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Meeting of $\?no().

T HE Half-yearly Meeting of Synod was held III the Free
Presbyterian Church, Inverness, on Tuesday the 9th day

of July. The Rev. Ewen Macqueen, Bonar, conducted public
worship at 12 noon, and preached from Luke xix. 13: "And he
called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said
unto them, Occupy till I come." After public worship was
ended, the Moderator constituteq the Synod with prayer, and the
roll was called. There were present :-From the Northern
Presbytery-Revs. D. Macfarlane, Dingwall; J. R. Mackay,
Inverness; E. Macqueen, Bonar (Moderator); and Norman
Matheson, Halkirk, ministers; with Messrs. Lachlan Maclean (for
Dingwall), and Angus Clunas, Inverness, elders. From the
Southern Presbytery-Revs. Neil Cameron, St. J ude's, and James
S. Sinclair, John Knox's, Glasgow (Clerk), ministers; with Mr.
Donald Kelly, St. Jude's, elder. From the Western Presbytery
Rev. Neil Macintyre, Glendale, minister.

Mr. William' Fraser was appointed officer of Court, and the
minutes of last Synod were read and approved of. The Clerk
read a resolution in favour of the abolition of the Indo-Chinese
Opium traffic, which was drawn up by a small Committee
appointed at last Synod, and forwarded to the Prime Minister,
Mr. Joha Morley and others. The resolution has been already
published in the Magazine. Rev. D. Macfarlane moved that
the Moderator be asked to publish his sermon. This was
seconded by the Rev. J. R. Mackay, and unanimously agreed to.

Examiners of Presbytery Records were then appointed--Revs.
Neil Cameron and J. R. Mackay for the Records of the Western
Presbytery; Rev. J. S. Sindair and Mr. Donald Kelly for those
of the Northern; and Rev, Neil Macintyre and Mr. Angus Clunas
for the Records of the Southern Presbytery. It was unanimously
agreed that all the members of Synod meet as a Committee on
Bills and Overtures at 4 p.m., at the F.P. Manse.

The Court adjourned, ~o meet again (God willing) at half-past
six in the evening. The meeting was closed with prayer.

The Synod met in the evening at the hour appointed, and was
10
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constituted with devotional exercises by the Moderator, Rev. Ewen
Macqueen. There were present: From the Southern Presbytery
-Revs. Neil Cameron and J. S. Sinclair (Clerk), ministers; with
Mr, Donald Kelly, elder. From the Western Presbytery--Revs.
Alexander Macrae, Portree; Neil Macintyre,Glendale; Dun.
M'Kenzie, Gairloch; and Donald °Graham, Shieldaig, ministers.
From the Northern Presbytery-Revs. D. Macfarlane, J. R.
Mackay, E. Macqueen (Moderator), and N. Matheson, ministers;
with Messrs. Lachlan Maclean and Angus Clunas, elders. The
minutes of the former sederunt were read and approved of.

The Clerk read the Report of Committee on Bills and
Overtu!jes as to the order of business, which was adopted. The
examit/ers of Presbytery records then briefly delivered their
reports, which were united in commending the manner in which
the various records were kept. Rev. J. R. Mackay spoke on a
motion, of which the Rev. D. Beaton gave notice at last Synod,
to the effect. that the Synod meet in future only once a year
instead of twice as at present. Mr. Mackay moved that the motion
be passed from until next meeting, when Mr. Beaton might be
able to be present and have an opportunity of speaking to the
motion himself. This was agreed to.

Mr. Clunas, treasurer, submitted his annual financial statement,
which is printed in another part of the Magazine. He stated that
the Sustentation Fund was very satisfactory, and also reported
that he had received a few days before a donation of £ 10 from
"One Interested,". to be applied to any fund the Synod might
direct. Rev. D. Macfarlane moved the adoption of 'the report in
the following motion: "The Synod approves of and adopts the
Financial Statement for the year ending 31st March, 19°7, now
read by the treasurer; acknowledges the Divine goodness in
supplying the material necessities of the Church's ministers and
missionaries; thanks the treasurer and auditors for their pains, and
orders that the Financial Statement be published as' in former years
in the August number of the Church's Magazine." Mr. Macfarlane
spoke briefly to each point in his motion, dwelling chiefly on the
Divine goodness as manifested in the temporal support of the
Church, and expressing the confidence that the Lord will provide
in the future as He has done in the past, for those who
endeavoured to lift up a testimony for His truth against error,
without respect to any material advantage. Mr. Lachlan Maclean,
elder, seconded the motion. The report was unanimously adopted,
and it was also agreed that the donation of £10 be added to the
Sustentation Fund. Rev. J., R. Mackay moved that the same
gentlemen be appointed as auditors for another year-Messrs.
Charles Maclean, Finlay Maciver, and Angus Fraser. Rev. Neil
Cameron seconded, and the motion was agreed to. Messrs.
Maclean, Maciver and Fraser, being present, kindly expressed their
willingness to act again in this capacity.

The Clerk read a letter he had received from Mr. James
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Mackenzie, Cliff House, Poolewe, intimating that he had decided
not to ask repayment of the loan of £200 he had given in July,
1898, to help the Raasay Congregation to build a Church and
Manse. Rev. D. Macfarlane spoke to the circumstances of the
Raasay Congregation in this connection, and concluded by moving
that the Synod express their hearty thanks to Mr. Mackenzie for
his generosity in not asking repayment of the loan of £200, and
instruct the clerk to communicate the same to Mr. Mackenzie.
Rev. Neil Cameron said he had great pleasure in seconding the
motion, which was cordially agreed to. .'

The next business was the appointment of the annual
coll~ctions. Rev J. R. Mackay moved that the Collections be
the same as last year; and be taken at the same dates, with the
exception that a special collection be taken with a view to clear
off the remaining debt on the Raasay Church Buildings on the
\\r"''' '2.a'b'bat'n 0\ 1\:pri\, 190'2>, ano. t'nat some other arrangement be
adopted for the maintenance of the Foreign Mission Fund than
the present annual public collection, which would ordinarily fall to
be made on the said date. Mr. Donald Kelly seconded the
motion, which was agreed to. The order of collections is on the
first Sabbath of each month mentioned, as follows :-

I. Organisation Fund-August:
2. Missionaries' and Catechists'-October.
3. Students' Aid-December.
4. Church Building-February.
5. Raasay Church Debt Collection-April.
6. Aged and Infirm Ministers', and Ministers' Widows and

Orphans-June. .
The next subject was the Foreign Mission Report. As the

collection for Foreign Missions was the last thing spoken of under
the preceding topic, Rev. Neil Cameron moved that the Synod
resolve that, instead of the annual public collection for Foreign
Missions, the Foreign Mission collection be made next year by
books, and that collectors be appointed by the several congre
gations for this purpose. This was agreed to.

Rev. Neil Cameron then read a very interesting letter from
Rev. John B. Radasi, Matabeleland, which is printed elsewhere
in this number, and which contains encouraging pews as to the
advance of the Mission under Mr. Radasi's supervision, and
reports the addition of several natives to the Church, who were
formerly members of the Presbyterian Church of South Africa,
some of whom have been long known as good men by Mr. Radasi,
and are able to conduct services and speak to. the people. The
Synod admired the wisdom and care with which Mr. Radasi
instructed them in the doctrine and worship of the Free
Presbyterian Church, and the clear and definite terms on which
they were admitted and which they accepted. Mr. Cameron
made some remarks on this encouraging advance in the Mission,
and also on the prospect of having a number of the Psalms in
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metre in the native tongue printed in a separate book for the use
of the Mission, which Mr. Radasi earnestly desir~d. Mr.
Cameron concluded by moving that the SYb10d record its satis
faction and thankfulness at Mr. Radasi's report of his labours, and
instruct the clerk to direct him to make a suitable collection of
the Psalms out of the Wesleyan and Presbyterian Hymn Books,
and to communicate with the authorities in, if necessary, both
cases, for permission to publish the same in a separate book, the
Synod taking responsibility for the printing and publishing of the
said book of Psalms. The motion was seconded by the Rev.
Alexander Macrae, and unanimously agreed to. It was also
moved, by the Rev. J. R. Mackay that NIr. Radasi's salary be
raiseer' from £100 to £ IIO, Mr. Mackay remarking that the
providence of God seemed to be about ~Ir. Radasi's whole
connection with the Free Presbyterian Church from the beginning
until now. The motion was seconded by the Rev. Duncan
Mackenzie, and cordially agreed to.

Rev. J. S. Sinclair, as editor and treasurer of the 1l'Iagazine,
gave a statement of the intromissions for the past year. He stated
that the circulation still continued at about the same number of

. nearly 2000 per month. There were some decreases in parcels,
but the single copies were increasing. Subscriptions were, on the
whole, very promptly paid. At the end of April there was a
balance due for the year of £26 odds, but there were £40 or so'
pre-payments. Since the above date he had received in over £ 1 I

of the balance due which 'brought it down to £14 odds, the
greater part of which sum was entirely good. Pre-payments were
also coming in week by week. He had received £8 3s. 4d. in
donations. The statement of accounts showed that if the full
value of the Magazine for the year was realised, apart from
donations and stock in hand, there would be' a very satisfactory
balance to credit. The Magazine was therefore quite solvent,
and able to maintain itself. Rev. Duncan Mackenzie moved that
the thanks of the Synod be given to the editor and treasurer for
his services. Mr. Mackenzie, in the course of some remarks,
earnestly appealed for an increase in' the circulation of the
Magazine, which, he said, was fitted to be an instrument of spiritual
good to many. He recommended that subscribers, if at all able,
should buy more than one copy, and make a point of sending it
to friends at home or abroad. In this way they might even be
instrumental in the conversion of souls to Christ through the
diffusion of the Gospel truth published in the pages of the
Magazine. Mr. Mackenzie's motion was seconded by Mr. Clunas,
and adopted. Rev. Mr. Macraemoved that any balance to credit
be given to the treasurer for his labours. This' was, seconded by
Mr. Donald Kelly, and agreed to. Rev. Neil Cameron also spoke
in approval of what had been said, and made some remarks on
the state of the funds and the work of the Magazine Committee.
It was agreed that arrangements for auditing the Magazine
accounts be left with the Committee.
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In the absence of the Rev. D. Beaton, who was theological
tutor for last session, Rev. J. R. Mackay read Mr. Beaton's report,
which ran as follows :-

REPORT ON THE THEOLOGICAL CLASSES FOR

SESSION 1906-19°7.

During the past session we studied some of the subjects usually
embraced under Ecclesiastical History and Biblical Criticism.
In Church history, two periods were gone over: (1) General
Church History from the beginning of the Christian era to the
Reformation in 1517; (2) Scottish Church History from early
times 1,mtil the Revolution Settlement. The method of tuition
was by text books with occasional lectures. Unfortunately the
time is too short to cover much ground in Church history, and it
would be a commendable thing to have an extra session for the
work of the class, so that our students might get a thorough
grounding in Scottish Church History at least. Near the end of
the session our students were introduced to the subject of Church
Government and they were examined daily in MacPherson's
Presbyterianism. Here again, if there was a longer period of study
the subject of Procedure in Church Courts might be ,touched on,
and the broad outlines of this intricate but useful branch of
theological equipment could be brought before our students.

The other subjects studied during the session were those usually
embraced under Biblical Criticism. These were as follow's :-(1)
Reading and translation of the Gospel according to John; (2) Exposi
tion and translation of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Questions relat
ing to the date, destination, theology and authorship of the Epistle
were discussed. And if I may be allowed to say so, it was no small
pleasure to be brought in this way to study so minutely this
precious portion of the ,Vord of God on which the Holy Spirit so
~videntJy has set His seal. (3) Our students were also introduced
to the study of the difficult science of New Testament Textual
Criticism, and in connection with this they studied the historical
part of Nestlc's Textual Criticism of the New Testament; but for
the praxis of the science we turned to another guide, using
Miller's little handbook on this subject. This subject, in view of
the questions raised by the Revised Version, is peculiarly
important, and it is necessary that our students should have some
idea of the first principles of the science. During certain days of
the week 1 gave lectures On the Canon and dealt with such
questions as the test of canonicity, the right of a book to be
regarded as canonical, and briefly touched on the historical
evidence for the books of the New Testament to their place in
the Canon. Here again I am impressed more than ever of the
necessity of adding an extra year to the curriculum. In church
history, knowledge of the Church's triumphs, struggles, progress, or
backsliding may be a,cquired afterwards, but most of the subjects
under biblical criticism are not industriously studied after the
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theological curriculum is at an end. I need scarcely. remind the
members of Synod of the vast importance of these subjects and
the necessity of bringing before our students questions dealing
with the date and authorship of the New Testament books.
Besides, in recent times, New Testament Greek has become now
a well defined separate branch of study from classical Greek, but
owing to the shortness of our curriculum we cannot devote but a
very short part of our time to the study of the grammar and
language of the New Testament; and as for what is termed
Introduction, little or no attention can be given to it, except the
particular book we may be studying for the session. While I
bring these matters before the Synod, it is not my desire that the
Synod at its present session should pass any. opinion on my
proposals, but that members might take it into consideration.
Our Church all along has laid peculiar stress on the necessity of
our students being spiritually taught men, and while I trust this
will always be recognised as of paramount importance among us,
and the day never come for us as a Church when theological
discipline will be considered of more importance than grace, yet
at the same time, provided human learning take its true place as a
handmaiden. to Christ and lay all its treasure at His feet, it is an
attainment not only useful but highly commendable and tp be
sought after.

It gives me pleasure to report that the students showed
commendable diligence in their classwork, and in the written
examinations the results were highly satisfactory. I h1Ve also to
acknowledge the Synod's great kindness in the grant of money
they made to Rev. J. R. Mackayand myself for the purchase of
books, and also of the arrangement whereby the Wick pulpit was
supplied during the session, and in connection with this latter
arrangement I feel my sincere thanks are due to our students who
so willingly and kindly supplied the pulpit any time I asked them.
This arrangement has eased considerably the heavy strain \yhich
teaching and preaching entailed in former sessions.

