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I T will be gratifying to many lovers of truth to observe that the
House of Commons, in its deliberations upon the English

Education Bill, has rejected the proposal of purely secular educa
tion. It is, indeed, the opinion of not a few at the present day,
that the State should make no provision for the religious instruction
of the young, but the great majority of the people of this nation
have still a different mind. Those who hold the secular view
consist mainly of two classes-first, men who are animated by the
spirit of infidelity, and have no desire to advance religion in any
form, and secondly, such as maintain that it is the Church and
parent alone who ought to look after the religious education of the
young, and that this work does not belong to the province of the
State. It is not necessary to spend time, at present, in answering
the former class, for theirs is a controversy against the whole field
of revealed religion; but it seemS essential to say something to
counteract the more subtle arguments of the latter, some of whom
are leaders in the so-called progressive Churches of the day.
These are, in fact, the thorough-going kind of Voluntaries who
also desire all connection between Church and State to be
dissolved, and who err not, as they suppose, in an excess of
spirituality of mind, but in an excess of unbelief.

By way of answer to the arguments of these persons, it may be
pointed out, first, that they, as well as all others, hold that the
State should provide for the education of the young. Now, if it is
the duty of the State to provide for education, we do not see how
it is not the duty of the State to provide for moral and religious as
well as what is termed purely secular education. Is it the duty of
the State to forget God and ignore His authority and claims?
The very heathen have had a nobler conception of the State than
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this. Is it not rather the duty of the State in a professedly
Christian country-a country whose civil constitution is based
upon the recognition of Christianity-to promote in its own sphere
the kingdom of God and His Christ among all its subjects? One
prime means for the accomplishment of this great work is the
instruction ofthe young in the facts and principles and laws of the
Christian religion.

A second thing to be remembered is that education in its com
pletest or highest form comprises not merely intellectual train
ing, but moral and religious training also. Even Plato, the ancient
heathen philosopher, declares :-" It is reasonable that a States
man should always begin with the education of young people, to
render them as virtuous as may be, as a good gardener bestows
his first labour and care on the young plants." The child is a
moral and religious as well as an intellectual being, and if he is to
grow up to be a good citizen in a Christian country, he must be
instructed in the commandments of God and His Son Tesus
Christ, and these direct us how to think and act in all the relations
of life.

Let it be observed thirdly, that purely secular education is god
less education. Such a thing ought not to be. ~in has already
deprived men of the spiritual presence of God. Through the Fall
man is, by nature, "without God," in the deepest and most
important sense, and it is dreadful work for those who profess to
be the guides of others to be engaged in no hing else than in
keeping God as far as possible out of the though s and ways of
their fellows. The Bible is the grand ideal boo for the enlighten
ment of mankind, and it is full of God and religion from beginning
to end. Educational literature of the best stamp will be imbued
with its spirit and teaching. Purely secular education in the strict
sense of the word should be unknown in our country.

The Voluntaries maintain, as we have already indicated, that it
is the Church alone, or the Church and the parent, who ought to
look after the religious instruction of the young. \Ve freely
acknowledge that these have the first and immediate responsibility
in the matter, but it does not follow from this admission that the
State has nothing to do with it, and has not a work to do in order
to produce intelligent and worthy citizens. All parties are needed
in this great task, and each has its own part to perform. God
makes use of them all. Let it be observed, however, that the
State is but an extension of the family-it is a voluntary associa
tion of families under rulers and magistrates, according to an
ordinance of God, with a view to the management of their mutual
interests in all the concerns of life. The individual parent has
.also his own particular calling to attend to, and in the matter of
education he commits his child to others specially equipped and
qualified in order to instruct and train it, so that it may
become a capable and virtuous member of the community. The
State, therefore, in its superintendence of the young, is just an
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embodiment of the parent. Daily instruction in religious know
ledge impresses the child with the all-important value of godliness,
both" for the life that now is, and also that which is to come."

It is no answer to the above statements to say that such
teaching does not necessarily regenerate the soul, or save for
eternity. No; nor does religious teaching from the minister or
the parent, without the special blessing of God. But it is enough
to say in this connection that religious instruction in the schools
has contributed greatly to the formation of a high standard of
moral conduct among the people of this country, even where the
saving operations of the Spirit of God have not come. The
'knowledge of the law of God, and of the doctrines of the Gospel,
has had a mighty influence on the minds of multitudes, has
checked the outflow of their corruptions, and regulated their
thoughts and conduct to a degree of conformity to the revealed
will of God that would never otherwise have been. Instruction
in bare morality would never have produced such valuable results.
Although they do not amount to eternal salvation, they are not
for a moment to be undervalued or lightly esteemed. We have
reason to bless God for restraining as well as constraining grace,
and' this restraining grace has 'been largely manifested in the lives
,of our countrymen for many generations. Nor surely do we need
to affirm that the value of religious education is in nowise made
null and void, because some may despise their privileges and even
-rush into greater wickedness than if they had never know,n "the
way of· peace"? This unhappy circumstance does not prove the
.uselessness of religious education, but rather the desperate wicked
ness of the human heart, which, if it be not restrained, rises
against the truth and tramples it under foot. It is a dreadful
sign- of God's wrath to be left to deliberately and resolutely
-contemn His truth, and thus despise our own salvation. God
may, in sovereign grace, have sometimes mercy on such persons,
but determined unbelief is the sin of sins that seals the eternal
,condemnation of many.

As to the extent to which religious education may be provided
by the State, it is quite apparent that in the case of England at the
present moment, simple Bible teaching in the schools is the only
safe allowance. No sound Catechism can be agreed upon that will
satisfy all parties, and there is the greatest danger lest Ritualism
and Romanism, deadly enemies to the welfare of the nation, should
get an opportunity to propagate their pernicious doctrines. Let
the Word of God be read daily in all the schools, and there is hope
for England.

John Knox said to the rulers of his day, and his words are
worthy of being repeated now :-" Of necessity it is that your
honours be most careful for the virtuous education and godly
upbringing of the youth of this realm, if either ye thirst unfeignedly
for the advancement of Christ's glory, or yet desire the continu

.:mce of His benefits to the generation following."
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1Rotes of a Sermon.
By THE REV. DONALD MACl'ARL.-\;\E DI'\G\\',-\Ll,.

" Who is he that conoemneth ?" -ROll, ,'W, j .. ,

T HE Apostle in this chapter discourses 00 be pri,i eges of
God's people. No doubt they have rroubles in bis life,

caused by, among other things, remaining sin i eir souls, and
many enemies without them in the world, bu ' eir prinleges are
great and many, a summary of which be gives I 'is chapter.
Among these privileges the Apostle mentions n:5--{' at they are
free from "condemnation." With this he begi _ (he chapter:
"There is, therefore, now no condemnation 0 'he "ho are in
Christ Jesus," and he again takes up the sub'ec~ in oer text,
" '.Yha is he that condemneth ? " In consideri g ese words, we
shall notice-

I.-The accusers, which the question implies.
II.-The challenge; for the question is a cb 'Ienge to the

accusers to substantiate their charges; and
IlL-The proof the Apostle adduces in suppon of i:lis imp!ied

statement, that there is "no condemnation 0' em who are in
Christ J eSl\s."

I.-The accusers. Thefirst accuser we' I meo 'on is Sa/an.
He is called in Scripture by various name5., each of which is
descriptive of his character as the arch-enemy of God and man,
and everything that is good. Among his oilier names is "the
accuser." He is called "the accuser of lhe b e bren." These
are God's adopted children, who are bre hre o. His incarnate
Son, Jesus Christ, and also brethren in their rc' -- 'on 0 each other
as members of God's family of redeemed me Satan accuses
these before God day and night-that is, COIL nlly during their
time on earth. He is like the troubled sea ilia cannot be at rest.
An instance of his evil work in this respect we have in the case of
J ob. He appeared before God to condemn righ eous Job, to
whom there was no condemnation. As he could no lay bold OD

anything in the conduct of that holy man of God, who was,
according to the testimony of the Most Higb, "perfect and
upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil." he tried to
,~ccuse him of insincerity and hypocrisy in his profession and
worship of God. He charged him with serving God from selfish
and worldly motives-that is to say, that it was because God was
so good in His providence to Job he served Him. " Does Job
fear God for nought?" Satan insinuates that Job's religion is a
mere pretence for worldly gain, and that, if the Lord deprived him
of all the wealth He bestowed on him, his religion was, gone.
The matter was put to the test, and Satan was once more proved
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to be liar. I shall not follow this instance farther. I refer you
to the history of the case as it is recorded in the Bible. Job is
now, and long since, in fteaven, where Satan cannot disturb his
peace and happiness; but the accuser of the brethren is still busy
at his unrighteous work towards God's people on earth. They
are not ignorant of his devices. He gathers up all kinds of
charges against them, in order to condemn them. He lays to
their charge their old sins, which God long ago pardoned, for
Christ's sake; their present infirmities, their shortcomings, over
which they themselves mourn, and from which they groan to be
delivered. The evil one lets alone his own children to enjoy their
false peace; but he is busy day and night to disturb the peace and
happiness of God's .children. If we are God's children, we may
expect to be assailed by this enemy in every way he is permitted
during our imperfect state here; but we shall come off at last
more than conquerors through Him that loved us.

The second accuser is the world-that is, the men of the world
who are still of the world that lies in wickedness, and on Satan's
side in his enmity and opposition to the Church of God.
Accordingly, Christ, speaking comfort and warning to His disciples
before He left them to go to His Father who sent Him, says-
" These things I command you, that ye love one another. If the
world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If
ye were of the world, the world would love his own; but because
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word I said unto
you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have perse
cuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my
saying, they will keep yours also, But these things will they do
unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that
sent me."-John xv. f7-2I. You will thus see that it is because of
their relation to Christ, and interest in Him, the world of unrenewed
sinners hate His people. This was predicted early in the history
of redemption: "I will put enmity between thee (Satan) and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
hean, and thou shalt bruise his heel."-Gen. iii. rs. This enmity
has been kept up ever since, and put in practice by Satan and his
seed, and it shall be continued in the world to the end of time.
The history of God's Church in the past gives ample proof of the
fact that sinners, who were of the world, have' done their utmost,
under the instigation of Satan, to heap up calumnious charges
against God's people in order to condemn them; and graceless
professors of religion often manifested their enmity in this respect
in a greater measure than their fellows who made no profession at '"
all. The spirit of Cain is more devilish in a graceless professor,
than it is in the atheist. The chief priests, who claimed to be the
servants of God, were ringleaders in their enmity and opposition
to God's Son, and when they could not prove any charge against
Him worthy of death, they suborned false witnesses in order to
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condemn Him! At the time of the Reformation all kinds of
infamy were falsely charged against the Reformers by those who
claimed to be the only Church of God on earth. _This is still the
spirit and practice of the world towards God's people in order to
condemn them. I do not say that all, in their natural state, are
equally hostile to God's people, and desirous to condemn them.
Some are kind to them, and take their side against their accusers.
This is a good sign, and may be a forerunner of their conversion
to God before they leave the world. We have seen an instance of
this. We have known some young persons who were kind to God's
people, and fond of their company, and it was evident that they
ended their life in this world as children of God and heirs of glory.
Still, it is the nature of the carnal mind to be at enmity against God,
and to show enmity to His 'people. If we are God's people we
cannot escape the attacks of the world, and especially the attacks
of graceless persons in the Church, to accuse and condemn us.

The third class of accusers are believers themse Yes. They
become their own accusers. If you are in Chn t Jesus and
without condemnation, you are condemning yourself, and you
find in yourself many grounds of condemnation. " Every mouth
is stopped, and all the world is become guilty before God." All
are condemned by Him, who is the Judge of all. But, ah! it is
another thing for the sinner to begin to condemn himself-to
begin, like Ephraim, to smite upon his thigh, or li -e he publican,
to smite upon his breast-as much as to say, "Here is the evil, I
am the sinner; I am guilty, I deserve to be condem ed." If you
are without condemnation, you have, through the eaching of the
Holy Spirit,.begun this work, and you have not yet come to the
end of it. It is true of God's people that, from he time in which
they had been convinced by the Spirit of their sins till the end of
their life here on earth, they condemn themse·\-es. Even after
they are justified, and acquitted from the guil of all their sins,
they still condemn themselves for the sins which God, for Christ's
sake, freely and fully pardoned. Th~>ugh God forgave them, they
cannot forgive themselves. When we add to this the fact-the
sad fact-that their nature is but partially renewed, that the foun
tain of iniquity is still within them, and that, consequently, they
daily sin and come short of God's glory, they find many causes for
self.condemnation during their state of imperfection. This makes
them walk humbly before God all the days oftheir life here below,
and makes them more dependent upon the blood of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, which cleanseth from all sin, both in its guilt and
depravity. That blood is their only ground of hope for justification
and sanctification, and the longer they are in this world the more
they are shut up to that gracious and efficacious remedy. "God
forbid that I should glory save in the cross (death) of the Lord
Jesus Christ." Until they are perfectly sanctified, and conformed
to the image of Christ, they must condemn themselves. This
much concerning the accusers.
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II.-The challenge-" Who is he that condemneth?" There
are those, as we have seen, that bring charges against God's people
calculated to condemn them; but the question is-Who is able to
condemn them justly, seeing that, in the sight of God, there is to
them no condemnation? The challenge amounts to an assertion
of the impossibility of establishing any charge against them on
acco\lnt of which God should again cast them into the state of
condemnation in which they had been by nature. Let Satan, the
wOt"ld, and their own consciences come forward, with all the
accusations they can gather, and they shall find that their effort to
condemn "them who are in Christ Jesus" will be in vain. None
in the past, from the beginning of God's gracious dispensation
ot" saving sinners, has been able to condemn them; none at
present is able to do it, and none for ever shall be able to do it.
The challenge remains unanswered, for it is unanswerable. "There
is, therefore, now no condemnation to them who are in Christ
Jesus" is the proposition the Apostle lays down in the beginning
of the chapter, and in our text he challenges all accusers to be able
to overthrow his statement, or the truth of his assertion.

