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THE Half-yearly Meeting of the Free Presbyterian Synod was
held in St. Jude's Hall, Glasgow, on Tuesday, the 13th day

of November. The Moderator (Rev. D. Beaton, Wick) preached,
at 12 noon, from Jeremiah iii. 14, 15, and thereafter constituted
the Synod with prayer. The roll was then made up and called,
and there were present :-From the Western Presbytery-Revs.
Alexander Macrae, Portree, and Donald Graham, Shieldaig,
ministers; with Mr. John Macdonald, Gairloch, elder. From the
Southern Pr6sbytery--Revs. Neil Camerbn, St. Jude's, and James
S. Sinclair, John Knox's, ministers; with Messrs.. Donald Kelly,
St. J ude's, and Benjamin Dawson, Kames, elders. From the
Northern Presbytery-Revs. John R. Mackay, Inverness, Donald
Beaton, 'Vick, and Ewen Macqueen, Bonar, ministers.

The Clerk (Rev. J. S. Sinclair) stated that he had a letter from
the Rev. John Robertson, expressing regret for absence from the
meeting of Synod owing to indisposition. The Moderator
expressed the hope of the court that Mr. Robertson would
soon be restored to health. Mr. Angus Fraser was appointed
officer of court. The minutes of last Synod were read and
approved of.

At this stage, the Moderator stated that his term of office had
expired, thanked the Synod for the kindness he had received
during the time he had held the chair, and intimated that it now
lay with the 'Synod to appoint his successor. Thereupon the
Rev. Neil Cameron moved, and the Rev. John R. Mackay
seconded, that the Rev. Ewen Macqueen, Bonar, be appointed
:Moderator. This was cordially agreed to. Mr. Macqueen
accepted office, thanked the Synod for the honour conferred upon
him, and expressed the hope of divine help in the discharge of his
important duties. It was thereafter moved, seconded, and agreed
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to,that all the members of Synod meet as a Cornmi:-..ee 0 Bills
and Overtures at 4.30 p.m. The court adjourned co m~: 4" iu
(God willing) at 6.30 p.m.

The meeting was closed with praise and prayer.
Second Sederunt.-The Synod resumed ao '

according to terms of adjournment, and "as co
~- Moderator (Rev. Ewen Macqueen) witb de.o:io exe:n::ses.

The sederunt was almost the same as a e forme:- 'e:. ~:' :he
addition of Messrs. Duncan Crawford, Oban, a.c' Jo·'" _-\.:..~c,

John Knox's, elders. The minutes of e ~.)::S :::::-<:::og
were read and approved of. Rev. John R. _IacL Y _ ,-::.. 2.::

Rev. Neil Cameron seconded, that the re iring ~IoCe:z:- e,.
D. Beaton) be asked to publish his sermon i e J".-:-rCJe.
This was agreed to.

The Clerk delivered the Report of the Commit:ee 0:) ~::.:1

Overtures as to order of business, which "as :> ro, 0::'
The first subject, according to order of atx)\e

"Remits from Presbyteries." The firs rew rea'
Southern Presbytery, as follows :-" The P esbpery .' - - :::t
Synod to take into serious considera 'on be necess:'~ ::::e
Canadian Mission field, and to send ou 0 j- as
conveniently can, an ordained missionary. The =
to defer the consideration of the subjec of
the deputy to Canada gave in his report. T'
from the Western Presbytery requesting the }Dad. (
of the appointment of Donald Ross as missio ry : - '
Lochmaddy, and to fix his salary; and (2)
appointment of Donald Murray, Tolsta, as t;ll' '0

and to fix his salary." Rev. A. Macrae pporr
moved that the Synod approve of the appoin rn
salary of Mr. Donald Murray to be £ I

expenses to be paid by the congregation' a d
of Mr. Donald Ross to be £ IO. Rev. ~ ,
and the motions were unanimously agreedo.

Rev. J. R. Mackay, in the absence of
Clunas), presented the half-yearly financi rn~ c..
that the Sustentation Fund and the Je'i\ish and Fa ;~

Fund were in a healthy condition, but tha orne -or. ~
put forth to increase the resources of he 0l1o:anLisario
Rev. Neil Carneron explained briefly the transfereoce 0:
from the Foreign Mission Fund to the 0 a
been made the occasion of an unjust and n ed f :-
the press, and showed that it was purely a tempo
to meet a necessity, and quite proper in the CirClllIlSt;ilDC:es.

stated that, at a meeting of the Finance Commi
was resolved to refund £20 this year-and a
according to ,report-and the other £30 next year.
show how baseless were the insinuations referred to.

The Rev. Ewen Macqueen, Moderator, now demi"ed e
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chair which was taken by the Rev. D. Beaton, and delivered his
Report as the Church's deputy last summer to the Canadian
_ fj- ion. The Report is published elsewhere, and will be read
with much interest. Rev. John R. Mackay moved that the Synod

ank Mr. Macqueen for his intensely interesting address on his
·si to Canada, and also recognise with gratitude the services

rendered by Mr. Samuel Fraser, who accompanied him. Mr.
~[ackay remarked that they all felt as much interest in the various
parts of the Canadian Mission as they did in their several
congregations at home. Rev. N eil Cameron seconded the
motion. Rev. A. Macrae stated that he had just received a
letter from Mr. George Forrest, Brucefield, in which he expressed
the hope that some had derived eternal benefit from the deputy's
recent labours in Canada. Mr. Iacrae also remarked that there
was no wavering among our people in Canada in their attachment
to the Church's position and testimony. The motion was heartily
agreed to.

Mr. Macqueen now presented the following Petition from the
Canadian Mission, which he su parted with some remarks :-

"To THE VENERABLE THE SYNOD OF THE FREE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, AT

GLASGOW CONSTITUTED.

"We, the undersigned Iilembers of the Session of the Ontario
Mission of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, humbly
pray you to send us, at your earliest convenience, an ordained
Missionary, who would be qualified to dispense ordinances and
to marry; or that we should be allowed to go on with a Call to
one of the Ministers.

" It is to be feared that, unless something approaching constant
service can be obtained, the Free Presbyterian Church in Ontario
will eventually die out, as death has already removed many of our
people, and many more of them have reached an age that leaves·
little hope of their remaining very long with us. And at the same
time there are so many inducements to entice our young people
to go to other churches, that, without a stated ministry, it seems
impossible to keep them from leaving the Free Presbyterian
Church. On the other hand, there is generally so good
attendance at the services when your deputy is with us, and
such interest apparent at such a time, as to make us confident
that, with constant supply of the ordinary means of grace, a
goodly number would cast in their lot with us in maintaining a
scriptural form ·of worship according to the standards of the Free
Presbyterian Church. And if the proposed union of the large
churches shall take place (which is not altogether unlikely), the
Free Presbyterian Church in Ontario might become a centre
which lovers of truth and pure worship may yet rally around.

"Our present condition is an urgent reason for asking for an
ordained Missionary or a settled Minister, as none of the stations
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have more than three Sabbath Servicds in a year. And his can
only be obtained by considerable loss of time and hard labo on
the part of the Minister, and extra expense on our part.

"Without enlarging further on the needs of the Mission, and
the circumstances in which we are placed-circumstances and
needs with which many of you are as well acquainted as "e are
ourselves-we simply close this Petition with pledging our:-e 'cs
to pay the Missionary a yearly stipend of One hundred and :or:)"
pounds (£140), payable half-yearly in advance, and also Ten
pounds (£10) for his passage out. And your humble Peti '0:1.0 5

shall ever pray.
EWEN MACQUEEN, lifoderator.

GEORGE FORREsT, ARCH IB..l,. LD. M'LE1SH, }jJf L
~em''''TS

DAVID M'KENZIE, WM. MENZIES, if-
t>

DANIEL CLARK, JOHN MORR1SON, S···
HUGH SCOTT, VVILLIA)! MATHESON, ess/on.

Rev. J. R. Mackay moved that the Canadian Mission be
sanctioned as a regular charge, so as to have power to call a
minister if they chose to do so. I The motion was seconded by
the Rev. A. Macrae, and agreed to. Rev. Neil Came on
supported the remit from the Southern Presbytery to the eoee
that meantime steps be taken to send out an ordained missionary,
and after some deliberation, it was unanimously decided tba a
Committee be appointed to correspond with the Canadian Miss'on,
with full powers to take any steps that might be requested in
connection with the calling of a minister or sending ou a
missionary; the Committee to consist of Revs. Neil Cameron,
J. R. Mackay, A. Macrae, and Ewen Macqueen, former deputies:
and Messrs. Neil Mackinnon, Duncan Crawford, and Angus
C1unas, elders; with the Rev. J. R. ~Iackay, convener. ~I1.

Mackay called attention to the fact that there were Free Presby
.terians in Manitoba, and said that it was desirable they should
be brought into direct relation with the Church, so that their
interests might be looked after, along with those of the On-ario
Mission. He hoped that some of them who should see his
report in the Magazine would communicate with the Clerk on
the subject.

The next topic was the Foreign Mission. Rev. Neil Cameron
said that he desired formally to report that he had recei,ed sums
amounting to £9 odds during the last twelve months or so, which
he had forwarded to the Treasurer. Some of these sums were for
translating the Psalms into metre in the Kaffir language, others for
Bibles, and others for the general support of the ~1ission. Rev.
J. R. Mackay stated that £3 3s. had been sent to 111. Radasi to
finish his house. He also referred to items of interest in Mr.
Radasi's letters, one of which appears in this issue, and, among
other things,! said that Chief Ngege's son was now staying with
Mr. Radasi.
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/
Under the head of" Competent Business," some arrangements

in connection with home missionaries were discussed and settled.
It was agreed on the motion of the Rev. Neil Cameron that the
congregations under the Rev. E. Macqueen get a missionary to
assist in supply at the usual salary.

The appointment of theological examiners was next taken up,
and on the motion of the Rev. J. R. Mackay, the Revs. Neil
Cameron and J. S. Sinclair were appointed to examine the
divinity students, about midsummer, in Church History and New
Testament Exegesis respectively.

The Clerk brought before the Synod the desirability of sending
to Parliament a resolution in favour of the abolition of the Indo
Chinese Opium Traffic. It was unanimously agreed that Mr.
Cameron and he act as a Committee in drawing up a: resolution
and forwarding it to the Prime Minister and others.

Rev. D. Beaton gave notice of a motion to the effect. that the
Synod meet only once a year instead of twice, as at present.

The Court adjourned, to meet again (God willing) on the
Tuesday after the first Sabbath of July, 19°7.

The meeting was closed with praise and prayer.

1Rotes of a Sermon.
PREACHED BY THE REV. DONALD BEATON, WICK,

As Retiring Moderator of Synod, in 81. Jude's Hall, Glasgow,

on the 13th November, 1906.

"Turn, 0 backsliding children, saith the Lord, (or I am married unto you;
and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to
Zion: And I will give you pastors according to mine heart which shall feed
you with knowledge and understanding."-Jeremiah iii. 14.15.

F
~OR the better understanding of the remarkable prophecies and

warnings we have recorded in this book, it is necessary that
we should recall the fact that the twelve tribes of Israel were now
divided into two kingdoms. When Rehoboam, the son of Solomon,
ascended the throne, Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, led the ten
tribes in revolt against the house of J udah and from that day
onwards the ten tribes were usually referred to as Israel or
Ephraim. But Jeroboam not only led the revolt of the ten tribes
and became King of Israel, but he set up idolatrous worship lest
when the ten tribes went up to Jerusalem to worship that they
would be influenced by their brethren to join with them. It was
a subtle and cunning' device, but it did its work admirably as far
as Jeroboam's wish was concerned j but the verdict of the Holy
Spirit on Jeroboam's conduct is that he made Israel to sin, and her
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idolatry became so great that the Lord gave her a bill of divorce
ment. This was intended to teach a solemn lesson to Judah, but
she, while outwardly professing to be true to the worship of the
God of Israel, was playing the part of a traitress, and the searcher
of hearts told the prophet that even the" backsliding Israel hath
justified herself more than treacherous J udah." Her treachery
lay in this that she appeared in the guise of a friend, but acted as
an enemy, for she had not turned with her whole heart, but
feignedly to the Lord. But great though Israel's sin had been,
that of J udah was greater still, because she was playing a hy 0

critical part, and to provoke J udah to godly jealousy the Lord
addresses Israel, inviting them to come back to Him-" Return
thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord," and He graciously pro
mises that He will not cause His anger to fall upon them, because
He is merciful and does not keep His anger for ever. Bu if
He on His side was to show mercy, He required of them an
acknowledgment of their iniquity. Then He gives Israel ana her
invitation accompanying it by gracious promises, "Return, 0
backsliding children, saith the Lord, for I am married unto you;
and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will
bring you to Zion: and I will give you pastors according to mine
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding."