The next topic in order of business was "Remits from
Presbyteries." Northern Presbytery.-There were two remits.
The first related to the supply of Gaelic services at Wick. The
Clerk was instructed to write Mr. A. Macleod, missionary,
Dunbeath, to see if he could supply for some Sabbaths. The
second was the case of Mr. James Cameron, Dingwall, and the
supply of Beauly. It was left with Rev. J. R. ~ 1ackay to
communicate with Mr. Cameron, and to arrange. ,Vestern
Presbytery.-There were two remits from this Presbytery. The
first had reference to supply for Laide in room of the late
Mr. Roderick Mackenzie, missionary. The Synod were asked to
approve the appointment of Mr. John Mackenzie to attend at
Laide every third Sabbath, and to fix his salary. Mr. Macintyre
spoke to the remit, and moved that the Synod approve and fix the
salary at £10 per annum. This was agreed to. The second
remit was the appointment of Mr. John Macaulay at Plockton, in
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room of the late Mr. John Macrae, and the fixing of his salary.
The appointment was approved, and the salary was fixed at
£7 lOS, per quarter.

On the topic of the Canadian Mission, it was intimated that
communications had been received from Canada with regard to
the appointment of trustees there on the residue of the estate of
the late Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, Lucknow, Ontario, which
residue had been left to the Free Presbyterian Church in Canada
in connection with the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland.
Rev. Neil Cameron submitted a motion as to the appointment of
Mr. George Forrest and others, which was approved. Rev. J. R.
Mackay stated the steps that had been taken in Committee in
connection with the sending out of the deputy for the present
year. It had been prol>osed to send out at once an ordained
missionary, but circumstances this year, which he explained, did
not permit, and so it was decided to send cut a deputy in the
usual way, who was' directed to include Winnipeg, Manitoba, as
part of the mission.

Under the head of "Competent Business," Rev. A. Macrae,
Portree, reported as to a meeting \Yith the Raasay congregation on
the subject of calling a minister. He said that Raasayand Broad
ford had been constituted by the Synod 'one charge but that
Raasay now wanted to be disjoined from Broadford. Rev. Neil
Cameron moved, and Rev, Neil Macintyre seconded a motion to
the effect that the former arrangement of Raasay and Broadford
as one charge must be adhered to.

The subject of the new" School Catechism" was next taken up,
and a committee, consisting of Revs. J. R. Mackay, N. Camero'n,
and J. S. Sinclair, was appointed to draw up a statement in dis
approval of the Catechism.

Attention was also called to the Bill by Mr. T. L. Corbett,
presently before Parliament, asking for a Commission to enquire
into the need for the inspection of Monastic and Conventual
Institutions. The Clerk remarked that it was a' disgrace that out
of 22 Scottish members who voted on the first. reading 6f the
Bill, which was carried by a small majority, 12 should have voted
against the Bill. It was agreed that the Rev. Messrs. Mackay,
Cameron, and Sinclair, also draft a resolution on this subject and
forward it to Mr. Corbett, and others.

Rev. J. R. Mackay said that it was desirable there should be a
larger attendance of their lay members at meetings of Synod, and
moved that it be a recognised rule that all members of Synod
should attend at least once a year. Rev. Neil Cameron seconded,
and the motion was unanimously agreed to. It was also moved
by the Rev. Neil Macintyre, and agreed to, that moderators of
mission stations shall be expected to visit their stations once a year.

The Court adjourned to meet again (God willing) at Glasgow,
on Tuesday affer, the second Sabbath of November, at eleven
o'clock forenoon.

The meeting was closed with praise and prayer.

~--~---------
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lRotes of a Sermon.
Preached by the Rev. EWEN MAcQuEEN, Moderator,

At the Opening of the Free Presbyterian Synod at Inverness,
on 9th July, 1907.

" And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said
unto them, Occupy till I come."-LuKE xix. 13.

As you can see, this is a part of the parable spoken by the
Redeemer on an occasion when those who followed Him

expected that He was to set up an earthly kingdom. For it
appears that the Jews expected that the Messiah was to gather the
outcasts of Israel into Galilee, having His seat in J eru~alem, and
that He was often to frequent the Mount of Olives. Instead of
encouraging them in this belief, the Redeemer here seems to bring
before them the nature of His kingdom, and indicates that instead
of remaining among them He was to depart into a far country. In
our text, then, we shall consider :-

1.-The One who is brought before us as calling His servants;
11.-Those whom He called;
IlL-What He committed unto them; and ~

IV.-The charge given in connection with the thing committed.
1.-The One brought before us as calling. He is in the context

calied first a nobleman. There can be little dOllbt but Christ
Htrnself is the person so named. It may be said that He is the
fountain of all true nobility, for whatsoever is noble in angels or
men is all from Him.. Some claim to be nobles because they
belong to ancient notable families. But He is ahead of them all in
this. He is styled in the Word of God the Ancient of Days. He
is the brightness of the Father's glory, and the express image of
His Person. He is said to be holy, harmless, undefiled, and
separate from sinners. When He was reviled, He reviled not
again; when He suffered, He threatened not. He is fairer than
the sons of men. He is "white and ruddy, the chiefest among
ten thousand. His head is as the most fine gold; his locks are
bushy and black as a raven. His eyes are as the eyes of doves
by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set. His
cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers; his lips like lilies,
dropping sweet-smelling myrrh. His hands are as the gold rings
set with the beryl. His belly is as bright ivory overlaid with
sapphires. His legs are qS pillars of marble set upon sockets of
fine gold. His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the
cedars. His mouth is most sweet, yea, he is altogether lovely.'"
Isaiah speaks of Him :--" For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God,
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." The Apostle John's
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testimony concerning Him is, that" the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory-the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." And again, the
Apostle Peter said concerning Him, that" he was the Christ, the
Son of the living God."

Nobles are counted all the more noble when they condescend
to men of low degree. Surely in this respect Christ is above all
creature-nobility. It is said of Him that although He was of the
form of God, and thought it not robbery to be equal with God,
that He made Himself of no reputation, taking. upon Him the
form of a servant; "yea, he was obedient unto death, even the
death of the Cross." He calls unto Himself the weary and the
heavy laden that He may give them rest. By His enemies He
was styled "tbe friend of publicans and sinners." In Him the
friendless find a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. He
wept with those who wept, He was eyes to the blind, hearing to
the deaf, a heater of all manner of disease; yea, it may be said
that He brought Himself to the greatest poverty that He might
enrich those who were poor. He sweat drops of blood, and died
the accursed death of the Cross that He might reconcile sinners
unto God. He wept over impenitent sinners, showing that His
noble bowels yearned over them, although they hated Him, and
He prayed, as they nailed His holy body to the-:barren Cross, that
this sin might not be laid to their charge. Surely this, dear
friends, reveals Him to be noble in deed.

Again, this nobleman is said to "have gone to a far country, to
receive for himself a kihgdom, and to return." This we take al,;o
to be true of Christ. It is said that after His resurrection He
was taken up from this earth, and that a cloud received Him out
of His disciples' sight. And again we find the Spirit, through the
Apostle Peter, saying that the heavens must receive Him until the
time of the restitution of all things. He is said to be sitting at
the right hand of the Father, far above principalities and pow'ers,
might and dominion, not only on earth, but also in heaven.
Without enquiring into the location of heaven, let us view certain
aspects in which heaven may be considered as a far country.

On account of sin we can say that a distance was put between
us and God, which neither angels nor men could ever bridge.
And taking the parable wherein Abraham is brought before us as
speaking to Dives-telling him that there was a great gulf lying
between them, so that none of those who were with Dives could
ever go to the place where Abraham was, nor could any go from
Abraham to the place where the rich man was-we may learn the
nature of the separation which sin caused between God and
men. Again, Christ Himself, in speaking of the kingdom of God,
revealed that except a man should be born again, he could in no
wise enter into that kingdom. And again-as the Apostles speak
about it-when the Lord is to receive His people unto Himself,
they are said to be caught up with the Lord in the air. And it is
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very manifest that there will exist a great distance between Cbrist
and His redeemed on the one hand, and the devil and the lost on
the other hand For the latter are said to depart fram Him into
tbe place prepared for the devil an'd his angels.

Again, it is here said that it was to receive for himself a
kingdom that this nobleman went into a far country. This is
surely true of Christ. We find Him in the intercessory prayer
praying that He might be glorified with that glory which He had
with the Father before the world was; and that as He finished the
work which the Father gave Him to do, He might now be put in
possession of that reward which be merited. We find in Psalm
ii. that the Father is brought in as saying to Christ: "Ask
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance,
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession."
And again, it is to Christ those words of Psalm xxiv. are
addressed: "Lift up your heads,·O ye gates; and be ye lift up,
ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in." And
again, He speaks Himself to His disciples tbat as He got a
kingdom from tbe Father, He was appointing them a kingdom.
Some are of opinion that Christ wili-not continue a mediator for
ever and ever, but that His mediatorship will come to an end
when His Church is made perfect. This we cannot take, for we
are led to understand that as He is said to have tbe key of David,
and openeth and no man shutteth, al.ld shuttetb and no man
openeth; it is from Him as their King that His people shall
receive all tbe joys which they will ever have in heaven. It is
said that "the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto fountains of living waters."

The third thing brought before us about this nobleman is tbat
he is "to return." There is no doubt here as to his returning.
Other noblemen might doubt when they leave if they should ever
come back. Death might prevent them, troubles might keep
thern from returning, many a thing might come in their way, but
none of those can prevent Christ returning. He dieth no more.
He is eternally above troubles. He is disposer of all things. His
returning is sure. "Our God shall surely come." We find that
this was a theme upon which the Apostles dwelt with the utmost
delight, and ever prayed fervently that it might be accomplished.
Yes, dear friends, He shall return, and every eye shall see Hi rn,
and they also which pierced Him, and all the nations of the world
shall wail because of Him. Some indeed live as if Christ was
never to return, but we find Him often warning his disciples to
be always watching, because they knew not the hour when He
might appear; and those who are taught of Him are made to
understand that they are all yet to stand before Him to give an
account of all the deeds done in the body, whether they be good
or bad. May we so live as men who are expecting Christ to
return !

n.-We .proceed to observe some things concerning those
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whom He is said to have called. They are said to be His
servants. We have to notice in the context that His citizens
hated Him, but it is not those who hated Him that He at this
time called. Not that we think that there is any difference by
nature between those who are said to have hated Him and those
whom He called. Yet, by the term used concerning servants,
we are led to llnderstand that they were men who were bought
with a price. The Apostle styles himself as the bond-servant
the doulos-of Jesus Christ. Again, the Church of God is spoken
of as bought with His own blood. Again, the Spirit through
Peter testifies that they knew that they were not bought with such
corruptible things as silver and gold, but with the precious blood
of Christ, as that of a Lamb without blemish and without spot.
And yet again, they are said to be not their own, inasmuch as
they have been "bought with a price." Oh, that we always
carried this in our minds, that we were so dearly bought. Now,
this buying may be regarded as something" taking place without
them. Something more was needed inr-order to make servants of
them. Christ, in speaking to His disciples, said that it was
expedient for them that He should go away, for if He would not
go away the Comforter would riot come unto them, but if He
would depart He would send Him unto them; \~Then the
Comforter came he was to convince the world of sin, of righteous
ness, and of judgment. We noticed already that there was no
difference by nature between them, and those who continued to
hate Him. It was the Spirit that revealed to them through the
Word of God the slavery they were in in'servil1g sin and Satan,
and that if they continued the servants of sin they would get the
wages of sin which is death. This gave them to be concerned to
get another master. It was the same Spirit who revealed to them
their lost state that also revealed to them Christ in the glory of
His person, and of His finished work, 'and that enlightened their
minds in His knowledge, persuading and enabling them to

embrace Him as their Lord and Master, alld to say with others,
"Thine are we, 0 David, and on thy side, thou Son of Jesse."
They were constrained by His love. As the Apostle says, "The
love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one
died for all then were all dead," so that those that" live should
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him who died for
them and rose again." And we may say that they all mourned
that they served in the devil's ranks so long. We find the
Apostle of the Gentiles casting a sorrowful glance over his past
life, bewailing bitterly the time he spent fighting against Him who
loved him and who gave Himself for him. And may we not say
to this very day that we meet with some-although they are few
who look upon the time spent in the service of sin as seasons
they would fain erase from the number of days, for they have
become bitter to them as the ashes of the golden calf which
Moses caused the children of Israel to drink.
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This much as to their being servants in a sense common to all
the Lord's children.

Now, we find that it was those who were His servants whom He
at this time called. And although I do not lay emphasis upon it,
nor do I mean to say that the Redeemer specially meant the call
to the ministry in this place, yet as I am addressing this Synod, I
may refer to the fact that it is necessary for those who enter the
ministry to have Christ's special call to that office. Some, we read,
ran, without being sent, and without being the servants of Christ
in the sense first referred to. Of such we would say that they
praise One whom they neither know nor love. What drudgery
must it be to them to go from Sabbath to Sabqath to the house
where prayer is wont to be made, with a cold heart, worldly
affections, and but like the blind leading the blind to fall at length
both into the ditch! Some because of earthly emoluments enter
the ministry, but they are only hirelings and flee when the wolf
cometh. But Christ's true ministers have a special call from
Himself. It was after the apostles were genuine believers that
Christ called them to the mimstry, saying: "Follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men." We believe that to this day such a
word may have moved others to go forward to this sacred office.
With such He has promised to be to the end of the world. They
may be known in the world, for Satan will be against them, when
those who please him, in lulling sinners asleep, get on as their
hearts would wish. But Christ's true ministers will be tempted,
and Satan's emissaries will accuse them in their endeavour to
preach Christ crucified of being vain-glorious and self-righteous.
But they may well bear it, for Christ forewarned them that such
should be the case: "If ye were of the world, the world would
love his own, but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore, the world hateth you."
But sufficient is it to the servant to be as his master, and certainly
the more closely one follows Christ, the more the spirit of the
seed of the serpent shall be revealed against him.

