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H JBartbquakea in IDi"era ~[acea.tt

T HE present year has been distinguished for several very
alarming disturbances of the earth's surface, which were

attended with such destructive results as might well induce serious
reflection among people in all parts of the world. It is not known
when such tremendous upheavals may visit places that have long
enjoyed immunity from them. The first disturbance was the
volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius in Italy, which was speedily
followed by the great earthquake at San Francisco on the west
coast of North America, while-quite recently a similar earthquake
has taken place at VaJparaiso on the west coast of South America.
Thousands of persons have been launched i,nto eternity by these
occurrences, and two large and flourishing cities have been almost
completely destroyed. These are events of such magnitude as
deserve more than the fleeting consideration of a few moments.
They remind us that we live on a comparatively frail ball that may
be shattered to pieces and dissolved in a few moments by the
Hand that rules the universe. It would be well to bethink our
selves whether in the event of our losing, in the twinkling of an
eye, this earthly house, we have any solid hope of "the house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens."

There are frequent references to earthquakes in the Scriptures.
Some of them are the subject of threatenings and predictions,
while there is a distinct record of others which actually took place
in Bible times. The latter, in two notable instances, strange to
say, exhibit the character of mercies rather than of judgments.

In reference to earthquakes as manifestations of divine dis
pleasure, let us observe the threatening recorded in Isaiah, chapter
xxix., and third verse, "Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts
with thunder and with earthquake and great noise, with storm and
tempest and devouring fire." Here we have the earthquake and
its terrible accompaniments vividly described. Similarly, Christ
Himself speaks, in one pf His farewell addresses to His disciples,
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concerning judgments to come, and among other things, such as
wars, famines, and pestilences, He mentions "earthquakes In

divers places." "All these," He adds, "are the beginning of
sorrows "-the forerunners, we infer, of even more terrible miseries.

As to earthquakes which were manifestly mercies rather than
,judgments, we have two striking instances recorded in the New
Testament. The first is in connection with the greatest and most
beneficent of all events that ever has transpired, or shall transpire,
in the world, and that is the death of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Here mercy and truth met together, righteousness and peace
kissed each other; here was the richest and most glorious display
of the mercy and love of God in consistency with the manifestativn
of infinite justice and spotless holiness; here the eternal redemp
tion of sinners was procured by the blood of Immanuel; "and
behold, the vail of the temple was rent in twain from the top to
the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept,
arose, and came out of the graves after His resurrec ion, and went
into the holy city and appeared unto many," Such also was the
powerful effect of this earthquake as immediately succeeding the
last words and death of Jesus upon the cross, tha ""he centurion
and they that were with him watching Jesus" feared greatly,
saying, "Truly this was the Son of God."

This impressive accompaniment of the death of Christ no doubt
spoke loudly of the holiness and righteousness of God who might
have rent the earth to pieces as,the just punishmen of sin, but it
spoke still more loudly of His infinite mercy and grace owards
sinners-the matchless compassion of Him who ga,e His only
begotten Son to be rent in body and soul upon the cross that
poor sinners might be saved and put in possession of life everlast
ing. The centurion, and those who were with him, fel i 0 be an
overwhelming testimony to the claim of Christ to be he Son of
God. Christ in His death triumphed over sin, dea h and the
grave, and the bodies of the saints ~rose out of their ombs after
His resurrection as living witnesses and proofs of the completeness
of His victory. The prevailing note, then, of this earthquake is_
redemption from sin, and freedom from death, perfectly and
eternally procured by the Son of God in the sacrifice of Himself.

The second earthquake that falls to be noticed, as of a beneficent
character, is that which led to the conversion of the jailor at
Philippi. The first earthquake we have mentioned was prior to
the resurrection of the Redeemer from death in Joseph's tomb;
this preceded the resurrection of one of the redeemed from the
grave of spiritual death. The first resurrection was a pledge of
the second, and strange, an earthquake was a forerunner of both.
Though it cannot be said that it was the earthquake which con
verted the jailor -no purely natural event can produce a spiritual
change-yet it was the beginning of that series of events in his
history that culminated in ~is conversion. Indeed, the immediate
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natural effects of the earthquake upon the jailor and his surround
ings were, to some extent at least, shadows beforehand of the
spiritual revolution that was about to take place in his soul. The
jailor was,to begin with, a man in the prison of spiritual death,
bound with the chains of enmity to God's saints, and disbelief of
the truth, and resting upon a false foundation for eternity. The
earthquake came and shook the foundations of the prison, and
"immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bands
were loosed," and the keeper of the prison awoke out of sleep.
The effects of this startling interposition were freedom from chains
and an awakening out of insensibility. These things led to a
great alarm in the heart of the jailor, as he supposed "that the
prisoners had been fled." He would have killed himself with
his sword, but the voice of Paul, like the voice of the gospel, cry
in?: " Do thyself no harm, for we are all here," brought him to his
right mind, and made him see his unspeakable danger. Now,
amid darkne~s of body and soul, he called for a light, sprang in,
fell down in a humble and affectionate attitude before Paul and
Silas, and brought them out of their painful situation, and said

. "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" Then Paul and Silas
preached the gospel unto him, the substance of which was,
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved and
thy house." The word spoken was accompanied with the power
of th~ Holy Ghost, and he and his house believed the gospel.
This was a striking example of conversion from darkness to light,
from bondage to liberty, and froin the power of Satan to the king
dom of God's dear Son.

Now, these Scriptural references to earthquakes carry with them
a variety of lessons, which should be driven home by the solemn
events of to-day.

First, let us observe the eartllquake of judgment. God sends
earthquakes as judgments for sin. We understand that the cities
lately destroyed in the Western Hemisphere were among the most
wicked in the world, and these destructive upheavals have a very
loud voice to the inhabitants of that part of the earth. Verily
there is a God that judgeth, and the wicked will not prosper
always, nor go for ever unpunished. But these cities are not the
only very wicked ones; there are many such nearer home that
have been more highly favoured than they with gospel privileges,
Capernaums WHich have been exalted to heaven, but are now in
danger of being cast down to hell. Let the people of Great
Britain take care lest they also be visited with the earthquake, the
tempest and the fire. Moreover, let these earthquakes remind us
of the. day of death and the day of judgment. There is a day
coming when each of us must put off this mortality. The earthly
house of the body will shake and fan,-and woe be to that soul
that is not then prepared for death and eternity! The day of
judgment will be a day of dissolution to the heavens and the
earth. They are. "kept in store, re-served unto fire against the·
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day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men." What a warning
this should be to the impenitent and unbelieving, who are
swallowed up in the occupations and pleasures of a present evil
world! Soon, their heaven will be destroyed, and their hell will
be begun.

Secondly, let us consider the earthquake of Chrisfs redemption.
Here is the great foundation hope of sinners. The Son of God
has come into the world, and taken upon Him the load of His
people's sin and curse. He has satisfied the offended justice of
Jehovah j He has entered into conflict with the gates of hell and
the grave, and has carried captivity captive j He has broken the
bands of death, and brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel. He has secured an eternal deliverance for His people
from the chains of earth and from the prison house of death and
the grave. Thus the earthquake that succeeded His dea'h and
preceded His resurrection preaches the gospel of redemp ion to
sinners, deliverance from the curse, and resurrection to newness
of life.

Thirdly, let us think also of the earthquake of converSliJfl. _TO

doubt physical earthquakes take place and vast multitudes
continue as careless and impenitent as before, thougb, let us
hope, that God is teaching righteousness to one here and another
there amid the present scenes of devastation. Sometimes the
Lord sends an unexpected calamity in providence upon an
individual or a family, which may be as trying and terrible 0 them
as a literal earthquake to otbers. It is a blessed thin<> when
such an event is made the means in the hand of God's pirit of
awakening souls to consider the things of God and eternity, and
to cry for mercy through Jesus Christ. What may at firs appear
to be the greatest possible injury may prove to be a blessing of
incalculable value in disguise. The most important thing is the
spiritual awakening, whether it be preceded by a startling pro
vidential dispensation, or be produced directly and solely by the
word of truth applied by the Spirit to the soul. \\ hat a precious
thing it would be' if we would hear of "earthquakes in divers
places" in a spiritual sense, namely, in the awakening of souls by
the Spirit, through the application of law or gospel, to a true
concern about their state in view of eternity, whereby they would
put the question with all-absorbing earnestness, "Wha must I do
to be saved?" Some souls are dealt with more gently by God
than others, but it would matter not how terrible tbe awakening,
if it landed the soul safely in Jesus Christ, the only hiding-place
from the storm and covert from.the tempest. The people of God
should pray that secure and careless sinners would be awakened
out of sleep,·that the foundations of their false hopes would be
swept away, and that they would be led and enabled to lay hold
of Christ as the one Saviour of the lost. How dreadful it is to
see many quite uncon'cerned, listening to the truth, while their
souls are perishing in indifference and unbelief !
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, (Hitlterto Unpublished.)

(I.)
" And call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou

shalt glorify me."-Psalm I. 15.

T HE best exercise for a believer in the time of trouble is to
call upon the Lord. The promise is given that He will

deliver.
It would be well that every believer would write this in his note

book at the beginning of his spiritual career; that he must be
conformed to the Man of Sorrows all the time that is allotted him
on earth. The first thing that a day of trouble brings is coldness,
as if there was a total 'absence of the Sun, and a freezing in every
duty of religion. Every believer must lay his account with this.
" In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I
ha.ve overcome the world." "Ye now therefore have sorrow, but
I shall see you again, and your hearts shall rejoice."

I think the command to call upon Him infers, that we are apt
to call on other things, second causes and instruments., It also
infers that we are apt to relax our spiritual diligence, and to get easy
and without life. This, some of us should know by experience.
Christ says: "Call upon me, for I have flesh and bones, which a
mere spirit has not; I am set upon my mediatorial throne. Call
upon me,however guilty you are; mercy and truth go before my
face. T.hese having met in me, justice and judgment are the
pillars of my throne, so that it shall never· be shaken; I am able
to deliver you." It is not an easy thing to pray·with the soul. To
engage in religious exercises is an easy matter, or to bend the knee
orice or twice a day! The formalist, the hypocrite, and even
those who make no pretensions to religion at all, may do that.
Christ says, "Call on me; I am in a condition to deliver you; I
have satisfied justice." The taking away the legal hindrance-'-the
law in its penalty-was with a view to the removal of the moral
hindrance-sin in the soul. It is an amazing fact that God can
stretch the hand of mercy to sinners at all. But Christ hath
obtained by His sa.tisfaction to justice, the right and power to
deliver His people from sin and all its consequences. He can
and will do it, as His heart is set on doing it. He will do it in a
sovereign way. Prayer in itself cannot do it. Yet I hope the
earth is not destitute of a few who can remember the ,sweetest
seasOnS in .the depths of. days of trouble. So,. have patience,



206 The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

brethren, "Ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the
will of God, ye might receive the promise." " I will deliver thee,
and thou shalt glorify me."

I am certain that those, who were living nearer the Lord than
many of our present professors, found Satan busy among them at
a season like this, endeavouring to cause them to doubt of their
interest in Christ. I care not for easy, unexercised professors,
sitting at the table of the Lord, whom necessity never sent to a
throne of grace. Oh, pray for your mother's house, and your
mother's children. I fear too many of us are at ease in Zion. 0
seek Christ above all things. If we would pass by means and
instruments to Him, then we would not despise these. It is by
knowing God in Christ that we come to give everything else its
own place.

(11.)
"Though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly; but the

proud he knoweth afar off."-Psalm cxxxviii. 6.

The Most High is a name more for faith to admire than for
reason to comprehend. What can be more odious and abomin
able than a proud man before the Most High? Man would be
equal to Him; yet it is a most unseemly rivalry. We have the
example of Pharaoh saying, "I know not the Lord, neither will I
let Israel go." And, again, there is Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel iv.)
who, in the height of his pride, would discard God out of His
own universe, walking on the battlements of his palace, and saying,
" Behold, is not this great Babylon that I have built for the house
of the kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the honour of
my majesty?" But witness the result; he was driven from among
man, and did eat grass as oxen. If you wish to see another
proud man, look at the Pharisee, standing and praying thus with
himself; "God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast
twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess." Pride, when
it does not attack us in a gross aspect, may attack us in a religious
aspect.

