drink
figures given are certainly remarkable. The increase in the
number of persons charged in 1906 (more than II,OOO over 1905)
was, the report states, almost entirely due to drunkenness, the
persons charged with which increased from 42,160 to 55,45°; but
the total number of cases of drunkenness is returned at 1°5,452.
In fact, nine-tenths of the cases of disorder arise from intoxication.
This is surely a startling total. Curiously enough, the Highland
counties are the most sober, drunkenness being chiefly found
where there is plenty of money in the hands of the lowest class of
labourer."
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<tburcb lRotes.
Communions.-Dingwall, first Sabbath of February; Storno

way, third; Ullapool, first Sabbath of March; Portree, second.
Obituary.-We regret to notice the death during the past

month of two worthy Christians in the district of Beauly-Mr.
William Campbell, and Mrs. Morrison, Teanassie. The former
was a man of unique characteristics, prayerful and zealous in the
cause of truth; the latter, a lady of an amiable and charitable
disposition, a kind friend to those who loved and maintained the
doctrines of grace. Both had reached a ripe age. We hope to
have some further reference in a future issue.

Acknowledgments.-Rev. Neil Cameron, St. Jude's, begs to
acknowledge, with thanks, Five Dollars, for Rev. J. B. Radasi,
from a lady in Kincardine, Ontario, per D. C. ; also 4/ for Psalms
in Kaffir, from "A Free Presbyterian." Rev. J. S.Sinclair
acknowledges, with thanks, 5/, from M. T., for Mr. Radasi.

'Ube .maga3fne.
Corrections.-The word" energetically" in notice of " Sermons by J. K.

Popham" in last issue should have read" exegetically." Donation," Amic.,
Glasgow," was marked 2/6 instead of 5/ in last issue.

Subscriptions Received for Magazine.-A. M. Sinclair, Lydia St.,
Winnipeg, 2/6; W. Mackay, Dumbarton, 5/; A. Fraser, St. Jude's, £1 13S.
2d.; W. Matheson, Rogart, 2/6; M. Beaton, Hallin, Skye, 2/3; R. Finlay
son, Harlaw Street, Glasgow, 2/; Mrs. Mackay, Overscaig, 5/; Mrs. W. T.
Stuart, Langside, 2/6; G. Souter, Dingwall, £1 195.; Geo. Forrest, Bruce
field, Ontario, 15/; Mrs. M'Pherson, Park Hill, Ontario, 2/6; D. Clark,
Egmondville, Ontario, 7/6; Mrs. F. Munro, Thurso, 2/6; Mrs. Miller, Lynn
Valley, Ontario, 4/; Angus M'Leod, Culkein, Lochinver, 2/6; W. M'Kenzie,
Altyre, Beauly, 2/6; Mrs. M'Fadyen, Lochmaddy Hotel, North Vist, 6/8 ;
A. M'Farlane, Tyneside, Ontario, 2/6; Miss M'Donald, Alexandra Court,
London, 2/6; Miss C. M'Leocl, Newfielcl, Elphin, 2/; Miss M'Rae, P.O.,
Kyle, 3/6~; R. Forbes, Dennistoun, 2/6; E. Ross, Golspie, 1/6; Mrs. C.
St. Clair, Bridge-of-Weir, 2/6; Miss M'Lenmm, Toscaig, Applecrass, I/ll;
R. & K. Matheson, Strond, Hards, 5/6; E. Ross, Hunter's Street, London,
2/6; Mrs. M'Kinnon, Shore St., Applecrass, 2/6; Miss E. Mackay, Halkirk,
7/6; K. Munro, Nedd, Lochinver, 2/6; Miss M'Rae, Nedd, 2/6; M.
M'Kenzie, Drumbeg, 2/6; P. M'Lennan, Glaeme, Raasay, 2/6; Miss J.
M'Callum, Pirnmill, Arran, 2/6; Mrs. Mackay, Clashmore, Dornoch, 51;
John Dallas, Kingussie, IO/; H. M'Bain, Tordarroch, Daviot,2/6; D. M'Iver,
N. Tolsta, 5/; Miss Crawford, Windsor Ter., Glasgow, 2/6; Mrs. M'Donald,
Rangag, Latheran, 2/6; J. Adamson, Helmsdale, 2/9!; Mrs. Cameran,
Daviot, 2/6; J. Morrison, North Claremont St., Glasgow, 1/7; J. M'Lean,
Greenock, 13/6; Miss G. Mackay, Edinburgh, 2/6; Misses Vrquhart, Inver
gordon, 15/3; J. Urquhart, Dundee, 2/6; W. Mackay, Bookseller, 27 High
Street, Inverness, £2 I Ss.; J. Coltart, Bearsden, 5/; S. M. Fraser, Kingsmills
Road P.O., Inverness, 6/9; P. M'Kenzie, Beauly, 2/6; Nurse J. Sinclair,
Glasgow, 2/6; Rev. A. Paul, St. Kilda, Victoria, 10/; D. R. Niven, Welling
ton, New Zealand, 51; F. West, Croydon, Surrey, 2/6; A. Livingstone,
Fernabeg, Shieldaig, 5/7Yz; A. Campbell, Diabaig, Torridon, 2/6; Miss
Mackenzie, Montgomerie Drive, Glasgow, 2/6; H. M'Queen, Rutin-en,
Tomatin, 3/.