IlL-This leads us to consider briefly what he committed
unto them. The word here used, "mina," is rendered" a pound,"
although that may not be its exact equivalent in our money. The
Lord's servants differ as to gifts, but without entering upon that,
we shall take the "mina" in this way, that the Lord has com
mitted a whole Bible unto each of them. It is said of the Old
Testament Church that unto them were committed the oracles of
God, and, certainly, what is committed unto us is the completed
canon of the Old and New Testament Scriptures. This may be
said to bear the King's image. We are told to "search the
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are
they which testify" of Christ. Without the written Word we
would have no knowledge of the Father's love in the gift of His
only begotten Son, nor could we have any knowledge of the Son,
as our representative, and propitiation for our sins; nor could we
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learn our own total depravity, and our absolute need of the Holy
Spirit in order to our forsaking the ways of sin and the slavery of
Satan, and embracing Christ as our Lord and Saviour. The
"pound" is for trading, and we may say that Christ gave it to
trade thereby with God himself. Among ourselves, ships will
trade between Glasgow and New York and bring home their
cargoes. Similarly, in spiritual matters, Christ's servants must
trade between the covenant of grace and their own as well as
their hearers' needs. Some may think it strange that we say that
they trade with the covenant of grace, but the Lord Himself comes
to our aid, putting words into our mouth when he saith, "Come
now and let us reason together, though your sins be as scarlet
they shall be white as snow, though they be red as crimson they
shall be as wool." And again in Hosea, "Take with you words
and say unto Him, Take away all iniquity,' and receive us
graciously, so shall we render the calves of our lips." Yes, dear
friends, it is· true of those into whose heart Christ has put His
Word by His Spirit that they cannot but be daily knocking at His
gates, waiting at the posts of His door. It is in the Word they
find life for themselves. "Unless," said the Psalmist, "in thy
most perfect law my soul delights had found, I should have
perished whereas my troubles did abound."

It is with "the Word". they would like to trade with their
fellow-creatures. v

It is by the Word they seek to comfort the feeble-minded.
It is by the Word they desire to relieve the oppressed, to console
the bereaved; and in whatsoever state a child of God may be,
those to whom He committed the" mina)) of His own vVord, see
that it is well adapted to meet all the cases of His own children.
It is this "mina)) they would like to use in dealing with the
unconverted. They know that nothing will break down the
ramparts of Satan but that Word which is as the hammer tnat
breaketh and as the fire that melteth. Some hide the Word
of God amid the dross of flowery language. Some take the
edge off it by using apologies for quoting it in the ears of
their fellow-sinners. But if the Word of the Lord was used as it
is given to us by Himself, it is adapted for the conviction of
sinners as well as for their conversion. Even our British coins
are not accepted all over the world at their worth; but the Word
of God is a coin that will be accepted in heaven, that must be
accepted in hell, and, whether willingly or unwillingly, evil spirits
and men must acknowledge it. "The devils," we are told,
"believe and tremble," and that because it. is revealed to them
that there is a day of wrath to come upon them greater than they
have experienced yet, though bound in chains of darkness. And
those who are lost of mankind, who had the Bible in time,
must acknowledge that it is the Word which they were called
upon in this world to hear and to believe as the Word of God.
And on earth it is received by some with their wh.ole hearts as
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the Word of God, which liveth and endureth for ever, and
although heaven and earth should pass away, this Word shall not
pass away. Even those who find fault with it-such as
Professors, who might be called daylight dreamers, fancying that
there is this and that wrong in it-have still to acknowledge, as
they say themselves, that the" Word· of God is in it."

IV.-This leads us to consider briefly, in the fourth place, the
charge given in connection with what He committed unto them,
wherein we find (I) how they were to use what He gave them,
and (2) that He was come to reckon with them for this which He
committed unto them.

(I) The word "occupy" means (a) that they were to be interested
in it, and (b) to be working with it, and (c) to take care of it.

(a) We find that Christ speaks about His people as abiding in
His Word, and His Word abiding in them, so when He committed
the Word to His peo-ple, it may be said that it was for this very
reason that they should abide in the Word, as we find the Psalmist
speaking about the Word of God as being a covert to him. We
ought to abide in the Word of God, for it is the only guide we
have to lead us to Christ and to remind us of Christ, for if we go
out of the Word of God for a moment in our thoughts we have
nothing but what the Word of God terms vanity.-" Man's
thoughts to be but vanity the Lord doth well discern." It is sad
to see in our day people who profess to be the followers of Christ
abiding not in the Word of CChrist, but abiding in what is termed
"Higher Criticism," and faultfinding with the Word of God.

(b) They were to be working with it. We find the Spirit
·calling upon the followers of Christ to preach the Word, to be
instant in season and out of season. We mentioned already that
it was to trade with they got it. Man really taught of the Spirit
feels himself at times somewhat like the prophet who declares that
the Word was like fire in him. Nowadays it is not the Word of
God that appears to be setting people on fire, but we find the most
fired with the love of property. We do not find that Christ said to
any of His disciples, "Shew great zeal for things of the world."
Neither do we find His apostles entangling themselves in the things
that perish in the using; but we find them assuring us that there
was a woe upon them unless they preached the gospel of Christ.
Those in the highest stations in the churches of the present day
appear to think that Christ calls upon them to spend their time search
ing for what is genuine in this" mina" and what is not. Some will
tell us that some parts of it are a wilderness: others will tell us that
there are errors and immoralities in it: another will tell us that he
finds only one demon, where this "pound" tells us that there was a
legion, and that it was superstition that caused that woman who
had the issue of blood to say, "If I may but touch the hem of his
.garment I shall be made whole." Surely it is not with the coin
which Christ gave to His Church they trade when this is the
.interest they seem to get from it. We may be a despised few in the
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land, but although we are few, if we, by the grace of God, trade
with what He has given us, we may hear at last, "Good and
faithful servant," although not successful servant.

(c) They were to take care of it. It is in order to take care of
His Word that He committed His Word unto them under the Old
Testament dispensation. He was charging them to have it as
frontlets between their eyes, to be reading it in their lying down
and in their rising up, that one race should teach it to another
race, "that so the race that was to come might well then learn
and know, and sons unborn who should arise might to their sons
them show." ';Vhen they were forgetting it, and getting careless
what was to become of it, He was manifesting His displeasure
against them. He calls solemnly upon those who appeared like
" the earth" to hear the Word of the Lord. He tells us to buy it
and to sell it not.We find the Apostle Paul under the inspiration
of the Spirit charging his son in the faith to take care of that
which was committed unto him, which meant the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. He warns him against the days that were coming in
which they could not endure sound doctrine, but their ears would
be turned to fables. This we find to be very prevalent in our day,
for they cannot endure the Word of God, but whether they hear or
forbear, what we got to occupy till He comes is His own Word.
We may be called narro\vminded, selfish, and vain-glorious, but may
our ear ever be open to those words of Christ, "occupy till I come."
If we were impressed with the greatness of the Person who is
revealed in His Word, and the importance of His Word to us, we
would be as immovable before the cavillings of sinners and the
back-biting of false professors, as the moon is before the barking of
dogs. We must seek to follow and to take care of the Word of God
before our own interests. We are told by Him to consider the lilies
how they grow. They are very fair to look upon. It was Christ
who made them so, and if He thus clothe the grass of the field
which to-day is and to-morrow is cut down, how much more will he
clothe you, 0 ye of little faith? Let us then, dear friends, seek to
mind the Word of God, and we have His promise for it that He
will remember us. This leads us to the second thing mentioned.

(2) He was to reckon with them for what He committed unto
them. It is not said" till I return," but" till I come." His first
coming was a humble coming. He came as a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief. None could see any beauty or glory in Him
but those whose eyes were opened to see His glory; but His
second coming will be so glorious that the very heavens and the
earth shall melt away to their original nothing before the rays of
His glorious countenance; yea, it will eclipse all the outward
manifestations that were ever given of the glory of God.

"Before Him fire shall waste, great storms
Shall compass him abOllt."

It is said that He shall fold the heavens as a scroll, and that the
earth shall wax old as doth a garment, that 'every mountain and
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island shall be removed, that men shall be crying to the hills,
"Fall on us," and to the rocks, "Cover us," that their hearts shall
be failing them, and all on account of that terrible majesty in
which Christ shall appear; "E'very eye shall see Him, and
they also who pierced Him, and all kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of Him." Oh, dear friends, let us seek grace
to think of this day and to commit the keeping of our souls
unto Him that we may not be ashamed before Him at His
coming. You will find in the context that the nobleman referred
to called unto him his servants in order to find out what
they did with what he committed unto them; and we are
assured that we are to appear at the judgment seat of Christ to
render our account. It is clear from the Word of God that, at the
resurrection, the righteous are first to rise and to be brought
before Christ, and all are said to be judged according to that which
is written in the books; and, think you, dear friends, if we shall be
among them, shall it be a grief to us that we adhered to the Word
of God? No. We find Him assuring them that whosoever forsook
houses or lands for His sake shall, in this life, receive an hundred
fold, and at the resurrection life everlasting. Property and the favour
of men will be little thought of then. In our day, the minister
that does not dease all classes is not considered a man or a
Christian, and the Church whose creed cannot receive all-corners is
not considered worth following; but at the coming of Christ, it is
those who follow His Word and occupy themselves in it and with
it that shall have boldness to look up. We have to acknowledge

. His goodness to us in the past and may say with others, "Ebenezer,
hitherto hath the Lord helped." May we get grace to trade with
the Word till He comes for us at death and then commit it to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also, and His name
shall have the glory, and our souls shall have the salvation that is
world without end!

Affectionate yet Searching Counsel.-New acquaintance
with strange lords' is the ready way to make a wound in grace's
side, which will not heal in haste; the sore may close before the
wound drys up; for grace is a tender piece and is very early
distempered with the backslidings of our present time, and if the
wheels of it be once broke with sin, all the help in the world will
not make it go about until it be put in Christ's hand. I hope I
have said no more in this matter than is needful, for I have seen the
marks of tenderness deeply drawn on your carriage. The temper
of these backsliding times invites us to double our diligence in
seeking of God; for it seems God has a mind to search Jerusalem
with lighted candles, and to visit all your chambers; and there
shall not be a pin in all your graces but God shall know whether
it be crooked or even; He will never halt until He be at the
bottom of men's hearts.-Peden's Letter to the prisoners in
Dunnottar Castle. .
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(WRITTEN BY HER OWN HAND.)

(Continued from page IQ?)'

ON Wednesday afternoon, it being the time my comrades and
I set apart for prayer; in which place I got a new discovery

of the Lord's favour to my soul. I can tell it-to the praise of
God-that we seldom met in this duty but I got some experience
of the love of God manifested to me.

On Thursday, being the fast day, I was in a very. ill frame
nothing suitable to the duty of the day. The sermons had little
effect on me, if it was not in the afternoon, where Mr. William
Crichton was on Amos vii. 2. I thought there was something of
the Spirit of God witnessed with him, speaking of the pardon of sin.

On Friday, Mr. Meldrum preached in the Tron-kirk, on
2 Timothy iv. 8, "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness." He observed, that a child of God might come to
a distinct knowledge (Of their interest in ·Christ while here, and·
that there was nothing else here they could make sure to them
selves but this only. As many a time he hath been God's
messenger to me, so was he this day, where I found the breathings
of the Spirit of God on my soul. After I came home I thought I
got the Lord's presence in some measure again, where I besought
he would make me ready for that solemn occasion now near
approaching, and that my graces might be put in exercise, so tpat
I might be a bride for Christ.

On Saturday morning I found the reflects of what I met with
Sabbath last beginning to revive again, and the Spirit of the Lord
quickening me, where I was enabled to cry for these petitions,
which at that time lay weighty on me, to have granted. Such as
a loathsome sight of sin; an holy and spiritual walk at all times,
in all places, and in whatsoever circumstances; and that I might
be a useful Christian in my day and generation. This was a time
more than ordinary to me, where I got leave to act faith, that the
Lord would grant me these requests; that word being borne in
upon me, "To-morrow the Lord will come down and do wonders
among you." This made me go joyfully to the house of prayer,
waiting for the out-makings of these promises. This day Mr.
William Mitchell was on these words, "Woman, why weepest
thou? Whom seekest thou?" John xx. 15. Where he observed,
First, That the soul that was seeking Christ would never give over
till it find Him. Secondly, That Christ's absence was such a
trouble to a believer, that all other sights in the world could not
content them, till they found Him, no, neither angels nor ministers.
To this doctrine I could set my seal; for what is all the world
without Him? Give me Christ and nothing, rather than a world
without Him. 11
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But that which was more particular to me was Mr. John
Anderson on covenanting, from Ezek. xvi., 8, "I entered into a
covenant with thee, and thou becamest mine." Where he
observed, that it was the privilege of believers to be in a covenant
relation with God. He spoke to the parties covenanting, and to
the terms of both parties; at which tim"e, and in what place, I
called all in heaven and earth to witness that I was made willing

. and content to this bargain. This sermon was so desirable to me
that. I cannot forbear to set down some of the terms, both on
God's part and the believer's. As to the first, That God, in His
covenant, promised to make over Himself, and all that is His, for
the supplying of the needs and necessities of His. Secondly, That
He would take up His abode and dwell with them. Thirdly,
That He would defend them from their enemies. There were
several other things he had on this head which my memory hath
slipped. The terms on the believer's part were, Fir£t, To receive
Christ as Lord. Secondly, To renounce all other lovers. Thirdly,
Resignation of all to Him, and subjection to His holy will for
evermore. 0 what power I found come along with these things,
so that I thought every sentence had m<lre weight and life than
another! I thought I would never weary of this sweet subject,
which was like mar~w to the bones. After the public worship
was over, I began to lay these things seriously to heart, and anew
to enter covenant with the Trinity of heaven. 0 that I may have
it to say with David, "Thou hast made with me an everlasting
covenant, well ordered in all things, and sure," that I may not be
calling it in question, as I have done formerly. 0 seal me by Thy
word and Spirit, and I shall seal the covenant with my heart and
soul, and subscribe it with my hand; and let this peace be a
standing witness betwixt Thee and me, that I am Thine, and
Thou art mine for ever. Then were the terms of the covenant
laid out in broad band before me. I shall set down what then I
engaged and solemnly vowed before the Lord, with lifted up
hands, on my bended knees.