In directing attention to those graci0us words let us consider :
L-The invitation to backsliding Israel;
Il.-The reason the Lord assigns for giving this invitation'
IlL-The promise accompanying the invitation.
I.-The invitation to backsliding Israel-" Return, 0 bac"

sliding children."
It is an invitation to a backsliding people-to a people \l'ho had

enjoyed great favours, and who had now turned their backs u on
the God of Israel. The sin of backsliding is a sin of peculiar
danger and subtlety. It begins in the heart though it aftemards
shows itself in outward actions. The peculiar form in which it
manifested itself in Israel was in idolatry. And were it no true
that Scripture testifies that the heart is deceitful above all hings,
and desperately wicked, and that experience confirms this declar
ation, it would seem a thing almost incredible that a people who
had been recipients of such wonderful favours should ever allow
themselves to go to such excess in idolatry as Israel did. The sin
of the children of Israel in setting up the golden calf tells that,
notwithstanding the feelings of awe with which they had heard
the thunderings of Sinai, they were prone to idolatry. And the
people that sang so loudly the praises of Jehovah by the shores of
the Red Sea, were now saying to the golden calf, "These be thy
gods, 0 Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of E~ypt."

And even Aaron when he saw it built an altar. The sin of Israel
in this matter is written with a pen of iron that coming generations
might never forget the awful danger of this sin. The Lord had
told them that no strange god was to be among them, ,neither
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were they to worship any strange god, but their wayward hearts
showed continual propensity to idolatry until at last the longsuffering
of the Lord had reached a limit beyond which He would not
allow them to go without severe chastisement. He gave them
unto their own heart's lust and they walked in their own counsels.
And as they wandered far from Him, He chides them in words
of infinite tenderness, "Oh that my people had hearkened unto
me, and Israel had walked in my ways! I should soon have
subdued their enemies, and turned my hand against their -adver
saries." Israel, now in the hour of their need, had forgotten that
the Lord had been their Rock, and they went to Assyria and Egypt
for help and looked to idols that were the work of men's hands.
The sin of backsliding may be almost imperceptible in its
beginnings, but gradually the deadening of the affections, the
cooling of the zeal that burned so vehemently to begin with, the
listless indifference in which spiritual exercises are engaged, may
tell all too plainly that the deadly canker has begun its work in
the soul. The first wrong step may appear a very trifling matter,
but if it is the first of a series that ends in the worship of the golden
calf or the painful experience of Christian in the Castle of Giant
Despair, then it is a matter of tremendous import to the believer.
One might argue at great length and with uncommon skill about
the dangerous step taken by Christian, but the good man at first
might tell you that there was no use of making too much of the
matter. But if you saw him in the Castle of Giant Despair, it
would need no argument to convince him then how dangerous
was the step that was the first in a series that led him further a£d
further from the King's highway. The heinousness of this sin is
seen in the heartfelt confession of sin that .follows when true
repentance is given to the backslider.

It is to be further observed that the Lord addresses Israel as
His children-backsliding children-but still children. The
covenant relationship in which they stood to Him gave them a
right to this honourable relationship. And the ingratitude of
children-':'the children which He brought up and nourished, but
who rebelled against Him is charged against them. He appeals
to heaven and earth against them. " Hear, 0 heavens, and give
ear, 0 earth, for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and
brought up children, and they have rebelled against me." It is to
these that He appeals and to wh0m He addresses the gracious
invitation, "Return."

To the penitent sinner it is a precious invitation and the
gracious words that accompany it are words that are fitted to
encourage. But what is really meant by returning to the Lord?
It is a turning in which there is acknowledgment of sin and con
fession of iniquity. It is such a returning as a repentant sinner
shows when under a "true sense of his sin and apprehension of
the mercy of God in Christ, doth with grief and hatred of his
sin turn from it unto God with full purpose of, and endeavour
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after new obedience." It is to be carefully observed that our
Shorter Catechism speaks of a true sense of sin-such a sense of
sin as the psalmist had when he said :-" Against Thee, Thee only
have I sinned and done this evil in Th~ sight." The psalmist's
sin may have caused a great deal of injury to his fellowmen, but
when it is brought home to him it is to God he goes as the Being
against whom he has sinned. But his confession does uot end
here, for he acknowledges his transgressions saying, "My sin is
ever before me." It was no general vague sense of sin that made
him make the confession, for his words reveal how conscious he
was of the particular sin-cc my sin is ever before me." And the
psalmist's sense of sin is further revealed by his willingness to
submit to the sentence of the God against whom he has sinned
"That thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, and
be clear when thou judgest." But accompanying such a
sense of sin in repentance unto life, there is an apprehension
of the mercy of God in Christ Jesus. Not in the meaning-

'less sense in which the world speaks of God being merciful,
but God revealed by the Holy Spirit as a sin-forgiving God.

.The remarkable definition given by the Westminster Divines, so
rich in its experience and careful statement of Scripture tru-h, is
worthy of our most serious attention, but time forbids us to dwell
longer on the exposition of its several statements. When I-rael's
day of repentance came the Lord Himself, who promised to heal
their backsliding and love them freely, fulfilled His gracious
promise, and the language of Israel then was, "Asshur shall no save
us; we will not ride upon horses; neither will we say any more 0

the work of our hands ye are our gods, for in Thee the fatherless
findeth mercy." Assyria (Asshur) and the help of horses from
Egypt and the idols to which they had looked in the day of their
calamity all had failed, and now they see how unbelieving he]
had been. Many a strange wandering the backslider mal have,
but it is a beautiful sight to see him returning weeping, and out of
a heart that has felt keenly the sin that has been commi ted,
making this wonderful confession-" In Thee the fatherles findeth
mercy." For the condition of a child of God that has backslidden
may well make him feel that he is fatherless. But in this invita
tion He reminds Israel of a covenant transaction, and this now •
brings us to the second point.

n.-The reason assigned for the invitation-cc for I am married
to you." The closest relationship that exists among men on earth
-the relationship of marriage-is often referred to in the Old -and
New Testament Scripture as the relationship which exists between
the Lord and His people. Under the figure of the marriage
covenant Israel is spoken of as married to the Lord, and her
unfaithfulness to Him is compared to adultery-spiritual whoredom.
This covenant which the Lord made .,with Israel in infinite
condescension implies as an essential element in its true fulfilment,
love to tRe Lord who entered into this relationship in His great
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mercy. And true love to God implies love to His commandments,
but Israel acted a feigned part, and while she many a time
professed much love, yet her heart went after her lovers. How
often she went to Assyria and Egypt and yhe heathen nations from
which. she was too ready to learn their ways, and worship their
gods! Those who are married to the Lord should never forg~t

that it is required of them that they love the Lord. But this
covenant relationship requires for its true fulfilment not only love,
but obedience. The Lord is the head of His church, and the
members of that church owe Him implicit obedience - an
obedience that makes for the highest interests and eternal well
being of the individual. It is the new obedience of which the
Shorter Catechism speaks, and is one of the signs of repentance
unto life. It shows itself in an inward purpose of heart, accom
panied by an outward endeavour; and this new obedience will
seek conformity to His holy will as revealed in the Word of God, and
the more this is realised the more submissive the believer will be.

It is further implied in the relationship in which the Lord stood
to Israel, that she wopld be faithful to Him. But this is the
testimony of the Lord concerning her:-" Surely as. a wife
treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt
treacherously with me, 0 house of Israel." Israel's infidelity to
her God became at last so outrageous that He gave her a bill of
divorce, and she became then the prey of the heathen nations,
after whose gods she lusted. When she saw idols of wood and
stone, she bowed down to them and served them, and forgot the
Lord God who was her husband. And in Israel's spiritual
whoredoms and treachery we have a picture of the human heart.
How powerful are the influences alluring us to the .worship of our
idols, and· how treacherous are our hearts! And though every
believer knows, in a more or less degree, that fidelity is required
of him, how often has he to lament that his idolatries are the cause of
his dispeace, and that the Lord has justly been displeased with him. ;

It remains now for us to consider :-
IlL-The gracious promises accompanying the invitation-" I

will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and bring you to
Zion; and I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which
shall feed you with knqwledge and understanding." Israel's sin
was exceedingly great, but the Lord's mercy was abundantly
sufficient to cover their transgressions when they returned to Him.
They had been scattered as a punishment for their idolatries, but
now He promises them that though there be but one of them in a
city He will bring them back from the land of captivity; and with ~

weeping and supplications will they come, showing the genuineness
of their repentance. Their case may have appeared hopeless, but
when the Spirit of the God of Israel hegan to work in the hearts
of the captives it moved them to tears, and they returned to Him
with supplications, saying: "Behold, we come unto Thee; for
Thou art the Lord our God." And the Lord was to bring .them
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to Zion-the Zion which they loved so well; for in the land of
captivity, where they hung their harps upon the willow trees, they
gave expression to the feelings of their hearts: "If I forget thee,
o Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not
remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if

. I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy." They went away
from Zion and the worship of the God of Israel, but they were
brought weeping as they came; and how pleasant would the
tabernacles of His grace be to the people that came back from
captivity to Zion, the city of their holy solemnities. There is
nothing impossible with the Lord when He begins to work. His
Holy Spirit is omnipotent, and He can change our idolatrous
hearts and make us fear the Lord God, and to weep for our sins in
departing from Him. But the Lord is not only to bring Israel
back; He is to provide pastors after His heart to teach them
knowledge and understanding. Their teacher.s formerly had been
treacherous; and between lying prophets and priests who were chief
in the trespass, it would have been a miracle if the people had
not been led astray. It may suit some to say that if a church has
sound principles that is the main thing; but there is no use hiding
from ourselves that one of the greatest curses God sends upon a
church is to give treacherous persons for her teachers, as, on the
other hand, one of His greatest blessings is to send pastors after His
heart who shall feed the people with knowledge and understanding.
Who can tell what an inestimable blessing Christ has conferred
upon a congregation when He gives a pastor after His own heart
one jealous for the honour and glory of the God of Israel; one
who will sanctify the Lord God in his own heart, and before
the people to whom he ministers. Happy, indeed, are those
his servants who hear from his lips the words of wisdom that
will build up the saints and edify the Church of God. To such
as these, who are ·in the secret presence of the Most High, they
will bear the impress of the responsibility they feel as they plead
with their fellowmen to be reconciled to God throu~h Christ.
Others may allow themselves t@ trifle with matters that affect the
eternal destinies of their fellow-sinners, but they lay to heart the
words of the ap::>stle, "Moreover, it is required in stewards that a
man be found faithful." These pastors after God's heart were to
feed the captives, who had returned, with knowledge and under
standing. And the beginning of all true knowledge is the fear of
the Lord. And however 'useful human knowledge may be in its
own sphere, the true pastor after God's heart will be desirous,
above all things, that his people be taught the fear of the Lord,
which is the beginning of heavenly knowledge. And he will
further teach them that to depart from evil is understanding.
These instructions, accompanied by the Holy Spirit, will make
them that will not be unfruitful. Thrice happy are the people to
whom God has given pastors after His heart, who are feeding
them with knowledge and understanding. It is such a provision
as this that will make His saints shout aloud for joy.
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'[be Memoirs or Spiritual 18J:erciaesof
J8liaabetb \Meat.

(WRITTEN BY HER ow~ HAND.)

(Continued from page 265;)

THERE were two things that distressed me mightily in this dark
and confused condition. First, that my case was singular.

I conversed with none that could sympathize with me, for it was of
such a nature that I could not name it; though at this time I was
in society with some that were eminently godly. We met once a
week for prayer, and I cannot but say it as in the sight of God,
that we never met but I got something of the goodness of God
displayed to me; so that I found tbat promise made out to my
experience, Exodus xx. 24, "Wherever my name is recorded, I
will be there." My comrades thinking I was so well dealt with,
they never pitied me, ail me what like. .