The lowly man is one brought to his knees in repentance, like
the prodigal son, when he came to himself. There are some,
however, whose repentance is not of the right stamp. For
example, in our towns in the south, men are in the habit of going
out in the evening, and meeting with company, they get heated
with strong drink; and so, when the man comes home to a cold
room, and sees his weeping wife and ragged children, he may
come to himself by the pangs of remorse; but no sooner does the
temptation occur again, than he falls in with it. But the case of
the prodigal son is different. No doubt, when he set out with his
portion, he thought he could set up wherever he pleased and be
the admiration of the whole country; but instead of this, he came
to feed swine; he came to the pig-stye. He is brought very low,
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to see his sin and misery. And this is the'way the lowly man
comes to himself; this is the beginning of that character. Truly,
the publican is a lowly man, smiting on his breast, and saying,
"God, be merciful to me a sinner." This is what we would all
need to come to, to be exercised about our own individual case,
as sinners. "Be clothed with humility." This garment is the
beauty an<~ ornament of a believing soul. Another example is
Saul of Tarsus, setting out proud from Jerusalem, but when the
Lord met him, he was brought low. Mary Magdalen kissed
Jesus' .feet. Oh, was it not strange to see a woman bending her
lips and kissing a man's feet? But oh, she saw reason to kiss
this Man's feet, which were to stand in the furnace of God's wrath
to deliver her from it. He came as it were, from heaven to hell,
to deliver her from it. The Syrophenician woman cried, "Lord,
help me." This is the prayer of a lowly soul, and He Himself
shut her mouth by answering all her desires. She said in effect,
"I am so hungry, and so unworthy that I can sit under the table
and take a crumb as a dog." This is a lowly person. But,
perhaps, the greatest distinction that can be made between a legal
and a gospel spirit is to be seen in the case of Paul, who would
accept salvation as of rich, free, and sovereign grace; he does not
deny what· grace did, yet he ascribes it all to grace.

A man cannot be selfish without being proud. You will not
find a lowly man, in truth, but one who is willing to take on the
yoke of Christ, and to try and obey His commandments. I need
not say that the lowly man is a modest man.

I might show that God will not spare any pains with a lowly
man to keep him lowly. The chastisements of the rod are quite
in keeping with a lowly state. See David in 2 Samuel, vii. 18;
" Who am I, 0 Lord God, and what is my house, that thou hast
brought me hitherto? . . . . Is this the manner of man, 0 Lord
God? And what can David say more unto thee?" A lowly man
is a gracious man-a great man.

(I) There is none in such a fair way of giving display to the
grace of God as a lowly man. A proud man ascribes all to him
self, while the other will say, "How astonishing every act of grace
toward me! This is the doing of the Lord and wondrous in our
eyes." He is in a condition to magnify the riches of divine grace.
(2) Lowliness is the effect of the Spirit's work, and a grace of the
Spirit in the soul, and so the Lord has respect to it, and com
placency in it. (3) It is astonishing to observe that lowliness is a
part of the image of the Son of God.' (4) Lastly, consider the
difference between Cain and AbeJ. Though you do not think
much of Cain, and are apt to speak ill of him, at the first stage of
his history he came out on the Sabbath to offer sacrifice unto God.
But God only accepts the humble services of His people, through
the merits of His Son.

The lower a man is in his own sight, the higher he is in the
sight of God. The Lord will raise the poor from the dust and set
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them on high among princes. In short, they will be lowly in
heaven. God loves lowliness; His people are lowly; and so
humility shall be there. Pride is the seat of Satan, and lowliness
is the seat of God. Oh pray for the multiplication of the humble
ones.

(Ill.) .

SATURDAY, 26th January, 1850.

.. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood,
suffered without the gate. "-Heb. xiv. 12.

The slaying of animals under the Old Testament dispensation
was a type of Christ's suffering without the gate. The former
mode of sacrifice was the gospel during that dispensation. I
would be far from taking all the world as " the people" mentioned
here; but I conceive it to be those whom Christ had in His heart
from eternity, whom· the Father gave Him to redeem. I shall
shew:

I.-Where Christ suffered, "without the gate" ;
II.-What He suffered; and

. III.-The object He had in view in suffering" that he might
sanctify the people with his own blood."
I.~Where Christ suffered. The evangelist John tells us that

He was led out to Golgotha to be crucified. It was not in the
streets of Jerusalem, the holy city, that He was slain. When man
fell, he was driven out of the garden of Eden, and there was a
flaming sword placed at the gate of the garden, so that he could
not approach the tree of life without going over the point of the
sword. I think of Jesus being led through tbe streets of the holy
city, bearing His cross, faint with present suffering-led out to the
place of execution for the greatest malefactors. Think of this
inflicted upon an innocent man, whose thoughts, words and
actions were always agreeable to the unerring rule of God's will
and .law; yet He suffered on account of tbe iniquities of His
people, which ",ere laid upon Him, though personally innocent.
Behold Christ going forth without the gate, till He reaches the
place of a skull-Golgotha.

II.:'-What He suffered. Here Christ endured reproach which
he felt keenly, more so than any of us would, because he· was
perfectly holy. He was called a malefactor-even a devil. He
endured the shame of the cross-the greatest amount of it that
ever was endured by man. Can you think of Jesus' flesh pierced
with nails, fixed to the accursed tree? Here His Father's wrath
at its highest pitch is manifested. Think of Him putting the cup
of His Father's wrath to His mouth and swallowing the whole of
it into His inmost soul! Oh, followers of Jesus, think of this.
What else can prepare you for the feast of to-morrow as the
contemplation of Jesus' suffering without the gate? He said not
a word about His body; it is, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful,
even unto death." Oh, it is not easy to conceive what it is to



Brief Notes 0/ Sermons.. 209

have all the capacities of a soul filled with mercy or wrath.·. Woe
to· that soul that leaves the body ripe to receive its fill of God's
wrath! Think of the suffering of Christ's soul that was of a
greater capacity than any of om:s, and which was in the habit of
drinking in the love of His Father, and receiving communications
of His favour, enduring the full extent of God's wrath. 0, God's
wrath! I tremble to think of it. Christ's sufferi.ngs. were beyond
human or angelic comprehension.

His manner of endurance was with meekness and calmness.
His sensibilities were moved to the highest pitch; and yet the
calm of holiness sat upon His soul, when men and devils united
to torment Him. He could command a season for prayer in the
midst of this awful season. He cried, "Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do "-while He might have consumed
them by His power. He left an example that we should follow
in His steps. Pray for friends-for foes-for all. Oh, bring to
the Lord's table a forgiving spirit. Christ cherished the great
principle in His heart of love to God and man.

0, think of the Father, raising the sword of justice, burning with
holy fire, and drawing the stroke with all the power of Deity to
smite the Son, and the Son, in return, saying, "Oh, Father, how
T love thee in the righteous execution of thy justice agaillSt the
sins of my people, for whom I stand!" and loving and kissing the
holy law, while it was smiting him. May I not say that He
suffered meritoriously? God never saw the like, and He shall
never see the like again; it attracted His attention and His heart.
In suffering, Christ shed His blood. See Psalm xxii. 15-" My
strength is dried up like a potsherd, and· my tongue cleaveth fast
to my jaws; and thou hast brought me to the dust of death."
The blood is the life, and as it was separating from His holy flesh,
His strength as a man was wearing away, and when the last drop
of it ran, the work was finished.

IlL-The object He had in view was to sanctify His people
"with his own blood." It was consistent with the rectitude of
the divine government that Jesus should go out to the place where
He suffered as the substitute of sinners, and where His people
were driven, in a spiritual sense, that He might bring them in and
sanctify them by the shedding of His blood. Had it not been
that He died, there would have been indiscriminate slaughter of
mankind.

It is only that which satisfied the justice of God that will satisfy
the conscience of an awakened sinner. Christ gave satisfaction to
all the law's dire sentences, as well as obeyed all its direct com
mands. Oh! ye. dear people of the Lord, how hard are you
become, if this will not move you-the life of your Redeemer in
the lap of divine justice! 0, what a glorious contemplation for
you, believer, that, while Christ is exalted as a Prince and a Saviour
at the right hand of God, His Spirit is.takingthe branch of hyssop,
and sprinkling a soul here and there in every generation, as they
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come forth into being, according to the eternal purpose of God,
sprinkling them with His own blood. I might speak of the work
of the Spirit in showing them that it was a wonder that God did not
cast them to hell long ago, and they cast their own righteousnesses
to the four winds of heaven. If any of these remain, they are
regarded only with shame.

They are sanctified that they may behold the glory of Christ.
0, Christ's people here are weary, fatigued, heavy laden, bearing
many burdens, but He cleanses and sanctifies them, and prepares
them for glory. 0, think of the love of God in Christ, and realise
the warmth of its beams as they shine forth through the suffering
humanity of Jesus. Oh, open your leaves and receive the soften
ing, warming, cheering beams of the Sun of righteousness, as
philosophers say some flowers do to the natural sun. The com
munications of God's love stir up to zeal and the putting forth of
every effort in the life of grace, through the faith that wQrketh by
love. Oh, let the poor and needy come, past all means and
instruments, and you will find Him whom your soul loveth, and
whose absence you lament. "When the poor and needy seek
water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the
Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them."
I would not give the groan of a true believer for all the prayers of
all the Pharisees that ever lived.

Christ crucified is the rock whence living water flows. Remain
not in the court of the Gentiles. Come and see the beauty and
heart of the Saviour. Golgothlvwas not a place for concealing
anything that was in His heart; it was a trial made as by fire; it
was an offering made as by fire unto the Lord. 0, sinner, either
you shall drink of the cup of salvation, or of the cup of God's
wrath, with its dire effects. U nbelief is the stabbing Christ under
the fifth rib. 0, if you believed the truth about your own character
and state, there would be a rush to the closet or some secret place,
saying, "0 thou, Son of David, have mercy on me." This evening
go to Golgotha, where Jesus suffered without the gate; go to the
Bible records of His sufferings and death, and get a warrant and
spirit of prayer there.

Russia's Woful Plight.-One scene of carnage after another
follows in such quick succession in this distracted and revolution
torn country that events which at other times would have filled
the minds of the civilized 'world with horror are now regarded as
the inevitable. The revolutionary forces have resorted to means
and methods which spread destruction on every hand. The
ruling powers seem to play with the people's demand for freedom.
To all appearance Russia looks as if she were hastening to her
doom-awful and inevitable. The Ruler of Nations has His own
purpose in it all.

~---



The Memoirs of Elisabeth West. 211

U:be IDemoira or Spiritual J6J:erciaea of
J6ltaabetb 'UUleat.

(WRITTEN BY HER OWN HAND.)

(Continued from page 184.)

T HERE was a very sad and lamentable providence happened
after this great and solemn ordinance in the city: On the

. Saturday following, there was a terrible fire in the Cannongate
head, which consumed a great deal; in a short time the whole
city was all in confusion, as it was no wonder. In the meantime,
when I first heard it, I was at prayer, but was very dead and dull ;
but the news and sight of this fire put a new edge on my spirit;
where I got leave to pour out my heart before the Lord; and the
main petition I· ran on was, that the Lord would make this fire a
means of conversion to some one or other; which I thought would
turn our mourning into a song.

On the next day, being Sabbath, Mr. Moncrief was on these
words, Micah vi. 9, "The L-ord's voice crieth into the city, and
the man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and
who hath appointed it." He observed, that every rod had a voice,
and it was only the wise man that would understand the language
of it. He told us, that God's voice was crying to this city, and
that He was come to the very ports, and was crying over the walls
to us, that we should amend our ways, lest He should come
into our city and consume us in a terrible manner. I cannot tell
what this dispensation of providence wrought on me; but I am sure
of this, it lets me see the vanity of all time's created pleasures, and
that they are the only happy folk that have their treasure in
heaven. 0 but the spirit of the Lord was at great pains to
show me what the Lord was! I saw, as in a glass, both what was
good and evil in it. There are these seventeen remarks I had
upon the world, twelve of them are evil and hurtful, five of them
good and useful.

I. I saw that these that are bent in seeking the world, they
must sustain a great deal of troubles and vexations ere they can
get it. 0 this is a great evil: have we nothing to vex or trouble
ourselves about but gather a pokeful of wind, which will blow
away with a blast of wind? 2. When we have riches in this world,
how apt are they to take our love from Christ! For we cannot
serve two masters, I John ii. 15, "He that loveth the world, the
love of the Father is not in him." 3. Many a one has lost their
own soul in see~ing the world; and what will all their riches profit
them ?-Matt. xvi. 26. 4. The world yields no comfort in the
time of trouble, when on a death-bed, or .when the conscience is
wakened by sin. 5. The world cannot give a ransom for our
iniquities and transgressions when we shall stand before the
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tribunal. 6. The world hinders many a one to close with Christ
on his own terms, as the young man in the gospel, and these· in
Matt. xxii. 5; when Christ sent to them to invite them to be
married to the King of glory, "0," say they, "Pray excuse us, for
we cannot come; for the world hindereth us." 7. Riches in this
world are no token of God's love. It was welI observed by one,
"That the 'world is like a picked bone, that the Lord throws to
the dogs." 8. The world makes many take on the very picture
of the devil for pride; they, like Jeshurun, wax fat. 9. The world
may be very soon lost, and this brings in new sorrows and vexa
tions; then they are like Micah, "They have taken away my gods,
and what have I more?" They have a slippery grip that hold the
world; an untimely. fire, a storm' at sea, or a wheen evil debtors,
will make a lamentable change on a rich man. 10. It is a very
difficult thing to gain the world with a good conscience. They
that would be rich are liable to many temptations; temptations to
cheat and lie, or else their stocks will not increase so fast as they
would. 11. They that· have the world must die and leave it
behind them, and perhaps to them. that wilI give them but small
thanks, though they have· put their precious souls in great hazard
to gather it to them, who, when they have got it, it may prove a
snare and temptation to lead them on in a course of sin and iniquity.
12. Those that have much of the world have a great account to
make of it at the great day, how they have improven that talent
for God and His people; they being but stewards, God will seek
an account of their stewardship.