"I here desire to receive Christ into my heart in all his offices,
as prophet, priest, and king. 0 Lord, when I stand in need of
any of them, deny me not assistance, that when I am in the dark
anent my duty, either concerning my soul or things of this world,
that, on my application to Thee, Thou wilt direct me what to do:
o say Amen to this according to Thy promise! Psalm 1. I S. Thou
also kliowest, that by reason of a body of sin and death, I am daily
polluting myself, so that I soon lose my confidence in approaching
the throne of grace. 0 let Thy righteousness be in stead for me;
intercede for me there, that I may get free access every day, as
often as need requires. Lord, say Amen to this also, according
to that word-Eph. ii. 18. Thou also knowest that I have many
enemies from without and from within; the devil to tempt me,
the world to allure me, pleasures to captivate me in a wrong way,
a corrupted nature inclined to everything that is evil: 0 come
then as a king, fight against all these my enemies, for they are not
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Dnly my enemies, but they are Thine also; for they all agree in
one-to destroy the work of grace which Thou hast planted in my
soul! 0 Lord, whenever any of these assault me, because I am
weak, I have no more ado but make my recourse to Thee for help
against them. And let Thy good word be made out to me, Who
commandest us to cast our burden on the Lord, and Thou wilt
sustain us. This day, 0 Lord, I desire to put a bill of divorce
ment in the hands of all my strange lovers, and say with Ephraim
'What have I any more ado with idols?' Thou only knowest
what a nest of unclean creatures I have within me: since Thou
first took a dealing with me, I never wanted some idol or other,
·contending for Christ's room most unreasonably; but I here
promise, before heaven this day, in Thy strength, there shall never
any other get such room in my heart, but Christ only: and in
token hereof, I give my affections to Thy keeping, let them never
go out after any thing but what shall be pleasing to Thee. 0 but
I find this one of the hardest pieces of religion, to get the right
hand and the right eye of my affections plucked out; but this I
know, Thou commandest nothing but Thou hast promised
strength to perform. 1. here this day make a solemn, voluntary,
and whole surren,der of myself to Thee, soul and body, with all
the faculties and members thereof: all that· is mine, or ever shall
be mine, I devote to be for Thee and Thine. If, in providence,
Thou shah see it meet to bestow on me any of this world's goods,
it shall be at Thy disposal whenever thou callest for it, either to
support or supply any of Thy needy members; or, if to lay it
down to bear a testimony for Thy truth and interest, all that is
mine is Thine: and, for my ordinary walk, I dedicate the tenth of
all that I possess; have I much, or have I little, this I desire to
observe. And any other enjoyments Thou shalt be pleased to
bestow on me, let me know, in that state and station, how to lay
Dut myself for Thee and Thine. Lord, accept of this dedication,
and give me light in this matter that I run not into extremes, either
to the right hand or to the left; and let me have that part of the
covenant made out to me-Psalm xxv. 14. I here again, in the
sight of heaven and earth, desire to subject myself to Christ, to be
content with whatsoever lot He shall be pleased to measure out to
me in this world, and, with Paul, to learn, in whatsoever state I
am, therewith to be content. If, in Thy providence, Thou
trystest me with poverty, I am content; if with reproach, for Thy
name's sake, I am content; though all the world should become
mine enemies, for Thy name's sake, I am content to suffer
persecution and trials for Thy interest, though it were to lie in a
prison or dungeon, to be scourged or tormented, I lay my account
with it, and am content to be brought to a gibbet or a stake to be
burnt at, for to bear a testimony to Thy truth. I here, this day,
willingly take up the cross to follow Thee through all difficulties
whatsoever, without a grudge. My life is a sheet of blank paper,
fill it up with what Thou pleasest. I am here this day content to
live as long as Thou pleasest, to die when Thou thinkest
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convenient; Thy will is my will. Now, 0 Lord, Thou seest I
make fair promises; but, in Thy sight I profess, I will never keep
one of them, but on condition Thou put the same mind in me
that was in Christ Jesus, to have a suffering spirit, and Thy
presence to be with me. I commit' myself to Thy keeping; if
ever Thou bring a trial to Scotland, Lord, never suffer me to
turn my back upon Thy persecuted way, be the hazard what it
will, keep me from sinful compliance any manner of way. I am
content to take up my cross and follow Thee; but not in my own
strength, for without Thee I can do nothing. 0 Lord, grant this
unto me, that this Communion pass not over with as little fruit
and success as others have done; but, from this day, let there be
seen a real change qn my conversation: whereas before it was
foolish, carnal, and earthly, now let it be holy., spiritual, and
heavenly, that I may endeavour, as near as possible, to attain to
perfection. 0 that I may never sin deliberately any more. Now,
o Lord, all that I desire from Thee, as to thirigs temporal, is that
Thou wouldst give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on; let
me have neither poverty nor riches, but food convenient for me,
without being burdensome to any;' and that Thou wouldst seek
me out a being in this world that may be most for Thy glory and
my good: whether out of service or in service, only let me be a
dedicated servant to Thee all the days of my life."

I dare not but acknowledge that the Spirit of the Lord enabled
me to put up these petitions to the Father in the name of the
Son; and I got great faith to believe I was accepted, and that He
would come down and work wonders amongst us, and that He
would do for me above what either I could ask or crave. Mean
time, I was thus banqueted in the house of love, 0 but the case
of others lay weighted on me! I got leave to put up these
requests for them, on whose account I refused to take a nay-say;
but especially for the church which was in the furnace of
persecution. I thought I could have suspended my communion
to them, but that I knew there was enough in God for them and
me both. I got leave to plead for the overthrow of their enemies,
the Turk and Antichrist, with that proud tyrant in France, and all
that were lending in their power to fight against the Lord. Our
own mother church in Scotland lay very near my heart at this
time, that the Lord would be a wall of fire about us, to preserve
us in time of common calamity, so that we may never want pure
ordinances in it, without the mixture of popery or prelacy, or any
other error whatsoever: whatever thou do with us in a way of
judgment and mercy, let it have a tendency to make us holy
people to Thyself.

While I was thus supplicating for my Christian acquaintances and
relations, the case of my mother (who at this time, I thought, was
drawing neartothe grave) lay very weighty on me, that her peace might
be secured with Christ before a dying hour; on whose account
that word came with power, "Because I live, she shall live also."
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This night was so very remarkable that I could not but record
it, it being a long time since I enjoyed the like before, and was
persuaded that the Lord would not only answer my request, but
would do more for me than either I could ask or think.

On Sabbath morning I came to the place to get the seal of
heaven to this covenant-transaction, and communicated at the
first table, which was served by Mr. Thomas Paterson, who
preached on John i. 16; where he held forth a fuil Christ to the
empty soul. I cannot but say the Lord was very gracious to me
at this table; but yet I found a great fear on me that I would
never keep my resolutions. Through this day I got not that
which I was expecting, but was helped to believe that I would get
it ere the work was ended.

On Sabbath night I was informed that Mr.' Meldrum was to
preach on Monday. . This was no small satisfaction to me, on the
consideration what a blessed instrument the Lord had been
pleased to make him many times to me; meantime, I was thus
comforting myself, I was checked for it, thinking, What is this I
am doing, expecting any thing from the creature? It is but
justice though his sermon be blasted to me for so doing. But I
bless the Lord that my fears of this nature were mercifully
prevented; for the last day of the feast was the greatest day to
me-a day indeed never to be forgotten by me, but to be kept in
everlasting remembrance. In the morning I got leave to believe
that the Lord would grant me all that I was seeking, and was
confirmed of this by two Scriptures-cc And God granted him
all that he requested." ! Cor. ii. 9-" Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man what God
hath prepared for them that love him." In the hope of this,
I can express to none my joy. Then I came to the place of
public worship, where l'vIr. William Wisheart was on these words
-Rev. iii. ! !-" Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man
take thy crown": Where he exhorted us to hold fast in many
particulars, but especially what we have received at this
Communion, telling us that it was more difficult to keep what we
had got, than it was to find it when lost, which, to my sad
experience, I know full well. But, among other things, he
exhorted us to hold fast the profession of the Presbyterian
Government, so that none of us should· ever consent to the
inbringing of prelacy again, which Scotland had spued out; and
shall we be like dogs, to lick up our own vomit? where he
pronounced a curse on that person that should in any manner of
way help to rebuild Jericho. At this I 'was glad to hear him so
faithful, there being great need of such doctrine at this time.

Now, I am in a strait how to record what followed in the next
sermon, there being something in it extraordinary to me, which
was better felt than can be told, while Mr. George Meldrum was
on these words-Jer. I. 5-" Come and let us join ourselves to
the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten"; this
being so suitable to the text on Saturday-" I entered into a
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covenant with you "-and so suitable to the work which the Lord
had been helping me to at the time of personal covenanting. So
the very reading of this text spoke good things to me; and glory
to God, I was not disappointed; for, of all the sermons ever I
have heard, this was heyond them all. Though I have. heard
many sweet and comfortable sermons, and many glorious days did
I enjoy under his ministry (he being the first minister that ever I
heard preach Christ to me so as to receive Him), yet there was
something in this sermon surpassing all the rest. I found a great
deal of the Spirit and power of God in this sermon, so that I knew
not what was sweetest, for it was a time to me no less than the
gate of heaven. He spoke of some marks of them that had truly
covenanted, and hoW'they should improve their covenant relation.
By which marks I was persuaded that 1 had them in some
measure, and my whole soul went out with great desire to have
them more and more imprinted on my conversation. He spoke
so particularly to these things that I could not but see the Spirit
of God witnessing with him, and wrought. so upon my spirit that
I was put beyond all doubt that I was one that had gotten
acceptance, and was received into covenant with God himself, not.
for any righteousness of my own, but the righteousness of Christ
the Mediator, and that this day was the sealing of the covenant of
grace with me, those three all bearing jointly witness of the truth
of it :-First, His Spirit working by a day of His power. Secondly,
My spirit was made willing and content to the terms by this day
of power. Thirdly, His servant, as the external instrument, was
made to confirm this by his sermon. So all these three agreed in
one in this matter: but what my impressions of this were I cannot
put in write, for it was beyond all expression, which gives me
ground to say, with David, " He hath made with me an everlasting
covenant," never to be forgotten. Then there was a song of
praise and joy put in my mouth :-Praise, praise and glory to the
great God, who hath done such great things for poor me, who by
nature deserved hell and wrath; but the rich mercies of his free
grace hath exalted me; at this I tall heaven and earth, angels and
saints, and everything that hath a being to praise. 0 that I may
he so helped to praise Him in my conversation, that it may
evidence my thankfulness in my after-life, though it should be filled
up with trials or difficulties of whatever sort or nature; that I may
still carry as one in covenant with the Lord, being well content
with His way with me. Again I recommended myself to the Lord,
and I am well content with the order of the covenant of grace;

\ and here I bind myself to the Lord's way and to the profession of
the Presbyterian Government: be the hazard what it will, I shall
stand by and contend for it, with all my might and power, on
condition I get strength and wisdom to do it, for of myself I can
do nothing. And in witness hereof, I have subscribed this with
my hand, the loth of August, 1702. ELISABETH WEST.

Next sermon, Mr. George Andrew was on Song ii. 3-" I sat



The Mwwirs r>f Elisabeth West. 143

•

down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet
to my taste," where he answered many cases of conscience, that
poor things might be perplexed with, and that this apple tree
would protect them from all storms whatsoever. After the public
worship was over I began to inquire what the Lord was speaking
to' us by the tempestuous storms' we 'had' m:et with, and was
answered-that thereby the Lord was learning us the A B C of
afflictions, and that by this lesson to prepare for greater There
was a word borne in on me to this purpose-Jer. xii. 5-" If thou
hast run with the footman, and t:hey have wearied thee, then how
canst thou contend with horses?" If so little a trial be trouble
some to you, what will you do when you may be forced to run
from mountain t-o. mountain-forty or fifty miles through frost
and snow-to seek the word of the Lord and not find it?

On Sabbath morning I was in a very dead and confused frame
of spirit, and remained so till Mr. Moncrief came out with these
words-Psalm xxiv.-" Lift up YO\lr heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye
lifted up, ye everlasting doors, that the King of glory may come
in." At which my heart began to melt, for my soul was longing
for that sweet guest to take up an habitation in my heart, and to
purge me of everythinR that hindered it., I went to the first table,
where the Lord was pleased to shine on me with that word, "Ye
shall be mine in that day when I make up my jewels," in which
place I took heaven and earth to witness that I was' solemnly
devoted to serve the Lord. This was a sweet time to me, and I
believe it was so with a great many more, for the glory of the
Lord filled the house and wrought a desirable frame on the spirits
of men, and women so that it could not be hid. 0 that I could
praise and never forget that day! for I was persuaded there
were wonders wrought among them. .

On Monday morning, I must acknowledge, the Lord was very
gracious to me in secret, but mare particularly when I was in
prayer with one of my comrades; but, when I came to the public
worship, I met with a new difficulty, Mr. George Hamilton being
on these words-Psalm lxxviii. 36, 37-" Nevertheless, they did
flatter him with their lips, and lied to him with their tongues, for
they were not steadfast in his covenant." Where he, for the most
part, insisted on this-that many people, for all their fair show and
pretence to covenant with God, yet were but dealing treacherously
and lying to him with their tongues.

o the distress this doctrine put me into! so that I could not
hear the Lord's servant deliver his message, but with discontent,

,and I fretted the whole time-I was so discouraged and heartless.
Whatever effect this sermon had upon others,.I know not; but
for me, it dang me both stupid and senseless, so that I wist not
what to think or to say, for I thought if I have been dealing
treacherously and deceitfully I am out of hope ever to deal
honestly. The thoughts of this put me out of case for duties of
any sort, and I continued in this discontented frame for some time.

(To be continued.)
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TABULAR VIEW of the SUSTENTATION' FUND and SPECIAL COLLECTIONS of the
FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

}l'or the Year from 31st March, 1906, to 31st March, 1907.

Jewish and
Aged and MissionaryInfirm Building

PLACES. MIN1STERS, MISSlONAR lES.
Snstentation Foreign Ministers' Organiza- and Students' TOl'AL.

Fnnd. Missions. and Widows' tioD Fund. Catechist Aid Fund. Fnnd.

Fund. Collection,

------------------------ ----
£ s. D. £ s. D. ;£ s. D. ;£ S. D. ;£ S. D. ;£ S. D. £ s. D. ;£ s. D.