0, this was afflicting to me ! For I thought I was nothing but
an hypocrite, because I was so helped in public and so distracted
in secret; for by reason of this I wanted the sympathy of others,
and so was left to wrestle with my difficulties alone. Yet there
were two things that supported me in this lonely condition. First,
that word, Isaiah xliii., "I have trodden the wine-press alone"
where I saw that Christ was the only one that could sympathize
with lonely cases. I got some sweet meditations from this
scripture. The second thing that supported me was a similitude
I got concerning my liberty in prayer with others, and my being
so straitened when alone. I thought it was like a married couple
-a good husband and an ill wife. Now the husband, seeing
many faults in his wife, could not but chide her when alone, but
yet the entire love he had to her made him hide her faults when
they were in company with others; so that all their quarrels were
kept betwixt themselves, and not made known abroad. 0, is not
this a wonderful piece of kindness in the Lord Jesus, to con
descend so far to hide the infirmities of His people! 0, what a
love I saw in that word, Ezek. xvi., "And I spread my skirt over
thee, and thou becamest mine, saith the Lord God." Sweet were
the meditations I got from this. 0, but the Lord was con
descending to me. at this time! And if it had not been so I
could not have been supported under the consideration of the
singularity of my condition; for there was no eye to pity me.

But there was a second thing that proved more perplexing and
trying than any thing ever I met with before; and that was, the
promises seemed to be perfectly contradicted by the providence
of God, which mightily increased both unbelief and atheism to
such a degree that it is not convenient for me to record it. Now,
to be particular, what these things were which so wrested by faith,
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and.seemed to contradIct the promises. The first was my father's
conversion, for which I thought I got ground to believe from
Psalm lxxxviii., "Wilt thou show wonders to the dead?" I Cor.
xv. 58, "Your labour is not in vain in the Lord"; Isaiah liii. 10,

"The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand." Notwith
standing of these promises, I could see nothing like a fulfilling of
them, for his conversation was the same as before. Oh! oh! it
is not possible to record what grievous hours I have had upon his
account, crying to the Lord to make out His own promises. The
second was my growth in sanctification, for which I got many
sweet promises to ground my faith upon. Alas! to this day
I find corruptions grow stronger and grace weaker. 0, then
as atheism and un belief upbraided me and racked me, as it
were, upon a wheel with the promises, casting them up in my
teeth, especially these -" This is the will of God, even your
sanctification. Sin shall not have dominion over you. I will,
be thou clean. I will write my law in your heart, and ye shall
never depart from me." But where is the out-making of them?
said the enemy. Surely they have been but delusions. This
distressed me extremely; because I found the body of sin so
strong in me, which sometimes sent me to the throne of grace
with these words in my mouth, "0, wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" The third
thing was-I had to wrestle with the dark exercise I mentioned
before. Notwithstanding I had gotten many confirmations that it
was from the Lord, from the promises, yet providence so contra
dicted the promises that it was almost impossible for me to believe
it. 0, but my enemies grew strong, and got me under their feet
as a captive·slave; and all that I could do was to cry, "Wherefore
should the heathen say, Where is your God? Let him be made
known to them." There were three scriptures haunted me. First,
"The trial of your faith is much more precious than of gold."
The second, " And blessed is she that believeth, for there shall be
a performance of these things that were told her of the Lord."
The third, "Though the vision tarry, yet it shall speak and not
lie." But, alas! faith and patience were almost worn out with
me. Faith and sense fell a-fighting together, but sense seemed
always to be victor.

But 0, what reason have I to bless the Lord, who kept me
about His hand in the way of duty, so that my enemies got not
all 'their will of me! Though it was often my fear that I would
give up with duty altogether, yet at this time I enjo;,ed more near
and sweet communion with God than ever all my days before,
both in prayer and meditation.

This one thing I have to observe-that the nearer access I got,
the stronger were my assaults on the back of it; so that sometimes
I would be, as it were, all broken in pieces, even after I had been
in a nook of heaven. Then it was that I got a thorn in the flesh,
a messenger of Satan to buffet me.
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There were two books I found great satisfaction in reading of
them: Mr. Andrew Gray, on the precious promises, and Mr.
Wedderburn, on the covenant, especially on these words,
"Although he make it not to grow." I thought I saw much of
God's mind to me in these books, concerning the dealing of the
performances of the promises; but the greatest satisfaction I found
was from the Word, the Holy Scriptures, where I got light, life,
and direction, and where I saw it was the Lord's ordinary way
with His people, that, after they received the promise, a storm of
providence seemed to contradict and clash against it. How
encouraging was it to me to look to Abraham, Joseph, David,
Jeremiah, and Habakkuk, and see how their faith was tried!
These were my conversants and correspondents in these dark
exercises of mine, and many sweet lessons I got from them,
especially from these three scriptures-" Wait on the Lord; do
not fret; for he will deliver your feet out of the net. I waited
patiently on the Lord, and at le'ngth he heard my cry. Delight
thyself also in the Lord, and he will give thee the desire of thine
heart." Sweet was the meditation I got from these; from all
which I saw that it was my duty to wait patiently by faith, and
the Lord in His own time would let me see an accomplishment
of all the promises from that word, "He is faithful who hath
promised, and is able also to perform." Now, on the back of all
these things, when Satan saw that he had gained but small ground
on me by his temptations to atheism and unbelief, he brought a
new temptation to my door, which did me more mischief thanany
before; and that was self-conceit and vain-glory! 0, that
abominable thing, self! What name shall I give it? It is a
great deceiver; it is a God-dishonouring and a soul-destroying
thing. I shall tell you how it came to deceive me. In the
meantime that the Lord was loading me with extraordinary
manifestations of Himself, then it would come and run in my
ears, Your diligence and pains and religion had procured these
things to you; ye deserve commendation indeed. And with such
language as this it haunted me from duty to duty, so that I could
never be quit of it: go where I would, it haunted me like a ghost.
I also found a party in my heart which joined with it. Then I
thought, This cannot be one of the spots of God's children, for
their end in everything is to glorify God; but all that I do is to
seek honour and praise to myself. Then these words came to me,
Zech. vii. 5, "When ye fasted and prayed, and did other duties,
did ye it to m~, yea, even to me?" Where I saw, that whatsoever
duties we go about, if self-ends be the spur that puts us on to
them, they are abhorred of by God, and we shall reap no advantage
by them. Then was I afraid lest all the duties I had performed
should receive no other stamp but self-seeking. This was very
distressing to me to think that as yet I had never done anything
for the glory and honour of God, nor had I any hope ever to do
it; for I found that thing-self-so much glued to my nature, that
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it was almost impossible to get it crucified. I truly think it is onc
of the most difficult parts in religion to get self-conceit cast out,
and God's glory put in room of it.

I was one day reading on Mr. Samuel Rutherford's letters, where
I found him have this expression, "0, self, self! that woful thing,
self! it will not be satisfied unless it ride side for side with Christ."
This was a little comforting to me, that any other of God's people
had been in this case beside myself; and I also found Mr. John
Knox, in his life and death, was strongly tempted with it, even on
his death-bed. And oftentimes Mr. James Kirkton had this
expression in the pulpit, of self, "That dead dog, self; it is as
easy to pull the marrow out of our bones, as to pull self out of our
hearts." But what did all things avail me as long as I cannot get
it put to the door, as I was persuaded they had done? All the
encouragement I had, on reflecting on these worthies, was even
such as it would be to a man'that had broken his leg in such a
place, and one comes and tells him, I know several others that
broke their's in the same place. Oh, one would think that this
was but small comfort to the poor man. 0, but says another, I
can tell you of an excellent physician that restored them perfectly
whole, and if you employ Him, He will do the same to you, for I
can tell you His name and surname, and where He dwells. Then
did I betake myself to that blessed physician, the Lord Jesus
Christ. 0, that He would deliver me from that woful distemper
of self-seeking, and that He would dedicate and devote me to
glorify Him in everything whatsoever, both in spir-itual and
temporal things! I must say, as in the sight of God, there was
nothing I longed so much for as to be enabled to obey this
command, I John ii. 6, "Walk flven so as he walked."

As I was one day meditating what sort of temptations Christ
was tempted with in His life, and what His carriage was concern
ing them, I saw He had strong temptations from Satan (Matt. iv.)
of very grievous natures; but He overcame them. So this is very
encouraging for His people to make application to Him when they
are tempted with. temptations of the same nature. But where He
met with any temptations to this, I could never find; this put me
a little to a stand; but, when I had inquired more diligently, I
found that Christ frequently expressed Himself thus, "I seek -not
mine own honour, but the honour of him that sent me." And in
Romans xv. 3, it is said, "And even Christ pleased not himself."°this noble and excellent pattern of self-denial! to Him I made
application, that the same mind might be in me that was in Him.
Now the Lord was at much pains with me (I must acknowledge)
to win me out of myself, though, alas, I have made but little pro
gress in it as yet, by holding forth the heinous nature of this sin
and the unreasonableness of it, from many examples in natural
thin~s; but above all, He took these gifts and attainments from
me, that occasioned the growth of this sin; and I was threatened
to be set naked and bare, as in the day that I was born. Then,
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let me be as painful and diligent as I would, yet could I not bring
back one of these again, no more than I could pull the stars out
of the firmament; so then events prove that self is a great deceiver,
and that my soul knoweth right well.

After this, I fell under an extraordinary deadness, so that I could
apply myself to .nothing; duties were a very burden to me, and
that because I found not the Lord in them. And I thought the
Lord had casten me off altogether, and that I was departed from
Him by a perpetual backsliding, notwithstanding of the promises
on which I was made to hope, "I will never leave you nor forsake
you; and you shall" n"ever depart from me."

In this dark case, I wandered from duty to duty; sometimes
with some little hope, and sometimes swallowed up with doubts;
but this increased my trouble the more, nobody pitied me, nor
would believe the evil case I was in, which truly made me think I
was nothing but an hypocrite, and that I was deceiving everybody
that knew me; for they thought'me to be that which I was not.

I remember that, when I had been complaining to my comrades
of my ill case, they oftentimes chided me for so doing, saying, it
ill became me so to do; and what the better was I of complaining
to them? And with such words as these they would command
me to silence. Then would I reply to them, What needs you
upbraid me for telling you the truth? The Lord knows I cannot
help it; but He that knows all things, knows that it was not my
ordinary custom; for I was always ready to communicate the Lord's
gracious dealings to my soul, when He was pleased to" bestow them
on me, and had a far greater pleasure in so doing, than in com
plaining. But what person, having a broken leg, or a pain in the
head, or a sore arm, will not be crying, 0 my leg! or, 0 my head!
o my arm! though none could help them? For it is even an
ease to the mind to complain when there is 'cause for it. But,
what shall I say? When no eye could pity me, then the Lord was
not awanting to me: Christ is a true friend indeed, for He is
always a friend in time of need. One day, as I was making ready
to meet my comrades in a place where we met weekly for prayer,
before I went, that word was made to me, "Can a woman forget
her sucking child? yea, she may; yea, she can; but I will never
forget thee, saith the Lord God of hosts."

o then, as my heart rejoiced in the Lord, hoping that the Lord
would disappoint me of my fears! for I thought that I had run so
far out of the way of the Lord, that there was never any went so
far back, that ever was once in His way. But His way with me is
all wonders. 0 that I could so record them, as God might get
the glory of all; and that I might take shame and confusion of
face to myself; and that others that hear of these things, might
fall in l.ove with Christ and holiness!

Upon 3rd April, r698,
It being Sabbath Morning.

I -had upon my spirit the impression of apostatizing, and turning
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out of God's way, and what dreadful consequences it had brought
upon me; so that I was as it were, in hell upon earth, what one
thing, what other. I went to secret prayer, where I cried for an
answer to these petitions, "0 that I knew where I might find
him! Turn me, 0 Lord, and I shall be turned."

When I came to the public ordinance in the College-kirk,
where that servant of Christ, Mr. John Moncrief, preached on
James iv. 8, "Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you,"
he observed, that sin had made all.mankind at a great distance
fro'm God; and that even the godly were at a great distance from
Him by reason of sin. He pressed this duty on all of us, to draw
near to God, assuring us, that God would draw near to the soul
that was seeking Him; and, it being a little before the sacrament
he cried out, Who knows but God hath sent His word to call back
some straying prodigal to Himself? Then, thought I, that is me,
for I have been straying this long time. I must confess this was
a day of power in·deed; and the minister was made to speak as
briefly to my case as if I had conversed with hitll. 0 such a
sweet day! where all the graces of the Spirit were ~ut in exercise
again, and I made willing to close with Christ on His own terms.

When I came home, I began to inquire what might be the
reason or end why the Lord suffered me to get so far out of the
way, I being one of His own children whom He has promised to
keep? In answer to this inquiry, I saw these four reasons: First,
It was to let me see the great difference betwixt the way of sin,
and the way of godliness.