III.-The proof the Apostle adduces in support of the state
ment that there is no condemnation to them who are in Christ
Jesus. For this purpose he brings forward four arguments in
their proper order. These arguments, though linked together as
so many links in one chain, we may consider them separately, and

1. The act of God in justification. " It is God that justifieth."
In justification there is an acquittal from all guilt, and there can
be no just ground of condemnation but on that of some guilt.
Therefore, the Apostle says, "Who shall lay anything-the least'
thing-to the charge of God's elect?" It is impossible to lay
anything to their charge, because God justified them. We ought
to lay to heart that justification must be at the foundation of our
being in a state in which there is no condemnation to us. As
nothing can justly be laid to the charge of those whom God
justified, so their freedom from guilt and condemnation is com
plete-so complete as if they were already in heaven! Though
the act of justification does not of itself remove the least stain of
the depravity of our nature, yet it removes the whole guilt of our
sins. All our sins are forgiven and forgotten by God, according
to His promise, "For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,
and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more."
Heb. viii. 12. Therefore, there is no condemnation to them.
This is the first argument, and it must, of necessity, havethefirst place.

2. The second argument is the death of Christ. "It is Christ
that died." It was on the ground of Christ's death God justified
His people. There is no other ground, and there is no need of
another, for the death of Christ is all-sufficient, inasmuch as,
by His death, He rendered full satisfaction to the require
ments of divine justice in the room of His covenant" people.
This is a just ground; and God is just as well as gracious when
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He justifies the guilty sinner that believes in Jesus. Here, then,
the Apostle brings forward the death of Christ in answer to all the
charges that might be brought up against believers. And we have
nothing else to bring forward to meet and overthrow similar charges
against ourselves. We make mention of the righteousness of
Christ, even of His only, as our only plea. When pursued by
our enemies, who would ccndemn us, let us, like the Psalmist,
flee to Christ, that He may hide us (Ps. cxliii. 9)' Let us take
shelter in His death-in the blood of His atonement.

3. The third argument is the resurrection of Christ. " Yea,
rather, that is risen again." The resurrection of Christ is the
proof that He fully satisfied the law of God for His people. The
law arrested Christ as the surety of His people-not, however,
against His wiII, but of His own free accord and mere good pleasure
-and kept its hold of Him till He had paid the whole debt which
they incurred, and for which.He of His grace (2 Cor. viii. 9),
became responsible! But when He had paid the debt, God, as
the righteous Judge, discharged Him from His obligations. He
raised Him (rom the dead-set Him free. He, so to speak, put a
receipt in His hand. The resurrection was the receipt given to
the glorious surety, a copy of which Christ left to His Church in

·the 'form of the Christian Sabbath. You will see -he force of this
argument which the Apostle uses against the condemnation of
those whom God justified, and for whom Christ died. Ii you pay
a debt, and if the matter of payment is again dispu ed \>hat will
you do? You will just produce the receipt yOL received when
you settled the account. That will settle the case once for all.
The receipt is the best argument in such a dispu ed case. In
like manner the Apostle mentions the resurrection of Christ to
prove the non-condemnation of His people. "Who shall Jay
anything to the charge of God's elect? who is he that condemneth ?"
in the face of these--clear evidences-God's ac of justification,
Christ's death and resurrection? The text is a quotation from
Old Testament Scripture-Isa. I. 8-9 -where Christ speaks, chal
lenging all His adversaries to be able to condemn Him since God
justified Him by raising Him from the dead. Now, there is such
a relation between Christ and His people- He, their federal Head;
they, the members of His mystical body-that they may plead His
resurrection as an argument against their condemnation. " Jesus
is risen." Look not for Him in the grave, for He is risen; "He
is even at the right hand of God." "He was delivered for our
offences, and was raised again for our justification." Paul, in
encouraging young Timothy, exhorts him to "remember that Jesus
Christ was raised from the dead."

4. The fourth argument is the intercession of Christ. "Who
also maketh intercession for us." "We have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous." Though Christ finished
the work of Redemption, yet He did not yet finish all His under
taking as Mediator between God and man. We are not only
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reconciled by His death, but also (further) saved by His life as
our Advocate in heaven. He ever lives to make intercession fOf
His people. He pleads on their behalf on t,he ground of the
merit of His death, and not on the ground of anything in them.
Therefore, when the Apostle John mentions that we have an
Advocate with the Father, he is careful to add, "And He is the
propitiation for our sins." You who are conscious of your own
imperfections may be tempted to say, "I am so sinful, so unworthy,
and so imperfect in my endeavours to serve God, that I am afraid
I cannot be well pleasing in His sight, who is of purer eyes than
to behold iniquity." But, ah, Christ intercedes for you, believer,
and He intercedes on good ground-the ground of His own merit.
It is to Christ's merit the Father looks (or the acceptance of your
person and services, and not to anything in you-not even to
grace in you, or any good work which you may have performed
through grace.

In conclusion, let us make use of the subject.
I. For the comfort of believers. These, as to their experiences,

may be divided into two classes-first, those who have in the past
received such tokens of the Lord's goodwiil towards them as that
they are assured of their interest in Christ, and whose faith fails not,
notwithstanding the working of unbelief within them; second, those
who are still doubting their interest in Him for want of clear
evidences of their state before God. Both may take comfort from
our text ; for, however they may differ in their experiences, there
is no difference in their state in the sight of God. Both rest on
Christ alone for salvation. The former class can say, "My
Beloved is mine, and I am His;" the latter may say, "To whom
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life." Both are in
Christ, and without condemnation. These two classes differ as to
their experience; but there is one thing common to them both,
viz., that they have accusers. These acc:users we have mentioned.
But, 0 believers, think of the strong and impregnable garrison God
has built around you, to defend you against all your enemies that
labour day and night to condemn you, His own act in justifying
you, the death of Christ, His resurrection, and His continual inter
cession at the right hand of God. Looking at that sure defence,
you may take up the challenge, "If God be for us, who can be
against us?" "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's
elect? " "Who is he that condemneth?" You cannot be con
demned, for your glorious surety has been condemned for you.
But He is acquitted, He is risen again, and you are risen in Him,
virtually in His res'urrection, and actually in your justification. It
is as impossible that you shall fall again into a state of condemna
tion as it is for Jesus Christ to come down again to His state of
humiliation to begin the second time the work which He had
already finished by His death. You need to remember that Christ
died for your sins, according to the Scriptures; that He rose again
the third day, according to the Scriptures; and that He ever lives
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to make intercession for you. You have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous. You pray, but you come
short in that duty, and your prayers are, at the best, mingled with
much sin and imperfection; but His intercession is perfect, con
stant, and all-prevailing. Put Christ between you and all that seek
your ruin; put Him between you l\nd all the guilt of your sins
actual and original; put Him between you and all remaining cor
ruption in your nature; put Him between you and the wrath of
God you deserve for your sins; put Him between you and your
own righteousness of filthy rags; put him between you and Satan,
the world, and the flesh, and all enemies whatsoever. In all your
approaches to God in the way of worship, come by Jesus Christ- .
the way, the truth, and the life; for no man can come to God with
acceptance but by Him. Make use of Christ in all the aspects in

. which He is presented to you in the Gospel, and for all the pur
. poses for which He is given by the love of the Father, as "He is.
made of God unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and
redem ption."

2. For the encouragement of anxious enquirers. Are yOl,l con
vinced of your sin and misery, and asking the important question,
"What must I do to be saved?" There is but one answer to
that question, namely, "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved." It is not by your own doings you can be
saved, but by the doings and sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ,
" who suffered the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God." Are you conscious of your inability to believe, to repent,
and to change your nature? Instead of faith you find unbelief;
instead of a soft heart you find a hard heart; instead of the burden
of your sins being removed, it is still pressing you down to the pit
of perdition. In this condition, are you on the verge of giving up
all hope of being saved? Come as you are, with your sins, your
unbelief, and impenitence; come, I say, as you are, sinful and

-lost, to Jesus Christ, who came to seek and to save that which was
lost. Cast yourself upon Him, as, in yourself, a lost sinner, crying,
" Lord, save, I perish," and He will hear your cry, He will save
you. Do not look for anything in yourself as the ground of sal
vation, though, if saved, the Spirit will work a good work in you;.
but look to Christ alone, His finished work on Calvary, as the only
ground on which God accepts of sinners, even the chief. If you
thus come to the Saviour of sinners, He will not cast you away
to be lost in eternity, for He has promised, "Him that cometh
unto me, I will in nowise cast out." Confess your sins, forsake
them, plead the merit of Christ, accept of His righteousness, and,
on the ground of that righteousness, God will forgive your sins,

" and accept of your person as righteous in His sight as if you had
never sinned against Him! You will then be entitled to join the
redeemed of the Lord in their challenge, "Who shall lay anything
to the charge of God's elect?" " Who is he that condemneth ?"

3. For conviction to the careless sinner. 0, poor sinner, who
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live without any concern about the salvation of your immortal
soul, there £s condemnation to you. You are already condemned,
and if you continue in your impenitent state you shall be con
demned finally and for ever at the day of judgment. Consider
this, I beseech you, in tiine, while .it is yet" the accepted time,
and the day of salvation." Forsake your wicked ways, and your
unrighteous thoughts, and turn to the Lord, and He will have
mercy upon you, and" to our God, for he will abundantly pardon"
you.-Isa. Iv. 7. You live no\v without prayer,but if you die
without being born again, and without faith in Jesus Christ,)!.Ou
shall at the day of judgment pray to the rocks to fall upon you,
and to the mountains to hide you from the wrath of Jesus Christ,
before whose bar you must appear to be for ever punished for your
sins. Your prayers then shall be of no avail. You now turn a
deaf ear to the call of Christ in the Gospel to come to Him to
save you, but at the day of judgment you must obey His command,
" Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels."-Matt. xxv. 41. But it may n'ot yet be too
late for seeking and obtaining mercy. The door of mercy is still
open; Christ is able to save to the uttermost all that come to God
by Him. I invite you to come to Him; but if you refuse the
gracious call, your blood shall be upon your own head. I am free
from your blood, if you perish in your sins. "Turn ye, turn ye,
for why will ye die?" May God add His blessing. Amen.

The late John Morgan, Inverness.-We regret to notice
this month the death of Mr. John Morgan, builder, Kingsmills
Road, Inverness, who passed away on 31st May, at the age of 74
years. Mr. Morgan was a native of the parish of Halkirk,
Caithness, but resided a number of years in the town of Thurso,
where he was an office-bearer in the first Free Church. About
eleven years ago he came to Inverness, and identified himself
with the Free Presbyterian Church, where he held the office of
deacon. Mr. Morgan took an intelligent interest in ecclesiastical
matters from an early age, and was familiar with the various
controversies that have agitated the Scottish Church for many
years past. He possessed also a store of anecdotes and reminis
cences of godly men, such as his father-in-law, the late William
Murray, catechist, Halkirk, William Elder, and others, as well as
of worthy ministers whom he knew from boyhood upwards, which
he could relate in an interesting manner. He was a fresh,
vigorous man until very lately, his last illness being short. At
the very beginning of his illness he received a distinct impression
upon his mind that death was at hand, but obtained comfort in
view of that solemn change in Isaiah xliii. 2 : "When thou passest
through the waters, I \vill be with thee," etc. Much sympathy is
felt for his widow and family in their bereavement.
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\the BS5embIies.