A. T~ila0h: ~nissi~'nary
.. 2 3 0 .. .. 2 3 0

23 2 6 1 16 6 .. 3 6 8t 2 5 0 2 6 0 32 16 8~

M. Macleod, missionary 28 3 4 1 0 0 o 15 0 2 4 0 1 0 0 33 2 4

E. Macqueen, minister 20 12 0 1 2 0 1 4 0 o 19 0 1 6 0 . 1 0 6 o 10 0 27 2 6

D. Bannerma.ll, probat. 22 1 0 1 5 0 1 6 0 2 0 0 26 12 0

D. Macfal'lane, mmister 54 0 6 010 0 012 0 o 12 3 1 0 0 o 17 1 1 5 0 58 16 10

E. Macqueen, minister 40 5 0 1 12 0 .. 1 18 5 2 3 6 2 5 1 .. 48 4 0

A. Macleod, missionary .. .. 2 12 0 .. .. 2 12 0

D. Ii'lraser, elder. . . . 18 15 6 18 15 6

J. Mackay, missionary .. 811 6 o 10 0 o 10 0 0 7 6 o 10 0 o 12 0 o 12 0 11 13 0

J. Mackay, missionary .. 6 0 0 .. .. .. 2 0 0 ... .. 8 0 0

E. Ross, elder .. 1 9 0 .. .. .. .. .. 1 9 0

N. Matheson, minister 18 0 0
o ii;

.. .. .. .. 1 7 0 19 7 0

N. Matheson, minister 15 0 0 0 .. 15 15 0

J. R. Ma-ckay, minister 131 1 3 6 0 0 3 0 0 610 6 4 2 2 211 0 153 411

J. MIAulay, missionary 24 16 8 1 3 6 1 1 2 1 3 0 111 6 1 2 8 210 6 33 0 0

D. Fraser, elder .. 710 0 o 10 0 o 10 0 010 0 o 10 0 1 0 0 10 10 0

D. Mackenzie, missionary 11 8 0 0 5 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 o 12 0 0 8 0 13 5 0

E. Ma.r.queen, minist.er . 44 11 6 214 7 2 18 0 1 0 0 a 13 G 4 0 9 3 0 0 61 18 4

J. Cameroll, missionary 43 19 7 1 17 9 .. 1 12 9 4 4 3 .. .. 51 14 4

D. Fraser, elder .. 4 17 a 4 17 0

E. Macqueen, minister 21 12 0 014 0 a 9 6} o 10 0 a 15 0 1 a 0 o 17 6' 25 18 1.,
D. Mack.enzie, missionary 7 12 6 1 0 0 0 , a 0 (I 9 1 a 0 o 16 0 0 7 6 11 9 9

.-r. M'Gillivray, elder .. 5 a 0 1 lG 3 1 5 0 1 17 2~ 1 9 0 11 7 5~

M. Mackay .. 17 0 0 015 0 1 5 0 1 0 0 1 6 0 o 18 0 o 17 (I 2a 1 G

D. Bannerlll.an, »l'obat. 39 3 6 1 6 0 1 5 0 1 0 a 2 2 0 1 15 a 46 11 6

J. Ma-okay, missionary 6 0 a o 15 0 1 a 0 o 15 0 o 15 0 o 17 0 10 2 0

D. Beaton, minister .. 76 7 8 4 0 a 1 10 a 1 10 0 4 10 0 4 0 0 91 17 8

---------------------------------
699 3 0 30 17 7 17 17 8i; 12 15 8 45 3 2 31 0 3 18 18 0\ 855 15 5

D. l\'Iackinnotl J elder a 0 0 .. .. .. 3 a 0

.. o 10 0 .. o 10 0 () 10 0 .. 110 0

N. C~meI'O;~, mil~i~ter
.. 1 2 0 010 0 .. () 15 0 1 0 0 3 7 I)

243 4 2 8 0 0 3 0 0 S (I 7 20 I) 0 9 5 0 0 0 0 300 15 9

I J. S. Sinclail', miJlister 51 14 0 1 15 0 1 15 0 1 la 0 3 15 0 3 15 I) .. 64 4 0

John Mackay, missionary .. 1 0 0 .. .. 110 a .. .. 210 a
D. M'Master, elder .. .. 1 a 0 .. 1 0 0

M. M'Culloch, elder .. .. o 15 0 1 18 0 1 0 0 o. 3 13 0

>-<......

"



Total

Northem Pl'esbytery
Southel'n
)Yesterl1

Oongregatiol1:\l Contributions
Donations ..
Augmentation Fund
Legacies

, Interest

It.

H

+
<J1

35 8 7
3 15 5

13 5 0

12 13 0
32 4 11
206
3 10 0

432 8 9

2 17 0
33 8 11
29 3 2
18 () 0
1417 3

4 10 6
10 0 U
11 0 0

13\! 12 5
112 5 7

16 13 :;
15 5 6
612 4!t

33 6 It

27 16 0
9 2 3

4310 0
39 7 9
16 6 3
3 0 0

13 2 1
12 18 1

122 15 7
41 16 6

2 2 9
47 18 5
21 18 0

2900 4 11

o

48 5 6

9

o 8 0

o 12 0

060

3
o

6

47 3 7 I 2178 18 10
168 16 2

4 0 U
520 0 0

111128911

o 15 0

010 6

o 15
o 9 7.1,
1 11 -

1 10 0

18 17 6!1890 14 8

18 18 0it 855 15 5
9 8 U 432 8 9

18 17 61 890 14 8

1 10

2 U 0
o 13 7
1 0 8

o 10

089
210 0
o 10 8

1 19 9
1 1 1
2 0 (I
o 18 5

014

4 8 '3
3 1 0
080
014 O.

o 0

84 11 11

20 13

o 13 0
4 10 0

83 15 6
060

32 2

31 0 3
20 13 0
32 2 3

o 17' 6
o 15 0

4 0 0
. 0 18 0
'0 4 0
! 0 10 0

3 11 0
o 14 8
5 0 0

2 17 0
3 11 4
1 12 9

2 2 U

1 2 0
o 15 0
4 0 0
825

6 1 0
1 0 0

230
1 10 0

o 10 0

o 10 0
3 0 U
6 3 11
4 2 6
o 0 G
1 0 0
o 16 9
1 12 3

1 10 0
o 15 0
4 0 0
1 10 -I

38 13

GO 16 10

45 3 2
38 13 8
60 16 10

IH 13 8

8

3 0 0
o 12 1

1\

'5 8

U 13 0

o 5 0

4 1 3
3 0 0
010 G

o 10 1
o 6 1
3 0 0

U 9 0

1 12 0

4 0
014

o 10 0

1 17 0

14

23 17

12 15 8
H 3 8
23 17 1

2

3 0 0
o 12 0
3 15 0

o 15 0
016 2

o

o 18

300
o 10 6

5 0 0
2 16 8
080
o 11 0

50 0 21 I 50 lti

12 12

o 12 .0

1 0 0

19 10

17 17 81
12 12 0
10 10 6

o 14

5Oi4~150i65illi13 8-

5 17 7
o 15 8

-----,
19 0 3

1 10 4
1 2 6
1 0 0
o 15 6
o 10 6
0 5 0

3 3 0
3 1 5
o 12 5
010 0

1 1 9t

2 5 6

4 o 0
1 810
o 16 3

015 0
0 9 3
214 0
2 4 6

1 o 0
o 13 0

2 10 0
o 13 4

o 10 0
----_.

33 12 It

3017 7
10 o 3
33 12 1\

... _--_.
83 9 11it
8414 8

5 0 0
13 17 9

-----
187 2 4A

20

-
317 18

26 7 6
22 15 0
15 o 0
050
1 o 0
710 0
800

103 10 0
(JO 16 0
14 1 6
11 15 5

5 6 0
24 14 11

21 5 0
718 6

30 () 0
33 8 11
15 10 0

3 o 0
8 !l 0
918 0

110 1 11
31 0 5

2 2 9
37 3 6
19 10 0

27 2
llU

---
701 18 4

59\) 3 0
317 18 2
701 18 4

2334 0 8

1718 19 6
. 83 15 ,_~

400
515 0 0
12 5 8

D. Orawford, elde,'

A. I\Iacdonald, missionary
,V. M' Beth, missiollRt'y
R. l\Iaclean
D. Hurray, elder ..
J. A. M'Askill, missionary
A. l\Iacdonald, missionary
J. Macfarlane, missionary
J, Macfal'lane, missionary
D. Mackenzie, minister
N. M'IntYl'e, ll1iuistel' ..
D. M'Lean, missionary ..
A. Ross, "V.O. missional'y
A. l{'oss, 'V,C. missionary
D. Bethune, m.issionary
M. Macleod, missionary
P. I\Iacleod, missionar,v

D. l\'I'Iver, missionary
D. Ross, missionary

Geo. Ross, elder . .
D. Gra.ham, minister
D. Graham, minister
A. Macdonald . . . .
M. Macleod, missionary
J. IHacrae, missionary.
A. l\'[acrac, minister

{ l
A. MacleJ1nan , n?is~ional'Y

. A. MathesoJ1, 1ll1SS101w,ry

J. A. M'Askill, missiona.ry
D. Ora-ham, minister
D. MUl'l'ay, missionary

37. Ohan ..
38. Tarbert, Loch Fyne
39. Tighnabruaich

Western P"esbyte'l'y-
40. Achmore
41. Applecross
42. Aultbca .
43. Back, Tolsta
44. Bracadale
45. Bre'aSclete
46. 13 'oadlo'd {Broadford47. 1 1_ EIgoll ..
48. Gairloch ..
49. Glendale ..
50. {FinSbay ..
fll. Hal'ris, S. Strand,Obbc
52. Northton
53. 11 . N J Tarbert .. . .
54. 'arl'lS, . ll\yles, Scalpay.
55. Kihuuil' .
56. K.]')e 01 T,ochalsh
57. Lochbroom
58 {LOOhCarl'On
59: Lochcal'1'on Kishofll
GO. Luerbost, Lewis
61. Ness, Lewis
62. Plockton
63. Portree
64. Raasaj'

65. Soay
6G. Shieldaig ..
67. ',. {t'IaSbadde,'
68. Smzol t Glenhinisdl1lc
69. Stornoway
70. U· t N {Paible . . . .
71. IS,.L:. Claddach, Kylis, &c.
72. Vist, S...



ABSTRACTS of the PUBLIC ACCOUNTS of the "FREE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

For the Year from 31st March, 1906, to 31st March, 1907.

SUSTENTATION FUND.
DISOHARGE.OHARGE.

BaJance. of last Account ending 31st March, 1H06, - £H68 2 3j,
REOEIPTS-

1. Oongregational Oontributions, - £1718 1!) 6
2. Missionary and Oathechist Collec-

tion, - 144 13 8
3. Augmentation Fund, 4 0 0
4. Donations, - 63 15 6
5. Legacie.s, 515 0 0
6. Repaid by Deputy to Ommda, 20 0 0
7. Interest, - 12 5 8

- 2478 14 4

£344G 1G 7!t

PAYMENl'S-

1. To Ministers at Whitsunday,
Martinmas,

2. To Missionaries at \Vhitsunday,
Lammas.
Martinmas,
Oandlemas,

3. Expenses to Deputy to Oanada,
4. Postage, Printing, Stationery, etc.,

Balance at 31st March, 1H07,

£746 G 2
761 H 0

- £175 10 0
1H8 16 3
185 14 2
202 13 f)

£1G01 15 2

762 14 2
20 0 0
390

£2287 18 4
1158 18 3~
---

£3446 16 7~

....
+>
0\

JEWISH AND FOREIGN MISSIONS.

187 2 4!;
---

25 0 0
085
o 16 0

CHARGE.
BnJance of bst Account ending 31st March, 1H06, - £444 f) 6

REO.luPTs-

1. Congregational Collections, - £83 f) llb
2. Donations, - - - - 42 3 8
3. Bushgrove, Grafton, N.S. Wales, 22 11 0
4. Repaid from Organisation Fund, 20 0 0
5. Legacy, - 5 0 0
6. Interest, - 13 17 f)

£631 11 10~

DISCHARGE.
PAYMENTS-

1. Salary to Mr. Radasi, Mataheleland, £HO 0 0
2. Cape Cart-Erection of Kitchen, etc., 53 10 0
3. quarter's Salary to Mr. Radasi in

advance,
4. Commission on Bank Drafts,-
5. Postage, Printing, Stationery, etc.,

------
Balance at 31st March, 1907,

£16fJ 14 5
461 17 5!;

£631 11 10~



AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS AND WIDOWS' FUND.

OHARGE. I DISOHARGE.
RIWEIPTS-

1. Oongregational Oollections,
2. Interest, - - - -

£50 0 21;
o 14 2"

PAYMENTS-

1. Postage, Printing, Stationery, &c.,
B"lance tot 31st March, 1907,

£50 14 4~

£015 6
40 18 10~

£50 14 4~

~

£50 14 4~
---

Baltmce nt 31st March, 1907,

~

.j:>.
-.)

£49 15 3
13 8 1

£10 0 U
211 0

15 0 0

180

20 0 0
o 16 3

------

DISOHARGE.

FUND.

50 16 5

£12 6 11

ORGANISATION

PAYMENTS-

1. Synod's Grant to Olerk of Synod
and Editor of Magazine, -

2. Synod Expenses to Office Bearers,

I
, 3. To Messrs. Mackay and Beaton,

Theological Tutors, for Books,
4. Printing of Finnncial Statement

. in lVlag;1zine,
5. Repaid to Jewish and Foreign

Missions, ~

0. Postage, Printing, Stationery, &c.,

OHARGE.

Brtlance of last Account ending :31st March, 190G,
RECEIPTS-

1. Oongregationnl Oollections,

£63 :3 4 £63 3 4

STUDENTS' AID FUND.
OHARGK DISOHARGE.

£83 15 (;
060
o 10 ,j

Brrlance of last Account ending 31st March, 1006,
RIWEIPTS-

1. Oongregational Oollections,
2. Donations, - - -
3. Interest,

£30 17 1

84 11 11

PAYMENTS-

1. To Students, - £78 0 0
2. Po~tage, Printing, Stationery, &c., 0 16 0

Balance at 31st l\hrch, HI07,
£7816 0

36 13 0

£115 9 0 £115 9 0



MISSIONARY AND CATECHlST COLLECTION.

OHAIWE. I DISOHARGE.

REOIlIl"fS7

1. Oongreg!\ tional Oollectiun", - £144 13 8
PAUIENl'S-

1. In behoof of Sustentation Fund, - £144 13 t\

BUILDING FUND.
DISOHARGE.OHARGE.

Bahnce of last Account ending 31st March, I!JOG,
REOEIPTs-

1. Oongreg"tional Oollections, £47 3 7
2. Interest, 1 1 11

£3!J 17 7

,18 5 G

£88 3 1

PAYMENl'S-

1. Ra'lSay Building ll'und,
2. Shieldaig, -
3. Tttrbert, Harris,
4. Stornoway,
5. Httlkirk,
G. Lochinver,
7. Posbge, Printing, Stationery, etc.,

Balance at 31st March, 1!JD7, _ -

£25 0 u
17 0 0
300
200
200
200
o 14 0

'"

£5114 DJ
3G !J 1

£88 3 1 H

-!'
00

AUGMENTATION FUND.
OHARGK

l't~;OEn"l'S.