Now the way of godliness was pointed out to me in these three
particulars-First, It is a way of holiness. 2ndly, A way of faith.
3rdly, A way of duty. And so long as I walked in these ways, I
found much pleasure and satisfaction, much comfort and delight.
By my wandering out of these ways into the ways of sin, led me in
among so many pits and snares, mosses and mires, where I found
nothing but confusion and discontentment, and was many times
made with the Psalmist to cry, "I sink in deep mire, where there
is no standing." 0 the great difference betwixt the way of godli
ness and the way of sin! The one is strewed with joy, the other
with continual sorrow.

2ndly, It was to let me see, that though I would wander out of
the way, yet I had neither strength nor power of mine own to turn
myself into the right way again; it must be the strength of another,
even Jesus, that I must lean to. Then did I see the insufficiency
of my own righteousness, though indeed I never found a harder
piece in religion than to be denied to it. I truly think it is the
only step that the most flourishing hypocrites never attained to,
the getting out of self-righteousness, and to take the righteousness
of Christ only, for justification and acceptance before God. 3rdly,
It was to let me see, that when the Lord had a mind to come with
a visit to a soul, nothing can hinder Him, no not their former
miscarriages. His love is free, and wonderful surprising; He
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comes leaping over mountains, and skipping over the hills of
provocations. 4thly, It was to let me see, that a walking with God
in His own way was more difficult than to find God. I saw many
things in my nature that were apt to lead me away from God, even
after I had found Him. This bred in my heart a strong and
vehement desire after the Spirit of God to lead me and to
keep me in His own way. I thought this would be the only
helper meet for me indeed, to teach me how to perform every
duty, how to read the word, how to hear it preached so as to profit
by it, to pray, to meditate, to fight, to employ Christ, to know God,
to make a clean house for Christ to dwell in, to throw idols to the
door, to converse with heaven, to walk on earth. 0 the advant
age I saw in having the Spirit for my guide! I thought I could
have been denied of any thing but this, to have the Spirit of God
to dwell within me, of this I .l;ould not take a nay-say.

Then were these three scriptures borne in upon me-First, "I
will send the Comforter to you, even the Holy Spirit, who will
teach you all things." 2ndly," Neither will he deny his Holy
Spirit to them that ask it of him." 3rdly," Blessed are they that
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled."
That gave me ground to believe that my desire should be granted.

This was great encouragement for me to renew my covenant
engagements at the sacrament of the Lord's supper, which
accordingly I did, in the College Kirk, April 24, at the seventh
table, where Mr. William Moncrief served. There were these
three or four requests I had to present before the Lord, which
my heart longed mightily for: the first was, A living in the Spirit:
to have an my spiritual senses as really in motion in the spirit as
in the flesh, 2ndly, To be clothed in the Spirit with the robes of
sincerity, humility, self-denial, zeal for the interest of Christ, love
to all His ways. 3rdly, To be walking in the Spirit, as our blessed
pattern the Lord Jesus Christ did, in holiness, faith, and patience,
still eyeing God's glory in everything. 4thly, That I might be a
member of His body, to have a real feeling with all Zion's
children, in whatsoever case they were. 0 how often did I put
up this petition, Either make me faithful and fruitful, or cut me
down; for why should I cumber the ground? These were my
requests, as in the sight of God, and this day I engaged myself to
be the Lord's. Written and subscribed by me, .

ELISABETH WEST.
(To be Continued.)

The Atonement and the Gospel Call.-If God places me successively
on two mountain summits-the glorious mountain-top of a real, definite,
perfect, and efficacious Atonement, and the mountain-top of the glorious
universal Gospel call; and if they seem to be divided from each other by a
gorge unfathomable, and in which I can trace no path of transition from the
one to the other, I will not look down lest my brain becomes dizzy, I will look
up-I will look up unto the hills, from whence cometh mine aid.-HUGH
MILLER, D.D. (Extracted (rom Ms speeclt at the General Assembly, 1871.)

23
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'[be 3eBuitB.
A SKETCH OF THEIR HISTORY AND PRINCIPLES.

(Continued trom page 256.)

W E return to the history of the counter-Reformation, and of
Jesuit activity in connection therewith. There were three

men whom the Jesuits found supremely serviceable to them at this
crisis. These were Philip 11. of Spain, Henry n. of France, and
Ferdinand n. of Bohemia. They were all bigoted Roman
Catholics, and the last of therq is said to have ta -en a solemn
vow before the altar that, at whatever cost, he would re-establish
the Roman Catholic religion throughout his estates. Bu e
designs of the Jesuits had not always the effect they an ici -eo.
It was through William the Silent, who, up to this time, had oc
declared himself a Protestant, coming to learn from Henry 11.
that there was a treaty formed between himself and Philip n., 0

exterminate, by fire and sword, all Protestants in Spain, France,
and the Netherlands, that William espoused the Protestant cause;
and the result was that Holland was lost, not only to the Roman
Catholic Church, but also to the King of Spain. French arms
sent to assist the Roman Catholic party in Scotland, Spanish
forces (say, the Armada of 1588) sent to subdue England to the
See of Rome, resulted only in making the people of Great Britain
more sturdily Protestant than otherwise they might possibly have
proved. In Ireland, however, J eSllit intrigue proved the apparently
endless ruin of that unhappy country. Not content with the
spiritual subjugation of Ireland, the Jesuits, with only too great
success, have ever aimed at the separation of Roman Catholic
Ireland from Protestant Britain. At their door must be laid the
responsibility not only of the long spiritual darkness of that nation
but also much of the blood which, through rebellion after rebellion,
was shed in that land. Let me refer, in illustration, to the great
rebellion of 1641, a rebellion which it took a Cromwell to quell.
In connection with this rebellion, Mr. Waiter Walsh (Protestant
D£ct£onary, p. 329) quotes Con Q'Mahony, an Irish Jesui , "ho,
in the year 1645, wrote from Portugal to the follo"ing effect:
"My dear Irish, go on and perfect the work of your liberty and
defence, which is so happily begun by you j and kill all the
heretics, and all that do assist and defend them. You have in
the space of four or five years-that is, between the year 1641 and
the year 1645, wherein I write this-killed 15°,000 heretics, as
your enemies do acknowledge j neither do you deny it. And for
my own part, as I verily believe that you have killed more of
them, so I would to God you had killed them all." Will anyone
say after that that Cromwell's Ironsides were not urgently needed
in Ireland at the time? There ought to be no question that
Ireland's discontent at the present moment is, above all things,
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due to the aim of the Jesuits to have the Church of Rome
supreme there in Church and State. Pity it is that our rulers
should be duped by them!

Germany became in the long run at least preponderatingly
Protestant. But it cost that country, for thirty years, one of the
bloodiest wars in history in order to retain its Protestantism.
There can be no question that the intention of the Papists was,
failing the conversion, the extermination of the Protestants of
Germany. Ferdinand, already referred to, by whom hostilities
were commenced, was a pupil of the Jesuits, and a fanatical
enemy of Protestantism.

Up to 24th August, 1572, lit was questionable whether the
Protestant party, known in France as Huguenots, or the Roman
Catholic party were to have ultimate ascendancy in that country.
But on that memorable night, when there were between five and
six thousand Huguenots slaughtered in cold blood in Paris alone,
the ascendancy of the Roman Catholic party was assured. In the·
course of a few days twenty-five thousand more Huguenots were
similarly slaughtered throughout the French cities. Protestantism
was never again in France what it was before St. Bartholomew's
Day. " As soon as the news was received in Rome the cannons
of St. Angelo were fired, a solemn Te Deum was sung, and the
Pope struck a medal, bearing on the one side his own portrait,
and on the other a picture rudely representing the massacre."
(Schaff-Herzog.) The Huguenots were influential enough to obtain
the passing of the Edict of Nantes in their favour in the year
1598. By this edict, while they were by no means granted equal
rights with Roman Catholics, they were secured freedom of
conscience. This edict was revoked in 1685, and if 17th
October, 1685, did not prove as disastrous to the Huguenots as
did 24th August, 1572, it was not because the Jesuits had not so
intended it. There is extant a letter from Father Lachaise,
Jesuit Confessor to Louis XIV. of France, by whom the Edict of
Nantes was revoked, written to Father Peters, Jesuit Confessor to
King James n. of England, which proves that, had it not been
for the timely and intrepid action of the Prince of Conde, 17th
October, 1685, w~ld have proved a second St. Bartholomew.
As it was, over30o,ooo Huguenots, including the most industrious
and thrifty part of the French population, fled to foreign lands.
It is only a wonder that Protestantism has at all survived in
France.

The only noteworthy person in the Greek Church who showed
sympathy with the Reformation was Cyril Lucas, Patriarch of
Constantinople (born, 1558; died, 1638). He wished to reform
the Greek Church along Calvinistic lines. His end was to be
strangled, by order of the Sultan, and his body thrown into the
Bosphorus. Both Schaff and Lindsay assert that the Jesuits
stirred up the Turks to perpetrate this foul deed.

When we charge the Jesuits with being responsible for the

--- ----------------
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bloodshed in Europe in connection with the counter-reformation
movement as for much else beside, we don't mean to assert that
when we have spoken the word" Jesuit," all the elements that con
tributed to these troubles have been fully explained. All we assert
is, that the Jesuits were at the root of all this shedding of blood, and
that all this blood-shedding was the natural outcome of the principles
they held, and of the means they used to further Church interests.
Dr. Littledale, one of the best...authorities on the subject, although
himself a Ritualist, has said, "The Jesuits alone rolled back the .-
tide of Protestant advance when that half of Europe which had
not already shaken off its allegiance to the papacy was threatening
to do so, and the whole honours of the counter-reformation are
theirs singly." And the verdict of Dr. Dollinger, the brave and
erudite leader of the old Catholics in r870, deserves much con
sideration-" I know," he said, llefore his excommunication, "tha
the persistent endeavour to realise this [Jesuit] theory of a kingdom
of the world, has cost Europe rivers of blood."

The counter-reformation movement may be said to have closed
with the rise of Cromwell to power. From his time on to the end
of the r8th century, the influence of the Jesuits was on the wane.
To begin with, Pascal was made, under the hand of God, a
powerful instrument for their chastisement. Jesuit theology has all
along been Pelagian or semi-Pelagian. Now, notwithstanding he
exodus of the most Christian portion of the Western Church from
the Church of Rome in the great reform movement of the r6th
century, there were still in the r 7th century, in the Roman Catholic
Church, theologians holding Augustinian sentiments. Jansen,
bishop ofYpres, was one of these. He died in r638, and his great
work Augustinus appeared shortly after his death. The J esui s as
Pelagians or semi-Pelagians felt that by this book they were
themselves condemned. On that account they set about its COD

demnation, and in r653 the reading of Augustinus was by a Papal
censure condemned. The nunnery of Port Royal (Paris) had
associated with it at this time several capable theologians in
thorough sympathy with Jansen. They took the view tha the
Pope had been taken by surprise by the Jesuits, and wen on
maintaining. that Jansen was after all quite orthodox. On this
account nothing less than the entire demolition of Port Royal would
satisfy Jesuit revenge. In the end they were successfu~ but the
effort to put down Port Royal cost them a good deal, for it was
this that called forth Pascal's famous Provincial Letters in which
the morally corrupt maxims of the Jesuits are exposed with a keen
satire which for skill and power is, perhaps, unequalled in literature.
Pascal's letters cut the Jesuits to the quick, and in one sense there
is truth in the saying that they never recovered from this blow.
Pascal's ideas-such was his genius-have percolated through
society, and are accountable, there is reason to think, in larger
measure than is generally supposed for the tolerably correct idea
which people in general attach to the word, Jesuit. Towards·the
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rnd of the 16th century, Pope Gregory XIII. licensed the Jesuits to
engage in commerce. That in the end, too, turned to their
discomfiture. About the middle of the 18th century, F. Lavalette,
the Jesuit administrator of Martinique, failed for 2,{00,000 francs,
and ruined some French commercial houses of note. Ricci, the
Jesuit General, for the time being, repudiated the debt, and
appealed to the Parliam'ent of Paris. The consequence was that
the Constitution of the Society was thoroughly investigated, with
the result that the France of that time was filled with indignation
against the Jesuits, and in 17.67 the Order was expelled from the
Kingdom of France. A decree suppressing the Society in every
part of his dominions was in the same year passed by Charles Ill.
of Spain. It is said that nearly 6000 priests were deported from
Spain in that year and were landed in Italy. This indignation
against the Jesuits became so contagious in the Latin countries,
that shortly after the accession of Clement XIV. to the Popedom
(1769), France, Portugal and Sicily, presented a note to the Pope
demanding the suppression of the Society. This demand could
not be refused, and although, as is said, the Pope knew that it
would cost him his life, the Soeiety was suppressed by the Pope
on the 21st July, 1773. Nothing more strongly condemnatory of
the Jesuits has ever been written than the brief Dominus ac
Redemptor by which they were suppressed. The Pope declares
that his "dearly beloved sons in Christ, the Kings of France,
Portugal, and Sicily, found themselves reduced to the necessity of
expelling and driving from their states, kingdoms, and provinces,
these very companions of Jesus, persuaded that there remained no
other remedy to so great evils; and that this step was necessary in
order to prevent the Christians from rising one against another,
and from massacring each other in the very bosom of our common
mother, the Holy Church." In the following year Clement XIV.
died, and, to put it mildly, many distinguished Roman Catholics
thought his death was the penalty of his opposition to the Jesuits.
At this time the Jesuits assumed in some places, where the Pope's
word was law, other names than that of their own order, and thus
escaped detection. In large numbers they moved on to Russia
and Prussia, regions in which the Pope's word was not of equal
consequence, Russia, however, found it necessary to expel them
from the whole empire in 1820, and their expulsion by decree of
the German Parliament, 19th June, 1872, rendered their Society
illegal in Germany until, sad to say, that decree was revoked by
Germany three years ago. There is scarcely a country in Europe
but, for its own peace, has found it necessary time and again to
pass laws to suppress the Jesuit order. But, somehow, they man
age to outlive these laws.