But, notwithstanding of all these evils that attend them that
have the world, yet I see a great many advantages in having it:
for, I. They may have more time and conveniency to serve the
Lord than others, having every thing laid to their hand, and not
being exposed to these troubles and difficulties that poor folk are
exposed to, which proves a great hinderance to them in seeking
and serving the Lord. 2. In having the world, they may relieve
and help the poor members of Christ with it; the doing of which
may bring down blessings on them and their posterity, Psalm
cxii. 5-7. God will not let them want that give but a cup of cold
water to any of his children. 3. Rich folk have many friends;
and, whatever troubles they may be under, they have enough to
comfort them; whereas poor folk, when in trouble, they may be
sick, mourn and lament, and weep, but few to inquire what ails
them. 4. Riches may be a means to humble them, when they
consider that few rich folk be saved. 5. Rich folk have great
matter of praise and thankfulness, that God hath so largely pro
vided, for them beyond many others as good as they: this should
send them many errands to the throne of grace, that their riches
be not a snare to them and others. When. I had seriously
pondered these things, I cannot but say, the vain world bears but
small bulk in my eyes.

About this' time there arose'.a terrible and sore corruption on
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me which they call self-conceit, and self-seeking wrought so strongly
against me, that I wist not what to do; now I find it to my
experience, that it was not an easy thing to be a downright self
denied Christian; to be working for heaven as it were to be won
by works, and to be denied by all, as if we had done nothing at
all. 0 difficult work indeed! to be denied to prayers, to tears,
and other religious duties; this was like a pang of the new birth,
which is attended with a great deal of pain; or like an entering in
at the strait gate, which was like to tear the skin from the bones,
before I could win through. Then that word was borne in upon
me, "If any man will be my disciple, he must deny himself." Of
all the parts of religion I had met with, I found thi!? the hardest
to win at. I had attained to a n'ame in religion; but all the name
I was getting from Jesus Christ, was that word, Mal. iii. 8, Ye
have robbed me of that glory due to me. This word prest my
very heart; for I knew it was true; for I carried that devil self
conceit or self-seeking about. with me wherever I went. 0 self!
that weary thing self! what shall I do with it? it is. like to destroy
me. I think that motto may be written over to me, "faithless
and unfaithful." Did I not give myself to the Lord? but my
inward frame of spirit says the contrary.

Then I began to examine, what length I had come in the way
of God, or whether hypocrites might not attain to all I had, and
yet come short of saving grace? I prayed, and so did the proud
Pharisee: I converse with the godly, and so did the foolish
virgins: I communicate, and so did these hypocrites: I have a
delight in seeking the Lord, and so had these, Isaiah lviii. 2. I
am free of gross out-breakings, and so was the young man, Mark
x. 20. Now, what have I done more than these? they were not
self-denied, neither am I. Lord, I must forward my petitions.
This sent me to the throne of grace, to get self-subdued: but I
thought it grew the stronger on my hand.

At this time Mr. John Moncrief had many suitable sermons
concerning self-righteousness; for the text was in Mark x. con
cerning the young man in the gospel. I am sure he spoke as
directly to my case, as if he had known it; how great a length
we might come in religion, and yet lack the one thing, as this man
did. This put fears in me lest I should prove the same; but
when he came to these words, take up the cross, and follow me :
that was a day, which I desire never to forget; it being May 30,
1697.

He observed three things from the words; 1st, When Christ
calls, we ought to give ready obedience; come, take up the cross.
2ndly, Whosoever is bound for heaven must follow Christ; follow
me, we must 'follow him through singular duties, and despised
duties. 3rdly, Whosoever will follow Christ, must do it with the
cross on their back; the cross of losing all that we have .in the
world; the cross of pain and shame, and persecution and death.
Where he' put it to everyone of our doors, whether we would



214 The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

accept of Christ on these terms or not? He proposed a question,
how shall we know when Christ is calling us to part with all
that we have? The answer was; when that which we had
could not be gotten kept, without sin and a snare to the con
science. I must acknowledge, this was a day of power to me,
wherein my affections were so opened after the Lord Jesus, that r
was content of Him upon any terms whatsoever. 0 the sweetness
I saw in that cross where Christ Jesus was, and the great advant
ages that attended it! 0 how kind and cheerfully could I embrace
a burning stake for Christ! I took heaven and earth to witness,
and the Lord to witness, that day, that no cross, no persecution,
should sepa~ate me from Christ! But there were two things that
appeared to me as crosses, the which I would not consent to; the
one was, an absent God in the time of trouble and trial; the
other, to be given up to a selfish disposition of spirit. 0 Lord,
if Thou deliver me from these two, I would take up any other
thou pleasest; for I see it as .impossible for me to be denied to
my self-rightepusness as for a clue of thread to run up a brae;
"but draw thou me and I shall run after thee."

After this I fell under fears, that all my resolutions would blow
up when a day of trial cometh; for which cause I was frequently
at the throne of grace with this petition, Lord, take thou my
resolutions in Thy own hand, and keep them from me, that when
my trial comes, I be not like the young man that came to Christ, as
if he would have done anything for eternal life, and yet, when he
was put to it, he went away sorrowful; and, being convinced of
the treachery of my own heart, I durst put no trust in it, but in as
far as it was in Christ's keeping.

After this I found the body of sin and death was very strong
in me, and the predominant corruption was a continual vexation
to me, so that I knew not what to do, I could reveal my mind to
none, for I saw it was needless, neither thought I that any was in
my condition.

I had a godly comrade, to whom I told something of my case.
She was concerned on my account, and told me my case was not
singular. This was some medicine to me, though it continued
but a very short while. We prayed frequently together for the
Lord's mind anent it; but all continued very dark, and after per
formance of religious duties, I always found it grow stronger. I
was brought this length of it, that I saw no remedy anywhere but
in the kingly office of the Lord Jesus to conquer me. I set apart,
for fasting and mourning over my predominant idol, the loth
June, 1697. And that which was my very heart's desire, as in the
sight of God, was to be made conformed to the Lord Jesus Christ,
and to have the Spirit in me that was in Him, and to have as great
a measure of sanctification as was possible for mortals to attain to
in this life.

r was persuaded that this petition of mine was attainable,
otherwise it would never be commanded, 1 John ii. 6, "Walk even
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so as he walked." Lord, I turn over this command into a prayer;
Lord, make me to walk even so as thou walkedst. There being
none present but God here, I took my paper, pen and ink to
witness, that on condition I got my petition granted I am content
of whatsoever cross Thou trysts me with, but it is conditionally, if
Thou be with me, and give me Thy holy Spirit, to conquer this
idol of mine that is contending for Thy room. 0 Lord, come and
be king, and rule over me this day, and make me to will nothing
but what is Thy holy will. 0 but this was a sweet day to me,
wherein I got my heart and spirit poured out before the Lord, and
got good ground to believe that my request was gramed, from that
word, Phil. ii. 13, "For it is God which worketh in you both to
will and to do of his good pleasure."

A little after this, there was a word that the sacrament was to be
given at Lasswade; the thoughts of which were joyful to me. I
intended to be there on the fast day, which I thought was to be
on Thursday. I got up on the morning and made myself ready
to go to the place, it being four miles from Edinburgh. 0 how
cheerfully I went on'the way!. I spoke to none and few spoke to
me, I being alone. I cannot but say the presence of God was
with me, and that word ran always in my mind, "Who is like unto
the Lord among the gods?" which afforded me sweet meditations
by the way. When I came to the place, I stranged that there was
no gathering of people there, but I thought I am too soon here;
and then I thought I would go and recreate myself a while about
the waterside, until the worship be near the beginning. I stranged
mightily what might be the reason that the mills were going, and
the women were bleaching their webs; I thought this not very
suitable for a fast day. In the meantime that I was looking on
the webs that were bleaching, there was a very sweet 1rieditation
given me. I saw some webs that were new laid down to the water,
and these were very ill hued; I saw others that had lain longer,
and these became white, and changed their natural hue; then I
thought, that white web was once black, and as useless as the
other (for an un bleached web is of little or no use), but there hath
been a great deal of pains taken on it, ere it came this length,
what steeping, knocking, wringing, watering, rubbing has there
been wared on it? Now the meditation was this, the unbleached
web was like the unrenewed soul on whom the Lord bestowed a
great deal of pains before it changed its natural hue; what knock
ing, by His word; what wringing and washing by affliction; what
watering, by His gospel; then I thought, the white web was like
a renewed soul, on whom these pains had taken effect; and, for
as white as the web was, yet, by reason of its being used, it very
soon grew nasty; so tha-!: it must be frequently washed; again, so
the renewed soul, though it be sanctified, and made white in the
blood of the Lamb, yet, by reason of its being in a corrupt world,
soon defiles itself, and so must frequently resort to the fountain
for cleansing. By this time I thought the worship was near to
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begin; so I went to the church-yard, where I saw no appearance
of sermon. I inquired when the first bell would ring? and if this
was the fast day? They told me, that the fast day was yesterday,
and that I had disappointed myself. Now it is impossible for me
to record what a sudden change this wrought on me, so as I could
not get myself contained; but as a dagger had been at my heart, '
I burst forth with grief and sorrow, that I had lost so blessed an
occasion through my own negligence. 0 as the enemy unbelief
wrought with me by the way to make me entertain harsh thoughts
of God, that He loved me not! which made me return the way
weeping and sorrowing, which· I went rejoicing. When I came
home, I threw myself on a bed, in an extreme fit of discontent,
resolving that I would not communicate at that time: but Ohow
shall I record the long-suffering and patience of the Lord, who did
not manifest Himself to me in wrath for so doing; but on the
contrary, He came all in love to me, and convinced me that I was
in the wrong! This put a new edge on my spirit again: so that I
enjoyed one of the sweetest afternoons that ever I think I experi·
enced: and, as I was reflecting what might be the language of this
disappointment, or what I should learn from it, this meditation
came in my mind; what was the reason that I did not inform
myself better what day the fast should be on? The reason was
this, I never entertained the least doubt about it, but that it would
be upon Thursday, because all the fasts were, for ordinary, that
day; so it never entered my mind to. ask at any. Then this
followed as a lesson I should learn from it, that sometimes dis
appointments come from these things from which they are least
expected; what then if I be lying in anyone sin unrepented of,
that I have no conviction or doubt about,. and yet it may prove a
great disappointment to me in the day of the Lord. This put me
on to cry to God, that He would search me, and try me, and find
out all the secret sins and abominations that lay in my heart.

On Saturday I went to Lasswade again, where Mr. David
Walker preached on John xi. 28, "The Master is come, and
calleth for thee." He had many sweet and desirable observations
from the words. Mr. John Anderson was on the Testament's
being confirmed by the death of the testator. But yet I found
not in these sermons that I cQ,uld have desired.

At this very time I had a load weight of corruption bearing me
down, and like a draff-pock at my heels, which imbittered all my
comforts. I retired myself to the fields, where I poured out my
heart to the Lord; and 0 how my heart was set a longing after
the Lord! and that He would come and take up a possession in
my heart, and rule there as a King and Lord, putting everything
to the door that hindered His abode with me: I had a great
concern on my heart for my parents and brother, then that word
came to me, "I will not leave you comfortless."

This night being spent, in the morning I thought my frame was
not like one that was to meet with the Lord. I had some down-
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castings of spirit through that day. Mr. John Flint was in the
action sermon on Rom. xiii. 14, "But put ye on the Lord Jesus."
A comfortable sermon he had indeed; but yet I could take little
encouragement from it, I was so lifeless; yet over the belly of all
opposition, I went to the fifth table, where Mr. John Moncrief
served, it being June 27, 1697. I was not in such a lively frame
at this table, as formerly I have been in; and yet my heart
vehemently put up this petition, "Lord, what wilt thou have me
to do for thee?"

When I retired to secret that night, I began to inquire what was
the reason I was in so ill a frame at a communion: then I got
these two meditations on it: First, I saw that ordinances were not
to be idolized, so as to think that the Lord was to be limited that
way. 2dly, A good frame was not to be idolized, thinking that
because of it we will therefore be the more acceptable to God.
This is bringing a price in our hand to the market of free grace.
I saw that if I had been always in a good frame, I would have put
tears, and prayers, and communions in Christ's room. Then that
word came to me, "I will not give my glory to others, nor my
praIse to graven images;" with this also, "I have chosen you, but
ye have not chosen me."