1. Oollection from Tighlll,brw,ich, £4 0 0

DISOH AB G:J!l.
PAHIEN'l'S-

1. In beboof of Sustentation Fund. £4 0 U

SHIELDAIG MANSE BUILDING FUND.

Amount of Bond over Mttnse, at 31st March, l(JOG, - £400 0 0 I Paid from Geneml Building l!'und in reduction,
Balance at 31st March, 1!J07, -

£400 0 0

£17 0 0
383 0 0

£40!J 0 0

We have examined and audited tbe Accounts of the Free Presbyteri!tn Ohl1l'ch of Scotland for the year ending 31st March, 1!J07, and
we h,we found all the tmnsactions properly vouched ttnd instructed. We also certify th"t the bttlances brought out in the foregoing
abstracts are correct. "

l!'. MAUIVER }
O. MAoLEA:N: A t,dito1'S.
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3ntereating 'Jletter from lRe\1. 30bn 113. 1Ra~aai.

T HE following is the letter of special interest, received by Rev.
N eil Caml\ron, to which reference is made in the Synod

report ;-
CIO NATIVE COMMISSIONER, BEMBESI,

MATABELELAND, SOUTH AFRICA, 7tl, June, 1907.

My DEAR MR. CAMERON,-l am very glad to have another
opportunity of writing to you again, hoping that this letter will
find you all enjoying good health. There has been here a great
deal of fever this year; many people have suffered from it. Even
in our Mission there have been several cases of it, but I am
thankful to say that, through the mercy of God, very few have
proved fatal. 'Ve have had, this. year, a very wet season, and
people here say that there is generally more fever in a wet season .
than in a dry one.

I often think about you all, and of my godly friends in Scotland.
I hope you are all praying for me, that the Lord may afford me
His grace and presence, and enable me to perform the work, and
endure the trials He may see fit to call me to. It is His Spirit
and guidance that we need in everything we do, as without Him
we can do nothing. The Matabeles, as a people, seem generally
kind and well-disposed towards me. They are also attentive, and
willing to be taught. Chief Ngege's son, too, is still with me, and
some of them have also purchased clothes in order to come to
Church, but still the attendance is not so large as I would desire.
Most of them give the excuse of not having clothes to come to
Church, and say that they have not the money to buy clothes.

Chief N gege's son was asking me why they allowed trains to go
on the Sabbath day, and I asked him if he thought that was
wrong, and he said "Certainly-that the Sabbath day was the
Lord's day; it was a day for everything to rest; they are given six
days to work by the Lord." I was also speaking to a young
Matabele the other day, and he said, "What you,. missionaries say
is all right enough, hut you do not practice what you preach."
He said he had seen several missionaries not regarding the
Sabbath at all.

There are some Fingoes, belonging to the Presbyterian Church
of Africa, who have joined our Church. They formerly belonged
to the Cape Colony, but are now living in Rhodesia. They were
brought here by Mr. Rhodes, and are scattered all over Rhodesia,
but some of them returned to Cape Colony after Mr. Rhodes'
death. I explained to them our position as a Church, and that
we sang solely the Psalms of David and nothing else. I explained
to them our simple mode of worship, which we think is according
to Scripture, and that we expected that all who wish to join our
Church must submit to all the doctrine and standards of our •
Church and simple mode of worship, and use only the Psalms of
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David and no hymns or orgflOs, and that they were not to bring
the customs of their Churches into ours; and if at any time, even
after, they had joined us, any of them should think they were not
in full sympath, with our doctrine and mode of worship, it would
be advisable for those to leave us. I told them that we believed
in the whole Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, as the inspired
Word of God, and accept the whole of the Confession of Faith as
our doctrine and standard, and we believe that the Psalms of
David only should be sung in the Church. They accepted
everything I said.

These people who have joined us are living about six miles
from our Mission here, at the Fingoe location at Lower
Bembesi. There are also a few Matabeles at a place called Koco
who have joined us, and so I shall now have two new preaching
places, as I shall have to visit those places occasionally. Those
Matabeles at Koco also belonged to the Presbyterian Church of
Africa.

Some of the Fingoes who have joined us are preachers. I have
known them for a long time and believe them to be good men,
and think that they will be of great help to me. I shall now be
able to go and preach to outside places. I could not have done
so before, as I was all alone, and could not have anyone to take
my place at home. These will now be able to assist me. .

These people could not understand why we, being Free
Presbyterians, were using a Methodist Hymn Book, and I
explained to them that we were only using the nine Psalms in it,
and not the Hymns in it. They then told me that there were a
great many more Psalms in the Presbyterian Hymn Buok than in
the Wesleyan one. So they brought me a Presbyterian Hymn
Book to see, and in examining it I found that it contained many
more Psalms than in the Wesleyan one. These are the Psalms in
metre I found in it-I36, 139, 23,100, 97, 148, 5, 89, 67, 95,
84, 24, 43, 119, IS 27, 46, and 133; and the following Psalms
in chant form-I, 8, IS, 19, 23, .24, 27, 41, 46, 48, 68, 65,
90, 103, and 122; and so I thought it best for the time heing to
use the Presbyterian Hymn Book, as it contains more Psalms
than the Methodist one.

I am still looking for some one who can put for us the whole of
the Psalms in metre, but I have not yet been successful. I also
told these people that we intended to have our own Praise Book
containing the Psalms alone, with no Hymns in it.-With kindest

,regards, yours sincerely, J. B. RADASI.

A Roman Catholic Legacy to Ritualists.-A Roman
Catholic wine merchant in Birmingham died recently and left
several legacies for Romish institutions, and £500 for the "Cowley
College, Oxford." This means the "Cowley Fathers," who are
notorious Ritualists in the Church of England.
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LEIS AN URRAMACH RALPH ERSCINE.

"Is e d'fhear-posda do Chruithfhear."-IsAIAH !iv. 5.

(Continued .from page 114.)

Do bhrigh nach do labhair mi ach gle aith-ghearr ris na cinn
theagaisg th'air thoiseach, ni mi ann an so, mus d'theid mi

air m'aghaidh dh'ionnsuidh aobhairean an teagaisg, cuid do
bheachdan a thairgse, air am a cheangail phosaidh so a th'eadar
Criosd agus creid'mhich. Dh'innis sinn dhuibh cia mar bha 'm
posadh so air a choimh-lionadh agus air a cho-dhunadh le Criosd,
agus 'njs tha sinn ag radh, gu'm bheil la suidhichte agus am
araidh air sal! a cho'-dhundadh: agus air a cheann so feudaidh
sinn beachdachadh-

I. Gu'm bheil la da-fhillte a tha sinn gu thoirt fainear anns a
phosadh so, 'se sin, la a phosaidh air thalamh, agus la an
iomlaineachd air neamh; agus feudaidh sinn an da la so a
choimeas Ii cheile ann an teirc do bhriatbra'.

(I) Tba la a pbosaidh air thalamh air a thabhairt a steacb le
maduinn gle dhorch, no ni's roghnaichte le feasgair; air taobh na
mna-posda, le' fearg Dhe agus an lagh j mar a bha e air a radh,
"B'e am feasgair agus a mhaduinn an la"; mar sin anns a
chumhnant so, tba feasgair na'n grabhain laghail: air a chuid us
lugha tha ni-eigin do dh'irioslachd a' teachd a steach 'sa mhaduinn.
Ach air son an iomlaineacbd, tha moran deth ghloir roimhe, air

- do'n anam a bhi air a thoirt do neamh a cheana, agus an corp a
bhi na chodal gu milis anns an uaigh,-leabaidh anns an do luidh
am Fear-posda tdlaithean roimh-se.

(2) Ann an la a phosaidh, 'nuair a tha'n creid'each a' faotainn
buaidh os-ceann truaillidheachd, agus nach 'eH e faotainn a bheag
do ghluasad mothachail de' dh'oibrichean na truaillidheacbd,
gidheadh tha pairtidh anns an taobh a stigh, aig an am cheudna,
a tha 'cuir ann an aghaidh a phosaidh, agus a gheibh an deigh sin
a' mach a cheann, agus a bhios do ghna toirt ionnsuidh air a
chreid'each am feadh 'sa bhitheas e air thalamh. Ach ann an la
an iomlaineachd, cha'n 'eil a leithid do ni; cha'n 'eil namhaid,
cha'n 'eil peacadh, cha'n 'eil truaillidheachd; ach tha'n t-anam gu
h-iomlan a' dol a' mach an deigh an Fhir-nuadh-phosda.

(3) Tha'n ceangal posaidh air a thabhairt air aghaidh gu
diomhair. Feudaidh e bhi gu'm bheil an neach na shuidhe ri do
thaobh, agus nach 'eil thus' a' faicinn, no fhios agad an uair a tha
Criosd a' deanamh suas an ceangal j no theagamh, air a ghh'rinean
aig a bhaile; aig an am sin tha'n gnothach diomhair. Ach
bitbidh an t-iomlaineachd fa' chomhar millionaibh do dh'ainglean,
millionaibh do naoimh, agus millionaibh do luchd amhairc. Ann
an so tha eadar dhealachadh mar. An deigh la a cheangail
phosaidh a dhol seachad, feudaidh a cheile iomadh seaIJadh fiar a
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thabhairt air a seann luchd-gaoil, ag amharc air ais a ris do'n
Eiphit, ag imeachd 0 a Fear-posda, aig cuir an teagamh a ghradh,
agus fhocal, agus fuidh eagal a fhrithealaidhean; ach an deigh an
iomlaineachd, cha'n urrainn sgail peacaidh, no eud, no mearachd,
no eagal, ruigsinn oirre gu siorruidh tuille: cha'n urrainn neul a
theachd eadar i 'sa ghrian tuille, oir cha dorchaichear grian na
fireantachd gu siorruidh suthain. Ach 'se'n

2. Beachd, gu'm bheil dearbh am a cheangail-phosaidh air
aontachadh leis an Fhear-nuadh-phosd', agus le Athair, o'n uile
bhi-bhuantachd; an dearbh mhomaint anns am bi a cheile air a
toirt gu a lamh-sgriobh a chuir ris a bhargan, agus teicheadh a
dh'ionnsuidh Chriosd, agus a h-anam gu leir a dhoirteadh a mach
air; tha'n dearbh mhomaint sin air a shuidheachadh eadar an
t-Athair agus am Mac, ann an coimh-cheangal an t-saoraidh o'n
t-siorruidheachd. .

3. Bheir sinn fainear gu'm bheil am Fear-nuadh-posd' a' feith
eamh gu foighidneach ris a mhomaint sin a tha air a shonrachadh
eadar an t-Athair agus am Mac. 'Tha e fuidh fhadail air a shon,
tha e iarrtasach air a shon. Tha'n creid'mhach iomadh uair ullamh
gu smuaineachadh, 0, cha'n 'eil Criosd toileach! Chuir mi
laithean air leth, chaidh mi gu mo ghluinean, dh'iarr mi e anns
a mheadhon so, agus anns a mheadhon ud eile, agus fhathas't cha
b'urrainn mi dimadh a steach ris: cha mhoir nach robh mi air mo
thumadh ann an ifrinn le trioblaid, gidheadh cha robh mo chridhe
riamh air a leaghadh. 'S cinnteach nach 'eil Criosd toileach. °
teicheamaid 0 iomallaibh na toibheum! Tha an Tighearn Iosa
toileach; ach cha'n 'eil an t-am a shonruicheadh fathast air teachd;
tha a mhomaint air a suidheachadh air son a theachd a dh'ionn
suidh a shluaigh fein, agus air son so tha iadsan gu fuireach, 'seadh,
air son so tha e fein a' feitheamh, do reir an sgriobtuir sin, a
leughas mi dhoibhsan nach urrainn sin fhaotainn ann an dleas
danais is ann an orduighean, ris an robh iad a' sealltainn air a
shon 0 chian-fhada. Isa. xxx. 18. "Air an aobhar sin feithidh
an Tighearn, chum gu'n nochd e deadh-ghean duibh; agus air an
aobhar sin ardaichear e, chum gu'n nochd e trocair dhuibh: oir is
Dia ceart-bhreitheach an Tighearn: is beannaichte iadsan uile 'ta
feitheamh ris-san." Feithidh e air dearbh mhomaint na h-uin air
son la na slainte; 's aithne dha an t-am iomchuidh. 'S aithne do
na chorra-mhonaidh, do na gholan ghaoidh, agus do na chorra
bhan, am an teachd, leis a mhiann nadurrach a thug Dia dhoibh ;
agus riach h-aithne dha-san am fein? 'Seadh tha e 'feitheamh gu
bhi trocaireach.

4. Thoir fainear, 'nuair a thig an t-am, ann an sin tha aonachd
mhilis na h-uile cuis, a chum an obair a chrioch-nachadh; tha na
h-uile nithe gu taitneach ag oibreachadh an ceann a cheile chum
a phosaidh a dheanamh iomlan. Tha a choguis a' dol gu a
h-obair fein gu ceart, tha 'm focal air a dheanamh beothail, tha'n
Spiorad aig oibreachadh gu cumhachdach agus gu milis anns an
anam: tha aontachd shona anns gach cliis fabhaireach, a chum
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tabhairt air a bhean-nuadh-phosda n'machadh, agus a cridhe bhi
air a tharruing a mach as a dheigh.

5. Beachd. Tha iomadh comharradh agus diu air an la so,
leis am feud e bhi air aithneachadh. Ciod iad a chomharraidhean
their sibh? ma 'seadh, cha'n fhan mi air a so, a mhain. Is la
soluis e; tha solus mar a' briseadh a steach air an inntinn. Is
la gaoil e; tha mar ghradh air a leigeil a steach air a chridhe. Is
la cumhachd e, anns am bheil inlpidh air a chuir air a bhean
nuadh-phosda, agus buaidh air a thabhairt oirre. Tha i faotainn
os ceann doilbheachdan, tha naimhdean air an ceannsachadh,
agus tha cridhe na ceile air a thabhairt gu striochdadh. Is la
iongantais e. Ciod an t-iongantas a tha aig eiridh ann an cridhe
an neach sin!. Bha mi dall, a' nis tha mi a faicinn; bha mi
marbh, ach a nis tha mi bea; bha mi lag, ach 'nis tha mi laidir:
air a mhaduinn so, theagamh, bha mi fuidh thrioblaid, agus fuidh
uamhasan Dhe, ach a nis rinn e mo shalasachadh le comh
fhurtachd an Spioraid. Bha mi . fuidh eagal na h-ifrinn, ach lnis
tha agam dochas flaitheanais, agus' beatha-shiorruidh. 0 ciod an
la do dh'iongantas a th'ann! Fa'dheoidh, is la do bhoidean e:
bithidh an t-anam ullamh gu briseadh a mach air a leithid sin do
la gu eigheachd a mach, Ciod a labhaireas mi air son Chriosd?
Ciod a dh'fhuilingeas mi air a shon?