In 1814, Pope Pius VII. revoked the brief whereby Clement
XIV. had suppressed the Order, and at the same time restored the
Jesuits to corporate legal existence within the Church of Rome.
Since that time it may be said that, whatsoever disappointments
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they have met with along other lines, they have met with nothing
but success in their endeavour to make the whole Roman Catholic
Church their tool. It is not quite accurate to identify, in every
case, Roman Catholics with Jesuits, but it is not too much to say,
that the essence of Roman Catholicism is now J esuitism. It is
also true that J esuitism represents the true spirit of Roman
Catholicism from its b'eginnings. The man of sin-of whose
appearance within the bosom of the professing Church, believers
were warned by the Apostle Paul C~ Thess. ii.), came to full
stature on 18th July, 1870, when the dogma of the infallibility of
the Pope became a fundamental article of belief inthe Church of
Rome. This, as well as the dogma of the immaculate conception
of the Virgin, which Pius IX. decreed in r854, was altogether due
to Jesuit craft and power. But that mystery of iniquity whereby
this man of sin" exalteth himself above all that is called God, so
that he a's God, sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that
he is God" had been long working itself to assertion within the
Roman Catholic Church. It was in the interests of it that so
many decretals were in the dark ages forged with the intentions
of establishing Papal supremacy. On this ultramontane concep
tion the Jesuits set their heart from the first. Laynez, who
succeeded Loyala in the generalship, was one of the leading men
in the Council of Trent, and he is reported to have there con
tended for Papal infallibility, and to 'have demanded the reference
of all questions of reform to the sole decision of the Pope. As an
incidental proof of the continuity through the centuries of the aims
of theJesuits, it interested me recently in looking over the Diary
of Alexander Brodie of Brodie, to find him recording in the year
1662, being then in London, "that he heard that some Jesuits
had put out the thesis that the Pope in catlzedra could not err, and
there was answer given against it by some Papists." And when,
in 1870, the dogma of Papal infallibility became a fundamental
statute in the Church of Rome, and the Jesuits, in respect of the
Church of Rome, realised the aim of centuries, Lord Acton,
reputed to have been a man of great learning, but one who not
having the courage of Dollinger, died but a short time since in
the Roman Church, could with truth write as he did from Rome
in that same year-Cl Their Order is now, really and in the fullest
sense, the Vrim and Thummim and breastplate of the High Priest
-the Pope, who can only then issue an oracular utterance when
he has consulted the breastplate, the Jesuit Order." It has thus
come about that" the Jesuits "-1 quote Neatby in his useful
Programme of the Jesuits-" give the law to the 2 30 million souls
that render allegiance to the See of Rome."

A word about contemporary J esuitism. The recent action of
France in throwing off the Papal yoke, makes one think that the
time when the nations which had once supported this spiritual
Babylon should" eat her flesh" has already come. Spain bids
fair to follow the example of France. But the picture is not all so



A Letter of the late Captain Ross, Wick. 303

pleasing. In the German Reichstag, or Parliament, the extreme
Roman Catholic party occupy a position something like that often
occupied by the Irish party in the British Parliament-they hold
the balance of power. The German Emperor has large schemes
of his own which he is anxious to carry, but which he cannot carry
without the help of'this clerical party. He appears at the present
time ready to buy the Roman Catholic vote at any cost. Hence
the significance ()f the recent legalising of Jesuits in Germany.
Hence, also, the significance of the recent appointment of Wernz,
a German Professor of the same University as Marianus de Luca,
already referred to, to the generalship of the Jesuit Order. An article
by Robert Dell, an English Roman Catholic, in the October number
of the Fortnightly Review, shows what reasons thoughtful men
have for fearing that, by way of revenge on France, Jesuit intrigue
will involve Germany in a second war with it, and not with France
alone this time.

I have already extended this paper to such a length that I
refrain from alluding to contemporary J esuitism in Great Britain,
in the United States, and - in Canada, although the subject is
extremely important. My design has been to urge our readers to
prayer, that the Lamb, who is in the midst of the throne, may
exercise His great power, and overcome those our enemies. " He
is the Lord of lords, and King of kings, and they that are with
him are called, and chosen, and faithful."

J. R. M.

B 1Letter of tbe late <taptain 1Ro55, \roliek.

T HIS consolatory letter was written by Captain Ross from
Stettin in Germany to a worthy woman (now deceased) in

Thurso, on the death of her godly husband-Mr. Robert M'Beath,
merchant:-

STETTIN, September, 1869.
My DEAR MRS. M'BEATH,

It is with regret I have heard of the death of your
dear husband. I did not think when I saw him last that his time
was to be so short. What a changeable and fleeting world we are
in, with many anxieties, troubles, and cares! And before we can
get ourselves right settled in it, we have to leave it.

How many of our fellow-creatures are flying on the wings of
vanity, and cannot understand where they are, or what they are
doing, till they fall headlong to perdition! What cause of thank
fulness have the few whom the Lord set His mind on, for His
own glory and for their salvation, to praise His name for His
works of wonder done unto the sons of men! And even the
same few, how full of ignorance, darkness, unbelief, and hardness
of heart they are, and every sin in our nature they are prone unto.
But one thing, sin is not their delight; and they have another
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principle-they have a desire after holiness of mind and nature,
but cannot obtain their desire, as sin winds in and through and
about their souls, so that it will be their cry, "How can such a
sinful creature be fitted for communion with angels, besides
communion with sJch as the Holy One? Heaven is above the
level of such creatures." It is only when they get a view of Him
who left His own glory and came so low as to take our_ nature,
that He might raise our nature as high as Himself, that they can
see how He can raise them up from such a miserable state, and
set such poor ones on thrones of glory.

\,. For my part, I cannot understand the mysterious blessing that
is to be enjoyed in time by those who are made one spirit with
Christ, and then made one body by union here. Paul calls it a
great mystery; and wh~n there is such great mystery in the union,
there is something great in the separation of such creatures that
we who are so short-sighted cannot understand. But although
there is something that is grievous in it, there is more that is
joyous, as there is rejoicing in the grief, and comfort in the
mourning, and a view of the vanity of time in the mourning, and
it may be a seeking of the image of the Saviour in the mourning,
and a view of the mind of the Lord in the mourning, and a

. message from King Jesus in the mourning. As King David used
to send servants at the death of kings to comfort them who were
left b~hind, so that would be the surest and best way for you to
get comfort-that messengers would come from spiritual David,
as he can speak to your case and speak to your heart with love
and kindness, for it is in His mouth the law of kindness is.

Kind regards to Christina. I cannot sympathise with you as I
would wish. As long as your dear husband was with you, you
had a full town and a full house, but now your mind will be more
after him, and I believe after all them, now away, in whom you
had delight since your young days. ROBERT Ross.

The Awakening of Spain.-According to the Heraldo,
the Government Bill regarding the religious congregations includes
the following principles :-No religious order will be permitted to
establish itself without the authorisation of the Cortes. The State
will support any member of a congregation who may wish to
renounce his vows. Minors cannot be members of congregations.
The Minister will have the power to withdraw the authorisation of
any congregation which may infringe public morality or order.
All associations of which the members are foreigners, or the
directors are resident abroad, will be dissolved. The authorities
will be able to interfere to prevent the confinement of monks or
nuns in monastaries when necessary, with or without the authorisa
tion of ecclesiastical authority. The congregations will not be
allowed to possess property other than what is necessary to the
objects for which they exist. Severe penalties will be exacted for
any infringement of the regulations.

-
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1Report of Wisit to \tana~ian mission.
By THE REV. EWE~ MACQUEEN, BONAR, SYNOD'S DEPUTY.

FATHERS AND BRETHREN,

As you are aware, we left the Broomielaw, Glasgow, by the
T.S.S. "Caledonia," on Saturday, the 19th day of May. In using
the personal pronoun in the plural number, I include Mr. Samuel
Fraser, 39 Scott Street, who accompanied me. Mr. Fraser offered
to travel with me, and paid his own passage, and I shall not forget
his kindness and services to me, Things went on smoothly until
we came to the North of Ireland, when the sea and the boat shewed
signs to some of us that their motion was stronger than our nerves.

'- However, I can say of my experience on the Atlantic that I
suffered more on the little Minch in five minutes than I suffered
during the week's time we spent in our journey to the new-world.
As we cleared away from the head of Ireland, things were pretty
monotonous, as our floating township of about 1800 souls was
propelled along. The only thing that diverted our attention was
a struggle between Russians and Irishmen. They began a tug of
war. The Russians being too strong for the Irish, it put up the
Irish blood, and the latter were for fighting it out. These,
although similar in respect of the corruption of their nature, were
dissimilar in speech. The Russians were unwilling, however, to
fight, and the way in which they expressed their disapproval was
to put up tl!eir two hands crying out, "Bursh, Bursh." In the
end they were separated by one of the officers. The next thing
that diverted our attention was a three-masted schooner, which, as
we thought, was shewing a flag of distress. On bearing down upon
her we found that she was deserted of her crew, and allowed to
drift along before the wind and waves, with nothing but a stump
of the foremast carrying two little sails, the other mast being
broken a little above the deck. Although not very spiritual in my
mind, she presented to me a very lively picture of the lapsed race
of our fallen progenitor. We are like her, drifted along on the ocean
of time, by our lusts and the enemy of our souls, to be broken
at last on the rocks of the wrath of God, if Christ, the life of His
people, will not come to rescue us. The next thing to be noticed
is that as we were drawing near the banks of Newfoundland, we
experienced a cold which soon made us button our coats. We
were ignorant of the fact that this was the place where icebergs
are wont to roll. But the sailors, who knew the place better, were
aware of what occasioned this difference in temperature. They
kept taking the temperature of the water every half-hour, until at
last, in the distant horizon, we beheld a grey speck which proved
at length to be a huge iceberg. This iceberg, according to the
computation of the sailors, was about 150 feet high and about 200

feet long. As we drew near it, it got cold indeed, and it reminded
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me of the fact that this is the way we are, for as the Spirit of the
Lord draws near us, we are almost freezing the Spirit away, so that ,
He might, say of us, "Oh, how cold!" As we left it behind, we
were glad at heart that we were putting a dis;:ance between our
selves and that frozen stranger which had so surprised us. As we
went to our berths on the Friday night, we sighted a steamer
heaving in sight from the south, and when we were retiring for the
night she was opposite our berth windows, We cherished the
idea that before the morning would dawn she would leave us a
long way behind, but on awakening next morning we found
that she was exactly still opposite our ports. This race between
us brought out what is in human nature, each wanting to be first;
still it proved beneficial to us as in this way we were the first to
gain the pilot, a circumstance which enabled us to get opposite
Sandyhook by 12 noon (Saturday). This Sandyhook is so called
from the sandy nature of the soil, and the hook-like appearance it
here assumes.