And on Monday morning that scripture, Isa. xliii. 22-25, was
made very comfortable to me, and particularly applied to my case.
After this communion I was wonderfully helped to that duty of
meditation, so that I could scarce cast my eyes any way but I got
some spiritual meditation. I got new discoveries of the miseries
of an unconverted soul, and the blessedness of those that are
interested in Christ, and the vanity of all created enjoyments
under the sun. 0 but the candle of the Lord shined clearly on
my tabernacle! And there were two scriptures given me, wherein
there were things very remarkable, and from them I saw what the
Lord was about to call me unto, John xiv. 27, "My peace I give
unto you, my peace I leave with you; not as the world giveth,"
etc., the other word was, "You shall be called Jedidiah." Now
what this word J edidiah meant I did not understand. I sought
through the scriptures, to see if I could find any that was so called;
at length I found, 2 Sam. xii. 25, Nathan the prophet tells David,
" He -shall have a son, and he shall be called J edidiah." And
when I looked to the margin, it signified, "Beloved of the Lord."
These things were very desirable to me, and filled me with wonder
and admiration at the love of God.

(To be Continued.)

WE are much indebted to an old note-book, penned long ago
by a deceased friend at Wick, for the Notes of Sermons by Rev.
A. Cook and Rev. John Macrae. Next month we expect to have
some Notes of a Sermon by Rev. Finlay Cook, Reay.
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Sacer~otaIism, Secularism, Socialism.
By A CHURCH OF ENGLAND MINISTER.

W E take the liberty of reproducing the following article by
the Rev. William Adamson, Vicar of Old Ford, E., which

appeared recently in Tlte English Churchman:-

"Intrusive frogs, by three foul spirits sent,
Your ceaseless croakings have a strange portent! "-REV. xvi. 13.

The decay of Evangelical Religion, with the rapid spread of
these three frog-like spirits in the ministries of the national and
Free Churches of our country, is a painful phenomenon. But it
is the third of these apocalyptic forces which is gaining ground
before the others in the Free Churches. Not a few of the
sermons to-day are little better than" Socialistic diatribes," under
the plea that "Christian Socialism" (for so they call it) is Biblical,
and that the Lord Jesus Christ made Socialism of the essence of
His Gospel. This comes out very clearly in the recent Con
fere,nce of the Free Churches at Birmingham. With much that
was excellent, scriptural, and heart-stirring, there was an overdose
of the spirit of Socialism. It was belauded, and some of the
leaders, in grandiloquent eulogy, urged what the Bishop of
Stepney has advised as to getting into close touch with the
Socialists. Indeed, it is neither exaggeration nor misrepresenta
tion to say that many ministers who gave addresses seem to
have had "Socialism" on the brain, while declaiming against
" Secularism" and irreligious education in our national schools.
What does this portend? We ask this question with all the more
anxiety because we note how ardent the ministers of the Free
Churches are to have "the Gospel re-stated, and re-stated on
broader lines as to doctrine, and on political lines of modern
Socialism." We recall the trumpet of alarm sounded by the late
Mr. C. H. Spurgeon, and even by so liberal a theologian as the
late Dr. Dale, of Birmingham. What would those two mighty
men of valour in the last century have thought and said, had they
been present at the Birmingham Conference? And what would
they think and say were the)' listeners to many Nonconformist
ministers in pulpit or on platform to-day? The Puritan fine gold
has indeed become dim. And the frog-like spirits have made
their way into their midst with almost incredible success.

It has been said that never since Cromwell's day have so many
truly God-fearing men been returned in one election as in this..
" Most of these," we are assured by a well-known and world-wide
religious paper of undenominationalism, "belong to the Labour
and Socialistic parties; chiefly to the first." But this statement
requires qualification and consideration. Very few of those men
can be said to be God-fearing in the Bible sense and by the
Gospel standard of single-mindedness. Theirs is not a pure and
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simple evangelical faith in' Christ Jesus. It is mixed with the
deadly creed of modern trades unionism~a natural reljgion than

·which none could be more cruel, selfish, and tyrannical. In this
respect it is Satanic and anti-Christian. Its god and saviour is
" SELF." The honour, of God and the happiness of all are
secondary considerations. It is but the unit of self in the
individual organised into an instrument for crushing the middle
and upper classes, in order to attain its selfish supremacy. The
very words" Labour," "Working class," and" Trades," indicate
this. Engage in conversation with the rank and file, note the
blend of refinement and social revolution in the columns of the
Clarion, which, we are gravely told, has more influence to-day
than has the Times! Watch the movement with a lynx eye.
Study the prophecies of "the last time" in the Bible. And what
will you find? The idolatry of" SELF," the god of this world.

The owl, when told by the nightingale that the moon was
shining, shut its eyes and said, "It shines not, for I cannot see
it." The ostrich put its head in the sand and said, "There is no
huntsman in pursuit, so I am safe." The antagonistic parties in
Jerusalem, when our Lord forecast its overthrow within half a
century, laughed Him to scorn, and made Him out unpatriotic.
Britons, like the sea birds in the fable, ridiculing the warning of
the stormy petrel that a storm was brewing, think that God cares
too much for England to allow her to be left to humiliation and
disaster at the hands of anarchy or of foreign attack. They
discern not God's beacon of warning in the person of each
Jewish member of the tribe of the wandering foot under the ban
of God. They disregard the hair's-breadth escape of England in
the Boer War of South Africa, when a coalition of foreign empires
awaited the Boer triumph to effect her ruin-a divine intimation
of what will happen if He determines on judgment. And they
heed 'not the handwriting on the wall in the shape of the FIRST
stage of the Social Revolution, 19°5-06. Is this wise? The
Prince of Wales, when recently visiting our colonies under the
Southern Cross, sent home a message, "Wake up, England!"
We have cried similarly, and in a more momentous crisis, "Awake,
thou that sleepest ! Awake to righteousness, and sin not!" Other
wise the present earthquake will prove the prelude to worse
convulsion. What saith the prophet in Isaiah xxviii. 2 I, "That
he may do his work, his strange work, and bring to pass his act,
his strange act." And judgment is His strange and dreadful
work.

When will England's children, especially the upper and middle
classes, and the Churches, consider-(I) What the Word of God
tells them in Ezekiel, Daniel, and John's Apocalypse; (2) What
the history of ancient nations spells as to the hand of God in their
discipline or overthrow; and (3) What the signs of the times
plainly furnish in confirmation of those? The call is, as it was to
Judah and Jerusalem, in the days of Isaiah, and eight centuries
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later in the time of our Lord, "Repent." England must change
her mind, and convert her heart to the Lord in repentance and in
righteousness. Who knows whether He may not avert the SECOND
and THIRD stages of the earthquake, as when Nineveh-that great
city-repented at the preaching of Jonah ? The true Evangelical
Church of God, and the living members thereof, must not ally
themselves with the three frog-like spirits, all of which are ready
to unite temporarily against the Lord and against His anointed.
The servants of God must not get into touch-as the Bishop of
Stepney advises and some Free Churchmen propose-with those
anti-Christian forces with a view to fellowship or alliance. They
must come out from among them and be separate. They must
stand fast in" the evangelical faith," quit them like men, and be
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. And as for
dealings with them, the only God-commanded and God··commended
way of keeping touch with the dupes of anyone or all of those
three frog-like spirits is-( I) To preach to them the everlasting
Gospel more faithfully and fervently, more truly and tenderly, than
ever; (2) To point out to them, and to all classes in the land, the
divine forecasts in the Bible-chart of prophecy; (3) To pray
without ceasing unto God for them, and for our land itself, for a
revival and outpouring of His holy Spirit for our national restora
tion; and (4) ·To place before them the light of the Christian life
and walk of faith, with that blessed hope that He will" restore all
things,". and usher in the millennium-that" golden age" of the
new heavens and a new earth !,~,

. Within the last month an eminent American divine has said
that" the best days are to come; we have the golden age dawning
upon us; the brightening red of to-day's evening sky tells us that
to-morrow it will be fair." And the late Archbishop Temple, with
rationalistic optimism, said that England was now to swing through
the ringing grooves of time and tide in her favour for ten thousand
years to come. And even our Christian poet, Cowper, in his
exquisite" Winter Walk at Noon," wrote of this present time, and
of what remains of the tempestuous state of things, that it was
" merely as the rocking of the sea before a calm, that rocks itself
to rest." And we are assured by the "agitator lights" of the
Social Revolution-and in most jubilant terms-that their move
ment "will bring the millennium for humanity." But such is not
the Bible view. "For, behold, the Lord will come with fire and
with his chariots like the whirlwind, to render his anger with fury
and his rebuke with flames of fire; for by fire and by his sword
will the Lord plead with all flesh, and the slain of the Lord shall
be many." This is parallel with Rev. xix. I 1-2 I.

GOD will multiply to pardon; but modify and take down his
law! never.-Dr. DUllcan.

THERE is no doubting in faith; there may be much doubting
in the believer.-Dr. Duncan. ..
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V.-THE UTMOST EXTREMITY.*

By REV. THOMAS HALYBURTON.

T HOUGH hitherto I failed of a right issue, yet I was carried a
great length in compliance with convictions. I· kept myself

from open pollutions, I was careful in duties of worship, yea,
further, I was much in secret; I received the Word with joy; I
was often challenged for secret pride, unbelief, and other heart
spiritual evils, and as to the knowledge of them, was considerably
enlightened. I fasted, prayed, mourned in secret. I resolved
and strove against sin, even my peculiar sins that I loved best.
Thus I had with others" a name to live," and took up a form of
religion.-Rev. iii. I; 2Tim. iii. 5. Yet for all this I was a stranger
to its power, which the following evidences sufficiently manifest;
for whatever lengths I went, yet-I. I was a stranger to the glorious
and blessed relief through the imputation of the righteousness of ,
Christ: not that I had not some notions of this, for I professed to
embrace it; but really I was in the dark as to its glorious efficacy,
tendency, and design. I was ignorant of the "righteousness of
God" all the while.-Rom. x. 3. 2. Still in all this the eye was
not single.-Matt. vi. 22. It was only the saving of myself, with
out any eye to the Lord's glory, I designed.-Rom. ix. 31. 3. It
was still by some righteousness of my own, in whole or part, that
I sought relief. No wonder peace was unstable, that stood upon
so weak a foundation. 4. Though I was, by the force of convic
tion, brought to part with my beloved sins, or consent to their
destruction, yet it was neither without reluctance, nor without some
secret reserve. It was like Pharaoh's consent in the like case,
when his servants persuaded him of the danger of his persisting
in his sin. Moses and Aaron were brought back again to
Pharaoh: and he said unto them: "Go, serve the Lord your, God:
but who are they that shall go? "-Exod. x. 8. 5. My heart was
utterly averse from spirituality. Sometimes, through the force of

"This extract is taken from Halyburton's Memoirs. " There are three great
books in the world," said Dr. Duncan, on one occasion, addressing his students,
"Augustine's Confessions, Halyburton's Memoirs, and Bunyan's Pilgrim's Pro·
gress." It was high praise, but duly merited. There are very few books in
our language that can be compared to it for its remarkable unfolding of
Christian experience.

Dr. Young, in his essay introductory to Collins' edition, published in r824,
thus speaks of the lIfemoirs.-" There is scarcely a position which was ever
:taken up by the enmity of man against the mercy of his Maker, but was
occupied by him, and resolutely maintained till it was driven from under him;
and scarcely, we should think, can a ' refuge of lies' be entered by those who
came after him, but was previously entered by him, and made his resting
place, till he found it to be no shelter." In the above extract he gives ,an
account of a very great trial in his spiritual experience, and his happy deliver·
ance from the same.
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convictions, I was indeed brought, for some time, to aim at getting
my mind fixed upon heavenly things, and kept on the thoughts of
them; but my heart being yet carnal, I wearied of this bent, and
of this forcible religion. And it was intolerable to think of being
always spiritual.: "The carnal mind is enmity against God, is not
subject to the law of God, nor can it indeed be."-Rom.viii. 7·

By these means I was at last brought to an extremity; for-I.
My sins were "set in order before me."-Ps. I. 21. "Innumerable
evils compassed me about; mine iniquities have taken hold upon
me, so that I am not able to look up. They are more than the
hairs upon my head, therefore my heart faileth me."-Ps. xl. 12.
2. They were set in order in the dreadfulness of their nature and
aggravations; and all shifts, extenuations, pleas, and defences,
were rejected, and" my mouth stopped before God."-Rom. iii.
19. 3· All the vain ways 1 had taken for my relief baffled my
expectation, and increased my pain: they were "the staff of a
broken reed"; they pierced my arm when I essayed to lean on
them, and I was ashamed, and even confounded, that I had hoped.
-Isa. xxxvi. 6. 4. The wrath of God was dropped into my soul,
and "the poison of his' arrows drank up my spirits."-J ob vi. 20.

5. I was as yet unsatisfied as to the truths of religion, and mine
enemies often told me that even" in God there was no succour
for me."-Ps. iii. 2. 6. Yea, at some times Satan, to entangle me
more, assaulted all the truths of religion at once, and then I was
dreadfully confounded, when the Lord commanded that mine
enemies should be round about me; and they "compassed !De
about like bees."-Ps. cxviii. 11, 12. 7. All ways I took to bear
down my corruptions proved of no avail; for" sin revived, and 1
died," yea, "taking occasion by the commandment, it slew me."
-Rom. vii. 9, I I.