T HE General Assemblies of the Established, Free, and United
Free Churches have come and gone during the past month,

and very little transpired at any of them that was of much general
interest or moment, and certainly nothing that promised much
good for the cause of Christ in the country. Dinners and dances
at Holyrood Palace seemed to be among the great attractions of
the Assembly of the National Church. The closing'address of
the Moderator (Dr. Niven) was not a brilliant composition from
the literary point of view, but was marked by a certain wisdom
and orthodoxy of tone and statement. The United Frees were
much taken up with a discussion of the amalgamation of the
Sustentation and Augmentation Funds, about which they .ue not
agreed. They had also a great night on the subject of their
cause in the Highlands, and it was lamentable to read the reports
of speeches of elderly north-country ministers from whom better
things might be expected. All with one accord flatter themselves
with the idea that the future spiritual prosperity of the Highlands
is bound up with the U.F. Church. All that we can say is,
" Pity on that prosperity I-a prosperity in error and worldliness."
Dr. Hutton, the Moderator (who in some respects may be more
honest and consistent in his sentiments than other leaders), stili

. regaled the Assembly with his strong Voluntary opinions, and
argued strongly in his closing address that it was not the province
of the State to provide religious education in the schools. An
incident that proclaimed the almost extinct Protestantism of the
U.F. Church was the agreement by the Assembly to omit all
reference to the Anglo-Spanish marriage out of one of the reports
which expressed a mild disapproval of it, on the ground that the
Assembly was not called upon to express any opinion on the

. alliance.
From some points of view we might be disposed to enter upon

a more lengthy criticism of events at the Free Church Assembly
than at the others, but we refrain from discussing details. There
was certainly nothing that transpired that would occasion the
least degree of regret to Free Presbyterians that they have retained
their separate and distinctive position. Rather the opposite; a
good deal that would convince them, if they needed conviction,
that they were on the right standing ground. Some of the oldest
F.e. leaders took special pains to show that any thoroughgoing
steps or outspoken utterances in favour of refcrmation were
not wanted in their Church, no probing of the disease, but only
remedies of a worldly-wise and soothing-up nature. It is perfectly
evident that there is a strong modern new light element in the
present Free Church that is only keeping under meantime for
policy's sake, but which will likely assert itself )'et very vigorously
indeed. A sample of it may be seen in an article which appeared
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in the British Weekly of 7th June. There is clearly plenty of
room in Scotland for the Free Presbyteri'an Church as a distinct
organisation, standing for purity of doctrine and worship in

. accordance with God's Word. Union with the Free Church in
its present condition would only mean the shattering to pieces of
a sound, united testimony for God's truth, and a casting to the
winds the prospect of transmitting to posterity a reliable Church
organisation.

'J!etter of tbe late <taptatn lRoss, 'OOliCR.

T HIS letter was written in 1893 to the Rev. D. Macfarlane,
Dingwall (then of Raasay), and makes reference to the

testimony raised for the truth in that year.

BEAUFOY STREET, \NICK,
2711l November, 1893.

I got your letter in due time, but, as you were from home, I
was not in a hurry to write. I hope the Most High accompanied
your labours in Glasgow. He needs not send any labourer out on
his own charges, and the labourer is worthy of his hire. Any true
labourer would like to see something of the true work of the Lord
on the souls of lost sinners, and, indeed, that is much lost sight of
in our age. The best of ministers now, I am afraid, are not equal
to some we read of, wrestling at the throne of grace, that the Lord
would have fruit of their labour in getting souls for Christ. Paul
was saying, "We. are ambassadors for Christ." But they are all
in His own hand, and He can bless His own work in connection
with His own servants called through grace, and make them
messengers for Christ. But I do not believe that the Holy Spirit
will give the honour of such great work to any uncircumcised in
heart j they have no concern about it, and do not know what it is j

it will be hid from them in time, and the guilt will be on them
through eternity of their ignorance of the work they took to them
selves in the world. Mr. Cook, who was in Bruan here, and then
in Daviot, would say about such that their work in the world
would bring showers of fire on them through all eternity. But
the Apostle wrote of the Lord's servants, "We are persuaded
better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though
we thus speak." It is good for them that the Lord has called,
whatever work they are engaged in, but there is not so honourable
a work as to be ambassadors for Christ. Their calling to salvation
is through free grace, as others are called, but their calling to be
ambassadors for Christ makes a double calling. Paul was thank
ing Christ for putting him in the ministry. He saw his calling out
of Satan's school a great miracle, and putting him in the ministry
made it greater. It is the beginning .of an eternal wonder to
anyone He calls, to see the wonder of it, and the more they see of
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it, it will make them less in their own sight. To be found iJ;l
Him-what an unspeakable gift! And i't will appear greater that.
it is a few who will be made partakers of it; but the few will be a
company that no man 2an number.

When you were in Glasgow, I found you at times very near my
mind. I hope He will shine·with H is countenance, power and
grace, on this, I may say, new work-a few young students, and
fewer ministers. But it is miracles the Lord "as doing in every
age when He made a reformation-a Luther, in Germany, carrying
on the reformation unknown to himself; and Calvin, in France, in
the middle of the heat of Popery, the Lord carrying him through, so
as to be a wonder to himself, a Roman Ca holic being made a
true Christian, and one of the greatest theologians 0 record. The
work of the Lord is all miracles. If the Lord is no showing great
wonders in this movement here and there-no· many mighty and
not many noble are called, but the Lord "ill ma. e them noble
whom He will call through grace. We must lea,e His work in
His own hand, that He may do according to His p rpose and
love in Christ, who can and will give power for His own work to
His ambassadors.

I see a greater work in this little beginning than I could see in
the coming out of the Free Church (in 18.U)' They bad no such
darkness before them; they left their all, in a "ay, but -hey were
sure of the whole congregations.. All the people signed for them
before they gave up their houses, etc. Bu h= cause of their
coming out was not equal to the cause now for coming out.
What they call a Free Church now has no a scrap of the cause
the Church of Chalmers came out with. They came out on the
Establishment principle and Bible-a whole Bihle and a whole
Confession of Faith. But now they have no a Bible, but a part;
or a Confession of Faith, but a part. Their leaders and professors
threw all Qut of their calendar except what 'hey li.·ed. I may say,
a thousand of their ministers are preaching wha hey are taught
in their Colleges, Assemblies, Synods and Presbyteries. The
churches in every place are full of error and war against the Bible,
but a very few ministers and elders among them who see no fault .
in the Free Church. They say they can preach pure doctrine,
but it's the S.F. that keeps them in the name of a Church,
and the glory of God does not come before their eyes. The Free
Church is as corrupt as any Church nearly in ail Europe, and
the congregations are getting as vain. I was told that last
harvest, ten thousand of the population of Edinburgh and there
about went out from Leith, one Sabbath morning, on pleasure,
across the Firth of Forth. The generation is getting mad on its
idols, and their ministers are content, because tbey never knew
{but very few of them) what sin is.

The Lord is leaving our land. Everyone is doing what is right
in his own eyes, and the few that are seeing the evil cannot mourn
for them or for themselves. There was never such a dark day in
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Scotland that I can see in history. In the days of the hottest
persecution, there was a lot of true witnesses who were mourning
for the state of the land, and the Lord delivered them in His own
time, when they were giving up hope, and their enemies rejoicing
in getting the victory. The "Lord turned their captivity as streams
of water in the south. None can put bounds to the Lord's way.
He can work, when men are giving over hope, and he often does.

I was thirty-two years of age when the Free Church came out.
There was nothing wrong in the Church of Scotland at the time
concerning false docln'ne, but there were plenty of carnal ministers
in it,*: and a great many godly ministers and great men, but as
soon as they came out they took a false turn in their Church
Government; they made choice of the richest men in their con
gregations as head elders, without a spark of grace, in order to get
plenty of money. That was the first error, and all the rest
followed. Now, nothing but error. I will weary you with this scroll.

All friends here are in their ordinary health. With kind regards
to Mrs. M. and yourself. ROBERT Ross.

PS.-Mr. Archibald Cook, the last time he was here, said to a
friend that the Lord would not honour the Free Church, because
they had too much pride in what they did. R. R.

Not too strong for Death.-When the directors· of the
Edinburgh and Glasgow Railway resolved to run trains on the
Lord's Day, William Burns announced his intention of holding
open-air services at the Haymarket (the Edinburgh terminus in
those days), at the hours of departure and arrival of the trains.
On one of these occasions he was interrupted by a tall, strong
looking man, who was slightly intoxicated. Turning to him, the
preacher addressed him in the following impressive words:
"You are tall and strong; but you are not too tall for a coffin,
nor too strong for the worms! You are tall and strong; but not
too tall for the grave, nor too strong for death! You are tall and
strong; but you will soon have to stand forth, one of the crowd,
before the great white throne; and how will you face the Judge
of the whole earth! Tall and strong as you are, you cannot be
hid from God; the rocks and the mountains will not cover you;
His all-seeing eye is on you now." These words fell like a
sentence of doom on the ears of the poor trifler-that sentence
about the great white throne, and the eye that even then was
upon him seemed to bring the day of final reckoning near to him,
and he and his fellow-listeners stood awestruck as they heard the
words, with calm deliberation, fall from the lips ofthe preacher.
Memoir of Rev. Wm. C. Burns.

"The writer evidently means that there was no distinctly doctrinal error
prevailing in the Church in 1843, but that the division arose through the
practice of carnal ministers.-ED.
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'ttbe mem~irs or Spiritual JEJercises of
JElisabetb 'U'Ulest.

(WRITTEN BY HER OWN HA);D.)

" Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou has l2.ici lip fm them that fear
thee; which thou hast wrought for them that tru5t in :;,ee befe,re the sons of
men."-Psalm "",i. 19.

"Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will Ceclare "'hat he hath
done for my sOlll."-Psalm h"i. 16.

(CoJltinued from pa," 5 . I

j U<lT)' 1st, 1695.
I was with them in the morning, where they were conversing

about the love of Christ: this wrought a strong de::ire in me again
to know more of this Jesus. Alas! I was perfee y ignorant; I
came home, but 0, I would fain been at Ch . l'S school to learn
the first lesson of religion; for I thought I was nothing but an
hypocrite, and that all the promises I had 0: were upon condi,
tion that I should walk up according to my receipts of mercies;
and as far as I came short, the promises were no: to be made out
to me: then that word came to my mind, whe e _loses was
reproving the chiding of the children of Israel; he -e . em from
the Lord, "That because they had not walked in e ways of the
Lord, therefore they should know his breach 0 promise." Then
I thought this message was expressly to me, w ich increas:d my
trouble; .thinking now, God is at enmity with me, one of the
promises belong to me. In this case I remalDed i' the 12th day,
being Saturday; at night I went to prayer, b t ,ery o-adly lament
ing my condition, and crying, 0 for ano ber oDe 0 a reconciled
God in Christ, I would give all the world ~ Cpon the morrow,
being the Sabbath, our minister, Mr. George ,1 drum, choosed
that text, Col. i. 21, "And you, that I>ere so e 'me enemies in
your minds by wicked works, yet now hath he reco .cJed." Where
indeed I had a Christ freely offered to me; and he ·old us that
God had sent him with this message, ""'e then are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: "e pray you in
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." I mus confess, this
minister was many times God's messenger to me, but especially
this day; it was my duty to love and pray for him, that his ylaster's
message may prosper in all places where he shall be sent. He
delighted in nothing but in preaching Christ and Him crucified.
If my heart deceive me not, I thought I got favour with God this
night, and that very comfortably; but, alas! it was but a blink
before a shower. Then the tempter came on me again, to make
me misbelieve, and that I was mistaken about favour with God,
for all I had met with was but mere delusions: for I was still
ignorant; and that which grieved me was my ~in that I lived
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under such clear..gospel-ministry. O! my ignorance of God and
Christ stared me in the face in such a manner, that it made me
cry, I am undone! I have been born to be a monument of His
displeasure! 0 what will I do! God has forsaken me, 0 that I
had never been born! for I get no leave to come to God in prayer
as I wont. Then I began to debate myself out of Christ by many
arguments which are not convenient to name, but especially that I
was hut an outside Ch.ristian, for I had nothing but a bare pro
fession; indeed I had shew enough, and name enough, and
tongue enough; but the inwards of religion I wanted: I was like
a body without a soul. I saw myself lost and undone, but which
was worst of all, it did not affect me as it would have done
another; some would not have slept a sound sleep, but as for me, it
never had that effect on me. Notwithstanding all this, I saw much
of God's l~ve and concern to me, in this, especially, that what
ever troubled me through the week, Mr. Meldrum came out to me
with it on the Sabbath, which struck me with admiration; for, if I
had told my case to him or any other, I would thought he had got
notice of me some way, but I revealed my mind to none: so that
I saw it was the Spirit of God speaking to me by him. 0 how
sweet and refreshful I found the Sabbath day!