As we sailed up the Hudson and beheld the Yankee prowling
pleasure boats, and the towering sky-scrapers, we could not but under
stand that the American must be a man at once active and ingenious.
We were landed at New York about 3.30 p.m. on Saturday, where
we had to undergo a searching examination from Customs' officers.
After passing without difficulty through this ordeal, we drove to an
hotel, as we knew no other place wherein to rest over the Sabbath.
Americans are wont to run down the kind of weather we have in
this country, so that I was led to think that we should get little
rain in ~ew York. But, as we got up on the Sabbath morning,
we beheld a dark cloud in the east, no bigger than a man's hand,
as the prophet speaks. In about two hours the sky was overcast,
and then lightning began; and such lightning as I had never seen
the like. After the lightning, thunder, then wind and rain.
These came down-not in the way we were wont to see it, but as
if bucketfuls should be thrown down from heaven. From this
experience I understood one passage of the word of God as I
never understood it before-I mean those words: "I will pour
water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground."
On Monday, unaccompanied by my companion, I proceeded south
to Princeton, with the primary intention of visiting a relative.
While there I called to see one whom I took at once as being an
humble Christian and an eminent divine, Professor Benjamin
B. Warfield. I may say about him that during my stay in the
\Vestern Continent, as, indeed, also since my return home, he has
been often before my mind. I returned that same evening to
New York, and next morning we left New York by the New York
Central Railway for our destination in Canada. As we steamed
along the banks of the Hudson, the scenery was truly grand. It
reminded me of some of the finest parts of our Highland scenery.
We arrived at Buffalo at four p.m., and through our own inactivity,
and the difficulty of getting our Scotch money changed into
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current American coin, we lost the connection for Canada that
evening. We were thus under the necessity of staying in Buffalo
over-night. We, however, got a suitable connection for our
destination next morning, and we were thu9, in the kind
providence of God, brought to Seaforth at one p.m. on Wednes
day. At Seaforth there met us a dear young friend-Mr. D. A.
Matheson-who conveyed us to Egmondville, to the house of
Mr. Daniel Clark, who, along with Mr. George Forrest-who was
also in Mr. Clark's house waiting to welcome us-cheered our
hearts, as did the brethren who met the apostle at Appii Forum
and the Three Taverns. After partaking of the good things
produced by the Canadian soil at Mr. Clark's house, we left in
the evening by the stage-coach for Brucefield. There we stayed
for two days under Mr. Forrest's hospitable roof. On Friday
afternoon we left Brucefield for East Williams, where it was
appointed us first to seek to break the bread of life to our
fellow-sinners in Canada. We resided here with Mr. Hugh D.
Ross, where we met with the amplest kindness. We stayed in
East Williams for three Sabbaths, and during those days visited
the most of the families connected with us. I was cheered to
find how ready our people there were to ask that the Word of God
should be read with them in their respective houses. On the first
Sabbath, to an encouraging congregation, we preached Gaelic
once and English twice. The second Sabhath was Communion
Sabbath tlere, and the ordinary services-as among ourselves
in connection with the Communion were observed. We had also
district meetings in Lobo, West Williams, and Lochaber, which
were well attended. The Sabbath following the Communion was
our last in East Williams, and on Tuesday we left, having the
feeling that whilst among our people here our own soul had been
refreshed, and now that we were parting, possibly never to meet
again here below, we could not but feel like the Ephesian elders
-sorrowing most that we should not likely see them any more.
On Tuesday after this last Sabbath at East Williams we returned
to our kind friends at Brucefield. Next Friday we left Bruce
field for Kincardine, accompanied by Mr. Clark. At Kincardine
there met us Messrs. Hugh Graham and Hugh Mackenzie,
by the latter of whom we were driven out, in the evening, to
the house of Mr. John Cameron at North Lyne, who kindly
received us and hospitably entertained us, as, indeed, he has
heen doing towards all our deputies. We remained for two
Sabbaths in this district, but did not administer the Com
munion. At the Sabbath Morning Services a goodly number
of Lochalsh people attended at North Lyne, and we found it
easy to address a large and attentive congregation. At the
evening services, with fewer of our people, and with a mixed
gathering representative of several denominations, I sometimes
felt more like a lion-tamer than a man that would be declaring
the glad tidings of great joy.' We had, while here, the privilege of
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visiting Mr. John Morrison, a native of Scourie, in Sutherland
shire, who is now for sometime afflicted with blindness, but whose
intelligent and pious conversation as well as warm affectionate
manner were a source of true comfort to us. Here also, we
visited a certain widow Madeod, a native of Assynt, who has been
for many years confined to bed with rheumatism. I rarely any
where met with a warmer Christian woman than Mrs. Madeod.
We had a meeting in the house'ofMrs. MacVean, at Tiverton, and
another fairly well·attended meeting at the house of Mr. Hugh
Mackenzie, Kincardine, after our second Sabbath in the North
Lyne. The second, third, and fourth Sabbaths of July were spent
in Lochalsh. Here we resided with Mr. William Matheson,
whose kindness towards us was not surpassed by any that met us.
All the services were very well attended, and as at East Williams,
the second was observed as a Communion Sabbath. Here we
performed the only baptisms-those of two children-administered
by us in Canada. The people appeared intelligent, and listened
most attentively to the word preached. I may say that while here
I was impressed with the necessity of the Free Presbyterian
Church doing what it could to maintain its existence in Canada, on
account of the levity of much of the ordinary ministry there. For

.• example, on the Friday of our Communion at Lochalsh, there was
a garden party in connection with the erection of a Presbyterian
Church there. I was credibly informed that at this party whereat
four or five ministers were present, the time was occupied, among
other things, with the singing of what they call old country
songs, such as-and I mention the words for no other purpose
than to make my meaning plain-" The girl I left behind me,"
-and similar vain songs.

Our next station was Brucefield, where we stayed two Sabbaths,
administering the Communion on the second of those Sabbaths.
This was the smallest gathering numerically of all; but, especially
at the Communion Services, Brucefield was visited by so many of
the Lord's people from our several stations in Canada, that, so far
as we might judge, what was lacking to us in numbers, was made
up by the presence of Him who promised that where He was
there His people should be. Here we had the last parting with
the most of our dear friends beyond the sea, and on Monday
evening, as they left for their respective abodes, we could not but
feel what a privilege it had been to have met with a people whose
hearts were warmed by the love of Christ.

From Brucefield we came via Egmondville and Stratford to
Newton. At Stratford we visited a friend of our cause there
one Mr. Robertson, a native of north Perthshire. He had had a
great desire to be present at the Communion in Brucefield, but
we were sorry to find that his bodily weakness had rendered this
impossible to him. At Newton we stayed for two Sabbaths,
and were hospitably entertained at the house of Mr. Phineas,
Macdonald. The Communion was not administered here, neither
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did we hold week-day services among them, as in the interval
between the two Sabbaths I went as far as Coldwater, near the
Georgian Bay, to visit relatives. The services here-although the
congregation has been shattered by divisions, as I suppose you
know-were well attended. And although some of them may
have considered me austere in manner, I cannot but wish them
well here and hereafter.

Now, as we look back on the time spent' in this Mission, we
cannot but acknowledge that it was good for us to have been
there-although we were made in the midst of our labours to
stand still and· to know that the Lord is God, by the fact that
while here we received, by cablegram, the intelligence first of the
removal of my friend Mr. Fraser's dear and worthy mother, a
mother in Israel, and afterwards of my own dear and youngest
infant child-still, with fears within, and troubles without, we were
supported by the Lord. I shall not venture to say what He may
have been pleased to perform through our weak endeavours, but
this I can say, that my tongue was not made to cleave to the roof
of my mouth while addressing them, nor did I feel the Word
coming back upon myself. I hope that He who promised that
His Word would not return to Him void, may be pleased to
wat€r it, and give it increase. With many of them I would
desire to be in eternity. There wer;' I may add, five Com
municants in all who came forward to the Lord's Table for the
first time.

And now that our services were over, we felt a little like the
Psalmist when he said, "Oh, that I like a dove had wings," and
we should soon have been in our dear native land. Our friends
wished us to visit Niagara, but we felt a cry louder than the noise
of its majestic waters, proceeding from our congregations at home,
and our dear bereaved families. There being, however, ample
time ere we could get our steamer at New York, we did visit
Niagara. It was indeed 'a sight, as this volume of the waters of
a great river poured over a perpendicular precipice of about 150
feet, but to me it but suggested the reflection that this is the way
in which poor sinners are carried by the current of their lusts, over
the precipice of the wrath 'of God, into the bottomless pit, if not
prevented betimes by Christ.

On our return journey, we spent two nights in New York, in the
house of kind friends from Canada, Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie.
These were extending a kind invitation to future deputies who
might visit Canada by New York. On the forenoon of Saturday,
25th August, we sailed from New York for Glasgow, where, on the
3rd of September, we safely arrived, feeling ourselves deeper
debtors to God for His grace and providence than when, three
months before, we had left our homes. We shall always have a
kindly remembrance of our obligations to Messrs. Gordon and
Macdonald, chief and second stewards of the T.S.S. "Caledonia,"
for they did all in their power to make us comfortable.
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3ntereating 'JLetter from 1Re\). 30bn :f13. 1Rat>a5i.
THE following letter was received on 22nd October by the

Rev. John R. Mackay, M.A., Inverness:-
Clo NATIVE COMMISSIONER, BEMBESI,

MATABELELAND, z6tlz September, 1906.

My DEAR MR. MACKAY,
I was very glad to get your kind and welcome letter

of 24th July. I am always delighted when l' get a letter from one
of our ministers. I have also received the cheque for £53 IOS.

-£45 to pay for Cape cart and harness. The Cape cart and
harness cost £44 3s. You will thank the Synod for me. I
thank you also for the £5 you sent for my own personal use, and
for the £3 10S. for the kitchen. I am still getting the Magazine
regularly, and read it with great interest.

I am still kept v~ry busy preaching and teaching. I also keep
a night school in my room for a few young men who are working
during the day, besides the day school, which is held in the
Church. I promised some time ago to give a Bible each to those
who have persevered in school, and have learned to read their
Bibles fairly well. I find that five can read their Bibles fairly
well; and so I have given them their Bibles, and told them that
they must read them to their parents at home too. They were
very glad to get them. As regards the Sabbath Services, we have
first a Morning Prayer Meeting and then two Preaching Services
in the morning and afternoon; and then I have begun a Bible
Class for those young men who have learned to read their Bibles.
We began to read from the first chapter of Genesis. We have
also a Prayer Meeting on Wednesday morning. No Evening
Services are kept at present, as the people are scattered, and some
of them have to walk from seven to nine miles in order to come
to the Services on the Sabbath day.

Last month two Makalanga young men came to our Mission at
Bembesi from Tegwand, which is about one hundred miles from
Bembesi. They were anxious to stay in the Mission. They said
that they had heard that there was a Missionalyat Bembesi; they
had come to learn from the Missionary; and they would. go back
and teach their own Makalanga people. I told them that they
could stay in the Mission and learn, but that they would have to
build their own hut to live in, and that they would have to find
their own food. They brought with them two bags of maize, but
one was lost in the train and only one arrived, although two are
put in the way-bill. The men came by passenger train and their
bags were to be sent by goods train. They have begun to build
their hut. Their names are :Malatse Wali and Coblsane Wali
two brothers.

I would like you to get me a book of medicine like yours-the
one that describes the diseases, and tells what medicine to get. It
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gives a description of all the diseases, and how to treat them. I
am sorry I did not take a year or two in medicine when I was in
Scotland. All the Missionaries here have some knowledge of
medicine, which is of great help to the natives in their Mission
stations. The principal tropical disease here is fever. To some
it begins with a headache, and then bleeding by the nose and
mouth continuously for a day or two. That is the most dangerous
kind. To others by the swelling of the feet and legs. The fever
here does not seem to be infectious, as I have visited several
fever-stricken people, and read the Bible and prayed for them,
but am thankful to say that, through the mercy of God, I am still
kept free from fever.

Pray for me that the Lord may give me grace and strength to
discharge faithfully all the duties that I may be called upon to do.

With kindest regards to all the friends in Inverness and to your
people at home.-Your sincere friend,

_ J~)HN B. RADASI.

P.S.-Please thank the Synod for increase of salary.