By the extremity of this anguish I was for some time, about
the close of 1697 and beginning of 1698, dreadfully cast down. I
was weary of my-life. Often did I use Job's words: "I loathe it,
'1 would not live alway."-Job vii. 16. And yet I was afraid to die.
1 had no rest; "my sore ran in the night," and it ceased not in
the day.-Ps. lxxvii. 2. At night I wished for day; and in the
day 1 wished for night.-Deut. xxviii. 66, 67. I said, "My couch
shall comfort me"; but then darkness was as the "shadow of
death."-Job vii. 13, X. 21. When I was in this case, I was often
brought to the brink of despair; "He filled me with bitterness;
he made me drunk with wormwood. He broke all my teeth with
gravel-stones; he covered me with ashes."-Lam. iii. IS. He
removed my soul far from peace: I forgot prosperity. And 1
said, My strength and my hope is perished from the Lord;
;remembering mine affliction, and my misery, the wormwood and
the gall. My soul had them still in remembrance, and was bowed
in me.-Lam. iii. 16-20. Now I was made to think it a wonder
that I was not consumed; and though I dreaded destruction from
the Almighty, yet I could not but justify Him if He had destroyed
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me: "Righteous is the Lord, for I have rebelled."-Lam. i. 18.
I was made to fear that the Lord would make me a "Magor
missabib," a terror to myself (Jer. xx. 4), and all round about:
and that He would make some dreadful discovery of my wickedness,
that would make me a reproach to religion, and give the enemies
advantage; which put upon me the psalmist's prayer: "Deliver
me from all my transgressions; make me not the reproach 'of the
foolish."-Ps. xxxix. 8, I was made to wonder that I was not
already cut off; and indeed this was sometimes reviving: "It is
of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his com
passions fail not. This I recall to my mind, therefore have I
hope."-Lam. iii. 20, 21. But this hope was easily clouded. It
amounted to no more than this: "Who can tell but he may be
gracious?"-2 Sam. xii. 22. And to this my fearful heart suggested
the greatness of my sins, as above the reach of pardoning mercy;
and Satan daily urged me to give over, and take some desperate
course-to say, "There is no hope."-Isa.lvii. 10. Thus I walked
about dejected, weary, and heavy laden-weary of my disease,
and weary of the vain courses I had taken for relief, and uncertain
what to do, what course to take: "I took council in my soul,
having sorrow in my heart daily."-Ps. xiii. 2.

If this extremity had lasted much longer, my 'soul had sunk
under the weight of it, and even, while I was in this· case, would
have ruined me, if the Lord had not secretly supported in times
of the greatest extremity, and, as it were, held me by the hand,
even while I carried myself most wickedly. "So foolish was I
and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee. Nevertheless. . . .
thou hast holden me by my right hand."-Ps. lxxiii. 22, 23. And
at this extremity the Lord stepped in; when I had destroyed
myself, He let me see help in Him.-Hos. xiii. 9. He found me
lying wallowing in my blood (Ezek. xvi. 6), in a helpless and hope
less condition. I had none that would or could save me. I was
forsaken of all my lovers. I was caught in the .thicket. I was
quite overcome, neither was I in case to fight or flee. And then
the Lord passed. by me, cast His skirt over me, and made, this
time a time of love: -" And Abraham called the name of that
place, Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the
Lord it shall be seen."--'--Gen. xxii. 14.

I cannot be very positive about the day or hour of this deliver
ance, nor can I satisfy many other questions about the way and
manner· of it. But this is of no consequence, if the work is in
substance sound, for "the wind bloweth where it listeth; and
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the
Spirit."-John iii. 8. Many things about the way and manner we
may be ignorant of, while we are sufficiently sure of the effects.
As to these things, I must say with the blind man, "I know not:
one thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see."-John
ix. 25.
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However, it was toward the close of January, or the beginning
of February, 1698, that this seasonable relief came; and so far as
I can remember, I was at secret prayer in very great extremity,
not far from despair, when' the Lord seasonably stepped in, and
gave this merciful turn to affairs: "When I said, My foot slippeth,
thy mercy held me up."-Ps. xciv. 18. And when there was
none to save, then His own arm brought salvation: "God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, shined into my
mind; to give the light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of
Jesus Christ."-2 Cor. iv. 6.

That which yielded me this relief was a discovery of the Lord,
as manifested in the Word. He said to me, " Thou hast destroyed
thyself, but in me is thy help."~Hos. xiii. 9. Now the Lord dis
covered, in the manner afterwards to be mentioned, several things,
which I shall here take notice of.-I. He let me see that" there
are forgivenesses with him,"-that with Him" there is mercy, and
plenteous redemption."-Ps. cxxx. 4, 7. He made all His" good
ness pass before me; and he proclaimed his name, The Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity,
transgression and sin, who will be gracious to whom he will be
gracious, and will show mercy to whom he will show mercy."
Exod. xxxiii. 19, xxxiv. S. This was a strange sight to one, who
before looked on God only as "a consuming fire" (Heb. xii. 29),
which I could not "see and live."-Exod. xxxiii. 20. 2. He
brought me from Sinai and its thunderings, to Mount Zion, "and
to the Mediator of the new covenant; and to the blood of sprink
ling," that cleanses from all sin, " and speaks better things than the
blood of Abel."-Heb. xii. 22, 24. He revealed Christ in His
glory. I now with wonder" beheld his glory, as the glory of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."-John i. 14.
And I was hereon made to say: "Thou art fairer than the sons of
men."-Ps. xlv. 2. 3. Hereon He let me see that He who had
before rejected all that I could offer was well pleased in the
Beloved: "Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears
hast thou opened: burnt-offerings and sin-offerings hast thou not
required: then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it
is written of me, I delight to do ,thy will, 0 my God."-Ps. xl. 6, 7.
And, 4. Hereby I was further fully satisfied that not only there
was forgiveness of sins and justification by free grace, "through.
the redemption that is in Jesus, whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness
in the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of
God" (Rom. iii. 24); but, moreover, I saw with wonder and
delight, in some measure, how God, by this means, might be just
in justifying even the ungodly who believe in Jesus.-Rom. iv. S.
How was I ravished with delight, when made to see that the God
in whom, a little before, I thought there was no hope for me, or
any sinner in my case, if there were any such, notwithstanding His
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spotless purity, His deep hatred of sin, His inflexible justice and
righteousness, and His untainted faithfulness, pledged in the
threatening of the law, might not only pardon, but, without
prejudice to. His justice or other attributes, be just in justifying
even the ungodly! The reconciliation of those seemingly incon
sistent attributes with one another, and with the salvation of
sinners, quite surprised and astonished me. And,s. The Lord
further opened the gospel call to me, and let me see that to me,
even to me, was the" word of this salvation sent."-Acts xiii. 26.
All this was offered to me, and I was invited secretly to come and
"take the water of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17); and to come in my
distress unto this blessed rest: "Come to me, all ye that are
weary and heavy laden, and ye shall find rest for your souls."
Matt. xi. 28. 6. He, to my great satisfaction, gave me a pleasant
discovery of his design in the whole-that it was" that no flesh
might glory in his sight" (I Cor. i. 29, 31), but -that he who glories
should have occasion only to glory in the Lord j that He might
manifest the riches of His grace, and be exalted in showing mercy;
and that we in the end might be saved, "to the praise of the
glory of his grace, who made us accepted in the Beloved."-Eph.
i. 6, 7; Isa. xxx. 18. 7. The Lord revealed to my soul that full and
suitable provision made in this way against the power of sin j that
as there is righteousness in Him, so there is strength, even ever
lasting strength, in the Lord J ehovah, to secure against all enemies
(Isa. xlv. 24); and that in Him there is sweet provisiori made
against the guilt of sins, that through the power of temptation His
people may be inveigled into: "These things write I unto you,
that ye sin not; put if any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for
our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world."-I John ii. I, 2. 8. When this strange discovery was
made of a relief, wherein full provision was made for all the con
cerns of God's glory, and my salvation, in subordination thereto,
my soul was by a glorious and sweet power carried out to rest in
it, as worthy of God, and every way suitable and satisfying in my
case: "They that know his name, will put their trust in him."
Ps. ix. 10, cxix. 93.

All these discoveries were conveyed to me only by the Word.
It was not, indeed, by one particular testimony, or promise of the
Word, but by the concurring light of a great many of the promises
and testimonies of the Word seasonably set home, and most plainly
expressing the truths above-mentioned. The promises and truths
of the Word, in great abundance and variety, were brought to
remembrance, and the wonders contained in them were set before
mine eyes in the light of the Word.-John xiv. 26; Ps. cxix. 18.
"He sent his word, and healed me."-Ps. cvii. 20. This was the
rod of His strength, that made me willing (Ps. cx. 2, 3) j and it
was the plain word of salvation that I found to be the power of
God.-Rom. i. 16. I cannot positively say that the particular
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places'above-mentioned were the words whereby these discoveries
were conveyed to my soul; but by these, or such like passages,
and I believe by many even of those mentioned promises and
truths, were the discoveries above-named made to me.

But it was not the Word alone that conveyed the discovery;
for most of the passages whereby I was relieved I had formerly in
my distress read and thought upon, without finding any relief in
them. But now the Lord shined into my mind by them.-2 Cor.
iv. 6. Formerly I was only acquainted with the letter, which
profits not (John vi. 63); but now the Lord's words were" spirit
and life" (Ps. xxxvi. 9); and" in his light I saw light," God open
ing mine "eyes ,to see wonders out of his law."-Ps. cxix. 18.
There was light in them; a burning light by them shone into my
mind, to give me not merely some theoretical knowledge, but "the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus
Christ."-2 Cor. iv. 6.

lI)oBtal ']labour on the 'JLorb'B lDa~.

T HIS valuable leaflet, to which we direct very special attention,
is issued by the Sabbath Observance Society, 34 St. Andrew's

Square, Edinburgh. We have taken the liberty of changing the
word" Sunday" into Sabbath, or Lord's-Day, wherever the word
occurs :-

"If the friends of Sabbath Observance only knew the labour
which is occasioned to letter sorters and carriers by letters received
on Sabbath morning at the several post offices, they would pause
before they posted letters on Saturday evening.

The report issued from the General Post Office, London,
January, 1896, shows that 76,438 persons are employed in the
postal service, and 62,300 others in partial work. Of the above
numbers, 28,000 are women. Thus, 138,738 persons in all are
engaged in transacting the immense postal work of the nation.
Of these, more than 42,000 (many of whom are women) are
employed, for a longer or shorter time, on the Lord's Day.

We invite the reader's attention to a few words of suggestion,
fitted, we think, to relieve a class of deserving public servants,
greatly over-worked, and often deprived, wholly or in part, of their
heavenly birthright-the rest of one day in seven.

We want you to give up using the post on the Lord's Day. A
little forethought and consideration may be the means of lessen
ing the burdens of many a hard-worked son of toil, and of earning
for yourself an amount of gratitude none the !.ess substantial, that
no outward manifestation of it may happen to reach you.

We ask you to adopt the following simple rules :-
1. Do not post letters on Saturday afternoon or on Sabbath.
2. Arrange, if possible, that letters requiring answers shall not

reach their destination ·on Saturday, and thus hold out
. any inducement for replies to be sent by the Sabbath mails.
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No. 1 may be subject to this qualification, that letters may be
posted on Saturday morning for delivery the same day at places
not far off; but even here, if they require answers, you may put
yourself within the scope of the case regarded in Rule 2.

Consider whether these two suggestions are not easy of appli
cation. How many letters now posted on Saturday and Sabbath,
would equally accomplish their end, if retained in the possession
of their writers till Monday.

But,.it may be said-perhaps you yourself may have said it
, Where is the good of one, or even a few, doing what you suggest,
unless everybody join?' To this we reply, that we seek to stop
Sabbath posts by so reducing the business to be done, that the
'Government shall find that there are no letters to carry. London,
with nearly six millions of people, has no delivery of letters on
Sabbath, and yet no one complains. The classes brought most
into contact with the Post Office-the merchants and traders of
London-are silent, which assuredly they would not be, if they
had anything to complain about.

In England and Wales there are 893 post towns, 40 of which
have no house-to-house delivery of letters on the Lord's Day.
The 40 towns in this honourable position are :-Aldershot Camp,
Belvedere, Bexley Heath, Brize Norton, Charlton, Chathill,
Chingford, Crawley Down, Cray(ord, Crewe, Edmonton, Eltham,
Erith, Fence Houses, Ferry Hill, Gateshead, Hayes, Hexham,
Ivybridge, Kew, Kirby-Stephen, Lakenheath, Leyton, London,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Normanton, ""Picardy, Ponder's End, Purley,
Richmond, Six Mile Bottom, Southborough, South Woodford,
Spennymoor; Tetsworth, Tilbury, Tottenham, Walthamstow,
Wimbledon, ~oodford Green.

In Scotland there are 165 post towns, 145 ')f which have no
house-to-house delivery on the Lord's Day. The 20 towns in
which the Sabbath is desecrated by delivery of letters are:
Annan, Banff, Carluke, Coldstream, Drem, Fordoun, Haddington,
Huntly, Inverurie, Irvine, Kelso, Kirkcaldy, Langholm, Lerwick,
Lockerbie, Markinch, Maybole, Newburgh, Port-Ellen, Prestonkirk.