Then Satan would begin to make me misbelieve; yea, he em
ployed all his power to lead me in the way to destruction; yea, he
brought such atheistical thoughts to me, that I had almost turned
desperate; for I thought there was not another like me in the
world for sinning, But to the glory of God, now I may tell it,
now and then He was giving me some cordial to hold me up,
otherwise I had given over altogether; especially that in I Cor. i.
30, "Christ was made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification
and redemption;" this word "redemption" was made sweet to me
oftener than once or twice; and then I thought I would neer
misbelieve again. But alas! my heart soon deceived me, it was
so fickle; for, after my greatest receipts of mercy, I was assaulted
with the greatest temptations; they were aye the stronger, and this
made my trial the heavier: so that I thought never one of God's
people was assaulted as I was with such temptations; yea, I thought
not so much of being assaulted, but the temptation always over- .
came me. At this time I was very much overcome with sleep at
secret prayer, which I thought never one was but myself: these
things wrought so on me, that I was brought to a lamentable
condition. I thought there was no hope for me, and that it was
in vain for me to read or pray: for God would not have mercy on
such an hypocrite as I was. To this temptation I yielded, and
ran to desperate conclusions, the which I am ashamed to record.
There was not a temptation out of hell but I was tempted to it.
When the tempter saw that all his temptations were yielded to,
then he brought that of atheism again to me, in such a manner as
n,either tongue nor pen can declare it; neither could I reveal it to
any, for none in the world was ever tempted to this; I am singular.

8
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When I had been going to prayer, then I was strongly assaulted:
there is no God, there is no Christ, no Holy Ghost; it is but fancy
the Bible, it is not God's word, it is but a contrivance of men;
ministers are not the servants of God, but seducers of the
people, all your religious duties are but lost labour; the heathen
are righter than you: for they worship tbe God they know, but
you worship a God you know not. The devil made use of many
arguments which are not convenient to record.

In this case I was brought to as sad a distemper as any can
conceive, and yet I durst tell it to none; and all that I could do,
was to cry, 0 happy are they that believe there is a God! When
I had been going through the streets, everybody I met I would be
saying within myself, 0 if I were but that body I For they are
not troubled with un belief as I am. When I heard any cursing
or swearing in the name of God, 0, thought I, if I were but one
of these folks! for they believe that there is a God: yet I
thought, if I believed there is a God, I durst not speak of Him as
they do. I thought everybody believed it but me; I wist not
what to do. I would have given any thing to know if ever any
was troubled with such thoughts. I was once reading a book
called Francis Spira, which did hurt me more than all the books
ever I saw; 0 that I had never seen it; for I thought I would
make the same end he made; but, which was worst to me,
there were some atheists that wrote le ters to him .0 confirm
him in his atheism, which words I could not get ou of m) mind;
which made me lament that ever I read Franci- ~pira. I had
several other books I read concerning the being of G-od; but
could get light from none of them, till one day I was reading on
a book called, .. Grace abounding to the chief of sinners;" where
the author of the book, John Bunyan, gaye an account of the
Lord's way with him, who after he had receiYed great tokens
of God's love, while he was under this disease of atheism, this
refreshed me a little; but still I remained in a doubt, and would
not believe, unless a wonder was wrought to my outward senses.
I do not believe ever one was so guilty in this as I was; for my sin
had many aggravations. 0 what a wonder was it that God did
not throw me into the pit, where I would have gotten sensible
knowledge, to my sad experience, that there was a God, by being
everlastingly tormented in the flames of His wrath! But, 0 how
shall I record the wonderful goodness of God to me in this tossed
case, that would not suffer me to be tempted more than I was able
to hear, but with the temptation sent a delivery, April 12th, 1695.

I, as a poor, tempted, tossed creature, with every wind of
temptation, not able to do anything for my own help, and having
none to do it for me; thus I was accounting myself lost and
undone. In this deplorable case, in steps Christ (who is always a
friend in need) with a motion of His Spirit, who persuaded me
there was hope for me yet; and that, if I should come, I would
get as free access to the throne of grace as ever. The very thought

------------ ~---
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of this so transported me, that I found a sensible change in a
moment. As soon as possible I went along; and, as I was opening
the door, that word came to me with power, "thou thoughtest
that I was altogether such an one," &c., Psalm 1. Yea, the Lord
did, as it were, expostulate the matter with me in kindness, con
vincing me of sin; but all in love. " Do you think yourself in the
wrong, in doubting of that whereof you have been so often
solemnly confirmed in former times; and yet to give way to the
temptation, because you got no signs and wonders wrought which
would have been enough to distract you? Was not your duty to
have been submissive to my will, to have revealed myself to you
in what way I please? So in this thing you have sinned extremely;
but that the promise may be made good in you, which I gave, I
will never leave you, nor forsake you, even though you have for
saken me so frequently." At this I verily wondered, that the great
and glorious God should ever suggest such thoughts of peace to
such a filthy wretch as I ! it struck me with wonder and admiration,
that His wrath and an~er did not break forth on me, and that He
did not threaten to send me down to hell for my sin; but that
Scripture is fulfilled to me, Isaiah Iv. 8, "My thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord."
o but this was a sweet time to me! wherein I got leave to pour
out my mind before the Lord in secret; where I got a new dis
covery of a Trinity of persons, and yet an unity of essence; the
which all the ministers in the world, all the books in the world
could not do, I was so obstinate in un belief ; ~nd yet, by His
Spirit, H.e wrought faith in me, in such a manner, as I could have
sealed it with my blood. 0 then, I was filled with wonder and
praise, and self-loathing, when I thought on the love of God in
Christ Jesus! I doubt not but it will be thought strange by many,
that ever such atheistical thoughts got entertainment with me ; for
it is a thing known to all, that there is a God. Indeed I must
acknowledge, it is a great truth, and ought to be believed by all.
But alas! to my shame and sad experience, I find it to be one thing
to believe it in faith, that there is a Gad; and another thing to
say, there is a God. I am sure this faith we bring not into the
world with us; it is a work of God's Spirit.

On the morrow after, my very countenance was changed; with
respect to the things of the world everything was pleasant to me,
there was such a flood of joy that filled my heart, when I thought
on what a great mercy I had received: yea, it is impossible for me
to express what great delight I had in my spirit. 1 resolved to set
the next day apart (being the Sabbath) for fasting and humiliation:
but what shall I say? mercy and love followed me at the heels;
for He turned the day of my intended sorrow to a day of joy and
rejoicing, and put a new song in my mouth of praise to the Lord;
and, as the Lord shall help me, I shall record what of the Lord's
kindness I met with on that day. 0 that I could so do it, as to
make everyone that heareth ofit fall in love with 10velyandsweetJesus!

(To be Continued.)
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jfeebing beBibe tbe Sbepberba' '{tentB.
IlL-A FATHER'S CONCERN FOR THE ETERNAL YVELFAEE

OF HIS CHILDlmN.*

By REV. ROEERT TRAILL.

I HAVE often, in this time of my exile, had many earnest
wishes for your eternal salvation, and some weak prayers to

the Hearer of prayer, for all of you, that ye may be saved from
the wrath to come, and may, in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ,
be owned of Him, set on His right hand, and taken in to dwell
with Him for ever; that ye be of the blessed number of these of
whom He will be admired, and in whom He shall be glorified, in
that day when He shall come in flaming fire to take vengeance on
all them that know not God, and obey not. the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ(z Thess. i. 7-10); and that poor, wretched, unprofitable
I may have to say in that day, Behold me, and the children Thou
has given me, which were for a while for signs and wonders in the
world, and now are for signs and wonders of Thy rich mercy and
free, undeserved grace. The Lord hath often put it into my heart
to write unto you all in one letter, that I may stir you up to the
serious and frequent thoughts of that which is your greatest con
cemment, even your eternal salvation; that ye may make that
your main task, to work out your salvation in fear and trembling;
and, for that end, to give all diligence to make your calling and
election sure: for if ye do these things ye shall never fall: but an
entrance shall pe administered unto you abundantly, into the ever
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Peter,
i. 10, II). There are three things mainly that have made me
thus to write unto you :-(First) Because this is a duty that lies
upon Christian parents. The Lord did shew unto Abraham, the
father of the faithful, that He expected this at his hand, in refer
ence to his relations (Gen. xvii. 19)-" For I know that he will
command his children and his household after him, and they shall
keep the way of the Lord," etc. And the Spirit of God in the
New Testament does much press this duty. (Secondly) Because
my obligations to Christ, and to His free grace, are so many, and
so great, that, had I never so many children, I would think myself
bound, to the utmost of my power, to consecrate them all to Him,
and to press upon them, by all that love could suggest unto me,

* This beautiful letter was written from Rotterdam, in March, 1665, by Rev.
Robert Traill, father of the still more famous Robert Traill, of London. The
writer of the letter had been banished to Holland in 1662, when so many of
Scotland's true ambassadors of Christ were denied a home in their native land.
Previous to his banishment, he had been minister at Greyfriars, Edinburgh.
The letter, which is reproduced above, is full of the deepest concern for his
children's welfare, and the love that 1:;>reathes through the words has made this
epistle to be regal'ded as a gem in its own department.
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that they would serve the Lord God of their father. (Thirdly)
Because among the many other challenges I have now, in my
solitary hours in this house of my pilgrimage, for neglect of duties
in my days of peace, this is one, that I did not improve my time
aright, when the candle of the Lord did shine upon my tabernacle,
and ye were as olive plants about my table. Alas! I did not
press upon you as I ought and might, the serious thoughts of
eternity, and of your soul's salvation; and therefore I am the more
obliged now to do it, at this distance; and who knows but it may
sink deeper into your hearts, that it comes thus by a letter from
an Dged, banished father? I remember that I was often moved,
in prayer with that family over which the Lord had set me, to
pray for preparation agaimt a time of scattering, though I did not
then think that it should have been such, and so far off before
death j but now it is come, and that which death will make is
following: the Lord give us the sanctified use of the one, and
serious preparation for the other. (Fourthly) Because I am under
the bond of a promise and vow to the Most High God, taken on,
before Him and unto Him at your baptism, that I should
endeavour to train you up for Himself, that ye might learn to
know, fear, and serve Him. I remember I presented everyone
of you to that sacrament, except one who was presented in my
absence by a faithful and worthy minister, who is now at his rest,
and who doubtless did pray for the blessing and fruit of that
ordinance unto the child that he did present j and I hope his
prayer was heard j and that the Lord, who has chosen for her a
g<iJod husband, and made her the mother of children, shall own
her as one of the daughters of Zion, who shall be found in the
register of these of whom it is written-they were born there, 9Y
the new and better birth. Yea, the Lord has been graciously
pleased to let me live so long with you, till I have entered all of
you except the youngest, who, I hope, shall not want his part of
the covenant blessing, unto that other Sacrament of the Lord's'
Supper, that so you might therein, by your own proper act and
deed, make an open and avowed resignation of yourselves to the
Lord, as your God, and your father's God, and declare before the
world that in Him alone ye have salvation, and that ye will live
and die to him j and so might perform what was promised for you
by your parents in that first sacrament when you could not
restipulate by yourselves, but behaved to do it by another, till ye
should come to years of knowledge, that ye might then give your
own actual and formal consent; which I hope ye have done as
often as ye have been partakers of that other sacrament. (Fifthly)
Because the Lord has made me, again and again, in this my
Patmos, to cry unto Him, more than ever before, for grace and
glory to myself, and to my seed; and to layout before Him that
large and sweet promise (Deut. xxx. 6), "And the Lord thy God
will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the
Lord thy God with all thy soul, that thou mayest live." Yea,
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now and then to act faith, and to pray upon it, and to win unto
some hopes that it shall be made good for all of you. Sure I am,
there is room enough for all of you in heaven, were ye more than
ye are; there is mercy and grace enough in Jesus Christ to hring
you thither; and nothing can keep you out but unwillingness to enter
in by Him, who is the Way, the Truth, and Life, and who makes
it one of His greatest complaints against perishing sinners that
they will not come uuto Him that they may have life. And the
sixth and last thing that hath moved me to scribble these lines is,
that the few and evil days of my pilgrimage are fast wearing to an
end, the shadows of the evening are stretched out, and my sun is
near the setting, neither know I if I shall see you any more in a
present world; and, therefore, while the Lord lets me yet dwell
in this frail tabernacle, I would desire to mind you of these
things which concern your eternal peace, and that ye may remem
ber these things when I shall be no more within time, either to
speak or write to you.