In another brief letter Mr. Radasi conveys the interesting
tidings that he intends (God willing) to get married in the month
of December. The young lady and her parents belong to Cape
Colony, but they are now living in Rhodesia. He states that his
intended wife is to all appearance" a godly girl," and that" her
parents are also godly people, especially her father." Mr. Radasi
asks the pray.ers of friends in regard to this important step, a
request which will, no doubt, be readily responded to. It will be the
earnest prayer of all who desire his true welfare and the prosperity
of the work of Christ entrusted to him in that dark country, that
the Lord will abundantly bless him and his prospective partner in
life, and make them useful in His vineyard.

\tbe late ~oltn Macken3tet <Batrlocb.

COLIN MACKENZIE, 4 South Erradale, Gairloch, aged forty
nine years, died on 29th March last. He spent many years

in the south, lived without God and without hope in the world,
culpably neglectful of the things of eternity; but the Spirit of the
Most High strove with him at times. At length failing health
compelled him to return to his native parish, and for a period of
nine years he was confined to bed, suffering very severe pains-so
severe at times that he himself was afraid he would lose his
reason.

It was apparent to those who knew him intimately that his
trouble proved a spiritual blessing to him. He once mentioned
with much solemnity and pathos that he had often, day and night,
suffered from such excruciating pains that he was afraid he would
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be deprived of his reason, yet that that was but a trifle compared
to the smallest part of a grain of the wrath of God on the
conscience for a single moment. His very countenance bespoke

. the reality of what he said. He often referred with pleasure to a
visit paid him by the Rev. D. Macfarlane, Dingwall, then' of
Raasay, and the late Rev. D. MacDonald, Shieldaig. When not
completely prostrate with sickness and pain, he read much, and
confessed the benefit his soul received therefrom. The things of
·eternity seemed to bulk much in his conversation.

The foJrowing are extracts from letters written by him to (I) a
sister, (2) a friend, and (3) an acquaintance.

(I) Sister-
28th December, 1900.

As the New Year IS fast approaching us, I write a lipe to wish
you all a happy one when it comes. May it be a year of blessings,
both temporal and spiritual; and may we all be of one mind in
praising God for His goodness to us during the year that is about
to pass away, -and ask His grace to guide us in all things during
the coming year, should God spare us to see it.

As to my own case, I am glad I am a little better than I have
been for some time past, but I can't get out of bed, so I must
wait God's time. He has promised to make all things new, so I
must be a new creature in Chris~ Jesus, or cast away eternally,
for there is not one half inch of goodness in me that would
recommend me to a holy God, so I must plead the efficacy of the
blood and its power to save to the uttermost. Oh, that
He would create in us that wonderful love that casteth out
slavish fear and selfishness; and create in our hearts that holy fear
of God that would over-rule every other power within us, to pray
more earnestly for ourselves and for the salvation of others; and
it is Himself alone that can give us the increase. "These things
have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of
God, that ye may know that ye have etemallife." (I John vi. 13·)

18th March, 1903.

During the whole winter I had sorrow upon sorrow, and
altogether out of tune for writing. It was pain in my head I
complained most; but the God that comforts His people and
those that are cast down, comforted me by sending relief and ease
from the severe pain I suffered. It takes a hot furnace to purge
me before I can be made anything like gold or silver (Malachi
iii. 3), for there is nothing but dross and corruption. In the
midst of all my trouble I had the anchor of my soul cast on the
Rock that the storms of time and tribulation can never move.
Nevertheless, because of the weakness of the links of the chain of
my faith, I was afraid it would break, and my poor soul would
have broken on the rocks. But if we put our trust in God, He
will not let us be tempted above that which we are able to bear.



(z) A Friend-

(3) An Acquaintance-

The late Colin Mackenzie, Gairloch.

"In the world ye shall have trihulation," &c. All the promises
are precious to His own, more especially the comforting words
spoken by our Lord Himself when He was on earth. " How
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation, which at first
began to be spoken by the Lord." Don't forget to bring
your boys and girls to the throne of grace. I believe my deceased
mother did remember us at the throne, and I hope that, in some
measure, her prayers may be answered. May God grant us the
spirit of prayer, for they that worship Him must do it in spirit and
in truth. Amen.

May the God of love increase our love to Himself, and to our
fellow-creatures as ourselves, is the earnest prayer of your im
prisoned brother.

'29th December, 1903.

If we abide in Him and continue faithful to the end, the victory
will be sure, and the glory that shall be revealed shall be enough
to compensate for all the bitter trials and sufferings of., the present
time.

30th April, 1903.

I received your letter a few weeks ago. Thank you very much
for the words of comfort and consolation it contained. We need
all the help we can give 'each other in so important a matter as
life eternal, as the seed of that life must be planted in our hearts
here below, and bring forth fruit through eternity. That word
eternity makes me tremble between hope and fear to think of a
state that never ends. Happy are they who have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

There is much need for prayer and supplication to God that our
poor west coast should not be forsaken. I am glad to
say I am not worse myself. The Lord is good to me. He has
been with me in six troubles, and in the seventh I hope He will
not leave me. .

8tl, January, 1905.

My cup of temporal blessings runneth over. I cannot help
expressing my gratitude that you would remember a poor guilty
prisoner like me.

Though I am a prisoner of God's kind providence, yet I praise
His thrice holy name that my bitter cup is mixed with His loving
kindness; and He not only bestows upon me of His liberal
bounty, but in a wonderful way permits me to enjoy a fair share
of the good things of this life.

A few weeks ago I was very much depressed and low in spirit,
but now my hope seems to have revived a bit, and my confidence
in God renewed. Yet I must confess I make little, if any,
progress on the way to Zion. I find myoid enemy-the carnal
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mind-is still alive, and at tilJles makes me cry out in despair of
ever reaching that city of refuge. Oh, that my Redeemer would
suffer me to crawl at His feet, and eat of the crumbs that fall off
His table j and as a poor worm would find refuge under a stone,
so would my:soul find a place of refuge under His wings. Then
I would have confidence that He would not crush me, because
He will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax.

Pardon me for talking, in my own illiterate way, of things too
wonderful for me, of which I know so little. It would become
me best to repent not only of myoId sins, but of every-day
thought, word, and deed, and come again and again to be washed
in the fountain open for sin and uncleanness.

The praying people, particularly in that part of the parish in
which Colin Mackenzie resided, miss him much. May Jehovah
build up Zion ! D. M'K.

30mra"b \Bbotrtb--H 3 tbt"b ta" a feoU."

T HA gnothuichean cho iongantach a' gabhail aite aig an am so
anns an Fhraing agus anns a Spain, co-cheangailte ris air

Eaglais Phapanach, agus gu bheil e iomchuidh gu'n abramaid
focal mu'n deighinn. Anns a bhliadhna 1701 sgriobh an t-Urr.
R. Fleming, briathran a dh'fhaddar eadar theangachadh mar so:
" Tha mi a' saoilsinn thaobh a choigeamh soitheach (Taisb. xvi.
10), a tha gu bhi air a thaomadh air righ-chaithir an fhiadh
bheathaich, no air na rioghachdan 'tha 'an ceangal ris a Chaithir
Easbuig Romanach, -gu'r docha gu'n toisich a' bhreitheanas so
mu'n bhliadna 1794, agus gun criochnaich e mu'n bhliadhna,
1848." 'Nis ciod e am bonn a bha aig an duine dhiadhaidh
so gu bhi aig an am ud a'tighinn gu'n bithidean sud de cho
dhunaidhean a thaobh nithean 'bha gu tighinn gu crich uine
cho fada an deigh a latha fhein? Gheibh sinn ann an leabhar
an Taisbeanaidh (xi. 2, 3 j xii. 14), gu'n robh e air innseadh
o shean, gu'n " saltradh na Cinnich am baile naomh re
dha mhios, agus dha fhichead j" agus gu'n "deanamh dithis
fhiannisean Dhe faidheadaireachd re mile agus da cheud agus tri
fichead la, eudaichte ann an saic eudach j" agus mar an ceudna
gu'n "d'thugadh do'n mhnaoi da sgeith iolaire moire, chum gu'n
rachadh i air itealaich leo do'n fhasach, chum a h-ionaid fein j far
am bheil i air a h-altrum re aimsir, agus aimsirean agus leth-aimsir,
o aghaidh na nathrach." 'Nis ma ghabhas sinn "aimsir agus
aimsir ean agus leth-aimsir," mar bhliadhna, agus da bhliadhna
agus leth-bhliadhna, no mar thri bliadhna gu leth, tha e soilleir
gu'r h-e an t-aon aimsir a tha ann an tri bliadhna gu leth, agus ann
an da fhichead agus da mhios, agus ann an mile agus da cheud
agus tri fichead la. 'Nis ann am faidhdearachd tha la a' seasamh
air son bliadhna, ionnus agus gu bheil e ri thuigsinn gu'n lObh na
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Cinnicb, a reir leabhar an Taisbeanaidb, gus am baile naomh a
shaltradh fo'n cosaibh, re mile agus da cheud agus tri fichead
bliadhna. Leis na Cinnich, thuig Mr. Fleming, mar thuig moran
'roimb, an eaglais Phapanach, agus thainig e mar sin gu co-dhun
adh gu'm bitheadh mile agus da cbeud agus tri fichead bliadhna
o'n am anns an do dheirich an Pap gus an am anns an toisicheadh
an Tighearn air 'doirteadh dhe soithichean 'fheirge air a righ
cbaitbir. Bha e 'na cheisd uime sin ciod b'i a bhliadhna o'm
feumtadh toiseachadh air cunntadb. Bba ceisd eile a tbaobh an
aireimh de lathaichean a tha ann am bliadbna, ann an leabhar na
faidhdeireachd so. An e tri cheud agus tri ficheadh, no, an e tri
cheud agus tri fichead agus cuig, mar as cunnanta dhuinn bliadha
a mheas? 'Nis tha e ri an aire a thoirt dba, gu bheil e air fhaicinn
ann an geallaidhean no bagraidhean air Tigbearna, a tbaobh am
bheil aimsir araidh air ainmeachadh mar so, gu'm bheil gu tric air
gealladh no am bagradh air a sgaoileadh a mach ionnus. agus gu'm
bheil cordadh iongantach eadar focal na faidheadaireachd agus a
choimh-lionadh eadar an cunnta sinn bliadhna mar thri cheud
and tri fichead la, no mar a tha a' bhliadhna 'nar measg fhein 'na
tri cheud agus tri fichead agus cuig la. Toisicheamaid mar sin
air aireamh o'n bhliadhna 552, bliadhna anns an d'tbainig, mar
tha Mr. Fleming a' nochdadh,. am Pap gu airde mhor, agus ma
chuireas sinn 1260 bliadhna ris a bhliadhna 552, agus gu'm meas
sinn tri cheud agus tri fichead la gu gach bliadhna, bheir sin sinn
sios a dh'ionnsuidh na bliadhna 1794, a cheud bhliadhna mu'n
lObh Mr. Fleming a' labhairt. A ris, ma thoisicheas sinn air
aireamh o'n bhliadhna 606, bliadhna anns do ghabh a Phapanai
ceum mar eile air a h-aghaidh, d'ur 'fhuair am Pap an t-ainm sin,
'an 't-Easbuig 's mo 'th 'ann', agus ma chuireas sinn 1260 bliadhna
ris a sin, tha sin g'ar toirt a dh'ionnsuidh na bhiadhna 1848, an
dara bliadhna mu'n do labhair Mr. Fleming. Faodaidh sinn ann
an so an aire 'thoirt dha, mar an ceudna, ma ghabhas sinn
bliadhna mar 365 lathaichean, agus ma chuireas sil1n 126o
bliadhna, anns an t-seadh sin, ris a bhliadhna 606 gu bheil sin g'ar
toirt gus a bhliadhna 1868 no faisge air a bhliadhna 1870.