No one will surely pretend that these towns require a delivery
on the Lord's Day, when the large commercial centres of Edin
burgh and Leith, Glasgow, Dundee, Aberdeen, Greenock, Paisley,
etc., have no delivery on the Sabbath.

In Ireland there are 169 post towns, 11 of which have no house
to-house delivery on the Lord's Day. The 11 towns in this
honourable position are :-Antrim, Ballybrophy, Ballymoney,
Belfast, Clones, Curragh, Letterkenny, Londonderry, Newtonards;
Portadown, Randal$town.

Friends of the Sabbath should remember :-(1) That Sabbath
posts in rural districts can be abolished by the receivers of two
thirds of the letters addressing a memorial to the Postmaster
General to that effect. (2) In town districts the memorial must
be supported by the magistr·ates, and show the substantial
unanimity of the inhabitants.
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The Post Office servants deserve well at our hands. Let us do
all that lies in our power to abolish their Sabbath toil, and so
secure them a day of rest. The letter-carrier-no less than other
men-needs the Lord's Day for himself and his family. We are
'Our brother's keeper,' and should do to him as we would he
should do to us.

We leave the matter in your hands, hoping that the claims'of
God's Word, and kindness to your fellow-creatures, may induce
you to take this matter into your serious consideration. The
liberty of the sons of God is not disobedience to His commands,
but the realisation of delight in keeping tbem. ' If ye love me,
keep my commandments,' are the words of Christ, 'and, in keep
ing of them there is great reward.' They who are assured of their'
duty and privilege to appropriate the Lord's Day unreservedly to
Him, and do it, are not likely, when the few remaining Sabbaths
on earth are past, to feel' that they had spent too much time in
preparing for an abundantly administered entrance into the ever
lasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. Nor, when they behold
the King in His beauty, will they regret having proved their love
to Him by keeping His commandments. Christ declared that He
will confess before His Father those who confess H i.m before men.
And will not they who here most cordiaJly devo e the Lord's Day
to Him, enjoy His presence with the swee cs zest hereafter?
Those who desire to make the most and best of earthly Sabbaths
-these days when heaven kisses earth; these gardens of rest
along life's dusty road; these bright rifts through the clouded
nights of care; these golden threads in time s woof; these crystal
rounds in the ladder toward heaven-will find help by carefully
adhering to the command of Him who said, 'Remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days sbalt thou labour, and do
all thy work; but the seventh day is the abbath of the Lord thy
God, IN IT, THOU SHALT NOT DO ANY WORK, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is-within thy gates; for in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and
rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath
day, and hallowed it.'"

Ministerial Flattery.-It is a sign of spiritual decay when
an epidemic of fulsome flattery takes hold of the professed servants
of Christ. Some ministers may have great virtues, but when their
brethren consider it their duty in season and out of season to
flatter them to their face the practice becomes peculiarly nauseous.
Church courts are at times turned into mutual admiration coteries,
and church papers devote paragraphs and columns to the remark
able gifts and virtues of some esteemed brother. Such things are
not of the Spirit, but" of the flesh."
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LEIS AN URRAMACH MICHAEL BRUCE.

" Stiuir mo cheumanna a fllir t-fhocail; agus na biodh aig· euceart sam bith
uachdaranachd orm."-Sailm cxix. 133.

(Continued /1'om page 153.)

1. Mu thimchioll aon imeachd mhi-riaghailteach a tha mi
faotainn ann ar measg, feudaidh sibh a choimeas fhaotainn, I Righ.
xviii. 2 I, "Cia fhad a sheasas sibh eadar dha bharail? ma 'se 'n
Tighearn is Dia ann, leanaibh e." Thig naire agus an-aoibhinn
air a leithid sin do luchd fuath·aon latha. Theid sibh do'n eaglais,
agus eisdidh sibh ri ministeirean Bhaal; air la eile thig sibh a
dh'ionnsuidh taobh cnoic eigin, agus eisdidh sibh a leithid do
choinneamh searmonachaidh 'sa tha an so. An innis sibh dhomh,
a mhuinntir ionmhuinn, an saoil sibh sin na imeachd dheadh
riaghailteach ? C'ar son a sheasas sibh eadar da bharail? Ma
'se an 'Iighearn is Dia ann, leanaibh e: ma tha ughdarras diadh
aidh gu bhi air a leantuinn, leanaibh e. Ach ma tha sibh a'
saoilsinn gu'n dean ughdarras dhaoine an gnothach, co maith ri
sin, an sin leanaibh e; agus na bithibh 'n'ur luchd aidichidh
measgaichte truaillidh ann an cuisibh na diadhachd. Ach mur bi
sibh lunaichte dealachadh ri Baal, agus Dia a leanti.Iinn, bithidh
laithean na's duibhe 'n'ur measg na chunnaic sibh fathast. An

2. Mlr do dh'imeachd mhi-riaghailteach a tha 'n'ur measg, chi
sibh anns Mal. i. 6. Their iad Atha.ir, agus gairmidh iad Tighearna
dheth; ach gun a bhi tabhairt dha aon-chuid seirbhis no urram.
Nach 'eil mbran agaibh, na'n gabhadh Criosd aideachadh sgiamh
ach deth bhur lamhan, a bheireadh dha briathran sgiamhach na's
leoir? Ach air son imeachd rlaghailteach cha'n aithne dhuibh
sin. Na'n gabhadh e aideachadh sgiamhach agus cleachdadh
salach, bheireadh sibh sin da: ghairmeadh sibh Athair dheth, ach
cha d'thugadh sibh onoir dha; bhur Dia dheth, ach cha d'thugadh
sibh seirbhis dha. 'Iha mar So bhur giulan na imeachd mhi
riaghailteach, gun a bhi cosmhail ri bhur n-aideachadh.

3. Mir do dh'imeachd mhi-riaghailteach a dh'fheudar fhaicinn
ann bhur measg, tha e agaibh anns Isa. xliii. 24. "Cha do
cheannaich thu dhomh-sa le airgiod a chuile chubhraidh, ni mo a
lion thu mi le saill t'iobairtean; ach sharuich thu mi le do lochdan :
sgithich thu mi le d' eucairtean." Nach 'eil lionmhorachd agaibh
ann an sgheachd Challadair an Iar, a tha tabhairt a bhan 0 Dhia
dara leth a dhlighe, dara lethaoraidh, agus leth a mholaidh, agus
a tha 'ga chaitheamh oirbh fein. Cha'n 'eil sibh a' tabhairt
moladh no aodhradh ceart dha, ach tha sibh 'ga sharachadh le'r
peacanna, agus 'ga sgitheachadh le'r grainealachdan. An



23° The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

4. Mir do dh'imeachd mhi-riaghailteach a tha ann bhur measg,
tha e ,agaibh anns Salm lxxviii. 37. "Oir cha robh an cridhe
ceart maille ris, agus cha rabh iad d\leas 'na choimhcheangal."
Feudaidh bhur cridheachan, a mhuinntir ionmhuinn, a bhi air an
aithneachadh le'r cleachdadh agus 'ur comh-Iabhairt. Agus mar
air son bhur seasmhalachd anns a choimhcheangal, rinn sibh
aithnichte gu'n do tharruing sibh e a mach agus a steach. Aig
gach aon teanntachd agus buaireadh ris na chomhlaich sibh, chuir
sibh mlneachadh air a choimhcheangal, eadhon ann bhur smuainte
diomhain, ciod air bith a b'fhearr a fhreagradh 'ur buannachd o'n
lcth a muigh. 'Se'n

5. Mlr do dh'imeachd mhi-riaghailteach ann bhur measg, gu'm
bheil sibh ni's curamaiche air .son bhur maoin, bathar, spreidh,
&c. Tha· sibh Ul.ll do churam air son maran do nithe, ach an
earrainn is fearr, agus an t-aon ni feu mail, is beag a tha ea' cuir
do churam oirbh. Tha Criosd, 'aobhar, agus a chrann-ceus, air a
mheas mar air bheag luach ann bhur measg. An

6. Mlr do dh'imeachd mhi-riaghailteach, agus do chleachdadh
fuasgailt a tha ann bhur measg, is e, sibh a bhi deanamh ceannar
dan a chum pilltinn air ais do'n Eiphit. Is truagh dhuinne, deir
sibh-se, gu'n rabh gnothach cho mar againn ri aobhar Dhia.
Pilleamaid a ris do'n Eiphit; agus deanamaid dhuinn fein luchd
eadar-mheadhon a ni Slth eadar sinn agus luchd gamhlais, agus
thugamaid geill, agus bitheamaid maille riu mar a bha sinn 0

chian-fhada. Ach leigibh dhomh-sa innseadh dhuibh, a dhaoine,
ge do ghabhadh sibh camhnuidh anns an Eiphit re fad 'ur laithean,
mur d'theid sibh trid mllir ruadh trioblaidean agus amhghairean,
Canaan cha'n fhaic sibh gu siorruidh. 0 chuideachd, an caill
sibh Canaan, air son sibh a dhol troimh an fhasach, anns am
bheil trioblaidean? An caill sibh neamh agus sonas siorruidh, air
son sibh a ghiulan beagan do'n chranncbeus? Nach cuir sibh
sios na h-uile aig casan Chriosd ? An caill sibh a leithid do luach
urramach air son nithe giln fheum? An caith sibh bhur n-airgiod
air son sin nach aran, agus bhur saothar air son sin nach sasaich? An

7. Mir do dh'imeachd mhi-riaghailteach a ta 'n'ur measg, is e a
bhi deanamh deireadh, no fuigheal do dh'fhirinn Dhia ann bhur
n-imeachd. Tha maran agaibh ann bhur giulan 's 'n'ur cleachdadh
a' gabhail cuid agus a' fagail cuid eile do dh'aithntibh Dhe, mar is
aillleibh fein. Gabhaidh sibh a h-aon, agus fagaidh sibh a dha;
no gabhaidh sibh a h-aon, agus fagaidh sibh aon eile; agus
gabhaidh sibh an aon is ro-fhusa, agus fagaidh sibh iadsan is ra
dhoilbhe agus chunnartaiche. Feumaidh iad so 0 bhi air am
·fagail gus am fas na laithean na's fearr. Ach c'ar son tha sibh fo
eagal co mar air son sin a tha cruaidh agus cunnartach? Mar is
doilbhe an obair a dh'ionnsuidh an do chuir Dia sibh, 'sann as mo
a bhitheas 'ur n-uidheam. Mar a's cruaidhe bhios an obhair,
'sann is fearr a chobhras bhur Maighstir sibh troimhe. 0 ma ta,
nach bi imeachd riaghailteach na churam agus na smuaineachadh
dhuibh. Tha'n
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8. Mlr do dh'imeachd mhi-riaghailteach air a dheanamh suas
deth fhrithealadh air a nuadh-chuinneadh, no a' gabhail leisgeil
cuisean mhi-Iaghail. Tha daoine agus mnathan air an togail
anns na laithibh so, ri bhi cleachdadh an comasan ann an gabhail
Jeisgeil gniomhara mhilaghail. Bheir iad argumaidean na's leoir
bho dhoilbheachd 'eigin, gu'n leisgeil fein a ghabhail air son an
dearmad air dleasdanas. Cha tabhair iad aon argumaid a chum
am misneachadh fein ann an dleasdanas; ach an uair a chuireas
iad athaobh e, gabhaidh iad fichead argumaid gu'n leisgeil £ein a
ghabhail ann a sheachnadh, 'nuair nach bi a h-aon aca air son a
dheanamh. Dime sin tha mi ag aithneadh dhuibh, mar a bhitheas
sibh freagaireach do bhur Tighearn agus bhur Maighstir mar, gu'n
d'theid sibh mu thimchioll bhur dleasdanais air na h-uile chunn
artaibh, agus na gabhaibh bhur leisgeil fein air son a sheachnadh.
An