I would recommend to all of you, both sons and daughters, and
that, in this backsliding time,* when so many are turning back
from Christ and walking no more with Him, ye would strengthen
your resolution not to leave Him; for to whom should ye go, in
turning away from Him, seeing He only has the words of eternal
life (John vi. 66-68)? "From that time many of his disciple.
went back and walked no more with him. Then said Jesus unto the
twelve, Will ye also go away? Then said Simon Peter unto him,
Lord, to whom shall we go? for thou hast the words of eternal
life." "Say ye not, A confederacy, to all those to whom this
apostate generation say, A confederacy, neither fear ye their fear,
nor be afraid: but sanctify the Lord God of hosts in your hearts,
and let him be your fear and your dread" (Is. viii. I 2, I 3). The
Lord Himself speaks in this to your hearts and mine, with a strong
hand instructing us. Now, I conceive, that this would much
conduce to help you in stedfastness in a backsliding time often to
make actual resignation of yourselves to the Lord, I mean on
your knees in prayer, humble and hearty prayer; to give up your
selves, souls and bodies, to Him who is your Lord, Creator, and
Redeemer, who has bought you by a dear price, that ye should
be Bis, and that ye should live to Him, and not to yourselves.
This actual resigning yourselves to Him, and explicit and formal
covenanting with Him, would please Him well, would give the
devil and your own corruptions a great dash, and would make
you understand some scriptures more clearly and more comfort
ably; as (Ps. xvi. 2) "0 my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord,
Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee." (Ps. xxvii.
8) "When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee,

* The reference is proLably to the defections that followed as a result of the
operations of the Bishops Drag Net (1663) and the restoration of the Court of
High Commission in 1664.
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Thy face, Lord, will I seek." (Jer. xxx. 21, 22) "And their
nobles shall be of themselves, and their governor shall proceed
from the midst of them, and I will cause' him to draw near, and
he shall approach unto me: For who is this that engageth his
heart to approach unto me, saith the Lord? and ye shall be my
people, and I will be your God. (Zech. xiii. 9) "They shall call
on my name and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people;
and they shall say, The Lord is my God." But of this, worthy
and stedfast Mr. William Guthrie has written well; which little
great book I recommend to all of you. And now, my dear chil·
dren, whose everlasting salvation my soul prays for and desires to
believe, and whose holy and Christian conversation in the way
thither, I earnestly beg, meditate often on that scripture (Titus ii.
I I - I 4), "For the grace of God, that bringeth salvation, hath
appeared to all men: teaching us that denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present world; looking for that blessed hope and glorious appear
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: who gave
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity and
purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."
And pray for grace to obey that great and excellent gospe lesson,
that ye may assure your hearts before Him, and that it may be
well with you in the great day of the Lord. And shall I mention
to yOll what worthy Mr. Bolton said on his deathbed to his
children? I hope the mentioning of it shall do you no harm, but
good. "I charge you," said he, " 0 my children, not to meet me
in the great day in a Christless condition." I hope everyone of you
will endeavour and make it your main study and care to be found in
Christ in that day, not having your own righteousness, but that which
is through faith-in Him. The Lord Himself grant that it may be
so; and the Lord God, my God, and my father's God,who has
fed me, and provided for me all' my life long until this day, and
the great Angel of the Covenant which redeemed me from all evil
bless the lads and lasses also. And so I recommend you to Him
as your God all sufficient, and to the word of His grace, which is
able to build yOll up and to give yOll an inheritance among all
them that are sanctified through faith that is in Him. And, now,
the very God of peace sanctify yOll wholly: and I pray God that
your wnole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He who calleth
you, who also will do it. Children, pray for your aged
father, who desires to live and die in the hope that we shall with
joy meet before the throne; and that ye take these lines as some
weak help to carry you thither.

One leak will sink a ship, and one sin will destroy a sinner.-
Bunyan.

. When we want the faith of assurance, we must live by the faith
of adherence.-Matthew Henry.
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Striking Stories of <5race.
"ON Ft;IVIILY RELIGION," from The Gospel Banner

of February, 1906.

A BOUT the year 1762 I observed a hearer, whose complexion
indicated something of an uncommon dejection of spirit;

the features of his face appeared to have been considerably
changed by a long series of soul concern. Upon enquiry, I
found that he lived about two miles from the place of worship.
I judged, from the distress I was persuaded he must be in, that I
should be a welcome visitor at his house; accordingly 1 went,
and knocked at his door. Providence so ordering it, he came
himself to open the door; but upon seeing me, appeared much
confused, and at first my expectations of receiving a welcome
were quite disappointed. After some recollection he bade me
follow him, and then led me across the house into a back parlour.

After sitting down, he accosted me in the following manner:
"You will think my conduct singular, but I tell you 1 dare not
shake hands with you, because I know it will make my hell the
hotter; nor can I sit opposite to you when you are preaching,
for I am persuaded you will appear against me at the judgment
day. While you speak to convinced sinners, I know that I am
a convinced sinner; but when you mention the comforts such
frequently enjoy after conviction, 1 am fully convinced that I
never received any comfort at all. Though I am possessed of an
estate, and have a good trade, and an agreeable family, I am
miserable in the midst of all, and enjoy nothing; for I live
under the impression that I am sure of going to hell." He spoke
these words like one who fully believed what he said. Upon
asking him how long he had been in that unhappy state of mind,
he answered, "Seven years." I asked him how, and in what
manner he came to be in such a despairing way? He said, "1
went to persecnte and abuse Mr. Grimsbaw" (it was the great Mr.
Grimshaw of Haworth, who then lived within a few miles of him),
"and I was s~ruck with horror, and have been distressed ever
since." The length of time he had been in this distressing
situation, was that which surprised me more than any other
circumstance.

I asked him if he were willing to comply with any advice I
should think proper to give him, in this, his gloomy situation;
and he answered in the affirmative. After mentioning what 1
wished him to read, I requested him to begin family prayer, and
he, having promised that whatever I should think proper to
advise, he would comply with, could not well refuse. '1 then
called his wife into the room (she was a woman that made no
profession of religion at that time, but 1 thought her compliance
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might help him over the difficulty}, and asked her if she had any
objection to his beginning to pray in the family, to which she
answered, "No." I then told her I hoped that she herself would
see that it was never neglected, to which she readily consented.

I engaged him also to call in all his servants and children. He
had at that time one of the most abandoned men in the whole
country building a farmer's barn for him; this man, having been
remarkable for persecuting religious people, laughed aloud as the
master was praying. Having done this repeatedly, one morning
a little before the time for family devotion, he who had prayed
now several times with his family, felt his heart fail so much on
account of the scorn and contempt of this master builder, that he
secreted himself, supposing his wife would think him called away
-on some urgent business, and therefore he could omit the duty
for once; but she perceived him walk towards the brewhouse,
and when the time for prayer came, not seeing him come in as

"usual, she went into the brewhouse, rather suspecting he had got
-out of the way on account of this man, and found her frightened
husband hid behind the brewing-vessels. She immedi"ately
accosted him, ., My love, come out, come out! Did not the
minister make me promise that I would see family prayer per
formed, and would I be discouraged by yonder foolish fellow? "
Says she, "I begin now to like it myself; it makes us look so
·orderly and regular." I have repeatedly heard the husband say
that he followed his wife like a bear to the stake, scarcely knowing
how he should get through the duty on that morning.

The persecutor perceiving that his laughing had occasioned
"some disturbance, determined at that time he would refrain frum
making any noise, but did not know how to avoid it till he con
trived to fill his mouth with the coat of his companion; which he
did in so complete a manner, that he thought, however diverted
be might f€'el, he could not now make any noise. But God, whose
ways are as much higher than our ways, as the heavens are above
the earth, while he had his mouth filled with his companion's
coat, struck him" with an arrow of conviction to the very heart.

No sooner had the master of the house concluded his praying
than this persecutor stole away into a private corner and wept,
and confessed his sin, under most fearful apprehensions of his
lost condition. He told me he thought he prayed forty times
that day. His distress was such, that sometimes he was frozen
to the ground while wrestling with God for the pardon of his sins.
The frost at that time was very severe, and he had to go through
a road on his way to work, where he generally spent some time in
prayer. There was a visible change in the man's whole conduct.
Now he who formerly held the preaching of the Word in such
"contempt, heard it preached with the greatest attention. The
whole neighbourhood appeared surprised at such a change. I
had, about two months before this time, seen him in some com
,pany, and when I saw the man, there appeared in him something



w6 TIle Free Presbyterian Magazine.

of a hardness peculiar to' such persecutors; and I remember say
ing, that if tllere were such a thing as a man on the earth whom
God could not change, he was the man.

His distress continued about five months, during which time
he mostly thought he had sinned beyond the reach of pardon.
He was then about thirty years of age, and had not the least con
viction of sin for eleven years, though living in all kinds of sin.
(murder excepted). In Satan's cause he had few equals; and, I
suppose, for persecuting God's people, there were not any in all:
the villages round about like him.

About eleven years before this distress, as far as I remember,
he read some part of Bunyan's works, which had been put into
his hands. The reading of this book threw him into great con
viction for some hours; but going among his wicked companions,
he soon got rid of his trouble, and lived in as hardened a frame
as ever I knew any man, till God struck him to the heart under
that prayer. .

After God had humbled him for about five months, he filled
him with a sense of His pardoning love; and when he joined.
himself a member to the church, it might be truly said of him,
i, As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth a man the countenance of his
friend;" for the .account he gave of himself surprised all who·
heard, but especially those who had been witnesses both to his
life in sin, and the particular manner in which God had called
him. I remember the first words he spoke before the church
were, "If ever man could say grace is free, I am the person.'"
Re then gave a short, but full account of the whole. He is now,
I expect, in that world where they behold, without wearying, the
wonders of redeeming love.

The man who prayed, and had been seven years in such a
gloomy state, knocked at my study door one Sabbath morning,
about six weeks after I had seen him at his own house. The
first moment I saw him, I was surprised at the alteration in his
countenance; his horror and distress continuing so long, had, in
a measure, furrowed his face till he was the very picture of grief;
but now I never saw a countenance more cbanged. He looked
on me with such a smile as one may imagine the redeemed will
see in one another's faces when they meet in the heavenly
Canaan ; sometbing like that was this meeting; he held out his
hand, saying, "Brother, brother, I now can call you brother!"
and then he informed me in what manner God had set his soul
at liberty. I saw in this man what I never saw in any other
his first joy continued, in a measure, uninterrupted for fifteen
months. Since then, God has called several of his children, who,
like himself, are marching onwards towards that company where
all real Christians shall meet to part no more.

P.S.-I add this to shame those professors who are satisfied if
they can make any trifling excuse for their non-attendance on
church meetings. In the North (especially in villages) they have
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their church meetings before the sacrament In the week day, to
begin about three in the afternoon. The above-mentioned
person, and one of his friends, having been very busy in their
hay, were much concerned about the meeting; and being much
fatigued with the hurry of the day, said one to another, in the
way to the meeting-house, they hoped neither of them would be
called upon that day to exercise in prayer. God so overruled
that both were called to engage, and scarcely ever felt more of
the Lord's presence in public. Thus God frequently surprises
with His smiles those who are diligent in their attendance on His
worship.· T. P.

Sea rmon.
LEIS AN URRAMACH MICHAEL BRUCE.*

., ~tiltir 1110 ChCl1111anna a reil' t-fhocail; agus na biodh aig euceart Saln bith
uachclaranachd arm. "-Sailm cxix. 133.

T HA da cheist a b'aillleam a chuir ribh; ris gach neach agaibh
air an latha so. 'Sa cbeud aite, Am bheil a bheag sam bitb

do dheadh imeacbd riaghailteach 'n'ur measg anns an taobh
duthcha so? Tha eagal orm gu'm bheil moran agaibh aig am
bheil imeachd mhi-riaghailteach. Ach teirc aig am bheil cois
imeachd do n~ir an t-soisgeil anns a ghinealach so. Is e truaighe
mbaran ann ar la, gu'm bheil iad ag imeachd, mar a their sinn, le
tuairmislamh, agus do reir cleachdadh na th' anns am· bheil iad
bea; ach cha'n 'eil an ceumanna air an stiuireadh do reir focail
Dhe. _

'Se'n daTa ceist a chuirinn ribh, Co-dbiubh is mo a tha aig
aingidheachd no aig gras do' uachdaranachd 0'5 bhur cionn? Tha
eagal orm gu'm feud e bhi na aobhar brain do mhoran agaibh,
gu'm bheil aig euceart an lamh as airde; agus am feadh 'sa ta e
mar sin leibh, cha soirbhich gu brath leibb. An innis sibh dhomh,
an urrainn sibh freagradh a thabbairt dhomh anns na ceistean so,
oir 'se 'n\ a tha mi a runachadh an diugb, gu'm biodh agaibh
deadh imeachd riaghailteach ann bhur measg. Ach cha'n fheud
mi fantuinn aig an roimh-radb.

Anns na briathra' so a leubhadh 'n'm n-eisdeachd, tba agaibh
suimda athchuinge, maille ri'n gnethibh. Se a cheud atbchuinge,
"Stiur mo cheumanna a reir t-fhocail." Cha'n urrainn dhomhsa
mo cheumanna a stiuireadh; ach feumaidh tus', a Thighearn, mo
cheumanna a stiuireadh, agus 'm'imeachd a stiureadh air mo shon.
Feumaidh imeachd Criosduidh a bhi air a stiuireadh gu ceart cos
mhail ri cois-imeachd armailt. Feumaidh gach aon diubh imeachd

* B'ann 'an Calladar an Iar a shearmonaich e an t-searmon so.

I
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do n~ir riaghailt; ach 'se mo bharail gu'm bheil iomadh ceum
farsuing ann an cuid do'r n-imeachd-se; agus as amhuil a tharlas,
mu'n criochnaichear an gnothuch.