'Nis cha'n fhaca Mr. Fleming a bhliadbna 1794. Ach ciamar
a dh'eirich dha'n Phap anns a bhliadhna sin? Gu nadur a ni sin
a thuigsinn feumar 'chuimhneachadh aig am an Ath-Ieasachaidh
gu'n d' thug an Fhraing a neart gu mol' gu cumail suas na Papanas;
agus gu cur sios an Ath-leasachaidh. Mar a'dhearbhadh air sin,
faQdar ainmeachadh an so, gu'n mharbhadh air la Bhartolomi
(Aug. 24, 1572) deich ar fhichead mlle PlOtestanach, leosdugh
rioghachd na Frainge aig an aon am, agus a re na ceud bliadhna
a lean an deigh an la sin, gu'n d'fhag deich ceud mne PlOtestanach
an Fbraing le foirneart nam Papanach. Ach anns a bhliadhna 1794
thachair ni uamhasach anns· an Fhraing, ni 'bha gu'n amharus 'na
thaomadh a mach air soithichean feirge Dhe an righchaithir an
fhiadh-bheathaich. Anns a bhliadhna 1794 ghabh an Caochladl;1
Mor, ris an abrar anns a' bhuir la French Revolution, aite, no m~,r
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is fearr a dh'fhaodar a radh thainig an Revolution gu ceann air a
bhliadhna so, oil' thoisich e dha no thri de bhliadhnachan roimh
so, agus lean e air aghaidh dha no thri de bhliadhnachan an deigh
so. Tha e air a mheas gu'r docha nach robh leithid de thuil .
aingidheachd air a leigeal fuasgailte air sluagh 0 thoiseach an
t-saoghail agus a bha anns an Fhraing aig an am so.' Bha an
ceann air a chur dheth araon Righ agus Banrigh na Frainge.
Cha'n e mhain gu'n robh an Eaglais Phapanach air a tilgeadh
bun os ceann, ach cha'n fhaodtadh aoradh 'dheanamh gu foillseach
adh do Dhia idir, anns an rioghachd thruagh sin, re moran
mhidsan. Tha e air a radh gu'n do mharbh iad na'm measg fhein
fichead ceud mile anns na lathaichean ud. Bha aimhuichean na
Frainge deargle fuil, bha sraidean am bailtean ruith le fuil.
Mheasadh gu'n do theich da fhichead mile sagart Papanach a
mach as an rioghachd, agus gu'n do chuirteadh ceithir ar fhichead
ml:le sagart gu bas. 'Se ni smaointeachail a tha ann, gu'm b'e an
dearbh rioghachd, dheth an d' rinn am Pap feum gus na Protest
anaich a chur gu bas, dheth an d' rinn an Tighearn, ann am
breitheanas, meadhon gus a chumhachd Phapanach a' ghluasad
gus na bunaitean. Oil' cha'n e mhain gu'n robh an t-aireamh,
a dh'ainmich sinn de na sagartan air an cur gu bas, agus gu
foireigneadh, agus gu robh na bha de shaoibhreas a bhuineadh
do'n eaglais Phapanach air a toirt uaith anns an Fhraing, ach
chaidh na saighdearan Frangach air an aghaidh do'n Eadailte,
agus ghlac iad greim air a bhaill mhor anns an robh am Pap 'na
chomhnuidh mar righ, agus rinn iad priosanach dhe'n Phap fhein
(Pius VI.), agus thug iad leo do'n Fhramg far an do fhasaich e.
'Sann as an troimh-cheile 'bha 'an so dh'eirich Napoleon Bona
parte, agus ged thug esan tomhas de chothrom dha'n eaglais
Phapanach, ionnus agus gu'n d'thug e cead dha'n ath-Phap
pilltinn do'n Roimh, gidheadh b4.a na h-uile cumhachd 'bh'ann
aige, na laimh fhein, agus a ris anns a bhliadhna 1809 dh'orduich
Napoleon gu'n tigeadh uachdaranachd aimsireil a Phaip gu ceann
o'n am sin.

Seadh, cha robh ach greim gle las aig a Phap dhe'n uachdaran
achd sin o'n bhliadhn' 1794 gus an la an diugh. Faodaidh sinn,
ann an so, a mhineachadh gu'm bheil am Pap-agogair coil' air
uachdarachdan dhe tri seorsan. . . . An toiseach tha e ag agair
uachdaranachd spioradail os ceann na h-uile, a tha ag aideachadh
a chreidimh Chriosduidh. Tha an uachdaranachd 'so ag eiridh 0

na coirichean 'tha e ag agair mar cheann na h-eaglais. I. R. M.
( Ri lea1Ztui1Zn.)

Indo-Chinese Opium Traffic.-We expect to resume this
subject in next issue. Meantime, we observe that the Chinese
Government has now issued the various regulations whereby the
traffic is to be gradually reduced within ten years. They are
considered the most drastic that have ever been issued in China.

I
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ll)rotestant 1Rotes.
Progress of Rome in England.-In the recently published

Modern Rome in Modern Ellf{land, the author informs his readers
of the rapid strides made by the Church of Rome since I800. In
that year there was no Cardinal resident in Great Britain or in
Ireland, and there was not a single monastic house. But since
I 85 I Rome has gone forward by leaps and bounds. Here are the
author's statistics:-In 18sr, priests, 958; in I90s, 3,8I8; in I8sI,
chapels, 683; in 1905, 2,008; in I8s1, monasteries, I7; in I90s,
3°3; in 185r, convents, 53; in J90s, 7sL These figures show
plainly the rapid progress the Church of Rome has made in
England in recent years.

Mariolatry in the Church of England.-The Bishop of
Bristol in his presidential address to the Bristol Diocesan
Conference, in referring to the English Hymnal, a notoriously
ritualistic production, said, "My objection to the book is that it
is a direct attempt to introduce into the services of the Church
of England, under cover of hymns, requests addressed to saints
for their prayers on our behalf. As examples, I may quote from
Hymn 2I3:-

Hail, 0 Star that pointest
Towards the port of Heaven.

God will aid and light us
At thy gentle pleading.

Jesu's tender mother,
Make thy supplication

Unto Him who chose thee
At His Incarnation.

It appears to me quite useless to prohibit the use of certain
parts of the book, while allowing the book itself to be used in the
public service of the Church. I am clear that my only course
is to prohibit, as I now do, the use of the English Hymnal in the
public services of the Church in this diocese." Had the Bishops
taken similar. action earlier there would not now be so much
ritualism in the Church of England.

Lord Acton's Letters to Dollinger.-In a recent issue 0)
the Times, the present Lord Acton intimates that it is the
intention, after a definite period, to publish his father's letters to
Dollinger, the most distinguished historian that the Church of
Rome had in modern times. Dollinger was excommunicated for
his refusal to accept the dogma of papal infallibility promulgated
by the Vatican Council in I870. His historical knowledge made
him a dangerous and formidable antagonist to the schemes of the
ultramontane party. Lord Acton was in full sympathy with
Dollinger, so that these letters should be deeply interesting when
published.
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Lord Halifax and the Reformation.-At the recent
English Church Congress, Lord Halifax, the prominent lay leader
of the Ritualists in the Church of England, told his audience that
"the principles of the Reformation are things to be repented of
with tears and ashes." Rev. Thomas Connellan in the Catholic
says that" the Congress, as a whole, was a melancholy revelation
of the cleavage in the Church of England, and the weakness of
the Evangelical party. The Ritualists have, so far, won at! along
the line, and are each year becoming more aggressive. 'The
reason why the Evangelical party have grown so weak is that they
never make a decisive stand against the Romanising tendencies
of their Bishops."

Is it the Turn of the Tide ?-Recently the Times, the
Glasgow Herald, and the Daily News have had. remarkable
articles exposing the weakness of the papacy. One is so accustomed
to read in tbese powerful journals articles that are either inspired
by, or in sympathy with the Papists, that we may be pardoned for
hoping that this is the turn of the tide, and tbat they wlll be done
coquetting with Rome.

Mr. MacCarthy's New B00k.- This Roman Catholic
writer who wields such a powerful and graphic pen, and whose
works have done signal service to Protestantism, has published
Church and State in England and Wales. The book is dedicated
"to the many thousands of excellent clergymen, within the
Church of England, who give themselves to the ministry of the
Word; who preach not themselves but Christ Jesus the Lord."

1Rotes an~ <tomments.
Church Attendance.-An English Presbyterian, writing in

The Scottish Review on "Ministers and Churches I Remember,"
says: "I don't know what has come over my countrymen, for I
read on all hands that people don't go to Church nowadays. In
my time, if a young man did'nt go to Church, he was hardly
considered respectable, or .fit to associate with; and if he only
atteFlded once a day, he was stigmatized as a 'half-day hearer.' "
The same writer, though not an objector to instrumental music,
states: "I am very distinctly of opinion that congregational singing
has greatly deteriorated since instrumental music was introduced
into our Churches."

The Gaelic Revised Version.-Some time ago, a letter
from Major Cameron appeared in the northern papers, saying, that
the Directors of the National Bible Society of Scotland would
soon be face to face with the problem of publishing the Gaelic
Revised Version in a cheaper form for common use. Hitherto,
the Gaelic Revised Version has only been printed in quarto form



Notes and Comments.

for use in the pulpit. The Rev. John R. Mackay has written a
letter to the Northern Chronicle of 7th November, pointing out
the very serious defects and errors of the Gaelic Revised Version,
and concludes by saying, "If my words might reach the Directors
of the National Bible Society of Scotland, I would plead with
them to do none otherwise with the Gaelic Revised Version than
they have done with the English Revised Version/'-that is, to
practically ignore it. .

The Roman Catholics and the Gael'ic Movement.
In recent times there has been a remarkable revival of interest in
Gaelic, and the Church of Rome is not backward in making her
own use of this movement. Guth na Bliadhna, a quarterly
bilingual magazine, is published ostensibly in the interests of the
Gaelic movement, but, fortunately, the tone of its articles is so
rabidly antagonistic to the patriotism and religion of the great
bulk of Highlanders that it repels rather than attracts. Another
evidence of activity is shown by the Clo-chlar Caitliceach na
h·Alba (Catholic Press of Scotland). An announcement has been
recently made in the Highland press that it is the intention to
publish a small booklet called" An Cath Spioradail," and, should
this meet with the favour of Roman Catholic readers, it is intended
to publish" Eachdraidh na h-Alba" (History of Scotland). We
cannot wish Clo-chlar Caitliceach na h-Alba success, and a History
of Sfotland written by Roman Catholics, and for Roman Catholics,
,would be a strange production.

-----,-------

<tburcb 1Rotes.
Communion.-John Knox's, Christian Institute, Bothwell

Street, 1st Sabbath of December, not 4th Sabbath of November,
as in last issue.

Acknowledgments.-The Treasurer of the Dingwall Congre
gation begs to acknowledge, with thanks, the sum of £1 for
Manse Building Fund received, per Rev. D. M'Farlane, from
Mrs. Mackay, Overscaig Hotel, Lairg. Rev. Neil Cameron
acknowledges, with thanks, £5 from a "Lady," 51 from Inverness
shire, and 51 from Carrbridge, for St. Jude's Building Fund;
also £1 for Kaffir Bibles.

The "Observer" Correspondence.-In last issue we
referred to an attack made on the Free Presbyterian Church for
the temporary transference of some money from the Foreign
Mission Fund to the Organisation, by a writer signing" Observer,"
in the Oban Times and Northern Chronicle, who appeared to
discover a grave misapplication of funds. It was assumed in our
note that the writer was one of our former brethren, now in the
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Free Church. Since then, we received on the loth November, a
letter from the Rev. D. Maclean, Free St. Columba's, Edinburgh,
in which, among other things, he stated, "I wish simply to inform
you that the letters of 'Observer' are mine, and I take full
responsibility for every word they contain." Though Mr. Maclean
wrote with considerable emphasis as to his being the writer of said
letters, yet the terms of his communication were not, in our
opinion, all that could be desired, and so we replied, that, before
we could" give an unqualified expression of regret at the impres
sion formed by Free Presbyterians in general on the subject," we
" should like to get an assurance that none of our former brethren
were coadjutors in the publication of these letters." The only
answer Mr. Maclean has given to this is, that he is amazed we
should suspect the veracity of his statement when he assured us
that he "took entire responsibility for the letters in the press over
'Observer.''' This answer is beside the point. We did not
doubt his veracity as to his being the writer of the letters in
question nor as to taking entire responsibility for their contents,
but by our request we indicated that it was possible that all these
things might be true, and yet he might have others as active
coadjutors in the business. For that matter, he might only be
their sympathetic representative. Does not even the assertion of
"taking entire responsibility," which Mr. Maclean repeats, leave
it an open question whether he may not have assumed a responsi
bility in connection with the contents of these letters that did not
of absolute necessity belong to him? We conclude by stating
that we certainly regret to have come to the conclusion that

," Observer" was one of our former brethren, and in this expres
sion others who wrote public replies to his letters concur, but we
are also sorry that he has not supplied us with the satisfaction
requested, for certainly the "Observer" letters were no credit to
anyone. A more flimsy or baseless foundation for raising the
cry of scandal we have never seen.
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