9. Mlr do ghiulan mhi-riaghailteach, is aon e a tha na Dhia
aicheadh. Tha moran agaibh a tha 'g imeachd mar nach biodh
Dia anns na neamha, agus mar nach biodh agaibh anama neo
bhasmhor gu bhi air an tearnadh, no air an damnadh, agus mar
nach bitheadh ann aon-chuid neamh no ifrinn. An innis sibh
dhomh, a dhaoine, am bheil smuain sam bith agaibh air neamh
no air jfrinn, no mu'n Dia bheb, a pheanasaicheas sibh gu
soirruidh, mur tabhair sibh umhlachd dha. An dana leibh a bhi
beo mar na h-ainmhidhean? Am b'u dana leibh a dhol gu'r
leapaichibh, agus a theachd asda mar na h-ainmhidhean? Na'm
biodh sibh a'creidsinn ann an :Dia, cha bu dana leibh a bhi
briseadh aitheanta, no ann an gabhail a h-aon, agus fagail a dha,
do reir bhur toil fein. An innis thu dhomh, a dhuine, no 'bhean,
am bheil creideamh agad gu'm bheil agad anam gu bhi air a
thearnadh? Cha'n 'eil focal idir mu thimchioll so; ach tha bhur
curam uile mu thimchioll ullachadh air son bhur tighean agus 'ur
teaghlaichibh. Tha so a' tabhairt air moran agaibh a dhol do'n
eaglais thar solus agus broinn bhQr coguisibh fein. 'Nuair a theid
sinn uile uidh no astar na comhchoslas, 'sann uile air son na crlche
agus na run so. Ach ciod e na'm faigheadh sibh bas ann an leth
bhliadhn', no na's lugha? Nach 'eil do dhanadas agad do bhean
agus do chlann a chuir air lamhan Dhia, a chum's gu'm bi esan
na fhear-pbsda agus na athair dh.oibh? Sibhse a bhris aithnte
Dhe, agus a bhris air a lagh air an son, a chum's gu'm fanadh
sibh maille riu, rinn sibh na b'urrainn sibh a chum fhabhar-san a
thabhairt air falbh uatha, tha 'g ullachadh mar-aon air an son-sa
agus air bhur son fein. 'Nuair a' dh'fheudas an duine a tha
fantuinn dlleas ann an aobhar Dhia a' smuaineachadh, ge do
bheireadh Dia mise air falbh air an oidhche so fein, tha agam
muinighinn a churn mo bhean agus mo chlann, agus na h-uile
fbagail ann an lamhan Dhe. Ach sibhse a reic aobhar Dhia, agus
anarn 'us coguis, a chum aran a cheannach dhoibh, cionnas a
shaoileas sibh a bhitheas ullachadh air a dheanarnh air son na
dream so? no cia mar a bhitheas do choguis agaibh am fagail air
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curam Dhia, gu ullachadh a dheanamh air an son? Gu dearbh,
esan a dh'fhag beannachd Dhe aea, le a bhi dHeas do'n aobhar,
feudaidh esan dui! a bhi aige gu'n gabh Dia curam diubh. Tha
eagal orm gu'm bheil mbran do a leithid sin do luchd imeachd
bruideil ann bhur measg. Tha eagal orm gu'm bheil maran ann
bhur measg do nach b'aithne riamh ciod bu chiall do dhiadhachd.
Ach bha sibh diadhaidh na's lebir, na'n robh agaibh barr cho
maith ri'r coimhearsnaich, agus uiread do spreidh; oir cha'n fhaca
sibh riamh na's ma do mhaith ann an diadhachd na anns an ni
sin is mo a thug do bhuannachd leis. Cha d'fhoghlum sibh riamh
an diadhachd sin a thug air muinntir a bheag sa'm bith fhagail.

'Nis chuirinn da cheist ribh a tha mar so 'n'ur leithid sin do
luchd imeachd neo-ghlan bhruideil. 'Se

(1.) Aon, Car son a bha 'sibh air bhm cruthachadh, agus air
bhur tabhairt a dh'ionnsuidh an t-saoghail? Am b'ann gu bhi ad'
sheirbhiseach agus ad' thraill do'n t-saoghal? Mo thruaighe, a
sheirbhisich bhochd agus a thraill, dhuit fein, An robh thu air
do thabhairt a chum an t-saoghail gu bhi bea dhuit fein, agus gun
chrioch air bith eile ach gu Hom a chaitheamh, agus gu fearg
Dhia a thabhairt ort fein, agus a chum feirge a charnadh suas air
chionn la na feirge? Dime sin, a mhuinntir ionmhuinn, mar a
b'aill leibh crioch bhur cruthachaidh a fhreagairt, foghlumaibh
caithe-beatha freagarrach ri focal Dhe.

(2.) 'Se a ch'eist eile a b'aill leam fhearach dhibh, sibhse a
luchd imeachd bhruideil, Ciod a bheir sibh a chum na h-uaighe
maille ribh? Tha agaibh spreidh, maoin, ~llS bathar; ach an
d'thoir sibh na nithe so chum na h-uaighe maille ribh? B'aill
leam daoine agus mnathan a bhi 'g imeachd a' a leithid do dhoigh
's gu'm bi ac ni-eigin gu thabhairt a chum a -uaighe maille riu.
Sibhse aig am bheil a mhain 'ur cuibhri n a n am maoin an
t-saoghail so, cha'n urrainn sibh an tabhai. a dh'ionnsuidh na
h-uaighe maille ribh. Gu dearbh, tha agaibb ni-eigin a dhluth
leanas ribh, agus 'se sin mallachd Dhia.. Tbeid so a dh'ionnsuidh
a bhais 3gUS na h-uaighe maiUe ribh, mur dean sibh aithreachas
ann an uin ghearr. Ach am fear imeacbd 'agbail each, ge do
chailleadh e a mhaoin-shaoghalt' uile, 'seadb, ag 5 a bbealha mar
an ceudna, tha aige do ghnath na cuig nithe so gu thabhairt do'n
uaigh maille ris, nach 'eil aig neach air bith eile ach aig fear
imeachd dheadh-riaghailteach.

1. Ma's fear imeachd riaghailteach thu tha agad fabhar Dhia
gu thabhairt a chum na h-uaighe leat. 0 ro-mhai h ~ 'Nuair a
thig sinn fa chomhar caithir-bhreitheanais Dbe ai bnichidh e sinn,
do thaobh na bha eadar esan agus sinne ann an laithibh ar
n-imeachd gu riaghailteach. Ach, 0 mo tbruaigbe! Their 'ur
Maighstir ri moran, cha b'aithne dhomb riamh sibb, do bhrigh
bhur n-imeachd mhi-riaghailteach. Agus

2. Ma tha sibh 'n'ur luchd imeachd riaghailteach, tha agaibh
teisteas deadh-choguis gu thabhairt a chum na b-uaighe maille
ribh. Ach sibhse aig am bheil imeachd mhi-riaghailteach, tha
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agaibhse a chnuimh nach basaich gu siorruidh, gu thabhairt a
chum na h-uaighe maille ribh. a mhuinntir ionmhuinn, tha e na
shealladh dubhach, gruaimeach, a bhi faicinn neach a' dol gu bas
le droch coguis. a ma ta, a dhaoine, agus a mhnathan, bhur
n-uile dhearmad air dleasdanais teaghlaich, aodhradh follaiseach
no diomhar, agus bhur n-aomadh peacach, beucaidh iad fathast
ann bhur c1uasaibh; agus bhur buntainn gu cealgach. ri Dia,
sathaidh e fathasd sibh gus a chridhe. Cuiridh sgreadail coguis
air a dusgadh sibh air chuthach gu saoghal na'n saoghail. 'Se so
cuibhrinn fear imeachd mhi-riaghailteach; ach tha deadh-choguis
aig an fhear imeachd riaghailteach gu thabhairt a chum na h-uaighe
leis, agus bithidh sin na chuilm do ghnath dha. An

3. Ni, ma tha sibh na'r luchd imeachd gu riaghailteach, a tha
agaibh gu a thabhairt a dh'ionnsuidh na h-uaigbe maille ribh, is e
ceangal Dhe air son beatha bbith-bhuan; "'Se so m'uile shlainte,
rinn e riumsa cumhnant siorruidh." Tha agaibh gealladb Dhia,
a ni is e a bhann no an ceangal air son beatha shiorruidh, na
luidhe ann bhur coir. An

4. Ni, a tha agaibhse, a luchd imeachd riaghailteach, gu a thoirt
a chum na h-uaighe maille ribh, is e stoc do ghrasaibh Dhe, a
sgaoileas ann an ilin ghearr ann an gloir shiorruidh. Agus nach
'eil so taitneach? . air, a tha gras na dheadh chuideachd gu
thabhairt leibh do'n uaigh, smuainichibhse air mar is ail! leibh.

Fa-dheoidh, sibhse a tha In'ur luchd imeachd riaghailteach, tha
agaibh ceanglachan do thoradh caitheamhbeatha onoireach, agus
an cosd uile ris an coinnich sibh a' dol troimh thigh bhur cuairt.
Ro·mhaith, ma ta; nach saoil sibhse nach fheud an Criosduidh
aig am bheil na cuig nithe so a dhol gu suilbhir troimh na bhas a
dh'ionnsuidh na siorruidheachd? Ach cha'n fhan mi air a so.
Se'n ni a b'aill leam a radh ribh so, bithidh na's leoir agaibh r'a
dheanamh hhur casan fhaotainn air an cumail direach 'san t-slighe.
C'ar son so, a Chriosduidh? Do thaobh a Chriosduidh, tha
fhios agaibh, air son a dhoilbheachdan gu leir, gu'm bbeil aige do
ghnath lagh ann a bhallaibh a' cogadh ann an aghaidh lagh
inntinn. Agus tha'n dithis so a' cogadh ann an aghaidh a cheile.
Air an aobhar sin, feumaidh an Criosduidh a dheanamh na
chleachdadh dha fein, taobh a chumail ri lagh inntinn, ri gras,
agus ri Criosd agus aobhar, oir'se so is fearr dhuibh a dheanamh,
ma tha sibh a' rilnachadh gu'n dean sibh gu maith: feumaidh
sibh taobh a chumail ris a phairtidh onoireach air na h-uile cun
nart. An innis sibh dhomh, a mhaighstirean, nach e cuid de
bhur cainnt, An cuir sinne, air son beagan do'r cuid-se searmon
achaidh air la seachdain no Sabaid, ann an cunnart call na h-uile
ni a tha againn? Am feum a leithid so 'sa leithid sud do dhuine,
aig am bheil na h-uiread do mhaoin, na h-uile a chall air son
diadhachd? Chosd e mor. obair agus deadh riaghladh dhuinne,
agus do'r n-aithrichibh, mu'n d'fhuair sinn an t-airgiod, am maoin,
am bathar, no am mir fearann so air a cheannach; agus am b'aill
leibh gu'n dealaicheadh sinn ris na h-uile air son diadhachd?
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Thugaibh an aire, a mhaighstirean, ciod a deiream. Cha'n 'eil mi
a' ceadachadh do neach sam bith dealachadh ri mhaoin, no ri
fhearann, mur bi e air a ghairm d'a ionnsuidh; ach mur dealaich
iad ris an uair a tha e air a chuir ann an co-dheuchainn ri diadh
achd, agus aobhar Chriosd, ann an sin dearbhaidh e bhi na
mhallachd Dhia dhoibh. Le'n gleidheadh, caillidh sibh iad; oir
tha mi tabhairt bhur dubhlan ar ceumanna a bhi air an stiuradh
reir focail De, mur feum sibh aon chuid bhur maoin a chall, no
an nl. sin is fearr. Ach cuimhnichibhse gu'n dubhairt mise e ann
an ainm mo mhaighstir, gu'm bi an luchd-imeachd gu riaghailteach
le'n can na'n luchd buannachd; oir cumaidh na tr! nithe so air
bhur cosaibh sibh.

( Ri leantuiml.)

~roteatant motes.
The Irish Gaelic League. - The Ell ulish Churchman's

Irish correspondent thus refers to a recen ga . 0 of this
League, whose ostensible purpose is the cuI Ova "OD of the Irish
language :--" Whatever else the Gaelic League movement is doing
for Ireland one thing is certain, and that is tha ":"- making more
and more difficult the proper observance of e 1,0 's Day. On
Sunday last the beautiful neighbourhood of - near Bray,
was made the scene of a perfect pandemonium oy - e holding of
a Gaelic Feis, in which drunkenness, riotin foul language
were the accompaniments. A wen-known e., who hap-
pened to be in the vicinity, described the sce es e "nessed as
~ frightful.' The Gaelic League, we are told, is '0 be one of the
factors in the future regeneration of Ireland. Poor Ireland!
Victim of many fads and follies."

New History of the Papacy.-Among the ear y books to
come from Mr. Murray, says the Times, win be wo ,olumes of
"The History of the Papacy in the Nineteenth Cen ." by Dr.
Fredrik Nielsen, Bishop of Aalborg, and formerly Pro'essor of
Ecclesiastical History in the University of Coperrna.,aen, slated
under the direction of Dr. A. J. Mason, Mas er 0' Pembroke
College, Cambridge. The two volumes deal with . e external
fortunes of the Roman Church down to the dea 0 Pius IX.
The first volume of Dr. Nielsen's supplemen ary on the
internal history of ~he Church-"Det Indre u,"- peared in
1881, and brings the record down to the year I 3. It is the
author's intention, as soon as the third volume of e resent work
is finished, to proceed at once with the next portion of the " Indre
Liv." The whole win form a complete history 0 e Roman
Church during the last century. Dr. Mason began e present
translation about ten years ago, but other duties prevented him
from making satisfactory progress with it, and the work has
accordingly been completed, under his supervision, by various
hands.'
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"Silver and Gold have I None."-One is reminded of
these words of Peter, whose successors the Popes claim to be, in
reading a letter of Mr. Le Lievre on the wealth of the Popes. The
following extract from the letter will show how great is-the gulf
even in this matter that separates Pius X. from the Apostle Peter:
- The Roman Catholic Bishop Mehler, of Ratisbon, has lately
published a book on "Peter's Pence." The Pope's income from
this source is now about £310,000. In the days of fervent faith
it averaged r 2,000,000 lire. The expenses of the Vatican Palace
are as follows :-For the Pontiff's private use, 500,000 lire; for
the Cardinals, 700,000 lire; for poor Bishops, 460,000 lire; for
the Prefects of the Apostolic Palaces, 1,800,000 lire; for the office
of Secretary of State, 1,000,000 lire; salaries of officials, 1,500,000

lire; for schools and Papal charities, 1,200,000 lire; total,
7, r60,000 lire. The half-starved peasants of Ireland, Spain, Italy,
etc., who contribute to Pius's Pence, are not aware of the magni
ficent style of living prevailing at the Vatican. Ireland is said to
be poor, yet Rome takes even the savings of its Roman Catholic
children. The annual collection for Pius X. recently made in the
Dublin churches, realised £1,500. The Tablet of August 14 said
that a large American pilgrimage presented to the Pope "a hand
some offering of Peter's Pence." The" prisoner" is reported to
have spoken very touchingly of "his great affection for the
Catholics of the United States." Of course! Anyone else could
do so on the same terms.