6. 'Se'n seatheamb, agus am beachd mu dheireadh, air a cheanri
so, gu'm bheil am Fear-nuadh-posda a' foillseachadh a ghloir do
na bhean-nuadh-phosd air la suidhichte a phosaidh so: 'nuair a
tha e 'g innseadh do'n anam, "'Se t-Fhear-posda do Cruithfhear,"
tha e 'foillseachadh a ghloir dhi; gloir iomhiineachd, glair a
shamhlachais, glair a dhaimheileachd, is aon iad uile 'sa chilis,
gidheadh tha caochladh doigh beachd-smuaineachaidh orra.

(I) Tha glair iomlaineachd air fhoillseachadh. Ciod a thaln
t-anam. a' faicinn, a tha air a cheangal 's air a phosadh ri Criosd?
Mo-thruaighe! Cha'n 'eil cuid a' faicinn ach bruaidearean agus
faoin bharailean; ach 'nuair a tha'n creidmheach air a phasadh ri
Criosd, tha e buintinn ris mar rinn e ri Maois; bheir e air a ghloir
uile dol seachad fa' chomhair. Tha an t-anam a' faotainn sealladh
air buaidhean gloirmhor Mhic Dhe.

(2) Tha e foillseachadh glair a shamhlachais-" Tha thu ni's
luachmhoir' na beanntan na creich; na's maisich na mic na'n
daoine." Tha'n creidmheach 'ga fhaicinn mar an crann-ubhal ann
a measg chrannaibh na coille, air na h-uile doigh· gun choimeas
dha. Ciod sam bith n1 ris an samhlaichear e, tha e tabhairt
barrachd. Ma's Lili e, is Lili na'n gleann e; ma's Ras c, is Ras
o Sharoin e; ma's Planntan e, is Planntan diuiteach e; ma's
Leigh e,is Leigh de mhor luach e; ma's Fear-tagraidh e, is Fear
tagraidh maille ris an Athair e: tha e air a chuir an ceill gun
choimeas sam bith.

(3) Tha gloir a dhaimhealachd air fhoillseachadh. Tha e air
fhoillseachadh mar Shagairt gloirmhor, Faidh gloirmhor, Righ
gloirmhor, Fear-saoraidh agus Slanuighfhear gloirmhor! . Agus

12
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bithidh sealladh air a Hmachd gloirmhor anns na daimhean so gu
leir, agus gloir iomchuidheachd an fhoghainnteachd agus an
lanachd sin, uile freagarrach air son an anam. Agus air dha e
fein fhoillseachadh air an doigh so, atharraichidh e gach eud agus
gach mearachd 0 na bhean-nuadh-phosda, a' deanamh suas a
h-uireasbhuidhean uile, a' leigheas a h-uile euslaintean, agus a
tairgse dhi na's mo na h-uile leannanan. Co is urrainn a bheag sam
bith a thairgse gus an anam a thalaidh uaithe, am feadh 'sa's urrainn
Esan, agus a their e, tha mise uile fhoghainteach gu do chbmhnadh.

III.-Tha mi 'nis air teachd a chum an treas ni a bh'air a
runachadh; 'se sin, A bhi. tairgse euid do dh'aobhairean an
teagaisg, C'ar son a thainig Criosd fuidh dhaimh posaidh ri
creidmhich? Freagram-
, (I) Air son teagaisg. I, Ghradhaieh Dia an saoghal ann an
leithid do dh0igh, 's naeh h-urrainn aon~huid do dhaoine no do
.dh'ainglean innseadh.

2. Tha so ag innseadh dhuinn mu ghaol neo-ehrioeh-naichte
Chriosd, ann an aontachadh a bhi na Fhear-posda do a leithid sin
do cheile. Cha tigeadh e gu siorruidh ann an cridhe an aingeal
,is gEe' a tha 'm flaitheanas, gu'n tigeadh Criosd, Mae Siorruidh
Dhe, gu bhi na dhuine; agus na's lugha gu mar, gu'n gabhadh e a
leithid sin do chreutair, agus do ebeile cho duaiehnidb agus cho
truaillidh air lamh, ri peaeaieh. Na'n tugadh e dhuinn ar
toilltinneas, bheireadh e air a eheartas marcachd ann an eaithream
os ar eeann, agus toirt air ifrinn ath-fhuaim a thabhairt le eigh
eaehdan siorruidh molaidh do cheartas-fheargaiehte; aeh, an eeart
aghaidh sin, dh'brduieh e a chuis air a leithid do dhoigh is gu'n
toir flaitheanas athfhuaim le molaidhean na'n Aleluiah shiorruidh
d'a thrbeair ehaomh a.gus do a shaor-ghras; ann a bhi roghnachadh
an dream sin a bha na'n naimhde, agus a' eeadaehadh dhoibh
teaehd a steaeh a dh'ionnsuidh a bhroilleaeh bheannaichte.

3. Tha'n teagasg so a' noehdadh dhuinn mu thearuin-teachd a
chreid'mhieh. Air dhi Criosd a bhi aie' mar fhear-posda, cb as
urrainn dochuinn a dheanamh dhi? Tha fios agaibh gur hoe
dleasdanas fear-pbsd a bhi a' dion 'sa cumail suas a eheile; agus
gu cinnteaeh eha bhi Criosd air dheireadh 'san ni so do a cheile
fein. "Folaiehidh se iad ann an diomhaireaehd a lathaireaehd 0

ailghios dhaoine; folaichidh se iad ann am pailliun 0 std na'n
teangaidh." Salm xxxi, 20. "Oir thar a ghloir uile bithidh
dion." Isa. iv. S. Tha e 'gan comhdaeh le manntal a fhreasdail,
le manntal fhireantachd, le manntal eadar-ghuidhe, le manntal a
Spioraid. Gu cinnteaeh ma ta tha eeile Chriosd ann an tearuin
teaehd iomlan. Tha sebmaraiehean diomhair aige air a son, gu
a folaeh annta, gus an teid la na feirge seaehad.

4. Tha an teagasg so a' leigeil fhaicinn dhuinn, naeh 'eil
ereid'mhich na'n leithid do ehreutairean suarach diblidh, mar a
tha'n saoghal 'sa ehoitehiontas 'gam meas. 'Siad eeile Chriosd
iad, agus is esan am Fear-pbsd-sa. 0 eiod an onair a th'ann a
bhi posda ri Mac Dhe! Air dhoibh esan a bhi aca mar Fhear
posd', tha iad air teachd gu bhi ann an ditimh ri uile luchd diJ,imh
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Chriosd. 'Se Dia an Athair, do bhrigh 's gur e Athair Chriosd e;
'siad ainglean an cuid seirbhisich, do bhrigh 's gur iad a chuid-se
seirbhisich iad; 'siad na naoimh an comh-bhriithrean, do bhrigh
's gur iad buill Chriosd iad; 'se neamh an oighreachd-san, do
bhrigh 's gur h-i rioghachd am Fear-pasd i. Ann an aon fhocal,
ciod sam bith is leis-san, is leo-san e; "Agus is libh-se na h-uile ni ;
oil' is le' Criosd sibhse; agus is 'le Dia Criosd." 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23.

(2) Air son tuireadh. Am bheil e mar sin, gu'm bheil daimh
pasaidh eadar Criosd agus creid'mhich? Tha so a' gairm air son
bron domhain anns an da ni shonruichte a leanas.

I. Tha e 'gal' gairm gu bron air son cho teirc 'so tha aig Criosd
do mhnai-nuadh-phosd ann ar measg-ne, ge d' tha e 'gal' n-iarraidh
agus a' suiridhe' oirnn leis an t-soisgeil, a' glaodhaich, "Feuch
mise, feuch mise." Isa. lxv. I. Gidheadh c'ait' am bheil an
duine no bhean, air am bheil buaidh air a thabhairt, gll aontachadh
ann am pasadh ris an Fhear-nuadh-phasd ghloirmhor so? Ge d'
tha e na's maisich na mic na'n daoine, agus 'ga irioslachadh fein
ann an tairgse posaidh ri peacaich, a tha cho dubh agus cho
gdtineil ri ifrinn fein, gidheadh tha iad 'ga chuir 'an suarachas,
agus tabhairt dha dearbh aobhar a ghearain bhronaich sin, "Cha
d'eisd mo shluagh ri m' ghuth, agus cha do ghabh Israeil rium."
Salm lxxxi. I I. Agus nach feud e a chuis a thogail a dh'ionnsuidh
an dearbh chruthachadh neo-chorporra, a chum breith a thabhairt
air ar n-amaideas, mur rinn e thaobh Israel 0 shean? Ieremiah
ii. 12, 13. "Biodh ioghnadh oirbh, 0 neamha, mu'n ni so, agus
biodh uamhas oirbh: bithibh air bhur tram bhualadh le h-uamh
ann, deir an Tighearn. Oil' chuir mo shluagh-sa da ole an gniomh ;
threig i.ad rr:ise to bar na'n uisgeachan bea, agus chladhaich iad a
mach dhoibh fein sluichd, sluichd eu-dionach, nach cum uisge
sam bith." Isa. i. 2. "Cluinnibh, 0 neamhan, agus tabhair
eisdeachd, 0 thalamh: oil' tha'n Tighearn a' labhairt, dh'altrum mise,
agus thog mi suas elann, agus rinn iad-san ceannairc 'am aghaidh."

2. Feudaidh an teagasg so aobhar tuiridh thabhairt dhuinn mar
an ceudna, gu'm biodh creid'mhich a th'air am posadh ris, aig
imeachd cho neo-airidh air a leithid do Fhear-posda. Tha fhios
agaibh gu m' bu chOir do bhean i fein a ghiulan do reir: eliu a
fir-posd'; agus far am bheil a' giulan-sa taireil agus suarach, tha e
cuir eusonair air-san. Cia cho neo-fhreagarrach 'sa ta e, a bhi
faicinn abhean-nuadh-phosda 'bhi air a deanamh dubh le salachair
na h-ifrinn! A bhi faicinn na dream sin a thug an lamhan do
Chriosd, ann an cumhnant posaidh, a bhi crathadh lamhan ri
anamhiannaibh agus ri iodholaibh, 's gu'n truailleadh fein lea!

(3) Air son rannsachadh. Rannsaicheamaid am bheil sinn mar
so air ar posadh agus ann an daimh ri Criosd: co-dhiubh a tha
esan 'na fhear-posd dhuinn, agus sinne na'r ceile dha-san.

Tairgidh mi cuid do chomharan leis am feud sinn fios fhaotainl1
co-dhiubh a tha no. nach 'eil sinn air ar posadh ris an Fhear-phosd'
ghloirmhor so; agus feudaidh iad a bhi air an tarruing 0 bheachd
smuaineachadh air na nithe a chaidh seachad, a thaobh dealbhan
agus toraidhean a phasaidh so.



The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

; 1. Rannsaich do tjaobh na-nithe a thachair roimh na cheangal
phosaidh. Mu'n d'nnn Criosd riamh cumhnant riut, an d'thug
thu fainear e bhi suiridhe' air t-anam roimhe na chumhnantso ?
An so tha suiridhe'. Nis, cionnas a rinn Criosd suiridhe' ort?

[I] An d'rinn e suiridhe' ort le cruadhas an lagh, mur le teine
agus le claidheamh ? An d'rinn e suiridhe' art le leithid sin do
dh'fhocal, tha thu a'd' thruaghan mallaichte; "Oir is mallaichte
gach neach nach buanaich anns na h-uile nithibh ta sgrlobhte ann
an leabhar an lagha chum an deanamh?" Galat. iii. 10. An
d'rinn e suiridhe' ort lea leithid sin do dh'fhocal, "Is mallaichte
gach neach a tha deanamh obair an Tighearna gu cealgach?" An
d'rinn e suiridhe' ort mar so le spiorad na daorsa', le grabhan Dhe,
mar air eideadh le dioghaltas, ag innseadh dhuit, gu'n robh thu
ad' oighre air ifrinn agus air a bhas, ad' leanabh do'n diabhol? An
d'rinn e suiridhe' art ann an leithid do dhoigh 's gu'n robh thu air
do chuaiiteachadh le eagal agus trioblaid?

[2] An d'rinn e suiridhe' ort mar so le cruadhas an lagha, agus
mar an ceudna le millseachd an t-soisgeil, 'nuair a chunnaic e thu
ad' pheacach bochd trom-Iuchdaichte, cosmhail ri thu bhi air do
bhruthadh sios fuidh do chudthrom ? An d'rinn e an sin suiridhe
ort le leithid so do dh'fhocal, "Thigibh a'm' ionnsuidh-se, sibhse
uile a ta ri saothair, agus fuidh throm uallaich, agus bheir mise
suaibhneas dhuibh." Mata-xi.28. No le a leithid so do dh'fhocal,
"Ho!. gach neach air am bheil tart, thigibh-se chum na'n uisgeach:m,
agus esan aig nach 'eil airgiod thigibh, ceannaichibh gun airgiod
agus gun luach fion agus bainne." Isa: Iv. 1.'" Teichibh a dh'ion
nsuidh bhur daingneach laidir sibhse a phriosanaich an dochais."
An d'rinn e mar so suiridhe' oirbh le tairgse an t-soisgeil?