'Se'n dara h-athchuinge, Na biodh aig eu-ceart sam bith uach
daranachd arm. Tha iad so na'n athchuingean araidh, agus a tha
aon diubh a' deanamh rathad air son an aon eile; oir an duine a
ruigeas a dh'ionnsuidh deadh imeachd riaghailteach, gheibh e gu
h-ullamh uachdaranachd os-ceann a pheacaidh: agus ann an ceart
aghaidh sin, an duine nach ruig a dh'ionnsuidh deadh imeachd
riaghailteach, cha bhi e gu brath aige air son a throcair gu'm faigh
e uachdaranachd o's ceann a pheacaidh. Ach cha sheas sinn na's
fhaide air roinn na'm briathra'; ach bheir sinn dhuibh teirc do
bheachdan o'n aonaehd, agus an deigh sin thig 5inn a dh'ionnsuidh
na'm briathra' na's mo shonruichte.

Teag. I. Gu'm bheil iomadh cleachdadh gras a dh'fheumas
Criosduidhean a bhi 'sireadh. Am b'aill leibh a ni-eigin do
ehleachdadh beothail grais fhaicinn arm an Criosduidh ? 0 thig
an so ma ta fhir-aidich, agus faic agus amhairc orra. Ann an so
tha cleachdadh beothail a Chriosduidh. An d'rainig sibhse
fathasd orra anns a cheann duthcha so? Anns an earrann so
feudaidh sibh am faicinn uile ann an cleachdadh Dhaibhidh.
'Se a

1. Chleachdadh so, Do bhrigh's gu'm bheil iongantasan ann
an lagh Dhe, tha'n Criosduidh do ghna a" sireadh a mach na'n
iongantasan so. Tha do theisteas iongantach; uime siJil tha
m'anam a' tabhairt gradh dhoibh. Tha mi 'm beachd, gu'm feud
sin a bhi na aobhar bhroin do mhoran agaibh, air son na h-uile
h-iongantas a tha ann an lagh agus ann an teisteas Dhe. Gidheadh
cha'n fhac sibh riamh a h-aon diubh. An

2. Cleachdadh, 'nl-'se so, Tha e gu brath tuille fo fhadail agus
fo thairt an geall air an Dia bheo. Ach tha mi 'm beaehd, gu'm
bheil beag tairt no fadail ann bhur measg, agus do bhrigh sin
cha'n 'eil agaibh ach beD bochd dheth.

3. Se'n treas cleachdadh beothail ann an Criosduidh beothaiJ,
curam a bhi aige mu 'ruintibh, agus a ehleachdadh a bhi co
fhreagarach ri sin.

Tha moran ann anns na laithibh so, a tha 'gabhail orra deadh
ruintean a bhi aea, agus na roidean a's fearr gu'n leantuinn; ach
tha aca do ghnath droch chleachdaidhean gu'n deadh ruintean a
thrnailleadh. Ach tha na cleaehdaidhean so na'n leithid, is nach
d'thainig riamh 0 Iun suidheachaidh Dhia. Ach feumaidh an
Criosduidh beotlmil an cleachdadh beothail so a bhi aig a chridhe;
'se sin curam a bhi aige mu rllintibh, gu'm bi iad air an suidheach
adh le Dia. Stiuir thus' mo cheumanna a reir t-fhocail. Ann an
so tha iarrta3 an duine g'um biodh imeachd air a cho-chumadh ri
a ruintibh. Tha an nl comharraichte so anns a Chriosduidh
bheothail, bitheadh a bheatha mar's ail! anns an t-saoghal,
a .chleachdadh, agus an nl a tha e a mhain ag iarraidh, 'siad an da
m so.
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1. Deadh chord~dh eadar Dia agus e fein. Uaith so ann an
deireadh an earrainn so, tha Daibhidh ag radh, thoir air do
ghnllis dealrachadh air t·oglach. Uaith so, mar an ceudna, b'aill
leis bran a dheanamh air son uile eu-ceartaibh; an ni mur deanadh
se.e, nach buannaicbeadh e dealradh gnuis an Tighearna a bhi air.

2. Maitheanas eucearta' mbuinntir eile, agus a' deanamb bran
air an son, do bhrigh 's gun d'thug iad eus-urram do Dhia. A
deir esan, "Ruith srutha' dheur sios 0 m' shuilibb, a chionn nach
do choimhid iad do lagh." B'aill learn g'um foghlumadh sibh an
cleachdadh so fhaotainn air bhur lamh. Tha fios agam g'um feud
e bhi na aobhar bhroin duibh, nach 'eil agaibh, nach 'eil agaibh a
bheag do chleachdadh a Chriosduidh air bhur lamh; agus ma tha
e mar sin, ciod a shaoileas sibh a thachaireas dhuibh? Uime sin
tha mi a' sparradh oirhb, ann an ainm an Dia mhor, gu'n saoth
raich sibh a chum a leithid do chaitheamh beatha a bhi agaibh, is
nach e a mhain a dhearbhas sibh a bhi 'n'ur luchd aidmheil do
thaobh ainm, ach ann am firinn.

Teag'. 2. Gu'm bu choir do gach neach fhoghlum e fein a
stiuireadh gu ceart ann an latha na trioblaid.

B'aill leam fhios a bhi agaibh cia. mar a stiuireas sibh bhur
ceumaibh ann an latha na deucbainn. Tba'm beachd so a
dallachadh-

1. Gu'm bu choir do Chriosduidh, am feadh 'sa tha e anns an
t-saoghal so, a bhi do ghnath aig imeachd. Tha cuid aig radh,
gur Croisduidhean sibh; ach cha'n 'eil sibh aig imeachd, ach do
ghnath 'n'ur suidhe. Ach feumaidb Criosduidh, gus an d'thig e a
dh'ionnsuidh tigh Athair, a bbi do ghnath ag imeachd air aghairt.

2. Tba e ag radh, gu'm feum uile imeachd a Chriosduidh a bhi
air a stiuireadb. Cha'n fhaod e imeacbd a thaobh tuairmeas, no
barail, ach do reir riaghailt.

3. Tba e 'g radb, gu'm bu choir do Chriosduidh a bhi gu mar
air a cbleachdadb a chum a cbaitheadh·beatba fhaotainn air a
stiuireadh gu ceart. Agus,

4. Tba e a' ciallacbadb, gu'm bu choir do Cbriosduidh leis am
b'aill a cheumanna stiuireadh gu ceart, an earbsadh gu leir ri a
mhaighstir. "Stiliir mo cheumanna a reir t-fhocail; agus na
biodh aig eu-ceart sam bith uachdaranacbd arm." Chum's gu'n
labhair mi beagan ri so :

1. Nochdaidh mi dbuibh, ciod a th'ann an imeachd deadh
riaghailteacb.

n. Nochdaidh mi dhuibh, eiod anns am bheil oirdheirceas
imeachd deadh riaghailteach a luidhe ann an la na trioblaid.

Ill. Bheir mi dhuibh focal goirid rabbaidh.
IV. Focal goirid Feum, agus theid mi air m'agbaidh.
1. Ciod e sin, imeachd deadh ordail ann an la na troiblaid.

Tha na nithe so ann an imeachd deadh ordail a bhuineas do'n
Chriosduidb. Ach tba eagal orm, gu'm bheil moran agaibh, ann
an sgireachd Challadar an lar, na'n coigrich dhoibh uile.

1. An duine sin aig am bheil imeachd air a riaghailteachadb gu
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maith, suidhichidh e ceud agus dara nithe mar a shuidhich Dia iad.
Faic Mata. vi. 32, "Ach iarraibhse air tus rioghachd Dhe, agus
fhireantachd-san :" 'Se sin a cheud nr. "Agus cuirear na nithe
so uile ribh:" 'Se sin an dara nl. An do chum sibh an t-ordugh
agus an doigh sin ann bhur n-imeachd. Sibhse a tha ga'm
eilKleachd, nach feud e a bhi air a radh umaibhse, agus mu
thimchioll iomadh luchd aidmheil' eile ann an Alba, gu'm bheil
sibh a' toirt a steach an t-saoghail anns a cheud aite, agus riogh
achd neamh agus an fhirinnteachd anns an aite mu dheireadh, an
ni a tha cuir bun os cionn ordugh Dhia? Air an aobhar sin, 'se
mo chombairl do gach neach agaibh, gu'n imicheadh sibh gu
ria!!-hailteach anns na h-uile nithe, mar a shuidhich Dia iad.

2. Tha aig imeachd deadh riagbailteach an nl so ann; gu'm bi
sibh cinnteach a barrantas 0 fhocal Dbe air son bbur n-imeachd.
Agus an deigh sin, bibh cinnteach nach dean sibh e ann bhur
neart fein; agus 'nuair a ruigeas sibh air a so, thugaibh do ghnath
a ghloir do Dhia. Tha aig imeachd deadh riaghailteach do ghnath
na tri uidheamaichidhean so ann.

(I.) Nach d'theid sibh mu thimchioll a bheag fo fhorm dleasd
anais, gus am bi fios agaibh gu!m bheil e air aithneadh le Dia, a
chum's gu'n d'theid sibh mu thimchioll a mhain ann an llmhlachd
do dh'aithn-san.

(2.) 'Nu'air a ni sibh e, deanaibh e ann an neart Dhe.
(3.) Gu'n dean sibh na h-uile le sllile ri a ghloir-san.
'Nis a mhuinntir ionmhuinn, Ciod a tha sibhse a' smuaineach

adh mu na trl nitbe so? Tha eagal arm gu'm bheil moran agaibh
a' deanamh iomadh ni as eugmhais barrant 0 fhocal Dhia. Tha'n
lagh 'g'ur ceangal ris an aithn so fo' aon pheanas, agus ris an aitbn
ud fo' pheanas eile. Tha lagh Dhia a' toirmeasg fuidh pheanas
toilltinn fheargagus a chorruich; gidheadh cunnartaichidh sibh
ann an deanamh iomadh ni a tha lagh dhuine aig iarraidh, agus a
tha lagh Dhia a toirmeasg. Ach tha am fear imeachd gu riagh
ailteach aig iarraidh barrantas' 0 Dhia air son na h-uile nithe a ni
e, agus ni se e ann an neart an Tighearn, mar thoil a mhaighstir.
Agus 'an sin tha e deanamh na h-uile chum gloir Dhe. 'Se so
obair-san. An

3. Ceum de dh'imeachd deadh ordail, is e so e, gu'm bi agaibh
ann bhur cleachdadh, agus ann bhur n-uile imeachd, na trl nithe
so gu caithreamach air bhur lamhan. ( I.) An co-sheirm eadar
ceud agus dara cIar an lagh', ann a bhi tabhairt air gach aoo do
na h-aitheanta' a bhi 'g oibreachadh air lamhan a cheile ann bhur
n-imeacbd's ann bhur cleachdadh. Tha'n (2.) Co-sheirm eadar
solus bbur coguisibh agus bhur cleachdadb, gun a bhi a leigeil le
h-aon diubh a dbol tarsuing air an aon eile. Tha an (3.) Eadar
an duine o'n leth muigh agus an duine o'n leth a stigh, gun a
cheadachadh do dh'aon diubh dochunn a dbeanamh air an aon
eile. Agus 0 tha e ro tbaitneach imeachd a bhi ann le)s na tri
nithe so. An

4. Mlr do dh'imeachd deadh ordail, bu choir duibh a bhi agaibh,
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is e, buanachadh agus meudachadh ann an deadh oibre. Ach tha
mi a' smuaineachadh, gur hoe plaigh moran dibh, gu'm bheil sibh
ag imeachd le tuairmis-Iamh air riaghailt cunnairt, no dl-cunnairt ;
le riaghailt call' agus buannachd. Ach ma ni so deadh Chriosd
uidhean dibh, tha beag colas agamsa air; oir le bhi deanarnh mar
sin, tha sibh a' dearbhadh a bhi neo-sheasmhach ann an slighe

'an Tighearna, agus gun bhi meudachadh anns gach uile dheadh
oibir. 0 mhuinntir ionmhuinn, an aithne dhuibh a bheag sam
bith dheth na so ann an la bhur trioblaid? Tha fios agam, gu'm
bheil cuid agaibh toilichte ma gheibh sibh a bhi soirbheachadh
anns an t-saoghal, agus pailteas do nithe an t-saoghail so dhuibh
fein. Ach a bhi meudachadh ann an obair an Tighearn, cha'n
'eil so idir a' cuir trioblaid oirbh, ma gheibh sibh crodh, caoraich,
agus bhur mal air a phaigheadh gu maith, agus ni-eigin mu seach;
ma shoirbhicheas sibh anns na nithe so, cha chuir sibh a bheag
do thrioblaid oirbh fein· air son tuille: ach air son soirbheachadh
ann an obair an Tighearna, tha e na ni ainmig ann an Calladar an
Iar. Tha'n

5. Mlr do dh'imeachd deadh ordail agaibh ann Ephe. iv. IS.
" Ach a' labhairt na firinn ann an gradh, gu'm fas sinn suas anns na
h-uile nithe chuige-san, a's e an ceann, eadhon Criosd." Ach
feuchaibh dhomh an duine, no a bhean, anns na laithibh so, a
rainig air a so. Ach gus am fas sibh suas ann-san anns na h-uile
nithe, cha bhi imeachd riaghailteach gu brath na throcair dhuibh.
An

6. Mlr do imeachd riaghailteach, faicibh ann Ephe. v. IS, 16.
"Feuchaibh uime sin gu'n gluais sibh gu faicilleach, cha'n ann
mar amadainean, ach mar dhaoine gEe, ag ath-cheannach na
h-aimsir', do bhrigh gu'm bheil na laithean ole." Tha eagal orm
gu'm bheil moran luchd di-mheas air tiom, ach beag do luchd
ath-cheannach air anns an aite so. Ach am fear gluasad gu riagh
ailteach, mar a's ro dhubhach agus dhoilbh a bhios an aim sir,
'sann is ro fhaicillich' a ghluaiseas esan. Ach tha mis' a' saoilsmn,
gur hoe plaigh moran agaibhse, nach 'eil sibh a' foghlum a bhi
saoradh an tiom. An

7. Mlr do ghluasad riaghailteach, is e, 'Nuair a tha daoine agus
mnathan fuidh smachdachaidhean, a' toirt a mach toradh na
nreantachd agus na naomhachd luidh an cuid trioblaidean. Ach
tha e na bhuaidh ainmig anns na laithibh 'sam bheil sinne beo.