Church of England Monks.-The Island of Caldey, in the
Bristol Channel, has just been purchased by the Church of
England Benedictine Monks, now residing at Painsthorpe Abbey,
on the estate of Lord Halifax, near York. The monastery will
be removed to the island in the middle of October next. Caldey
Island is nearly two miles long, and lies about two and a half
miles off Tenby, and was in the hands of monks from the middle
of the fifth century.-Protestant Woman.

Disorders in the Church of England.~No less than
three Church Discipline Bills, dealing with Ritualistic practices and
ornaments have been drafted. The first is brought in by Sir
Brynmor Jones, the second by Mr. Austin Taylor, and the
Ecclesiastical Disorders Bill by Sir Geo. Kekewich. Concerning
this last, Mr. WaIter Walsh says :-" It seems to me the wisest and
most drastic Bill dealing with Ritualistic practices and ornaments I
have yet met with. It does not deal with doctrine. I have not
the slightest doubt that if it were to become law, Ritualistic orna
ments and practices would be swept out of all our parish churches
within two years." May we suggest that our members should
urge their husbands, brothers, and other vote-holders to write to
their Parliamentary representatives, begging them to support this
measure ?-Protestant Women.
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A Roman Catholic Bishop on the Scottish Refor
mation.-Dr. Chisholm, the Roman Catholic Bishop, preaching
recently at the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the opening
of St. Patrick's Church, Edinburgh, said" that they had reason to
.be thankful and grateful to the providence of God for deigning to
make good some of the ravages brought about in this country by
the blight of the so-called Reformation period." To this it may
be answered that even from a worldly standpoint Scotland has
cause for the deepest gratitude for the Reformation, and that
from a spiritual point of view it was the instrument used for the
overthrow of one of the most cruel spiritual despotisms that ever
held the mind of man in slavery.

Progress of the Church of Rome in Scotland.-In the
same sermon the Bishop said :-" Fifty years ago Ca bolic Ireland
had got a firm footing in this country. In these short years that
footing had become a possession. Fifty years ago there were four
convents of religious women. There was no house of "ha are
called religious men. There were 145 secular priests min's ering
in II4 churches and chapels. To-day there were 34 com-ents of
religious women and 12 establishments of religious en, num
bering close upon 100 individuals, and 43 I secular priests minis
tering in 366 churches and chapels. When he (the p eacher)
was little more than a boy, some fifty years ago, there was one
national college, as now, at Blair's, the number of boys a .e ding
then being a little .over 4o.:Last year the session ope eO with
over 100 students, and there was besides the diocesan coll~e of
St. Peter's in Glasgow, with over 30 students-all too few o~ he
ever-increasing and ever-growing population." Too many we
would say, for the real spiritual good o( the country! I is -ime
for Protestants to awake. /

"The Parochial School a Curse to the Church."
This is a book written by the Rev. Jeremiah J. Crowley, a Roman
Catholic priest in the archdiocese of Chicago, and is issued by he
Imperial Protestant Federation for the sum of five shillings and
sixpence. It is a timely exposure of priestly education carried on
in Roman Catholic schools. He sees only one cure, and tha is
the transference of power from the priests to the laity.

1Rotes anb <tomments.
The Pilgrim Fathers.-There was celebrated on Augu t I,

at Plymouth, Massachussetts, the 300th anniversary of the founda
tion of the church at Scrooby, in Yorkshire, the original home
of the Pilgrim Fathers. In the little American Church, where
the anniversary was observed, is a bronze tablet proclaiming that
the Church of Scrooby, Leyden, and the" Mayflower," gathered
on this hillside in 1620, and has ever since maintained an unbroken
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record and fidelity to its first covenant. Close at hand is a wooden
building, bearing the title, "Church of the Pilgrims (Trinitarian),"
asserting its fidelity, with great sacrifices to the creed, covenant,
and evangelical faith of the Church of Scrooby, Leyden, and the
" Mayfiower," organized in England in 1 606.

Strange Proceedings in High Places.-The British
Weekly publishes the substanc~ of an interview with the Rev.
T. Hunter Boyd of New Brunswick, under the heading of "A
Canadian Minister's Recollections of Henry Drummond." We
cull the following paragraph from the above :-" Mr. Boyd spoke
of Drummond's keen sense of humour. He was at his best when
out with his students for a holiday. It was his custom to learn
every year two or three of the latest music hall songs. 'I never
heard him sing so well as once in a railway carriage when we had
been visiting the Beith Quarries and were returning by train.
He joined like a boy in the song, "Carry me back to old Ten
nessee.") At a college meeting he once gravely announced,
'Gentlemen, we will open the proceedings by singing" Mary had
a little lamb." As if this was not sufficiently damaging to the
rep'utation of a teacher of future candidates for the holy ministry, a
correspondent throws further light on the late Professor's lack of
gravity, more evidently by way of commendation than condem
nation :-" At the annual' spree' of the Glasgow University Free
Church Undergraduates Society held during the winter session,
Drummond was present. It was a very lively gathering-almost
rowdy in its liveliness. But Drummond appeared to enter fully
into the high spirits of the night. One man entertained the
meeting by singing 'The Cat Came Back,' a pantomime melody
very popular at that time. The song was received with thunders'
of applause, -and I remember how enthusilstically Drummond
laughed and clapped his hands.:' This throws a somewhat lurid
light on teacher and students-a theological professor and students
of divinity. How could Prof. Drummond carry out the Apostolic
admonition, "Young men likewise exhort to be sober-minc;led ~"

Things said in l8e6-Would they be said now?-·At
the annual congregational meeting of the Free College Church,
Glasgow, in the spring of 1896, Dr. Rainy thus referred to the Free
Presbyterian Church :-" He felt that God had been very good to
the Free Church in many ways. There was one movement in
connection with their Church which created a certain amount
of tension. He meant the secession movement. He was very
far indeed from having any unkind feeling to those who had
committed themselves to that movement. He regretted that for
their own sake.. He respected the personal character of many
of those who took part in that movement. At the same time
there was no doubt at all that the effect of the movement was to
disembarass a number of the Free' Church congregations of
impracticable elements-those elements which from conscientious
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. conviction led men to set themselves against everything like the
active and vigorous developments of Christian life in modern
times. He must say that one effect in the Highlands was that
they were all to a large extent in the Free Church pulling together,
and not disposed to create difficulties for one another or to throw
stumbling-blocks in one another's way." That was in 1896: since
then Principal Rainy has gone the length of saying that" there must
be something wrong somewhere," which is a remarkable confession
coming from him. The ecclesiastical wreck and dismembered
fragments of what was once the Free Church of Scotland "ith the
burning animosities is the story that I 906 has to tell of ho" well
they were pulling together in the Highlands" after they got rid"
of the impracticable elements.

(tburcb 1Rotes.
Commuuions.-Gairloch, 2nd Sabbath of month; FaH,

Sutherlandshire, on 3rd; Wick, on 4th; Oban, on 1st abba h
of November.

Correspondence between Rev. W. Mackinnon and
Rev. D. Beaton.-Since our last issue, the reRI)' of Rev. D.
Beaton, Moderator of F.P. Synod, to Rev. W. Mackinnon, F ee
Church, Gairloch, has appeared in the Northern Chronidt of
August 29th. The subject of controversy was explained in la-
Magazine. In this second letter, Mr. Beaton discusses more fully
the Free Church's handling of the case of Professor Alexander,
the author of the book "Demonic Possession," to which much
reference has been made already in these pages. Mr. Beaton
shows in a very convincing manner that the Free Church proved
itself disloyal .to Holy S<;ripture in the way it dealt with Professor
Alexander and his book. Among other things, he says :-" The
book was published in February, 1902, and in April of that year,
the Free Church Monthly has a short notice of it, but without a
word of condemnation. . . . Furthermore we are informed on the
very best authority that an author, well-known as a writer against
the higher critics, wrote a letter to the editor of the Free Church
Monthly, but it never saw the light." This took place shortly
before Dr. Alexander was appointed as a teacher in the Free
Church. Again, Mr. Beaton states: "If Mr. Mackinnon consults
the Acts of the Church of Scotland, he will find one to this effect:
-' The Assembly' ordains that Presbyteries and Synods, in
admitting persons to the ministry be accurate in their trials,
according to the order prescribed in this Church . . . . that they
lay hands suddenly on no man, nor be partaker of other men's
sins." I think Mr. Mackinnon will admit that those who admitted

- Dr. Alexander would have done well to read this Act of 1652.
Another statement of mine denied by Mr. Mackinnon is that" the
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withdrawal of a book from circulation and withdrawal from errone
ous opinions are not quite the same." What about the withdrawal
of Dr. Dods' St. Giles sermon? Did the Constitutional party
regard this as a withdrawal of his erroneous opinions? "

All we shall add to this is that, while Professor Alexander
declared his belief in December last in the infallibility of the
Scriptures, he made no distinct or explicit disavowal of his former
erroneous opinions, which w-as the particularly essential thing in
any confession such as he made. It is necessary in order to be a
Free Churchman of the right stamp, to disown error as well as
profess truth. Anything short of this will not do; and this is
what neither the Free Church nor Professor Alexander has done
in the present important case touching the fundamental doctrine
of Holy Scripture.

The Theological Classes.-The classes will open (D.V.) on
Tuesday, 2S'th October, at Wick, under the tuition of the Rev.
D. Beaton. The subjects dealt with will be Church History and
New Testament Greek. The prayers of the Lord's people are
solicited, both for tutor and students. Theological study without
the unction of the Holy Spirit is, after all, poor equipment for the
work of the ministry.

The late Angus Macnaughton, Fort-William.-We
regret to record the death of this godly man, which took place '
on Sabbath, the 19th August. He was one who passed through
many spiritual trials during his wilderness journey, but he had a
comfortable death-bed, and his surviving friends feel assured that
he has entered upon his everlasting rest. Much sympathy is felt
for his widow in her great bereavement, and also for the adherents
of our Church at Fort-William, who have sustained a great loss.
We hope to have a fuller notice in some future issue.

Return of Canadian Deputy.-We have much pleasure in
stating that the Rev. Ewen Macqueen has safely returned to the
home country after spending a couple of months in our mission
field in Canada. Mr. Macqueen enjoyed his work very much,
notwithstanding the arduous character of his labours and the
somewhat changeable state of his health. He feels greatly at
tached to the friends in Canada. He was accompanied by
Mr. Samuel Fraser, Glasgow, who has also returned in safety and
comfort to his friends. We shall look forward with much interest
to Mr. Macqueen's report at the meeting of Synod in Glasgow on
the Tuesday after the 2nd Sabbath of November.

Obituary Notice.-On 30th April last, St. Jude's Congre
gation, Glasgow, lost one of its office-bearers in the person of
Donald MacKenzie. He was born about sixty years ago, in
Applecross, of God-fearing parents, his father being John
MacKenzie, a master mariner well known for his piety. When
only tw..o years old, the subject of this notice ha~ the misfortune
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to lose his father by death, his mother also dYlOg seven years later.
Thus, left an orphan at nine years of age, he and an only sister
were taken into the charge of his uncle, the late Duncan
MacKenzie, Dunvegan, Skye, with whom he passed several years.

After serving his apprenticeship as a joiner in Inverness, he
migrated to Glasgow about 187 I. Here he attended the minis
trations of the late Rev. Evan Gordon in Duke Street Free-Gaelic
Church, when he was ordained a Deacon. During the Declaratory
Act controversy, he was a close observer of all that passed, and in
1893 was among the first who left the Free Church in Glasgow.
He was mainly instrumental in securing the use, first, of the
Blythswood Halls, and latterly of St. Jude's Church, for the
Congregation, and took an intense interest in its welfare,
attending most conscientiously to the duties of his office until
prevented by failing health. .

In August last, he had to go under medical treatment for an
internal malady, and although every skill available was brought to
bear on his case, he gradually grew worse, and during the last
three months was completely confined to bed. For a long time
his suffering was intense, but was very patiently borne. Some
months before his death, he was in great darkness through
unbelief; but, before the end came, it pleased God to give him
the victory, and his end was peace. M.
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