[3] An d'rinn e suiridhe' ort le a chuid litrichean gaoil? Tha
so na ni sonruichte eile roimh' na choimh-cheangal. An' d'fhuair
thu riamh litir ghaoil air a chuir o,Chriosd as na fiaitheanas a'd'
ionnsuidh? Ach ma their thu, ciod i an litir ghaoil sin? 'Si so
i; eadhon am Biobull. "Rannsaichibh na Sgriobtuirean," deir
Criosd, "oir is iadsan a tha 'tabhairt fianuis mu'm thimchioll-sa."
Eoin Y. 39. Ann an so tha foillsichidhean gaoil Chriosd do
t'anam: iha geallaidhean gaoil 's na litrichean so a gheibh thusa.
Tha coimh-cheangal gaoil anns na litrichean so. An do leugh
agus an do bheachd-smuainich thu ana? Agus an urrainn dhuit
a radh gu'n do labhair Criosd iad ri do chridhe fein, mu's steigh
theagaisg a bh'ann air a searmonachadh, no mu's focal a mhain a
bh'anno Chriosd, shil sin a dh'ionnsuidh mo chridhe! agus tha
mi 'n duil gu'n d'theid e maille rium gu m' leabaidh bhais-thainig
e le leithid do bheo agus do chumhachd am' ionnsuidh. Ann an
aon fhocal, an d'fhuair thu tiodhlaic sam bith roimh na cheangal
phOsaidh, an leithid as tiodhlaic an fhior-gheur-mhothachaidh, a
leithid as tiodhlaic a chridhe bhriste, tiodhlaic an fhior irioslachd,
tiodhlaic an fhein-aicheadh, tiodhlaic a chreidimh ? Tha iad so
air an tabhairt, cuid dhiubh roimhe, agus cuid eile aig am a
phosaidh ,no a chumhnaint.

( R t' leantuintt.)
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1Rotea an~ <!ommenta.
Original Seceders and" Selected Psalms."-In refer

ence to our note on this subject in last issue, we have received the
following letter from the Rev. Thomas Matthew, Kilwinning:

a.s. MANSE,

KILWI 'NI 'G, 1St J"ly, 1907.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,-I have just got the July number of the

Free Presbyterian Magazine, which I am always pleased to see
and peruse. I notice you have a note on "Original Seceders
and the Psalms," which you must have written under a
misapprehension of the design of the proposed selection of
Psalms. it is not from any idea that any part of the
Inspired Psalter is unfit for New Testament worship, for as a
matter of fact we sing all the Psalms from beginning to end, and
there was no intention to limit our liberty in this direction in
congregational praise. But it was found that in Sabbath Schools
there were a number of Psalms which were considered more
suitable for use than others, and which, in fact, were generally
given out to be sung. And it was these that were to be gathered
into a small volume along with the music, and which the children
might carry in their hands and learn to sing more efficiently after
having committed them to memory. I believe the design was to
give the young a more intimate acquaintance with the divine
Hymn Book, and to show them there was no necessity for having
recourse to hu'man Hymns. At the same time I saw no need for
the proposed selection, and gave the proposal no encouragement,
and so general has this feeling been throughout the Church that
it is very doubtful if the proposed volume will ever be issued.
The proposal emanated from the Psalmody Committee, who
thought that the Psalms usually sung in young people's meetings
would, in this way, come to be 'better sung. As the note seems to
me to give your readers a wrong impression of the real facts of
the case, I trust you will put the matter right in your next
issue.-And, with kind regards, I remain, yours very truly,

THOMAS MATTHEW.

We are pleased to learn that Mr. Matthew did not encourage
the proposed volume, and that it is not likely to be published.
There is a wide-spread disrelish of the Psalms in the churches of
to-day, and whatever may be the object of the promoters of the
Psalm Book referred to, we do not think the method is at all a
justifiable or desirable one. We have seen complete Psalm Books
that the smallest child could carry. There is too much cry about
music now-a-days. The music is more to many than the words
of eternal life, and the tuning of the voice more than the tuning
of the heart by the Spirit of God.

Scottish Members and First Reading of Conve~t
Inspection Bill.-It is melancholy to observe that of 22

Sco.ttish members who voted on the first reading of Mr. T. L..
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Corbett's Bill, 12 voted against it. A number, of course, didn't
vote at all, who ought to have made a point of being present, and
voting in favour of the Bill. The following is a list of the Scottish
"Ayes" :-Rt. Hon. H. O. Arnold-Forster (Unionist), St.
Andrews; Sir Arthur Bignold (U.), Wick Burghs; A. W. Black
(Liberal), Banffshire; Hon. Thos. H. A. E. Cochrane (U.), Ayr
shire (North); Norman Lamont (L.), Buteshire; Major M'Micking
(L.), Kirkcudbrightshire; D. V. Pirie (L.), Aberdeen (North);
H. J. Tennant (L.), Berwickshire; W. Mitchell-Thomson (U.),
Lanark (N.-W.); Sir John Batty Tuke (U.), Edinburgh and St.
Andrews Universities. Scottish" Noes" (all Liberals) :-J. S.
Ainsworth. Argyllshire; J. A. Bryce, Inverness; Sir T. G. Coats,
Renfrewshire; Rt. Hon. R. B. Haldane, Haddingtonshire; J. D.
Hope, Fife (West); J. M. Macdonald, Falkirk Burghs; P. A.
Molteno, Dumfriesshire; J. Murray, Aberdeenshire (East); D. M.
Smeaton, Stirlingshire; J. E. Sutherland, Elgin Burghs; Eugene
Wason, Clackmannan; J. D. White, Dumbartonshire.

Resolution anent Bill for Inspection of Monasteries
and Convents.-The following is the resolution that has been
drawn up and forwarded by the Committee of the Free Presby
terian Synod on above subject :-" The Synod of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland desire to express their cordial
approval of the present Bill before Parliament in regard to the.
Inspection of Monastic and Conventual Institutions, and would
humbly urge upon His Majesty's Government the extreme
desirability and urgent need of giving every facility to its becom
ing law at no distant date. They would respectfully submit the
following considerations in favour of Mr. T. L. Corbett's Bill: (I)
That Great Britain alone of civilized nations (not excepting such
as are Roman Catholic) permits these Monastic and Conventual
Institutions to exist and graw without any Government inspection;
(2) that these Institutions impose a bondage upon the inmates
thereof, which deprives them of the individual liberty that is the
birthright of all other subjects of King Edward VII., and involves
a slavery of the most absolute kind; and (3) that these Institutions,
though professedly organised in the interests of sanctity and purity,
have been proved by history and the testimony of individual
experience to be the abodes of injustice, cruelty, and even gross
immorality. -

"The Synod instruct that copies of this resolution be sent to
the Prime Minister, Mr. T. L. Corbett, M.P., and Mr. John
Redmond, M.P."

It may be pointed out that the latter M.P. is one of the Irish
opponents of the Bill. Personally we do not see why intelligent
Roman Catholics should not favour such a Bill as this. It is in
perfect harmony with the efforts of such men as O'Donnell,
Macarthy, and Jeremiah Crawley, who have written and spoken
against the corruptions of their Church. We have received the
following letter of thanks from Mr. T. L. Corbett, M.P.:-
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"HOUSE OF COMMONS, 11th JU0'.-DEAR SIR,-Accept my
hearty thanks for your kind letter and for the resolution passed
by the Synod of the Free (Presbyterian) Church of Scotland. It
is very cheering in fighting a hard battle to find that our cause
has so many friends in all parts of the United Kingdom. Please
convey to the members of your Synod my grateful thanks for their
help.-Yours sincerely, T. L. CORBETT."

Obituary.-There have been several losses by death recently
throughout the Church, among these being Kenneth Maclean,
Gairloch, an aged, humble Christian, eminent in the exercise of
prayer; John Banks, a well-known figure at Communions in
Sutherlandshire, and though, in divine providence, possessing
infirmities, an able speaker on doctrine and experience; and Miss
Mary Macbeath, Halkirk, Caithness, many years a sufferer on bed,
but an example of meekness and grace to all-much missed by
her many friends. :We hope to have some fuller notices of these
worthy persons in a future issue.

Examinations in Convent Schools.-Mr. J. Hay Thorburn
has done a good thing in calling attention to the alarming fact that
examinations for the Protestant Oxford University are frequently
held in Roman Catholic Convents. The exact figures, he states,
are 55 out of 3 I 8 places. In Scotland there are four centres, and
three of these are Convents. How this wrong state of matters has
arisen we cannot say, but it shows that Romanism is actively
trying to pose as a patron of education with its own pernicious
ends in view.

Several articles held over till next month.

~burcb "!Rotes.
Communions.-Dingwall, first Sabbath of August; Portree,

second; Lairg, and Staffin (Skye), third; Broadford (Skye) and
. Stornoway, fourth; Plockton, first Sabbath of September.

Deputy in Canada.-Rev. D. Beaton, our Canadian deputy,
is having an agreeable, though laborious, time in visiting our
various stations in Ontario. His time has been fully occupied in
preaching, holding Communions, and house visitation. He ex
pected to be in Winnipeg on the second and third Sabbaths of
July. His home letters bear testimony to the great kindness and
hospitality received from friends in Canada.

Acknowledgrrients.-The Treasurer of the Dingwall Congre
gation begs to acknowledge, with thanks, the following donations,
received per the Rev. Donald M'Farlane, for Church Building
Fund :-Mr. David Fraser, Brandon, Manitoba, £1 os. 5d.;
Mrs. M'Phai), Hospital Cottage, Dingwall, 5/; Miss M. A.
M'Phail, 4/; Members and adherents of John Knox's Congre
gation, Glasgow, £3 I IS. 6d.; "A Friend," postmark, Wick, 7/'
Received per Miss Mackay, 85 High Street, Dingwall-Miss
Mackay, Aberdeen, 2/6. Received per Treasurer-Miss Mackay,
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London, IoI; Free Presbyterian Congregation, Dornoch, per Mr.
Alex. Grant, Corner Cottage, Evelix, £3 3s. 7d.; A Free Presby
terian, Resolis, 5/; Two Friends in Daviot, £I IOS. 6d.; Mr.
Archibald N. Robertson, I la Norfolk Street, Glasgow, £ I 14S.;
W. Matheson, Tanera, IO/. Mr. John Fraser, Johannesburg,
South Africa, per Mr. D. Fraser, Glasgow, £2. Moy Congre
gation, per Mr. D. Davidson, Findhorn Bridge, £6 14S. Free
Presbyterian, Inverness, per Miss Cameron, Academy Street,
£r. Friend, Lochcarron, IO/. Free Presbyterian, per Miss
Macdonald, Mill Street, Dingwall, IOJ. Miss Price, Hampstead,
London, per Mr. D. Bryden, Conon, 2/6. A Friend, per Miss
Grant, Corner Cottage, Evelix, Dornoch, 2/6. Received per Mr.
Donald MacKenzie, tailor, Masonic Buildings, Dingwall-Miss
Helen MacKenzie, Elcho House, Balfron, 5/; Miss Alice
MacBeath, Elcho House, Balfron, 2/; Miss Jean MacBeath,
Elcho House, Balfron, 2/.

The Treasurer of the Lochcarron Church Building Fund
Committee begs to acknowledge, with thanks, the 'following
donations, received per Rev. D. Graham :-Mrs. MacLean,
Poolewe, 20/; Mrs. Duncan M'Rae, Kyle, 10/; Reader of
Magazine, Garelochhead, 5/; Reader of Magazine, Dumbarton,
5/; Mr. Alex. M'Kenzie, Ardindrean, 20/. Per Miss C. Kennedy
........,Two Friends, Stirling, 40/; Miss Macintosh, London, 20/;
Friend, 5/. Per Treasurer-Sir Henry H. Scott, Glenelg, £5;
Friend, Skye, 5/; Two F. P. Girls, Edinburgh, 20/; Friends,
Glasgow, 21/; Friend, Poolewe, 20/; Friend, 20J.

A Friend, Brighton, IO/- for Bibles for Rev. J. B. Radasi's
Mission.

.Ube fmaga3ine.
Subscriptions Received for Magazine.-M. Fraser, Mound, 5/;

A. Sutherland, Student, 2/6; G. M'Alpine, Tarbert, Loch Fyne, 2/6; S.
Clark, Unapool, Assynt, 2/6; H. M'Phail, Bute, 2/6; M. Macfarlane, Kyle.
akin, 2/6; Mrs. Henderson, Westerdale, 2/6; D. Cross, Kinlochewe, 2/6;
Mrs. M'Dougall, Reay Forest, 3/; D. Mackay, Heilam, Eriboll, 2/6; W.
Day, Edinburgh, 8/4; Mrs. Kerr, Hazelbank, Lothranza, 2/6; Miss C.
Mackay, Bournemouth, 2.'6; Mrs. Mackintosh, Dig, Skye, 2/6; D. Cameron,
Menstrie, 2/6; J. M'Innes, Broadford, 9/; John M'Iver, Scorraig, £1 ; D.
M'Kenzie, -Scourie, 2/6; D. M'Rae, fishcurer, Kyle, 1/3; Miss J. Mackay,
Atlin, RC., Canada, 3/; A. Fraser, for St. Jude's Collectors, £2 8s.; Misses.
Urquhart, Invergordon, £1 9s. Id. ;J. Adamson, Helmsdale, 5/7; G. Ross,
Dllapool, 2/6; D. Matheson, Ullapool, 1/3; J. M'Donald, Strathcannaird,
2/6; Mrs. Fraser, Inverness, 7y. d.; Miss F. M 'Caskill, Arisaig, 2/6; A.
M'Phail, Kilmun, 2/6; Mrs. Ferguson, Cromarty, 2/6; A. M 'Master,
Sheddock, Arran, 2/6; Farquhar M'Kenzie, Edinburgh, 5/; A. M'Kay,
tailor, Lochcarron, 2/6; Miss Munro, The Manse, North Berwick, 2/1 ; K.
M'Pherson, Inveran, Poolewe, 2/6 ;W. Mackay, Dumbarton, 5/; P. Camp
bell, Stratford, New.Zealand, 3/; D. Cameron, Ledmore, Lairg, 2/6; Miss
Macmaster, Newark Castle. Ayr, 5/; Rev. D. Graham, Shieldaig, 2/6; Ewen
Grant, Isleornsay, sf; Rev. J. Sinclair, Geelong, Victoria, 2/6;A. F. M'Rae,
Buchan, Victoria, 2/6; Rev. D. M'Innes, New South Wales, 2/6'; Alexander
Macleod, Hollinwood, Victoria, 5/; J. Downie, Eglinton St., Glasgow, 2/6;
A. R. Finlayson, Lochalsh, Ontario (Bound Vo!.), 3/8.

( Further' Subscriptions will appear in next Issue.)·
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