8. Feudaidh sibh an Criosduidh a tha 'g imeachd gu riagh
ailteach aithneachadh leis a chunntas sin annsa Salm cxix. 59, 60.
"Chnuasaich mi mo shlighean, agus phill mi mo chasan ri d'
theisteasaibh. Rinn mi deifir, agus cha robh mi mairnealach, a
chum t'aitheantan a choimhead." Tha e a' deanamh cabhaig,
agus cha'n 'eil e a cuir dail. Tha am fear gluasad gu riaghailteach
do ghnath a' leasachadh a cheumanna, agus mar sin tha e a'
deanamh cabhaig, agus cha'n 'eil e ri maille ann an coimhead
aithnte Dhe. Ach innsidh mi naigheachd dhuibh. Anns a
mhaduinn tha'n sobhal a' gairm oirbh; tha'n crann a' gairm oirbh;
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tha na c1iathan a' gairm oirbh; tha iomadh bargain a' gairm oirbh.
Tha na feilltean mar an ceudna ag radh, deanaibh cabhaig. Tha
sibh air bhur bodhradh le fuaim na'n gairmean so; air doigh 's
nach 'eil sibh idir a' cluinntinn no a' cuimhneachadh na gairmean
a thug aithnlean Dhe, air doigh 's gu'n coimhdeadh no gu'n
d'thugadh sibh umhlachd dhoibh. Cha'n 'eil sibh idir ann am
fonn air son sin, agus gidheadh cha'n 'eil sibh aig am sam bith a'
deanamh bran air a shon. Tha e na thiom bronach air son cuid
agaibh, a mhaigbstirean; oir do gnath, 'nuair a ghairmeas Dia air
son seirbhis sam bith air bhur lamh, tha a,gaibhse gnothach eigin
eile r'a dheanamh. 'Se so bhur treabhadh dubhach, agus 'm n
am bronach; agus is bronach a bhios am bhur foghair, mm gabh
sibh aithreachas. An

9. Mlr de' dh'imeachd riaghailteach, is imeachd e leis na cuig
buaidhean so ann. 'Se

(r.) Cheud aon diubh so, gluasad gu h-iriosal maille ri Dia;
"Trocair a ghradhachadh, agus imeachd gu h-iriosal maille ri d'
Dhia," Mica vi. 8. '0 ach tha irioslachd fuidh aideachadh na nl
a tha gann ann 'ar ginealach. An

(2.) Buaidh de' dh'imeachd dheadh riaghailteach, is e spioradal
achd inntinn. Romh. viii. I, "Nach 'eil ag imeachd do reir na
feola, ach do reir an Spioraid." Tha iomadh fear imeachd gu
feolmhor ann bhur measg; ach tha fear gluasad gu spioradail a nis
air teachd gu bhi ainmig anns na laithibh so. Se'n

(3.) Buaidh gluasad gu truacanta. Gluais gu caoimhneil am
fianuis an Tighearna ann do latha agus ann do ghinealach. Ach
tha mise a' smuaineachadh, a mhuinntir ionmhuinn, na'm biodh
ar Maighstir a teachd gu ar rannsachadh, gu'm faigheadh e moran
do luchd imeachd gu neo-chaoimhneil ann ar measg. Faiceam
an duine no a bhean ann 'ur measg,' a tha ttuacanta ann bhm
gluasad agus ann bhur giulan. Cha nl beag e a bheir air bhm,
cridhe crith agus criothnachadh. Ach ni nl beag cridhe fear
imeachd gu truacanta a bhualadh ann an latha na croise. Ach
tha moran agaibh-se, ma gheibh sibh sibh fein tearuinte 0 na
chunnart 'san am a ta lathair, cha'n 'eil suim agaibh air son
oilbheum a thabhairt do'n taobh duthaich mu'r tiomchiol1. Na'm
faigheadh sibh bhur n-argumaidean fein ar bhonn, cha'n 'eil
speis agaibh air son oilbheum a thoirt do uile ghinealach na'm
flrean. An

(4.) Buaidh a ta air an fhear imeachd gu riaghailteach, is e,
'nuair a tha daoine agus mnathan 'ga dheanamh na chleachdadh
dhoibh fein co-fhreagaireachd fhaotainn eadar an imeachd agus
boidean Dhia a ta orra. Ach 'se plaigh moran agaibh-se, ciod
sam bith a tha sibh ag aideachadh, gidheadh tha bhur cleachdaidh
ean agus bhur gniomhairean a' cuir an ceill gu'n do dhi-chuimhnich
sibh gu buileach, gu'm bheil boidean an Dia as ro airde oirbh.
Ach cuimhnichibh gu'n d'innis mi dhuibh, dichuimhnichibh-se e
mar is aill leibh, cha leig Dia air di-chuimhn' e. Cuimhnichibh

, so, gu'm bheil e tabhairt fainear mar-aon an t-am agus an t-aite,
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c'uin agus c'aite a thog sibh suas bhur lamhan, agus a bhoidich
sibh do'n Ti a's Ro-Airde, gu bhi air a thaobh. rrioslaichidh se
e fein a chum aontachadh leis a mhinisteir a leugh thairis teirmean
a chumhnant, agus na h-uile ni a labhair e, agus na h-uile a
smuainich sibh-se, ann a bhi 'g radh Amen ris an ni ceudna, a
chum's gu'n tabhair na h-uile fianuis 'n'ur n-aghaidh, do bhrigh 's
gu'n robh bhur n-imeachd agus 'ur deanadais o'n am sin ann an
ceart aghaidh criochan a chumhnant sin.

(5.) Buaidh eile do dh'imeachd deadh riaghailteach, is e, gu'n
giulan daoine agus mnathan iad fein 'nan uile imeachd, air a leithid
do dhoigh 's nach bi iad nan naire agus nam masladh do'n aobhar
agus do na chumhnant. Oir cunntaibh bhur seasaidhean eadar
dha bharail, eadar Dia agus Baal; nach 'eil iad so ag radh, nach
'eil sibh ach 'n'ur masladh do dh'obair cumhnant an ath-leasach
aidh? An

10. Mir do imeachd deadh ordail a b'aiIl learn a bhi 'n'ur measg,
is e, sin a ta agajbh anns an t-Salm so fein, cxix., "Tha do
bhreitheanais gu leir am fhianuis, agus ghlcidh mi mi fein o'm
aingidheachd." 0 urramach! Tha sin na mhir do dh'imeachd
dhead ordail. Am fear imeachd riaghailteach anns na laithibh so,
cha bu choir da a bhi gu brath as eugmhais na riaghailt a bhi ann
a Iamb, a chum a bheath' a riaghailteacbadh leis. 'Se a mhor
churam imeachd gu h-ionraic ann an lathair Dhe j tha e ro
churamach gu e fein a ghleidheadh 0' na pheacadh sin, leis an 'usa
'chuairteachadh. Tha mi saoilsinn, gu'n do thilg a mhor-chuid
agaibh riaghailt staitean Dhe as 'ur lamhan. Agus air son
treibhdhireas cridhe, agus sibh fein a choimhead 0 na pheacadh
dha'n 'usa hhur cuairteachadh, cha'n 'eil e na mhor churamoirbh j

is buannachd e anns nach 'eil speis agaibh. Tha sibh a' runach
adh beath' a bhi agaibh dheth anns an t-saoghal so.

I I. Se'n t-aon mhir deug do dh'imeachd gu deadh riaghailteach,
'nuair a tha an Criosduidh ann a uile dheuchainnibh, a' comhar
rachadh gu mion agus a' deanamh bran thairis air a theachd gearr
ann an dleasdanais. Tha e a' comharrachadh cia mar a ta e a
teachd air aghaidh ann an eolas an 'Iighearna, agus ann an slighe
a Dhia, agus tha e a' gabhail argumaid uatha mar-aon, a chum a
dhichioII a mheudacha<;lh anns gach dleasdanas a tha air aithneadh.
Tha so soilleir, Phil. iii. 11, 12. "Dh'fheuchainn am feudainn
air aon chor a theachd a chum aiseiridh na mairbh. Cha'n e gu'n
d'raining mi a cheana, no gu'm bheil mi a cheana foirfe: ach tha
mi a' leantuinn, a dh'fheuchainn am faigh mi greim do'n ni sin
fein, air son an do ghabhadh greim dhiom le rosa Criosd." " 'Iha
mi a' dian-ruith a dh'ionnsuidh a chomharraidh, chum duais ard
ghairm Dhe ann an rosa Criosd." Ann an sin chi sibh mar-aon
an teachd gearr agus an soirbheachadh air a chomharrachadh,
agus argumaid air a tharruing uath mar-aon a chum dkhioII a
leantuinn ann an leanamhuinn an deigh rosa Criosd. An

12. Tha mir do dh'imeachd deadh riaghailteach do'm b'aiII
learn sibh aire thoirt (oir a tha mi a' saoilsinn gur h-e mi-riaghailt

9
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bhur plaigh anns an aite so), PhiJ. iii. 20. "Oir a ta ar caithe
beath'ne air neamh, an t-ionad as am bheil duiI againn fos ris an
t-Slanuighear, an Tighearn Iosa Criosd." Sin fear imeachd
riagbailteach, ciod sam bith a tha e a' deanamh, no ciod sam bith
cabhaig gnothaichean anns am bi e, tba aige do ghnath a smuaint
ean o's airde, air na toil-inntinnibh a tha aig deas lamh Dhe. Tha
chridhe anns na neamha. Tha amharc a dh'ionnsuidh neamh;
oir h'aoibhinn a b'aillleis a bhi an sin.

13. Am mir mu dheireadh do dh'imeachd dheadh riaghailteach
a dh'ainmicheas mi, is e, gu'm bheil e na churam air an duin€', no
air a bhean, aig am bheil imeachd dheadh-riaghailteach, aite fein
a thoirt do Dhia, agus gun ach an aite fein a ghabhail anns na h-uile
h-earrainn dleasdanais a tha air aithneadh. Tha esan na fhear
imeachd riaghailteach gu dearbh, anns gach uile dhleasdanasaibh,
a tha tabhairt do Chriosd aite fein, agus a ghleidheas dha e, agus
nach gabh na's mo dha fein na sin a tha dligheach dha. Ach 'se
so plaigh moran agaibh ann bhur dleasdanais, gu'm bheil ro bheag
aite aig Iosa beannaichte ann bhur measg, 'nuair a theid sibh mu
thiomchioll dleasdanais, direach mur nach biodh agaibh feum air
san. Imichidh sibh air bhur cosaibh fein, agus cha bhi sibh ann
an comain Chriosd. Ach tha'n Criosduidh a tha 'g imeachd gu
deadh-riaghailteach a' tabhairt do Chriosd aite fein anns na h-uile
dleasdanas mu thimchioll an teid e, agus gabhaidh e a mhain aite
fein dha fein. 'Nis tha iad so na'n trl-mlrean-deug do dh'imeachd
deadh riaghailteach ann an leithid do dh'am 'sa tha'n so.

(Ri lealltu;lIl1.)

~rote5tant 1Rote5.
The Wicliffe Preachers.-The Kensit Crusade, as it is

called, held their annual meeting last month. The report was
presented by Mr. J. A. Kensit. In an interesting speech he
informed his auditors that, during the year, 3000 meetings had
been held, and 683,000 people addressed. Tracts and leaflets to
the number of 19I,040 had been distributed. The year's income
amounted to over £10,000, which was £2000 in excess of last
year's. £4000 of this amount had been contributed for the
College Scheme, which has in view the training of preachers whose
future work it will be to enlighten the people of England as to the
dangers of Romanism and Ritualism. It is encouraging to find
that Mr. Kensit is being so well supported in his highly laudable
efforts.

Books on the Protestant Controversy.-Mr. Walsh, the
author of the now widely known Secret History of the Oxford
Movement, is giving a list of books useful to the student in the
great controversy with Rome. These lists are appearing monthly
in the Protestant Obserller, a monthly periodical ably edited by
Mr. Walsh.



Protestant Notes.

"The Protestant Woman."-One of the most interesting
and instructive monthlies published in the interests of Protestantism
is the Protestant Woman. This periodical is the organ of the
Women's Protestant Union, and is edited by Mrs. Arbuthnot,
a lady of social standing, and deeply interested in the Reformation
cause. Each month it has a page or two devoted to cuttings from
the Press, bearing on Protestant matters, to which we are indebted
for some of the notes in this page. Unfortunately it has yielded
to the niodern taste in having a serial-high-toned and with good
Protestant teaching, but, nevertheless, fiction all the same. Last
month the "Vomen's Protestant Union had their annual meeting,
and judging from the account of the proceedings in tbe English
Churchman and the June numbers of the Protestant Woman, the
outlook of the Union is of the most encouraging kind. The
Protestant Woman may be had at 20 Exeter Hall, Strand, London,
for the annual SUbscription of one shilling and sixpence.

Roman Catholics and the Education of the Young
in Argentina.-It is curious to compare the utterances of the
Roman Catholic Church authorities in this country with the state
of the elementary public free schools in such a country as
Argentina, where, as among all Spanish-American peoples, priestly
influence is all-powerful. Yet Percy E. Martin, in his recent
work, "Through Five Republics," says of the Argentine schools,
" There is no religious instruction, which, as a matter of fact, is
forbidden. It may be that, while practical agreement as
to the ends of secular education has been arrived at, there is no
likelihood of unanimity in regard to religious teaching, even when
the whole country's religious faith is the same." It would be
interesting to know how this apparent discrepancy of view is to be
accounted for.-Daily Chron/cle.

The English Monastaries before the Reformation.
The Contemporary Review, for April, has a remarkable article
entitled, "The Truth about the Monasteries." The writer, Mr.
G. G. Coulton, has made a special study of the subject, and some
of the facts he makes known are certainly damaging enough to
those who shed sentimental tears over the suppression of the
monastaries by the rude hand of Henry VIII. Persons interested
in the Romish controversy would do well to read this article.

Inspection of Convents.-The Rev. J. B. Nichols (Haver
stock Hill), speaking on the subject of" Convents and Convent
Schools" at the meeting of the Congregational Union, quoted
Cardi~al Wiseman's saying, that he wanted to sec London
surrounded by convents. That hope has been 'realised. In 1800

there were only 21 convents, now there were 700. The convents
should be open to inspection for sanitary and other purpoS€S, and
they should be compelled to furnish particulars as to numbers.-
St. James' Gazette. ' ,
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The Bishop of Hereford on Ritualistic Practices.
The Bishop of Hereford recently said :-" All the recent develop
ment of Ritualistic doctrine and worship within our Church has
taken place under the eye of the Bishops, and as might be said in
self-defence by the clergy concerned, under the cegis of Episcopal
sanction or acquiescence. It is impossible as it would be unjust
to ignore the fact that this movement has been largely-too largely
as some of us may think, when we remember the issues at stake
fostered and promoted by Episcopal sympathy and support.
Consequently, in any reflections on the subject, or on the persons
concerned, we have to bear in mind the sharing or shifting of
responsibility involved in the general neglect or refusal of Bishops
to check or modify Ritual excesses and illegalities by using the
means which· have been in their hands, and exercising the
personal responsibility which was specially laid upon them at
every institution of a new incumbent to a benefice."-Protestant
Chronicle. -1Rotee anb <tomments.

England's Rejection of Secularist Education.-One
of the most encouraging signs of the times which has been shown
during the controversy that rages round the English Education
Question is the determination of the nation to have the Bible
taught in the schools. During the Committee stage of the
English Education Bill, an amendment was moved by Mr.
Maddison, in favour of secular education only in the schools,
which was rejected by a majority of almost eight to one. We
readily concur with the English Churchman's remarks on this
victory :-" This emphatic repudiation of the principle of godless
education is an incident fraught with satisfaction to all who hold
that the strength and purity of our national life and character
depend on the early inculcation of revealed religion under Divine
sanctions. We feel profoundly thankful that the present legis
lature has been providentially led to take up so resolute and
impregnable position."

Crime in Scotland.-The report of the Prison Commis
sioners (Scotland) for 1905 records the number of commitments to
prison as 57,256, the number of males showing an excess of about
1000 over the figures of last year, and the number of women
showing a gratifying decrease of 3000 on the average of the last
five years. The imprisonments for drunkenness and breach of
the peace show a similar decrease, and the Commissioners judge
by their records that "excess in drinking appears to be dimin
ishing." Offences against morals and property (breach of peace,
drunkenness, theft, using obscene language, vagrancy, prostitution,
housebreaking, and robbery), account for almost seven-eighths of
the total commitments.-Scottislt Review.
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Proposed Memorial to Boston.-lt will be exactly 200
years ago, in the May of next year, since Thomas Boston began
his eventful and fruitful ministry at Ettrick. For 25 years he
preached to the people of Ettrick the glad tidings of the gospel,
and the Church is indebted to him for his Crook in the Lot, and
the still more widely known work the Fourfold State, and the no
less remarkable Jlemoirs. It has been proposed to erect a
Memorial HaU, and an appeal has been made for funds. The
promoters inform us that it is the intention, among other things,
of building a Parish Hall "for special religious services, lectures,
concerts and other entertainments." These gentlemen must have
peculiar ideas of the fitness of things if they imagine that the
memory of the author of the Fourfold State is to be kept fresh by
such devices.

The Last of the Pre-Disruption Ministers. - Dr.
Thomas Smith, the last of the Pre-Disruption ministers, passed
away on the 26th of 1~ at the ripe age of eighty nine. He was
ordained as a Missionary of the Church of Scotland in India, in
1839, and, when the famous Disruption took place, he cast in his
lot with the Free Church. Dr. Smith had strong evangelical
sympathies, and was a conservative in theology. He, however,
was lacking in strength of character, which vitiated, to a large
extent; his usefulness to the Constitutionalist Party in the Free
Church. At the Union he followed the majority. His literary
output was considerable. He acted as editor of the Calcutta
Review, and the Christian Observer had many articles from his
pen. He did good work as a translator, including Vinet's Studies
on Pascal. As a biographer, Life of Dr. Duff, and Life of Dr.
Begg, stand to his credit.

The Spanish Marriage and the Divine Voice.-The
marriage ceremony of Alphonso, King of Spain, and. Princess
Victoria Eugenie of, Battenberg was duly peFformed, according to
Roman Catholic rites, in the Church of San Jeronimo, at Madrid,
on Thursday, the 31st day of May. The streets were crowded with
spectators in a state of great hilarity when the Royal procession
left the Church on its return journey to the Palace. It appears it
had not proceeded far when a startling event turned the scene of
joy and delight into one of terror and sadness. A bomb was
thrown from one of the upper storeys of a house and lighted not
far from the Royal carriage. The Royal pair had a marvellous
escape, but not less than a hundred persons, a number of whom
were killed, suffered severe injuries. The young King and Queen
were under the necessity of leaving their carriage, the Queen's
dress and shoes, it is recorded, being deeply stained with blood.
The act of the Anarchist in this tragedy cannot be viewed with
anything but horror and disapprobation, but it would evince
great blindness if we were to fail to recognise the over-ruling hand
of God in the matter. As for the poor King of Spain, he is what



!I8 The Free Presbyterian Magazine.

-he has been, an unenlightened Papist from his childhood, and no
special guilt attaches to him in connection with this alliance, but
his bride-we say it with sorrow and shame-has been guilty of a
vile act of apostacy from the faith of the gospel, and we are not
surprised that blood and carnage should have defaced and
blighted the glory of her marriage day. "The tower of Siloam"
is not applicable in the present case, for the sin is great and
conspicuous. The degradation of Princess Ena in her new
alliance was further exhibited in her attendance, along with the
King, at a grand bull fight on the following Saturday-a horrid
relic of barbarism-which shows how much the Roman Church
has done for the Spanish people.

<tburcb 1RoteB.
Communions.-Bea~ and Raasay, first Sabbath of month;

Tain, Lochcarron, and Moy, second j Rogart, Halkirk, and
Daviot, third; Dingwall, first Sabbath of August.

Meeting of Synod.-The half-yearly meeting of Synod will
(God willing) be held in Inverness Church, on Tuesday, the 3rd
day of July. The Moderator (Rev. D. Beaton) will preach at 12
noon.

Donations from Australia to Foreign Mission Fund.
The Treasurer acknowledges, with cordial thanks, the following
donations to Foreign Mission Fund, received per Rev. WaIter Scott,
Brushgrove, Clarence River, New South Wales :-Collections by
Brushgrove-Grafton Congregation of Free Presbyterian Church;
years 1905-1906, £16 12S. 6d. j by Woodford Dale Mission
Sabbath School, years 1905-I906, £5 3s. Id.; Donation from
S. Porter, Esq, Pitnacree House, East Maitland, N.S.W., £ L

In total (deducting 4S. 7d. for Bank Draft), £22 lIS. Our
Church is much indebted to Mr. Scott, who. takes a warm and
sympathetic interest in its testimony, and has publicly commended
to his people the interests of our Foreign Mission field.

The Southern Presbytery and Religious Education by
the State.-The following resolution has been forwarded by the
Southern Presbytery to the Prime Minister and Mr. Augustine
Birrell, Minister of Education :-

"This Presbytery, following with much interest the discussion
in the House of Commons of the English Education Bill, considers
it to be the duty of the British Government to place the Bible in
the hands of every child educated under State control, approves
of simple Bible teaching in our national schools, believing that God's
Word will accomplish that which He pleases, and expresses its
earnest hope that the Government will vindicate its right, conferred
by the mandate of Protestant parents, to give to God's Book,
which is the children's inalienable inheritance, a statutory place
in the Educational Code."



ube flDaga3ine.
Note to Subscribers.-We desire to call attention to the

fact that April was the close of the Magazz'ne year, and respectfully
urge that all who are due for the past year should also endeavour
to prepay for the year now begun. Those, for example, due 2/6,
should make an effort to send sj, which will save them some
expense ultimately, and will help also the interests of the Magazine.
All subscriptions to be sent to Rev. J. S. Sinclair, 248 Kenmure
Street, Pollokshields, Glasgow.

The late Mrs. Fraser, Glasgow.-Many friends through
out the Church will learn with sorrow the death of Mrs. Fraser,
39 Scott Street, Garnetbill, Glasgow, which took place on the
rrth June. The deceased, who was a daughter of the late
eminent catechist, Donald Duff, was much esteemed for her piety
and worth, and was widely known for her attachment to the
cause of Christ and truth. Much sympathy is felt for her family
in their great bereavement, one of her sons, Mr. Samuel Fraser,
being presently on a visit to Canada, in the company of the Rev.
Ewen Macqueen, the deputy to our mission there. We hope to
have a fuller notice in a future issue.

The Cana~ian Deputy.-We are thankful to say that the
Rev. Ewen Macqueen, the deputy to our Canadian Mission,
arrived safely at his destination, and is presently pursuing his
interesting labours in that part of the vineyard, where we hope an
abundant blessing is enjoyed.

The Churches' Commissioners.-The Commissioners have
allocated the Training Colleges to the United Free Church, subject
to the condition that should these Colleges be transferred to the
Committee of Council on \ducation, the morrey paid, if any, shall
be subject to the allocation of the Commissioners. The Colleges
referred to, of course, are the training colleges for teachers, and
not the theological colleges. The Commissioners further allocate
all real foreign mission property and funds formerly belonging to
the Free Church. The question of funds bequeathed generally
for foreign missions and not appropriated to any particular missi'on
is reserved.

Acknowledgments.-The Treasurer of the Dingwall Con
gregationbegs to acknowledge, with thanks, the following contri
butions received for Manse Building Fund :-Miss Urquhart,
Springfield, Resolis, 51; per Rev. D. MacFarlane, from James
Coats, jun., Esq., Paisley, cheque, value £5; Free Presbyteria"
Friends and others in Farr, Bettyhill, per Mr. John MacKay,
Swordly, £r r3/; Mr. Donald Livingstone, Milton Pier, Apple
cross, roj; J. B.F., Ballinluig, Perthshire, £ r. .
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